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Introduction 

This dictionary is based upon the Oxford Dictionary of English 
Etymology (1966), compiled by C. T. Onions with the assistance of 
G. W. S. Friedrichsen and R. W. Burchfield. It was the late Dr 
Friedrichsen who first produced a draft for a concise version of that 
dictionary, and the present editor took over the work in 1977. In 
general, the book remains faithful to Dr Friedrichsen’s plan, although 
a good many changes of detail and of a broader kind have been made, 
for which the present editor is alone accountable. 

The intention is that each entry should give a concise statement 
of the route by which its headword entered the English language, 
together with, where appropriate, a brief account of its development 
in English. 

In each case, the headword is followed by a figure in Roman 
numerals indicating the century in which the word is first recorded in 
English, or if definitions are provided these are followed by figures in 
Roman numerals indicating the centuries in which the various senses 
are first evidenced. In the case of words or senses recorded from the 
Old English period (c.7OO-c.llO0), however, these are labelled simply 
‘OE.’ (or at most ‘late OE.’), since the nature of the surviving materials 
usually makes any closer dating impracticable. 

Definitions have not been provided for words whose senses have 
undergone no major change in English, and whose meanings are likely 
to be readily ascertainable by most readers. The same practice has 
been adopted in the case of many technical and scientific words, whose 
senses may be quickly discovered by recourse to a small English dic¬ 
tionary. No attempt has been made to record all the modern senses of 
words for which definitions are provided, since these are frequently 
of secondary importance in tracing the etymology and history of the 
words in question. 

A good many early spellings of words have been included, usually 
after the relevant Roman numeral denoting the century of first 
occurrence. Such spellings have in particular been included 
where they help to elucidate the origin and development of particular 
words. 

This dictionary distinguishes three principal kinds of process in the 
evolution of words: 

(1) The normal development of a word within a given language, 
according to the regular processes of change in that language. Thus, 
English goose is explained as the normal development of the word 
*3ans- in the pre-literary Germanic language from which English is 
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descended, and Gmc. *3ans- is in turn the normal development of an 
earlier Indo-European *ghans-. 

(2) The adoption of a word from one language into some other lan¬ 
guage. Thus, Eng. brave is explained as an adoption (‘borrowing’) of 
French brave, which in turn is an adoption of Italian bravo. 

(3) The formation of a word on some existing word or element by 
means of a derivational device, or by compounding. Thus, Eng. allevi¬ 
ate is explained as having been formed on the past participial stem 
(allevidt-) of the late Latin verb allevidre, by means of the derivational 
suffix -ate, while allevidre is in turn formed on the Latin adjective 
levis by means of the derivational prefix al-. The Eng. compound 
nightmare was formed by the combining of night and Middle English 
mare ‘incubus’. 

The symbols used, for brevity, to denote these three processes are 
listed below. It is, of course, not always possible to reduce the account 
of the origins and development of words to a simple formula, and 
where necessary further explanation has been given. 

A large number of related and derivative forms has been included, 
at the ends of the various main entries, although it would be impossible 
in a dictionary of this size to offer anything like a comprehensive 
treatment of such forms. In the explanation of derivatives, etc., ‘So 
...’ normally implies that the source-language(s) of the derivative and 
of the headword of the entry are the same; the language(s) are not 
usually named again, nor are the specific forms from which the related 
or derivative words in English descend usually cited. ‘Hence . . .’ 
implies that the derivative is formed on the English headword, or a 
previously cited English derivative. 

No one could compile an adequate etymological dictionary of 
English on the basis of his or her individual knowledge alone, and 
the present dictionary is heavily dependent on the work of the editors 
of many other dictionaries in a wide range of languages, and on 
that of the authors of a large number of scholarly books and articles. 
A number of individuals have, furthermore, been generous in 
answering questions and giving advice. Grateful acknowledge¬ 
ment is here made to the following, for assistance of various kinds: 
Professor L. V. Berman, the late Professor A. J. Bliss, Professor 
T. Burrow, Dr D. H. Evans, Professor T. Light, Professor W. B. 
Lockwood, and the late Professor Sir Ralph Turner. Apology is 
offered to anyone who should have appeared in the list but is not 
named here. 

Particular thanks are due to three people. Dr R. W. Burchfield, CBE, 
and Professor E. G. Stanley have been constant sources of advice and 
support. And Sir Edward Playfair has been of exceptional assistance 
in supplying information and answering enquiries, principally (but by 
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no means exclusively) on Arabic matters. To these persons, as to all 
who have contributed to the completion of this dictionary, warmest 
thanks are extended. 

St Peter's College, Oxford 
November 1985 

T. F. H. 



Abbreviations 

In the following list, ‘etc.’ means that the abbreviation in question may 
be used to represent, in addition to the word cited, some related form. 
Thus ‘alt.’ may represent both ‘alteration’ and ‘altered’, and ‘sb.’ may 
represent ‘substantival’ and ‘substantivally’, as well as ‘substantive’. 
Abbreviations such as ‘(O)F.’ indicate that a word so labelled occurs 
in the same form in both the ‘Old’ and the ‘Modem’ period of the 
language in question. 

a. ante archit. architecture, etc. 
abbr., abbreviation, etc. arith. arithmetic, etc. 

abbrev. Arm. Armenian 
abl. ablative art. article 
absol. absolute A.-S. Anglo-Saxon 
abstr. abstract assim. assimilated, etc. 
acc. according; accusative assoc. associated, etc. 
accus. accusative astrol. astrology, etc. 
act. active astr., astronomy, etc. 
add. addition astron. 
adj. adjective, etc. attrib. attributive, etc. 
adv., advb. adverb, etc. augm. augmentative, etc. 
Aeol. Aeolic Austral. Australia, etc. 
Afr. Africa, etc. Av. Avestan 
agric. agriculture, etc. A.V. Authorized Version 
AL. Anglo-Latin Balto-Slav. Balto-Slavonic 
Alb. Albanian biochem. biochemistry, etc. 
alch. alchemy, etc. biol. biology, etc. 
alt. alteration, etc. bot. botany, etc. 
Amer. America, etc. Bret. Breton 
AN. Anglo-Norman Bulg. Bulgarian 
anal. analogy, etc. B.V.M. Blessed Virgin Mary 
anat. anatomy, etc. c. circa 
Angl. Anglian Cat. Catalan 
Anglo-Ind. Anglo-Indian Celt. Celtic 
Anglo-Ir. Anglo-Irish cent. century 
anthrop. anthropology, etc. cf. confer, ‘compare’ 
antiq. antiquities, etc. CGmc. Common Germanic 
aor. aorist Ch. Chaucer 
Apocr. Apocrypha chem. chemistry, etc. 
app. apparently, etc. ChrGr. Christian Greek 
Arab. Arabic ChrL. Christian Latin 
Aram. Aramaic classL. classical Latin 
arch. archaic, etc. cogn. cognate 
archaeol. archaeology, etc. coll. collective, etc. 



ABBREVIATIONS xi 

colloq. colloquial, etc. esp. especially 
comb. combining, etc. etym., etymology, etc. 
comm. commerce, etc. etymol. 
comp. compound euph., euphemistic, etc. 
compar. comparative euphem. 
concr. concrete Eur. European 
conj. conjugation, etc.; con¬ ex. (exx.) example (examples) 

junction exc. except 
cons. consonant, etc. excl., exclamation 
contemp. contemporary, etc. exclam. 
contr. contracted, etc. expl. explained 
Com. Cornish ext. extended 
corr. corresponding, etc. F. French 
correi. correlative f. formed on 
Cotgr. Cotgrave fern. feminine 
cryst. crystallography, etc. fig. figurative, etc. 
CS1. Common Slavonic Finn. Finnish 
d. dative; died fl. floruit, ‘lived’ 
Da. Danish Flem. Flemish 
dat. dative foil. following, etc. 
decl. declension, etc. fortif fortification 
def. definite Frank. Frankish 
dem., demonstrative freq. frequent, etc. 

demonstr. frequent. frequentative 
deriv. derivative, etc. Fris. Frisian 
dial. dialectal, etc. fut. future 
dim. diminutive G. German 
dissim. dissimilated, etc. g. genitive 
dist. distinct Gael. Gaelic 
disyll. disyllabic, etc. Gallo-Rom. Gallo-Roman 
Du. Dutch Gaul. Gaulish 
E. East, etc. gen. general, etc.; genitive 
E. Angl. East Anglian geog. geography, etc. 
eccl. ecclesiastical geol. geology, etc. 
ecclGr. ecclesiastical Greek geom. geometry, etc. 
ecclL. ecclesiastical Latin Gmc. Germanic 
EFris. East Frisian Goth. Gothic 
e.g. exempli gratia, ‘for Gr. Greek 

example’ gram. grammar, etc. 
el. element Heb. Hebrew 
electr. electricity, etc. her. heraldry, etc. 
ellipt. elliptical, etc. HG. High German 
emph. emphatic Hind. Hindustani 
Eng. English hist. history, etc. 
ent.. entomology, etc. Hung. Hungarian 

entom. ib., ibid. ibidem, ‘in the 
equiv. equivalent same book or 
erron. erroneous, etc. passage’ 
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Icel. Icelandic abbr. for any 
id. idem, ‘the same’ language name) 
i.e. id esty ‘that is’ medGr. medieval Greek 
IE. Indo-European medL. medieval Latin 
imit. imitative metaph. metaphysics, etc. 
immed. immediate, etc. metath. metathetic 
imper. imperative meteor. meteorology, etc. 
imperf. imperfect Mex. Mexican 
impers. impersonal, etc. MHG. Middle High German 
ind., indie. indicative midi. midland 
indecl. indeclinable, etc. mil. military, etc. 
Indo-Iran. Indo-Iranian min. mineralogy, etc. 
inf., infin. infinitive Mir. Middle Irish 
infl. inflected; influenced. mistr. mistranslation, etc. 

etc. MLG. Middle Low German 
instr. instrumental mod. modern (also preceding 
int. interjection the abbr. for any 
interrog. interrogative, etc. language name) 
intr. intransitive, etc. monosyll. monosyllable, etc. 
It. Irish MS. manuscript (manu- 
iron. ironic, etc. (MSS.) scripts) 
irreg. irregular, etc. MSc. Middle Scots 
It. Italian MSw. Middle Swedish 
Jap. Japanese mus. music., etc. 
joc. jocular, etc. myth. mythology, etc. 
L. Latin N. North, etc. 
lang. language n. neuter 
Lapp. Lappish nat. hist. natural history 
Latv. Latvian naut. nautical 
law-L. law-Latin N.E. north-eastern 
leg. legal, etc. NEF. north-eastern French 
IXJ. Low German neg. negative, etc. 
lit. literal, etc.; literary Nhb. Northumbrian 
Lith. Lithuanian nom. nominative 
liturg. liturgy, etc. north. northern 
loc. locative Norw. Norwegian 
LXX Septuagint N.T. New Testament 
M Middle (preceding the N.Z. New Zealand 

abbr. for any O Old (preceding the abbr. 
language name) for any language 

magn. magnetism name) 
m., masc. masculine obj. object, etc. 
math. mathematics, etc. obi. oblique 
MDu. Middle Dutch OBret. Old Breton 
ME. Middle English OBrit. Old British 
mech. mechanics, etc. obs. obsolete 
med. medicine, etc.; medieval occas. occasional, etc. 

(also preceding the ODa. Old Danish 
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OE. Old English PP- past participle, etc. 
OF. Old French ppl. participle, etc. 
OFris. Old Frisian Pr. Provencal 
OHG. Old High German prec. preceding 
OIr. Old Irish pref. prefix 
OL. Old Latin prep. preposition 
OLF. Old Low Franconian pres. present 
ON. Old Norse prim. primary 
ONF. Old Northern French prob. probably, etc. 
ONhb. Old Northumbrian pron. pronoun, etc. 
OPers. Old Persian pronunc. pronunciation, etc. 
OPg. Old Portuguese prop. proper, etc. 
OPol. Old Polish pros. prosody, etc. 
opp. opposed to; opposite prp. present participle 
OPruss. Old Prussian Ps. Psalm 
orig. origin; original, etc. psych., psychology, etc. 
omith. ornithology, etc. psychol. 
OS. Old Saxon Pt. past (tense) 
OS1. Old Slavonic q.v. quod vide, ‘which see’ 
OSp. Old Spanish R.C.Ch. Roman Catholic 
OSw. Old Swedish Church 
O.T. Old Testament redupl. reduplication, etc. 
OW. Old Welsh ref. reference, etc. 
P. proprietary term (see refash. refashioned, etc. 

note below) refl. reflexive, etc. 
palaeogr. palaeography, etc. rel. related (to); relative 
pass. passive repl. replacing, etc. 
path. pathology, etc. repr. representing, etc. 
perf. perfect rhet. rhetoric, etc. 
perh. perhaps Rom. Roman; Romance 
pers. person; personal Rum. Rumanian 
Pers. Persian Russ. Russian 
pert. pertaining S. south, etc. 

Pg. Portuguese S.Afr. South Africa, etc. 
pharm. pharmacy, etc. S.Amer. South America, etc. 
philol. philology, etc. sb. substantive, etc. 
phllos. philosophy, etc. sc. scilicet, ‘understand’ 
phon. phonetics, etc. or ‘supply’ 
photogr. photography, etc. Sc. Scots, Scottish 
phr phrase Scand. Scandinavian 
phys. physics, etc. scholL. scholastic Latin 
physiol. physiology, etc. S.E. South East 
pi. plural Sem. Semitic 
poet. poetic, etc. Serb. Serbian 
Pol. Polish sg. singular 
pop. popular Sh. Shakespeare 
popL. popular Latin sing. singular 
poss. possessive; possibly, etc. Sinh. Sinhalese 
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Skr. Sanskrit trans. transitive, etc. 
SI., Slav. Slavonic transf. transferred, etc. 
si. slang trisyll. trisyllabic, etc. 
south. southern Turk. Turkish 
Sp. Spanish typogr. typography, etc. 
sp. spelling, etc. ult. ultimate, etc. 
spec. specific, etc. uncert. uncertain 
str. stress, etc.; strong unexpl. unexplained 
subj. subject; subjunctive Univ. University 
subseq. subsequently, etc. unkn. unknown 
superl. superlative unstr. unstressed 
surg. surgery, etc. U.S. United States 
s.v. sub voce, ‘under the usu. usually, etc. 

word' var. (varr.) variant (variants) 
Sw. Swedish vb. verb 
s.w. south-western vbl. verbal 
syll. syllable viz. videlicet, ‘namely’ 
syn., synonym, etc. voc. vocative 

synon. Vulg. Vulgate 
Syr. Syrian W. Welsh; west, etc. 
techn. technical, etc. w. with 
theatr. theatre, etc. WGmc. West Germanic 
theol. theology, etc. wk. weak 
Toch. Tocharian WS. West Saxon 
tr. transitive, etc.; trans- zool. zoology, etc. 

lation, etc. 



NOTE ON PROPRIETARY TERMS 

This dictionary includes some words which are or are asserted to be proprietary 
names or trade marks. Their inclusion does not imply that they have acquired 
for legal purposes a non-proprietary or general significance, nor is any other 
judgement implied concerning their legal status. In cases where the editor has 
some evidence that a word is used as a proprietary name or trade mark this is 
indicated by the letter P, but no judgement concerning the legal status of such 
words is made or implied thereby. 



SPECIAL SYMBOLS 

* = indicates a hypothetical form 
t = obsolete 
= = corresponding to 
f. = formed on, as ‘L. discipulus learner, f. discere learn’ 
- = adoption of, as ‘OE. discipul - L. discipulus’ 

= normal development of, as ‘ME. mesel leper (- OF. meselL. misellus, f 
miser wretched)’ 

The printing of a word in small capitals indicates that further information 
will be found under the word so referred to. 



A 
A used in the symbol Al, applied in Lloyd’s 
Register to ships in first-class condition in re 
spect of hull (A) and stores (1). Hence Al adj 
first-class. 

a* reduced form of an' used since xii immed. 
before a word beginning with a cons. For the 
loss of n cf. my, thy, no*, and i\ o’ for in. on. 

a* ME. o, a in a distributive sense, e.g. twice a 
day, reduced form of on; surviving in comps, of 
a-', and nowadays; linked with a gerund, as in 
go a-begging, etc. 

a-' reduced form of on prep, (in late OE., but not 
gen. before xn); the first el. of many predicative 
adjs. and advs. consisting of the prep, and a sb., 
e.g. aback, alive, asleep, away, early ME. are 
afire, afoot, later aflame, ashore. Some depend 
upon French, as aboard, across, around, in 
which the preps, d, en have been assim. to or 
replaced by the Eng. prefix. From xvi combined 
with a vb.- stem as in adrift, astride. 

a-* reduced form of op prep., as in afresh, akin, 
anew. Cf. fa clock (xv-xvm), now o’clock. Not 
in living use since ME. In comps, with vbs. the 
pref. of- is repr. in e.g. athirst. 

a-* pref. of vbs., OE. a-, orig. ar-, or- = OHG. ar-, 
ir-, ur- (G. er), Goth, us-, ur-, meaning 'away, 
out’, and hence used as an intensive, as in abide, 
ago, arise, ashamed. 

a-4 pref. of negation and privation, repr. Gr. a- 
(before a vowel an-*) = un-1. Occurs in (i) words 
repr. Gr. comps., mostly via F. or L., and in 
which the significance of the pref. is wholly or 
partially obscured, as abyss, adamant, ameth¬ 
yst, atom', (ii) terms of the arts and sciences, hav¬ 
ing Gr. bases, but coming mainly through late, 
med., or modL., as aseptic, athematic, (iii) such 
terms derived from other bases, as asexual, 
(iv) gen. terms modelled on these, as amoral, 
asocial. 

ab- L. pref., being the adv.-prep, ab (a) away, off 
(see of), used in composition with vb.-stems, as 
in abdicare abdicate, etc. Var. abs-. 

aback late OE. on base, i.e. on, a-' and back'. 
From xvii of the sails of a ship laid back against 
the mast, esp. ‘be taken aback’ xvm; hence fig. 
(of persons) be discomfited (xix). Aphetic back* 

abacus xvi. - L. abacus, f. Gr. dbax, abak- table, 
abaft (esp. naut.) in or to the rear (of), xm. ME. 
o(n) baft, i.e. on, a-1 and baft, OE. beaeftan 
behind. 

abandon' fsubjugate; give up, orig. to the con 
trol of another xrv; tbanish xvi. - OF. aban¬ 
donee (mod. -nn ), f. phr. a bandon, i.e. a to (ad ), 
bandon jurisdiction, control, ult. f. *bandum, 
var. of medL. bannum ban'. 

abandon* freedom from restraint, xix. - F., f. 
abandonner (see prec.). 

abase xrv. ME. abessen, abassen - OF. abaissier 
(mod. -sser), f. a-, ad--i-baissier lower Rom. 
*bassiare, f. late L. bassus base*, whence the 

present form abase (xvi). Hence, or - F., abase¬ 
ment xv. 

abash xrv. ME. abaissen - AN. abaiss-, for OF 
e(s)baiss, lengthened stem of e(s)bair (mod. 
ebahir) astound, dumbfound, 

abate xm. - OF. abatre (mod. -tt)Rom. *ab- 
batt(u)ere, f. ad- + L. batt(u)ere beat; cf. bate. So 
abatement xv. 

abattoir xix. - F., f. abattre fell (see prec., 
-ORY1). 

abbacy xv. - ecclL abbdeia, var. of abbdtia, f. 
abbdt- abbot, see -acy. ahbe xvi. - F., see abbot. 
abbess xm. - OF. ab(b)esse ecclL. abbatissa, 
f. abbdt-. abbey xm. - OF. ab(b)eie (mod. ab- 
baye)ecclL. abbdtia\ see next, y*. abbot OE. 
abbod, -ad (cf. OHG. abbat, Du., G. abt) - ecclL. 
abbatem, for abbdtem (whence F. abbe), nom. 
abba(s) - ecclGr. abba - Aram, abba father; the 
word was formerly applied in the East gen. to 
monks. The var. sp. abbat (xn) was esp. freq. 
xv-xvn. 

abbreviate xv. f. pp. stem of late L (Vulg.) 
abbrevidre, f. ab- or ad- + brevis brief*; see -ate* 
and cf. abridge. So abbreviation xv. - F. or 
late L. 

abdicate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. abdicare, f. ab- + 
died re proclaim; see -ate*. 

abdomen xvi. - L. abdomen. So abdominal 
xvm. 

abduct xix. f. abduct-, pp. stem of L. abducere, 
f. K&- + ducere lead, carry. So abduction xvn. 

abed xm. ME. abedde, OE. on bedde, i.e. on, a-' 
and bed. 

aberration xvi. - L. aberrdtid, -on-, f. a be rrare, 
f. ab- + err. So aberrant xvi. 

abet incite (now, to wrongdoing), xrv. - OF. 
abeter, f. a- ad- + beter bait. So abetment xrv. 

abeyance (leg.) state of expectancy xvi; sus 
pension xvn. - AN. abeiance, OF. abeance, f. 
abaer aspire after, f. a- ad- + beer, baer gape, 

abhor xv. - L. abhorrere, f. ab- + horrere shud¬ 
der. So abhorrence, -ent xvn. 

abide OE. abidan = Goth, usbeidan, f. a ’ + 
BIDE. 

ability ffitness; sufficient power xiv; faculty 
of mind xvi. ME. ablete, abilite - OF. ablete, 
(h)abilite, the first form being L. habilitds, 
-tat- (f. habilis able), the second a later latiniza- 
tion of it (modF. habilete). 

abject tpp. rejected xv; adj. downcast, degraded 
xv; sb. outcast xvi. - L. abjectus, pp. of abicere, 
f. ab- 4 jacere throw. 

abjure xv. - (O)F abjurer or L. abjurare deny 
on oath, f. ab- + jurare swear, 

ablative (gram.) of a case expressing removal, 
source, agent, etc. xv. - (O)F. ablatif -ive or L. 
ablativus, f. ablat-, used as pp. stem of auferre 
take away; see ive. 

ablaut (philol.) vowel gradation, as in sing, 
sang, sung. xix. - G , f. ab off + /out sound. 



ablaze 2 abundance 

ablaze xix. f. a-' + blaze', after afire, aflame. 
able having sufficient power; fapt, fit. xrv. - 
OF. L. habilis, f. habere have, hold (see -ile); 
cf. ability Hence ably xrv. 

-able - (O)F. -able - L. -abilis, produced orig. by 
the addition of -bilis -ble to vbs. with a-stems, 
as amdre, amdbilis, but extended to vbs. with 
other stems, e.g. capere, capdbilis capable, and 
to sbs., as amicabilis amicable, favordbilis 
favourable. Eng. formations on sbs. are ac¬ 
tionable, pleasurable, saleable (xvi). The mean¬ 
ing in new formations is now always passive, 
but the active meaning, always formerly poss¬ 
ible, is seen in agreeable, comfortable, durable, 
suitable. The wide application of the suffix in 
Eng. is largely due to assoc, with able, eatable 
(e.g.) being analysed as eat + able ‘able to be 
eaten’; hence its use in come-at-able (xvn), 
get-at-able (xvm). Notable formations are 
knowledgeable and reliable. The corr. advs. end 
in -ably. 

ablution xrv. - (O)F. ablution or ecclL. ablutio, 
-on-, f. L. abluere.f. ab- + lucre wash; see -tion. 

abnegate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. abnegdre, f. ab- 

+ negare say no, deny; see -ate*. So abnegation 
xrv. - F. or late L. 

abnormal xix. refash., after tabnormous 
(xviii-xix) or its source L. abnormis, of earlier 
tanormal - (O)F. anormal - medL. anormalis, 
-us, resulting from blending of late L. anomalus 
anomalous and abnormis, see ab-, norm, -al'. 

aboard alongside (a ship) xiv; on or onto (a 
ship) xv. var. of on board, partly after (O)F. d 
bord\ see a-', board. 

abode fdelay, stay xiii; dwelling-place xvii. ME. 
abad, abod, f. abiden abide, after OE. bad wait¬ 

ing, f. bide. 

abolish xv. - F. aboliss-, lengthened stem of 
abolir - L. abolere destroy; see -ish*. So aboli¬ 

tion xvi. - F. or L. 
abominable xrv. - (O)F. - ecclL. abominabilis, 

f. abominari deprecate as an ill omen, f. ab- 

+ 6men, dmin- omen; see -able. In medL., OF., 
and Eng. (xiv-xvn) commonly spelt abhom-, 
being regarded as f. ab and homo, homin- man, 
quasi ‘inhuman’. So abominate* xvn. f. 
pp. stem of L. abominari. abomination xrv. 
- (O)F. 

aborigines xvi (sg. aborigine xix). - L. abort 
gines pi. the first inhabitants of Latium and 
Italy; usu. expl. as f. ab origine from the 
beginning (see of, origin); but perh. a proper 
name alt. by pop. etym. Hence aboriginal 
XVII. 

abortion xvi. - L. abort id, -on-, f. abort-, pp. 
stem of aboriri miscarry. So abortive (first as 
sb.) xiii. - (O)F. 

abound xiv. - (O)F. a bonder - L. abundare, f. 

undo wave. Cf. abundance. 

about adv. round, round the outside OE., afoot, 

astir, t(with inf.) busy or engaged in xiii; go¬ 

ing to xvi; prep, in corr. senses; (also) near, 

approximating to xii; concerning xiii. OE. 
onbutan, abutan, ME. abuten (xii-xiii), aboute, 
f. on. a-1 + butan outside (of); see but. 

above ME. abufan xii, abuvein) xiii, abovein) 
xiii-xv, f. a-' + OE. bufan, ME. buven, f. be 

by + ufan (= OHG. obana, G. oben) from above, 
above. 

abrade xvii. - L. abradere, f. ab- + radere 
scrape, Cf. erase. So abrasion xvii. - L., f. 
abrds-, pp. stem of abradere. 

abreast xvi. f. a-1 + breast; cf. F defront. 
abridge xiv. ME. abreg(g)en - OF. abregier 
(mod. abreger)late L. abbreviare abbreviate. 

So abridgement xv. 
abroad fwidely, at large xiii; out of doors xrv; 

in or into foreign lands xv. f. a-' + broad; prob. 

suggested by ME. *a brede, on brede (OE. brzdu 
breadth). 

abrogate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. abrogare, f. ab- 

+ rogare propose (a law); after earlier pp. ^ab¬ 
rogate (XV). See ROGATION, -ATE*, 

abrupt fbroken away or off; sudden xvi; steep 
xvn. - L. abruptus, pp. of abrumpere, f. ab- 

+ rumpere break; see rupture. 

abs- var. of ab- before c, t. 
abscess xvi. - F. abces - L. abscess us (Celsus, 
rendering Gr. apostema impost(h)ume), f. 
abscess-, pp. stem of abscedere depart, f. abs- 

+ cider ego. 
abscond xvi. - L. abscondere, f. abs- + condere 
put together, stow. 

absence xrv. - (O)F. - L. absentia, f. absent-, 
used as prp. stem of abesse be away. Cf. essence, 

presence. So absent adj. and vb. xrv. Hence 
absentee xvi (earlier also tabsentie, of obscure 
orig). 

absinthe wormwood xvii; liqueur orig. flav¬ 
oured with this xix. - F. - L. absinthium - Gr. 
apsinthion wormwood, of alien orig. 

absolute free from imperfection or quali¬ 
fication xiv. - L. absolutus freed, pp. of absolvere 
absolve; infl. partly by F. tabsolut (mod. 
absolu). Gram, use based ult. on Gr. 
apolelumenos. 

absolution xii. - (O)F. - L. absolutio, on-, f. 
absolut-, pp. stem of absolvere free, acquit 
(whence absolve xv), f. ab- + solvere solve, 

rendering Gr. apoluein. 
absorb xv. - (O)F. absorber - L. absorbere, f. 
ab- + sorbere swallow. So absorbent xvm. ab¬ 
sorption xvi. - L. absorptive xvii. 

absquatulate xix. joc. formation with remi¬ 
niscence of abscond, squat, perambulate. 

abstain xiv. ME. absteii)nen, repr. tonic stem 
of (O)F. abstenir - L. abstinere, f. abs- + tenere 
hold, keep. So abstention xvi. 

abstemious xvn. f. L. abstemius, f. abs- + base 
of temetum intoxicating drink; see -ious. 

abstinence xm. - (O)F. abstinence - L. abs- 
tinentia, f. abstinere abstain; see -ence. 

abstract adj. xiv, sb. xv. - (O)F. fabstract or 
L. abstractus, pp. of abstrahere, f. abs- + trahere 
draw. So abstract vb. xv. Partly f. pp. fabstract, 
partly f. L. abstract-, pp. stem of abstrahere. 
abstraction xv. 

abstruse xvi. - F. abstrus, -use or L. abstrusus, 
-a, pp. of abstrudere, f. abs- + trudere thrust, 

absurd xvi. - F. absurde or L. absurdus. So 
absurdity xv. 

abundance xiv. - (O)F. abondance - L. abun- 
dantia, f. abundant- (whence abundant xrv), 

prp. stem of abundare abound; see ance. 



abuse 3 accusative 

abuse sb. xv. - (Q)F. abus or L. abusus, f. abus-, 
pp. stem of abuti, f. ab + uti use. So abuse vb. 
xv. abusive xvi. 

abut A. border upon xv; B. end on or against 
xvi. In A, - AL. abuttdre, f. a- ad- + butta strip of 
land; in B. - (0)F. abouter, labuter, f. a- ad- 
+ boater butt' . Hence abutment xvn. 

abysm xm. ME. abime, later abisme - OF. 
abi(s)me (mod. abime) - medL. abysm us, alt. 
of abyssus abyss by assim. to Gr suffix -ismos 
-ism. Hence abysmal xix 

abyss xvi. - late L. abyssus - Gr. dbussos 
unfathomable (sb. use). 

ac- assim. form of ad- before c, q. In OF , L. acc 
was reduced to ac-, which appears in ME adop¬ 
tions. In later F., and hence in Eng., acc- was 
restored by latinization, e.g. OF. acorder, ME 
acorden, accord 

-ac suffix primarily of adjs. denoting ‘pertaining 
to’, formerly -aque, -ack(e), -ak(e), repr. ult 
(through L. -acus) Gr. -akos, as in kardiakos car¬ 

diac, on the model of which others were formed 
at various periods. Cf. -acal. 

acacia xrv. - L. - Gr. akakid. 
academy xvi. - F. academic or L. academia - 

Gr. ahademid and akadimeia name of a gym¬ 
nasium (called after the hero Academus) in the 
suburbs of Athens, where Plato taught, and 
hence applied to the Platonic school of philo¬ 
sophy; see -Y*. So academic, -ical xvi. aca¬ 
demician xviii. - F 

-acai suffix compounded of-ac and -al' , forming 
adjs., some merely alternative to those in -ac, 

some with differentiated use, some serving as 
adjs. to sbs. in -ac, e.g. ammoniacal, demoniacal, 
zodiacal. 

acanthus xvn. - L. - Gr dkanthos, f. dkantha 
thorn. 

accede xv. - L. accedere, f. ac- + cedere go (cede); 

cf. (O)F. acceder. So accession xvi. - L. access id, 
-on-, f. access-, pp. stem of accedere. 

accelerate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. accelerare, f. 
ac- + celer swift; see celerity, -ate*. So accel¬ 
eration xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

accent xrv (rare before xvi). - (O)F. accent or L. 
accentus (f. ac- +cantus song, chant), lit. ren¬ 
dering of Gr. prosoidid prosody. So accent vb. 
xvi. - OF accenter. accentual xvii. f. L. 
accentus. accentuate xvm. f. medL. accentudre, 
cf. (O)F. accentuer. 

accept xrv. - (O)F. accepter or L. acceptdre, f. 
accept-, pp. stem of accipere, f. ac- + capere take. 
So acceptable xrv. - (O)F. - late L. acceptance 
xvi. - OF. acceptation xv. - (O)F - late L. 

access xrv. - OF. ac(c)es (mod acces) L. 
access us, f. access-, pp. stem of accedere accede 

So accessible xv. - (O)F. or late L. accession 
xvi. - (0)F. or L 

accessary xv. - medL. accessorius, f. access, 
see prec. and -ary. So accessory xv. - medL. 
accessorius 

accidence part of grammar dealing with in¬ 
flexions. xiv. - L. accidentia (tr. Gr. parepomena 
'accompanying things’), n. pi. of accidens ac¬ 

cident, taken as fern, sing.; see -ence. 

accident something that happens; (philos.) 
attribute of a subject, xiv. - (O)F. - late L. acci¬ 

dens, -ent-, f. prp stem of accidere happen, f. 
ac- + cadere fall; see case, -ent. So accidental 
xrv. 

acclaim XVII. - L. acclamdre, f. ac + cldmdre, 
with sp. assim. to claim. So acclamation xvi. 

acclimatize xix. f. F. acclimater, f. climat 
climate + -ize; has superseded older acclimate 
(now chiefly U S.) - F. 

acclivity ascending slope, xvn. - L. acclivitds, 
f. acclivis, f. ac- + clivus slope; see lean*, -ity 

accolade salutation on the bestowal of knight 
hood xvii. - F. accolade - Pr acolada, f Rom. 
*accollare embrace about the neck, f. ac- + L. col- 
lum neck; see collar, -ade. 

accommodate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. accom- 
moddre, f. ac- + commodus, see commodious, 

ate*. So accommodation xvn - F or L. 
accompany xv. (Earlier also accompa(i)gne) - 

(O)F. acompagnier, f. compaing companion; 

assim. to company. Hence accompaniment 
xviii, after F. accompagnement. 

accomplice xvi. prob. alt., by assoc, with prec., 
of complice (xv) - (O)F. complice - late L. 
complex, -ic- confederate. 

accomplish xrv. - OF. acompliss-, lengthened 
stem (see -ish*) of acomplir (mod. acc ), f. ac 

+ complir (L. complere fill, complete). Hence 
accomplishment xv, after F. accompiisse- 
ment. 

accord vb. xii. - OF. acorder (mod. acc-)Rom. 
*accorddre, f. ac-, after coneordare agree (see 
concord). So accord sb. xm. accordance xiv. 
The use of according as adv. dates from xv. 

accordion xix. - G. akkordion, f. It. accordare 
tune (an instrument). 

accost the or go alongside; approach; make up 
to and address, xvi. - F. accoster - It. accostare 
Rom. *accostare, f. L. ac- + costa rib, side; see 
coast. 

account reckoning xm; estimation xiv; report 
xvn. - AN. ac(o)unte, OF. aconte, f. acunter, 
aconter (f. ac- + conter count*), whence account 

vb. xiv. Hence accountable xiv. So account¬ 

ant xv. - Law F. use of prp. of OF. aconter. 
accoutre furnish with proper equipment, xvi. 
- (O)F. accoutrer, earlier acoustrer, f. ac- + 
cousture (mod. couture) sewing. So accoutre¬ 

ment xvi. 
accredit xvii. - F. accrediter, after phr. mettre 
a credit lit. ‘put to credit’. 

accretion xvii. - L. accretio, on-, f. accret-, pp. 
stem of accrescere, f. ac- + crescere grow. See 
CRESCENT, -TION. 

accrue xv. - OF. acreue, ac(c)rue increase (sb ), 
f. pp. of acroistreL. accrescere (see prec.). 

accumulate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. accumuldre, 
f. ac- -f cumulus; see ate*. So accumulation 
xv. Cf. (O)F. accumuler, -ation. 

accurate xvii. - L. accurdtus, f. accurare, f. ac- 

+ cura care; see cure, -ate1. Hence accuracy 
XVII. 

accurse xii. Now only in pp.; f. a * + curse vb. 

accusative (gram.) case expressing chiefly 
destination or the goal of motion, xv. - (O)F 
accusatif or L. accusdtivus (sc. casus case), f. pp. 
stem of accusare accuse. L. casus accusdtivus 
renders Gr. ptosis aitidtikt case of accusing. 



accuse 4 acuity 

accuse xm. - OF. acuser, (also mod.) accuser 
L. accusare, f. ac-+causa cause. So accusation 
XIV. 

accustom xv. - AN. acustumer, OF. acostumer 
(mod. accoutumer), f. ac- + costume custom. 

ace throw of one at dice xm; playing-card bear¬ 
ing one pip (reckoned as of the highest value) 
xvi; the highest or best xvni. ME. a(a)s 
- (O)F. as L. as, ass- unit(y). 

-acean f. L. -aceus -aceous + -an. In sb. use sup¬ 
plying an Eng. form for names of groups in 
-acea (n. pi.; sc. animalia animals), e.g. Cru¬ 
stacea, crustaceans. 

-aceous f. L. -aceus (f. -ac- -ac) + -ous (cf. -eous); 

in nat. hist, it supplies adjs. for names of groups 
in -acea, -aceae, e.g. crustaceous pert, to the 
Crustacea, rosaceous pert, to the Rosaceae. 

acerbity xvi. - F. acerbite or L. acerbitas, f. 
acerbus bitter; see -ity. 

acetic name of the acid of vinegar, xix. - F. 
acetique, f. L. acetum vinegar, f. acere be sour; 
see acid, -ic. 

ache OE. aece, also ece, early ME. eche{:- *akiz), f. 
base of acan str. vb., repl. by weak forms (akede, 
aked) in xiv; mod. ached. The normal repr. of the 
OE. sb. was ache, and the pronunc. with <h 
was prevalent until c.1820. Infl. of the vb. 
(earlier repr. of the vb. was ake, but now with 
the sp. proper to the sb.) appears in xv. 

achieve xiv. - (O)F. achever, f. Rom. *capum\ 
see ad-, chief. Hence, or - (O)F. achevement, 
achievement xv. 

acid xvii. - F. acide or L. acid us, f. IE. *ak- be 

pointed or sharp, as in L. acere be sharp, acus 
needle, etc.; see -id1. So acidity xvii. - F. - late L. 
acidulated xvm. f. L. acidulus sourish (whence 

acidulous xviii); see -ate*. 

-acious suffix repr. F. -acieux, as in astucieux, 
audacieux, based on L. sbs. astutia, audacia + 

-eux -ous; capacious, fugacious, loquacious, 
rapacious are immed. f. L. adjs. in -dx, -ac-. 
The earliest Eng. exx. are audacious and 
contumacious. 

acknowledge xv. prob. f. -^knowledge, on the 
analogy of the relation of taknow (OE. oncnd- 
wan) and know. Hence acknowledgement 
xvi. 

acme highest point, culmination, xvii. - Or. 
akmt point, etc., f. IE. *ak- (see acid). 

acne xix. - modL. acne, deduced from a mis 
reading aknds for akmas, acc. pi. of Gr. akm$ 
eruption on the face (acme). 

acolyte (eccl.) member of one of the minor 
orders of the Church xiv; minor attendant xvi. 
- OF. acolite (mod. -yte) or ecclL. acolytus, 
-it(h)us - Gr. akolouthos follower. 

aconite poisonous plant Aconitum napellus 
xvi. - F. aconit or L. aconitum - Gr akoniton 

acorn OE. secern = ON. a.’-arn, Goth, akran 
fruit; rel. acre. OE. secern is also repr. by 
ME. and mod. dial, achern, but forms with k are 
found xiv, and assoc, with corn (and oak) had 
established the present standard form by xvi. 

acc-istic xvii. - Gr. akoustikos, f. akouein hear; 

cf. F. acoustique (xvm); see -ic. 
acquaint xiii. ME. aqueynten, aquointen, 
acointen - OF. acointier medL. accognitare 

make known, f. L. accognitus, f. ac- + cognitus, 
pp. of cog no seere know (see cognition). So 
acquaintance xrv. 

acquiesce tremain quiet; fsubmit; agree 
tacitly, xvii. - L. acquiescere, f. ac- + quiescere 
rest; see quiet. So acquiescence, -ent xvii. Cf. 
F. acquiescer, etc. 

acquire xv. ME. acqueren - OF. aquerre 
Rom. *acquserere, for L. acquirere, f. ac- + 
quaerere seek; superseded c.1600 by the latinized 
form acquire. So acquisition xrv. - L. 
acquisitid, -on-, f. acquisit-, pp. stem of acquirere. 

acquit xm. ME. aewiten, aquiten - OF. aquiter - 
Rom. *acquitare, f. ac- + *quitdre quit*. Hence 
acquittal xv. 

acre tfield; unit of square measure of land. OE. 
aecer = OS. akkar (Du. akker), OHG. ackar (G. 
acker), ON. akr, Goth, akrsGmc. *akraz IE. 
*agros, repr. by L. ager, Gr. agros, Skr. djra- 
field. 

acrid xvm. irreg. f. L. deer, dcr- sharp +-id', 

prob. after acid. 
acrimony xvi. - F. acrimonie or L. acrimonia, 

f. acer, dcr- sharp. So acrimonious xvn. - 
medL. acrimoniosus. 

aero- repr. Gr. akro-, comb, form of dkros ter¬ 
minal, etc.; in mod. techn. terms xix. 

acrobat xix. - F. acrobate - Gr. akrobates, f. 
akrobatos walking on tiptoe, 

across adv. in the form of a cross, crosswise 
xm; transversely, from side to side xvi; prep, 
xvi. ME. a cr{e)oiz, o cros (xm), later acros, 
acrosse (xrv), also in or on crosse (xv-xvi) - OF. 
en croiz; later assim. to native formations in a-' 

and the sb. cross. 

acrostic xvi. - L. acrostichis - Gr. akrostikhis, 
f. dkros endmost, acro- + stikhos row, line of 
verse. The etym. sp. acrostich has been super¬ 
seded through assoc, with -ic. Cf. F. acrostiche. 

act deed xiv; legislative decree xv; section of 
a drama xvii. Mainly - L. actus doing, actum 
public transaction, f. act-, pp. stem of agere do; 
partly through F. acte. So act vb. xv. 

action xrv. - (O)F. - L. actio, -on-, f. act-, see act, 

tion. Hence actionable xvi. So active xrv. - L. 
activus, partly through (O)F. actif -ive. activity 
xv. - F. or late L. activate xvn. f. pp. stem of 
medL. actiudre, later infl. by F. activer, G. akti- 
vieren. 

actor fsteward xiv (in Wycl. Bible Gal. 4: 2 a 
literalism; later Sc. xv-xvii); tpleader xv; doer 
xv; stage-player xvi. - L. actor, f. act- (see act). 

Cf. (O)F. acteur, and see -or'. Hence actress xvi. 
actual exhibited in acts, spec, actual (opp. 
original) sin; existing in fact xiv. orig. actuel - 

(O)F. actuel-, later assim. to the source, late L. 
actualis, f. actus act; see -al*. So actuality xiv. 
- (O)F. or medL. actually xv partly after 
F. actuellement, L. actualiter. 

actuary tregistrar xvi; official who compiles 
statistics of mortality, etc. xix. - L. actuarius 
shorthand writer, keeper of accounts, f. actus 
act, see -ary. 

actuate xvi. f. pp. stem of medL. detudre, f. ac¬ 
tus act; see ate*. 

acuity xv. - F. acuite or medL. acuitds, f. acuere; 
see acute, -ity. 



acumen 5 ad libitum 

acumen xvi. - L. acumen, f. acuere (see next), 
acute xiv. - L acutus, pp. of acuere sharpen (cf. 
acid); as applied to accent tr. Gr oxeia, fern. (sc. 
prosoidid accent) of ox us sharp. 

-acy suffix repr. (i) L. -dcia, forming nouns of 
quality on adjs. in -dx. -ac-, as fallacia fallacy 
(the eorr. Eng adjs. ending in -acious); (ii) L 
-dtia, in medL. often -dcia, as abbdtia abbacy; 
(iii) medL. -dtia, forming nouns of state on sbs. 
in -atus, as advocdtia advocacy, on the anal of 
which the suffix was extended to Eng. sbs. in 
-ate, as confederacy, and to adjs. in -ate, as ac¬ 
curacy, privacy. 

ad- pref. repr. L. ad (see at) to express motion 
to, direction towards, etc., as advenire arrive, 
adversus adverse; the d was assim to following 
c,f, g, l, n, q, r, s, t, producing ac-, af , etc.; ad- 
was reduced to a- before sc, sp, st (e g. ascend, 

aspire, astringent) and gn (as in agnate). In 
OF. the double cons, of acc-, add-, agg-, etc. were 
reduced to single ones, and adv- became av-, and 
OF. words were adopted with such forms in 
Eng.; but in xrv these began to be latinized (as 
some had been in French) by the resumption of 
the second cons., as in address, allow, arrest. 

-ad suffix (= F. -ode) repr. L. - Gr. -ad- (nom. -as, 
pi. -odes) in (i) coll, numerals, as triad, 

myriad, and similarly Olympiad; (ii) fern, 
patronymics, as dryad, naiad; (iii) the name 
of Homer’s Iliad, imitated in Dunciad, etc. (In 
decade the F. form is retained.) 

adage xvi. - F. - L. adagium, f. ad- + *agjd (aio) 
Isay. 

adagio (mus.) slowly, xvm. - It., i.e. ad agio at 
ease. 

adamant hard rock or mineral, now only as 
a symbol of extreme hardness (cf. Ezek. 3: 9); 
tdiamond; floadstone. xrv. - OF. - L. adamant- 
- Gr. addmds, adamant-, orig. adj. ‘invincible’, 
f. a *+daman tame. The sense ‘magnet, load¬ 
stone’ arose from assoc, of medL. adamas with 
L. adamdre have a strong liking for. Cf. dia¬ 

mond. So adamantine xm. - L. 
adapt xvn (pp. once xv). - (O)F. adapter - L. 
adaptdre, f. ad- + aptdre, f. aptus apt. So ad¬ 
aptation xvn. 

add unite, say in addition, perform the arith¬ 
metical process of addition, xrv. - L. addere, f. 
ad-+ base of facere do1. So addendum, pi. -a 
xvm. sb. use of gerundive of L. addere. ad- 
ditament xrv. - L. additdmentum, f. addere, 
addit-. addition xrv. - F. or L. Hence ad¬ 
ditional xvn; cf. F. additionel. additive xvn. - 
late L. additions. 

adder tserpent; viper. OE. nxd(d)re, corr. to OS. 
nddra, OHG. ndtara (G. natter) and (with a dif¬ 
ferent vowel-grade) ON. nadria), Goth. nadrs: 
rel. to L. natrix water-snake. As in apron, auger, 
umpire, orig. n- has been lost by coalescence 
with a preceding indef. art., a nadder becoming 
an adder (xiv). For the reverse process see 
newt, etc. 

addict devote or apply habitually, xvi. At first 
and still mainly in pp. addicted, which super¬ 
seded taddict (xvi) - L, add ictus, pp. of addicere, 
f. ad- -+- dicere appoint, allot (see diction). Hence 
addict sb. xx. 

addle (of an egg) rotten, putrid, xm. ME. adel 
(in adel eye ‘addle egg’), adj- use of OE. adela 
stinking urine, etc. Used fig. in addle-head(ed) 
xvn. Hence addled xvii (cf. ed‘), whence addle 
vb xvm. 

address fmake straight or right; (-accoutre, 
dress; tdirect; refl. apply oneself to xrv; 
direct (words or speech) to xv; speak directly 
to xvm. - OF. adrecier (mod. adresser) Rom. 
*addirectiare, f. ad + L directus direct Cf. 
dress. Hence, or partly - (O)F., address sb. xvi. 

adduce xv - L. adducere, f. ad- + ducere lead, 
bring (cf. duke). 

-ade repr F. -ade in adoptions of (i) Pr., Sp.. Pg. 
words in ada or It. words in -ata, as ambuscade, 
barricade, cavalcade, crusade-, (ii) new F. for¬ 
mations, as balustrade, cannonade, fusillade, 
lemonade. (In ballad and salad reduced to -ad.) 
Of limited use in Eng. as a living suffix, e.g. 
blockade, ginger ade: but several words formerly 
current with -ado survive only with -ade 

adenoid glandular; sb. pi. glandular growths 
xrx. - Gr. adenoeidis, f. adin, aden- giand; see 
-OID. 

adept xvii. - L. adept us, f. adept-, pp. stem of 
adipisci attain, acquire, f. apere fasten (cf. apt). 

adequate xvii. - L. adxqudtus, pp. of adxqudre 
equalize, f. sequus equal; see -ate5. 

adhere xvi. - (O)F. adherer or L. adhxrere, f. 
ad-4 hxrere stick. So adherent adj. xiv; sb. 
xv. - (O)F. adherent - L. adhaerent-. adhesion 
xvii. - F adhesion or L. adhxsio, -on-, f. adhses-, 
pp. stem of adhaerere. 

adieu xrv (late ME. also adew(e)). - AN. adeu, 
(O)F. adieu, f. d to (ad-) + Dieu God L. deus. 

adipose xvm. - modL. adiposus, f. L. adeps, 
adip- fat; see -ose. 

adjacent xv. - L. adj ace ns, -ent-, prp. of adj a 
cere, f. ad- + jacere lie down; see ent. 

adjective (gram.) designating an attribute. 

xiv. - (O)F adjectif, -ive - late L. adjectivus, -iva, 
f. adject-, pp. stem of adicere add, f. ad- + jacere 
throw; see -ive. 

adjoin xiv. - OF. ajoi(g)n-, stem of ajoindre 
(mod. adjoindre)L. adjungere, f. ad- + jungere 
JOIN. 

adjourn fappoint a day for xiv; defer xv. - OF. 
ajorner (mod. ajourner), f. phr. a jorn (name) 
to an (appointed) day, jorn L. diurnum day 
(whence F. jour, etc.), n. of diurnus daily (cf. 
diurnal). 

adjudicate xvm. f. pp. stem (see -ate®) of L. 
adjudicare (f. ao-+judex, judic- judge), whence 
OF. ajugier (mod. adjuger), the source of ad¬ 
judge xiv. So adjudication xvii. - F. or L. 
adjunct adj. and sb. xvi (earlier Sc ). - L. ad- 
junctus, -um, pp. of adjungere adjoin. 
adjure tput (one) to his oath xiv; charge 
solemnly xv. - L. adjurdre, f. ad- +jus,jur- oath 
(cf. jury). So adjuration xrv (rare before xvn). - 
F. or L. 

adjust xvn. - F. tadjuster (mod. ajuster), f. juste 
just. So adjustment xvii. 

adjutant xvii. - L. adjutdns, -ant-, prp. of ad- 
jutdre, frequent, of adjuvare help; see -ant. 
ad libitum xvii; abbrev. ad lib, xix. - L. phr., 
i.e. ad according to, libitum pleasure. 



administer 6 advice 

administer xiv. ME. a(d)ministren - OF. 
amenistrer - L. administrate, f. ad- + ministrdre 
minister. So administration xrv. - F. or L. 
administrative xvih. - L. administrator 
xvi. - F. or L. 

admiral tSaracen ruler or prince xm- xv; naval 
commander-in-chief xv. ME. a(d)mira(i)l - (O)F. 
amiral - medL. a(d)mirdlis, etc., f. Arab, amir 
commander. See emir. So admiralty xv. 

admire fwonder (at); regard with pleased sur¬ 
prise. xvi (late). - F. admirer (OF. amirer) or L. 
admirari, f. ad- + mirdri wonder (see miracle). 

So admirable, admiration xv. 
admit let in xrv; allow the truth of xv. - L. ad- 
mittere, f. ad- + mittere send (see mission). Hence 
admittance xvi. So admission xv. - L. ad 

missio, -on-, f. admiss-, pp. stem of admittere. So 
admissible xvn. - F. - medL. 

admixture xvn. f. admixt-, pp. stem of L. ad- 
miscere, f. ad- + miscere mix (cf. mixture). 

admonish xiv. ME. amonesten - OF. amonester 
- Rom. *admonestdre, unexpl. deriv. of L. ad 
monere, f. ad- + monere advise (cf. monition). 

The initial syll. was latinized to ad-, and the 
final syll. became ish by assoc, with -ish*. So 
admonishment xm (first a(d)monestement). 
admonition xrv (first amonicio(u)n). 

ado (arch., dial., first in northern and eastern 
areas) dealings, trouble, fuss. xiv. f. phr. at do, 
f. adoption of ON. at (see at) + do\ corr. to the 
native formation to-do. 

-ado repr. Sp., Pg. -ado (:- L. -dtus -ate1), m. pp. 
ending of vbs. in -ar, as in desperado, tornado. 

This suffix was also freq. used irreg. in late-xvi 
and xvii adoptions of words in F. -ade, Sp. ada, 
It. -ata; e g. bravado, crusado, palisado, some of 
which have survived as the regular form, while 
in others -ado has been superseded by -ade. 

adobe unburnt brick dried in the sun. xvm. - 
Sp., f. Arab, at-tub, i.e. al-*, tub brick, 

adolescent sb. xv; adj. xvm. - (O)F. ado¬ 
lescent - L. adolesce ns, -ent-, prp of adolescere 
grow up; see ad-, aliment, -escent. So ado¬ 
lescence XV. 

adopt xv. - (O)F. adopter or L. adoptare choose 

for oneself; see ad-, opt. So adoption xrv, adop¬ 
tive xv. 

adore xiv. - (O)F. adorer, refash., after L., of 
OF. ao(u)rer (whence ME. aouren xiv)L. ad 
drare reverence, worship, f. ad- + orare; cf. or 

ate. So adorable xvn. - F. or L. adoration xvi. 
adorn xiv. - OF. adorner, refash., after L., of 
OF. ao(u)rner (whence ME. aournen) L. ad 
ornare, f. ad- + ornare furnish, deck; cf. orna 

ment. So adornment xv. 
adown (dial., poet.) dcwn(ward). OE. adun(e), 
reduced form of ofdune, i.e. of from (a-1) 

+ dat. of dun hill, down1. Aphetic down*. 

adrift XVII. f. A-' -f DRIFT, 

adroit xvn. - (0>F. adroit, f. adv. phr. a droit 
rightly, i.e. a to (ad ) + droit right L. directus 
DIRECT (cf. DRESS). 

adulation xv. - (O)F. adulation or L. aduldtio, 
-on-, f. adulat-, pp. stem of adulari fawn upon, 

whence adulate xvm; see -ation. 

adult adj. xvi, sb. xvii. - L. adult us, pp. of ad¬ 
olescere (see adolescent); cf. F. adulte. 

adulterate tcommit adultery; fdebauch; 
falsify, debase, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. adulterdre\ 
see -ate*. So adulteration xvi. - F. or L. 

adulterer xvi. Used xvi-xvm beside synon. 
tadulter, but finally established as the more 
congruent form in the series adulterate tcommit 
adultery, -erer, -eress, -erous, adultery, which 
repl. the ME. forms (xiv) avoutren, -rer, -resse, 
-rous (xv), -rie, all of which were from derivs. in 
OF. of L. adulterdre (see prec). 

adumbrate shadow forth, prefigure xvi; over¬ 
shadow xvn. f. pp. stem of L. adumbrdre, f. ad 

+ umbra shade, shadow; see -ate*. So adum¬ 
bration xvi (earlier than the vb.). - L. 

advance xm (first in the sense ‘promote, for¬ 
ward’). ME. ava(u)ncen - OF. avancier (mod. 
<er), f. Rom. *abantiare, f. late L. abante 
(whence F. avant), f. L. ab off, away + ante 
before (see ante ). Hence advance sb. xvn. So 
advancement xm. 

advantage xrv. ME. ava{u)ntage - (O)F. avan- 
tage, f. avant before, see prec. and -age. Aphetic 
vantage. Hence, or - (O)F., advantage vb. xv. 
advantageous xvi. - (O)F. 

advent Church season preceding Christmas xn; 
the Coming of Christ xv; arrival xvm. - OF. 
advent, refash, after L. of avent (also mod.) - L. 
advent us, f. advent-, pp. stem of advenire arrive, 
f. ad- + venire come. 

adventitious coming from without, acci¬ 
dental, casual, xvn. f. adventitius, medL sp. of 
L. adventicius, f. advent-, see prec. and -mous*. 

adventure fchance, hazard, risk xm; hazard¬ 
ous enterprise xrv. ME. aventure - (O)F.Rom. 
*adventura, sb. use of fut. part, of L. advenire; 
see advent, -URE. So adventure vb. xrv. ad¬ 
venturer xv. adventurous xrv. Aphetic 
VENTURE. 

adverb word that qualifies an adjective, a verb, 
or another adverb, xv. - F. adverbe or L. ad- 
verbium, f. ad- + verbum word, verb; lit. ren¬ 
dering of Gr. epirrema (f. epi- + rhema word). So 
adverbial xvn, adverbially xv. 

adverse xiv. - later OF. advers, -se, refash, after 
L. of avers L. adversus, pp. of advertere turn 
towards; see ad-, verse. So adversary xrv. - 
(O)F. or L. adversity xm. 

advert (obs. or arch.) turn one’s attention (cf. 
animadvert), xv. (Earlier also avert) - (O)F. 
avertir (now only) warn Rom. *advertire, see 
next. The rel. advertence (xrv), -ency (xvn), 
-ent (xvn) are now mainly repr. in the neg. 
INADVERTENCE, etc. 

advertise ftake note of; tdirect the attention 
of; give notice of. xv. f. advertiss-, lengthened 
stem (see -ish*) of F. tadvertir, refash, of avertir 
warn Rom. * advertire, for L. advertere (see 
adverse). The current form has been infl. by 
advertisement xv (earlier also avert ) - F. 
avertissement, tad- 

advice fopinion xm; fdeliberation; counsel xiv; 
information given xv. ME. avis - (O)F. Rom. 
*advisum, f. L. ad-+ visum, n. pp. of videre 
see (videri seem); cf. wrr*. So advise xm. ME. 
avisen - (O)F. aviser (refash, after L. as tad 
viser)Rom. *advisare, f. -visdre, for L. visere, 
f. videre. 



advocate 7 afield 

advocate ME. a(d)vocat - (O)F. avocat - L. ad- 
vocatus, sb. use of pp. of advocare call in as wit 
ness or counsellor, f. ad- + vocare call. The form 
with ad- is due to latinization. So advocate vb 
xvii. 

advowson patronage of an ecclesiastical office, 
etc.; right of presentation to a benefice, xm. - 
AN. a(d)voweson, OF. avoeson L. advocatio, 
-on-, f. advocare; see prec., -ation. 

adze tool for cutting away the surface of wood. 
OE. adesa, ME. adese, later adys, etc.; adzie) 
dates from xviii; peculiarly Eng.; of unkn. orig. 

aegis defence, protection, xvm. - L. - Gr. aigis 
shield of Zeus (in L. of Jupiter or Minerva), 

aegrotat (in Eng. universities) certificate of ill 
ness. xix. 3rd pers. sing. pres, indie, of L. aegro- 
tare be sick, f. aeger, aegr- sick, 

aeon, eon an age of the universe, xvu. - ecclL. 
aeon - Gr. aidn age, rel. to L. aevum (cf. age, ay). 

aerate xvm. f. L. der air + -ate*, after F. oerer, 
a learned formation on the L. 

aerial pert, to or resembling air or the atmo¬ 
sphere. xvu. f. L. aerius (f. Gr. derios, f. dtr, der- 
air) + -al*. 

aerie see eyrie. 
aero- comb, form of Gr. d&r air, in many techn. 
terms, some of which are - F. terms in aero-. 
aerodrome t(i) aeroplane xix; (ii) airfield xx; 
in (i) - Gr. aerodromos traversing the air; in (ii) 
f. Gr. dromos course (cf. hippodrome), aero¬ 
dynamic, -ics xix. cf. F. aerodynamique. aero¬ 
naut xvm. - F„ f. Gr. nautes sailor; hence 
aeronautical, -ics xix. aeroplane t(i) plane of 
a flying-machine; (ii) heavier-than-air flying 
machine xix; in (i) f. plane*; in (ii) - F. aero¬ 
plane, f. Gr. -pianos wandering (see planet). 

aery aerial; etherial. xvi (in later use poet ). - L. 
aerius, f. der air; suffix assoc, with -y1 (cf. 
AIRY). 

aesthetic xix (but used occas before 1800 in the 
Kantian sense ‘pert, to the philosophy of sen¬ 
suous perception’). The current sense ‘pert, to 
the criticism of the beautiful or to the theory of 
taste’ is derived ult. from the title of A. T. 
Baumgarten’s ‘Aesthetica’ (1750). - Gr. aisthe- 
tikos, f. aisthetd things perceptible by the 
senses, f. aislhesthai perceive; see -ic. Also aes¬ 
thetics xix. Hence aesthete xix, prob after 
athlete. 

aestival pert, to the summer, xiv. Also, as in 
early use, estival - (O)F. estival - L. aestivalis, 
f. aestivus, f. aestus heat; see -ive, al\ 

aetiology, U S. etiology doctrine of cause or 
causation, xvi. - L. aetiologia - Gr. aitiologid, f. 
aitia cause; see -logy. 

af- assim. form of ad- before/. 
afar (tfrom or) at a distance. ME. of feor xn, on 
ferr xiv, later a fer, a far, i.e. of from (a-*), on 
(a-1), far. 

afeard (dial., arch.) afraid. OE. dfaered, pp. of 
dfxran\ see a-* and fear vb. Superseded by 
AFRAID. 

affable xvi. - (O)F. affable - L. affdbilis easy to 
be spoken to, i.fdrispeak; see af-, fable, -able. 
So affability xv. 

affair xm. ME. aferie), offeree) - OF. afaire, afere 
(mod. affaire), f. phr. a faire to do. Cf. ado, to-do. 

affect' faspire to xv; thave a liking for xvi; 
display or assume openly; assume or pretend 
falsely xvu. - F. affecter or L. affectare, f. affect-, 
pp. stem of afficere put to, (refl.) apply oneself 
to; see next. So affectation xvi. 

affect* attack, influence, move. xvii. - F. affecter 
or f. L. affect-, pp. stem of afficere act upon, in¬ 
fluence, f. ad- + facere do. 

affected (i) tsought after, cherished; assumed; 
full of affectation xvi; pp. of affect1, (ii) having 
(a certain) disposition or affection xvi; f. L. affec- 
tus disposed, pp. of afficere (see prec.)+ ed'. (iii) 
infected xvu; pp of affect*. 

affection emotion, disposition, fondness xm; 
bodily state, spec, abnormal xvi. - (O)F. - L. 
affectid, -on-, f. afficere affect*. So affectionate 
xvi. - medL. affectiondtus or F. affectionne. 
affective xv. 

affidavit statement confirmed by oath, xvii. 3rd 
pers. sing. pt. of medL. affiddre declare on oath, 
f. L. af +.fidare, i.fidus trusty (see faith). 

affiliate xvm. f. pp. stem of medL. affiliare, f. 
af- +,filius son (see filial), prob. after F. affilier, 
see -ate*. So affiliation xvm. - F. - medL 

affinity relationship (esp. by marriage) xiv; 
(nat. hist., chem.) structural likeness xvm. - 
OF. afinite (mod. off ) - L. affinitds, f. affinis 
related, lit, bordering on, f. af- + finis border; see 
-ITY. 

affirm xiv. ME. affermen - OF. afermer (mod. 
affirmer)L. affirmare-, f. af- + firmus firm'. So 
affirmation xv. - F. or L. 

affix vb. xv. ~ OF. affixer or medL. affixdre, f. 
af- + fixdre fix. So affix sb. (cf. prefix, suffix). 
xvii. 

afflict xiv. - L. afflietdre or f. afflict-, pp. stem 
of affligere f. af-+fligere strike; partly after pp. 
tafflict. So affliction xiv. - (O)F. - L. (esp. eccl.). 

affluent flowing in abundance xv, wealthy 
xvm; sb. feeder of a river xix. - (O)F. - L. 
affluens, -ent-, prp. of affluere, f. af- + fluere flow 
(see fluent). So affluence xiv. 

afford tfurther, carry out OE.; be able, have the 
means xiv; grant, yield xvi. Late OE. gefordian, 
f. ge- \-+fordian to further, f. forth. After the 
reduction of the prefix to a-, the sp. was assim. 
to words of L. origin in aff-, for the change of th 
to d cf. burden, murder. 

afforest convert into forest, xvi. - medL. affore- 
stdre, f. af- + foresta forest. So afforestation 
XVII. 

affray vb. (arch.) startle, frighten, xiv. - AN. 
affraier, OF. esfreer, effreer (mod. effrayer) 
Rom. *exfridare, f. L. ex-' + Rom. *fridus - Gmc. 
*fripuz peace; see afraid. So affray sb. xiv. - 
AN. affrai, for OF. esfrei, effrei, f. the vb. Aphetic 
fray'. 

affright (arch.) frighten, xvi. f. taffright fright¬ 
ened, OE. afyrhted, pp. of *afyrhtan (cf. fright). 
Hence affright sb. xvi. 

affront vb. xiv. - OF. afronter strike in the face 
(mod. aff )Rom. *affrontdre, f. L. phr. adfron- 
tem\ see af-, front. Hence affront sb. xvi; cf. F. 
affront. 

afield on or to the field OE.; abroad xv. OE. on 
felda, ME. o felde, a felde, i.e. on, a-*, and dat. of 
FIELD. 



afire 8 agnate 

afire xm. ME. afire, o(n)fire, i.e. on, a-1, and dat. 
of FIRE. 

aflame xvi. f. a-1 + flame, after afire. 

afloat on the water or the sea. xn. - ME. o(n) 
flote on the sea, at sea, i.e. on, a-', and dat. of 
OE.flot sea (see float); in ME. partly after ON. 
a flat and OF. a flote, from xvi prob. a new 
formation. 

afoot on foot (lit. and fig ), xm. ME. afote, o(n) 
fote, i.e. on, a-', and dat. of foot; partly after 

ON. a fotum. 
afore (arch.) in front, in advance. OE. onforan, 
ME. on-, aforen, reinforced by afore (xiv), f. 
tfore adv. and prep. Hence taforehand (xrv), 
aforetlme(s) (xv), aforesaid (xiv), modelled 
on beforehand, -time, f beforesaid (xrv). 
aforethought xvi, after tprepensed. 

afraid xiv. ME. af[f)raied, pp. of affray used 
as adj. after AN. afraye, superseded afeard. 

afresh xv. After anew (earlier of (a) fresh (xv- 
xvi)); see a-*, fresh. 

African OE. Jsb.), xvi_(adj.). - L. Africanus, 
f. Africa, f. Afri (sg. Afer) ancient people of 
N. Africa; see -an. 

Afrikaner (earlier also Afrikander) white 
native of S. Africa, xrx. - Afrikaans, earlier 
(Cape) Du. Afrikaander, f. Afrikaan (sb.) Afri 
can + -der, pers. suff. after Hollander Dutch¬ 
man. So Afrikaans xx. var.of Afrikaansch. 

aft (prop, naut.) in or near the hinder part, xvii 

(fore and aft), prob. alt. of earlier abaft, baft, 
after LG., Du. achter (see next), 

after OE. xfter adv. and prep. = OS , OHG aflar 
(Du. achter), ON. aptr, Goth, aftra, Gmc. adv., 
prob. compar. deriv. of *af- in OE. xftan from 
behind. Hence after adj., OE.; later the adv. in 
attrib. use (cf. next). 

after- the adv.-prep, after in comb., in senses 
‘hinder’, ‘subsequent(ly)’, etc. OE. had, e.g., 
xfterboren posthumous, xfterfolgere successor, 

after-birth placenta, xvi (also Rafter-burthen). 
perh. directly - G. afterbiirde (Luther, Deut. 28: 
57), also aftergeburt, see prec., birth. 

aftermath second crop of grass xvi; esp. fig. 
xvii. f. after- + Rmath a mowing, OE. mx6, f. 
Gmc. *mx- mow*. 

aftermost xvni. f. after + -most. 

afternoon xiii. f. after- + noon; cf. late L. post- 
meridiem adv., F. apres-midi. 

afterward tbehind OE.; subsequently xm. OE. 
xfterweard (also adj ); see after-, -ward(s). 

ag- assim. form of ad before g. 
aga, agha Ottoman title, xvi. - Turk, aga mas¬ 
ter, lord. 

again fin the opposite direction, back OE.; fin 
return xm; once more, anew xiv; tprep to 
wards, opposite, against OE. OE. (WS.) ongean, 
ongen, later agen, (Angl.) ongxgn, ongegn, 
whence typical ME. forms a$en and a3ain, 
ajein, corr. to OS. angegin, OHG. ingagan (G 
entgegen). The native forms in aj-, ay- did not 
survive beyond xvi, being superseded uni¬ 
versally by forms in ag- from Scand., and ap¬ 
pearing first in northern and eastern texts 
XIII. 

against opposite (now only in over against), in 

resistance to xn; contrary to; in return for xm. 

ME. a3eines, asaines, a3ens, f. a3ein, etc. + -es, 
see prec., -s. For the parasitic -t cf. amidst, 

AMONGST. 

agape1 gaping, xvii. f. a-' + gape. 

agape* early Christian love-feast xvii; Chris¬ 
tian love xrx. - Gr. agape brotherly love, f. aga- 
pan vb. love. 

agaric kind of fungus, xv. - L. agaricum - Gr. 
agarikon, said by Dioscorides to be named from 
Agaria in Sarmatia; see -ic. 

agate variety of chalcedony, xvi. - (O)F. - L. 
achates - Gr. akhdtes. 

age sb. xm. - OF. eage, dage, age (mod. age) 
Gallo-Rom. *xtdticum, f. L. xtds, xtdt-, earlier 
xvit&s, f. xvum age of time (cf. aeon). Hence age 

vb. xrv. aged xv; after F. age. 
-age suffix repr. (O)F. -age L. -aticus -atic. 

For the Rom. extended use of -dticum see prec., 
COURAGE. 

agenda items of business to be considered, 
xix. - L., pi. of agendum, sb. use of n. gerundive 
of agere (see next). 

agent xv. - L. agios, agent-, sb. use of prp. of 
agere do; see -ent. So agency xvn. 

agglomerate gather into a mass. xvii. f. pp. 
stem of L. agglomerare, f. kg-+ glomus ball, 
mass, partly through F. agglomerer, see -ate*. 

So agglomeration xvm. - F. or L. 
agglutinate unite as with glue. xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. agglutinare, f. ag- + gluten glue; see -ate*. 

So agglutination xvi, agglutinative xvn. 
aggrandize make or make to appear greater. 
xvii. f. agrandiss-, lengthened stem (see -ish*) 

of (O)F. agrandir, prob. - It. aggrandire, f. 
KG- + grandire - L. grandlre, f grandis grand; 

the ending was assim. to verbs in -ize. So 
aggrandizement xvn. 

aggravate fburden; add weight or gravity to 
xvi; incense, provoke xvii. f. pp. stem of L. 
aggravdre, f. ag-+gravis heavy, grave*; prob. 
through F. aggraver, see -ate*. So aggravation 
xv. - F. - medL. 

aggregate collected into one body; sb. sum 
total, entire mass. xv. - L. aggregdtus, pp. of 
aggregdre, f. AG-+grex, greg- flock (cf. gre¬ 
garious). Hence aggregate vb., aggregation 
xv. 

aggression xvn. - F. agression or L. aggressio, 
-on-, f. aggress-, pp. stem of aggredi attack, f. 
AG- + gradi walk (see -grade). So aggressive 
xix; perh. after F. 

aggrieve xrv. ME. agreven - OF. agrever make 
heavier L. aggravdre aggravate. 

aghast xm. ME. agast, pp. of Ragasten frighten, 
f. k* + Rgasten, app.OE. gxstan. The sp. with 
gh (xvm) is due to assoc, with ghastly. 

agile xv. - (O)F. agile - L. agilis, f. agere do; see 
agent, -ile. So agility xv. 

agitate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. agitare move to and 
fro, frequent, of agere do (see agent, -ate*); cf. 
(O)F. agiter. So agitation xvi. - F. or L. agi¬ 

tator xvn. 
agley, aglee (Sc.) crooked, awry. xvm. f. a-’ 

+1gley, gly (xm) squint. 
agnate kinsman by the father’s side xvi (adj. 
xvm). f. L. agnatus, f. ad- + (g)ndtus bom, see 

COGNATE. 
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agnostic xix f. a* + gnostic; invented by 
T. H. Huxley. 

ago, (arch, and dial.) agone xrv. pp. of ME. 
agon, OE. dgdn pass away, corr. to OS. agangan, 
OHG. irgangan, irgdn (G. ergehen), Goth, us- 
gaggan, see a-*, go. 

agog xv. prob. modelled (with assim. to for 
mations with a-') on late OF. en gogues, i.e. en 
in, pi. of gogue merriment, pleasantry, of unkn. 
orig. 

agony anguish of mind xrv; death struggle xv; 
extreme bodily suffering xvn. - (O)F agonie or 
late L. agonia - Gr. agonia, f. agdn contest, 
struggle; see -y*. So agonize xvi. 

agoraphobia morbid dread of public places, 
xix. - modL., irreg. f. Gr. agord (place of) as¬ 
sembly, market-place; see -phobia. 

agrarian xvn. f. L. agrarius, f. ager, agr- land; 
see acre, arian. 

agree tplease; become favourable, accede xrv; 
be in harmony or accord xvi. - (O)F. agreer 
Rom. *aggrdtdre, f. L. ag- + grdtus pleasing (cf. 
grace). So agreeable (hence agreeably), 
agreement xrv. 

agriculture xv. - (0)F. agriculture or L. agri¬ 
cultural see acre, culture. Hence agricul¬ 
tural xviii, -alist xix, agriculturist xvm. 

agrimony plant of the genus Eupatorium or 
Agrimonia. Earlier egre-, egrimoine (xrv) - 
(O)F. aigremoine; the later agrimony (xv) is 
based directly on L. agrimonia, misreading for 
L. argemonia - Gr. argemdne poppy, f. argemon 
white spot on the eye, which the plant was re¬ 
puted to cure. 

agro- comb, form of Gr. agros field, acre. 

aground ton or to the ground xm; on or to the 
bottom of shallow water xvi. f. a-1 + ground; cf. 
ON. a grunn into the shallows, 

ague tacute fever xm; malarial fever xrv. - 
OF. medL. acuta, sb. use (sc. febris fever) of 
fern, of L. acutus acute. 

ah int. xm. Earliest form a - OF. a (later and 
mod. ah)\ cf. It., Sp. ah, and similar forms in 
various languages. Comb, with ha produced 
aha xm. 

ahead (orig. naut.) xvii. Earlier ton head (xvi); 
f. a-' + HEAD. 

ahoy xvm. f. a ah + hoy*. 

aid vb. xv. - OF. aidier (mod. aider) - L. adju- 
tare, frequent, of adjuvdre, f. ad- + juvdre help. 
So aid sb. xv. 

aide-de-camp xvn. - F., lit. ‘camp assistant’, 
ail (arch.) trouble, afflict OE.; be ill (now in prp. 
ailing) xv. OE. eglan, eglian, f. egle troublesome, 
rel. to Goth, agls disgraceful, agio oppression, 
usagljan oppress. Hence ailment xvm. 

aileron xx. - F. aileron, dim. of aile wing, 
aim festimate; direct (a missile, blow), xiv. ME. 
a(i)men, partly - OF. e(s)mer, a(s)mer L. aesti- 
mare (see esteem); partly - OF. aeis)mer L. 
*adaestimdre (see ad-). Hence (or - OF. ae(s)me, 
e(s)me) aim sb. xrv. 

air A. atmosphere xm; B. appearance, manner 
xvi; C. melody, tune xvi. prop, three words, but, 
as in F., the earliest has absorbed the others. In 
A, ME. eir, air - (O)F. air - L. her, der- - Gr. der. 
In B, - F. air (xvi), prob. repr. OF. aire place, 

race, quality (cf. debonair); see eyrie. In C, like 
later F. air (xvn), repr. It. aria, orig. L. (Gr.) 
der a, acc. of der, but later infl. by OF. aire. 
Hence air vb. xvi. airy xiv (cf. aery). 

air-tight xvm. f. air + tight, after water-, 
wind-tight, cf. G. luftdicht. 

airwood see harewood. 

aisle lateral section of a church xiv; passageway 
in a church xviii. ME. ele, ile\ later isle (xvi- 
xviii), aile, aisle (from xviii) - OF. ele (mod. 
aile) L. ala wing of bird, army, or building. 
The forms show confusion with isle. 

aitch-bone the bone of the buttock, xix (also 
H-bone), orig. nac/ie bone (xv), f. earlier nage 
(xiv) - OF. nache, nage, pi. naches late L. 
naticas, acc. pi. of naticae, f. L. natis (usu. pi. 
-es) buttock. 

ajar slightly open. xvm. alt. of Sc. and north, 
dial, achar, on charge) (xvi), i.e. on, a-', and 
char OE. cerr (WS. cierr) turn (see chare) 

The earliest records of the ./-form (xvn) are in 
the analytical var. at jar, (up)on the jar, etc. 

akimbo with hands on hips and elbows turned 
outwards xv. Late ME. in kenebowe, later (by 
assim. to a-', on) a or on kenbow, etc., akimbo 
(xvm); prob. - ON. phr. *i keng boginn bent in 
a curve’; see in, bow*. 

akin xvi (earlier of kin), f. a-*, kin. 

al-' assim. form of ad- before /. 
al-* Arab. def. art. al the, forming an essential 
element of many words of Rom. (esp. Sp. and 
Pg.) orig. adopted in Eng., as alcohol, algebra, 
alkali. 

-al' suffix repr. L. -dlis forming adjs. from sbs. 
with the sense ‘of the kind of, pertaining to’. It 
became -el in OF., with which many F. words 
were adopted, e.g. actuel, mortel, this form, to 
some extent in F. and gen. in Eng., was refash, 
after L. as -al, whence L. adjs. in -dlis and F. adjs. 
in -el have been adopted with -al unrestrictedly. 
The L. adjs. were primarily f. sbs., as oralis 

oral, f. os, or- mouth. This type was greatly in¬ 
creased in medL. and modL. and consequently 
in the Rom. languages by formations not only 
on L. but on Gr. stems (after L. borealis, hebdo 
maddlis). In L. itself -dlis was added to existing 
adjs., as annudlis (f. annuus), inferndlis (f. in 
fernus); hence the suffix is added freely in the 
mod. langs. to many classes of formations, in¬ 
cluding those with suffixes of Gr. origin, ac, ic, 
-oid (see -acal, -ical, -oidal). 

-al* earlier -aile, repr. F. -aille, which was gen¬ 
eralized from such words as bataille battle, 

(e)spousaille{s) (e)spousal, funeraille funeral, 

where the orig. L. was a sb. use of the n. pi. 
of an adj. in -al'. Among the earliest exx. are 
acquittal (xv), arrival (xiv); from xvi many 
derivs. of L. or F. vbs. came into use, e.g. trial, 
a few have been made on native end-stressed 
vbs., as bestowal, betrothal, withdrawal. Bridal 
and burial simulate this ending, though their 
orig. is different. 

alabaster xrv. - OF. alabastre (mod. albdtre) - 
L. alabaster, -trum container for perfume - Gr. 
aldbast{r)os. 

alack (arch.) excl. of dissatisfaction, (hence) of 
surprise or regret, xv. prob. f. a ah + lack (sb.). 
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after alas. Hence alack-a-day; cf. lacka¬ 
daisical. 

alacrity xv. - L. alacritds, f. alacer, alacr- brisk; 
See AMBLE, -ITY. 

alarm t(excl.) to arms! xiv; call to arms, fsur- 
prise attack; state of surprise with fear xvi. 
ME. alarme, alarom, later alarum (xvi) - (0)F. 
alarme - It. allarme, i.e. all'arme 'to the arms’ 
(see arm*), orig. a call. Hence alarm vb. xvi. 

alas xiii. - OF. a las(se) (also helas, mod. helas) 
‘ah! weary (that I am)!’, i.e. a ah + las(se) L. 
lass us, fern, lassa weary (cf. lassitude). 

alb (eccl.) long tunic with sleeves. OE. albe - 
ecclL. alba, sb. use (sc. tunica tunic, vestis gar 
ment) of L. albus white. 

albatross xvii. usu. taken to be alt., by assoc, 
with L. albus white, of falcatras pelican, etc. 
(xvi) - Sp., Pg. alcatraz, var. of Pg. alcatruz orig. 
bucket of an irrigating water-wheel, corr. to 
Sp. alcaduz - Arab, al-k&dus, i.e. al-*, kddus 
pitcher. The changes of sense and form are a 
serious difficulty. 

albeit xiv. Conjunctive phr. al be it, fuller form 
of albe, i.e. all adv., be 3rd sing. pres. subj. of 
be, with a clause following (introduced or not 
by that), the orig. meaning being let it entirely 
be (that)’; formerly with corr. pt., fal were it. Cf. 
howbeit. 

albino xviii. - Sp., Pg. albino, f. albo white + -ino 
(see -ine‘). 

Albion Britain. OE. Albion - L. Albion, Gr. 
Alouion - Celtic *Albio, -on--, usu. referred to 
*albho- (L. albus) white, the allusion being to 
the white cliffs of Britain (cf. Alps). 

album blank book for the insertion of collected 
items, xvii. - L. album (white tablet on which 
records, etc., were inscribed, list), sb. use of n. of 
albus white; first in G. use as album amicorum 
album of friends’, in which the owner collected 
the signatures of fellow scholars. 

albumen white of egg. xvi. - late L. albumen, f. 
albus white. 

alchemy xrv. ME. alkamye, etc. - OF. alkemie, 
alkamie (mod. alchimie) - medL. alchimia, 
<hernia = Arab, al-kimiya', i.e. al-*, kimiyd' 
- Gr. khem(e)ia art of transmuting metals. By 
assoc, with Gr. khumeia infusion arose the 
modL. alchymia, whence the frequent xvi-xvm 
Eng. sp. alchymy (cf. chymistry, var. of chem¬ 

istry). Hence alchemical xvi. So alchemist 

xv (cf. talchemister, etc. xrv). - OF. alkemiste or 
medL. alchemist a. 

alcohol ffine metallic powder, esp. as produced 
by sublimation xvi; distilled or rectified spirit of 
wine xviii, (chem.) compound of the type of this 
xix. - F. (now alcoot) or medL. - Arab, al-kuhl, 
i.e. al-*, kuhl antimony (used as powder to stain 
the eyelids). Hence alcoholic xvin, -ism xix. 

alcove xvii. - F. alcove - Sp. alcoba - Arab, al- 
kubba, i.e. al-*, kubba vault. 

aldehyde (chem.) fluid obtained by oxidization 
of alcohol; compound of this type. xix. f. al. 
dehyd., abbr. of alcohol dehydrogenatum de¬ 
hydrogenated alcohol. 

alder the tree Alnus glutinosa. OE. alor, aler, 
rel. OHG. elira, erila (G. erle), ON. Qlr, also to L. 
alnus. 

alderman tman of high rank OE.; twarden of 
a guild xn; (hence) magistrate of a borough. OE. 
aldormann, f. aldor (ealdor) chief, prince (f. old) 
+ man. Hence aldermanic xviii. 

Aldine xix. Designation of editions of Gr. and 
L. classics printed or published by Aldo Manu- 
zio and his family (1450-1597). - modL. Aldinus, 
f. Aldus, latinized form of Aldo, see -ine*. 

ale OE. alu (ealu) - OS. alo- (rare), ON. qI. Only 
Eng. retains both ale and beer, the Scand. langs. 
only ale, and the other Gmc. langs. only beer. 

aleatory depending on chance, xvii. - L. dle- 
atorius. f. dledtor gambler, f. a lea game of 
chance; see -ory*. 

alecost the plant Chrysanthemum balsamita, 
formerly used for giving a flavour to ale. xvi. f. 
ale + cost - L. costum - Gr. kostos plant used as a 
spice. 

alee (naut.) on or to the lee side. xrv. f. a-1 + lee’, 
partly after ON. a hie. 

alegar malt vinegar, xiv. f. ale + -egar (see 
eager) of vinegar. Cf. tbeeregar (xv) vinegar 
made from beer. 

alembic former distilling apparatus, xiv. ME. 
alambic, alembike - (O)F. alambic - medL. 
alembicus - Arab, al-'anbik i.e. al-*, ’anbik still 
- Gr. ambix, ambik- cup, cap of still. Almost 
superseded by the aphetic limbeck (earlier lem- 
bik) from xv to xvn, when the full form again 
came into vogue. 

alert adj. xvii. - F. alerte, earlier allerte, 
a Vairte - It. all'erta on the watch, f. erta look-out 
(tower). 

alexandrine pert, to verse of twelve syllables, 
xvi. - F. alexandrin, f. Alexandre, title of a fam¬ 
ous OF. romance (xn-xni), concerning Alex¬ 
ander the Great, in which the metre is used; see 
-INE1. 

alexin (biochem.) substance having the prop¬ 
erty of destroying bacteria, xix. - G. alexin, f. Gr. 
alexein ward off; see -in. 

alfalfa xix. - Sp. alfalfa, formerly alfalfez - 
Arab. al-fa$fa$a ‘the best sort of fodder’, 

al fresco in the open air. xviii. - It. phr. al fresco 
‘in the fresh (air)’. Cf. fresco. 

alga pi. algae xvi. - L. alga seaweed, 
algebra tbone-setting xrv; branch of mathe¬ 
matics xvi. - medL. algebra - Arab, al-jabr, 
i.e. al-*, jabr reunion of broken parts, f. jabara 
reunite. Hence algebraic xvii, -ical xvi, -1st 
XVII. 

algid cold, chill, xvn. - L. algidus, f. algere be 
cold; see -id'. 

algorism Arabic (decimal) system of numera¬ 
tion. xiii. Earliest form augrim, later algor- 
isme - OF. augori(s)me, algorisme - medL. 
algorismus, f. Arab. - Pers. al-K(w)arizmi, sur¬ 
name of 9th-cent. Arab mathematician through 
the European translation of whose work on 
algebra Arabic numerals became generally 
known. 

alias otherwise named xvi; another name xvn. - 
L. alias at another time, otherwise, f. alius (see 
ELSE). 

alibi (leg.) felsewhere; plea of having been else¬ 
where. xvin. - L. alibi elsewhere, f. alius (see 
ELSE). 
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alien actf. and sb. xrv. - OF. - L. alienus. f. alius 
(see else). So alien vb. xiv - (O)F. aliener, 
earlier synon. of alienate (xvi), which was pre¬ 
ceded by the pp. talienate (xv) - L. alienatus, 
pp. of alienare. alienable xvn. alienation xiv. 
- (0)F. or L. 

alight' get down, dismount OE.; settle on xiii. 

OE alihtan, f. a-* + lihtan (rel. light*). 

alight* lighted, on fire. xvm. prob. evolved from 
phr. ton (also of, in) a lightfire (xvi-xviii) ablaze, 
where light appears to be pp. of light* vb. 
kindle, ignite. 

align xvn. - (O)F. aligner, f. phr. a ligne, repr. 
L. ad lineam in a straight line (see ad-, line*). 

So alignment xvm. 
alike adj. (now almost always used predic.). OE. 
gelic (ME. ilich(e), ilik(e), a-forms from xiv) 
Gmc. *ja- y- + *likam form (see like*); for the de¬ 
velopment of OE. ge- to a- cf. afford, aware. 

Cf. like1. So alike adv. OE. gelice. In ME. both 
words were prob. infl. by ON. adj. dlikr, adv. 
alika and corr. OE. onlice, ME. anlich(e), in 
which the pref. is Gmc. *ana- (see on). 

aliment xv (rare before xvii). - F. aliment or L. 
alimentum, f. alere nourish; see -ment. So ali¬ 
mentary xvu. - L. 

alimony xvii. - L. alimonia, f. alere\ see prec. 

and -MONY. 
aliquot xvi. - F. aliquote, medL. aliquota sb. 
use of fern. adj. (sc. pars part), f. L. aliquot some, 
several. 

-ality comp, suffix - (O)F. -alite - L. -dlitas, -tat--, 
see -al\ ity. 

alive OE. on life, ME. o(n) live, alive, i.e. on, a-', 

and dat. of life. 
alkali tsoda ash xiv; saltwort, Salsola kali xvi; 
any substance having the properties of soda 
xvii; (mod. chem.) hydroxide of sodium, potas¬ 
sium, etc. xix. - medL. - Arab, al-kily calcined 
ashes, f. kald fry, roast; see al-*, kali. Cf. F. 
alcali. So alkaline xvii; cf. F. alcalin. alkaloid 
xix. - G. 

all OE. all (ealt) = OS., OHG. al (Du. al, G. all), 
ON. allr, Goth. alls. 

Allah xvi. - Arab, alldh, for al-'ilah, i.e. al-*, 

'ilah god = Aram, eldh, Heb. eloah. 
allay flay aside OE.; put down, repress; 
appease, assuage xiv; dilute, temper xv; miti¬ 
gate xvn. OE. dlecgan, ME. aleggen, superseded 
by aleien, alay (see a-*, lay'). The sense- 
development has been infl. by formal assoc, 
with OF. alegier lighten (see alleviate) and 
aleier, aloier temper, qualify (see alloy). 

allegation xv. - (O)F. allegation or L. allegatio, 
-on-, f. allegdre bring forward, f. al-' + legare dis 
patch, commission (cf. legate); see ation. 

allege fdeclare before a tribunal; cite; advance 
as a reason; assert without proof, xiv. - AN. ale 
gier, for OF. esligier Rom. *exlitigare clear at 
law (f. L. ex-' + lis, lit- lawsuit), used in the sen 
ses of L. allegdre (see prec.), whence F. 
alleguer (which cannot be the source of allege). 

allegiance xiv. - AN. *alligeance (AL. alligan- 
tia), f. OF. ligeance (AL. ligantia), f. lige liege; 

see -ance. 

allegory xrv. - (O)F. allegorie - L. allegoria - 
Gr. allegoria ‘speaking otherwise', f. alios 

other+ agor- in agoreuein speak; see -y*. So 
allegoric xiv, -ical xvi; see -ic, -ical. allegor¬ 

ize xv. - F. allegoriser - late L. allegorizare. 
allegro xvn. - It., repr. L. alacer brisk (see 

ALACRITY). 

alleluia xiii. - ecclL. alleluia - Gr. allelouia, the 
LXX repr. of Heb. hallelujah. 

allergy xx. - G. allergie, f. Gr. alios other, allo- 

+ ergon work + -Y* (cf. energy). Hence 
allergic xx. 

alleviate xv. f. pp. stem of late L. allevidre, f. 
al-' + levis light (see levity); see -ate*. 

alley1 walk, passage, xiv. - OF. alee (mod. allee), 
f. alter walk, go L. ambulare walk. 

alley2, ally toy marble, xvm. Familiar dim. 
(see -y*) of alabaster. Cf. the similar use of LG., 
Du. albast. 

All Hallows (feast oD All Saints, 1 November. 
OE. ealra hdlgena (day) of all saints; hence, with 
retention of the g. pi. inflexion, ME. alle halew- 
ene (xiii), all halowen (xv), allhollon (xvi), etc.; 
with loss of this, al halow, al hal (xiv), etc.; with 
substitution of -s from xv. See hallow'. 

alliance xiii. - OF. aliance (mod. alliance), f. 
alier ally*; see -ance. 

alligator xvii (earlier lagarto, aligarto, ala- 
xvi). - Sp. el lagarto the lizard, which was 
applied spec, to the large saurians of the New 
World. Alligator pear (xvm) is a corruption of 
avocado pear. 

alliteration xvn. - modL. allitteratio, -on-, f. 
al-' + littera letter, after L. agnominatio par¬ 
onomasia; see -ation. Hence alliterate xix, 
alliterative xvm. 

alio- comb, form of Gr. alios other, 
allocate xvn. f. pp. stem of medL. allocare, f. 
al-' + locare place, locate; see -ate*. So allo¬ 
cation XV. 

allocution address, exhortation, xvii. - L. al- 
locutio, -on-, f. allocut-, pp. stem of alloqui 
address, f. al-' 4- loqui speak. Cf. locution. 

allodium estate held in absolute ownership, 
xvii. - medL. al([)odium, f. Frankish *aldd- 
‘entire property’, f. ALL + od (OHG. ot, OE. ead, 
ON. audr) property. So allodial xvii. 

allot assign, orig. by lot. xv. - OF. aloter (repl. 
by mod. allotir), f. a al-' + lot lot. Hence allot¬ 

ment xvi. 
allow A. tcommend; admit, permit; B. assign, 
allot, xiv. - OF. alouer, later all- (i) L. allau- 
dare, f. al-' + lauddre praise, laud, (ii) medL. 
allocare place, allocate. The phonetic identi¬ 
fication in OF. of the orig. distinct forms in 
volved semantic conflation in which the two 
main senses were blended, e g. assign with ap¬ 
proval, grant, concede, permit. So allowable, 

allowance xrv. 
alloy sb. xvi. - (O)F. aloi, f. OF. aloier, earlier 
aleier L. alligare, f. al ' + ligdre bind (cf. 
ally*, lien). So alloy vb. xvii; superseded 
tallay sb. and vb. (xrv) - OF. alei(er). 

allspice pimento, xvii. f. all + spice, so called 
because supposed to combine the flavour of cin¬ 
namon, nutmeg, and cloves, 

allude t’play’ upon; refer (to), xvi. - L. alludere, 
f. al-' + Iddere play, f. ludus game. So allusion 

xvi. 
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allure vb. xv. - OF. alurer. f. a al-' + luere lure. 

Hence allure sb. xvi. 
alluvion wash of sea against shore; flood, al¬ 
luvium. xvi. - F. alluvion - L. alluvio, -on-, f. 
alluo, f. al-' + luere wash. 

alluvium deposit left by water flowing over 
land. xvii. - L., n. of alluvius washed against, f. 
al-* + luv- of luere (cf. prec.). Hence alluvial xix. 

ally1 A. tkindred, kinsman xiv; B. allied person 
or people xv. In A, - OF. alie, sb. use of pp. of 
alier (see next). For the loss of -e cf. assign*, etc. 
In B, f. next. 

ally* join as associate, xm. - OF. alier, ana¬ 
logical alt. of aleier (see alloy). 

almacantar see almucantar. 

Alma Mater xix. - L., ‘bounteous mother’, 
title given by the Romans to Ceres, Cybele, and 
other goddesses, transf. to universities and 
schools as the fostering mothers of their alumni, 

almanac xrv. - medL. almanacih) (Roger 
Bacon, 1267). Its origin remains unknown, 

almandine variety of garnet, xvii. - F. talman- 
dine, alt. of talabandine - late L. alabandina 
(sc. gemma gem), f. Alabanda city of Caria; see 
-INE1. 

almighty OE. selmihtig = OS. alomahtig, OHG. 
alamahtlg, ON. almdttigr, f. pref. form of 
all + mighty, rendering L. omnipotent. 

almond xm. - OF. alemande, a(l)mande (mod. 
amende), for *almandle - medL. amandula, alt. 
of L. amygdala - Gr. amugdale, initial al- app. 
due to assoc, with Rom. words having al-* 

prefixed. 
almoner (orig.) official distributor of alms. xm. 
- AN. aumoner, OF. aumo(s)nier, earlier almos- 
nier (mod. aumonier) Rom. *almosinarius, 
for medL. eleemosyndrius eleemosinary, used 
as sb.; see -er* and cf. alms. 

almost OE. phr. eall(e) mxst nearly all; see all, 

most; substitution of -most for regular -mest was 
established xrv. 

alms OE. xlmesse, -mysse, whence almes (xiii- 

xvii; so in A.V.); reduced to alms xvii; corr. to 
OS. alamosna, OHG. alamuosan (G. almosen), 
ON. glmusa Gmc. *alemos(i)na - popL., Rom. 
*alemosina, alt., prob. through L. alimonia ali¬ 

mony, of ChrL. eleemosyna - Gr. eleemosune, f. 
eletmdn compassionate, f. eleos mercy. Treated 
as a pi. like eaves, riches, which are orig. sings, 

almucantar, almac- (pi.) parallels of alti¬ 
tude, xiv. - OF. almicantarat or medL. -arath - 
Arab, al-mukanfarat pi., f. kanfara to arch; 
see al-*. 

aloe t(resin or wood of) lign-aloes OE.; liliaceous 
genus of plants with bitter juice, whence is made 
a drug xiv. OE. al(e)we - L. aloe - Gr. aloi plant 
and drug. In late ME. reinforced by OF. aloes 
(mod. aloes) or its source aloes, g. sg. of L. aloe, 
as in lign-aloes, whence the frequent use of the 
word in pi. form. 

aloft xii. ME. o lofde) - ON. a lopt(i), i.e. a in, on, 
to, a-1, lopt air, sky (see loft). 

alone xii. ME. al ane, al one, i.e. all, OE. ana 
by oneself (f. an one). In ME. sometimes written 
a lone (whence lone). 

along OE. andlang (cf. anti-, long1). For the 
development of ndl to / cf. eleven. 

aloof (naut.) forder to the steersman to go to 
windward; to or at a distance, xvi. Early forms 
are a luf, aloufe, on luffe, i.e. a, on, a-1, luff, 

prob. after Du. te loef. 
alopecia xiv. - L. alopecia - Gr. aldpekid, f. ald- 
pex, al&pek- fox; so named from the resemblance 
to mange in foxes, 

aloud XIV. f. A-' + LOUD. 

alpaca Peruvian llama, its wool, fabric made 
from this. xvm. - Sp. alpaca (also paco) - 
Quechua alpako (also pako), f. pako reddish- 
brown. 

alphabet xv. - late L. alphabetum, f. Gr. alpha 
+ beta, first two letters of the Gr. alphabet taken 
to repr. the whole; cf. F. alphabet, etc. Hence 
alphabetic xvn, -leal xvi, alphabetize xix. 

Alps (pi.) xrv. - F. Alpes - L. Alpes = Gr. Alpeis, 
variously expl. as (i) ‘white’ (cf. Albion), and 
(ii) ‘high’ (cf. the Italic names of towns in high 
positions). So alpine xv. - L. 

already xrv. orig. two words, all adv. and 
ready, used predic. ‘fully prepared’, passing 
into adv. 

Alsatian German shepherd dog. xx. f. Alsatia 
Alsace. 

also OE. alswd (ealswd) = OHG. alsd (G. also 
therefore); see all, so (cf. as). 

altar OE. altar, alter = OS., OHG., ON. altari\ 
Gmc. adoption of late L. altar, altdre, altdrium 
for L. altdria n. pi. burnt offerings, altar, prob. 
rel. to adolere bum in sacrifice. The native OE. 
word was wi(g)bed, weofod ‘idol table’; the alien 
word was applied spec, to the Christian altar, 

altazimuth (astron.) instrument for deter¬ 
mining the altitude and azimuth, xix. f. alti¬ 

tude)-*-azimuth. 

alter xrv. - (O)F. alterer - late L. alterdre, f. alter 
other. So alteration xrv. - (0)F. or late L. 

altercation xrv. - (O)F. altercation - L. alter - 
cdtid, -on-, f. altercdre wrangle, f. alter other; see 
-ATION. 

alternate adj. xvi. - L. alterndtus, pp. of alter- 
ndre do things by turns, f. altemus, f. alter 
one or other of two, second. So alternate vb. 
xvi; cf. F. altemer; see -ate* *, alternation xv. - 
F. or L. alternative adj. xvi, sb. xvn. - medL.; 
see -ative. 

although xrv. ME. albah,pa(u)3,po(u)3, i.e. all 

adv., though. For the use of al cf. albeit. 

altitude xiv. - L. altitudd, f. altus, high; see old, 

-tudb. 

alto highest male voice, counter-tenor, xvm. - 
It. alto high - L. altus. 

altogether xn. ME. al togederie), i.e. all, 

TOGETHER. 

altruism devotion to the welfare of others, 
xix. - F. altruisme, f. autrui somebody else (infl. 
by L. alter other). Hence altruist, -istic xix. 

alum xiv. - OF. alum (mod. alun)L. alumen. 
aluminium xix. alt. (after potassium, sodium, 
etc.) of aluminum, H. Davy’s modification (1812) 
of the form first suggested by him, viz. alumium 
(1808). Aluminum (now U.S.) is parallel to al¬ 
umina (xvm), modL. formation on the type of 
magnesia, potassa, soda for the ‘earth of 
alum’, aluminium oxide, f. L. alumen, alumin- 
alum. So aluminous (F. alumineux) xvi. 
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alumnus xvii. - L., f. alere nourish, bring up 
(cf. ALIMENT). 

alveolus small cavity, tooth-socket, etc. xvni. - 
L., dim. of alveus trough. Hence alveolar xvin. 

alway tall the time, every time. OE. alne weg, 
acc. of all and way; orig. denoting extent of 
space or distance, but at its first appearance 
already transf. to extent of time. Superseded 
in ordinary use by always xm. 

am see be. 
amadou tinder prepared from fungus, xix. - 
F. - modPr. amadou lit. ‘lover’ L. amator, 
-dr-. 

amalgam mixture of a metal with mercury xv; 
mixture or combination xvii. - (O)F. amalgame 
or medL. amalgama, prob. ult. f. Gr. mdlagma 
emollient, f. maldssein soften, through some 
Arab, form with prefixed al-V So amalgamate 
xvn, amalgamation xvn. 

amanuensis xvn. - L. amanuensis, f. d manu 
in servus & manu ‘slave at hand’, secretary 
+ -ensis belonging to (see -ese). 

amaranth mythical fadeless flower; genus of 
ornamental plants, xvii (xvi in L. form). - F. 
amarante or modL. amaranthus, alt. after 
names in -anthus (Gr. anthos flower) of L. ama- 
rantus - Gr. amdranton, f. k*+maran-, stem 
of marainein to wither. So amaranthine xvn. - 
modL. 

amaryllis genus of bulbous plants, xvin. 
modL. (Linnaeus) use of L. Amaryllis, Gr. Ama 
rullis typical name for a pretty country girl in 
Theocritus, Virgil, and Ovid, 

amass xv. - (O)F. amasser Rom. *admassdre, 
f. ad- + L. massa mass*. 

amateur xvni. - F. - It. amatore - L. amator 
(see next). 

amatory xvi. - L. amatorius, f. amator lover, f. 

pp. stem of amdre love; see -ory*. 

amaze fstun, bewilder OE.; overwhelm with 

wonder xvi. OE. amasian, pp. amasod, whence 

ME. amased, not frequent till xvi. See (aphetic) 

MAZE. 

Amazon one of a race of female warriors, xiv. - 
L. Amazon - Gr. Amaz6n, -onos, expl. by the 
Greeks as meaning ‘breastless’ (as if f. a-4 
+ mazos breast), but prob. of foreign origin. So 
Amazonian xvi. f. L. amazonius 

ambassador xrv. ME. ambassatour, dour, 
em , later with many vars. of sp.; the present sp. 
ambassador dates from xvi. orig. - various Rom. 
forms, (O)F. ambassadeur, etc.; all ult. resting 
on medL. ambactia mission, f. Gmc. *ambaxtija- 
(Goth, andbahti, OE. ambeht, OHG. ambaht(i), 
G amt), f. *ambaxta- servant - L. ambactus, a 
Gaulish word *ambactos, prob. f. *amb- around 
+ *ag- drive; see ambi-, act, -or'. Cf. embassy. 

Hence ambassadress xvi. 
amber tambergris, yellow fossil resin, xrv. ME. 
aumbre - (O)F. ambre (medL. ambarfe), am- 
brum) - Arab, 'anbar ambergris, amber, 

ambergris wax-like substance found floating 
in tropical seas, and in the intestines of the 
sperm whale, xv. - (O)F. ambre gris ’grey 
amber’; this is the orig. sense of amber (cf. 
prec ), the word gris being added to distinguish 
the cetaceous secretion 

ambi- repr. L. amb(i)- (Gr. amphi, see amphi-; 

rel. OE. ymb(e), OHG. umbi, etc.) around, 
ambidexter xvi. - late L. ambidexter, f. ambi-, 
comb, form of ambo both + dexter right-handed 
(see dexter). So ambidextrous xvii; see -ous. 

ambient xvi. - F. ambiant or L. ambient-, prp. 
stem of ambire go round, f. amb- ambi- + ire go; 
see -ENT. 

ambiguous xvi. f. L. ambiguus, f. ambigere go 
round, f. amb- ambi- + agere drive; see act, 

-uous. So ambiguity xv. - (O)F. or L. 
ambit xvi. - L ambitus circuit, etc., f. ambire 
(see AMBIENT). 

ambition xrv. - (O)F. - L. ambitid, -on- going 
round to solicit votes, etc., f. ambire, ambit- (see 
ambient, -moN). So ambitious xiv. - (O)F. or 
L. 

amble sb. and vb. (orig. denoting distinctive 
pace of a horse), xrv. - (O)F. amble sb. and its 
source ambler vb. - Pr. amblar L. ambuldre 
walk. 

ambrosia (Gr. myth.) fabled food of the gods, 
xvi. - L. ambrosia - Gr. ambrosia immortality, 
elixir of life, f. dmbrotos immortal. Hence am¬ 

brosial xvi. 
ambulance moving hospital accompanying 
an army; vehicle to convey injured, xix. - F. 
ambulance, repl. hopital ambulant ‘walking 
hospital', earlier hopital ambulatoire\ F. am¬ 
bulant - prp. of L. ambuldre walk; see -ance, 

-ANT. 

ambulatory xvii. - L. ambulatorius (in medL. 
ambuldtorium as sb.), f. pp. stem of ambuldre 
walk; see -ory' 2. 

ambuscade xvi. - F. embuscade - It. imboscata 
or Sp. emboscada, Pg. embuscada, pp. deriv. of 
imboscare, etc.; in xvi-xviii also tambuscado: 
see next, -ade, -ado. 

ambush vb. xrv. ME. embushen - OF. em 
buschier Rom. * imboscare lit. ‘put in a wood’, 
f. in IM-1 + *boscus wood, bush'. So ambush sb. 

xv. 
ameliorate xviii. alt. of earlier meliorate 

after F. ameliorer. 
amen xii. - ecclL. amen - Gr. am&n - Heb. amen 
certainty, truth. 

amenable liable to be brought before any 
jurisdiction; answerable or responsive (to), xvi. 
- legal AN. *ame(s)nable, f. (O)F. amener bring 
to, f. a- ad- + mener bring, lead; see -able. 

amend xm. - (O)F. amender Rom. *ad- 
mendare, alt. of emendare emend. Aphetic mend. 

So amendment xm. amends xm. (O)F 
amendes, pi of amende reparation, f. amender. 

amenity pleasantness, xiv. - (0)F. amenite or 
L. amoenitds, f. amcenus pleasant. See -ity. 

amerce impose a fine on. xiv. - AN. amercier, 
f. phr. a merci at (the) mercy. So amercement 
xrv. 

American xvi. - modL. Americanus. f. America 
(1507), f. L. form, Americus Vesputius, of the 
name of the It. navigator Amerigo Vespucci 
(xv); see an. Hence Americanism, -ize xviii. 

amethyst xm. ME. amatist(e), ametist - OF 
ama-, ametiste - L. amethystus - Gr. amethostos, 
sb. use (sc. lithos stone) of adj. f. a-4 + 
*methustos, f. methu wine, mead'; the stone was 
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supposed to prevent intoxication. In xvi re¬ 
modelled with -th- after later F. and L. 

amiable friendly (now only of temper, etc.), 
tlovable xrv; likeable xvni. - (O)F. late L. 
amic&bilis amicable. Later infl. in sense by F. 
aimable lovable L. amabilis; see -ble. Hence 
amiability xix. 

amianthus variety of asbestos, xvii. - L. ami- 
antus - Gr. amiantos, f. a-4 + miainein defile; so 
called because freed from all stains by being 
thrown into fire. For the sp. with -th- cf. 
AMARANTH. 

amicable xv. - late L. amicabilis, f. L. amicus 
friend (rel. to amare love); see -able, amiable. 

amice (eccl.) linen vestment covering neck and 
shoulders, xni. - medL. amicia, amisia, of ob¬ 
scure formation; superseding the var. tamit 
(xrv) - OF. amit (mod. amict)L. am ictus outer 
garment, cloak. 

amid OE. on middum, on middan, on midre, i.e. 
on (in) with obi. case of mid in concord with a 
sb. ME. amidde (xm) was later extended with -s 
to amiddes, whence amidst (xvi), by addition of 
parasitic t\ cf. against, amongst. 

amide xix. f. am(monia) + -ide. So amine xix. 
Cf. VITAMIN. 

amidships xvii. alt., by assoc, with amid, of 
midships (xvn), prob. of LG. orig. (Du. mid- 
scheeps; cf. G. mittschiffs). 

amiss xm. ME. a mis, on mis, prob. - ON. a mis 
so as to miss or not to meet, i.e. a on, a-', mis, 
rel. to miss'. 

amity xv. - (0)F. amitieRom. *amicitas, -tat-, 
f. L. amicus friend; see -ity. 

ammonia xvm. - modL. ammonia, so named 
as being obtained from sal ammoniac, am¬ 
moniac xrv, earliest form armoniak - medL. 
armoniacus, -um, alt. of ammoniac us, -um - Gr. 
ammoniakos, -kon, applied to a salt and a gum 
obtained from a region in Libya near the temple 
of Jupiter Ammon. So ammoniacal xvm. am¬ 
monium xix. - modL. ammonium. 

ammonite xvm. - modL. ammonites, f. L. 
name cornu Ammonis ‘horn of Ammon’ 
given to these fossils from their resemblance 
to the involuted horn of Jupiter Ammon: see 
prec. and -ite. 

ammunition military supplies, formerly gen., 

now only of offensive missiles, xvii. - F. 
tam(m)unition, resulting from a wrong analysis 

of la munition the supplies (see munition) as 

Pamunition. 
amnesia xix. - modL. - Gr. amnesia, f. a-4 

+ *mne-; see mind. 

amnesty xvi. - F. amnestic or L. amnestia - Gr. 
amnestia oblivion; see prec. and -y*. 

amnion (anat.) caul. xvii. - modL. - Gr. 
amnion, dim. of amnos lamb, 

amoeba (zool.) microscopic animalcule of the 
class Protozoa, the shape of which is perpetually 
changing, xix. - modL. - Gr. amoibt change, 

among OE. ongemang, -mong, i.e. on, gemang 
(cf. (ge)mengan mingle), prop, a phr. used as a 
prep, with dative; later onmang, -mong, whence 
among, among (cf. a-'). Extended with adv. -s 

to amonges (xm), whence amongest, amongst 
(xvi); cf. AMIDST, AGAINST. 

amoral xix. f. a-4+moral. 

amorous xrv. - OF. amorous (mod. amoureux) - 
medL. amdrbsus, f. amor love; see -ous. 

amorphous xvm. f. modL. amorphus - Gr. 
dmorphos, f. a-4 + morpht shape; see -ous. 

amortize (leg.) alienate in mortmain xiv; ex¬ 
tinguish (a debt) xix. f. amortiss-, lengthened 
stem of (O)F. amortirRom. *admortire, f. ad- 

+ L. mors, mart- death. Hence amortization 
xvii; in medL. admortizatio. 

amount tgo up, ascend; rise to a certain level, 
xm. - AN. am(o)unter, OF. amonter, f. amont 
upward, i.e. a montL. ad montem to the hill; 
see mount*. Hence amount sb. xvm. 

ampere unit of electric current, xix. f. name of 
A. M. Ampere (d. 1836); adopted by the Congres 
Electrique at Paris, 1881. abbrev. amp. 

ampersand xix. For 'and per se—aruf, i.e. '& 
by itself = and’ (in a primer, etc.), 

amphi- repr. Gr. amphi-, being the adv.-prep. 
amphi around, on both sides (of) (see ambi). 

amphibian creature that lives both on land 
and in water, xvii. f. modL. amphibium (sc. 
animal) - Gr. amphibian (sc. zdion), sb. use of 
n. of adj. amphibios (see prec., bio-). So am¬ 
phibious xvn. 

amphitheatre oval or circular building round 
an arena, xrv. - L. amphithe&trum - Gr. amphi- 
thedtron, see amphi-, theatre. 

amphora two-handed vessel; liquid measure, 
xiv. - L. - Gr. amphoreus lit. ‘borne on both 
sides’, f. amphi- + *phor- *pher- bear*. 

ample spacious, copious, quite enough, xv. - 
(O)F. - L. amplus. So amplify xv, amplifica¬ 
tion xvi, amplitude xvi, amply xv. 

ampulla vessel for holy oil, etc. OE. - L., dim. 
of ampora, var. of amphora; for Eng. ampoule, 
tampul(le) cf. also (O)F. ampoule. 

amputate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. amputare, f. 
am- for amb-, ambi-+putare prune, lop; see 
-ate*. So amputation xvn. - F. or L. 

amuck, amok in frenzied thirst for blood; also 
fig. xvn. - Malay amok in homicidal frenzy. 
Appears first in xvi in foims repr. Pg. amouco, 
amuco in the sense of ‘frenzied Malay’; other¬ 
wise chiefly in phr. run amuck. 

amulet xvn. - F. amulette - L. amuletum. 
amuse fbeguile, delude xv; fdistract, bewilder 
xvn; divert with entertaining matter. - (O)F. 
amuser fdeceive; entertain, f. a ad--»-muser 
muse'. So amusement xvii. - F. 

an1 reduced form of OE. an one, due to loss of 
stress; now a var. of a' retained before vowel 
sounds and sometimes before unstressed syl¬ 
lables having initial h (e g. an historical). 

an* reduced form of and, recorded from xn and 
in colloq. use since then. For the sense ‘if see 
and. 

an-' assim. form of ad- before n. 
an-* repr. Gr. privative an- not, without, lacking, 
orig. form of a-4 retained before vowels, as in 
words taken from Gr., e.g. anarchy, anonymous, 
and hence in mod. technical terms, e g. anal¬ 
gesic, anhydrous. 

-an repr. L. -anus, -ana, -anum of or belonging 
to, as in silvanus silvan, urbanus urban. The 
F. form -ain, dine was at first retained in some 
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adoptions, but was later superseded by -art. 
In german, germane, human, humane, urban, 
urbane, there is differentiation of meaning by 
the use of different forms of the suffix. See also 
-EAN, -LAN. 

ana-, before a vowel an- repr. Gr. and up (in 
place or time), back, again, anew (see on), as in 
Anabaptist, analysis, anatomy 

Anabaptist one who rebaptizes (German sect). 
xvi. - F. anabaptiste or modL. anabaptista, f. 
ecclL. anabaptismus, ecclGr. anabdptisma\ see 
ANA-, BAPTIZE, -1ST. 

anabasis military advance (spec, that of Cyrus 
the Younger into Asia, related by Xenophon), 
xvni. - Gr. anabasis ascent, f. anabainein walk 
up; see ana-, basis. 

anachronism xvii. - F. anachronisme or Gr. 
anakhronismos, f. and back + khronos time; see 
CHRONIC, -ISM. 

anacoluthon lack of grammatical sequence. 
xviii. - lateL. - Gr. anakolouthon, n. sg of adj. 
‘lacking sequence’, f. an-2 + akolouthos follow¬ 
ing (cf. ACOLYTE). 

anaconda large S. American boa. xviii. un- 
expl. alt. of anacandaia (xvii) for Sinh. hena- 
kandayd whipsnake, f. hena lightning + kanda 
stem. 

anacrusis (pros.) unstressed syllable(s) at the 
beginning of a line. xix. - modL. - Gr. ana 
krousis prelude, f. and up, ana- + krouein strike. 

anadromous (zool.) ascending rivers to 
spawn, xviii. f. Gr. anddromos, f. and up, ana 
+ drom-, as in dromos course; see -ous. 

anaemia morbid lack of blood, xix. - modL. 
- Gr. anaimia, f. an-2 + haima blood. Hence 
anaemic xix. 

anaesthesia loss of feeling or sensation, xix. - 
modL. - Gr. anaisthesia, f. an-* + aisthesis sen¬ 
sation. So anaesthetic xix. f. Gr. anaisthetos. 
Hence anaesthetist, -ize xix. 

anagogic mystical, xiv (rare before xvii). - 

medL. anagogicus - Gr. anagogikos, f. anagog& 
(religious or ecstatic) elevation, mystical sense, 
f. andgein lift up, elevate. So anagogical xvi. 

anagram xvi. - F. anagramme - modL. ana- 
gramma, f. Gr. and ana- + gramma letter, after 
anagrammatizein transpose letters. 

analects literary gleanings, xvii. - L. analecta - 
Gr. analekta (n. pi.) things gathered up, f. and 
up, ana- + legein gather. 

analogue xix. - Fr. - Gr. andlogon, sb. use of 
n. sg. of analogos (f. and ana- + logos ratio) 
whence, through L. analogus, analogous 
XVII. 

analogy proportion xv; similarity, parallelism 
xvii. - (O)F. analogie or L. analogia - Gr ana 
logia equality of ratios, f. analogos (see prec ). 
So analogic xvii, analogical xvi. 

analyse xvii. perh. orig. f. tanalyse (xvii-xvm), 
anglicized form of analysis, and later infl. by F. 
analyser, analysis xvi. - medL. - Gr. andlusis, 
f. analuein unloose, undo. So analyst xvii. - 
F. analyste. analytic xvi. - late L. - Gr. Also 
analytical xvi 

anapaest (pros.) the foot uu—. xvii (xvi in L. 
form). - L. anapxstus - Gr. anapaistos reversed. 
So anapaestic xvii. 

anaphora (rhet.) repetition xvi; (liturg.) 
Eucharistic canon xviii. - L. - Gr. anaphord car 
rying back, f. anapherein carry up or back, f. 
and ana- + pherein bear*. 

anarchy xvi. - medL. anarchia - Gr. anarkhia, 
f. an 2 + arkhos leader (cf. arch ); so (O)F. an 
archie. Hence anarchic xvm, -ical xvi; cf. F. 
anarchique. anarchism, -1st xvii; in more re¬ 
cent use dependent on F. anarchisme, -iste. 

anathema curse; accursed thing, xvi. - ecclL. 
anathema - Gr. anathema accursed thing (Rom. 
9: 3). So anathematize xvi. - F. - ecclL. - Gr. 

anatomy (science of) bodily structure xrv; 
tskeleton xvi; dissection. - F. anatomie - late 
L. anatomia - Gr. anatomid, f and up, ana- 

+ *tom- cut (cf. -tomy). Also aphetic atomy', 

etc. xvi. So anatomist xvi. - F. -iste or medL. 
*-ista, f. anatomizare, whence anatomize xv. 

-ance repr. F. -anceL. -antia, f. ant- -ant + -ia 
-y*. Through such pairs as appear, appearance, 
it became to some extent a living suffix and was 
appended to vbs. of non-Rom. origin, e.g. for¬ 
bearance. hindrance, riddance, utterance. Cf. 
-ANCY. 

ancestor xm. Early forms are of three types: (i) 
auncetre, surviving xvii in latinized sp. auncitor, 
(ii) ancestre, antecedent of the present form 
through ancestour, by assim. to -tour, -tor; (iii) 
ancessour (rare). - OF. ancestre (mod. ancetre) 
orig. nom. L. antecessor, and OF. ances(s)our 
acc.L. antecessorem predecessor, f. antecedere 
precede, f. ante before + cedere go (cf. cede). So 
ancestry xiv. Modification, after ancestre, of 
OF. ancesserie, f. ancessour. 

anchor appliance for mooring a vessel to the 
bottom. OE. ancor, -er, ancra - L anc(h)ora - 
Gr. dgkura\ cf. late OHG , G. anker, ON. akkeri. 
Reinforced in ME. by (O)F. ancre. So anchor 

vb. xm. - (O)F. ancrer or medL. anc(h)orare. 
Hence anchorage xvi, after F. ancrage. 

anchorite, -ret religious recluse occupying a 
cell. xv. - medL. an(a)chorita, -reta - ecclGr. 
anakhdretis, f. anakhorein retire, retreat, f. and 
back, ana- + khdra, khoros space, place. Super¬ 
seded earlier fanchor (OE. - OIr. anchor a, 
shortened - medL. anachoreta), whence an¬ 

choress, ancress xiv. anchor-hold (see 
hold*) anchorite’s cell xvii. 

anchovy xvi. - Sp., Pg. anchova, anchoa. Fur¬ 
ther connections disputed, 

anchylosis formation of a stiff joint, xviii. - 
modL. - Gr. agkulosis, f. agkulos crooked; see 
-osis. Hence anchylose vb. xviii. 

ancient' xiv. ME. auncien, -ian - AN. auncien, 
(O)F. ancien, repr. Rom. *anti-, *anteanus, f. 
ante before, ante- + -anus -an. The addition of 
homorganic t to final n (xv) is paralleled in 
pageant, pheasant, and tyrant. 

ancient* xvi. (arch.) corruption of ensign by 
assoc, of such forms as ensyne with ancien, an¬ 

cient'; in senses (i) standard and (ii) standard- 
bearer, for tancient-bearer. 

ancillary xvii. - L. ancillaris, f. ancilla hand¬ 
maid; see-ary 

-ancy repr L. antia ance. 

and OE. and, ond, corr. to OS. endi, OHG. anti, 
inti, etc. (G. und). A special development of 
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meaning is that of if (OE.). Now usu. sp. an, an' 
in this sense (cf. an*); formerly often coupled 
with if. 

andante (mus.) moderately slow. xvm. - It., 
prp. of andare go. 

andiron fire-dog. xrv. ME. aundirein), etc. - 
OF. andier (mod. tandier for randier), with 
assim. of the second syll. to iron. 

androgynous hermaphrodite; spec, in hot. 
xvii f. L. androgynus - Gr. androgunos, f. anir, 
andro- man +gun6 woman; see -ous. Also an¬ 
drogyne xvi. - (O)F. - L. 

-ane! see -an. 

-ane" (chem.) in the systematic nomenclature of 
Hofmann (1866), the termination for names of 
the hydrocarbons called paraffins, e.g. ethane, 
devised to introduce with a the vowel series 
already in vogue, -ene, -ine, one in the nomen¬ 
clature of other classes of hydrocarbons, 

anecdote t(pl ) secret history xvn; story of a 
detached incident xvm. orig. pi. - modL. anec- 
dota (or its deriv. F. anecdotes) - Gr. anekdota 
things unpublished, n. pi. pp. f. an-5 -t-e/c out 
+ didonai give. Derived primarily from the title 
Anekdota of Procopius’ unpublished memoirs 
(vn) of the private life of the Emperor Justinian 
and Theodora. Hence anecdotage xix. 

anele (arch.) anoint, give extreme unction to. 
xrv. f. an- (OE. on ) + ME. elien, f. OE. ele - L. 
oleum oil. Cf. unaneled. 

anemo- repr. a nemo-, comb, form of Gr. anemos 
wind (see animate); e.g. anemometer xvm. 

anemone genus of plants xvi; (sea anemone) 
large polyp with petal-like tentacles xvm. - L. 
anemone - Gr. anemSne, perh. f. anemos wind, 

anent tbeside OE.; fopposite, towards, in re¬ 
spect of xm; (arch.) concerning. OE. phr. on 
ef{e)n, emn, ME. onevent, anont, anentes, anenst, 
from xrv anent, i.e. on, a-1, and even* side by 
side (with), etc. (cf. G. neben). Parasitic t and the 
suffix -es, -s appear c.1200; cf. against, amidst. 

aneroid kind of barometer not using a column 
of fluid, xix. - F. aneroide, f. Gr. a-4 + nerds wet 
+ F. -oide -oid. 

anew trecently; afresh, xrv. ME. of newe, o newe, 
i.e. of, a-*, new, prob. after OF. de neuf, de nou 
veau, L. de novo. The form anew was established 
xvi. 

anfractuosity circuitousness, intricacy, xvi. - 
F. anfractuosite, f. late L. anfractuosus winding, 
f. L. anfractus bending. So anfractuous cir¬ 
cuitous xvn; cf. F. anfractueux. 

angel xn. - OF. angele - ecclL. angelus - Gr. 
dggelos messenger. Superseded OE. engel 
(which survived till xm) = OS.,OHG.engi7(Du., 
G. engel), ON. engill, Goth, aggilus, one of the 
earliest Gmc. adoptions from L. (Goth. poss. im- 
med. - Gr ). So angelic xv. Hence angelical xv. 

angelica xvi. - medL, short for herba angelica 
angelic plant’. 

angelus devotional exercise commemorating 
the Incarnation, xvm. Named from its opening 
words Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mariae’. 

anger fdistress, vex xii; excite to wrath xiv. - 
ON. angra, f. angr grief, f. base *arjg narrow, 
repr. also by ON. qngr, Goth, aggwus, and OE. 
enge, OS.. OHG. engi (Du., G. eng) narrow; rel. 

to L. angere (see anguish). Hence anger sb. xm; 
whence angry xrv. 

angina f Quinsy xvi; short for angina pectoris 
xvm. - L. angina quinsy - Gr. agkhoni strang 
ling, with assim. to angere (see anguish). 

angio-, first el. in many scientific terms, repr. 
Gr. aggeion vessel, dim. of dggos. 

angle1 (arch.) fishing-hook. OE. angel = OS., 
OHG. angul (Du., G. angel), ON. qngull, f. Gmc. 
*atjg- (cf. next). Hence angle vb. xv. angler xrv. 

angle* space between two meeting lines or 
planes, xrv. - (O)F angle or L. a rig ulus corner 
(cf. Gr. agkulos bent, arched, agkura anchor) 

see ankle. 

Angle one of a Gmc. tribe that settled in Britain, 
xvm. - L. Anglos, pi. Angll, in Tacitus Anglii - 
Gmc. *Aqgli- (whence OE. Engle, cf. English) 

the people of Angul district of Schleswig so 
called from its shape (mod. Angeln), the same 
word as angle1. Hence Anglian xvm. 

Anglican xvn. - medL. Anglicanus (as Angli- 
cana ecclesia), f. Anglic us, f. Anglus Angle; see 
-IC, -AN. 

anglicism English feature or idiom, xvn. f. 
medL. Anglicus; see prec. and ism. So anglicize 

xvm. 
Anglo- comb, form of L. Anglus English, 

as in modL. Anglo-Americanus xvm, Anglo- 
puritanus xvi; so Anglomania mania for what 
is English xvm, after F. anglomanie, Anglo¬ 
phobia xvm; Anglo-American, -Catholic, -Irish, 
Anglo-Norman or -French, variety of French 
current in England in the Middle Ages. See 
next. 

Anglo-Saxon xvn (P. Holland, tr. Camden’s 
'Britannia'). - medL. Anglo-Saxones pi. (see 
prec.), earlier Angli Saxones (Paulus Diaconus, 
vm) designation of Continental origin for the 
‘English Saxons’ in distinction from the ‘Old 
Saxons’ of the Continent; cf. hybrid form 
Angulsaxones, after OE. Angelseaxe, -seaxan. 
Angostura (formerly also Angustura). Name 
of a town (now Ciudad Bolivar) in Venezuela; 
applied to (i) Angostura bark (xvm), exported 
from Angostura and formerly used as a febri¬ 
fuge and tonic, (ii) Angostura bitters (xix; P.), a 
tonic first made in Angostura. 

angry see anger. 

anguish xm. - AN. anguisse, (O)F. angoisse 
L. angustia narrowness, f. angustus narrow, f. 
IE. *angh- in L. angere, Gr. dgkhein strangle (cf. 
anger). See -ish*. 

angular xv. - L. angular is, f. angulus angle*; 

see -ar and cf. (O)F. angulaire. 
anhydrous (chem.) having no water in its com¬ 
position. xix. f. Gr. anudros, f. \ti-2 + hudr- (cf. 
hudor water); see -ous. 

anile old-womanish, xvn. - L. anilis, f. anus old 

woman, see -ile. 

aniline chemical base, the source of many dyes, 
xix. - G. anilin, f. anil indigo (whence orig. ob¬ 
tained) - F. or Pg. - Arab, an-nil, i.e. al-*, 

Arab.-Pers. nil (cf. lilac); see -ine*. 

animadvert observe xvi; pass criticism on 
xvn. - L. animadvertere, i.e. animum advertere 
turn the mind to. So animadversion xvi. - L. 
or F. 
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animal xrv. (i) - (O)F. animal or L. animdlis 
(in medL. bestial), f. anima breath, life; see -al’. 

(ii) sb. ult. - L. animal, for animate, sb. use of 
n. of the adj. Hence animalism xix. 

animalcule ttiny animal xvi; (biol.) micro¬ 
scopic animal xvn. - modL. animalculum, dim. 
of animal, see prec. and -cule. 

animate vb. xvi. f pp. stem of L. animdre give 
life to. f. anima air, breath, life, soul, rei to ani¬ 
mus spirit, Gr. anemos wind; see -ate*. So ani¬ 

mate ad), xrv. animation xvi. - L. 
animosity tspiritedness xv; active enmity 
xvn. - F. animosite or late L. animositds, f. ani¬ 
mus: see prec. and -osmr. 

animus hostile spirit, xix. - L.; see animate. 

anion (electr.) ion with negative charge which 
moves towards the anode during electrolysis, 
xix. - Gr. anion, f. ana- + ion; cf. anode. 

anise umbelliferous plant with aromatic seeds 
xrv. - (0)F. anisL. anisum - Gr. dnison. Hence 
aniseed xrv (anece seed). 

ankle xrv. - ON. *ankul- (Olcel. qkla; cf. MLG. 
enkel, OHG. ank(a)la, enkil, G. enkel), f. Gmc. 
*ayk-, IE. *ang-, as in L. angulus angle*. 

annals pi. xvi. - F. annales or L. anndles, m. pi 
(sc. libri books) of annalis yearly, f. annus 
(see annual). Hence annalist xvn; after F 
annaliste. 

anneal tkindle OE.; fuse, fire xrv; bum in col¬ 
ours, temper, etc. with fire xv. OE. onxlan, f. 
on- + xlan kindle, bum, bake, f. dl fire, rel. to 
xl(e)d fire = OS. eld, ON. eldr. 

annelid (zool.) red-blooded worm. xix. - F. an 
nelide or modL. annelida, n. pi. f. F. anneles 
‘ringed animals’, pp. of anneler, f. OF. annel 
(mod. anneau) ring. See annular, -id*. 

annex1 something annexed xvi; supplementary 
building (usu. annexe) xix. - F. annexe - L. an- 
nexum, sb. use of pp. of annectere (see next) 

annex* add, attach, xrv. - (O)F. annexer, f. 
annex-, pp. stem of L. annectere, f. an-1 + nectere 
bind (cf. nexus). So annexation xv (first in 
Sc.). - medL. 

annihilate xvi. Superseded fannihil (xv) - 
(O)F. annihiler - late L. annihilare (f. an-1 

+ nihil nothing, nil), from the pp. of which 
was derived the pp. annihilate (xrv), whence 
the inf. form; see -ate*. So annihilation 

XVII. 

anniversary xiii. - L. anniversarius adj., f. an¬ 
nus year + versus turning + -arius: used sb. in 
medL. anniversdria (sc. dies day) and -arium (sc. 
festum feast); cf. (O)F. anniversaire and see 
annual, verse, -ary. 

Anno Domini xvi. - L., abl. of annus year, and 
gen. of dominus lord; see annual, dom. 

annotate xvm. f. pp. stem of L. annotdre, f. 
an-1 + nota mark, note. So annotation xv. - F. 
or L. 

announce xv (rare before xvm). - AN. 
an(o)uncer, OF. anoncier (mod. annoncer) L 
annuntiare, f. an-1 + nuntius (cf. annunciation, 

nuncio). Hence announcement xvm. 
annoy xiii. - OF. enoier, anoier (mod. ennuyer) 
late L. inodiare, from the L. phr. mihi in odio est 
it is hateful to me (cf. odium). So annoyance xiv. 

annual xiv. ME. annuel - (O)F. - late L. annu- 

alis, for L. annum and annalis, f. annus 
year; see - al1 . 

annuity yearly grant xv; investment securing 
annual payment xvn. - F. annuite - medL. 
annuitas, f. annum (see prec.); see -ity 

Hence annuitant xvm. 
annul xrv. - OF. anuller (mod. -nn ) late L. 
(Vulg.) annulldre, f. an-1 + nullus null. 

annular ring-shaped, ringed, xvi. - F. annu- 
laire or L. annularis, f. annulus, late form of 
dnulus, dim. of anus ring; see ular. 

annunciation announcement (spec, of the 
Incarnation), xrv. - (O)F. annonciation - late L. 
annuntidtid, -on-, f. annuntiare announce; see 
-ATION. 

anode (electr.) positive electrode, xix. - Gr. an- 
odos, f. ana- + hodos way. Cf. cathode, 

electrode. 

anodyne (med.) assuaging pain. xvi. - L. an- 
odynus - Gr. anddynos free from pain, f. an-* 

+ odune pain Cf. F. a nodin, -ine, perh. the 
immed. source. 

anoint xiv. f. fanoint anointed - OF. anoint, 
enoint, pp. of enoindre L. inungere, f. in-1 

+ ungere anoint (cf. ointment). The (Lord’s) 
Anointed, the Christ, xvi. 

anomalous xvn. f. late L. andmalus - Gr. 
andmalos uneven, f. an-* + homos same; see -ous. 
So anomaly xvi. 

anon tin one, at once OE.; soon, now again xvi. 

OE. on an, on ane in(to) one, i.e. on, and acc. and 

dal. of an one. 

anonymous xvn. f. late L. andnymus - Gr. 
andnumos, f. an-* + onoma name. Hence ano¬ 
nymity xix. 

another xm. ME. an other (in two words as late 

as xvi), i.e. an1, other. 

anserine goose-like. xix. - L. anserinus, f. anser 
goose; see -ine1. 

answer sb. OE. andswaru (cf. OS. antswor, ON. 
andsvar) Gmc. *andswaro, f. *and- against 
(see anti-) + *swar-, base of OE. swerian swear; 

orig. a solemn affirmation in rebutting a charge. 
Hence answer vb. OE. andswarian = ON. 
andsvar a. answerable xvi. 

ant OE. xmet{t)e = MLG. dmete, emete, OHG. 
Ameiza (G. ameise) WGmc. *Amaitjon, f. *a- 
off, away +- *mait- cut, hew. The OE. forms gave 
two ME. types, (i) am(e)te, whence ant, and (ii) 
emete (arch, and dial emmet). 

ant- var. of anti- used before vowels, as antacid, 
formerly also antiacid (xvm). 

-ant repr (O)F. -antL. -dns, -ant-, under which 
all prps. were levelled in French. See -ent. 

antagonist opponent xvi. - F. antagoniste or 
late L. antagonista - Gr. antagonistis, f. ant 
agonizesthai struggle against, vie with; see 
anti-, agony. So antagonism xix; prob. after 
F. antagonize oppose xvii; make hostile xix. 
-Gr. 

Antarctic xiv. ME. antartik - OF. antartique 
(mod. -arctique) or its source L. antarcticus - 
Gr. antarktikos opposite to the north; see anti-, 

Arctic. 

ante (in poker) stake put up by the player before 
drawing new cards, xix. - L. ante before (see 
next). 
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ante- repr. L. adv.-prep, ante in comps, (corr. to 
Gr. dnta over against, and anti anti ), with the 
sense before’ in place or time, as in ante¬ 

cedent, etc.; also ante<hapel xvm, antedate xvi, 
antenatal xix, antepenultimate xvm, ante-room 
XVIII. 

antecedent xrv. - (O)F. antecedent or L. ante- 
cedens, -ent-, prp. of antecedere, f. ante- + cedere 
go, CEDE. 

antechamber xvii (before xix usu. anti ). - F 
antichambre - It. anticamera, see ante-, 

CHAMBER. 

antediluvian before the Flood, xvii. f. ante- 

+ L. diluvium deluge + - an. 

antelope xv. - OF. antelop (once) or medL. 
ant{h)alopus - medGr. antholops. 

antenna horn or feeler of insects, xvii. - L. 
antenna, prop, antemna sail-yard, used in pi. 
(xv) to tr. Aristotle's keraioi horns’ of insects, 

anterior xvii. - F. anterieur or L. anterior, f. 
ante- (after posteriory, see -ior. 

anthem OE. antef(e)n - late L. antiphona, for 
antipho na antiphon. The pronunc. developed: 
ante vne, ante m(ne), a ntem, a nthem, the last 
from xv; the sp. with th finally affected the pro¬ 
nunc., as in author. 

anther (bot.) part of a stamen containing the 
pollen, xvm. - F. anthere or modL. anthera, in 
classL. medicine extracted from flowers - Gr. 
anthera, fern, of antheros, f. anthos flower, 

anthology collection of literary ‘flowers’. 
xvii. - F. anthologie or medL. anthologia - Gr. 
anthologia, f. anthos flower, 

anthracite xix. - Gr. anthrakitis kind of coal, 
f. anthrax, anthrak-: see next and -ite b. 

anthrax (-carbuncle xrv; disease of sheep and 
cattle xix. - late L. - Gr. anthrax coal, carbuncle, 

anthropo- comb, form of Gr. anthropos man; 
e.g. anthropologos treating of man, whence 
modL. anthropologia, Eng. anthropology 
(xvi) ; ecclGr. anthropomorphitai sect ascribing 
human form to God, whence Eng. anthro- 
pomorphite (xvi); so anthropomorphism 
(xvm), -ist (xvii), -ic (xix). 

anti-, before a vowel ant-, before h anth-, 
repr. Gr. anti, anti- opposite, against, instead of, 
rel. to OE. and- (as in along, answer), OS. and-, 
ant-, OHG. ant-, int-, ent-, ON. and-, Goth, and 
along, above, L. ante (ante), Skr. anti before, 
in the presence of, near. Used in many words 
adopted from Gr. comps, and in words modelled 
on these and, as a gen. living formative, very 
freely prefixed to (i) sbs., on the pattern of 
Antichrist, antipope (xvi; medL. antipapa), 
(ii) adjs., the prefix governing the sb. implied, 
as anti-national, anti-Semitic, (iii) sbs. in attrib. 
phr., as anti-aircraft (defences), anti-church 
(politics), anti-slavery (committee), 

antic (arch.) grotesque, fantastic; sb. (-fantastic 
or grotesque figure, clown; ludicrous gesture or 
posture xvi. - It. antico antique, used as synon. 
with grottesco grotesque. 

Antichrist xii. ME. ante-, anticrist - OF. ante- 
crist (mod. antechrist) - ecclL. antichristus - Gr. 
antikhristos (1 John 2: 18), f. anti - + Khristos 
Christ. 

anticipate xvi. f. (partly after F. anticiper) pp. 

stem of L. anticipare, f. ante- + capere take; see 
-ate*. So anticipation xrv. 

antidote xv. - (O)F. antidote or L. antidotum - 
Gr. antidoton, sb. use of n. of antidotos, f. anti- 

±do-, stem of didonai give, 
antimacassar covering for chair-backs, etc., 
orig. to protect them from grease in the hair. 
XIX. f. ANTI- + MACASSAR. 

antimony xv. - medL. antimonium. 
antinomy contradiction, xvi. - L. antinomia - 
Gr. antinomia, f. anti- + nomos law; see -y*. 

antipathy xvii. - F. antipathic or L. antipathia 
- Gr. antipdtheia, f. antipathis opposed in feel¬ 
ing, f. anti- + pathos', see pathos, -y*. So anti¬ 

pathetic xvn. 
antiphon xv. - ecclL. antiphona - Gr. anti- 
phona, n. pi. of antiphonos responsive, f. anti- 

+phont sound; cf. anthem. 

antipodes (-people inhabiting the opposite side 
of the globe xrv; places on the earth exactly 
opposite to each other xvi. - (O)F. or late L. - 
Gr. antipodes, pi. of antipous having the feet 
opposite, f. anti- + pous FOOT, 

antiquary xvi. - L. antiqudrius, f. antiquus\ 
see next and -ary. So antiquarian xvii. 

antique xvi. - F. antique or L. antiquus, 
anticus, f. ante- -+- suff. -icus, orig. identical in 
form and pronunc. with antic, but finally dif¬ 
ferentiated after 1700. So antiquity xiv. - OF. - 
L. antiquated xvn, orig. pp. of antiquate (xvi). 

antirrhinum xvi. - L. - Gr. antirrhinon, f. 
anti counterfeiting, anti- + rhts, rhin- nose (cf. 
rhinoceros). 

antiseptic xvm. - modL. antisepticus, f. anti- 

+ Gr. septikos septic. 

antithesis xv. - late L. - Gr. antithesis, f. anti- 

-\-tithenai set, place (cf. thesis). So antithetic 

xvn, -ical xvi. ult. - Gr. antithetikos. 
antler xiv. ME. aunteler - AN. var. of OF. an- 
toillier, etc. (mod. andouiller). 

antonym xix. - F. antonyme, f. Gr. anti-, after 
synonyme synonym. 

anus xv. - L. anus orig. ring. So anal xvm. - 
modL. 

anvil OE. anfiltie), anfealt, corr. to MDu. aen- 
vilte, OHG. anafalz, to which are parallel MLG. 
anebelte, MDu. aen-, anebelt, and OHG. anaboz 
(G. amboss)-, all based on Gmc. *ana on + 
vb.-stem meaning ‘beat’ (cf. felt) and perh. all 
modelled on L. incus anvil, f. in in-* -i-cud-, stem 
of cudere beat. 

anxious xvii. f. L. anxius, f. pp. stem anx- of 
angere choke, oppress; see anguish, -ious. So 

anxiety xvi. - F., or L. anxietas. 
any OE. senig = OS. enig (Du. eenig), OHG. einag 
(G. einig), ON. einigr, Goth, ainah-Gmc. *ain- 
i3az, -a3az, f. *ain- one + *-13- -Y1; cf. L. unicus 
unique. In ME. two types were current, ani and 
eni: the present sp. continues the first, the pro¬ 
nunc. the second, anybody xiii, anyhow xvm, 
anything OE., anywhere xiv. 

Anzac xx. Made up of the initials of Australian 
and New Zealand Army Corps, 

aorist (gram.) tense denoting past time (simply, 
without limitation), xvi. - Gr. aoristos undefined 
(sc. khronos time), f. a-4 + horistos, f. horizein 
define (cf. horizon). 
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aorta xvi. - modL. - Gr. aorti, f. aeirein raise; 
cf. ARTERY. 

ap- assim. form of ad- before p. 
apace xiv. - OF. a pas at (a considerable) pace, 
i.e. a ad-, pas pace'. 

apanage, app- provision made for younger 
children of kings, etc.; natural accompaniment, 
xvn. - (O)F. apanage, f. apaner dower (a 
daughter) - medL. appdnare, f. ap-+panis 
bread; see -age 

apart xrv. - (O)F. a. part, i.e. a ad-, part. 

apartheid xx. - Afrikaans, f Du. apart (- F. a 
part, see prec.) + -heid -hood. 

apartment xvn. - F. appartement - It. apparta- 
mento, f. appartare separate; see -ment. 

apathy xvn. - F. apathie - L. apathia - Gr. apa 
theia, f. apathis without feeling; see a-\ pathos, 

-y*. So apathetic xvm, after pathetic. 

ape OE. apa m., ape fern. = OS. apo (Du. aap), 
OHG. affo (G. affe), ON. api Gmc. *apan-. 
Hence apery xvn, apish xv. 

apeak (naut.) vertical(ly). xvi. orig. a pike - F. 
a pic, i.e. a. ad-, pic peak1 (to which the second 
syll. was assim.). 

aperient xvn. f. L aperiens, -ent-, prp. of aperire 
open; see -ent. 

aperture xv. - L. apertura, f. apert-, pp. stem of 
aperire; see prec., -ure. 

apex (pi. apices), xvn. - L. apex, apic-. Hence 
apical xrx. 

aphasia (med.) loss of speech, xix. - modL. - 
Gr. aphasia., f. a * +phanai speak; see -ia1. 

aphelion (astron.) point of a planet’s or comet’s 
orbit at which it is farthest from the sun. xvii. 

Graecized form (Kepler) of modL. aphelium, f. 
apo- + Gr. h$lios sun, after L. apogaeum apogee. 

aphesis (philol.) loss of a short initial un¬ 
accented syllable as in (a)lone, (e)squire. xix. 
- Gr. aphesis letting go, f. aphienai, f. apo- 

+ hienai let go, send. So aphetic xix. f. Gr. 
aphetos vbl. adj. 

aphis (pi. aphides, whence new sg. aphid (xix)) 
xvm. - modL. aphis (Linnaeus) - late Gr. aphis 
(first in 1523, with gloss cimex; prob. an error for 
koris bug). 

aphorism xvi. - F. aphorisme. or late L. apho- 
rismus - Gr. aphorismos, f. aphorizein define, f. 
apo- + horizein (see horizon). 

aphrodisiac xvm. - Gr. aphrodisiakos, f. 
Aphrodtte goddess of love (‘foam-born’; aphros 
foam) 

apiary xvii. - L. apidrium, f. apis bee; see -ary. 
apiculture xix. 

apiece xiv. orig. two words, a1, piece sb. 
aplomb tperpendicularity, steadiness; self- 
possession. xix. - F., f. phr. a plomb according 
to the plummet (see plumb). 

apo-, before a vowel ap-, before h aph-, prefix 
repr. Gr. apo-, comb form of prep, apo away, 
off, in many words adopted ult. from Gr. and 
denoting removal, departure, completion, ces¬ 
sation, return, or reversion. 

Apocalypse Revelation of St. John the Divine, 
xiii. - (O)F. apocalypse - ecclL. apocalypsis - Gr. 
apokalupsis, f. apokaluptein uncover, disclose. 
So apocalyptic, -ical xvn. 

apocope (gram.) cutting off the end of a word. 

xvi. - late L. - Gr. apokopt, f. apokoptein cut off. 
So apocopate xix, apocopation xvm. 

Apocrypha fadj. of unknown authorship, un- 
canonical; sb. writings of doubtful authorship, 
(spec.) uncanonical books of the O.T xiv. - n. 
pi. (sc. scripta writings) of ecclL. apocryphus, 
Gr. apokruphos hidden, f. apokruptein hide 
away; see apo- and crypt. Hence apocryphal 

xvi. 
apodosis (gram.) consequent clause answering 
to the protasis, xvii. - late L. - Gr. apodosis ‘a 
giving back’, f. apodidonai. 

apogee (astron.) point of a planet’s orbit at 
which it is farthest from the earth, xvn (xvi in 
L. form). - F. apogee or modL. apogaeum, -eum - 

Gr. apogeion, sb. use (sc. diastema distance) of 
n. of adj. apogeios far from the earth, f. apo- + ge 
earth. 

apologue moral fable, xvii. - F. apologue or L. 
apologus - Gr. apologos, f. apo- + logos discourse 
(see logos). 

apology defence, justification; acknowledge¬ 
ment of offence given, xvi. - F. apologie or late 
L. apologia - Gr. apologia, speech in defence, 
f apologeisthai, f. apo- + *log- *leg- speak (see 
logos). So apologetic xvn; sb. xv. apologist 

xvn. - F. -iste, f. Gr. apologizesthai render an 
account (f. apologos; see prec.), whence apo¬ 

logize xvi; now assoc, with apology. 
apo(ph)thegm xvi. - F. apophthegme or 
modL. apothegma - Gr. apophthegma, f. 

apophtheggesthai speak one’s opinion plainly, 
apoplexy sudden loss of powers of sensation 
and motion, xiv. - (O)F. apoplexie - late L. apo- 
plexia - Gr. apoplexid, f. apoplSssein disable by 
a stroke. So apoplectic(al) xvn. 

a port (naut.) on or to the port side. xvii. f. a-' 

+ port4, after alee. 

aposiopesis (gram.) sudden breaking-off in the 
middle of speech, xvi. - L. - Gr. aposidpesis, f. 
aposiopdn be silent, f. apo- + sidp$ silence, 

apostate xiv. - (O)F. apostate or ecclL. apo- 
stata - late Gr. apostates, f. apostenai, f. apo apo- 
+ stenai stand. So apostasy xrv. - ecclL. - late 
Gr. apostasia, for apostasis defection, aposta¬ 

tize xvi. - medL. 
apostle OE. apostol, ME. apostel - ecclL. apo¬ 
stolus - Gr. apostolos one sent forth, f. apostel 
lein, f. apo- 4- stellein place, make ready; the 
early forms were reinforced or superseded by 
adoption of OF. apostle (mod. apotre). So apos¬ 

tolic xii, -ical xv. 

apostrophe* (rhet.) exclamatory address, 
xvi - L. - Gr apostrophe turning away (to one 
in particular), f. apostrephein. Hence apo¬ 

strophize xvm. 
apostrophe2 fomission of a sound or letter; 
the sign ’ denoting this. xvii. - F. apostrophe or 
late L. apostrophus - late Gr. apostrophos (see 
prec.); assim. to prec. 

apothecary xiv. ME. apotecarie - OF apo- 
tecaire - late L. apothecarius store keeper, f. 
apotheca - Gr. apothtke store house, f. apo- 
tithenai put away. Cf. bodega, and see -ary 

apotheosis deification, xvii. - ecclL. apothe¬ 
osis - Gr. apotheosis, f. apotheoun deify, f. theos 
god (cf. theo-). Hence apotheosize xvm. 



appal 

appal xrv. - OF. apal(l)ir grow pale (also trans), 
f. a- ad- + pale pale*. 

appanage see apanage. 

apparatus xvii. - L. apparatus, f. appardre 
make ready, f. ap-+pardre prepare. 

apparel tprepare, equip xm; array, attire xrv. 
ME. aparailen - OF. apareillier (mod. appa 
reiller)Rom. *appariculdre make equal or fit, 
f. ap- + *pariculum (F. pareil like), dim. of L. par 
equal. So apparel sb. xrv. - OF. apareil (mod. 
app-). 

apparent manifest xrv; seeming xvn. - OF. 
aparant, -ent (mod. apparent) - L. appdrens, 
-ent-, prp. of appdrere appear; see -ent. 

apparition action of appearing, something ap¬ 
pearing xv; ghost xvn. - (O)F. apparition or L. 
apparitid, -on-, f. appdrere, see prec. and -ition. 

appeal xrv. - OF. apeler (mod. appeler) call 
L. appellare, f. ap- 4pell- of pellere drive. So ap¬ 
peal sb. xm. 

appear become or be visible or manifest xm; 
seem to be xrv. ME. aperen - tonic stem of OF. 
apareir L. appdrere, f. ap-y par ere come into 
view. So appearance xrv. ME. a par ounce - OF. 
aparance, -ence (mod. apparence) late L. 
apparentia, see ance. 

appease xrv. - AN. apeser, OF. apaisier (mod. 
-er), f. a- ad- 4-pais peace. So appeasement xv. 

appellant xv. - (O)F. appelant, prp. of appeler 
appeal. So appellation xv. appellative adj. 
xv; sb. xvi. - late L. 

append xv (Sc.; in Eng. xvii). - L. appendere, f. 

ap- 4 pendere hang (see pendent). Hence ap¬ 
pendage XVII. 

appendix (pi. -ices, -ixes) xvi. - L. appendix, 
-ic-, f. appendere {see prec.). Henee appendicitis 

xix. 
appertain xrv. ME. apertenen - OF. apartenir 
(mod. app ) Rom. *appartenere, alt. of late 
L. appertinere, f. ap- 4 pertinere pertain. Cf. 
APPURTENANCE. 

appetite desire, spec, for food. xrv. - OF apetit 
(mod. appetit) - L. appetitus, f. appetere, f. ap 

4-petere seek (see petition). So appetizing 
xvii. - (O)F. appetissant, with ending assim. to 
-ize, -ING*. 

applaud xv. - L. applaudere, f. ap-4-plaudere 
clap (see plaudit), partly after F. applaudir. So 
applause xv. - L. applausus, f. applaus-, pp. 
stem of applaudere. 

apple OE. seppel, corr. to OS., (M)Du. appel, 
OHG. apful (G. apfel), Crimean Goth, apel 
Gmc. *aplu-; cf. ON. epli. Rel. to OIr. ubull, W. 
afal, OS1. abluko, Lith. obuolys. 

applicable fcompliant xvi; capable of being ap¬ 
plied xvii; pertinent xix f. L. applicare apply + 
-able; cf. F. applicable. Superseded fappliable 
(xiv) in all senses. So application xrv. - (O)F. - 
L. 

applique xvm. - F., pp. of appliquer - L. ap- 
plicare (see next). 

apply xrv. - OF. apl(o)ier L. applicare, f. ap- 

yplicdre fold. Hence appliance xvi 
aPPOggiatura xvm. - It., f. appoggiare cause 
to lean. 

appoint xiv. - OF. apointier, f. point (see ad ). 

So appointment xv. 
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apportion xvi. - (O)F. apportionner, see ap-, 

portion. 

apposite xvii. - L. appositus, pp. of appdnere 
apply, f- ap- 4-pdnere place (cf. posrr). So 
apposition xv. - F., or late L. appositid. -on-, 
f. apposit-, pp. stem of appdnere. 

appraise xv. alt., by assim. to praise, of arch. 
apprize, fapprise - OF. aprisier, f. a- ad-4-pris 
price. Hence appraisal xix, appraisement 

XVII. 

appreciate estimate duly; esteem highly xvn; 
raise or rise in value (orig. U.S.) xvm. f. pp. stem 
of late L. appretidre set a price on, f. ap- 

4-pretium price; see -ate1. Cf. (O)F. apprecier 
and appraise. So appreciation xvii. - (O)F. 
- late L. appreciable (once xv), -ative xix; 
after F. 

apprehend xrv. - F. apprehender or L. appre- 
hendere, f. ap- 4-prehendere seize (cf. get). So ap¬ 

prehension, -sive xrv. - (partly through F.) 
late L. apprehensio, -on-, medL. apprehensivus. 

apprentice xiv. - OF. aprentis (mod. apprenti), 
f. aprendre learn. Aphetic prentice. 

apprise inform, xvn. f. F. appris, fern, -ise, pp. 
of apprendre teach (causative of the sense 
‘learn’) L. apprendere, contr. form of appre- 
hendere apprehend. 

apprize see appraise. 

appro abbrev. of approbation or approval. 

approach xrv. - OF. aproch{i)er (mod. appro- 
cher) late L. (Vulg.) appropidre, f. ap-4-pro- 
pius, compar. of prope near. Hence approach 

sb. xv. 
approbation xrv. - (O)F. - L. approbdtio, -bn-, 

f. approbdre approve; see -ation. 

appropriate make one’s own, take to oneself, 
xv. f. appropriate pp. and adj. (xv), or pp. stem 
of late L. appropridre, f. ap-4-proprius own. 
proper, see -ate*-*. So appropriation xrv. - 
(O)F. - late L. 

approve fprove, demonstrate; sanction, com¬ 
mend. xrv. - OF. aprover (mod. approuver)L. 
approbdre, f. ap- 4-probus just, good. The tonic 
stem appreuv- of the OF. vb. gave ME. appreven. 
Cf. prove. Hence approval xvn (rare before 
xix). 

approximate very near in position' or nature 
xv; nearly exact xix. - late L. approximate, pp. 
of approximare, f. ap-4-proximus proximate. 

Hence, or directly f. pp. stem approximate 
approximate vb., approximation xv. 

appurtenance xrv - AN. apurtenaunce, OF. 
apartenance Rom. *appertinentia, f. late L. 
appertinere appertain; see -ance. So appur¬ 

tenant xiv. 
apricot xvi. Earliest forms abrecock, apricock - 
Pg. albricoque or Sp. albaricoque - Arab al- 
barkuk, -birkuk, i.e. al-1, birkuk - late Gr. 
praikokion, Byzantine Gr. berikokkon - L. 
prsecoquum (sc. malum), f. var. of prsecox early- 
ripe (see precocious). Assim. to F. abricot. 

April xiv. - L. Aprilis, prop. adj. (sc. mensis 
month). / 

apron xv. Evolved by misdivision of a napron 
as an apron (cf. adder); ME. napron, -(o)un 
(xiv) - OF. naperon (mod. napperon), f. nape, 
nappe table-cloth (see napkin). 
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apropos xvn. - F a propos, i.e. a to (ad-), propos 
plan, purpose. 

apse arched or domed recess in a church, xix 
(in L.-Gr. form apsis xvm). - L. apsis, apsid- - 
Gr. hapsis vault, etc. Hence apsidal xix. 

apt xiv. - l. aptus, pp. of apere fasten (cf. adapt, 

adept, inept). So aptitude xv. - (O)F. - late L.; 
see ATTITUDE. 

apteryx kiwi. xix. - modL., f. a * 4 Gr. pterux 
wing. 

aquamarine xix. - L. aqua marina sea-water, 
i.e. aqua water and fem. of marinus marine. 

aquarelle xix. - F. - It. acquerella water¬ 
colour, f. acqua L. aqua water, 

aquarium xix. sb. use of n. sg. of L. aqudrius 
of water, f. aqua water (see -ary); after vivarium 

aquatic xv. - (0)F. aquatique or L. aquaticus, 
f. aqua water; see -atic. 

aquatint method of etching on copper, xvm. - 

F. aquatinte. lt. acqua tinta, repr L. aqua water, 

tincta dyed (see tint). 

aqueduct xvi. - L. aquxductus, i.e. aquse, g. of 
aqua water, ductus conveyance (see duct). Cf. 
F. aqueduc, taqueduct (xvi), perh. the immed. 
source. 

aqueous xvii. f. L. aqua water 4 -ecus; perh. 

suggested by F. aqueux (- L. aquosus) 
aquiline eagle-like, (of nose) hooked, xvn. - L. 

aquilinus, f. aquila eagle, prob. after F. aquilin, 
see -ine' 

ar- assim. form of ad- before r. 
-ar repr. L. -aris belonging to, of the kind or form 
of, as in globuldris globular, lundris lunar, 

stellaris stellar; synon. with -al\ but replacing 
it where / preceded. The regular F. descendant 
of L. -dri- is -ier (AN. -er), whence -er in Eng. 
adoptions, which was often assim. to L. with -ar; 
e.g. L. scholdris, AN. escoler, ME. scaler, later 
scholar. Learned F. formations have -aire (cf. 
-ary). In beggar, liar, pedlar, -er* has been 
assim. to this suffix. 

Arab xrv. - L. Arab(u)s - Gr. Araps, Arab- - 
Arab. 'arab. So arabesque xvii. - F. - It. ara- 
besco, f. arabo L. Arabus. Arabian xrv. f. OF. 
arabi or L. Arab(i)us - Gr. Arabios. Arabic, 
-y (-y*) xiv. - (O)F. - L. - Gr. 

arable xv. - (O)F. arable or L. ardbilis, f. ardre 
plough; see -able. 

arachnid xix. - F. arachnide or modL. ara- 
chnida (n. pi.), f. Gr. arakhni spider; see -id*. 

arbalest xi. - OF. ar bales te (mod. arbalete) 
late L. arcuballista, f. arcus bow 4 ballista. 

arbiter xv. - L. So arbitrage xv. - (O)F 
arbitrament, -ement xrv. - (O)F. - medL 
arbitrary xv. - L., perh. after (O)F. arbi¬ 
trage. arbitrate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. arbitrari. 
arbitration xrv. - (O)F. - L. arbitrator xrv. - 
late L. 

arboreal xvn. f. L. arboreus, f. arbor tree; see 
-alV Hence arbor(e)ous, -escent xvn. ar¬ 
boriculture xix. 

arbour fplot of grass, flower-garden; bower, 
xrv. orig. erber - AN. erber, OF. erbier (mod. 
herbier), f. erbe herb 4 -ier -arium. Normal pho¬ 
netic change gave (h)arber, (h)arbour, -our be¬ 
ing after L. arbor tree, 

arc xrv. - (O)F.L. arcus bow, arch. 

arcade arched passage, xviii. - F. - Pr. arcada 
or It. areata, f. Rom. *area arch'; see -ade. 

Arcadian xvi. f. L. Arcadius, f. Gr. Arkadid, 
district in the Peloponnese; see -ian. 

arcana mysterious secrets, xvi. - L., n. pi. of 
arednus hidden, secret (whence arcane), f. area 
chest; see ark. -an. 

arch1 curved structure, xrv. - (0)F. arche 
Rom. *arca n. pi. taken as fem. sg., f. L. arcus 
arc. Hence arch vb. xrv. 

arch* chief, pre-eminent xvi; (through arch 
rogue, etc.) cunning, waggish xvn. The prefix 
arch- used as an adj. 

arch- repr. ult. Gr. arkh(i)- chief, comb, form 
f. base of arkhos chief, arkhi rule, as in 
arkhaggelos archangel, arkhididkonos arch¬ 
deacon, arkhiepiskopos archbishop, whence L. 
archangelus, archidiaconus, archiepiscopus, 
OF. arc(h)angele, arc(h)ediacre, arc(h)evesque. 
In OE. at first tr. by heah high, as in heahengel, 
but later adopted from L. as a?rce-, arce-, erce-, 
as in xrcebiscop, etc. The OE. forms gave 
ME. erche-, arche-, the latter coinciding with 
OF. arche-. From such comps, the prefix was 
generalized, and freely used in the senses 
‘chief’, ‘principal’, ‘pre-eminent’, ‘extreme’. Cf. 
ARCHI-. 

-arch repr. Gr. -arkhos ruling, rel. to arkhi (see. 
prec.), as in monarkhos monarch, tetrarkhos 
tetrarch. Cf. archy 

archaeology xvii. - modL. archaeologia - Gr. 
arkhaiologid, f. arkhaios ancient; see -logy. 

archaic xix. - F. archaique - Gr. arkhaikos, f. 
arkhaios ancient; see -ic. So archaism xvn. - 
modL. - Gr. 

archangel (repl. OE. heahengel) xn. - OF. 
archangele - ecclL. archangelus - ecclGr. (LXX) 
arkhaggelos; see arch-, angel. 

archer xm. - AN. archer, OF. archier (mod. 
archer)Rom. *arcarius, f. L. arcus bow, arc; 

see -er*. So archery xiv. - OF. 
archetype xvn. - L archetypum - Gr. arkhe- 
tupon, sb. use of n. of adj. ‘first moulded as a 
model’, f. arkhe- (var. of arkhi-) 4- tupos model, 
type. Cf. F. archetype. 

archi- repr. ult. Gr. arkhi- (see arch-); some 
adjs. with this prefix have corr. sbs. with arch-, 
e.g. archidiaconal (xv), archdeacon (OE.). 

archimandrite (Gr. Ch.) superior of a mon¬ 
astery. xvii. - F„ or ecclL. archimandrita - 
ecclGr. arkhimandrttes, f. archi- 4- mdndrd 
monastery; see -rrE. 

archipelago Aegean Sea; sea with numerous 
islands; group of many islands, xvi. - It. 
arcipelago, f. archi- 4- Gr. pelagos sea. 

architect xvi. - F. architecte - It. architetto, or 
their source, L. architectus - Gr. arkhitekton, f. 
archi- 4 tekton builder. So architectonic xvn. - 
L. - Gr. architecture xvi. - F. or L. 

architrave xvi. - F. - It., f. archi- 4- trace 
beam L. trabs, trabe-. 

archives xvn. - F. - L. archi(v)a, Gr. arkheia 
n. pi., f. arkhi government. So archivist xvm. 
- F. 

-archy terminal el. of abstract nouns corr. to 
words in -arch, repr. Gr. <irkhid rule, rel. to 
arch-, archi-; e.g. monarchy, tetrarchy. 
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Arctic xrv. ME. artik - OF. artique (mod. 
arctique) - L. arcticus - Gr. arktikos, f. drktos 
bear, the Great Bear, north; see -ic. 

-ard repr. (O)F. -ard, 1-art - OHG. -hart, being 
the adj. hart bold, hardy, hard, often forming 
part of personal names, as OHG. Reginhart 
Reynard; in MHG. and Du. a formative of com¬ 
mon nouns, gen. pejorative; in Eng. orig. in ad¬ 
options of F. sbs., as bastard, coward, mallard, 
the depreciatory sense of some of these led to its 
being used to form similar words on various 
stems, as dastard, drunkard, laggard, niggard, 
sluggard, wizard. In several words it conceals 
endings of a different origin, as bustard, custard, 
hazard, leopard, steward, tankard. 

ardent xrv. - OF. ardant (mod. -ent) L. 
ardens, -ent-, prp. of ardere bum; see -ant, -ent 

So ardour xrv. - OF. ardour (mod. -eur) L. 
ardor, -dr-. 

arduous f. L. arduus high, steep, difficult; see 
-uous. 

are* unit of square measure (100 sq. metres), 
xix. - F. - L. area area 

are* see be. 

area clear open space; superficial extent xvi; 
enclosed court xvii. - L. area vacant piece of 
ground. 

arena xvn. - L. arena, prop, harena sand, 
(sand-covered) centre of an amphitheatre. So 
arenaceous xvn. 

argent xv. - (O)F. - L. argentum silver, 
argon (chem.) inert gas of the atmosphere, 
xix. - Gr. argon, n. of argos idle, inactive, for 
aergds, f. a-4-t-ergon work, 

argot xix. - F., of unkn. orig. 
argue xrv. - (O)F. arguerL. argutdre babble, 
f. arguere make clear, prove. So argument xiv, 
argumentation xv. 

argy-bargy xix. var. of argle-bargle sb. and vb. 
(xix), f. dial, argle to dispute, bandy words (xvi), 
prob. alt. of prec. with -le as in haggle. 

aria xvm. - It.; see air. 

-arian f. L. -drius -ary + -an, first appearing in 
late xvi in disciplinarian, quinquagenarian, 
later (xvn) becoming common in designations 
of religious bodies and their tenets, e.g. mil- 
lenarian, predestinarian, sectarian, Trinitarian, 
Unitarian, on the analogy of which were formed 
humanitarian, parliamentarian, utilitarian 

arid XVII. - F. aride or L. aridus, f. drere be dry 
or parched; see -id*. So aridity xvi. 

aright OE. on riht, ariht, i.e. on, a-', and right. 

-arious adj. suffix, f. L. -dris -ar or -drius -ary, 

+ -ous. 
arise OE. arisan = OS. arisan, OHG. arrisan, 
Goth, urreisan; f. a-* + rise. 

aristocracy government by ‘the best’ citizens; 
political supremacy of a privileged order xvi; 
patrician order, nobles xvn. - (O)F. aristo¬ 
cratic - Gr. aristokratid, f. aristos best; see 
-CRACY. So aristocrat xviii. - F. aristocrate (a 
word of the French Revolution), aristocratic 

xvii. - (O)F. - Gr. -ical xvi. 
arithmetic xin. Earliest forms arsmetrikie), 
-metike - OF. arismetique - Rom. *arismetica, 
for L. arithmetica - Gr. arithmetic (sc. tekhne 
art) ‘art of counting’, f. arithmein, f. arithmos 

number; assoc, with L. ars metrica ‘measuring 
art’ led to forms of the type arsmetrikie) which 
were later (xv) conformed to the orig. L. and Gr. 
So arithme tic xvi. - L. and Gr. arithmetical 
xvi. arithmetician xvi. - F. 

-arium - L., n. sg. of -drius -ary, in sb. use of 
adjs., e g. honorarium, sacrarium, and the group 
aquarium, herbarium, vivarium. 

ark fchest, coffer; floating vessel built by Noah 
(Gen. 6; 14-16). OE. arc (earc), corr. to OHG. 
archa (G. arche), ON. qrk, Goth, arka, Gmc. - 
L. area. 

arm' upper limb of the body. OE. arm (earm) 
= OS., OHG. (Du., G.) arm, ON. armr, Goth. 
arms Gmc. *armaz, cf. L. armus shoulder (of 
animal), Skr. irmd- arm, etc. 

arm* (pi.) weapons for fighting, xin. - (O)F. 
armesL. arma n. pi. (no sg.). So arm vb. xm. - 
(O)F. armer L. armdre. 

armada xvi. Early forms armado (see -ado), 

armada, and -ode, -ata - Sp. armada Rom. 
armata army. 

armadillo xvi. - Sp., dim. of armado armed 
man L. armatus, pp. of armdre (see arm*). 

Armageddon place of the last decisive battle 
at the Day of Judgement (see Rev. 16: 16 A.V.; 
R.V. Harmagedon), any ‘final’ conflict on a 
large scale xix. Taken to be the Gr. equivalent 
of Heb. har megiddon mountain region of 
Megiddo. 

armament xvn. - L. ar momentum, f. armdre; 
see arm*, -MENT, and cf. F. armement. 

armature farms, armour xv; piece of iron 
placed in contact with the poles of a magnet 
to preserve its power xvm; wire-wound core of 
dynamo, etc. xix. - F. - L. armatura, f. pp. stem 
of armdre-, see arm*, -ure. 

armiger person entitled to heraldic arms, 
xvm. - L. armiger bearing arms, f. arma 
arm* + -ger, gerere bear, carry, 

armistice xvm. - F. armistice or modL. armi- 
stitium, f. arma arms (arm*) + -stitium stoppage. 
Cf. SOLSTICE. 

armory heraldry, xv. - (O)F. armoirie, f. 

armoier blazon, f. arme arm*; see -y*. Hence 
armorial xvi. 

armour xiii. - OF. armure, earlier armeiire 
L. armatura armature. 

armoury farmour xrv; place for keeping arms 

xv. prob. orig. - (O)F. armoirie armory, with 

assim. to armour. 

army farmed expedition xiv; armed force xv. - 
(O)F. armee Rom. armata, sb. use of pp. fern, 
of L. armdre arm; see -y*. 

aroma xvm. - L. aroma - Gr. aroma, -at-. So 
aromatic xrv. - F. - late L. - Gr. 

around xrv (not frequent before xvi). In earliest 
use perh. after OF. a la reonde roundabout; later 
f. a-' + ROUND*. 

arouse xvi. f. a-* + rouse, after rise, arise, wake, 
awake. 

arpeggio xvm. - It., f. arpeggiare play on the 
harp, f. arpa harp. 

arquebus see harquebus. 

arrack Eastern name for a kind of alcoholic 
spirit, xvii. ult. - Arab. arak. Aphetic rack*. 

arraign xrv. - AN. araigner, areiner, OF. 
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araisnier - Rom. *arrationdre, f. ar- + ratio, -on 
account, reason. 

arrange xrv. - OF. arangier, arengier (mod. ar¬ 
ranger), f. a- ad- + rangier range So arrange¬ 
ment xvm. 

arrant notorious, downright xvi. First in 
knight arrant, arrant thief, in which arrant is 
a later form of errant vagabond; in arrant thief 
it acquired the sense ‘public, common’, and 
hence, when transf. to other nouns, ‘manifest, 
undisguised, notorious’. 

arras xv. - arras in AN. drops d'arras ‘cloths 
of Arras', name of a town in Artois, France. 

array xiv. - AN. arai, OF. arei (mod. arroi), f. 
AN. araier, OF. areer Rom. *arredare put in 
order, f. AR- + Gmc. *r*d- prepare (see curry1). 

So array vb. xm. 
arrear fadv. backward, behind xiv; sb. (chiefly 
pi.) liability overdue, debts unpaid xvn. - OF 
ariere(mod. arriere), AN. areremedL. adretro, 
f. ad to (at) + retro backward. As sb. arrears) 
took the place of arrearageis) xiv (now U S.) - 
OF. arierages (mod. arrerages), f. ariere\ cf. AN 
sb. areres xiv. 

arrest vb. xrv. - OF. arester Rom. *arrestare, 
f. ar +L. restore stop behind, rest3. So arrest 

. sb. xrv. 
arrival fcoming to land xiv; act of arriving 
xvi. - AN. ar(r)ivaille, f. ariver, see next and 
-AL2. 

arrive tcome to shore, land xm; come to the 
end of a journey, etc. xiv. - OF. ariver (mod 
arriver) Rom. *arripare come to land, f. ar- 
+ L. ripa shore. 

arrogance xiv. - (O)F. - L. arrogantia, f 

arrogdns, -ant-, prp of L. arrogdre lay claim 

to; see -ance, rogation. So arrogant xiv. 

arrogate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. arrogdre. 
abrogation xvi. 

arrow Late OE. ar\e)we - ON. *arw-, nom. gr 
(g. sg., pi. grvar), rel. to Goth, arhwazna arrow, 
- Gmc. base *arxw- IE. *arkw-, whence also 
L. arcus bow, arc. 

arrowroot herb of the W. Indies, the tubers of 
which were used to absorb poison from wounds, 
esp. those made by poisoned arrows xvn; starch 
made from this xix. Perversion of Aruak aru- 
aru ‘meal of meals’, by assim. to arrow and 
ROOT 

arse OE. a?rs (ears) = MLG. ars, MDu. aers (Du 
aars), OHG. ars (G. arsch), ON. ars Gmc. *ar- 
saz IE. *o rsos. whence also Gr. orrhos, cf. our A 
tail (:- *orsd). 

arsenal fnaval dock (in early use, of Venice); 
establishment for storage of weapons and 
ammunition, xvi. Early forms arsen-, arzen-, 
archynale - F. arsenal, -\archenal or its source 
It. tarzanale, (mod.) arsenale, f. Venetian It. 
arzand, ult. (with unexpl. loss of d ) - Arab, ddr 
as-sina'a, i.e. ddr house, al-2, sina'a industry 

arsenic xiv. - (O)F. - L. arsenicum (arrhen-) - 

Gr. arsenikon (arrhen-), ult. - Iranian (cf. Pers. 
zirnik, f. zar gold), but assoc, with arsenikos 
(arrhen ) male, f. arsen, arrhen male Also 
arse nic (cf. ic) xix, arsenical xvn, adjs. 

arsis (pros.) unemphatic syllable xvih; strong 
syllable xix. - late L. - Gr. arsis lifting, raising. 

f. airein raise; opposed to thesis. By Gr. writers 
applied to the raising of the foot in beating time, 
which marked the unaccented syllable, by later 
L. writers referred to the raising of the voice, 
which marked the accented syllable; there is 
consequently the same opposition of meaning 
in thesis. 

arson xvn. - OF.med L. arsio, on-, f. ars-, pp 
stem of ardere burn. 

arsy-versy back-foremost, upside-down. xvi. f. 
arse f L versus turned, with -y1 added to both 
elements to make a jingle. 

art1 xm. - (O)F. L. ars. art-, f. base *ar- put 
together, join, fit (cf. harmony). Hence artful 

XVII. 

art2 see be. 

artefact, arti- xix f L. arte, abl. sg of ars 
art '-^factum, n. pp. of facere make, do1; cf. It 
artefatto. 

artery xiv. - L. arteria - Gr. arteria, prob. f. 
base *ar- ranse, repr in aorta, arsis. So ar¬ 

terial xv. - F. tarterial (mod. -el). 
artesian xix. - F. artesien of Artois (name of 
an old French province), applied orig to wells 
made there; see -ian. 

arthritis inflammation of a joint, xvi. - L. 
arthritis - Gr arthritis, f. drthron joint (cf L. 
artus limb, article); see -ms. So arthritic xv. 
The comb form arthro- of Gr. drthron is repr. 
in various scientific terms, as arthropod. 

artichoke plant allied to the thistle, having 
edible parts xvi; Jerusalem a. species of sun¬ 
flower with edible tuberous roots xvn. Earliest 
forms archicokk, -choke, artechock, etc. - north¬ 
ern It. arti-, arciciocco - OSp alcarchofa (mod. 
alcachofa) - Arab al karsufa, i.e. al-2. karsuf 
artichoke. 

article clause of the Creed, of a contract, etc. 
xm; fitem of business, etc. xv; detail, particular, 
material thing xvm. - (O)F. - L. articulus, dim. 
of artus joint, f. base *ar- join (cf. arm1, art1). 

In gram, sense (xvi) repr. the use of L. articulus 
tr. Gr. drthron joint. 

articulate adj. xvi. - L. articulatus jointed, pp 
of articuldre, f. articulus article; see -ate2. So 

articulate vb. xvi. articulation xv. - F. - L. 
artifice xvi. - (O)F. - L. artificium, f. ars, art 
art'+fic-, var. of fac- of facere make, do1 So 

artificial xiv. - (O)F. or L. artificer xiv. - AN. 
artificer (cf. medL. artificidnus), prob. after OF 
artificien 

artillery xiv - (O)F. artillerie, f OF. artillier, 
alt. (after art) of atillier equip, arm, prob. a by¬ 
form of atiner, f. tire order; see tier, -ery. 

artisan xvi. - F. - It artigiano, f. arte art*. 

artist xvi. - (O)F. artiste - It. artista, f. arte art'; 

see -1ST. Hence artistic xvm, artistry xix. 
artiste xix. - F. (see prec.). 
arum cuckoo pint. Arum maculatum. xv (in 
form aron xv-xvm). - L. arum - Gr. aron. 

-ary suffix repr. L. -drius ‘pertaining to, con 
nected with’: formed on sbs., as honorarius 
honorary; on adjs., as primarius primary; on 
advs., as contrdrius contrary. Many of these 
adjs. were used as sbs.: in the masc., as ad 
versdrius adversary; in the n., as solarium sal¬ 

ary; and occas. in the fern., as Calvaria, see 
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Calvary. Since L. -arius and aris were repr in 
French by -aire, it came about that, when F. 
words in -aire were adopted in mod. Eng., they 
received the ending -ary, as militaire military; 

cf. -AR 

Aryan (arch.) Indo-European; Indo-Iranian. 
xix. f. Skr arya- national name, subsequently 
’noble’. See -an. 

as ME. reduced form (xn) of ase or als, which 
are divergent developments of alseOE. alswa 
(ealswa) also. 

as- assim. form of ad- before s. 

asafoetida resinous gum with a strong smell, 
xrv. - medL., lit. ‘stinking asa’, i.e. asa (usu. 
derived from a Persian azd mastic, but this 
word is of doubtful authenticity), foetida, fern, 
offoetidus fetid. 

asbestos tfabulous unquenchable stone xrv; 
fibrous mineral made into an incombustible 
fabric xvii. ME. albeston - OF. - medL. - Gr. 
dsbeston, acc. of asbestos, f. a-4 + sbestos, f. sben- 
nunai quench. The present form dates from 
XVII. 

ascend xiv. - L. ascendere, f. ad- + scandere 
climb. So ascendant xrv. - (O)F. - prp. of L. 
ascendere. ascendancy xvin. 

ascension xiv. - (O)F. - L. ascensio, -on-, f. 
ascens-, pp. stem of ascendere. Also ascent xvii. 

f. ascend, after the pair descend, descent. 
ascertain make certain xv; learn, find out 
xvm. - OF. acertain-, tonic stem of acertener 
(later ass-, asc-, and so in Eng.), f. a- ad- + certain 
CERTAIN. 

ascetic xvii. - medL. asceticus or Gr. asketikos, 
f. asketis monk, hermit, f. askein exercise; see 
-IC. 

ascribe xv. - L. ascribere, f. ad- + scribere write. 
Preceded by fascrive (xrv-xvn) - OF. ascriv-, 
stem of ascrire - L. ascribere. So ascription 
xvi. - L. 

aseptic xix. f. a-4 + septic. 

ash' forest-tree of genus Fraxinus. OE. xsc = 
OS. ask (Du. esch), OHG. ask (G. esche is infl. by 
the aclj. eschen), ON. askrGmc. *askiz. Rel. L. 
ornus, R. ycisen', W. onnen; Gr. oxiie beech. 
ash3 powdery residue of combustion. OE. azsce, 
dexe = MLG. asc he, Du. as, OHG. asca (G. asche), 
ON. aska, cf. Goth. azgo. Ash Wednesday first 
day of Lent xiii; after ecclL. dies cinerum ‘day of 
ashes’; cf. F. jour or mercredi des cendres, G. 
ascher m ittwoch. 

ashamed OE. asca mod, pp. of dscamian, f. a- 
a-* + scamian, f. scamu shame. 

ashlar squared stone for building, xiv. ME 
as(s)heler - OF. aisselier, f. L. axis, assis board, 
plank (whence F. ais). 

ashore xvi. f. a-' + shore’, on the model of the 

earlier aland (xii). 

Asian xrv. - L. Asianus - Gr. Asianos, see -lan. 
So Asiatic xvii. 

aside xiv. ME. on side, a side, i.e. on, a-', side. 

asinine xvii. - L. asininus, f. asinus ass; see 
-INE1. 

-asis repr. L., Gr. asis, forming names of dis¬ 
eases, prop, nouns of state or process derived 
from verbs in Gr. -dein, -dn\ as elephantiasis, 
psoriasis. 

ask OE. dscian, bxian = OS. escon, OHG. eiscon 
(G. heischen) WGmc. *aiskojan. Rel. Skr 
icchati, 0S1. iskati, Lith. ieskoti seek, 

askance sideways, obliquely, xvi. Early forms 
a scanche, a sconce suggest a F origin (but cf. It. 
a, di, and per scancio obliquely). Source remains 
unknown. 

askari native soldier of E. Africa, xx. - Arab. 
'askari soldier, f. 'askar army, 

askew xvi. f. a-1 + skew. 

aslant xiii. ME. o slantie), i.e. a-’, slant (var. 

on slent. Sc. asklent, esk-, relations obscure), 
asleep OE. on slxpe, ME. o slepe, aslepe; see a1, 

sleep. 

asp1 tree of the poplar family. OE. xspe = OHG. 
aspa (G. espe is from the adj. espen)Gmc. *as- 
pon. Rel. Russ, osina, OPruss. abse, Lith. epuse. 
Superseded by aspen. 

asp* small viper of N. Africa, xvi. - OF. aspe or 
its source L. aspis - Gr. aspis, aspid-. The L. form 
was formerly (xrv) current in Eng_ as well as 
aspic (xvi) - F.; also taspide - OF. 

asparagus xvi. - L. - Gr. aspdragos. Various 
alt. or deriv. forms have been current: (i) spara- 
gus (xvii); (ii) (a)sperage, sparage (xv); (iii) 
sparrow-grass, sparagrass (xvii). 

aspect xrv. - L. aspect us, f. aspect-, pp. stem of 
aspicere look at, f. ad- + specere look, 

aspen a4j. of an asp-tree xrv; sb. aspen tree xvi. 
f. asp' +-en’. The sb. arose in such collocations 
as aspen leaf. 

asperity xv. - L. asperitds, -tat-, f. asper rough; 
see -ity. 

asperse besprinkle xv; calumniate xvii. f. 
aspers-, pp. stem of L. aspergere, f. ad- + spargere 
sprinkle (cf. sparse). So aspersion xvi. 

asphalt xiv. Early forms aspaldouri), ult. - late 
L. asphalton, -um - Gr. dsphalton, -os; later 
asphalt{e) reproduces the F. asp ha l te. 

asphodel liliaceous plant, xvi. - L. asphodelus - 
Gr. asphodelos. See daffodil. 

asphyxia stoppage of the pulse, (hence) suf¬ 
focation. xvm. - modL. - Gr. asphuxid, f. a-4 

+ sphuxis pulse, f. sphuzein beat, throb. Hence 
asphyxiate ( ate*), -ation xix. 

aspic1 savoury meat jelly, xvm. - F., a use of 
aspic serpent (see asp*), due to comparison of 
the various colours of the jelly with those of the 
serpent (F. sauce or ragout d I’aspic). 

aspic3 see asp*. 

aspidistra xix. - modL., f. Gr. aspis. aspid- 
shield (with ref. to the shape of the leaves), 

aspire have a desire for something above one 
xv; rise up, mount xvi. - (O)F. aspirer or L. 
aspirare have an ambition, etc., f. ad--*-spirare 
breathe. So aspirant xvm. - F. or L. aspirate 
aclj. xvn; sb. xvm. - pp. of L. aspirare. aspirate 
vb. xvm. aspiration xiv. - (O)F. - L. 

aspirin acetylsalicylic acid, an analgesic and 
febrifuge, xix. - G., shortened from Acetylirte 
Spirsaure ‘acetylated spiraeic acid’ + -in. 

asquint (arch.) to look to one side xiii; obliquely 
through a defect in the eyes, cross-eyed xiv; with 
a sidelong or furtive glance xv. perh. f. A-' + a 
LG. or Du. form now repr. by Du. schuinte ob¬ 
liquity, slant, f. schuin oblique = LG. schiins. 
Aphetic squint. 



ass 25 astound 

ass donkey OE.; stupid person xv. OE. assa - 

OCelt. *as(s)in (W. ctsyn) - L. asinus. Gmc. 
*asiluz (- L. asinus or asellus) is repr. by OE. 
e(o)sol, OS., OHG esil (Du. ezel easel, G. eset), 
Goth, asilus. 

assail XIII. - OF. asaiir (mod. assaillir)popL. 
assalTre f. as- + sallre leap. Hence assailant xvi, 
after F. assaillant. 

assassin (hist., in pi.) Muslim fanatic engaged 
to murder Christians; one who kills treach¬ 
erously. xvii. - F. assassin or medL. assassin us - 

Arab, ftaiiisi hashish-eater Hence assassinate 

(see -ate*), -ation xvii. 

assault sb. xiii. ME. as(s)aut (later with l as 
in fault) - OF. asaut (mod assaut) Rom. 
*assaltus, f. popL. assa lire assail. So assault 

vb. xv. - OF. assauter Rom. * assa l tare. f. 
as- + saltdre, frequent, of salire leap, 

assay trial (gen. and spec., now only of metals). 
xiv. - OF assai, var. of essai essay. So assay 

vb. xiv. - OF. assaier. 
assegai, assagai spear used by African (now 
esp. S. African) tribes, xvn. - Pg. azagaia - Arab. 
az-zagaya, i.e. al-3, zagdya Berber word for 
‘spear’. 

assemble xm. - (O)F. assembler Rom. *as- 
simuldre, f. as- + L. simul together (cf. similar). 

So assembly xiv. - OF. assemblee, sb. use of 
fern, pp., with ending assim. to -y\ 

assent vb. xm. - OF. assentir (AN. assenter) 
L. assentire, f. as- + sentire feel, think. So assent 

sb. xm. 
assert xvii. f. assert-, pp. stem of L. asserere, f. 

as- + serere join. So assertion xv. - F. or L. 
assertive xvii (the corr. adv. is xv). - F. assertif 

assess settle the amount of; rate for taxation. 
xv. - OF. assesser - assess-, pp. stem of L. as¬ 
sidere sit by, etc. (cf. assiduous), in medL. levy, 
tax, f. as- + sedere sit Hence assessment xvi. 
So assessor xiv. - OF. assessour (mod. -eur) - 

L. assessor. 
assets xvi. - legal AN. assets, (Q)F. assez 
Rom. *assatis, f. ad- + L. satis enough (cf. 
satisfaction); orig. in legal phr. aver asetz 
have sufficient (sc. to meet claims), 

asseveration xvi. - L. asseverbtio, -on-, f. as- 
severare, f. as- + sever us grave, severe; see 
-ation. So asseverate (see -ate*) xviii. 

assibilate make sibilant, xix. f. pp. of L. assibi- 
Idre, see as-, -ate*. 

assiduous xvi f. L. assiduus, f. assidere, attend 
or apply oneself to; see assess, -ous. So assi¬ 

duity XV. 

assign1 vb. xiv - OF. as(s)ignier (mod assi¬ 
gned L. assignare, f. as- + signdre sign. So as¬ 

signation xv. assignee assign3 xiv - (O)F 
assigne, pp. of assigner, used sb. assignment 

xix. - OF. assignement - medL. assignbmentum 
assign3 one to whom a property or right is as¬ 
signed. xiv - AN., (O)F. assigne, see assignee. 

from which it is differentiated by the muted 
final syll. (cf. ally1, astray, costive, defile3, 

TAIL3. TROVE). 

assimilate make like; absorb and incorporate, 
xv. f pp. stem of L. assimilare, f. as- + similis 
similar; see -ate* So assimilation xv 

assimilative xrv. - F. or L. 

assist tgive help to xv; help; tstand near xvi; 
be present at xvii. - F. ass is ter - L. assistere, f. 
as- + sistere take one’s stand. So assistance 
xrv. - F. - medL. assistentia. assistant xv. - F. - 

medL. assistens, -ent. prp. of assistere. 
assize xm. - OF. assise, sb. use of fern, of assis, 
pp. of asseoir sit, settle, assess popL *assedere 
for assidere (see assess) Cf. size'. 

associate pp. joined in function or status xrv; 
sb. companion, colleague xvi. - L. assoc talus, 
pp. of associdre, f. as- + socius sharing, allied (cf. 
social); see -ate3. So associate vb. xv (see 
-ate*), association xvi. - F or medL. 

assoil (arch.) absolve xm; acquit xiv. - AN. 
as(s)oilier, -ir, f. OF. as(s)oil- tonic stem 
of asoldre (mod. absoudre) L. absolvere 
absolve. 

assonance xvm. - F., f. L. assonbre (of Echo) 
answer to, f. as- + sondre sound*. 

assort arrange in sorts, xv (rare before late 
xvm, when it was prob. readopted). - OF. 
assorter, mod. assortir, f. a- ad- + sorte sort. So 

assortment xvn; after F. assortment. 
assuage xiv. OF. asso{u)agier Rom. *as- 
subviare, f. as- + L. suavis sweet. 

assume take to or upon oneself xv; claim, take 
for granted xvi. - L. assumere, f. as- + sumere 
take. 

assumption (feast of) the reception of the Vir 
gin Mary into Heaven xm; taking to or for one¬ 
self, taking for granted, postulate xvii. - OF. 
asompsion (mod. assomption) or L. assumptio. 
on-, f. assumere, see prec., -tion. So as¬ 

sumptive XVII. 
assure xrv. - OF. asseurer (mod. assurer) 
Rom. *assecurare, f. as- + securus secure. So 
assurance xrv. 

aster genus of plants with radiated flowers. 
xviii. - modL. use of L. aster - Gr. astir star. 

-aster repr. L. -Aster (whence F. -atre), suffix of 
sbs. and adjs. expressing incomplete resem¬ 
blance, and hence gen. of pejorative force; e g. 
philosophaster petty philosopher, oleaster wild 
olive. The best-known comp, in Eng. is poet¬ 

aster, on which was modelled criticaster. 
asterisk xvn. - late L. asteriscus - Gr. aster- 
iskos, dim. of astir star. 

astern in, at, or towards the stern, xvii. f. a 1 

+ stern3, after ahead. 

asteroid xix. - Gr. asteroeidis star-like, f. astir 
star, see -oid. 

asthma xiv. - Gr. asthma, mat-. So asthmatic 
xvi. 

astigmatism defect in the eye preventing 
exact focusing xix. f. a-4 + Gr stigmat- point (see 
stigma) + -ism. So astigmatic xix. 

astir stirring, up and about, xix. Anglicization 
of Sc. asteer, f. on, a ’ + Sc. form of stir. 

astonish tdumbfound, stun xv; amaze xvn. 
First in (Sc.) pp. astonist, prob. extension, with 
-ish3, of pp. of tastonie, tastony (xiv-xvn), ob¬ 
scure var. of fas tone, the pp. of which is the 
source of astound 

astound fshock, stun; amaze xvn. prob. f. pp. 
tastound, fcistouned, earlier fastened, fastuned 
(xiii), f. AN * as tone, *astune, for OF. estone, pp. 
of estoner stun. 
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astrakhan xvm. f. name of a Russian province 
north of the Caspian Sea. 

astral xvn. - late L. astralis, f. astrum - Gr 
astron star; see -al‘ . 

astray xra. ME. o strai, astrai(e) - AN. *astraie, 
OF. estraie, pp. of estraier, f. estree road late 
L. strata street. Aphetic stray. For the loss of 
-e cf. assign2. 

astride xvn. f. a-' + stride. 

astringent causing contraction of bodily tis¬ 
sues xvi; severe, austere xix. - F. astringent or 
L. astringens, -ent-, f. astringere, f. ad- + stringere 
bind, draw tight (see stricture). 

astro- repr. comb, form of Gr. astron star. 

astrolabe instrument used for taking altitudes 
and solving astronomical problems, xiv. - OF. 
astrelabe - medL. astrolabium - Gr. astrolabon, 
sb. use of n. of adj. astrolabos ‘star-taking’, f. 
astron star + *lab-, base of lambanein take, 

astrology xiv. - (O)F. astrologie - L. astrologia 
- Gr. astrologia, f. astro logos astronomer, f. 
astron star; see logy. So astrologer xiv. f. 
(O)F. astrologue, based on L. astrologus - Gr. 
astroldgos, see -logue (loger). astrological 
xvi. f. F. -ique or late L. -icus - Gr. -ikos. 

astronomy xm. - (O)F. astronomie - L. astro- 
nomia - Gr. astronomia, f. astronomos, f. astro- 
nomein observe the stars, f. astron star; see 
nomy. So astronomer xiv. ME. astronom(i)er, 

f. astronomy, earlier -ien - OF. astronomical 
xvi. f. F. -ique or L. -icus - Gr. -ikos. 

astute xvn. - F. fastut or L. astutus, f. astus 
craft, cunning. 

asunder ME. asunder, o sunder, OE. on 
sundran, -um, i.e. on, a-' + sundor, see sunder. 

aswoon (arch.) in a swoon, xiv. ME. aswoune, 
alt. of iswouen, OE. geswogen\ see swoon. 

asylum sanctuary, place of refuge, xv. - L. 
asylum - Gr. asulon, sb. use of n. of dsulos 
inviolable, f. a-4 -f sdle, sulon right of seizure, 

asymptote (geom.) line which approaches 
nearer and nearer to a curve without meeting 
it. xvn. - modL. asymptota (sc. linea line) - Gr. 
asumptotos, sb. use (sc. grammt line) of adj. 
‘not falling together’, f. A-* + sun- syn-+ptdtos 
apt to fall. 

asyndeton (gram.) construction in which a 
conjunctive element is omitted, xvi. - modL. - 
Gr. asundeton, n. of asundetos unconnected, f. 
a-4 + sundetos, f. sun- syn- + dein bind, 

at OE. xt = OS. at, OHG. az, ON., Goth. at\ 
CGmc. prep, and verbal prefix denoting position 
and motion towards, further rel. to L. (and 
Osco-Umbrian) ad to, at, ad-, OIr. ad-. Lost in 
s.w. Eng dial., as in modDu. and G., and repl. 
by to, in Scand., on the other hand, to was lost 
and repl by at (e.g. with the infin.; cf. ado). 

at- assim. form of ad- before t. 
atavism resemblance to remote ancestors 
rather than parents, xix. - F. atavisme, f. L. 
atavus great-grandfather’s grandfather, f. avus 
grandfather; see ism. Hence atavistic xix. 

ataxy tdisorderliness; (path.) functional ir¬ 
regularity. xvn. - modL. ataxia (also used) - Gr. 
ataxia, f. a-4 + taxis order; see -y*. 

-ate1 repr. F. -at = Sp. -ado, It. -ato - L. -atus. 
comp, suffix orig. f. stems of verbs in -are + -tus 

(cf. juventus youth), but later added directly to 
sbs. to form abstract sbs. (i) denoting action or 
state, as ploratus weeping, consuldtus consul¬ 
ship; (ii) in coll, sense, as equitatus cavalry, sen- 
atus senate; (iii) in concr. sense, as magi- 
stratus magistrate; corr. to OE. -od, -ad (as in 
fiscod fishing), OHG. od, Goth. -b/>u-. 
-ate2 suffix of pps., ppl. adjs., and sbs., repr. 
(partly through F. -at, -ate) L. -atus, -dta, -dtum, 
ending of the pps. of verbs in are, f. -a- + -tus, 
gen. ppl. suffix, as in doctus, rectus, auditus, pps. 
of docere, regere, audire. There are many adjs. 
of this origin, as desperate, separate a. Added to 
sbs. with the sense ‘provided with’, it produced 
many adjs., as dentatus toothed,/olidtus leaved, 
litteratus literate; on this model were made 
numerous adjs. in nat. hist., etc., as angus- 
tifoliate narrow-leaved, lunulate crescent¬ 
shaped. b. L. pps. were used as sbs., in all three 
genders, as (i) legatus legate, (medL.) prxldtus 
prelate, curatus curate; (ii) medL. carucata 
carucate, virgata virgate, and numerous sbs. 
in the Rom. langs. (repr. by F. -ee, Sp. -ada. It. 
-ata\ cf. -ade); (iii) L. mandatum mandate, 

modL. prxcipitatum precipitate. In chem. ex¬ 
tended to the nomenclature of salts of acids de¬ 
nominated by adjs. in -ic, as nitrate, sulphate. 

-ate3 suffix of verbs formed on pp. stems (-at-) of 
L. verbs in are, orig. on the basis of existing pp. 
forms in -ate2, which were at first often used 
concurrently with the infs, as their pps., e.g. inf. 
consecrate, pp. tconsecrate (later consecrated)-, 
it consequently became possible to form an Eng. 
verb in -ate on any L. verb in are. Many F. verbs 
in -er (:- L. -are) have been anglicized by the 
addition of this suffix to their stems, e.g. 
felicitate. 

atheism xvi. - Fr. atheisme, f. Gr. dtheos, f. a-4 

+ theos god; see -ism. So atheist xvi. - F. 
atheiste or It. ateista, hence atheistic xvn, 
-istical xvi. 

athirst (arch.) thirsting. OE. ofdyrst, short 

form oiofdyrsted, pp. oi*ofdyrstan suffer thirst, 

f. of- a-2 + byrstan thirst. 

athlete xvm (once xv). - L. athleta - Gr. 
athleth, f. athlein contend for a prize. So 
athletic xvn. - F. athletique or L. dthleticus - 
Gr. athletikos\ hence athletics xvm, athletical 
xvi. 

athwart across, xv (first in Sc.), f. a-1 

+ thwart', prob. after ON. um pvert ‘over in a 
transverse direction’. 

-atic repr. F. -atique - L. aticus, orig. f. pp. stems 
in -at- (see -ate*) + -icus -ic, as erraticus erratic, 

later extended to sbs., e.g. aquaticus aquatic. 

The neuter of such adjs. was used as sb., e.g. 
viaticum, whence the extended use of the suffix 
in Rom. repr. by -age. In aromatic, axiomatic, 

problematic, and the like, -atic repr. Gr. -atikos, 
f. n. stems in -at-. 

-atile repr. F. -atile - L. -atilis, in formation (see 
-ile) and sense similar to -atic, e.g. volatilis 
volatile, (with sb.) fluvidtilis, f.fluvius. 

atilt tilted; at the tilt (in jousting), xvi. f. a-1 
4- TILT1. 

-ation ME. -acio(u)n - OF. (mod. -ation) - L. 
-and. -ation-, the form resulting from the 
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addition of lion- -tion to verb-stems in a . The 
great minority of Eng. words in -ation have corr. 
vbs in -ate*, as creation, moderation, satu 
ration, beside create, moderate, saturate-, some 
have no such corr. vb., as capitation, con¬ 
stellation, duration, others are formed directly 
on vbs. in -ize, as civilization, organization. A 
large number have corr. vbs. of other forms, as 
apply and application, publish and publication, 
prove and probation. Others have the ap 
pearance of being formed on Eng. vbs., as alter¬ 
ation, causation, formation-, hence the practice 
(from xvi) of adding the suffix to miscellaneous 
vbs., as botheration, flirtation, starvation. 

-ative - F. -atif, -ative - L. -ativus, -ativa, formed 
by the addition of -ivus -ive to pp. stems in -at-, 
as demonstrdtivus demonstrative; the number 
of such adjs. was increased in late and medL., 
and they were the models for many more in the 
Rom. langs. Cases like represent, representative 
afforded a formal analogy for talk, talkative 
(xv). In medL. qualitativus, quantitatlvus were 
formed on the sbs. qualitds, quantitds\ hence 
authoritative, f. authority. 

Atlantic xv. - L. Atlanticus - Gr. Atlantikos, 
f. Atlas, Atlant- name of (i) the Titan who was 
supposed to hold up the pillars of the universe, 
and (ii) the mountain in Libya which was held 
to support the heavens, whence the application 
of the adj. to the ocean west of Africa, 

atlas supporter, mainstay xvi; volume of maps 
xvii. The Titan Atlas (prec.) was often figured 
with the terrestrial globe on his shoulders, 
whence the application of the name to a collec 
tion of maps (xvii). 

atmosphere xvii. - modL. atmosphxra, f. Gr. 
atmos vapour-t-sphaira sphere. Hence atmo¬ 

spheric xvm, -ical xvii. 

atoll ring-shaped coral reef enclosing a lagoon, 
xix (in xvii as atollon). - Maidive atolu. 

atom fbody so small as to be incapable of divi¬ 
sion xvi; supposed ultimate particle of matter 
xvii; hence in mod. physics and chem. xix. - 
(O)F. atome - L. atomus - Gr. atomos, sb. use 
of adj. ‘indivisible’, f. a-* + *tom- (cf. -tomy). 

Hence atomic xvii. - modL. 
atomy' (arch.) skeleton (lit. and fig), xvi. 
Aphetic of anatomy. 

atomy* (arch.) atom, tiny being xvi. prob f. 

atomi, pi. of L. atomus atom, but assoc, with 

prec. 

atone freconcile, appease xvi (once xiv be rec 
onciled); make reconcilement, amends xvii. 

Back-formation from atonement (xvi), f. phr 
at one in harmony (xm) +-ment, after medL. 
adundmentum (vm), f. adundre unite, and 
earlier onement, as used in make an onement 
be reconciled, set at onement reconcile. 

-ator repr. L. -ator, suffix combining -tor with 
vb -stems in a- and forming agent-nouns, e g. 
credtor, dictator, spectator. The earliest of such 
sbs. were first adopted in OF. form with -atour. 
From xvi modL. formations such as denomi¬ 
nator and numerator appear. From xvii the 
suffix began to be used for names of instru¬ 
ments, e g. perambulator, and in anat., e g. lev¬ 
ator, but such formations were not common till 

early xix, since when they have become 
fairly numerous as names of implements and 
machines, e g. detonator, elevator, escalator, 
generator, refrigerator, ventilator. 

atrabilious melancholy, ill-tempered, xvii. f. 
L. atra bilis black bile, tr. Gr. melagkholid 
melancholy; see -ious. 

atrium central court of Roman house xvii; 
(anat.) chamber of an organ of the body xix. - 
L. atrium. 

atrocious xvii. f. L. atrox, atroc- terrible, fierce, 
etc., f. dter black + oc-, stem of oculus eye; see 
-ious and cf. F. atroce. So atrocity xvi. - (O)F 
or L. 

atrophy wasting away of the body. xvii. - 
late L. atrophia - Gr. atrophia, f. atrophos 
ill-nourished, f. a-* + trephein nourish. So 
atrophied xvi. - F. atrophie. 

atropine alkaloid poison from deadly night 
shade, xix. f. modL. atropa deadly nightshade, 
fern. f. Gr Atropos (‘Inflexible’) name of one of 
the Fates, f. a-4 + tropos turn; see trope, -ine*. 

attach seize, arrest xiv, fasten, join xv. - OF 
atachier (mod. attacher), alt., by prefix- 
substitution, of estachier fasten, fix, f. Gmc. 
*stak- stake'. So attachment xiv. 

attache one attached to the suite of an am¬ 
bassador. xix - F., pp. of attacher attach. 

attack vb. xvi. - F. attaquer - It. attaccare as in 
attaccare battaglia join battle f. Gmc. *stak- (see 
attach). Hence, or - F attaque (- It. attacco) 
attack sb. xvii. 

attain fstrike; reach (to), xiv. - OF. atain-, 
atein-, stem of alaindre, -eindre (mod. at- 
teindre) L. attingere touch on, reach, f. at- 
+ tangere touch. Hence attainment xiv 

attainder consequences of sentence of death 
or outlawry, xv. - AN. attainder, atteinder, sb. 
use of infin., OF. ataindre attain; see er*. 

attaint fconvict; subject to attainder xiv; 
(arch.) affect, infect xvi. f. fattaint pp. - OF. 
ataint, ateint, pp. of ataindre attain; infl later 
in meaning by taint. Hence attaint sb. xiv. 

attar fragrant essence (of roses), xvm. - Pers. 
'itr- Arab., f. 'atira be fragrant, 

attempt vb. xiv. - OF. attempter, latinized form 
of attenter (also mod.) - L. attemptare, f. at- 

+ temptare tempt. Hence attempt sb. xvi. 
attend direct the mental or physical faculties, 
apply oneself to xiii; take care of, wait upon xv; 
fwait for, expect; be present at xvii. - OF 
atendre (mod attendre wait for)L. attendere, 
f. at- + tendere stretch, tend*. So attendance 

xrv. - OF. atendance. attendant adj. xiv; sb 
xvi. - OF. atendant. attention xiv (rare before 
xvi). - L. attentio, on-, cf. F. attention (xvi) at¬ 

tentive xiv (Sc ). - OF. atentif. 
attenuate xvi f. pp. stem of L. attenudre, f 
at- + tenudre f. tenuis thin; see -ate*. 

attest xvi. - F. attester - L. attestdri, f. at- 

+ testari witness (cf. testament). So attesta¬ 

tion XV. 

attic (archit.) small order placed above a taller 
one xvii; (room in) the top storey of a building 
xvm. spec, use of next. 

Attic of Attica, Athenian, xvi. - L Atticus - Gr 
Attikos. 
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attire tput in order, equip xm; dress xiv. - OF. 
atirii)er arrange, etc., f. phr. OF. a tire in order. 
Aphetic tirb*. Hence attire sb. xm. 

attitude fdisposition of a figure in statuary 
or painting xvn; posture xvtu. - F. - It. attitu- 
dine late L. aptitudd, -tudin- aptitude; see 
-TUDE. 

attorney' legal agent, xiv. - OF. atorne, sb. use 
of pp. of atomer assign, appoint, f. a- ad- + torner 
TURN. 

attorney* legal agency (in letter, power of 
attorney), xv. - OF. atornee, sb. use of fem. pp. 
of atorner (see prec). 

attract xv. f. L. attract-, pp. stem of attrahere, 
f. at- + trahere draw (cf. tract*). So attraction 
xv. - F. or L. attractive xrv. - F. - late L. 

attribute sb. xv. - (0)F. attribut or L. attri- 
butum, sb. use of n. pp. of attribuere, f. at- 
+ tribuere allot (cf. tribute). So attribute vb. 
xvi. f. the pp. stem, attribution xv. - (O)F. - L. 
attributive xvn. - F. 

attrition (theol.) imperfect contrition xrv; rub¬ 
bing away xv. - late L. attritio, -on-, f. attrit-, 
pp. stem of atterere, f. at- + terere rub; see trite, 

-mem. 
aubergine xvm. - F. - Cat. alberginia - Arab. 
al-badinjan, i.e. al-*, Pers. bddingan. 

auburn (orig.) yellowish-white, (now) golden- 
brown. xv. - OF. alborne, auborne medL 
alburnus, f. L. albus white, 

auction sb. xvi. - L. audio, -on-, f. aud-, pp. 
stem of augere increase (cf. augment); see -tion. 

Hence auction vb. xix. auctioneer xvm; see 
EER. 

audacious xvi. f. L. auddx, audac-, f. audere 
dare; see -ious. So audacity xv. f. medL. 
auddcitds; see -mr. 

audible xvi. - late L. audibilis, f. audire hear; 
see -ible. So audience xrv. - (O)F. audit sb. 
xv. - L. audltus hearing, f. audit-, pp. stem of 
audire. Hence audit vb xv. audition xvi. - L. 
auditor xrv. - AN. auditour, (O)F. auditeur - 
L. auditor, -or-, auditorium xvm, earlier audi¬ 
tory xiv. - L. 

auger carpenter’s bonng-tool. OE. nafogar, f. 
nafu nave' -tgdr borer, etc. (cf. gore*); corr. to 
OS, nabuger, ON. nafarr. Forms showing loss 
of initial n (cf. adder) occur xv. 

aught (arch.) anything. OE. awiht, auht, dht, 
corr. to OS. eowiht, OHG. eo-, iewiht, WGmc. 
comp, of ay and wight. Cf. naught. 

augment sb. xv. - (O)F. augment or late L. 
augmentum, f. augere increase; see -ment. So 

augme nt vb. xrv. - (O)F. augmenter or late 
L. augmentare. augmentation xiv. aug¬ 
mentative xvi. 

augur Roman religious official with duty of 
foretelling future events, xrv. - L., f. base of au¬ 
gere (see prec.). Hence augur vb. xvi (Sc ), after 
L. augurari. So augury xrv - OF. augurie or L. 
augurium; see -y4. 

august of stately dignity, xvii. - (O)F. auguste 
or L. augustus, f. base of augere (see aug¬ 

ment). 

August eighth month of the year. OE. - L. 
Augustus (see prec.); so named after the first 
Roman emperor, Augustus Caesar. 

auk xvn. - ON. dlka. 
aunt xm. - AN. aunte, OF. ante (mod. tante) 
L. amita. Hence auntie, -y xvm; see -y*. 

aura subtle emanation, xvm. - L. - Gr. aura. 
breath, breeze. 

aural xix. f. L. auris ear' + -al'. 

aureate golden (lit. and fig.), xv. - late L. au- 
redtus, f. aureus, f. aurum gold; see -ate*. 

aureola, -ole saint’s crown of glory xm; halo 
xvm. - (O)F. aureole or L. aureola, sb. use (sc. 
corona crown) of adj. aureolus golden, f. aurum 
gold. 

auricle cavity of the heart xv; external ear, 
lobe-shaped process xvn. - L. auricula, dim. of 
auris ear. So auricular xv (see -ar). 

aurochs extinct wild ox xvm; European bison 
xix. - G., early var. of auerochs (OHG. urohso, f. 
ur - OE. ur, of unkn. orig. + ohso ox), 

aurora dawn xrv; luminous atmospheric 
phenomenon near the poles, ‘northern lights’ 
xvm; also aurora borealis (see boreal), so 
named by Pierre Gassendi in 1621. - L. aurora 
(see east). 

auscultation listening (spec med.) xvn. - L. 
auscultdtio, -on-, f. auscultare listen to; see 
-ATION. 

auspice usu. pi. divination by birds xvi; pro¬ 
pitious token, favourable influence xvn. - F. 
auspice or L. auspicium, f. avis bird + *spek- look 
(cf. spy). Hence auspicious xvn. 

austere xrv. - (O)F. austere - L. austerus - Gr. 
austeros harsh, severe. So austerity xrv. 

autarchy absolute sovereignty, xvn. - Gr. aut- 
arkhid, f. autarkhos, f. autos auto- + drkhein 
rule; see -y*. 

autarky self-sufficiency, xvn - Gr. autarkeia, 
f. autarkes, f. autos auto- + arkein suffice; see 
-Y*. 

authentic tauthoritative xrv; entitled to ac¬ 
ceptance or belief as being reliable; actual, not 
imaginary xv; genuine, not counterfeit 
xvm. ME. au(c)tentik - OF. autentique - late L. 
authenticus - Gr. authentikos\ see -ic. 

author originator, inventor; composer of a 
book, etc. xrv. ME. au(c)tour - AN. au(c)tour, 
OF. autor (mod. auteur) - L. auctor, -or-, f. aud-, 
augere increase (cf. augment). Hence author¬ 

ess xv. So authority xm. ME. autorite (hence 
authoritative xvn). authorize xrv. 

auto- repr. comb, form of Gr. autos self, 
autobiography xix. f. prec. + biography. 

autochthon one sprung from the soil xvn; (pi.) 
original inhabitants xvm. - Gr. autokhthdn, f. 
auto- + khthdn earth. Hence autochthonous 

xix. 
autocrat xix. - F. autocrate (a word of the 
French Revolution) - Gr. autokrath, f. autos 
auto- + krdtos power. So autocracy xvn. - Gr. 
autokrateia. autocratic xix. 

auto-da-fe sentence of the Inquisition, and 
(esp.) its execution, xvm. - Pg., ‘act (i.e. judicial 
sentence) of the faith’. 

autograph author’s own manuscript xvn; sig¬ 
nature xvm. - F. autographe or L. auto¬ 
graph um - Gr. autographon, see auto-, -graph. 

Hence vb. xix. 
automaton xvn. - L. automaton, -um - Gr. 
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automaton, f. autos auto- -*men- (see mind). So 

automatic xvm, automation xx. 
automobile adj.; self-propelling; sb. (chiefly 
U.S.) motor-car. xrx. - F.; see auto-, mobile. 

autonomy xvn. - Gr. autonomid, f. autos 
auto- + nomos (see -nomy). Hence autonomous 

XIX. 

autopsy xvn. - F autopsie or modL. autopsia - 
Gr. autopsia seeing with one’s own eyes; see 
auto-, optic, -y*. 

autumn xrv (rare before rvi). - OF. autompne 
(mod. automne), later directly - L. autumnus. So 
autumnal xvi. - L. autumndlis. 

auxiliary xvn. - L. auxilidrius, f. auxilium 
help; see - ary. 

avail be of use or advantage, xin. Native 
formation on tvail vb. (of equal date). - OF 
valoir L. valere be strong or worth; prob. 
after pairs like amount, mount. So avail sb. 
xv; cf. AN. avail Hence available xv. 

avalanche xvm. - F., alt., by blending with 
avaler descend, of Alpine F dial, lavanche, of 
unkn orig. 

avarice xm. - (O)F. - L. avdritia, f. avdrus 
greedy. So avaricious xrv. - (O)F avaricieux 

avast (naut.) stop! xvii. - Du hou' vast, houd 
vast hold fast; first syll. assim. to a-’ 

avenge xrv. f. a ' + OF. vengier L vindicdre 
vindicate. 

avenue xvn. - F avenue, sb. use of fern. pp. 
of avenir L. advenlre approach, f. ad- + venire 
come. 

aver tassert the truth of xiv; state positively 
xvi. - (O)F. averer - medL. adverdre, f. L ad- 

+ virus true (cf. very). So averment xv. 
average tcharge over and above the ship¬ 
ment freight xv; loss arising from damage at 
sea, equitable distribution of such loss xvi; 
arithmetical mean xvm. Earlier forms aver ays, 
averi(d)ge - F. avarie (pi. -ies) damage to ship 
or cargo - It. avaria - Arab, 'awariya damaged 
goods. 

averse opposed, disinclined, xvi. - L aversus, 
pp. of avertere, f. a- ab- + vertere turn. So aver¬ 

sion xvi. - F. or L. avert turn away xv. (Partly 
through F.) - L. avertere. 

aviary xvi. - L. aviarium, f. avis bird; see -ary. 

aviation xix. - F., irreg. f. L. avis bird + -ation. 

So aviator xix. - F. aviateur 
avid xvm - F. avide or L. avidus, f. avere long 
for; see -id1 So avidity xv. - F. or L. 

avocado xvn (avogato). - Sp. avocado advocate 
substituted for Aztec ahuacatl, more closely 
repr. by Sp aguacate\ further corrupted, 
through avigato, to alligator {pear) xvm. 

avocation tdistraction from an occupation; 
task to which one is called away, minor occu¬ 
pation xvn; transf. to ordinary occupation 
xvm. - L. avocdtid, on-, f. avocdre, f. a ab 

+ vocare call. 
avocet xvm. - F. avocette - It. avosetta, of unkn. 
orig. 

avoid tempty; -{-withdraw, retire; make void; 
leave alone, evade xiv. - AN. avoider = (with 
prefix-substitution) OF. esvuidier (mod. evider 
hollow out, cut away), f. es- (:- ex ') + vuide 
empty, void. Hence avoidance xiv. 

avoirdupois tmerchandise sold by weight xrv; 

system of weights based on the 16 oz. pound xv. 
ME. aver-, avoirdepeis - OF. avetr de peis ‘goods 
of weight’, i.e. aveir, avoir (whence ME aver) 
possession (:- L. habere have), de of, peis weight 
(see poise), du for de xvn. 

avow xm. - (O)F. avouer acknowledge as one’s 
own - L. advocdre (see advocate). Hence 
avowal xvm; see -al3. 

avulsion forcible separation or removal, xvn. - 
L. avulsio, on-, f. avuls- pp. stem of avellere, f. d- 
ab- + vellere pluck; see -sion. 

avuncular xix. f. L. avunculus uncle; see -ar. 

await fwatch for xm; wait for xiv. - AN. 
awaitier (= OF. ag(u)aitier), f. a- ad- + waitier 
WAIT. 

awake be roused from sleep OE.; rouse from 
sleep xm. OE. str. pt. onwoc, awoc; wk. pt awa- 
code\ see a-\ wake* Hence awake adj. xm; clip 
ped form of str. pp. awaken. So awaken 
cease to sleep OE.; rouse from sleep xvi. OE. 
onwaecnan, awsecnan, awsecnian\ see waken. 

award fdecide. determine xrv; determine upon, 
assign judicially xvi. - AN. awarder, var. of 
ONF eswarder, OF. esg{u)arder consider, or¬ 
dain Rom. *exwardare, f. ex' +* war dare 
guard. So award sb. xrv. - AN award, f. the 
verb. 

aware ton one’s guard; cognizant of xiv. ME. 
awar, for earlier iwar, OE. gewser = OS., OHG. 
giwar (G. gewahr); WGmc. formation f. *30- y 
+ *war- ware3. 

awash xix. f. a 1 + wash. 

away Late OE. aweg, for earlier onweg, i.e. on, 

A-1 + WAY. 

awe xm. ME. 03c - ON. agi*azan-, f. Gmc. *03-, 
repr. by Goth, agis fear. The Scand word dis¬ 
placed the nativeeie, e$e, OE. ege{:-*a3iz). Hence 
awe vb. xiv. awestruck xvn. awful xm, aw¬ 
fully xrv. 

awhile OE. dne hwile, ME. one hwile, acc. of one 

and while, reduced to a while and written as 
one word xiv. 

awkward fadv. in the wrong direction xiv; adj. 
tperverse, untoward xvi; clumsy or ungainly 
xvi; embarrassing, difficult xvm. orig north, 
and Sc.; f. tawk backhanded, perverse (- ON. 
qfugr turned the wrong way) + -ward. 

awl OE. a?/ = OHG ala (G. ahle), ON air, of 
unkn. orig. 

awning xvn (prop. naut ). of unkn. orig. 
awry xiv. ME. on wry, awri(e), i.e. on, a-1 + wry. 

axe, U.S. ax, OE. sex (eax), seces - OS akus (Du. 
aaks), OHG. ackus (G axt), ON ex (obi ex ), 

Goth, aqiziGmc. *akwisjo, *akusjo. 
axiom xv - F. axiome or L axidma - Gr. axio- 
ma self-evident principle, f. axioun hold worthy, 
f. axios worthy. Hence axiomatic xvm. 

axis xiv. - L. axis axle, etc., rel. to Skr aksa-, 
Gr. axon, and OE eax, sex, OHG. ahsa (G. 
achse)Gmc. *axso, cf next, 

axle xvn. Earlier in axletree (xm) - ON px- 
ultre, f. qxuII *aysulaz, f. *ays6, ult repl. the 
native ax tree, see prec 

ay ever xn. ME. ai, ei - ON. ei, ey = OE. a (ME 
a, 6), OS. eo, OHG eo, io (G je), Goth, aiws age 
Gmc *aiwaz, rel. to L. sevum age, Gr. aei ever 
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aye yes. xvi. In earliest use spelt I (xvi-xvm), 
later ai, ay, and ey; aye not common before 
xix; of uncert. orig. Cf. OFris. ay. 

azalea xvm. - modL. - Gr azalea, sb. use of fern, 
of azaleos dry, so called because it flourishes in 
dry soil. 

azimuth arc extending from zenith to horizon. 

xiv. - medL. - Arab, as-sumut, i.e. al-*, sumut, 
pi. of samt point of the compass (see zenith). 

azure tlapis lazuli; bright or clear blue (colour), 
xrv. ME. asurie) - OF. asur, (also mod.) azur - 
medL. azur(i)um - Arab, al-l&zaward, i.e. al-*, 

Pers. lazhward, Id)ward lapis lazuli, blue. 



B 
baa bleat, xvi. irnit. Cf. G. bah, L. be, Gr. be 
baba rich cake soaked in rum syrup, xix. - F. 
babble ira. prob. - MLG. (Du.) babbelen, if not 
a native imit. formation; cf. (O)F. babiller, see 
-U5*. 

babe see baby. 

babel xrv (see Gen. 11:9). - Heb. bdbhelBabylon, 
baboon fgrotesque figure xiv; one of a sub 
division of monkeys xv. ME. baboyne, ba- 
bewyn(e) - OF. baboin (mod. babouin) or medL. 
babewynus. Ult. orig. uncert. 

ba bone he oriental slipper, xvn. - Ft - Arab. 
bdbuj - Pers. pcipus, f. pa foot+pus covering, 

baby, babe xrv. prob. f. redupl. form *baba (cf. 
ME. baban) similar to mama, papa. 

baccalaureate bachelor’s degree in a uni¬ 
versity. xvn. - F. baccalaureat or modL. bac- 
calaureatus, f. medL. baccalarius bachelor; see 
-ATE1. 

baccara(t) gambling card game. xix. - F., of 
unkn. orig. 

bacchanal pert, to Bacchus xvi; riotously 
drunken xvni. - late L. bacchandlis, f. Bacchus - 

Gr. Bdkkhos god of wine. 
bachelor young man, aspirant to knighthood 
xm; knight, university graduate xiv. ME. 
bacheler - OF. bacheler, of uncert. orig. For 
the sp., see -or’. 

bacillus xix. mod. use of late L. dim. of baculum 
rod, stick. Cf. bacterium. 

back' hinder surface. OE. baec, OS., ON. bak 
Gmc. *bakam. Hence back vb. xiv, adj. xvi, with 
superl. backmost xvm. So backside xv (prob 
Scand., cf. Norw. bakside). 

back2 adv. to the back xiv. Aphetic of aback. 

back-bite detract from the character of. xm. - 
MSw. bakbita, f. bak back' + blta bite vb. 

back-formation formation of a word from a 
longer word which has the appearance of 
being derived from it, e g. edit from editor, xix 
(J. A H. Murray). Hence G. ruckbildung. 

backgammon xvii. f. back2ran earlier form 
of game'. 

backward towards the back or rear. xiv. 
Aphetic of tabackward, f. aback + -ward. 

bacon xiv. - OF bacon, AN. -un - Frankish 
*bako ham, flitch, f. Gmc. *bakam back’. 

bacterium xix. - modL. - Gr. bakttrion, dim 
of bakteria staff, cane. Cf. bacillus. 

bad xm (first applied to worthless or con¬ 
temptible persons). ME badde, perh. repr. OE. 
bdeddel hermaphrodite (cf. baedling sodomite) 
with loss of l as in much, wench. 

badge xiv. ME bage, of unkn. orig. 
badger xvi (also fbageard xvi, \badgerd xvi- 
xvii). perh. f. prec.r -ARD, with allusion to the 
white mark on the animal's forehead (but badge 
is not recorded in this sense), 

badinage banter, xvn. - F., f. badin joker, 
buffoon 

badminton xix. Name of the Duke of Beau¬ 
fort’s country seat (Avon), 

baffle A. tdisgrace xvi; B. fhoodwink xvi; foil 
the plans of xvn. A. perh. f. Sc. bauchle (xv) 
disgrace, of unkn. orig In B we have perh. a 
word of different orig. rel. to F. bafouer ridicule 
(xvi). 

baffy kind of golf-club. xix. f. Sc. baff sb. stroke 
or vb. strike (of imit. orig.; cf. G. baff, Du. baffen) 
+ -Y1. 

bag xm. poss. Scand., cf. ON. baggi\ but similar 
forms are found in Rom., cf. OF. bague, Pr. baga 
baggage. Hence bagpipe xiv, prob. tr. MLG. 
sackpipe, Du. tzakpijp. 

bagatelle A. trifle xvn; B. table ball-game xix. - 
Fr. - It. bagatella, of uncert. orig. Sense B is 
purely Eng. 

baggage portable property xv; worthless per¬ 
son xvi; young woman xvn. - OF. bagage, f. ba¬ 
gue r tie up, or f. bagues (pi.) bundles; see bag 

and -age. 

bagnio oriental prison; Turkish bath, brothel, 
xvi. - It. bagno L. balneum bath, 

bah int. xix After F. bah. 
bail1 fcharge, custody xiv; -((security for) tem¬ 
porary release from custody; person(s) pro¬ 
viding such security xvi. - OF. bail control, etc., 
f. baillier bear, rule, give :- L. bajularc bear a 
burden, (later) care for, support, f. bdjulus car¬ 
rier. Hence bail vb. release on bail, be bail for. 
xvi. 

bail2 (cricket, orig. single) xvm. perh. - F dial. 

bail cross-bar, prob. rel. to OF bail(l)e bailey. 

bail3 see bale3. 

bailey (court within) wall surrounding castle 
xm. ME bail(l)y, var. baile, prob. - OF. bail(l)e 
enclosed court. The Old Bailey in London stood 
in the ancient ‘bailey’ of the city wall between 
Ludgate and Newgate. 

Bailey bridge 1944. f. name of the designer, 
D. C. Bailey (1901- ). 

bailie (now only) municipal magistrate in Scot¬ 
land. xiv. ME. bail(l)i - OF. bailli, later form 
of baillif (see next). Hence bailiwick xv, with 
suffix -wick OE. wice office, duty (see week). 

bailiff sheriffs officer, landholder’s steward, 
xiv. ME. baillif - OF. baillif. prob. f. bail bail’. 

bain-marie xix. - F. (chem.) waterbath etc., tr. 
medL. balneum Marise bath of Maria (alleged 
Jewish alchemist). 

bairn child, xvi. Sc. form of ME. barn (as airrn 
of arm), OE. bearn = OS., OHG., ON , Goth. 
barn Gmc. *barnam, f. *bar-, var. of *ber-, see 
bear2. In ME reinforced by ON barn 

bait A set dogs on xn;B provide provender for 
xiv; C. furnish with bait xiv. A and B - ON. 
beita pasture, hunt or chase with dogs or hawks, 
causal of bita bite Sense C prob. f. bait, sb. food 
(partly - ON. beit and partly f. the vb. (B)). 

baize xvi (baies). - F baies, fern. pi. sb use of 
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bai reddish-brown, bay*. The pi. form was early 
taken as a sg.; the sp. with z was not established 
before xix. 

bake OE. bacan str. vb., f. Gmc. *bak-. Weak 
inflexions (baked) began to appear before 1400, 
and were established by xvi. 

Bakelite P. name of synthetic resin used as 
plastic, xx. f. name of L. H. Baekeland, Belgian- 
Amer. inventor (1863-1944); see -ite. 

baksheesh gratuity, xvn. ult. - Pers. baksis, f. 
baksldan give, chiefly through Arab., Turk., or 
Hind. Cf. buckshee. 

balalaika guitar-like instrument, xvui. - Russ, 
balance weighing-scales, uncertainty xm; ad¬ 
justment of accounts xvi; sum remaining over 
xvm. - (O)F.Rom. *bilancia, f. late L. bilanx, 
bilanc-, f. bi + lanx scale. So balance vb. xvi. - 
(O)F. balancer. 

balas variety of spinel ruby. xv. - (O)F. - Arab. 
balaks, alt. of badaks, f. Badaksan province 
where balas is found 

balcony balustraded platform on the outside of 
a house, xvii. - It. baleone, prob. f. Gmc. *balkan- 
beam, balk. Regularly str. balco ny till early 
xix. 

bald xiv ME. balled(e), MSc bellit hairless, 
having a white blaze, prob. an OE. formation 
(*baellede, *beallede) with suffix -ede on a base 
*ball- meaning orig. white patch’. Cf. piebald, 
skewbald, and Ballard (xrv) bald-headed 
person, which survives as a surname, 

baldachin, baldac(c)hino (hist.) rich em¬ 
broidered stuff xvi; canopy xvn. - It. bal- 
dacchino rich stuff, f. (with suffix -ino -ine') 
Baldacco, It. form of Baghdad, where stuff was 
orig. made. 

balderdash tfroth xvi; (-mixture of drinks xvn; 
nonsense xvn. of unkn. orig. 

baldric belt worn pendent from one shoulder 
under the opposite arm xiv (baudry, bauderyk; 
forms with l from xvi). The earliest ex. is - OF. 
baldrei\ later forms corr. to early MHG. bal 
derich, of unkn orig. 

bale1 evil, harm. OE. balu (bea/u) = OHG. balo, 
ON. bQl Gmc. * bal warn, n. of adj *balwaz. 
Cf. Goth, balwawesei wickedness. The OE. word 
was reinforced in ME. by ON. bQl, bal-. 

bale* bundle, package, xrv. prob. - MDu. bale 
(Du. boat) - OF. bale (mod. bailey, ult. identical 
with ball'. 

bale* lade out. xvn. Later sp. of bail (xvn), f. 
tbail sb. vessel for lading water (xv) - OF. bailie 
bucket, prob.Rom. *bajula, fern, of L. bajulus 
carrier. 

baleen whalebone, xrv. - OF. baleine whale 
L. balaena. 

balk A. ridge, esp. between furrows OE.; hin¬ 
drance xv; B. (-wooden fetter OE., beam of tim¬ 
ber xiv A. Late OE. bale - ON. balkr partition 
(see bulkhead) Gmc. *balkuz, rel. to *balkan- 
beam; cf. balcony B. OE. balca WGmc. 
*balkan-. 

ball' globular body. xm. perh. - ON. bQllr, ball 
Gmc. *balluz 

ball* assembly for dancing, xvn. - (O)F. bal 
dance, f. tbaler to dance - late L. ballare - Gr. 
ballizein. 

ballad xv. - (O)F. ballade - Pr. balada dancing- 
song; see ball*, -ade. 

ballade specific verse-form. xrv. Early (and 
modF.) form of ballad differentiated in 
application. 

ballast xvi. prob. f. LG., of uncert. orig. (perh. 
f. (i) bar bare, mere or (ii) barm bosom, hull (of 
a ship) + last burden). 

ballet xvn. - F. ballet - It. balletto, dim. of ballo 
BALL*. 

ballista ancient missile engine xvi (earlier bal 
ist xrv). - L., f. (ult.) Gr. bdllein throw. Hence 
ballistic pert, to projectiles xvm (sb. -ics xix). 

ballock (vulgar) testicle. OE. *balluc (bealluc), 
dim. of Gmc. *ball- ball1; see -ock. 

balloon xvi. - Fr. ballon or It. ballone, augm. 
of bal la ball (of Gmc orig.); see -oon. 

ballot (hist.) ball, ticket, etc. used in secret 
voting; method of such voting, orig. by dropping 
a ball into a box. xvi (the earliest exx. refer 
to Venice). - it. ballotta, dim. of balla ball (see 
prec.). So vb. xvi (cf. It. ballottare). 

bally (si.) xix. euphem. alt. of bloody. 
ballyhoo showman’s touting speech, noisy 
publicity, bombastic nonsense xx. of unkn. 
orig. 

ballyrag see bullyrag. 
balm aromatic resin; aromatic oil or ointment 
xm. ME. ba(s)me, baume - OF. basme, bau(s)me 

L. balsamum balsam. Hence balmy xv (see 
-y'); also in fig. sense, var. of barmy. 

baloney, boloney (orig. U S.) humbug, non¬ 
sense. xx. Commonly regarded as from Bologna 
(sausage), but the connection remains 
conjectural. 

balsam xv. - L. balsamum - Gr. bdlsamon, 
perh. of Sem. orig. Cf. balm 

baluster one of a series of short moulded shafts 
supporting a coping or rail. xvn. - F. balustre - 
It. balaustro, ult. f. L. balaustrum blossom of 
the wild pomegranate (which the moulded pillar 
resembled) - Gr. balaustion. See banister. So 
balustrade xvn. - F. - It. balaustrata. 

bambino image of the Infant Jesus, xvm. - It., 
dim. of tbambo silly. 

bamboo xvi (bambus, -os). - Du. bamboes - 
(with unexpl. -s) Pg. bambu, of Dravidian orig. 
Bamboo was deduced from bambus, etc., taken 
as pi. 

bamboozle trick, cheat, mystify, xvm. prob. of 
cant orig.; cf. Sc. bumbaze, bom- (xvn). 

ban' in earliest use ‘proclamation, summons to 
arms’ (xm); partly aphetic of ME. iban, OE. 
gebann, partly - OF. ban - Gmc. *bannan ban*. 
The later senses ‘curse’ (xv), ‘prohibition’ (xvn) 
are prob. partly a separate word, f. ban*. Cf. 
banns. 

ban* (-proclaim, summon OE.; tcurse xn; pro¬ 
hibit xix. OE. bannan (str vb.) = OHG. ban- 
nan Gmc. *bannan. Weak inflexions from 
xm. 

banal (hist.) obligatory for all the tenants of a 
feudal jurisdiction xvm; commonplace xix. - 
(O)F. banal, f. ban ban'; see -al1. 

banana xvi. - Pg. - a lang. of W. Africa (Gui¬ 
nea). 

band1 that which binds, xn. - ON. band^ OHG. 
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bant (G., Du. band) Gmc. *bandam, f. base 
*band- of *bindan, bind; superseded OE. bend 
bend* in the sense ‘fetter’ and repl. mainly 
by bond1 in the fig. sense ‘restraint, binding 
agreement’. Now assoc with band* 

band* strip, stripe, xv. - (O)F. bande, earlier 
bende (cf. bend'), - Gmc. *bindon (OHG. binda), 
f. *bindan bind. 

band* company xv; body of musicians xvn. - 
(O)F bande, prob. of Gmc. orig. The var. bende 
(- OF. bende) was in regular use from late xv to 
early xvu. Hence band vb. xvi; cf. disband. 

bandage xvi. - F. bandage, f. bande band*; see 
-AGE. 

bandanna coloured handkerchief with spots 
left white or yellow. xvm prob. through Pg. 
bandana from Hind. (cf. bandhnu, mode of 
dyeing). 

bandeau head- or hair-band. xvm. - F., dim. of 
bande band*. 

banderol(e) narrow flag, streamer, xvi. - F. 
banderole - It. banderuola, dim. of bandiera 
BANNER. 

bandit xvi. Earliest forms bandetto, bandito', 
bandit from xvii. ult. - It. bandito, sb. use of pp. 
of band ire proclaim, proscribe, 

bandoleer, -ier xvi. - F. bandouliere. 
bandy1 throw, toss; exchange (blows, etc.), xvi. 
perh. - F. bander ‘to bandie at Tennis’ (Cotgr.). 

bandy* (of legs) curved inwards, xvu. of uncert 
orig. 

bane fmurderer OE.; fdeath, destruction xin; 
poison xiv; cause of ruin or trouble xvi. OE. 
bana = ON. bani, OHG. bano Gmc. *banan-. 

bang sb., vb., int. xiv. imit.; perh. immed. - 
Scand. (cf. ON. bang hammering, banga to ham¬ 
mer, knock). 

bangle xvm. - Hind, bangri, (dial.) bangli, orig. 
coloured glass bracelet. 

banian, banyan Indian fig-tree, xvu. An Eng., 
not native name for the tree; so called because 
used as a market-place for merchants or ‘ban¬ 
yans’, ~ Pg. banian or Arab, banyan, ult. Skr. 
vanija- merchant. 

banish xiv. - OF. baniss-, lengthened stem (see 
-ish*) of banir (mod. -nn) - Gmc. *bannjan, f. 
*bann- ban1. 

ban(n)ister xvu. alt. of baluster; var. ^bar¬ 
rister in xvn by assoc, with bar1. 

banjo xvm (tbanjer, f-jore). of uncert. orig.; 
perh. Negro slave pronunc. banjo', banjore of 
bandore lute-like instrument. 

bank1 raised ridge xii; bordering slope xrv. - 
ON. *banki (Olcel. bakki)Gmc. *baijkan-, rel. 
to BENCH. 

bank* fbench xm; tier of oars xvu; row of keys 
etc. xix. - (O)F. banc bench, f. Gmc. *barjk- (see 
BENCH). 

bank* fmoney-changer’s table xv; establish 
ment for the custody of money xvii. - F. banque 
or its source It. banco - Gmc. *barjk- (see prec.). 
So banker fmoney-changer, usurer xvi; pro¬ 
prietor of a bank xvu. - F. banquier (see -er*). 

bankrupt xvi (banka rota, banqueroute). The 
orig. sense ‘bankruptcy’ is found esp. in phr. 
tmake bankeroute^F. faire banqueroute - It. 
banco rotta, f. banco bank*, rotta broken, 

insolvent. The forms in Eng. were infl. by F. 
banqueroute, and by L. ruptus broken, in 
medL. ruined or insolvent man. Hence as vb. 
xvi. bankruptcy (cy) xvi. 

banner xm. - AN. banere, OF. baniere (mod 
banniere), prob. f. ban ban'. 

bannock flat round loaf. OE. bannuc (once); xv 
in north. Eng., xvi in Sc.; perh. orig - OBrit. 
word repr. by Bret, bannac'h drop, bit. 

banns proclamation of marriage, xiv. pi of 
ban', after medL. pi. banna. 

banquet xv. - (O)F. banquet, dim. of banc 
bench (bank*), corr. to It. banchetto, dim. of 
banco; the orig. application seems to have been 
to a slight meal taken on the domestic bench, 

banshee female spirit whose wail portends 
death, xvm. - Ir. bean sidhe, OIr. ben side, i.e. 
ben woman, sid fairy hill. I 

bantam small variety of domestic fowl. xvm. 
app. f. name of westernmost district of Java 
(Javanese Banten); the fowl is not native there, 

banter ridicule good-humouredly; also sb. xvii. 
of unkn. orig. 

banyan see banian. 
baptize, -ise xm. - OF. baptisier (mod. bapti- 
ser) - ecclL. baptizare - Gr. baptizein, f bdptem 
dip; see -ize. So baptism xiv. ME. bapte{s)m(e) - 

OF. ba(p)tesme (mod. bapteme) - ecclL. baptis 
mus - ecclGr. baptismos Baptist name of 
John, forerunner of Jesus Christ, xii. - (O)F. 
baptiste - ecclL. baptista - ecclGr baptisth. 
baptistery xiv. - OF. baptister(i)e - ecclL 
baptisterium - ecclGr. baptistirion. 

bar1 barrier xm; rod xiv. - (O)F. barre Rom. 
*barra. of unkn. orig. So bar vb. xm. 

bar* unit of barometric pressure, xx’. - Gr. bdros 
weight. So millibar a thousandth of a bar. 

barb recurved process (of arrow), xrv - (O)F 
bar be L. barba beard. 

barbaresque pert, to Barbary; barbarous, 
xix. - F. - It. barbaresco f. Barberia (ult. f Arab 
bar bar Berber), which was identified with L. 
barbaria, -ies land of barbarians, medGr. her¬ 
baria (cf. next); see -esque. 

barbaric uncivilized xv; not Greek or Roman, 
foreign xix. - F. barbarique cr L. barbaricus - 
Gr. barbarikos, f. bdrbaros foreign, rude. So 
barbarian adj and sb. xv; see ian barbarism 
xv; see -ism. barbarous xv; f. L. bar bar us (see 
-ous). 

barbecue xvu (earliest sense t‘wooden frame 
work on which to sleep or to smoke a carcass’). 
- Sp. barbacoa - an indigenous word of the 
Caribbean area. 

barbel freshwater fish with fleshy filaments 
hanging from mouth xv; such a filament in any 
fish xvii. - OF. barbel (mod. barbeau) late L 
barbellus, dim. of bar bus barbel, f. barba beard. 

barber xiv. - AN. barber, harbour, (OF 
barbier, barbeor), f. barbe (:- L. barba) beard; 
see -er*, -or1. 

barbette platform or mound for guns within 
a fortification xvm. - F., dim. of barbe (:- L. 
barba) beard; see -ette 

barbican outer fortification, xm. - (O)F. bar 
bacane, medL. barbacana, of unkn. orig. 

barbituric xix. - F. barbiturique, f. G. 
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barbiturisaure), f. Barbara, a woman’s name. 
So barbitone (-one) xx, barbiturate (ate2) xx. 

barcarol(l)e Venetian boat-song. xvm. - F. 
barcarolle - It. barcarola, f. barcarolo (Venetian 
dial.) gondolier, f. barca barque. 

bard Celtic minstrel-poet, etc. xiv. - Gael., Ir. 
bard, W. bardd OCelt. *bardos. 

bare OE. baer (G. bar, Du. boar)Gmc. *bazaz. 
bargain xiv. - OF. bargaignier trade, dispute - 
Gmc. *bor3anjan, f. *bor3- borrow. So bargain 
sb. xiv. - OF. bargaine. 

barge long heavy boat xii. - (O)F barge, poss. 
medL. *barica, f. Gr. baris Egyptian boat. Cf. 
BARQUE. 

baritone xvn. - It. baritono - Gr. barutonos, f. 
bar us heavy. 

barium (chem.) metallic element. 1808 (H. 
Davy), f. barytes native sulphate of barium; 
see -ium. 

bark' yelp as a dog. OE. beorcan *berkan, 
perh. var. of Gmc. *brekan break1. Hence bark 
sb. xvi. 

bark2 outer rind of tree. xm. - ON. bark-, obi. 
stem of bqrkr (Sw., Da. bark). 

bark’ see barque. 
barley OE. baerlic adj.; as sb. xii; app. f. OE. 
baere, here barley + -lic -ly1. Cf. ON. barr, Goth. 
barizeins 

barm yeast. OE. beorma (prob. a Common LG. 
word; cf. Fris. berme, barm, LG. barm(e)Y, rel. 
to L fervere boil. 

barmy frothy xvi; empty-headed, daft xvii. f. 
prec. + -Y1. In the fig. sense also balmy. 

barn OE. ber{e)n, earlier berern, f. here bar¬ 
ley + ern, aern (ON. rann, Goth, razn) house, 

barnacle wild goose Anas leucopsis xm; marine 
crustacean xvi. ME. bernak, -ek(ke), corr. to 
medL. bernaca, -eca, whence app F. barnache, 
barnacle (xv) corr. to F. barnacle, but may be 
of independent orig.; ult. source unkn. The two 
meanings depend on an early belief that the 
goose was generated from a shellfish, 

barometer xvii. f. Gr. baros weight + metron 
meter. Hence barometric xix, -ical xvii. So 
barograph xix. 

baron xii. - AN. barun, (O)F. baron medL. 
baro, baronem man, male, warrior, of Gmc. orig. 
For ‘baron of beef’ cf. sirloin. So baronage 
xm. ME. barnage - OF. barnage, medL. baro- 
nagium. baroness xv. - OF. baronesse (AL. 
-issa). baronet xrv (mod. title instituted 1611). 
- AL. baronettus. barony xiii. - OF. baronie 
(AL. -ia). 

baroque xix. - F., orig. of irregular pearl, - Pg. 
barroco, of unkn. orig. 

barque, bark boat xv; three-masted vessel 
xvii. - (O)F. barque, prob. - Pr. barca late L. 
barca, of which a var. *barica may be repr. by 
barge. Hence barquentine xvii, after brigan¬ 
tine. 

barrack1 (usu. in pi.) soldiers’ quarters, xvii. - 
F baraque - Sp. barraca soldiers’ tent, of unkn. 

orig. 

barrack2 shout or jeer at. xix. alt. of (Austral.) 
borak sb. banter (Aboriginal word), 

barrage bar in a watercourse xix; curtain of 
artillery fire xx. - F., f. barrer bar1 vb. 

barrel xrv. - (O)F. baril, of uncert. orig. 
barren incapable of offspring, xm (barain). - 
OF. (fern.) barai(g)ne (mod. brehaigne), of unkn. 
orig. 

barricade sb. xvii. Earlier barricado (xvi). - F. 
barricade, f. barrique cask. See -ade, -ado. 

Hence barricade vb. xvi, after F. barricader. 
barrier xiv (bar(r)ere). - AN. barrere, (O)F. bar- 
riere, f. *barra bar1. 

barrister xvi (barrester). Obscurely f. bar1, 

perh. after Register lawyer, or minister. 
barrow1 fmountain; grave-mound. OE. beorg, 
OHG. (G., Du.) bergGmc. *ber3az. 

barrow2 ME. bar(e)we handbarrow xiv, wheel¬ 
barrow xv. - OE. bearwe *barwon, f. *bar-, 
*ber- bear2. 

barter xv. poss. f. OF. barater cheat, exchange; 
but connecting links are wanting, 

basalt xvii. - L. basaltes, var. of basanites - Gr. 
basanttes, f. bdsanos touchstone 

bascule apparatus on the lever principle, xvii. 

- F. bascule, earlier bacule see saw, f. stem of 
battre beat-t-cul posteriors. 

base1 bottom, foundation, xiv. - (O)F. base or 
L. basis. Hence basal, basic xix; cf. F. basal, 
basique. 

base2 of low quality or status, xrv. - (O)F. bos, 
fern, basse medL. bass us, bassa, found in 
classical times as a cognomen 

basement xvm. prob. - Du. +basement foun¬ 
dation, in WFlem. bazement, perh. - It. basa- 
mento base of a column, etc.; see -ment and cf. 
(O)F. soubassement. 

bash strike heavily, xvii. ult. imit., perh. a blend 

of bang and dash, smash, etc. 

bashful xvi. f. ibash aphetic of abash+ -ful'. 

Cf. mournful. 
basil aromatic plant, xv. - OF. basilic - medL. 
basilicum - Gr. basilikon, n. of adj. ‘royal’ (see 
next). 

basilica xvi. - L. - Gr. basilikt, sb. use of fern 
of basilikos royal, f. basileus king, 

basilisk fabulous reptile xiv; large cannon 
xvi. - L. basiliscus - Gr. basiliskos, dim. of ba¬ 
sileus king. 

basin xm. - OF. bacin (mod. bassin) medL. 
bacinus, perh. of Celt. orig. 

basis xiv. - L. - Gr. basis step, pedestal, rel. to 
COME. 

bask xrv. usu. referred to ON. badask, refl. of 
baba BATHE. Cf. BUSK1. 

basket xm. AL. baskettum (xm-xv), AN., OF. 
basket, of unkn. orig. 

bas-relief xvii. - It. basso rilievo (alt. after F. 
bas-relief). 

bass' fish of the perch family, xv (bace). alt of 
dial, barse, OE. baers, bears = MDu., MHG. bars 
(Du. baars, G. barsch), rel. to OE. byrst bristle. 

For the loss of r cf. dace. 

bass2 xvii. alt. of bast. 

bass3 deep-sounding; (mus.) of the lowest part, 
xv. orig. identical in form and still in pronunc. 
with base2; from xvi assim. in form to It. basso. 

basset short-legged hound, xvii. - F. basset, f. 
bas low; see -et. 

basset-horn tenor clarinet, xix. partial tr. of 
F. cor de bassette - It. corno di bassetto. 
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bassinet baby’s cradle with hood at one end. 

xrx. - F., dim. of bassin basin. 

basso (mus.) bass. xix. - It.; see base*. 

bassoon xvm. - F. basson, augm. f. bas bass*; 

see -oon. 

bast inner bark of the lime. OE. baest, corr. to 
(M)Du., (O)HG., ON. bast Gmc. *bastaz, -am. 
of unkn. orig. 

bastard XIII. - OF. bastard (mod. batard) 
medL. bas tardus, of uncert. orig. Hence bas¬ 

tardize xvi, bastardy xv (cf. AN. bastardie 
xiii); see -ize, -y*. 

baste1 sew loosely, xrv. - OF. bastir (mod. 

bdtir) - Gmc. *bastjan (cf. OHG. besten lace, 

sew), f. *bastaz bast. 

baste* pour fat over (roasting meat), xv. of 
unkn. orig. 

bastinado beating with a stick (esp. on the 
soles of the feet), xvi. - Sp. bastonada, f. boston 
baton; see -ado. 

bastion projecting part of a fortification, xvi. - 
F. bastion - It. bastione, ult. f. Gmc. *bastjan 
baste’. 

bat1 club, stout stick OE,; implement for strik¬ 
ing ball in games xvm. Late OE. batt ‘clava’; 
some uses poss. from (O)F. batte (f. battre beat). 
Hence, or directly - (O)F. battre, bat vb. xv; 
in the sense ‘wink (the eyelids)’ perh. a var. of 
bate 

bat* mouse-like winged quadruped, xvi. alt. of 
ME. bakke (till xvn in gen. use) - Scand. word 
repr. in OSw. aptan-, nattbacka evening or night 
bat. 

batch fprocess of baking; loaves produced at 
one baking xv; quantity or number coming at 
one time, set xvi. ME. bacic)he OE. *baecce, f. 
bacan bake. 

bate reduce, restrain, (now chiefly in with bated 
breath), xrv. Aphetic of abate. 

bath OE baed = OS. bad, (O)HG. bad, ON. bad 
Gmc. *bapam Hence bath vb. xv, a new for¬ 
mation distinct from bathe, now restricted 
to the sense ‘wash (another or oneself) in a 
bath’. 

bathe OE. badian = OHG. badon (G. baden), ON. 
baba Gmc. *bat>on, f. *babam bath. 

bathos xvm. - Gr. bathos depth, f. bathus deep 
Hence bathetic xix; after pathos, pathetic. 

batiste xvii (baptist cloth, tr. F. toile de 
Batiste). - F. batiste, of uncert. orig. 

batman army officer’s servant, xix. f. bat pack 
saddle (- OF. bat, mod bat) in bat horse, bat 
mule, etc. + man 

baton xvi. - F. baton Rom. *basto, on-, f. 
*bastare drive with a stick (cf. L burdubasta 
donkey-driver), f. late L. bastum stick 

battalion xvi. - F. bataillon - It. battaglione, 
augm rf battaglia battle. 

battels (pi.) college account at Oxford for board 
etc. xvm (from xvi in L. batilli etc.), of unkn. 
orig. So battel vb xvi. 

batten' strip of wood. xv. Earliest forms 
bata(u)nt, -ent. - OF. batant, sb. use of prp. of 
batre beat (see battery). 

batten* fimprove in condition xvr, grow fat, 
thrive (on) xvii. - ON. batna improve, f. Gmc. 
*bat-\ see better, -en*. 

batter1 beat with repeated blows, xiv. - AN. 
baterer, f. OF. batre (mod battre)L. battuere, 
later battere\ cf. bat1 and -er4. 

batter* paste used in cooking xv. prob. f. 
batter1, but cf. OF. bat(e)ure beating, 

battery beating (as in assault and battery); 

fbattering (as of fortifications by guns); unit of 
artillery xvi; combination of pieces of equip¬ 
ment etc. (first used with ref. to apparatus for 
discharge of electricity) xvm. - (O)F. batterie, f. 
batre batter1; see -ery. 

battle sb. xiii. ME. bataile - (O)F bataille ( = It. 
battaglia, etc.)Rom. * battalia, for late L. bat 
tualia (n. pi ), military or gladiatorial exercises, 
f. battuere beat. So battle vb. xiv. 

battledore wooden implement for washing, 
etc. xv; bat used with a shuttlecock xvi. perh. - 
Pr. batedor beater, f. batre beat, infl. by tbattle 
vb. (xvi), f. bat1 vb., but the history is obscure, 

battlement xiv. contemp. with tbattled - pp. 
of OF. batailler fortify with batailles fixed or 
movable turrets of defence. See -ment 

battleship xix. Short for line-of-battle ship 
(xvm) ship designed to fight in line of battle, 

batty (si.) crazy, xx. f. phr. ‘to have bats in the 
belfry’ to be crazy; see bat*, -y1 

bauble trinket; jester’s baton xiv; trifling mat 
ter xvi. ME. babel, babulle - OF. babel, baubel 
child’s toy, plaything, of unkn. orig. (cf. AL. 
baubellum xii-xih). 

bauxite xix. - Fr., f. Les Baux, near Arles, 
France; see -ite. 

bawbee (Sc ) halfpenny, xvi. Named after the 
laird of Sillebawiby. mint-master under James V. 

bawd pander, procuress xiv. The fuller form 
bawdstrot. Sc. bald(e)strod(xiv-xv) suggests ult. 
deriv. from OF. baudetrot, baudestroyt, app. f. 
baud lively, gay (- Gmc. *bald- bold) + the word 
repr. by AN. trote old woman. Hence bawdry 

xrv. bawdy xvi, sb. xvii; see -v1. 
bawl fbark; cry vociferously, xv. cf. medL. bau- 
lare bark; also Icel. baula (Sw. bola) low, as an 
ox. 

bay1 fberry xiv; bay tree, Laurus nobilis\ pi. 
leaves of this made into a garland xvi. - (O)F 
bate L. bdca berry. 

bay* indentation of the sea. xiv. - (O)F. baie, of 
uncert. orig. 

bay* opening between columns, etc xiv; recess 
xvi. - (O)F. baie, f. buyer, earlier baer, beer gape, 
stand open. So bay window xv. 

bay4 barking of dogs in company xiii; chiefly 
(now only) in phr. (keep etc.) at bay, (bring, etc.) 
to bay xiv. - OF. bai, or aphetic of ME. a bay - 

OF. abai (mod. aboi in phr. etre, mettre aux 
abois). See bay*. 

bay* reddish-brown, xiv. - (O)F. baiL. badius 
chestnut-coloured (of horses), 

bay* bark with a deep voice, xiv. Aphetic of 
tabaye - OF abaiier (mod. aboyer), f. imit. base 
*bai-\ infl. by bay4. 

bayonet tshort dagger xvii; stabbing blade for 
fixing to the muzzle of a musket or rifle xvm. - 
F. baionnette, said to be f. Bayonne, France, 
the orig. place of manufacture. The early vars. 
tbag(o)net (xvn-xvm) are not accounted for. 

bayou xvm. - Amer. F. - a Choctaw word. 
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bazaar oriental market-place xvi; fancy fair 
xrx. ult. - Pers. bazar market, which has passed 
directly or indirectly into many Eur. langs. 

be Forms: pres. ind. am; (arch, and dial.) art; 

is; pi. are, (arch, and dial.) be; past ind. was, pi. 
were; pres. subj. be, past subj. were; pp. been. 

The forms are derived from four bases as 
follows. 
A. IE. Vs-, * s-. 1st pers. sg. OE. (e)am, eom, corr. 

to ON. em, Goth, im, Gr. eimi, Skr. dsmi IE. 
Vsmi. 
3rd pers. sg. OE. is-OS., (O)HG., Goth, ist, ON. 

er, L. est, Gr. esti, Skr. dstiIE. *esti. 
pi. OE. sind(on) = OS. sind(an), OHG. sint (G. 

sind), Goth, sind, L. sunt, Gr. eisi, Skr. santi 
IE. *senti. 
pres. subj. OE. sie, pi. sien = OS., OHG. si, sin 

(G. sei, seien), L. siem, sim, Gr. eien, Skr. sydt 
IE. *s(i)j£m, *s(i)jenti. 

B. Gmc. *ar (:- *or ), of unkn. orig. 2nd pers. 
sg. OE. eart, pi. (e)aron. 

C. IE. *bheu-, *bhu-. 1st pers. sg. OE. beo(m) 
= OS. bmm, OHG. bim (G. bin), corr. to L./to I 
become, rel. to fui I was, Gr. phuein bring forth, 
cause to grow, Skr. bhavati becomes, is. The 
orig. meaning of this base is ‘grow’; the derived 
sense become’ led to its adoption as an element 
in the paradigm of the verb ‘be’, esp. for ex¬ 
pressing the future. 
D. IE. *wes-. inf. OE. wesan = OS., OHG. wesan, 

ON. vera, Goth, wisan, rel. to Skr. vasati dwells, 
remains. The orig. meaning is ‘dwell, remain’, 
and the use of this base is therefore appropriate 
to the imper. (OE. wes, pi. wesaO) and the past 
(OE. 1st and 3rd sg. waes, 2nd sg. waere, pi. 
waeron), in which latter alone it remains. 

be- pref. OE. be-, weak var. of by, varying in 
cognate comps, with bi-, e.g. began surround, 
begang and bigeng circuit; = OS. be-, bt, OHG. bt- 
(G. be-, bei ). The main uses are: A. with verbs, 
meaning (1) ‘around, on all sides’, ‘to and fro, in 
all ways’, as beset, besmear, bestrew (mod. Eng. 
are bedaub, besmirch), (2) ‘thoroughly, 
extremely’, as beseech (early ME.); (3) ‘off, away’, 
as behead, (4) 'about, over’ (lit. and fig ), as OE. 
begeotan sprinkle, bethink; B. with sbs. and adjs. 
‘so as to make what is expressed by them’, as 
becalm (xvi), befoul (xiv); C. with sbs. ‘surround 
or envelop with’, ‘affect with’, as befog (xvn), 
benight (xvi); D. with ppl. adjs., often combining 
uses A (2) and C, as bedabbled, bemused (both 
mod. Eng.). 

beach (dial.) shingle, pebbles of the seashore; 
seashore, xvi. Early forms also bache, baich(e). 
The first sense remained in the local usage of 
Sussex and Kent, it is difficult to determine the 
date of the emergence of the present sense, perh. 
identical with OE. bsece, bece (beck1). 

beacon fsign, standard OE.; signal-fire, light¬ 
house xiv. OE. beacn = OS bokan, OHG. 
bouhhan WGmc. *baukna (cf. beckon), of 
unkn. orig. 

bead tprayer OE.; (pi.) rosary; ornamental per 
forated object xiv. OE. bedu (ME. bede partly 
aphetic from ibede, OE. gebed) = OS. beda. OHG 
beta (and gibet, G. gebet), Goth, bida, f. Gmc. 
*bed bid 

beadle fherald, messenger; parish constable, 
ceremonial officer, etc. xm. - OF. bedel (mod 
bedeau), of Gmc. origin. The adopted F. word 
ousted the native OE. bydel, f. Gmc. *bud-, base 
of OE. beodan (see bid) 

beagle small hound used for hare-hunting, xv 
perh. - OF. beegueule ‘having the mouth open’, 
f. beer gape + gueule throat (cf. gullet). 

beak xni. ME. bee, bek (beck continuing till xvm; 
the form with the lengthened vowel arose from 
the obi. form beke) - (O)Fr. bee L. beccus. 

beaker xiv. - ON. bikan = OS. bikeri, OHG. beh- 
hdri (G. becher) - popL. *bicarium, perh. f. Gr. 
bikos drinking-bowl. 

beam ttree; plank; ray of light. OE. beam, OS. 
bom, OHG. bourn (G. baum) WGmc. *bauma, 
rel. obscurely to Goth, bag ms, ON. badmr tree, 

bean OE. bean = OHG. bona (G. bohne), ON. 
baun Gmc. *baund, of unkn. orig. Hence 
beanfeast xrx, whence beano orig. printers’ 
colloq.; see -o. 

bear' mammal of the family Ursidae. OE. bera, 
OHG. bero (G. bar)WGmc. *beran-. 

bear3 carry; give birth to. OE. str. vb. 
beran = OS., OHG. beran, ON. bera, Goth, bairan, 
f. Gmc. *ber-IE. *bher-, as in Skr. bharati, Gr. 
pherein, L.ferre. The mod. pt. bore dates from 
c.1400, but did not gen. supersede bare till after 
1600; for the pp. see born, borne. 

beard OE. beard = OHG., G. bart WGmc. 
*barda, rel. to OS1. brada beard (Russ, borodd), 
L. barba. 

beast xm. - OF beste (mod. bete) - L. bestia. 
Beast displaced deer and was itself largely dis¬ 
placed by animal. 

beat1 strike repeatedly. OE. beatan = OHG. 
bozan, ON. bauta Gmc. *bautan. 

beat* strive against a contrary wind or current 
at sea. xvn. of uncert. orig. 

beatific making blessed, xvu (earlier -icat). - F. 
beatifique or L. bedtificus, f. beatus blessed, pp. 
of beare make happy. So beatify xvi, beatitude 
xv. 

beau dandy xvii; lady’s suitor xvm. - F. L. 
bellus pretty, fine. Cf. belle. 

beau ideal perfect type of beauty, xix. - F.; 
beau sb., ideal adj.; see beau, ideal; often 
apprehended as meaning ‘beautiful ideal’, 

beauty xm. ME bealte, beaute - OF. be(a)lte, 
biaute (mod. beaute) Rom. *bellitat-, f. L 
bellus; see beau, -ty. Hence beautiful xv, 
beautify xvi. 

beaver amphibious rodent. OE. be(o)for= 
(M)LG., (M)Du. bever, OHG. bibar (G. biber), 
ON. bjorr Gmc. *bebruz, rel. to Skr. babhrus 
brown, L. fiber beaver, ult. f. IE. *bhru- brown, 

because xiv. ME. bi cause, i.e. by, cause, after 
OF. par cause de by reason of. 

bechamel white cream sauce, xvm. - F., name 
of Louis de Bechamel, steward of Louis XTV. 

beck1 (arch, and dial.) brook, xiv (in place 
names xi) - ON. bekkr Gmc. *bakkiz, rel. to 
*bakiz, whence OE. bece, OS. beki, OHG. bak (G. 
bach). 

beck2 (arch exc. in phr. at one's beck and call) 
significant gesture, as a nod. xiv. f. (now arch.) 
beck vb. (xiv), shortening of ME. bekene beckon, 
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the -(e)n- of the stem being taken for the inf. 
ending. 

beckon make a mute signal (to). OE. becnan, 
*biecnan = OS. boknian. OHG. bouhnen 
WGmc. *bauknjan, f. *baukna beacon. 

become fcome, arrive; come to be; befit. 
OE. becuman = MLG., (M)Du. becomen, OHG. 
biqueman (G. bekommen) obtain, receive, Goth 
biqiman come upon; f. be- + come 

bed OE. bed(d) = OS. bed, beddi, OHG. betti (G. 
bett), Goth, badi Gmc. * bad jam (cf. *badjaz, 
whence ON. bedr), ult. orig. uncert. 

bedad Anglo-Ir. int. xvm. For by dad, sub¬ 
stituted for by Gad, see begad. 

bedel(l) old forms of beadle retained in the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge, xvi. 

bedevil treat diabolically; play the devil with, 
xvm. f. BE -F DEVIL. 

bedew cover with dew. xrv. f. be- + dew; cf. 
MHG. betouwen, MLG bedauwen. 

bedim make dim. xvi. f. be- + dim. 

bedizen dress up. xvn. f. be- + + dizen (xvi) deck 
out (f. base repr. by the first syll. of distaff; cf. 
MDu. disen, perh. the immed. source; see -en‘). 

Bedlam, bedlam Hospital of St. Mary of 
Bethlehem, orig. for the entertainment of the 
bishop and canons of the Church of St. Mary at 
Bethlehem xv; finmate of this xvi; lunatic 
asylum xvii; scene of uproar xvn. (Early forms 
of the town name are OE. Betleem, Bedlem.) 

Bedlington Name of a town in North¬ 
umberland applied to a breed of short-haired 
terrier, xix. 

Bedouin Arab of the desert, xrv (Bedoyn). - OF 
beduin (mod. bedouin) - Arab, badawi, f. badw 
desert. 

bee OE. heo = OHG. bia (G. dial, beie), ON. by 
Gmc. *bion-. 

beech forest tree of the genus Fagus. OE. bece 
= MLG. boke Gmc. *bokjon (wk. fern ), rel. 
to *boko (str. fern.), whence OE. hoc, OHG. 
buohha (G. buche), ON. bok (cf. buckwheat); all 
cogn. w. IE. *bhagos, whence Gr. phagos edible 
oak, L. fagus beech. Cf. book. 

beef flesh of the ox. xm. ME. boef, beef - AN., 
OF. boef, buef (mod bceuf)L. bovem, nom bos 
ox (see cow1). Hence beefeater eater of beef; 
Yeoman of the Guard, xvii. 

Beelzebub the Devil. OE. Belzebub, ME. 
Beelzebub - L. Beelzebub, rendering (i) Heb. 
ba'al ztbub ‘lord of flies’ (2 Kings 1: 2) and 
(ii) Gr. Beelzeboub of the N T. (Matt. 12: 24). 

been see be. 

beer OE. fo?or = MLG., MDu. ber, OHG. bior (Du., 
G. bier), a WGmc. word, perh. - monastic L. 
biber drmk, f L. bibere (see imbibe). Until xv 
rarely found exc. in verse; prob. reinforced 
from LG. on the introduction of hopped liquor 

beestings first milk from a cow after calving 
OE. *besting (late WS. bysting), f. synon. beost 
= (M)Du. biest, OHG. biost (G. biest, as in biest 
milch)\ of unkn. orig. 

beet OE. bete = MLG., MDu. bete, OHG. bieza, 
early WGmc. - L. beta, perh. of Celtic orig. Un 
recorded between OE. and late ME., when its 
currency was prob. due to LG. Hence beetroot 

xvi. 

beetle1 beating instrument. OE betel (WS. bie- 
tet)Gmc. *bautilaz, f. *bautan beat’ + -il- -le1. 

Cf. OHG bozil cudgel. 
beetle* coleopterous insect. OE. bitula, -ela, f. 
*bit-, short base of bitan bite; see -le1. 

beetle-browed xrv. of unkn. orig. 
beetroot see beet. 

befall fall (chiefly fig.) OE.; pertain, belong 
xu; fall out, happen xm. OE. befeallan = OS. 
bifallan, OHG. bifallen, f. be- + fall* 

befit XV f. BE- + FIT*. 
before OE. beforan- OS. biforan, OHG. bifora 
(G. bevor), f. be- + Gmc. * for ana from the front 
(f fora for) Hence beforehand xiti. 

beg xm. ME. begge, prob OE. bedecian (cf. 
Goth, bidagwa beggar), f. Gmc. *bed-, base of 
bid. So beggar sb. xm. vb xvi; cf. -ar. 

begad xvm. f by + gad*, cf. bedad. 

beget pt. begot, arch begat, pp. begotten fac 
quire xu; procreate xm. First in north, texts 
with g repl. g, 3 of the native forms OE. begietan, 
ME. bi3ete, corr. to OS. bigetan seize, OHG. pi- 
gezzan receive, Goth, bigitan find; see be , get 

(xm in the sense ‘procreate’, after ON. geta). 
begin pt. began, pp. begun. OE. beginnan = OS., 
OHG. biginnan (Du., G. beginnen), WGmc. f. be 

+ *ginnan, of unkn. orig. 
begone1 depart! xrv. imper. be gone treated as 
one word, like beware. 

begone* see woe begone. 

begonia xvm modL., named by Charles 
Plumier (d. 1706), French botanist, after Michel 
Began (d 1710), French patron of botany; see 
-ia'. 

beguile delude xm; charm (away) xvi f. be- 

+-fguile vb. (cf. guile sb.); cf. MDu. begilen, AN. 
deg Her. 

begum Indian Muslim lady of high rank. xvm. - 
Urdu beg am - E Turk, begim, f. beg prince, prin 
cess (cf bey)+ lst pers. sg. poss. suffix -im, i.e 
my lady’. 

behalf xiv. orig. and mainly in phr. with geni¬ 
tive. as on God's, my, etc. behalf, replacing 
earlier on goddes, min, halve, etc (in late OE. 
on minre healfe for my part); see by. half. 

behave xv. orig. refl , lit. hold oneself in a cer¬ 
tain respect; f be- + have. Hence behaviour xv. 

behead OE. beheafdian, f. be- -f heafod head. 

behest tpromise; (arch.) command. OE behses 
(f. be -f Gmc. *xaitan bid, call) + parasitic t. 

behind OE. behindan = OS. bihindan, f. be- 

yhindan (see kind*). Hence behindhand xvi; 
after beforehand. 

behold OE beh(e)aldan = OS. bihaldan, OHG 
bihaltan (G. behalten keep); see be- and hold 

Eng. alone has the sense ‘watch, look'; the cogn 
languages only ‘keep, maintain’, 

beholden (arch.) obliged xiv. repr. OE 
behealden cautious, assiduous, pp. of behealdan, 
in the senses ‘guard’, ‘keep’, ‘observe’ (see prec ). 

behoof (arch.) use, advantage. OE. behof in 
phr. to. . behofe for (one’s) use or needs = 
(M)Du. behoef, MHG. behuof (G. behuf), WGmc. 
f. be- + *x<5/-, var. of the base oi*xabjan heave. 

behove (arch.) fneed OE.; be needful or fitting 
xu. OE behofian = MLG behoven, (M)Du 
behoeven. f. prec. 
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beige woollen fabric orig. left in its natural col¬ 
ours; yellowish-grey. xix. - F. beige (OF. bege), 
of unkn. orig. 

belabour tlabour at; thrash, f. be- + labour vb. 
belated xvn. f. be + plated (xvi), f. late + -ed' . 

belay fbeset, surround OE.; (naut.) fasten a 
running rope round a pin, etc. xvi. OE. 
belecgan = OHG. bileggen (G. belegen), f. be 

+ lecgan lay. From xvi a new formation; the 
current (naut.) sense seems to be after Du. 
beleggen. 

belch xv. of uncert orig.; perh. shortening of 
OE. be(a)lcettan. 

beldam tgrandmother xv; old woman; hag xvi 
f. bel (OF. belle fair, fern, of bel beau) as in 
t belsire grandfather + dame. 

beleaguer besiege, invest, xvi. - Du. belegeren, 
f. be- be- + leger leaguer*. 

belfry fmovable siege-tower xiii; bell-tower or 
-chamber xv. ME. berfrey, belfrey - OF. berfrei, 
bel/rei (mod. beffroi) - Frankish *berjfrid, prob. 
f. *beryan protect + *friduz peace, shelter; the 
etymol. meaning being ‘defensive place of 
shelter’. 

Belial spirit of evil personified; the Devil, xiii. - 
Heb. b'liya'al worthlessness, destruction, f. trli 
not, without +yaal use, profit, 

belie OE. beleogan = OHG. biliugan, f. be- + lie*. 

believe late OE. belyfan, belefan, replacing, 
by prefix-substitution, earlier gelefan = OS. 
gilobian, OHG. gilouben (G. glauben), Goth. 
galaubjan Gmc. *yalaubjan hold dear, trust 
in, f. *ja- y- + *laub- dear (see love). So belief 

xii, repl. OE. geleafa. 
belike (arch.) probably, xvi. orig. by like i.e. by, 

like' used as sb. ‘probability, likelihood’, 
belittle xviii (orig. U S.) f. be- + little. 

bell1 hollow cup-shaped metal body producing 
a resonant musical sound when struck. OE 
be//e=MLG., MDu. belle (Du. bel)', perh. rel. to 
BELL*. 

bell* bellow, roar. OE. bellan, corr. to OHG. 
bellan (G. bellen) bark, bray; cf. ON. belja and 
BELLOW 

belladonna deadly nightshade, drug prepared 
from this, xviii. - It., lit. ‘fair lady’; said to be so 
named because in Italy a face cosmetic was 
made from it. 

belle handsome woman, xvii. - F„ fern, of bel, 
BEAU. 

belles-lettres xviii. - F., lit. ‘fine letters or 
literature’, parallel to beaux arts fine arts; see 
belle, letter Hence belletrist, belletristic 

xix. 
bellicose warlike, xv. - L. bellicosus, f. bellicus, 

f. bellum war; see -ose'. 

belligerent waging war. xvi. Earlier belli- 
gerant - L. belligerant-, prp. stem of belligerare, 
f. bellum war + gerere (see gestation). 

bellow roar as a bull. xiv. ME. belwen, of 

uncert. orig. 
bellows instrument used to blow a fire. ME. 
belwes, belows, pi. of belu, below, prob. repr. OE. 
pi. belga, belgum, of bel(i)g, bxl(i)g belly, which 

in late OE. occurs as abbrev. of earlier 

blxstbel(i)g ‘blowing-bag’= ON. blastrbelgr, see 

BLAST, BELLY 

belly tbag, pod, bellows OE.; fbody xiii; ab¬ 
domen, stomach xiv. OE. belig = OHG. balg, 
ON. belgr, Goth, balgs Gmc. *bal3iz bag. 
sack, f. *bal3 *bel3 be inflated, swell; cf. billow, 

bellows. 

belong xiv. f ME. longen (cf. long, OE. gelang 
at hand, dependent on); see be-. Hence be¬ 
longings circumstances connected with a per¬ 
son or thing xvii; possessions xix; see -ing1. 

beloved xiv. pp. of (arch.) belove (xiii), f. 
be- + LOVE. 

below xrv (rare before xvi). f. be- + low1. 

belt OE., corr. to OHG. balz, ON. belti, ult. - L. 
balteus, -um 

beluga great sturgeon; white whale, xviii (in 
xvi bellougina). - Russ, beluga (in the latter 
sense also belukha), f. belyi white, 

belvedere turret on a building commanding a 
view. xvi. (partly through F. belvedere) - It. bel¬ 
vedere lit. ‘fair sight’, f. bel, bello beauti 
ful + vedere sight. 

bemoan xvi. repl. ME. bemene, OE. bemxnan, 
see be-, moan. 

bemuse xviii. f. be- + muse1. 

bench OE. .bene- OS., Du., (O)HG. bank, ON. 
bekkr Gmc. *barjkiz\ cf. bank1. 

bend1 tribbon, band OE ; (her.) ordinary formed 
by two parallel lines xv. OE. bend Gmc. 
*bandjo, f. *band *bind- bind; later coinciding 
with bende - OF. bende (mod. bande) band*. Cf. 
band1. 

bend* bow, curve. OE. bendan (also ‘bind, 
fetter’) = MHG. benden, ON. benda Gmc. 
*bandjan, f. *band- band1. 

beneath OE. benidan, beneodan, f. be- + nidan, 
neoban below, down (f. Gmc. see nether). 

Benedictine (monk or nun) of the order of 
St. Benedict, founded by him c.529. xvii. - F. 
benedictin or modL. benedictinus, f. Benedictus; 
see -ine1. So benedictine liqueur made by 
these monks, xix. - F. benedictine (sc. liqueur), 
fern, of above adj. 

benediction xv - (O)F. benediction - L. bene¬ 
dict id, on-, f. benedlcere, benedict- bless, f. bene 
well + dicere speak (see diction). Cf. benison. 

benefaction doing good; gift for a charitable 
purpose, xvii. - late L. benefactio, on-, f. bene 
ficere, benefact-\ see next and -tion. So bene¬ 
factor xv. 

benefice tfavour, benefit; ecclesiastical living, 
xiv. - OF. benefice (mod. benefice profit, per¬ 
quisite) - L. beneficium, f. bene well + fic- var. of 
stem of facere do1, make. So beneficence xvi, 
beneficent xvii. - F. - L. beneficial xv. - F. 
or late L. beneficiary xvii. - L. (cf. F. benefi- 
ciaire). 

benefit tgood or kind deed xiv; advantage xv. 
ME. ben(e)fet - AN. benfet, OF. bienfet, -fait 
L. benefactum good deed, f. bene facere do well. 
Hence benefit vb. xvi. 

benevolence xv. - OF. benivolence - L. bene- 
volentia well-wishing, f. benevolens, -ent-, prp. 
of bene velle wish well. So benevolent xv. 

benighted overtaken by the darkness of night 
xvi; in intellectual or moral darkness xvii. pp. 
of tbenight vb., f. be- + night. 

benign xiv. - (O)F. benigne fern., benin masc. 
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L. benigna, -us, f. roots of bonus good and gig- 
nere beget (see kin). Cf. malign. So benignant 
xviii. benignity xiv. - OF. or L 

bent' (arch.) reedy or rush-like grass; grassy 
plain, field xiv. repr. OE. beonet-, found as 
an element of place-names, e.g. Beonetleah 
(Bentley); corr. to OS. binet, OHG. binuz (G. 
binse)WGmc. * binut-, of unkn orig. 

bent2 fcurved position; inclination; textent to 
which a bow may be bent (fig. ‘to the top of my 
bent’, Sh ). xv. prob f. bend2 on the analogy of 
pairs like descend, descent, extend, extent. 

benthos flora and fauna of the sea-bottom 
xix. - Gr. benthos depth of the sea. 

benumb xv. f. ibenomein), pp. of tbenim, OE. 
beniman take away, f. be- + niman take; see 
NUMB. 

benzene aromatic liquid hydrocarbon xix. f. 
benzoic acid, whence it is derived; earlier 
benzine (now used for a mixture of petroleum 
hydrocarbons). So benzol (esp. unrefined) ben¬ 
zene. 

benzoin resin obtained from tree of genus 
Styrax xvi; a constituent of this; genus of trees 
(including Benjamin tree) xix. ult. (through F., 
etc ) - Arab, luban-jawi ‘frankincense of Java’. 
Hence benzoic acid, xviii. 

bequeath tutter, declare; assign (property), 
esp. by will. OE. becwedan, f. Bv- + cwedan say; 
see quoth. 

bequest xiv. f. (after bequeath) be- -4- iquiste, 
repr. OE. -cwiss (only in comps.), f. Gmc. *kwep- 
say (see quoth); for the parasitic t cf. behest. 

berate scold xvi. f. be- + rate2. 

Berber xix. - Arab, barbar. 
bereave OE. bereafian = OS. birdbon, OHG. bi- 
roubon, Goth, biraubon Gmc. *biraubojan. f. 
*bi- be- + *raubojan reave. 

beret xix. - F. beret Basque cap - s.w. F. dial. 
berret, Pr. berret (see biretta). 

bergamot kind of pear. xvii. - F. bergamotte - 
It. bergamotta - Turk, begarmudi, f. beg prince 
+ armudi pear. 

beriberi mainly tropical disease marked by 
paralytic weakness, xix. - Sinhalese 

berry OE. beri(g)e = OS., OHG. beri, ON ber 
Gmc. *bazja- (cf. Goth. -basi) 

berserk(er) Norse warnor who fought with 
frenzied fury. xix. repr. ON. berserkr, acc. ber¬ 
serk, prob. f. *ber- bear1 +serkr coat, 

berth (naut.) adequate sea-room xvii; appoint¬ 
ment (esp. on board ship); sleeping-place on 
a ship xviii. Early vars. birth, byrth, prob. f. 
bear2 + -TH1, with ref. to the nautical sense of 
the verb ‘sail in a certain direction’, 

beryl precious stone, xm. - (O)F. beril (mod. 
beryl) - L. beryllus - Gr. bSrullos. 

beseech xn. f. be- + seche seek. The type beseek 
was current xii-xvii. 

beseem fseem; (arch.) suit, befit, xm. f. 
be-+ SEEM. 

beset surround, besiege OE.; tbestow xii. OE. 
besettan = OS. bisettian, OHG. bisezzan (G. be- 
setzen), Goth, bisatjan, f. be- + Gmc. *satjan set1. 

besides) by the side (of); apart (from); in ad 
dition (to), xiii. ME. bisideis), repr. OE. be sidan, 
i.e. be by + dat. sg. of side side; see -s. 

besiege xm. f. (by substitution of prefix be) ME. 
assiege (xm) - OF assegier (mod. assieger) 
Rom. *assedicare, f. as- + *sedicum siege. 

besmirch soil, discolour, (fig.) sully, xvi. f. 
be- + smirch. 

besom broom OE. bes(e)ma, OS. besmo, OHG. 
besamo (G besen)WGmc. *besman-, of unkn 
orig. 

bespeak tspeak or call out OE.; speak for, 
order; speak to, address xvi; tell of, indicate 
xvii. OE. besprecan = OS. besprekan, OHG. bi- 
sprehhan (G. besprechen), WGmc., f. *bi- be- 

+ *sprekan speak. Hence bespoke (of work 
commissioned), earlier fbespoken (xvii). 

best (adj. and adv.) OE. bet(e)st, best = (as adj.) 
OS. (Du.) best, OHG. bezzisto (wk.; G. best), ON 
beztr, Goth, batists Gmc. *batistaz, superl. of 
*bat-\ see better, -est. Hence best vb. xix; cf. 
worst (xvii). 

bestial of beasts, like a beast, xiv. - (O)F. bes¬ 
tial - late L. bestialis, f. bestia beast; see -ial. 

So bestiality xrv. - (O)F 
bestir rouse to activity, xiv. f. be- -t- stir. 

bestow place, deposit, apply, xiv. f. be- + OE. 
stow a place. Hence bestowal xviii; see -al2. 

bestrew OE. bestreowian, f. be- + strew 

bestride OE. bestridan, f. be- + stride. 

bet (lay) a wager, xvi. The sb. and vb. appear in 
the last decade of xvi, and it is uncertain which 
is prior; perh. aphetic of abet (fsb.) ‘instigation, 
support (of a cause)’, the vb. being then derived 
from the sb. 

betake fhand over, commit xm; refl commit 

oneself xvi; refl. resort, go xvii. f. be- + take; 

in ME. functioning as a var. of fbeteach, OE 
bet&can (f. tsecan teach). 

betel leaf of the plant Piper betle, chewed in the 
East withareca nut. xiv. - Pg., of Dravidian orig 
(Malayalam verrila, etc.). Hence betel-nut 
areca nut xvii. 

bete noire object of aversion, xix - F., lit. 
‘black beast’. 

bethink fthink about OE.; (refl.) fcollect one’s 
thoughts OE.; reflect, recollect xm. OE. be- 
dencan, OS. bithenkian, OHG bidenken, Goth. 
bipagkjan, Gmc., f. *bi- be- + *patjkjan think 

betide happen xm. f. be-+ tide2. Surviving 
mainly in woe betide. .! 

betimes at an early time, in good time. xiv. f 
betime (xm), f. be by + time; see -s. 

betoken xii OE *betacnian = OHG. bi- 
zeihhanon (G. bezeichnen), see be-, token. 

betony purple-flowered plant, xiv. - (O)F. be- 
toine - popL. *betonia for betonica. 

betray give up treacherously xm; reveal in¬ 
voluntarily xvi. f. BE- + ftray (xm) - OF trair 
(mod. trahir) - L. tradere deliver up (see tra 

dition). Hence betrayal xix; see -al2 
betroth engage with promise to marry, xiv. 
ME. betrouthen, f. be- + trouthe truth, later 
assim to troth. Hence betrothal xix; see 
-AL2. 

better adj. (OE ); adv. (xm). OE. bet{e)ra (adj.) 
= OS. betiro, OHG. bezziro (G. besser), ON. betri, 
Goth, batiza Gmc. *batizan-, f. *bat-, rel. to 
OE. bot boot’, betan improve. Hence better vb 
xrv betterment xvi. 
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between OE. betweon(um), f. Gmc. *bi by 
+ *tweon, rel. to two. 

bevel tadj.. (her.) having two equal acute alter 
nate angles xvi; oblique xvii; sb.: joiner’s tool 
for setting off angles; slope, sloping surface 
xvii. - OF. * bevel, F. be, beveau etc. (xvi), f. OF. 
baif open-mouthed, f. baer gape; cf. OF. bever 
give bias to. 

beverage xiii. - OF. bevrage (mod. breuvage), 
f. L. bibere drink; see -age. 

bevy company of ladies, birds, etc. xv. of unkn. 
orig. 

bewail xiv. f. be- + wail. 
beware xm. orig. be war, i.e. be, ware2, 
bewilder xvii. f. be- +1wilder (cause to) 
lose one’s way, perh back-formation from 
wilderness. 

bewitch xm. f. be- + witch (vb.; OE. wiccian). 
bewray (arch.) betray, xm. f. be- +- ME. wreien, 
OE wregan accuse = OS. wrogian, OHG. ruogen 
(G rugen), ON. raegja Gmc. *wro3jan (in Goth 
wrihjan), of unkn. orig. 

bey Ottoman title, xvi. - Turk, 
beyond OE. begeondan, f. be by -t-geondan from 
the farther side, f. Gmc. *jand- yond 

bezel sloping edge or side. xvii. - F *besel (mod. 
beseau, bizeauY, of unkn. orig. 

bezique card game. xix. - F. besigue, of unkn 
ong. 

bhang Indian hemp. xvi. ult. (via Pg. bangue, 
Pers. bang, Urdu bhang) - Skr. bhariga. 

bi- repr. L. bi- (earlier dui- = Gr di-, Skr. dvi-) 
twice, doubly, two-, in L. chiefly in adj. for¬ 
mations on sb stems, as biceps, bicolor of two 
colours, also with pp ending, as biformatus 
of two forms; in a few, e.g. bifid, the forma¬ 
tion is on a vb.-stem. The prefix appears in 
Eng. first in adoptions from F., as bigam xm 
(cf. bigamous), later from L. words, as bi- 
formed xvi (L. biformis), bipartite xvi (L. 
bipartitus). From xvii the L. analogy was 
widely extended and the prefix used with any 
adj to express that a quality or property 
is doubled or repeated; in mod scientific termi¬ 
nology forms in ate, -ated are most frequently 
employed. 

bias oblique, sb oblique line, inclination; adv. 
xvi - (O)F biais, of unkn. orig. Hence bias vb. 
XVII. 

bib sb cloth to protect the front of a child’s dress 
xvi. perh. f. (arch.) bib vb. drink, tipple (xrv), 
which is poss. - L. bibere but may be in¬ 
dependently imit. 

Bible the Holy Scriptures xm. - (O)F. - ecclL. 
biblia, n. pi. taken as fern. sg. - Gr. (ta) biblia 
(the) books’, pi of biblion, orig. dim. of biblos, 
biiblos papyrus, scroll. 

biblio- repr. Gr. biblio-, stem of biblion (see 
prec ), as in bibliography (xix) - F. or modL. - 
Gr. bibliographid writing of books, 

bibulous given to much drinking, xvii. f. L. 
bibulus, f bibere drink; see -ulous. 

bicameral having two legislative chambers, 
xix. f. bi- + L. camera chamber-l -al'. 

biceps muscle with double head or attachment. 
xvii. - L. biceps two-headed, f. bi- + -ceps, rel. to 
caput HEAD. 

bicker tskirmish xiii; altercation xiv. ME 
biker, beker, of unkn. orig. So bicker vb. xm. 

bicycle xix. - F. f. bi + Gr. kuklos cycle. 

bid pt (in D) bade, (in B) bid\ pp. (in D) bidden, 
(in B and C) bid. A. ask, pray; B offer, C. an¬ 
nounce, D. command. The present forms repr 
OE. str. vb. biddan, pt. baed, baedon, pp. beden 
ask. entreat, demand = OS. biddian, OHG. (G.) 
bitten, ON. bidja, Goth, bidjan Gmc. *bidjan. 
The present meanings combine those of this 

vb. with those of OE. beodan, pt. bead, budon, 
pp. boden offer, announce, command = OS 
biodan, OHG. biotan (G bieten), ON. bjoda, 
Goth, biudan. 
OE. biddan had already acquired the sense 

‘command’, and the similarity of several of the 
ME. forms of the two vbs. furthered the uni¬ 
fication of the two words. 

bide (arch.) remain; wait for OE.; tendure, 
suffer xiii. OE. bidan = OS bidan, OHG. bitan 
(G. dial beiten), ON. bida, Goth, beidan Gmc. 
*bidan, formally identical with Gr. peithein per¬ 
suade, etc., but the connection of sense is not 
clear. 

biennial lasting two years; recurring every two 
years, xvii. f. L. biennis of two years, biennium 
space of two years; see bi and annual. 

bier stand for a corpse. OE. ber (WS baer) = OS., 
OHG. bara (G. bahre)WGmc. *baero, f. *beran 
bear2; the sp. with ie dates from c.1600. 

biffin variety of apple xvm; baked apple xix. 

dial, pronunc. of beefing, f. beef, in ref. to the 
deep-red colour of the apple; see -ing*. 

bifid cleft in two. xvii. - L bifidus, f. bi- -t- *fid-, 
base offindere cleave. 

bifurcate xvii f. medL. bifurcare, f. L. bifurcus 
two-forked, f. bi-+furca fork; see ate\ Hence 
bifurcation xvii. 

big fstrong, stout xm; of great bulk xvi. The 
earliest exx. are from northerly texts; of unkn. 
orig., possibly Scand. 

bigamy xiii. - (O)F. bigamie, f. bigame (whence 
ME. bigam) - late L. bigamus, f. bi- + Gr. -gamos 
married. Hence bigamist xvii, -ous xix. 

bight bend, angle OE.; (loop of a rope xvii); bay 
xvi. OE. byht *buxtiz, cf. (M)LG. (whence 
G.) bucht *bu3-, short stem of *beu3-, see 
bow2. 

bigot fhypocritical or superstitious adherent of 
religion xvi; obstinate adherent of a creed or 
opinion xvii. - F., of unkn. orig. Hence bigoted, 
bigotry xvii. 

bigwig man of note or importance, xviii. f. big 

+ wig, with ref. to the large wigs worn by men 

of distinction. 

bilberry xvi. prob. of Norse orig.; cf. Da belle- 
baer, f. belle bilberry + baer berry. 

bile xvii. - F. - L. bilis. So bilious xvi (see -ous). 
bilge bottom of a ship’s hull xv; filth collecting 
there xix (cf. bilge water xvm). prob. var. of 
bulge, used in the same senses, 

bilk spoil an adversary’s score at cribbage; de¬ 
fraud; elude, xvii. perh. alt. of balk vb. 

bill1 (hist.) weapon of war (sword or halberd); 
pruning-hook. OE. bil^OS. bill, OHG. billi 
WGmc. *bilja. 

bill2 beak. OE. bile, not elsewhere in Gmc.; perh. 



bill 41 bitter 

from same base as prec. Hence bill vb.' peck 
xm; stroke or caress with the bill xvi 

bill* fwritten document; flegal statement of a 
case, tlist, catalogue xiv; note of charges, ac¬ 
count; poster xv; draft of an act of parliament 
xvi. - AN bille or AL. billa, of uncert. orig. 
Hence bill vb.* enter in a bill xrv; announce by 
bill xvii. 

billet’ fshort document xv; (f. the vb.) military 
order to provide board and lodging xvii; place 
of such lodging; situation, job xix. - AN. billete 
or AL. billeta, dim. of billa bill’; see -et. Hence 
billet vb. assign quarters to. xvi 

billet* thick piece of wood. xv. - (O)F. billette, 
billot, dims, of bille tree-trunk, length of round 
timber - medL. billa, billus, prob of Celtic orig. 
(cf. Ir. bile sacred tree, large tree); see -et. 

billet-doux love-letter, xvii. - F., 'sweet note’; 
see BILLET1, DULCET. 

billiards xvi. - F billard name of the game and 
the cue, f. bille; see billet* and -ard. Made pi. 

like bowb, etc. 
billion xvii. - F. billion, arbitrarily f. million 
million, by substitution of bi- for the initial mi-. 

billow xvi. - ON. bylgja billow (Sw bolja. Da 
beige), f. Gmc. *bul$- *bel3- swell; cf. (M)HG. 
bulge tbillow, leather bag, and belly. 

bin fmanger OE ; receptacle for com, etc. xrv. 
OE. bin(n), binne - OBrit. *benna (W. ben cart) 
*bhendhnd, f. IE. *bhendh- weave, bind; or - 
medL. benna, which is the source of F. banne. 
It. dial, benna hamper, Du. ben, G. benne body 
of a cart. 

binary xv. - late L. binarius two together (cf. 
bi-); see -ary. 

bind OE. bindan, pt. band, bundon, pp. bun- 
den =OS. bindan, OHG. bintan (G. binden), ON. 
binda, Goth bindan Gmc. *bcndan, f. IE. base 
*bhendh- (Skr. bandh bind). Hence binder OE. 
(of books xvi); whence bindery xix (orig. U S ), 
after Du. binderij. 

bindweed xvi. f. bind + weed’. 

bine flexible (climbing) stem, xix See 
woodbine. 

binge xix. prob. si. use of dial, binge vb. soak 
(a wooden vessel). 

binnacle box containing ship’s compass, xv. 
Earlier forms biticle, bittacle - Sp. bitdcula, bi- 
tdcora or Pg. bitdcola (corr. to It. abitacolo, F. 
habitacle) - L. habitdculum habitation, f. habi- 
tdre inhabit; the change from tt to nn may 
have been bridged by such a form as biddikil 
(XVII). 

binocular adapted to both eyes xvm; sb pi. 
field or opera glasses xix. f. L bini two together 
(cf. bi ) + oculus eye, after ocular. 

binomial (math.) having two terms xvi. f. F. 
bindme or modL. binomius, of uncert. orig. (see 
BI-, -LAL). 

bio- comb, form of Gr. bios life (cf. quick), as 
in biography xvii. - F. biographie or modL 
biographia, medGr. biographia-, so biographer 

xvm biology xix. - F. biologie - G. 
biped xvii. - L. bipes, biped-, f. bi- + pes foot. 
biplane xx. f. bi- + plane*. 
birch OE. bi(e)rce = MLG. berke, OHG. birka 
(G. birke) Gmc. *berkjon\ rel. to synon. OE. 

Mo)rc= Du. berk, ON bjqrk Gmc *berko\ cf. 
Skr. bhurja-, L.farnus.fraxinus ash-tree, 

bird (obs. or dial.) young bird OE., feathered 
animal (in this sense superseding/oic/); maiden, 
girl xm. OE. brid, of unkn. orig. In the sense 
‘maiden’ there may have been blending with 
ME. burde young woman, lady, 

bireme (galley) having two banks of oars. 
xvii - L. biremis, f. bi- + remus oar (cf. row’) 

biretta clerical square cap. xvi - It. berretta or 
Sp birreta. fern. dims. corr. to Pr berret beret, 

based on late L. birrus, -um hooded cape or 
cloak, perh of Celtic orig 

birth xn. - ON byrb birth, descent, corr. to 
Goth, (ga)baurps, f. Gmc. *bur- *ber- bear*; see 
th’. Hence birthday xrv; cf. OE. gebyrddaeg 

biscuit xrv. - OF bescuit (mod. biscuit)medL 
*biscoctus twice-baked (sc. panis bread), f L. bis 
twice f coctus, pp. of coquere cook 

bisect xvii. f. bi- + sect-, pp. stem of L. secare cut 
So bisection xvii. 

bishop OE. biscop, corr. to OS. biskop, OHG 
biscoflG. bischof), ON. biskup - popL. *biscopus. 
for ecclL. episcopus - Gr. episkopos overseer 
(whence Goth, aipiskaupus). f epi epi- -t- -skopos 
looking (cf. -scope). 

bismuth xvii (bismute). - modL. bisemutum, 
latinization of G. wismut, of unkn. orig. 

bison in the present form first recorded from 
A.V. (Deut. 14: 5 margin), earlier in L. pi. 
bisontes of bison (whence F. bison) - Gmc. 
*wisand , *wisund- (OE wesend, OHG. wisant. 
-unt, ON. visundr)-, familiar in recent times in 
connection with the American bison, 

bisque rich (esp. crayfish) soup. xvii. - F. 
bisque, of unkn. orig. 

bissextile leap(-year). xvi. - late L. bis(s)extilis 
(sc. annus year) year of the bissextus intercalary 
day inserted in the Julian calendar every fourth 
year after the sixth day before the calends of 
March (24 Feb ), f. bis twice + sextus sixth 

bistoury scalpel, xvm. - F. bistouri, of unkn. 
orig. 

bit’ A. fbiting, bite OE.; tcutting edge xrv. 
boring-piece, borer xvt; B. mouth piece of a 
bridle xiv. OE. bite = OS. biti, OHG biz (G. biss), 
ON. bit Gmc. *bitiz, f. *bitan bite. The origin 
of sense B is not clear; cf. OE. bitol bridle, ON 
bitull, G. gebiss. 

bit’ portion bitten off; morsel of food OE.; small 
piece xvi. OE £uto = OHG. bizzo (G. bissen), ON 
biti (see bitt) Gmc. *bitan-, f. *bitan bite. 

bitch female dog OE.; bad woman xv. OE. bicce, 
rel. obscurely to ON. bikkja of unkn. orig. 

bite pt. bit, pp. bitten, bit. OE. bitan, pt. bat, 
biton, pp. biten = OS. bitan, OHG. bizan (G 
beissen), ON. bita, Goth, beitan Gmc. *bitan, 
the corr. short base is repr by Skr bhidyate is 
split, L. fid-.findere cleave. Hence bite sb. xv. 

bitt (naut.) usu. pi. pair of posts on deck for 
fastening cables, xrv. prob. orig. a LG sea term; 
cf. synon. LG., Du. beting, f. Gmc. *bit-, repr also 
by MHG. bizze wooden peg, ON. biti cross-beam 

bitter' contrary of sweet. OE. biter, corr. to OS., 
OHG. bittar (Du., G. bitter), ON. bitr, Goth. 
baitrs, prob. f. Gmc. *bit-, base of *bitan bite. 

Hence bitter-sweet sb. xrv, adj. xvii. Cf. F. 
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aigredoux, amer-doux, L. dulcamdrum. So 
bitterly OE. biterlice\ see -ly3. bitterness OE. 
biternes. 

bitter3 ‘a Bitter is but the turn of a Cable about 
the Bitts . . And the Bitters end is that part of 
the Cable doth stay within boord’ (1627, Capt 
Smith), f. bitt+er1. Hence prob. phr. to the 
bitter end to the last extremity (now assoc, with 
BITTER1). 

bittern marsh bird with booming note xrv. 
Earliest forms botor, butor, etc. - OF. butor - 
Rom. *butitaurus, f. L. butio bittern + taurus 
bull. Forms with final n (xvi) are perh. due to 
assoc, with hern heron. 

bitumen xv. - L. So bituminous xvii. - F. 
bitumineux - L. bituminosus. 

bivalve xvii. f. bi- + valve. 

bivouac (orig.) night-watch under arms; 
(hence) temporary encampment without tents. 
xviii. - F. bivouac - MLG. biwacht or Du 
bijwacht lit. ‘extra watch’. Hence as vb xix. 

bizarre xvii. - F. - It. bizzarro, of uncert. orig. 
blab tell-tale, tatler; loose chatter, xiv. contemp 
with fblabber vb. babble, chatter and synon. 
tlab sb. and vb. Perh. f. an imit. Gmc. base 
*blab-\ cf. OHG. blabbizdn, MHG. blepzen, G. 
plappern. Hence blab vb. xv. 

black OE. blxc, bloc-, corr. to OS. bloc ink, OHG. 
bla(c)h-; cf. ON. blakkr dusky, dun; of unkn. 
orig. (In ME. confused with blac pale, wan; cf. 
bleak3.) Superseded swart in gen. use as a 
colour-name. Hence vbs. black xm, blacken 
xiii (see -en8) Blackamoor Ethiopian, Negro, 
xvi (orig. black More; see moor. Forms with in¬ 
serted -a-, unexpl., appear xvi). black-ball 
black ball recording an adverse vote; hence vb. 
xviii. blackberry OE. pi. blaceberian. black¬ 
guard A. t(coll.) menials, camp-followers, etc. 
xvi; fvagrants, criminals xvii; B. +man in black, 
tboot-black, etc. xvi; low worthless character 
xviii; orig. meaning and application unknown, 
blackleg turf swindler xviii; workman taking 
the place of one on strike xix; of unkn. orig. 
blackmail (hist., orig. Sc.) tribute (see mail3) 

exacted by freebooting chiefs in return for pro¬ 
tection xvi; (gen.) payment extorted by in¬ 
timidation or pressure xix. blacksmith one 
who works in ‘black metal’ (i.e. iron), xv. 

bladder OE. blaedre, later blaeddre = OS. bld- 
dara, OHG. bldtara (G. blatter), ON. bladra 
Gmc. *blx- blow’ + *-dro-, instr. suffix corr. to L. 
-trum, Gr. -trd, iron, Skr. -tram. 

blade A. leaf OE.; spathe of grass xrv. B. broad 
flattened part of an implement OE.; thin cutting 
edge, sword xiv. OE. blxd, pi. bladu = OS. blad, 
OHG. blat (G. blatt), ON. blad leaf, etc. Gmc. 
*bladam, perh. pp. formation (IE. *-tos) on the 
base *bl6- blow3. The present form derives from 
OE. obi. cases. 

blame vb. xn. - OF. bla(s)mer (mod. blamer) 
= Pr. blasmar, Sp. lastimar popL. blastemare 
for ecclL. blasphemare revile, reproach (see 
blaspheme). So blame sb. xm. - (O)F. blame, 
f. the vb. 

blanch xiv. - (O)F. blanchir, f. blanc, fern. 
blanche white, blank. 

blancmange fdish of white meat with dressing 

xiv; jelly made with milk xvi. Earliest form 
blancmanger - (O)F., f. blanc white +manger 
food, sb use of manger eat (cf. manger) The 
second el. was shortened to mange in xvm. 

bland xv (only Sc ), xvii. - L. blandus. 
blandish flatter gently, xiv. - OF. blandiss-, 
lengthened stem (see -ish3) of blandir L. 
blandlrl, f. blandus bland. Hence blan¬ 
dishment xvi. 

blank xrv (orig. t'white’). - (O)F. blanc white 
Rom. *blancus - Gmc. *blarjkaz. 

blanket twhite woollen stuff xm; sheet of soft 
wooller. cloth xiv. - OF. blanket (AL. blan- 
chettum), var. of blanchet, f. blanc white; see 
BLANK, -ET. 

blare roar, bellow xiv; trumpet xviii. ME. blere - 
(M)Du. bleren and MLG., MDu. blaren, of imit. 
orig. 

blarney cajoling talk. xix. f. Blarney, name of 
a village near Cork, Ireland, 

blase xix. - F., pp. of blaser exhaust by en¬ 
joyment or indulgence. 

blaspheme xiv. - OF blasfemer (F. -ph ) - 
ecclL. blasphemare revile, blaspheme - Gr. 
blasphemein, f. blasphemos evil-speaking (*pha- 
speak, phemil say). Cf. blame. So blasphemous 
xv. blasphemy xm (see -y*). 

blast gust of wind or air. OE. blxst = OHG. blast, 
ON. bldstr (perh. the immed. source in ME.) 
Gmc. *blxstaz, f. *blxs- (see blaze”). Hence 
blast vb. xiv. 

blatant first used by Spenser in the blat(t)ant 
beast (F.Q. v. xii. 37, etc.) to describe the 
thousand-tongued monster produced by Cer¬ 
berus and Chimsera and symbolizing calumny 
1596; offensively noisy or clamorous xvii. perh. 
alt., after adjs. in -ant, of Sc. blatand, prp. of 
blate bleat. 

blather, blether talk nonsense, xv. orig. Sc. - 
ON. bladra, f. bladr nonsense. For the var 
blether cf. Sc. get her for gather. Hence as sb. 
XVIII. 

blaze1 ftorch; bright flame or fire. OE. blxse, 
blaseGmc. blason, rel., through the gen. sense 
‘shining’, to blaze3. Hence blaze vb. xm. blazer 
thing that blazes or shines bright xvii; bright- 
coloured jacket for sports wear xix; see -er1. 

blaze3 white spot. xvii. of uncert. orig., but iden¬ 
tical in meaning with ON. blesi, MDu. blesse (Du. 
bles), G. blasse, blesse. Hence blaze vb. mark a 
tree with white by stripping the bark, indicate 
(a trail) in this way. xix. 

blaze” fblow (a trumpet, etc.) xiv; proclaim, 
publish xv. - MLG., MDu. blazen blow = OHG. 
bldsan (G. blasen), ON. blasa, Goth, -blesan 
Gmc. *blxsan (cf. blast), extension of *blx-\ see 
blow1. 

blazon (her.) shield xm; heraldic description 
xvi. - (O)F. blason orig. shield; of unkn. orig. 
Hence as vb. xvi. 

-ble - (O)F. - L. -bilis, adj. suffix denoting ten¬ 
dency, fitness, ability, or capability of doing or 
being something; added to vb.-stems, as flebilis 
lamentable, tearful, f flere weep; mobilis easily 
moved, mobile, stabilis steadfast, stable3; with 
vb.-stems in a, i, and u it combined to form the 
compound suffixes repr. in Eng. by able, -ible. 
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and -uble, of which the first (the only one in 
living use) is by far the most common, and 
capable of being compounded with any verb; the 
last is repr. only in soluble, voluble. The corr. 
abstract nouns end in -bility and advs. in -bly. 

bleach vb. OE. bl&can = ON. bleikja Gmc. 
*blaikjan, f. *blaik- shining, white, bleak2. 

bleak1 small river-fish. xv. prob. - ON. bleikja 
= OHG. bleicha Gmc *blaikjon, f. *blaik- 
white (see next). 

bleak2 tpale, wan; bare of vegetation, exposed; 
cold from bareness, xvi. Obscurely rel. to tblake 
pale, yellow, +bleach pale, bare, tbleike, blayke 
pale, yellow - ON. bleikr shining, white = OE. 
bloc (ME. blake, bloke), OS. blek, OHG. bleih 
Gmc. *blaika-. 

blear (of the eyes) dim xiv (vb. xm). of uncert. 
orig. Hence bleary xiv; see -y1. 

bleat OE. blxtan = OHG. blazen, Du. blaten, of 
imit. orig. 

bleed OE. bledan = MLG. bidden, ON. bloeda 
Gmc. *blodjan, f. *bl66am blood. 

blemish xiv. - OF. blemiss-, extended stem (see 
-ish2) of ble(s)mir render pale, injure, prob. of 
Gmc. orig. Hence blemish sb. xvi. 

blench tdeceive OE.; start aside xm. OE. 
blenean = ON. blekkja impose upon Gmc. 
blarjkjan-, cf. blink. 

blend vb. xm. At first mainly north.; prob. of 
Scand. orig. and due to blend- pres, stem, blend- 
pt. stem, of ON. blanda mix = OE., OS., Goth. 
blandan, OHG. blantan. Cf. blind vb. 

blende native sulphide of zinc. xvii. - G. blende, 
f. blenden deceive (see blind); so called because, 
while often resembling galena, it yielded no 
lead. 

blenny genus of spiny fishes, xviii. - L. blen- 
nius, var. of blendius - Gr. blennos slime, in ref. 
to the mucous coating of its scales, 

blesbok S. African antelope, xix. - Afrikaans, 
f. Du. bles blaze2 + bok goat (buck). 

bless A purely English formation. OE. bletsian, 
bledsian, perh. f. blodam blood, the etymo¬ 
logical meaning being 'mark so as to hallow 
with blood’; the sense-development was influ¬ 
enced by its being used to translate L. benedicere 
and Gr. eulogein in Christian use, and by its 
formal assoc, with bliss. 

blight disease in plants, as mildew; baleful in 
fluence, orig. on plants, xvii (also blite). perh. 
for earlier *bl$ht, repr. formally OE. blzecdu, 
blzecdirust), rel. to blaece (all applied to skin dis¬ 
eases), and further to bleach. 

blighter contemptible fellow, xix. f. blighted 
euphem. substitute for blasted (see blast) as 
an epithet of reprobation; see -er‘. 

Blighty (army si.) England, home. xx. contr. 
form, originating in the Indian army, of 
Hind, bildyati foreign, (esp.) European, f. Arab. 
wildyat inhabited country, district, 

blimp small non-rigid dirigible airship, xx 
of uncert. orig. (said to be based on the adj. 
limp). 

blind adj. OE. blind = OS. blind, OHG blint (G. 
blind), ON. blindr, Goth, blinds Gmc. *blin- 
daz IE. *bhlendhos; cf. Latv. blendu see dimly, 
and blunder. Hence blind vb. xm; repl tblend. 

OE. blendan = OHG. blentan (G. blenden) 
WGmc. *blandjan. blind sb. screen; misleading 
pretext xvii. blind-man’s-buff (see buff1), xvi 

blind-worm slow-worm xv; cf Du. blindworm 
blindfold cover the eyes of, with a bandage 
xvi. Superseded t blindfelle (xn-xvi); OE 
geblindfellian strike blind, f. blind + fell* 

blink tA. deceive; start aside xiv; B. twinkle 
with the eyes or eyelids; tglance xvi; cast a 
momentary gleam xvm. prob. of mixed origin; 
partly later form of synon. fblenk xiv, var of 
blench; partly - (M)Du. blinken shine, glitter, 
which may be based on a nasalized var. of *blik 
shine (see bleak2). 

bliss OE. bliss, blids^ OS. blidsea, f. Gmc *blibiz 
BUTHE. 

blister sb. xm. ME. blister, blester, of unkn 
orig.; poss. - OF. blestre, blostre swelling, 
pimple. Hence blister vb. xv. 

blithe joyous. OE. blide = OS. blidi, OHG. blidi 
cheerful, friendly, ON. blidr, Goth, bleips 
Gmc. *biibiz\ of unkn. orig. Cf. bliss. 

blithering (colloq.) senselessly talkative; con 
temptible. xix. f. blither, var. of blether (see 
BLATHER). 

blitz shortening of G. blitzkrieg ‘lightning-war’. 
XX. 

blizzard xix. of unkn. orig. (first (U.S.) senses 
‘sharp blow’, ‘shot’). 

bloat fbloat herring, herring smoked and half 
dried, xvi. Hence fbloated in the same sense 
xvii; whence bloater xix; see -ed\ -er1. Of 
uncert. orig. Identical in form are bloat adj and 
vb. and bloated ppl adj., which are used of a 
puffed, swollen, or inflated condition, but it is 
doubtful whether the two groups have the same 
ult. orig. 

blob xv. In early use north.; imit. Cf. blubber, 

BUBBLE. 

block solid piece or mass (orig. of wood) xrv; 
mould for a hat, etc. xvi; group of buildings 
xviii. - (O)Fr. bloc - (M)Du. blok, (M)LG. block, 
of unkn. orig. Hence (or - F. bloquer) block vb. 
xv; whence blockade xvii. 

blond xv. - (O)F. blond, fern, blonde medL. 
blundus, blondus yellow, perh. of Gmc orig. 

blood OE. blod = OS. blod, OHG. bluot (G. blut), 
ON. blod, Goth, blob Gmc. 'blodam, of unkn. 
orig. Hence bloodhound xiv, bloodthirsty xvi 
(Coverdale, after Luther’s blutdurstig). bloody 
OE. blodig, see -y1. 

bloom1 blossom, flower xm; powdery deposit 
on fruits xvii. ME. blom(e) - ON. blom flower, 
blossom, and blomi prosperity, pi. flowers, corr 
to OS. blomo, OHG. bluomo, -ma (G. blume), 
Goth, bloma Gmc. 'bloma-, 'bloman-, on-, f. 
'bid- blow2. For the OE. syn. see blossom 

Hence bloom vb. xm. 
bloom2 mass of iron brought into the form of 
a thick bar. OE. bloma identical in form with 
bloom1, but prob. a different word, 

bloomer (chiefly pi.) women’s trouser 
costume, xix. f. name of Mrs. Amelia Bloomer, 
who advocated the use of the dress, 

blossom flower OE.; mass of flowers on a 
tree xm. OE. blostm, blos(t)ma corr to (M)Du 
bloesem. MLG. blos(s)em, cf. ON. blomstr, gen 
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referred to the same base as bloom', viz. *bl6-, 
of which 'bids- appears to be an extended form 
Hence blossom vb. OE. blostmian. blossomy 
xrv; see -y*. 

blot spot, stain, xiv. The distribution of the 
earliest exx. is consistent with a Scand. orig., 
but no suitable form is known; cf., however, Icel. 
blettr blot, stain. Da. dial, blat spot, blot. Hence 
blot vb. spot, stain, xv (blotting-paper xvi). 

blotch inflamed patch on the skin xvn; blot (as 
of ink) xvni. Partly alt. of synon. \plotch (xvi), 
by assoc, with blot and \botch pimple, etc. (xrv), 
partly blending of these. Cf. contemp splotch. 

blouse xix. - F., of unkn. orig. 
blow' produce a current of air; puff air (into). 
OE. str. vb. bldwan, pt. bleow, pp. bldwen, OHG. 
bld(h)an, also (wk.) blaen (G. b la hen blow up, 
swell); IE. base *bhle-, repr. also by L.flare. 

blow2 (arch.) bloom, flourish OE. str. vb. 
bldwan, corr. to wk. verbs OS. blojan, OHG. 
bluoen (G. bliihen); all f. Gmc. *bl6- (cf. blade, 

bloom', blossom). 

blow8 hard stroke with fist or weapon, xv (first 
in northern texts as blaw). of unkn. orig. 

blowzy bloated or red faced; dishevelled, xvm. 
f. tblowze wench xvi, of unkn. orig.; see-Y1. 

blub (colloq.) weep effusively, xix Shortening 
of next vb. 

blubber vb. tbubble; weep copiously xiv; sb. 
tfoam, bubble xiv; jelly-fish. Cat of whales xvn. 
ME. blob-, bluber sb.. blob-, bluberen vb., perh. 
of imit. orig.; cf. G. dial, blubbern bubble, gabble, 

bludgeon heavy-headed stick, xvm. of unkn. 
orig. Hence as vb. xix. 

blue xiii. ME. bleu - (O)F. Rom. *blavus - 
Gmc. 'blxwaz (whence OE. blxwen, OHG. blaw, 
G. blau, ON. bldr), prob rel. to L.flavus yellow. 
In blue blood tr. Sp. sangre azul, applied to Span¬ 
iards claiming freedom from Moorish, Jewish, 
or other admixture 

blue-stocking attrib. wearing blue stockings 
xvii; applied from c.1780 to the intellectuals who 
met in London at the houses of Mrs. Montague 
and others, where blue worsted stockings were 
worn by some instead of black silk, 

bluff' nearly vertical or perpendicular xvii; 

rough, blunt xvm; good-naturedly curt or ab¬ 
rupt xix. orig. naut., perh. of LG. orig. As sb. 
broad precipitous headland xvii (first in N 
America). 

bluff2 (orig. US. in poker) give a false im 
pression of strength, etc.; also sb. xix. - Du 
bluffen brag, boast, and b/u/fbragging, boasting, 

blunder move blindly or stupidly xiv; make a 
stupid mistake xvm. prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. 
MSw., Norw. blundra shut the eyes, frequent, 
of the base found in ON. blunda, rel. to bund; 

but the sense-development is not clear, 
blunderbuss short gun with large bore. xvn. 
alt., by assoc, with blunder, of Du. donderbus, 
f. donder thunder + bus gun (orig. box, tube), 

blunt tdull, stupid xn; not physically sharp xrv; 
trude, unrefined xv; abrupt of speech xvi. of 
uncert. orig. 

blur sb. and vb. smear, stain, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
blurb (orig. U.S.) publisher’s commendatory 
advertisement, xx. of unkn. orig 

blurt tpuff in scorn; utter abruptly, xvi. prob. 
imit. 

blush vb OE. blyscan, corr. to MLG. bloschen, 
LG. blusken; cf. (M)Du. blozen, OE ablysian. 

bluster xv. ult. imit.; cf. LG. blustern, blistern 
flutter. 

boa large S. American snake, xix. - modL. use 
of L. boa, of unkn. orig. 

boar OE. bar = OS. beriswin), OHG. ber 
WGmc. 'bairaz. 

board flat piece of wood; table (now only as used 
for meals); border, edge (now only in seaboard), 
ship’s side. OE. bord combines two orig. distinct 
Gmc. words, (i) a str. n. = QS. bord, MHG., G. 
bort board, ON. bord, Goth. (fotu)baurdGmc. 
'bordam; (ii) a str. m. = OS. bord. ON. bord 
Gmc. *bordaz. The OE. words were reinforced 
in ME. by the uses of F. bord (of Gmc. orig.). 
Hence board vb. xv. 

boast sb. xm; vb. xrv (in early use both sb. and 
vb. often denote or imply clamorous or threat¬ 
ening utterance). - AN. bost and 'boster, of 
unkn. orig. 

boat OE. bat, corr. to ON. belt (:- 'bait-, of 
uncert. orig.). Hence boatswain (now com¬ 
monly bosun); late OE. bdtswegen. 

bob1 bunch, knob, knot (of hair), xiv. of unkn. 
orig. Hence bob vb. fish with a bob or bunch of 
worms xvn; make into a bob, cut short, dock 
XIX. 

bob2 A. tpummel, buffet, rap xiv; B. move with 
a jerk up or down or to and fro xiv; curtsy xvm. 
prob. of imit. orig. Hence bob sb. fblow, rap xvi; 
method of change-ringing xvn; curtsy xix 

bobbin xvi. - F. bobine, fbobin, of unkn. orig. 
bobby dim. (see -Y*) of Bob, pet-form of Robert, 
used as a si. nickname for a policeman, in 
allusion to Robert Peel, Home Secretary when 
the Metropolitan Police Act was passed in 1828. 

bobtail (animal) having the tail cut short, xvn. 
f. bob' or bobbed adj. 

Roche (army si.) German, xx. - F. (si.) ‘rascal’, 
‘German’, held to be shortening of tete (de) 
boche, in which boche is perh. for caboche hard 
skull (see cabbage'). 

bode tannounce, proclaim OE.; betoken, por¬ 
tend xiv. OE. bodian, f. boda messenger = OS. 
bodo, OHG. boto (G. bote), ON. bodi Gmc. 
'budan-, f. 'bud-, weak grade of *beudan (OE. 
beodan) bid. 

bodega wine shop, xix. - Sp.L. apotheca - Gr. 
apothtke store (see apothecary). 

bodge see botch. 

bodice xvi. orig. bodies, pi. of body in the sense 
‘part of a woman’s dress above the waist’, for¬ 
merly often in a pair of bodies, i.e. stays, corsets. 
For the retention of the unvoiced pronunc. of 
the pi. ending cf. dice, pence. 

bodkin tdagger xiv; small pointed instrument 
xrv; long pin for hair xvi, blunt needle for 
drawing tape, etc. xvm. ME. boidekin, of unkn. 
orig. 

body OE. bodig, corr. to OHG. botah (MHG. 
botich, mod. Bavarian dial, bottech body of a 
chemise); of unkn. orig. 

Boer Dutch-descended S. African, xix (earliest 
form boor). - Du. (see boor). 
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bog xiv. - Gael, and Ir. bogach, f. bog soft Hence 
bog vb xvti. boggy xvi 

bog(e)y person or thing much dreaded xix 
orig. as proper name (Bogey and Old Bogey the 
Devil), presumably rel. to synon. tbog. north 
dial, boggard, art. Sc. bogle, north Eng. boggle 
(all from xvi), and further to bug1, but the con 

nections of the group are uncertain 
Bogey (golf) the number of strokes a good 
player should need for each hole xix. Said to 
be from an imaginary partner Bogey’ (same as 
prec). 

boggle start with fright (formerly often of 

horses) xvi; demur, hesitate xvn. prob f. dial. 

boggle (see bogey) as if ong. ‘to see a boggle or 

spectre'. 

bogie (north, dial.) low truck on four wheels; 
(hence gen.) pivoted undercarriage xix. of 
unkn. orig. 

bogle see bogey, xvi; its use by Burns, Scott, 
and Hogg brought it into Eng literature, 

bogus xix (orig. U S ). Appears first in 1827 ap¬ 
plied to an apparatus for coining false money; 
of unkn. orig. 

bohea black tea of lowest (orig. finest) quality, 
xvui. - Fuhkien Chinese Bui, local var. of Wui, 
name of hills in northern Fuhkien, whence 
black tea was first brought to England. 

Bohemian gipsy xvn; socially unconventional 
person xix. f. Bohemia a region of Central 
Europe + (i)an; after F. bohemien gipsy, 
(transf.) vagabond, adventurer. 

boil1 hard inflamed tumour. OE. byl, byle = OS 
bula, OHG. bulla bladder tG. beule), f. *b&l- (cf. 
Goth, ufbauljan puff up). The form boil dates 
from xv. 

boil1 bubble up with heat. xm. - AN. boiller, 
OF. boillir (mod. bouillir) L. bullire, f. bulla 
bubble. Hence boil sb. xv. 

boisterous fstout, stiff, bulky; violent and 
rough in manner, xvi. var. of fboisteous, earlier 
tboist(u)ous (xm), of unkn. orig. 

bolas S. Amer. missile consisting of balls con¬ 
nected by cord. xix. - Sp., Pg., pi. of bola ball, 

bold OE. b(e)ald = OS., OHG. bald (G. adv bald 
soon), ON. ballr dangerous, fatal Gmc. *bal- 
t>az. Hence boldly OE. 

bole tree-trunk, xiv. - ON. bolr, cf. MHG. bole 
(G. bohle) plank. 

bolero lively dance xvm; short jacket xix - Sp., 
presumably f. bola ball 

boll fvesicle, bubble xm; rounded seed-vessel 
xv. - MDu. bolle (Du. boV) round object, intro 
duced in connection with the medicinal use of 
poppy-heads and flax-cultivation, 

bollard (naut.) post in a ship, etc. xiv. of uncert 
ong. 

Bolshevik xx. - Russ, bol shevik, f. bol shu, 
compar. of bolshot big. Orig., group favouring a 
maximum socialist programme. Cf Menshevik 

bolster OE. bolster pillow, cushion = (M)Du 
bolster, OHG. bolster (G. polster), ON. boLstr 
Gmc * bo 1st raz, perh. for* bo Ixstraz.f. *bei3-swell 
(cf. belly). Hence bolster vb. (chietly fig.) prop 
up xvi 

bolt’ stout arrow OE ; stout pin for fastening xii; 

(from LG.) roll of fabric, etc. xv. OE., = MLG. 

bolte(n), bolt, fetter, piece of rolled up linen, 
(M)Du bout bolt, OHG. bolz (G. bolzen) arrow, 
bolt for a door; of unkn. orig. Hence bolt vb 
dart off xiii; fasten with a bolt xvi. 

bolt1, bouit sift, xiii - OF bul(e)ter (mod. 
bluter), prob. of Gmc. orig. 

bolus large pill xvii - medL. bolus - Gr. bolos 
clod, lump of earth. Cf. holus bolus. 

bomb sb. xvii. - F. bombe - It. bomba, prob. f 
L bo mb us - Gr bo mhos booming, humming, of 
unit. orig. Hence (or - F.) bomb vb. xvii. So 
bombard early kind of cannon xvi. - F bom 
barde, medL bombarda bombard vb. xv. - F 
bombarder, hence bombardment xvm bom¬ 

bardier tartilleryman xvi; N.C.O. of artillery 
xix. - F 

bombast tcotton-wool, esp. as used for pad 
ding; turgid language xvi var., with parasitic t, 
of t bombace - OF. bom bare - medL. bombax, 
ac-, alt of bombyx silk. Hence bombastic xvm. 
-ical xvn 

bombinate make a buzzing noise, xix. f pp. 
stem of late L. bombinare, also medL. bombildre 
So hombination xix (cf. Sir T Browne's bom- 
bilation, 1646). 

bona fide xvi (as adj xvm). - L., ‘with good 
faith’, abl. of bona (fern, of bonus good) fides 
(FAITH). 

bonanza (U S ) good luck, prosperity, xix. - Sp 
bonanza fair weather, prosperity Rom. *bona- 
cia, f. L. bonus good, after L. malacia (analysed 
as if containing malus bad) - Gr. malakia soft¬ 
ness, f. malakos soft. 

bonbon xix. - F., lit good-good', 1. bon good 
L bonus. 

bond1 fetter; binding force xm; covenant xiv; 

deed binding a person to pay money xvi; 

debenture xvn. var. of band', and at first in¬ 

terchangeable with it. 

bond1 in bondage or servitude xiv. adj. use of 
ME. bonde serf, late OE. bonda householder - 
ON. bondi (see husband). Forming permanent 
comps, in bondmaid (xvi), bondman (xm), bond 
servant (xvi), bondwoman (xrv), which are 
assoc, in sense with bond1. 

bone OE. ban = OS. ben, OHG. (G.) bein, ON. bein 
Gmc. *bainam. Hence bone vb. xv. bony xvi. 

bonfire tfire of bones xiv; open-air fire in cele 
bration, etc. xv. f. bone + fire 

bonhomie xvm. - F , f. bonhomme good man' 
(L. bonus, homo), good-natured fellow, 

bonnet xiv. - OF. bonet (mod. bonnet), short for 
chapel de bonet hat made of a material ‘bonet’, 
medL. bonetus, um, of unkn. orig. 

bonny xv (chiefly Sc. and north. Eng ), of doubt 
ful orig., perh. to be referred to F bon good, 

bonus addition to normal pay. xvm. prob joc 
or ignorant application of L. bonus m. for bonum 
n. good thing. 

bonze Buddhist priest in Japan, etc. xvi. - F 
bonze or P.g. bonzo (modL. bonz(i)us), prob. - 
Jap. bonzo or bonzi - Chinese fan seng religious 
person, or Jap bo-zi - Chinese fa-sze teacher of 
the law. 

booby silly fellow; gannet. xvn. prob (with 
-y6) - Sp bobo (used in both senses)L. balbus 
stammenng, stuttering (ult. imit ). 
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book OE. boc, pi. bee, corr. to OS. bok, OHG. 
buoh, pi. buoh (G. buch), ON. bok, pi. boekr 
Gmc. *boks, pi. *bokiz (cf. Goth, boka, pi. bokos): 
usu. taken to be a deriv. of* boko beech. 

boom1 give out a deep humming note xv; sail 
with great speed xvii. ult. imit. (cf. bomb); cf. Du. 
bommen. Hence boom sb. xvi. 

boom1 (naut.) long spar; floating timber 
barrier, xvi (Sc. bourne). - Du. boom tree, pole, 
BEAM 

boom* (orig U S.) sudden activity in commerce 
xrx. prob. application of boom1. Also as vb. 
XIX. 

boomerang xix. Austral, aboriginal name, 
boon' tprayer, request; thing prayed for; favour 
xii; benefit, blessing xvm. - ON. bon, var. of 
been = OE. ben, of uncert. orig. 

boon2 good, gracious xrv; surviving in boon 
companion (xvi) in the sense ‘jolly’, ‘convivial’. 
- (O)F. bon good L. bonus. 

boor husbandman xv; Dutch or German 
peasant xvi (Dutch colonist, Boer xix); rustic 
ill-mannered fellow xvi. - LG. bur or Du. boer (f. 
Gmc. stem *bu dwell, see bower1). 

boost (orig. U S.) hoist up, give a lift to, increase, 
xix. of unkn. orig. 

boot' (arch.) advantage (in phr. to boot fto ad 
vantage, in addition); fmaking good, remedy. 
OE. bdt = OS bota, OHG. buosa (G. busse), ON. 
bot, Goth, bota Gmc. *boto, f. *bdt- *bat- (see 
better, best). Hence boot vb. profit, avail, xiv. 
bootless irremediable (OE. botleas)-, useless 
xvi. 

boot2 A. covering for the foot and (lower part 
oD the leg xiv; B. fspace for attendants on the 
outside of a coach xvii; receptacle for luggage 
on a coach xvm. ME. bote - ON. boti or its 
source, OF. bote (mod. botte)\ in AL. bota (xii), 

botta\ of unkn. orig. The senses under B appear 
to derive from modF. 

booth temporary dwelling; covered stall, xii. - 

OEast Norse *bod (Sw., Da. bod stall, shop) 
= OIcel. bud dwelling, f. East Norse boa = OIcel. 
bua dwell (see bower1). 

booty plunder, xv. of uncert. orig.; cf. (O)F 
butin (whence Eng. + butin xv-xvii) - MLG. 
bute exchange, distribution, 

booze (si. or colloq.) drink, xiii. ME. bo us sb., 
bouse vb.; these normally gave bouse, but this 
pronunc. appears to have been gen. arrested 
by re adoption in xvi of the orig. etymon, MDu. 
busen (Du. buizen) drink to excess, 

borage genus of plants, xiii. - (O)F. bourrache - 
medL. bor(r)ago, agin-, perh. - Arab, abu araq 
‘father of sweat’, the Arabian physicians using 
the plant as a diaphoretic. 

borax biborate of sodium, xiv (boras, borax, 
after medL., from xvi). - OF. boras - medL. 
borax, borac- - Arab, buraq - Pers. So boracic 

xix. 
border xiv - OF. bord(e)ure - CRom. deriv. of 
*bordare (F. border, etc.), f. *bordus, see board, 

-ure. Hence border vb. xiv. 
bore1 pierce. OE. borian = MLG., MDu boren, 
OHG. boron (G. bohren), ON. bora Gmc. 
*boron. The IE. base *bhor- *bhr is repr. by L. 
fordre pierce. 

bore* tidal wave. xvn. of doubtful orig.; cf. ON. 
bar a wave, billow. 

bore* fennui; fannoyance, nuisance; tiresome 
thing xvm; tiresome person xix. of unkn. orig. 
(references in xvm to French bore are un¬ 
explained). Also as vb xvm. 

boreal northern, xv. - (O)F. boreal or late L. 
borealis, f. L. boreds - Gr. bo reds north wind; see 
-AL1. 

bom, borne var. forms of the pp. (OE. boren) 
of bear2, differentiated since c.1600; born is now 
no longer assoc, with bear, the phr. to be born 
being an independent intr. verb equiv. to F. 
naitre, L. nasci, borne is retained in lit. use for 
‘carried’, ‘endured’. 

boron (chem.) non-metallic element, extracted 
from borax and resembling carbon in some of 
its properties, xix. f. bor(ax) + (carb)on. 

borough ffortress; town (orig. fortified) OE.; 
town of a certain (political) status xvi. OE. burg, 
burh^OS. burg, OHG. burug (G. burg), ON. 
borg, Goth, baurgs Gmc. *burjs, rel. to *ber- 
3an protect, shelter (cf. borrow, bury). 

borrow take on pledge or credit. OE. bor- 
gian = OHG. borgen (G. borgen), f. Gmc. *Z>orj-, 
whence OE., OS. borg pledge, rel. to OE. beor- 
gan = OS., OHG. bergan (Du., G. bergen), ON. 
bjarga, Goth, bairgan Gmc. *bersan (see 
prec.). 

borzoi Russian wolf-hound, xix. - Russ., f. 
borzyi swift. 

bosh nonsense, xix. - Turk. bo$ empty, worth¬ 
less; gained currency from its frequent use in 
J. J. Morier’s novel Ayesha (1834). 

bosom OE. bosm = OS. bosom, OHG. buosam (G. 
busen)WGmc. *bosm-, of uncert. orig. 

boss' protuberance, xiii. - OF. boce (mod. bosse) 
Rom. *bokja or *bottia, of unkn. orig. 

boss2 (orig. U S.) master, employer, xix. - Du. 
baas master, of unkn. orig. 

bosun see boatswain. 

botanic xvii. - F. botanique, or its source, late 
L. botanicus - Gr. botanikos, f. botane plant; see 
-ic. So botanical, botanist xvii. Hence botany 
xvii; on the analogy of astronomic, astronomy, 
see -Y*. 

botargo relish of mullet or tunny roe. xvi. - It. 
bottarga, ult. of Gr. orig. (f. did eggs, tarikhos 
salted fish). 

botch put a patch on, repair clumsily xiv. of 
unkn. orig. 

both xii. ME. babe, hope - ON. badir = OS. bedia. 
OHG. bede, beide (G. beide)\ extended form of the 
base found in OE. begen, Goth, bai, and as the 
second element of L. ambo, OS1. (Russ.) oba, Skr. 
ubhdu, Av. uva both. 

bother (dial.) bewilder with noise, confuse; pes¬ 
ter, worry, xvm. - Ir. bodhraim deafen. Hence 
bother sb. xix. 

bottle xrv. - OF. botele, botaille (mod. bou- 
teille) medL. butticula, dim. of late L. buttis 
BUTT4. 

bottom A. lowest surface or part OE.; valley, 
dell (surviving in place-names); foundation xv; 
B keel of ship, hull xvi. OE. botm = OS. bodom 
(Du. bodem ), corr. with variation of suffix to ON. 
botn, and parallel to OE. bodan, corr. to OHG. 
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bodam (G. boden ground, earth) Gmc. 
*bubm- *bupn- IE. *bhudhm(e)n-, f. *bhudh-, 
whence also L. fundus, Skr. budhna-. Sense B 
is from Du. 

bottomry borrowing on the security of a ship 
xvi. - Du. bodemerij, f. bodem bottom; see -ry. 

botulism poisoning by a bacillus found m in¬ 
fected sausages, etc. xix. f. L. botulus sausage 
+ -ism, after G. botulismus. 

boudoir lady’s private room. xvm. - F boudoir 
prop, ‘place to sulk in', f bouder pout, sulk, of 
imit. origin; see -oir. 

bougainvillaea xix. f. name of Louis Antoine 
de Bougainville, French navigator (1729-1811). 

bough fshoulder; t(Sc.) limb; limb of a tree. OE. 
bog, bo/i = MLG. boch, buch (LG. boog), MDu. 
boech (Du. boeg), shoulders, bows of a ship, 
OHG. buog (G. bug), ON. bogr shoulder Gmc. 
*b03uz IE. *bhdghus, repr. also by Gr. pakhus, 
pekhus fore arm, Skr. ba.hu- arm, etc. 

bouillon broth, xvm. - F., f. bouillir boil2. 
boulder xm. First as bulder ston, of Scand 
orig.; cf. Sw. dial, bullersten, buldurstajn, perh 
orig. a stone that causes a rumbling noise in 
water (cf. Sw. buller sb., bullra vb. rumble), 

boulevard broad tree-lined walk. xvm. - F. - 
G. bollwerk bulwark; orig. applied to a prom¬ 
enade laid out on the horizontal portion of a 
rampart in a demolished fortification, 

bounce First in the vb. (bunsen fbeat, thump 
xiii); the application to loud explosive noise, 
blustering, and bounding like a ball appears in 
vb., sb., and int. in early xvi; poss. from LG., but 
perh. of independent imit. orig. 

bound1 tlandmark xm; boundary; pi. territory; 
limit of action xiv. - AN. bounde. OF. bun(n)e, 
bunde, bonde, earlier bodne medL. bodina, 
earlier butina, of unkn. orig. Cf. bourn1. Hence 
bound vb. flimit xiv; form the boundary of xvn 
boundless xvi. 

bound2 tready xm; prepared to go, destined xrv. 
ME. bun, boun - ON. buinn, pp. of bua prepare 
(cf. bower'); the final d of bound (xvi) may be 
purely phonetic, as in sound3, but is prob. in 
part due to assoc with bound3 

bound3 obliged, fated, destined, xiv. Shortened 
form of bounden 

bound4 frebound; spring upwards, xvi. - (O)F. 
bondir resound, (later) rebound Rom. *bom- 
bitire, for late L. bombitare, var of bombilare. 
So bound sb. xvi. - F. bond 

boundary xvn. alt. of (dial.) bounder (xvi), f 
bound' vb. + -er'. 

bounden pp (OE. bunden) of bind, formerly 
used in various senses of the vb., in modern 
times mainly in the sense beholden, indebted’ 
(xvi), and in echoes of the phr. bounden duty 
(xvi). 

bounder (si.) A. ffour-wheeled dog-cart or trap; 
B. ill-bred fellow, xix. f. bound4 + -er'. 

bounteous xrv. ME. bounte(v)ous, f. OF. bontif, 
ive benevolent (f. bonte bounty); see -eous. 

bounty tgoodness, excellence; gracious liberal¬ 
ity xm; gift, gratuity xvm. - (O)F. bonte L. 
bonitds, at-, f. bonus good; see -ty2. Hence 
bountiful xvi. 

bouquet xvm. - F. bouquet (earlier, clump of 

trees), f. dial, var of OF. bo{i)s wood (cf. bush1); 
see et 

bourdon tundersong xiv; (f. modF.) bass stop 
in an organ xix. - (O)F bourdon drone Rom. 
*burdo, on-, of imit. orig Cf. burden2. 

bourgeois xvi (orig., French citizen of the 
trading middle class) - (O)F. bourgeois, earlier 
burgeis (see burgess); adj xvm. 

bourn1 (arch.) boundary, limit, xvi. - (O)F. 
borne, earlier bodne bound’. 

bourn2 var. of burn1. 

bourse money exchange, spec. (B-) French 
stock exchange, xix. - F. bourse purse, 

boustrophedon alternately from right to left 
and from left to right, xvn - Gr., f. boiis ox (see 
cow')a stroph- (cf. strophe). 

bout tcircuit; (dial.) length of a furrow and back 
again; round of exercise, fighting xvi var of 
ibought (xv) bend, fold, turn, prob. - LG. bucht 
(see bight); assoc, with bout, aphetic form of 
about. 

bovine xix - late L. bovinus, f L. bos, bov-\ see 
cow', -ine' 

bow1 weapon for shooting arrows OE.; transf. 
to various bent objects xiv OE boga bow, rain 
bow, arch = OS. bogo, OHG. bogo (G. bogen), 
ON. bogiGmc. *bojan-, f. *bu3-, short stem of 
*beu3an (cf. bow2). 
bow2 bend (esp the body) OE.; cause to bend 
xiii; incline the head in salute xvii. OE. bu- 
gan = MLG. bugen, MDu. bughen (Du. buigen), 
corr. to OHG. biogan (G. biegen), Goth biugan 
Gmc. *beu3an (cf. bow'). The obvious con¬ 
nections outside Gmc. have -g- (to which Gmc. 
k- should corr.), viz. L fugere, Gr. pheugein flee, 

Skr. bhuj bow, bend. Hence bow sb. xvii. 

bow3 fore-end of a boat xv. - LG boog, Du. boeg, 
see bough and cf. bowline, bowsprit, which are 
earlier. 

bowdlerize xix. f. the name of Dr T. Bowdler, 
who in 1818 published an edition of Shake 
speare’s works ‘in which those words and ex¬ 
pressions are omitted which cannot with 
propriety be read aloud in a family’; see -ize. 

bowel intestine, gut. xiii. ME. b{o)uel - OF. 
b(o)uel, boiel (mod. boyau) L. botellus pud¬ 
ding, sausage, small intestine, dim. of botulus 
sausage. 

bower' fdwelling; inner apartment, lady’s 
apartment OE ; arbour xvi. OE. bur = OS., OHG. 
bur (G bauer birdcage), ON. burGmc. *buraz, 
-am, f. *bu- dwellIE. *bhu- (see be). 

bower2 either of two anchors carried at the 
bows. xvii. In full bower anchor, f. bow3 + -er‘. 

bowie(-knife) large slightly-curved knife, xix. 
f. name of Colonel James Bowie (d. 1836). 

bowl1 basin. OE. bolla, bolle, corr to OS bollo 
cup, OHG. bolla bud, globular vessel. 

bowl2 fball; globular body used in games; (pi.) 
game with bowls, xv - (O)F boule L. bulla 
(see bull2). Hence as vb. xv 

bowler low-crowned stiff felt hat. xix. f. name 
of John Bowler, London hatter 

bowline (naut.) rope connecting the weather 
side of a sail with the bow. xm (in ONF and AN 
boeline xii xm). - MLG bollne, MDu. boechlijne. 
f. boeg bow3 + lijne line1. So bowsprit spar 
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running out from the stem of a vessel, xm. 
- (M)LG. hogspret, MDu. boechspriet (see sprit). 

box1 evergreen tree Buxus. OE. box - L. buxus - 
Gr.puxos. 

box* receptacle of wood, etc. Late OE. box. 
prob. - *buxem, for late L. buxidem, acc. of buxis, 
var. of L. pyxis (see pyx). 

box* blow, slap (now usu. on the ear), xrv. of 
unkn. orig. Hence box vb. xvi; whence boxer 
pugilist xvih. 

box4 phr. box the compass repeat the points of 
the compass in order and backwards; (fig.) make 
a complete revolution; (in full box-haul) veer a 
ship round on her keel. xvni. prob. f. Sp. bojar 
(boxar) sail round - MLG. bbgen to bend, bow, f. 
base of bow' *. 

box-calf xix. f. name of Joseph Box, London 
bootmaker. 

boy fmale servant; youth or man of low estate; 
‘fellow’, knave’ xm; young male child xiv; 
native servant, negro slave xvn. ME. boi(e), 
prob. aphetic - AN. *abuie, *embuie, pp. of OF. 
embuier fetter L. *imboidre, f. im-‘ + boia fet¬ 
ter - Gr. boeiai (doral) ox-hides, f. bous ox, cow1. 
The primary meaning would be ‘man in fetters’, 
hence ‘slave’, ‘serf. 

boycott xix (first used of the action of the Irish 
Land League against those who incurred its hos 
tility). f. name of Captain C. C. Boycott (1832-97), 
who was a victim of such treatment as agent for 
the estates of the earl of Erne, Co. Mayo, Ireland, 
at the hands of the tenants. 

brace’tguard for the arm xrv; pair, couple xv; 
clasp, strap xiv; (archit.) strengthening band; 
carpenter’s tool to hold a bit xvi; (typogr.) 
bracket xvn. - OF. brace two arms or their 
extent (mod. brasse fathom) L. bracchia, pi. 
of bracchium arm (whence F. bras) - Gr. 
brakhion. Some senses depend upon brace2. 

brace* tembrace, gird xiv; make tense or firm 
xv. - OF. bracier embrace, f. brace (see prec.); 
the later sense is direct from the sb. 

bracelet xv. - (O)F. bracelet, dim. of bracel 
L. bracchiale, f. bracchium arm; see brace', 

-IAL. 

brachy- comb, form of Gr. brakhus short, as in 
brachycephalic having a short or broad head 
xix; brachylogy conciseness of speech xvii. - 
late L - Gr. 

bracken xiv. ME. broken - ON. *brakni (cf. Sw. 
broken. Da. bregne). 

bracket projection serving as a support xvi; 
(typogr.) one of the marks ()U{1 xvm (earlier 
brace). Earliest forms brag(g)et - F. braguette 
codpiece, or Sp. bragueta codpiece, bracket, 
dim. of F. brogues (pi.) breeches - Pr. braga. It. 
(arch.) braga (mod. braca, pi. brache breeches). 
The source is L. braca, pi. brdcee breeches, long 
hose, of Gaulish origin (see breech). It has been 
suggested that the bracket of architecture and 
ship building was so called from its resem¬ 
blance to a codpiece or a pair of breeches. 
See -ex. 

brackish saltish, xvi. f. tbrack salty, brine 
(xvi) - MLG., MDu. brae (LG., Du. brak), of 
unkn. orig.; see -ish\ 

bract (bot.) small leaf below calyx, xvm. - L. 

bractea thin plate of metal, gold leaf. So brac- 
teate xix; see -ate*. 

brad thin flat small-headed nail. xv. var. of 
(dial.) brod shoot, spike, prick (xn) - ON. 
broddr=OE. brord point, spike, blade of grass, 
OHG. brort edge, margin Gmc. *brozdaz. 
Hence bradawl xix 

brae steep bank. xm. Sc. and north. ME. bra 
- ON. bra eyelash = OE. brxw eyelid, OS., 
OHG. brawa (G. braue) eyebrow; the sense- 
deveiopment is parallel to that of brow. 

brag First as tadj (xin-xvn), which means (i) 
‘spirited, brisk, mettlesome’, and (ii) ‘boastful’; 
sb. and vb. (xrv) denote arrogant, boastful, or 
pompous behaviour, of unkn. orig. So braggart 
xvi. - F. bragard, f. braguer vaunt, brag; see 
-ARD. 

braggadocio idle boaster or swaggerer xvi; 
boasting xvm. Spenser’s name for his per¬ 
sonification of vainglory (F.Q. n. iii. Argt.); f. 
r-less form of braggart 4- -occio, It. augm. suffix. 

Brahmin member of the priestly or learned 
caste of Hindus, xiv (bragman\ cf. AL. Brag- 
mannus xm). Early forms reflect mainly late L. 
pi. Brachmdnae, -mani, -manes, corr. to Gr. 
Brakhmdnes - Skr. brahmand- one of the caste, 
f. brahman- priest. 

braid fmove with a sudden movement; inter¬ 
weave, plait OE.; (from the sb.) bind or orna¬ 
ment with braid xvm. OE. str. vb. bregdan 
= OS. bregdan, OHG. brettan, ON. bregda 
Gmc. * bregdan, of unkn. orig. Hence braid sb. 
tsudaen movement xm; plait xvi; plaited fabric 
XVIII 

brail (naut.) pi. small ropes for trussing up sails, 
xv. - OF. brail, braiel :- medL. bracale waist- 
belt, f. braca (see bracket). Hence brail vb. xvn. 

braille embossed printing for the blind, named 
after the inventor, Louis Braille (1809-52). 

brain OE. braegen = MLG. bragen, bregen, 
(M)Du. brein Gmc. *bra3nam, a word of 
the LG. area, prob. ult. rel. to Gr. brekhmos, 
bregmos forehead. Hence brain vb. xrv. 

braise xvm. - F. braiser, f. braise hot charcoal 
(cf. BRAZIER2). 

brake1 thicket. OE. bracu, corr. to MLG. brake 
branch, etc.; prob. f. *brak- *brek- break’, the 
orig. sense being ‘broken wood’; perh. re¬ 
inforced in ME. from LG. 

brake* fern, bracken, xrv. perh. shortening of 
bracken, through the apprehension of this as a 
pi. form. 

brake* apparatus for retarding the motion of 
a wheel, xvm. prob. spec, use of tbrake bridle, 
curb (xv-xvm) - MDu. braeke, rel. to breken 
break'. 

brake4 see break2. 
bramble OE. brxmbel, later form of brxmel, 
bremel, f. the base repr. in OE. brom broom; 
see -le’. 

bran xm. ME. bran, bren - (O)F. bran, \bren 
bran, (now) excrement, filth; of unkn. orig. 

branch xm. - (O)F. branche late L. branca, 
of unkn. orig. 

brand' piece of burning wood OE.; mark made 
with a hot iron; stigma xvi; trade-mark xix. OE. 
brand = OHG. brant (G. brand), ON. brandr 
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Gmc. *brandaz, f. *bran- *bren- burn2. Hence 
brand vb. xrv. 

brand2 (poet.) sword. OE. brand= MHG. brant, 
ON. brandr, perh. a use of prec. 

brandish xrv. - (O)F. brandiss-, lengthened 
stem of brandir Rom. *brandire, f. Gmc. 
*brandaz brand2; see -ish2. 

brand-new, bran- xvi. perh. f. brand' + new. 

as if meaning ‘fresh from the furnace’, 
brandy xvn. Earlier brand(e)wine, alt. later 
to brandy wine, whence ellipt. brandy - Du. 
brandewijn, f. branden bum, roast, distil (f. 
brand fire, brand’) + wijn wine. 

brant-goose see brent. 

brash brittle xvi; rash, impetuous xix; 'raw', 
showy xx; of unkn. orig. 

brass OE. £>ra?s = OFris. bres, MLG. bras\ of 
unkn. orig. 

brassie, brassy wooden golf-club shod with 

brass, xix. f. brass + -y‘. 

brassiere xx. - F. brassiere camisole, etc., f. 

bras arm (see brace'). 

brat xvi. of unkn orig. 
bravado xvi. - Sp. bravata (- It., f. bravo bravo), 

with alt. of suffix (see -ado). 

brave xv. - F. brave - It. bravo bold, ac 
complished, or Sp. bravo courageous, fine 
Rom. *brabus, for L. barbarus barbarous, 

through *brabarus. So brave vb. xvi. - F. 
braver, f. brave (after It. bkavare). bravery 
xvi. - F. braverte or It. braveria. 

bravo cry of approval, xvm. - F. - It. (see prec.). 
bravura xvm. - It., f. bravo brave; see -ure. 

braw (Sc.) fine, excellent, xvi. var. of brawf, 
brave. 

brawl vb. xrv, sb. xv. of unkn. orig., perh. imit. 
brawn fleshy part, muscle; flesh of the boar or 
swine, now esp. as collared, boiled, etc. xrv. - 
AN. braun, OF. braon fleshy part, esp. of the 
hind leg - Gmc. *brddon (OHG. brato, G. braten 
roast flesh; cf. synon. OE. braede, and braedan 
roast); prob. ult. rel. to breath, brood. 

bray' tcry out xm; of animals, now esp. of the 
ass xrv. - (O)F. braire Rom. *bragere, perh. of 
Celtic orig. 

bray2 crush small, xrv. - AN. braier, OF. breier 
(mod. broyer) - Gmc. *brekan break'. 

brazen made of brass. OE. braesen, f. braes brass; 

see -EN*. Hence brazen vb. face impudently 
xvi. 

brazier' worker in brass, xrv. prob. f. brass on 
the model of gloss, glazier. 

brazier2 pan for holding burning charcoal, etc. 
xvn. - F. brasier, f. braise hot coals (see braise). 

breach breaking xrv; gap in a fortification xv. - 
(O)F. breche Gallo-Rom. *brecca - Frankish 
*breka, f. *brek- break'; cf. OHG. brecha. 

bread OE. bread = OS., (M)LG. brod, OHG. brot 
(G. brot), ON. braudGmc. *braudam, of unkn. 
orig. 

breadth xvi. f. tbrede breadth (OE. braedu, 
OHG. breiti (G. breite), ON breidd, Goth, brai- 
deiGmc. *braidjon, abstr. sb. f. *braid broad) 

I- -TH1; Cf. LENGTH, WIDTH 

break' sever into parts OE. brecan = OS. bre- 
kan, OHG. brehhan (G. brechen), Goth, brikan 
Gmc. *brekan, IE. base *bhreg- *bhrg-, whence 

also L. frangere break. The pt. brake began 
to be displaced in xv by broke (after the pp. 
broken). 

break2, brake carriage-frame; large wag¬ 
gonette. xix. perh. identical with tbrake cage, 
rack (xvi), frame (xvii), of unkn. orig. 

breaker' one who or that which breaks xn; 
heavy ocean-wave breaking on the shore xvii. 
f. break' + -er'. 

breaker2 (naut.) small keg. xix. - Sp. bareca, 
var. of barrica, f. stem repr. in barrel. 

breakfast xv. f. phr. break one’s fast (xrv); see 
break', fast2. 

bream fresh water fish of genus Abramis. xiv. - 
OF. bre(s)me (mod. breme) - WGmc. *brexsman- 
beside *braxsman- (OS. bressemo, OHG. brab- 
sema (G. brachsen, brassen)). 

breast OE. breost (freq. in pl.) = OS. briost, ON. 
brjost Gmc. ‘breustam, parallel to a fern, 
cons.-stem *brusts repr. by OHG., G. brust, Goth. 
brusis 

breath todour OE.; fvapour, respiration xm; 
air from the lungs xrv. OE. breed odour, ex¬ 
halation Gmc. *brsbaz IE. *bhretos, f. 
*bhre- burn,.heat, as in OE braedan roast, and 
brood. Hence breathe xm. 

breech usu. pi. breeches OE. brec (pi. only) 
= OS. brok, OHG. bruoh, ON. brok Gmc. 
*broks, of uncert. ong. 

breed vb. OE. bredan = OHG. bruotan(G. briiten) 
WGmc. *brddjan, f. *brod- brood. Hence 

breed sb. xvi. 
breeze' fnorth(-east) wind xvi; cool wind from 
the sea (or land) on tropical coasts; light wind 
xvn. prob. - OSp., Pg. briza (Sp. brisa) north¬ 
east wind. 

breeze2 small cinders, xvm. - F braise, earlier 
brese hot charcoal, half-burnt coal. 

brent(-goose), also brant-goose, kind of wild 
goose, Bernicla brenta. xvi. perh. rel. (with ref. 
to variegation of colour) to branded, brended, 
brinded (all xvi), for which see brindled. 

brethren pi. of brother. 

breve ME. breve (xm), var. of brief in various 
senses; (mus.) orig. the shortest note of the 
series large, long, breve (xv), after medL. brevis; 
in mod. usage (xvii), after It. breve, note equal 
to two semibreves, the longest now used, 

brevet official document granting privileges 
xrv; (in the army) xvii. - (O)F. brevet, f. br{i)ef 
brief'; see -et. 

breviary tepitome xvi; (eccl.) book containing 
the Divine Office for the year xv. - L. brevidrium 
summary, abridgement, f. breviare abridge, 
abbreviate. 

brevity xvi. - AN. brevete, (O)F. brievete, f. bref, 
fern, brieve brief2; see -ity. 

brew make ale, beer, etc. OE. breowan- OS. 
breuwan, OHG. briuwan, bruwan (G. brauen, 
brducn), ON. brugga Gmc. *breu{w)an, f. IE. 
*bhreu- *bhru-. Hence brewery xvm. prob - 
Du. brouweriy, earlier brewhouse xiv. brew- 

ster brewer (see ster). 

briar1’2 see brier1’2. 

bribe tpurloin, steal xiv; corrupt by means 
of gifts xvi. - OF. bri(m)ber beg, be a men 
dicant = Sp. bribar beg; of unkn. orig So 
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briber fthief, vagabond, scoundrel xrv; tone 
who levies blackmail or accepts bribes; one 
who gives bribes xvi. orig. - AN. bribour, OF. 
bribeur beggar, vagabond; later f. the vb.; see 
er 1. bribery ft heft xrv; fexaction of money; 

offer or acceptance of bribes xvi. - OF. briberie. 
Hence bribe sb. xv. 

bric-a-brac xix. - F., f. phr. fa brie et a brae at 
random, of unkn. orig. 

brick xv. prob. introduced by Flemish work¬ 
men and so - MLG., MDu. bri(c)ke (whence also 
(O)F brique, which prob. reinforced the adop¬ 
tion from LG ); of unkn. orig. 

brickbat piece of brick xvi; (fig.) un¬ 
complimentary remark, etc. xvn. f. brick + bat1 
(in sense flump xrv, fpiece of brick xvi). 

bridal (arch., except in attrib. use, which from 
late xvi has been furthered by assoc, with adjs. 
in -al') wedding feast, (later) wedding. Late OE. 
brydealu, f. bryd bride (in attrib. use equivalent 
to ‘marriage’)-i-ealu ale, i.e. ale-drinking, 

bride OE. bryd = OS. brud, OHG. brut (G. braut), 
ON. brudr, Goth, brupsGmc. *brudiz, of unkn. 
orig. Hence bridegroom OE. brydguma = OS 
brudigomo, OHG. brutigomo (G. brdutigam), 
ON. brudgumi, alt. by assim. to groom, brides¬ 
maid xvm, earlier bridemaid xvi 

bridge' elevated structure (often arched over 
water) forming a passageway between two 
points. OE. brycg = OS. bruggia, OHG. brucca 
(G. briicke), ON. bryggja Gmc. *bru3jo. Hence 
vb. OE. bryegian. 

bridge3 card game based on whist, xix. of unkn. 
orig. 

bridle OE. bridel = OFris. bridel, (M)Du. breidel, 
OHG. brittii, WGmc. deriv. of *bre^d-, see braid, 

-le‘. Hence bridle vb. OE. bridlian. 
brief1 letter of authority xrv; letter patent from 
the sovereign as head of the Church xvi; (leg.) 
summary of the facts of a case for the in¬ 
struction of counsel xvn. - AN. bref, OF. brief 
L breve (in late L., summary), n. of brevis (see 
next). 

brief3 of short duration, xrv. ME. bref - (O)F. 
brefL. brevis. Cf. brevity. 

brier', briar1 prickly bush OE; species of wild 
rose xvi. OE. (Angl.) brer, (WS.) brier, of unkn. 
orig. 

brier2, briar2 white heath. Erica arborea, the 
root of which is used for tobacco pipes, xix 
(bruyer). - (O)F. bruyere heath Gallo-Rom. 
*brucdria, f. *brucus - Gaulish *hruko, assim in 
form to prec. 

brig xvm. Shortening of brigantine3, but ap¬ 
plied to a ship of a different rig. 

brigade xvn. - (O)F. brigade - It. brigata troop, 
company, f. brigare be busy with, f. briga strife, 
contention, which has been referred to Gmc. 
*brekan break; see -ade. So brigadier xvii. - F. 

brigand -flight-armed irregular foot-soldier 
xrv; bandit xv. - (O)F - It. brigante, sb. use of 
prp of brigare (see prec ). Hence brigandage 
xvi; after F. 

brigandine, -tine' chain or body armour, 
xv - (O)F. brigandine, f. brigand brigand (in 
the earlier sense); see -ine3 

brigantine3 tsmall vessel attending on larger 

ships xvi; two-masted vessel xvn. - F. brigantin 
- It. brigantine, f. brigante; see brigand, -ink*. 

bright OE. beorht, Anglian berht, late Nhb. 
breht = OS. ber(a)ht, OHG. beraht, -eht, ON. 
bjartr, Goth, bairhts Gmc. *berxtaz, f. EE. 
*bhereg-, repr. also by Skt. bhrajate shine, Lith. 
breksta dawns, W. berth beautiful, 

brill flat-fish, Scophthalmus rhombus, having 
brilliant spots, xv. Also brell, prylle xv, prill 
xvn, pearl xvn-xrx, of obscure connections and 
unkn. orig. 

brilliant xvn (not frequent before xvm). - F. 
brillant, prp. of briller shine - It. brillare, of 
unkn. orig. See beryl. 

brim fborder, margin, brink xm; edge of a cup, 
etc.; projecting rim of a hat xvi. of obscure 
history, but corr. in sense to MHG. brem (G. 
bra(h)me), ON. barmr edge, 

brimstone sulphur, xn. The earliest forms are 
brynstan etc., continued as brinston etc. till 
xvi; prob f. OE. bryne ( = ON. brunt) burning 
+■ stone; a common ME. var. brenston is due to 
ON. brennisteinn, forms in brim- appear c. 1300. 

brindled brown with streaks of other colour, 
xvn. alt. (prob. by assoc, with grizzled, speckled) 
of (arch.) brinded (xvi), earlier tbrended (xv), f. 
tbrende, prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. ON. brdnddttr 
brindled, f. brandr burning), 

brine OE. brine = MDu. brine (Du. brijn), of 
unkn. orig. 

bring OE. bringan = OS., OHG. bringan (G. 
bringen), Goth, brigganGmc. *breijzan. 

brink xm. ME. also brenk - ON. *brenkon, corr. 
to MLG. brink edge of a field, (brow oft a hill 
(whence G. brink hill), MDu. brine (Du. brink 
grassland), of unkn. orig. 

briony see bryony. 

briquette block of compressed coal-dust. xix. - 
F., dim. of brique brick; see -ette. 

brisk fsmart, spruce xvi; quick and active; 
sharp (in various senses) xvi. prob. - F. brusque 
brusque, but the connection of sense is not 
clear. 

brisket breast of a beast, xrv (brusket). prob. - 
AN. *brusket, *brisket, vars. of OF. bruschet, etc. 
(mod. brechet), poss. f. ON. brjosk cartilage, 
gristle; see -et. 

bristle sb. xm. ME. brustel, bristel, brestel, 
pointing to OE. *brystel, *byrstel, corr. to OS. 
*brustil, (M)Du. borstel, f. the base repr. by OE. 
byrst bristle, OHG. burst (G. borste), ON. burst, 
bursti. 

Britain xm. ME. Bretayne - OF. Bretaigne 
(mod. -agne)L. Brittania, -annia, f. Brit(t)anni 
Britons = Gr. Bret(t)anoi, Pret(t)anoi. (OE. 
Breoten, Breten, Bryten - L. Brittones, cf. 
British.) 

British pert, to ancient Britons OE.; pert, to 
Great Britain xrv OE. Brettisc, Brit-, Bryt-, 
f. Bret, pi. Brettas, etc., based on L. Britto (pi. 
Brittones), or OCelt. * Britto or *Brittos\ see -ish' . 

Briton xm. - (O)F. Breton - L. Britto, -on- (see 
prec.). 

brittle ME. britil, bretil, brutil point to deriv. 
from bryt-, f. mutated form of Gmc. *brut-. weak 
grade of *breutan (OE. breotan = ON. brjota) 
break up, of unkn. orig. See -le3. 
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broach A. tpointed rod or pin; roasting-spit 
xrv; church spire xvi; tapered boring-bit xvm. 
B. (f. the vb.) tperforation with a tap xv. - (O)F. 
broche spit (see brooch). So broach vb. pierce 
xrv; give vent to xvi. - (O)F. brocher 

broad OE. brad = OS. bred. (O)HG. breit, ON 
breidr, Goth, braips Gmc. *braipaz, of unkn. 
orig. 

brocade textile fabric with raised figures, xvn. 
Earlier broca(r)do (xvi) - Sp., Pg. brocado, 
with blending of F. brocari - It. broccato, lit. 
‘embossed stuff’, f. broco twisted thread; see 
-ADE. 

broccoli kind of cauliflower, xvn. - It. broccoli, 
pi. of broccolo cabbage sprout or head, dim. of 
brocco shoot. 

broch (archaeol.) prehistoric tower-like struc¬ 
ture in north. Scotland, xvn (brugh, brogh, 
burgh), var. of burgh. 

brochure xvm. - F., lit. ‘stitching’, f. br ocher 
stitch; see -ure. 

brock (dial.) badger. OE. broc(c) - OBrit. *brok- 
kos (W , Com., Bret, broch. Ir., Gael, broc, OIr 
brocc). 

brogue1 rough shoe of Ireland and the Scottish 
Highlands xvi; pi. those, trousers xvn; strong 
outdoor shoe xix. - Ir., Gael brog (OIr. broc) - 
ON. brok (see breech). 

brogue* strongly marked provincial (esp Irish) 
accent, xvn. perh. the same word as prec. used 
in playful allusion to the foot-gear of Ir or Sc. 
speakers. 

broil' turmoil, quarrel, xvi. f. \broil vb. confuse, 
disturb (cf. embroil) - AN. broiller, (O)F. brouil- 
ler. earlier brooillier Rom. *brodiculdre. Cf. 
IMBROGLIO 

broil’ fbum xrv, grill xrv. Earliest forms (Sc.) 
brul3e, broille, bru(y)le - OF. bru(s)ler (mod. 
briiler) bum Rom. *brustulare, perh. f. Gmc 
*brun- *bren- burn* + L. ustuldre bum up. 

broker tpedlar, small trader; second-hand 
dealer; middleman xrv; appraiser or seller of 
distrained goods xix. Late ME. broco{u)r - AN. 
brocour, beside abrocour, corr. to Pr. abrocador 
broker, abrocatge brokerage, beside brocatge 
charge on wine; of unkn. ong. Hence broker¬ 
age xv; repl. tbrokage (xrv) - AN brocage. 

brolly (colioq.) unexpl. alt. of umbrella, xix. 
bromine (chem.) non-metallic element, xix f. 
F. brome (formerly also used in Eng ), f. Gr 
brdmos stink + -inf,*; so named from its strong 
irritating smell. 

bronchia branches of the bronchi, xvii. - late 
L. - Gr. n. pi brogkhia. f brdgkhos windpipe, 
whence late L bronchus, pi. -i the branches of 
the windpipe. So bronchial xvm, bronchitis 
xix. - modL. 

bronco (U S.) half tamed horse, xix - Sp. 
bronco rough, rel. to OF. bronche. It. bronco 
block, lump 

brontosaurus xix. f Gr brontt thunder 
4 sauros lizard. 

bronze xvm. - F - It. bronzo. of uncert. orig. 
brooch xm. - (O)F. broche spit, long needle 
Rom. *brocca spike, sb use of fern of L. broc- 
c{h)us projecting. 

brood progeny, offspring. OE. brod, corr to 

OHG. bruot (G. brut), f. Gmc. *brod-, f. *bro- 
warm, heat. Hence brood vb. sit on eggs xv, 
hover over xvi; meditate intensely xvm. broody 

(a broody hen) inclined to sit OE.; tprolific. OE. 
brodig, see y'. 

brook1 small stream. OE. broc, corr. to LG. and 
HG. words meaning ‘marsh, bog’. MLG brok. 
(M)Du. broek. OHG. bruoh (G. bruchy, of unkn. 
orig 

brook* fenjoy, use OE.; (lit.) put up with, en 
dure xvi. OE. britcan str. vb. = OS briikan, OHG. 
bruhhan (G. brauchen use, want, need) (cf. 
Goth, brukjan), f. Gmc. *bruk make use ofIE 
*bhrug-, whence L.frui enjoy (see fruit). Weak 
inflexions occur xrv. 

broom yellow-flowered shrub OE.; sweeping 
implement, orig. one of broom twigs xv. OE 
brom, corr. to MLG. bram, OHG. brdmo, brdma 
(cf. G. brombeere blackberry), also MLG. breme. 
brum me Cf. bramble. 

broth OE. brod = OHG. brod, ON. brod Gmc. 
*bropam, f. *bru , base of brew 

brothel fworthless fellow xrv; fprostitute xv; 
bawdy-house xvi. ME. brobel, f. OE. dbroden 
gone to ruin, pp. of breodan deteriorate, de¬ 
generate, of unkn. orig. In the present sense, 
short for fbrothel-house, etc., by assoc, with 
earlier tbordel (- (O)F.), which it superseded 

brother OE. brodor, OS. brodar, OHG. bruodar 
(G. bruder), ON. brodir, Goth, brobar Gmc 
*bropar IE. *bhrdter, whence Skr. bhratr, Gr 
phrdter, L.frdter, OS1. bratrii, OCelt. *brater (Ir., 
Gael, brathair, W. brawd, Breton breur). 

brougham one-horse closed carnage, xix f. 
name of Henry Peter, Lord Brougham (1778 
1868). 

brow feyelash, eyelid; arch of hair above the 
eye OE.; projecting edge of a hill, etc. xv, fore 
head xvi. OE. bru. Gmc *brus IE. *bhrus, 
whence also Gr. ophrus, Lith. bruvis, Skr. bhrus. 

brown OE. brun = OS., OHG. brim (Du. bruin, 
G. braun), ON. brunn Gmc. *brunaz. Re 
inforced in ME. from (O)F. brun - Gmc. OE. 
brun, ME. broun, ON brunn, OHG. brun were 
applied to burnished or glistening surfaces; see 
BURNISH. 

brownie benevolent sprite, xvi. f. brown r -ie, 
-Y*. 

browse sb. young shoots and twigs, cattle 
fodder; vb. crop and eat, feed on leaves, etc xvi 
ult. - early mod. F. broust (now brout) bud, 
young shoot, brouster (now brouter) crop, prob 
of Gmc. orig.; but the loss of / in Eng. is difficult 
to account for. 

Bruin, bruin common or brown bear. xvn. - 
Du. bruin brown, used as a proper name in 
‘Reynard the Fox’ (whence its isolated early 
occurrence in Caxton’s transl ). 

bruise (orig ) crush, mangle, (now) injure by 
a blow or pressure without breaking skin. OE. 
brysan (whence ME. bruae, brise), rel. to OE 
brosman crumble, decay. With this coalesced 
bruse, bro(y)se, later bruise - AN. bruser, OF 
bruisier (mod. briser) break, smash, of unkn 
ong. Hence bruise sb fbreach xv; contusion 
xvi. 

bruit (arch.) noise, rumour, xv - (O)F. bruit, 
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sb use of pp. of bruire roarRom. *brugere, alt. 

of L. rugire roar by assoc, with *bragere bray'. 

Hence as vb. xv. 
brumby (Austral.) wild or unbroken horse, 
xrx. of unkn. orig. 

Brummagem counterfeit, sham. xvii. dial, 
form of the name of Birmingham, England, used 
allusively, orig. with ref. to the counterfeit 
groats made there c.1680, more recently to the 
cheap plated and lacquer ware manufactured 
there. 

brunette xvii. - (O)F. brunette, fern, of brunet, 
dim. of brun brown; see -ette. 

brunt fblow, attack xrv; shock; (chief) stress 
xvi. of unkn. orig. 

brush' (dial.) loppings of trees xiv; (U.S., etc.) 
thicket xvi. ME. brusche - AN. brousse, OF. 
broce, brosse (whence F. broussaille) Rom. 
*bruscia, perh. f. L. bruscum excrescence on 
the maple. 

brush1 utensil for sweeping, etc. xrv - OF. 
broisse, (also mod.) brosse, perh. to be identified 
with prec.; cf. broom. Hence vb. xv. 

brush* frush xiv; move briskly by, past, etc. 
xvii. poss. - OF. brosser go through brushwood, 
f brosse brush'. Hence sb. forcible rush or en¬ 
counter. xiv. 

brusque xvii. - F. brusque lively, fierce, harsh - 
It. brusco sour(-looking), tart, a use of the 
sb. = Sp.; Pg. brusco butcher’s broom Rom. 
*bruscum, perh. blend of L. ruscum butcher’s 
broom with *brucus heather (see brier1). Cf. 
BRISK. 

brutal fanimal xv; inhuman, brutish xvi. - 
(O)F. brutal or medL. brutalis, f. L. brutus 
brute+ al'. Hence brutality xvi. brutalize 
xviii. - F. So brute adj. (esp. in brute beast) of 
the lower animals xv; brutish; irrational xvi; sb. 
lower animal xvii. - F. brut(e) - L. brutus heavy, 
stupid, dull. Hence brutish xv; see -ish‘. 

bryology science of mosses, xix. f. Gr. bruon 
mossy seaweed + -logy. 

bryony climbing plant of genus Bryonia, xvi. - 
L. bryonia - Gr. bruonid. Earlier tbrione (xiv) - 
OF. brione. 

Brythonic pert, to the Celts of South Britain, 
xix. f. W. Brython Britons (:- Celtic *Brittones, 
pi. oi*Britto Briton) + -ic. 

bubble sb. and vb. xiv. prob. imit., like the par¬ 
allel Du. bobbel(en), G. dial, bobbel, bubbel, -en, 
Sw. bubla. Da. boble, perh. in part a modification 
of the earlier burble. 

bubo inflamed swelling in groin or armpits, 
xrv. - medL. bubo, on- swelling - Gr. bouMn 
groin, swelling in groin. Hence bubonic xix. 

buccal pert, to the cheek(s). xix. f. L. bucca 
cheek, mouth; see -al'. 

buccaneer jcurer of flesh on a barbecue; sea 
rover, xvii. - F. boucanier, f. boucaner cure flesh 
on a boucan or barbecue (Tupi mokaem). The 
sb. and vb. boucan, buccan (from the F. sb. and 
vb.) appear earlier in xvii. The orig. application 
was to French and English hunters of oxen and 
swine in San Domingo and Tortugas. 

buck A. male of deer; the-goat OE.; B. tfellow 
xiv; gay, dashing man xviii. (i) OE. buc male 
deer = OHG. boc (G. bock), ON. bukkr, bokkr 

Gmc. *bukkaz, (ii) OE. bucca he-goat = ON. bokki 
my good fellow, old buck *bukkan-\ prob. of 
IE. orig. (cf. OIr. bocc he-goat, Arm buc lamb, 
Av. biiza-, Skr. bukka he-goat). Hence buck vb. 
(dial.) dress up (i.e. like a ‘buck’ or smart fellow); 
(si.) cheer up; hurry up xix. 

bucket xiii. - AN. buket, buquet tub, pail (cf. 
AL. bo-, bukettum xiii), perh. f. OE. buc belly, 
pitcher = MLG. buk, OHG. buh (G. bauch), ON. 
bukr body; see -et. 

buckle sb. xiv. - (O)F. boucle metal ring, boss 
of a shield L. buccula cheek-strap of a helmet, 
boss of a shield, dim. of bucca cheek. Hence 
buckle vb. fasten with a buckle xiv; (after F. 
boucler) bend under stress xvi. See -cle. 

buckler small round shield, xiii. ME. bocie)ler - 
OF. bocler, b(o)ucler(mod. bouclier), orig. adj. in 
escu boucler shield having a boss, f. boucle boss 
(see prec.) + -er -er2 

buckram ffine linen or cotton fabric xiv; 
coarse linen or cloth stiffened xv. ME. 
boker{h)am - AN. bukeram, OF. boquerant 
(mod. bougran), obscurely f. Bukhara, name 
of a town in Turkistan. 

buckshee (si.) extra rations; adj., adv. gra- 
tuitous(ly). xix. alt. of baksheesh. 

buckthorn shrub Rhamnus catharticus. xvi. f. 
buck + thorn; transl. modL. cervi spina ‘stag’s 
horn’. 

buckwheat ceral of genus Fagopyrum. xvi. - 
MDu. boecweite, MLG. bokwete (LG. bookweten), 
f. boek, bok (see beech) + weite wheat. 

bucolic pastoral, rustic; sb. pi. pastoral poems, 
xvi. - L. bucolicus - Gr. boukolikos, f. boukolos 
herdsman, f. bous ox (see cow'); see -ic. 

bud’ flower or leaf not opened, xrv. ME. bodde, 
budde, of unkn. orig. Hence bud vb. xiv. 

bud2 (U.S.) infantile or negro alt. of brother. 

Also buddy (-Y®). xix. 
budge stir. xvi. - (O)F. bouger, prob. = Pr. 
bolegar disturb oneself. It. bulicare bubble up 
Rom. *bullicare bubble, f. L. bulla bubble, 

budgerigar xix. Austral, aboriginal name, f. 
budgeri good+gar cockatoo, 

budget tpouch, wallet xv; bundle, stock xvi; 
annua] estimate made by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (who was formerly said to ‘open his 
budget’) xviii. - OF. bougette, dim. of bouge 
leather bag L. bulga, see -et. 

buff' blow, buffet (surviving only in blind- 

man’s-buff). xv. - OF. buffe BUFFET1. 

buff2 A. fbuffalo, wild ox xvi; B. (earlier buff 
leather) leather of buffalo hide, hence of ox hide; 
military attire (orig. of this leather) xvi; the bare 
skin xvii; C. light brownish-yellow (hence as 
adj.) xviii. prob. - F. buffle buffalo. 

buffalo xvi. prob. immed. - Pg. bufalo (mod. 
bufaro), corr. to It. bufalo (whence F. buffle) 
late L. bufalus. L. bubalus - Gr. boubalos ante¬ 
lope, wild ox. 

buffer' fellow, xviii. prob. ult. from an imit. 
base *buff- blow, puff , make the sound of a soft 
blow, whence the meanings ‘stammerer’ xiv, 
‘soft fellow’ (dial.); see next. 

buffer2 device for deadening the force of con¬ 
cussion. xix. prob. f. buff vb., sound as a soft 
body when struck. 
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buffet' blow. xm. - OF. (now dial.) buffet, dim. 
of buffe, of imit. orig. So buffet vb. xm. 

buffet* sideboard, cupboard in a recess xvm; 
refreshment bar xix. - F , of unkn. orig 

buffoon clown, xvi. - F bouffon - It. buffone, f. 
buffare puff (prob. with allusion to puffing out 
the cheeks as a comic gesture), of imit. orig.; see 
-OON. 

bug1 fobject of dread, xrv. The earliest of several 
words of similar form and meaning, the con¬ 
nections of which are obscure; viz. tbog, tbog¬ 
gard, (dial) bogle, bogle-bo, bugaboo, bugbear, 
and the more recent bogey. Comparison with 
W. bwg. bwgan ghost, hobgoblin, bwgwl fear, 
threat, is inevitable, but it is uncertain how 
these forms are related. 

bug* insect, beetle; bed-bug, Cimex lectularius 
xvi. of unkn. orig 

bugaboo bogey, bugbear, xvm. prob. of dial, 
orig.; cf. W. bwcibo the Devil (bwci hobgoblin, bo 
scarecrow). Corn, buccaboo. See bug1. 

bugbear thobgoblin; object of dread, xvi. app. 
f. bug1 + BEAR1. 

bugger sodomite xvi (bouguer, bowgard)-, (vul¬ 
gar) coarse term of abuse; also fellow, chap 
xvm. - MDu. - (O)F. bougre theretic, (arch.) 
sodomite, (colloq.) ‘chap’ medL. Bulgarus 
Bulgarian, heretic (the Bulgarians being so 
regarded as belonging to the Greek Church). So 
buggery xrv. - MDu. buggerie (OF. bouguerie). 

buggy light horse-vehicle, xvm. of unkn. orig. 
bugle' fbuffalo, bull; kind of horn (short for 
bugle horn horn of a wild ox used as a drink¬ 
ing vessel and as a musical instrument), xiv. 
- OF. bugle L. buculus, dim. of bos ox (see 
cow1) 

bugle* plant of the genus Ajuga. xm. - late L. 
bugula. 

bugle* tubular glass bead. xvi. of unkn. orig. 
bugloss boraginaceous plant, xv. - F. buglosse 
or L. buglossus - Gr. bouglossos lit. ‘ox-tongued’, 
f. boiis ox (see cow1) +gldssa tongue (cf. gloss). 

build OE. byldan (cf. by Ida builder), f. bold 
dwelling, house, var. of botl=OS. bodl, ON. bol 

Gmc. *buplam, f. *bu- dwell (see bower1). 
bulb fonion xvi; ‘root’ of onion, etc. xvn; round¬ 
ish dilatation, spec, of a glass tube xvm. - L. 
bulbus = Gr. bolbos onion, bulbous root. Hence 
bulbous xvi; cf. F. bulbe (xvi), bulbeux. 

bulge twallet, pouch xm; bottom of a ship’s hull 
xvii; (f. the vb.) protuberance xvm. - (O)F. 
bouge - L. bulga leathern sack, bag, of Gaulish 
orig.; the second sense is of obscure orig. (cf. 
bilge). Hence bulge vb. stave in the bottom of 
a ship; also intr. xvi; protrude xvii. 

bulk A. cargo (in bulk, in large unbroken quan¬ 
tities) xrv; fheap xv; B. fbelly, trunk, body xiv; 
large body, huge frame xvi; C. magnitude, vol¬ 
ume, mass xv. In A -ON. (cf. Olcel. bulki 
cargo); in B perh. at first an alt. of tbouk, OE. 
buc belly = OS. buk, OHG. buh (G. bauch), ON. 
bukr Gmc. *bukaz\ in C prob. transf. use of 
either A or B. Hence bulk vb. (in several 
unconnected uses) xvi. bulky xv. 

bulkhead upright partition in a ship xv; roof 
of a stall xvm. f. tbulk stall (- ON. bdlkr 
partition, etc.) + head. 

bull1 male of the ox, etc. Late OE. bula (in place- 
names), ME. bole - ON. boli, corr. to MLG. bulle, 
MDu. bulle, bolle (Du. but), f. a base whence the 
OE. dim. bulluc bullock. 

bull* papal edict xm; official seal xiv. ~ (O)F. 
bulle - L. bulla bubble, round object, in medL. 
seal, sealed document; cf. boil*. 

bull* tjest; expression containing contradiction 
in terms or implying ludicrous inconsistency 
xvii. of unkn. orig 

bullace species of wild plum. xiv. - OF. buloce, 
(also mod.) beloce sloe Rom. *bullucea, f. *bul- 
luca, perh. of Gaul. orig. 

bulldose, -doze (US.) intimidate (orig 
Negroes) by violence, xix. f. bull1, the second 
element being uncertain. Hence bulldozer xix 
(person), xx (machine). 

bullet tcannon-ball; ball for small-arms. xvi. - 
F boulette, dim of boule ball (bowl*). 

bulletin tnote, warrant, etc. xvii; short account 
or report xvm. - F. - It. bulietino, boll- safe- 
conduct, pass, f. bulletta passport, lottery ticket, 
dim . of bulla bull*. 

bullfinch1 finch of the genus Pyrrhula. xiv. f. 

bull1 + finch; so called from its large head and 

squat form. 

bullfinch* high quickset hedge with a ditch, 
xix. The first el. is presumably bull1 ; the second 
el. may be a corruption of fence. 

bullion xiv. - AN. bullion, which appears to 
mean ‘mint’, var. of (O)F. bouillon Rom 
*bullio, on- boiling, f. L. bullire boil*. 

bullock Late OE. bulluc, dim. of bull1; see ock. 

bully1 tsweetheart; fine fellow xvi; bravo, 
swashbuckler, (hence) tyrannical coward xvn; 
thired ruffian; tprotector of prostitutes xvm. 
prob. - (M)Du. boel(e) (MHG. buole, G. buhle) 
used as a term of endearment or reproach, 

bully* (now esp. U.S.) capital, first rate. xvii. 

perh. arising from attrib. use of prec. 
bully* (also bully beef) corned beef. xvm. - F. 
bouilli boiled beef, sb. use of pp. of bouillir 
BOIL*. 

bullyrag, ballyrag (orig. U.S.) tbully; use 
abusive language of. xvm. of unkn. orig. 

bulrush xv. perh. f. bull1 (as later used in 
bullfinch1, bullfrog, in the sense ‘large’ or 
‘coarse’) + rush1. 

bulwark rampart, fortification xv; raised side 
of a ship xix. immed. source doubtful, but prob. 
ult. a comp, of the words repr. by bole and 
work; cf. late MHG. bolwerk ballista, 
fortification. 

bum fundament, buttocks, xiv. ME. bom. of 
unkn. orig. Hence bum-bailiff xvn. 

bumble-bee xvi. f. tbumble frequent, of ME. 
bumme, bumbe, bombe boom, buzz (see -le’) 

4- BEE. Cf. HUMBLE-BEE. 

Bumbledom official pomposity and stupidity 
xix. f. Bumble (prob. to be assoc, with prec.) 
name of the domineering beadle in Dickens’s 
‘Oliver Twist’; see -dom. 

bumboat fscavenger’s boat on the Thames 
xvii; boat for the carriage of small merchandise 
xvm. prob. f. Du. bom bluff-bowed fishing-boat, 

bummalo small fish, Harpodon nehereus, of S. 
Asia. xvn. perh. - Marathi bombil(a). 
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bummaree middleman in the fish trade at 
Billingsgate, xvm. of unkn. orig. 

bump imit. of a heavy dull blow; its result, 
swelling, protuberance xvi. The sb. and vb. 
appear about the same time; perh. of Scand 
orig ; cf. MDa. bumpe strike with fist. Hence 
bump vb. fswell, bulge xvi; strike heavily xvn. 
bumper full glass of drink xvn; anything un¬ 
usually large xix; f. + bumping (xvi) prp. adj. 
huge, ‘thumping’. 

bumpkin xvi. The earliest ex., with the gloss 
Batavus Batavian, suggests that it was orig. 
applied joc. to Dutchmen; perh. - Du. boomken 
little tree, or MDu. bommekijn little barrel, used 
fig. for ‘squat figure’. 

bumptious xix. joc. f. bump, after fractious; 

cf. the fig. uses of bounce and bounder. 
bun' kind of cake. xiv. ME. bunne, of unkn. orig 
bun’ (now U.S.) squirrel xvi; (dial.) rabbit xix. 
Cf. bunny. Of unkn. orig. 

bunch thump, swelling xiv; tbundle xiv, col¬ 
lection of similar things xvi. of unkn. orig. 

buncombe early var. of bunkum. 

bundle +A. bandage xiv; B. collection of things 
bound together xrv. orig. perh. repr. OE. byndele 
binding, taken in concrete sense = OS. bundilin, 
OHG. gi-buntili (G. bundet), but reinforced later 
by (if not wholly due to) LG., Du. bundei, f. Gmc. 
*bund- (*bend- *band-) bind. 

bung stopper, xv. - MDu. bonghe, varying with 
bomme and bonde (whence MDu. bonne, beside 
Du. bom), of doubtful orig. 

bungalow xvn (bungale). - Gujarati bangalo - 
Hind, bangla belonging to Bengal, 

bungle xvi. prob. of symbolic formation, like 
synon. and contemp. fbumble 

bunion xvm. Formerly also bunnian. -on, bun 
yan, -on: rel. to dial. (E. Anglian) bunny swell¬ 
ing, earlier bony (xv), and obs. dial. (Essex) 
boine - OF. buigne (mod. bigne) bump on the 
head. 

bunk' sleeping-berth in a ship, etc. xix. of unkn. 
orig ; perh. rel. to bunker. 

bunk2 (si.) be off, make off. xix. of unkn. orig. 
bunk* (si.) short for bunkum, xx. 
bunker chest or box often serving as a seat xvi 
(Sc. boncure, etc.; bunker xvn); sandy hollow on 
a golf-course xix; storage room for coal or oil 
fuel xix. Not Eng. before xix; of unkn. orig. 

bunkum political chicanery or clap-trap; hum¬ 
bug. xix. Said to be f. Buncombe name of a 
county in North Carolina, U.S.A., the member 
for which, it is reported, in a debate in Congress 
persisted in speaking, declaring that he was 
bound to ‘make a speech for Buncombe’, 

bunny tterm of endearment for a woman or a 
child; rabbit, xvii. f. bun2 + -y*. 

bunsen xix. f. name of R. W. von Bunsen (1811 - 
99), German chemist, applied to a gas-burner, 
lamp, etc., invented by him. 

bunt1 baggy part of a sail, net, etc. xvi. of unkn 
orig. 

bunt* push, butt. xix. of unkn. orig. 
bunting’ bird of the sub-family Emberizinae. 
xiii. of unkn orig.; perh. f. a base meaning ‘short 
and thick’, buntintg) being used in this sense 
from c.1600. 

bunting2 open made woollen stuff for flags; 
flags collectively, xvm (also -ine). of unkn. orig.; 
perh. connected with (dial.) bunt sift, boult, as 
if orig. ‘boulting-cloth’. 

buoy xiii. Earlier forms boy(e), buy, buie, bwoy: 
prob. - MDu. f>o(e)ye(Du. boei), perh. - OF. boie, 
buie chain, fetter L. boia, esp. pi. boiae - Gr. 
boeiai (sc dorai) straps of ox-leather, f. boiis (see 
cow1). 

buoyant xvi. - OF. bouyant or Sp. boyante 
light-sailing, prp. of boyar float, f. boya buoy; see 
-ant. Hence buoyancy xvm. 

bur, burr3 rough or prickly seed-vessel or 
flower-head xrv. perh. of Scand. orig.; cf. Da 
burre bur, burdock, Sw. kardborre burdock, 
perh. rel. to bristle. 

burble fform bubbles, flow with bubbling 
sound xiv; (revived or formed afresh by Kipling) 
talk with a continuous murmur xix. of imit. 
orig.; there are similar and synon. forms in 
Rom., e g. Sp. borbollar bubble, gush, barbullar 
talk loud and fast, It. borbugliare. 

burbot freshwater fish. Lota lota. xiv. - F. bour- 
botte, earlier bourbet(t)e, prob. f. hour be slime, 
mud; see -et. 

burden1, (arch.) burthen load. OE. byrden 
= OS. burthinna WGmc. *burpinjo, f. *burpi- 
(see birth) + -en2; cf., with different suffix, OHG. 
burdi (G. biirde), Goth, baurpei. Forms with d 
appear xii, cf. murder; for u repr. OE. y cf. 
blush. Hence burden vb., fburdenous, bur¬ 
densome. xvi. 

burden2 tbass, ‘undersong’; refrain xvi; chief 
theme xvn. Later form of bourdon, assim. to 
prec. as if with the notion that the bass or the 
refrain was ‘carried’ by the melody or the song, 

burdock xvi. f. bur + dock'. 

bureau writing-desk with drawers; office, 
xvn. - F. bureau orig. woollen stuff, baize, used 
for covering writing-desks. So bureaucracy 
xix. 

burgee (naut.) small three-cornered flag, yacht 

flag. xvm. perh. for *burgee's flag. i.e. owner’s 

flag; - F. bourgeois (see burgess) in the sense of 

‘master’, ‘owner’. 

burgeon sb. (arch.) bud. xiii. - OF. bor-, burjon 
(mod. bourgeon) Rom. *burrion-, f. late L. 
burra wool (whence F. bourre tag-wool, flock- 
wool, etc.). So burgeon vb. xiv. - (O)F. 
bourgeonner. 

burgess inhabitant of a borough xiii; par¬ 
liamentary representative xv. ME. burge(i)s, 
borges - OF. burgeis Rom. *burgensis, f. late 
L. burgus borough + -ensis (cf. -ese). 

burg(g)rave hereditary ruler of a town in Ger¬ 
many. xvi. - G. burggraf, f. burg borough +graf 
count. 

burgh Sc. form of borough since xrv. 
burgher citizen, xvi. - G. or Du. burger, f. burg 
borough. 

burglar xv. - AN. burgler - AL. burg(u)lator, 
varying with AN burge(y)sour, -issour, and AL. 
burgdtor, -isor, with corr. vb. AL. burg{u)lare 
and noun of action AN. burglarie (whence bur¬ 
glary xvi; see y2). all apparently f. a base 
*burg-, repr. by OF. burgier pillage, plunder, 
agent-noun burgur, AL. burgdria, -eria, -atio 
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burglary. Hence burglarious xvm. burgle vb. 
xix;joc. back-formation. 

burgomaster chief magistrate of a Dutch or 
Flemish town. xvi. - Du. burgemeester, f. burg 
borough, with assim. to master 

burial fgrave xm: interment xv. ME. buriel, 
biriel, spurious sg. of buriels, OE. byrgels = OS. 
burgisliGmc. *bur3isli-, f. *burj- (see bury) + 

*-isli-\ see -al2. 

burin engraving-tool. xvn. - F., rel. to It. burino 
(bulino), which has been referred to OHG. boro 
auger (see bore1). 

burke suffocate, stifle; ‘smother’, hush up. xix. 
f. name of William Burke, executed at Edin¬ 
burgh in 1829 for smothering people in order to 
sell their bodies for dissection, 

burlesque tdroll; derisively imitative; sb. 
burlesque composition, xvn. - F. - It. burlesco, 
f. burla ridicule, fun; of unkn. orig.; see -esque. 

burly feomely, imposing, stately xm; hence as 
a conventional epithet in ME. ‘noble’; massively 
built, corpulent xiv. ME. borli, burli, -lich, 
prob. OE. *burlic ‘fit for the bower’ = OHG. 
burlih exalted, excellent, stately; see bower1, 

-ly\ 

burn1 stream, brook. OE. burna wk. m., burne 
wk. fern., burn str. fern., corr. to MLG. born(e), 
MDu. borne, Du., G. born, repr a metathetic 
form of Gmc. *brunnan-, -az, in OS., OHG. 
brunno (Du. bron, G. brunnen), ON. brunnr, 
Goth. brunna\ ult. orig. unkn. 

burn2 A. be on fire. B. consume with fire. In 
meaning repr two OE. verbs: (i) an intr. str. vb. 
birnan, beornan\ (ii) a trans. wk. vb. bsernan. 
Both verbs contain metathesized forms of Gmc. 
*bren- *bran* OE. birnan, var. of brinnan = OS., 
OHG., Goth. brinnan\ OE. baernan = OS., OHG. 
brennan (G. brennen), ON. brenna, Goth. 
brannjan. Hence bum sb. xvi. 

burnet plant of the genus Sanguisorba or Po- 
terium. xrv. sb. use of ME. burnet (xn) dark- 
brown - OF. burnele brunette. 

burnish xiv. f. burniss-, lengthened stem (see 
-ish2) of OF. burnir, var. of brunir, f. brun 
brown. 

burnous hooded mantle worn by Arabs. 
xvii - F. - Arab, burn us - Gr. birr os kind of 
cloak. 

burr1 rough edge on cut metal, etc. xvii. prob. 
same word as bur. Hence as vb. xix. 

burr2 uvular pronunciation of r, characteristic 
of Northumberland xvm; rough whirring sound 
xix. prob. imit., but perh. transf. application of 
bur to a ‘rough’ sound. 

burrow sb. xm. ME. borw3, borow. prob. var. of 
borough in the sense of ‘fortified or inhabited 
place’. Hence burrow vb. make a burrow xvm; 
fig. xix. 

bursar A. treasurer xm; B. (Sc.) endowed stu¬ 
dent, exhibitioner xvi. In A - medL. bursarius, 
f. bursa purse; in B - F. boursier, f. bourse purse; 
see -ar. So bursary treasury, bursar’s office 
xvi; student’s endowment xvm. - medL. 
hursaria. 

burst (tr. and intr.) OE. str. vb. berstan = OS., 
OHG. brestan. ON. bresta Gmc. *brestan; IE. 
*bhrest- is repr. also in OIr. brissim I break, 

Gael. bris. The form burst for al! parts 
prevailed by the end of xvi. Hence burst sb. 
XVII. 

burthen var. of burden1. 

burton (naut.) tackle-block used to tighten rig¬ 
ging. xv orig. in Breton or Brytton takles, pre¬ 
sumably a use of Breton of Brittany 

bury OE. byrganWGmc. *bur3jan (cf. burial), 

f. *bur3- *ber3-, base of OE. beorgan shelter, pro¬ 
tect (see BOROUGH), 

bus xix Short for omnibus. 

busby flarge bushy wig xvm; tall fur cap of 
hussars, etc. xix. of unkn. orig.; cf., however. 
buzz wig (xviii-xix), and the local use of buzz 
for various hairy or downy objects. 

bush1 shrub xm. Early forms are buss(ch)e, 
boisshe, buysche, pointing to an OE. *bysc; beside 
this, in northern and eastern areas there was a 
form busk (xm) - ON. buski. There were also 
ME. forms with -o-, viz. bosk (xm), surviving 
dial., beside bosh, bossche (xiv-xv); these were 
perh. - OF. bos(c), vars. of bois wood. 

bush2 metal lining of a hole, etc. xv. - MDu. 
busse (Du. bus) bush of a wheel (see box2). Hence 
bush vb. xvi. 

bushel dry measure of capacity, xiv. - OF bois- 
sel (mod. boisseau); perh. of Gaul. orig. 

business fsolicitude OE.; (industry, diligence 
xm; occupation, pursuit xiv; affair xvi. OE 
bisignis, f. bisig busy + -ness. 

buskin half-boot; high thick-soled boot worn in 
Attic tragedy, xvi. prob. - late OF. bouzequin, 
var. of bro(u)sequin (mod. brodequin), corr. to 
Cat., Sp. borcegui, Pg. borzeguim. It. borzac 
chino, of unkn. orig. 

buss (arch.) sb. and vb. kiss. xvi. of uncert. orig.; 
cf. earlier fbass (xv). 

bust1 sculpture representing head, shoulders, 
and breast xvii; female bosom xvm. - F. buste - 
It. busto, the Rom. word is of unkn. orig. 

bust2 vulgar and dial, pronunc. of burst, xvm. 

bustard bird of the genus Otis, xv (earlier as 
a surname), perh. - AN. *bustarde, blending of 
OF. bistarde and oustarde (mod. outarde) L 
avis tarda ‘slow bird’; but the bustard is a swift 
bird, and the L. term may be a perversion of a 
foreign word. 

bustle1 bestir oneself busily, xvi. perh. alt. of 
■\buskle, frequent, of busk prepare, hurry (- ON. 
buask), see -le. Not certainly identical with ME. 
bustele (xiv). 

bustle2 frame or pad thrusting out a woman’s 
skirt behind, xvm. of unkn. orig 

busy constantly or fully occupied OE.; offi¬ 
ciously active xiv; marked by activity xvi. OE. 
bisig, later bysig (ME. bilsi, besy, bisy) = MLG., 
MDu. besich (Du. bezig), of unkn. orig. Hence 
busybody xvi. 

but fadv. outside; prep, foutside, except; unless, 
if . . not OE.; adversative coni. xm. OE. 
b(e)utan = OS. b(i)utan, OHG. biuzan, WGmc. 
comp, of *be, *bi by and *iitana from without 
(see out). 

butcher xm. ME. bo(u)cher - AN var. of OF. 
bo(u)chier (mod. boucher); f. OF., Pr. boc (F. 
bouc) he-goat, prob. - OCelt. *bukkos\ see buck, 

-er* Hence butcher vb. xvi. So butchery 



butler 

slaughter-house, butcher’s shop xiv; butcher’s 
trade xv; (brutal) slaughter xvi. - (O)F. 
boucherie. 

butler servant having charge of the wine-cellar, 
xm. - AN. buteler, OF. bouteillier, f. bouteille 
bottle; see -er4. 

butt' strike, thrust (now with the head), intr. 
xn; trans. xvi. - AN. buter, OF. boter (mod. dial. 
bouter put), of Gmc. orig. 

butt* (locally) applied to various flat-fish. xiii. - 
MLG. but, MDu. but(te), bot(te), whence also 
G. butt(e), Sw. butta turbot, Da. bot flounder; 
prob. rel. to LG. but, MDu. bot stumpy. Cf. hali¬ 
but. 

butt* mark for archery practice (orig. em¬ 
bankment holding targets) xrv; tgoal, object xvi; 
target for ridicule, etc. xvii. prob. - (O)F. but, of 
unkn. orig.; perh. infl. by F. butte (cf. butte) 
rising ground, knoll, (also) target. 

butt4 cask for wine, etc. xiv. In AL. butta (xm), 
bota (xiv) - AN. but, var. of OF. bo(u)tlate L. 
buttis, perh. based on Gr. buttne, var. of puttne 
osier-covered flask. (Cf. bottle.) 

butt5 thicker end of a thing; (dial.) buttock xv; 
base of a tree-trunk xvii. rel. to the base of which 
buttock seems to be a deriv. and which is repr. 
by words meaning ‘short and stumpy’, as Du. 
bot (butt1). 

butte (U.S.) isolated hill or peak. xix. - F. (cf. 
BUTT5). 

butter OE. butere, corr. to OHG. butera (G. but¬ 
ter), Du. boter, WGmc. - L. butyrum - Gr. 
bouturon. The L. word is repr. in Rom. by OF. 
burre (mod. beurre), Pr. buire. It. butirro. 

buttercup xvii. prob. blending oft butter/lower 
(xvi, after Du. boterbloeme) with goldcup or 
kingcup. 

butterfly Late OE. buttorfleoge, f. but 
ter + fly1; cf. Du. botervlieg, G. butterfliege and 
buttervogel ( bird). 

butterscotch xix. perh. orig. of Scotch 
manufacture. 

buttery (orig.) store-room for liquor, (hence) 
for provisions in general, xiv (boteri). - AN. bot¬ 
er ie, *buterie, prob. f. but butt4; see -ery. An 
earlier term was tbotelery (xm) - OF. butelerie, 
bouteillerie, f. bouteille bottle. 

buttock (chiefly pi.) rump. xm. Formally 
identical with OE. buttuc (once) prob. end ridge 
of land, rounded slope, cf. butt (xm) ridge, strip 
of land; see -ock. 

button xrv. - (O)F. bouton, f. boter (see butt1). 
buttress xm. ME. butras, -es, boterace, -as - OF. 
bouterez (ars bouterez ‘thrusting arch’), in 
flexional form of bouteret, f. bouter butt'; the 
ending was assim. first to -ace, and thence in xvi 
to -ess. 

butty (dial.) partner, mate; middleman in 
mining, xix. prob. evolved from the phr. play 
booty (xvi) join with confederates to share 
plunder’ with them. 

butyric (butyric acid, found in rancid butter) 
xix. f. L. butyrum butter + -ic. 

buxom fobedient, compliant xn; fflexible; 
fblithe, gay; plump and comely xvi. ME. buh 

byword 

sum, etc., repr. OE *(ge)buhsum, f. (ge)bugan 
bend, bow1 +-some'. 

buy pt., pp. bought OE. bycgan = OS. buggian, 
ON. byggja, Goth, bugjan; Gmc. wk. vb. of unkn. 
orig. 

buzz' make a sibilant humming sound, xvi. 
Earlier busse (xiv), hence as sb. xvii; of imit. 
orig. 

buzz1 epithet of a large bushy wig. xviii. abbrev. 

of busby. 

buzzard xm. - (O)F. busard, based like OF. 
buson (whence F. base) on L. buteo, on-, of 
unkn. orig.; see ard. 

by alongside; in the course of; according to, in 
relation to; marking the means or instrument 
(ult. superseding from, through, of) OE.; mark¬ 
ing the agent (ult. superseding of, from) xiv. OE. 
bi, unstressed bi, be = OS., OHG. bt (Du. bij, G. 
bei), Goth, bi Gmc. *bi, prob. identical with 
the second syll. of Gr. amphi, L. ambi- (see ambi-, 

am phi-), OE. ymb(e)- around. Cf. be-, before, 

behind, beside, betimes, by-, by-and-by. 

by- the adv. by used attrib. and entering into 
composition with a sb. in the senses lying or 
situated at one side’, ‘out of the way’, ‘running 
alongside and apart’, ‘devious’, as by-path, by 
way (xiv), ‘collateral’, ‘side-’, as by-play, by¬ 
product (xix), ‘additional’, ‘subsidiary’, as 
by-name (xiv), by-election (xix). 

by-and-by (adv. phr.) tone by one, in 
succession, on and on xiv; fstraightway xv; 
shortly, before long xvi. prob. originating in the 
use of by to denote succession, as in Ay two and 
two, by little and little, ME. bi sixti and bi sixti. 

bye fsecond or subsidiary object or course xvi; 
phr. by the bye (i) as a subsidiary matter xvii, 

(ii) ‘by the way’ xviii. The usual sp. of by when 
used sb., but varying with by, ellipt. use of by 

meaning secondary’, subsidiary’, e.g. as opp. 
to main in dicing, referring to stake, throw, or 
chance, and in various sports, 

bye-bye’ sounds to lull a child to sleep xv; (nur¬ 
sery colloq., also bye-byes) sleep xix. 

bye-bye* xviii. colloq. and child’s var. of 
GOOD-BYE. 

bygone past xv; sb. pi. things past; arrears xvi 
(orig. Sc., and hardly naturalized in England be¬ 
fore xviii). f. by adv past’ + pp. of go. 

by-law, bye-law A. local law or custom estab¬ 
lished by common consent xm; B. ordinance 
regulating internal matters made by a local 
authority or corporation xiv. In A orig. var. with 
birlaw (xm) - ON. *byjarlagu, f. gen. sg. of byr 
habitation, village, town (f. *bu-, cf. bower1) 

+ *lagu law; in B alt. of this by substitution of 
by sb. town and by assoc, with by-. 

byre cow-house. OE. byre, prob.*burjam, rel. 
to *buram bower'. 

byssus fine textile fabric, xvii. - L. - Gr. bussos, 
of Sem. orig. Earlier repr. by ME. biis, bys - OF 
bysse. 

byword proverb xii; person etc. taken as typi 
cal xvi. Early ME. biword, preceded by late OE. 
biwyrde = OHG. piwurti, rendering L. pro- 
verbium, see by- and word. 



cab xix. Shortening of cabriolet Hence cabby 
cab-driver; see -y*. 

cabal tcabbala; private intrigue; clique, xvii. - 
F. cabale - medL. cab(b)ala, see cabbala. Hence 
cabal vb. conduct an intrigue xvii; cf F. 
cabaler 

Caballero Spanish gentleman, xix. - Sp., = F 
chevalier. It. cavaliere cavalier. 

cabaret French tavern xvii; restaurant, etc., 
offering entertainment xx. - (0)F., prob. of 
Walloon orig. 

cabbage1 green vegetable with a round heart, 
xrv. Earliest forms cabache, -oche - (O)F. ca- 
boche head, Picard var. of OF. caboce, of unkn. 
orig. 

cabbage3 shreds of cloth cut off by tailors and 
kept as a perquisite, xvii (also garbage, car- 
bage). of unkn. orig. Hence cabbage vb. pilfer, 
crib, xviii. 

cabbala oral tradition handed down from 
Moses to the Rabbis; tradition of mystical in¬ 
terpretation of the O.T. xvi. - medL. - Rab 
binical Heb. kabbalah tradition, f. kibbel 
receive, accept, admit. Hence cabbalist xvi, 
-istic xvii, -istlcal xvi. 

caber (Sc.) pole, spar xvi. - Gael, cabar = Ir. 
cabar, W. ceibr beam, rafter. 

cabin thut, tent; tcell; fcave, den; compartment 
in a ship xiv; rude habitation xv; tpolitical cabi¬ 
net (only xvii). ME. cabane, ult. (perh. via (O)F. 
cabane - Pr. cabana) - late L. capanna, ca- 
vanna, spellings with -in appear xvi. 

cabinet thut, tent; tsmall chamber; froom for 
exhibiting works of art, etc.; case for keeping 
valuables xvi; fcouncil room, body of coun¬ 
cillors (orig. cabinet council) xvii. Early vars. 
are cabanet, cabtb)oneV, perh. f. cabane, 
cabon cabin, after F. cabinet (xvi), if the Eng 
word is not to be considered as directly - F.; 
see -et. 

cable xm. - AN., ONF. *cable, var. of OF. chable 
(mod. cable - Pr.) - late L. cap(u)lum halter - 
Arab, habl, assoc, with L. capere seize, hold (cf. 
heave); perh., however, immed. - Pr. cable, and 
in any case reinforced by (M)LG., (M)Du. kabel. 
Applied c.1850 to a rope-like line used for sub¬ 
marine telegraphy; hence cable vb. send a 
message by cable; cablegram message so sent 
xix. 

cabochon gem polished but not faceted xvi. - 
(O)F. cabochon, dim. of caboche head (see 
cabbage1). 

caboodle (orig. U.S.) often whole caboodle 
whole lot; varying with whole kit and boodle 
(- Du. boedel whole of one's possessions), of 
which it may be a contraction, xix 

caboose cook-house (galley) of a ship xviii; 
(U.S.) guard's van. etc., on a train xix. - early 
modDu. cabuse, var. com base (now kabuis, kom- 
buis) = (M)LG. kabuse, of unkn. orig 

cabotage coasting trade, xix. - F., f. caboter 
coast along, perh. f. tcabo (xvi) - Sp cabo cape2. 

cabriole curved leg in Queen Anne and 
Chippendale furniture, its form suggesting a 
leaping animal’s front leg xviii - F., f. cabrioler, 
see next. 

cabriolet (hist.) light two-wheeled one-horse 
vehicle, xviii. - F., f. cabrioler, later form of 
caprioler - It. capriolare leap into the air, f. 
capriola capriole; see -et, so named from its 
springiness. 

ca’canny ‘going slow' at work. xix. f. Sc. and 
north. Eng. phr ca' canny (i.e. call vb., in Sc. 
from xrv ‘drive’, canny used adv. ‘warily’) drive 
cautiously, go warily or carefully, 

cacao seed from which cocoa is prepared, xvi. 
- Sp. - Nahuatl cacauatl (uatl tree) See also 
COCOA2. 

cachalot sperm-whale, xviii. - F. - Sp , Pg. 
cachalote, of unkn. orig. 

cache xix. - F , f. cacher hide (see next), 
cachet (Sc.) seal xvii; stamp, mark xix. - F , f. 
cacher (in the sense of ‘press’ repr. now in eca 
cher crush) Rom. *coacticare, for L. coactare 
constrain, f. coact-, pp stem of cogere compel, 
f. co- con- + agere drive (see act). 

cachexy depraved condition or habit, xvi. - F. 
cachexie or late L. cachexia - Gr. kakhexia, f. 
kakos bad + hexis habit, state, f. ekhein have, be 
(in a certain state) So cachetic xvii. 

cachinnation immoderate laughter, xvii. - L. 
cachinnatid, on-, f. cachinnare, of imit. orig., 
whence cachinnate vb xix See -ates, ation 

cachou fcATECHU xviii; sweetmeat for sweet¬ 
ening the breath xix. - F. - Pg. tcacho, cachu - 
Malay kachu. 

cackle make a noise as a hen. xm. perh. - 
(M)LG., (M)Du. kdkelen, of imit. orig. (but partly 
f. kdke jaw (cheek)) See le2. 

caco- repr. Gr. kako stem of kakos bad, as in 
cacod(a)emon xvi (Gr. kakodaimon) evil 
spirit, cacography xvi (F. cacographie, medGr. 
kakographia) bad writing or spelling, caco¬ 
phony xvi (F cacophonic, Gr. kakophonia) dis¬ 
cordant sound. 

cactus tcardoon xvii; prickly plant with thick 
fleshy stems xviii. - L. - Gr kaktos cardoon or 
Spanish artichoke (of Sicily); the name was 
adopted by Linnaeus for a genus of entirely dif¬ 
ferent prickly plants, 

cad xviii. Shortening of caddie 
cadaver xvi. - L. cadaver, prop, ‘fallen thing', f. 
cadere fall. So cadaverous xv. - L. cadaverdsus 
(see -ous). 

caddie farmy cadet xvii; ferrand boy, porter, 
commissionaire xviii; golfer’s attendant xix. 
orig. Sc. (earliest form caudie) - F cadet. 

caddis(-worm, -fly) xvii. contemp. with 
synon. (dial.) cadbait, codbait, cadew, of unkn. 
orig 
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caddy small box for holding tea. xvm. alt. of 
catty (xvi) weight of 1$ lb. - Malay kati. 

cadence rhythm xiv; fall of the voice; close of a 
musical phrase, etc. xvi. - OF. - It. cadenza - 
popL. *cadentia, f. cadent-, prp. stem of cadere 
fall. So cadency fcadence xvn; (her.) descent of 
a younger branch from the main line xvm; see 
-y*. cadenza (mus.) flourish at a cadence, xix 
-It. 

cadet younger son, etc.; gentleman in the army 
without a commission xvn; junior officer xvm. - 
F. cadet, earlier capdet - Gascon dial, capdet 
Rom. *capitellus, dim. of caput head, chief; orig. 
applied to Gascon officers (younger sons of 
noble families) at the French court, 

cadge fcarry (a pack) xvii; go about begging xix. 
of obscure orig.; perh. back-formation from 
cadger orig. carrier, itinerant dealer xv (first 
in Sc.), of unkn. orig. 

cadmium xx. f. tcadmia calamine (xvii). 

cadre frame(work); permanent establishment 
of a regiment xix. - F. - It. quadro L. quadrus 
square. 

caecum (anat.) blind end of the first part of 
the large intestine, xvm. - L. (intestinum) caecum 
blind (gut), n. sg. of caecus blind; tr. Gr. tuphlbn 
enter on. 

Caesarean, -ian pert, to the delivery of a child 
by cutting through the walls of the abdomen, as 
was done, according to legend, at the birth of 
Julius Caesar, xvii. - L. Caesarianus or f. Caesa- 
reus\ see -ean, -ian. 

caesium (chem.) metallic element, xix. - 
modL., n. of L. caesius bluish-grey; after names 
in -ium. 

c(a)esura (pros.) division of a foot between 
two words, xvi. - L. caesura lit. cutting, f. caes-, 
pp. stem of caedere cut; see ure. (Early forms 
tcesure, fce{a)sure may be - F. cesure.) 

cafe coffee-house, xix. - F. - It. caffe coffee. 

cafeteria (orig. U S.) restaurant in which cus¬ 
tomers serve themselves, xx. - Amer. Sp cafe¬ 
teria coffee shop, f. Sp. cafetero maker or seller 
of coffee, f. cafe coffee. 

caffeine (chem.) alkaloid found in the coffee 
and tea plants, xix. - F. cafeine, f. cafe coffee; 

see -ine®. 

caftan oriental under-tunic, xvi. - Turk, kaftan, 
partly through F. cafetan. 

cage xm. - (O)F.L. cavea stall, cage, coop, etc. 
caiman see cayman. 

cainozoic (geol.) Tertiary, xix. f. Gr. kainos 
recent + zoion animal; see zoo, -ic. 

caique light boat used in the Mediterranean. 
xvii. - F. caique - It. caicco - Turk, kayik. 

cairn pile of stones, xv. Earlier earn (cf. barn 
bairn) - Gael., OIr., W. earn heap of stones. So 
cairngorm precious stone, named from a 
mountain (Gael. Carngorm ‘blue cairn’) where 
it is found 

caisson chest for ammunition, etc.; watertight 
vessel used in deep water, xvm. - F. caisson, 
fcasson - It. cassone\ assim. to caisse case*; see 
-OON. 

caitiff tprisoner; tpoor wretch; base fellow, vil¬ 
lain. xm. ME. caitif occas. chaitif - OF. caitif 
captive, var. of chaitif (mod. chetif wretched) 

Rom. *cactivus, alt. of L. captious captive by 
assoc, with OCelt. *cactos (= L. captus). 

cajole delude by flattery, etc. xvii. - F. cajoler, 
perh. a blend of two or more words (cf. cageoller, 
cajoller xvi chatter like a jay, prate, babble, 
and enjoler put in gaol, inveigle, allure). So 
cajolery xvii. 

cake (arch.) flat sort of loaf xm; confectionery 
made with flour xv; (Sc.) thin hard-baked oaten 
bread xvi. prob - ON. kaka (Icel., Sw. kaka. Da. 
kage), f. *kak-, rel. to *kok-, repr. by G. kuchen, 
etc., cookie. Hence cake vb. form into a cake. 
XVII. 

calabash gourd(-shell). xvii (calibasse, -bash). 
- F. calebasse, fcala- - Sp. calabaza. 

calamary squid, pen fish. xvi. - medL. cala- 
mdrium pen-case, n. of L. calamarius, f. calamus 
pen - Gr. kalamos\ see -ary. 

calamine ore of zinc. xvii. - (O)F. - medL. 
calamina, alt. of L. cadmia - Gr. kadm(e)id (sc. 
ge earth), fern, of the adj. of Cadmus, 

calamint aromatic herb. xrv. - (O)F. cala- 
ment - medL. calamentum, for late L. cala- 
minthe - Gr. kalaminthe. 

calamity grievous affliction or distress xv; 
grievous disaster xvi. - (O)F. catamite - L. 
calamitas; see -ity. So calamitous xvi. - F. 
calamiteux or L. calamitosus. 

calash light carriage with folding hood xvn; 
woman’s hood xvm. Early forms caleche, gale- 
che, calleche - F. caleche, tgaleche - G. kalesche - 
Pol. kolaska or Czech kolesa, f. kolo wheel. 

calcareous of the nature of lime. xvii. f. L. cal- 
edrius, f. calc- calx + arius -ary. 

calceolaria genus of plants having slipper¬ 
shaped flowers, xvm. - modL., f. L. calceolus, 
dim. of calceus shoe (f. calx heel) + -aria, fern, of 
-drius -ary. 

calcine reduce to quicklime, xiv. - (O)F. cal- 
ciner or medL. calcindre (a term of alchemy), f. 
late L. calcina lime, quicklime, f. L. calx, calc-. 
So calcination xrv. 

calcium xix. f. L. calc- calx; see -ium. 

calculate xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. calculdre, f. 
calculus stone (see next); superseded fcalcule 

(xvi-xvi) - (O)F. calculer, see -ate*. So cal¬ 

culation xiv. - (O)F. - late L. 
calculus stone in an animal body; tgen. (sys¬ 
tem of) calculation xvii; spec, in differential, in¬ 
tegral (etc.) calculus xvm. - L. calculus pebble, 
etc. 

Caledonian xvii. f. Caledonia, Roman name of 
part of northern Britain, now assoc, with the 
Scottish Highlands or Scotland in general, 

calefaction heating, xvi. - (O)F. calefaction or 
late L. calefactio, -on-, f. calefacere, f. calere be 
warm + facere make, do1; see -tion. 

calendar system of divisions of the civil year 
xm; table showing these xiv. ME. kalender - AN. 
calender, OF. caiendier (mod. calendrier) - L. 
kalenddrium account book, f. kalendae calends, 

the day on which accounts were due. 
calender pass material between rollers for 
glazing, etc. xv. - (O)F. calendrer, of unkn. 
orig. So calender sb. machine for calendering. 
XVII. 

calends xiv. - (O)F. calendes - L. kalendae, acc. 
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-as, first day of the month, when the order of 
days was proclaimed, f. *kal- call, proclaim, as 
in L. calare, Gr kalein. 

calf1 young of the cow. OE. caelf(cealf), pi. calfru 
= OS. calf, OHG. chalb (G. kalb) n., beside ON 
kdlfr m. and Goth kalbo, OHG. chalba fern. 

calf1 fleshy hinder part of the shank of the leg. 
xrv. - ON. kdlfi, of unkn orig. 

calibre fdiameter of a projectile; bore of a gun; 
(fig.) weight of character, ability xvi. - F. - It. 
calibro or Sp. calibre - Arab, kalib mould for 
casting metal, f. kalaba turn, convert, 

calico xvi. Earliest exx. have Callicut, kalyko, 
Calocowe cloth, f. name of a city and port on 
the coast of Malabar, India; relevant forms are 
Arab. Kallkut, etc. 

calipash, calipee correl words denoting (i) 
tthe upper/lower shell of the turtle, (ii) gel¬ 
atinous substance next to these, xvn. Earliest 
forms of the first are galley patch, calapatch, 
perh. of native W. Indian orig , unless a native 
alt. of Sp. carapacho carapace. 

caliph Muslim chief ruler (successor of Mu¬ 
hammad). xiv. - (CDF. caliphe (medL. callpha, 
-es) - Arab, kalifa, f. kalofa succeed. So caliph¬ 

ate xviii. - F caliphat (medL. caliphatus)\ see 
-ate'. 

calix, calyx (pi. calices) cup-like cavity, xviii. - 

L calix cup. 

call cry out OE.; summon with a shout, name 
xin. Late OE. ceallian (once) - (or perh. only 
reinforced by) ON. kalla cry, summon loudly, 
name, claim = MLG., (M)Du. kallen, OHG 
challon talk, chatterGmc. *kallojan, f. *kal- 
IE. *gol-, repr. also by W. galw call, OS1. glasu 
voice, glagolu word. 

caller (Sc. and north, dial.) fresh, xiv (caloure) 
var. of ME. calver, calwar, presumably adj use 
of OE. calwer curds. 

cal(l)i- repr. Gr. kalli-, used as comb, form of 
kalos beautiful (cf. kallos beauty), as in cal 

ligraphy (elegant) penmanship, xvn, - modL. 
calligraphic - Gr. kalligraphia. callisthenics 

exercises for developing strength with beauty, 
xrx. f. Gr. sthenos strength, 

calliper (usu. pi.) xvi. orig. calliper compasses 
compasses used for measuring the calibre of a 
bullet, etc.; presumably var. of calibre 

callous hardened, xvi. - (partly through F. cal- 
leux) L. callosus, f. callus hardened skin, which 
has been used in Eng. since xvi. 

callow fbald OE.; unfledged xvi. OE. calu 
(calw-) = MLG. kale, MDu. kale (Du. kaal), OHG. 
kalo(G. kaht)WGmc. *kalwa, perh - L. calvus 
bald. 

calm xiv. The sb., adj., and vb. appear about 
the same time, and earlier than the corresp 
F. words (xv), which are presumed to be - 
It. calma, cclmo, calmare\ these are referred 
to popL. *calma, alt. of late L. cauma - Gr. 
kaiima heat (of the day or sun), by assoc with 
L. calere be hot. 

calomel mercurous chloride, xvii. - modL. 
calomel(es) (so in F. xviii), said to be f. Gr. kalds 
beautiful + melas black. 

calorie unit of heat. xix. - F., arbitrarily f. L. 
color heat; cf. -y*. calor-, stem of L. color, as in 

calorific xvii (F. and L ). calorimeter xviii (F. 
-metre). 

calotte skull-cap xvii. - F - Pr calota or It. 
callotta, of disputed orig 

caltrop1 (usu. pi.) name of various plants that 
entangle the feet; (later) star thistle, Trapa na 
tans. OE. calcatrippe. ME. calketrappe - medL. 
calcatrippa 

caltrop2 ttrap, snbre xm; (mil.) iron ball with 
sharp spikes xvi. ME calketrap - OF. kauke- 
trape, dial var. of c{h)auchetrape, later (mod.) 
chaussetrape, f. chauchier (mod. cocher) tread 
+ trappe trap; ult. identical with prec. 

calumet Amer.-Indian pipe of peace, xviii - F., 
dial, var (with suffix-substitution) of chalu- 
mecu - late L. calamellus, dim. of calamus reed - 
Gr. kalamos haulm. 

calumny xv. - L. calumnia false accusation; cf. 
challenge and cavil So calumniate xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. calumnidrv, see -ate3 calumniation 
xvi calumniator xvi. calumnious xv - (O)F 
calomnieux or L. calumnidsus. 

calvary outdoor (life-size) representation of 
the Crucified Christ, xviii. - L calvaria skull (f. 
calva scalp, calvus bald, rel. to Skr kulva), tr. 
in Matt. 27; 33, etc of Aram, gogultho, gogolthd 
skull (= Heb gulgoleth), rendered in Gr. by gol 
gotha\ see ary. 

calve give birth to a calf. OE. calfian (cealfian), 
f. caelf calf; cf Du. kalven, (M)HG. kalben. 

calvered applied to salmon that is cut up alive 
xvii f. calver (see caller) + -ed. 

calx (alch. and early chem.) powder resulting 
from calcination of a mineral, xv. - L., ‘lime 
(stone)’, prob. - Gr. khalix pebble, limestone Cf. 
CALCINE, CALCULATE, CALCULUS, and CHALK 

calyx outer envelope of a flower, xvii. - L. - 
Gr. kalux shell, pod, f base of kaluptein hide. 
Confused with calix 

cam projection on a wheel, xviii. - Du. cam 
comb, as in kamrad toothed wheel, cog-wheel. 

camaraderie xix. - F., f. camarade comrade; 
see ery 

camber xvii. - OF cambre, dial. var. of OF. 
chambre arched L. camurus curved inwards. 
So as vb. xvii. 

cambist one skilled in monetary exchange 
xix. - F. cambiste - It cambista, f. cambio 
CHANGE. 

Cambrian Welsh, xvii (preceded by Camber 
xvi). f. Cambria, var. of Cumbria, latinization 
of W. Cymru Wales OCelt. *Kombroges, f. 
*kom- together, com +*brog- border, region; 
see ian. 

cambric XVI (cameryk). f. Kamerijk, Flemish 
form of Cambrai a town of northern France, 
famous for fabrics medL. Camaracum 

camel OE. camel, reinforced in ME. by OF 
cameil, etc. (mod. chameau) L. camelus (also 
*camellus) - Gr kamelos, of Sem. orig. (Heb 
gamal). 

camellia genus of shrubs, xviii. - modL., f. 
name of Josef Kamel (latinized Cornelius), a 
Moravian Jesuit who described the botany of 
Luzon; see -ia'. 

Camembert soft rich cheese originating from 
Camembert, village of Normandy, France, xix 
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cameo precious stone having two layers of 
different colours, xv (cameu). - OF. came(h)u, 
camahieu (mod. camaieu), corr. to Sp., Pg. ca- 
mafeo, pointing to a type *camahaeus (cf. medL 
camahutus, etc ); later - It. cam(m)eo; prob. ult. 
of Oriental Grig. 

camera chamber, in several spec. uses. xvm. - 
L. camera vault, arched chamber - Gr, kamdrd 
object with arched cover. In photography, short 
for camera obscura, darkened chamber or box, 
orig. an optical instrument. 

camisole (formerly) woman’s jacket, (now) 
underbodice, xix. - F. - It. camiciola or Sp. 
camisola, dim. of camicia, cumisa shirt (see 
chemise). 

camomile plant of the genus Anthemis. xrv. - 
(O)F. camomille - late L. c(h)amomilla, alt. of 
chamxmelon - Gr. khamaimelon ‘earth-apple’ 
(khamai on the ground, melon apple), so called 
from the apple-like smell of the blossoms. 

camouflage xx. - F., f. camoufler (thieves’ si.) 
- It. camuffare disguise, deceive, perh. assoc, 
with camouflet whiff of smoke in the face; see 
-AGE. 

camp place where troops are lodged in tents, 
etc.; temporary quarters, xvi. - (O)F. - It 
campo L. campus level field, place for games 
and military exercises, field of battle, whence 
Gmc. *kampaz, repr. by OE., MDu. camp, OHG. 
champf (G. kampf), ON. kapp. So camp vb. 
xvi. - F. camper; cf. encamp. 

campaign army’s operations in the field. 
xvii. - F. campagne - It. campagna (used in the 
mil. sense xvi) - (O)F. champagne champaign. 

campanile bell-tower, xvii. - It., f. campana - 
late L. campana bell. 

campanology bell-ringing, xix. - mocLL. cam- 
panologia, f. late L. campana bell; see prec. and 
-LOGY. 

campanula genus of plants with bell-shaped 
flowers, xvii. - modL., dim. of campana, see 
prec. and -ule. So campanulate bell-shaped 
xvii; see -ate*. 

Campeachy epithet of a red dye-wood, also 
called log-wood, xvii {Cam-, Compeche wood, 
tree). Name of a southern state of Mexico, Cam¬ 
peche, whence the wood was orig. exported. 

camphor xv. Early forms are various, both 
disyll. and trisyll., camphire prevailing from 
xv to c.1800. - OF. camphore (later and mod. 
camphre) or medL. camphora - (prob. through 
Sp. alcanfor) Arab, kafur, ult. - Skr. karpura-. 

campus (orig. U.S.) college or university 
grounds, xvm (first at Princeton, New Jersey). - 
L. campus field. 

can1 vessel for liquid. OE. canne, corr. to MDu. 
kanne (Du. kan), OHG. channa (G. kanne), ON. 
kanna\ it is uncertain whether the word is 
orig. Gmc. or - late l.. canna (vi), whence OF. 
channe, Pr. cana. OE. canne is recorded only 
once, after which there is no Eng. evidence till 
xrv, when the word was prob. introduced from 
the Continent. 

can* fknow; (with inf.) know how, (passing 
into) have power, be able. One of the group of 
preterite-present verbs (see dare, may, shall, 

wit*); the primary meaning was ‘have learned’, 

come to know’. OE. cunnan, OS. cunnan, OHG. 
kunnan (G. konnen), ON. kunna, Goth, kunnan. 
For the IE. base *gn- *gne- *gno- see know. See 
also con\ cunning, uncouth. 

canaille rabble, mob. xvii. - F. - It. canaglia, f. 
cane dog L. canis (see hound). 

canal fpipe to convey liquid xv; tubular cavity 
in the body, duct, artificial watercourse xvii. - 
(O)F., refash, of earlier chanel channel after L. 
candlis or It. canale. So canalize, -ation xix. 

canard cock-and-bull story, xix. - F., lit. ‘duck’; 
the sense of 'hoax’ is said to have arisen from 
the phr. vendre un canard a moitie ‘half-sell a 
duck’. 

canary name of a dance, a wine, and a singing- 
bird from the Canary Islands, xvi. - F. canarie - 
Sp. canaria, in L. Canaria insula ‘Isle of Dogs’, 
so named from its large dogs (L canarius pert, 
to dogs, f. canis dog, hound). As the name of the 
bird modelled on F canari, t-ie - Sp. canario. 

canaster kind of tobacco, so called from the 
rush basket in which it was imported, xix. - Sp. 
canastro - medL. *canastrum - Gr. kdnastron 
CANISTER. 

cancan xix. - F., of uncert. orig. 
cancel xrv. - (Q)F. canceller - L. cancelldre 
make lattice-wise, cross out (a writing), f. can- 
cellus, pi. cancelli cross-bars (see chancel). 

cancer zodiacal constellation of the Crab xiv; 
malignant tumour xvii. - L. cancer crab, creep¬ 
ing ulcer, after Gr. karkinos crab, karkindma 
CARCINOMA. 

candelabrum, (prop, pi.) -bra xix - L., f. can¬ 
dela CANDLE. 

candid fwhite; free from bias or malice; frank 
xvii. - F. candide or L. candidus, f. candere be 
white, glisten; see -id1. 

candidate xvii. - (O)F. candidat or L. can¬ 
didate clothed in white, candidate for office 
(who appeared in a white toga), f. candide; see 
prec. and -ate1. 

candle OE. candel - L. candela, later -della, f. 
candere glisten; reinforced in ME by AN. can- 
dele, OF. candeile (var. of chandeile, -oile), and 
OF. candeile (mod. chandeile). Hence Candle¬ 
mas 2 February; OE. candelmxssedxg, see 
mass’, candlestick OE. candelsticca. 

candour tpurity; freedom from bias or malice 
xvii; outspokenness xvin. - F. candepr or L. can¬ 
dor, f. cand of candere and candide candid; see 
-OUR*. 

candy xvin. - F. (sucre) candi sugar-candy. 
candytuft plant of the genus Iberis. xvn. f. 
\Candy, the island Candia (Crete), whence orig. 
brought -t- tuft. 

cane xrv. ME. can(n)e - OF. cane, (also mod.) 
canneL. canna reed, etc. - Gr. kdnna, kanne - 
Assyrian kanu (Heb. kaneh) - Sumerian gin. 
Hence cane vb. xvii. 

canine xvii. - F. canin, -ine, or L. canine, -ina, 
f. canis dog, hound; see -ine1. 

canister tbasket xvii; small box xvm. - L. 
canistrum basket for bread, fruit, etc. - Gr. 
kanetron wicker basket, f. kdnna cane. 

canker OE. cancer, reinforced or superseded by 
ONF. cancre, var. of (O)F. chancre L. cancer 
CANCER. 
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cannel bituminous coal burning with a bright 
flame, xvi (cartel). of uncert. orig. 

cannelure grooving, xvm. - F., f. canneler, f. 
OF. cannel channel. 

cannibal xvi. First in pi. Canibales - Sp. Cani- 
bales, a form of the ethnic name Caribes (see 
Carib). 

cannon1 piece of ordnance, xvi. - (O)F. canon - 
It. cannone, augm. oicanna tube, cane; see -oon. 

So cannonade xvii; see -ade. 

cannon3 stroke at billiards, xix. alt., by assoc, 
with prec., of carir)om (xvm), shortening of 
carambole - Sp. carambola, f. bola ball. Also as 
vb. xix. 

canny (Sc.) sagacious, cautious xvi; clever, cun¬ 
ning xvm; (north. Eng.) agreeable, comely xix. 
Presumably f. can3 + -y'; corr. to cunning in its 
primary sense. 

canoe xvi. - Haitian (whence Sp.) canoa 
canon1 rule, law (of the Church) OE.; central 
portion of the Mass xm; books of the Bible ac 
cepted as authentic xiv; (mus.) xvi. OE. canon - 
L. canon - Gr. kandn rule; reinforced or super¬ 
seded by ME. cano(u)n - AN. canun, (O)F. 
canon. So canonic(al) xv. f. F. canonique or L. 
canonicus - Gr. kanonikos. canonize place in 
the canon of saints, -ization xrv. - medL. 

canon3 clergyman living according to the ‘vita 
canonica’, i.e. religious life based on rule, xm 
ME. can(o)un, chan(o)un - OF. canonic, cha- 
noine (with ending assim. to cano(u)n canon1) 

- ecclL. canonicus. 
canopy xrv. Late ME. canope, canape - medL. 
canopeum, for L. conopeum net over a bed - Gr. 
konopeion Egyptian bed with mosquito cur¬ 
tains, f. kdnops gnat, mosquito, 

canorous melodious, xvii. f. L. canorus, f. 
canor song, f. canere sing; see chant, -ous. 

cant1 tedge, border (?) xrv; nook, comer xvn; 
oblique line or face xix. prob. - MLG. kant point, 
kante side, edge, (M)Du. cant border, side, cor¬ 
ner - Rom *canto, for L. cant(h)us iron tire. 
Hence cant vb. bevel, slant, toss, tilt xvi; 
whence a new sb. cant toss, slope, tilt xvm 

cant3 (si.) speak, talk, esp. in the whining 
fashion of beggars xvi; use the particular jargon 
of a class or set, affect religious or pietistic 
phraseology xvii. prob. - L. cantare sing (see 
chant), which was applied contemptuously as 
early as xii to the singing in church services and 
perh. later to the speech of religious mendi¬ 
cants. Hence cant sb. xvii. 

cantaloup xvm. - F. - It. Cantaluppi, name of 
a former summer residence of the popes near 
Rome, where it was cultivated, 

cantankerous xvm. perh. blending of Insh 
cant auction, outbidding, with rancorous. 

cantata xvm. - It. (sc. aria air), fern, pp of can¬ 
tare sing; see chant, -ade. 

canteen sutler’s shop in a camp, etc.; outfit 
of cooking and table vessels and utensils, xvm. - 
F. cantine - It. cantina cellar, perh. f. canto 
corner. 

canter xvm. Short for Canterbury gallop, pace, 
trot (xvii), a pace such as mounted pilgrims to 
Canterbury were supposed to have ridden. 
Hence as vb. xvm. 

6i capital 

cantharides xv. - L., pi. of cantharis - Gr. kan- 
tharis blister fly. 

canticle xm. - OF., var. of cantique - L. canti- 
cum, f. cantus chant; prob. reinforced by L. dim. 
canticulum (cf. -cle). 

cantilever bracket of stone, etc. xvii; pro¬ 
jecting support in bridge-building xix. Earliest 
forms cantlapper, candilever; of unkn. orig. 

canto xvi. - It., lit. ‘song’L. cantus chant. 

canton fcomer; (her.) ordinary of a shield xvi; 
subdivision of a country xvii. - (O)F. - Pr. 
Rom. *canto, -on-, f. L. cantus cant1. So canton 
vb. quarter (in various senses), xvi. can¬ 
tonment quarters, xvm. 

cantor xvi. - L., ‘singer', f. canere, cant- (see 
CHANT, -OR1). 

canvas strong hemp or flax cloth, xrv. ME. 
canevas - ONF. (and mod.) canevas, var. of OF. 
chanevaz Rom. *cannapaceum, f. *cannapum, 
for L. cannabis hemp. 

canvass A. ttoss in a canvas sheet, (hence) 
criticize destructively, discuss. B. solicit votes, 
etc. xvi. f. canvas; the emergence of sense B is 
difficult to account for. 

canyon deep gorge, xix. - Sp. canon pipe, con¬ 
duit, augm. of caha cane. 

caoutchouc indiarubber. xvm. - F. - Carib 
cahuchu. 

cap OE. caeppe - late L. cappa, poss. f. L. caput 
head; cf. cape'. Hence as vb. xv. 

capable xvi. - F. - late L. capdbilis, f. capere 
take (see heave); see -able. Hence capability 
xvi. 

capacious xvn. f. L. capdx, capdc-, f. capere take; 
see prec., -acious. So capacity xv. - F. - L. 

caparison trappings of a horse, xvi. - F. fca- 
parasson (mod. -a<^on) - Sp. caparazon saddle 
cloth, f. capa cape1. So as vb. xvi. 

cape1 tippet of a cloak xvi; sleeveless cloak 
xvm. - F. - Pr. capa late L. cappa, see cap. 

cape3 promontory, xiv. - (O)F. cap - Pr.Rom. 
*capo, f. L. caput head (cf. chief). 

capelin small smelt like fish. xvn. - F cape- 
lan - Pr. capelan chaplain. 

caper1 the shrub Capperis spinosa xrv; its 
flower buds xv. ME. capres - F. cdpres - L. cap- 
paris - Gr. kdpparis. The final s, being ap¬ 
prehended as a pi. sign, was dropped to form a 
new sing. (xvi). 

caper3 frisky leap. xvi. Shortening of capriole. 
Also as vb. xvi. 

capercaillie, -lzie wood-grouse, xvi. - Gael. 
capull coille great cock (lit. horse) of the wood 
The sp. Iz (in MSc. /j) has influenced the Eng. 
pron., as in Menzies. 

capillary of hair, hair-like xvn. - L. capillaris, 
f. capillus hair; after F. capillaire; see -ary. 

capital1 tpert. to the head xm; affecting the 
head or life (capital crime, punishment), (of let¬ 
ters) standing at the head, of the largest size xiv; 
chief xv; first-rate xvm. - (O)F. - L. capitdlis, 
f. caput, capit- head; see al'. So capitalist 
xvm. - F. capitaliste, hence capitalism xix. 
capitalize xix. 

capital3 head of a column, xiv. - OF. capitel 
(mod. chapiteau) - L. capitellum, secondary dim. 
of caput head. 
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capitation xvn. - F. capitation or late L. ca- 
pitdtid, on-, f. caput, capit- head; see -ation. 

capitular (eccl.) pert, to a chapter, xvii. - late 
L. capituldris, f. capitulum chapter; see ar. 

capitulate tspeclfy as under heads; tpropose 
terms, make terms about xvi; make terms of 
surrender xvii. f. pp. of medL. capitulare draw 
up under distinct heads, f. capitulum head of a 
discourse, chapter; see -ate*. So capitulation 
xvi. - late L. 

capon castrated cock. Late OE. capun - AN. 
capun, var. of (O)F. chapon Rom. *cappone 
for L. capo, -on-, prob. to be referred to a base 
meaning cut’ (cf. Gr. koptein). 

caprice sudden unaccountable turn of mind 
xvii; work of art of lively or sportive character 
xviii. - F. - It. capriccio orig. horror (the mod. 
sense being due to assoc, with capra goat), f. 
capo head (:- L. caput) + riccio hedgehog (:- L. 
ericeus urchin), lit. ‘head with the hair standing 
on end’. So capricious xvi. 

Capricorn zodiacal constellation, xiv. - (O)F. 
Capricorne - L. capricornus, f. caper, capr goat 
+ cornu horn, ‘goat-horn’, after Gr. aigokeros. 

capriole leap. xvi. - F. (now cabriole) - It. 
capriola, f. capriolare leap, f. capriolo roebuck 

L. capreolus, dim. of caper goat, 
capsicum seed-pod of Guinea pepper, xviii. - 

modL., perh. f. capsa case2. 

capsize xviii. f. cap- as in Pr. capvirar = F. 
chavirer capsize; 2nd el. unexpl. 

capstan xiv. - Pr. cabestan, earlier cabestran, 
of unkn. orig. 

capsule xvii. - F. - L. capsula, dim. of capsa 
box, case2; see -ule. 

captain xiv. ME. capitain - late OF. (mod. 
-aine), superseding earlier chevetaigne chief¬ 

tain and chataigne, catanie - late L. capitaneus 
chief, f. caput, capit- head. Hence captaincy 

XIX. 

caption (arch.) seizure, arrest xiv; fcavilling 
objection xvii; (orig. U S.) heading, title xviii. - 

L. captio, on-, f. capere, capt- take, seize; see 
heave, -tion. 

captious xiv. - (O)F. captieux or L. captidsus, f. 
captio deception, fallacious argument; see prec., 
-ious. 

captivate fmake captive, capture; enthral, xvi. 
f. pp. stem of late L. captivare (after captivate pp. 
xiv), f. captious-, see next and -ate*. So captive 

(taken) prisoner, xiv. - L. captious, f. capt-, pp 
stem of capere take, captivity xiv, captor xvii. 

capture sb. xvi; hence as vb. xviii. 

capuchin (C-) Franciscan friar of the new 
order of 1528 xvi; woman’s hooded cloak xviii 

- F. (now capucin) - It. cappuccino, f. cappuccio 
hood, augm. of cappa cape'; so named from 
the pointed hood adopted by the order, 

car xiv. ME. carre - AN., ONF. - Rom. *carra, 
pi. or parallel fern, form of L. carrum n., carrus 
m. (whence F. char. It. carro, etc.; cf. chariot) - 
OCelt. *karrom (*karros), repr. by (O)Ir. carr, 
OW. carr (W. car), rel. to L. currus chariot, 

carabineer soldier armed with a carbine. 
xvii. - F. carabinier, f. carabine carbine; see 

-EER1. 

carafe xviii. - F. - It. caraffa, prob. (through 

Sp. garrafa) - Arab, garrafa, f. garafa draw 
water. 

caramel xvni. - F. - Sp. caramelo, of unkn. orig. 
carapace body-shell of tortoises, etc. xix. - F. - 
Sp. carapacho, of unkn. orig. 

carat measure of weight for precious stones; 
measure of zV used in stating the fineness of 
gold. xvi. - F. - It. carato - Arab, kiraf weight of 
4 grains - Gr. keration fruit of the carob, f. keros 
horn. 

caravan company travelling through the de¬ 
sert; fleet of ships xvi; covered carriage or cart 
xvii. Mainly - F. caravane - Pers. kdrwdn, but 
some early forms (e.g. carouan) repr. the Pers. 
directly. So caravanserai Eastern inn. xvi. 
ult. - Pers. karwbnsardi (sara(i) palace, inn), 
but the various early forms repr. more or less 
closely F. caravanserai, etc. 

caraway ‘seed’ of the umbelliferous plant 
Carum carvi. xrv. The form corr. most closely 
to OSp. alcarahueya (mod. alcaravea) = Pg. 
alcaravia - Arab. al-kar{a)wiyd (see al-2); the 
ult. source may be Gr. karon cummin, 

carbine xvh. Earlier carabine - F.; orig. the 
weapon of the tcarabin (- F.) mounted 
musketeer. 

carbolic xix. f. carb(on) + -ol -t- -ic. 
carbon xviii. - F. carbone, f. L. car bo, -on- 
(char)coal. So carbonate xviii; see -ate'. 

Hence carbonaceous xviii, carbonic xviii. 

carboy large wicker-covered bottle for chemi¬ 
cals. xviii. ult. - Pers. kar{r)dbah large flagon, 

carbuncle fiery-coloured precious stone xm; 
inflammatory tumour xvi. The early forms pre¬ 
sent several types - OF. c(h)arbu(n)cle (mod. 
escarboucle) L. carbunculus small coal, car¬ 
buncle stone, red tumour, dim. of carbo coal (cf. 
carbon); later assim. to L. 

carburet (chem.) compound of carbon with 
another element, xvm. Superseded earlier 
tcarbure - F.. f. L. carbo carbon; see -uret; in 
turn superseded by carbide xix. Survives in 
carburetted adj., whence carburettor xix. 

carcase, carcass xrv. - F. carcasse. Earlier 
forms carcays, carkeis, etc. (xrv), prob. repr. a 
distinct word - AN. carcois = OF. charcois, ult. 
orig. unkn. 

carcinoma xviii. - L. - Gr. karkinoma, f. kar- 
kinos crab; cf. cancer. 

card1 implement orig. consisting of teasel 
heads set in a frame, for raising the nap on 
cloth; toothed instrument for combing out 
fibre, xv. - (O)F. carde - Pr. carda, f. cardar 
tease, comb popL. *caritare, f. cdrere card. So 
card vb. xiv. 

card3 piece of pasteboard xv; tmap, chart xvi. - 
(with unexpl. d) (O)F. carte - L. charta papyrus 
leaf, paper (whence F. charte chart) - Gr 
khdrtes leaf of papyrus, written work; supposed 
to be of Egyptian orig. 

cardamom, -mum xv. - (O)F. cardamome or 
L. cardamdmum - Gr. karddmomon, f. kar- 
damon cress + dmdmon Indian spice, 

cardiac xvn. - F. cardiaque or L. cardiacus - 
Gr. kardiakos, f. kardid heart; see ac. 

cardigan xix. Named after James Thomas 
Brudenell, seventh earl of Cardigan (d. 1868). 
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cardinal chief, principal, xm - (0)F. cardinal 
or L. cardindlis, f. cardo, cardin- hinge; in Eng. 
first applied to the four virtues of justice, for¬ 
titude, temperance, prudence, on which con¬ 
duct 'hinges’; see -al'. So cardinal sb. any of 
the seventy princes (cardinal bishops, priests, 
and deacons) of the Roman Church that con¬ 
stitute the Pope’s council or the Sacred College, 
xn. - (O)F. - medL. 

cardio- comb, form of Gr. kardia heart, as in 
cardiograph (xix). 

cardoon plant allied to the artichoke, xvn. - F. 
cordon, f. carde edible part of the artichoke - Pr. 
cardo Rom. *carda, for L. cardu(u)s thistle, 
artichoke (rel. to carere, see card'); see -oon. 

care tgrief; burdened state of mind; serious at¬ 
tention OE.; charge, oversight xiv; object of con 
cern xvi. OE. caru = OS., OHG., Goth, kara, ON 
kQr (gen karar)Gmc. *kard. So care vb. OE. 
carian = OS. karon, OHG. charon, -en, Goth. 
karon Gmc. *karojan, -xjan\ in later uses re¬ 
formed on the sb. Hence careful OE. carful; see 
-FUL1. See CHARY. 

careen position of a ship heeled over. xvi. - F. 
carene, fcarine - It. carena, repr. L. carina keel. 
Hence careen vb. xvi. 

career fracecourse; tgallop at full speed; course 
(of action) xvi; (a re-adoption from F.) course of 
life or employment xix. - F. carriere - It. car- 
riera - Pr. carreira Rom. *carraria (sc. via) 
(carriage-)road, f. carrus car. Hence career vb. 
xvi. 

caress sb. xvii. - F. caresse - It. carezza Rom. 
*caritia, f. cbrus dear; see charity, -ess1. Hence, 
or - F. - It., caress vb. xvii. 

caret mark indicating omission, xvii. - L., 3rd 
sing. pres. ind. of carere be without, taken to 
mean ‘is lacking’. 

cargo xvii. - Sp. cargo (also cargo), corr. to 
(O)F. charge load (etc.) Rom. *carricare 
CHARGE. 

Carib name of (i) a race of the West Indies, 
(ii) a group of West Indian languages, xvi. - Sp 
caribe, formerly often synon with cannibal. 

caribou xvm. - Canadian F. caribou, from a N 
Amer. Indian dialect. 

caricature xvm. - F. - It. caricatura, f. caricare 
load, exaggerate (see charge). So as vb. xvm. 

caries (med.) decay of bones, etc. xvii. - L., ’rot¬ 
tenness, decay’. So carious decayed, xvi. - L. 
cariosus. 

carillon (tune played on) a set of bells, xvm. - 
F., alt. of OF. car(e)ignon, quarregnon - Rom. 
*quatrinio, on-, peal of four bells, alt. of qua 
ternio (see quaternion) after late L. trinid num 
ber three, f. trinus threefold, 

carl churl xm; (later, Sc.) fellow. - ON. karl man 
= OHG. karlGmc. *karlaz, see also churl. 

carline genus of plants allied to thistles, xvi. - 
F. carline = Sp., It. carlina, medL. carlina, perh. 
alt. otcardina (f. L. cardo thistle) by assoc, with 
Carolus Charles, it being said that Charlemagne 
received a revelation of the plant’s efficacy (it 
was used as a sudorific). 

Carlovingian pert, to the French dynasty 
founded by Charlemagne (Carolus Magnus), 
xvm - F carlomngien, f. Karl Charles after 

merovingien Merovingian; largely superseded 
by Carolingian (xix), a re formation on Caro 
lus Charles. 

Carmelite one of an order of mendicant friars 
originating from Mount Carmel, a White Friar. 
xv. - F. carmelite or medL. carmelita. 

carminative expelling flatulence, xv. - (O)F. 
carminatif, -ive, or medL. carmindtivus, f. car- 
mindre charm, (hence) heal, or card wool, 
(hence) purify; see -ate8, -ive. 

carmine crimson pigment obtained from 
cochineal, xvm. - (O)F. carmin or medL. car- 
minium, perh. conflation of carmesinum (see 
crimson) and minium cinnabar, 

carnage xvi. - F. - It. carnaggio medL. car- 
ndticum, f. card, earn- flesh; see -age. 

carnal xv. - ChrL. carnblis, f. card, earn- flesh, 
rel. to Umbrian karu, Oscan carneis (g.) part, 
Gr. keirein cut; see -al'. So carnality xiv. 

carnation1 rosy pink colour, xvi. - F. - It. car- 
nagione - late L. carndtid, -on- fleshiness, cor¬ 
pulence, f. card, earn- flesh; see prec. and -ation. 

carnation2 clove-pink, Dianthus caryophyllus 
xvi. In early use varying with coronation, of un- 
cert. orig. 

carnival (orig) season of revelry immediately 
preceding Lent. xvi. - It. carne-, carnovale, f. L. 
card, earn- flesh (see carnal) + levare lighten, 
raise; lit. ‘cessation of flesh-eating’, 

carnivorous xvii. f. L. carnivorus, f. card, 
earn- flesh, see carnal, -vorous. 

carob (fruit of) the leguminous tree Ceratonia 
siliqua. xvi. - F. tcar(r)obe (mod. caroube), 
superseding OF. carouge medL. carrubia, 
-ium - Arab, karruba. 

carol fring-dance accompanied by song xm; 
tthe song itself xiv; hymn of joy for Christmas, 
etc. xvi. - OF. carole = Pr. carola, corola, of 
doubtful orig. So carol vb. fdance in a ring xm; 
sing xiv. 

Caroline pert, to Charles, xvii. - med. or modL. 
Carolinus, f. Carolus Charles; see -ine'. 

Carolingian see Carlovingian. 

carotid (anat.) name of the two great arteries 
supplying blood to the head. xvii. - F. carotide 
or modL. carotides - Gr. karotides, pi. of karotis, 
f. karoun stupefy; so named because com¬ 
pression of these arteries was said to produce 
stupor. 

carouse full draught xvi; drinking-bout xvii. 

From the phr. drink or quaff carouse (xvi), 
repr. G. gar aus trinken drink completely. So 
carouse vb. xvi. 

carp1 ftalk, speak xm; fsing, recite xv; talk cen¬ 
soriously xvi. - ON karpa brag, with gen 
eralization of sense; in the mod. sense infl. by, 
or a new formation on, L. carpere pluck (see 
harvest), (fig.) slander. 

carp2 freshwater fish of genus Cyprinus. xiv. - 
(O)F carpe - Pr carpa or the source late L. 
carpa, perh. of Gmc. origin (cf. (M)LG karpe, 
(M)Du. karper, OHG. karpfo, G karpfen, ON. 
karfi). 

carpal (anat.) pert, to the wrist, xvm. - modL. 
carpalis, f. carpus (used in Eng. from xvii) - Gr. 
karpos wrist; see -al'. 

carpel (bot) division of a compound pistil or 
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fruit, xix. - F. carpelle or modL. carpellum, f. 
Gr. karpos fruit (cf. harvest); see -el*. 

carpenter xrv. - AN. carpenter, OF. carpentier, 
(also mod.) charpentier late L. carpentarius 
(sc. artifex) carriage-maker, f. carpentum two¬ 
wheeled carriage, like carrus car, of Gaulish 
origin; see -er*. So carpentry xrv; see -ry. 

carpet fthick fabric for covering tables, etc. xrv, 
(piece of) fabric for covering a floor or stairs 
xv. - OF. carpite or medL. carpita - It. tcarpita 
woollen counterpane, corr. to (O)F. charpie lint, 
sb. use of pp. of charpir Rom. *carpire, for L. 
car pere pluck, pull to pieces (see harvest). 

carrel study in a monastic cloister, xv (used 
hist, xvm-xix and more recently revived for a 
study in a library). - OF. car ole, medL. car o la, 
of unkn. orig. 

carriage conveyance, transport xrv; means of 
conveyance, vehicle xv; manner of carrying 
oneself, bearing xvi. - ONF. cariage, f. carter 
carry; see -age. 

carriole small carriage; Canadian sledge, xix. - 
F. - It. carriuola, f. carro car. 

carrion tcorpse; dead putrefying flesh, xra. 
ME. caroine, etc. - AN., ONF. caroi(g)ne, OF. 
charoigne (mod. charogne) Rom. *cardnia, f. 
L. card flesh (cf. carnage). 

carrot xvi. - (O)F. carotte - L. carota - Gr 
karoton. 

carry xrv. - AN., ONF. carter, var. of charier 
(mod charrier cart, drag), f. c(h)ar car. Hence 
carrier xrv; see -er'. 

cart tcarriage; strong two-wheeled vehicle xra: 
light sprung two-wheeled vehicle xix. ME. 
carte, (i) partly metathetic repr. of OE. craet; 
(ii) partly - cogn. ON. kartr, prob. infl. by AN., 
ONF. carete (mod. charrette cart), dim. of c(h)ar 
car. 

carte blanche xviii. - F. ‘blank paper’, 
cartel written challenge xvi; written agreement 
as to exchange of prisoners xvii; (after G. 
kartell), combination for business or political 
purposes xx. - F. - It. cartello placard, chal¬ 
lenge, dim. of carta paper, letter (cf. chart); see 
-EL*. 

Cartesian xvii. - modL. Cartesianus, f. Car- 
tesius, latinized form of the surname of Rene 
Descartes, French philosopher and mathema¬ 
tician (1596-1650); see -ian. 

Carthusian one of an order of monks founded 
by St. Bruno in 1084. xvi. - medL. Carthusidnus, 
f. Chart(h)usia Chartreuse, near Grenoble, 
France. The earlier form of the place-name 
was Charteuse\ the altered form Chartreuse, 
AN. Chartrous, was adopted in later ME. and, 
by assim. to house, became Charterhouse 
(i) Carthusian monastery xvi, (ii) hospital foun¬ 
ded 1611 on the site of the C. monastery in 
London, later a public school, 

cartilage xvi. - F. - L. cartildgo (-agin ) So 
cartilaginous xvi. - (O)F. or L. ( osus). 

cartography xix. - F cartography, f. carte 
map - L. charta chart; see -o-, -graphy. 

carton white disk within the bull's-eye of a tar¬ 
get xix; pasteboard container xx. - F. carton 
pasteboard, cardboard (see next), 

cartoon drawing made as a design for a paint¬ 

ing xvii; illustration in a periodical as a com¬ 
ment on current events xix. - F. carton - It. 
cartone, augm. of carta paper, card*; see -oon. 

cartouche tcartridge; (archit.) corbel, tablet, 
etc. xvn. - F. cartouche cornet of paper, car¬ 
tridge - It. cartoccio, f. carta paper (cf. card*). 

cartridge xvi. alt. of prec., but recorded earlier. 
c(h)artulary (hist.) place where records are 
kept; collection or register of records, xvi. - 
medL. c(h)artuldrium, f. c(h)artula, dim. of 
c(h)arta paper; see chart, charter, and -ary. 

carucate (hist.) as much land as can be tilled 
with one plough in one year. xv. - medL. 
car(r)ucdta, f. car(r)uca orig. coach, chariot, in 
Gaul early applied to the wheel-plough, rel. to 
carrus car; see -ate1. 

carve fcut; cut artistically or ornamentally OE; 
cut up meat at table xra. OE. ceorfan str. vb. = 
(M)Du. kerven, MHG. kerben WGmc. *kerfan. 
The weak copj. is found as early as xv. The nor¬ 
mal repr. of OE. ceorfan would be *charve, but 
initial k had established itself by c.1200 in the 
pres, stem through the infl. of other parts of the 
vb. or of the Scand. forms, 

caryatid (archit.; orig. and usu. pi.) female 
figure used as a column, xvi. - F. cariatide - 

It. cariatide, or their source, L. caryatides - Gr. 
karudtides (pi.) priestesses of Artemis at Karuai 
(Caryae) in Laconia. 

cascade waterfall, xvn. - F. - It. cascata, f. ca- 
scare fallRom. *casicare, f. L. casus fall; see 
case', -ADE. Hence as vb. xviii. 

cascara (sagrada) a laxative drug. xix. - Sp. 
‘(sacred) bark’, f. cascar crack, burst. 

case1 fevent, chance; instance, example xra; 
state, condition xrv; (gram.) inflexional form of 
noun, etc. xrv; (leg.) state of the facts, cause, suit 
xrv. ME. ca(a)s - (O)F. cas - L. casus fall, chance, 
grammatical case (tr. Gr. ptosis lit. fall), f. base* 
of codere fall. 

case* receptacle xra; protective covering xrv; 
chest; frame xvi, as in staircase (xvn). - OF. 
casse, dial. var. of chasse (mod. chasse reliquary, 
frame)L. capsa box, bookcase, f. base of capere 
hold (see heave). 

casein protein constituent of milk. xix. f. L. 
caseus cheese; see -in. 

casement (archit.) hollow moulding xv; win¬ 
dow frame opening on hinges xvi (coze-, -murid). 
Cf. medL. cassa, etc., and cassa fenestre case¬ 
ment or moulding; cassimentum casement (of 
window); app. f. case* + -ment. For the appli¬ 
cation of -MENT in Eng. cf. battlement. 

caseous of cheese, xvn. f. L. caseus cheese + 
-ous. 

cash fmoney-box; money, xvi. - F. tcasse, or its 
source. It. cassa L. capsa case*. 

cashew large W. Indian tree, Anacardium oc- 
cidentale. xvra. - Pg. (a)caju - Tupi. 

cashier1 one who pays out and receives money, 
xvi. - Du. kassier, or its source, F. caissier, f. 
caisse cash; see -ier. 

cashier* disband (troops); dismiss from office, 
xvi (casseer, casseir). - early Flem. kasseren dis¬ 
band (soldiers), revoke (a will) - F. casser break, 
dismiss, rescind = It. cassare cancelL. quas- 
sare quash. 
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cashmere (in full Cashmere shawl), shawl 
made of fine wool obtained from the Kashmir 
goat; the material itself, xrx Kashmir, name of 
a province in the W. Himalayas, India, 

casino xvm. - It, dim. of casa house L. casa 
cottage. 

cask hooped wooden vessel; fcasket; thelmet. 
xv. - F. casque or Sp. casco helmet, casque. The 
earliest and prevailing sense was prob im¬ 
ported with the wine trade and depended on 
provincial uses of the S. French or Sp. region, 
where, however, the only recorded sense is 
‘helmet’. 

casket xv. of obscure orig.; poss. - AN. alt. of 
synon. (O)F. cassette - It. cassetta, dim. of cassa 
L. capsa box (see case1); see -et 

casque helmet, xvn. - F. - Sp. casco; cf. cask. 

cassation annulment, xv. - (O)F. cassation, f. 
casser quash; see -ation. 

cassava tropical plant of genus Manihot; starch 
obtained from this (tapioca), xvi. The earliest 
forms cazibi, cas{s)avi, etc. repr. original Taino 
casavi; the pres, is an alt. of these after F. 
cassa ve. 

casserole xvm. - F., extension of cassole, dim. 
of casse - Pr. casa Rom. (late L.) cattia pan - 
Gr. kuath(e)ion, dim. of kuathos cup. 

cassia kind of cinnamon. OE. and ME., but not 
naturalized till xvi. - L. cas(s)ia - Gr kasia - 
Heb. ke$i'ah bark resembling cinnamon, f. ka$a' 
strip off. 

cassock soldier’s or rider’s cloak; long loose 
coat or gown xvi; long (esp. black) tunic worn 
by ecclesiastics xvn. - F. cosaque - It. casacca, 
prob. - Turk, kazak tribal name, 

cassowary bird related to the ostrich, xvn. - 
Malay kesuari. 

cast superseded OE. weorpan warp in the sense 
of throw, but is now largely itself superseded by 
the latter in the ordinary physical sense, though 
used extensively in many transf. and techn. 
applications, xm. - ON. kasta. Hence cast sb. 
throw xiii; in many derived uses, e g. fdesign, 
device xm; assignment of parts in a play; twist, 
turn xvi; tinge, hue xvn; style, sort xvn. 

castanet xvu. - Sp. castaheta (with later assim. 
to F. castagnette), dim. of castafia L. castanea 
chestnut; see -et. 

castaway rejected, reprobate; and as sb. xvi. f. 
PP. Of CAST + AWAY. 

caste race, stock xvi; hereditary class in Indian 
society xvn. - Sp., and (particularly in its Indian 
application) Pg. casta, sb. use (sc. raza, raqa 
race) of fern, of casto pure, unmixed (see 
chaste). 

castellated built like a castle, as with battle¬ 
ments xvn; furnished with castles xix. f. medL. 
castelldtus, f. L. castellum castle; see -ate2, -ed. 

So castellation xix. 
castigate correct by punishment or discipline, 

xvn. f. pp. stem of L. castigare correct, reprove, 

chastise, f. castus pure, chaste; see -ate8. So 
castigation xrv. - L. 

castle xi. - AN.. ONF. castel, var. of chastel 
(mod. chateau) L. castellum, dim. of castrum 
entrenchment, fortified place, fort. 

castor1 beaver, unctuous substance obtained 

from the beaver (used as a drug), xiv. - (O)F. or 
L. castor - Gr. kastdr. The history of the use of 
castor oil (xvm) for the pale yellow oil obtained 
from the seeds of the plant Ricinus communis is 
obscure. 

castor3 perforated vessel for sprinkling pepper, 
sugar, etc. xvn; swivel wheel on legs of fumi 
ture xvm. var. of caster, agent-noun f. cast + 
-er'. The sp. -or for -er (still current) may have 
been favoured as being more appropriate to an 
instrument; cf. razor, mirror, and words in 
-ATOR. 

castrate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. castrare, f. 
*castrum knife; see -ate*. So castration xv. - 
F. or L. 

casual accidental xrv; occurring uncertainly 
xv; occurring without design xvn. - (O)F. casuel 
and L. cdsualis (in its late and med. uses), f. 
casus case1; see -al'. Hence casually xrv; after 
medL. casualiter. casualty casual occurrence, 
loss, etc. xv; casual charge xv; after medL. 
cdsualitds. 

casuist student of cases of conscience, xvn. - 
F. casuiste - Sp. (modL.) casuista, f. L. casus 
case*; see -ist. Hence casuistry xvm; prob. 
after sophistry, and so at first derogatory 

cat OE. catt m. (= ON. kQttr), catte fern. (= MDu. 
katte, Du. kat, OHG. kazza, G. katze); reinforced 
in ME. by AN., ONF. cat, var. of (O)F. chat 
late L. cattus, of unkn. orig. 

cata-, before a vowel cat-, combining with h 
cath-, repr. Gr. adv.-prep, kata down, down 
from, according to, used with the senses (1) 
down, in position, (2) down, in quantity or 
degree, (3) amiss, mis-, (4) against, alongside, (5) 
thoroughly, entirely. 

catachresis improper use (of word), xvi - L. 
catachresis - Gr. katakhresis, f. katakhresthai 
use amiss, f. cata- 3 + khresthai use. So cata- 
chrestic(al) adjs. xvn. 

cataclysm deluge; great upheaval, xvii. - F. 
cataclysme - L. cataclysmos - Gr. kataklusmos. 
f. katakluzein, f. cata- 1 + kluzein wash, 

catacombs subterranean cemeteries in Rome, 
and hence gen. xvii. - F. catacombes - late L. 
catacumbas, specific name from c.400 of the 
cemetery of St. Sebastian on the Appian Way; 
the word seems to be orig. invariable, but later 
was treated as acc. pi., from which a sing, cata 
cumba was formed, whence the occas. use of the 
sg. in modem langs.; the ult. orig. is unkn. 

catafalque erection in a church to receive the 
coffin of a deceased person, xvii. - F. - It. cata- 
falco (= OF. escafaut, mod. echafaud) See 
SCAFFOLD. 

catalepsy disease characterized by a seizure or 
trance, xvi. - F. catulepsie or late L. cataiepsia, 
f. Gr. katalepsis, f. katalambdnein seize upon, f. 
cata- 5 + lambanein take. See -y3. So cataleptic 
xvii. 

catalogue xv. - (O)F. - late L. catalogus - Gr. 
katdiogos, f. katalegein pick out, enlist, enrol, f. 
cata- 5 + legein collect, choose, enumerate, 

catalysis fdissolution xvii; (chem.) chemical 
action brought about by a substance that re¬ 
mains unchanged xix - modL. - Gr. katalusis, 
f. kataluein dissolve, f. cata- 2 + luein loosen 
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Hence catalyse, catalytic xix, catalyst xx; 

after analyse, etc. 
catamaran xvu. - Tamil kaffumaram ‘tied 
wood’, f. kaffu tie, bond + maram wood, 

catamite sodomite’s subject xvi. - L. cata- 
mitus - (through Etruscan calmite) Gr. Ganumt- 
des Ganymede, cup-bearer of Zeus, 

catamountain leopard, panther, etc. xvi (also 
catamount xvii); earlier cat of the mountain 
(xv-xvi), which was first used to render L. par- 
dus, Gr. pardos pard. 

catapult (mil.) missile engine xvi; shooting in¬ 
strument consisting of a forked stick with elas¬ 
tic band xix. - (O)F. catapulte or L. catapulta - 
Gr. katapeltes, f. cata- 1 + *pel-, var. base of 
pdllein hurl. 

cataract t(pl-) floodgates of heaven (cf. Gen. 7: 
11,8: 2) xv; fwaterspouts; (sg.) waterfall; opacity 
of the lens of the eye (prob. fig. use of the sense 
portcullis’) xvi. - L. cataracta - Gr. katarir)h- 

dktes down-rush, waterfall, portcullis, 
catarrh xvi. - F. catarrhe - late L. catarrhus - 
Gr. katdrrhous rheum, f. katarrhein run down, 
f. cata- 1 + rhein flow. 

catarrhine (zool.) monkey having the nostrils 
close together and pointed downwards, xix. f. 
Gr. cata- 4 + rhts, rhin- nostril, 

catastrophe denouement of a drama; dis¬ 
astrous end xvii; event subversive of order 
xvii; sudden disaster xvm. - L. catastropha - 
Gr. katastropht overturning, sudden turn, f. 
katastrephein overturn. Hence catastrophic 

xix. 
catch tchase; capture, grasp, seize; take, get, 
receive, xiii. ME. cac{c)hen - AN., ONF. cachier, 
var. of OF. chacier (mod. chasser)Rom. *cap- 
tidre, repl. L. captare try to catch, lie in wait for, 
(hence) hunt, chase1 (the sense in all the Rom. 
langs.). Catch took over the sense ‘seize’ and its 
conjugational forms from the native latch (OE. 
laeccan), e g. ca(u)hte, caught and cachte, catched 
beside la(u)hte, laught and lachte, latched. 
Hence catch sb. act of catching, something 
caught xv; contrivance for checking a mechan¬ 
ism xiv; (mus.) round xvii. 

catchup, catsup see ketchup. 

catechize give systematic oral instruction xv; 
question systematically (from the question- 
and-answer form of the Church Catechism) 
xvii. - ChrL. catechizare - ecclGr. katekhizein, 
f. katekhein sound through, instruct orally, f. 
cata- 5 + ekhein sound; see -ize. So catechism 

catechetical instruction; manual of religious 
instruction in the form of question and answer. 
xvi. catechetic(al) xvii. 

catechu astringent substance obtained from 
various Eastern barks, etc xvii. - modL. cate¬ 
chu, defined as ‘terra japonica’ (Japanese earth) 
on account of its appearance, unexpl. deriv. of 
Malay kachu, see cachou. 

catechumen convert under instruction, xv. - 
(O)F. catechumene or ecclL. catechumenus - Gr. 
katekhoumenos being instructed, prp. pass, of 
katekhein (see catechize). 

category xv. - F. categorie or its source, late 
L. categoria - Gr. kategoria accusation, etc., f. 
katigoros accuser, etc., f. cata- 4 + agord assem¬ 

bly; see -y*. So categoric xvu, categorical 

xvi. - F. categorique or late L. categoricus. 
catena series of quotations in support of a 
thesis, etc. xvii. Short for ecclL. catena patrum 
‘chain of the Fathers’ (viz. of the Church); see 
chain. So catenary (math.) curve formed by a 
chain hanging from two points, xvm. catena¬ 

tion linking into or as with a chain, xvii. 

cater xvu. f. tcater (xrv) buyer of provisions, 
caterer, aphetic form of tacater purchaser - 
AN. acatour, var. of OF. achatour, f. achater 
buy (mod. acheter) Rom. *accaptare, f. ac- 

+ capture catch. Hence caterer xvi; see -er1. 

caterpillar xv. The earliest recorded form, 
catyrpel, is prob. - AN. var. of OF. chatepelose 
‘hairy cat’; assoc, in xvi with tpiller ravager, 
plunderer (see pillage), prob. brought about 
the extended form in -piller, -pillar. 

caterwaul xrv. One of a group of cogn. for 
mations of which the earliest is caterwawed 
caterwauling, a noun of action with -ed, repr. 
OE. -ad. The first el. is to be identified with 
cat, but it is doubtful whether it is rel. to or 
- LG., Du. kater male cat, or whether the -er- 
is merely an arbitrary connective syll.; the 
second el. appears variously as -w(r)awe, -wall 
(xvi), etc. 

catgut dried intestines of sheep, etc. used 
for the strings of musical instruments, xvi. 
f. cat -+- gut; the reason for the use of cat is 
unkn. 

cathartic cleansing, purgative, xvii. - late L. 
catharticus - Gr. kathartikos, f. kathairein 
cleanse, f. katharos clean. So catharsis purga¬ 
tion. xix. - modL. - Gr. kdtharsis. 

cathedral pert, to an episcopal see. xm. - 
(O)F. cathedral - late L. cathedralis, f. L. cathe¬ 
dra - Gr. kathedrd seat, f. cata- 1 + *hed-*sed- 
sit; as sb., short for cathedral church xvi. 

catheter xvu. f. late L. - Gr. kathetir, f. kathe-, 
kathienai send or let down, f. cata- 1 + hienai 
send + agent-suffix -ter. 

cathode (electr.) negative electrode, xix. - Gr. 
kdthodos going down, f. cata- 1 + hodos way. Cf. 
anode, electrode. 

catholic universal (spec, of the Christian 
Church) xiv; sb. member of the Catholic Church 
xv. - (O)F. catholique or its source ChrL. catho- 
licus - Gr. katholikos general, universal, f. kata 
in respect of (cf. cata-) + holos whole. Hence 
Catholicism, -ize xvii; catholicity xix. 

cation (electr.) a positive ion moving towards 
the cathode during electrolysis, xix. - Gr. 
kation, f. cata- 1 + ion; cf. cathode. 

catkin xvi. - Du. Ikatteken lit. kitten, dim. of 
katte cat. 

catmint the plant Nepeta cataria, which at¬ 
tracts cats, xm (kattesminte). f. cat + mint2, after 
medL. herba catti, h. cataria. 

catsup var. of catchup. 
cattle tproperty; livestock, xm. ME. catel(l) - 
AN., ONF. catel, var. of chatel (see chattel). 

caucus (U S.) private meeting of the chiefs of a 
political party xvm; in Eng. use applied from 
1878 to organizations for managing political 
elections, etc. Perh. repr. an Algonquian word 
meaning elder, adviser’. 
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caudal pert to a tail. xvn. - modL. caudalis, f. 
L. cauda tail; see -al'. So caudate tailed, xvii. - 
medL.; see -ate1 

caudle thin gruel sweetened and spiced, xiii. - 
ONF. caudel, var of chaudel (mod. chaudeau) 
medL. *caldellum, dim of L. caldum hot drink, 
sb. use of n. of cal(i)dus hot. 

caul (hist.) woman’s close-fitting cap, hairnet; 
investing membrane, e.g. omentum, amnion. 
xiii. ME. calle, of doubtful orig.; perh. - (O)F. 
cale head-covering, f. calotte (see calotte) by 
back-formation; but the Eng. word is recorded 
earlier. 

cauldron XIII. ME. caudroun - AN., ONF. cau- 
dron (mod. chaudron), augm. of Rom. *caldario, 
L. calddrium hot bath, f. cal(i)dus hot. The ety¬ 
mologizing sp. with / appeared xv and subseq. 
infl. the pronunc. 

cauliflower xvi. Earlier cole /lory, colli/lory alt. 
(by assim. to cole) of F. tchou fleuri (Jlori), 
prob. - It. cavolfiore or modL. cauliflora ‘flow¬ 
ered cabbage’. The second element was assim. 
to flower xvii, as in F. chou-fleur. 

caulk xv. - OF. cauquer, caukier, north, var. of 
OF. cauchier tread, press with force L. calcare 
tread, press, f. calx, calc- heel, 

cause ground or reason for action xiii; legal case 
or suit xiii; that which produces an effect xrv. - 
(O)F. - L. causa reason, motive, law-suit. So 
causal xvi - late L causalis. causality, cau¬ 

sation xvn, causative xv, all - late L. or F. 
cause vb. be the cause of. xiv. - (O)F. causer or 
medL. causare. 

causeway raised road xv; (paved) highway 
xvn. Early forms are cawce, cawcy, and causey 
way, reduced to caus(e)way xvi. Causey (dial.) 
is - AN. *cauce[e) = ONF. cauciee (mod. chaus- 
see) Rom. *calciata (sc. via way, road), fern, 
pp. f. L. calx, calc- lime, chalk. 

caustic corrosive xrv; fig. bitter xviii. - F. caus- 
tique or L. causticus - Gr. kaustikos capable of 
burning, f. kaustos combustible, f. *kap-, base of 
kaiein burn; see -ic. 

cauterize xiv. - (O)F. cauteriser - late L. cau 
terizare, alt. - Gr. kauteriazein, f. kaut&rion, 
whence (through L. cauterium) cautery xiv 
cauterizing instrument, drug, or operation; ult. 
f. Gr. kaiein, see caustic, -ize 

caution security, bail xiii; taking heed, word of 
warning xvii. orig. - (O)F - L. cautio, -on-, f. pp. 
stem of cavere take heed; a re-adoption from L. 
took place c.1600; see -tion. Hence caution vb 
warn. xvn. So cautious xvii; see tious. 

cavalcade tride xvi, procession on horseback 
xvii - F. cavalcade, earlier t-cate - It. cavalcata, 
f. cavalcare Rom. *caballicare nde, f. L. 
caballus pack-horse, nag, in Rom. (vi) soldier’s 
word for ’horse’ (F. cheval, etc.), which, like Gr 
kaballes, is an alien word; see -ade. 

cavalier horseman; courtly gentleman, gallant 
xvi; Royalist xvii. - F. cavalier or its source It. 
cavaliere, deriv. of L. (Rom.) caballus horse (see 
prec ); see -ier. 

cavalry xvi (cavalierie). - F. cavalierie - It. 
cavalleria (corr. to F. chevalerie chivalry), 

1. cavallo L. caballus, see cavalcade and 

-ERY, RY. 

cave1 underground hollow, xiii. - (O)F. (now 
‘cellar’) - L. cava, sb. use of fern. sg. or n. pi. of 
cavus hollow. 

cave* fall in over a hollow, xvm. prob. var. of 
dial. (esp. eastern) calve (xvm), cauve, which 
may be of LG. orig., cf. WFlem. inkalven fall in, 
Du. afkalven fall away, uitkalven fall out. 

caveat xvi. - L., 3rd sing. pres. subj. of cavere 
beware. 

cavern xrv. - (O)F. caverne or L. caverna, f. ca¬ 
vus hollow; cf. cave’ and, for the suffix, cistern, 

tavern. So cavernous xv. - (O)F. caverneux, 
L. cavernosas. 

caviare xvi. Various early forms, repr. It. ca- 
viale (whence F. fcavial), F. caviar, etc.; the 
source appears to be Gr khaviari, of uncert. 
orig. 

cavil xv. - (O)F. caviller - L. cavillari, f. cavilla 
scoffing, mockery. So cavitiation xiv. 

cavity xvi. - F cavite or late L. cavitds, f. cavus 
hollow; see cave1, -ity. 

cavort (orig. U S.) prance or caper about, orig. 
of a hcrse or rider, xix. perh. alt. of curvet. 

cavy rodent of the family Caviidae, including 
the guinea-pig. xvm. - modL. cavia, f. Galibi 
(French Guiana) cabiai 

caw imit. of the cry of rooks and the like. xvi. 
cayenne (pepper) xvm. Early forms kayan, 
kian, orig. - Tupi kyynha, quiynha, later assim 
to Cayenne, chief town of French Guiana, 

cayman, caiman American alligator, xvi. - 
Sp., Pg. caiman - Carib acayuman, cay(e)man. 

cease xiv. ME. ces(s)en - (O)F. cesserL. cessare 
stop, f. cess-, pp. stem of cedere yield, cede. 

cecity blindness, xvi. - L. caecitas, f. caecus blind; 
see -ity. 

cedar xiii (cedre). - OF. cedre (mod. cedre) - L. 
cedrus - Gr. kedros juniper, cedar. OE. had ceder 
from L. The sp. with -or dates from xvi. 

cede tgive way xvii; give up, yield xvm. - F. 
ceder or L. cedere go (away), retire, yield, 

cedilla the mark > written under c xvi. - Sp. 
cedilla, now zedilla, dim. of zeda letter z 

ceiling flining of the inside of roof or walls xiv; 
fscreen of tapestry, curtain xv; (naut.) inside 
planking of a ship’s bottom xvii; plaster cover¬ 
ing the top of a room xvi. Late ME. celynge, 
siting, early modEng. syll-, seel-, del-, seyl-, ap 
pearing contemp. with celure, selure, sil(l)our, 
later seller canopy, hangings, tapestry (xrv-xvi); 
these corresp. in use to medL. celum (xn), cela 
tura (xiii), celura (xiv), but the meaning is freq. 
uncert.; possible OF. connections are rare, 
and it remains doubtful whether L. caelum 
heaven is the ult. base and how far L caeldre 
engrave, caeldtura engraving, carving are con 
cerned. 

celadon pale shade of green, xvm. - F , a use 
of the name of a languorous gallant in the 
‘Astree’ of d’Urfe (1610), who took it from 
Ovid’s ’Metamorphoses’. 

celandine name of two (distinct) plants bear¬ 
ing yellow flowers, xiii. Earliest form celidoine, 
the intrusive -n- being recorded xv - OF. celi- 
doine - medL. celidonia. for L. chelidonia (sc. 
herba plant), -onium - Gr. kbeliddnion, f. 
kheliddn swallow. 
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celebrate xv. f. tcelebrate, pp. (xv) - L. cele- 
brbtus, pp. of celebrare, f. celeber, celebr- fre¬ 
quented, frequent, renowned; see -ate*. Hence 
celebrated famous xvn. So celebration xvi. 

celeriac xvtii. f. celery, with arbitrary use of 
the suffix -AC. 

celerity xv. - (O)F. celerite - L. celeritds, f. celer 
swift; see -ity. 

celery xvn. - F celeri - It. dial, selleri - L. sell- 
non, sellnum - Gr. selinon. 

celestial xiv. - OF. - medL. celestialis, f. L. caele- 
stis, f. caelum heaven; see -lal. 

celibacy xvn. f. L. caelibdtus, f. caelebs, caelib- 
unmarried; see -acy. 

cell dependent religious house xn; small dwell¬ 
ing or apartment; cavity in an organism xrv; 
various subsequent uses. - OF. celle, or its 
source L. cello store-room, chamber, small 
apartment, in medL. in the first two senses 
above, rel. to L. celdre conceal. 

cellar tstore-room xiii; underground room xrv 
ME. celer - AN. celer = OF. celier (mod. cellier) 
late L. celldrium set of cells, storehouse for food, 
f. cello CELL. 

cello shortening of violoncello, xix. 
cellular xvm. - F. celluloire - modL. cellularis, 

f. cellula, dim. of cello cell; see -ar. 
cellulose adj. consisting of cells xviii; sb. a 
carbohydrate, main constituent of plant-cell 
walls xix. As adj. - modL. cellulosus; as sb. - F. 
cellulose; see prec. and -ose. Hence celluloid 
xix; the use of -oid is arbitrary. 

Celt, Kelt fa Gaul xvii; one who speaks a Celtic 
language xvm. In the earliest use - L. Celtae pi. - 
Gr. Keltoi; in the mod. use - F. Celte. So Celtic 
xvn. - L. Celticus and F celtique. 

celt prehistoric instrument with chisel edge, 
xvm. - modL. celtes, based on celte, which occurs 
in the Clementine text of Vulg , Job 19: 24 (‘stylo 
ferreo et plumbi lamina vel celte sculpantur in 
silice’), where some MSS. read certe ‘surely’ 
(corr. to for ever’ of A.V.); the adoption of 
the word as a techn. term of archaeology was 
prob. assisted by a supposed connection with 
Celt. 

cement sb. xiii. ME. siment - (O)F. cimentL 
caementum quarry stone, pi. chips of stone, f. 
*caedmentum, f. caedere hew; see -ment. So as vb. 
xrv. - (O)F. cimenter. 

cemetery xiv. - late L. caemeterium - Gr. koime- 
tirion dormitory, (in Christian writers) burial- 
ground, f. koiman put to sleep, 

cenobite var. of coenobite. 
cenotaph sepulchral monument to a person 
buried elsewhere xvii. - F cenotaphe - late L. 
cenotaphium - Gr. kends empty + taphos tomb, 

censer vessel in which incense is burnt cere 
monially. xiii (senser). - AN censer, senser, OF 
censier, aphetic of ensensier, f. ensens incense'. 
So cense vb burn incense to, fumigate with in¬ 
cense xiv. 

censor supervisor of morals, etc. xvi. - L. cen¬ 
sor, f. censere pronounce as an opinion, assess, 
judge. Hence censor vb. xix. So censure 
■(•judgement xiv; adverse judgement xvii. - 
(O)F. - L. censuro', see ure. censure vb. xvi 
- F. censurer 

census registration of citizens in ancient Rome 
xvn; enumeration of population xvm. - L. cen¬ 
sus, rel. to prec. 

cent (U.S., etc.) ^ of a dollar, xvm. - F., or It. 
cento, L. centum hundred. See also per cent. 

centaur fabulous creature, half man, half i 
horse, xrv. - L. centaurus - Gr. kentauros, of 
unkn. orig. 

centaury plant the medicinal properties of 
which were said to have been discovered by 
Chiron the centaur, xrv. - late L. centauria, , 
-ea, f. L. centaurion, -eum - Gr. kentaurie)ion, f. j 
kentauros centaur. 

centenary adj. of a hundred years xvn; sb. flOO 
pounds xvi; century xvn; centennial anni¬ 
versary xvm. - L. centendrius, containing a 
hundred, f. centeni hundred each, f. centum hun¬ 

dred; see -ary. So centenarian 100 years old. 
xix. centennial of 100 years, xvm. f. L. centum, 
after biennial, centesimal hundredth (part), 
xvn. f. L. centesimus hundredth. 

centi- comb, form of L. centum hundred, used 
in the F metric system to denote the 100th part 
of a unit, as centigramme, -litre, -metre; also 
in centigrade pert, to Celsius’s thermometer 
xix. - F. centigrade, f. L. grad us step, grade. 
centipede xvn. - F. centipede or L. centipeda 
(pes, ped- foot). 

centime 7^ of a franc, xix. - F., f. L. centum 
HUNDRED. 

cento tpatchwork; composition made up of 
scraps, xvn. - L. cento patchwork garment, 
poem made up of verses from other sources; 
rel. to Gr. kentein stitch, kentron patchwork 
garment. 

centre, U.S. center sb. xrv. - (O)F. centre or 
its source L. centrum - Gr. kentron goad, peg, 
stationary point of a pair of compasses, f. base 
of kentein prick. From xvi to xvm the prevalent 
sp. was center, centre appeared in Bailey’s diet. 
1727 and was adopted by Johnson. Hence centre 

vb. xvn. So central xvi, -ize xix. 
centri- comb, form of L. centrum centre in cen¬ 
trifugal, centripetal xvm, f. modL. centrifugus, 
pet us, f. stems of L. fugere flee, petere seek. In 
some other techn. terms centro-, repr. Gr. ken¬ 
tron, has been used. 

centuple hundredfold, xvn. - F. centuple or 
ecclL. centuplus. var. of centuplex, f. centum 
hundred; cf. -FOLD. 

century group of 100 xvi; 100 years xvn. - L. 
centuria assemblage of 100 things, division of 
the Roman army (orig. 100 horsemen), f. centum 
hundred; see -ys. So centurion commander of 
a century, xrv. 

cephalic of the head. xvi. - (O)F. cephalique - 1 
L. cephalicus - Gr. kephalikos, f. kephalt head; 
see -ic. 

ceraimic adj. xix. - Gr. keramikos, f. keramos 
potter’s earth, pottery; see -ic. 

cere wax-like membrane at the base of a bird’s ( 
beak. xv. - medL. use of L. cera wax. 

cereal adj and sb xix. - L. ceredlis pert, to the : 
cultivation of grain, f. Ceres goddess of agri- j 

culture; see -al'. 

cerebral xix. f. L. cerebrum, rel. to Skr. sira- 
head, point, Gr. keros horn, ON. hiarni (whence : 
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ME. hernes, mod. dial. Iiarns brains); see -al1. 

So cerebration action of the brain, xix 
cerecloth waxed cloth used as a winding-sheet, 
etc. xv (sirecloth). Also cered cloth, with pp of 
cire, cere vb. (xrv) - (O)F. cirer assim. to L. cerare, 
f. cera wax. So cerements waxed wrappings for 
the dead xvn; see -ment. 

ceremony xrv. - (perh. through (O)F. ceremonie) 
L. aerimonia religious worship, (pi.) ritual ob¬ 
servances; see -mony. So ceremonial xrv. - 
late L. ceremonious xvi. - F. or late L. 

cerise light clear bright red. xix. adj. use of F. 
cerise Rom. *ceresea cherry. 

cerium (chem.) metallic element, xix. - modL., 
named after the asteroid Ceres-, see -ium 

certain fixed; sure xiii; some (particular or defi¬ 
nite) xm; established as truth; fully confident 
xrv; a certain xvm; a certain age (after F. d un 
certain age rather elderly) xix - (O)F. Rom. 
*certanus, extension of L certus settled, sure, 
pp. formation on cernere sift, separate, decide, 
rel. to Gr. krtnein (see crisis). So certainty 

xrv. - AN. certainte, OF. certainete. 
certify xrv. - (O)F. certifier - late or medL. cer 
tiftcare, f. certus certain; see fy. So certifica¬ 

tion xv. certificate xv. - F. certificat or medL. 
certificatum, sb. use of pp. of certificare, see 
-ate*. 

certiorari (leg.) writ from a higher court for 

the production of records from a lower, xv. pass, 

of late legal L. certiorare inform (certiorem 
facere), f. certior, compar. of certus certain. 

certitude xv. - late L. certitude), f. certus cer 

tain; see -tude. 

cerulean of a deep blue. xvn. - L. caeruleus sky- 
blue, prob.*cxlolo$, f. czelum sky, heaven; see 
-EAN. 

ceruse white lead. xiv. - (O)F. ceruse - L. 
cerussa. 

cervical xvn. - F. cervical or modL. cervicalis 
(cf, L. cervical pillow), f. cervix, cervic- neck; see 
-al1. 

cess local rate (in Ireland still the official term), 
xvi. var. of sess, aphetic form of assess. 

cessation xrv. - L. cessatio, -on-, f. pp. stem of 
cessare cease. 

cesser (leg.) cessation, xvi. sb. use of (O)F. ces¬ 
ser cease; see -er*. 

cession action of ceding or surrendering, xrv. - 
(O)F. cession or its source L. cessio, on-, f. cedere, 
cess- cede; see -ion. 

cesspool excavation in the bottom of a drain to 
retain solid matter xvn; well to receive soil from 
privies, etc. xvm. perh. alt., with assim. to pool1, 

of cesperalle, susprall, suspirel settling tank, 
cesspool (xvi), vars. of tsuspiral vent, esp. of 
a conduit, water-pipe - OF. souspirail (mod 
soupirail) air-hole, f. sou(s)pirer (L. suspirare) 
suspire + L. spiraculum air-hole. Hence cesspit 

xix. 
cetaceous of the whale kind. xvn. f. modL 
cetacea (used zcol. as the name of an order), f. 
L. cetus - Gr. ketos whale; see -aceous. 

Chablis French white wine. xvn. - F., f. name 
of a town in E. France. 

chafe theat, inflame; ruffle, vex xrv; rub so as 
to warm xv; rage, fret xvi. ME. chaufe - OF. 

chaufer (mod. chauffer) Rom. *calefare, for 
calefacere make warm (see calefaction). 

chafer beetle (now chiefly in cockchafer) OE. 
deaf or Gmc. *kabraz, -uz, parallel to defer = 
OS., (M)Du. kever, OHG. chefario) (G. kafer) 
Gmc. *kebraz\ prob. lit. ‘the gnawer’, and rel. to 
next and OE. ceafl, jowl1. 

chaff1 husks of grain OE.; refuse xm; cut hay 
and straw xvm. OE. deaf = MLG, (M)Du., MHG. 
kaf (G. dial, kaff), corr. to OHG. cheva husk, 
prob. f. Gmc. base *kaf- *kef gnaw, chew, 

chaff* banter lightly, also as sb xix. of slang 
orig.; perh. a var. of chafe, for which sps. with 
-ff- occur from xvi in the sense of ‘scolding’, 

chaffer traffic, trade; merchandise, xm. ME. 
chaf-, cheffare, ch(e)apfare OE. *ceapfaru, f. 
ceap bargain, sale+faru going, journey, pro 
ceedings (prob after ON. kaupfqr trading jour 
ney); see cheap, fare. The orig. word became 
obs. in xvn; a new sb. meaning ‘bargaining’, f 
the vb., appeared xix. Hence chaffer vb ftrade; 
bargain, haggle xrv. 

chaffinch OE. ceaffind, f. chaff1 + finch. 

chagrin fanxious care, melancholy xvii; vexa¬ 
tion xvm; also tadj. grieved, mortified xvii. - F. 
chagrin sb. and adj , of unkn. orig. 

chain sb. xm. - OF. chaine (mod. chaine) L 
catena. Hence, or - (O)F., chain vb xiv. 

chair xm (chaere, chaier). - AN. chaere, OF 
chaiere (mod. chaire bishop’s throne pulpit, 
etc.) L. cathedra - Gr kathedra (see cathe¬ 

dral). Hence chairman xvn. 
chaise pleasure or travelling carriage, xvm. - 

F. chaise, var. of chaire chair. 

c(h)alcedony precious stone (now a sub¬ 
species of quartz). The present forms, dating 
from xv-xvi, are - L. c(h)alcedonius - Gr. khal 
keddn (Rev. 21: 19), assumed to mean ‘stone of 
Chalcedon’ in Asia Minor, but var. L forms 
carc(h)edonia, -ius led to the assoc, with Car¬ 
thage (Gr. Karkhidon). Earlier forms, cassi- 
doine, calcidoine, etc. (from xm) were - OF 

chaldron dry measure (32 bushels), xvii. - OF. 
chauderon (mod. chaudron) cauldron. 

chalet xix. - (Swiss) F., dim. of OF. chasel farm¬ 
stead, dairy Rom. *casdle, f. L. casa hut, 
cottage. 

chalice xm. - (O)F. - L. calix, calic- cup, rel. to 
Gr. kalux calyx. 

chalk OE. cealc = OS. calc, OHG. chalch (G. 
kalk), WGmc. - L. calx, calc- lime, which sense 
has remained in the Gmc. langs. except Eng., 
where it has taken over that of L. creta (whence 
F. craie, cf. crayon). Hence chalk vb. xvi. 
chalky xiv. 

challenge faccusation xm; tclaim; invitation 

to a contest xiv; legal exception taken xvi. ME. 
c(h)alenge - OF.L. calumnia false accusation, 

malicious action at law (see calumny). So chal¬ 
lenge vb. xm. ME. c(h)alange - OF. dh)alen- 
gier L. calumniari calumniate. 

Cham xvi. Earlier form of khan. 

chamber xm. - (O)F. chambre L. camera - 
Gr. kamdrd vault (cf. camera). 

chamberlain attendant on a royal or noble 
chamber xm; steward of a king, etc. xv. ME. 
cha(u)mberleyn, laine - OF. chamberlain, -lenc 
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(mod. chambellan) - Frank. *kamarling, f. ka- 
mara chamber; see -ling1. 

chameleon xrv. - L. chamxleon - Gr. khamai 
leon, f. khamai on the ground (rel. to humus) 

+ leon lion. 

chamfer make a groove in xvi; bevel off a 
square edge xvn. Back-formation from cham¬ 
fering - (with assim. to -ing1) F chamfrain, f. 

chant edge (cant1 ) + fraint, pp. of OF. fraindre 
L frangere break. 

chamois European antelope; soft pliable lea¬ 
ther orig. from this. xvi. First recorded from 
the Geneva Bible (1560), Deut. 14: 5, where the 
Vulgate has camelopardus, LXX kamelopdr- 
dalis. - (O)F., prob. ult. from a pre-Rom. name 
current in the Alpine areas, 

champ chew noisily, etc. xvi. prob. imit. 
champagne wine of Champagne, a province of 

E. France xvn; see next. 
champaign level open country, xiv. ME. 
champayne - OF. champagne late L. cam- 
pdnia fern. sg. and n. pi., sb. uses of adj. f. cam¬ 
pus level field (cf. camp), particularized as 
proper names of regions in France (Cham¬ 
pagne) and Italy (Campagna). 

champion fighting man; one who fights on be¬ 
half of another, xm. - (O)F. medL. campio, f. 
campus field, camp. Hence champion vb. fchal- 
lenge xvii; fight on behalf of xix. 

chance sb. xm. - AN. ch(e)aunce, OF. cheance 
(mod. chance), f. cheoir fall, befall Rom. 
*cadere, for L. cadere fall. Hence chance vb. xiv. 
chancy tSc. lucky xvi; risky xix; see -y1. 

chancel part of a church reserved for clergy 
and choir, xrv. - OF. chancel (now in latinized 
form cancel)L. cancelli lattice, grating, dim. of 
cancer lattice, perh. dissimilated form of career 
barrier, prison 

chancellor Chancellor of England, the highest 
officer of the crown xi; Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer, the highest finance minister xiv; head 
of a university xrv; diocesan vicar-general xvi; 
(Sc.) foreman of a jury xvin. The earliest 
forms canc{h)eler were succeeded by chanceler, 
later (xvi) by forms with the substituted suffix 
-o(u)r. - AN. (fh)anceler, OF. cancelier, (also 
mod.) chance her, semi-leamed - late L. cancel 
larius porter, secretary, f. cancelli (see chancel) 

-t -arius -er3; the L. word was orig. applied to 
an officer whose position was ad cancellos at 
the bars (e.g. of a court). 

chancery court of the Lord Chancellor; since 
1873, a division of the High Court of Justice, xrv. 
Reduced form of ME. cha(u)ncel(e)rie - (O)F. 
chancellerie, f. chancelier chancellor. 

chancre venereal ulcer, xvi. - F. - L. cancer, 
carter-, see cancer. 

chandelier (mil.) wooden framework to pro 

tect sappers in trenches xvii; branched support 

to hold lights xvm. - F., f. chandelle candle; see 

-IER 

chandler maker or seller of candles xrv; retail 
dealer (now in corn-chandler, ship-chandler) 
xvi. - AN. chaundeler, OF. chandelier, f. chan¬ 
delle candle; see er*. 

change alteration, substitution, texchange xiu; 
place of meeting for merchants xrv, money 

given in exchange xvm. - AN. chaunge, OF. 
change, f. changer (whence change vb xm) 
late L. (Rom.) cambidre, f. L. cambire exchange, 
barter, prob of Celt, orig Hence changeling 
fwaverer, turncoat; person, esp. an infant, sub 
stituted for another xvi; see -ling1. 

channel1 bed of running water xm; tubular 
passage xiv; course, direction xvi; groove xvn. - 
OF chanel, partly latinized var. of chenel L. 
candlis, canal- pipe, channel, f. canna pipe, 
cane; see -el3. Cf. canal. . 

channel* (naut.) plank, etc. projecting hori¬ 
zontally from a ship’s side xviii. alt. of chain- 
wale (xvii), f. chain (in the sense ‘contrivance 
used to carry the lower shrouds of a mast out¬ 
side the ship’s side’) -t- wale. 

chant sing xrv; sing as to a chant xv. - (O)F 
chanter L cantare, frequent, of canere sing. 
Hence chant sb. song xvii; tune to which the 
psalms, etc. are sung xvm; cf. (O)F. chant (:- L 
cantus). 

chanticleer cock, orig. as a proper name. xm. - 
OF. chantecler (mod. -clair), proper name of the 
Cock in the fabliau of Reynard the Fox, f. chan¬ 
ter chant + cler clear . 

chantry endowment for a priest to pray for 

the departed xrv, chapel, etc., so endowed xv. 

- OF. chanterie, f. chanter sing, chant; see 

-ERY, -RY. 

chanty var. of shanty3. 

chaos tchasm, abyss (as in Luke 16: 26) xv; 
primordial formless void xvi; utter confusion 
xvii. - F. or L. - Gr. khdos vast chasm, void, f. 
IE. base *ghow- hollow. Hence chaotic xvm. 

chap1 open fissure, spec, in the skin. xiv. rel. to 
chap vb. (north, dial, and Sc.) strike xrv; crack 
in fissures xv; similar in meaning to (M)LG., 
(M)Du. kappen and to chop’, but initial ch is 
unexpl. 

chap3 jaw, chiefly pi. xvi. Somewhat later in 
appearance than the synon. chop*; of unkn 
orig. 

chap* (dial.) purchaser, customer xvi; fellow 
(young) man. xvm. abbrev. of chapman. Hence 
chappie xix (orig. Sc ); see -ie 

chap-book pamphlet of popular literature for¬ 
merly hawked by itinerant dealers, xix f chap 
in CHAPMAN + BOOK. 

(O)F. chape cope, hood, in techn. uses' see cape1 
chapel oratory in a large house, etc xm 
compartment (with an altar) of a church xiv: 
parochial place of worship dependent upon a 
church xv; nonconformist place of worship xvir 
printing office, association of journeyman prin¬ 
ters xvii. - OF. chapele (mod. -elle)medL cap- 
pella (dim. of cappa cape1), orig. the sanctuary 
devoted to the preservation of the cloak (cap 
pel la) of St. Martin of Tours, later (c.800) ex- 
ended to oratories attached to palaces or the 

like, and to parochial places of worship other 

x^0 Churches; cf CHAPLAIN Hence chapelry 

chaperon A. thood, cap xiv, B. woman who 
accompanies a young unmarried woman as oro 
lector (often spelt .one. as if a fem. entog were 
required) xvm, - (O)F.. f chape cope. cZT 
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Sense B appears to have arisen from the ap¬ 
plication of the sb. and of the vb. chaperonner 
(whence chaperon vb. xvm) to protection of 
various kinds. 

chaplain XII. Early ME. capelein, superseding 
OE. capelldn and superseded by chapelein - AN , 
OF. c{h)apelain medL. cappelldnus orig cus¬ 
todian of the cloak of St. Martin, f cappella 
chapel; see -an. 

chaplet wreath for the head xiv; string of beads 
in the rosary xvn. - (O)F chapelet orig. a crown 
of roses, dim. of chapel (mod. chapeau hat) 
Rom. *cappellus, dim. of cappa hood, cape'; see 
-ET. The application to the rosary arises from 
the orig. rose form of the beads, 

chapman (arch.) trader, dealer OE ; tpur- 
chaser, customer (chap*) xiii. OE. ceapman 
= (M)Du. koopman, OHG. koufman (G. kauf- 
mann), VVGmc. comp. of *kaup- (see cheap) and 
MAN. 

chapter main section of a book xiii; assembly 
of a religious community or collegiate church 
(orig. with ref. to the reading of a chapter of 
Scripture or of the Rule) xrv; members of this 
xv. - (O)F. chapitre, earlier chapitle - L. capi- 
tulum, dim. of caput head. 

char1 small trout, xvii. of unkn. orig. 
char2 reduce to charcoal, scorch, xvii. Pre¬ 
sumably a back-formation f. charcoal. 

char* (i) var. of chare sb. xiii; (ii) short for char 
woman xix. Hence as vb. 

char-a-banc xix. - F. char-a-bancs lit. ‘car¬ 
riage with seats’ (see car, bank2), in its earlier 
form a long light carriage open or only cur¬ 
tained at*the sides. 

character distinctive mark xrv; graphic sym¬ 
bol xv; sum of mental and moral qualities xvii; 
personage, personality xvm. ME. caracter - 
(O)F. caractere - (mostly late) L. character - Gr. 
kharakt£r instrument for marking, impress, 
distinctive nature, f. kharassein scratch, en 
grave. So characteristic xvii. - F. - late Gr. 
characterize xvi. - F. or medL. - late Gr. 

charade xvm. - F. - modPr. charrado con¬ 
versation, f. charra, perh. of imit. orig. 

charcoal xiv. The second el., coal, orig. meant 
‘charcoal’; the first el. is obscure, but has been 
referred to chare, as if the comp, meant ‘turn 
coal’. Cf. CHAR2. 

chard central leaf-stalk of artichoke, midrib of 
white beet. xvii. - F. carde, alt. by assoc, with 
chardon thistle late L. cardo, -on , for L. 
carduus 

chare, char fturn (in various senses) OE.; turn 
of work, odd job, esp. of household work (cf. 
chore) xiv. OE. cerr, WS. cierr, rel. to cierran 
turn away or aside, whence chare, char vb 
tturn OE.; fdo or accomplish (a job) xvi; (from 
the sb.) do odd turns of work xvm. 

charge fload, burden (material or immaterial) 
xm; task or duty laid upon one, official in¬ 
struction xiv; burden of expense; accusation xv; 
(from F.) impetuous onset xvi; (f. the vb.) quan¬ 
tity loaded (cf. cargo) xvii. - (O)F. Rom. *car- 
rica, f. late L. cariri)cdre, f. L. carrus wagon, car; 
cf. carry. So charge vb. fload, burden xm; lay 
a duty or command upon; put to expense; lay 

blame or accusation upon xrv; (from F.) put (a 
weapon) in position for offence; make a power¬ 
ful onset (upon) xvi. 

charge d'affaires xvm. - F. ‘one charged with 
affairs’. 

chariot fcart, wagon; stately vehicle for the 
conveyance of persons, xrv. - (O)F chariot wag¬ 
on, augm of char car Hence charioteer xvii. 

charisma (theol.) free gift of God’s grace, xvn - 
Gr. khdrisma, f. kharizesthai show favour, f. 
khdris favour, grace So charismatic xix 

charity Christian love; benevolence, chari¬ 
tableness, alms. The earliest forms were can¬ 
ted, kariteth (xi), repr. AN. vars., these were 
succeeded by the immed antecedent of the pre 
sent form, ME. charite (xm) - (O)F. charite - L. 
caritds. caritat-, f. carus dear; see -ity 

charivari serenade of rough music’, in de¬ 
rision of unpopular persons, babel of noise. 
xvii. - F. (earlier chalivali, -vari)\ many vars. in 
F. and medL ; of unkn. orig., perh echoic 

charlatan fmountebank; quack xvii; pre 
tentious impostor xix. - F. - It. ciarlatano, f. 
ciarlare babble. 

charlock field mustard. OE. cerlic, cyclic, 
synon. with cedelc (cf. dial, kedlock. deadlock), 
the var car lock is found as early as xv; of 

unkn. orig Cf. hemlock 

charlotte (usu. apple charlotte) dish consisting 
of apple marmalade baked in bread xix, also 
charlotte russe (i.e. Russian), custard in a mould 
of sponge cake. - F ; an unexpl. use of the female 
proper name. 

charm incantation, enchantment xm; amulet 
xvi; attractive quality xvii. - (O)F charme 
L. carmen, carmin- song, oracular response, 
incantation So charm vb. enchant xrv; fasci¬ 
nate xv. 

charnel mortuary xiv; now only charnel house 
(xvi). - OF.medL. carnale, sb. use of n. of late 
L. carnalis carnal. 

chart sb xvi. - L. charta - Gr. khdrtes, perh. of 
Egyptian orig. Hence as vb. xix. 

charter document conveying a privilege or 
right, xiii. - OF. chartre L chartula, dim. of 
charta chart. 

charter-party deed between owners and mer¬ 
chants for hire of a ship and delivery of the 
cargo, xv. - F. charte partie - medL. charta par¬ 
tita ‘divided charter’, i.e. deed written out in 
duplicate and then divided like an indenture; 
first part assim. to charter. 

Chartist (hist.) one of the Eng political re¬ 
formers who upheld ‘the People’s Charter’ of 
1837. f. L. charta (used in the sense of ‘charter’) 
+ -1ST. 

chartreuse liqueur made at La Grande Char 
treuse, near Grenoble xix. - F., fern of Char 
treux Carthusian. 

chartulary see cartulary 

charwoman xvi. f. chare, char + woman 

chary fsorrowful OE.; fdear, precious xiv; care¬ 
ful, frugal xvi. OE. cearig, = OS. carag, OHG. 
charag WGmc. *karaga, f. *karo care; 

see-Y1. 
chase1 hunting, pursuit, xm. - OF. chace (mod 
chasse) Rom. *captia, f. *captiare. So chase 
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vb. pursue, drive away xiii; hunt xrv. - OF. 
charier (mod. chasser) Rom. *captiare, for L. 
capture, frequent of capere take (cf. heave) See 
CATCH. 

chase2 adorn (metal) with engraving, xiv. con- 
temp. with synon. enchase, of which it may be an 
aphetic deriv.; perh. - (O)F. enchasser enclose 
in a reliquary, put a gem in a setting, f. en-1 

+ chdsse casket, reliquary L. capsa case*. 
chase* A (typogr.) frame in which composed 
type is locked up; B cavity of a gun-barrel xvii. 

perh. f. F. chas enclosure, chasse setting, case 
L. capsus enclosed receptacle and capsa 

repository, case*; but it is doubtful whether A 
and B should be coupled. 

chasm xvii. - L. chasma - Gr. khasma yawning 
hollow, rel. to khainein gape, 

chasse perform the gliding step called chasse. 
xix. - imper. of F. chasser chase1, or some other 
part of the verb similarly pronounced, 

chassis fwindow-frame, sash xvn; base-frame 
of a carriage xix. - F. chassisRom. *capsicium, 
f. L. capsa case*. 

chaste xiii. - (O)F. - L. cast us. So chastity xm. 
chasten discipline, chastise xvi; restrain, sub¬ 
due xix. Extension (with -en5) of tchaste vb. xm 
(- OF chastier L castigare castigate). 

chastise fcorrect the faults of; inflict punish¬ 
ment on. xiv. of doubtful orig.; prob. (like 
chasten) a new formation on tchaste vb., or its 
var. jchasty (both xiii), after vbs. in -iser or iss 
( ir); see -ize, -ish*. Hence chastisement xrv. 

chasuble (eccl.) sleeveless vestment, xm. ME. 
chesible - OF. (cf. AL. cassibula xm); vars. of 
this were in use till xvi; from xvii superseded 
by chasuble - (O)F. late L. casubla, obscure 
alt. of L. casula little cottage, hut, hooded cloak, 
dim. of casa house. 

chat1 tchatter xiv-xv; converse easily and 
familiarly xvi. Shortening of chatter. So chat 
sb. xvi. Hence chatty xvm; see -y1. 

chat2 small bird xvii. prob. imit. 
chatelaine mistress of a castle, etc.; chains on 
girdle bearing articles of domestic use. xix. - F. 
chatelaine, fern, of chatelain lord of a castle L. 
castellanus, f. castellum castle. See -an. 

chattel tproperty xm; movable possession; 
property other than real estate xvi. - OF. chatel 
(cf. cattle) medL. capitale, see capital1. 

chatter vb. xm. imit.; see -er5. Hence as sb. xm. 
chatterbox xix. 

chauffeur xx. - F. ‘stoker’, ‘fireman’, f. chauf¬ 
fer heat up, chafe. 

chauvinism bellicose patriotism, xrx. - F. 
chauvinisme, f. name of Nicolas Chauvin, a 
veteran of the First Republic and Empire, noted 
for demonstrative patriotism, and popularized 
as the name of a character in La Cocarde 
tricolore’ (1831) by the brothers Cogniard; see 
-ism. 

cheap adj. and adv. xvi. ellipt. for Uat) good 
cheape (xiv) ‘as a great or good bargain’, phr. 
formed, after (O)F. a bon marche ‘at good mar 
ket’, on ME. chep, OE ceap bargain, price = OS. 
kop, OHG. kouf (G. kauf) WGmc. *kaupa m. 
(cf. ON. kaup n ); based on an early Gmc. adop¬ 
tion of L. caupo small trader, innkeeper. 

cheat fescheat xrv; fbooty, spoil; t(thieves’ 
cant) stolen thing, (gen.) thing, article xvi; 
fraud; deceiver, impostor xvn. Aphetic for es¬ 
cheat The two last senses are from the vb. (es¬ 
cheat xv; defraud, deceive xvi); but cheater is 
earlier (xrv) - AN. chetour, for eschetour. 

check1 threat to the king at chess xrv; fattack, 
reprimand xrv; (f. the vb.) arrest, restriction 
xvi; counterfoil, identifying token (cf. cheque) 
xvm. Aphetic - OF. eschec (mod. echec), alt. of 
*eschac Rom. (medL.) scaccus - (via Arab.) 
Pers. sah king, shah; cf. checkmate, chess, ex¬ 
chequer. So check vb. put in check, arrest, 
stop. xrv. 

check2 pattern of cross lines forming squares 
xrv; also vb. xv. prob. short for chequer. 

checkmate (chess) the move which puts the 
king into inextricable check, xrv. Aphetic - OF. 
eschec mat - Pers. mat the king is dead; see 
check1. Hence as vb. xrv. 

Cheddar epithet of a cheese named after a 
Somerset village xvn. 

cheek jjaw, jawbone; fleshy side of the face 
OE.; side, side-piece (in techn. uses) xrv; in¬ 
solence xix. OE. ceoce = OFris. ziake WGmc. 
*keukon\ varying with OE. ce(a)ce = (M)LG. 
kdke, keke, MDu. kake (Du. kaak) WGmc. 
*kxkdn. Hence cheeky xix. 

cheep vb. xvi. In early use only Sc.; of imit. orig. 
cheer tface, visage; disposition, mood (arch, or 
dial, in What cheer?, be of good cheer, etc.); 
kindly reception xra; fare, provisions xiv; (from 
the verb) shout of encouragement or welcome 
xvm. ME. chere - AN. chere, OF. chiere face 
late L. cara face - Gr. kdra head. Hence cheer 
vb. make cheerful xrv; encourage by word or 
deed xv. cheerful xrv. 

cheese1 food made of pressed curds. OE. cese, 
*clese, cyse = OS. kdsi (Du. kaas), OHG. chdsi (G. 
kdse)WGmc. *kasjd - L. cdseus. 

cheese2 (slang) cheese it, stop, have done. xix. 
of unkn. orig. 

cheetah xvm. - Hind, cltd - Skr. citraka-, f. 
citrd- bright, variegated. 

chef head cook. xix. - F., for chgf de cuisine ‘head 
of cooking or kitchen’; see chief. 

chef d’oeuvre masterpiece, xvn. - F., orig. 
work qualifying for mastery in a craft (lit. ‘prin¬ 
cipal piece of work’). 

cheir(o)- see chiro-. 
chela (zool.) prehensile claw, xvii (chely). - 
modL.. alt. of L. chele or its source Gr. khelt. 

chemic falchemical xvi; fpert. to Paracelsian 
medicine (based on chemical doctrines); pert, 
to chemistry xvii. Earlier form chymick - F. 
chimique or modL chimicus, for alchimicus 
alchemical. So chemical xvi (earlier than 
chemic in the last sense). The sp. che- (xvii) is 
based on Gr. khem(e)ia (cf. alchemy). 

chemise xix. - (O)F. late L. camisia shirt, 
nightgown. 

chemist falchemist xvi; one versed in chemis¬ 
try xvn; dealer in medicinal drugs xvii. Earlier 
form chymist - F. chimiste, \chymiste - modL. 
chimista, for alchimista alchemist. Cf. chemic. 

Hence chemistry falchemy; branch of science 
dealing with natural elementary substances. 
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xvti (chymistry). The sp. has been assim. to 
chemical. 

chenille kind of velvety cord. xvm. - F. chenille 
hairy caterpillar L. canlcula small dog, dim. 
of canis dog. 

cheque, U S. check (banking) tcounterfoil; 
written order to a banker to pay out money, 
xvm. Spec use of check1 in the sense ‘device for 
checking the amount of an item’, with Eng. sp. 
perh. after exchequer 

chequer tchess(-board) xiii; texchequer xrv; 
chequered pattern xvn. Aphetic of exchequer. 

Hence chequer vb diversify as with a chess¬ 
board pattern, xiv. 

cherish xrv. - (Q)F. cheriss-, extended stem of 
cherir, f. cher dear L. car us, see -ish3. 

cheroot xvii. - Tamil churuftu roll of tobacco. 
Cf. F. cheroute. 

cherry xiv. ME. cheri(e), chiri(e) - ONF. cherise 
(apprehended as pi.), mod. cerise medL. cere- 
sia, for *cerasia, perh. orig. n. pi. of adj. ceraseus, 
f. L. cerasus cherry-tree - Gr kerasos. 

chert flint-like variety of quartz, xvn. Local 
(N. midi.) name of unkn. orig., taken up by 
geologists. 

cherub, (as fsg. and pi.) cherubim t(cherubim) 
seat or dwelling of the Deity (after biblical use) 
OE.; (cherub, -im, -in) angel(s) of the second or¬ 
der xiii ; ficherubin) beautiful or beloved woman 
xvi; (cherub) beautiful innocent child xvm. OE. 
and ME. cherubin, -im, ult. (through L. and F) 
from Heb. k'rubhim, pi. of k'riibh - Accadian 
karubu gracious, kirubu propitious, f. kardbu 
incline graciously. 

chervil garden herb. OE. cerfille, -felle, corr. 
to (M)LG., (M)Du. kervel, OHG. kervola (G. 
kerbel) - L. cheer ephylla, -um - Gr. khaire- 
phullon. 

chess xiii. Aphetic - OF. esches (mod. echecs), pi. 
of eschec check'. Hence chessmen the pieces 
with which the game is played, xv. 

chest box, coffer OE.; thorax xvi. OE. cest, cist, 
corr. to MDu kiste (Du. kist), OHG. kista (G. 
kiste), ON. kista Gmc. *kisto - L. cista - Gr. 
kiste box, chest. 

chestnut xvi. The first element is ME. ches- 
teine, chasteine (xrv) - OF. chastaine (mod. 
chataigne)L. castanea - Gr. kastanea. 

chevalier horseman, knight xrv; cavalier, gal¬ 
lant xvii. ME. chevaler - AN. chevaler, (Q)F. 
chevalier medL caballarius, f. L caballus 
horse; refash after modF. in xvi. Cf. cavalier 

chevaux-de-frise spiked contrivance for ob 
structing enemy troops, xvn. - F., lit. ‘horses of 
Friesland’, so called because they were first 
used by the Frisians to compensate for their 
lack of cavalry. 

chevron (her.) charge of this shape A xrv; 
mark of rank xix. - (O)F. Rom. *caprione, f. 
caper goat, corr. to ON. hafr he-goat. 

chevrotain, -tin small musk deer. xvm. - F. 
chevrotain, -tin, dim. of F. chevrot, dim. oichevre 
goatL. capra, fern, of caper (see prec.). 

chew grind to pulp with the teeth. OE ceowan 
str. vb. = MLG. keuwen (Du. kauwen), OHG. 
kiuwan (G. kauen) WGmc. *kewwan, rel. to 
OS1. zivati. Conjugated weak from xiv. 

chianti Italian wine. xix. Named from the 
Chianti Mountains, Tuscany, the place of its 
production. 

chiaroscuro tpainting in light and shade; dis¬ 
position of light and shade, xvn. - It., f. chiaro 
clear -i- oscuro dark, obscure. 

chiasmus figure of speech in which the order 
of parallel words in phrases is inverted, xix. - 
modL. - Gr. khiasmos crossing, diagonal ar¬ 
rangement, f. kh laze in mark with the letter X 
(khi). 

chic good style; stylish, xix. - F. (in artists' slang 
xix), perh. identical with chic (xvi) trickery in 
legal matters, (in Walloon) skill in conducting 
legal cases (- MLG. schick order, skill), or joc. 
shortening of chicane (see next), 

chicanery legal trickery, quibbling, xvn. - F 
chicanerie, f. chicaner pursue at law (xv), 
quibble, wrangle, of unkn. orig.; see ery. So 
chicane sb. and vb. xvn. 

chick xrv. Shortening of chicken, which prob. 
lost the final n, like pps. and such words as 
seven, in southern dialects (in some of which 
chick is now sg., with pi. chicken). Hence 
chickabiddy (tbiddy fowl) child’s name for a 
fowl xvm. 

chicken OE. cicen, cycen (late WS.) : Gmc. 
*kiukinam, f. *keuk-, of imit. orig. (cf. cock), 

with dim. suffix characteristic of animal names; 
corr. synon. forms are (M)Du. kieken, Du. kui- 
ken, (M)LG. kilken, MHG. kuchelin (G. kuchlein), 
ON. kjuklingr. 

chick-pea dwarf species of pea. xvi. Earlier 
\ciche peasein), chick peas - F. (pois) chic he 
(earlier Seiche) - L. cicer chick-pea. 

chickweed xvi. Earlier (and still Sc.) chicken 
weed (xv). 

chicory the plant Cichorium intybus xv; 
ground root of this used with or instead of coffee 
xix. Late ME. cicoree - F. tcicoree, mod. chicoree 
endive - medL. cic(h)orea, for L. cichoreum, 
-ium - Gr. kikhoreia, kikhora n. pi., kikhorion. 

chide fwrangle; dispute angrily with OE.; scold, 
reprove xiii. OE. cidan (str. vb.), of unkn. orig. 

chief head man; (feudal law) in chief (OF. en 
chief, medL. in capite) holding or held im¬ 
mediately from the lord paramount xiii; fhead, 
top xiv; (her.) in chief on the upper part of the 
shield xv. - (O)F. chef, ichiefRom. *capum, 
for L. caput head. As adj. xiii, as in OF.; hence 
chiefly xrv. 

chieftain xrv. Late ME. cheftain, alt., by assim. 
to prec., of earlier \chevetaine - OF. chevetaine, 
semi-pop. - late L. capitaneus (see captain). 

chiff-chaff one of the warblers, Phylloscopus 
collybita xvm. imit. of the bird’s note, 

chiffon (pi) fallals, finery xvm; diaphanous 
silky muslin xix. - F., f. chiffe scrap of paper, 
rag, of unkn. orig. 

chignon coil of hair worn at the nape of the 
neck. xvm. - F., orig. nape of the neck, earlier 
chaaignon Rom. *catenidne, f. L. catena chain, 

cf. -OON. 

chigoe tropical flea. xvii. Earliest in F. form 
chique; later chegoie), chig(g)er, jigger, native 
(Carib) name. 

chilblain xvi. f. chill + blain blister, pustule 
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(OE. blegen = MDu. bleine, Du. blein, LG. bleien, 
a WGmc word), or reduction of *chilled blain 
(child-blain is recorded xvii). 

child A word peculiar to English. OE. cild 
*kilbam, rel. to Goth, kilbei womb, inkilbo preg 
nant; OSw. kulder, kolder(Sv/. kull), ODa. kol(l). 
Da. kuld, young of a litter, child, have been com¬ 
pared. The nom. pi. of OE. cild appears as cild 
and cildru (ME. childre, mod. dial, childer)-, the 
addition of the weak pi. ending (e)n produced 
the surviving standard pi children (xn). 

chiliad 1,000, esp. 1,000 years, xvi. - late L. 
chilias, -ad- - Gr. khilids, -ad-, f. khtlioi 1,000; see 
-AD 

chill sb., adj., and vb. The earliest member of 
this group is the vb. (‘grow cold’), which appears 
in late xiv. Its orig. is obscure; in the pp tchild 
it may repr. an OE. *cieldan, *cildan (:- Gmc. 
*kalbjan, f. *kalpaz cold). The adj. chill (xvi) 
may be an alt. of tchild on the analogy of cool, 
cold, the sb. chill (xvii) is f. the vb. Hence chilly 

xvi; see -Y1. 

chil(l)i dried pod of capsicum xvii. - Sp. chile, 
chili - Nahuatl chilli. 

chim(a)era (Gr. myth.) fire-breathing mon¬ 
ster; horrible phantasm; wild fancy, xvi. - L. 
chimaera - Gr. khimaira she-goat, monster, f. 
khimaros he goat. So chimerical xvii. 

chime1 fcymbal xin; fapparatus for striking 
bells xv; set of bells or of sounds produced by 
them xvi; (musical) concord, harmony xvii. ME. 
chim{b)e prob. arose from chym(b)e bell (xiii- 

xv), which may have been an analysis of a ME. 
*chimbel OE. cimbal - L. cymbalum cymbal. 

So chime vb. fmake a musical sound xiv; ac¬ 
cord or join in harmoniously xvii. 

chime3, chimb projecting rim of a cask. xrv. 
prob. identical with the sb. occurring in OE. cim- 
stdn base, pedestal, cimiren clamp-iron, cimbing 
joint, corr. to MDu. kimme (Du. kim) edge of a 
cask, MLG. kimme, kimm (whence G. kimme) 

chimney tfireplace; tstove; smoke-flue. xrv. - 
(O)F. cheminee fireplace, chimney - late L 
caminata, perh. orig. for camera caminata 
(whence OHG. kamindta, (M)HG. kemenate) 
room with a fireplace, f. caminus - Gr. kaminos 
oven, furnace, rel. to kamara chamber. 

chimpanzee xvin. - F. chimpanze - native 
name in Angola, W. Africa, 

chin OE cin(n), corr. (with variation of gender 
and decl.) to OFris. kin, OS. kinni (Du. kin), 
OHG. kinni (G. kinn), ON. kinn chin, lower jaw, 
Goth, kinnus cheek; Gmc. *kinn-*kenw-IE. 
*genw-, whence Gr. genus, Skr. hdnu-, L. gena 
cheek, OIr. gin, W. gen jaw, chin, 

china xvii. Short for china ware, i.e. ware from 
China. 

chinch bed bug xvii. - Sp. chinche L. cimex, 
-ic-. 

chinchilla small S. Amer. rodent. - Sp. chin¬ 
chilla, dim. of chinche (see prec.). 

chine1 fcleft, chink OE.; (generalized from 
place-names in Hampshire and the Isle of Wight) 
deep narrow ravine cut by a stream, xix. OE. 
cinu = MDu. kene (Du. keen), f. Gmc. base *kt 
burst open, repr. also by OE. cinan = OS., OHG. 
kinan, Goth, keinan sprout, shoot forth, chit1. 

chine* spine, backbone, xrv. Aphetic - OF. 
eschine (mod. echine) Rom. *skina, blending 
of Gmc. *skin- (in OHG. skina, G. schiene) and L. 
spina spine. 

chine* projecting rim. xv. unexpl. var of 
CHIME*. 

chink1 fissure; slit. xvi. rel. in some way, as yet 

undetermined, to chine1. 

chink* make a sharp ringing sound, xvi. imit. 
Hence as sb. xvi. 

chintz varicoloured cotton cloth with floral 
designs, xvii. Earlier chints, orig. pi. of chint - 
Hindi chtt. 

chip small thin piece of wood, stone, etc. xrv. 
repr. OE. cipp, cyp beam, corr. to OS. kip post, 
kipa stave, OHG. kipfa (G. dial. kipf(e)) axle, 
stave, ON. keppr stick, staff. The basic sense 
seems to be ‘piece hewn or cut’. So chip vb. 
fchap xrv; pare the crust from (bread) xv; crack 
and break open xvi; cut with an axe or adze, 
cf. OE. *cippian = (M)LG., (M)Du. kippen hatch 
out by chipping the shell. 

chipmunk, -muck N. Amer. ground-squirrel, 
xrx. of Algonquian orig. 

Chippendale f. name of Thomas Chippendale, 
which belonged to three English cabinet¬ 
makers of XVIII. 

chir(o)- comb, form of Gr. kheir hand, more 
usual var. of cheiro-, as in chirograph tobliga- 
tion, bond xv; papal expression of will in writing 
xvi; indenture xvii. - F. chirographe - L chiro- 
graphum - Gr. kheirographon. chiromancy 
divination by the hand xv. - F. or L. - Gr. 
chiropodist one who treats the (hands and) 
feet. xvin. f. Gr. pods, pod- foot + -ist. 

chirp utter a short sound as a bird, etc. xv. alt. 
of earlier chirk (xrv; cf. OE cearcian) or chirt 
(xrv). Hence chirrup xvi. 

chisel xrv. - ONF. chisel (mod. ciseau, in pi. 
scissors) Rom. * else llum, for *caesellum after 
late L. cisdrium (see scissors), f. cis-, var. of caes-, 
stem of caedere cut. 

chit1 young of a beast xrv; very young person; 
(potato) shoot xvii perh. repr. obscurely OE. 
did, ME. chithe shoot, sprout, corr. to MDu. kijt, 
OHG. -kidi (MHG. kide, kit) sprout; f. Gmc. *kt- 
split (cf. CHINE1). 

chit* letter, certificate, pass, xviii. Shortening 
of tchitty (xvii) - Hindi, Marathi cifthi. 

chitterlings smaller intestines of beasts used 
as food, xm (cheterlingis). orig. form uncert.; 
perh. OE *cieter-, f. Gmc. *keut- *kut-, whence 
synon. MHG. kutel (G. kutteln), see ling1. 

chivalrous tknightly, valorous xrv; (in mod. 
revived use) pert, to the Age of Chivalry xvm; 
having the virtues of the ideal knight xix. - OF. 
chevalerous, f. chevalier, see chevalier, -ous. So 
chivalry xin. - (O)F. chevalerie - Rom. deriv. 
of medL. caballerius, for medL. caballarius 
CAVALIER. 

chive xrv (dh)ive). - dial. var. *chive of (O)F. 
cive L. cepa onion. 

chivy chase, harass, xix. var. of chevy, formerly- 
used as a hunting cry, prob. arising out of Chevy 
Chase, name of a ballad celebrating a Border 
skirmish at Chevy or Chevyat Chase. 

chlorine xix. f. Gr. khlords pale green + -ine* 
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chloro-1 comb, form of Gr. khloros pale green, 
as in chlorophyll (xix) - F chlorophylle (Gr 
phullon leaf). 

chloro-2 comb, form of chlorine. 

chloroform xix. - F. chloroforme, f. chloro- 
(see prec.) -t- formyl, as being a chloride of formyl 
(in its obs. sense of methenyl, CH). 

chock (dial.) block, log xvii; piece of wood, etc. 
for holding an object in position, etc. xiv. prob. - 
ONF. *cho(u)que (mod Picard choque, Norman 
chouque), var. of OF. qo(u)che (mod. souche) log, 
block of wood = Pr soca stump, trunk, of unkn 
orig. 

chock-full (colloq.) full to the utmost. The rare 
ME. (xiv) forms chokkefulle, chekefull are of 
doubtful status because of the uncertainty of 
the tradition; but, if genuine, they may repr. 
differentiated forms of OE. ceoce or ceace cheek, 

according as the diphthong was rising or falling. 
The modern chokefull dates from xvii, chockfull 
from xviii, with a var chuckfull, which may be 
due to the gen. variation between chock and 
chuck. Hence prob. chock adv. (xvm) close (up) 
to, and in chock-a-block (i) naut., said of a tackle 
with the two blocks run close together, (ii) gen., 
crammed close together. 

chocolate beverage made from seeds of the ca¬ 
cao tree; paste made from these ground, xvii. - 

F. chocolat, or its source Sp. chocolate - Nahuatl 
chocolatl article of food made from cacao seeds; 
this seems to have been confounded by Euro¬ 
peans with cacaua-atl, which was actually a 
drink made from cacao. 

choice xiii. ME. chois - OF. (mod. choix), f. choi- 
sir choose Gallo-Rom. *causire - Gmc. *kaus- 
jan choose. Superseded ME. kire, cure, OE. 
eyre Gmc. *kusiz, f. wk. grade *kus-. Hence as 
adj. chosen, selected, xiv. 

choir fcathedral or collegiate church clergy; 
body of singers in a church; part of a church 
appropriated to them xiii; (gen.) organized 
body of singers xvi. ME. quer(e) - OF. quer 
(mod. chceur) - L. chorus (see chorus). The sp. 
choir, with assim. to F. and L., was established 
XVII. 

choke ME. cheke, choke, aphetic of acheke, 
achoke late OE aceocian (once), f. a- a-' + 
ce(o)ce jaw, cheek. 

chok(e)y toll station in India; (si.) police sta¬ 
tion. xvii (chukey, chowkie). - Hindi cauki shed, 
station, lock-up. 

choler bile xiv, anger xvi. ME. colerie) - (O)F 
colere - L. cholera, see next. In late L. cholera 
took over the meanings of Gr. kholt bile, anger, 
and became the techn. name for one of the four 
‘humours’ of the old physiologists (cf. melan¬ 

choly). So choleric tbilious xiv; irascible, 
angry xvi. - (O)F colerique - L. cholericus - Gr. 
kholerikos. 

cholera tbile xiv; disorder attended with bili 
ous diarrhoea, etc. xvii; disease endemic in 
India xix. - L. - Gr. kholerd. 

choose OE. ceosan (str. vb.) = OS., OHG. 
kiosan, ON. kjosa, Goth, kiusan Gmc. *kiusan, 
*kaus. *kusum, *kusanaz. The IE. base *geus 
*gus- is repr. also by L. gustare taste, gust us, Gr 
geiiein give a taste of. 

chop' cut, hew. xvi. var of chap vb. (see chap1). 

Hence chop sb. cutting blow xiv; slice of meat 
with bone xv. 

chop2 barter, exchange xiv; phr. chop and 
change bargain (xv), make frequent changes 

(xvi); hence, change as the wind, veer xvii. perh. 

var. of ME. chappe, which appears to have been 

evolved from OE. ceapian with infl. from 

CHAPMAN 

chop* (usu. pi.) jaws xv; opening, entrance (as 
in Chops of the Channel the entrance into the 
English Channel from the Atlantic) xvii var. of 
CHAP3. 

chopsticks xvii. f. Pidgin English chop quick 
+ stick'; tr. Chinese k'wai-tse nimble boys, 
nimble ones. 

chop suey xix. - Chinese (Cantonese) tsap sui, 
lit. ‘mixed hits’. 

choral' pert, to a choir xvi; pert, to a chorus 
xvii. - medL. chordlis, see chorus and -al' 

choral3 (often chora le) German choral song on 
a devotional theme, xix. - G. choral, f. choral- 
gesang, tr. medL. cantus choralis (cf. prec.). 

chord1 fharmony xv; (mus.) concord, note of a 
chord xvi; combination in harmony of simul¬ 
taneous notes xvm. orig. cord, aphetic of 
ACCORD. 

chord3 ttendon; line joining extremities of an 
arc xvi; string of musical instrument, refash, of 
cord, after L. chorda. 

chore xix. unexpl. var. of chare. 

chorea convulsive disorder of the body. xix. 
Short for earlier chorea sancti Viti St. Vitus’s 
dance; L. chorea - Gr. khoreid, f. khords chorus. 

choreography xvm. f. Gr. khoreid dancing+ 
-graphy. So choreographer xix. 

choric pert, to a chorus, xix. - late L. choricus - 
Gr. khorikos, f. khords chorus. See -ic. 

chorister member of a choir, xiv. ME. quer 
istre - AN. *cueristre, var. of OF. cueriste, f. quer 
choir; refash, (xvi) after \chorist or its source 
(O)F. choriste, medL. chonsta (see chorus, -ist). 

ch orography description or delineation of 
particular regions xvi. - F. chorographie or L 
chorographia - Gr. khorographia, f. khdra 
country; see -graphy. 

chortle Invented by ‘Lewis Carroll’ (C. L. Dodg- 
son) in ‘Through the Looking-glass', 1871; a 
‘portmanteau’ word combining chuckle and 
snort. Cf. GALUMPH. 

chorus in Greek drama and dramatic pieces 
modelled thereon xvi; band of singers xvii; 
musical composition to be sung by this; refrain 
or burden xviii. - L. - Gr. khords dance, band 
of dancers, choir. 

chough bird of the crow family, Pyrrhocorax. 
xiv. ME choghe, chou'(e), not repr. directly 
synon. OE. ceo, cio. Some ME. forms, e.g. co. 
c(h)owe may be - OF. cauwe, choue - Frank. 
cava, but the type chough remains unexpl.; no 
doubt orig. imit. 

chow dog of Chinese breed, xix. Short for next, 
chow-chow A. mixture; mixed. B Chinese dog, 
chow. xix. perh. Pidgin English, 

chowder stew of fish, bacon, etc. xvm. perh. - 
F. chaudiere pot. cauldron. 

chrestomathy collection of choice passages. 
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XIX. - F. chrestomathie, or its source Gr. khresto- 
matheia, f. khrestos useful + -matheia learning 

chrism consecrated oil OE.; Holy Unction; 
chrisom cloth xiii OE. crisma - medL. 
c(h)risma - Gr. khrisma, f. khrtein anoint (cf. 
Christ); refash, after L. (xvi). 

chrisom (orig. chrisom cloth) white cloth put 
on a child at baptism, perh. orig. to protect the 
chrism. Differentiated form of prec. first ap¬ 
pearing in xni. 

Christ the Lord’s Anointed, title of Jesus of 
Nazareth. OE. (= OS., OHG.) Crist - L. Christus 
- Gr. Khristos, sb. use of khristos anointed, pp. 
of khrtein anoint; tr. Heb. mdsiah Messiah So 
christen tmake Christian OE., baptize xii. OE. 
cristnian, f. cristen Christian (see -EN5), whence 
Christendom fChristianity OE.; Christians 
collectively xii; tbaptism xm. OE. cristendom 
So Christian adj and sb. xvi. - L. Christianus\ 
superseding + christen, OE. cristen. Christi¬ 
anity tChristendom; the Christian religion. 
XIV. 

Christmas Late OE. Cristes maesse, ME. cristes 
masse, cristmasse, i.e. mass' ’festival’ of christ. 

chromatic (mus.) including notes not con¬ 
tained in the diatonic scale xvii; pert, to colour 
xix. - F. chromatique or L. chromaticus - Gr. 
khromatikos, f. khroma, khromat- colour, fig. 
modification; see -ic. 

chrome fchromium; hence applied to pigments 
obtained from chromate of lead. xix. - F. - Gr. 
khroma colour (see prec.). Hence chromium 
(metallic element) xix. See -ium. 

chromo- used as comb, form of Gr. khroma 
colour, as in chromo(litho)graph, chromosome 
(Gr. soma body). 

chronic long-continued, inveterate xv; con¬ 
tinuous, constant xix. - F chronique - L. chro- 
nicus - Gr. khronikos, f. khronos time; see -ic. 

chronicle register of events in order of time, 
xrv. ME. cronikle - AN. cronicle, var. of OF. 
cronique (mod. chronique) - L. chronica - Gr. 
khronika annals, sb. use of khronikos pert, to 
time (see prec ). 

chrono- comb form of Gr. khronos tune, as in 
chronology, chronometer 

chrysalis xvii (occas with -//-). - L. chry- 
sal(l)is - Gr. khrusallis gold-coloured sheath of 
butterflies, f. khrusos gold, 

chrysanthemum - L. chrysanthemum - Gr. 
khrusdnthemon, f. khrusos gold + anthemon, rel. 
to anthos flower. 

chrysolite (in early use) applied to various 
green gems. xm. ME. crisolite - OF. - medL 
crisolitus, for L. chrysolithus - Gr. khrusolithos 
perh. topaz, f. khrusos gold + lithos (see -lite). 

chrysoprase (in early use) golden-green gem, 
perh. beryl, (in mod. min.) apple-green chal¬ 
cedony. xm. ME. crisopace - OF. - L. chryso- 
passus. var. of chrysoprasus - Gr. khrusoprasos, 
f. khrusos gold + prdson leek, 

chub river fish of the carp family, Leuciscus 
cephalus. xv. of unkn. ong. 

chubby tthickset xvii; round-faced xvm. f. 
chub + -y', presumably from the shape of the 
fish 

chuck' (dial.) lump xvn; contrivance for hold- 

cider 

ing work in a lathe xix. var. of chock. Cf. 
CHUNK. 

chuck2 give a playful touch under the chin; 
throw with the hand xvi. Also (dial.) chock xvi. 
perh. - OF. chuquer, earlier form of choquer 
knock, bump, of unkn. orig. 

chuckle flaugh vehemently xvi, cluck, cackle 
xvii; laugh in a suppressed manner xix. perh 
chokelyng (c.1400) repr. an early form; f. chuck 
cluck + -le’. 

chum one who shares rooms with another, 
(hence) intimate associate, xvn. prob. short for 
chamber-fellow (xvi), orig. a word of Oxford 
univ. si., corr. to the Cambridge crony. Hence 
chum vb. share rooms xvm. 

chump short thick lump of wood xvm; block¬ 
head xix. perh. blending of chunk and lump' or 
STUMP1. 

chunk xvii. prob. alt. of chuck1. 

chupatty, chapat(t)i small cake of un 
leavened bread xix. - Hindi capati. 

church OE. cir{i)ce, cyr{i)ce - OS. kirika (Du. 
kerk), OHG. kirihha (G. kirche) WGmc. 
*kirika - medGr. kurikon, for kuriakon, sb. use 
(sc doma house) of n. of kuriakos pert, to the 
Lord, f. kdrios master, lord. Hence church vb. 
present or receive in church, xrv. churchman 
ecclesiastic xvi (earlier xrv kirkman); male 
member of the church (of England) xvii 
churchwarden xv. churchyard xii 

churl tman. husband; free man without rank 
OE.; fserf; (arch.) peasant, rustic; low base fel¬ 
low xm; niggard, miser xvi. OE. ceorl = MLG. 
kerle. (M)Du. kerelWGmc. *kerla, rel. to Gmc. 
*karlaz carl. So churlish OE. ceorlisc, cierlisc\ 
see -ish1. 

churn butter making machine. Late OE. cyrin, 
var. of *ci(e)rn, corr. to MLG. kerne, kirne, MDu. 
kerne, ON. kirna Gmc. *kernjdn, of unkn. 
orig. Hence churn vb xv (also transf. and fig. 
xvii). 

chute rapid fall in a river; steep slope or chan¬ 
nel down which stuff is shot, xix - F. chute fall, 
refash, of OF. cheoite, fern. sb. f. pp. of cheoir 
popL. *cadere, for L. cadere fall; often extended 
to senses which originated with shoot or are 
still commonly so spelt, 

chutney xix. - Hindi cafni. 
cicada insect, the male of which makes a shrill 
chirping sound, xix. - L. cicada, also cicala. 

cicatrice scar remaining from a wound, xrv. - 
(O)F cicatrice or L. cicatrix, cicatric- (also used 
in Eng. from xvii). 

cicerone guide who shows antiquities, etc. 
xvm. - It. cicerone L. Cicero, -on- cognomen of 
the Roman orator Marcus Tullius Cicero\ orig. 
applied to learned It. antiquaries. 

-cide1 repr. F. <ide, L -cida -killer, f. caedere 
(-cidere) cut down, kill, as in homicida homi 

cide1, parricida parricide1. 

-cide* repr. F. -cide, L. <idium -killing (cf. prec ), 
as in homicidium homicide*, parricidium 
PARRICIDE*. 

cider f(in biblical use) strong drink (esp. in 
forms ciser, sicer); beverage made from apples, 
xrv. ME. sither\e), cidre - OF. sidre, earlier cisdre 
(mod. cidre) ecclL. sicera - ecclGr. sikera - 
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Heb. sekhdr intoxicating liquor, f. sdkhar drink 
heavily. 

cigar xvni (often segar till early xix). - F. cigare 
or its source Sp. cigarro, of uncert. orig. So 
cigarette xix. - F. 

cilia (anat.) eyelids, eyelashes, xvm. - L., pi. of 
cilium (cf. supercilious). So ciliary xvn. 

cinch saddle-girth (U.S., from Mexican use); 
(fig.) sure hold, dead certainty, xix. - Sp. cin- 
cha L. cingula girdle, f. cingere gird, 

cincture fgirding xvi; girdle xvn. - L. cinctura, 
f. cinct-, pp. stem of cingere gird; see -ure. 

cinder scoria, siag OE.; residue of burnt sub¬ 
stance xrv. OE. sinder = MLG. sinder, OHG. sin- 
tar (G. sinter), ON sindr, rel. to OS1. s^dra 
stalactite; respelt with c from xvi after unrelated 
F. cendre (L. cinis, ciner- ashes), 

cinematograph xix. - F. cinematographe, f. 
Gr. ktnema, -mat- movement, f. kinein move; see 
-graph. Abbrev. cinema xx (after F. cinema). 
Comb, form cine- xix; cf. F. cine. 

cineraria genus of composite plants, xvi. 
modL., fern. (sc. herba plant) of L. cinerdrius (see 
next); so called from the ash-coloured down on 
the leaves. 

cinerary pert, to ashes, xvm. - L. cinerdrius, f. 
cinis, ciner- ashes; see -ary. 

cinnabar vermilion xv; red sulphide of mer¬ 
cury xvi. - L. cinnabaris - Gr. kinndbari. 

cinnamon xv. ME. sinamome - (O)F. cin- 
namome - L. cinnamomum - Gr. kinndmomon, 
later refash, after L. cinnamon, -um - Gr. kinna- 
mon, of Sem. orig. (cf. Heb. kinndmon). 

cinquefoil plant Potentilla rep tans, with leaves 
of five leaflets, xm. repr. L. quinquefolium, f. 
quinque five + folium leaf, foil2. 

cipher, cypher A. (arith.) symbol by itself de¬ 
noting ‘nothing’ xrv; nonentity; Arabic numeral 
xvi; B. secret manner of writing; thieroglyph 
xvi; literal device, monogram xvn; C. con 
tinuous sounding of a note on an organ due to 
mechanical defect xvm. ME. siphre, sipher - OF. 
sij{f)re (mod. chiffre) - medL. cif\e)ra, partly 
through It. cifra, \cifera f. Arab ?ifr zero, sb 
use of adj. empty’, f. $afira be empty. Hence as 
vb. work sums; write in cipher, xvi. Cf 
DECIPHER. 

cipo’in an Italian marble xvm. - F. cipolin or 
its source It. cipollino, f. cipolla onion (L. cepa). 
so called from the resemblance of its foliated 
structure to the coats of an onion, 

circle sb. xiv ME. cercle - (O)F. L circulus, 
dim of circus ring (see circus); later respelt 
after L OE. circul was an adoption directly from 
the Latin, but did not survive. So circle vb 
xrv. - L. circulare, or from the sb. 

circuit distance round xiv, journey through an 
area, as of judges xv; area of this xvi - (O)F - 
L. circuitus, f. circumire, f. circum + ire go. So 
circuitous xvn. 

circular of the form of a circle xv, affecting a 
‘circle’ of persons xvii (circular letter); sb. for 
‘circular note’ xvm. - AN. circuler, OF. circulver 
(mod -aire), learned alt. of cerclier late L cir¬ 
cularis, f. circulus circle; further latinized in 
Eng. (xvi). See -ar So circulate tsubject to 
repeated distillation xv; tencircle xvi; move or 

turn round; pass continuously from place to 
place xvii. f. pp. stem of L. circulare, f. circulus, 
see ate* circulation xvi. - F. or L. 

circum- repr. L. circum-, being the adv. and 
prep, circum round (about), around (orig. acc. of 
circus circle, circus), used as the first el. of many 
comp, verbs and sbs. 

circumcise xm. - OF. circonciser or f. F. cir- 
concis-, stem of circoncire - L. circumcidere, f. 
circum- -i- caedere cut. So circumcision xn. 

circumference xrv. - (O)F. circonference - L. 
circum/erentia, see circum-, -ferous. 

circumflex xvi. - L. circumflexus (pp. of cir- 
cumflectere bend round; cf. flex1), tr. Gr. peri- 
spdmenos drawn round, f. peri peri- + span draw 
(cf. spasm). 

circumjacent lying around, xv. - L circum¬ 
jacent-, prp stem of circumjacere\ see circum-. 

ADJACENT. 

circumlocution xv. - F. circonlocution or L. 
circumlocutio, on-, lit. rendering of Gr. peri¬ 
phrasis periphrasis; see circum-, locution 

Hence circumlocutory xvii. 

circumscribe draw a line round; describe (a 
figure) about another; delimit, xv. - L. circum- 
scribere, f. circum around + scribere write (see 
circum , scribe). So circumscription xv. 

circumspect xv. - L. circumspectus (of things) 
well considered, (of persons) considerate, 
cautious, pp. of circumspieere look round, f. 
circum--i-specere look. So circumspection 
circumspect action, xiv (rare before xvi). 

circumstance (pi.) adjuncts of an action xm; 
condition of affairs xiv; formality, ceremony; 
accessory matter, detail. - (O)F circonstance, 
tcircun- or L. circumstantia, f. prp. of circum- 
stare stand around, surround; see circum-, 

stand. Hence circumstantial xvi. 
circumvallation (construction of) a rampart 
or entrenchment round a place, xvn - late L 
circumvalldtio, on-, f. circumvalldre. f. circum 

+ vallum rampart, wall; see ation 

circumvent encompass with evil or hostility; 
overreach, outwit, xv f. circumvent-, pp stem 
of L. circumvenire surround, beset, deceive, f. 
circum + venire come. So circumvention xv 

circumvolution revolution, rotation xv; 
winding or rolling round xvi. f. L. circumvolvere 
wind round, after revolution. 

circus building surrounded with rising tiers of 
seats xvi; circular area for equestrian and aero 
batic feats; circular range for houses xvm. - L. 
circus circle, circus ^ Gr. kirkos. krikos nng. 
circle prob. rel. to L. curvus curve. 

cirque circus xvn; (poet.) circle, ring xvii; 
natural amphitheatre xix. - F. - L. circus. 

cirrhosis (path.) disease of thp liver occurring 
in spirit drinkers, orig so called from the 
presence of yellow granules, xix - modL., f 
Gr. kirrhos orange-tawny; see -osis. 

cirrus (hot.) tendnl; (zool.) filamentary ap 
pendage xvm; form of cloud having the ap 
pearance of wisps xix - L., curl'; comb form 
cirro- (see -o-). as in cirro-cumulus, stratus 
XIX 

Cistercian pert to (a monk of) the Benedic 
tine order of Citeaux, founded 1098. xvn. - F 
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Cistercien, f. L. Cistercium Citeaux, near Dijon, 
France (cf. medL. Cisterciensis); see -ian. 

cistern xm. - OF. cisterne (mod. citerne) L. 
cisterna, f. cista chest; perh. of Etruscan orig., 
with suffix as in caverna cavern, taberna 
TAVERN. 

citadel xvi. - F. citadelle or It. citadella, dim. of 
cittade, obs. var. of citta L. civitds, -at- city. 

cite summon officially xv; quote, adduce as an 
authority xvi. - (O)F. citer - L. citare, frequent, 
of ciere, clre set in motion, call, rel. to Gr. kid 
I go, kinein move, OE. hatan call. So citation 
summons xiii; quotation xvn. 

cither (var. of foil.) xvm. - (O)F. cithare or G. 
zither (cf zither) - L. cithara - Gr. kithdrd. 

cithern, cittern instrument of the guitar 
kind. xvi. - L. cithara (see above), crossed with 
GITTERN. 

citizen xiv. - AN. citezein, alt. of OF. citeain 
(mod. citoyen)Rom. *civitdtanus, f. L. civitds, 
-at- CITY. 

citric derived from the citron, xvm. - F. citri- 
que, f. L. citrus-, see next and -ic. So citrate xvm; 
see -ate2. 

citron (tree bearing) fruit like a lemon but 
larger and less acid. xvi. - (O)F. citron, f. (after 
limon lemon) L. citrus. 

city ftown xm; town of ecclesiastical or political 
importance xiv. ME. cite - (O)F cite L. civitds, 
at- state, city, f. civis citizen (see civic), 

civet (quadruped yielding) the musky secretion 
called by the same name. xvi. - F. civette - It. 
zibetto - medL. zibethum - Arab, zabdd (the 
secretion). Also civet-cat xvn. 

civic pert, to a citizen or citizens xvi; of a city 
xvii; of citizenship, civil xvm. - F. civique or L. 
civicus, f. civis citizen; see hide2, and -ic. As sb. 
pi. (after politics) xix (orig. U.S.). 

civil A. of citizens xiv; befitting a citizen, refined 
xvi; courteous xvii; B. non-ecclesiastical xvi; 
non military xvii. - (O)F. - L. civilis, f civis citi¬ 
zen; see civic and -ile. So civility xrv. - (O)F. 
civilite - L. civilitds. civilize xvn. - F. civiliser, 
hence civilization xvm 

civilian student or professor of civil law xiv; 
tfollower of civil (i.e. natural, unregenerate) 
righteousness xvii; non-military man xvm. - 

OF. civilien, f. civil, see civil, -ian. 

clack chatter xm; make a clattering noise xvi. 
prob. - ON. klaka twitter, (of birds) chatter; of 
imit. orig.; cf. Du. klakken crack, F. claquer 
Hence clack sb clatter of talk xv. clapping or 
clacking noise xvi. 

clad see clothe. 

claim vb. xm. - OF claim-, tonic stem of clamer 
cry, call, appealL. clambrecry, call, proclaim, 
rel. to clarus clear. So claim sb. xm. Hence 
claimant xvm; primarily a legal term, after 
appellant, defendant. 

clairvoyance xix. - F., f. clairvoyant (in Eng. 
also xix), f. clair clear + voyant, prp. of voir see 

(see vision). 

clam clamp xiv; bivalve shell-fish xvi (clam¬ 
shell). OE. clam bond, fetter, corr. to OHG. 
klamma (G. dial, klamm), and MHG., G. klemme, 
Du klemme, klem, f. Gmc *klam- press or 
squeeze together. 

clamber xv. Of frequent, form, prob. f. clamb, 
obs. pt. of climb; see -er4. 

clammy xrv. f. (with -y') clam (xrv) smear, 
daub, a new formation on clammed, pt. and pp. 
of OE. clxman smear, anoint, daub = MDu. kle- 
men, OHG. kleimen, ON. kleima daub, plaster 
Gmc. *klainyan, f. *klaimaz clay, f. base repr. 
by clay. 

clamour sb. xrv. - AN. clamur, OF. clamour - 
L. clamor, -or-, rel. to clamdre, see claim and 
-our. Hence clamour vb. xiv. 

clamp' brace or band of metal, xiv. prob. of LG. 
orig.; cf. Du., LG. klamp, fklampe, f. *klamp-, 
by-form of *klamb- (cf. climb), *klam- (cf. clam). 

Hence clamp vb. xvii. 

clamp2 stack of bricks xvi; (agric.) stack of 

earth, turf, etc. xvm. prob. - MDu. klamp heap, 

rel. to clump. 

clan group of associated families in Scotland 
bearing the same name, xrv (Sc. clen). - Gaelic 
clann offspring, family, race, corr. to Olr. eland, 
(mod.) clann - L. planta sprout, scion, plant. 

clandestine xvi. - F. clandestin or L. clan- 
destinus, f. clam secretly. 

clang sb. xvi. imit. formation parallel to (O)HG. 
klang. Also as vb xvi; perh. partly ~ L. clangere 
resound (as a trumpet). 

clango(u)r xvi. - L. clangor, f. clangere, rel. to 
Gr. klaggt loud cry. Hence clangorous xvm. 

clank sb. xvn. imit. formation parallel to MLG., 
(M)Du. klank, OHG. klang. Cf. prec. and clink'. 

Also as vb. xvn. 
clap' make a sharp, forcible, or resounding 
noise. OE. clappian throb, beat = MLG. klap- 
pen, OHG klapfon, ON. klappa beside OE. clzep- 
pan = MLG. kleppen, OHG. klepfen\ also OE. 
cleepp-, cleppet(t)an, of imit. orig. 

clap2 (si.) gonorrhoea, xvi. of uncert. orig.; cf. 
OF. clapoir venereal bubo, 

clarence four-wheeled four-seated carriage, 
xix. Named after the Duke of Clarence, after 
wards William IV. 

clarendon (typogr.) thick-faced type. xix. 
Named after the Clarendon Press, which was 
first housed in the Clarendon Building at 
Oxford, erected with funds partly provided by 
the profits of the sale of the Earl of Clarendon’s 
history of ‘the Rebellion and Civil Wars in 
England’ (1647). 

claret xiv orig. qualifying wine, after OF. vin 
claret (mod clairet), which superseded OF. 
clare medL. cldrdtum (sc. vinum) ‘clarified 
wine', n. pp. of clarare, f. L. clarus clear 

clarify fillumine. make illustrious xiv, make 
clear xv. - (O)F. clarifier - late L. cldrificbre, f. 
clarus clear; see fy 

clarion kind of trumpet, xrv. - medL. clario, 
on-, f. L. clarus clear, cf. OF. claron (mod! 
clairon). Hence clarionet xvm; partly alt. of 
clarinet - F. clarinette, f. clarine, sb use of fern, 
of tclarin, f. clair clear. 

clarity tlustre, splendour xvi; clearness xvn. - 
L. claritas, f. clarus clear; see ity. 

clash sb. xvi. imit. Also as vb. xvi. 
clasp sb, fastening consisting of interlocking 
parts; vb. secure with this, xrv of unkn. orig 

class division of persons or things, xvii. Prob 
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first in gen. use in the sense cfivision of pupils 
in a school’, and immed. - L. classis each of the 
six ancient divisions of the Roman people, body 
of citizens under arms, spec, fleet. Cf. (O)F. 
classe Hence class vb. xvm. So classification 

xvni (- F), whence classify xvm. 
classic of the first rank; of the standard authors 
of ancient Greece or Rome xvn; sb. (esp. pi.) 
ancient Gr. or L. writer xvm. - F. classique or 
L. classicus, f. classis class; see -ic. So classical 

XVI. 

clatter xiv. OE. *clatrian, implied in clatrung, 
corr. to (M)Du. klateren rattle, chatter, frequent, 
formation (see -er4) on imit. base *klat-. 

clause short sentence xm; article or proviso 
xiv. - (O)F. clause = Gallo-Rom. *clausa, for L. 
clausula close of a rhetorical period, (later) con¬ 
clusion of a legal formula, section of a law, fern, 
dim. of claus-, pp. stem of claudere close. 

claustral of a cloister, xv. - late L. claustrdlis, 
f. claustrum cloister; see -al‘. 

claustrophobia xix. f. claustro-, taken as 
comb, form (see -o-) of L. claustrum cloister + 
-PHOBIA. 

clavichord string-and-key instrument, xv. - 
medL. cldvichordium, f. L. clavis key + chorda 
string, chord. 

clavicle collar-bone. xvn. - L. clavicula key, 
dim. of clavis key. 

clavier keyboard xvm; keyboard instrument 
xix. - F. clavier (or its deriv. G. klavier) - medL. 
*claviarius (see -ary), f. clavis key. 

claw sb. OE. clawu (new formation on the obi. 
cases, the orig. nom. being *clea, whence ME. 
and dial, clee) = OS. clduua. OHG. kldwa (G. 
klaue) WGmc. *kldwo. Hence claw vb. OE 
clawian = MLG. klawen, OHG. klawen. 

clay OE. claeg = (M)LG., (M)Du. klei WGmc. 
*klaijo-, f. *klai- *klei- *kli-, repr. also by OE 
clam, mod. dial, cloam mud, clay. OE. daemon 
(see clammy); IE. *gloi- *glei- *gli- as in Gr glia, 
gline, L. glus, gluten (see glue). 

claymore Highlander’s two-edged broad 
sword, xvm. f. Gaelic claidheamh sword + mor 
great. 

-cle terminal el. repr. F. <le - L. -cuius, -a, -um 
-CULE, as in article, follicle, versicle. 

clean OE. claene - OS. kleni, OHG. kleini clear, 
delicate, small (G. klein small)WGmc. *klaini. 
The historically orig. sense ‘clear, pure’ is most 
nearly preserved by Eng. among the mod. langs. 
Hence cleanly adj. and adv. OE. claenlic, -lice; 
see -ly', -ly3. cleanse OE. claensian. 

clear xm. ME. cler - OF. cler (mod. clair) L 
clarus bright, clear, manifest. Hence clear vb 
xrv, clearance xvi. 

cleat wedge xv, (naut.) block round which 
a rope is secured xvm. Formally repr. OE 
*cleat = MLG. *klot (Du. kloot ball), OHG. kldz 
clod, lump, etc. (G. kloss dumpling) WGmc. 
*klauta (cf. clot); but the naut. sense in Eng. is 

unexpl. 
cleave' cut asunder, split OE cleofan str vb 
- OS. klioban, OHG. kliuban (G. klieben), ON 
kljufa Gmc. *kleuban, f IE. base *gleubh- (cf. 
Gr. gluphein hollow out, L. glubere peel). Hence 
cleaver xvi. 

cleave* stick fast, adhere. The present form 
repr. OE. cleofxan, clifian = OS. clibon, OHG. 
kleben (G. kleben) WGmc. wk. vb. *klibojan, 
-xjan, f. *klib-, the strong form of which is repr. 
by OE. clifan — OS. bikliban (Du. beklijven), 
OHG. kliban, ON. klifa; f. Gmc. *A7f- stick, ad 
here (cf. clay, climb). Cleft dates from xvn. 

clef (mus.) symbol marking the pitch of notes 
on a given line of a stave, xvi. - F. L. clavis 
key. 

cleft fissure, split, xm. Earliest form clift (cf. OE. 
<lyft, OHG. kluft; f. base of cleave'); the present 
form, due to assim. to cleft, pp. of cleave1, dates 
from xvi. 

clematis xvi. - L. clematis - Gr. klematis, f. 
klema vine-branch. 

clement xv. - L. clemens, -ent-, of unkn. orig. So 
clemency xv. - L. dementia. 

clench fix or grasp firmly xm; close tightly (the 
fist, etc.) xvm. OE. -clencan = OHG. klenken 

Gmc. *klarjkjan, f. *klarjk- *klerjk- *klurjk-, 
parallel to *klaijg-, etc. (see cling). Cf. clinch. 

clerestory row of lights above the arches or 
triforium of a church, xv. f. clear + storey. 

clergy A. body of ordained men in the Church; 
B. learning (survived in legal phr. benefit of 
clergy), xm. repr. two F. words, (O)F. clerge 
ecclL. clericatus, f. clericus (see clerk, -ate1), 

and (O)F. clergie, f. clerc clerk + -ie -y*. 

cleric adj. clerical; sb. clergyman, xvn. - ecclL. 
clericus - Gr. klerikos (eccl.) belonging to the 
Christian ministerial order, f. kleros lot, heri¬ 
tage, as used (e g.) in Acts 1:17 ‘the lot (kleros) 
of this ministry’. So clerical of the clergy xvi; 
of a clerk or penman xvm. - ecclL clcricalis, f. 
clericus. 

clerk ordained minister of the Church xi; 
learned man, scholar xm; lay officer of a church 
(e.g. singing c., parish c.); one having charge of 
records, correspondence, or accounts xvi Late 
OE. cler(i)c - ecclL. clericus cleric, this merged 
with ME. clerc - (O)F. clerc, of the same orig. 
The sp. dark appears xv. Hence clerkly adj. 
xvi; modelled on clerkly adv. xv, which is after 
late L. clericaliter; see -ly1, -ly3 

clever adroit, dexterous (xm?) xvi; (dial.) 
nimble, active; lithe, handsome xvn; (dial.) con¬ 
venient, agreeable, nice xvm. The context of the 
earliest ex. (in the form cliuer) suggests etym. 
connection with deliver claw, as if ‘sharp to 
seize’, rare Sc. cleverous apt to seize, similarly 
assoc, with cluik claw, precedes the earliest ex. 
of clever in the mod. period Cf. LG. klover, 
klever, MDu klever sprightly, smart, 

clew (arch ) ball, esp. of thread OE : (naut.) 
corner of a sail to which tacks and sheets are 
made fast xvi. OE. cliwen, cleowen = MLG., Du. 
kluwen, f. base of OHG kliuwi, kliuwa, MHG 
kliuwel(in); prob. ult. rel. to claw. See clue. 

cliche stereotype block; stereotyped phrase, 
literary tag. xix. F , sb. use of pp. of clicher 
stereotype. 

click sb. and vb xvn. ult. imit.; cf. OF. clique 
tick of a clock, cliquer vb 

client one under the protection of a patron xrv, 
one for whom an advocate pleads xv, customer 
xvii. - L. cliens, client-, earlier cluens, sb. use of 



cliff 80 clove 

prp of cluere, cluere hear, listen; see listen. So 
clientele, orig. (xvi) - L. clientela, but obs. in 
xvii and readopted from F. xix. 

cliff xii. OE. clif = OS. (Du.) klif, OHG. klep, ON. 
klifGrac. klibanr, of unkn. orig. 

climacteric pert, to a critical period (in human 
life); also sb. xvi (formerly often climateric). - F. 
climaterique or L. climactericus - Gr. klimak- 
terikos, f. klimax, klimak- ladder + -ter agent 
suffix. Also climacterical xvi. 

climate belt of the earth’s surface between two 
parallels of latitude xiv; (region having certain) 
atmospheric conditions xvn. - (O)F. climat or 
late L. cllma, climat- - Gr. klima, klimat-, f. *klt- 
as in kltnein slope, lean2. Hence climatic xix. 

climax (rhet.) ascending series of expressions 
xvi; culmination, highest point xvm. - late L. 
climax - Gr klimax ladder, f. *klt- (see prec.). 

climb OE. climban (str. vb.) = (M)LG., (M)Du. 
klimmen, OHG. klimban (G. klimmen)WGmc. 
*klimban, nasalized var. of *kliban (see 
CLEAVE2). 

clime xvi (now arch.). - late L. clima climate. 

clinch var. of clench, now differentiated for 
certain meanings, xvi. 

cling fcoagulate, congeal; fshrink, wither OE.; 
adhere, stick, cleave xm. OE. clingan (str. vb.), 
corr to MDu. klingen stick, adhere, beside OE. 
clengan, ME. clenge adhere, cling; f. Gmc. 
*klarjg- *klirjg- *kluqg-, see clench. 

clinic adj. pert, to the sick-bed xvn; sb. bed¬ 
ridden person xvii; private or specialized hos¬ 
pital xix. - L. clinicus - Gr. klinikos, f. kltne bed; 
see -ic. So clinical xvm. 

clink* make a sharp metallic sound, xrv. prob. 
- (M)Du. klinken sound, ring, rel. to MLG., 
(M)Du. klank sound (cf. clank), and parallel 
to OHG. klank (G. klang)\ cf. clang. Hence 
clink sb. xrv. 

clink2 name of a prison in Southwark; (gen.) 
prison, xvi. of unkn. orig. 

clinker* very hard kind of brick xvii; mass of 
slag or lava xvm. Earlier klincard, clincart - 
early mod Du klinckaerd (now klinker), f. klin¬ 
ken clink'; so called because the brick rings 
when struck. 

clinker2 applied to boats of which the planks 
are overlapped and secured with clinched nails, 
xvi. f. klink, var. of clinch +-er‘; prob. infl. by 
LG., Du. klinken rivet. Clincher-built has varied 
with clinker-built from xvhi. 

clinometer instrument for measuring slopes, 
xix. f clino-, used as comb, form of stem of Gr. 
kltnein slope (see lean2) + -meter. 

clip* embrace, grip, clutch. OE. clyppan = 
OFris. kleppa WGmc. *kluppjan, rel. to Lith. 
globti embrace. Hence clip sb. instrument that 
clips or grips, xv. 

clip2 cut, shear xii; mutilate (coin) xiv; cut short 
(words) xvi; move rapidly xvii. - ON. klippa. 
prob. imit. of the sound produced, 

clipper fast-sailing vessel, xix. f. clip2 in the 
sense 'move quickly’; prob. infl. by cutter. 

clique small exclusive set. xvm. - (O)F , f. OF 
cliquer make a noise - (M)Du. klikken (see 
CLICK). 

cloaca sewer xvm; (anat.) excretory canal xix. - 

L. cloaca, cludca earlier clovaca, rel. to cluere 
cleanse, f. IE. *klu- *kleu- *klou-, repr. also by 
OE. hlut(t)or pure, Gr. kluzein wash, bathe. So 
cloacal xvn. 

cloak sb. xm. - OF. cloke, claque, dial. var. of 
cloche bell, cloak medL. clocca (vn), perh. of 
Ir. origin (cf. clock). Hence cloak vb. xvi. 

clock xrv. Introduced by Flemish clockmakers 
imported by Edward I. - MLG., MDu. klocke 
(LG., Du. klok), corr. to OE. clucge, OFris. 
klokke, OHG. glocka (G. glocke bell), ON. klokka, 
klukka\ Gmc. - medL. clocca bell (cf. cloak). 

clod tclot of blood xrv; lump of earth, etc. xv. In 
OE. in clodhamer fieldfare, Clodhangra (place- 
name); corr. to (M)HG. klotz. Hence clod¬ 
hopper tploughman, country lout xvn; (pi.) 
heavy shoes xix. 

clog (dial.) block of wood xiv; wooden-soled shoe 
xv. of unkn. orig. Hence clog vb. fetter, hamper, 
encumber, xrv. 

cloisonne (of enamels) divided into com¬ 
partments. xix. pp. of F. cloisonner, f. cloison 
partition Rom. *clausid, -on-, f. L. claus- (see 
close). 

cloister enclosure, close xm; convent, covered 
walk (esp. round a court) xrv. - OF. clo(i)stre 
(mod. cloitre) L. claustrum, clostrum bolt, 
place, f. claud-, stem of claudere close, + -trum, 
instr. suffix. 

close sb. enclosed space, enclosure xra; adj. 
closed, shut up xiv. - (O)F. clos L. clausus, 
pp. of claudere shut, close. So close vb. stop an 
opening, xm. f, clos-, ppl. stem of (O)F. clore 
L. claudere. 

closet private room xrv; cabinet, cupboard, 

privy xvn. - OF., dim. of clos\ see prec. and -et. 

closure fbarrier, fence xrv; Ienclosure xv; 
conclusion, close xvi. - OF. late L. clausura, 
f. claus-', see close, -ure. In the last sense a new 
formation on close. 

clot lump, esp. one formed by coagulation. OE. 
clot(t) = MHG. kloz (G. klotz)WGmc. *klutt-, 
f. *klut- *kleut- *klaut-, cf. cleat, clout. 

cloth A. piece of woven or felted stuff OE.; the 
stuff or material itself (in these two uses with 
mod. pi. cloths) xrv; B. +(coll.) clothing, raiment 
xii, equivalent to clothes, OE. cladas, ME 
cldpes, dopes. OE. clad = MDu. kleet (Du. kleed), 
MHG. kleit (G. kleid)\ cf. ON. klxdi\ of unkn. 
orig. So clothe vb., pt„ pp. clothed and (arch.) 
clad provide with clothes, xii. ME. cldpen 
pointing to OE. *clddian, f. clad. 

cloud thill, rock OE.; visible mass of watery 
vapour in the air xm. OE. clud, prob. rel. to clod. 

Hence cloud vb. xvi. 
dough ravine. OE. cloh (in place-names) 
Gmc. *klaijx-, rel. to OHG klinga (G dial 
klinge) ravine. 

clout tpatch, metal plate OE.; piece of cloth xm 
(from the vb.) blow with the hand xiv. OE clut 
corr to (M)LG., MDu klut(e) (Du. kluit lump’ 
clod), ON. klutr kerchief; rel. to cleat clot 

Hence clout vb. patch OE. (clutian in pp 
geclutod) cuff heavily xiv. 

clove* one of the divisions of the bulb of garlic 

eJc-?E; C,lUf“\ COIT to the first element of OS. 
cluflok clove-leek', garlic, OHG. klobolouch (G 
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knoblauch), f. weak grade of Gmc. *kleub- (see 
CLEAVE1). 

clove* dried flower-bud of tropical myrtle, xrv 
orig. clow (of) gilofer - (0)F. clou de girofle 
(gilofre) ‘nail of clove-tree’, so called from its 
shape; see gillyflower. The change from clow 
to clove is difficult to account for. 

cloven str. pp. of cleave*, now mainly re¬ 
stricted to adj. use (e g. cloven hoof). 

clover OE. cldfre = (M)LG.. Du klaver Gmc. 
*klaibron, the first syll. of which corr. to OS. kle, 
OHG. kleo (G. klee) WGmc. *klaiwa clover. 
The common xv-xvn var. clover may repr. OE. 
clxfre, or may be of LG. or Du. orig. 

clown rustic, ill-bred man; fool or buffoon, esp. 
on the stage, xvi. perh. of LG. orig.; cf. NFris. 
klonne, klunne clumsy fellow, kliinj clod, lump, 
and the like. 

cloy fnail xiv; fclog, obstruct xvi; surfeit, satiate 
xvi Aphetic of tacloy - AN. aclover, var. of OF. 
encloyer (mod. enclouer)Rom. *inclavare, f. L. 
in EN-* -\-cldvus nail, rel. to clavis key, claudere 
CLOSE. 

club heavy stick xm; stick used in ball-games 
xv; (tr. It. bastone, Sp. boston baton) suit at 
cards xvi; combination or association of per¬ 
sons xvii. - ON. klubba (klumba) club, rel. to 
CLUMP. 

cluck vb. xvii. corr. to MHG. klucken, Da. 
klukke, Sw. klucka, imit formation to which 
there are parallel forms with the vowel o, OE. 
cloccian, MDu. clocken (Du. klokken), Sw. dial. 
klokka. 

clue later form (xv) of clew, now restricted 
mainly to the sense ‘fact, etc., leading (through 
a difficulty) to a solution or discovery’, 

clumber breed of spaniel, xix f. Clumber, 
name of a seat of the duke of Newcastle, in 
Nottinghamshire. 

clump compact mass of trees xvi; transf. of 
other things xvii. - MLG. klumpe (LG. klump), 
rel. to MDu. klompe (Du klomp) lump, mass, 
and OE. clympre (mod. dial, clumper) lump of 
metal, and further to clamp*; cf. club. 

clumsy tbenumbed; moving as if benumbed, 
awkward in action, xvi. f. (dial.) clumse benumb 
(xm), prob. of Scand orig. 

Cluniac pert, to (a monk of) the monastery of 
Cluny. xvii. - medL. Cluniacus, f. Clun(i)aeum 
Cluny, France; see -ac. 

cluster sb OE. clyster, (rare) cluster bunch of 
grapes, prob. f. Gmc *klut- (see clot). 

clutch1 fcrook, bend; seize with claws, seize 
eagerly, xiv. ME. clucche, repr. OE. clyccon 
crook, clench. Hence clutch sb. claw; grasp, xvi. 

clutch* laying or sitting of eggs, brood of young 
birds, xvin. prob. southern dial. var. of synon. 
north, cletch (xvii), rel. obscurely to deck hatch 
(xv; chiefly Sc.) - ON. klekja, assoc, with 
clutch1. 

clutter fclotted mass xvi; confused mass or 
crowd, noisy turmoil, confused noise xvii var. 
of fclotter (xiv), tdodder (xv), f. clot, clod; see 
-ER4; assoc, to some extent with cluster and clat¬ 
ter. So as vb. xvi. 

clypeus (ent.) shield shaped part of the head of 
insects, xix. var. of L. clipeus, clupeus shield. 

co- var of com- used before vowels, h, and gn, 
as in L. coalescere coalesce, cognatus cognate, 

coheres co heir; in extensive use from xvii as 
a living formative in the senses ‘together’, ‘in 
common’, ‘jointfly)’, reciprocally’ In math, 
repr. complement, in the sense ... of the com¬ 
plement’, ‘complement of...’, as in cosine, etc. 

coacervation heaping together, xiv. - L. co- 
acervdtio, -on-, f. coacervare, f. co- + acervus 
heap, see -ation 

coach large carriage xvi; private tutor (orig 
university si.), instructor in sport and athletics 
xrx - F. coche. A common European word since 
xvi, e.g. G. kutsche, Du. koets, Sp., Pg. coche. It 
cocchio, Pol. kocz\ ult. - Hungarian kocsi, adj f. 
Kocs name of a town near Raab in Hungary. 

coadjutor xv. - (O)F. coadjuteur, i-tor - late 
L. coadjutor, f. co- + adjutor helper (see adju¬ 

tant). 

coagulate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. codgulare, f. 
codgulum rennet, f. *coagere drive together; see 
cogent, -ate”. So coagulation xv 

coal fglowing piece of wood OE.; fcharcoal xm; 
black mineral used for fuel xm (orig. seacoal). 
OE. col, corr. to OFris., MLG. kole, MDu. cole 
(Du. kool), OHG; kol(o) (G. kohle), ON. kol, of 
uncert orig. 

coalesce xvi. - L. coalescere, f. co- + alescere 
grow up, f. alere nourish. So coalition xvii. - 

medL. 
coalmouse, colemouse the bird Parus ater. 
OE colmdse. corr. to MDu. koolmeze (Du. kool 
mees), MHG. kolemeise (G. kohlmeise), f. col coal 

(with allusion to its black cap) + mdse (see 
titmouse). 

coaming (naut.) raised edges of hatches, etc 
xvii. of unkn. orig. 

coarse fordinary. common xrv; wanting in fine¬ 
ness or delicacy xvi. Earliest forms cors(e), 
course-, the present form appears xvii, but is 
anticipated by icowarce (xvi); the earliest 
application is to cloth or clothes, of unkn orig 

coast ftract, region xm; fquarter, direction; 
fside; sea shore xrv; (N. Amer.) toboggan slide 
xvm. ME. cost(e) - OF. coste (mod. cote) L. 
costa rib, flank, side So coast vb. fkeep or move 
by the side or coast of; tborder upon xiv; 
ftraverse, scour xv; (U S.) slide down a slope on 
a sled (also in transf. use) xix. 

coat man’s outer garment xiii; natural covering 
xrv ME cote - OF cote (mod. cotte) Rom. 
*cotta - Frankish *kotta (cf. OHG. kozzo (G. 
kotze) coarse woollen garment or stuff, OS. cot 
woollen coat or cloak), of unkn. orig. 

coati Amer. mammal resembling civet and 
racoon, xvii. - Tupi coati, coatim, f. cua cinc¬ 
ture + tim nose. 

coax tfool. take in; pet, fondle xvi; wheedle xvii. 

orig. ‘make a cokes (i.e. fool) oF; of unkn orig. 
cob in many applications which can be mostly 
grouped under the headings ‘head’ and ‘round 
ish object, round clump’, among the earliest be 
mg ‘great man, leader’ (xv), ‘male swan’ (xvi), 
cob-nut (xvi); loaf with a round head (xvii); the 
application to a stout short-legged horse (xix) 
has been referred to dial, cobs testicles, of ob¬ 
scure orig ; in AL. cobus cob-loaf (xm); cf. 
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WFlem. kobhe tuft of feathers, head of hair, 
dome of the head, WFris. kobbe drop, 

cobalt xvii (cobolt). - G. kobalt, -old, disparaging 
application of MHG. kobolt (mod. kobold) fairy 
or demon of the mine, from the miners’ belief 
that cobalt ore was deleterious to the silver ores 
in which it occurred. 

cobble1 rounded stone xv (in earliest exx. 
c.-stone, also + cobled stone)-, pi. small coal xix. f. 
COB + -le'. 

cobbler xiii. of unkn. orig. Hence cobble2 vb. 
mend roughly, patch up xv. 

coble (Sc.) boat used esp. for salmon-fishing 
xm; (north. Eng.) sea fishing-boat xiii. In AL. 
cobellum (xm), cobla (xrv); poss. of Celt. orig. 
(cf. W. ceubal ferry-boat, skiff, Bret, caubal). 

cobra xix. Short for cobra (de) capello (xvn) 
hooded snake - Pg. cobra (:- L. colubra) snake, 
de with, capello hood (:- medL. cappellus, dim. 
of cappa cape'). 

cobweb spider’s web. xiv. ME. cop(pe)web, f. 
coppe OE. (dt(t)or)coppe (dt(t)or poison) = 
MDu. koppe, see web. 

coca shrub, Erythroxylon coca, of which the 
dried leaves are used as a masticatory, etc. xvi. - 
Sp. - Quechua cuca Hence cocaine alkaloid 
occurring in the leaves of the coca; see -ine8. 

coccus pi. cocci insect of the genus so named 
xviii, (bot.) carpel of a dried fruit xix (earlier 
coccum)-, (med.) rounded form of bacterium 
xix. - modL. - Gr. kokkos berry, seed, 

coccyx (anat.) terminal bone of the spinal col¬ 
umn. xvii. - L. - Gr. kokkux cuckoo (the bone 
being supposed to resemble a cuckoo’s bill), 

cochineal dye-stuff consisting of the dried 
bodies of a S. American insect, which was at 
first supposed to be a berry, xvi. - F. cochenille 
or Sp. cochinilla, which is gen. referred to L. 
coccinus scarlet (Gr. kokkos kermes). 

cochlea spiral cavity of the internal ear. xvii. - 
L. coc(h)lea snail-shell, screw - Gr. kokhllas, 
prob. rel. to kogkhe conch. 

cock1 male domestic fowl OE.; male bird xrv; 
in various transf. applications, the earliest (xv) 
being ‘spout, tap’ paralleled by G. hahn cock; 
the latter, like Du. haan, is also used, as cock is 
(xvi), for the discharging mechanism of fire¬ 
arms. OE. cocc, kok = ON. kokkr, prob. f. medL. 
coccus, of imit. orig.; reinforced in ME. by (O)F. 
coq. The native Gmc. word is repr. by OE. hana 
(see hen). Hence cock vb. set or stick up 
(assertively) xvii; prob. from the attitude of 
fighting cocks; whence a new sb. upward turn. 
xviii. 

cock2 heap of hay. xrv. immed. source un¬ 
certain; perh. Scand. (cf. Norw. kok heap, lump. 
Da. dial, kok haycock, Sw. koka clod), but an OE. 
*cocc hill has been assumed for the place-names 
Cookham (Coccham vm), Coughton (Cocton xm). 
Hence as vb. xrv. 

cockade rosette, etc., worn in the hat as a 
badge, xvn (in cockared cap), xviii (cockard, 
cockade). - F. cocarde, orig. in phr. bonnet a la 
coquarde cap worn assertively on one side; fern, 
off coquard proud, saucy, as sb. coxcomb, f. coq 
cock1; see -ard. The ending was assim. to -ade. 

cock-a-hoop orig. in phr. set cock a hoop de¬ 

noting some action preliminary to hard drink¬ 
ing. xvi. of unkn. orig. 

cockalorum self-important little man xvm; 
hey cockalorum cry in certain games xix. f. 
cock1 in the sense ‘leader’ (xvi), with fanciful 
termination simulating L. g. pi. ending -orum. 

cock-and-bull applied to an idle story, xvm. 
orig. in phr. talk of (a story of) a cock and a 
bull (xvii), said of rambling and misleading talk; 
parallel to F. coq-d-l'dne (anglicized as fcocka- 
lane xvii), orig. in phr. saillir du coq en Vane 
jump from the cock to the ass’, 

cockatoo xvii (cocatoe). - Du. kaketoe - Malay 
kakatua, infl. by cock1. 

cockatrice basilisk xiv; (her.) hybrid of cock 
and serpent xvi. - OF. cocatris - medL. calca.trix, 
cau- (fern, agent-noun f. calcare tread, (later) 
track, f. calx heel) used to render Gr. ikhneu- 
mon, ichneumon, lit. ‘tracker’. OF. cocatris 
came to denote the crocodile; by a further (ob¬ 
scure) transference cockatrice was applied in 
English translations of the Bible to the basilisk; 
assoc, with cock1 produced the her. sense, 

cockboat small ship’s boat. xv. Formerly also 
simply cock - OF. coque, dial. var. of cache 
medL. caudica (cf. caudiceus, codicarius applied 
to boats as being carved out of trunks, f. caudex, 
codex block of wood). 

cockchafer xviii. The second el. is (dial.) 
chaf(f)erOE. ceafor, prob. f. Gmc. *kab- gnaw, 
parallel to *keb-, repr. by OE. defer = OS. kevera 
(Du. kever), OHG. kevar (G. kdfer beetle); if the 
first el. is cock1, the reference is obscure. 

cocker1 pamper, indulge, humour, xv. of 
uncert. orig. (cf. synon. tcock and tcockle (both 
xvi)). 

cocker2 spaniel of a breed trained to start wood¬ 
cock, etc. xix. f. cocking (xvn) shooting of wood¬ 
cock, f. cock1 -1--LNG1; see -er1. 

cockerel young cock. xv. f. cock1 + -erel. 
cockle1 plant growing among com. OE. coccul, 

-el, perh. - medL. *cocculus, f. late L. coccus, 
earlier coccum kermes - Gr. kokkos. 

cockle2 edible bivalve mollusc, xiv. - (O)F. 
coquille shell medL. *cochilia - medGr. 
kokhulia. pi. of kokhulion, f. kogkhe conch. 

cockle* go into rucks, pucker, xvi. - F. coquiller 
blister (bread) in cooking, f. coquille shell, etc. 
(see prec.). 

cockloft small upper loft. xvi. prob. f. cock1 

-t-LOFT, as being orig. a place where fowls 
roosted. 

cockney then’s egg (perh. small or mis-shapen, 
‘cock’s egg’); tpampered child xiv; ftownsman, 
as a type of effeminacy; one born in the city of 
London xvi. ME. cokeney, -ay, prob. f. cokene, g. 
pi. of cok cock1 + ey, ay (OE. xg) egg. 

cockpit pit or enclosure to be used for cock- 
fighting xvi; (naut.) after part of the orlop deck 
of a man of war xvm. f. cock1 + pit. 

cockroach xvii (cacarootch, cockroche). - Sp. 
cucaracha-, unaccountably assim. to cock and 
roach. 

cocksure t(objectively) quite secure or certain 
xvi; (subjectively) feeling quite sure or certain 
xvii. of uncert. orig. 

cocktail A. cock-tailed’ horse, i.e. one with the 
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tail docked and so sticking up like a cock's tail; 
beetle that cocks up its ‘tail'; B (orig. U S ) 
mixed drink with a spirit as basis, xix A f. 
cock1 vb + tail’; B of unkn ong 

cocky (si.) arrogantly pert xvm. f. cock* + -y'. 
coco, cocoa1 tnut of the coco-palm, Cocos nuci- 
fera, and the tree itself xvi; now only in coco(a)-, 
coker-nut xvn. - Sp., Pg coco, orig. playful use 
of coco grinning face, grimace, with allusion to 
the monkey-like appearance of the base of the 
nut Appears first in latinized form tcocus, later 
tcocos The sp cocoa is due to an error in John¬ 
son’s dictionary, in which this word and cocoa1 
were combined under one heading; coker dates 
from xvn. 

cocoa1 fseed of a tropical American tree, pow 
der produced by grinding the seed, and bever¬ 
age made from this, xvm Alteration of cacao 

(also tcocoa). Cf. chocolate 

cocoon xvn. - F. cocon - modPr. coucoun egg 
shell, cocoon, dim. of coca shell, 

cocotte xix. - F., (also) child’s word for a fowl, 
ult. f. coq cock’. 

cod’ husk OE. (surviving dial., as in peascod 
pea-shell); scrotum; (pi.) testicles xiv; hence 
codpiece xv OE. cod(d) bag, husk, corr. to ON. 
koddi, ODa. kodde, Sw. kudde cushion, pillow. 
Norw. kodd testicle, scrotum; f. Gmc. *kud- 
*keud- (whence OE. ceod pouch). 

cod2 sea-fish, Gadus morrhua. xm. of unkn. 
orig.; possibly a use of cod’, as if ‘bag-fish’, 
from its appearance. Cod's head was si. for 
‘blockhead’ (xvi); hence prob. (si.) cod fool, 
simpleton (xvii), whence cod vb. (si.) hoax, 
humbug, xix. 

coda (mus.) concluding passage, xvm. - It. L 
cauda tail. 

coddle xix. prob. a var. of caudle (xvii) ad¬ 
minister a caudle to; but perh a fig use of 

coddle (xvi) parboil, stew. Cf. mollycoddle 

code systematic collection of laws xiv; system 
of signals, esp. for secrecy xix - (O)F. - L. codex, 
codic block of wood, block split into leaves or 
tablets, book The L word codex was formerly 
(xvi xvm) in Eng. use in the sense ‘law-code’, 
but is now used only for manuscript volume-, 

codger stingy (old) fellow, familiar appellation 
for an elderly man; (hence) fellow, chap xvm. 
perh var. of cadger 

codicil supplement to a will. xv. - L. codicillus, 
dim. of codex (see code). 

codlin(g) variety of apple, xv. Earliest form 
querd(e)lynge, later quodling, quadlin, but cod 
lyng occurs xvi, when it appears to be already 
assoc, with coddle vb cook The forms cor¬ 
respond to those of the surname Codling, earlier 
Querdehoun, Querdlyng - AN Quer de lion (F 
Casur-de-lion) ‘lion-heart’. 

coefficient xvii. - modL. coefficient, see co- and 
EFFICIENT. 

coeliac pert to the abdomen xvii - L. cceh- 
acus - Gr. koihakos, f. koilia belly, bowels, f. 
koilos hollow, rel to L cavus (see cave1); see 
-AC. 

coenobite member of a religious order living 
in a community, xvii - (O)F. cenobite or ecclL. 
ccenobita, f. coenobium - Gr. koinobion com 

munity life, (eccl ) convent, f. koinos common 
+ bios life (cf quick); see ite 

coerce xvn. - L. coercere shut up, restrain, f 
co- + arcere restrain, ward off. So coercion 
XVIII 

coeval contemporary xvn. f. late L coaevus, f 
co- + aevum age; see -al’. 

coffee xvi (Chaoua) The present form is first 
recorded in xvn, with vars. cahve. coffe, cauphe, 
cophee, - Du koffie - Turk kahve - Arab kahwa 

coffer xiii - (O)F coffre L. cophinus basket, 
see next. 

coffin fchest, box, basket xiv, box for a corpse 
xvi. - OF cof(f)in little basket, case - l,. cophi 
nus - Gr kophmos basket, 

cog projecting tooth on a wheel, xm. ME. cogge, 
of unkn orig but prob Scand (cf. synon Sw 
kugge, kughjul cog wheel, Norw. kug). 

cogent xvii. - L. cogens, -ent-, prp. of cogere drive 
together, compel, f. co -t-agere drive; see act, 

ENT. 
cogitatiop xiii. - OF cogitacioun - L. cogitatio, 

on-, f. cogitare think, f. co- + agitare put in 
motion, spec, turn over in the mind, see agi¬ 

tate, -ation. So cogitate xvi; see -ate*. 

cognac prop. French brandy distilled from 
Cognac wine, xvi (Coniacke wine). - F., f. name 
of a town in the department of Charente, 
France. 

cognate akin, descended from a common an¬ 
cestor; also sb. xvii. - L. cognatus, f. co- + -gnatus 
born, f. IE. *gn- *gen- produce; see kin, -ate*. 

cognition action or faculty of knowing, xv. - 
L. cognitio, on-, f. cognit-, pp. stem of cognoscere 
get to know, investigate, f. co-+ gnoscere, in¬ 
choative of *gno-\ see know, -tion. 

cognizance knowledge (now take c. of)\ device 
by which one is known xiv; taking legal notice, 
jurisdiction; acknowledgement, admission 
xvi. - OF. conis(s)aunce, conus(s)aunce, vars. of 
conois(s)ance (mod connaissance) - Rom. *con 
noscentia, f. cognoscent-, prp stem of L 
cognoscere (see prec ). Latinization of the sp has 
infl. the pronunc Hence cognizant xix. 

cognomen third name of a Roman citizen; dis¬ 
tinguishing epithet; (sur)name. xix. - L., f. co- 
+ *gnomen name. 

cognoscente connoisseur, xvm. - It., latinized 
form of conoscente L. cognoscent- (see cog 

nition and -ent) 

cognovit (leg.) acknowledgement by defendant 
that plaintiff’s cause is just. xvm. Short for L. 
formula cognovit actionem he has acknowledged 
the charge; 3rd sg. pt. of cognoscere (see know). 

cohabit xvi. - late L. cohabitare. So cohabi¬ 
tation xv. Cf (O)F cohabiter, -ation, and see 
co-, habitation. 

co-heir xvi. - L. coheres; see co-, heir. 

cohere xvi. - L. cohxrere, f. co-4 haerere stick 
So coherent xvi, cohesion xvn. 

cohort body of infantry in the ancient Roman 
army; also transf xv. - (O)F. cohorte or L 
cohors, cohort enclosure, company, crowd, f. 
co- + *hort-, as in hortus garden, 

coif close-fitting cap. xiv. - OF. coi/e(mod. coiffe) 
head dress late L. cofia helmet, 

coil’ (arch.) disturbance, confusion, fuss xvi. of 
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unkn. ong.; now familiar mainly in mortal c. 
(from Sh Hamlet hi. i. 67). 

coil2 lay up (a rope or cable) in concentric rings 
xvi; twist or twine up xvn (also tquoil). - OF. 
coillir (mod. cueillir gather) L. colligere col¬ 

lect. Hence coil sb. length of rope coiled up xvi 
(quille); series of concentric rings xvn. 

coin A. fcomer-stone; tcorner, angle, wedge; B 
fdie for stamping money; piece of money; coined 
money, xiv. - (Q)F. coin, tcoing, wedge, comer, 
tstamping-die L. cuneus wedge. So coin vb. 
make (money) from metal, make (metal) into 
money, xrv. - OF. coignier mint, f. coin, coinage 
coining money xiv; money coined xv. - OF. 
coigniage, f. coignier. 

coincide xvm. - medL. coincidere, f. co- 
+ incidere fall upon or into, f. in-' + cadere fall. 
So coincidence xvn, after coincident xvi. 

coition fconjunction xvi; copulation xvn. - L. 
coitio, on-, f. coit-, pp. stem of colre, f. co- + ire 
go; see -tion. So coitus xvm. 

coke solid residue of the dry distillation of coal, 
xvn (formerly often pi ), prob. identical with 
north, dial, colk (xiv) core, of unkn. orig. 

coker-nut see coco. 
col depression in a mountain chain, xix. - Fr. 
colL. collum neck. 

col- assim. form of com-, con- before l. In Rom., 
L. coll-, earlier coni-, was reduced to col-, and 
this form was preserved in early adoptions of F. 
words; the later coll- was due to assoc, with L. 

colander xiv (colonur, culdor\e), etc ), perh. alt. 
of Pr *colador Rom coldtdr-, f. L. coldre 
strain. 

colchicum genus of plants, xvi. - L. - Gr kol- 
khikon. sb use of n. of Kolkhikos pert, to 
Colchis, ancient name of a region east of the 
Black Sea 

cold OK. (Angl.) raid (WS. ceald) - OS. cald, 
(O)HG. kalt. ON. kaldr. Goth, kalds Gmc. 
*kaldaz prop chilled, frozen; formation with 
ppl. suffix ( L. (us. Gr. tos) on *kal IE. *gol-, 
var of *gel-. as in L. gelu frost, gelidus gelid, 

lath gelumd severe cold, OS1. goloti ice; see 
chill, cool, and congeal. 

cole kind of cabbage, xiv. - ON. kdl, corr. to OE. 
cdwel. caul. MDu. cole (Du. kool). OHG. cholo, 
kdl(i) (G kohl), and Ir.. Gael. cal. W cawl, all - 
L. caulis (later caulus. -a) stem, stalk, cabbage. 
Surviving mainly as in coleseed (prob. - Du. 
koolzaad. cf. OE. cawels&d), colewort xiv. Cf. 
KALE. 

cole mouse see coalmouse. 

coleoptera (zool.) the beetles, xvm. modL. 
n. pi., f. Gr. koleopteros sheath-winged, f. koleon 
sheath + pteron wing (see feather). 

colic sb griping pains in the belly xv; adj. affect¬ 
ing the colon xvi. - (O)F. colique - late L. cdlicus, 
collicus, f. c6lon colon1; see -ic. 

collaborate xix. f. pp stem of late L. colla- 
bdrare. f. col- +■ labor labour. So collabora¬ 
tion, collaborator xix. 

collapse vb. xvm. Back-formation f. pp. col¬ 
lapsed (xvii), f. L colldpsus, pp. of collabi, f. 
col-+ labi fall; see lapse, -ed‘. So collapse sb. 
XIX 

collar xiii (various techn. uses from xvii). ME. 

coler - AN. coler, OF. colier (mod. collier) L. 
colldre, f. collum neck; see -ar. The sp. was early 
assim to the L. Hence as vb. lay hold on (first 
in wrestling) xvi. 

collate A tconfer xvi; appoint to a benefice 

xvii; B. compare critically xvii. f. colldt-, stem of 

the form used as pp. of L. conferre confer; see 

-ATE*. 

collateral situated or existing side by side, 
xrv. - medL. co Hater dlis, see col- and lateral. 

collation A. in renderings of Johannes Cas- 
sianus’ ‘Collationes Patrum in Scetico eremo 
commorantium’ (Conferences of hermits in the 
Egyptian desert); reading of this at monastic 
meals tin; light meal after such reading xiv; 
light meal (gen.) xvi; B. bringing together, esp. 
for comparison xiv; C. bestowal, spec, of a bene¬ 
fice xiv. Occurs first in sense A in AN. form 
collatiun, and later (xiv) in the form co Hoc ion, 
-tion - L. colldtio, -on- contribution, collection, 
comparison, in medL. conference, repast, noun 
of action to conferre confer; see collate, - ation . 

colleague xvi. - F. collegue - L. collega partner 
in office, f. col- + leg- as in lex law, legdre depute. 

collect1 (liturg.) short prayer, varying with the 
day or season, xiii. - (O)F. collecte - L. collecta 
collection, (late) assembly, sb. use of fern. pp. of 
colligere collect2. 

collect2 gather together, xvi. - OF. collecter or 
medL. collectdre, f. collect-, pp. stem of colligere, 
f. col-+ legere collect, assemble, choose, read. 
So collection action of collecting xiv; things 
collected xv. - (O)F. - L. collective xv. - F. or 
L. Hence collectivism, -1st xix. collector xrv. - 
AN. collectour - medL. collector, see -or1. 

colleen girl. xix. - Ir. cailin, dim. of caile 
countrywoman, girl. 

college society or corporation of persons hav¬ 
ing common functions and rights; building oc¬ 
cupied by this. xrv. - (O)F. college or its source L. 
collegium association, partnership, corporation, 
f. collega colleague. So collegial xrv, col¬ 
legian xv, collegiate (-ate2) xv. 

collide xvii. - L. collidere clash together, f. col- 

+ laedere hurt by striking. So collision xv. - late 
L. collisid, -on-, f. collis-, pp. stem of collidere. 

collie shepherd’s dog. xvii. orig. Sc., perh. f. coll 
coal (from its black colour) + -ie. 

collier fcharcoal burner xrv; coal-miner xvi. 
ME. colyer, f. col coal; see -ier. Hence colliery 
XVII. 

colligate bind together, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
colligdre, f. col- + ligdre bind; see -ate*. 

collimation adjustment of the line of sight of 
a telescope, xvii. - modL. collimatio, -on-, f. col¬ 
li mare, erron. reading in some editions of Cicero 
for collinedre aim, f. col- + tinea line2. 

collocate place side by side. xvi. f. L. collocare, 
at-, f. col- -+- locdre place, locate. So colloca 
tion xvii. 

collop tfried bacon and egg xrv; fried slice of 
meat xv; thick fold of flesh xvi. ME. col{h)oppe 

Scand. word repr. by OSw. kolhuppadher 
roasted on coals (f. kol coal -chuppa leap) Sw 
kalops, dial, kollops dish of stewed meat 

colloquy conversation, xvi. - L. colloquium 
(also used in Eng. xvii), f. col- + loqui speak 



collotype 85 comestible 

collotype process or print in which a thin sheet 
of gelatine is used. xix. f Gr. kolla glue + type. 

collusion xrv. - (O)F. collusion or L. collusio, 
-on-, f. colludere, collus- have a secret agreement 
(whence collude xvi), f. col- + liidere play, f. 
ludus play, sport. 

collywobbles (si.) belly-ache. xrx. Fancifully 
f. colic and wobble. 

colon1 greater portion of the large intestine, 
xvi. - (O)F. colon or L. cdlon - Gr. kolon. 

colon* member of a sentence; the punctuation 
mark (:). xvi. - L. colon - Gr. kolon limb, clause, 

colonel xvi In earliest use both coronel and 
colonel, but the first prevailed before mid-xvii. - 
F. tcoronel (so also Sp ), later and mod. colon- 
nei - (orig. with dissimilation of /.. / to r.. /) It. 
colonnello, f. colonna column, the officer being 
so named as leader of the first company of a 
regiment. 

colonnade xvm. - F., f. colonne column; see 
-ADB. 

colony xvi. - L. coldnia farm, landed estate, 
settlement, f. coldnus cultivator, settler, f colere 
cultivate; see -y*. Hence colonial xvm, col¬ 
onize xvn (whence colonist xvm). 

colophon inscription containing title, date, 
etc., at the end of a book. xvm. - late L. colo- 
phdn - Gr. kolophdn summit, finishing touch, 

colophony dark or amber-coloured resin, 
xrv. - L. (risina) colophdnia resin of Colophon, 
a town in Lydia. 

coloration xvn. - F. coloration or late L. 
coloratio, -on-, f. colordre colour; see -ation. So 
coloratura (mus.) xix. - It.; see -ure. colorific 
xvn. - F. or modL 

colossus gigantic statue, e.g. that at Rhodes 
xrv. - L. colossus - Gr. kolossos. So colossal 
xvin. - F. 

colour, U S. color xm. - OF. col(o)ur (mod. 
couleur) L. color, color-, rel. to celare hide, 
conceal; see -our*. So colour vb. xm. - OF. 
coulourer (mod. colorer) - L. coldrare. 

colt OE. colt, applied to the young of the ass and 
the camel; of obscure orig. 

colubrine snake-like xvi. - L. colubrinus, f. 
coluber snake; see -ine!. 

columbarium dove-cot; underground sepul¬ 
chre with niches, xvm. - L., f. columba dove, 
pigeon; see -arium. 

columbine dove-like, xrv - (O)F. colombin, 
-ine - L. columbinus, f. columba dove. As sb., 
name of plants, xm. - OF. colombine - medL 
columbina (sc. herba) 'dove’s plant’, so called 
from the resemblance of the inverted flower to 
five pigeons clustered together. 

Columbine (orig. in It. comedy) the mistress 
of Harlequin, xvm. - F. Colombine - It. Colom 
bina, sb. use of fern, of colombino dove-like in 
gentleness (cf. prec.). 

column pillar xv; vertical division of a page, 
etc. xv. Partly - OF. columpne (mod. colonne), 
partly - its source L. columna pillar, f. *col-, var. 
of *cel-, as in *cellere (see excel), celsus high. 
So columnar xvm, columniated xvm, coi- 
unaniation xvn. 

colure each of the great circles intersecting at 
right angles at the poles, xvi. - late L. colurl pi. - 

Gr. kolourai (sc. grammai lines), pi. of kolouros 
truncated, f. kolos docked + ourd tail; so called 
because their lower part is permanently cut off 
from view. 

colza (oil expressed from) coleseed, xvm. - F. 
(Walloon) kolza, earlier kolzat - LG. kdlsat, Du. 
koolzaad; see cole, seed. 

com- repr. L com-, arch form of the prep, cum 
with, used in comps, with the meanings ‘to¬ 
gether, in combination or union’, ‘altogether, 
completely’. Com- was retained before b, p, m. 
and some vowels (as in comes count1), aSsim 
before r, l (as in corruptus corrupt, colldtid col¬ 

lation), and reduced to co- before most vowels; 
elsewhere it became con- (but before /, as in 
comfit, comfort, com- has replaced con- in 
Eng.). 

coma1 unnatural deep and prolonged sleep, 
xvn. - medical L. - Gr. koma, komat-, rel. to koite 
bed, heisthai lie down. Hence comatose xvm. 

coma* (bot.) tuft xvn; (astron.) nebulous en 
velope of a comet xvm. - L. coma - Gr. home 
hair of the head; cf. comet. 

comb toothed implement for straightening the 
hair; cock’s crest, which is indented or serrated 
OE.; flat cake of cells of wax made by bees (an 
exclusively Eng. use, the orig. of which is doubt¬ 
ful), late OE. in hunigcamb honeycomb. OE. 
camb, comb - OS. camb, OHG. kamb (G. kamm), 
ON. kambr Gmc. *kambaz IE. *gombhos, 
whence also Gr. gdmphos. Skr. jdmbha-. OS1. 
zqbii tooth. Hence comb vb xrv; re pi. kemb, 
OE. cemban (:- Gmc. *kambjan), which survives 
in UNKEMPT. 

combat sb. xvi. - F., f. combattre vb. (whence 
combat vb. xvi), OF. cumbatre - late L com- 
batiers, f. com- + *battere, for batuere fight So 
combatant xv. - OF. combatant, prp of com 
battre. 

combe see coomb. 

combine vb. xv. - (Q)F. combiner or late L. 
combindre join two and two, f. com- + bini two 
together. So combination xrv. Hence combine 
sb. fplot xvii (rare); commercial (etc.) com¬ 
bination xrx (orig. U S ). 

combustion xv. - (Q)F. combustion or late L. 
combust id, -on-, f. combust-, pp. stem of L. com- 
burere burn up. f. com- + *burere\ see tion. 

come OE. str. vb. cuman = OS. cuman, OHG. 
queman, koman (G. kommen) ON. koma, Goth. 
qiman Gmc. *kweman, *kuman. The IE. base 
*gwem- *gwm- is repr. also by Skr. gdmati goes, 
Gr. bainein go, L. venire come (cf. advent, con 

vene, etc.). 
comedy tnarrative poem with a pleasant end¬ 
ing xrv; tmiracle play or interlude with a happy 
ending xvi; light and amusing play xvn. - (O)F. 
comedie - L. cbmaedia - Gr. ko mo id id, f. komoi- 
dos comic actor, comic poet, f. kdmos revel. So 
comedian comic writer xvi; comic actor, 
tstage-player xvii. 

comely tdecent, proper; pleasant to look at, fair 
xm. ME. cumelich, cumli, prob. aphetic of fbe- 
cumelich (xn), f. become + -ly1 . 

comestible eatable, xv (fadj ■), xix (sb.). - 
(O)F. - medL. comestibilis, f. earnest-, pp. stem of 
L comedere eat up, f. com- + edere eat; see -ible. 
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comet xm (xii in L. form). - (O)F. comete - L. 
cometa - Gr. komites long-haired, sb. comet (for 
astir komites long-haired star’), f. koman wear 
the hair long, f. kome hair of the head, tail of a 
comet. 

comfit sweetmeat, xv. ME. confyt - OF. con¬ 
fine) L. confectum, confecta, sb. uses of n. and 
fern, of confectus, pp. of conficere prepare (see 
CONFECTION). 

comfort fencouragement, support; relief in 
distress xin; cause of satisfaction or content xvi; 
material well-being xix. - OF. confort, Rom. sb. 
f. late L. confortare, f. con- + fortis strong. So 
comfort vb. xm. comfortable fencouraging, 
reassuring, pleasant xrv; affording content; at 
ease xvm. - AN. confortable. 

comfrey the plant Symphytum officinale, for¬ 
merly esteemed as a vulnerary, xv. - AN. cum- 
firie, OF. confi{e)re medL. *confervia, for L. 
conferva, f. confervere intr. heal, prop, boil to¬ 
gether (see con-, fervent). 

comic pert, to comedy xvi; ludicrous, funny 
xvm. - L. comic us - Gr. kdmikos, f. komos revel; 
see comedy, -ic. So comical xv. 

comiiadjl Balkan (esp. Bulgarian and Mace¬ 
donian) rebel against the Ottoman Empire be¬ 
fore World War 1. xx. - Turk, komitaci, f. komita 
(- F. comite committee) + occupational suffix -ci; 
lit. ‘member of a (revolutionary) committee’, 

comity courtesy xvi; friendly understanding 
xix. - L. comitds, f. comis courteous; see ity. 

comma phrase smaller than a colon; the punc¬ 
tuation mark (,); (mus.) minute interval, xvi. - 
L. - Gr. komma piece cut off, short clause, f. 
*kop-, stem of koptein strike, cut. 

command vb. xin. ME. com(m)a(u)nde - AN. 
comaunder, OF. comander (mod. comm ) late 
L. commanddre, f. com- (intensive) + mandare 
enjoin; see mandate. Hence command sb. xvi. 
So commandant xvii. - F., or It., etc. com¬ 
mander, commandment xm. - OF. com¬ 
mando (orig. S. Africa) military party, raid, 
xix. - Pg. 

commandeer (orig. S. Africa) seize for mili¬ 
tary use. xix. - Afrikaans kommanderen - F. 
commander (see prec). 

commemorate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. com- 
memorare, f. com- (intensive) + memorare relate, 
f. memor mindful (see memory). So com¬ 
memoration xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

commence xrv (reduced form comse, cumse 
xm). - OF. com(m)encier Rom. *cominitiare, 
f. com- (intensive) + initidre initiate. So com¬ 
mencement xm. 

commend A. give in trust or charge; B. ap¬ 
prove conduct or character of. xrv. - L. com- 
menddre, f. com- (intensive) + mandare commit, 
entrust (see mandate). In earlier ME. command, 
like OF. comander, was used in this sense. So 
commendable xiv. - (O)F. - L. commen¬ 
dation xin. - (O)F. - L. commendatory xvi. - 
late L. 

commensal (one) who eats at the same table, 
xrv. - medL. commensalis, f. com- + mensa table; 
see -al\ 

commensurable xvi. - late L. commensurd- 
bilis, f. com- + mensurdbilis measurable. So 

commensurate xvii. - late L commensuratus, 
see -ate*. 

comment fcommentary; explanatory note. 
xv. - L. commentum invention, interpretation, 
comment, f. comment-, pp. stem of comminisci 
devise, contrive, f. com- + *men-, base of mens 
mind. Hence (or - F. commenter) comment vb. 
xvi. So commentary xv. commentator 
tchronicler xrv; writer of a commentary xvii. 

commerce xvi. - F. commerce or L. com- 
mercium trading, merchandise, intercourse, f. 
com- + merx, mere- merchandise (cf. merchant). 

Hence commercial xvii. 
commination threatening of punishment or 
vengeance, xv. - L. comminatid, -on-, f. com- 
minari menace; see com-, -ation. 

comminute reduce to small particles, xvii. f. 
L. comminuere, comminut-, f. com- (intensive) 
+ minuere lessen (see minute3). So comminu¬ 
tion xvi. - late L. 

commiserate xvii. f. L. commiserdri, -are, at-, 
f. com- (intensive) + miserdri lament, pity, f. 

miser wretched; see misery, -ate*. So com¬ 
miseration xvi. 

commissar head of a government department 
in the USSR. xx. - Russ, komissdr - F. com 
missaire - medL. commissdrius commissary. 

commissary (eccl.) officer representing an 
other xrv; official having charge (esp.) of sup¬ 
plies xv. - medL. commissdrius officer in 
charge, f. commiss-, pp. stem of L. committere 
commit; see -ary. So commissariat (Sc. law) 
commissary’s court xvn; military department 
charged with providing supplies xvm; partly 
- medL. commissar iatus, partly - F. com¬ 
missariat, see -ate1 . 

commission authoritative charge; warrant of 
authority xrv; body charged with special auth¬ 
ority xv. - (O)F. - L. commissio, -on-, f. commiss-, 
pp. stem of committere commit; see -ion. So com¬ 
missioner xv. - medL. commissiondrius\ cf. 
er3. commissionaire xvm. - F. - medL. (as 

above). 
commissure juncture, seam xv; (physiol.) 

bundles of nerve-substance xix. - L. commis- 
sura, f. commiss-, pp. stem of committere put to¬ 

gether; see next and -ure. 

commit A. entrust xrv; B. perpetrate xv; C. en¬ 
gage, involve xvii. - L. committere join, join 
(battle), practise, perpetrate, place with another 
for safety, etc., entrust, f. com- + mittere put, 
send (see mission). Hence commitment xvn, 
committal xix. 

committee A. (surviving leg.) one to whom a 
charge is committed xv; B. body of persons ap¬ 
pointed for a special business xvn. f. commit + 
-ee‘. 

commode fwoman’s tall head-dress xvn; chest 
of drawers xvm; close-stool xix. - F. commode 
(in first two senses), sb. use of commode con¬ 
venient - L. commodus (see next), 

commodious fadvantageous, serviceable xv; 
conveniently roomy xvi. - F. commodieux or 
medL. commodiosus, f. L. commodus of due 
measure, convenient, f. com- + modus measure 
(see mode). So commodity xiv. - (O)F. - L. 

commodore xvn. orig. commandore, later 
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commodore, prob. - Du. komandeur - F. com- 
mandeur commander; but the form suggests Sp. 
or Pg. influence. 

common adj xm. - OF. comun (mod. com 
mun) L. communis, OL. comoinis, cogn. with 
OE. gemxne, OHG. gimeini (G. gemein), Goth. 
gamains. So commonalty tpeople of a nation, 
etc. xm; general body of the community, com¬ 
mon people xiv, fthe commons xvi. - OF. 
comunalte (mod. communaute) - medL com- 
mundlitbs; see -al\ -ity. commoner fburgess, 
citizen xrv; member of the House of Commons; 
student or undergraduate not on the foundation 
of a college xvii. - medL. commundrius. 

commonplace tpassage of general appli¬ 
cation, leading text, theme; notable passage 
stored up for use in a book of common places or 
commonplace book; ordinary topic, stock theme 
or subject xvi. As adj. xvn. tr. L. locus commu¬ 
nis, tr. Gr. koinds topos (cf. topic). 

common weal, commonweal the body 
politic, state, community xrv; the general good, 
public welfare xv. orig. and properly two words, 
rendering L. res communis, F. le bien common 
See weal1. 

commonwealth tpublic welfare xv; the body 
politic, state, community xvi; republic, or 
democratic state; spec, (hist.) the republican 
government established under Oliver Cromwell 
xvn. See wealth. Both common weal and com¬ 
mon wealth were at first used indiscriminately 
in the senses ‘public welfare’ and ‘body politic’, 
but in xvi commonwealth became the ordinary 
Eng. term for the latter sense, whence the later 
sense ‘republic’ was developed 

commotion public disturbance xv; (gen.) agi¬ 
tation, perturbation xrv. - (Q)F. commotion or 
L. commotio, -on-; see com-, motion. 

commune1 communicate, esp orally, with xm; 
hold spiritual intercourse with xvn. - OF. 
comuner share, f. comun common. 

commune3 in France, territorial division 
xvm; (lust.) commonalty, corporation six. - F. 
commune, earlier icomugne - medL. communia, 
n. pi. of communis common, taken as fern. sing, 
in sense ‘group of people having a common life’. 
So communal xix. 

communicate give a share of, share in; 
receive, administer Holy Communion; hold 
intercourse with xvi; have a common channel 
of passage xvm. f. pp. stem of L. communicare, 
f. communis common; see -ate*. So com¬ 

munication, communicative xiv. 
communion sharing, participation; spiritual 
fellowship xrv; sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, 
participation in this xv (in religious uses earlier 
tcommuning). - (O)F. communion or L com- 
munio, on-, f. communis common; see -ion. 

communism xix. - F communisme, f. com 
mun common; see ism. So communist xix. - F. 
communiste. 

community A. a body of people associated by 
common status, pursuits, etc. xrv; B. common 
character xv. Late ME. comunete - OF. comunete 
(mod. communite) - L. communitds, -tat-, f. com¬ 
munis common; see -ity; later assim. to modF. 
and L. 

commute texchange; change for something 
else. xvii. - L. commutdre change altogether, ex¬ 
change, f. com- + mutare change (see mutation). 

So commutation xv - (O)F. or L commuter 
XIX 

compact' covenant, contract, xvi. - L. com- 
pactum, sb use of n. of pp. of compacisci make 

an agreement; see com-, pact. 

compact3 closely packed or knit together, xrv. - 
L. compactus, pp. of compingere put closely to¬ 
gether, f. com-+pangere fasten. Hence compact 

sb. compact make-up powder, etc. xx. So com¬ 

pact vb. join firmly together, xvi f. pp. stem of 
L. compingere. 

compages compacted whole, framework of 
conjoined parts, xvii (earlier anglicized fcorn- 
page). - L. compages, f. com com- + pdg as in 
pangere (see prec). 

companion1 associate, mate. xm. ME. compai- 
noun - OF. compaignon Rom. *companion-, 
stem of *compdnid (whence OF. compain, mod. 
copain), f. L. com- +pdnis bread, after Gmc. 
jaxlaibaz (Gdth. gahlaiba, OHG. galeipo mess¬ 
mate) ‘one who eats bread with another’, f. a- 
y- + *xl®ib- loaf. Hence companionable xvn. 
So company xin. ME. compainie, paig- - AN 
compainie, OF. compa(i)gnie Rom. *com- 
pdnia, f. *companid; see -y*. 

companion3 (naut.) framed windows over a 
hatchway, hooded staircase to the captain’s 
cabin xvm. alt, by assoc, with prec., of Du. 
tkompanje (now kam ) - OF. compagne - It. com- 
pagna (for camera della compagna store-room 
for provisions, caboose) Rom. *compdnia 
‘what is eaten with bread’, f. L. com- +pdnis 
bread. 

compare represent as similar, xv (earlier com- 
per xrv). - (O)F. comparer (earlier comperer) 
L. comparare pair, match, f. compar like, equal, 
f. com-+ par equal (see peer1). So comparative 

xv. - L. compardtivus, f. comparare, at . com¬ 

parison xrv. - OF. comparesoun (mod. -aison) 
L. comparand, on- (see -ation). 

compartment xvi (-iment, -ement). - F. com- 
partiment - It. compartimento, f. compartire 
share - late L. compartiri, f. com- (intensive) 

+partiri. f. pars, part- part; see -ment. 

compass tdesigning, ingenuity; farea, space 
xm; fcircle, circuitous course; (pi.) two-legged 
measuring instrument xrv; instrument showring 
magnetic or true north xvi. - (O)F. compos 
tmeasure, rule, pair of compasses, etc. The 
transference of sense to the mariner’s instru¬ 
ment is held to have arisen in It. compasso, 
from the circular shape of the compass-box. So 
compass vb. contrive, devise xm; go round, en 
circle xiv; attain to xvi. - (O)F. compasser (now 
only) measure as with compasses, repr. Rom. 
*compassare measure, f. L. com- + passus step, 
pace. 

compassion xrv. - (O)F. - ecclL. compassio, 
on-, f. compass-, pp. stem of compati suffer 
with, feel pity; see com- and passion. So 
compassionate characterized by compassion. 
xvi. 

compatible tsympathetic xv; mutually tol¬ 
erant, congruous xv. - F. - medL. compatibilis 
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(as in beneficium compatibile benefice tenable 
with another), f. compatt, see prec. and -ible. 

compatriot xvn. - (O)F. compatriote - late L. 
compatriota; see com-, patriot. 

compeer companion, fellow xm; peer, equal 
xv. ME. comper - OF.; see com-, peer'. 

compel constrain xrv; drive or force together 
xv, - L. compellere (lit. and fig.), f. com- + pellere 
drive. 

compendious xrv. - (O)F compendieux - L. 
compendidsus abridged, brief, f. compendium 

(xvi; lit. ‘that which is weighed together’, 

saving, abbreviation), f. compendere, f. com- 

4 pender e weigh. 

compensate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. compensdre 
weigh (one) against another, counterbalance, f. 
com- 4- pensdre, frequent, of pendere weigh; see 
prec. and ate*. So compensation xiv. - (O)F. 
-L. 

compere organizer of an entertainment, xx. - 
F. ‘godfather’, ‘accomplice’, ‘announcer’ - Rom. 
*computer, f. L. com- 4- pater father. Also vb. 

compete xvii (not frequent before xrx). - L. 
competere, in its late sense of ‘strive for (some¬ 
thing) together with another’, f. com-+petere 
aim at, seek. So competition xvn. - late L. (cf. 
petition), competitive xix competitor fellow 
candidate, rival, xvi. - F. (-eur) or L.; see -or1. 

competent suitable, proper, adequate xrv; 
legally qualified or sufficient xv. - (O)F. com¬ 
petent or L. compete ns, -ent-, prp. of competere in 
the sense ‘be fit, proper, or qualified’; see prec. 
and -ent. Hence competence, -ency sufficiency 
(of qualification), xvi. 

compile xrv. - (Q)F. compiler put together, col¬ 
lect, or its presumed source L. complldre plun¬ 
der, (contextually) plagiarize, f. com-+pila 
pile*. So compilation xv, compiler xrv. 

complacent tpleasing xvn; satisfied, esp. with 
oneself xvm. - L. complacens. -ent-, prp. of com- 
placere, f. com- (intensive) 4- placere please; see 
-ent. So complacence xv. complacency xvn. - 
medL. complacentia. Cf. complaisant. 

complain xrv. ME. compleigne - (O)F. com 
plaign-, pres, stem of complaindre (orig. refl.) 

Rom. (medL.) complangere, f. com- (intensive) 
4 plangere lament (cf. plaint). So complaint 
xrv. 

complaisant politely agreeable, xvn. - F com¬ 
plaisant obliging, prp. of complaire acquiesce in 
order to please, repr. L. complacere (see com¬ 

placent). So complaisance xvn. 
complement accomplishment, consumma¬ 
tion xrv, something which completes a whole 
xvi; tadjunct, personal accomplishment; fob- 
servance of ceremony, tribute of courtesy xvi. - 
L. complementum, f. complere, see next and 
-MENT, and cf. compliment. Hence comple- 

mental, -mentary faccessory; fceremonious. 
complimentary xvn; forming a complement 
xrx. 

complete entire, finished, perfect, xrv. - (O)F. 
complet or L. completus, pp. of complere fill up, 
finish, fulfil, f. com- (intensive) + *ple-, base of 
plenus full. Hence complete vb. xvi. So com¬ 
pletion, completive xvn. - late L. 

complex xvn. - F. complexe or its source L. 

complexus, pp. of complectere, complecti en¬ 
compass, embrace, comprise; but sometimes 
analysed as com- + plexus woven. Hence com¬ 

plexity xvm. 
complexion combination of the four humours 
of the body, (hence) bodily constitution and 
(further) habit of mind xrv; natural texture of 
the skin xv. - (O)F. - L. complexio. -on- com¬ 
bination, association, Gate) bodily habit, f. 
complex-, see prec. and -ion: 

compliant xvn. f. comply + -ant, prob. after 
pliant. Hence compliance xvn. 

complicate fintertwine; mix up with xvn; 
make complex xix. f. pp. stem of L. complicdre, 
f. com- -t-plicare fold. So complication xvn. 

complicity partnership in wrong, xvn (rare 
before xrx). f. tcomplice (xv) - (O)F. (see ac¬ 

complice), perh. partly after F. complied?, see 
-ITY. 

compliment ceremonious tribute of courtesy, 
esp. polite phrase of commendation xvn; pi. for¬ 
mal greetings xvm. - F. - It. complimento, repr. 
Rom. *complimentum, for L. complementum 
complement. 

compline last of the canonical hours, xm 
(comp(e)lin). alt., prob. after matin(e)s, of (O)F. 
complie (now pi. complies), sb. use of fern. pp. 
pi. of complir complete Rom. *compllre (cf. 
accompush) for L. complere complete. 

comply A. ffulfil; B. fuse compliments, observe 
formalities; fbe complaisant with, act in ac¬ 
cordance with circumstances, others’ desires, 
etc. xvn. - It. complire - Cat. complir, Sp. cum- 
plir - L. complere complete. 

component composing, constituent; also sb. 
xvn. - L. componens, -ent-, prp. of compdnere 
compound; see -ent. 

comport fbear, endure; agree with xvi; behave 

oneself xvn. - L. comportdre, f. com- + portdre 
carry, bear (see port*). 

compose A. put together, make up xv; set up 
(type); B. arrange, adjust; pacify, tranquillize 
xvn. - (O)F. composer, based on L. componere, 
see compound*, pose1. Hence composure fcom- 
position, in various senses xvi; composed state 
xvn; see -ure. So composite (archit.) fifth of 
the classical orders xvi; of compound structure 
xvn. - F. composite or L. compos it us, pp. of com¬ 
ponere. composition xrv. - (O)F. - L. com¬ 
positor f(Sc.) arbiter xrv; type-setter xvi. - 
AN.-L. 

compost (cookery) compote xrv; prepared 
manure xvi; (arch.) composition xvn. - OF. com- 
poste and compostL. composta, -turn, sb. uses 
of fern, and n. of componere compound*. 

compote fruit preserved in syrup, (later) fruit 
salad, xvn. - F., later form of OF. composte stew, 
dish consisting of fruitL. composita, sb. use of 
fern, of compositus, pp. of componere compound*. 

compound1 compounded, composite, xrv. pp. 
of compoune] see next. Also sb. compound word 
xvi; compound substance xvn. 

compound* put together, combine, compose 
xrv; trans. and intr. settle differences, etc. xv. 
ME. compoune - OF. compo(u)n-, pres, stem 
of compondre L. componere put or bring 
together, arrange, devise; see com-, position. 
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The orig. ME. form was superseded by the pre 
sent form in xvi. 

compound* in the East, enclosure within 
which a (European) residence or factory stands, 
xvu. - Pg. campon or Du. kampoeng - Malay 
kampong enclosure, fenced-in space, quarter 
occupied by a particular nationality, 

comprehend xrv. - OF. comprehender or L. 
comprehendere, f. com- + prehendere seize (cf. 
get). So comprehensible xvi, comprehen¬ 

sion xv. comprehensive xv. 
compress press together xrv; condense xvm. - 
OF. compresser or late L. compressdre, or f. pp. 
stem compress- of comprimere\ see com-, press. 

So compress sb. (surg.) mass of material 
formed into a pad. xvi. - F. compresse, f. com¬ 
presser compression xrv. 

comprise flay hold of; comprehend, include, 
xv. f. F. compris, -ise, pp. of comprendre com 

prbhend, on the analogy of comps, of prendre, of 
which a sb. and vb. in -prise existed, as enterprise 
(temprise), surprise tfsupprise). 

compromise tjoint agreement to abide by a 
decision xv; coming to terms by concessions on 
both sides xvi. - (O)F. compromis - juridical L. 
compromissum, sb. use of n. of pp. of com 
prdmittere consent to arbitration, f. com- 

-t-promittere promise. Hence compromise vb. 
xv. 

comptometer calculating-machine, xix. f. F. 
compte count* + -o- + -meter. 

comptroller sp. of controller, due to assoc, 
of cont- with count* (L. computus), used in cer 
tain official designations xvi. 

compulsion xv. - (O)F. - late L. compulsio, 
-6n-, f. compuls-, pp. stem of compellere compel; 

see -Sion So compulsive xvn, compulsory 

XVI. 

compunction pricking of the conscience xrv; 
in weakened sense xvm. - (O)F. componction - 
ChrL. compunctio, on-, f. compungere, f. com- 

+pungere prick (see puncture and -tion). 

compurgator witness who swears to the 
credibility of an accused person when he purges 
himself by oath. xvi. - medL. compurgator, f. 
com-+ purgator purger (see purge). So com¬ 

purgation xvn. 
compute xvn. - F. computer or L. computdre, 

f. com-+putare clear or settle (an account), 
reckon, think. So computation xv, computer 

xvn. 
comrade xvi. Earlier came-, camarade, etc. - F. 
earnerade, camarade (orig. fern.) - Sp. camarada 
room-mate, f. camara chamber; see -ade. 

con* ‘get to know, learn’, hence ‘get by heart, 
commit to memory’, ‘peruse, scan’; differen¬ 
tiated var. of ME. cunne, OE. cunnan know (see 
can*); not clearly evidenced (with pt. and pp 
conned) before xv, earlier instances of conne, 
konne being normal graphic vars. of cunne. 

con* direct the steering of (a ship) from a com 
manding position, xvn (cun, con). Reduced form 
of tcond, tcund (xvn), shortening of fcondie, 
icondue (xrv) - (O)F. conduire L. conducere 
conduct. Survives mainly in conning-tower 
pilot house of a warship or submarine, xix. 

con* see pro*. 

con4 (U S.) short for confidence (man, trick). 
XIX. 

con- comb, form of L. prep, com (later cum) with, 
used regularly before all consonants except b, 
p, m, h, r, and /; see col , com In OF. conv- 
was reduced to cod-, e.g. covenant, covet; many 
Eng. adoptions preserve this, but in some words 
con- was restored, e.g. convent (q.v.). For the 
meaning see com-. 

conation (philos.) faculty of volition, xix. - L. 
condtio, -on-, f. condri, -at- endeavour; see -ation. 

So conative xix 
concatenate link together, xvi. f. pp. stem of 
late L. concatendre, f. con- + catena chain; see 
-ate*. So concatenation xvii. - F. or L. 

concave xv. - L. concavus (perh. through F. 
concave), f. con- + cavus hollow. So concavity 
xrv. - F. or late L.; see ity. 

conceal xrv. - OF. conceler - L. conceldre, f. 
con- + celdre hide, f IE. base *kel-. So con¬ 
cealment xrv. 

concede xvn. - F. conceder or its source L. con- 
c&dere withdraw, yield; see con and cede. So 
concession xvi. 

conceit tconception, thought; personal opinion 
xrv; fanciful opinion, etc., fancy xv; for self- 
conceit xvn. f. conceive on the analogy of the 
pairs deceive, deceit, receive, receipt, which have 
French originals. The sense-development was 
infl. by It. concetto (cf. concept), which the Eng. 
word was prob. designed to represent. Hence 
conceit vb. xvi. conceited xvi. f. vb. or sb.; see 
-ED*. 

conceive become pregnant (with) xm; take into 
the mind xrv; formulate in words xvi. - OF 
conceiv-, tonic stem of concevoir, for *conceivre 
L. concipere take to oneself, etc. f. con- + capere 
take. So conceivable xvi. 

concentrate bring to a common centre, xvii. f. 
tconcentre (xvi) - F. concentrer, see con-, centre 

vb., -ate*. So concentration xvii. concentric 
having a common centre xrv (rare before xvii; 

concentrical from xvi). - (O)F. concent rique or 
medL. -icus\ see -ic. 

conception action of conceiving in the womb 
xm; apprehension, imagination xrv; notion 
xvii. - (Q)F. - L. conceptio, on-, f. concipere, 
concept- conceive. So concept tthought, opin 
ion, etc. xvi; (philos.) xvn. - late L. conceptus, f. 
pp. stem of concipere conceptual xvii. - medL. 
conceptudlis, f. conceptus, hence conceptualist 
(scholastic philos.) xvm, -ism xrx. 

concern tdiscem; relate to xv; engage the at¬ 
tention of xvi; pass, be interested, involved 
xvii. - (O)F. concerner or late L. concernere sift, 
distinguish, in medL. have respect or reference 
to, f. con- -+- cernere sift (cf. certain). Somewhat 
earlier in prp. concerning (xv) in uses leading 
to its use as prep., prob. modelled on a similar 
use of F. concernant. Hence concern sb. xvi. 

concert* harmony; musical performance. 
xvii. - F. - It. concerto. 

concert* funite xvi; arrange by agreement 
xvn. - F. concerter - It. concertare bring info 
agreement or harmony, of obscure orig. 

concertina xix (invented by Sir Charles 
Wheatstone, 1829). f. concert*. 
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concerto xviii. - It., f. concertare (see con¬ 
cert*). 

concession xvi. - (O)F. concession or L. con- 
cessio, -on-, f. concess-, pp. stem of concedere con¬ 
cede; see -ion. So concessive (chiefly gram.) 
xviii. - late L. 

conch shell(-fish). xvi. - L. concha bivalve, mus¬ 
sel, pearl oyster, etc. - Gr. kogkhe. 

concierge janitor, caretaker, xvn. - F. (OF. 
cumcerges) Rom. *conservius, alt. of L. con- 
servus fellow slave (see con-, serf). 

conciliar pert, to a council, xvn. - medL. con¬ 
ciliar ius, f. L. concilium council. 

conciliate gain the goodwill of, win over; 
reconcile, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. conciliare 
unite, procure, win, f. concilium council; see 
-ate*. So conciliation, conciliator, concilia¬ 
tory XVI. 

concinnity congruity; elegance of literary 
style, xvi. - L. concinnitds, f. concinnus skilfully 
put together, elegant, neat; see -ity. 

concise xvi. - F. cone is, -ise or L. conclsus div¬ 
ided, broken up, brief, pp. of concidere cut or 
divide up, f. con- (intensive) + csedere cut. 

conclave fprivate chamber; private place of 
assembly of cardinals xrv; private assembly 
xvi. - F. - L. conclave, f. con- + cldvis key. 

conclude fenclose, include; bring or come to a 
close, settlement, decision; infer, prove, xrv. - L. 
concludere, f. con- + claudere shut (cf. close). So 
conclusion xrv. - (O)F. conclusion or L. con- 
c l us id, -on-, f. concludere, conclus-. conclusive 
xvi. - late L. 

concoct fdigest (food) xvi; compose, devise 
xvn. - L. concoct-, pp. stem of concoquere digest, 
etc., f. con-+coquere cook, f. coquus cook. So 
concoction xvi. 

concomitant xvn. - prp. of late L. concomitdri 
accompany, f. con- -ecomitari, f. comes, comit- 
companion; see count*, -ant. So concomi¬ 
tance xvi. 

concord xm. - (O)F. concorde - L. concordia, 
f. con-+ cor, cord- heart. So concordance A. 
alphabetical register with citations of words 
contained in a work (orig. and esp. the Bible) 
xrv; B. agreement xv. concordant agreeing, xv. 
concordat agreement, compact, xvn - F. con¬ 
cordat or L. concordatum, sb. use of n pp. of 
concorddre agree. 

concourse running or flowing together, meet¬ 
ing xrv; concurrence; assemblage xvn. - (O)F. 
concours - L. concursus, f. concurrere, concurs- 
run together, concur. 

concrete funited, composite; opp. to abstract 
xiv; sb. concreted mass xvn; composition of 
sand or gravel and cement xix. - F. concret or 
L. concret us, pp. of concrescere grow together, f. 
con + crescere grow. So concretion xvi. 

concubine xm. - (O)F. - L. concublna, f. con- 
+ cub- lie down (cf. cubicle). So concubinage 
xrv concubinary (one) living in concubinage, 
xvi. - medL. concubindrius. 

concupiscence xiv. - (O)F. - late L. concupi- 
scentia, f. prp. stem of concupiscere, inceptive of 
concupere, f. con- + cupere desire; see -ence. 

concur fcollide, converge xv; fall together, co¬ 
incide; agree in action or opinion xv. - L. con¬ 

currere, f. con -ecurrere run. So concurrent 
xrv, concurrence xv. 

concussion violent agitation xv; injury due to 

the shock of a blow, etc. xvi. - L. concussio, -on-, 
f. concuss-, pp. stem of concutere dash together, 

shake violently, f. con- + quatere shake (cf. 

quash); see -ion. 

condemn xm. - OF. condem(p)ner (mod. con 
damner) - L. condem{p)ndre, f. con- -edamndre 
damn. So condemnation xrv. - late L. 

condense increase the density of xv; reduce 
from vapour to liquid xvn. - (O)F. condenser or 
L. condcnsdre, f. condensus very dense; see con-, 

dense. So condensation xvn. - late L. 
condescend tsettle down to xiv; bend down to, 
be complaisant, agree xv. - (O)F. condescendre 
- ecclL. condescendere stoop (fig ), in medL. 
accede, agree to, f. con- + descendere descend. 

So condescension xvn. - ecclL. 
condign fof equal worth; fworthy, deserving; 
deserved, fitting, esp. in condign punishment. 
xv. - (O)F. condigne - L. condignus wholly 
worthy, f. con- (intensive) + dignus worthy (cf. 
DIGNITY). 

condiment xv. - L. condimentum, f. condire 
preserve, pickle, by-form of condere preserve, 
prop, put together. 

condition convention, stipulation; mode of 
being, xrv. - OF. condicion (mod. -tion) - L. con- 
dicio, -on- agreement, etc., rel. to con dicere agree 
upon, etc., f. con- + dicere declare, say (cf. dic¬ 
tion). So conditional xrv. - OF. condicionel 
(mod. -tionnel) or late L. condicionalis. 

condole tsorrow greatly; ftrans. grieve with or 
over xvi; express sympathy with xvn. - ChrL. 
condolere, f. con- + dolere suffer pain, grieve. So 
condolence fsympathetic grief; outward ex¬ 
pression of sympathy, xvii. f. the vb.; but in the 
second sense orig. in the form fcondoleance - F. 
condoleance. 

condominium joint rule, xviii. - modL., f. 
con + L. dominium dominion. 

condone xix. - L. condbnare refrain from pun¬ 
ishment as a favour, f. con- + donare give (cf. 
pardon), a term of canon law with spec, refer¬ 
ence to violation of the marriage vow. So con¬ 
donation xvn. 

condor large S. American vulture, xvii. - i'p. 
condor - Quechua cuntur. 

condottiere leader of mercenary troops. 
xviii. - It., f. condotta contract, troop of mer¬ 
cenaries under contract, 

conduce flead xv; tengage, hire; contribute, 
lead, or tend to xvi. - L. conducere bring together 
(and all the above senses), f. con- + ducere lead. 
Hence conducive xvn (earlier conductive xvi). 

conduct guiding, leading (surviving in safe 
conduct)-, management xv; manner of conduct¬ 
ing oneself xvn. - L. conductus, f. conducere, 
conduct- (see prec ). Preceded by condu{i)t{e) 
(xiii-xvi) - OF. conduit, (also mod.) conduite - 
medL. conductus, Rom. *conducta. Cf. conduit. 
So conduct vb. lead, guide xv; command xvi; 
direct, manage xvn. Preceded by conduite (xv)l 
f. (O)F. conduite, pp. of conduire\ later assim. to 
the L. pp. conductus. conduction flead 
ing, leadership; tmanagement; thiring xvi; 
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conducting (of liquid) xvii; transmission of heat, 
electricity, etc. xix. - (O)F. or L. conductor A. 
leader, commander xvi; manager xvii; director 
of singers and musicians xvm; B. substance or 
object that conducts heat, etc. xvm. - (O)F. con- 
ducteur - L.; see -or’. 

conduit channel or pipe for the conveyance of 
liquid, xrv. ME. condut, condit - (O)F. conduit 
medL. conduct us, f. conduct-, pp. stem of con- 
ducere conduce. 

condyle rounded process at the end of a bone. 
xvii. - F. - L. condylus - Gr. kondulos knuckle, 

cone figure of which the base is a circle and the 
summit a point xvi (in earlier use her. fangular 
division of a shield xv). - F. cone or L. conus - 
Gr. kdnos pine-cone, geometrical cone, etc., rel. 
to hone. So conic, -ical xvi. - modL. conicus - 
Gr. konikos. 

confab xvm. colloq. shortening of confabu¬ 

lation talk, chat. xv. - late L. confabuldtid, 
-on-, f. confabuldrl converse (see con-, fable), 

whence confabulate xvii, also abbrev. confab. 
confection compounded medicinal prepara¬ 
tion; prepared dish, preparation of fruit, etc., 
conserve, sweetmeat, xrv. - (Q)F. - L. confeciio, 
-on- preparation (abstr. and concr.), f. confect-, 
pp. stem of conficere prepare, f. con- + facere put, 
make. Hence, through the vb. confection (xvi), 
confectioner maker of sweetmeats, cakes, etc. 
xvi; see -er'; whence confectionery xvm. 

confederate leagued, allied xrv; sb. accomplice 
xv; ally xvi. - late (eccl.) L. confcederatus; see 
con , federate. So confederation league, 
alliance, tconspiracy xv; body of states leagued 
together xvii. - (O)F. or late L. confederacy (in 
same senses) xrv. - AN. confederacy. 

confer tbring together, collect; compare, col 
late; converse, take counsel; bestow, xvi. - L. 
conferre, f. con-+ferre bring, bear*. So con¬ 

ference tcollation, collection; taking counsel, 
discourse; meeting for consultation, xvi. - F. 
conference or medL. conferentia. 

confess own to, acknowledge, esp. guiltily; hear 
the confession of, shrive, xrv. - (O)F. confesser 
Rom. *confessdre, f. L. confessus, pp. of confiteri 
acknowledge, f. con-+fateri declare, avow, rel. 
to fari speak,fabula fable. So confession ac¬ 
knowledgement (of guilt) xiv; matter confessed 
xv; formulary of belief xvi. confessional place 
for hearing confessions, xvm. - F. confessional - 
It. cortfessionale - medL., sb. use of n. sg. of adj. 
confessor (eccl.) one who avows his religion in 
the face of danger but does not suffer mar¬ 
tyrdom xn; (gen.) one who makes confession (of 
belief, guilt, etc.) xm; (eccl.) one who hears con¬ 
fessions xrv. - AN. confessur, OF. confessour 
(mod. -eur) - ecclL. confessor, see -or'. 

confetti small sweets used as missiles at a car¬ 
nival, small disks of paper so used at weddings, 
xix. - It., pi. of confetto = OF. confide) comfit. 

confide put faith in. xv. - L. confidere, f. con- 

(intensive) +fidere trust (see faith). So con¬ 

fident trusting, self-assured xvi; ttrusted, 
trusty xvii; sb. confidential friend or adviser 
xvii; in the earlier sense - L. confidens, -ent-; in 
the later, and as sb. - F. - It. confidente; in sb 
use superseded by confidant, fern, -ante (xvm). 

which are not regular F. forms, but were pre¬ 
sumably adopted orig. to represent the pronunr. 
of F. confidente. confidential tconfident xvii; 

done in confidence, betokening intimacy xvm. 
configuration (astron.) relative position xvi, 
conformation, outline xvii. - late L. configu- 
ratio, -on-, f. L. configurdre fashion after a pat 
tern; see con-, figure, -ation. 

confine have a common boundary with, border; 
keep within bounds, imprison, xvi. - F. confiner, 
f. confins confines. Hence (or - F. confinement) 
confinement imprisonment xvii; childbed 
XVIII. 

confines (pi.) tregion xrv; boundaries, borders 
xvi. - F. confins, fconfines - L. confinia, pi. of 
confine and confinium, f. conflnis bordering, f. 
con- +finis end, limit (pi. fines territory), 

confirm settle, establish xm; administer con 
firmation to; strengthen, fortify xrv. - OF. con 
fermer (later confirmer) - L. confirmdre, f. 
con- (intensive) +firmare strengthen, f. firmus 
firm. So confirmation eccl. rite conveying 
special grace for the strengthening of the bap¬ 
tized; corroboration, ratification, xiv. 

confiscate appropriate to the public treasury 
xvi; seize summarily xix. f. L. confiscdre, -at-, f. 
con- +fiscus chest, treasury; see fiscal, -ate8. 
So confiscation xvi. - L. 

conflagration fconsumption by fire; great 
fire. xvi. - L. conflagrdtid, -on-, f. conflagrdre 
burn up; see con-, flagrant, -ation. 

conflation blowing or fusing together xvii; 
fusion of textual readings xix - late L. confldtio, 
-on-, fanning (of fire), fusion (of metals), f. con- 
flare kindle, effect, fuse; see con-, blow', -ation. 

So conflate xvii. f. ppl. stem of L. confldre, see 
-ate*. 

conflict sb. xv. - L. conflict us, f. conflict-, pp 
stem of confligere, f. con- + fligere strike. So con¬ 
flict vb. xv. 

confluence flowing together, junction of 
streams, xvi. - late L confluentia, f. confluens, 
-ent-, prp. of confluere, see con-, fluent. So con¬ 
fluent XVII. 

conform xrv. - (O)F. conformer - L. confer- 
mare; see con-, form vb. So conformable xvi. - 
medL. conformist xvii. conformation xvi. - 
L. conformity xv. - (O)F. or late L. 

confound toverthrow xm; bring to perdition, 
throw into confusion xrv. - AN. conf(o)undre, 
(O)F. confondre L. confundere pour together, 
mix up, f. con- + fundere pour (see found*). 

confraternity organized (religious) brother¬ 
hood. xv. - (O)F. confraternite - medL. con- 
fraternitds, f. confrdter confrere; see -ity. 
confrere tfellow member of a fraternity, etc. 
xv; fellow member of a learned body xvii. - 
(O)F. - medL. confrdter; see con- and frlar. 

confront stand in front of, face with hostility 
xvi; bring face to face xvii. - F. confronter - 
medL. confrontdre, f. L. con - yfr ons, front- fore¬ 
head, face, FRONT. 

confused fdiscomfited, confounded xrv; 
thrown into disorder, mixed xvi. f. (Q)F. confus 
or its source L. confusus, pp. of confundere 
confound +-ed. Hence confuse vb. in corr. 
active senses, and in the sense mix up in the 
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mind’, xvm. So confusion discomfiture xm; 
throwing into disorder, result of this xiv. 

confute prove to be wrong or false, xvi. - L. 
confutare check, restrain, answer conclusively, 
f. con-+ */£*-. as in refut&re refute. So con¬ 
futation XVI. 

congeal make or become solid as by freezing. 
xiv. - (O)F. congeler - L. congeldre, f. con- 
+gelare freeze (see gelid). 

congener member of the same class or group, 
xvni. - L., f. con- + gener- genus. 

congenial of the same disposition or tem¬ 
perament xvii; suited to one’s taste xvin. f. 
CON- -f GENIUS 4- -AL1, 

congenital dating from one’s birth, xvin. f. L. 
congenitus bom along with, connate, f. con- 

+genitus, pp. of gignere produce (see genital). 

conger large species of eel. xiv. - (Q)F. congre 
L. congrus, also conger, - Gr. goggros. 

congeries xvii. - L. congeries heap, pile, f. con- 
gerere (see next). 

congestion ^accumulation xvi; (med.) of blood 
xv; overcrowded state xix. - (O)F. - L. conges (id, 
-bn-, f. congest-, pp. stem of congerere heap 
together (whence congest xvi), f. con-+gerere 
carry; see -tiqn. 

conglomerate fmassed together xvi; (phy¬ 
siol.) of complex glands xvn; (geol.) formed of 
fragments cemented together (also sb.) xix. - L. 
conglomerdtus, pp. of conglomer&re, f. con 

+glomus, giomer- ball, rei. to globus globe; see 
-ate®. So conglomeration xvn. 

congratulate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. con- 
grdtuldri, f. con- (intensive) +grdtuldri mani¬ 
fest one’s joy, f. grains pleasing; see grateful, 

-ate®. So congratulation xv. 
congregation A. meeting, assembly xiv; B. 
orig. in biblical language, in O.T. assembly of 
Israelites xiv; in N.T. body of Christians; body 
assembled for worship xvi. - (O)F. congregation 
or L. congreg&tio, -on-, f. congreg&re, whence 
congregate collect together xv; see con-, gre¬ 

garious, -ate®, -ATiON. Hence congregational 
xvn. 

congress meeting, union xvi; formal assembly 
of delegates, etc. xvn; legislative body of U.S.A. 
xvin. - L congressus, f. congress-, pp. stem of 
congredl go together, meet, f. con-+gradi step, 
walk, 

congressional xvm. f. congress with in¬ 

sertion of -ion- from L. congression-\ see -ion, 
-al1. 

congruent conforming, accordant, agreeable. 
xv. - L. congruens, -ent-, prp. of congruere meet 
together, agree, correspond, f. con- + *gruere, 
ruere fall, rush; see ruin, -ent. So congruity 
xv. - F. or late L. congruous xvi. 

conic see cone. 

conifer xix. - L. conifer, f. conus cone. So 

coniferous cone-bearing, xvn. 
conjecture tinterpretation of signs, etc. xiv; 
(formation of) an opinion on grounds insuffi¬ 
cient for proof xvi. - (O)F. conjecture or L. con 
jectura conclusion, inference, f. conject-, pp. 
stem of conicere throw together, put together in 
speech or thought, conclude; see con-, abject, 

-ure. So conjecture vb. xiv. - (O)F. conjec- 

consanguinity 

turer - late L. conjecturdre. conjectural xvi. - 
F. - L. 

conjoin xiv. Late ME. conjoigne, -oyne - (O)F. 
conjoign-, pres, stem of conjoindre L. con- 
jungere (see conjunct). So conjoint xvm 
(earlier in adv. conjointly). - (O)F. conjoint, pp. 
of conjoindre. 

conjugal xvi. - L. conjug&lis, f. conju(n)x, 
conjug- spouse, f. con- + *jug-, base of jungere 
join; see -al1. So conjugate joined, xv. - L. con 
jug&tus, pp. of conjug Are, whence conjugate 
tcouple, yoke; inflect (a verb) in its various 
forms xvi. See -ate* *, conjugation earliest in 
gram, sense xv. 

conjunct xv. - L. conjunct us, pp. at con j ungere, 
f. con- + jungere join. So conjunction union, 
connection (gen. and astron.), (gram.) con¬ 
necting particle, xiv. - (O)F. conjonction - L. con¬ 
junct id, bn-, f. conjungere. conjunctive xv. - 
late L. conjunctivitis (see -ms) inflammation 
of the membrana conjunctiva ‘conjunctive mem¬ 
brane’ connecting the inner eyelid and the 
eyeball. 

conjure A. constrain by oath or by a sacred 
invocation xm; B. affect or effect by jugglery 
xvi. - (O)F. conjurer to plot, exorcise, adjure 
L. conjur&re band together by an oath, conspire, 
in medL. invoke, f. con- + jurbre swear, f. jus, 
jur- right, law. Hence conjurer one who con¬ 
jures spirits xiv; one who practises legerdemain 
xvm. Partly - AN. conjurour, OF. conjurere, 
-eor - medL. conjurdtor, or-; see -er1. 

conkers children’s game played orig. with 
snail-shells, later with chestnuts on a string, 
xix. f. dial, conker snail-shell, presumably f. 
conch. 

connate existing from birth, congenital xvn; 
congenitally united xvm. - late L. conndtus, pp. 
of connasci, f. con* -t- nasci be born (see natal). 

connect xvn. - L. connectere (cdnectere), f. con- 
+ nectere bind, fasten. Hence connective xvn. 
So connection, connexion xrv. - L. connexid, 
-bn-, f. connectere, connex-. 

conning-tower see con*. 
connive shut one’s eyes to, wink at. xvn. - F. 
conniver - L. connivere (conivere) shut the eyes, 
f. con- + *nivere, rel. to nictdre blink. So con¬ 
nivance xvi. orig. connivence - F. connivence or 
L. conniventia. 

connoisseur xvm. - F., earlier sp. of con¬ 
noisseur, f. ppl. stem of connaitre know, 

connote xvn. - scholastic L. conndtdre mark in 
addition, f. con + notdre note. So connotation 
xvi. 

connubial xvn. - L. connubialis, f. connubium 
marriage, wedlock, f. con- + nubere marry; see 
nuptial and -lal. 

conquer xm. - OF. conquerre Rom. *con- 
querere, for L. conquirere seek for, procure, gain, 
win, f. con- -f quxrere seek. So conqueror xm. - 
AN. conquerour, OF. -eor, f. conquerre-, see -or*. 
conquest xm. - OF. conquest, conqueste (mod. 
conquete), repr. sb. uses of n. and fem. of Rom. 
* conquest us, pp. of * conquer ere. 

consanguinity xrv. - L. consanguinitds, f. con- 
sanguineus of the same blood, f. con- + sanguis, 
sanguin- blood; see -ity. 
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conscience xm. - (O)F. - L. conscientia privity 
of knowledge, consciousness, f. conscire know 
or be privy with (another or oneself); see con 

and science. So conscientious xvii. con- 

scionable conscientious, scrupulous, xvi. f. 
tconscions, var. of conscience, 4 -able; now 
familiar in unconscionable, conscious fprivy to 
a thing with another or within oneself; aware 
of. xvii. f. L. conscius, f. con- + *sci-, base of scire 
know. 

conscript enrolled or elected as a senator xv; 
enrolled by compulsory enlistment xix (also as 
sb. after F. conscrit). - L conscriptus, pp. of 
conscrlbere enrol, f. con- + scribere write. So 
conscription (enrolment xrv; compulsory en¬ 
listment xrx (after F. conscription). - late L. 
Hence conscript vb. xix. 

consecrate devote to a sacred purpose xv; 
dedicate xvi; make sacred xvii. f. (after (con- 
secrate pp. xrv) L. consecrdre, -at-, f. con- 

(intensive) + sacrdre dedicate, f. sacer, sacr- 
sacred; see -ate*. So consecration xrv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

consecution logical sequence xvi; succession 
xvii. - L. consecutio, -on-, f. consequi, consecut- 
follow closely; see consequence and -tion. So 

consecutive xvii. - F. consecutif - medL. 
consecutio us 

consensus general agreement, xrx. - L., f. 
consens-, pp. stem of consentire consent. 

consent sb. xm. - OF. consente, f. consentir 
(whence consent vb. xm) - L. consentire agree, 
accord, f. con- 4- sentire feel (see sense). 

consequence thing resulting, logical result 
xrv; importance, moment (orig. in phr. of con¬ 
sequence prop, having issues or results) xvi. - 
(O)F. consequence - L. consequents, f. consequi, 
consequent- follow closely; see con-, sequence. 

So consequent resulting xv (earlier in con¬ 

sequently), consequential xvii. 

conservancy control of, (hence) commission 
controlling, a port, river, etc. xvm. alt., by 
assim. to -ancy, of (conservacy (xv-xvm) - AN. 
conservacie - AL. conservatia (see -acy), by-form 
of L. conservatio conservation. 

conservatoire academy for instruction in 
music, etc. xvm. - F. - It. conservators - modL. 
conservatorium, sb. use of n. of late L. con- 
servatorius, f. conservdre, -at- to preserve, con¬ 

serve. So conservatory (preservative xvi; 
(storehouse; greenhouse for tender plants xvii; 

(U S.) conservatoire xix. - late L. 
conserve vb. xiv. - (O)F. conserver - L. con¬ 
servare, see con- (intensive) and serve. So 
as sb. tpreservative xiv; medicinal or confec 
tionary preparation xvi. - (O)F., f. the vb. 
conservation xiv. - (O)F. or L. conservative 

preservative xiv; (in politics) xix; hence con¬ 

servatism xix. 
consider xrv. - (O)F. considerer - L. conside 
rare, f. com (intensive) 4 base *sider-, found 
also in desiderare desire. Hence considerable 

fthat can be considered xv; worthy of consider¬ 
ation, large in amount, etc. xvii. - medL. con 
siderdbilis. So consideration xrv. 

consign fattest, confirm xv, fmark with the 
cross; hand or make over xvi. - F. consigner - 

L. cons ignore attest with a seal, f. con- (inten 

sive) 4 signare sign . 

consist xvi. - L. consistere stand still, remain 
firm, exist, f. con- (intensive) ±sistere place, 
stand firm or still, stop So consistence, -ency 

xvi. - F. consistance, f-ence or late L. consisten- 
tia. consistent fremaining still xvi; agreeing, 
esp. self-consistent xvii. 

consistory fcouncil chamber; council; (eccl.) 
bishop’s court, papal senate’ xrv; court of pres 
byters xvi. - AN. consistorie = (O)F. consis- 
toire - late L. consistorium, f. consistere (see 
consist); see -ory1. Hence consistorial xv. 

consolation xrv. - (O)F. - L. consoldtio, on , f 
consoldri, -at-, whence, or through F. consoler. 
console1 vb. xvii; see con- (intensive), solace, 

-ATION. 

console* (archit.) kind of bracket xvm; en 
semble of keyboards and stops in an organ xix 
- F., obscure deriv. of consolider consolidate. 

consolidate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. consolidare, 
f. con- (intensive) 4 soliddre, f. solidus solid; see 
ate* So consolidation xv. - late L. 

consols xvm. Short for consolidated annuities, 
the government securities of Great Britain, 
consisting orig. of a great variety of public 
securities, which were consolidated in 1751 into 
a single stock. 

consomme xix. - F., sb use of pp of con- 
sommer - L. consummdre consummate; the 
nutriment of the meat is completely used up. 

consonant sb. xiv. - (O)F. - L. consortdns, -ant-, 
sb. use of prp. of consonare sound together (see 
con-, sound*); so named because it can only be 
’sounded with’ a vowel. So consonant adj. in 
harmony, concordant, xv. consonance xv, 
-ancy xrv. - (Q)F. or L. 

consort1 fpartner, mate xv; ship sailing with 
another; partner in marriage, spouse, xvii. - F. 
consort, fern, -sorte - L. consors, -sort- sharing in 
common, partner, colleague, f. con- 4 sors por¬ 
tion, lot (see sort). 

consort* faccompany, escort; associate or ac¬ 
cord with. xvi. In the first sense f. consort1; in 
the second prob. a reinforcement of sort vb. 

conspectus xix. - L., f. conspect-, pp. stem of 
conspicere look attentively, f. con- (intensive) 
4 specere (see aspect). 

conspicuous xvi. f. L. conspicuus, f. conspicere, 
see prec and -uous. 

conspire xiv. - (O)F. conspirer - L. conspirare 
agree, combine, f. con- 4 spirdre breathe (see 
spirit). So conspiracy xrv. - AN. conspiracie, 
alt. of (O)F. conspiration (- L.), whence earlier 
ME. conspiration (xm). conspirator xv. 

constable chief officer of the household, etc. of 
a sovereign; governor of a royal castle xm; 
officer of the peace xiv. - OF. cune-, conestable 
(mod. connetable), repr. late L. comes stabuli lit. 
count (i.e. head officer) of the stable; cf. the 
development of the senses of marshal. So con¬ 
stabulary (constable’s office or district xvi; 
body of constables xix. - medL. 

constant steadfast xiv; invariable xvi. - (Q)F. - 
L. constdns, -ant-, prp. of constdre stand firm; cf. 
cost, stand, and see -ant. So constancy xvi. - 
L. constants. 
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constellation +(astrol.) relative position of the 
stars; (astron.) number of fixed stars artificially 
grouped together xiv. - (O)F. - late L. con- 
stelldtio, on-, f. con- + Stella star; see -ation. 

consternation xvii. - F. consternation or L. 
consternatid, on-, f. consterndre lay prostrate, 
terrify, f. con- + sternere lay low; see - ation. 

constipate tpack or bind close together; 
confine the bowels, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. con- 
stipdre, f. con- + stipdre press, cram; see -ate3. 

So constipation xv. (O)F. or late L. 
constituent A. adj. jointly constituting xvn; 
constituting or appointing a representative 
xviii; having the power to frame a constitution 
xrx; B. sb. one who appoints a representative 
xvii; elector; constituent element xviii. - (partly 
through F. constituant) L. constituens, ent-, prp. 
of constituere', see next and -ent. Hence con¬ 

stituency body of constituents xix. 
constitute set up. establish xv; make up, form 
xvi. f. L. constitut-, pp. of constituere establish, 
appoint, f. con- (intensive) + statuere set up (see 
statute). So constitution decree, ordinance 
xrv; nature, disposition xvi; mode or principles 
of state organization xvii. - (O)F. - L. Hence 
constitutional xvii. constitutive construe 
five xvi; formative, component xvn. 

constrain force, compel, confine forcibly, xrv. - 
OF. constraindre, pres, stem constraign- (mod. 
contraindre) L. constringere bind tightly to¬ 
gether; see con- and stringent. So constraint 

taffliction xiv; compulsion, confinement xvi; 
restraint of natural feelings xviii. - OF. con- 
strainte, fern. pp. sb. f. constraindre. 

constriction compression xv; constricted part 
xix. - late L. constrictio, -on-, f. constrict- (whence 
constrict vb xviii), pp. stem of constringere 
(whence constringe vb. xvn); see prec. and 
-TioN. So constrictor (anat.) constricting 
muscle xviii; large snake that crushes its prey 
xix. - modL.; see -or1. 

construct xvii. f. construct-, pp. stem of L. con 
struere pile up, build, f. con- + struere (see 
structure). So construction A. fconstruing 
xrv; interpretation xv; (gram.) syntactical ar¬ 
rangement xvi; B building xv; mode of building, 
etc. xvi. - (O)F. - L. constructive inferential 
xvii; pert, to construction xix. 

construe (gram.) analyse the construction of; 
expound, interpret, xiv. - L. construere con¬ 

struct. 

consubstantiation see transubst anti ation. 

consul supreme magistrate in the ancient 
Roman republic xiv; applied to various magi¬ 
strates or chief officials, spec, head of a mer 
chant company resident in a foreign country xv; 
representative agent of a state in commercial 
relations with a foreign country xvi. - L„ rel. 
to consultare (see next). So consulate xiv; see 
-ATE1. 

consult xvii. - (O)F. consulter - L. consultare, 
frequent, f. consult-, pp. stem of consulere take 
counsel So consultation xv. - (O)F. or L. 

consume xiv. - (partly through F consumer) 
L. consumere, f. con- + sumere take. So con¬ 

sumption using up, wasting away, spec, by dis¬ 
ease. xiv. - (O)F. consomption - L. consumptio. 

on-, f. consumere, consumpt- consumptive 
xv. - medL. consumptive. 

consummate pp tcompleted xv; adj. com¬ 
plete, perfect xv. - L. consummate. So con¬ 
summate vb. bring to completion, xvi. f. L. 
coeummare, at-, f. con- -i-summa sum, summe 
highest, utmost, supreme; see -ate33, con¬ 
summation completion, perfection xiv; crown¬ 
ing end xvn. - (O)F. consommation or L. 
consummate. 

contact sb. xvn. - L. contacte, f. contact-, pp. 
stem of contingere touch closely, border on, be 
contiguous to, f. con- + tangere touch, 

contagion contagious disease, infecting in¬ 
fluence. xiv. - L. contdgio, -on-, f. con-+ base of 
tangere touch. So contagious xiv. 

contain keep within certain limits xm; have in 
it, comprise xrv. ME. conte(i)ne repr. tonic stem 
of (O)F. contenir L. continere, f. con- + tenere 
hold 

contaminate xv. f. pp. stem of L. contamindre, 
f. contamen-, -min- contact, pollution, for *con- 
tagmen, f. con- + *tag-, base of tangere touch; see 
-ate3. So contamination xv. - late L. 

contango percentage which a buyer of stock 
pays to the seller to postpone transfer, xix. perh. 
arbitrary formation on the anal, of L. 1st pres, 
sing, in -6, poss with the notion ‘(I) make 
contingent’. 

contemn xv. - OF. contemner or L. contemnere, 
f. con- (intensive) + temnere despise, 

contemplate xvi. f. L. contempldri, at-, f. con- 
+ templum open space for observation, temple’; 
see -ate3. So contemplation xm. - (O)F. - L. 
contemplative xiv. 

contemporary xvn. - medL. contemporarie, 
f. con- + tempe, temper- time, after L. con- 
tempordnee (whence contemporaneous xvn) 
and late L. contemporalis. See -ary. 

contempt xiv. - L. contempte, f. contempt-, pp. 
stem of contemnere contemn. So contemptible 
xrv. - (O)F. or late L. contemptuous tcon- 
temptible; full of contempt, xvi. - medL. 
contemptudse. 

contend xv. - OF. contendre or L. contendere, f. 
con- + tendere stretch; see tend3. So contention 
xrv. - (O)F. contention or L. contentid, -on-, f. 
content-, pp. stem of contendere, contentious 
xv. - (O)F. contentieux - L. contentiose 

content' (usu. pi.) what is contained; con¬ 
taining capacity or extent, xv. - medL. *con- 
tentum, pi. -ta things contained, sb. use of n. of 
L. contente, pp. of continere contain. 

content3 satisfied, gratified, xrv. - (O)F. L. 
contente that is satisfied, pp. of continere fig. 
repress, restrain (see contain). So content vb., 
contentment xv. 

content3 satisfaction, xvi. immed. source ob¬ 
scure; perh. f. prec. as a shorter form equiv. to 
the earlier tcontentation (xv) or contentment 
(xv), and corr. to Sp., Pg„ It. contento. 

conterminous having a boundary in com¬ 
mon. xvn. f. L. contermine, f. con- + termine 
boundary, term; see -ous. 

contest tbear witness to xvi, contend for, dis¬ 
pute xvii. - L. contestari call to witness, in¬ 
troduce (a suit) by calling witnesses, set on foot 
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(an action), f. con- + testari bear witness. Hence, 
or - F. conteste (f. the corr. vb.), contest sb. 
wordy strife, (gen.) conflict, xvii. 

context fconstruction, composition xv; con¬ 
nected structure of a composition or passage, 
parts immediately before and after a given pas¬ 
sage xvi. - L. contextus, f. context-, pp. stem of 
contexere weave together, f. con- 4 texere weave. 
Hence contextual xix. 

contiguous xvii. f. L. contiguus, f. contingere\ 
see contact and -uous. So contiguity xvii. 

continence (sexual) self-restraint, xiv. - (O)F. 
continence or L. continentia, f. continens, -ent-, 
prp. of continere restrain, contain, whence 
continent self-restraining xiv: fcohering, con¬ 
tinuous xv (fcontinent land)-, sb. fcontainer; 
tsummary; continuous land, mainland xvi 
(spec, of Europe, Asia, etc. xvii). Hence con¬ 
tinental XVIII. 

contingent liable to happen xrv; dependent 
upon or subject to conditions xvi; sb. faccident, 
possibility xvi; tproportion falling to one; spec, 
of troops contributed to a force xvm. - L. con¬ 
tingent, -ent-, prp. of contingere be contiguous, 
in connection or in contact, befall. So con¬ 
tingency xvi. 

continual xiv. - (O)F. continuel, f. continuer, 
see below and -al‘. So continuous un¬ 
interrupted in space or time. xvii. f. L. conti- 
nuus. continuity xv. continue carry on, 
persist, last. xiv. - (O)F. continuer - L. con- 
tinuare, f. continuus uninterrupted, f. continere 
in its intr. sense of ‘hang together’ (cf. con¬ 
tinent). continuance xiv. continuation fper- 
sistency xiv; prolongation xv. continuum 
xvii. - L., n. sg. of continuus. 

contort xv. f. contort-, pp. stem of L. contor- 
quere, f. con- (intensive) 4 torquere twist. So 
contortion xvii. 

contour outline, xvii. - F. - It. contorno, f. 
contornare draw in outline, f. con- + tornare 
TURN. 

contra against; adv. on or to the contrary xrv; 
prep., esp in absol use in pro and contra 
(abbrev. con*) for a motion (etc.) and against it 
xv; sb. the contrary or opposite; now only in per 
contra on the opposite side of the account, as a 
set-off xvi; orig. an It. banking term. - L. contra 
against (adv. and prep.). 

contra- repr. L. prefix contra- (cf. prec.), de 
noting opposition or the opposite side or direc¬ 
tion, which, somewhat rare in classical L., 
became common in later L. and Rom. (in Sp., 
Pg., It. contra-, in F. contre- counter ). 

contraband sb. and adj. xvi. The present form 
was not current before xvii, the earlier forms 
being + counterbande (after F. contrebande) and 
icontrabanda - Sp. -banda - It. -bando (now 
contrabb-), f. contra- (see prec.) and bando ban1. 

contraceptive xix. irreg. f. contra-4 (con )- 
cept(ion) 4 -ive. So contraception xix. 

contract1 sb. :uv. - OF. (mod. contrat) - L. 
contractus, f. pp. stem of contrahere, see next. 

contract2 A. agree upon, make a contract; B 
incur, be involved in; C. reduce in compass or 
in limits, xvi. Based partly on earlier contract 
pp. (now used only of contracted grammatical 

forms) - OF. - L. contractus, pp. of contrahere, f. 
con- + trahere draw. So contraction xiv. con¬ 
tractor fcontracting party xvi; undertaker of a 
work xvm. - late L.; see -or1. 

contradict xvi. f. contradict-, pp. stem of L. con- 
tradicere, orig. contra dicere speak against. So 
contradiction xrv. - (O)F - L. contradictory 
adj. and sb. xrv - late L. contradictorius. See 
CONTRA-, DICTION. 

contralto xvm (earlier contreait). - It., f. 
contra and alto. 

contraption xix. perh. f. contrive (cf. deceive/ 
deception), by assoc, with trap1. 

contrapuntal (mus.) pert, to counterpoint, 
xix. f. It. contrappunto counterpoint 4 -al1. 

contrary xrv. - AN. contrarie, (O)F. contraire - 
L. contrarius, f. contra; see -ary. Regularly 
stressed contra ry till xvm, and still so in the 
sense of ‘perverse, obstinate’, 

contrast A. fcontention xvi; B. (in art) jux¬ 
taposition of varied forms, etc., to heighten 
effect; hence gen. xvm. - F. contraste - It. con- 
trasto strife, opposition, f. contrastare with¬ 
stand, strive medL. contrastare, i.e. contra 
against, stare stand. So as vb. xvii. 

contravene xvi. In earliest use Sc. - late L. 
contravenire, i.e. contra against, venire come. So 
contravention xvi. - (O)F. - medL. 

contretemps f(fencing) inopportune thrust 
xvii; inopportune occurrence xix. - F., orig. 
motion out of time, f. contre against, contra- 
+ temps (:- L. tempos) time, 

contribute xvi. f. L. contribute pp. stem of con- 
tribuere bring together, f. con- + tribuere bestow 
(see tribute). So contribution xiv. - (O)F. or 
late L. contributory xv. - medL. 

contrite broken in spirit, xrv. - (O)F. contrit, 
-te - L. contritus, -ta, pp. of conterere, f. con- 

+ ter ere rub, grind. So contrition xm. 
contrive xiv. ME. controve, contreve - OF. con- 
trover (mod. controuver) fimagine - medL. con- 
tropare compare, prob. f. L. con- + tropus trope. 

The transition to contrive (xv) is unexpl. Hence 
contrivance xvii. 

control check (accounts) by comparison with 
a duplicate register; exercise restraint or sway 
over. xv. - AN. contreroller, F. \conteroller (now 
controler) - medL. contrarotulare, f. con- 
trarotulus, f. contra opposite 4 rotulus roll'. 
Hence, or - F. controle, control sb. restraint, 
check, sway. xvi. So controller, comptroller. 

controvert xvii. First in pp. and ppl. adj. 
controverted, replacing fcontroversed disputed, 
called in question - F. controversy, for earlier 
tcontrovers - L. controversus disputed, ques¬ 
tionable, f. contro-, var. of contra- 4 versus, pp. 
of vertere turn. So controversy xiv. - L. con¬ 
troversy (see -Y*). controversial xvi. - late L. 
controversialist xvm. 

contumacy rebellious stubbornness, xiv. - L. 
contumdcia, f. contumax, -ac-, perh. f. con- (in¬ 
tensive) 4 tumere swell; see -acy. Hence con¬ 
tumacious XVI. 

contumely insulting or offensively contemp¬ 
tuous treatment, xiv. - OF. contumelie - L. 
contumelia, f. con- 4 tumere, as in prec. So con¬ 
tumelious xv. 
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contuse bruise, xv. f. contus-, pp. stem of L. 
contundere, f. con- 4 tundere beat. So contusion 
xrv. - F. or L. 

conundrum +whim, crotcnet xvi; tpun xvn, 
riddle involving a pun. puzzling statement or 
question xvm. In early use also conimbrum, qui- 
nombrum, quonundrum, quadundrum, of ob¬ 
scure orig., but prob. based on some L. formula 
(involving quoniam or quin) current in the 
schools. 

conurbation xx. f. con-4 L. urbs, urb- city (cf. 
URBAN)4-ATION. 

convalesce xv (not in regular use till xix). - L. 
convalescere, f. con- (intensive) 4 valescere grow 
strong, f. valere be strong or well. So con¬ 
valescence xv. - F. or late L.; hence con¬ 
valescent (see -escent). 

convection xix (a casual instance of conuexion 
occurs xvii). - late L. convectio, -on-, f. convert-, 
pp. stem of convehere, f. con- 4 vehere carry (see 
WAY). 

convene come together xv; call together xvi. - 
L. convenire assemble, f. con- 4 venire come. So 
convenient faccordant, suitable xrv; person¬ 
ally fitting, commodious xv. - L. conveniens, 
-ent-, pp. of convenire. convenience xv. 
convention A. assembly xv; B. agreement, 
covenant xv; general agreement or consent; 
conventional usage xvm. - (O)F. - L. conventio, 
-on-, meeting, covenant, conventional xv. - F. 
conventionnel or late L. conventionalis. 

convent company of religious persons living 
together xm (since xvm often restricted to nun¬ 
neries); building housing this xvi. ME. covent - 
OF. covent (varying with convent with latinized 
sp., which finally prevailed in Eng.), mod. cou- 
vent L. conventus assembly, company, f. 
convent-, pp. stem of convenire convene. So 
conventual xv. - medL. conventudlis. 

conventicle tmeeting, assembly, esp. of a 
clandestine or illegal kind, at first political, 
later religious xiv; meeting or meeting-place of 
Protestant Dissenters xvi. - L. conventiculum 
(place of) assembly, in form dim. of conventus 
meeting (see convent), but not used with de¬ 
rogatory reference till medieval times. 

converge xvn. - late L. convergere\ see con- and 
verge1. Hence convergent xvm. 

conversation t(mode of) living xrv; familiar 
discourse xvi; facquaintance, company xvii. - 
(O)F. - L. conversatio, -on-, frequent use or 
abode, intercourse, f. conversdri converse'; 
see -ATioN. Hence conversational xvm. So 
conversant tdwelling habitually; associating 
familiarly with xiv; versed in, familiar with 
xvi. - prp. of (O)F. converser converse'. 

conversazione assembly for conversation 
and social or intellectual recreation, orig. in 
Italy, xvm. - It. 

converse* fdwell xiv; fassociate familiarly 
with xvi; talk with xvn. - (O)F. converser tpass 
one’s life, exchange words L. conversdri live, 
have intercourse, middle use of conversare turn 
round, f. con- 4 versare, frequent of vertere turn. 
Hence as sb. tintercourse; conversation; com 
munion. xvii. 

converse1 proposition or relation turned 

coop 

round or upside down. xvi. - L. conversus, pp. of 
convertere convert. 

convert turn or change into. xm. - (O)F. con¬ 
vert ir Rom. *convertire, f. L. convertere turn 
about, transform, f. con- 4 vertere turn. Hence 
convert converted person xvi. So convertible, 
conversion xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

convex xvi. - L. convex us vaulted, arched, 
convey tescort xm; tguide. conduct; transport; 
communicate xrv; transfer; steal xv. - OF. con- 
veier (mod. convoyer convoy) medL. conviare, 
f. con- 4 via way. Hence conveyance xvi. 

convict prove guilty xrv; bring error home to; 
tconvince xvm. f. convict-, pp. stem of L. con¬ 
i'incere convince; the pp. was adopted earlier 
as convi ct (also in AN.) pronounced or proved 
guilty, whence, with shift of stress, convict sb. 
fconvicted person xvi; condemned criminal 
XVIII. 

convince fovercome in argument; tconvict; 
tprove xvi; bring to a belief xvn. - L. convincere 
convict of error, prove clearly (guilt, etc.), f. con- 
(intensive) 4 vincere overcome, 

convivial xvn. - L. convividlis, f. convivium 
feast, f. con- 4 stem of vivere live; see vivid, -ial. 

convocation xrv. - L. convocdtio, -bn-, f. con- 
vocdre, whence convoke xvi; see con-, voca¬ 
tion. 

convolution xvi. - medL. convolutio, -on-, f. 
pp. stem of convolvere, f. con- 4 volvere roll; see 
-tion. So convolvulus xvi. 

convoy accompany, escort xrv; fconvey, con¬ 
duct xv. - (O)F. convoyer convey. So as sb. xvi. 

convulse xvn. f. convuls-, pp. stem of L. con- 
veliere pull violently, wrench, f. con-4 vellere 
pluck, pull. So convulsion xvi. - F. or L. 

con(e)y rabbit (fur), xm. Earliest forms 
cuninig), conyng - AN. coning, OF. conin, 
parallel form to OF. conil - L. cuniculus, prob. 
of Iberian orig. The form cony (xrv) is a back- 
formation from pi. conyes - AN. con(i)ys, pi. of 
conil. In the cant sense of ‘dupe’ familiar xvi- 
xvii in cony-catcher cheat, swindler, cony- 
catching. 

cook preparer of food. OE. coc - popL. cot us, for 
L. coquus. The base of L. coquus is *qeqo IE 
*peqo- (as in Gr. pessein ripen, boil, cook; cf. OS1. 
pekQ I bake, roast, Skr. pdcati cook, oake). 
Hence cook vb., cookery xrv. 

cookie xvm. - Du. koekje, dim. of koek cake, 
cool adj. OE. col = MLG., MDu. kol (Du. koel) 
Gmc. *koluz, f. *kol- *kal- (see cold); as sb. from 
xrv. Hence cool vb. OE. colian = OS. colon 
Gmc. *kblojan, f. *koluz. 

coolie, cooly hired native labourer (prop.) in 
India and China, xvii. - Urdu kuli, Bengali, etc., 
kuli, of Dravidian orig. (cf. Tamil kuli wages, 
etc.). 

coomb, combe deep hollow, valley. OE. cumb, 
not found in OE. or ME. literature, but occur¬ 
ring from early times in south, place-names. In 
gen. use from xvi. 

coon (U.S.) raccoon xvm; fellow; negro xix. 
Aphetic of raccoon. 

coop tbasket xhi; cage for poultry xv; place of 
confinement xvi. - MLG., MDu. kupe (Du. kuip 
tub, vat), parallel with OS. kopa, OHG. kuofa (G. 
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kufe) cask - L. cupa, also medL. copa tun. barrel. 
Hence as vb. xvi. 

cooper one who makes and repairs casks, etc. 

xrv (earlier as a personal designation passing 

into a surname xm). - MDu., MLG. kuper, {. kupe 
coop; see -br1. 

co-operate xvn. f. pp. stem of ecclL. cooperarl, 
f. co- + operarl work, operate. So co-operation 
xrv. - L., partly, in later use, through F. co¬ 
operation. co-operative xvn, co-operator xv. 

co-opt xvn. - L. cooptare, f. co- + optdre choose 
(see opt). 

co-ordinate of equal rank xvn; sb. (math.) 
each of two or more magnitudes used to define a 
position xrx. f. co- + L. ordindtus, pp. of ordinare 
arrange, ordain, after the earlier subordinate. 

So co-ordinate vb. xvn. co-ordination xvn. - 
F. or late L. 

coot xrv (first in balled cote ‘bald coot’), prob. of 
LG. orig. (cf. Du. koet). 

cop (si.) catch, capture, xvm. prob. var. of cap 
arrest, seize (xvi) - OF. caper seize - L. capere 
take. Hence cop, copper* (er1) policeman, xix. 

copal resin yielding varnish, xvi. - Sp. - 
Nahuatl copalli incense 

coparcener co-heir(ess). xv. f. co- + parcener. 

cope1 long cloak or cape (esp. eccl.) xm; ‘canopy’ 
of night, heaven xrv; outer mould in founding 
xrx. ME. cape, repr. OE. -cap, *cdpe = ON. 
kdpa - medL. cdpa, var. of cappa (whence F. 
chape, cf. cap, chapel). Hence cope-stone top 
stone of a building xvi; whence prob. cope vb. 
cover (a wall) with a head stone xvn; coping 
uppermost course of masonry or brickwork 
xvn; see -ing'. 

cope* tcome to blows (with) xiv; meet or con 
tend with xvi. - OF. coper, var. of colper (mod. 
couper) strike, (now) cut, f. co(l)p (mod. coup) 
blow Rom. *colpus L. colaphus - Gr. kola- 
phos. 

copious xrv. - (O)F. copieux or L. copiosus, f. 
copia abundance, f. co- + *ops wealth, opulence, 

opp. of inopia want; see -ious. 

copper1 metal of reddish colour OE.; vessel 
made of this xvn; copper money xvm. OE. 
copor, coper, corr. to MDu. coper (Du. koper), 
ON. koparr (cf. MLG. kopper, OHG. kupfar (G. 
kupfer)) - late L. cuprum, for L. cyprium (a?s) 
‘(metal) of Cyprus’, so named from its most 
noted ancient source, 

copper* see cop. 

coppice xrv (cop(e)ys). - OF. copeiz Rom. *col- 
pdticium, f. *colpdt-, pp. stem of *colpare cut (F. 
couper, see cope*). 

copra dried kernel of the coconut, xvi. - Pg. 
(and Sp.) - Malayalam koppara. 

copse, contr. of coppis, coppice, xvi. 

copula (gram.) part of a proposition connecting 
subject and predicate, spec, the verb ‘to be’; con 
nection xvii. - L. copula connection, linking of 
words, f. co- + apere fasten; see apt, -ule, and 
cf. couple. So copulate fcouple; unite sexually. 
xvii. f. pp. stem of L. copuldre, f. copula, see 
-ate* copulation xrv. - (O)F. - L 

copy transcript of an original xiv; individual 
specimen of a work xv. (The etymol. sense of 
‘abundance’ occurs xiv-xvii.) - (O)F. copie - L. 

copia abundance, plenty, pi. ability, oppor¬ 
tunity (see copious). The sense ‘transcript’, 
which is medL. and Rom., arose from such 
phr. as copiam describendi facere give permis 
sion to transcribe, whence the sense 'right 
of reproduction’ and simply ‘reproduction’. 
Hence copyhold holding of lands by copy of 
the manorial court roll xv. copyright right 
to print, publish, and sell copies of a work of 
literature or of art. xvm. 

coquette xvn. - F., fern, of coquet gallant, amor 
ously forward, f. coqueter flirt, prop, strut like a 
cock before hens, f. coq cock1. 

cor- assim. form of com con- before r. 
coracle small wickerwork boat, xvi (cor- 
ougle). - W. corwgl, cwrwgl, f. corwg coracle, 
fcarcass (= Ir., Gael, curach currach). 

coral xiv. - OF. coral (mod. corail) L. coral- 
lum, -alium - Gr. kordllion. kouralion, prob. of 
Sem. orig. 

corbel (archit.) projection jutting from a wall to 
support a weight, xv. - OF. corbel (mod. cor- 
beau) raven, also archit., dim. of tcorp, corb 
L. corvus raven. 

corbie (Sc.) raven, xv. - OF. corb (see pree.) 
+ -IE. 

cord string xm; cord-like structure xv; measure 
of cut wood xvii. - (Q)F. corde L. chorda - Gr. 
khordt gut, string of musical instrument. Hence 
cordage xvi. 

cordial pert, to the heart xrv; stimulating to the 
heart; hearty xv; sb. xiv. - medL. cordialis, f. 
cor, cord- heart; see -ial. Hence cordiality xvii. 

cordite smokeless explosive so called from its 
cord-like appearance, xix. f. cord + ite. 

cordon projecting course of stones xvi; line of 
military posts or police xvm. - It. cordone, augm. 
of corda cord; superseded by F. cordon. 

cordovan Cordova leather, xvi. - Sp. cordovan 
(now -bdn)\ cf. cordwainer. 

corduroy xvm. prob. f. cord + fduroy, fderoy 
(xvii) coarse West-of-England woollen stuff, of 
unkn. orig. 

cordwainer shoemaker, orig. maker of Cor 
dovan leather, xi. - AN. cordewaner, OF. cor 
doanier (mod. cordonnier), f. cordewan, cordoan. 
f. Cordoue - Sp. Cordoba, tCordova L. Cor 
duba town in Spain where a goatskin (later, 
horsehide) leather was made. The Sp. adj. fcor 
dovano and sb. tcordovan were adopted in Eng. 
as CORDOVAN. 

core horny seed-capsule of apple, etc. xiv; un¬ 
burnt centre of coal xv; hard centre of a boil xvi; 
central or innermost part xvn. of unkn. orig. 

corf basket, (later) spec, in mining, xiv. - 
(M)LG., (M)Du. korf - L. corbis, reintroduced in 
xvii by continental miners, 

coriaceous leathery, xvii. f. late L. coridceus, 
f. Corium hide, leather; see -aceous. 

coriander the plant Coriandrum sativum 
xrv. - (O)F. coriandre - L. coriandrum - Gr. kori- 
annon, -dron. 

cork bark of the cork-oak xiv; fcork sole or san 
dal xrv; stopper, prop, of cork xvi. prob - Du ; 
LG. kork - Sp. alcorque cork sole or shoe, of 
Arab. orig. (see al-*). Hence as vb. ffurnish with 
a cork sole xvi; stop with a cork xvn 
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cormorant xm. - OF. cormaran (mod. cor- 
moron), earlier cormareng, for *corp mar eng, 
repr. (with assim. of adj. suffix to Gmc. -ing) 
medL. corvus marinus ‘sea raven’. For the final 
parasitic t cf. pageant, pheasant. 

corn' grain, seed, fruit of a cereal. OE. corn 
= QFris., OS., OHG., ON. korn, Goth, kaurn 
Gmc. *kurnam IE. *grnom ‘worn down par¬ 
ticle’, n. pp. of base *gr- *ger- wear away, grow 
old, whence also L. granum grain, OIr. gran, 
OS1. zruno seed, Gr. gratis old woman, geron 
old man, Skr.jtryati wastes away.jirnd- wasted, 
old. Hence com vb. fmake or become granular; 
sprinkle with salt in grains, preserve with salt 
(as corned beef) xvi. corncrake xv; see crake. 

corn* homy hardening of the skin. xv. - AN. 
corn = (O)F. cor L. cornu horn. 

cornea (anat.) homy covering of the eyeball, 
xrv. - modL., short for medL. cornea tela or 
tunica homy tissue or coating; fern, of corneus 
(whence corneous xvn), f. L. cornu horn. 

cornel tree of the genus Cornus. xvi. orig. in 
cornel berry, cornel tree, semi-tr. of G. kornel- 
beere, -baum (OHG. kornulberi, -bourn, the 
source of which is some medL. deriv. of L. cor¬ 
nus cornel tree). 

cornelian red or reddish variety of chal¬ 
cedony. xrv (corneline). - OF. corneline (mod. 
cornaline), refash, after medL. Cornelius. 

corner sb. xm. - AN. corner, OF. cornierRom. 
*corndrium, f. L. cornu horn, point, end; see 
-er1. Hence corner vb. furnish with, place in, a 
comer xrv; (orig. U S.) drive into a corner xix. 
cornerstone xm. 

cornet wind-instrument xrv; conical twisted 
paper, and other transf. uses xvi. - (O)F., dim. 
of Rom. *corno, L. cornu horn; see -et. 

cornice xvi (cornish). - F. corniche, f-ice, t-isse 
- It. cornice, perh. - L. cor nix, cornic- crow 
(cf. CORBEL), but with blending of a deriv. of 
Gr. koronis coping-stone. 

Cornish xv. f. first el. of Cornwall, OE. Corn- 
wealas, f. OCelt. *Kornovjos, -ja, whence medL 
Cornubia Cornwall; see Welsh, -ish' The native 
name was Kernuak, Kerne wee, f. Kernou (cf. W 
Cernyw Cornwall, Breton Kerned Cornouailles 
in Brittany). 

cornucopia xvi. - late L. cornucopia, earlier 
cornu copix horn of plenty’, the horn of the goat 
Amalthea placed in heaven, emblem of fruit 
fulness and abundance. 

corolla tlittle crown, garland xvn; (bot.) whorl 
of petals xvm. - L., dim. of corona crown. 

corollary (geom.) proposition appended to an¬ 
other as a self-evident inference xiv; immediate 
deduction or consequence xvn. - L. corolldrium 
money paid for a garland, present, gratuity, f. 
corolla-, see prec. and -ary. 

corona member of a comice xvi; circle or halo 
of light xvn. - L., crown. 

coronation xiv. - (O)F - medL. coronatio, -on-, 
f. L. coronare crown vb ; see ation. 

coroner (hist.) officer orig. charged with main 
taining the rights of crown property xrv; officer 
who holds inquests on persons who have died 
by violence or accident xv. - AN. coro(u)ner, f. 
coro{u)ne crown, after the L. title custos pla 

citorum coronx guardian of the pleas of the 
crown; latinized as coronarius, cordndtor (xm). 
From xv freq. in contr. form crowner. 

coronet xv. - OF. coronet(t)e, dim. of corone 
crown; see -et. 

corporal1 linen cloth on which the host and 
chalice are placed at the Eucharist, xiv. - (O)F. 
corporal or medL. corporate, sb. use of cor- 
pordlis corporal1. 

corporal1 bodily; tcorporeal, material, xiv. - 
OF. (mod. corporel) - L. corpordlis, f. corpus 
body; see -al’. So corporality xrv. - late L. 

corporal* non-commissioned officer below a 
sergeant, xvi. - F. tcorporal, var. of caporal - It. 
caporale, of which there appears to have been 
a Venetian form tcorporale, f. corpus, corpor- 
body (of troops), the standard form being assim. 
to capo head. Cf. prec. 

corporate forming a corporation xv; cor¬ 
poreal, belonging to the body politic xvn. - L. 
corporatus, pp. of corporare fashion into or with 
a body, collect, f. corpor-\ see corpus, -ate1. So 
corporation tincorporation xv; body of per¬ 
sons, esp. one formally incorporated xv; (large) 
abdomen xvm (cf. the obs. use of corporate for 
‘corpulent’). 

corposant ball of light observed on the masts 
and yards of a ship on stormy nights, xvn 
(earlier in foreign forms). - OSp., It., Pg. corpo 
santo ‘holy body’, i.e. of a saint, 

corps xvm. - F. corps, used as short for corps 
d’armee army corps; see next 

corpse fbody, person; lifeless body. xrv. orig. 
graphic var. of cars (xm), later corse (xrv; still 
arch.) - OF. cors (mod. corps)L. corpus body 
(see corpus). The inserted p had infl. the pro- 
nunc. before 1500; the sp. corpse (with final e), 
though appearing as early as xvi, did not be¬ 
come general before xix. 

corpulent tmaterial, gross; bulky of body, 
xrv. - L. corpulentus, f. corpus, see next and 
-ULENT. 

corpus pi. corpora body xrv; body of writings 
xvm. - L. ‘body’. In xiv-xvi perh. a var. of corpes, 
corpse. 

corpuscle minute particle of matter, xvn. - L. 
corpusculum, dim. of corpus. See -cle. 

corral xvi. - Sp., OPg. corral, Pg. curral, whence 
KRAAL. 

correct1 vb. xiv. f. correct-, pp. stem of L. cor- 
rigere, f. cor- + regere lead straight, direct (see 
regent). So correction xiv. - (O)F. - L. cor¬ 
rective adj. xvi; sb. xvn. - F. 

correct1 that is in accordance with a stan¬ 
dard xvn; with truth xvm. - F. - L, correctus 
amended, correct, pp. of corrigere (see prec.). 
Hence correctitude correctness of conduct, 
xix. 

correlate xvm. Back-formation from cor¬ 
relation, correlative xvi. - scholL. correldtio, 
-ativus (xm); see cor-, relation. 

correspond be agreeable to or congruous with 
xvi; communicate by interchange of letters xvii. 

- (O)F. corresponds - medL. correspondere\ 
see cor-, respond. So correspondence con- 
gruity xv; t(gen.) relation xvi; intercourse spec, 
by letters xvn. correspondent adj. xv; sb. xvii. 
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corridor covered way xvi; outside gallery 
round a court, etc. xvn; passage through a build 
ing, etc. xix. - F - It. corridore, alt., by assim. to 
corridore runner, of corridoio Rom. *cur 
ritorium, f. *currit-, for curs-, pp. stem of L. cur- 
rere run (see current, -ory1). 

corrie (Sc.) circular hollow on a mountainside. 
xviii. - Gael, coire cauldron, hollow, 

corrigendum, pi corrigenda xix. - L., sb. 
use of n. of gerundive of corngere correct1 . 

corroborate strengthen, confirm xvi; support 
(an opinion, etc.) by concurrent evidence xviii. 

f. pp. stem of L. corroborare, f. cor- + rdborare 
strengthen, f. robur strength; see robust, ate®. 
So corroboration xv. - F. or late L 

corroboree native Australian dance xix. Ab 
original word. 

corrode xrv. - L. corrodere, f. cor- + rodere gnaw 
(see rodent). So corrosion xrv. - OF. or late L. 
corrosive adj. and sb. xiv. - OF corosif - medL. 
corrosivus. 

corrugated wrinkled xvu; of iron, etc. xix. f. 
pp. of L. corrugare, f. cor- (intensive) + rugdre, 
f. ruga wrinkle; see -ate®, -ed1. 

corrupt fas pp. corrupted; unsound, rotten, de¬ 
based, venal, xiv. - OF. corrupt or L. corruptus, 
pp. of corrumpere destroy, rum, falsify, seduce, 
f. cor- + rumpere break (see rupture) Hence 
corrupt vb. xiv. So corruption xiv - (O)F. 
- L. 

corsage tbody xv; bodice xix. - (O)F., f. cors 
body; see corpse, -age. 

corsair privateer xv. Not in gen. use in this 
form before xvu, current early forms being 
corsale, cursarie, corsar\i)o. - F. corsaire, 
tc(o)ursaire, Sp. corsario, It. corsale, -are, 
t-ar\i)o Rom. (medL.) cursarius, f. cursa and 
cursus hostile inroad, plunder, course. 

corse arch, form of corpse. 
corset close-fitting body garment xiv; laced in 
ner bodice, stays xviii. - (O)F., dim. of cors body; 
see corpse, -et. 

corslet garment, spec, defensive armour, 
covering the body. xv. - (O)F., dim. of cors body; 
see corpse, -let. 

cortege xvii. - F. - It. corteggio, f. corteggiare 
attend court, keep a retinue, f. corte court. 

cortical xvii. - modL. corticalis, f. L cortex, 
cortic- bark (whence Eng. cortex xvii), rel. to 
corium leather; see -al1. 

corundum mineral allied to sapphire and 
ruby, xviii. - Tamil kurundam = Telugu ku- 
ruvindam - Skr kuruvinda- ruby 

coruscate sparkle, glitter, xvm. f. pp. of L. 
coruscare vibrate, glitter; see -ate®. So corus¬ 
cation xv. - L 

corvette xvii. - F., dim. f. MDu. korf kind of 
ship; see-ette. 

corvine of the crow kind xvu. - L. corvinus, f. 
corvus raven; see -ine1. 

corymb (bot.) species of raceme, xviii. - F. co- 
rymbe or L corymbus - Gr. korumbos summit, 
cluster of fruit or flowers, close head of a com 
posite flower. 

cos variety of lettuce introduced from the island 
of Cos (Gr. Kos) in the Aegean Sea. xvii. 

cosh stout stick, truncheon, xix. of unkn. orig. 

cosine (math.) sine of the complement of an 

angle, xvii f. co-, sine. So cosecant, cotangent 

XVII. 

cosmetic adj. and sb. xvii. - F. cosmetique - Gr 
kosmetikos, f. kosmein adorn, f. kosmos, see next 
and ic. 

cosmos xvii (isolated ex. xn). - Gr kosmos 
order, ornament, order of the universe, (with 
the Pythagoreans) the world. Hence cosmic 
xix. So cosmogony xvii, cosmography xv, 
cosmology xvii; al) ult. from Gr. forms through 
F. or (mod)L. cosmopolitan, cosmopolite 
citizen of the world xvii; as adjs. xix. 

cosset xvii. f. dial, cosset pet lamb, prob a 
transf. use of AN. coscet, cozet cottager - OE 
cotsxta, f. cot' + *s&t- var. of *set, base of sit. 

cost sb. xm. - AN. cost, OF. const (mod. cout) 
Rom. * cos to, f. *costare stand firm, be fixed, 
stand at a price, f. con- (intensive) stare stand 

So cost vb. xrv. - OF. co(u)ster (mod. couter) 
Rom. *costare. Hence costly xrv; see ly1. 

costal pert, to the ribs. xvii. - F, - modL. 
costalis, f. costa rib; see -al'. 

costard large prominently ribbed variety of 
apple, xrv. - AN., f. coste rib L. costa; see 
-ARD. Hence tcostardmonger, costermonger 

(xvi) fruiterer, in mod. use a seller of fruit, 
vegetables, fish, etc., from a barrow in the 
street. 

costive constipated, xiv. - AN. *costif, for OF. 
costive L. constipatus (see constipate). For 
the loss of -e cf. assign*. 

costmary aromatic plant, xv f. cost (OE cost - 
L. costum, -os - Gr. kostos - Arab kust - Skr 
ku$tha ) + the name of the Virgin Mary, 

costume fmanners and customs proper to a 
time and place xvm; mode of personal attire; 
set of outer garments, etc. xix. - F - It. cos¬ 
tume custom, fashion, habit L. consuetudd, 
-din- custom. So costumier maker of costumes 
xix. 

cosy, cozy adj. xvm; sb. cover to keep tea-pot 
etc. warm xix. orig. Sc., earliest form colsie, of 
unkn. orig. 

cot1 cottage. OE. cot = MLG., MDu., ON. kot 
Gmc. *kutam, rel. to cote. 

cot* light bedstead xvii; swinging bed for 
officers, the sick, etc., xvm; small child’s bed 
xix. - Hindi khat bedstead, couch, hammock 
Prakrit khatta, Skr. khatva. 

cote fcottage xi; small building for sheltering 
small animals, as dovecotie), sheepcote xiv. OE. 
cote, corr. to LG. kote (whence G. kote) Gmc. 
*kuton, rel. to cot1. 

coterie fsociety, club; exclusive set or clique, 

xvm. - F. (in OF. feudal tenure, tenants holding 

land together), f. *cote hut (cf. tcotin) - MLG 
kote cote; see -ery. 

cothurnus buskin of ancient tragic actors. 
xviii. - L. - Gr. kothornos. 

cotillion one of several kinds of dance, xviii. - 
F. cotillon petticoat, dance, dim. of cotte coat. 

cotoneaster genus of rosaceous trees, xvm. f. 
L. cotoneum quince; see -aster. 

cottage xiv. - AN. *cotage, AL. cotdgium (xii), 

f. cot1, cote; see -age. Hence cottager xvi; see 
-er’. 
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cotter', cottar (Sc.) cottager paying rent- 
service. XIV. f. COT' + -ER1. 

cotter5 pin, etc. for fastening a thing into its 
place, xvn. Earlier (dial.) cotterel xvi; perh. 
transf. uses of cotter' and *cotterel (cf AL. 
coterellus cottager). 

cottier cottager xiv; (in Ireland) peasant cul¬ 
tivating a smallholding xix. - (O)F. cotier, f. 
*cote\ see coterie, -ier. 

cotton xiv. - (O)F. coton - Arab kutn, in Sp 
Arab, koton. Hence cotton vb. furnish with or 
take on a nap xv; (prob. transf. from the pro¬ 
duction of a nap in the finishing of cloth) fpros 
per, get on xvi (orig. in This gear or matter 
cottons)', get on with xvn; take to xix. 

cotyledon seed-leaf. xvm. - L. cotyledon navel- 
wort, pennywort - Gr. kotuleddn applied to vari¬ 
ous cup-shaped cavities, f. kotule hollow, cup. 

couch xiv. - (O)F. couche, f. coucher (whence 
couch vb. lay down, lie down xrv)L. collocdre 
lay in its place, collocate. 

couch-grass var. of quitch, xvi. 

cougar xvm. - F. couguar, ult. repr. Guarani 
guaqu ara. 

cough vb. xiv. ME. co3e, cowhe, co(u)we, f. imit. 
base *kox- repr. by OE. cohhetan shout, (M)LG., 
(M)Du. kuchen cough, MHG. kuchen breathe, ex¬ 
hale. Hence as sb. xrv. 

could pt. of CAN5. 

coulisse groove in which a partition slides; 
side-scene or wings of a stage, xix. - F., sb. use 
of fern, of coulis, orig adj. sliding, f. couler flow, 
glide, slide. 

coulomb unit of electric quantity, xix. f. name 
of C A. de Coulomb (1736-1806). French physicist, 

coulter OE. culter - L culter knife, plough 
share. 

council xii. - AN. cuncile, concilie - L. concilium 
convocation, assembly, f. con- + caIdre call, 
summon, rel. to Gr. kalein call. In form and 
meaning blended at an early date with counsel, 
but differentiation began xvi. So councillor 
xrv; alt. of counsellor by assim. to council. 

counsel consultation, advice xm; body of legal 
advisers xrv; legal advocate xvm. - OF. c{o)un- 
seil (mod conseil) L. consilium consultation, 
advice, judgement, deliberating body, f. con- 

+ *sa/; cf. consul, consult. Now restricted to 
the above senses; for the sense ‘deliberating 
body’ see council. So counsel vb. advise, xm. 
counsellor adviser, xm. 

count' reckoning, account xrv; consideration, 

notice xv; particular of a legal charge xvi - OF. 
co(u)nte (mod. compte reckoning, conte tale) 

late L. computus calculation, f. computdre 
COUNT3. 

count5 used to repr. foreign titles of nobility 
(F comte, G. graf, etc ), xvi. - OF. conte (mod. 
comte)L. comes, comit- companion, associate, 
one of the imperial retinue, (late ^.) occupant of 
a state office; for *comis *comits lit. ‘one who 
goes with’, f. com- + ppl. stem it- of ire go So 
countess xii. 

count3 tell over; reckon, xiv. - OF. c(o)unter 
reckon, relate (mod. compter count, conter re¬ 

late) L. computdre calculate, compute. Cf 
RECOUNT. 

countenance fdemeanour, conduct; com¬ 
posure xiii; taspect, appearance; facial look or 
expression; face, visage xrv; moral support 
xvi. - AN. cio)untenaunce, (O)F. contenance 
bearing, behaviour, mien, contents, f. contenir 
maintain (oneself), contain; see -ance. Hence 
countenance vb. fmake a show (of), pretend 
xv, fface out-, fset off; give support to xvi. 

counter1 object used in counting; desk for 
counting money, etc., (hence) money-changer’s 
table, tradesman’s table in his shop. xrv. - AN 
count(e)our, OF. conteo(i)r (mod. comptoir) 
medL. computdtorium, f. L. computdre compute. 

counter5 A. fopposite direction to that taken 
by the game xvi; B. part of a horse’s breast lying 
between the shoulders; curved part of a ship’s 
stem xvn. f. counter* or *. 

counter* opposed, opposite, xvi. adj. use of the 

prefix COUNTER-. 

counter4 go counter to, oppose xrv; give a 

counterblow xix. orig. aphetic of Encounter, var. 

of encounter; in later use a fresh formation on 

COUNTER- or COUNTER*. 

counter* in the opposite direction, xv. - OF. 
countre L. contra adv. and prep, against, in 
return; cf. contra. 

counter- prefix, ME. countre- - AN. countre-, 
(O)F. contre- L. contra- contra-; denoting (i) 
against, opposite, in opposition to, (ii) in re¬ 
versal of or parallelism with a former action, as 
counter-reformation, -revolution, (iii) in re¬ 
ciprocation or reply, as countersign, (iv) as the 
opposite member or constituent, as counterfoil, 
-part, (v) with a contrary action or movement, 
etc., in mutual opposition, as counterchange. 
counterblast xvi. counterfeit made in imi¬ 
tation; also sb. xrv. - OF. countrefet, -fait (mod. 
contrefait). So counterfeit vb. xm. - AN. 
countrefeter, f. countrefet pp. counterfoil xvm; 
see foil*, countermand xv. - OF. contre- 
mander, see mandate, counterpane xvn. alt., 
by assim. to pane in the same sense (xrv), of 
tcounterpoint (xv) - OF. contrepointe, alt. of 
*coutrepointe, cou(l)tepointe medL. culcit(r)a 
puncta ‘quilted mattress’; see point, counter¬ 
part xv. counterpoint xv. - (O)F. contrepoint - 
medL. contrapunctum, cantus contrapunctus 
‘song pointed-against’, the accompaniment be¬ 
ing orig. noted by points or pricks set against 
those of the plainsong melody, counterpoise 
weight balancing another weight xv; equi¬ 
librium xvi. - OF. contrepeis, -pois. counter¬ 
sign sign used in response to another sign. 
xvi. - F. contresigne - It. contrasegno. 
countertenor xrv. - OF contreteneur - It. 
t contratenore. 

countervail match, counterbalance, compen¬ 
sate. xiv. - OF. contrevaloir (pres, stem -vail-) - 
L. phr. contra valere be effective or avail against 
(cf. VALID). 

country tract of land; one’s native land xm; ter¬ 
ritory of a nation; nation, people xiv; rural dis 
tricts xvi. ME. cuntre(e), contreie) - OF. cuntree, 
(mod.) contree medL., Rom. contrata, sb. use 
(sc. terra land) of fern, of adj. meaning ‘lying 
opposite or facing one’, hence ‘the landscape 
spread out before one’. Hence countryman 
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native xrv; compatriot xv; husbandman xvi. So 
countrywoman xv. countryside particular 
region of a country; orig. Sc. 

county xrv. - AN. counts, OF. cunte, conte (mod 
comte)L comitatus, f. comes, -it- count3. 

coup xvin. - F. (see cope*). 
coupe short four-wheeled closed carriage for 
two. xix. - F., short for carosse coupe 'cut car¬ 
riage’, the body having the form of a berline 
from which the hind seat has been cut away; sb. 
use of pp. of couper cut, f. coup (see cope*). 

couple sb. xm. - (Q)F. L. copula tie, con¬ 
nection (see copula). So couple vb. xm. - OF. 
copier, cupler (mod. coupler) L. copulare. 
couplet xvi. - (O)F., dim. of couple. 

coupon xix. - F. coupon piece cut off, slice, f 
couper cut; see cope*. 

courage theart as the seat of feeling, spirit xin; 
tintention, purpose; bravery, valour xrv - OF. 
corage, curage (mod. courage) Rom. *cordti- 
cum, f. cor heart; see -age. So courageous xm. 

courier running messenger xvi; servant em¬ 
ployed to make travelling arrangements xvm. 
- F. tcourier, (also mod.) courrier - It. corriere, 
f. correL. currere run (see current). 

course running, onward movement; path, di¬ 
rection; progress, order xm; set of dishes for a 
meal, one of the successive parts of a meal 
xrv; series, serial succession; sail attached to 
lower masts or yards xv. - (Q)F. cours L. 
cursus, f. curs-, pp. stem of currere run (cf. 
current); reinforced xv by (O)F. courseRom. 
*cur$a, sb. use of corr. fern, form of ppl. Hence 
course vb. chase, hunt; cause to run; run 
about, xvi. 

courser xm. - OF. corsier (mod. coursier) 
Rom. *cursdrius, f. cursus course; see -er* 

court (residence of) royal household and reti¬ 
nue; assembly held by a sovereign xn; (place of) 
assembly of judges, etc; enclosed area, yard xm; 
homage, courtly attention xvi. - AN. curt, OF. 
cort (mod. cour) late L. (Rom.) curt-, earlier 
co{ho)rt- yard, enclosure, crowd, retinue, 
cohort, court-card picture card of a suit. xvn. 
alt. of tcoat card card bearing a coated’ or 
habited figure (xvi-xvii) court-martial xvn; 
earlier tmartial court, court-plaster sticking- 
plaster for wounds xvm; so called from being 
used for the black silk patches worn on the face 
by ladies at court, court vb. tfrequent the court; 
pay court to, woo. xvi: aft. Off. corteare (later 
corteggiare), OF. courtoyer (later courtiser), f. 
corte, court, courtier attendant at the court of 
a sovereign, xm. ME. courteour - AN. courteii)- 
our, f. OF. *cortoyeur, f. cortoyer, suffix assim. 
to -ier. courtly xv; see -ly'. courtship xvi. 

courteous xm. - OF. corte is, curteis (mod. 
courtois) Rom. *cortensis, f. * corte court; see 
-ese. The suffix -eous replaced -eis xvi. 

courtesan xvi. - F. courtisane - It. fcortigiana, 
fern, of cortigiano courtier, f. corte court. 

courtesy xm. - OF. cur-, co{u)rtesie (mod. cour- 
toisie), f. courteis, etc., courteous; see -y*. 

cousin trelative; son or daughter of one’s uncle 
or aunt xm; term of address from one sovereign 
to another, or to a peer xv. - OF. cosin, cusin 
(mod. cousin)L. consobrinus mother’s sister’s 

ioi cowslip 

child *conswesrinos, f. con + *swesdr sister 

+ *-inos -ine*. 

cove1 tbedchamber, storechamber; (Sc. and 
north.) hollow in a rock, etc. OE.; sheltered re¬ 
cess on a coast xvi. OE co/a chamber = MLG. 
cove, MHO. kobe (G. koben) stable, pigsty, ON 
kofi hut, shed Gmc. *kuban- 

cove* (colloq.) fellow, chap, xvi orig. thieves' 
cant, perh. identical with Sc. cofe chapman, 
pedlar 

covenant mutual agreement; divine contract 
with mankind xm; legal agreement or contract 
xrv. - OF. covenant (later and mod. convenant), 
sb. use of prp. of co(n)venir agree (see convene). 

Hence as vb. xrv. 
cover vb. xin. - OF. cuvrir, covrir (mod. couv- 
rir) L. cooperire, f. con- (intensive) + operire 
cover. Hence cover sb. xrv; or partly variant of 
covert. 

coverlet xiii. - AN. covrelet, -lit, f. covre- pres, 
stem of OF. covrir cover + lit bed (cf. litter). 

covert covering xrv; woody shelter for game 
xrv; feathers covering the bases of larger fea¬ 
thers xvm. - OF. covert (mod. convert), pp. of 
co{u)vrir cover. So covert adj. covered, hidden, 
xrv. coverture cover, covering xm; position of 
a woman during her married life xvi. 

covet xm. ME. cuveite, coveite - OF. cu-, coveitier 
(mod. convoiter)Rom. *cupiditdre, f. cupiditas 
cupidity. So covetous xm. 

covey brood of partridges, etc. xiv. - OF. covee 
(mod. couvee) Rom. *cubdta hatching, f. L. 
cubdre lie. 

covin fcompany; private agreement; collusion, 
fraud, xrv. - OF. covin, covine medL. con- 
venium, pi. or fem. sg. -ia, f. con venire come to¬ 
gether, agree (see convene). 

cow1 female bovine animal. OE. cu = OS. ko 
(Du. koe), OHG. kuo (G. kuh), ON. kyr Gmc. 
*ko(u)z IE. *guous, whence also Skr. gau , 
Arm. kov, Gr. bo us, L. bos, OIr. bo, La tv guovs. 
The normal descendant of the mutated OE. pi. cy 
is north. kye\ the form kine (now arch.) descends 
from a ME. (xiii) extension of this with n from 
the weak deck 

COW3 depress with fear. xvn. prob. - ON. kiiga 
oppress, tyrannize over. 

coward xm. ME cu(e)ard - OF. cuard, later 
couard, f. Rom. *coda, L. cauda, tail; see -ard. In 
the OF. ‘Roman de Renart’, coart is the name of 
the hare. So cowardice xm. - OF. couardise. 

cower xm (koure). - MLG. kuren lie in wait, 
cowl hooded garment worn by religious OE.; 
hood of the habit or of a cloak xvi; hood-shaped 
top of a chimney xix. OE. cug(e)le, cule, corr. 
to MLG., MDu. coghel, OHG. cucula, cugula (G. 
kugel, kogel) - ecclL. cuculla, f. L. cucullus hood 
of a cloak. In ME. reinforced by kuuele OE. 
cufle = MLG., MDu. covele (Du. keuvel), ON. 
kofl, kufl, and prob. by (O)F. coule ecclL. 
cuculla. 

cowrie shell of a small gastropod, Cypraea 
moneta. xvn. - Urdu, Hindi kauri Skr. 
kaparda-, kapardikd 

cowslip OE. cuslyppe, f. cu cow1 +slyppe 
viscous or slimy substance, i.e. ‘cow-slobber’ 
or ’cow-dung’. 
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cox shortening of coxswain; hence as vb. xix. 
coxcomb cap worn by a professional fool (in 
shape and colour like a cock’s comb)] (arch.) 
thead; tfool; fop. xvi. 

coxswain helmsman of a boat. xv. f. cock (see 
COCKBOAT) + SWAIN. 

coy tquiet. still; shyly reserved, xiv. - (O)F. coi, 
earlier queiRom. *quetus, for L. quietus quiet. 
Cf. QUIT1. 

coyote prairie wolf of N. America, xix - Mex. 
Sp. - Nahuatl coyotl. 

coz abbrev. of tcozen, cousin, xvi. 
cozen cheat, defraud, xvi. prob. orig. vagrants’ 
cant, and perh. to be assoc, with cousin, through 
OF. cousin dupe, or cousiner ‘to clayme kindred 
for aduantage, or particular ends’ (Cotgr.); but 
the frequent sp. with -on has suggested deriv. 
from It. cozzonare ’to play the horse-breaker, to 
play the craftie knaue' (Florio). Hence cozen¬ 
age, cozener xvi. 

crab1 crustacean of the tribe Brachyura. OE. 
crabba = (M)LG., (M)Du. krabbe, ON. krabbi, 
rel. to OS. krebit, MLG. krevet, (M)Du. kreeft, 
OHG. krebiz, krebaz (G. krebs), and to MLG. 
krabben, ON. krqfla scratch, claw; 

crab1 wild apple, xiv contemp with north. 
scrab (prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. Sw dial, skrabba 
wild apple), of which it may be an alteration by 
assoc with prec. or crabbed. 

crab* (of hawks) scratch, claw xvi; (si.) find fault 
with, ‘pull to pieces’ xix. - (M)LG. krabben (see 
CRAB1). 

crabbed tfroward, wayward xm; out of hu¬ 
mour; fharsh, rugged xrv; difficult to deal with 
or make sense of; cross-tempered xvi. f. crab’ 
+ -ed1, with orig. ref. to the gait and habits of 
the crab, which suggest cross-grained or frac¬ 
tious disposition. There has been later assoc, 
with crab1 with connotation of sourness, 

crack A. make a sharp short noise OE., break 
with a sudden sharp report xm; B. utter loudly 
or sharply xrv; (dial.) boast xvi (whence crack 
up eulogize xix). OE. cracian sound, resound 
= (M)Du. kraken, OHG. krahhon (G. krachen). 
The normal repr. of the OE. word, i.e. crake (now 
dial ), has been superseded by the short form 
by assoc, with (i) crack sb. xrv, or with (ii) F. 
craquer (xvi), of Gmc. orig. Hence crack ad), 
pre-eminent, first-class, xvm. cracked crazy, 
xvn. cracker tboaster, liar, kind of fire work 
xvi; instrument for cracking or crushing xvn. 
crackle xvi; see -le*; whence crackling crisp 
skin of roast pork xvm. 

cracknel light crisp biscuit, xv. alt. of F. era 
quelin - MDu. krdkelinc, f. krdken crack. 

-cracy repr. F. <ratie, medL. <ratia, Gr. -kratid 
power, rule (f. kratos strength, might, authority) 
in Gr. originals of aristocracy, democracy, 
plutocracy. The suffix has in modem times 
acquired the sense of ‘ruling body or class’ of 
the kind denoted by the first element, 

cradle child’s light bed or cot OE.; framework 
of bars, cords, etc. xiv. OE. cradol: perh. f. the 
same base as OHG. kratto, (MH)G. kratte basket, 

craft A. fstrength, power OE.; B. skill, deceit 
OE.; C. art, trade OE.; D. structure, work xn; 
E. vessels, boats xvn. OE. crxft = OS., (O)HG. 

kraft, ON. kraptr, with no cogns. outside Gmc. 
As a second el. of comps, in the sense ‘art’, in 
handicraft, statecraft, witchcraft. Hence crafts¬ 
man xrv. crafty tstrong; tskilful OE.; cunning, 
wily xiii. OE. ersftig = OS. kraftag, -ig, OHG. 
kreftig (G. kraftig), ON. krqptugr, see -Y*. 

crag xm. of Celt, orig.; not, however, from a 
form repr. by Ir., Gael, creag, W. craig rock (:- 
*krakjo-) but prob. from an OBrit. *crag (:- 
*krako). Hence craggy xv; see -y\ 

crake (dial.) crow, raven xrv; corncrake xv. - 
ON. krdka, krdkr, of imit. orig. (cf. croak). 

cram OE. (ge)crammian, corr. to MLG. krem- 
men, ON. kremja squeeze, pinch, Du. krammen 
cramp, clamp, MHG. krammen claw; f. Gmc. 
*kram- *krem-\ cf. OE. (geycrimman cram, stuff, 
and further L. gremium bosom, OS1. gramada, 
Lith. gramatas heap, Skr. grdma- group of men. 

crambo rhyming game; (contemptuously) 
rhyme, rhyming, xvn. alt. of ferambe (two sylls.) 
used xvi-xvm in phr. echoing Juvenal’s crambe 
repetita (vii. 154) cabbage served up again. 

cramp1 violent contraction of the muscles, 
xrv. - (O)F. crampe - MLG., MDu. krampe 
- OHG. krampho, rel. to OS. kramp, (O)HG. 
krampf, sb. uses of an adj. meaning ‘bent’; cf. 
crimp. Hence cramp vb. affect with cramp; (in 
applications infl. by cramp1) compress, confine 
narrowly, xvi. 

cramp1 metal bar with bent end(s). xv. - MDu. 
krampe = OHG. krampho, MHG. kramphe, of 
the same ult. orig. as prec. 

cranberry fruit of the shrub Vaccinium oxy- 
coccos. xvn. First used in England for the 
imported American species, Vaccinium macro- 
carpon, and thence transf. to the native Euro¬ 
pean kind. Adopted by the colonists of N. 
America from G. kranbeere or LG. kranebere 
‘CRANE-berry’. 

crane large wading bird OE.; machine for rais 
ing and lowering weights (so Gr. geranos, L. 
grus battering-ram, F. grue, G. kran, etc.), xrv. 
OE. cran, corr. to MLG. krdn, kron, and MDu. 
erdne (Du. kraan), OHG. krano (G. kran 
machine), also (with k-suffix; cf. hawk, lark), 
OE. cranoc, cornuc, MLG. kranek, OHG. kranuh, 
-ih (G. kranich bird); IE. bird-name f. iniit. base 
*ger-, repr. also by L. grus, Gr. geranos. Arm. 
krunk, Lith. gamys heron, stork, gerve crane, 
OS1. zeravi, W. garan. Hence crane vb. hoist or 
lower with a crane xvi; stretch one’s neck xvm. 

cranium xvi. - medL. erdnium - Gr krdnion, 
rel. to kdrd head, and hence to the group 
of keras, L. cornu horn. The comb, form is 
cranio- (see -o ), as in craniology xix. Hence 
cranial xvm. 

crank1 portion of an axle bent at right angles. 
OE. crane in crancstsef weaver’s implement, rel. 
to crincan (rare), parallel to cringan fall in 
battle, of which the primary meaning appears 
to have been ‘bend up, crook, curl up’, hence 
‘shrink, give way, become weak’; cf. (M)HG., Du. 
krank sick, ill. Cf. cringe, crinkle. 

crank1 tbend, crook; fanciful turn of speech 
xvi; crotchet, whim; (orig. U.S., back-formation 
from cranky) eccentric or crotchety person xix. 
prob. ult. identical with prec. 
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crank* (naut.) liable to capsize, xvn (also cranke 
sided), perh. to be connected with crank adj. 

crabbed, awkward (xvm), infirm, shaky (xix), 
and crank'. 

cranky (dial.) sickly xvm; out of order; way¬ 

ward, cross-tempered; (colloq.) crotchety xix. 
perh. orig. f. cant fcrank (xvi) rogue who feigned 

sickness (see crank'), but infl. later by assoc, 

with crank*; see -y'. 

crannog ancient lake-dwelling, xrx. - Ir. cran 
nog, Gael, crannag timber structure, f. crann 
tree, beam. 

cranny xv. Earliest form cranye\ poss. based on 
(O)F. cran, cren(ne)late popL. crena notch, 

crape thin gauze-like fabric, xvn (earliest exx 
have crispe, crespe). - F. f crespe, crepe, sb. use of 
OF. crespe curled, frizzed (see crisp). 

crapulous grossly excessive in drink or food 
xvi; suffering from such excess xvm. - late L. 
crdpulosus, f. crdpula intoxication - Gr. krai- 
pale result of a drunken debauch; see -ous. 
crash1 dash to pieces xiv; make the noise of this 
xvi. imit. formation, perh. partly suggested by 
craze and dash. Hence as sb. xvi. 

crash* coarse linen, xix. - Russ, krashenina 
dyed and glossed linen. 

crasis blending of elements xvii; combination 
of two vowels in one xix. - Gr. krdsis mixture, 
combination, f. base of kerdnnunai mix. 

crass coarse, gross xvr, grossly stupid xvn. - L. 
crassus solid, thick, fat. So crassitude fthick 
ness xv; gross ignorance xvn. 

-crat repr. F. -crate, Gr. krates in aristocrate, 
democrate partisan of an aristocracy or demo¬ 
cracy (at the time of the French Revolution, 
passing into) member of the aristocracy, etc. 
The corr. abstr. sbs. end in -cracy, the adjs. in 

-craticial). 
cratch (dial.) crib, manger xm; wooden grating, 
hurdle xiv. ME. crecche (mod. dial, cretch) - OF. 
CRECHE. 

crate xvn. Earliest forms creat (xvn), erode 
(xvm); poss. introduced with imports from Hol¬ 
land; cf. Du. krat tailboard of a wagon, tbasket, 
fbox of a coach, of unkn. orig. 

crater mouth of a volcano xvn; hole made in 
the ground by an explosion xix. - L. crater bowl, 
basin, aperture of a volcano - Gr. krdttr bowl, 
lit. mixing-vessel 

cravat xvn. - F. cravate, appellative use of Cra- 
vate - G. Krawat, dial. var. of Kroat: see Croat. 
The early form of the cravat was copied from 
the linen scarf worn round the neck by Croatian 
mercenaries in France. 

crave fdemand OE.; beg for xu; yearn for xiv. 

OE. crafian, re!, to ON krqf request; the base is 

perh. that of craft, with the radical sense of 

‘force, exact’. 

craven defeated xm; poor-spirited, pusil¬ 
lanimous xiv; sb. xvi. ME. crauaunt, later 
crauaunde, cravand, perh. - clipped AN. form 
(cf. assign*) of OF. cravante overcome, van 
quished, pp. of cravanter crush, overwhelm - 
Rom. *crepantdre, f. crepant-, prp stem of L. ere 
pare rattle, burst; later assim. to pps. in -en8. 

craw pouch-like enlargement of the gullet in 
birds, xiv. - or orig. cogn. with MLG. krage. 

MDu crdghe (Du. kraag) neck, throat, gullet, of 
unkn. orig. 

crawfish see crayfish 
crawl xiv. ME crawle, superseding earlier 
creule, croule, of unkn. orig. 

crayfish fcrustacean xiv; fresh water crus¬ 
tacean xv; spiny lobster xvm. ME. crevisise), 
-es(se) - OF. crevis (mod. ecrevisse) - OHG. krebiz 
(G krebs) crab. Stressed orig. on the final syll., 
the word developed two types, (1) crevis, whence 
crevish, which became crayfish (xvi), and (ii) 
cravis which, through cravish, crafish (xvi), be 
came crawfish (xvn), which survives as the 
U S. form. 

crayon xvii. - F., f. craie chalk L. creta chalk, 
clay; see -oon. 

craze fshatter, crack xiv; fbreak down in 
health; impair in intellect (cf. cracked) xv. 
perh. - ON. *krasa (cf. Sw. krasa crunch). Hence 
craze sb. ferack, flaw xvi; fcrack-brain xvn; in 
sane fancy, mania xix. crazy unsound, liable to 
fall to pieces, ffailing in health xvi; of unsound 
mind xvn; see -y\ 

creak tcroak xiv; fspeak stridently or queru¬ 
lously xv; make a shrill grating noise xvi. orig. 
synon. with |crake (xrv) and croak, and of simi¬ 
lar imit. orig. 

cream oily part of milk xiv; best or choice part 
xvr, applied to purified preparations xvn. ME. 
creme (creym, craym) - OF. creme, craime, 
cresme (mod. creme), repr. blending of late L. 
cramum, crama (perh. of Gaulish orig.) with late 
L. chrisma chrism. 

crease sb. and vb. xv. In xvr xvn also creast, 
which was a frequent var. of crest; orig. 
crist, which was reduced to crease by assim. 
to the var. cress (xvi-xvii) of the vb., the mark 
of a fold being looked on as a ridge in the 
material. 

create xv. first as pp. created, extension (see 
-ed') of tcreat (xrv) - L. creatus, pp. of credre 
bring forth, produce, cause to grow, prob. rel. 
to crescere grow. So creation xiv. - (Q)F. - L. 
creative xvn. creator xm. - OF creat(o)ur 
(mod. createur) L. creator, -or-, creature 
xm. - (O)F. creature - late L. credtura 

creche public nursery for infants xix. - F., 
‘manger, crib’, ‘day nursery’ Rom. *creppia - 
Frank. *krippja crib. 

credence A. ftrust, confidence, credit; belief 
xrv. B. tassaying of food xv, fsideboard for 
dishes, etc. xvi; (eccl.) in full credence table, 
side table near an altar for holding vessels xix. 
- (O)F. credence - medL. credentia (whence It. 
credenza, the source of F. credence in the senses 
under B above), f. credens, credent-, prp of L 
credere believe; see -ence. So credential recom 
mending or entitling to credit, esp. in letters ere 
dential, c. letters xvi; sb. pi. xvn. - medL. cre¬ 
dentialis, see -ial. credible believable, reliable 
xiv. - L. credibilis, see ible. So credibility 
xvi. - medL. credit faith, trust; (favourable) re¬ 
pute; power based on confidence; confidence in 
or reputation of solvency xvi; sum at one’s dis 
posal in a bank xvn; acknowledgement of pay 
ment (hence fig. phr. give a person credit for) 
xviii. - F. credit - It. credito or L. creditum thing 
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entrusted to one, loan, n. pp. of credere. Hence, 
or f. pp. credit- of credere, credit vb. put trust 
in; fdo credit to xvi; enter on the credit side of 
an account xvii; ascribe to xix. So creditor xv. - 
AN. creditour, (O)F. crediteur - L. creditor, see 
-or'. 

credo creed, xu. 1st pers. pres. sg. ind. of L. 
credere believe. So credulous ready (now over¬ 
ready) to believe, xvi. f. L. credulus\ see -ulous. 

credulity fbelief, credence xv; over-readiness 
to believe. - (O)F. - L. 

creed OE. credo - L. credo I believe (with cogns. 
in Indo-Iranian and Celtic), the first word of the 
Apostles’ and the Nicene Creeds in the Latin 
versions. 

creek A. narrow inlet in a coast xm; arm or 
branch of a river (esp. in non-British use) xvi; 
B. chink, comer, nook xm. (i) ME. crike - ON. 
kriki chink, nook (in handarkriki armpit), 
whence also (O)F. crique, which may be partly 
a source of the Eng. word; (ii) ME. creke, either 
- MDu. creke (Du. kreek creek, bay), or by 
lengthening of i in crike; ult. orig. unkn. (a stem 
with i occurs in ON. krikar m. pi. groin), 

creel large wicker basket, xv. orig. Sc., of unkn. 
orig. 

creep move forward with the body prone and 
close to the ground OE.; move forward cau¬ 
tiously or slowly xn; grow along the ground, a 
wall, etc. xvi. OE. creopan str. vb. = OS. crio- 
pan, ON krjupa Gmc. *kreupan\ cogn. forms 
have u in the pres, stem, as OS. krupan (Du. 
kruipen, MLG. kriipen), rel. to cripple. Weak 
forms of the pt. are found as early as c.1300 and 
of the pp. in xv 

creese see kris. 
cremate xix. f. pp. stem of L. cremdre, or back- 
formation from cremation xvii. So crema¬ 
torium xix. 

crenate (nat. hist.) notched, finely scalloped. 
xviii. - modL. crendtus, f. L. crena notch; cf. next 
and see -ate2. 

crenellate provide with embattlements or em¬ 
brasures. xix (first in pp.). f. (O)F. creneler, f. 
crenel embrasure popL. *crenellus (medL. 
kernellus), dim. of late L. crena (see prec ). So 
cremellation xrx 

Creole (descendant of) European or Negro 
settler in the W. Indies, etc. xvii (criole) - F. 
creole, earlier criole - Sp. criollo, prob. - Pg. 
crioulo Negro born in Brazil, home-born slave, 
formerly of animals reared at home, f. criar 
nurse, breed L. credre create. 

creosote xix. - G. kreosote, f. Gr. kreo-, kreo-, 
comb, form of kreas flesh + sottr saviour, soterid 
safety, with ref. to the antiseptic properties, 

crepe transparent dress material, esp. in crepe 
de chine ‘China crape’, xix. - F., see crape. 

crepitation crackling noise xvii; (path.) sound 
accompanying breathing in lung disease, etc. 
xix. - F. crepitation - late L. crepitatio, -on-, f. 
crepitdre, frequent, of crepdre crack, creak, of 
imit. orig So crepitate xvn; see -ate*, crepitus 
(path.) crepitation, xix. - L. 

crepuscular pert, to twilight, xvn. f. L. cre- 
pusculum (evening) twilight, f. *crepus, creper 
dark, obscure; see -ar. 

crescendo (mus.) direction for increase in 
loudness, xvm. - It., prp. of crescere increase. 

crescent figure as of the waxing moon xrv; row 
of buildings in an arc xvm. ME. cressa(u)nt - 
AN. cressaunt, OF. creissant (mod. croissant) 
L. crescens, -ent-, prp. of crescere grow, increase. 

In xvii assim. to the L. form, which was already 
current in crescent adj xvi. See -ent. 

cress cruciferous plant with pungent edible 
leaves. OE. cressa, cresse, cxrse, cerse = MLG. 
kerse, MDu. kersse, korsse (Du. kers), OHG. 
kresso, kressa (G. kresse) WGmc. *krasj6n, 
-jan-. 

crest tuft or plume of feathers; top, ridge xrv; 
ridge of an animal’s neck xvi. - OF creste (mod. 
crete)L. crista tuft, plume, 

cretaceous chalky, xvn. f. L. cretdceus, f. crita 
chalk; see -aceous. 

cretin deformed idiot of the Alpine valleys. 
xvm. - F. cretin - Swiss F. creitin, crest in L. 
Christidnus Christian, the reprs. of which in 
Rom. langs. also mean ‘human being’ as dist. 
from the brutes. 

cretonne figured cotton cloth, xrx. - F., f. Cre¬ 
tan village in Normandy famous for linen 
manufacture. 

crevasse xix. - F.; see next, 
crevice xrv. ME. crevace, crevisse, later cre- 
ves(se), -ice - OF. crevace (mod. crevasse), f. crever 
burst, split L. crepdre crack, break with a 
crash. 

crew |military reinforcement xv; (armed) com¬ 
pany xvi; ship’s company xvn. Late ME. crue - 
OF. creue increase, reinforcement, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of croistre (mod. croitre) L. criscere 
grow, increase. 

crewel thin worsted yarn. xv. orig. crule, 
crewle, croole; of unkn. orig. 

crib rack for fodder, manger OE.; ox-stall; 
fwicker basket xrv; cabin, hovel xvi; child’s bed 
xvn. OE. crib(b) = OS. kribbia, OHG. krippa (G. 
krippe), beside OE. crybb (also repr. by crib 
in standard Eng.) = MLG. kriibbe, Du. krub. 
Hence crib vb. +feed as at a manger xv; con¬ 
fine narrowly xvn; pilfer, thieve xvm (prob. 
orig. thieves’ cant from the sense ‘basket’ of 
the sb.). 

cribhage card-game, a characteristic feature 
of which is the crib, which consists of cards 
thrown out from each player’s hand and be¬ 
longing to the dealer, xvn. of unkn. orig. 

crick painful stiffness in the neck. xv. of unkn. 
orig. 

cricket1 chirping house-insect, xrv. - (O)F. 
criquet tgrasshopper, cricket, f. criquer crackle, 
of imit. orig. 

cricket* game played with ball, bat, and wicket, 
xvi of uncert. orig.; perh. - OF. criquet stick 
used as aiming-mark in a ball-game, with which 
cf. Flem. krick(e) stick. 

crikey dial, and si. excl. of astonishment, xix. 
euphem. alt. of Christ. 

crime xrv. - (O)F. L. crimen judgement, 
accusation, offence, f. reduced form of base of 
cernere decide, give judgement; cf. discern. So 
criminal xv. - late L. crimindlis. 

crimp crumple, wrinkle. Sparsely evidenced 
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before xvii; prob. - (M)LG., (M)Du. krimpen 
shrink, wrinkle, shrivel = OHG. krimphan 
(MHG. krimpfen), rel. distantly to OE. (ge)crym 
pan curl, with which, though it would now be 
repr. by crimp, there appears to be no conti¬ 
nuity. Cf. CRAMP1. 

crimson xiv. ME. crem-, crimesin - medL. ere- 
mesinus, var. of kermesinus, or corr. Rom. 
forms, - Arab. (Pers.) kirmizi, f. kirmiz kermes 

cringe xin. ME. crenge, varying with crenche, 
corr. to OE. cringan, crincan fall in battle, Du. 
krengen heel over, and rel to ON. krangr weak, 
frail, kranga creep along, and MLG., Du., MHG. 
krenken weaken, injure, (M)LG., (M)HG. krank 
sick, ill, slight (see crank'). 

cringle ring or eye of rope. xvii. - LG. kringel, 
dim. of kring circle, ring. 

crinkle xiv (in pp. krynkeled, crenkled). fre¬ 

quent. f base of OE. crincan yield, orig weaken, 

cringe; see -le*. 

crinoid lily-shaped, xix. - Gr. krinoeidis, f. kri- 
non lily; see -oid. 

crinoline stiff fabric of horse-hair, etc.; stiff 
petticoat, xix. - F., irreg. f. L. crinis hair + linum 
thread, with ref. to the warp of horsehair and 
the weft of thread. 

cripple sb. OE. crypel, ME. crupel, corr. to OLG. 
krupii, also OE. creopel, ME. crepel, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. krepel, rel. to creep. Hence as vb 
XIII. 

crisis turning-point of a disease xv; vital or 
decisive stage in events xvn. - L. - Gr. krisis 
decision, event, turning-point of a disease, f. 
krtnein decide. 

crisp curly OE.; wrinkled, rippled xrv; brittle 
but hard or firm xvi. OE. crisp, crips - L. crispus 
curled. 

criss-cross A. -ffigure of a cross; talphabet xvi; 
B. transverse crossing (also adj., adv., and vb.) 
xrx. Early modEng. c(h)ris(se)-crosse, for 
Christscrosse figure of a cross, esp. as used in 
front of the alphabet in hornbooks and primers; 
in later sense usu. regarded as a redupl. for¬ 
mation on cross' with variation of vowel, 

criterion xvn. - Gr. krittrion means of judging, 
test, f. kritts judge. 

critic xvi. - L. criticus - Gr. kritikos, sb. use of 
adj. f. kritis judge, rel. to crisis; see -ic. So criti¬ 
cal xvi. f. L. criticus. criticism xvn. criticize 
xvn. critique criticism, esp. a critical review 
xvn. Later form of fcritidk) xvn, alt. after F. 
critique, the orig. source, which is based on Gr. 
(he) kritiki the critical art. 

croak vb. xvi. Preceded by synon. ferok (xm), 
with similar imit. formations, viz. OE. crxccet- 
tan, ME. ferake (xiv), fere/ce (see creak), tcrouk 
(xiv), tcraik (xv). 

crochet knitting with a hooked needle, xix. - 
F., dim. of croc hook (see crotch). 

crock' earthen pot, etc OE. croc and 
crocca, rel. to synon. Icel. krukka, and prob. 
further to OE. crog (= OHG. kruog, G. krug), 
OE. cruce ( = OS. kruka, Du. kruik, MHG. kru- 
che), Ir. crogan, Gael, crogian), W. crochan, Gr. 
krossos (:- *krdkjos). 

crock* old ewe xv; old broken-down horse; de¬ 
crepit person or thing xix. In earliest use Sc.; 

perh. of Flem. orig., cf. MDu. kraeke (Du. krak), 
Flem. krake, presumably rel. to crack. 

crocket tcurl; (archit.) small ornament on the 
inclined side of a pinnacle, etc. xvn; bud of a 
stag’s horn xrx. - var. of (O)F crochet crotchet 

crocodile xin. ME. coko-, cokadrille - OF. coco- 
drille (mod. crocodile) medL. cocodrillus, for 
crocodilus - Gr. krokodilos, for *krokodrilos 
’worm of the stones', f. kroke pebble-i-drilos 
worm. The present form, assim. to L.. appears 
xvi. 

crocus xvn. - L. - Gr. krokos, of Sem. orig. 
croft enclosed piece of land OE.; small agri 
cultural holding xvm. of unkn. orig. 

cromlech prehistoric erection of large unhewn 
stones, xvii. - W., f. crom, fern, of erwm bowed, 
arched + llech flat stone. 

crone withered old woman xrv; old ewe xvi. 
prob. - MDu. c(a)roonje carcass, old ewe - ONF. 
carogne carrion (also, cantankerous woman), 
which may be the source of the first sense, 

crony xvn. Earliest form chrony - Gr. khronios 
long-lasting, f. khronos time; orig. university si. 

crook trick, wile xn; hooked instrument; fclaw 
xm; shepherd’s staff, bishop s staff xrv; bend, 
curve xv. ME. crok - ON. krdkr hook, bend. 
Hence crook vb. bend, curve xii. 

crooked not straight (lit. and fig ), xm. f. crook 

sb. + -ed*, prob. after ON. krokottr crooked, 
winding, cunning. 

croon (dial.) bellow, roar, rumble xrv; utter a 
low murmuring sound xvm. north. Eng. and Sc. 
croyne, crune - MLG., MDu. kronen lament, 
mourn, groan (Du. kreunen groan, whimper), of 
imit. orig. 

crop A. bird’s craw OE.; B. thead of a plant OE.; 
top of an object xv; upper part of a whip xvi 
(hence, whipstock with a handle and loop xix); 
C. produce of plants used for food xm. OE. 
crop{p), corr. to MLG., MDu. kropp, (O)HG. 
kropf, ON. kroppr, further relations uncert. 
Hence crop vb. lop, poll xm; pluck, pull xrv; 
raise a crop on, bear a crop xvi; come up to the 
surface xvii; whence a new sb. crop cropping 
(in various uses) xvii. 

croquet xix. Supposed to be - var. of F. crochet 
hook; see crochet, crotchet. 

croquette fried ball of potato, etc xvm (occas. 
croquet). - F., f. croquer crunch, of imit. orig.; 
see-ette. 

crosier, crozier feross-bearer to an arch¬ 
bishop xiv; bearer of a bishop’s pastoral staff, 
hence (through the phr. crosier('s) staff) the staff 
itself xrv. Two words have blended here, (i) - 
F. croisier cross-bearer, f. crois cross, (ii) - OF. 
crocier, crossier bearer of a bishop’s crosse or 
crook (OF. croce Rom. *croccia, f. *croccus 
crook). 

cross’ gibbet consisting of a vertical post with 
transverse bar; sign or symbol representing 
this, esp. in Christian use. Late OE. cros - ON. 
kross - OIr. cros - L. crux, cruc-, whence also 
OF. croiz (mod. croix), Sp. cruz, etc. The L. word 
is also repr. by OE. cruc, ME. crouch (whence 
crouched adj. wearing a cross, esp. in Crouched, 
later Crutched, Friars, earlier tcrossed freres). 
Hence cross vb. ferucify; set or lie in a 
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cross-position xiv (draw a line across xvm); 
mark with a cross; put or pass across xv; thwart, 
oppose xvi. 

cross* adj. lying or passing athwart; contrary, 
opposite; fcontentious xvi; out of humour, peev¬ 
ish xvh. Partly attrib use of cross', partly ellipt. 
use of cross* adv. 

cross* tadv. crosswise, and prep, across, xvi. 
Aphetic of across; the prep, survives in cross¬ 
country adj. (xvm). 

crotch fork or fork-shaped stake, branch, etc. 
xvi. perh. identical with ME. croche crook, 
crazier - OF. croche hook, etc., f. crocher, f. croc 
hook - ON. krokr crook. 

crotchet A. fcrocket xrv; hook (latterly techn.) 
xv; B (mus.) note in the form of a stem with a 
black head xv; C. whimsical fancy xvi. - (O)F. 
crochet, dim. of croc hook (see prec ); see et. 

croton xvm. - modL. - Gr krdton sheep-tick, 
castor-oil plant. 

crouch xrv. poss. - OF. crochir be bent, f. croc 
hook (see crotch). 

croup1 hindquarters, xm. - (O)F. croupe 
Rom. *croppa - Gmc. *kruppo, rel. to crop. 

croup* throat-disease with a sharp cough, xvm. 
f. croup vb. xvi, of imit. orig. 

croupier fsecond standing behind a gamester; 
raker-in of money at a gaming-table; assistant 
chairman at a dinner, xvm. - F., orig. one who 
rides behind on the croup, f. croupe croup'. 

crow' black carrion-feeding bird OE.; bar of 
iron with beak-like end xrv. OE. era we, coir, to 
OS. krdia (Du kraai), OHG. krawa, kra(ha) (G. 
krahe); f. next. 

crow* utter the cry of a cock. OE. erdwan, corr. 
to Du. kraaien, OHG. kra(w)en (G. krdhen). 
WGmc. word of imit. orig. The str. pt. is still 
prevalent in the proper sense, but crowed is used 
in the sense ‘utter joyful cries’. Hence crow sb. 
act of crowing xm. 

crowd press on OE.; tpush; press in a throng 
xrv; fill up with compression xvi. OE. crudan 
intr. push forward, orig. str. vb. corr. to MLG., 
MDu. kruden\ cf. OE. croda crowd. Hence 
crowd sb. dense multitude, xvi. 

crown circlet, wreath, etc., worn on the head 
xu; ftonsure; vertex of the skull xm; various 
coins, orig. bearing the figure of a crown xv; 
top, summit xvi. ME. c(o)rune (superseding 
OE. corona) - AN. corune, OF. corone (mod. 
couronne) L. corona wreath, chaplet - Gr. 
kordne anything bent (kordnis crown), rel. to 
curvus bent (see curve). So crown vb. xu - AN 
coruner, OF. coroner (mod. couronner) L. 
coronare\ cf. coronation. 

crowner see coroner. 

crozier see crosier. 

crucial cross-shaped xvm; that derides be 
tween rival hypotheses, decisive xix. - F., f. L. 
crux, cruc- cross'; see -ial. 

crucible vessel for fusing metals, xv (early 
forms corusible, kressibulle). - medL. crucibu- 
lum night-lamp, crucible, f. L. crux, cruc- cross'; 

perh. orig. lamp hanging before a crucifix, 
crucifer cross-bearer xvi; cruciferous plant 
xix. - ChrL., f. L. crux, cruc- cross'; see -ferous. 

So cruciferous bearing or wearing a cross xvii; 

(bot.) belonging to the Cruciferae (having petals 
crosswise) xix. cruciform cross-shaped, xvii. - 
modL. 

crucifix figure of Christ on the cross, xm. - 
(O)F. - late L. crucifixus, i.e. cruci fixus fixed 
to a cross. So crucifixion xvii. - late L. crucify 
put to death on a cross, xm. - (O)F. crucifier 
Rom. *crucificdre, repl. ChrL. crucifigere, i.e. 
crucifigere fix to a cross. 

crude in a raw state xrv; ill-digested, not 
matured xvi. - L. crudus raw, rough, cruel, see 
raw. So crudity xv. 

cruel xm. - (O)F. L. crudelis, rel. to crudus 
crude. So cruelty xm. - OF. crualte (mod. 
cruaute)Rom. *cruddlitds, for L. crudelitds. 

cruet small bottle or vial. xm. - AN. *cruet(e), 
dim. of OF. crue - OS. kruka (see crock'). 

cruise vb. xvii. prob. - Du. kruisen cross, f. kruis 
sb. (cf. cross'). So cruiser xvii. 

crumb sb. OE. cruma, corr. with variation of 
vowel to MDu. crume (Du. kruim), MLG., MDu. 
crome, (M)HG. krume, Icel. kria)umr, rel. to L. 
grumus mound, Gr. grumed crumb. The para¬ 
sitic b appears xvi. Hence crumb vb. super¬ 
seding tcrim (xv) - OE. gecrymman*krumjan. 
crumble vb. break into crumbs or little bits, 
xvi. 

crumpet xvii. of doubtful orig. 

crumple xvi. f. crump curve, curl up (xrv), rel. 

to cramp'; see -le*. 

crunch crush with the teeth, xix. var. of 
craunch (xvn), assim. to munch. 

crupper leather strap passing under a horse’s 
tail xm; horse’s hindquarters xvi. - AN. cropere, 
OF. cropiere (mod. croupiere) Rom. *crop- 
pdria, -eria, f. *croppa - Gmc. *krupp- crop; see 
-ER*. 

crural pert, to the leg. xvi. - L. cruralis, f. crus, 
crur- leg; see -al'. 

crusade military expedition for the recovery of 
the Holy Land from the Muslims xvi; gen. xvn. 
The earlier forms were (i) croisade (xvi) - F., alt. 
of earlier croisee by assim. to the Sp. form (see 
-ADE); (ii) crusado, -ada (xvi) - Sp. cruzada\ (iii) 
croisado, -ada (xvn), blends of (i) and (ii). Cf. 
cross'. The current form is first recorded xvm. 

crush tcrash, clash; compress with violence 
xrv; break down the power of xvi. - AN. crussir, 
corussier, OF. croissir, cruissir gnash (the teeth), 
crash, crack Rom. *cruscire, of unkn. orig. 

crust xrv. ME. crouste - OF. crouste (mod. 
croute)L. crusta rind, shell, incrustation, rel. 
to Gr. kruos frost, krustallos crystal, L. crudus 
crude, OHG. hrosa crust, ice, OE. hruse earth, 
ON. hrudr crust, scab. Hence crusted, crusty 
xrv. 

crustaceous that is or having a hard in¬ 
tegument; of the Crustacea, xvn. f. modL. cru- 
staceus, f. L. crusta crust; see -aceous. So 
Crustacea xix. - modL., n. pi. of the adj. 

crutch staff with crosspiece for an infirm 
person. OE. crycic) = OS. krukka, OHG. krucka 
(G. krilcke), ON. krykkja\ cf. crook. 

Crutched Friars see cross'. 
crux pi. cruxes, cruces tconundrum, riddle 
xvm; difficulty the solution of which perplexes 
xix. - L., ‘cross''; short for crux interpretum. 
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crux philosophorum torment of interpreters, of 
philosophers. 

cry call out (for); announce publicly; shout in 
lamentation xm; weep xvi. - (O)F. crier L. 
quirltare cry aloud, wail. So cry sb. loud utter 
ance. xm. - (O)F. cri. 

cryo- comb, form of Gr. kriios frost, icy cold, 
crypt xvm. - L. crypta - Gr kriipte vault, sb. use 
of fern, of kruptos hidden. Cf. grot. 

cryptic hidden, secret, xvn. - late L. crypticus - 
Gr. kruptikos, f. kruptos\ see prec. and -ic. So 
crypto- used as comb, form of Gr. kruptos 
hidden, as in cryptography secret manner of 
writing, xvn. - modL. cryptographia. So cryp¬ 
tographer XVII. 

crystal tice; pure quartz (resembling ice) OE.; 
piece of rock crystal, etc., xrv; highly trans¬ 
parent glass xvi; mineralogical form xvii. - 
(O)F. cristal - L. crystallum - Gr. kriistallos 
ice, f. krustainein freeze, kriios frost. So crystal¬ 
line xrv. - (O)F. cristallin - L. - Gr.; see -ine1. 
crystallize xvi. 

cub young of the fox, bear, etc. xvi. of unkn. 
orig. 

cubby-hole xrx. f. dial, cub cattle-pen, coop, 
crib, prob. of LG. orig. (cf. cove') 

cube xvi. - (O)F. cube or L. cubus - Gr. kiibos 
So cubic, cubical xv. cubism form of picto 
rial art in which the design is based on cubes 
xx. - F. cubisme. 

cubeb berry of the shrub Piper cubeba. xrv (qui- 
bibe). - (O)F. cubebe, \quibibe Rom. "cubeba - 
Arab, kababa 

cubicle fbedchamber xv; one of a series of 
sleeping-rooms xix. - L. cubiculum, f. cubdre re¬ 
cline, lie in bed; see -cle. 

cubit fforearm; measure of length derived from 
this. xrv. - L. cubitum elbow, distance from the 
elbow to the finger-tips. 

cucking-stool instrument of punishment con¬ 
sisting of a chair (sometimes in the form of a 
close-stool) in which the offender was exposed 
or ducked, xm. orig. varying with tcuckstool 
(xm); presumably f. fcuck void excrement - ON. 
*kuka, rel. to kukr excrement, 

cuckold husband of an unfaithful wife, xiii 
(cukeweld, later cokewold, cokwald, cocold). - 
AN. *cucuald, var. of OF. cucuault, f. cucu 
cuckoo + pejorative suffix -aid, -aud, -ault. 

cuckoo xm. - OF. cucu (mod. coucou), of imit. 
orig. 

cucumber Late ME. cucumer (xrv-xvn) was 
superseded by cucumber (xv), fcocomber, by 
assim. to OF. co(u)combre (mod. concombre) - L. 
cucumer. 

cud half-digested food of a ruminant. OE. cudu, 
earlier cwudu, cwidu what is chewed, mastic, 
corr. to OHG. quiti, kuti glue (G. kitt cement, 
putty) and rel. ult. to L. bitumen bitumen, pitch, 
Skr. jdtu resin, gum and further to ON. kvdda 
resin. 

cudbear dyeing powder prepared from lichen, 
xvm. f. var. Cudberit) of the name of Dr. 
Cuthbert Gordon, who patented the powder, 

cuddle xvm. perh. f. dial, couth comfortable, 
snug + -le\ But cf. tcull (xvi) fondle, var. of tcoll 
(xrv) aphetic - OF. acoler embrace. 

cudgel OE. cycgel, of unkn. orig. 
cue’ actor’s word(s) serving as a signal for 
another to enter or speak; (hence) hint, xvi (q, 
qu, quew, kew, cue), of unkn. orig. 

cue* pigtail; billiard-player’s stick, xviii. var. of 
QUEUE. 

cuff’tglove, miHen xiv; band at the bottom of a 
sleeve xvi; fetter for the wrist xvii. of unkn orig. 

cuff* strike with the fist or open hand. perh. 
imit. of the sound. Hence cuff sb. xvi. 

cuirass armour for the body (orig. of leather), 
xv. - F. cuirasse, fcuras, f-ace, perh. - It. co 
razza Rom. *coridcia, sb. use of fern, of L. 
coriaceus, f. corium leather (see -aceous). So 
cuirassier xvii. 

cuisine cookery, xvm. - F. cuisine kitchen, 
cookery L. coquina (cf. kitchen). 

cuisse, cuish thigh-piece of armour, xv. pi. 
cus(c)hes, cushies, cuisses, later forms of ME. 
cussues, quyssues (xrv) - OF. cuisseaux, pi. of 
cuissellate L. coxale, f. coxa hip. 

cul-de-sac (anat.) vessel, etc., open at only one 
end xvm; blind alley xix. - F„ lit. ‘bottom of the 
sack’. 

-cule terminal element (var. with -cue) repr. F 
-cule, L. -cuius, -a. -um, dim. suffix of all three 
genders. 

culinary xvii. - L. cullndrius, f. culina kitchen; 
see KILN, - ARY. 

cull select, pick xv; gather xvii. Earlier co(i)le 
and (rare) cuyl (xrv). - OF. coilli(e)r, cuiller, (also 
mod.) cueillir, repr. L. colligere (see collect*), 
Rom. *colgere. 

cullet refuse glass with which crucibles are re¬ 
plenished. xvii. Earlier collet neck of glass left 
on the end of a blowing-iron - OF. collet, dim of 
col, cou neck L. collum (cf. collar); but cf. F. 
cueillette rags collected for making paper, 

cully (si.) dupe, simpleton; man, mate. xvn. 
prob. orig. rogues’ cant; of unkn. orig. 

culm' (dial.) coal dust xrv; soot xv; anthracite 
xvm (hence geol series of shales containing an 
thracite xix). repr. earlier in colmie (xm), culmy 
(xrv) sooty; of unkn. orig., but presumably based 
on col COAL. 

culm* (bot.) stalk of a plant, xvii. - L. culmus, 
cf. HAULM. 

culminate xvii. f. pp. stem of late L. culminare 
exalt, extol, f. culmen, culmin- summit, acme; 
see -ate*. So culmination xvii. 

culpable guilty xrv; blameworthy xvii. ME. 
coupable - (O)F. L. culpabilis, f. culpare 
blame, censure, f. culpa blame; see -able. The 
sp. and pronunc. were later assim. to L. Hence 
culpability xvii. 

culprit in the formula ‘Culprit, how will you 
be tried?’, formerly said by the Clerk of the 
Crown to a prisoner who pleaded Not Guilty; 
the accused xvn; (by assoc, with L. culpa guilt) 
offender xvm. According to legal tradition, com¬ 
pounded of cul, short for AN. culpable guilty (cf. 
prec.), and pri(s)t (= OF. prest, F. pret) ready; it 
is supposed that, when the prisoner had pleaded 
Not Guilty, the Clerk replied with Culpable: 
prest daverrer notre bille, i.e. ‘Guilty: ready to 
aver our indictment’, and that this was noted in 
the form cul. prist. 
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cult xvn. - F. culte or L. cultus, sb. of action f. 
colere inhabit, cultivate, protect, honour with 
worship (see colony). 

cultivate xvn. f. medL. cultivare, -at-, f. medL. 
cultivus, in cultiva terra arable land, f. cult, pp. 
stem of colere; see prec., -ive, -ate*. So cul¬ 
tivation xviii, cultivator xvii. 

culture piece of tilled land; cultivation xv; cul¬ 
tivating of the mind, etc., xvi; intellectual train¬ 
ing and refinement xix. - F. culture (repl. earlier 
tcouture) or its source L. culture, f. cult-: see 
prec. and -ure. Hence cultural xix. 

culverin gun and cannon formerly in use. xv. 
- (Q)F. coulevrine, f. couleuvre snake Rom. 
*colobra, for L. colubra, beside coluber snake; 
see -ine'. 

culvert tunnel drain for water crossing a road, 
etc. xviii. of unkn orig. 

cumber tharass, overwhelm xm; burden, load 
xrv. prob aphetic of tacumber, encumber, but 
there are difficulties of chronology. Hence 
cumbersome fobstructive, harassing xrv; in¬ 
conveniently bulky or heavy xvi; see -some. 
cumbrous xrv. 

Cumbrian pert, to Cumberland or to the an¬ 
cient British kingdom of Cumbria, xviii f. 
medL. Cumbria, f. W. Cymry (cf. Cymric) OW. 
*kombrogi, pi. of *kombrogos fellow country¬ 
man, f. *kom- com + *mrog (W. bro) region (cf. 
mark1); see -ian. 

cummerbund xvn. - Hind. - Pers. kamarband 
‘waist-band’. 

cum(m)in xn. - OF. cumin, com in L. 
cumlnum - Gr. kuminon, prob. of Sem. orig. 

cumquat small variety of orange, xvn. Can¬ 
tonese var. of Chinese kin ku ‘gold orange’, 

cumulate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. cumulare, f. 
cumulus heap; see -ate*. So cumulative xvn. 
cumulus heap, accumulation xvii; (meteor.) 
cloud of rounded masses heaped one on the 
other xix. 

cuneiform wedge-shaped, spec, of the ele¬ 
ments of Assyrian and other inscriptions, xvn 
(cune(o)form). - F. cuneiforme or modL. cunei- 
formis, f. cuneus wedge (cf. coin); see -form. 
cunning learning, wisdom xrv; (arch.) ability, 
skill xiv; skilful deceit, craftiness xvi. perh. - 
ON. kunnandi, f. kunna know (see can*). So cun¬ 
ning adj. tleamed xm; able, skilful xrv; crafty, 
artful xvi. - ON. kunnandi. In both words the 
ON. suffix has been assim. to the native -ing‘ *; 
the sb. was perh. modelled on the adj. rather 
than derived immed. from ON. 

cup OE. cuppe - medL. cuppa, presumably dif¬ 
ferentiated var. of L. cupa tub, vat. ME. by- 
forms c(o)upe, cop(p)e repr. partly OF. cupe, etc. 
(mod. coupe), but there was some blending with 
the descendant of OE. (late Nhb.) copp = MLG., 
Du. kop, (O)HG. kopf head. Hence cupboard 
tsideboard (to hold cups, etc.) xrv; cabinet xvi. 

cupel vessel for assaying gold and silver, xvii. - 
F. coupelle - late L. cupella, dim. of cupa (see 
cup); assim. to the L. form. 

Cupid xrv. - L. Cupido, personification of cupidd 
desire, f. cupere desire, long for. So cupidity 
xv. - F. cupidite or L. cupiditds, f. cupidus, 
eagerly desirous, f. cupere: see -id', -ity. 

cupola rounded dome xvi; furnace for melting 
metals, orig. with a dome leading to the chimney 
xviii. - It. - late L. cupula little cask, small 
burying-vault, dim. of cupa (see cup). 

cupreous of copper, xvii. f. late L. cupreus, f. 
cuprum copper'; see -eous. 

cupro- used as comb, form (see -o-) of late L. 
cuprum copper'. 

cur watch dog, shepherd’s dog; now always, 
low-bred dog. xm. prob. orig. in cur-dog, perh. f. 
ON. kurr grumbling, kurra murmur, grumble, 
as if’growling dog’. 

Curasao liqueur flavoured with rind of bitter 
oranges, xix. - F. name of one of the Antilles 
that produces the oranges, 

curare substance obtained from plants, used by 
S. Amer. Indians to poison arrows, xviii. Also 
woorara (xviii), urari, (w)oorali, (wo)urali (all 
xix). - Carib. 

curate (arch.) one having the cure of souls xrv; 
assistant to a parish priest xvi. - medL. curdtus, 
f. cur a cure; see -ate*. Hence curacy xvn. 

curative xv. - F curatif, -ive - medL.; see 
-ATIVE. 

curator tone having a cure of souls xrv, 
guardian of a minor, lunatic, etc., xv; manager, 
governor, spec, as member of an academic body 
xvn. - AN. curatour, (O)F. curateur, or the 
source L. curator, -dr-, agent-noun f. curdre-, see 
CURE, -ATOR. 

curb' chain or strap passing under a horse’s 
lower jaw and fastened to the bit. xv. Early 
forms co(u)rbe, prob. f. tco(u)rbe vb. bend, curve 
(xrv) - (O)F. courberL. curvdre curve. Hence 
curb vb. put a curb on (a horse); restrain, check, 
xvi. 

curb* enclosing framework or border, xvi. f. 
curb' See also kerb. 

curd coagulated substance formed from milk, 
xrv. ME. crud(de), crod(de): the present form 
dates from xv, of unkn. orig., but Gael., (M)Ir. 
gruth curds have been plausibly compared. 
Hence curd vb. curdle xrv. curdle form into 
curd(s). xvi; see -le*. 

cure A. fcare, charge, office xm; spiritual 
charge, as of a parish xrv; B. (successful) medi¬ 
cal treatment xrv. - (O)F.L. cura. So cure vb. 
A. flake care or charge of xrv; B. ftreat medi¬ 
cally; heal xrv; preserve for keeping xvn. - 
(O)F. curer take care of, clean L. curdre care 
for, cure, f. cura. curable xrv. - (O)F. or L. 

curette surgeon’s small scraping instrument. 
xviii. - F. curette, f. curer (see cure) in the sense 
clear, cleanse’ + -ette. 

curfew ringing of an evening bell for the cover¬ 
ing or extinction of domestic fires; also transf. 
and gen. xm. - AN. coeverfu (mod. couvrefeu), f. 
tonic stem of couvrir cover + feu fire L .focus 
hearth. 

curia (Rom. antiq.) xvi, Papal Court xix. - L. 
curia division of the Roman people, its place 
of assembly, (hence) senate; of unkn. orig. So 
curial xv. - F. - L. 

curio xix. Shortening of curiosity, prob. sugges 
ted by the form of It. words, 

curious A. fcareful, studious; tingenious, 
skilled; eager to know or learn; B. fcarefully 
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or skilfully wrought xrv; finteresting xvn; 
exciting attention by being strange or odd xvn. - 
OF. curios (mod. curieux)L. curidsus (only in 
subjective sense) careful, inquisitive, f. cura 
care; see cure, -ious. So curiosity fcarefulness, 
attention xiv; eager desire to know, in 
quisitiveness xvi. 

curl twist or form into ringlets. First recorded 
(xiv) in pp. crolled, crulled, extended form with 
-ED1 of ME. crolle, crulle - MDu. krul (= MHG 
krol) curly, prob. rel. to MLG. krus crisp, curly 
(G. kraus curled). Hence curl sb xvn; whence 
curly (see -y') xvm. 

curlew tquail; wading bird with musical cry. 
xrv. ME. cor-, curlu(e) - (O)F. courlieu, var. of 
courlis, orig, imit. of the bird’s cry, but prob 
assim. to OF. courliu courier, messenger, f 
courre run (cf. current), lieu place L. locus 
(cf. local). 

curling Sc. game played on the ice with large 
rounded stones, xvn. perh. f. curl with ref. to 
the motion given to the stone; see -ing'. Also 
curler; whence prob. curl vb. xvm. 

curmudgeon miser, churl, xvi. Early vars. are 
cormogeon, curmuggion, curre-megient, of unkn. 
orig. 

currach (Sc. and Anglo-Ir.) small wicker boat, 
xv. - Ir., Gael, curach boat; cf. coracle. 

currant dried fruit prepared from a dwarf seed 
less grape of the Levant; transf. (xvi) to species 
of Ribes, popularly supposed to be the source 
of the Levantine currant, orig. (xiv) in pi. phr. 
raysons of coraunce (see raisin) - AN. raisins de 
corauntz, for OF. raisins de Corinthe grapes of 
Corinth (their orig. place of export), 

current flowing xiii; in circulation or vogue xv; 
in progress xvii. ME. cora(u)nt - OF. corant, 
prp. of courre L. currere run; see -ent. 
Also sb. stream xrv; course, progress (of time, 
etc.) xvi; (electr.) xvm. Hence currency cir 
culation, vogue xvn; medium of exchange 
xvm. 

curricle two-wheeled carriage, xvm. - L. cur¬ 
riculum racing-chariot, dim. f. currere (see 
prec.). In the orig. sense of ‘course’ the L. word 
curriculum has been adopted (xix) for ‘course of 
study or training’. 

currier leather-dresser xiv. ME. corier - OF. 
L. coridrius, f. corium leather, 

curry' rub down with a comb and brush xiii; 
dress (tanned leather) xv. - OF. correier 
arrange, equip, curry (a horse) Rom. *con- 
reddre, modelled on Gmc. *3araedjan, f. *30- y- 
-t- *raid- ready. Hence currycomb xvi. 

curry2 dish (esp. of rice) cooked with a prepa¬ 
ration of turmeric, xvi (carriel), xvn (carree). - 
Tamil kari relish with rice, Kannada kari. 

curse utterance consigning an object to evil; 
formal ecclesiastical censure OE.; evil inflicted 
by supernatural power xvi. Late OE. curs, of 
unkn. orig.; it has been referred to OIr. cursagirn 
I censure, chastise. Hence curse vb.; late OE 
cursian. 

cursive written in a ‘running’ hand. xvm. - 
medL. cursivus (in scriptura cursiva), f. curs-, 
pp. stem of L. currere run; see -ive. 

cursory xvii. - L. cursorius, f. cursor runner; 
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see prec. and ory2. So cursorily adv. xvi; see 
-LY2. 

curt short, terse xvii; so bnef as to be lacking in 
courtesy xix. - L. curtus cut short 

curtail fdock; cut short, xvi. orig. curtal(l), 
f. tcurtal horse with docked tail (xv) - F. 
courtault, -auld (mod. courtaud), f court short; 
assoc, at an early date with tail’. 

curtain sb. xiii. ME cortine, curtine, later 
curtain(e), -ein(e) - OF. cortine (mod. courtine) 

late L. cortina, used in the Vulgate (Exodus 
26: 1) to render Gr. aulaia curtain (f. aul# court), 
as if it was regarded as a deriv of L. co{ho)rt- 
court, whereas in classical L it meant caul 
dron’ and was hence applied to circular or 
arched objects. Hence curtain vb. xiii. 

curtana pointless sword used at English coro 
nations, xiii. - AL. curtana fern. (sc. spatha 
sword) - AN. curtain, OF. contain name of 
Roland’s sword, so called because it had broken 
at the point when thrust into a block of steel, f 
cort, curt short. 

curtilage area attached to and enclosing a 
dwelling-house, xiv. - AN. curtilage, OF. co(u)r- 
tillage, f. co(u)rtil small court, f. cort court; see 
-AGE 

curts(e)y xvi. var. of courtesy, formerly used 
in various senses of this, but restricted since 
c.1700. Hence as vb. xvi. 

curve fcurved xv; sb short for curve line xvn. - 
L. curvus, app. rel to Gr. kurtos curved, and fur¬ 
ther to circus circle, corona crown. So curve 
vb. xvn. - L. curvdre. curvature xv. - OF. or L. 

curvet special leap of a horse in the manege 
xvi. - It. corvetta, dim. of corva, early form of 
curva curve L. curva, fern, of curvus\ see prec 
and -ET. Hence as vb. xvi. 

cushion xiv. Two types are repr. in ME. by 
(i) quisshon, (ii) cushin - OF (i) coissin, cuis- 
sin, (ii) cossin, cussin, (also mod.) coussin a 
Gallo-Rom. form based on L. culcita mattress, 
cushion. 

cushy (si.) easy, comfortable, xx (orig. used in 
the British army in India), f. Hind. (- Pers.) kus 
excellent, charming, healthy, happy + y'. 

cusp (astrol.) entrance of a house xvi; point, 
apex xvii. - L. cuspis, -id- point, pointed weapon 
So cuspidate(d) sharp-pointed, xvn. - pp of L 
cuspiddre, see ate2. 

cuspidor (U.S.) spittoon, xvm. - Pg. cuspidor 
spitter, f. cuspir spit *conspuire, for L. con- 
spuere, f. con- (intensive) 4 spuere spit, 

cuss' (ong. U.S.) colloq. var. of curse. So cussed 
pp. used as adj. 

cuss2 (si.) person or thing regarded as an afflic¬ 
tion or a nuisance; (humorously) fellow, chap 
xviii. prob. orig. identical with cuss', but later 
regarded as short for customer. 

custard topen meat or fruit pie, thickened 
with eggs, etc. xv, dish or sweet made from eggs 
beaten up with milk xv*:. In early recipes vary 
ing with fcustade, also fcrustarde - AN *crus 
tade, f. cruste, OF. crouste crust; see -ade 

custody safe keeping xv; the keeping of an 
officer of justice; imprisonment xvi. - L. 
custodia, f. custos, custod guardian, keeper; see 
-y*. Hence custodian xvm 
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custom habitual practice xii; established 
usage; tribute, impost xiv; business, patronage 
xvi. - OF. custome, co(u)stume (mod. coutume) 
*costumne, for *costudne L. consuetudd, -din , 
f. consuescere accustom, accustom oneself, f 
con- + suescere become accustomed, f. sui g. sg. 
of refl. pron. ‘oneself. So customary liable to 
customs or dues, holding by custom xvi; ac¬ 
customed xvh. - medL. custumarius, f. custuma, 
f. AN. custume. customer fcustomary tenant; 
■{•collector of customs xiv; customary purchaser 
xv; (colloq.) person (to have to do with) xvi. 
ong. - AN custumer, medL. custumarius; in 
some senses newly f. custom, see -er1 

cut1 lot, in phr. draw cuts formerly cut. xm. of 
unkn. orig. 

cut2 make a way with an edged instrument into 
(an object), xm. The earlier dial. vars. cutte, 
kitte, kette point to an OE. *cyttan, f. *kut- (cf. 
Norw. kutte, Icel kuta cut with a little knife, kuti 
sb. little blunt knife). Hence cut sb. xvi. 

cutaneous xvi. - modL cutaneus, f. L. cutis 
skin; see hide', an, -eous. 

cute clever xvm; (U S.) attractive xix. Aphetic 
of ACUTE. 

cuticle epidermis, xvn. - L. cuticula, dim. of 

cutis\ see cutaneous. 

cutlass xvi. - F. coutelas, corr. to It. coltellaccio, 
repr. Rom. *cultelldceum, f. L. cultellus, dim. of 
culter COULTER. 

cutler xiv. - AN. cotillere, (O)F. coutelier, f. 
coutel (mod. couteau) knife L. cultellus, dim. 
of culter coulter; see -er2. So cutlery xiv. 

cutlet xvm. - F. cdtelette, OF. costelette, dim of 
coste (mod. cote) rib L. costa', assim. to cut2 sb. 
and -let. 

cutter ship’s rowing and sailing boat; small 
one-masted vessel, xvm. perh. f. cut'+ er'. 

cuttle cuttle-fish (xvi). Later OE. cudele, ME. 
codel, f. base of cod’, with allusion to its ink-bag. 
The unexpl. change of -d- to -t appears xv 
('cotul). 

-cy suffix corr. to F. -tie, t-cie, originating in L. 
da, -tia, Gr. -k(e)ia, -t(e)ia, f -k-, -t- + -ia, etc. -y*; 

occurs chiefly in -acy, -ancy, -cracy, -ency, 

-mancy. On the model of prophet)prophecy was 
formed idiocy from idiot, and thence secrecy 
from secret. The correspondence of agent and 
agency and consequently of lieutenant and 
lieutenancy gave rise to captaincy, chaplaincy, 
from captain, chaplain. The suffix is added to 
some words ending in t, as bankruptcy, baron¬ 
etcy, paramountcy. 

cyan(o)- comb, form of Gr. kuanos dark-blue 
mineral, kudneos dark-blue, in designation of 
certain bluish salts and minerals, as cyanogen 
(xix) - F cyanogene, so named from its entering 
into the composition of Prussian blue So cyanic, 
cyanide, etc. 

cybernetics theory of control and com¬ 
munication in animals and machines, xx. f. 
Gr. kubernttes steersman, f. kubernan steer, 
govern; see -ics. 

cyclamen xvi. - medL. cyclamen, for L. cycla- 
minos, -on - Gr. kuklaminos, perh. f kuklos 
circle, cycle, with ref. to its bulbous roots, 

cycle recurrent period of years xiv (only occas. 

before xvn); recurrent succession of things xvii; 
series of poems, etc., relating to a central event 
or epoch xix. - F. cycle or late L. cyclus - Gr. 
kuklos circle (see wheel). So cyclic xvm. - F 
cyclique or L. cyclicus or Gr. kuklikos. 

cyclo- comb, form of Gr. kuklos cycle, in: (i) 
scientific terms denoting circular or coiled 
forms or parts, e g. cyclostomatous, cyclostomous 
having a round sucking mouth, as the lamprey, 
(ii) names of inventions having circular parts or 
concerned with circles, e g. cyclometer in¬ 
strument for measuring arcs, apparatus for 
registering distance travelled by a vehicle, 
xix. 

cyclone orig. storm in which the wind takes 
a circular course xix; (hence) tornado; system 
of rotating winds, prob. intended to repr. Gr 
kukloma wheel, coil of a snake, f. kuklos cycle; 
cyclo me occurs as an early var. 

cyclopaedia xvii. Clipped form of encyclo¬ 
paedia (in Gr. form in the title of ‘Lucubra- 
tiones vel potius absolutissime KVKXonaiStia' 
by Joachim Fortius Ringelbergius, 1541). As 
the title of an English work it appears first in 
Ephraim Chambers’s ‘Cyclopaedia, or General 
Dictionary of Arts and Sciences’ (1728). 

Cyclops (Gr. myth.) one of a race of one-eyed 
giants, xv. - L. Cyclops - Gr. Kuklops ‘round¬ 
eyed’, f. kuklos (see cycle) + dps eye. 

cyder var. of cider. 
cygnet xv (signett). prob. - AN. *cignet, f. 
OF. eigne (mod. cygne) swan, latinized form of 
earlier fa'(s)ne medL. (Rom.) cicinus, for L. 
eyenus (in late MSS. cygnus) - Gr. kuknos; see 
-ET. 

cylinder xvi. - L. cylindrus - Gr. kulindros 
roller, f. kulindein roll. So cylindrical xvii. f. 

modL. cylindricus - Gr. kulindrikos. 
Cymric pert, to the Welsh or their language, 
xix. f. W. Cymru Wales, Cymry the Welsh, Cum¬ 
brian; see -ic. 

cynic sect of ascetic philosophers in ancient 
Greece, sneering critic, xvi. - L. cynicus - Gr. 
kunikos dog-like, churlish. Cynic (the appli¬ 
cation being derived from the gymnasium 
(Kunosarges) where they taught or from certain 
dog-like qualities), f. kuon, kun- dog (hound); see 
-ic. So cynical xvi, cynicism xvii. 

cynosure constellation Ursa Minor; ‘guiding 
star’ xvi; centre of interest xvii. - F. cynosure or 
L. cynosura - Gr. kunosoura, f. kunos, g. of kuon 
dog + ourd tail, 

cypher see cipher. 
cypress dark-foliaged coniferous tree. xm. 
ME cipres (assim. later to L.) - OF. cipres (mod. 
cypres) - late L. cypressus - Gr. kuparissos. 

Cyrillic of the alphabet used by Slavonic 
peoples in the Eastern Church, the invention 
of which is traditionally attributed to the 
Greek missionary Cyril (ix). xix; see -ic. 

cyst sac, esp. of morbid matter, xvm. - modL. 
cystis - Gr. kustis bladder, 

czar, tzar, tsar emperor of Russia, xvi. Russ. 
tsar , ult. repr. L. Caesar through the medium 
of Gmc., in which the word meant ‘emperor’ (cf. 
MLG. ke(y)ser, OHG. keisar, ON. keisari, Goth. 
kaisar). 
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dab1 (dial.) strike with a sharp blow xiv; strike 
with soft pressure xvi. Rare before xvi, when 
there may have been a fresh formation, but 
perh. in continuous use from early times; of 
imit. orig., but cf. dabble. 

dab* small flatfish, xv. of unkn. orig. 
dab* adept, expert, xvii. of unkn. orig. Hence 
synon. dabster xvm. 

dabble make or become wet by splashing or 
dipping, xvi. - Du.tdabbelen, or f. dab1 + -le3. 

dabchick xvi. The early forms dap-, dop-chick, 
and (later) dipchick suggest connection with OE. 
du/e doppa ‘pelicanus’, ME. doue\doppe, dyve 
dap (later diuedopper, -dapper), OE. dop ened, 
dop/ugol moorhen, and hence with the base 
*deup- *dup- (see deep, dip). 

dabster see dab8. 

da capo (mus.) direction to repeat from a cer¬ 
tain point, xvm. - It., da from, capo beginning 
(:- Rom. *capum, for L. caput head; see chief). 

dace xv (da(r)ce, darse). - OF. dars, nom. of dart 
dace (identical with dart). 

dachshund xix. - G., lit. ‘badger-dog.’ 
dacoit class of robber in India and Burma, xix. - 
Hindi dakait, f. ddkd gang-robbery, 

dactyl fdate (fruit); (pros.) the foot — -. xiv. - 
L. dactylus - Gr. daktulos finger, date, dactyl. So 
dactylic xvi. 

dad (colloq.) father; also daddy (see -y*) xvi; 

dad(d)a xvii. Cf. the series bab(by), baby, baba 
and mam(my), mam(m)a, and synon. Gr. tdta, 
Skr. tatd-, W. tad, etc.; perh. of infantile orig. 

dado cubical block of a pedestal xvii; lining 
along the lower part of a wall xvm. - It. dado 
die, cube (= F. de die2). 

daemon(ic) see demon, demonic. 

daffodil fasphodel; plant of the genus 
Narcissus, xiv. Alt. (with unexpl. d ) of daffodil 
(xv-xvii) - med L. affodillus, prob. a book- 
perversion of *asfodillus, var. of L. asphodilus, 
-elus ASPHODEL. 

daft fmild, meek xm; stupid xiv; crazy xvi. ME. 
daffte, repr. OE. gedaefte mild, gentle, meek 
Gmc. *3adaftjaz,f. *3adafti, f. stem *dab- of Goth. 
gadaban become, be fit (cf. OE. gedzeftlice fitly, 
suitably, gedaeftan make fit, prepare). The 
transition to the sense ‘stupid’ may have been 
assisted by ME. \daff (of unkn. orig.) simpleton, 
fool. See deft. 

dagger xiv. Has the form of an agent-noun in 
er1, and perh. f. ME. dagge(xiv) pierce, stab; but 
infl. by (O)F. dague (xm) - Pr. or It. daga, which 
has been referred to Rom. *daca ‘Dacian knife’, 
sb. use of fern, of Dacus Dacian, 

dago American Spaniard, xix (dego). alt. of 
Diego, Sp. equivalent of the name james. 

daguerreotype early photographic process, 
xix. - F. daguerreotype, f. name of Louis- 
Jacques-Mande Daguerre (1789-1851) the in¬ 
ventor; see -o- and type. 

dahlia xix. f. the name of Andreas Dahl, Swed¬ 
ish botanist; see -ia1. 

daily see day. 

dainty thonour, esteem; Hiking, pleasure; 
choice or delightful thing, delicacy, xm. - AN. 
dainte. OF. daintie, deintie L. dignitds, at- 
worthiness, worth, beauty, dignity. Hence 
dainty adj. fchoice, excellent; pleasing to the 
taste, of delicate beauty xiv; fastidious xvi. 

dairy xm. ME. deierie, dayerie, f. deie, daye 
female servant, dairy-woman OE. dxge 
kneader of bread = ON. deigja Gmc. *dai3jon, 
f. base of Goth, deigan knead; cf dough. See -ry. 

dais thigh table in a hall; raised platform for 
this. xm. ME. deis - OF. L. discus quoit, dish, 

in medL. table. Obsolete in Eng. use before 1600; 
the present use is due to revival since 1800 

daisy OE. daeges eage ‘day’s eye’; so named from 
its covering the yellow disc in the evening and 
disclosing it in the morning 

dale OE. dael n. corr. to OS (Du.) dal, OHG. tal, 
m. and n., ON. dalr m., Goth, dais m. or dal 
n. Gmc. *dalam n., *dalaz m., the relations of 
which are doubtful. Reinforced in ME. from ON. 

dally talk lightly xrv; sport, esp. amorously 
xv; trifle, spend time idly xvi. - OF. dalier con 
verse, chat, of unkn. orig. Hence dalliance 
talk; sport, amorous play xrv; frivolous action 
xvi. 

dalmatic (eccl.) wide-sleeved tunic slit up the 
sides, xv. - (O)F dalmatique or late L. 
dalmatica, sb. use (sc. vestis robe, prop, made of 
Dalmatian wool) of Dalmatic us pert, to Dal¬ 
matia; see -ic. 

dam1 barrier checking the downward flow of 
water xn (in mulnedam ‘mill-dam’). - (M)LG., 
(M)Du. darn, f. a base repr. also by OE. for- 
demman (ME. demme), OFris. demmen, Goth 
faurdamnjan dam up, close up; of doubtful orig 
Hence dam vb. xvi. 

dam3 fdame, lady xm; female parent xiv. var. 
of dame. 

damage (arch.) loss, detriment; injury, harm 
xrv; money value of something lost xv. - OF. 
damage (mod. dommage), f. dam(me) loss, dam¬ 
age, prejudice - L. damnum loss, hurt; see damn 

and -age. So damage vb. xrv. 
damascene pert, to the city of Damascus, fam¬ 
ous for its steel and its silk fabrics; also sb xiv. - 
L. Damascenus - Gr Damaskenos, f. Damaskos - 
Sem. name. Hence damascene vb. ornament 
(steel) by inlaying xix; earlier (xvi) in the form 
damaskene, later keen - F. damasquiner, f. 
damasquin - It. damaschino. Cf next and 
damson . 

damask in various names of natural and arti 
ficial products reputed to derive from Damascus 
(cf. prec.); orig. attrib. uses of the name (in ME. 
Damaske), in some uses absol. as sb., e.g. dam 
ask (cloth) xiv; damask plum, damask rose xvi; 
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\ da mask water, damask (steel) xvn; the colour 
of the damask rose xvi. 

dame tfemale head or supenor; as a form of 

address or title; fmother, dam xiii; (arch.) lady 

of the house xiv. - (O)F. L. dornina fern. corr. 

to dominus lord 

damn tcondemn xiii; doom to eternal perdition 
xrv; (in imprecations) xvi. - (O)F. dam tier - L. 
damndre orig. inflict loss upon, f. damnum loss, 
damage. Cf. condemn. Hence damn sb. the 
imprecation ‘damn!' xvu. So damnable xiv 

(rare before xvi), damnation xiii. damnatory 
xvii - L. 

damp vapour, (noxious) gas xiv; fog, mist; 
humidity; depression, discouragement, fstupor 
xvi. - (M)LG. damp vapour, steam, smoke = 
(O)HG. dampf steam; rel. to OHG. dempfen (G. 
ddmpfen) = OS. bithempian\ f. Gmc. *famp 
(rel. to *pump-, (O)HG. duft) Hence damp adj. 
fdazed xvi; fnoxious; slightly wet xvm. damp 
vb. xiv. dampen xvu; see -en“. 

damsel young unmarried lady xiii; young un¬ 

married woman (without implication of rank or 
respect) xiv; female attendant. ME. dameisele, 
damisel - OF. dam(e)isele (mod. demoiselle), alt. 
(after dame) of danzele, donsele GalloRom. 
*dominicella, dim. of dornina lady, dame. 

damson xiv. ME. dama(s)cene, damesene - L. 
damascenum (sc. prunum) plum of Damascus 
(see DAMASCENE). 

dance vb. xiii. - OF. dancer, (also mod.) dan- 
ser Rom *dansare. of unkn. orig. So dance 
sb. xiii. 

dandelion xv (dent de lyon). - F. dent-de-lion, 
rendering medL. dens leonis ‘lion’s tooth’; so 
called from the toothed leaves. 

dander temper, xix. of uncert. orig. 
Dandle Dinmont terrier from the Scottish 
border, xix. Name of a character in Walter 
Scott’s ‘Guy Mannering’ (ch. xxii ‘Dandy Din 
mont’s Pepper and Mustard Terriers’). 

dandle xvi. of unkn orig ; presumably f. a sym¬ 
bolic base *dand- *dond- denoting from- 
side-to-side motion (cf. F. se dandincr waddle. 
It. dondolare waggle). 

dandruff xvi. The first el. is obscure; the se¬ 
cond el., ruff, may be identical with late ME. 
rove, later ro(u)fe scurviness, scab - ON. hrufa 
or MLG., MDu. rove (Du. roof) rel to OE. hreof 
OHG. riob, ON hrjufr scabby, leprous. 

dandy beau, fop; the dandy the correct thing 
xvm; applied to various trim or handy objects 
xix First recorded from the Scottish Border; 
perh. a shortening of jack-a-dandy pert fellow 
(xvii); the source of dandy remains unkn., but 
it may be ult. identical with Dandy, pet form of 
Andrew. 

Dane native of Denmark xiii; breed of dog 
xvm. - ON Danir pi. (late L. DanT)\ superseding 
OE. Dene, which is repr. in Denmark (OE. Dene- 
mearc). So danegeld tax imposed c.1000. xi. - 
ON. *Danagjald (ODa Danegjeld), f. g. pi. of 
Danir Danes 4 gjald payment, tribute (cf. yield). 

Danelaw the Danish laws anciently in force 
over the part of England occupied by the Danes, 
(hence) the region itself. Late OE. Y)ena lagu 
Danes’ law’, ME. Denelawe, was modernized 

by Lambarde (1576) as Dane lawe, and taken up 
by historians of xix in the forms Danelage, 
-lagh, -law. 

dang xvm. euphem. alt. of damn suggested by 
hang! 

danger tpower of a master, dominion xm; 
■{•liability to punishment, etc.; -{-hesitation, 
reluctance xiii; liability to injury xiv. - AN. 
da(u)nger, OF. dangier Rom. *domniari- 
um, f. dom(i)nus lord, master So dangerous 
■{•difficult to deal with or please xm; treluctant 
to comply xrv; fraught with danger xv. 

dangle xvi. of symbolic formation; cf. NFris. 
dangeln, Sw. dangla, Da. dangle, parallel to 
Icel., Sw. ding la. Da. dingle, of similar meaning; 
see -le3. 

dank fwet, watery xrv; (injuriously) damp xvi. 
Implied earlier in the deriv. dank vb. (xm); prob. 
of Scand. orig. (cf. Sw. dank marshy spot, Icel. 
dokk pit, pool). 

dapper xv. - MLG., MDu. dapper heavy, power¬ 
ful, strong, stout (Du. dapper bold, valiant) = 
OHG. tapfar heavy, weighty, firm (G. tapfer 
brave), ON. dapr sad, dreary. 

dappled xrv. contemp. with dapple-grey, 
whence dapple sb., adj., and vb. (all xvi). of 
unkn. orig.; dappled varies xrv with pome lee 
(- OF. pommele ‘appled’), and the notion apple- 
grey’ is expressed in ON. apalgrdr, OHG. 
aphulgrd (G. apfelgrau). 

dare pt. durst, pt. and pp. dared have boldness 
or courage (to dare) OE; trans. senses with a 
plain object appear xvi. A preterite-present verb 
(cf. can3), OE. durran, corr. to OS. gidurran, 
OHG. giturran, Goth. gadaursan\ f. the Gmc. 
series *ders- *dars- *durs- IE. *dhers- *dhors- 
*dhrs-, whence Skr. dhrs, perf. dadharsa be 
bold, Gr. tharsein be bold, thrasus bold, OS1. 
driizati be bold. 

dark OE. deorc, prob. f. Gmc. base *derk- *dark-, 
whence also OHG. tarkenen conceal, hide (:- 
*darknjan). Hence darken xm (rare in ME.); 
see -EN®. darkling in the dark xv; being, lying, 
etc., in darkness xvm; see ling3. Whence as a 
back-formation darkle xv. 

darling OE. deorling; see dear and -ling'. 
darn1 mend (clothes) with yarn or thread, xvi. 
poss. a use of darn, later form of idem conceal, 
hide (OE. diernan); cf. MDu. dernen stop holes 
in (a dike). 

darn2 darned, darnation. Earliest in darn 
adv. (late xvm), used as an intensive, which Noah 
Webster identified with idem (OE. d(i)erne) ‘con 
cealed’, later ‘dark, drear, dim’, as in the phr. 
dern and dismal, which presumably became 
darn(ed) dismal, cf. var. durn. When darn(ed) 
had become a mild substitute for damn, darna¬ 
tion would readily follow. Cf. U.S. tarnation sb., 
adj., adv. (xvm), which is prob. to be assoc, with 
the similarly used and somewhat earlier tarnal, 
aphetic form of etarnal, eternal. 

darnel the grass Lolium temulentum. xrv. prob. 
of NEF. orig., e.g. Walloon darnelle (var. -ette), 
which has been connected with words denoting 
giddiness and the like, the plant being so named 
from its stupefying properties. 

dart pointed missile to be hurled through the 
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air. xiv - OF. dart (mod. dard)Gmc. *daro6az 
spear, lance, repr by OE. darob, OHG. tart, ON. 
darradr. Hence dart vb. cast as a dart xrv; move 
swiftly xvii. 

dartre herpes, etc.; tetter, scab. xix. - (O)F. 
medL. derbita, of Gaulish orig. 

dash strike with violence (with many transf. 
and fig. uses) xm; move violently xrv; euph. for 
‘damn’ (partly from the use of a dash — in place 
of this word) xix. ME. dose he, dasse. prob. of 
imit. orig.; an appropriate base *dask- is repr. by 
Sw. daska. Da. daske beat, but no older Scand. 
forms are recorded. Hence dash sb. act of dash¬ 
ing xrv; stroke made with a pen, etc. xvi. 

dastard tdullard, sot; despicable coward, xv. of 
obscure orig.; prob. to be referred ult. to ME. 
dose, daze, but perh immed. based on ME. 
tdasart (xiv) dullard and fdasiberd (xiv), f. 
tdasi inert, dull + fterd beard, with infl. from 
DOTARD. 

data pi. of datum. 
date* fruit of the palm Phoenix dactylifera. xm. - 
OF. date (mod. datte)L. dactyl us (see dactyl). 
The application to the date-palm has reference 
to the finger-like shape of its leaves, 

date* time or period of an event, xrv. - (O)F. - 
medL. data, sb. use of fern, of datus, pp. of dare 
give. Derived from the L. formula used in dating 
letters, e.g. Data (sc. epistola letter) Romae, given 
or delivered at Rome, i.e. by the writer to the 
bearer. So date vb. xv 

dative (Sc.) appointed by the king or the com¬ 
missary; (gram.) case denoting ‘to’ or ‘for’, xv. - 
L. dativus pert, to giving, f. dat-, pp. stem of dare 
give; see -ive 

datum thing given or granted; chiefly pi. data. 
xvii. - L., n. pp. of dare give, 

daub coat with a layer of mortar, etc. xrv; lay on 
colours crudely xvii - OF. dauber L. dealbare 
whiten, whitewash, plaster, f. de- 3 + albus white. 
Hence daub sb. mortar, plaster xv; coarsely 
executed painting xvin. 

daughter OE. dohtor = OS. dohtar (Du. doch 
ter), OHG. tohter (G. tochter), ON. dottir, Goth. 
dauhtar Gmc. *doxter, earlier *dhukter IE. 
*dhugholer, whence also Skr. duhitdr-, Av. 
duybar, Gr. thugater, Arm. dustr, OS1. dusti, of 
unkn. orig 

daunt tovercome, tame xm; dispirit, abash xv. - 
AN daunter, OF danter. var. of donter (mod 
dompter) L. domitare, frequent, of domare 
TAME. 

dauphin title of the King of France’s eldest son. 
xv (daulphyn, dolphyn). - F. dauphin, earlier 
■\daulphyn - Pr. dalfin - medL dalphinus (vm), 
for L delphinus dolphin; orig. a title attached 
to certain seigneuries. Hence dauphiness xvi; 
see -ess1. 

davenport writing-table with drawers, xix. 
Supposed to be f the maker’s name, 

davit crane for hoisting an anchor, ship’s boat, 
etc xvii Formerly also David, and an appli¬ 
cation of that Christian name. Cf. F davier, the 
name of several tools, etc., alt. f. daviet. 

davy in full Davy lamp. Davy's lamp, miner’s 
safety lamp invented by Sir Humphrey Davy 
(1778-1829), natural philosopher xix 

Davy Jones (naut. si.) spirit of the sea. sailor’s 
devil; Davy Jones’s locker, grave of those who 
perish at sea. xviii. The allusion is unkn. 

daw jackdaw; fsimpleton; (Sc.) sluggard, slut 
xv. prob. to be referred to an OE. *ddwe, rel. to 
OHG. tdha (G. dial, tach), beside MHG. dahele 
(G. dahle, dohle). 

dawdle xvii. prob of dial. orig. (there are vars 
daddle, daidle, doddle); see -le2. 

dawn vb. xv. Back-formation from dawning, ME. 
dai(3)ening, da(i)ning (xm), dawenyng (xiv), alt. 
of daiing, dawyng (OE. dagung, f. dagian grow 
light) after Scand. (OSw. daghning, Sw., Da. 
dagning); see day, -ing1. Hence dawn sb. xvi. 

day OE. daeg = OS. (Du.) dag, OHG. tac (G. tag), 
ON. dagr, Goth, dags Gmc. *dajaz, beside 
which a gradation-var. *afdj- is repr. by OE. dogor 
(s-stem), Nhb daeg day, ON. daegr 12 hours, 
Goth, fidurdogs of four days. Hence 
daily adj. and adv. xv; see -ly1*2. 

daze benumb the senses of. xiv. First in pp. 
dosed - ON. pp. dasadr weary or exhausted from 
cold or exertion (cf. Icel. dasask refl. become 
exhausted, dasi lazy fellow, Sw. dasa lie idle), 

dazzle flose distinctness of vision xv; confuse 
the vision of xvi. Late ME. dasele, f. dose daze 

+ -LE*. 

de- repr. (often through F. de ) L. de-, which is 
the prep, de down from, away from, off, aside, 
used in vbl. comps., as decrescere decrease, de- 
fendere defend. The earliest adoptions of such 
vbs. in Eng. were through F., as OF. decreistre, 
defendre: later adoptions were direct from L. 
infins. or pps. The meanings denoted are (1) 
down (from or to a place or state), as in depend, 

depress; (2) off, away, aside, as in decline, de¬ 

ter, (3) down to the bottom or dregs, (hence) 
completely, thoroughly, as in L. decoquere (see 
decoction); sometimes merely strengthening 
vbs., as in declare, denude; (4) with pejorative 
sense, as in deceive, deride; (5) by late L. gram¬ 
marians used uniquely in decompositus derived 
from a compound word, further compounded, 
whence decomposite, decompound in chem., bot ., 
etc.; (6) with the sense of undoing or reversing 
what is expressed by a vb., as in L. dearmare 
disarm, develare unveil, whence the formation 
of similar vbs. from sbs. to denote removal, as 
in deflower, despoil; a similar notion was ex¬ 
pressed by L. dis-, as in disjoin, and the use of 
this prefix, repr in Rom. by des-, was widely 
extended, and through F. de- (OF. des ) it be¬ 
came in Eng. adoptions identical with de- (cf. 
debate, develop). Hence (7) as a living for¬ 
mative de- forms vbs., with corr. sbs., (a) de 
noting removal or riddance, as fdebowel (xiv) 
disembowel, defrost (xx), dehydrate; (b) with 
privative or reversive force mainly from late 
xviii, as decentralize, decontrol, demagnetize. 

deacon OE. diacon - ecclL. diaconus - Gr. did 
konos servant, messenger, (eccl.) Christian 
minister (cf. diakonein serve). Hence deaconess 

xvi. 
dead OE. dead = OS. dod (Du. dood), (O)HG. tot, 
ON daudr, Goth daubs Gmc. *daudaz 
*dhautos, pp. of base *dhau , repr also in OS. 
dbian, OHG. touwen, ON deyja die’. Hence 
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deaden xvn; see -en8. deadly adj. and adv. OE. 
deadlic, lice; see -ly* •*. 

deaf OE. deaf = OS. dof (Du. doof), OHG. toup 
(G. taub), ON. daufr, Goth, daufs Gmc. 
*daubaz. The IE. base *dhoubh- *dheubh- 
*dhubh- is repr. also by Gr. tuphlos blind. The 
pronunc. with a long vowel was still gen. cur¬ 
rent in xviii, and remains widely diffused dial, 
and in U S. Hence deafen xvi; see en8. 

deal' fpart, portion; quantity, amount. OE. 
dxl = OS. del (Du. deel), (O)HG. tell, Goth, dails 

Gmc. *dailiz, f. *dail--, see dole*. So deal vb. 
A. fdivide; distribute, bestow among a number 
OE.; deliver (blows) xm; B. ftake part in xii; 
have to do with xm. OE. dxlan = OS. delian, 
(O)HG. teilen, ON. deila, Goth, dailjan. Hence 
deal sb. distribution of cards xvn; transaction 
(orig. U S.) xix. 

deal2 plank, board of fir or pine xrv; wood of 
these xvn. Introduced through the Baltic trade 
in timber. - MLG., MDu. dele plank, floor, corr. 
to OHG. dil, dil(l)o, dilla (G. diele), ON. bilja, OE. 
pilleGmc. *pelaz, *peliz, *peljon. 
dean1, dene valley. OE. denu, rel. to den. 
dean8 head of cathedral or collegiate chapter 
xrv; supervisor of conduct and studies in a col¬ 
lege; president of a university faculty xvi. ME. 
deen, den(e) - AN. de(e)n, OF. d(e)ien (mod. 
doyen) late L. decdnus - Gr. dekanos one set 
over ten, f. deka ten. Hence deanery xv. 

dear tglorious, noble; regarded with esteem and 
affection; tprecious OE.; high-priced, costly xi. 
OE. deore, WS. diere = OS. diuri (Du. dier 
beloved, duur high-priced), OHG. tiuri (G. 
teuer), ON. dyrr Gmc. *deurjaz, of unkn. orig. 

dearth xm. ME. derp, f. der dear+th1; cf. OS. 
diurida (Du. duurte), MHG. tiurde honour, 
value, ON. dyrd glory. 

death OE. dead = OS. dod, OHG. tod (G. tod), 
ON. daudr, Goth, daupus Gmc. *daupuz, f: 
*dau- (cf. ON. deyja die1) + -th1. 

debacle breaking up of ice, sudden deluge; sud¬ 
den downfall or rout. xix. - F., f. debacler unbar, 
remove a bar, f. de- de- 6 + bacler bar. 

debar bar out, exclude xv; prohibit, prevent 
xvi. - F. debarrer, OF. desbarer, f. des- de- 6 
4- barrer bar. 

debark disembark, xvn. - F. debarquer, i. de-, 
des- de- 6 + barque barque. 

debase fabase; fdecry, vilify; lower in quality 
or character, xvi. f. de- 1,3+ base’. 

debate contention xm; dispute, discussion 
xrv. - (O)F. debat. repr. a Rom. deriv. of the 
vb. So debate vb. xiv. - (O)F. debattre Rom. 
*desbattere (see de- 6, battery). 

debauch fseduce from allegiance xvi; seduce 
from virtue or chastity xvn. - F. debaucher, OF. 
des-, f. des- de- 6 +an el. of unkn. orig. So de¬ 
bauch sb., debauchee, debauchery xvii. 

debenture voucher for a sum due xv; fcerti- 
ficate of a loan made to a government xviii; bond 
issued by a corporation acknowledging in¬ 
debtedness for interest xix. mod. use of L. de- 
bentur are owing or due, 3rd pi. pres. ind. pass, 
of debere owe (see debt), occurring as the first 
word of a certificate of indebtedness (xiv); there 
has been assim. of the final syll. to -ure. 

debility xv. - (O)F. debilite - L. debilitas, -tat-, 
f. debilis weak. See -ity. So debilitate xvi. f. 
pp. stem of L. debilitdre, f. debilitds, see -ate*. 

debilitation xv. - (O)F. - L. 
debit fdebt xv; entry of a sum owing xviii. - L. 
debitum debt; in the later sense - F. debit. 

debonair tgracious, courteous; genial, xm. - 
OF. debonaire (mod. debonnaire), prop. phr. de 
bon aire of good disposition, 

debouch emerge from a narrow into a wider 
space, xviii. - F. deboucher, f. de- 6+bouche 
mouth (:- L. bucca). 

debris xvm. - F. debris, f. debriser break down 
or up, f. de- 1 + briser break, 

debt xm. ME. det(te) - (O)F. detteRom. *debita, 
feminized pi. of L. debitum, pp. n. of debere, f. 
de- 6+habire have. From xm to xvi spelt debte 
in F., whence debt in Eng. from xvi onwards. So 
debtor xm. - OF. det(t)or, -ourL. debitor, -or-\ 
see -or1. 

debunk (orig. U.S. si.) remove the humbug and 
pretence from. xx. f. de- 7 + bunk8. 

debut entry into society, xvm. - F., f. debater 
make the first stroke in a game, f. de- + but goal, 

deca- repr. Gr. deka ten, as in decagon ten¬ 
sided figure (xvn) - modL. decagonum - Gr. 
dekdgonon (gonia angle); decasyllabic xix. 

decade group of ten, esp. of ten years, xv. - 
(O)F. decade - late L. decas, decad- - Gr. dekds, 
f. deka ten. See -ad. 

decadence xvi. - F. decadence - medL. deca¬ 
dent ia, f. decadere decay. So decadent xix. 

decalogue the Ten Commandments, xrv. - F. 
decalogue or ecclL. deca log us - Gr. dekdlogos, 
orig. fern. adj. (sc. biblos book), f. deca- + logos 
saying. 

decamp break up a camp xvn; make off xvm. - 
F. decamper, earlier tdescamper, f. de- 6 + camp 
CAMP. 

decanal pert, to a dean; of the decani side. xvm. 
f. late L. decanus dean* + -al1. So decani dean’s 
side of the choir (opp. cantoris), xvm. g. sg. of. 
L. decdnus. 

decant pour off (liquid) so as not to disturb the 
sediment, xvn. - medL. decanthare, f. L. de- de- 

\+canthus angular lip of a jug - Gr. kdnthos 
corner of the eye. Hence decanter xvm; see -er1. 

decapitate xvn. f. pp. stem of late L. decapitare, 
f. de- 6 + caput, capit-\ see -ate8. 

decay xv. - OF. decair, by-form of decaoir, var. 
of dechaoir, decheoir (mod. dechoir)Rom. *de- 
cadere, * decadere, for L. decidere, f. de- 1 + cadere 
fall. Hence decay sb. xv. 

decease death, xiv. - (O)F. deces - L. decessus 
departure, death, f. pp. stem of decedere go away, 
depart, f. de- 2 + cedere go. Hence vb. xv. 

deceit xm. - OF. deceite, f. pp. deceit of decevoir 
deceive. So deceive tensnare, betray xm; lead 
into error xiv. - OF. deceivre, deqoivre L. de- 
cipere, f. de- 4 + capere take, seize; or - deceiv-, 
tonic stem of OF. deceveir (mod. decevoir) 
Rom. *decipere. So deception xiv. - (O)F. or 
late L. 

decelerate xix. f. de- 7, after accelerate. 
December xm. - (O)F. decembre - L. December, 

f. decern'ten, this being the tenth month of the 
ancient Roman year. 
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decennial pert, to a period of 10 years, xvii. f. 
L. decennium decade, f. decennis, f. decern 
ten + annus year; see -lal. 

decent tbecoming, fitting; modest, in good taste 
xvi; respectable; fair, tolerable xvm. - F. decent 
or L. decens, decent-, pp. of decere be fitting, rel. 
to decorous, dignity. So decency xvi. - L. de 
centia\ see -y*. 

deci- in the metric system, short for L. decimus 
tenth, f. decern ten, designating weights and 

measures that are one tenth of the standard 

unit. 

decide determine xrv; settle a question xvm. - 
F. decider or L. decidere cut off, cut the knot, 
determine, f. de- 2 + caedere cut. So decision 
xv. - (O)F. decision or L. decisid, f. decis-, pp 
stem of decidere. decisive xvii. - F. - medL. 

deciduous falling off at a particular season. 
xvii. f. L. deciduus, f decidere fall down or off, f. 
de- 2 + cadere fall. 

decimal proceeding by powers of 10; also sb. 
xvii. - modL decimdlis, f. decimus tenth, f. decern 
ten; see -al'. 

decimate exact tithe from; put to death one in 
ten of a number, xvii. f. pp. stem of L. decimdre, 
f. decimus tenth; see prec. and -ate* So deci¬ 

mation exaction of tithe xv; destruction of one 
in ten xvi. - late L. 

decipher reduce to ordinary writing, make out 
(a writing in cipher, etc ), xvi. f. de- 7 + cipher. 

deck1 tcovering; platform extending from side 
to side of a ship xv; pack of cards xvi. - MDu. dek 
roof, covering, cloak (cf. thatch); the nautical 
sense appears to be an Eng. development, since 
it does not appear for the Du. word till late 
XVII. 

deck1 tcover; clothe richly, array, xvi. - (M)Du. 
dekken cover = OE. peccan cover, roof over, 
THATCH. 

deckle in paper-making, contrivance to limit 
the size of the sheet, xix. - G. deckel cover, lid, 
dim. of decke covering (f. base of decken deck2); 
cf. -LE*. 

declaim xrv. - F. declamer or L. decldmdre\ see 
de- 3 and claim. So declamation xv. de¬ 

clamatory xvi. - L. 
declare fmanifest; state publicly or explicitly, 

xrv. - L. decldrare make clear, f. de- 3 + cldrdre, f. 
clarus clear. So declaration xiv, declaratory 
XV. 

declension xv. repr. (O)F. declinaison, f. de- 
cliner decline, after L. declinatio declination. 

decline turn aside, deviate (trans. and mtr.); 
bend or go down; (gram.) inflect xrv; turn aside 
or away from xv. - (O)F. decliner - L. dedindre, 
f. de- 2 + clinare bend, cogn. with Gr. klinein 
bend; cf. lean2. Hence decline sb xiv. So de¬ 
clination (astron.) xrv; f(gram ) declension xv; 
turning aside or down xvi. -L. 

declivity downward slope, xvii. - L. declivitas, 
f. declivis sloping downwards, f. de- 1 + clivus 
slope; see -nr. 

decoction liquor in which a substance has 
been boiled, xiv. - (O)F. decoction or late L. de- 
coctio. on-, f. pp stem of decoquere boil down, f. 
de 3 \ coquere cook; see -tion. Hence decoct 
fpp. adj. and vb. xv. 

decode xix. f. de- 7 + code. 
decollete cut low at the neck, xix - F , pp. of 
decolleter, f. de- 6 + collet, dim. of col collar L. 
collum neck. 

decompose separate into its parts; decay, 
xvm. - F. decomposer, f. de- 6 + composer com¬ 
pose. So decomposition xvii. 

decor theatre scenery, xix. - F., f. decorer 
decorate. 

decorate tadom xvi; deck with ornamental ac¬ 
cessories xvm; invest with an honour xix. f. 
decorate pp. (xv) or its source L. decor at us, -are 
beautify, f. dec us, decor--, see decorous and -ate*. 

So decoration xv. - (O)F. or late L. decorative 
xv. - F. decorous f. L. decor us, re!, to decens 
decent, decorum xvi. - L. 

decorticate strip the bark from. xvii. f. pp. 

stem of L decorticare, f. de- 6 + cortic-, cortex; 

see -ate*. 

decoy pool with netted approaches for the cap¬ 
ture of wildfowl, xvii. Evidence for the corr. vb. 
is earlier in Sc. (xvi) and in the gen. sense 
‘entice, allure’; but the sb. was no doubt prior, 
and perh. - Du. de kooi ‘the decoy’, with assim. to 
tdecoy gambling card-game (xvi), of unkn orig. 
Du. kooi, fkoye is a parallel development to 
MDu. kouwe, MLG. kaue - L. cavea cage. 

decrease grow less. xiv. - OF. de(s)creiss-, pres, 
stem of de(s)creistre (mod. decroitre) Rom. 
*discrescere, for L. decrescere, f. de- 6 + crescere 
grow. So decrease sb. xrv. 

decree ordinance, edict, xrv. OF. decre, var. 
of decret - L. decretum, sb. use of n. of decretus, 
pp. of decernere, f. de- 2 + cernere separate, 
distinguish, decide. So decree vb. xiv. 

decrement decrease, lessening, xvii. - L. de 
crementum, f. decre-, stem of decrescere de¬ 

crease; see -ment. 

decrepit xv. - (partly through F. decrepit xvi) 
L. decrepitus, f. de- 3 +crepitus, pp. of crepdre 
rattle, creak, of imit. orig. Hence decrepitude 
XVII. 

decretal adj. of a decree or decretal xv; sb. pa¬ 
pal decree xiv. - (O)F. decretal - late L. decretdlis 
(medL. decretales, sc. epistolae, papal letters con¬ 
taining decrees, decretdle decree), f. decret-, pp. 
stem of decernere decree. 

decry denounce by proclamation; disparage 
openly, xvii. f. de- 4 + cry vb. 

decuman (of a wave) very large, xvii. - L. decu- 
manus, var. of decimdnus of the tenth part, f. 
decimus tenth (cf. decimal); see -an. The appli¬ 
cation to waves rests on the belief that every 
tenth wave is greater than the others, 

dedicate devote to the service of a deity xv; 
assign to an end or purpose xvi. f. pp. stem of 
L. dediedre proclaim, devote, consecrate, f. de- 

2 + die-, weak var. of die- say (cf. diction); see 
ate*. So dedication xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

deduce fbring, convey; fderive; trace the 
course of; draw as a conclusion xv; fdeduct 
xvi. - L. deducere, f. de- 2 + ducere lead. So de¬ 
duct take away, subtract xv; fderive; ftrace out; 
deduce by reasoning xvi. f. deduct-, pp. stem of 
L. deducere deduction subtraction, abatement 
xv; fdetailed account; deducing a conclusion, in¬ 
ference by reasoning xvi. - (O)F. - L. 
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deed that which is done OE.; legal instrument 
in writing xrv OE. (Angl.) ded, (WS.) dxd = OS. 
dad, OHG. tat (G. tat), ON. dad, Goth, -dips 
Gmc. *dxdiz IE. *dhetis, f. *dhe- *dho- (see 
do'), deed poll deed made by one party only, 
so called because it is ‘polled’ or cut even, not 
indented, xvi. 

deem fgive judgement, judge; think, consider. 
OE. deman = OS. domian (Du. doe men), OHG. 
tuomen, ON. doema, Goth. (= Gmc.) domjan, f. 
*domaz doom. Hence deemster either of the 
two judges of the Isle of Man. xvn; see -ster. 

deep having great extension downwards; fig. 
profound OE.; penetrating xm; (of colour) in¬ 
tense; subtle, crafty xvi. OE. deop = OS. diop, 
diap (Du. diep), OHG. tiuf (G. tief), ON. djupr, 
Goth, diupsGmc. *deupaz, f. *deup- *dup- (see 
dip). As sb. deep water OE.; the deep the ocean 
(xiv). Hence deepen xvi, deeply xv; see -en8, 
-ly1. 

deer tanimal OE.; antlered ruminant xii. OE. 
deor = OS. dior (Du. dier), OHG. tior (G. tier), 
ON. dyr, Goth. *dius (in d. pi. diuzam) Gmc 
*deuzam IE. *dheusom orig. ‘breathing crea¬ 
ture’ (cf. the sense-development in animal), 
if rel. to OS1. duchu, dusa breath, Lith. dusti 
sigh. 

deface xrv. - F. + defacer, earlier deffacer, tor 
desfacer, f. de- 6 + face face. 

defalcate flop off, retrench, deduct xv; commit 
defalcation xix. f. pp. stem of medL. defalcdre, f. 
de- 2 + L. falx, falc- sickle, scythe; see ate8. So 
defalcation (-diminution, reduction xv; fraudu¬ 
lent monetary deficiency xvm. - medL. 

defame (Tender infamous; attack the good 
name of. xrv. ME. diffame, defame - OF. diffamer 
(also desf, defify) - L. diffamdre spread about 
as an evil report, f. dis- dif-, de- 6 +fama fame. 
So defamation xrv. defamatory xvi. - medL. 

default sb. xui. ME. defautfe) - (1) OF. defaute, 
f. defaillir, on the model of faute fault, faillir 
fail; (2) (O)F. defaut, back-formation on defaute. 
Hence default vb. xrv. 

defeasance (Sc.) discharge (of debt, etc.) xrv; 
(leg.) condition upon the performance of which 
an instrument is made void xv; annulment 
xvi. - OF. defesance, f. defesant, prp. of de{s)faire 
(mod. defaire) undo, f. de- 6+faire make; see 
-ANCE. 

defeat fundo, ruin, destroy xiv; frustrate, nul¬ 
lify xv; (disappoint, defraud; discomfit, van¬ 
quish xvi. ME. def(f)ete - AN. defeter, f. defet, 
OF. deffait, desfait, pp. of desfaire (mod. de¬ 
faire) medL. disfacere undo, mar. f. L. dis- de- 
6 +facere make, do'. Hence defeat sb. xvi. So 
defeatism, defeatist sb. and adj. xx. - F. 

defecate clear from impurities xvi; void the 
faeces xix. f. tdefecate pp. (xv) - L. defxcatus, 
-are, f. de- 6 +fxx, fxces dregs; see ate8. So 
defecation xvii. - late L. 

defect shortcoming, deficiency, xv. - L. defectus, 
f. defect-, pp. stem of deficere leave, desert, fail, f. 
de 2+facere make, do1. So defection failing, 
falling away. xvi. defective xv. - (O)F or late 
L. 

defend guard from attack; tward off, prevent, 
prohibit xm; vindicate (a cause, person) xv. - 

(O)F. defendre L. defendere ward off, protect, 
f. de- 2 + -fendere (only in comps.). So defendant 
xiv. - (O)F. defendant, sb. use of prp. oidifendre. 
defender xm. - AN. defendour, see -br*. 
defence, U.S. defense xm. ME. defens and de¬ 
fense, -ence - OF. defens and (also mod.) defense - 
L. (Rom.) defensum, defensa, sb. uses of n. and 
fem. pp. of defendere. defensible (-defensive; de- 
fendable, justifiable, xv. late L. defensibilis, f. 
defens-, pp. stem of defendere. 

defenestration action of throwing out of 
a window, xvii. - modL. defenestratio, -on-, f. 
de- 1 -{-fenestra window; see -ation. 

defer* put off, postpone, xrv. ME. differre, de- 
ferre - (O)F. differer defer, differ - L. differre 
carry apart, delay, bear in different directions, 
differ. Often spelt with diff- until xvii, but finally 
differentiated from the ult. identical differ, 

perh. partly by assoc, with delay. 
defer1 (-submit oneself, submit or refer (a mat¬ 
ter) xv; (-offer, proffer xvi; submit in opinion to 
xvii. - (O)F. deferer - L. deferre carry away, 
grant, report, refer (a matter), f. de- 2+ferre 
bear1. So deference xvii. Hence deferential 
xix. 

defiance declaration of hostilities xrv; chal¬ 
lenge to combat xv; setting at nought xvm. - 
(O)F. defiance (now only ‘distrust’), f. defier 
defy; see -ance. Hence defiant xix. 

deficient wanting in something, xvi. - L. defi- 
ciens, -ent-, prp. of deficere undo, take oneself 
away, fail, f. de- 2, 6-t-facere make, do'. Hence 
deficiency xvii. 

deficit xvm. - F. deficit - L. deficit there is want¬ 
ing, 3rd pers. sing. pres. ind. of deficere (see 
defect); formerly placed against an item in an 
account. 

defile* make foul or unclean, xrv. alt. of tdefoul, 
tdefoil, by assoc with synon. tbefile, OE. befylan 
(f. be-+fylan, f. ful foul). The earlier defoul 
(xm), of which there is an unexpl. var. defoil 
(xrv), was - OF. defio)uler trample down, out¬ 
rage, violate, f. de- 1 + fouler tread, trample 
Rom. *fulldre stamp, f. L. fullo fuller. Hence 
defilement xvii. 

defile1 narrow pass between mountains, xvn. 
orig. defile, defilee - F. defile, sb. use of pp. of 
defiler march by files, f. de- 2 + file file1. For the 
loss of the final syll. cf. assign1. 

define determine the limits of; state exactly 
what (a thing) is. xiv. - OF. definer - Rom. *defi- 
nare, for L. definire, f. de- 3+finire finish. So 
definite having fixed limits, xv - L. definitus, 
pp. of definire. definition, definitive xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. 

deflate xix. f. de- 6 + -flate of inflate. 

deflect xvii. - L. deflectere, f. de- 3 + flectere 
bend. So deflexion, deflection xvii. 

deform xv. - OF. difformer, de(s)former (mod. 
difformer, deformer) - medL. difformdre, Rom. 
*disformare, L. deformare, f. dis-, de- 6 + forma 
form. So deformation, deformity xv. 

defraud xiv. - OF. defrauder or L. defrauddre, 
f. de- 3 +fraudare cheat, f.fraus, fraud- fraud. 

defray (-disburse; discharge (expense), xvi. - 
(O)F. defrayer (tdeff-, tdesf), f. de- 6 + 1frai(t) 
(usu. pi. frais, tfres) expenses, cost medL. 
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fredus, fine for breach of the peace - Frank 
*fridu peace. 

deft fgentle, meek xm; skilful xv; neat, pretty 
(now dial.) xvi. ME. defte, var. of daft. 

defunct xvi. - L. defunctus discharged (from 
an office or obligation), deceased, pp. of defungi 
discharge, perform, finish, f. de- 3+fungi per¬ 
form (see function). 

defy frenounce allegiance to; (arch.) challenge 
to a contest; challenge the power of, set at 
nought, xrv. - (G)F. defier Rom. *disfiddre, f. 
L. dis-, de- 6 +fidus trustful, rel. to fides faith. 

Cf. DEFIANCE. 

degenerate that has declined in character or 
qualities, xv. - L. degenerdtus, pp. of degenerare 
depart from its race or kind, f. degener debased, 
ignoble, f. de- 2 +genus, gener- kind1. So de¬ 
generate vb. become degenerate, xvi. f. pp. 
stem of the L. vb.; see -ate2’8, degeneration 
xvii. - F. 

degrade reduce to a lower rank. xiv. - (O)F. de¬ 
grader ecclL. degraddre, f. de- 1+gradus 
rank, degree So degradation xvi. - (O)F. 
degradation or ecclL. degraddtid. 

degree step (now only her. in lit. sense); relative 
rank xm; unit of geometrical measurement xiv; 
musical interval xvii; unit of temperature 
xvui. - (O)F. degre Rom. *degradus, f. L de- 
1 e-gradus step, grade. 

dehydrate f. de- 7 + Gr. hudor, hudr- water + 
-ATE*. 

deictic pointing, demonstrative, xvii. - Gr. 
deiktikos showing directly, f. deiktos, vbl. adj. of 
deiknunai show, rel. to L. dicere say. 

deify xiv - (O)F. deifier - ChrL. deificare, f. deus 
god; see divine, -fy. So deification xiv. 

deign think fit, vouchsafe xm; condescend to 
give xvi. - OF. degnier, later degner, (also mod.) 
daigner L. digndre, -ari deem worthy, f. 
dignus worthy. 

deist one who acknowledges the existence of 
God but rejects revealed religion xvii. - F. 
deiste, f. L. deus god (see divine)-*--iste -ist. So 
deism xvii. 

deity xrv. - (O)F. deite - ChrL. deitas: see divine, 
-ity. 

deject feast down xv; depress in spirits xvi. f 
deject-, pp. stem of L. deicere, f. de- 1 yjacere 
throw. 

delaine light textile fabric, xix. Short for mus¬ 
lin delaine = F. mousseline de laine ‘muslin of 

wool’. 
delay put off till later xm; impede the progress 
of xiv. - OF. delayer, var. of deslaier, pre¬ 
sumably f. des- dis- + laier leave (of unkn. orig.). 
So delay sb. xhi. - (O)F. delai, f. the vb. 

delectable delightful, xiv. - (Q)F. delectable - 
L. delectabilis, f. delectare delight; see able. So 
delectation xiv. 

delegate person chosen to act for another 
xrv. - L. delegatus, pp. of delegare, f. de- 2 + legdre 
send on a commission (cf. legate). Hence del¬ 
egacy delegation xv; body of delegates xvii. So 
delegate entrust to another xvi; commission 
xvii. f. pp. stem of the above vb.; see -ate*, dele¬ 
gation xvii - L. 

delete fdestroy, abolish; obliterate, xvii. f. 

delet-, pp. stem of L. delere So deletion xvi. - L. 
deleterious xvn. f. medL. deleterius - Gr. de 
leterios, f. deleter destroyer, f. deleisthai injure, 
destroy; see -ious. 

delf(t) orig. Delft) ware, kind of glazed earthen¬ 
ware made at Delf, now Delft, in Holland xvm 

deliberate adj. xv. - L. deliberatus, pp. of 
deliberdre, f. de 3 + librare weigh, f. libra scales. 
So deliberate vb. tthink over, think carefully 
xvi. See -ate2'8, deliberation xiv. - (O)F. - L. 
deliberative xv. - F. or L 

delicate fdelightful, elegant, dainty; findolent, 
(fastidious xrv; fine, not coarse or robust xvi; 
finely sensitive or skilful xvi. - (O)F delicat or 
L. delicat us, of unkn. orig., but assoc, in sense- 
development with L. deliciae (see next); see -ate2. 

Hence delicacy xrv; concr. xv. 
delicious xm. - OF. delicious (mod. delicieux) - 
late L. delicidsus, f. L. delicia, pi. -iae, f. delicere 
allure aside, f. de- 2 + lie-, as in elicere elicit. 

delight sb. xm. ME. delit - OF., f. stem of deli- 
tier, etc. L. delectare allure, charm, frequent, 
of delicere (see prec.). The sp. with -gh- on the 
anal, of native words such as light dates from 
xvi. So delight vb. xm. - OF. delitier. 

delineate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. delinedre, f. 
de- 3 + linea line2; see -ate*. 

delinquent xvn. - L. delinquens, -ent-, pp. of 
delinquere be at fault, offend, f de- 3 4 linquere 
leave; see -ent. 

deliquesce dissolve by absorption of moisture, 
xvm. - L. deliquescere, f. de 34-liquescere, f. 
liquere be fluid; see liquid, -escent. 

delirium xvi. - L. delirium, f. delirdre deviate 
from a straight line, be deranged, f. de- 2 +lira 
ridge between furrows. Hence delirious xvm. 

deliver A. set free xm; disburden xrv; B give 
up, give over, surrender xm; C. give or send 
forth, utter xvi. - (O)F. delivrer Gallo-Rom. 
*deliberare, f. de- 3 4- liberdre liberate. So deli¬ 
verance xm. delivery handing over, fdeliver- 
ance xv; being delivered of a child; utterance of 
words xvi. - AN. delivree, sb. use of fern pp. of 
delivrer, see -y8. 

dell deep hollow or valley. OE. dell = MLG., 
MDu. delle (Du. del), MHG. telle Gmc. *daljd 
(cf. Goth ibdalja slope of a mountain), f. *dal- 
(see dale). 

Delphic pert, to Delphi on the slope of Mt. Par¬ 
nassus in Greece and the oracle of Apollo there; 
obscure and ambiguous, xvi. See -ic 

delphinium xvii - modL delphinium - Gr 
delphtnion larkspur, f. delphis, delphin- dol¬ 
phin; so called from the dolphin-like form of the 
nectary. 

delta triangular tract of alluvial land at the 
mouth of a river, orig. of the Nile, xvi Name of 
the fourth letter of the Greek alphabet. A, de¬ 
rived from Phoenician daleth (A) 

delude xv. - L. deludere play false, mock, f. de 
4 4- ludere play, f. ludus play, game. So delusion 
xv - late L. delusive xvn, delusory xv f 
deliis-, pp. stem of the vb. 

deluge sb. xrv. - (O)F. deluge, alt. of earlier di 
luvie - L. diluvium, rel. to lavere, lavdre wash. 
Hence deluge vb. xvn. 

delve dig, lit. and fig. (dial, and lit.). OE. delfan 
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str. vb. = OS. bidelban (Du. delven), OHG. bi- 
telban WGmc. *delb- *dalb- *dulb-. The weak 
form of the pt. appeared in xrv and of the pp. in 
xvi. 

demagogue leader of the people or of a popu¬ 
lar faction, xvn. - Gr. demagogos, f. demos 
people + agogos leader, f. agein lead. So dema¬ 
gogic xix. demagogy xvn. - Gr. demagogia, see 
-Y*. 

demand sb. xm. - (O)F. demande, f. demander 
(whence demand vb. xv)L. demandare hand 
over, entrust, f. de- 3 + mandare enjoin (see 
MANDATE). 

demarcation marking a boundary, orig. 
applied in the phr. line of demarcation to the 
division of the New World in xv between the 
Spaniards and the Portuguese, xvm. - Sp. de¬ 
marcation, f. demarcar mark out the bounds of, 
f. de- de- 3 + marcar mark; see -ation. Hence de¬ 
marcate vb. xix. 

demarche proceeding, xvn. - F., f. demarcher 
march, take steps, f. de- 3 + marcher march*. 

demean' tcarry on, manage xiii; conduct one 
self xiv. - (Q)F. demener lead, exercise, practise, 
(refl.) behave Rom. *deminare, f. L. de 3 + 
mindre drive (animals), orig. urge on with 
threats (L. mindri threaten). Hence de¬ 
meanour conduct, behaviour, xv. 

demean1 lower, humble, xvn. f. de- 4 + mean1. 

demented xvi. f. dementatus, pp. of late L. de 
mentore, f. demens, -ent-, f. de- 6 + mens, ment- 
mind; see -ed*. 

Demerara epithet of a kind of brown cane 
sugar orig. from Demerara in Guyana, xix. 

demerit tdesert, merit xrv; tsin, offence xv; ill 
desert, want of merit xvi. - OF. de(s)merite or L. 
demeriium, f. pp. stem of demereri merit, de¬ 
serve, f. de- 3 + mereri merit; in Rom. the prefix 
was taken in a pejorative or negative sense, 

demesne possession of real estate as one’s own; 
possession, estate xrv. - AN., OF. demeine, later 
AN. demesne, sb. use of adj. belonging to a lord, 
seigneurial, that is private property L. 
dominicus pert, to a lord or master (see 
dominical). 

demi- - F. demimedL. dimedius, for L. dimi- 
dius, used in comb, to denote things that are 
half the normal or full size, length, etc. 

demijohn large bulging bottle usu. in wicker 
case. xvm. prob. f. F. dame-jeanne, with early 
assim. to demi- and later to the proper name 
John, prop. ‘Lady Jane’. 

demi-monde class of women of doubtful repu 
tation. xix. - F., ‘half-world’ (Alexandre Dumas 
fils, 1855, who used the term for the kind of 
society midway between the conventional re¬ 
spectable life and the life of licence and vice), 

demise transfer of an estate xvi; transfer of 
sovereignty xvii; death (as occasioning this) 
xvm. - AN. * demise, sb. use of fern. pp. of OF. 
de(s)mettre (mod. demettre) dismiss, (refl.) 
resign, abdicate. 

demiurge creator of the world (in Platonism), 
xix (earlier in L. form). - ecclL. demiurgus - Gr. 
demiourgos handicraftsman, artisan, etc., f. 
dfmios public + *erg- work. 

demobilize disband (armed forces); also de¬ 

mobilization. xix. - F. demobiliser, -isation\ 
see de- 7, mobilize, abbrev. demob vb. xx. 

democracy xvi. - (O)F. democratic - late L. de¬ 
mocratic! - Gr. demokratid, f. demos people; see 
-CRACY. So democrat xvm. - F. democrate, f. 
democratic, after aristocrate. democratic xvn. 

demolish xvi. - demoliss-, lengthened stem of 
(O)F. demolir - L. demoliri, f. de- 1 + moliri con¬ 
struct, f. moles mass; see -ish1. So demolition 
xvn. 

demon inferior divinity, genius, attendant 
spirit; evil spirit, devil, xv. - medL. demon, L, 
daemon - Gr. daimon divinity, genius. In both 
senses repr. L. daemonium, Gr. dim. daimonion. 
So demoniac (one) possessed by an unclean 
spirit, xiv. - (O)F. - ChrL. demoniacal xvii. 
demonic xvii. 

demonetize deprive of standard monetary 
value, xix. - F. demonetiser, f. de- 7 + L. moneta 
money, see -ize. 

demonstrate tindicate, exhibit; make evident 
by proof, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. demonstrare, f. 
de- 3 + monstrdre show; see -ate*. So de¬ 
monstration xiv. - (O)F. or L. demonstrative 
xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

demoralize corrupt the morals of xvhi; lower 
the morale of xix. - F. demoraliser, see de- 7, 
MORAL, -IZE. 

demote reduce in rank or grade, xix. f. de- 7 + 
-mote of PROMOTE. 

demotic of the people; spec, of the popular form 
of ancient Egyptian character, xix. - Gr. de- 
motikos popular, f. demotes one of the people, f. 
demos people; see -ic. 

demulcent soothing, xvm. - L. demulcens, 
-ent-, prp. of demulcere soothe caressingly, f. de- 
3 + mulcere stroke, appease; see -ent. 

demur tlinger xiii; thesitate; put in a demurrer; 
make difficulties xvii. - OF. demourer, (also 
mod.) demeurer Rom. *demorare, for L. de- 
morari, f. de- 3 + mordri delay. The present sp. 
begins in xvi, superseding demo{u)re, and ap¬ 
pears to be based on demurrer. So demurrage 
tdelay; detention of a vessel beyond the agreed 
time; payment for this xvn. demurrer (leg.) 
pleading which stops an action xvi. - AN., sb. 
use of inf.; see -er*. 

demure t(of the sea) calm xrv; sober, serious 
xv; faffectedly or unnaturally grave xvii. perh. 
(with muting of e as in assign1, etc.) - AN. 
demure, OF. demore, pp. of demorer (mod. 
demeurer) remain, stay (see prec.), but infl. by 
OF. m(e)ur grave (mod. mur)L. mdturus ripe, 
mature. 

demy +(Sc.) half-mark; foundation scholar at 
Magdalen College, Oxford (L. semicommunarius 
one whose commons were orig. half that of a 
Fellow) xv; size of paper xvi. ellipt. uses of demi-, 
the sp. with -y being appropriate for the final 
position. 

den lair of a wild beast OE.; cave xm; (Sc.) dingle 
xvi. OE. denn, corr. to MLG., MDu. denne low 
ground, OHG. tenni (G. tenne) floor, threshing- 
floor Gmc. *danjam, *danjo\ rel. to dean1. 

denarius ancient Roman coin. xvi. - L. (ellipt. 
for denarius nummus coin containing ten 
asses), f. deni by tens, distributive of ten. 
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denationalize deprive of nationality, xix. - F. 
denationaliser, see de- 7, national, -ize. 

dendrite tree-like form in stone or mineral. 
xviii. - F. - Gr. dendrites pert, to a tree, f. 
dendron tree; see -ite. 

dene sandy tract by the sea. xm. The meaning 
suggests affinity with LG. dune and Du. duin 
sand-hill on the coast (see dune). 

dene-hole ancient excavation in SE. England 
and northern France traditionally attributed to 
the activities of the Danes, xviii. perh. repr. OE. 
*Denahol, f. Dena, g. pi. of Dene Danes + hoi 
hole; assoc, by later archaeologists with dene 
and den. 

dengue fever epidemic in E. Africa, etc. xix. - 
W. Indian Sp. - Swahili denga, dinga. Identified 
with Sp. dengue fastidiousness, prudery, 

denier twelfth of a sou xv; unit of fineness of 
silk yarn, etc. xix. - AN. dener, (O)F. denier 
L. denarius denarius. 

denigrate blacken, lit. and fig. xvi. - pp. stem 
of L. denigrare, f. de- 3 + nig rare, f. niger, nigr- 
black; see -ate*. So denigration xv. 

denim (formerly) kind of serge, (now) coloured 
twill cotton, xvii. orig. serge de Nim - F. serge de 
Nimes ‘serge of Nimes’, a manufacturing town 
in S. France. 

denizen inhabitant xv; foreigner admitted to 
residence xvi. ME. deynseyn - AN. deinzein, f. 
OF. deinz within (:- late L. de intus from within) 
-e-ein (:- L. -dneus). 

denominate xvi, f. pp. stem of L. denominare, 
see de- 3, nominate. So denomination naming 
xrv; appellation, designation; (arith.) class of 
one kind of unit xv; class, sort, sect (of in¬ 
dividuals) xvii. - (O)F. or L. denominative 
xvii. - OF. - late L. denominator (spec, in 
math.) xvi. - F. or medL. 

denote mark out, distinguish by a sign; in¬ 
dicate, signify xvii. - (O)F. denoter or L. de- 
notdre\ see de- 3, note. So denotation xvi. 

denouement xviii. - F., f. denouer (earlier 
des-), f. des- dis- + nouer L. noddre knot, f. no¬ 
dus node. 

denounce declare to be xiii; give formal in¬ 
formation of xiv; declare to be evil xvii; (after 
modF.) announce formally the termination of 
xix. - OF. denoncier (mod. denoncer) L. de- 
nuntiare give official intimation, f. de- 3 + nun- 
tidre make known, report. 

dense thick, crowded xv; stupid xix. - F. dense 
or L. densus. So density xvii. 

dent fstroke, blow xm; hollow made as if by a 
blow xvi. In the first sense, var. of dint, in the 
second, f' dent vb. xiv, which is prob. aphetic of 
indent. 

dental xvi. - medL. dentdlis, f. L. dens, dent 
tooth; see -al1. So dentifrice toothpaste or 
-powder, xvi. - F. dentifrice - L. dentifricium, 
f. dens, dent- -efricdre sub. dentine xix; see 
-ine4 dentist xviii. - F.; whence dentistry 
xix. dentition cutting of the teeth xvii; ar¬ 
rangement of the teeth xix. - L. dentitid. on-, f. 
dentlre teethe, denture set of (artificial) teeth, 
xix. 

denude xv. - L. denudare, f. de 3 + nuddre bare, 
f. nudus nude. So denudation xv. 

* deport 

denunciate denounce, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. de 
nuntiare denounce; see -ate*. So denunciation 

tproclamation xv; warning announcement; 
public condemnation xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

deny xm. ME. denie - tonic stem-form deni- of 
(O)F. denier, earlier deneier, denoier L. de- 
negare, f. de- 3 + negdre (see negation). Hence 
denial xvi; see al*. 

deodand chattel which has been the instru¬ 
ment of death forfeited to the crown for pious 
uses. xvi. - law F. deodande - AL. deodanda, 
-um, i.e Deo danda, -um that is to be given to 
God (d. of deus god, gerundive of dare give), 

deontology science of duty. xix. f. Gr. deon, 
deont- that which is binding, duty, n. prp. of dei 
it is binding, it behoves + -logy. 

depart fdivide into parts, distribute; fsunder, 
separate xm; go away xm; leave, quit xiv; die 
xvi. - (O)F. departir, tdes- Rom. *de-. *dis 
partire, for L. dispertire divide; see de- 2, dis- 1, 
and part. So department separately allotted 
province, division, or part, xviii. departure 

-(-separation; going away, setting out; devia¬ 
tion. xv. 

depend be suspended, be resultant or con¬ 
tingent upon. xv. - (O)F dependre - Rom. *de- 
pendere, for L. dependere, see de- 1, pendent. 

So dependant tdependency; dependent person, 
xvi. - F. dependant, sb. use of prp. of dependre 
dependent pendent xv; contingent xvi; sub¬ 
ordinate, subject xvn. orig. dependant - (O)F. 
dependant. So dependence -(dependency xv; 
dependent condition xvii. - (O)F. dependance. 
dependency dependence xvi; dependent 
country or province xvii; see -ency. 

depict represent in colours xvii; portray xvm. 
f. depict-, pp. stem of L. depingere; cf. pp. depictyd 
(xv, once), fdepict (xv-xvi) and see de- 3, 
paint. 

depilate remove hair from. xvi. f. pp. stem of 
L. depildre, f. de- 3 + pildre deprive of hair. So 
depilation xv, depilatory adj. and sb. xvii. 

deplete empty (orig. as by blood-letting), xix. f. 
deplet-, pp. stem of L. deplere, f. de- 6 + -plere fill. 

So depletion xvii. - late L. depletio, on-, repl. 
late L. depletura blood-letting, 

deplore xvi. - (O)F. deplorer or It. deplorare - L. 
deplorare, f. de- 3 epldrdre wail, bewail. 
Hence deplorable xvn. - F. or late L. 

deploy xvm. - F. deployer L. displicdre 
unfold. DISPLAY. 

deponent gram, xv; one who makes a de¬ 
position xvi. - L. deponens, -ent-, prp. of de- 
ponere lay aside, put down, deposit, (medL.) 
testify, f. de- 1 + ponere place, lay; see -ent. De¬ 
ponent verbs in Latin were regarded as having 
‘laid aside’ a passive meaning, 

depopulate flay waste; deprive of population, 
xvi. f. pp. stem of L. depopulare, ari, ravage, f. 
de- 3-t-populdre, ari lay waste (f. populus peo¬ 

ple), in medL. deprive of inhabitants, by assoc, 
with Rom. *dispopuldre (OF despeupier, mod. 
de-, whence dispeople xv). So depopulation 

xv. - L. 
deport A. tbear with, forbear, refrain xv; refl. 
comport oneself xvi; B. carry away or off xvii. 
In A - OF. deporter, f. de 3 + porter carry L. 
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portdre, in B - F deporter - L. deportdre (see de 
2). So deportment fconduct; personal carriage. 
XVII. 

depose put down from office, dethrone xhi; lay 
aside, lay down, remove xrv; testify (to), attest 
xv. - (O)F. deposer, based on L. deponere lay 
aside or down, deposit, entrust, f. de- 2 + ponere 
place; see pose'. So deposit sb. (- L. deposition, 
sb. use of n. of pp. of deponere) and vb. (- F. 
tdepositer or medL. depositare, f. L. depositum) 
xvn. depositary one with whom a thing is 
deposited xvn; place of deposit xvm. - late L. 
depositor iiis. deposition degradation, de¬ 
thronement xiv; giving of testimony on oath xv; 
taking down of Christ from the Cross xvi. - 
(O)F. - L. depository keeper of a deposit xvn; 
place of deposit xvm. - medL. depositor ium. 
depot place for military stores or troops xvm; 
depository; (U.S.) railway station xix. - F. depot, 
OF. depost - L. depositum deposit. 

deprave xrv. - (O)F. depraver or L. deprdvdre, 
f. de- 3 + prdvus crooked, perverse, bad. So de¬ 
pravity XVII. 

deprecate pray against; plead for the avoid¬ 
ance of. xvn. f. pp. stem of L. deprecarl, f. 
de- 2 + precdri pray; see -ate*. So deprecation 
xv. - L. deprecatory xvi. - late L. 

depreciate lower in value or estimation xv; fall 
in value or estimation (orig. U.S.) xvm. f. 
pp. stem of late L. depretiare (medL. -prec-), f. 
de- 1 + pretium price; see -ate8. 

depredation xv. - F. depredation - late L. de- 
prseddtid, on-, f. deprsedan, f. de- 3 +praedari 
prey; see -ation. 

depress fsubjugate xiv; press down; bring 
down in vigour or spirits xv. - OF. depresser - 
late L. depressure, frequent. L depress-, pp. stem 
of deprimere press down, f. de- 1 + premere press 
So depression (astron.) angular distance below 
the horizon, etc., xiv; lowering of condition or 
powers xv. - (O)F. or L. 

deprive xrv. - OF. depriver - ecclL. deprlvdre, 
f. de- 3 +privdre deprive. So deprivation xv. - 
ecclL. 

depth xrv. prob. based on ME. depnes deep¬ 
ness + -TH1; cf. MDu. diepde, (also mod.) -te, MLG. 
depede. OE. had diepe, etc. (:- Gmc. *deupin-), 
diopnes, see deep. 

depute xv. Partly - (O)F. deputer - L. deputare 
destine, assign, f. de 2+puta.re consider; partly 
based on depute pp. (xrv) - (O)F. depute, the final 
syll. of which was dropped as in assign1, etc. So 
deputation appointment, delegation xrv; body 
of deputed persons xvm. - late L. deputy xvi. 
var. of depute (see above) with final syll. re¬ 
tained; see -Y*. Hence deputize xvm. 

deracinate xvi. f. F. deraciner (OF. des), f. de- 
6+racine late L. radicina, f. L. radix, radic- 
root; see -ate8. 

derail xix. - F. derailler, f. de 2 + rail rail2. 
derange xvm. - F. deranger, OF. desrengier; 
see de-6, range 

Derby name of an annual horse-race founded 
in 1780 by the twelfth earl of Derby, (U.S.) bowler 
hat. xix. 

derelict xvn. - L. derelict us, pp. of derelinquere, 
f de- 3 + relinquere leave. So dereliction aban¬ 

donment xvn; reprehensible neglect (of duty, 
etc.) xvm. 

deride xvi. - L. deridere, f. de- 3 + ridere laugh 
(at). So derision xv. - (O)F. - late L. 

derive pass, and intr. emanate, take its origin 
xrv; trans. conduct (water) from a source into a 
channel xv; fconvey, direct; obtain from a 
source xvi. - (O)F. deriver or L. derivare, f. 
de- 2 + rivus brook, stream. So derivation 
origination, spec, of a word; deviation into a 
channel; (med.) withdrawal of morbid fluid, xv. 
derivative xv. - F. - L. 

dermat(o)- comb, form, varying with the 
shortened form derrno-, of Gr. derma, -mat- 
skin. 

derogate fabrogate in part; fdetract from, dis¬ 
parage; take away a part from xv; fall away from 
a standard xvn. f. pp. stem of L. derogdre, f. de- 

2 + rogdre ask, question, propose (a law). So 
derogation xv. - (O)F or L. derogatory xvi. - 
late L. 

derrick thangman; tgallows xvi; hoisting con¬ 
trivance xvm. f. surname of a noted hangman 
at Tyburn c. 1600. 

derring-do (arch.) feats of daring, xvi. Taken 
up from sixteenth-century prints of Lydgate’s 
‘Chronicle of Troy’, where derrynge do is mis¬ 
printed for orig. dorryng do ‘daring to do’. Its 
currency in mod. writers is due to Scott’s use of 
deeds of such derring-do (‘Ivanhoe’ xxix). 

derringer (U.S.) small pistol, xix. f. surname of 
the inventor. 

dervish Muslim ascetic, xvi. - Turk. dervi$ - 
Pers. dames, darvis poor, (sb.) religious 
mendicant. 

descant sb. xrv. orig. deschaunt - OF. deschant 
(mod. dechani) - medL. discantus part-song, re¬ 
frain, f. L. dis- asunder, apart + cantus song; 
see dis-, chant. The present form is due to 
partial assim. to L. So descant vb. xvi. prob. 
f. the sb. 

descend xm. - (O)F. descendre L. descendere, 
f. de- 1 + scandere climb. So descendant 
issue, offspring, xvi. - (O)F., prp. of descendre. 
descent xiv. 

describe xv. - L. describere write down, copy 
off, f. de- 1 + scribere write. So description xrv. - 

(O)F. - L. 
descry A. tproclaim, declare; tdisclose; fcry 
down, decry xiv; B. catch sight of, discern xrv. - 
OF. descrier cry, publish, decry. Sense B ap¬ 
pears to have arisen through identification with 
tdescrie (- OF. descrire) describe, which com¬ 
bined the senses of ‘write down’ and 'mark 
down, discern’. 

desecrate xvn. Formed with de- 6 as the anti¬ 
thesis of consecrate. So desecration xvm. 

desert1 worthiness, meritoriousness xm; action 
or quality deserving appropriate recompense 
xrv. - OF. desert, deserte, sb. derivs. of deservir 
deserve (obs. pp. desert, repr. Rom. *deservitus, 
for L. deservitus). 

desert* waste tract of country, xm. - (O)F. de¬ 
sert - ecclL. desertum, sb. use of n. of desertus 
abandoned, left waste, pp. of deserere sever con¬ 
nection with, leave, forsake. The L. pp. is the 
source of (O)F. desert adj., whence desert adj 
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(XIH), which is now apprehended as an attrib. 
use of the sb. 

desert* forsake, abandon, xv. f. fdesert pp. or - 
F. deserter, in OF. make desert, ult. f. L. desertus 
desert*. So desertion xv. - (O)F. - late L. 

deserve fbecome entitled to earn or claim xm; 
be worthy to have xiv. - OF. deservir (now 
dess-) L. deservire serve zealously or well, f. 
de- 3 + servire serve. So deservedly xvi. f. pp. 
deserved + -ly*. 

deshabille see dishabille. 

desiccate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. desiccare, f. 
de- 3 + siceare make dry, f. siccus dry; see -ate*. 

So desiccation xv. - late L. 
desiderate feel the want or loss of. xvii. f. pp. 
stem of L. desiderare, f. de- 1, 2 + base *sider-, as 
in considerare consider; see -ate* and cf. desire. 

So desideratum something wanting and 
desired, xvii. sb. use of n. sg. of the pp. of the 
L. vb. desiderative (gram.) expressing desire, 
xvi. - late L. 

design1 plan, scheme, purpose xvi; plan for a 
work of art xvii. Earliest forms des(e)igne, dis- 
seigne - F. tdesseing, fdes(s)ing (mod. dessein), 
f. fdesseigner (see next). 

design* A. point out, designate; B. plan, 
purpose, intend xvi; C. delineate, draw xvii. In 
form - F. designer indicate, designate, and L. 
designdre mark out, point out, delineate, depict, 
contrive, designate. All the meanings derive 
ult. from the L. word, but sense B has been 
affected by design1 and F. tdesseigner. sense C 
by F. dessiner, tdessigner (an alt. of desseigner 
after It. disignare). So designate -(-indicated xv 
(once), marked out or selected for office, ap¬ 
pointed or nominated xvii. - L. designdtus, pp. 
of designdre, f. de- 3 + signare mark, sign; see 
-ate*, designate vb. appoint or nominate for 
office xvm; point out, name xix. f. pp. stem of L. 
designdre, see -ate*, designation xiv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

desire vb. xm. - (O)F. desirer L. desiderare 
(see desiderate). So desire sb xiv. - (O)F. desir, 
f. the vb. desirous xiv. - AN. desirous, OF. -eus 
(mod. desireux). 

desist xv. - (O)F. desister - L desistere, f. de- 2 
+ sistere, redupl. formation on stare stand. 

desk xiv. - medL. desca, prob. based on Pr. 
desc{a) basket or It. desco table, butcher's 
block L. discus quoit, dish, disc; cf. dais. 

desolate left alone; deserted xiv; destitute of 
life, joy, or comfort xv. - L. desolatus, pp. of 
desoldre abandon, f. de- 3 +solus alone, sole*, 
see -ate*. So desolation xiv. - late L. or partly 
through (O)F. 

despair vb. xiv. f. despeir-, tonic stem of OF. 
desperer L. desperare (see desperate). So 
despair sb. xiv. - AN. *despeir, for OF. desespeir 
(mod. desespoir). 

despatch see dispatch. 
desperado tone in despair; desperate ad¬ 
venturer. xvii. refash, of the somewhat earlier 
tdesperate, sb. use of next (xvi), after Sp. words 
in -ado. 

desperate xv. - L. desperatus despaired of, pp. 
of desperare despair, f. de- 6 + sperare hope; see 
ate*. So desperation xrv. - OF - L. 

despise xm. f. despis-, pres, stem of OF. de¬ 
spire:- L. despicere, f. de- 1 + specere look, 

despite fscom; outrage, injury xiii; indig 
nation, vexation, spite xrv. - OF despit (mod 
depit) L. despectus looking down (upon), f. 
despect-, despicere (see prec ). 

despoil xiii. - OF. despoill(i)er, despuillier 
(mod. depouiller) L. despoliare, f. de- 6 + spo- 
liare (see spoil). 

despond lose heart or confidence, xvii. - L. de- 
spondere give up, resign, abandon, f de- 2 
+ spondere promise. Hence despondence, 

-ency, -ent. xvii 

despot lord, prince, ruler xvi; absolute ruler, 
tyrant xvm. - F. despote, earlier tdespot - medL. 
despota - Gr. despotes master, lord. So despotic 

xvii, despotism xvm 
desquamation scaling, peeling of skin. xvm. - 

F. desquamation or modL. desquamdtio, -on-, 
f. desqudmdre remove the scales from, f. 
de 6 + squama scale; see -ation. 

dessert course of fruit after dinner, xvii. - F. 
dessert m., desserte fern., pp. derivs. of desservir 
remove what has been served at table, f. des¬ 
ms- 2 + servir serve. 

destine vb. xrv. - (O)F. destiner - L. destindre 
make fast or firm, establish. Hence destination 

xv. - (Q)F. or L. destiny xrv. - (O)F. 
destitute -(-abandoned, forsaken, forlorn xrv; 
devoid of xv; bereft of resources xvm. - L. 
destitutus forsaken, pp. of destituere, f. de- 1, 
2 + statuere set up, place. 

destroy xm. ME. destru(i)(e), destr(o)ie - OF. 
destruire (mod. detruire)Rom. *destrugere, for 
L. destruere, f. de- 6 + struere pile up. Hence 
destroyer xiv. So destruction xiv. - (O)F. - L. 
destructive xv. - (O)F. - late L. 

desuetude xv. - F. desuetude or its source L. 
desuetude, f. desuescere, desuet- disuse, become 
unaccustomed, f. de- 6 + suescere be wont; see 
-tude. 

desultory shifting from one place or thing to 
another xvi; disconnected and irregular xvm. - 
L. desultdrius pert, to a vaulter, superficial, f. 
desuitor, f. desuit-, pp. stem of desilire leap down, 
f. de- 1 + satire leap; see -ory. 

detach xvii. - F. detacher, earlier + destacher, f. 
des- dis- l-fstem of attacker attach. So de¬ 

tachment XVII. 

detail in detail item by item; minute account 

xvii; minute part; (mil.) distribution in detail of 

the daily orders to the officers concerned, body 

detached for special duty xvm. - F detail, f. 

detailler (f. de- de- 3 + tailler cut up in pieces), 

whence detail vb. deal with in detail xvii; (mil.) 

XVIII. 

detain xv repr. tonic stem of (O)F. detenir (AN. 
detener) Rom. *detenere, for L. detinere, f. de 
2 + tenere hold. So detainer (leg.) detention 
xvii. - AN. detention xv. - F. or late L. 

detect tuncover, expose xv; expose the secrecy 
of xvi. f. detect-, pp stem of L. detegere, f. 
de- 6+tegere cover; after tdetect pp. (xrv). So 
detection xv. - late L. detective xix; first in 
detective police(man): hence ellipt. as sb. 

detent in clocks and watches, the catch which 
regulates the striking, xvii; (gen.) stop or catch 
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in a machine xix. - F. detente, earlier destente 
orig. mechanism in a cross-bow by which the 
string is released, f. destendre slacken, f. des- dis- 
(privative) + tendre stretch (see tend). 

detente easing of strained relations, xx. - F.; 
see prec. 

deter xvi. - L. deterrere, f. de 2 + terrere 
frighten. So deterrent xix. 

deterge wipe or clear away (esp. med ). xvn. - 
F. deterger or L. detergere, f de- 2 + tergere wipe 
So detergent adj and sb. xvn. 

deteriorate make worse xvi; grow worse xvm. 
f. pp. stem of late L. deteriorare, f. deterior worse, 
compar. of *deter-, f. de down (see de ) + compar. 
suffix; see -ate’. 

determine xrv. - (O)F. determiner - L. de 
termindre bound, limit, fix, f. de- 3 + terminare 
terminate. So determinant xvn, determina¬ 
tion xrv. 

determinism (philos.) doctrine that human 
action is necessarily determined, xix. - F. 
determinisme or its source G. determinismus 
(Kant, 1793), which may have been extracted 
from prdeleterminismus, if not directly f. de 
terminieren - L. deter minore (see prec.) + -ismus 
-ISM. 

detest fexecrate; have abhorrence of. xvi. - L. 
detestari denounce, renounce, f. de- 4 + testari 
bear witness, call to witness, f. testis witness; 
perh. partly back-formation from detestation 
(xv) - (O)F. - L. 

detonate xvm. f. pp. stem of L. detondre, f. 
de- 3 + tondre thunder (see -ate’); partly 
back-formation from detonation (xvn) 
- F. detonation, f. detoner - L. detondre. Hence 
detonator xix 

detour xvm. - F. detour change of direction, f. 
detourner (OF. destorner) turn away; see de- 2, 
TURN. 

detract xv. f. detract-, pp. stem of L. detrahere 
draw off, take away, disparage, f. de- 2 4- trahere 
draw. So detraction xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

detriment xv. - (O)F. detriment or L. detri- 
menturn, f. pt. stem detri- of deterere wear away, 
f. de- 2 + terere rub; see -ment. Hence detri¬ 
mental XVII. 

detritus fwearing away by rubbing xvm; (after 
F. detritus) matter produced by such action 
xix. - L. detritus, f. detri- (see prec.). 

deuce' two at dice or cards xv; (at tennis) the 
point at which each side has scored 40 and the 
game is a deux ‘at two’, i.e. when two successive 
points must be gained to win xvi. - OF. deus 
(mod. deux)L. duos acc. two. 

deuce* in imprecatory phr. fo deuce on, the (fa) 
deuce take, what the (fa) deuce, plague, mischief, 
(later) the Devil, xvn. - LG. duus = G. daus, 
prob. to be identified ult. with prec. as a dicer’s 
exclamation on making the lowest throw, viz. a 
two. 

deuterium (chem.) an isotope of hydrogen, 
symbol D. xx. f. Gr. deuteros (cf. next) + -ium. 

deutero- comb, form of Gr. deuteros second, 
also in the sense ‘secondary’, 

deutzia genus of shrubs, xix. f. name of J Deutz 
of Amsterdam; see -ia' . 

devastate xvn (rare before xix). f. pp. stem of 

L. devdstdre, f. de- 3 + vdstdre lay waste, f. vastus 
waste; see -ate’. So devastation xv. 

develop unfold, lay open (more fully), xvii (first 
as pp. developed; preceded by tdisvelop (xvi- 
xvm)). - OF. desveloper, mod. developperRom. 
vb. f. L. dis- 2 + *volup-, *velup- (ult. orig. unkn ). 
So development xvm. 

deviate xvii. f. pp. stem of late L. devidre, 
f. de- 2 +via way; see -ate’ So deviation xvii. 

- F. - medL. 
device plan, planning; pleasure, fancy xra, 
topinion; design, figure xrv; contrivance xrv. 
ME. devis, later devise, from xv device-, the pre¬ 
sent form is - OF. devis m.; devise is - OF. devise 
fern.; - Rom. den vs. of L. divis-, pp. stem of 
dividere divide. Cf. devise. 

devil the supreme spirit of evil; malignant being 
OE.; printer’s apprentice xvn; (highly seasoned) 
fried or boiled dish xvm. OE. deofol = OS. 
diubul, -al (Du. duivel), OHG. tiufal (G. teufel), 
ON. djQfull, Goth. diab(a)ulus. The Goth, forms 
were directly - Gr. didbolos prop, accuser, slan¬ 
derer, f. diaballein slander, traduce, f. did across 
-t-bdllein throw. The other Gmc. forms were - 
ChrL. diabolus (whence also (O)F. diable, etc.). 
Hence devil vb. tplay the devil xvi; grill, broil 
(with hot condiments) xvm; act as devil to a law¬ 
yer or writer xix. devilish xv; see -ish'. devilry 
xrv; after (O)F. diablerie. 

devious lying out of the way xvi; deviating 
from the direct way xvii. f. L. devius, f. de- 2 + via 
way; see -ous. 

devise' order, appoint xm; assign by will; plan, 
contrive xrv. - (O)F. deviser divide, dispose (of), 
design, contrive, discourse Rom. *divisare, f. 
divis-, pp. stem of L. dividere divide. 

devise* testamentary disposition, xvi. - OF. de¬ 
vise (see device) - medL. divisa, used for divisio 
division. 

devoid xv. orig. pp. (contr.) of tdevoid make 
void or empty (xrv) - OF. devoidier, -vuidier 
(mod. divider), f. de- 3 + voidier, vuidier void. 

devolve troll down xv; pass or cause to pass to 
or fall upon another xvi. - L. devolvere, f. de- 

1 + volvere roll (see volume). So devolution xvi. 
devote xvi. f. devot-, pp. stem of L. devovere, f. 
de- 3 + vovere vow. Hence devotee xvii. See -ee. 

So devotion xm. - (O)F. - L. 
devour xrv. f. devour-, tonic stem of (O)F. de- 
vorer - L. devordre, f. de- 3 + vordre swallow, 

devout xm. - (O)F. devot - L. devotus, pp. of de¬ 
vovere DEVOTE. 

dew OE. deaw = OS. dau (Du. dauw), OHG. tou 
(G. tau), ON dqgg Gmc. *dawwaz, -am, f. the 
base repr. in Skr. dhav flow, Gr. thein run. 

dew-claw rudimentary inner toe in dogs. xvi. 
prob. f. dew + claw, being so called because it 
touches only the dewy surface of the ground, 

dew-lap fold of loose skin hanging from the 
throat, xiv. f. dew + lap’, perh. after ON. 
*dQggleppr. 

dexter (her.) right-hand. xvi. - L. dexter, 
compar. formation, f. IE. base seen also in Gr 
dexios on the right hand (with Indo-Iran., Balto- 
Slav., Gmc., Celt., and Alb. cogns.), the primary 
meaning passes sometimes into ‘adroit’. So dex¬ 
terity xvi. - F. - L. Hence dext(e)rous xvii. 



dextrin 123 dibble 

dextrin (chem.) gummy substance into which 
starch is converted at high temperatures, hav¬ 
ing the property of turning the plane of polar 
ization to the right, whence its name. xix. - F 
dextrine, f. L. dextra on the right hand, abl. fern 
of dexter, see prec. and -in. 

dextro- used as comb, form of L. dexter, dextr- 
right-hanaed (see dexter) or dextra on the 
right-hand, in physical and chemical terms to 
denote ‘turned or turning to the right’ with ref. 
to the property of causing a ray of polarized light 
to turn to the right. 

dhow native vessel used on the Arabian Sea. 
xix. ult. orig. unkn.; in Marathi as daw, in 
Arabic as daw. 

di see dis-. 
di-* repr. Gr. di-, for dis twice (cf. two) . 
dia- before a vowel di-* repr. Gr. dia-, di-, the 
prep, did (app. alt. of IE. *dis in two, apart; 
cf. dis-) in comps, with the senses ‘through’, 
‘thoroughly’, ‘apart’, occurring in a few words 
going back (sometimes through F. and L.) to 
Gr. originals, as dialect, diatribe, and in many 
mod. scientific and techn. formations, 

diabetes disease marked by immoderate dis¬ 
charge of urine containing glucose, xvi. - L. dia¬ 
betes - Gr. diabetes, f. diabainein go through; see 
dia- and come. 

diablerie dealings with the devil, devilry xviii; 
devil-lore xix. - F„ f. diable devil; see -ery. 

diabolic xrv, diabolical xvi. - or f. (O)F. dia- 
bolique, ChrL. diabolicus, f. diabolus devil; see 
-IC, -ICAL. 

diaconal pert, to a deacon, xvm. - ChrL. did 
conalis, f. didconus deacon; see -al'. So dia- 
conafe xvn. See -ate*. 

diacritic serving to distinguish xvn; sb. dia 
critic sign xix. - Gr. diakritikos, f. diakrtnein 
distinguish; see dia-, critic. 

diadem xin. - (O)F. diademe - L. diaderna - 
Gr. diddema, f. diadein bind round, f. dia- + dein 
bind. 

diaeresis (sign marking) the separation of a 
vowel from its neighbour, xvn. - late L. - Gr. 
diairesis, f. diairein divide, f. dia- + hairein take, 

diagnosis xvii. - modL. - Gr. diagnosis, f. dia- 
gigndskein distinguish, discern, f. dia-+£i- 
gndskein perceive (see know). 

diagonal xvi. - L. diagonalis, f. Gr. diagdnios, 
f. dia- + gonid angle; see - al'. 

diagram xvii. - L. diagramma - Gr. dia- 
gramma (-at ), f. diagrdphein mark out by lines, 
f. dia- + graphein write; see -gram. So dia¬ 
grammatic xix. 

dial instrument to tell the time of day by the 
shadow cast by the sun. xv. Obscure deriv. of 
medL. dialis, f. dies day; see -al‘. 

dialect xvi. - F. dialecte or L. dialect us - Gr. 
dialektos, f. dialegesthai hold discourse, f. dia- 
+ legein speak. Hence dialectal xix; dialectical 
was earlier in this sense xvm. So dialectic xvii, 
-ical xvi pert, to logical disputation, dialectic 
sb. investigation of truth by discussion xiv. 
dialectician xvii. - F. 

dialogue xm. - OF. dialoge (mod. dialogue) - 
L. dialogus - Gr. didlogos conversation, dis¬ 
course, f. dialegesthai converse (see dialect). 

dialysis fstatement of disjunctive proposi¬ 
tions, asyndeton xvi; (chem.) separation of the 
soluble crystalloid substances in a mixture from 
the colloid xix. - L. - Gr. dialusis, f. dialuein part 
asunder, f. dia- + liiein set free 

diamante material scintillating with pow¬ 
dered crystal, etc. xx. - F., pp. formation on dia- 
mant diamond. 

diameter xiv. - (O)F. diametre - L. diametrus, 
-os - Gr. didmetros, f. dia- + metron measure. So 
diametrical xvi. 

diamond xm. ME diama(u)nt - (O)F. dia 
mant - medL. diamas, diamant-, alt. of L ada- 
mds adamant, by assoc, with words in dla-. 

diapason (mus.) toctave xrv; harmonious or 
melodious succession of notes or parts; foun¬ 
dation stop in an organ xvi; scale, range, pitch 
xvm. - L. diapason - Gr. diapason, i.e. did pdson 
‘through all (the notes)’, i.e. of the scale, 

diaper linen fabric with a small diamond 
pattern xiv; pattern of this kind xvn; small towel 
xvi. - OF. diapre, earlier diaspre - medL. 
diasprum - medGr. diaspros, f. dla- + dspros 
white. Hence diaper vb., diapered ppl. adj. xrv. 

diaphanous transparent, xvn. f. medL. dia- 
phanus, f. Gr. diaphanis, f. dia-+phan-, phain- 
ein show; see -ous. 

diaphoretic sudorific, xv. - late L. diapho- 
reticus - Gr. diaphoretikos, f. diaphoresis per 
spiration, f. diaphorein throw off by perspira¬ 
tion, f. dia- + phorein carry, rel. to pherein 
BEAR*. 

diaphragm partition dividing the thorax from 
the abdomen, xvn (earlier in L. form). - late 
L. diaphragma - Gr. didphragma f. dia- 

+phrdgma fence. 
diarrhoea xvi (also diaria, diarie xv). - late 

L. - Gr. diarrhoia, f. diarrhein flow through, f. 
dla- + rl*ein flow. 

diary xvi. - L. diarium daily allowance, (later) 
journal, in form sb. use of n. of didrius daily 
(which, however, is not pre-medieval), f. dies 
day; see ary. Hence diarist xix. 

Diaspora the Jews dispersed among the Gen¬ 
tiles. xix. - Gr. diaspora, f. diaspeirein disperse, 
f. dla- + speirein sow, scatter, 

diastole (physiol.) dilatation, xvi. - late L. - Gr. 
diastoK separation, expansion, f. diastellein, f. 
dla- + stellein place. 

diatessaron t(mus.) interval of a fourth xrv; 
medicine of four ingredients xv; harmony of the 
four Gospels xix. - late L. diatessaron, f. Gr. did 
tessaron ‘through, i.e. composed of, four’ (did 
dla-, tessaron, g. of tessares four). 

diatonic xvii (+diatonical xvi). - (O)F. dia 
tonique or its source, late L. diatonicus - Gr. 
diatonikos proceeding through, i.e. at the in¬ 
terval of, a tone, f. dia- + tonos tone; see -ic. 

diatribe disquisition xvi; severely critical dis¬ 
course xix. - F. - L. diatriba - Gr. diatribt 
employment (of time), study, discourse, f. dia- 
tribein consume, waste, while away, f. dia- 

+ tribein rub. 
dibble instrument for making holes in the 
ground, xv. In form a deriv. with -le of fdib vb. 
(xiv), a syn., and prob. a modified form, of dip; 

but the senses of this vb. that are more directly 
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connected with dibble are of much later 
emergence 

dibs pi. children’s game played with pebbles or 
knuckle bones xvm; (si.) money xix. perh. f. dib 
vb. (see prec.) tap, dip, bob, apprehended as a 
var. of dab. 

dice xrv. pi. of die*. 

dichotomy division into two parts, xvn. - Gr. 
dikhotomia, f. dikhdtomos cut in two, equally 
divided, f. dikho-, comb, form of dikha in two, 
rel. to dis (see di-*) + -tomy. So dichotomize 

XVII. 
dickens euph substitute for devil, xvi. prob. 
a fanciful use of the personal name Dickens, f. 
Dicken, Dickon, dim. of Dick, alt. of Rick, pet- 
form of Rickard, Richard. 

dicker ten, esp. of hides. ME, dyker (xn) points 
to an OE. *dicor, corr. to MLG. deker, MHG. 
tec her, (also mod.) decherWGmc. *decura - L. 
decuria set of ten. Hence (perh.) dicker vb. 
trade by barter, haggle, xix. A use supposed to 
be due to the bartering of skins on the N. Amer. 
frontier. 

dicky1 he-ass, donkey; funder-petticoat xvm; 
driver’s or rear seat in a carriage; detached 
shirt-front; small bird (also dicky bird) xix. dim. 
of the proper name Dick (cf. dickens); see -y®. 

dicky* (colloq.) shaky, insecure, ‘queer’; feeling 
ill. xvra. perh. orig. f. Dick in phr. ‘as queer as 
Dick’s hatband’; see -y*. 

dicotyledon (bot.) flowering plant having two 
seed-lobes, xvm. - modL. pi. dicotyledones: see 
DI-, COTYLEDON. 

dictate utter aloud (something to be written 
down); lay down authoritatively, xvn. f. dictat-, 
pp. stem of L. dictare pronounce, prescribe, f. 
dicere say (see diction). So dictate sb. xvi. - L. 
dictatum, sb. use of n. pp. of dictare. dictation 

xvn. - late L. dictator xrv. - L. 
diction fword, phrase xv; choice of phraseo¬ 
logy, wording xvn. - (O)F. diction or L. dictio, 
on- saying, mode of expression, (later) word, f. 
diet-, pp. stem of dicere say, rel. to Gr. deiknunai 
show, Goth, gateihan announce, OHG. zihan (G. 
zeihen), OE. teon (:- *teohan) accuse, ON. tja 
show, tell; see -tion. 

dictionary xvi. - medL. dictidnarium, -us, f. L. 
dictio phrase, word; see prec., ary. 

dictum xvn. - L. ‘thing said’, sb. use of n. pp. of 
dicere say. 

didactic xvn. - Gr. didaktikos, f. stem didak- of 
didaskein teach; see -ic. 

didapper dabchick. xv. Reduced form of dive- 
dapper (not recorded so early), extension of 
dive-dap (cf. OE. dufedoppa\ see dabchick). 

die' cease to live. xn. ME. de{i)3en, deye, pt. de(i)- 
3ede, deide, of disputed orig.: two hypotheses are 
admissible, (i) that the ME. forms repr. un¬ 
recorded OE. *diegan, * deg an = OS. doian, 
OHG. touwen (MHG. touwen), ON. deyja Gmc. 
*dawjan, f. *daw-, repr. also in dead, death, and 
Goth, afdauips vexed, rel. by gradation to di- 
wans mortal, undiwanei immortality; but it is 
more likely (ii) that the ME. forms were im- 
med. - ON. deyja. In OE. the words for ‘die’ were 
steorfan (see starve), sweltan (see swelter), or 
wesan dead, pt. wses dead (‘be, was dead’). 

die* pi. dice cube used in games of chance, xm 

ME. de, dee, pi. des, dees - OF. de, pi. des L. 
(Rom ) datum, sb. use of n. pp. of dare give, spec 
play. 

diet' food xm; customary or prescribed course 
of food xiv. - (O)F. diete - L. diaeta - Gr. diaita 
course of life Hence diet vb. xrv. So dietary 
course of diet xv; adj. xvii. - medL diaetarium. 

diet* tday’s journey; appointed day or time, 
meeting, session xv; metal scraped from gold 
and silver plate assayed day by day at the Mint 
xvii. - medL. dieta day’s journey, allowance, 
work, wages. 

dif- assim form of dis- before/, as in L. differre 
differ. In Rom. it became def, OF. de-, as in 
defy 

differ xrv. - (O)F. differer (i) put off, defer, (ii) 
be different - L. differre, f. dif- 4- ferre, carry, 
bear*. So different, difference xrv - (O)F. - L. 
differential xvn. differentiate, -ation xix. - 
medL. 

difficult xrv. Back-formation from difficulty 
(xrv) - L. dijficultas, f. dif-+faculties faculty. 

diffident tdistrustful xv; wanting in self- 
confidence xvm. - L. diffidens, -ent-, prp. of 
diffidere mistrust, f. dif-+fidere trust, rel. to 
fides faith; see -ent. So diffidence xv. - F. 
or L. 

diffraction xvii. - F. diffraction or modL. dif¬ 
fract io, f. diffract-, pp. stem of L. diffringere 
break in pieces, f. dif-+frangere break1. 

diffuse fconfused, indistinct xv; opp. of con¬ 
fined and condensed xvm. - F. diffus (fern, -use) 
or L. diffusus extensive, ample, prolix, pp. of 
diffundere pour out, f. dif- + fundere pour. So dif¬ 
fuse vb. xvi. f. diffus-, pp. stem of L. diffundere. 
diffusion toutpouring xrv; spreading abroad 
xvi; permeation of a fluid by another xvm. 
-L. 

dig xm. ME. digge, perh. f. OE. *dicigian, f. die 
ditch. Orig. weak (digged); the new dug appears 
xvi. 

digamma Gr. letter f. xvii. - L. - Gr. digamma 
(so called from its shape, which suggests two 
gammas (see di-*, gamma) set one above the 
other). 

digest methodical or systematic compendium, 
xrv. - L. digesta ‘matters methodically 
arranged’, n. pi. of digestus, pp. of digerere 
divide, distribute, digest, f. di-1 +gerere carry. So 
digest arrange methodically; assimilate (food) 
in the body. xv. f. digest-, pp. stem of digerere. 
digestion digesting of food. xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

digit any numeral from 0 to 9 xv; £ of the di¬ 
ameter of sun or moon xvi; finger, toe; finger’s 
breadth xvii. - L. digitus finger, toe. 

digitalis plant of the foxglove family xvn; drug 
prepared from this xvm. - modL., sb. use of L. 
digitalis pert, to the finger, after the G. name of 
the foxglove, fingerhut ‘finger-hat’, thimble, 

dignify xv. - F. dignifier - late L. dignifi.ca.re: 
see next and -fy. 

dignity worth, nobility, honourable estate or 
office xm; nobility or gravity of manner xvh. - 

OF. dignete (mod. dignite, with latinized sp.) - 
L. dignitas, f. dignus worthy; see -ity. Hence 
dignitary xvii. 
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digraph group of two letters representing one 
sound, xvm. f. Gr. m-*+graph# writing, 

digress xvi. f. digress-, pp. stem of L. digredi, 
f. m-' +gradi step, walk, f. gradus step. So 
digression xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

dike, dyke A. (dial.) ditch xm; B. embankment 
xv. - ON. dik, diki or MLG. dik dam, MDu. dijc 
ditch, pooi, mound, dam (Du. dijk dam); see 
ditch. In A prob. of Norse orig.; in B prob. orig¬ 
inating from the Low Countries in connection 
with drainage works. So dike, dyke vb. xrv. 

dilapidate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. dilapiddre, 
f. di-1 + lapis, lapid- stone; see -ate*. So di¬ 

lapidation xv. - late L. 
dilate A. frelate at length xrv; discourse at large 
upon xvi; B. make wider xv; become wider, ex¬ 
pand xvii. - (O)F. dilater - L. dilatare spread 
out, f. di-1 + latus wide. So dilatation xrv, 
largely superseded by the shorter dilation (xv), 
formed as if dilate contained the suffix -ate*. 

dilatory tending to cause delay xv; given to 
delaying xvii. - L. dildtorius, f. dilator delayer, 
f. dilat-, pp. stem of differre defer1; see -ory*. 

dilemma form of argument involving the op¬ 
ponent in the choice of alternatives; choice be¬ 
tween two equally unfavourable alternatives. 
xvi. - L. - Gr. dilemma, f. di-a +lemma assump¬ 

tion, premiss (see lemma). 

dilettante amateur of the fine arts; (later) mere 
amateur, xvni. - It. ‘lover (of music or paint¬ 
ing)’, sb. use of prp. of dilettare L. delectare 
DELIGHT. 

diligent xrv. - (O)F. - L. diligens, -ent- 
assiduous, attentive, adj. use of prp. of diligere 
esteem highly, choose, take delight in, f. di-1 
+ -legere (as in neglegere neglect). So diligence 
xrv. 

dill the plant Anethum graveolens, having car¬ 
minative properties. OE. dile and dyle, corr. to 
OS. dilli (Du. dille), OHG. tilli, and MDu. dulle, 
MHG. tulle, ON. dylla, of unkn. orig. 

dilly-dally xvii. redupl., with variation of 
VOWel, Of DALLY. 

dilute xvi. f. dilut-, pp. stem of L. diluere wash 
away, dissolve, f. di-' + -luere, comb, form of 
lavare wash, lave. Hence dilution xvii. 

diluvial pert, to the Flood xvii; (geol.) caused 
by extraordinary action of water on a large scale 
xix. - late L. diluvialis, f. diluvium flood, 
DELUGE. 

dim adj. OE. dim(m) = OFris. dim, ON. dimmr. 
rel. to synon. OHG. timbar (MHG., mod. dial. 
timmer), OSw. dimber, OIr. dem black, dark. 
Hence dim vb. xm; in OE. comps, adimmian, 
fordimmian, corr. to ON. dimma darken, 
dime ftenth part xiv; ^ of a dollar xvm. - 
(O)F. dime, -\disme L. decima tithe, sb. use (sc 
pars part) of fern, of decimus tenth. 

dimension xiv. - F. - L. dimensio, -on-, f. 
dimens-, pp. stem of dimetiri, see di-1 and 
measure. 

dimidiation halving, xv. - L. dimidiatio, on-, 
f. dimidiat-, pp. stem of dimididre, f. dimidium 
half, f. di-1 + medius middle, mid; see -ation. 

diminish xv. Resulting from a conflation of 
■\diminue xiv (- (O)F. diminuer - L. diminuere) 
and minish (- OF. menu(i)sier Rom. *mi- 

nutiare, f. minutus minute). So diminution 
xrv. - (O)F. - L. diminutive xrv (as sb. in 
gram ). - (O)F. - late L. 

dimissory xrv. - late L. dimissorius, f. dimiss-, 
pp. stem otdimittere: see dismiss. 

dimity stout cotton fabric, xv (demyt). - It. 
dimito or medL dimitum - Gr. dimitos, f. 
di-* + mitos thread of the warp, 

dimorphous xix. f. Gr. dimorphos, f. di-* + 
morph# form; see -morph, -ous. So dimorphic 

XIX. 

dimple thollow in the ground xih; small hollow 
in the cheek or chin xiv. prob. repr. OE. *dym- 
pel, corr. to OHG. tumphilo (G. tiimpel) deep 
place in water, f. Gmc. *dump-, perh. nasalized 
form oi*dup- *deup- deep; see -le'. 

din sb. OE. dyne (:- *duniz) and dynn, corr. to 
OHG. tuni, ON dynr (:- *dunjaz, -uz). So din 
vb. fsing, resound OE.; assail with din, make 
resound, make a din xvii. OE. dynian = OS. du- 
nian, MHG. tilnen roar, rumble, ON. dynja come 
rumbling down, gush, pour Gmc *dunjan. 
The IE. base *dhun- is repr. also by Skr. dhuni- 
roaring, Lith. dundeti sound, 

dinar name of various Oriental coins, xvii - 

Arab., Pers. dinar - late Gr. dendrion - L 
denarius denarius. 

dine xm. - (O)F. diner, earlier disner Rom. 
*disjunare, for *disjejunare break one’s fast, f. 
dis- 2 + jejunium fast. 

ding-dong redupl. form imit. of the tolling of a 
bell. xvi. 

dinghy native Indian rowing-boat; (gen.) small 
rowing boat. xix. - Hindi degi. 

dingle deep hollow, xm (once; not otherwise 
recorded in literature till xvii). perh. a dim. form 
(see -le1); ult. orig. unkn. 

dingo wild dog of Australia, xvm. Aboriginal 
name. 

dingy xvm. perh. to be referred ult. to OE. dynge 
dung, manured land, f. dung dung; see -y1. 

dinky (colloq.) neat, spruce, xix. f. Sc. and 
north, dink decked out, trim (xvi); of unkn. 
orig.; see -y1. 

dinner xm. - (O)F., sb. use of diner dine. 

din(o)- comb, form in modi,, terms of Gr. deinos 
terrible, denoting certain huge extinct animals, 
as dinornis moa (Gr. ornis bird), dinosaur (Gr 
sauros lizard), dinothere proboscidean quad¬ 
ruped (Gr. therion wild beast), xix. 

dint tstroke, blow OE.; force of attack or impact 
xiv; (by assoc, with dent, indent) mark made by 
a blow, dent xvi. OE. dynt, reinforced in ME. by 
the rel. ON. dyntr (dyttr), dynta. Phr. tby dint of 
sword (xiv-xvm); by dint (earlier dent xvi) of, 
by means of xvii. So dint vb. xm. - ON. dynta 
(dytta). 

diocese xiv. - OF. diocise (mod. diocese) - late L. 
diocesis, for L. diaecesis governor’s jurisdiction, 
district, (eccl.) diocese - Gr dioikesis ad¬ 
ministration, government, (Roman) province, 
(eccl.) diocese, f. dioikein keep house, admin¬ 
ister, f. di-* + oikein inhabit, manage, f. oikos 
house. So diocesan xv. 

dioecious (bot.) having the two sexes in sepa¬ 
rate individuals, xvm. f. Di-S + Gr. oikos house; 
see -ious. 
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diorama xix. f. di-* + Gr. hordma view, f. hordn 
see. 

dip let down into liquid OE.; go down, sink xiv; 
have a downward inclination xvn. OE. dyp- 
pan *dupjan, f. Gmc. *dup- *deup- (see deep). 

Hence dip sb. act of dipping xvi; depression; 
downward inclination xvm. 

diphtheria infectious disease affecting chiefly 
the throat, xix. - modL. - F. diphtherie (now 
diphterie), substituted for earlier diphtherite. f 
Gr. diphtherd, diphtheris skin, hide, piece of 
leather; so named on account of the tough mem¬ 
brane which forms on parts affected by the 
disease. 

diphthong xv. - F. dipthongue - L. diph- 
thongus - Gr. diphthoggos, f. di-1 + 
phthoggos voice, sound. 

diploma official document of state or church; 
document conferring an honour, privilege, or 
license, xvii. - L. diploma - Gr. diploma folded 
paper, letter of recommendation or conveying a 
license or privilege, f. diploun double, fold, f. 
diplous double. 

diplomacy xvm. - F. diplomatie, f. diplo¬ 
matique. diplomatic pert, to original official 
documents; concerned with diplomacy, xvm. In 
the former sense - modL. diplomatics, f. L. 
diplomat- diploma; in the latter sense - F. diplo¬ 
matique. As sb. diplomatic A. fdiplomatist; 
diplomacy xvm; B. (also -ics) study of original 
documents xix. \. sb. uses of the adj.; B - F. 
diplomatique. So diplomat xix. - F. diplomate, 
back-formation from diplomatique, dip¬ 
lomatist xix. f. F. diplomate or L. stem 
dipldmat. 

dipsomania xix. f. Gr. dipsa, dipsos 
thirst + mania. So dipsomaniac xix. 

diptera two-winged flies, xix. - Gr. diptera, 
n. pi. of dipteros two-winged (f. di-2+pterdn 
wing) used sb. So dipterous xvm. 

diptych two-leaved hinged tablet for writing, 
xvn. - late L. diptycha - late Gr. diptukha, n. pi. 
oidiptukhos double-folded, f. di-2 + ptukhi fold. 

dire xvi. - L. dirus, rel. to Gr. deidein vb. fear, 
deinos terrible. 

direct address (a letter or message) xrv; instruct 
xv. prob. based immed. on pp. direct - L. direc¬ 
ts, pp. of dirigere, de- straighten, direct, guide, 
f. di-', de- 3 + regere put straight, rule, whence 
also direct adj straight xrv; straightforward, 
immediate xvi. So direction action of directing 
xv; course pursued xvn. - F. or L. directive 
adj. xv, sb. xvii. - medL. director xv. - AN. 
directory adj- serving to direct xv; sb. book of 
directions xvi. 

dirge office of matins for the dead xm, song of 
mourning xvi. ME. dirige (later dyrge, derg(i)e), 
the first word of the L. antiphon to the first 
psalm in the office: 'Dirige, Domine, Deus meus, 
in conspectu tuo viam meam' Direct, O Lord my 
God, my way in thy sight; imper. of L. dirigere 
DIRECT. 

dirigible that can be directed or steered, xvi. f. 

L. dirigere direct + -ible. 

diriment nullifying, xix. - L. dirimes, -ent-, 
prp. of dirimere separate, interrupt, f. dis- 

+ emere take; see -ent. 

dirk xvn. Earliest in Sc. durk, dowrk, of unkn. 
orig. 

dirt excrement; unclean matter xm; soil xvn. 
ME. drit - ON., corr. to MDu. drite (Du dreet), 
rel. to the vb. OE. gedritan, ON. drita, MDu. 
driten (Du. drijten) void excrement, 

dis- prefix repr. L. dis-, rel. to Gr. dla-. It was 
reduced to di- before some voiced consonants, 
as in dirigere direct, dividere divide, became 
dir- between vowels in dirimere (see diriment), 

was assim. before /, as in differre differ, but 
retained its full form before p, t, c, and s. 

j In Eng. dis- appears (i) as repr. dis- in words 
adopted direct from L., (ii) as repr. OF. des- 
(mod. de{s)-) L. dis-, (iii) as repr. late L. dis-, 
Rom. *des-, substituted for L. de-, (iv) as a living 
prefix combined with words of no matter what 
origin. 
As an etymol. el. dis- occurs (1) with the mean 

ings apart’, ‘asunder’, separately’, as in dis¬ 
cuss, disperse-, hence (2) with privative, negative, 
or reversive force, as in disster, dissuade, or 
with intensive force, as in disturb. As a living 
prefix from xv with such privative or reversive 
force it (3) forms comp, vbs., as disestablish, dis¬ 
inter, disown, (4) with sbs. forms vbs. meaning 
to free or deprive of a quality or character, or 
reverse a condition, as dischurch, disrobe, (5) 
with adjs. forms vbs., as disable, (6) with sbs. 
expresses the reverse or lack of, as disquiet, dis¬ 
service, (7) with adjs. expresses the negative or 
opposite, as discourteos, disreputable, and (8) is 
used with intensive force, as disannul. 

disability xvi. dis- 6. disable xv. dis- 5. dis¬ 
abuse xvn. dis- 3. 4. disadvantage sb. xrv. - 
(O)F. desavantage-, dis- 2. disaffect tdislike; 
(esp. in pp.) alienate the friendship or loyalty of. 
xvii. dis- 3. disagree xv. - (O)F. disagreer, dis- 2. 

disallow xiv. - OF. desalouer, dis- 2. 

disappear xv. f. dis- 3 +appear, after F. dis- 
paraitre. Hence disappearance xvm. 

disappoint tdeprive of appointment; frustrate 
the expectation or fulfilment of. xv. - (O)F. 
desappointer, f. des- dis- 2+appointer appoint. 

Hence disappointment xvn. 
disarm xrv. - (O)F. desarmer, see dis- 2, arm2. 

So disarmament xvm. 
disarray xrv. - AN. *desarei, OF. desarol, see 

DIS- 2, ARRAY. 

disaster xvi. - F. desastre or its source It. dis- 
astro, f. dis- dis- 2 + astro (:- L. astrum) star; lit. 
‘unfavourable aspect of a star’. So disastrous 
till-starred, ill-boding xvi; calamitous xvii. - F. 
desastreux - It. disastroso. 

disband xvi. - F. tdesbander (mod. de-)\ see 
dis- 1, BAND2. 

disbelief xvn. dis- 6. So disbelieve xvn. dis- 3. 
disburden xvi. dis- 4. 

disburse xvi. - OF. desbourser (mod. deburser), 
f. des- dis- 2 + bourse purse. 

disc, disk XVII. - F. disque or its source L. 
discus. 

discard reject (a card) from the hand; cast off. 
abandon, xvi. f. dis- 4 + card2. 

discern xiv. - (O)F. discerner - L. discernere 
separate, distinguish, f. dis- 1 + cernere separate, 
rel. to Gr. krtnein (see crisis). 
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discharge disburden, relieve xiv; remove (a 
charge) xv; acquit oneself of xvi. - OF. des- 
charger (mod. decharger), see dis- 2, charge. 

Hence discharge sb. xv. 
disciple OE. discipul - L. discipulus learner, f. 
discere learn, rel. to docere teach (see doctor), 

reinforce in ME. by OF. deciple; later conformed 
to the L. sp. 

discipline chastisement, penitential cor¬ 
rection xm; tinstruction, schooling; branch of 
learning xrv; training in action or conduct 
xv; system of control over conduct xvi. - OF 
- L. discipllna, f. discipulus (see prec.). So 
disciplinary xvi. - medL. disciplinarian 
xvi. 

disclaim xvi. - law AN. desclaim-, tonic stem 
of desclamer, f. des- dis- 2 + clamer claim. So dis¬ 
claimer xv. See er“. 

disclose xrv. f. OF. desclos-, pres, stem of 
desclore; see dis- 2, close. Hence disclosure 
xvi. 

discolour xrv. - OF. descolorer or medL. dis¬ 
colordre; dis- 2. So discoloration xvii. 

discomfit defeat utterly; thwart, disconcert, 
xrv. ME. disconfite, based on pp. disconfit (xm) - 
OF. desconfit, pp. of desconfire (mod. deconfire) 
Rom. *desconficere, f. des- dis- 2 + L. conficere put 
together, complete. So discomfiture xrv. 

discomfort -(-discouragement, distress, desola¬ 
tion xrv; being uncomfortable xrx. - OF. des- 
confort (mod. de-). So vb. xiv. See Drs- 2, 6. 

disconcert xvrr. - F. tdesconcerter (mod. de-), f. 
des- dis- 2 -+- concerter concert2. 

disconsolate xrv. - medL. disconsoldtus, f. dis- 

2 + consoldtus, pp. of consolari console. 

discontinue xv. - (O)F. discontinues dis- 2. So 
discontinuance xrv. - AN. discontinuous 
XVII. 

discord xm (mus. xv). - OF. des-, discord, f. 
des-, discorder - L. discordare be at variance, f. 
discors, discord- discordant, f. dis- 2 +cor, cord- 
heart. So discordant xiv. 

discount xvii. - F. descompte (mod. decompte), 
f. descompler vb., whence, if not direct f. It. 
(di)scontare, discount vb. xvii. See dis- 2, count®. 

discountenance discourage, disfavour, xvi. 
dis- 4 

discourage xv. - OF. descourager (mod. de); 
see dis- 2, 4, COURAGE. 

discourse -(-reasoning xiv; conversation, talk; 
treatment of a subject; (-course xvi. - L. dis- 
cursus running to and fro, (late) intercourse, 
(med.) argument, f. discurs , pp. stem of dis 
currere run to and fro, (late) speak at length, f. 
dis- 1+ currere run; assim. in form to course 
Hence discourse vb. xvi. 

discover disclose to knowledge xm; reveal, ex 
hibit; (-uncover xiv; find out xvi. - OF. descovrir 
(mod. decouvrir) late L. discooperire, f. dis- 2 
+ cooperire cover. Hence discovery xvi. 

discredit sb. disrepute xvi; distrust xvii; vb. 
disbelieve; destroy confidence in; bring into dis¬ 
credit xvi. dis- 6, 3. 

discreet showing good judgement, xiv. - (O)F 
discret, -ete - L. discretus separate, discrete, 
which in late L. and Rom. took over its new 
meaning from discretio discretion. 

discrepant xv. - L discrepdns, -ant-, prp. of 
discrepdre be discordant, f. dis- 1 -t- crepdre make 
a noise, creak; see -ant. So discrepancy xvii. 

discrete distinct, separate, xrv (rare before 
xvi). - L. discretus, pp. of discernere separate, 
discern. Cf. discreet. So discretion dis¬ 
crimination; liberty or power of deciding, sound 
judgement, xrv. - OF. - L. 
discriminate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. discri- 
mindre, f. discrimen, -min-, distinction, f. dis¬ 
cernere discern; see -ate*. So discrimination 
xvn. - late L. 

discursive passing rapidly from one thing to 
another xvi; ratiocinative xvii. - medL. dis- 
cursivus, f. discurs-; see discourse, -ive. 

discus xvn. - L. - Gr. diskos*dikskos, f. dikein 
throw. 

discuss A. investigate, decide xiv; examine by 
argument xv; B. fdispel, disperse xrv. f. discuss-, 
pp. stem of L. discutere dash to pieces, disperse, 
dispel, in Rom. investigate; f. dis- \ + quatere 
shake. So discussion xrv. - OF. - L. 

disdain sb. xiii (dedeyn). - OF. desdeign, AN. 
dedeign (mod. dedain), f. Rom. *disdigndre, for 
L. dedignari reject as unworthy; see dis- 2, 
deign. So as vb. xrv. 

disease (uneasiness, discomfort; morbid physi¬ 
cal condition, xrv. - AN. des-, disease, OF. de- 
saise, f. des- dis- 2, 6 + aise ease. 

disembark xvi. - F. desembarquer, Sp. desem- 
barcar, or It. disimbarcare; see dis- 2, embark. 

disembogue (come out of the mouth of a river, 
etc., into the open sea; (of a river, etc.) discharge 
itself, xvi (early forms also disembogue, -bohe). 
- Sp. desembocar, f. des- dis- 2 + embo-car run 
into a creek or strait, f. en in-'eboca mouth 

L. bucca. 
disembowel xvn. Intensive (dis- 8) of 

tembowel (xvi) eviscerate - OF. embouler, alt. of 

esbouler, f. es- ex-' + bouel bowel. 

disfigure xiv. - OF. desfigurer (mod. de ); see 
dis- 2, figure. 

disgorge eject from the throat xv; transf. and 
fig. xvi. - OF. desgorger (mod. de-), f. des- dis- 1, 
de- 6 + gorge throat, gorge. 

disgrace sb. xvi. - F. disgrace - It. disgrazia, f. 
dis- dis- 2 + grazia grace. So as vb. xvi. 

disgruntled xvii. f. dis- 8 + +gruntle grunt, 
complain (xvi), frequent, of grunt + -ed1. 

disguise alter the dress of, now only to conceal 
identity xiv; conceal by a counterfeit ap¬ 
pearance xvi. - OF. desguisier (mod. deguiser), 
f. Rom *dis- de-, dis- 2 + *guisa guise Hence as 
sb. xrv 

disgust xvi. - F. desgoust (mod. degout) or It. 
disgusto, f. desgouster (mod. degouter), dis- 
gustare, whence disgust vb. xvii (ppl. adj. dis¬ 
gusting xviii); see dis- 2, 6 and gusto. 

dish broad shallow vessel OE.; food served 
ready for eating xv. OE. disc plate, bowl, platter, 
corr. to OS. disk (Du. disch) table, OHG. tisc plate 
(G. tisch table), ON. diskr (perh. - OE.) - L discus 
discus, disc, dish. Hence as vb. xiv. 

dishabille xvn. - F deshabille, sb use of pp. of 
deshabiller undress, f. des- dis- 2 + habiller dress. 
For the loss of -e cf. assign2. 

dishearten xvi dis 3. 



dishevelled 

dishevelled fwithout head-dress xv; (of the 

hair) unconfined xvi; fig. disorderly xvn. f. late 

ME. tdischevel(ee), -y - OF. deschevele, f. des- dis- 

1 + chevel hair; see -ed‘. 

dishonest fentailing dishonour xrv; tun- 

chaste; fraudulent, not straightforward or 

honest xvn. - OF. deshoneste (mod. deshonnete): 
see dis- 2. 

dishonour, U S. -or sb. xm - OF. deshonor 
(mod. deshonneur); see dis- 2, honour. So as 

vb. xrv. 

disincline(d), -inclination, xvn. dis- 3,6,7. 
disinherit xv. f. dis- 3 + inherit. 

disinter xvn. - F. desenterrer, see dis- 3, inter. 

disinterested xvn. dis- 7. 
disjunctive xv. - L. disjunctive, f. disjunct-, 
pp. stem of disjungere, whence OF. desjoindre, 
-joign- (mod dejoindre), the source of disjoin 
xv; see dis- 1, join, -ive. 

disk var. of disc. 

dislike fdisplease; not to like. xvi. f. 
dis- 3 +like*. Hence dislike sb. fdispleasure; 
distaste, aversion, xvi. 

dislocate xvn. prob. back-formation from dis¬ 
location (xiv, first in medical sense) - OF. or 
medL.; see dis- 1, locate. 

dismal fsb. evil days, orig. the unpropitious 
days, two in each month, of the medieval calen¬ 
dar xiii; adj. t(of days) unlucky xiv; t(of other 
things) disastrous; causing dismay or gloom; de- 
pressingly dreary xvi. - AN. dis mal medL. 
dies malt evil days. The (orig. superfluous) ad¬ 
dition of day to dismal led to the apprehension 
of dismal as an adj. 

dismantle funcloak; divest, strip, xvn. - F. 
desmanteller (mod. demanteler): see dis- 2, 

mantle. 

dismay vb. xm. - OF. *deis)maier Rom. 
*dismagare deprive of power, f. L. dis- 2 + Gmc. 
*moj- be able, may’ . Hence sb xiv. 

dismember xm. - OF. desmembrer - Rom. 
*desmembrare, f. des- dis- 2 + L. membrum 
MEMBER. 

dismiss xv. First in pp , repr. OF. desmis (mod 
demis)medL dismissus, for L. dimissus, pp. of 
dimittere, f. dis- 1 + mittere send. So dismission 
xvi; after F. tdesmission (mod. de): largely repl. 
by dismissal xix. 

dismount remove (a thing) from that on which 
it has been mounted; come down, esp. alight 
from a horse, etc. xvi. f. dis- 3 + mount*. 

disobey xiv. - (O)F. desobeir Rom. *des- 
obedire, for late L. inobedire: see dis- 2, obey. So 
disobedience, -ent xv. 

disorder (arch.) put out of order xv; derange 
xvi. app. modification after order vb. of earlier 
tdisordeine (xiv) - OF. desordener (see dis- 2, 

ordain). Hence disorder sb. xvi; whence dis¬ 
orderly xvn. 

disorganize xviii. - F. desorganiser, f. des- 
dis- 2 + organiser organize. 

disparage tmatch unequally; bring discredit 
on xrv; speak of slightingly xvi. - OF. des 
paragier, f. des- dis- 2 + parage (high) rank, 
prop equality of rank :- Rom. *paraticum, f. L. 
par equal; see peer, -age. So disparagement 
xv. 

dispute 

disparity xvi. - F. disparity - late L. disparitds: 
see dis- 2, parity. 

dispatch, despatch vb. xvi. - It. dispacciare 
or Sp. despachar, f. dis-, des- dis- 2 +base of 
It. impacciare hinder, stop, Sp. empachar im¬ 
pede, embarrass; of uncert. orig. Hence (or f. 
It dispaccio. Sp. despacho) dis-, despatch sb. 
xvi. 

dispel xvn. - L. dispellere, f. dis- 1 +pelleredrive, 
dispense A. deal out, distribute, administer 

xrv; make or put up (medicine) xvi; B. arrange 
administratively with: relax or release ad¬ 
ministratively xrv. - OF. despenser (mod. de- 
penser spend) - L. dispensdre weigh out, 
disburse, administer, dispose, frequent, of dis- 
pendere, f. dis- 1 + pendere weigh. The phr. dis¬ 
pense with (medL. dispensare cum) has an 
extensive development. So dispensation dis¬ 
tribution; administration, management; act of 
dispensing with a requirement, xrv. dis¬ 
pensary place for dispensing medicines xvii; 
tcollection of drugs; fbook containing formulae 
for making up medicines xvm. - absol. use of 
medL. adj. dispensdrius. 

dispeople depopulate, xv. - OF. despeupler 
(mod. de ), Rom. formation on L. dis- 2-t-populus 
people. 

disperse xrv. - F. disperser, f. dispers - L. dis¬ 
perse, pp. of dispergere, f. dis- l + spargere 
strew. Hence dispersal xix; see -al*. dis¬ 
persion xrv (earliest in spec, meaning of ‘Jews 
dispersed among Gentiles after the Babylonian 
Captivity’ tr. Gr. diaspora). 

displace xvi. dis- 3. 
display tunfold; expose to view xiv; exhibit, 
manifest xvi; show off xvn. - OF. despleier (mod. 
deploier deploy), earlier desplier L. displicdre 
scatter, (medL.) unfold, unfurl, f. dis- 1, 2+pli- 
care fold (see ply). Hence sb. xvn. 

displease xrv. - desplais-, pres, stem of OF. 
desplaire (mod. de ) - Rom. *displacere, for L. 
displicere, f. dis- 2-t-placere please. So dis¬ 
pleasure xv. 

disport tdivert; refl. enjoy oneself, frolic, xiv. - 
AN. desporter (cf. F. deporter deport), f. des- dis- 
1 + porter carry. So disport sb. (arch.) diversion, 
pastime, xiv. - OF. desport, f. the vb. Aphetic 
sport. 

dispose put in a suitable place; prepare the 
mind of, incline (esp. in pp.); make arrange¬ 
ments, ordain events xiv; with of t(i) order, con¬ 
trol, (ii) put away, get rid of xvi. - (O)F. disposer, 
f. dis- dis- 1 -f poser place, set in order, settle (see 
pose1), after L. disponere, -pos-. Hence disposal 
xvn. So disposition arrangement, manage¬ 
ment, bestowal; inclination, aptitude, xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. dispositid, -on-. 

dispraise vb. xm. - OF. despreisier - Rom. *des- 
pretidre, for L. depretiare depreciate; see 
dis- 2. 

disproof xvi. f. dis- 6 +proof, after disprove 
xrv. - OF. desprover; see dis- 2. 

disproportion, disproportionate xvi. dis- 
6, 7 (after F. disproportion, disproportionne). 

dispute debate or discourse argumentatively 
xiii; debate upon xiv; argue against, contest 
xvi. (O)F disputer - L. disputare argue, debate. 



disquisition 

f. dis- 1 +putare reckon, consider. Hence as sb. 
xvii. So disputation irv, disputant xvn. 

disquisition investigation; treatise or dis¬ 
course in which a subject is investigated, xvii - 

(O)F. - L. disquisitio, -on-, f disquisit-, pp stem 
of disquirere, f. dis- 1 + quaerere seek, 

disrobe xvi. dis- 3 or 4. 
disruption xvii. - L. disruptid, on-, f. disrupt-, 
pp. stem of disrumpere\ see dis- 1, rupture. So 
disrupt intr. xvn; trans. xix. f. the L. pp. 

dissect xvn. f. dissect-, pp. stem of L. disse 
cdre\ see dis- 1, section. So dissection xvii - 

medL. 
disseisin (leg.) dispossession of property, xiv. - 
AN. disseisine, OF. dessaisine: see dis- 4, seisin. 

So disseise, -ze xiv. - AN. disseisir. 
dissemble tfeign xv; pretend not to see; 
disguise by feigning xvi; intr. conceal 
one’s intentions ME. dissemile, -immil, alt of 
fdissimule (xiv) - (O)F. dissimuler - L. 
dissimuiare (see dis- 2, simulate), through 
idissimble, and assoc, with semblance, etc. 

disseminate xvn. f. pp stem of L. disseminare, 
f. dis- 1 + semen, semin- seed; see -ate*. So dis¬ 

semination xvn. - L. 
dissension xiii. - (O)F. - L. dissensio, on-, f. 
pp. stem of dissentire, whence (partly through 
F. dissentir) dissent withhold assent or consent 
xv; disagree, differ xvi; whence dissent sb. xvi, 
dissenter spec, dissentient from prescribed or 
established religious creed or practice xvii. So 
dissentient adj and sb. xvii. See dis- 1, 

sentient, -SION. 

dissertation {-discussion; spoken or (usu.) 
written discourse containing a discussion at 
length, xvii. - L. dissertatio, on-, f. dissertdre 
discuss, debate, frequent, of disserere treat, 
examine, discourse, f. dis- l + serere join, 
connect, join words in composition, 

dissever separate, disjoin xiii; divide into parts 
xrv. - AN. des(c)everer, OF. desevrer late L. 
dissepardre; see dis- 1, sever. 

dissident at variance xvi; sb. xviii. - F dis¬ 
sident or L. dissidens, -ent-, prp. of dissidere dis 
agree, f. dis- 1 4-sedere sit; see -ent. 

dissimilar xvii. f. dis- 7 +similar, after L. dis- 
similis. So dissimilation xix; after assimi 
lation. dissimilitude xv. - L. 

dissimulate dissemble xv; tpretend not to see 
xvi. f. pp. stem of L. dissimuiare, see dis 2, simu¬ 

late. So dissimulation xiv. - (O)F. - L. 
dissipate scatter, dispel xv; squander; distract 
xvii. f. pp. stem of L. dissipare, f. dis- 1 + *supdre, 
*sipare throw; see -ate’. So dissipation dis¬ 
solution xv; fdispersion xvi; squandering xvii; 

distraction of mind xviii, (hence) frivolous di¬ 
version, (passing into) dissolute living xviii. - 
(O)F. or L. 

dissociate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. dissociare, f. 
dis l+sociare join together, f. socius compan 
ion; see -ate1. So dissociation xvii. 

dissoluble xvi. - OF. dissoluble or L. dis 
solubilis, f dissoluere dissolve; see soluble. So 
dissolute relaxed, remiss xiv; fenfeebled, tun 
restrained xv; tdisconnected; lax in morals 
xvi. - L. dissolutus loose, disunited, pp. of dis 
solvere dissolution separation into parts xiv; 
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frelaxation xv; breaking-up, dispersal xvi; 

death xvi. 

dissolve loosen the parts of, spec, fmelt, fuse, 
(now) diffuse in liquid; release from life, esp. 
pass.; undo (ta knot, bond, union) xrv, intr. xv. - 
L. dissolvere, f. dis- 1 +solvere loosen, solve. 

dissonant xv. - (O)F. dissonant or L. disson- 
ans, -ant-, prp of dissonbre disagree in sound, f. 
dis- 1 + sonare sound So dissonance xv. 

dissuade advise against xv; seek to divert from 
xvi. - L. dissuadere, f. dis- 2 4-suadere advise, 
urge So dissuasion xv 

distaff stick to hold material to be spun. OE 
distaef, a peculiarly Eng word; f. the base of 

MLG. diseine) distaff, bunch of flax (LG. diesseY, 
the second el. is staff. 

distal (anat.) situated away from the centre of 
the body. xix. srreg f. next-r -AL1. 

distant separate xiv; far apart; remote xv. - 
(O)F. distant or L. distdns. -ant-, prp. of distare, 
f. dis- 14-stare stand. So distance {-discord, dis¬ 
sension xiii; extent of space between objects xv; 
remoteness xvi. - (O)F. - L. distantia. 

distaste xvi. f. dis- 6 4-taste, after F. degout. It 
disgusto DISGUST. 

distemper' -{-disturb or derange the condition 
of; put out of humour; derange the physical or 
bodily condition of. xiv. - late L. distemperdre 
(whence also OF. destremper. mod. de), f. L. dis- 

2 4-temperdre proportion or mingle duly, 
temper. Hence, or f. dis- 6 4-temper sb., dis¬ 
temper sb.‘ disturbance of the bodily 
'humours' or 'temper', (hence) ill health, 
disease xvi (spec, of a catarrhal disease of dogs 
xviii). 

distemper1 tmix with liquid, soak xrv; fig. di 
lute xvi; (f. the sb.) paint in distemper xix. - OF 
destemprer or late L. distemperdre soak, macer¬ 
ate, f. L. dis- 1, 2 +temperdre mingle, qualify, 
temper. Hence (after OF. destrempe, mod. de ) 
distemper sb.2 method of painting on plaster 
xvii; whiting mixed with size and water used in 
this xix. 

distend {-stretch out or apart xiv; swell out 
from within xvii. - L. distendere; see dis- 1, 

tend1. So distension xv. - L. 
distich pair of verse lines, xvi. L. distichon - 
Gr. distikhon, sb. use of n. of distikhos of two 
rows or verses, f. di-14-stikhos stich. 

distil(l) (let) fall in minute drops, vaporize by 
heat and condense; also intr. xiv. - (partly 
through (O)F. distiller) L. distilldre, for de- 
stillare, f. de- 1 4 stillare, f. stilla drop. So dis¬ 

tillation xiv distillery fdistillation xvn; place 
for distilling xviii. 

distinct xiv. - L distinctus, pp. of distinguere 
distinguish. So distinction {-division, class xiii; 

discrimination xiv; distinguishing excellence 

xvn. - (O)F’. - L. distinctive xv f. distinct, pp. 

stem of L. distinguere. 
distinguish divide into classes; make, or mark 

as, different; perceive plainly; make prominent, 

xvi. irreg. f. F. distinguer or L. distinguere 4- ish1; 

cf. extinguish 
distort xvi. f. distort-, pp. stem of L. distorquere. 

f. dis 1 4 torquere twist. So distortion xvi - L. 
distract draw away or in different directions. 
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xrv. f. distract-, pp. stem of L. distrahere, f. dis- 
1 + trahere draw, drag. So distraction xv. - L. 

distrain (hist.) force to perform an obligation 
by the seizure of a chattel, etc. xni; levy a dis 
tress xrv; in various casual senses ‘press’, ‘com¬ 
press’, ‘oppress’, 'strain out’ xrv. - OF. 
destreign-, pres, stem of destreindre L. dis- 
tringere exert opposing strains on (see dis- 1). 
Aphetic strain. 

distrait xvm. - F., pp. of distraire distract. In 
ME. (xrv-xv) ‘greatly perplexed’ - OF. destrait. 

distraught mentally distracted xrv; mentally 
deranged xv. alt. of (pp.) adj. distract by assim. 
to straught, obs. pp. of stretch. 

distress (dial.) strain, stress; strain of 
adversity; (leg.) act- of distraining, xni. - OF. 
destre(s)ce, -esse (mod. detresse) Gallo-Rom. 
'districtia, f. pp. stem of L. distringere distrain. 
So as vb. xrv. - AN. destresser, OF. -ecier, f. the 
sb. Aphetic stress. 

distribute xv. f. distribute pp. stem of L. 
distribuere, f. dis- 1 + tribuere grant, assign (cf. 
tribute). So distribution xrv. - (O)F. or L. 

district -(territory under the jurisdiction of a 
feudal lord; portion of territory marked off for 
a purpose (various spec, uses) xvn; region, quar¬ 
ter xvm. - F. district - medL. districtus (power 
of) exercising justice, territory involved in this, 
f. district-, pp. stem of L. distringere distrain. 

distrust fintr. be suspicious of xv; trans. not 
trust xvi. f. dis- 3 +trust. So sb. xvi (dis- 6). 

disturb fdeprive o/; agitate (lit. and fig.), xiii. - 
OF. desto(u)rber - L. disturbare, f. dis- 2 + tur- 
bdre disorder, disturb, f. turba tumult, crowd. 
So disturbance xni. - OF. 

disuse tmake (a person) unaccustomed; fmis- 
use, abuse xrv; cease to use xv. - OF. desuser. 
Hence as sb. xv. See dis- 2 and use. 

disyllable, diss- xvi. - F. dissyllabe - L. 
disyllabus - Gr. disullabos, f. di-2 + sullabi syl¬ 

lable. So di(s)syllabic xvii. 

ditch long narrow excavation OE.; (dial.) em¬ 
bankment, dike xvi. OE. die, corr. to OS. dik 
(Du. dijk), MHG. tick (G. teich pond, pool), ON. 
diki ditch, dike; of unkn. orig. Hence ditch vb. 
surround with a ditch, dig ditches in xiv; (orig. 
U S.) throw into a ditch xix; not repr. OE. 
dician dig, make an embankment, 

dither quake, quiver, xvn. var. of (dial.) didder 
(xiv), orig. and still north., of symbolic orig. 

dithyramb Greek choric hymn in honour of 
Dionysus (Bacchus) xvn; inflated discourse 
xix. - L. dithyrambus - Gr. dithurambos, of 
unkn. orig. So dithyrambic xvii. 

dittany herb of genus Dictamnus. xiv. Late ME. 
ditane, diteyne - OF. dita(i)n medL. dictamus, 
for L. dictamnus, -um - Gr. diktamnon, perh. f. 
Dikti mountain in Crete, a well-known habitat 
of the plant. The trisyllabic form appears xv; 
it depends on medL. ditaneum, late L. 
dictamnium. 

ditto xvn. - It., Tuscan var. of detto said - L. 
dictus, pp. of dicere say. 

dittography (palaeogr.) unintentional writing 
of a letter, etc., twice, xix. f. Gr. dittos double + 
-GRAPHY. 

ditty song, lay xiii; fwords of a song, theme xvi. 

ME. diteie) - OF. dite composition, treatise L. 
dictatum, sb. use of n. pp. of dietdre express in 
language, compose (see dictate). 

ditty-bag sailor’s bag for small necessaries. 
xix. So ditty-box, used by American fishermen, 
of unkn. orig. 

diuretic xv. - (O)F. diuretique or L. diureticus - 
Gr. diouretikos, f. dioureir. urinate, f. did 

through + oiiron urine. 
diurnal occupying a day; occurring daily xv; of 
the day xvii. - late L. diurndlis, f. diurnus, f. dies 

day. 
diva prima donna, xix. - It., ‘goddess’L. diva, 
sb. use of fern, of dlvus divine1. 

divagation xvi. f. L. divagari, -at-, f. di-' + 
vagari wander; see -ation. 

divan Oriental council of state; court of justice, 
council chamber xvi; long seat against the wall 
of a room xvm; smoking-room with lounges 
xix. - F. divan or It. divano - Turk, divan - Pers. 
diwdn (orig.) brochure, (hence) account-book, 
office of accounts, court, council chamber, 
(cushioned) bench. 

divaricate stretch or spread apart, xvii. f. pp. 
stem of L. divaricare, f. di-1 + variedre stretch 
(the legs) asunder, f. various straddling; see 
-ate*. So divarication xvi. 

dive vb. trans. OE.; intr. xiii. OE. dyfan wk. 
trans. dip, submerge = ON. dyfa *dubjan, f. 
Gmc. *dub-\ OE. dufan intr. did not survive, be¬ 
ing replaced by the wk. form; belongs to the 
Gmc. series *daub- *deub- *dub-, parallel to 
*daup- *deup- *dup- deep, dip. Hence as sb. xvii; 

in the U.S. sense of ‘low resort for drinking, etc.’ 
from the sense of the vb. ‘dart out of sight’, 

diverge xvn. - medL. divergere, f. di-1 + vergere 
bend, incline, verge*. So divergent, -ence xvn. 

divers fdifferent, diverse; (arch.) sundry, 
several, many. xni. ME. divers(e), - (O)F. - L. 
dlversus contrary, separate, different, prop. pp. 
of divertere divert. So diverse different; 
tdivers, sundry, xiii. Identical in orig. with 
prec., in later use differentiated from it in form 
and pronunc. So diversity xrv. diversify xv. - 
OF. diversifier - medL. diversificare. 

divert turn aside xv; distract xvi; entertain, 
amuse xvn. - F. divertir - L. divertere turn away, 
leave one’s spouse (cf. divorce), differ (cf. 
divertere turn aside), f. di-1 + vertere turn. So 
diversion xvn. - late L. (med ); the mil. use may 
be immed. - F. diversion or It. diversione. 

divest xvn. refash, on L. models in di-1 of earlier 
devest (xvi) - OF. devestir, des- (mod. devetir) - 
Rom. *disvestire\ see dis- 2, vest*. 

divide xiv. - L. dividere cleave, apportion, sepa¬ 
rate, f. di-1 + *videre, f. IE. *widh- (see widow). 

So dividend portion of anything divided, xvi. - 
AN. dividende - L. dividendum, sb. use of n. ger¬ 
undive of dividere. divider xvi. pi. dividing 
compasses xvm. division xiv. - OF. devisiun 
(mod. division) - L. divisor (math.) xv. - F. or 
L.; see -or'. 

divine1 pert, to God or a god; god-like; heavenly 
xrv; of surpassing excellence xv. - OF. devin, 
fern, -ine, later, by assim. to L., divin(e) - L. 
divinus, f. divus god like, god, rel. to deus god 

IE. *deiwos\ see -ine1. So divinity xiv. 
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divine* tsoothsayer, seer; ecclesiastic, theo 
logian. xrv. - OF. devin (:- L. divinus sooth¬ 
sayer), later divin theologian, after medL. 
divinus doctor of divinity, theologian; sb. use of 
prec. 

divine* make out as by supernatural insight; 
practice divination, xrv. ME. devine - (O)F. de 
viner, f. devin divine*, after L. divinare foretell, 
predict. So divination xrv. 

divorce sb. xrv. - (O)F. - L. divortium separa¬ 
tion, divorce, f. divortere, var. of divertere 
divert. So as vb xrv. - (O)F. - late L. Hence 
divorcee xix; also in F. form divorcee). 
divorcement xvi. 

divot piece of turf. xvi. orig. Sc. deva(i)t, diffat, 
etc.; of unkn. orig. 

divulge tpublish abroad xv; reveal (something 
secret) xvii. - L. divulgdre make commonly or 
publicly known, f. di-1 + vulgdre publish, propa¬ 
gate, f. vulgus common people (cf. vulgar). So 

divulgate, -ation. xvi. 
divvy colloq deriv. of dividend + -y*. xix. 

dizzy (dial.) foolish, stupid OE.; giddy xrv. OE. 
dysig = MDu. dosech, dosech, LG. dusig, dosig 
giddy, OHG. tusic foolish, weak, f. WGmc. *dus, 
found also in OE. dys(e)lic foolish, LG. dusen be 
giddy, and with /-suffix in LG dusel giddiness, 
MDu. duselen (Du. duizelen) be giddy or stupid; 
see -y*. 

do1 pt. did, pp. done trans. fA. put, place (cf. 
doff, don'); B. perform, execute, C. cause; D. as 
auxiliary of tense. OE. intr A. act (in a specified 
way) OE.; B. fare, get on xiii; C. (in perf. tenses) 
make an end xiv; D. be (well or ill) xv; E. serve 
the purpose, suffice xvi. OE. don, pt. dyde, pp. 
gedon, of which the pt. dyde is isolated amongst 
the Gmc langs., the others having forms can¬ 
to OE. pi. dxdon, Angl dedon (a type which sur¬ 
vived only into ME.), e.g. OS. doan, deda, dedun, 
gidon (Du. doen, deed, deden, gedaan), OHG. 
tuon, teta, tdtum, gitan (G. tun, tat.getan). 
This common WGmc. vb., the history of which 

remains in some points obscure, is based on a 
widespread IE. *dho, *dhe- *dho-, repr. by Skr. 
dddhdti put, lay, Gr. tithemi place, L. facere 
make, do, do, dere in addere add, etc. (over 
lapping with the root (IE. *do ) of dare give), 
Lith. deti, OS1. deti put, lay. Cf deed, doom 

do* see doh. 

Dobbin (typical name for) a draught- or farm- 
horse. xvi. var. of Robin (see robin). 

docent tadj. teaching xvii; sb. (U S.) teacher in 
a college or university (after G.) xix. - L. docens, 
-ent-, prp. of docere teach; see doctor, ent. 

docile teachable xv; tractable xvm. - L. docilis, 
f. docere teach; see doctor, -ile. 

dock' coarse weed of genus Rumex OE. docce, 
corr. to MDu. docke, of unkn. orig. 

dock* solid fleshy part of a horse’s tail; crupper 
xrv; cut end. stump xvi perh. identical with OE. 
docca (or -e) in fingerdoccan finger-muscles, and 
corr to Fris. dok bunch, ball (of twine, etc ), 
(M)LG. docke bundle of straw, OHG tocka 
(south G. docke) doll; the meanings point to a 
basic sense ‘something round’. Hence as vb cut 
short, curtail xiv 

dock’ tbed or hollow in which a ship rests at 

low water; artificial basin for the reception of 
ships, xvi. - MLG., MDu. docke (mod. dok), of 
unkn, orig. Hence dock vb. xvi. docker dweller 
near docks xvm; dock labourer xix. 

dock* prisoner’s enclosure in a criminal court. 
xvi. prob. rogues’ cant and identical with the 
word repr. by Flemish dok cage, pen, hutch, of 
unkn. orig. 

docket tsummary, minute xv; abstract, mem¬ 
orandum, register xvi; endorsement, label xvm. 
of unkn. orig., poss. f. dock* + -et Hence vb. 
XVII 

doctor teacher; one highly proficient in a 
branch of learning or holding the highest 
university degree; spec, doctor of medicine, 
(hence) medical practitioner, xrv. - OF. doctour 
- L. doctor, -or , teacher, f. doct-, pp. stem of 
docere teach, causative corr. to discere learn 
(:- *di-dc-sc). 

doctrine xrv. - (O)F - L doctrina teaching, 
learning, f. doctor (see prec ). So doctrinal xv. - 
late L. doctrindlis, earlier sb. ‘text-book’ (xv) 
after OF. doctrinal, medL. doctrindle (sb. use of 
n. adj ). doctrinaire xix (orig one of a F. politi¬ 
cal party which aimed at an ideal of recon¬ 
ciliation of extremes). 

document tinstruction; tevidence xv; some¬ 
thing written, etc. furnishing evidence xvm. - 
(O)F. - L. documentum lesson, instance, speci¬ 
men, in medL. written instrument, official 
paper, f. docere teach; see doctor and -ment. 

Hence as vb. finstruct xvii; furnish with docu 
ments (as evidence) xvm. Whence docu 
mentation xvm. 

dodder* parasitic genus of plants, Cuscuta. xm. 
corr. to MLG. dod(d)er, MHG. toter (G. dotter), 
of unkn. orig. 

dodder* (dial.) tremble, shake xvii; totter, 
potter xix. var. of or parallel form to tdodder 
(xv). Hence doddery xx. 

doddered xvii. used, after Dryden, of old oaks 
that have lost the top or branches; alt. form, 
simulating a pp., of tdoddard (Dryden), f. idod 
poll, lop (xiii), of unkn. orig.; see -ard. 

dodecagon (geom.) 12-sided plane figure. 
xvii. - Gr. dodekdgonon, f. dddeka 12; see -gon. 

So dodecahedron xvi. - Gr. dodecasyilable 
xviii. 

dodge haggle, trifle xvi; avoid an encounter 
with; move to and fro xvii. of unkn. orig. So sb. 
xvi. 

dodo xvii. - Pg. doudo simpleton, fool; applied 
to the bird because of its clumsy appearance, 

doe female of the fallow deer OE.; female of hare 
or rabbit xvii. OE. da, of unkn. orig. 

doff xiv. ME. doflfe), contr. of do oflfe), OE don 
of, of don take off, remove; see do', off. 

dog sb. Late OE. docga (once in a gloss; also g. 
pi. in place-names, doggeneford, doggeneberwe), 
of unkn. orig.; the gen. term was hund hound, 

which dog finally displaced in this status. For 
the formation cf. the animal-names frog', pig, 

stag, *sucga in hxgsucga hedge-sparrow, 
*wicga beetle in earwig. Hence dog vb. follow 
like a dog xvi. dogged till-conditioned xiv, 
tcanine xv; pertinacious xvm; see -ed* 

doge chief magistrate of the republics of Venice 
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and Genoa, xvi. - F. - It. (Venetian doze) L. 
dux, duc-\ cf. duke. So dogate office of a doge, 
xvni. - F. dogat - It. (Venetian) dogato, f. doge, 
see -ate1. 

dogger two-masted fishing vessel xrv. - MDu. 
dogger trawler, fishing-boat (Du. dogger cod- 
fisher), of uncert. orig. 

doggerel xrv. In earliest use adj. in rym dogerel 
(Ch.), presumably f. dog (with contemptuous 
implication as in dog Latin, tdog rime xvn) + 
EREL. 

doggo (si.) lie doggo lie quiet, remain hid. xix. 
app. f. dog + -o. 

doggone (U.S.) confound! damn! xix. app. de¬ 
velopment of earlier dog on it (etc.), of obscure 
orig., as a euph. substitute for God damn it. Cf. 
Sc. dagone! deuce take it! 

dogma xvn. - L. dogma philosophical tenet - 
Gr. dogma, dogmat- opinion, tenet, f. dokein 
seem (good), think, suppose. So dogmatic, -ical 
xvn. - late L. dogmaticus - Gr. dogmatikos. dog¬ 
matism xvn, -ist xvi. - F. dogmatize xvii. - F. 
or late L. 

doh, do* (mus.) first note of the scale in sol- 
mization. xvm. - It. do. 

doily fwoollen stuff for summer wear xvn; 
small ornamental napkin or mat xviii. f. name 
of Doiley, Doyley, a draper, 

doldrums xix. prob. orig. dial, or si. f. dol 
DULL. 

dole* tpart, portion OE.; (arch.) share, lot xm; 
portion doled out xrv. OE. dal *dailaz, see 
deal1. Hence dole vb. xv. 

dole* (arch.) grief, sorrow, lamentation, xm. 
ME. dol, with vars. doel, de(o)l, du(i)l - OF. dol, 
doel, duel, etc. (mod. deuil mourning)pop. L. 
dolus, f. L. dolere suffer pain or grief. Hence 
doleful xm. 

dolerite mineral allied to basalt, xix. - F. dol- 
erite, f. Gr. dolerds deceptive; so named from the 
difficulty of discriminating its constituents; see 
-ITE. 

dolichocephalic (ethnology) long-headed 
xix. f. Gr. dolikhos long + kephalt head + -ic. 

doll tmistress xvi; child’s toy-baby xvii; pretty 
but silly woman xix. Pet-form of the female 
name Dorothy. Hence dolly in same senses xvii; 
also applied to contrivances having a fancied 
resemblance to a doll xvm; see -y*. 

dollar German thaler; Spanish peso or piece 
of eight (i.e. eight reales) xvi; standard unit of 
coinage in U.S.A., Canada, etc. xvm. - early 
Flem., LG. daler (Du. daalder) - G. taler (for¬ 
merly thaler) short for Joachimst{h)aler, ap¬ 
plied to a silver coin made from metal obtained 
in Joachimst(h)al (i.e. ‘Joachim’s valley’) in the 
Erzgebirge, Czechoslovakia. The forms dolor, 
-er appeared xvi, dollor, -ar xvn. 

dollop ftuft, clump xvi; shapeless lump xix 
perh. of Scand. orig. (cf. Norw. dial, dolp lump) 

Dolly Varden name of a character in 
Dickens’s ‘Barnaby Rudge’, applied (xix) to (1) 
a large hat with one side bent downward and 
abundantly trimmed with flowers, (2) a print 
frock with large flower pattern, (3) a Californian 
trout or char 

dolman Turk’s robe open in front xvi (doly- 

man): hussar’s jacket worn with sleeves hang¬ 
ing loose, woman’s mantle with cape-like ap¬ 
pendages xix. In the first sense - F. doliman, in 
the second - F. dolman - G. - Hung, dolmdny; 
ult. - Turk. dolama(n). 

dolmen cromlech. - F., perh. improperly f. 
Bret, tool table, maen stone (the Bret, form be¬ 
ing taolvaen), or repr. the Corn. comp, cited as 
tolmen ‘hole of stone’ in 1754. 

dolomite (min.) native carbonate of lime and 
magnesia, xvm. - F. dolomite, also dolomie, f. 
name of D. de Dolomieu, French geologist (1750- 
1801); see -me. 

dolour, (U.S.) dolor tpain; grief, sorrow, xrv. - 
OF. dolo(u)r, (mod. douleur)L. dolor, or-, rel. 
to dolere suffer pain or grief. So dolorous xrv. - 
OF. doleros (mod. douloureux) - late L. 
dolorosus. 

dolphin xm. Three types of form have been 
current: (i) delfyn, delphin - L. delphinus - Gr. 
delphis, -in-: (ii) dalphyn - OF. daulphin (see 
dauphin); (iii) dolfyn, dolphin, app. Eng. alts, 
of (ii). 

dolt xvi. prob. rel. to tdold (xv) numb, and dol(l), 
var. of dull. 

dom A. Pg. title of dignity; B. title prefixed to 
the name of Benedictines and Carthusians xvm. 
In A, - Pg. dom L. dominus master (spec, of a 
household), f. domus house. In B, shortening of 
L. dominus. 

-dom suffix denoting condition or state, as in 
freedom, wisdom state of being free, wise, pass¬ 
ing to the sense of domain, realm, territory, as 
in Christendom, kingdom, and to that of ex¬ 
perience, as in martyrdom. OE. -dom = OS. 
-dom, OHG. -tuom (G. -turn), suffixal use of OE. 
dom doom. 

domain estate, lands, dominions xvii; sphere 
of thought or action xvra; lordship xix. - F. 
domaine, alt-, by assoc, with L. dominium (see 
dominion), of OF. demaine, demeine demesne. 

dome (arch.) house, mansion xvi; fcathedral 
church, rounded vault, cupola xvn; vaulted 
roof, canopy, etc. xvm. In the first sense - L. 
domus house; in the others - F. dome - It. domo 
house, house of God, cathedral, cupola L. 
domus. 

Domesday survey of the lands of England 
made in 1086 by order of William the Conqueror, 
xn (domesdei). ME. form of doomsday, popular 
appellation given to the book as being a final 
and inexorable authority, 

domestic pert, to the household; pert, to one’s 
country xvi; tame xvn; sb. tinmate xvi; house¬ 
hold servant xvm. - (O)F. domestique - L. dom- 
esticus, f. domus house, rel. to Gr. domos, Skr. 
dama-, OS1. domu, OIr. doim in the house. So 
domesticate xvn. f. pp. stem of medL. dom- 
estiedre, see ate8, domesticity xvm. 

domicile xv. - (O)F. - L. domicilium, f. domus 
house (see prec.). Hence domiciliary xviii. 

dominant ruling, commanding xv; (mus.) 
(pert, to) the fifth note of the scale of any key 
xix. - (O)F. - L. dominans, -ant-, prp. of dominari 
(f. dominus), on the pp. stem of which was 
formed dominate xvii; see dom, -ant, -ate8. So 
domination xiv. - (O)F. - L. 
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domineer xvi. - Du. tdomineren - F. dominer - 
L. dominari: see prec. 

dominical pert, to the Lord or the Lord’s Day 
(Sunday), xv. - (O)F. dominical or late L. dom- 
inicdlis. f. dominie us, f. dominus lord, master; 
see DOM, -ical. 

Dominican pert, to the Order of Friars Prea 
chers (Black Friars) xvu. - medL. Dominica,- 
nus, f. Dominicus, L. form of the name of 
Domingo de Guzman (St. Dominic), c. 1170-1221, 
founder of an order of preaching friars; see -an. 

dominie (now Sc.) schoolmaster, pedagogue 
xvn. sp. of L. domine, orig term of respectful 
address to clerics, voc. case of dominus master, 
lord (see dom). 

dominion lordship, sway xv; domains of a 
feudal lord or sovereign (hist., designation of 
some countries of the British Commonwealth) 
xvi. - OF. - medL. dominid, -on-, f. dominium, f. 
dominus master, lord (see dom). 

domino A. cloak with a half-mask worn at mas¬ 
querades, person wearing this xvm; the mask 
itself xix; B. rectangular piece used in the game 
{dominoes) having the under side black and the 
upper blank or marked with pips xix. - F. dom¬ 
ino, presumably a deriv. of L. dominus (see 
dom). 

don1 put on. xiv. contr. of do on: do* (in the sense 

‘put’) on adv. 

don1, Don Sp. title prefixed to a man's Christian 
name; Sp. gentleman, Spaniard; distinguished 
or important man; (in English universities) 
head, fellow, or tutor of a college, xvu. - Sp. 
L. dominus (see dom). 

donate xix. Back-formation from donation 
(xv) - (O)F. - L. donatio, noun of action f. 
dondre, f. donum gift. So donative xv - L., n 
of donativus. donor xv. - AN. donour, OF. 
doneurL. donator, or-. Hence donee xvi. 

done pp. of do*. 

donjon arch. sp. of dungeon. 

donkey xvm. In early use pronounced so as to 
rhyme with monkey, whence the proposed 
derivs. from dun* and from the proper name 
Duncan (cf. dicky, neddy). 

donor see donate. 

doodle simpleton xvii; larva of tiger-beetle (also 
doodle-bug, applied in 1944 to the ‘flying 
bomb’) xix; aimless scrawl on paper xx. In the 
first sense - LG. dudel- in dudeltopf, -dopp sim¬ 
ple fellow; the connection of the other senses is 
doubtful; the last is prob. rel. to dial. vb. doodle 
fritter time away. 

doom ordinance, decision, trial, judgement OE.; 
(final) fate xiv. OE. dom - OFris., OS. dom, 
OHG. tuom, ON. domr, Goth, doms Gmc. 
*domaz lit. that which is set or put, f. Mb- place, 
set, do1. Hence doom vb. xv. 

doomsday Day of Judgement. OE domes daeg, 
g. of doom, and day. 

door (i)OE. duru(fern, u-stem) = OS duru, corr. 
to other Gmc. (orig. pi.) forms with i-stem, ODu 
dori pi. (Du. deur fern. sg ). OHG. turi (G. tur 
fem. sg.), ON. dyrr fern pi. and n., Goth, daurdns 
fern. wk. pi. (ii) OE. dor n. = OS. dor, (O)HG. tor 
gate, Goth daur n. The IE. base *dhur- *dhw$r 
is repr. also by Skr. dvdr-, Gr. thura, L. fores. 

OIr. dor us, OSi. dviri gate, dvoru court, Lith. 
durys gate The ME descendants of OE. duru 
and dor coalesced. 

dope (orig. U.S.) lubricating fluid; opium or 
other narcotic xix. - Du. doop sauce, f. doopen dip, 
mix, adulterate (rel. to dip), whence dope vb 

dor species of fly or beetle OE ; flying beetle xv. 
OE. dor a: prob. unit, of humming noise 

Dorian pert, to Doris, a division of ancient 
Greece; (mus.) name of one of the ancient Gr 
musical modes, xvu. f. L. Dorius - Gr. Ddrios, f. 
Doris: see -ian. So Doric Dorian xvj; one of the 
main dialects of ancient Greek; (hence) rustic; 
one of the Greek orders of architecture xvii. - 
L. Ddricus - Gr. Dorikos. 

dormant (hist.) fixed, stationary xiv; sleeping; 
inactive, quiescent xvi. - (O)F dormant, prp. of 
dormir L. dormire sleep, rel. to OSI. dremati 
(Russ, dremat' slumber), and further to Skr. 
drdti, drdyati sleeps, Gr. edrathon I slept. So 
dormer projecting vertical window in a slop¬ 
ing roof (orig. dormitory window), xvi. - OF 
dormeor. dormitory xv. - L. dormitorium, sb. 
use of n. of dormitdrius, f. dormit-, pp. 
stem of dormire sleep, dorter, -our (hist.) dormi¬ 
tory (e.g. of a monastery), xm. - OF. dortour 
(mod. dortoir)L. dormitorium. 

dormouse xv. of unkn. orig. 
dormy (golf) leading by as many holes as there 
are holes to play. xix. of unkn. orig. 

dorsal xv. - (O)F. dorsal or late L. dorsalis, for 
L. dorsudlis, f. dorsum back; see -al*. 

dory yellow fish Zeusfaber (also John Dory), xiv 
(darre). - F. doree, sb. use of fem. pp. of dorer 
gild late L. deaurare, f. de- + aurdre gild. f. 
aurum gold. 

dose prescribed quantity of medicine, xv. - F. - 
late L. dosis - Gr. dosis giving, gift, portion of 
medicine, f. didonai give. Hence dose vb. xvii. 

doss (si.) sb bed; vb. sleep, xvm (dorse), f. L. 
dorsum (F. dos) back. For the loss of r cf. bass', 

dace. 

dossal ornamental cloth on or at the back of 
a chair, an altar, etc. xvu (do(r)sel). - medL. 
dossdle, n. of dossalis, for dorsalis (see dorsal). 

dossier set of documents relating to a matter, 
xix. - F. dossier bundle of papers in a wrapper 
having a label on the back, f. dos back; see doss, 

-ier1. 
dost arch. 2nd pers. sg. pres. ind. of do*. 

dot* (dial.) small lump, clot xvi; minute mark 
xvu. OE. dott (once) head of a boil, perh. in con 
tinuous colloq. use, but not recorded again till 
xvi in the gen. sense of ‘small knob or lump’, 
when its appearance may be due to Du. dot knot, 
prob. rel. to OHG. tutto, tutta nipple; for the 
prob. base *dutt- cf. OE. dyttan (:- *duttjan), dial. 
dit stop up, plug. Hence dot vb. xvm. 

dot* dowry, xix. - (O)F. - L. dos, dot-, f. Mo- 
give. 

dote A. be silly or weak-minded xm; B. bestow 
excessive fondness upon xv. perh. OE., corr. to 
MDu. doten be silly. Hence dotage, dotard xrv. 

doth arch. 3rd piers, sg. pres. ind. of do*. 

dott(e)rel spiecies of plover; fdotard. xv. f. 
dote + -rel; the bird was presumably so named 
from its (alleged) stupidity. 
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dotty covered with dots; (si.) of unsteady gait 
(cf. phr. dot and go one, said of one who has a 
wooden leg, xvm); of feeble mind, daft xix. f. 
DOT1 + -y’. 

double consisting of two, twofold xm; twice as 
many xiv - OF. doble, duble, later and mod. 
doubleL. duplus duple. So double vb. xin. 

double entendre xvn. - F. phr. (rare) ‘double 
understanding’; see double, intend. 

doublet (hist.) close-fitting body garment for 
men xrv; one of two things exactly alike xvi. - 
(O)F. doublet, f. double, see prec. and -et. 

doubloon (hist.) Sp. gold coin, orig. double of 
the pistole, xvn. - F. doublon or its source Sp. 
doblon, augm. of doble (= F. double) double. 

See -oon. 

doubt tfear; be in uncertainty xhi. - OF. doter, 
duter (mod. douter) L. dubitare waver, hesi¬ 
tate, rel. to dubius dubious. The latinized sp. 
with b appears xv. So doubt sb. tfear, un¬ 
certainty. xin. - OF. dote, dute (mod. doute), f. 
douter. Hence doubtful, doubtless xiv. 

douche stream of water applied to the body. 
xviii. - F. - It. doccia conduit pipe, f. docciare 
pour by drops Rom. *ductiare, f. ductus duct. 

dough OE. dag = MLG. dech (Du. deg), OHG. 
teic (G. teig), ON. deig, Goth, daigs Gmc. *dai- 
3oz, f. IE. base *dhoigh- *dheigh- *dhigh- smear, 
knead (so Goth, digan), whence also Skr. degdhi 
smears, L. fingere (see fiction), Gr. teikhos, toi- 
khos wall, Lith. dyzti thrash, 

doughty -fworthy; valiant, stout. Late OE. 
dohtig, new formation prob. after dohte, pt. of 
dugan be of use or worthy, repl. dyhtig, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. duchtich (Du. duchtig), MHG. tiihtic 
(G. tilchtig brave, competent); f. Gmc. base 
*dau3- *du3- avail, be fit (see -y1). 

dour (Sc. and north.) hard, stern xiv; stubborn, 
sullen xv. prob. - Gael, dur dull, stupid, obsti¬ 
nate, which may be - L. durus hard. 

douse1, dowse tstrike xvi; strike (sail) xvn; 
doff; extinguish xvm. perh. rel. to MDu., LG. 
dossen, G. dial dusen beat, strike. 

douse1 fplunge in liquid; drench, xvi. prob. 
imit., but poss. identical with prec. 

dove xii. ME. d(o)uve, dofe - ON. dufa = OS. 
duba (Du. dutf), OHG. tuba (G. taube), Goth. 
duboGmc. *dubdn. 

dowager woman whose husband is dead and 
enjoys a title or property derived from him. 
xvi. - OF. douag{i)ere, f. douage dower, f. douer 
endow, see -er*. 

dowd fugly woman xrv; shabbily or drably 
dressed woman xvni. of unkn. orig. Hence 
dowdy sb. xvi, adj. xvn; denoting ugliness until 
xviii. 

dowel headless peg, bolt, etc. xrv. perh. - MLG. 
dovel, corr. to OHG. tubili (MHG. tubel), f. Gmc. 
*dub-IE. *dhubh-, whence Gr. tuphos wedge, 

dower (arch.) dowry , portion of a deceased hus¬ 
band’s estate allowed to a widow xrv. - (O)F. 
douaire - medL. dotarium, f. L. dos, dot- dowry, 
dotare endow; cf. -ary. So dowry fdower; 
money that a wife brings her husband xrv. - AN. 
dowarie = (O)F. douaire. 

dowlas fcoarse linen, (now) strong calico, xv. 
f. name of D(a)oulas, a town in Brittany. 

down' thill OE., open expanse of high ground, 
spec, in pi. xin. OE. dun = OS. duna (Du. duin: 
cf. dune), a word of the LG. area; of uncert. orig. 

down* first feathering of young birds, xrv. - ON 
dunn, rel. to dyja shake. 

down* adv. to or in a low(er) position. OE. dune, 
aphetic of adune adown. Hence down prep, in 
descending direction along, xin. downcast xvn. 
downfall xm. downhearted xvm. downright 

vertically downwards xm; thoroughly, outright 
xrv; adj. xvi. downward xii. 

dowse use the divining rod. xvii (deusing rod). 
of unkn. orig. 

doxology forma] ascription of praise to God. 
xvii. - medL. doxologia - Gr. doxologia, f. doxo- 
logos giving glory, f. doxa glory; see -logy. 

doyen senior member of a body xvii. - F.; see 
DEAN1. 

doyl(e)y see doily. 

doze fstupefy, muddle, perplex; sleep drowsily. 
xvii. perh. of Scand. orig. cf. Da. dose drowse, 
etc. Hence doze sb. xvm. 

dozen xm. ME. dozein(e) - OF. dozeine, -aine 
(mod. douzaine)-, Rom. deriv. with -ena (as in L. 
decena, centena, etc. group of 10, 100, etc.), f. 
*do{t)ze *dodece L. duodecim 12, f. duo 
two + decern ten. 

drab1 slattern; harlot, xvi. prob. in orig. a cant 
or slang word; perh. from Du. or LG., cf. 
Du. drab dregs, LG. drabbe thick dirty liquid, 
mire. 

drab1 tkind of cloth xvi; (adj.) dull yellowish- 
brown colour xvn. prob. alt. of tdrap cloth (of 
which it was an alternative form xvn-xvm) - 
(O)F. - late L. drappus (see drape). 

drabble become or make wet with muddy 
water, xrv. - LG. drabbelen walk or paddle in 
water or mire; see drab1, -le*. 

drachm tdrachma; unit of weight, dram. xrv. 
Late ME. drag me - OF. dragme or late L. 
dragma, var. of L. drachma - Gr. drakhmt Attic 
weight and coin, prob. orig. handful of coins’, f. 
base *drakh- of drassesthai seize, grasp. Also 
drachma xvi. 

draconic, Draconic A. pert, to a dragon xvn; 
B. pert, to Draco (archon at Athens 621 b.c.) or 
his severe code of laws xvm. f. L. draco, -on- 
dragon or the proper name Draco, Gr. 
Drakon + -ic. So draconian, D- xix 

draff dregs, refuse, xm. perh. repr. OE. *drsef = 
MLG., (M)Du. draf, OHG. (pi.) trebir (G. treber, 
trdber husks, grains). 

draft sb. var. of draught, recorded xvi and es¬ 
tablished since xvm for certain senses. Hence 
draft vb. xvm. 

drag xv. Obscurely developed from OE. dragon 
draw, or - cogn. ON. draga. Hence, or partly - 
MLG. dragge grapnel, drag sb. xrv. 

draggle soil (a garment), etc., by dragging it 
through wet or mire xvi. f. drag vb. + -le1. 

dragoman interpreter, xvi. - F. tdragoman 
(now drogman) - It. dragomano - medGr. 
dragomanos - early Arab, targumdn, now tar- 
juman, f. targama, tarjama interpret, 
dragon xm. - (O)F. - L. draco, -on- - Gr. drakon, 
rel. to derkesthai, aorist drakein see clearly, 

dragonnade persecution directed by Louis 
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XIV against French protestants in which dra 
goons were quartered upon the victims, xvm. - 
F., f. dragon dragoon; see -ade. 

dragoon fcarbine, musket, so called from its 
‘breathing fire’ like a dragon; cavalry soldier, 
orig. applied to mounted infantry armed with 
this weapon, xvii. - F. dragon dragon; see -oon. 

Hence vb. set dragoons upon, force rigorous 
measures upon. xvii. 

drain fstrain OE.; draw liquid away in small 
quantities, xvi OE. dreahnian, drehnian, prob. 
f. *dreas-Gmc. *drauj- (see dry). Hence as sb 
xv. Hence drainage xvii. 

drake’ tdragon OE ; (f. LG.) kind of cannon; 
angler’s name for species of fly xvii. OE. draca 
- MLG., MDu. drake (Du. draak), OHG. 
trahho WGmc. *drakan- - L draco dragon. 

drake1 male of the duck. xm. of obscure orig; 
rel. to G. dial. (LG.) drake, dracheand the second 
el. of OHG. antrahho, antrehho, the first el of 
this comp, being OHG. anut = OE. ened, MLG. 
anet (Du. eend), ON. Qnd , widespread IE. word 
for ‘duck’, repr. by L. anas, anat-, Gr. nessa, etc. 

dram fdrachm, drachma xv; l fluid ounce, 
(hence) small draught of spirit, etc. xvi. - OF. 
drame or medL. drama, var. of drachma. 

drama xvii. - late L. drama - Gr. drama, -at 
deed, action, play (esp. tragedy), f. drdn do, act. 
So dramatic xvi. dramaturge playwright 
xrx. - F. - Gr. dramatourgos, f. dramat + 

*erg- work. Hence dramatist xvii, dramatize 

XVIII. 

drape A. fmake into cloth xv; B. cover with 
drapery xix. In A - OF. draper, f. drap cloth 
late L. drappus, poss. of Celt, orig.; in B back- 
formation from drapery, suggested by F. 
draper. So draper xrv. - AN draper, (O)F. 
drapier. drapery cloth, textile fabric xiv; 
business or shop of a draper xv; artistic arrange¬ 
ment of clothing; stuff with which an object is 
draped xvii. - (Q)F. draperie. 

drastic xvii. - Gr. drastikos active, effective, f. 
drastos, ppl. adj. of drdn do; see ic. 

drat mild substitute for ‘damn!’, xix. Aphetic for 
od rat (xvm), i.e. od (for God) and rat2. 

draught act of drawing xn; that which is drawn 
or pulled xm; fmove at chess, etc.; pi. game 
played on a board xiv; tpicture, sketch xv; 
design, plan xvi; (perh. short for fwithdraught) 

tcesspool, privy xvi; current of air xvm. ME. 
draht, if not in OE., - ON. *drahtr, drdttr, later 
reinforced from MDu. dragt; abstr. sb. f. Gmc. 
*dra$-in draw; see -r1. Cf. draft. 

draw pt drew, pp. drawn general vb. for the 
expression of various kinds of traction OE.; de¬ 
lineate on a surface xm; frame, formulate xvi; 
intr. make one’s way OE. A Common Gmc. str. 
vb.: OE. dragan, pt. droh, drogon, pp dr degen. 
dragen = ON. draga draw, pull, and (in the 
sense ‘bear, carry’, ‘wear’) OS. dragan, OHG. 
tragan (G. tragen), Goth, (ga)dragan. 

drawer receptacle sliding in and out of a table 
frame, etc. xvi. f. draw+ er'. 

drawers two-legged under garment suspended 
from the waist, xvi. f. draw +- -er1 with pi. -s. 

drawing-room xvii Shortening of with- 
drawing-room (xvi). 

drawl fcrawl or drag along; speak with indolent 
or affected slowness, xvi. prob. orig. vagrants’ 
cant - EFris., LG., Du. dralen delay, linger, 

dray fsled or cart without wheels xrv; low cart 
without sides for heavy loads xvi. ME. dreye, 
draye (AL. dreia), corr. formally (though evi¬ 
dence of continuity is wanting and the meanings 
are different) to OE drsege drag-net, f. base of 
dragan draw (cf. MLG. drage bier, litter, OHG 
traga, ON. draga trailing load of timber) 

dread vb. xii. ME. dreden, aphetic of OE 
adrxdan, late form of ondrxdan = OS. 
antdrddan, OHG. intratan, f. ond-, and.-, (as in 
answer) + a WGmc. base of obscure orig. Hence 
sb. xii. dreadnought thick coat worn in rough 
weather xix; specially powerful type of battle¬ 
ship xx 

dream sb. xm. ME. drem, identical in form with 
the ME repr. of OE. dream joy, jubilation, 
music, minstrelsy (= OS. drom mirth, noise), 
but corr. in sense to OFris. dram, OS drom (Du. 
droom), OHG troum (G. traum), ON. draurnr, 
with which it may be identical. Hence vb xm. 

drear shortening of dreary, xvii 

dreary tdire, grievous, sad, doleful OE ; dismal, 
gloomy xvii. OE dreorig bloody, gory, grievous, 
sorrowful, f. dreor gore, flowing blood Gmc. 
*dreuzaz, f. *dreus *drcus, whence also OE. 
dreosan drop, fall, OS. driosan, Goth, driusan, 
and OS. dror, OHG. tror, ON. dreyri gore, 
blood, MHG trurec (G. traurig sorrowful); 
see -Y1. 

dredge1 instrument for dragging the bed of a 
river, etc. xvi. rel. in some way to early Sc. dreg 
(xv), which may be - MDu. dregghe, but the final 
cons, of the Eng. word suggests a native orig. 
Hence dredge vb.’, dredger’ xvi. 

dredge2 tsweetmeat containing spice, xvi. alt. 
of ME drag(g)e, dragie (xiv) - OF. dragie, (also 
mod.) dragee, with medL. drageia, dragetum, 
dragata obscurely rel. to L. tragemata, Gr. tra- 
g$mata spices, condiments. Hence dredge vb.2 
sprinkle with powder xvi; whence dredger2 box 
with perforated lid for sprinkling xvii. 

dreg (usu pi.) sediment of liquor; refuse, xiv 
(also dragges, dredges xvi-xvii). prob. of Scand. 
orig.; cf. ON. pi dreggjar. Hence dreggy xv 

drench draught, potion OE.; medicinal dose for 
an animal xvi. OE. drenc Gmc. *drarjkiz, f. 
*drarjk-, var. oi*drirjk drink; corr., with varia¬ 
tion of declension, to OS. dranc, OHG. tranc (G. 
trank), ON. drekka, Goth, dragk So drench 

make to drink OE. (now spec, in veterinary 
lang ): tsubmerge, drown; soak, saturate xm, 
wet through xvi. OE. drencan = OS. drenkian, 
OHG trenchen (G. tranken), ON. drekkja, Goth. 
dragkjan Gmc. *drarjkjan. 

dress tmake or put straight or right; prepare, 
treat (later, in a specific way) xrv; array, equip, 
attire xrv; line up (troops) xvm. - (O)F. dresser 
Rom. *directiare, f directus direct. Hence dress 

sb fsetting right xvi; personal attire xvii. 

dresser sideboard, xv. - OF dresseur, dregor 
(mod. dressoir), f. dresser prepare; see -er2 

dribble A. let flow or fall in a trickling stream 
xvi, B. (football) work the ball forward with re¬ 
peated touches of the feet xix f. tdrib (xvi). 
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modified form of drip + -le*. With sense B (perh. 
a different word) cf. Du. dribbelen toddle, trip, 

driblet small sum or quantity, xvii. f. tdrib vb.; 
see prec. and -let; assoc, later with dribble. 

drift driving or driven snow xm; driving or 
being driven xiv; (dial.) drove xv; course, 
direction; meaning, tenor xvi. ong. - ON. drift 
snowdrift, drifting snow; later - (M)Du. drift 
drove, course, current, impulse, impetuous 
action; f. base of drive; see -t'. 

drill' A. bore a hole in xvii; B train in military 
evolutions xvi. - MDu. drillen bore, turn in 
a circle, brandish = MLG. drillen roll, turn, 
whence (M)HG. drillen turn, bore, drill soldiers; 
ult. orig. unkn. Hence drill sb. A. boring in¬ 
strument; B. military evolutions, xvn. 

drill1 W. African baboon, xvii. prob. native 
name. Cf. mandrill. 

drill® small furrow; machine for sowing seed in 
this. xvhi. perh. a use of ^drill small stream, 
rivulet, of unkn. orig. 

drill4 coarse twilled fabric, xviii. Shortening of 
drilling (xvn), alt. of G. drillich, earlier tdrilich - 
L. trilix, trilic- woven in threefold, f. tri- 
three + licium thread. 

drink vb. OE. drincan = OS. drinkan, OHG. 
trinkan (G. trinken), ON. drekka, Goth, drig- 
kan Gmc. str. vb. *drerjkan, with no ulterior 
cognates. So sb. OE. 

drip let fall in drops xv; intr. xvii. - MDa. drippe 
(Da. dryppe), f. Gmc. *drupp- (see drop) Hence 
drip sb., dripping xv. 

drive force to move before one; move or ad 
vance rapidly; carry on vigorously. OE. drifan 
= OS. driban (Du. drijven), OHG triban (G. 
treiben), ON. drifa, Goth, dreiban Gmc. str. 
vb. * driban, with no certain cogns. outside Gmc. 
Hence drive sb. act of driving xvii; carriage 
road xix. 

drivel dribble, slaver; talk foolishly, xrv. ME. 
drevele, dryuele, repr. OE. dreflian (in prp gloss¬ 
ing medL. reumaticus rheumy); perh. rel. to 
draff; see -le®. 

drizzle vb. and sb. xvi. prob. f. ME. drese, OE. 
dreosan fall (see dreary); see -le*. 

drogue contrivance attached to a harpoon line 
to check the progress of a whale xviii; canvas 
bag towed at a boat’s stern to prevent it from 
broaching to xix; in aeronautics, canvas cone 
used as an anchor, etc. xx. of unkn. orig. 

droll xvn. - F. drole, earlier tdrolle (uncertainly 
rel. to MDu. drolle little chap). So droll sb. wag¬ 
gish fellow; ffarce, puppet-show; tjesting, bur 
lesque. xvii. perh. - MDu. droll vb. make fun 
(of), xvii - F. tdroler. drollery fpuppet show, 
comic picture xvi; waggery xvii. - F. drolerie. 

-drome repr. Gr. dromos running, course, race, 
as in hippodrome; rel. to dramein run, Skr. 
dramati. 

dromedary light fleet one-humped camel 
xrv. - AN. *dromedarie, OF. dromedaire (mod 
dromadaire), or late L. dromedanus, for *dro- 
maddrius, f. dromas, dromad- dromedary (- Gr. 
dromas, ad- runner; cf. prec.); see -ary. 

drone male of the honey-bee. OE. drdn, dr£n, 
corr. to OS. drdn, dreno, MLG. drane, drone, 
(with e-grade) OHG. treno (MHG. tren(e), G. dial. 

trane), prob. f. *dran- *dren *drun- boom (cf 
MDu. dronen, Du. dreunen, LG. dronen, Icel. 
drynja roar), with which Gr. anthrine wild bee, 
tenthrine kind of wasp, have been connected. 
The Eng. form drone (xv; cf. ME., mod. dial. 
drane) is perh. - (M)LG. drone. Cf. drone hum, 
buzz (sb. and vb.). xvi. 

droop xm. ME. dr{o)upe - ON. drupa hover, 
hang the head for sorrow, rel. to next, 

drop small quantity of liquid. OE. dropa = OS. 
dropo, ON. dropi Gmc. *dropan-, beside OE. 
*droppa (whence the present form) = OHG. 
tropfo (G. tropfen) Gmc. *droppan-\ f. *drup-, 
weak grade of the base *dreup- of OE. dreopan 
fall in drops (= OS. driopan, OHG. triofan, ON. 
drjupa). So drop vb. fail in drops OE.; let fall 
xrv. OE. drop{p)ian 

dropsy disease marked by accumulation of 
watery fluid, xm. Aphetic of idrop{e)sie - OF. 
idropesie - medL. (h)ydropisia, for L. hydropisis, 
f. Gr. hudrdps dropsy, f. hudor, hudr- water. 

dross scum thrown off from metals in smelting 
OE.; dreggy matter, refuse xiv. OE. dros = 
MDu. droes(e) dregs; cf. OE. drosna (gen. pi ), 
MLG drosem, (M)Du. droesen(e) (Du. droesem), 
OHG. truosana (G. drusen) dregs, lees, 

drought Late OE. drugad, f. *dru3-, base of dryge 
dry; cf. (M)LG. drogede, (M)Du. droogte, f. droog 
dry; see -T*. 

drove herd or flock of beasts, crowd. OE. draf, 
f. gradation-var. *draib- of base of drifan drive 

Hence drover driver of cattle, xv (dravere); 
see er1. 

drown xm. ME. (orig. north.) drio)un(e), 
pointing to an OE. *drunian, rel. to ON. drukna 
be drowned, f. Gmc. *drupk-, gradation-var. of 
*dretjk- drink. 

drowsy xvi. prob. based on the stem of OE. 
drusian be languid or sluggish, f. *drus-, var. of 
base dreosan fall (cf. dreary). See -y'. Hence, by 
back-formation, drowse be inactive, or heavy or 
dull with sleep, xvi. 

drub beat as with a stick; in early use esp. to bas¬ 
tinado. xvn. - Arab, darb beating, bastinado - 
daraba beat. 

drudge work slavishly, xvi. poss. a continua¬ 
tion with extended meaning of ME. drugge (xiii- 

xrv) drag or pull heavily. So drudge sb. servile 
worker, xv. drudgery xvi. 

drug sb. xiv. ME. pi. drogges, drouges - (O)F. dro- 
gueis), of unkn. orig. Hence drug vb. mix with a 
drug xvu; administer drugs to xviii. So druggist 

xvn. - F. droguiste. 
drugget kind of woollen stuff, xvi. - F. droguet, 
of unkn. orig. 

Druid one of an order of priests in ancient 
Britain and Gaul. xvi. - F. druide or its source L. 
(pi.) druidae, druides, Gr. drutdai - Gaul, druides, 
of uncert. orig. Hence druidic, -ical xvu. 

drum percussive musical instrument; drummer 
xvi (drom(me)); tympanum of the ear xvn; 
drum-shaped object xvm. perh. shortening of 
tdrom(b)slade, -\drombyllsclad (xvi), alt. - LG 
trommelslag drum-beat, f. trommel drum. 
Hence drummer xvi. 

drunk inebriated xiv; as sb. xix. Clipped form of 
drunken. So drunkard xv. prob. - MLG. drun- 



drupe 137 dumb-bell 

kert, f. drunken, cf. MDu. dronker, Du. dron- 
kaard. drunken intoxicated, drunk. OE. 
druncen, pp of drink = OS. drunkan, OHG. 
trunkan, ON. trukkinn, Goth. *drugkans, all of 
which have the same active meaning, 

drupe (bot.) stone-fruit, xvm. - L. drupa, 
druppa over ripe olive - Gr. druppa olive, 

druse crystals lining a rock-cavity, xix. - F. - G. 
druse weathered ore = MLG. druse, drose, Du. 
drees. 

dry aefi. OE. dryge *dru3iz, rel. to (M)LG. 
droge, dreuge, MDu. droghe (Du. droog) 
*drau3iz, f. Gmc. *drau3- *dreu3- *dr&3 \ cf. 
drought. Hence dry vb. OE. drygan. 

dryad wood nymph, xiv. - (0)F. dryade - L. 
Dryades, pi. of Dryas - Gr. Druddes, sg. Druas, 
f. driis tree; see -ad. 

dual xvii. - L. dualis, f. duo two; see -al1. Hence 
dualism xvm. So duality xrv. - late L. 

dub invest with a dignity (spec, that of knight¬ 
hood) xi; dress, trim xm; spec, in tanning; smear 
with grease xvii. Late OE. *dubbian, in phr. dub- 
bade to ridere, ‘dubbed to knight’, knighted, 
modelled on AN. aduber a chevaler. - AN. duber, 
aphetic of aduber, OF. adober (mod. adouber) 
equip with armour, repair, mend; of Gmc. orig. 
Hence dubbin, -ing preparation of grease for 
softening and waterproofing leather, xvm; see 
-ING1. 

dubious xvi. - L. dubiosus, f. dubium doubt, sb. 
use of n. of dubius doubtful, obscurely f. duo 
two, and meaning ‘hesitating between two 
alternatives’; cf. doubt. So dubiety xvm. - late 
L. dubietds. 

ducal pert, to a duke. xvi. - F., f. due duke; see 

-al1. 

ducat Italian coin. xrv. - It. ducato or its source 
medL duedtus duchy. 

duchess xrv. - (O)F. duchesse - medL. ducissa, 
f. L. dux, duc-\ see duke and -ess’. 

duchy xrv. - (i) OF. duche, later form of duchee 
fern. Rom. *ducitds, -tat-, f. L. dux, due- (see 
duke and ity); and (ii) (O)F. duche m medL. 
duedtus (see -ate'). 

duck1 swimming bird of the family Anatidae. 
OE. ddee, f. base of ducan dive, duck2. The ME. 
vars. duk(ke), doke, douke, point to orig. varia¬ 
tion in the quantity of the stem-vowel. 

duck1 plunge into liquid, trans. and intr. xrv, 
stoop quickly xvi. ME. douke, duke, repr. OE. 
*ducan = MLG., MDu. duken (Du. duiken), 
OHG. tuhhan (G. tauchen), corr. to forms with a 
short vowel in MHG. tucken stoop quickly, G 
ducken (with LG. initial cons.) The short vowel 
is evidenced xvi. 

duck* strong untwilled fabric xvii; pi. trousers 
or a suit of this xix..#- (M)Du. doek linen = OS. 
dok, OHG tuoh (G. tuch), of unkn. orig. 

duct fcourse, direction; tstroke drawn; tube or 
canal in an animal or vegetable body xvii; con 
duit xvm. - L. ductus leading, conduct, in medL. 
aqueduct, f. duct-, pp. stem of ducere lead (see 
TEAM). 

ductile malleable; flexible, pliable, xiv. - (O)F. - 
L. ductilis, f. duct-: see prec. and -ile. 

dud' fcoarse cloak xiv; pi. (si.) clothes; (dial.) 

rags, tatters xvi. of unkn. orig 

dud1 (dial.) delicate, soft, or contemptible per¬ 
son; worthless object xix. perh. transf. use of 
prec 

dude fastidious or exquisite ‘swell’, xix. orig. 
U.S. si.; prob. - G. dial, dude fool, 

dudeen short clay tobacco-pipe. xix. - Ir 
duidin, dim. of dud pipe. 

dudgeon feeling of resentful anger, xvi. freq. 
in phr. in dudgeon, of unkn orig. 

due owing xm; proper, suitable xiv; that is to 
be ascribed to xvii. - OF. deu (mod du, fern. 
due) Rom. *debutus, for L. debitus, pp. of 
debere (F. devoir) owe. Also adv. tduly; 
directly, straight xvi. So due sb. xv. - OF. 
(see above), sb use of pp. of devoir Hence duly 
adv. xiv. 

duel single combat, xv. - It duello or L. duel- 
lum, arch, form of bellum war, used in medL. 
for the official single combat. Hence duellist 
xvi. 

duenna chief lady-in waiting, elderly woman 
acting as family governess xvii; chaperon 
xvm. - Sp. dueha, formerly duenna L. domina 
lady, mistress (cf. dame). 

duet xvm. - G. duett or It. duetto, dim. of duo 
duo; see -et. 

duff (dial.) dough; flour-pudding boiled in a bag. 
xix. north, var. of dough. 

duffer (colloq.) incapable or inefficient person; 
(si.) counterfeit article; (Austral, si.) un¬ 
productive mine. xix. poss. alt. of Sc. doofart, 
dowfart stupid or dull person, f. dowf (dolf xvi) 
dull, spiritless, perh. - ON. daufr deaf. 

duffle, duffel coarse woollen cloth with a thick 
nap xvii (duffield; earlier in N. Amer. use); 
(U.S.) articles of dress for camping, etc. xix. f. 
Duffel, name of a town in Brabant, 

dug pap, teat. xvi. of unkn. orig 
dugong large aquatic herbivorous animal, 
xvm. ult. - Malay duyong (recorded 1751 as 
dugung). 

dug-out (U.S.) canoe made by hollowing out a 
tree-trunk; dwelling made by an excavation in 
the ground xix; roofed shelter in trench warfare 
xx. sb. use of pp. of dig out. 

duke sovereign prince, ruler of a duchy xii; 

Header, captain, ruler xm; hereditary title of 
nobility xiv. - (O)F. due - L. dux, due leader, 
rel. to ducere lead (see team). 

dulcet sweet, xiv. Early form also tdoucet - 
(O)F. doucet (dim. of doux, fern, douce), refash, 
after L. dulcis, see et. 

dulcimer musical string instrument, xv. orig. 
doussemer, dowcemere - OF. doulcemer, -mele, 
supposed to repr. L. *dulce melos sweet song, 

dull not sharp of wit xm; not brisk xiv; not clear 
or bright; tedious xv - MLG , MDu. dul, corr. to 
OE. dol stupid (:- *dulaz), OS. (Du.) dol, OHG 
tol (G. toll). Hence dull vb. xiv. dullard xv. 
prob. - MDu. dull-, dollaert. 

dulse edible seaweed, xvii - Ir., Gael, duileasg 
dumb destitute of speech, mute. OE. dumb - 
OS. dumb (Du. dom) stupid OHG. tump stupid, 
deaf (G. dumm stupid). ON. dumbr, Goth, dumbs 
mute; of unkn. orig. 

dumb-bell (i) hist, apparatus like that for 
swinging a church bell, but without the bell. 



dumbfound 

used for exercise or ringing practice; (ii) pi. pair 
of instruments held in the hands and swung for 
exercise, xviii. f. prec. 

dumbfound xvii. prob. f. dumb +-found of 
CONFOUND. 

dum-dum soft-nosed bullet, xix. f. Dum Dum. 
name of a military station and arsenal near Cal¬ 
cutta, India. 

dummy dumb person xvi; imaginary player at 

whist, etc. xvin; dolt xviii; counterfeit or sub¬ 

stituted article xix. orig. Sc dummie, with var. 

dumbie, f. dumb + -Y9. 

dump1 fit of melancholy or depression, freq. 
and now only pi.; fmoumful tune. xvi. prob. of 
LG. or Du orig and a fig. use of MDu. domp 
exhalation, haze, mist, rel. to damp. 

dump3 fA. throw down or fall with sudden force 
xrv; B. throw down in a mass (orig. U.S.) xix. In 
north. ME. perh. of Scand. orig. (cf. Da. dumpe, 
Norw. dumpa fall suddenly or with a rush, and 
Sw. dimpa, pt. damp, pp. dumpit), but an in¬ 
dependent imit. orig. is poss. Hence sb. matter 
dumped, place of dumping, xix. 

dumpling xvi. Much earlier than the simplex 
dump, which is applied to various short thick 
objects (late xviii) and is app. f. dumpy adj. 
short and stout (mid-xvin); see -ling1. 

dun1 dull or dingy brown. OE. dun(n) = OS. 
dun, prob. rel. to OS. dosan, OHG. tusin (cf. 
DUSK). 

dun* importunate creditor, agent employed to 
collect debts, xvn. poss. abbrev. of tdunkirk 
(xvii) privateer, orig. ship from Dunkirk, town 
on the French coast. Hence vb. xvii. 

dunce fdisciple of Duns Scotus; dull pedant; 
dullard, blockhead xvi. orig. Duns, name of 
John Duns Scotus (d. 1308), scholastic theo¬ 
logian, whose disciples formed a predominant 
scholastic sect at the universities until they 
were attacked by the humanists and reformers; 
occurring first in phr. Duns men. Dunces 
disciples. 

dunderhead xvii. perh. rel. to dial, dunner re¬ 
sounding noise. 

dune sandhill on the sea-coast, xviii. - (O)F. - 
MDu. dune (Du. duin) = OE. dun down1. 

dung OE. dung = MDu. dungie), OHG. tunga 
manuring (G. dung, also dunger manure); cf. 
(with mutated vowel) Sw. dynga muck, dung. 
Da. dynge, Icel. dyngja, of unkn. orig. Hence vb. 
xrv. 

dungaree coarse Indian calico xvii; (pi.) 
trousers of this xix. - Hindi dungri. 

dungeon castle keep; strong cell xrv. - (O)F. 
donjon Gallo-Rom. *domnio, on-, ‘lord’s 
tower’, or ‘mistress tower’, f. L. dominus master, 
lord. 

dunlin red-backed sand piper, xvi. prob. for 
*dunling, f. dun1 + -ling1. 

dunnage light material, brushwood, etc. 
stowed among a cargo, xiv (in AL. form 
dennagium), xv (donage), xvii (dynnage). of 
unkn. orig. 

duo (mus.) duet. xvi. (F. duo) - It. - L. duo two. 

duodecimal pert, to 12th parts; based on the 
number 12. xviii f. L. duodecimus twelfth. 
duodecim twelve, f. duo two-* decern ten; cf 

dust 

decimal. So duodecimo size of a book in which 
a page is ^ of a sheet, xvii. 

duodenum xrv. - medL. (short for intestinum 
duodenum digitorum ‘of twelve digits’; so 
named from its length), f. duodeni, distributive 
of duodecim twelve (see prec.). 

duologue dramatic piece for two actors, xix 
irreg. f. L. duo or Gr. duo two, after monologue. 

dupe victim of deception, xvn. - F. dupe, earlier 
tduppe, said in a text of xv to be a cant term; 
joc. application of (dial.) dupe hoopoe (of ob¬ 
scure orig ), from the bird’s stupid appearance. 
Hence vb. xviii; after F. duper. 

duple ^vi. - L. duplus, f duo two + *pl- -fold. 
So duplex xix. - L., f. duo+plic- fold3. 

duplicate adj. xv; sb. xvi. - L. duplicatus pp. of 
duplicare, f. duplus (see prec., -ate3). So vb. xv. 
duplication xv. - F. or L. 

duplicity quality of being double-faced, xv. - 
(O)F duplicite or late L. duplicitas, f. duplic- 
duplex; see -ity. 

durable xrv. - (O)F. - L. durabilis, f. durare 
last, endure; see -able. 

duralumin aluminium alloy, xx. P.; - G., perh. 
f. Diiren (in the Rhineland) + alumin(i)um 
ALUMINIUM. 

dura mater outermost envelope of brain and 
spinal cord. xv. - medL., lit. hard mother’, tr. 
Arab al-'umm al-jalida or al-jdfiya ‘the hard 
mother’; so called because it was thought to be 
the source of every other membrane in the 
body; cf. pia mater. Hence dural xi*. 

durance fduration, lastingness xv; -.orced con¬ 
finement or restraint, now esp. in phi durance 
vile\ tstout cloth xvi. - OF., f. durer last L. 
durare, see next and -ance. 

duration continuance xrv. - OF. - medL. 
duratid, on-, f. durare harden, endure, f. durus 
hard; see -ation. 

duress(e) thardness, harshness xiv; forcible 
restraint, imprisonment; constraint xv. - OF. 
duresseL. duritia, f. durus hard; see -ess3. 

during xiv (in Sc. tdurand, -ant). - (O)F. dur- 
antRom. *durante, abl. of L. durans, prp. of 
durare last, continue (cf. duration and see 
-ING3). 

durmast variety of oak. xviii. perh. orig. an 
error for dunmast, i.e dun1 (dark-coloured) 
+ MAST3. 

durn see darn3. 
durst see dare. 
dusk adj. dark-coloured (OE ); sb. darker stage 
of twilight xvii; vb. grow dark (OE.). The form 
dusk (xiv) is difficult to account for (cf., 
however, for the vowel OE. geduxod, geduhsod 
darkened); it was preceded by ME. dosk sb., 
doskin vb. xm, which are characteristically 
western forms and repr. OE. dox dark, swarthy 
(:- *duskaz IE. *dhuskos, whence L. fuscus 
dark, dusky), and its deriv. doxian become dark 
in colour; rel. to OS. dosan, OHG tusin darkish 
(of colour), dull (cf. dun1). 

dust sb. OE. dust = MDu. donst, dust (LG. dust, 
Du. duist meal-dust, bran), ON. dust. The pri¬ 
mary notion seems to be ‘that which rises in 
a cloud’; cf. OHG. tun(i)st wind, breeze, G. 
dunst vapour Hence dust vb. trise as dust 



dutch 139 dyspepsia 

xm; freduce to dust xv; soil with dust; free 
from dust xvi (whence duster xvi). dusty OE. 
dustig. 

dutch (si.) wife xix Short for duchess 

Dutch tGerman xiv; pert, to the people of Hol¬ 
land xvi. - MDu. dutsch Dutch, German (Du 
duitsch German) = OE peodisc Gentile, also sb 
a language, OS. thiudisc Gmc. *peudiskaz, f. 
*peuda (OE. peod people); see -ish\ In Germany 
the adj. was orig. used to distinguish ‘the vulgar 
tongue’ from Latin, hence to denote German 
vernaculars and consequently the speakers of 
any of these. 

duty conduct due to a superior xm; obligation, 
function; fdue charge or fee xiv; payment en¬ 
forced or levied xv. - AN. dewete, duete, f. du(e) 
due; see -ty*. Hence duteous, dutiful xvi, duti¬ 

able XVIII. 

dwarf OE. dweorg, dweorh = MDu. dwerch (Du. 
dwerg), OHG. twerg (G. zwerg), ON. dvergr 
Gmc. *dwer3az. Hence vb. render dwarfish, xvn. 
dwarfish xvi. 

dwell Head astray OE.; ftarry, delay; continue 
in a place or state xn; have one’s abode xm; 
spend time on xvi. OE. dwellan, pt. dwealde lead 
astray, corr. to OS. bidwellian hinder, MDu. 
dwellen stun, perplex, OHG. twellen delay, 
harass, ON. dvelja trans. delay, intr. and refl. 
tarry, stay; f. Gmc. *dwel- ‘dural- *dwul-. The 
sense ‘abide, stay’ was adopted from ON. 

dwindle xvi. f. (dial.) divine, OE. dwinan waste 
away = (M)LG., MDu. dwinen, ON. dvina\ see 
-LE*. 

dyad number two. xvii. - late L. dyas, dyad- - 

Gr. duds, duad-, f. duo two; see -ad. 

dye vb. OE. deagian, of unkn. orig. Not recorded 

again till xiv, though the agent-nouns dyer, 
dyester are recorded from xm So dye sb. OE 
deag, deah, rare ME. deh, the present word is a 
new formation on the vb. (xvi). The words are 
peculiarly Eng. 

dyke see dike. 

dynamic pert, to force, xix. - F dynamique - 
Gr. dunamikos, f dunamis strength (rel. to 
dunasthai be able); see -ic. So dynamical xix, 
dynamics xvm. 

dynamite xix. Named by Alfred Nobel; f. Gr. 
dunamis force (see prec.) + -ite. 

dynamo xix. short for dynamo-(electric-) ma¬ 
chine, f. Gr. dunamis force (see dynamic); for the 

comb, form see -o-. 
dynasty xv. - F. dynastie or late L. dynastia - 
Gr. dunasteia power, domination, f. dunastis (L. 
dynastes, whence dynast xvii), f. dunasthai be 
able or powerful. 

dyne unit of force in the centimetre-gramme 
second system, xix. - F. dyne, f. Gr. dunamis 
force. 

dys- prefix in L. adoptions repr. Gr. dus- = Skr. 
dus , Gmc. *tus- (OE. to-, OHG. zur- (G. zer ), ON. 
tor ), denoting the reverse of easy, favourable, 
or fortunate, used in direct derivs. from Gr. and 
in new (chiefly scientific) formations. 

dysentery inflammation of the large intestine, 
xiv. - OF. dissenterie or L. dysenteria - Gr. 
dusenteria, f. dusenteros, f. dys- + entera bowels; 
see -y®. 

dyslogistic having an unfavourable meaning, 
xix. f. dys-, after eulogistic 

dyspepsia xvm. - L. - Gr. duspepsid, f. 

duspeptos difficult of digestion, f. dys- + peptos 
cooked, digested; see -y®. 



E 
e- see ex-1. 

each OE. sic = OFris., (M)LG. el(li)k, MDu. 
el(li)c, Du. elk. f. Gmc. *3alikaz (see alike). 

For the disappearance of / cf. which, such, 

every. 

eager tardent, fierce xm; keenly desirous or im 
patient; tpungent, acid (cf. vinegar) xrv. - AN 
egre. (O)F. aigre Rom. *acrum, for L. dcrem, 
nom. deer pungent, swift, strenuous, f. IE. *dk- 
be sharp or pointed (cf. acid). 

eagle xiv. - AN. egle, (O)F. aigle, replacing 
faille, refash, after Pr. aigla, etc. L. aquila, 
perh. rel. to aquilus dark-brown. So eaglet 
young eagle, xvi. see -et; after F. aiglette, 
feglette. 

eagre tidal bore. xvn. of uncert. orig. 
-ean suffix formed by adding an to e or e of 
L. -eus, -eus (varying with -sus), corr. to Gr. 
-eos, -eios (-aios); formerly often with parallel 
forms in -san, -(e)ian\ it has in some words an 
immed F. original in -een. 

ear1 organ of hearing. OE. eare — OS., OHG. ora 
(Du. oor, G. ohr), ON. eyra, Goth, auso Gmc. 
*auzan-, f. *aus- IE. *ous , whence also L. 
auris, Gr. os, oils (:- *ousos), Lith. ausis, OS1. 
ucho Hence earring. OE. earhring 

ear1 spike of corn. OE. ear (Nhb. shher) = OS. 
ahar (Du. aar), OHG. ahir, ehir (G. dhre), ON. 
ax, Goth, ahs Gmc. *axuz, *axiz, rel. to L. 
acus, acer- husk, chaff, f. IE. *ak- be sharp or 
pointed (cf. edge). 

earing (naut.) small rope fastening the upper 
corner of a sail to the yard. xvii. perh f. ear1 + 
-ING1 or RING1. 

earl fwarrior, nobleman, prince. OE.; equiv. of 
count xn. OE. eorl = OS., OHG. erl, ON. jarl 
(runic erilaR), of unkn. orig. Hence earldom 
XII. 

early OE. (late Nhb.) srlice, beside drlice, f. a?r 

ere + -lice -lys, after ON. arliga. As adj. xm (after 

ON. drligr). 
earn OE. earnian - MLG. arnen, OHG. amen, 

on reap WGmc. *aznojan, xjan, rel. to OE 
esne labourer, man, OHG. esni, Goth, asneis, and 
further to OHG. aran, Goth, asans harvest. 

earnest1 fardour in battle; seriousness. OE. 
eornust, -ost = MLG. ernest, OHG. ernust (G. 
ernst), cf. ON ern brisk, vigorous, Goth, arniba 
safely; of unkn. orig. So earnest adj. OE 
eornost(e) = MLG ernest. earnestly OE 
eornostlice. 

earnest2 money paid as an instalment xm. Ear 
best forms (e)ernes, prob alt., with assim to 
ness, ofsynon. and contemp. erles - OF. *erles :~ 

Rom *arrulas, dim. (pi.) of L arra pledge; 
assim to prec. appears xv. 

earth OE. eorde -= OS. ertha (Du. aarde), OHG. 
erda (G. erde), ON jqrd. Goth airba Gmc. 
*erbo, f. base *er, appearing also in OHG ero 
earth, ON jqrfi gravel, Gr eraze on the ground. 

W. erw field Hence earth vb. tbury xiv; 
cover up with earth xvii. earthen xm (see 
-en3), whence earthenware xvii. earthly. 

OE. eordlic. earthquake xiv. earthy xvi; 
see -y1. 

earwig insect so called because it is supposed 
to penetrate the ear. OE. earwiega, f. eare ear1 
+ wicga earwig, prob. rel. to wiggle. For the 
form of wiega cf. dog. 

ease topportunity, means; comfort, con¬ 
venience. xm. AN. ese, OF. eise, (also mod.) 
aise felbow-room; tfavourable occasion, con¬ 
venience Rom. *adjaces for (sb. use of) ad- 
jacens adjacent. So ease vb. relieve, comfort, 
xrv. 

easel standing frame to support a picture, xvii. - 

Du. ezel ass. 
easement redress xiv; convenience; ac 
commodation in or about a house; privilege of 
using something not one’s own xv. - OF. aise 
ment, f. aisier ease vb.; see -ment. 

east adv. OE.; sb. (OE easte fern ); adj. (in OE. 
only compar. east(er)ra, superl. east(e)mest). OE. 
east- in comps, (e.g. eastende eastern region. 
Eastangle East-Anglians) = OFris. ast, OS., 
OHG. ost (Du. oost, G. ost), repr. Gmc. *austa- 
(with suffix *-no- in OE. eastan, OS., OHG. 
ostana, ON. austan from the east); as adv. prob. 
shortening of *easter = OS., OHG. ostar, ON. 
austr toward the east Gmc. *austra-, which 
is found in the proper names Estrangli (Bede) 
East-Anglians, OHG Ostarrihi (G. Osterreich) 
Austria; f. IE. base *aus-, as in L. aurora (:- 
*ausosa), Gr. (Aeolic) auos, Lith. ausra, Skr. 
>u$d- dawn. So feaster eastern, xiv xix. perh 
continuing OE. compar easterra Hence prob. 
easterly xvi. eastern. OE. easterne = OS , 
OHG. ostroni, ON. austreennGmc. *austrdnja- 
eastward adv. toward the east. OE. easte- 
wearde, hence as adj. xv 

Easter Christian festival commemorating the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. OE eastre, mainly 
in pi. = OFris. dsteron, MHG. osteren, OHG. os 
tarun (G. Ostern pi ); derived by Bede from the 
name of a goddess whose feast was celebrated at 
the vernal equinox, Eostre, Nhb. var of Eastre 
Gmc *Austron- (rel. to prec.J. Several OE 
comps, of the comb, form Easter- survive: 
Easteraefen Easter Eve, Eosterdxg Easter Day, 
Eastersunnandsg Easter Sunday, Eastertid 
Eastertide, Easterwuce Easter week, 

easy at ease, free from constraint or discomfort 
xii; causing little or no discomfort or difficulty; 
not oppressive or painful xiv. - AN aise, OF. 
aisie (mod. aise), pp. of aisier put at ease (see 
ease vb ); see -y1. Hence easy-chair xvm. easy 
adv. xiv; comb, in easy-going xvii 

eat pt. ate, pp. eaten OE. str. vb etan = OS. etan 
(Du eten), OHG ezzan (G essen). ON eta, Goth. 
itan Gmc. *etan, f. IE base *ed , whence L. 



eau 141 -ed 

edere. Gr. edein, Ir., Gael, ith, Lith. edmi, OS1. 
jami, Skr. ddmi I eat. 
eau - F. eau L. aqua water, as in eau- 
de-Cologne perfume orig. made at Cologne, 
Germany xix; eau-de-vie water of life', brandy 
xvm. 

eaves OE. efes, corr. to OFris. ose, MLG. ovese, 
MDu. o(ve)se, OHG. obasa, -isa, MHG. ob(e)se (G. 
dial, obsen) eaves, porch, ON. ups, Goth, ubizwa 
portico Gmc. *obaswo, *obiswo, prob. f. *ob- 
of over. The final s is treated as a pi. ending and 
the word takes pi. concord. Hence eaves¬ 
dropper one who listens under walls to hear 
gossip, secret listener, xv. prob. - ON upsar- 
dropi, corr. to OE. yfxsdrypze: see drip, drop. 
Hence by back-formation eavesdrop vb. xvn. 

ebb sb. OE. ebba - (M)LG., MDu. ebbe (Du. 
ebibe)) WGmc. *abjan-, on, f. *ab (see of), 
as if ‘a running off or away’. So ebb vb. OE. 
ebbian = (M)LG., (M)Du. ebben. 

ebonite vulcanite, xix. f. next + -ite. 
ebony xvi (hebeny). Preceded by feban (xv) - 
OF. eban (also ebaine, mod. ebene) - medL. 
ebanus, var. of L. (h)ebenus - Gr ebenos ebony 
tree, of Sem. orig.; later ebon (xvi), latinized 
(h)eben, which was superseded by forms with 
-y, perh. after ivory. 

ebullient boiling, bubbling over. xvi. - L. 
ebulliens, -ent, prp. of ebullire, f. e -ebullire 
boil*. So ebullition xvi (once xrv). - late L. 

ec- var. of ex-* before consonants, 
eccentric not concentric xvi (as sb. xv); not 
central or referable to a centre; irregular, odd 
xvn; sb. (person) xix, after F. - late L. 
eccentricus, f. Gr. ekkentros, f. ek out, 
ex-* + kentron centre; cf. (O)F excentrique. 
Hence eccentricity xvi. 

ecclesiastic adj. xv; sb. xvn. - F. ecclesiastique 
or ChrL. ecclesiasticus - Gr. ekklesiastikos, f. 
ekklesiastts member of the ecclesia or public 
assembly of citizens (in LXX rendering Heb. 
koheleth one who addresses a public assembly), 
f. ekklesiazein hold or summon to an 
assembly, (eccl.) summon to church, f. ekklesia 
assembly, (eccl.) church, f. ekkletos, pp. adj. of 
ekkalein, f. ek out, ex-* + kalein call, summon. 
So ecclesiastical xv. 

echelon military formation in parallel divi¬ 
sions but with no two on the same alignment, 
xvm. - F echelon, f. echelle ladder L. scdla 
scale*; cf. -OON. 

echinus (zool.) sea-urchin xiv; (archit.) ovolo 
moulding next below the abacus xvi - L. - Gr 
ekhinos hedgehog, sea urchin 

echo sb. xiv. - (O)F echo or L. echo - Gr ekh6 
(cf. ekhS, ekhos noise), perh. rel. to OE swog 
noise Hence echo vb xvi. echoic of the nature 
of echo, applied by J. A H Murray (1880) to 
words that are held to imitate sounds denoted 
by them. 

eclair xix. - F. (‘lightning’), f. eclairer Rom 
*exclariare, f. ex-1 Belarus clear 

eclectic epithet of philosophers not attached 
to a school xvn; collecting or collected from 
different sources xix. - Gr ekleklikos, f. eklek- 
tos selective, f. eklegein, f. ek out. ex-* f legein 
choose; see lection, -ic. 

eclipse interception of the light of a heavenly 
body, xm - OF. e(s)clipse (mod. eclipse) - L. 
eclipsis - Gr. ekleipsis, f. ekleipein be eclipsed, 
etc., f. ek out, away, ex-*+ leipein leave*. Hence 
vb. xiv; cf. (O)F. eclipser. 

ecliptic pert, to an eclipse xrv; sb. great circle 
of the celestial sphere, the apparent orbit of the 
sun, so called because eclipses happen only 
when the moon is on or very near this line xiv. 
- L. eclipticus - Gr. ekleiptikos (also sb ). f. eklei¬ 
pein: see prec. and -ic. 

eclogue pastoral dialogue (esp. of Theocritus 
and Virgil), xv. - L. ecloga short poem - Gr. 
eklogt selection, esp of poems, f. eklegein (see 
eclectic). 

ecology (biol.) study of the relations of plants 
and animals with their habitat, xix. - G. oko- 
logie, f. Gr. oikos house (used for 'habitat'); see 
WICK*, -LOGY. 

economy management (of a house) xvi; careful 
management, thrift; administration of a com¬ 
munity or establishment xvn; political economy, 
tr. F. economic politique xvm. - (O)F. economie 
or L. ceconomia - Gr. oikonomia, f. oikonomos 
manager of a household, steward, f. oikos house 
(cf. wick*) + -nomos managing, nemein manage; 
see -Y*. So economic, -ical. 

ecru colour of unbleached linen, xix. - (O)F., f. 
e- (intensive) + cru crude. 

ecstasy xiv (rare before xvi; earlier forms ex(s)- 
tasie, -acy, the sp. ecst-, accommodated to Gr., 
appearing xvii). - OF. extasie - (with assim. to 
sbs in -sie, L. -sia) late L. extasis - Gr. ekstasis, 
f. eksta-, stem of existanai put out of place (in 
phr. existanai phrenon drive out of one’s wits), 
f. ek out, ex-* + histanai place (see stand). So 

ecstatic xvii. - F. extatique - Gr. ekstatikos 
ecto- repr. Gr. ektos outside (f. ek ex * after entos 

= L. intus within), used as comb form in 
scientific terms such as ectoderm, ectoplasm 

ecumenical pert, to the universal church xvi; 
world wide xvn. f. late L. cecumenicus - Gr 
oikoumenikos, f. he oikoumene (sc. ge earth) the 
inhabited world, pp fern, of oikein inhabit, f. 
oikos house; see wick*, -ical. 

eczema xvm. - modL - Gr. ekzema, f. ekzein 
boil over, (of disease) break out, f. ek out, ex * 
+ zein boil. 

-ed' formative of the pp. of weak verbs, in OE 
-ed, -ad (-od, ud), the vowels of which repr. the 
thematic vowels of the class to which the verbs 
belong, the suffix proper being -dGmc *-daz 
IE. * tos. repr. by Skr tas. Gr. -tbs (in verbal 
adjs.), L tus. In some OE. verbs, the suffix being 
added immed to the base appears as d, after 
unvoiced cons, as t, e g. seald, pp. of sellan sell, 
boht, pp of byegan buy In ME. the several OE 
variants were levelled under ed, this -ed is usu 
retained in writing, although the pronunc. is 
normally reduced to d or t, e g. robed, hoped 
The pronunc. id occurs regularly in ordinary 
speech only in the endings -ded, ted. A few pps., 
as beloved, blessed, cursed, have escaped the 
tendency to contraction when used as adjs.; and 
learned as adj is pronounced with -id, but as pp 
with -d or -t. 

-ed* repr OE. -ede - OS odiGmc * odja-, and 
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appended to sbs. to form adjs. denoting the pos¬ 
session or the presence of the thing or attribute 
expressed by the sb., e.g. OE. hocede hooked (f. 
hoc), hringede ringed (f. bring). This suffix cor¬ 
responds in function to the -tus of L. formations 
like caudatus tailed (f. cauda tail), auritus eared 
(f. auris ear); it is now added without restric¬ 
tion to a sb. to form an adj with the sense ‘pro¬ 
vided with, characterized by’ (something), as in 
hooted, cultured, diseased, moneyed, wooded, 
and notably in parasynthetic adjs., as dark- 
eyed, three-pronged. 
In mod. Eng. and to a large extent in ME. there 

is no formal distinction between exx. of this 
suffix and ppl. adjs. in -ed1 derived ult. from sbs 
through unrecorded vbs. 

edacious eating, devouring, xix. f. L. eddx, 
eddc-, f. edere eat; see -ious. 

edapMc (bot.) pert, to the soil. xx. - G. 
edaphisch, f. Gr. edaphos ground, soil (orig. 
base, bottom, f. *sed- sit); see -ic. 

eddy small whirlpool, xv (Sc. ydy). perh. of 
Scand. orig. (cf. ON ida eddy, whirlpool); prob. 
f. base of OE. ed- again, bacK = OHG. et(a)-, ON. 
id-, Goth. 0 then, but, rel. to L. et and, Gr. eti yet; 
cf. MHG. itwaege flood, whirlpool (-waege corr. to 
OE. waeg wave). 

edelweiss xix. - G., f. edel noble + weiss white 
Eden abode of Adam and Eve (Gen 2: 15) xrv; 
delightful abode, paradise xvi. - L. (Vulg.) 
Eden, Gr. (LXX) Edin - Heb edhen, orig. 
‘delight’. 

edentate of the order of Edentata, which lack 
incisor and canine teeth, xix. - L. edentdtus, f. 
e- + dens, dent- tooth; see -ate*. 

edge sharp side of a blade OE.; boundary of a 
surface xrv. OE. ecg = OS. eggia (Du. egge), 
OHG. ekka (G. ecke corner), ON. egg Gmc. 
affo, f. IE. *ak- be sharp or pointed (see acid). 

Hence edge vb. give an edge to xm; incite xvi 
(cf. EGG1). 

edible xvn. - late L. edibilis, f. edere eat; see 
-IBLE. 

edict xv. - L. edictum, sb. use of n. pp. of edicere 
proclaim, f. e- -edicere say, tell (cf. diction). 

edification building up of the church, of the 

soul in holiness, etc.; mental or moral im¬ 

provement xrv; fbuilding xv. - L. aedificatio, -on-, 
f. a?di/tcdrebuild; see -fication. So edifice build¬ 

ing. xrv. - (O)F. edifice - L. aedificium, f. aedis 
dwelling, orig. hearth, + fic-, wk stem of facere 
make, edify build up, lit. and fig xrv. - (O)F. 
edifier - L. aedificare. 

edit tpublish (rare); prepare an edition of xviii; 
be the editor of xix partly - F editer (based on 
edition); partly back-formation from editor. So 

edition tpublication; tproduction, creation, 
one of the forms in which a literary work is 
produced, xvi. - (O)F. edition - L. editid, on-, f. 
edit-, pp stem of edere put forth, f. e + dare put. 
editor (publisher xvn (rare); one who prepares 
an edition xviii; conductor of a periodical xix 
- L. editor producer, exhibitor, f. edit-. Hence 
editorial xviii 

educate xv. f. pp. stem of L educdre, rel. to 
Mucere educe; see ate*. So education xvi. - 
(O)F. or L Hence educationist xix, which is 

earlier than educationalist, f. educational 
(xvii). educative xix. 

educe flead or draw forth xv; bring out, develop 
from a latent condition xvn. - L. educere, f. e- 

+ ducere lead (cf. duct). 

edulcorate soften, xvn. f. pp. stem of medL 
edulcorare, f. E- + late L. dulcor sweetness, f. L. 
dulcis sweet; see -ate*. 

-ee1 suffix repr. AN. -e{e), (O)F -e L. -atus, 
-dtum, endings (m. and n.) of pps. of vbs. in -are, 
as in dcputdtus deputy, mandat um command 
(cf. maundy). It occurs earliest (xv) in legal 
terms of AN. orig. denoting the recipient of a 
grant or the like, e g. feoffee, grantee, lessee, 
patentee, on the model of which many others 
were made denoting the indirect obj. of vbs. The 
common correspondence of agent-nouns in -or 
or -er with nouns in -ee, e g. lessor and lessee, 
obligor and obligee, led to the general ap¬ 
plication of the suffix, as in addressee. By mid- 
xvii -ee had become the regular repr. of F. -e in 
adopted words, e g. debauchee. Later exx. are 
examinee, employee, escapee, in xx internee, 
evacuee. 

-ee* suffix used in a few names of garments, pri¬ 
marily with dim. force, as bootee, coatee (xvm); 
also goatee (orig. U.S.), var. goaty; perh. a varia¬ 
tion on -ie, -Y*. 

eel OE. ael = OS., OHG. dl (Du., G. aat), ON. dll 
Gmc. *aeiaz, of unkn. orig. 

e’en see even1’*. 

e’er see ever. 

eer suffix repr. mostly F. -ier L. -arius -ary, 
and denoting ‘one who is concerned with, 
handles, or deals with’. In several words there 
were earlier vars. in -er and -ier (which was gen. 
replaced by -eer in xvii); charioteer and engineer 
go back to ME. antecedents adopted from OF. 
forms in -eor (mod. -eur). 
Most of the sbs. have deriv. vbs., which are 

used particularly in the gerund and prp., e.g. 
electioneering, mountaineering. 

eerie ffearful, timid xiii; uncanny, weird xviii. 
Orig. north. Eng. and Sc. eri\ of obscure orig. (cf. 
OE. earg cowardly), 

ef- form of ex 1 used before/. 
efface wipe out, obliterate, xv. - (O)F. effacer, f. 
ef- + face FACE. 

effect result xiv; accomplishment xv; operative 
influence, impression xvii; pi goods and 
chattels xviii. - OF. effect (mod. effet) or L. 
effectus, f. effect-, pp. stem of efficere work out, f. 
ef- + fic-, facere make, do1. Hence effect vb. xvi. 
Also effective xiv. - L. effectual xiv. - medL. 
effectuate xvi. f medL. effectuhre, -at-. 

effeminate xiv. - L. effemindtus, pp. of effemi- 
nare make feminine, f. ef-+femina woman; see 
feminine, -ate4. Hence effeminacy xvii. 

efferent conducting outwards, xix. - L. efferens, 
-ent-, prp. of efferre, f. ef- +/erre bear*; see -ent. 

effervesce give off bubbles of gas. xviii. - L. 
effei vescere, f. ef - +fervescere, inceptive of fer- 
vere, see fervent, -escent. So effervescent, 
-ence xvii. 

effete fthat has ceased to bring forth; worn out. 
xvii. - L. ejfetus that has brought forth young. 
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exhausted as by bearing young, f. ef-+fetus 
FOETUS. 

efficacious xvi. f. L. efficdx, -dc-, f. efficere\ see 
EFFECT, • acious. So efficacity xv. - F. - L 
efficient making a thing what it is xiv; ade¬ 
quately operative or skilled xvih. - prp. of L 
ejfficere. efficiency xvi. 

effigy xvm (effigies sg. xvi-xix). - L. effigies, f 
effig-, stem of effingere, f. ef- + fingere fashion, 

effloresce burst forth as in flower; change to 
fine powder, xvm. - L. efflorescere, f. ef 

+florescere (see florescence). So efflor¬ 
escence xvii, efflorescent xix. 

effluent flowing out xvm (once xv); sb. xix. - L. 
effluens, -ent-, prp. of effluere, f. ef-yfluere flow. 
So effluence xvii (once xiv). effluvium outflow 
of (electric, etc.) particles; (noxious) odour, xvii. 
efflux, effluxion xvii. - (O)F. or late L. 

effort xv. - (O)F. effort, earlier esforz nom., f. 
esforcier (mod. efforcer)Rom. *exfortiare, f. L. 
ef- + fortis strong (see force). 

effrontery xvm. - F. effronterie, f. effronte 
shameless, impudent, OF. esfronte Rom. 
*exfrontatus, f. *exfrons, for late L. effrons 
barefaced, f. ef- + frons forehead; see front, 

-ery. 

effulgent gleaming forth, xvm. - L. effulgens, 
-ent-, prp. of effulgere; see ef-, fulgent. So efful¬ 
gence xvii. - late L. 

effusion pouring out or forth, shedding (of 
blood), xv. - (O)F. - L. effusio, -on-, f. effundere, 
effus-, see ef-, fusion. So effuse xvi, effusive 
XVII. 

eftsoons (arch.) again; t(soon) afterwards. OE. 
eft sona 'afterwards immediately’, ME. eftsone, 
to which advb. -s was added xiv; OE. eft (= OS. 
eft, MLG., MDu. echt, ON. ept, cf. after) + sona 
soon. 

egad (arch.) euph. excl., veiling by God. xvii. See 
GAD2. 

egg' ‘ ovum’, xiv. - ON.; superseding cognate 
ME. ey OE. seg = OS., (O)HG.. Du. ei Gmc. 
*ajjaz- n., rel. to L. ovum, Gr. oion, Ir. og, W. wy, 
and poss. further to words for ’bird’ in Skr. vi-, 
L avis. 

egg2 incite. OE. (late Nhb.) geeggedon, pt. pi. of 
geeggia - (with ge- y- prefixed) ON. eggja, rel. to 
egg edge. 

eglantine sweet-briar xv. - OF. eglantine, ult. 
f. aculeus prickle, sting. 

ego (philos.) conscious thinking subject; (col- 
loq.) self, xix - L., the pron. I. So egoism belief 
that nothing exists but one’s own mind; theory 
which regards self-interest as the basis of 
morals xvm; egotism xix. - F. egoisme - modL. 
egoismus. egotism practice of talking about 
oneself; self-conceit, selfishness xvm; the t is of 
uncert. orig. So egoist, egotist xvm. 

egregious eminent, gross, flagrant, xvi. f L. 
egregius surpassing, illustrious, f. e- + grex, 
greg- flock; see -ious. 

egress going out. xvi. - L. egressus, f. egress-, pp 
stem of egredi, f. e gradi step, 

egret white heron xv - AN egrette, (O)F. 
aigrette - Pr. aigreta, f. stem of aigron, corr. to 
(O)F. heron heron; see -et 

eider-down down of the eider-duck xvm; 

143 elater 

quilt xix. ult. - Icel. aedr eider-duck-i-down2; cf. 
Icel. aebardun. 

eidolon unsubstantial image, xix. - Gr. eidolon 
IDOL. 

eight OE. ehta (eahta) = OS., OHG. ahto (Du., 
G. acht), ON. atta, Goth, ahtau, corr. to L. octo, 
Gr. oktd, (O)Ir. ocht, W. wyth, Lith. astuoni, Skr. 
a$tau, Av. asta. So eighteen OE. e(a)htatene = 
OS. ahtotian (Du. achttien), OHG. ahtozehan (G. 
achtzehn), ON. attjan\ see -teen eighteenth 
ME. e^tetenthe, repl. OE. e{a)htoteada\ see -th2. 

eighth OE. e(a)htoda = OHG. ahtodo (G. achte)\ 
see -th2. eightieth (-eth1). eighty ME effeti, 
repl. OE. hunde{a)htatig, see hundred and -ty’. 

eisteddfod congress of Welsh bards, xix. - W., 
‘session’, f. eistedd sit, for *eitsedd, f. IE. *sed- 
sit. 

either each of the two OE.; one or other of the 
two xiii; adv. introducing alternatives xiv. OE. 
xgder, contr. form of seg(e)hwaeder - MLG., 
MDu. ed(d)er (as adv.), OHG. eogihwedar 
Gmc. phr. *aiwo ffywafaraz, i.e. ‘ever each of 
two’; see ay, whether. 

ejaculate eject (fluid) xvi; utter suddenly xvii. 

f. pp. stem of L. ejaculdri, f. e-+jaculari dart, 
f. jaculum dart, javelin, f. jacere throw; see 
-ate’. So ejaculation xvii. 

eject xv. f. eject-, pp. stem of L. e(j)icere, f. e- 

+jacere throw. So ejection xv; - L. 
eke1 (arch.) also OE. e(a)c = OS. ok (Du. ook), 
OHG. ouh (G. auch), ON., Goth, auk, of uncert. 
orig. 

eke2 faugment xii; (with out) supplement, pro¬ 
long xvi. OE *eacan (implied in eacen, pp. in¬ 
creased, strong, pregnant; cf. eacian intr. 
increase) = OS. okian, ON. auka, Goth, aukan, 
rel. to L. augere increase, Gr. aukhein, f. base 
*aug- (cf. wax2). The OE. sb. eaca increase (ME. 
eke) may have been partly the source of the 
ME. vb. 

-el1 repr. OE. -el, -ela, -ele Gmc. *-ilaz, *-ilan-, 
*-ilon, usu. retained as -le1, but cf kernel. 

-el2 repr. OF. -el (mod. -eau)L -ellus, -ella. 
elaborate tproduced by labour xvi; highly or 
minutely finished xvii. - L. elabdratus, pp. of 
elaborare, f. e- + labor labour. So elaborate 
produce by labour; give finish to. xvii. See 
ate2’3. So elaboration xv. 

elan vivacity, impetuosity, xix. - F., f. elancer 
cast or launch forth, f. e- ex-1 + lancer launch1; 

see also lance. 

eland S Afr. antelope, xvm. - Afrikaans (Du.) 
eland elk - G. elend - Lith. elnis = OS1. jeleni 
stag, rel. to Gr. ellos fawn. 

elapse xvii. f. elaps-, pp. stem of L. elabi slip 
away; see e-, lapse. 

elastic adj (orig. applied to the ‘impulsive 
force' of the atmosphere) xvii. - modL. elasticus 
- Gr. elastikos propulsive, impulsive, f. *elap-, 
stem of elaunein drive. Hence elasticity xvii. 

elate televate xvi; (chiefly in pp.) tencourage; 
puff up xvii. f. elat-, pp. stem of L. efferre, f. ef 
+ferre bear2; see -ate3. So elation xiv - OF 
elacion and L. elatio. 

elater telasticity xvii; skipjack beetle; (bot.) 
elastic spiral filament xix modL. - Gr. elattr 
driver, f. *elaF-, elaunein drive 
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elbow OE. el(n)boga '= MDu. elk bog he (Du. elk- 
boog), OHG elinbogo (G. elknbogen). ON 
qlnbogi Gmc. *alinobo3an-, f. *alind arm (cf. 
ell) + *bo3dn- bow ' 

elder' tree of genus Sambucus. OE. ellaern, ME 
elkr, eldre, corr. to MLG elkrn, elderne, elhorn, 
alhorn, prob. orig. an adj. formation. 

elder2, eldest compar. and superl. of old. OE 
eldra (WS. kldra) = OS aldira, OHG altiro, 
eltiro (G. alter), ON. ellri, Goth, albiza Gmc 
*alpizan-, f. *albaz old; see -er*. OE. eldest (WS 
ieldest) = OHG. altist (G. dItest), ON. ellztr, 
Goth, alfrista Gmc. *albistaz\ see -est. Super¬ 
seded, except in special uses, by older and oldest 
(alder, -este xm). As sb. elder was used in OE. 
and later for ‘parent, ancestor’, from c.1200 for 
‘one’s senior’ or ‘superior in age’, from xiv ren¬ 
dering L. senior and senatus, by Tindale used to 
tr, N T. Gr. presbuteros presbyter; in the Pres 
byterian and other bodies, title of an office 
believed to corr. to that of elder in the apostolic 
church. 

eld or ado El Dorado name of a fictitious place 
in S. America abounding in gold xvi; fig. source 
of boundless wealth xix. - Sp,, el the, dorado, 
pp. of dorar gild Rom. *deaurbre, f. de- (3) 
+ aurum gold. 

eldritch (Sc.) pert, to elves or fairies; weird, 

unnatural, xvi. poss. from attrib. use of OE. 
*eelf, *elfrice ‘fairy realm’ (see elf, rich). 

elecampane composite plant. Inula helemum. 
xiv. ult. - medL. enula campdna, i.e. enula for 
L. inula - Gr. heknion, and campdna prob. of 
the fields (cf. champaign). 

elect chosen, select xv; (theol.) xvi; chosen for 
an office (but not yet installed) xvn. - L. electus, 
pp. of eligere, f. e-ykgere choose. So elect vb 
choose, esp. by vote. xv. f. corr. pp. stem, elec¬ 

tion choice xih (with ref. to representative 
bodies xvii). - (O)F.; hence electioneer (first 
in vbl. sb.) xviii. elective xvi (once xv). - (O)F 
elector one who has the right to vote xv 
(prince of the Holy Roman Empire, Kurfurst, 
entitled to elect the Emperor xvi). - (O)F. or L.; 
hence electoral xvii (of a German Elector), 
electorate xvii. 

electric, -ical xvii. - modL. ekctricus, f. L. elec 
trum - Gr. Slektron amber; see -ic, -ical. Hence 
electrician xviii, electricity xvii, electrify, 

electrification xviii. 

electro- comb, form of Gr. tlektron amber, used 
in the sense ‘electricity’, ‘electric’, as in elec¬ 

trometer (xviii); electro-dynamic, electrolysis, 
electromagnet(ical), -plate (vb.), -type xix. 

electrocution execution by electricity, xix. 
alt., after prec., of felectricution (xix), f. elec¬ 
trical) (execution, hence by back-formation 
telectricute, electrocute xix. 

electrode xix. f. electric + Gr. hodos way. Cf. 
anode, cathode. 

electron (phys.) elementary particle with a 
negative charge of electricity xix (applied to the 
unit of electric charge), f. electric + -on of ion 

Hence electronic, -ics xx 
electuary medicinal conserve or paste, xiv. 

- late L. electuarium, prob. alt deriv. of synon. 
Gr. ekkikton, f. ekkikhein lick up (see ex-2). 

eleemosynary pert, to alms. xvii. - medL. 
eleemosynanus, f. ChrL ekemosyna alms; see 
-ARY. 

elegant xvi. - (O)F. ekgant or L. ekgdns, -ant-, 
rel. to eligere select, elect. The etymol. sense is 
choosing carefully’. So elegance xvi. - F. - L. 

elegy song of lamentation; poem in elegiac 
metre, xvi. - F. ekgk - L. elegla - Gr. ekgeia 
(sb. use of adj., sc. dick ode), f. ekgos (flute-) 
song, lament, of unkn. orig.; see -y\ So elegiac 
pert, to elegy, written or writing in a metre con¬ 
sisting of alternate hexameters and penta 
meters, xvi. - late L. - Gr. 

element one of the four constituents of the uni¬ 
verse (earth, water, air, fire) xm (whence ult. 
the use in mod. chem. xix); constituent portion, 
pi. rudiments xrv. - (O)F. ekment - L. elementum 
esp. pi. principles, rudiments, letters of the 
alphabet (used to tr. Gr. stoikheion step, base, 
element, etc.), of unkn. orig. Hence elemental 
xv. So elementary xvii (earlier ekmentare xiv, 
-air xvi). - L. ekmentdrius. 

elenchus form of syllogism in refutation, xvii 

(earlier anglicized felynch xv, \elench xvi). - L. - 
Gr. elegkhos argument of refutation, of uncert. 
orig. 

elephant xiii. ME. olif(a)unt, -ont, later (xiv) 
with assim. to L., elifant, etc. - OF. olifant, ek- 
fant (mod. elephant) - Rom. *olifantus (cf. 
OE. olfend, Goth, ulbandus camel), alt. of L 
elephantus (whence OE. elpend) - Gr. elephds, 
elephant- ivory, elephant, of unkn. orig. So ele¬ 
phantiasis skin disease resembling an ele¬ 
phant’s hide. xvi. elephantine xvii - L. - Gr. 

elevate xv. f. pp. stem of L. elevare, f. e- + kvdre 
lighten, raise, rel. to kvis light; see -ate*. So 

elevation xrv. - (O)F. or L. elevator muscle 
that raises xvii; machine for raising objects xix. 

eleven OE. endkofon, -lufon, elkfne, ME. end- 
kven(e), elleven(e) = OS. elkban, OHG. einlif 
(Du., G. elf), ON. ellifu, Goth, ainlif Gmc. 
*ainlif, f. *ainaz one + */i/- (cf. twelve), app. 
repr. IE. *liq leave (see loan), i.e. ‘one left 
(over ten)’, and rel. to Lith. -lika in vienuolika 
eleven Hence eleventh (xiv), superseding OE. 
endleofeda, itself a new formation superseding 
previous endlyfta = OS. ellifto, OHG. einlifto 
(Du elfde, G. elfte), ON. el lift iGmc. *ainliftan-, 
see -TH2. 

elf dwarf supernatural being OE.; mischievous 
creature xvi. OE. elf, WS. *ielf, ylf = MDu. elf, 
beside MHG. elbe fern. *albiz, parallel to 
*albaz, whence OE. self (ME. pi. alven) = OS , 
MLG. alf, MHG. alp (G. alp nightmare), ON. 
dlfr. Hence elfin adj. xvi (poss. suggested by 
ME. elevene, g. pi. of elf), elfish xvi, elvish xiv. 

elicit xvii. f. elicit-, pp. stem of L. elicere draw 
forth, f. E- + lacere entice, inveigle, rel. to lax 
deceit. 

elide tannihilate; (leg.) annul xvi; omit in pro¬ 
nunciation xviii. - L. elidere, f. e- + laedere injure, 
harm. So elision xvi. - late L., f. elis-, pp. stem 
of elidere. 

eligible xv - F. eligible - late L. eligibilis, f. 
eligere choose; see elect, -ible. Hence eligi¬ 
bility xvii. 

eliminate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. elimindre thrust 
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out of doors, expel, f. e- + limen, limin- threshold; 
see -ate*. Hence elimination xvn. 

elite the pick (of), xvm. - F., sb. use of fem. of 
te(s)lit, pp. of elire, ieslire Rom. *exlegere, for 
L eligere elect. 

elixir alchemist’s preparation for changing 
metals to gold or prolonging life. xrv. - medL. - 
Arab, al-'iksir, perh. f. AL-3+Gr xenon desic¬ 
cative powder for wounds, f. xeros dry. 

elk xv. prob. repr. OE. e(o)lh. OE. had also eola 
(:- *eolha), cogn. with OHG. eiaho (G. elch), repr 
IE. *elk-, beside *olkis, whence Gmc. *alyiz (ON. 
elgr) and CSlav. *olsi (Russ, los , OPol. los elk); 
cf. L. aloes pi. and Gr. dike - Gmc. 

ell measure of length (in England 45 inches). OE. 
eln = MDu. elne, elle (Du. el), OHG. elina (G. 
elle), ON. Qln (aln-) cubit, ell, forearm, Goth. 
aleina cubit Gmc. *altno, orig. ‘(fore)arm’; 
cogn. with L. ulna, Gr. diene, dl$n elbow, OIr. 
u(i)len, W. elin, Skr. aratni-, etc. 

ellipse xvm. - F. - L. ellipsis (see next). Hence 
ellipsoid xvm. 

ellipsis fell ipse xvi; (gram.) omission of words 
supposed to be essential to the complete form of 
a sentence xvn. - L. ellipsis - Gr. ellipsis defect, 
ellipse (conic section), grammatical ellipsis, f. 
elleipein leave out, fall short, f. en in + leipein 
leave. So elliptic xvm. elliptical pert, to 
an ellipse xvn; (gram.) xvm. - Gr. elleiptikos 
(chiefly gram.) defective. 

elm OE. elm, corr. to OHG. elm(o) (MHG. elme, 
ilme, G. dial, ilm), and, with vowel variation, 
ON. almr, L. ulmus, Mir. lem. 

elocution tliterary or oratorical style xv; oral 
utterance or delivery xvn. - L. elocutio, -on-, f. 
elocut-, pp. stem of eloquv, see eloquence, -tion. 

elongate A. fremove xvi (as pp. xv); fdepart 
xvn; B. lengthen xvi. f. pp stem of late L. elon- 
gdre remove, prolong, orig. f. e- + longe far off. 
but later taken as if f. e- + longus long, i.e. 
‘lengthen out’. So elongation xiv. 

elope orig. of a wife running away with a para¬ 
mour. xvn. - AN. aloper, perh. f. ME. *alope(n), 
pp. of *alepe run away, f. a-3 + leap; cf. MDu. 
ontlopen, G. entlaufen run away. Hence elope¬ 
ment xvn. 

eloquent xiv. - (O)F. eloquent - L. eloquens, 
-ent-, prp. of eloqui speak out, f. e- + loqui speak; 
see -ent. So eloquence xiv. 

else (with pron.) other; otherwise, if not. OE. 
elles = MDu. els, OHG. elles, alles, g. sg. (corr. 
to Goth, aljis) of Gmc. *aljaz, cogn. with Gr. 
alios, L. alius other. Hence elsewhere. OE. elles 
hwaer = MDu. elswaer. 

elucidate xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. elucidare, f. 
e- -t- lucidus lucid; see -ate3. So elucidation xvi 

elude fdelude, baffle xvi; slip away from xvn. - 
L. eludere, f. e- + ludere play. So elusion tde- 
ception xvi; evasion xvn. f. elus-. pp. stem of L 
eliidere. elusive xvm. 

elver young eel. xvn. var. of eelvare (xvi), south, 
form of eelfare brood of young eels, f. eel 

+ fare', i.e. passage of (young) eels up a river. 
Elysium state or abode of the blessed dead, 
xvi. - L. - Gr. Elysion (sc. pedion plain), of 
uncert. orig. Hence Elysian xvi. 

elytron pi. elytra (zool.) outer wing-case. xvm. - 
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Gr. elytron sheath, rel. to eiluein envelop, L. 
volvere roll. 

em (typogr.) square of the body of a type, orig. 
of the type m, used as a unit of measuring the 
amount of printed matter, xvm. from the name 
of the letter M. Cf. en. 

’em orig. unstressed var. of hem (OE. heom), d. 
and acc. pi. of the 3rd pers. pron. he1; later felt 
as a clipped form of them. xii. 

em-1 see en-1. 

em-3 see en-3. 

emaciate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. emaciare, f. 
e- -t- modes leanness; see -ate*. 

emanate xvm. f. pp. stem of L. emdndre, f. 
e- + manure flow. So emanation xvi. - late L. 

emancipate set free. xvn. f. pp. stem of L. em- 
ancipdre, f. e- + mancipium, see manciple, -ate*. 

So emancipation xvn. 
emasculate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. emasculare 
castrate, f. e- -t- masculus male; see -ate3. 

embalm impregnate (a corpse) with spices, xhi. 
ME. emhaume - (O)F. emhaumer, f. em-' 
+ baume balm 

embank enclose with banks, xvn. f. em-' 
-t-earlier synon. bank vb., f. bank'. Hence em¬ 
bankment bank for confining a watercourse 
xvm; raised bank for carrying a road xix. 

embargo prohibitory order on the passage of 
ships; suspension of commerce, etc. xvi (in- 
bargo). - Sp., f. embargar arrest, impede Rom. 
*imbarriccire, f. im-1, em-' +barra bar1. 

embark put or go on board ship. xvi. - F. em- 
barquer, f. em-‘ + barque barque. 

embarrass hamper, perplex, xvn. - F. em- 
barrasser - Sp. embarazar, prob. - Pg. embar- 
aqar, f. baraqa cord, halter, 

embassy function or office of an ambassador; 
tmessage of an ambassador xvi; body of persons 
sent as ambassadors xvn. In early use also 
ambassy. - OF. ambas(s)ee, corr. to Pr. ambais- 
sada, OSp. ambaxada, It. ambasciata, medL. 
ambasc(i)ata (f. Rom. * ambactidre: see 
ambassador). 

embattle' set in battle array, xiv. - OF. em 
bataillier, f. em-' + bataille battle. 

embattle3 furnish with battlements, xiv. f. 
em-1 +OF. bataillier (see battlement). 

embay enclose (as) in a bay. xvi. f. em-' + bay3. 
embed, imbed xvm. f. em-‘, im-' + bed. 
embellish xiv. f. lengthened stem of (0)F. 
embellir, f. em 1 + bel beautiful, see -ish3. Hence 
embellishment xvii. - (Q)F. 

ember OE. aemyrge, demerge = MLG. emere, 
OHG. eimuria pyre (MHG. eimere) ON. eimyrja 
embers Gmc *aimuzjon, rel. to ON. eimi, eimr 
steam, vapour, im dust, ashes. 

Ember Day (eccl.) any of the days of fasting 
and prayer (Wednesday, Friday, Saturday of 
the same week) occurring at the four seasons 
(ecclL. quatuor tempora) in the year at which 
ordinations take place. Late OE. ymbrendagas 
pi., besideymbrenwice ( week), -faesten ( fast); the 
first el. (OE. ymbren sg. and pi.) may be an alt. 
of ymbryne period, revolution of time, f. ymb 
about, around + ryne course (f. *run- run); but 
the possibility that it is based partly on quatuor 
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tempora is suggested by the form of G. 
quatember. 

ember-goose northern diver or loon. xvm. - 
Norw. emmergaas, cf. Icel. himbrimi, earlier 
himbrin, and Faroese imbrim. 

embezzle fmake away with xv; timpair; divert 
wrongfully to one’s own use xvi. - AN. 
embesiler, f. en-1 4 besiler in same sense = OF. 
besillier, Pr. besillar maltreat, ravage, destroy, 
of unkn. orig. 

embitter xvn. f. em-1 4 bitter. 
emblem fallegorical picture xv; symbolical 
representation, figured object with symbolic 
meaning xvn. - L. emblema inlaid work, raised 
ornament - Gr. emblema, -at-, insertion, f. 
emble-, embdllein throw in, insert, f. em-2 

4 hdllein throw. Hence emblematic(al) xvn. 
embody put into a body xvi; incorporate xvn. 

f. em-1 4 body, after L. incorporare incorporate. 
embolism intercalation of a day or days in a 
calendar xrv; (path.) plugging of a blood-vessel 
xix. - late L. embolismus - Gr. embolismos, f. 
embdllein throw in (see emblem). 

embonpoint plumpness, xvm. - F., f. phr. en 
bon point in good condition, 

emboss mould in relief xrv; cover with pro¬ 
tuberances xv. - OF. *embocer, f. em-'+boce, 
bosse boss'. 

embouchure mouth of a river or creek, xvm. - 
F„ f. emboucher refl. discharge itself by a mouth, 
f. em-1 + bouche mouth; see -ure. 

embrace clasp in the arms, receive gladly xrv; 
comprise xvii. - OF. embracer (mod. em- 
brasser)Ron*. *imbracchidre, f. im-1 + L. brac- 
chium arm (see brace1*2). Hence embrace sb. 
xvi. 

embrasure opening widening from within, 
xvm. - F., f. embraser, varying with ebraser 
bevel off, etc.; of unkn. orig.; see -ure. 

embrocation ffomentation; liniment, xv. f. 
medL. embrocare, f late L. embroc(h)a - Gr. 
embrokM lotion, f. embrekhein steep, foment, 
f. em-2 4 brekhein wet; see -ation. 

embroider xv. Earlier also -bro(u)d-: extension 
of embroude - AN. enbrouder, f. em-1 + brouder, 
broisder (mod. broder), of Gmc. orig.; the form 
broid- is partly due to blending with ME. broi- 
den, pp. of braid. So embroidery xiv. - AN. 
enbrouderie. 

embroil bring into confusion or discord, xvn. - 
F. embrouiller, see em-1, broil1. 

embryo xvi (also \embryon, -ion xvi-xvm). - 
late L. embryo, alt. of embryon - Gr. embruon 
new-born animal, foetus, f. em-2+ bruein swell, 
grow. 

emend correct xv, remove errors from (a text) 
xvm. - L. emenddre, f. e- 4 menda fault. So 
emendation improvement xvi; correction of a 
text xvn. 

emerald xm. ME. emeraude - OF. e(s)meraude 
(mod. emeraude) = It. smeraldo, Sp. es- 
meralda Rom. *smaralda, -o, alteration of L 
smaragdus - Gr. smaragdos. The sp. with -Id is 
prob due to It. or Sp. influence in xvi. 

emerge come to light, arise xvi; rise out of a 
liquid xvii. - L. emergere, f. e- 4 mergere dip, 

merge. So emergence, emergency xvn. - 
medL. emergent xv, emersion xvii. - late L. 

emeritus honourably discharged from service, 
xix. - L., pp. of emereriearn (one’s discharge) by 
service, f. e- + mereri deserve (see merit). 

emery coarse corundum for polishing, xv. - F. 
emeri(l), var. of tesmeril - It. smeriglio Rom. 
*smericulum, f. medGr. smeri, Gr. smuris 
polishing powder (see smear). 

emetic xvn. - Gr. emetikos, f. emetos vomiting, 
f. emein vomit; see -ic. 

emigrate xvm. f. pp. stem of L. emigrare, f. 
e- + migrare migrate. So emigration xvn. - late 
L. 

eminent conspicuous, signal xv; lofty, promi¬ 
nent xvi; exalted, distinguished xvn. f. prp. stem 
of L. eminere, poss. rel to mons mount1; see -ent. 

So eminence, -ency. xvii. - L. 
emir Arab prince or governor; descendant of 
Muhammad, xvn. - F. emir - Arab, 'amir, f. 
amara command. 

emissary xvn. - L. emissarius scout, spy, f. 

emiss-, pp. stem of emittere emit; see -ary. 

emit xvii. - L. emittere, f. e- 4 mittere let go, send. 
So emission xvn. 

emollient softening, xvii. f. prp. stem of L. 
emollire, f. e- 4- mollis soft; see mollify, -ent. 

emolument profit or salary arising from an 
office, etc. xv. - (O)F. emolument or L. emolu- 
mentum, emoli- gain, orig. prob. ‘payment to a 
miller for the grinding of com’, f. emolere grind 
up, f. e- 4 molere grind; see meal1, -ment. 

emotion tagitation, tumult xvi; fphysical dis¬ 
turbance; disturbance of mind or feeling; affec¬ 
tion of the mind, feeling xix (rare before second 
half of xvn). - F. emotion, f. emouvoir excite, 
move the feelings of (:- Rom. *exmovere, see 
ex-1, move), after mouvoir, motion. Hence 
emotional xix. So emotive fcausing move¬ 
ment xvm (rare); pert, to or expressing emotion 
xix. f. pp. stem emot- of L. emovere. 

empanel, im- enrol on a panel, xv. - AN. em¬ 
panel ler\ see em-1, panel. 

empathy xx. Rendering, after Gr. empatheia, 
of G. einfiihlung, f. ein in1 +fuhlung feeling; 

see EM-2, -PATHY. 

emperor xm. ME. emperere, emperour - re¬ 
spectively OF. emperere, nom. and emperour, 
-eor, obi. (mod. empereur), semi-pop. - L. im- 
perator, imperatorem, f. imperare command, f. 
im 1 +parare prepare, contrive; see -or1. 

emphasis intensity of statement xvi; intensity 
of feeling, etc. xvn; prominence xix. - L. em¬ 
phasis use of language to imply more than is 
said - Gr. emphasis orig. (mere) appearance, f. 
em 2 + base of phainein show So emphatic 

xvm. - late L. - Gr. emphatical fallusive, 
suggestive; strongly expressed or expressive, 
xvi. 

empire xm. - (O)F. empire, earlier emperie - L. 
imperium, rel. to emperor. 

empiric sb. member of the sect of ancient phy¬ 
sicians called Empirici\ untrained practitioner, 
quack xvi; adj. xvii. - L. empiricus - Gr. em 
peirikos, f. empeiria experience, f. empeiros 
skilled, f. em-2 + peira trial, experiment. So em¬ 

pirical adj. xvi. 
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emplacement xix - F , f em-'+place place; 
see -ment. 

employ apply to a purpose xv; use the services 
of xvi. - (O)F. employer Rom. *implicare, for 
L. implicari be involved (in) or attached (to), 
pass of implicare enfold, involve (see impli¬ 
cate). Hence employ sb xvii, employer, em¬ 
ployment xvi, employee xix (orig. U S ), 

emporium xvi. - L. - Gr. emporion, f. emporos 
merchant, f. em-2 + IE. *por- (see fare2). 

empress xn. ME. emperice, emperesse - OF. em- 
peresse, f. emperere emperor; see -ess1. 

empty adj OE. aemtig, aemet(t)ig, f. aemetta 
leisure. Hence empty vb. xvi. 

empyrean (of) the highest heaven, xvn. In an¬ 
cient cosmology, the sphere of the element of 
fire, in Christian use the abode of God and the 
angels, f. medL empyreus, as n. sb. -eum - Gr. 
empurios, as n. sb. -ion, f. em 2+pur fire; see 
ean. So empyreal adj xv. 

emu fcassowary xvii; tAmerican ostrich (?) 
xviii; flightless Australian bird xix. Earliest 
forms emia, erne, later emeu, emew, orig. - Pg. 
ema. 

emulate strive to equal or rival, xvi. f. pp. of L. 
azmulari, f. azmulus rival, prop. adj. striving, rel. 
to imitdri imitate, imago image; see -ate*. So 
emulation xvi. - L emulous limitative (of) 
xrv; tzealous xvi; emulating, rival xvii. f. L. 
zemulus. 

emulsion milky fluid, xvii. - F emulsion or 
modL. emulsio, on-, f. emuls-, pp. stem of 
emulgere milk out, f. e- + mulgere milk. 

emunctory cleaning by excretion; cleansing 
organ or canal, xvi. - medL. emunctorius (sb. 
-ium), f. emunct-, pp. stem of L. emungere wipe 
or blow the nose, f. E- + base rel. to mucus; see 
-ORY1’2. 

en (typogr.) unit of measurement in composition 
equivalent to the average width of a letter, xviii. 
from the name of the letter N. Cf. em. 

en-1 pref. repr. (0)F en-, the form assumed by 
the L. prefix in ’; before b and p and occas. be 
fore m it takes the form em-'. but this was not 
established in Eng sp. before xvii, enb-, enp be 
ing more frequent than emb-, emp in ME., as 
in OF. From an early date in ', im-1 have been 
substituted for en-, em-, and vice versa, the for 
mer being gen. preferred in xvii; in some words 
(e g. em-, imbed, en-, inclose) both are still cur 
rent; in others (e g. impair, inquest) im-, in- have 
replaced em , en-, where these are historically 
appropriate; in ensure and insure the variants 
have been allocated to different meanings As a 
living formative (from xiv) en- has been used in 
senses mainly identical with those of L. in-1: viz 
put in, into, or on (something), as encase, en¬ 
throne, bring or come into a certain state, as 
enable, endear, with emphatic or neutral force, 
as enlighten, enliven. 

en-2 repr. Gr. en-, the prep, en in used as prefix, 
as in endemic, energy, before b, m, p, ph it takes 
the form em 2; before l it becomes el- (as in 
ellipse) 

-en* suffix forming (chiefly) dims., as from 
names of animals; OE. -en = OHG. -in, Goth 
-ein Gmc. *-inam, formally the neuter of 

*-inaz -en2, as in cycen chicken, filmen film, 

maegden maiden, ticcen, ME. ticchen kid. 
-en2 suffix chiefly forming fern. sbs. from mascs., 

and fern, abstr. and concr. sbs.; OE -en = 
(O)HG. -in Gmc. *-ini, *-injo-\ e g. OE. biren 
she-bear (f. bera bear1), gyden goddess (f. god 
god); vixen is the only surviving example of this 

type (but OE. fyxen is found only as adj ); 

haeften custody, byrden burden, r&den arrange 

ment, rule condition (see -red). 

-en* adj. suffix denoting ‘pert to’, of the nature 
of’, ‘made or consisting of’; OE. -en = OS. -in, 
OHG. -in (G. -en), ON. -in, Goth -eins Gmc 
*-inaz. corr to Gr. -inos, L. -inus -ine1. OE. adjs. 
formed with this suffix have normally mutation 
of the stem-vowel, as staenen of stone, f. stan 
stone, gylden golden, f. gold, these have not sur¬ 
vived, but from ME. onwards new adjs. have 
been extensively formed direct from the sbs., as 
earthen, golden. 

-en4 inflexion of the weak declension, ME. re¬ 
duction of OE. -an, as in oxan oxen, which was 
extended to other declensions, esp. in the south 
and west; exx. of this in Standard Eng. are 
seen in children (pi. of child), brethren (pi. of 
brother). 

-en* suffix forming verbs based on sbs. and adjs., 
OE. -nian = ON. -na, OHG. -inon, Goth, -nan, 
e.g. OE.faestnian fasten, warie)nian warn, wil- 
nian desire. The relation fast adj. / fasten gave a 
model for such vbs. as darken, deepen, madden, 
moisten, widen; the extension to sbs. began in 
late ME., e.g. heighten, lengthen, strengthen 
Some verbs in -en are extensions of earlier 
forms, e.g. chasten of tchaste, hasten of haste, 
hearten of theart. 

-en* suffix forming the regular ending of pps. of 
strong verbs; OE. -en = OS., OHG. -an (Du., G. 
-en), GN. -inn, Goth, -ans, repr Gmc. *-anaz, 
*-enaz, *-iniz IE. * onos, *-enos, *-enis (OE 
and ON. generalized *-en-forms, and OS., OHG., 
and Goth. *-on-forms). 

enable finvest with legal status xv; give (legal) 

power to, supply with means to do xvi. f. en-1 
+ able adj 

enact A tenter among the acts or public rec¬ 
ords; make into an act, decree xv; B perform (a 
play, etc ), act (a part) xvi. f. en-1 + act sb. and 
vb. Hence enactment xix. 

enamel glass-like composition laid on a 
surface, xv. f. enamel vb xrv. - AN. enameler, 
enamailler, f. en-'+amail = OF. esmail (mod. 
email), new formation on the nom esmauz - 
Gmc. *smalt- (OHG. smalz, G. schmalz melted 
fat), rel. to smelt2. 

enamour xiv. - (O)F. enamourer, f en-1 
+ amour love. 

enarthrosis (anat.) ball-and-socket joint. 
xvii. - Gr. enarthrosis, f. enarthros jointed; see 
EN-1, ARTHRITIS, -OSIS. 

encaenia fdedication (of a temple, etc.) xiv, 
annual commemoration of founders and bene¬ 
factors at the university of Oxford xvii. - L. - 
Gr. (ta) egkainia n. pi. ‘festival of renewal’, f 
en-2-*-kainos new. See -ia2. 

encase, incase xvii. f. en-’, in-’ + case2. 

encaustic produced by burning in pigments. 
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XVII. - L. encaustic us - Gr. egkaustikos, f. 

egkaiein bum in; see en-2, caustic. 

-ence suffix - (O)F. - L. -entia, f. -ent- -ent with 
abstr. suffix. In popL. -entia was superseded 
by -antia, repr. in OF. by -ance, e.g. aparance 
appearance, contenance countenance. Later, 
L. sbs. in -ntia were adopted in F. with the L. 
vowels, e.g. absence, elegance, presence, and 
both classes were adopted in ME. with their F. 
forms and meanings; but in early mod. Eng. 
some sbs. in -ance have been altered back to 
-ence, and all sbs. adopted since have followed 
the L. forms. The result is that mod. spelling 
shows many variations, e.g. assistance, exist¬ 
ence, resistance, subsistence. 

enchant lay under a spell xiv; charm, delight 
xvi. - (Q)F. enchanter L. incantare, f. en-1 
+ cantare sing (see chant). So enchanter xm, 
enchantment, enchantress xiv. 

enchase adorn with figures in relief; set (a 
jewel) xv; enshrine as a relic xvn. - (O)F en- 
chasser enshrine, set (gems), encase, f. en-' 

ychdsse shrine, casket, case2. 

enchiridion manual, xvi. - late L - Gr. 
egkheiridion, f. en-2 + kheir hand + -idion dim 
suffix 

enclave portion of territory entirely sur¬ 
rounded by alien dominions, xix (tenclaved pp 
once xv). - F., f. (Q)F. enclaver popL *in- 
clavdre, f. en-1 + clavis key. 

enclitic (gram.) ‘leaning’ its accent on the pre 
ceding word. xvn. - late L. encliticus - Gr. 
egklidkos, f. egklinein lean on, f. en 2 + klinein 
lean2; see -ic. 

enclose, inclose xiv f. (O)F. enclos(e), pp 
of enclore popL. *inclaudere, for L. in 
cludere include So enclosure xv. - legal 
AN., OF. 

encomium xvi. - L. encomium - Gr. egkdmion, 
sb. use of n. of adj., f. en-1 + komos revel (in 
which a conqueror was led in procession). So 
encomiast xvn, encomiastic xvi. - Gr. 
egkomiastte, -astikos. 

encore int. and sb. xvm. - F. encore again, of 
uncert. orig. Hence as vb. xvm. Not so used 
in F. 

encounter sb. xm. - (O)F. encontre, f. encontrer 
(whence encounter vb xm) Rom. *incon- 
trare, f. en-1 + contra against, 

encourage xv. - (O)F. encourager, see en-1, 

courage. 

encrinite (geol.) fossil crinoid xix. f. modL 
encrinus, f. en-2 + Gr. krinon lily; see -ite. 

encroach fseize wrongfully xiv; intrude 
usurpingly upon xvi. - OF. encrochier seize, 
fasten upon, f. en-‘ + crochier crook, f. croc 
hook (of Gmc. orig., cf. crook). 

encumber obstruct, hamper, xiv. - (O)F. 
encombrer block up, f. the base seen in later 
combre barrage in a river; see en-1. So en¬ 
cumbrance xiv. 

-ency suffix - L. -entia (see -ence, -y"), used in 
the formation of sbs. denoting qualities or 
states, from which concr. or semi-concr. senses 
have been developed in Eng. adoptions, as dis¬ 
tinct from the derivs. in -ence, which have freq. 
the sense of action or process in addition to or 

to the exclusion of that of quality or state. Ex¬ 
amples of the difference now gen. established 
between the suffixes are recurrence and 
currency, emergence and emergency, dependence 
and dependency, several forms in -ency have be¬ 
come established to the exclusion of parallel 
forms in -ence, as decency, efficiency, 
inconsistency. 

encyclical intended for universal circulation, 
xvn (sb. xix) f. late L encyclicus, f. Gr. egkuklios 
circular, general, f. en-2 + kiiklos circle; see 
-ICAL. 

encyclop(a)edia tgeneral course of in¬ 
struction xvi, repertory of information on all 
branches of knowledge xvn. - modL, - spurious 
Gr. egkuklopaideia, for egkuklios paideid ‘gen 
eral education'; cf. prec. 

end extremity, final limit OE.; ftermination, 
completion xm; death; event, issue, intended 
result, purpose xiv. OE. ende - OS. endi (Du 
einde), OHG end (G. ende), ON endi(r), Goth 
andeis, f. Gmc. *andja-\ cf. Skr anta- end. 
boundary, death, and OHG endi, ON. enni fore¬ 
head, L. andae forelock, ante before, OIr. etan 
forehead, et end, point, Gr. and(os) opposite. So 
end vb. OE. endian = OS endion (Du. einden), 
OHG. enton (G. ended), ON. enda. Hence end¬ 
ways, -wise xvi. 

endear fraise the value of xvi; make dear or 
beloved xvii. f. en-1 + dear. 

endeavour make an effort, strive, xiv. orig. 
refl.; f. phr. put oneself in dever {devoir), after F. 
se mettre en devoir do one’s utmost (devoir L. 
debere owe, used as sb.). Hence endeavour sb 
xv. 

endemic regularly found among a people or in 
a country, xvm (as sb pi. xvn). - F. endemique 
or modL. endemicus, f. Gr. endemos, endtmios 
pert, to a people, native, f. en-2 + demos people; 
see -ic. 

endive xv. - (O)F. - late L. endivia - medGr. 
entubi{o)n, f. entubon - L. indbum, intubus. 

endo- comb, form of Gr. endon within, f. en 
in + *dom- house (see domestic), used in many 
comps, of mod. formation, as endocarp, -derm, 
-gamy, endogen (bot.) plant that develops wood 
in the interior of the stem. xix. - F. endogene. 

endorse write, put one’s signature, etc., on the 
back of xvi; (after endorsement ratification 
xvn) confirm, countenance xix. - medL. indor- 
sare, f. in-1 + L. dorsum back, 

endow enrich, as with property xiv; provide a 
dower for xvi. - legal AN. endouer, f. en-1 + 
(O)F. douer L. dotare, f. dos, dot- dowry, 
rel. to dare give. Hence endowment xv. 

endue The earliest appearance is of c. 1400 in the 
rare sense ‘induct’; established in xv in various 
senses, viz. t(of a hawk) pass food into the sto 
mach, digest; fassume (a form), put on (clothes); 
invest with property, endow with power, etc. 
orig. - (O)F. enduire (i) L. inducere lead in 
(induce); (ii) a new formation, f. en-1 

+ duire L. ducere lead; by crossing with L. 
induere put on (a garment), clothe, the word be¬ 
came partly synon. with endow and invest. 

endure fharden; continue; undergo, bear xiv; 
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tolerate xv - (0)F. endurer L. indurare 
harden, f. en-! + durus hard. So endurance xv 

-ene (chem.) terminal el. of the names of certain 
hydrocarbons (e g. benzene, naphthalene, tolu¬ 
ene), the vowel e being used to complete the 
sequence a, e, i, o. Cf. -ane1, -ine8, -one. 

enema xv. - late L. - Gr. enema, f. enienai send 
or put in, inject, f. en-1 + hienai send, 

enemy xm. - OF ene mi (mod ennemi)L. in- 
imicus, f. in-1 + amicus friend, 

energumen possessed person, demoniac 
xvm. - late L. energumenus - Gr. energoumenos, 
pass. ppl. of energein work in or upon, f. en-1 

+ ergon work. 

energy vigour of expression xvi; working, 
operation; power displayed xvn; vigour or 
intensity of action xix. - F. energie or late L. 
energia - Gr. energeia, f. energts active, effec¬ 
tive, f. en-1 4- ergon work; see -y*. So ener- 

getic(al) tpowerfully operative; full of energy. 
xvn. - Gr. energetikos active, energize xvm. 

enervate weaken, xvii. f. pp. stem of L. ener- 
vare, f. e- 4- nervus sinew, nerve. So enervation 

xv. - late L. 
enfeoff invest with a fief, xiv - AN. enfeoffer, 
OF. enfeffer, f. en-1 4 fief fief. Hence enfeoff¬ 

ment xv. 
enfilade fsuite of apartments, the doors of 
which are placed opposite to each other; fire 
sweeping a line of works or troops from one end 
to the other, xvm. - F., f. enfiler thread on a 
string, f. en-1 +fil file1; see -ade. 

enforce fstrengthen physically or morally; 
tdrive by force, use force upon; trefl. and intr. 
strive xiv; press home, emphasize xv; compel. - 
OF. enforcier, (also mod.) enforcir Rom. *in- 
fortidre, *infortlre, f. in+fortis strong, 
enfranchise set free; make a person or town 
municipally ‘free’ xv; admit to political status 
xvii. f. epfranchiss-, lengthened stem of OF. en- 
franchir, f. en-' -t-franc, -che free, frank. Hence 
enfranchisement xvi. 

engage pledge or secure by a pledge xv; per¬ 
suade, win over xvn; employ, occupy; bring or 
come into conflict; hire for employment xvm; 
attract, charm - (O)F engager, see en-', gage’. 

So engagement xvii 
engender xiv. - (O)F. engendrer L. ingen- 
erare, f. in-' + generare generate 

engine A. fcontrivance, artifice xm; fingenuity, 
genius xiv; B. machine of war xm; mechanical 
contrivance xiv, complex machine (later spec 
as source of power) xvn. - OF. engin L. in- 
genium natural quality or disposition, talents, 
genius, clever device. 

engineer designer or constructor of engines or 
works, orig. of military engines xiv. ME. en- 
gineor, -our - OF. engigneor, -our (mod. in- 
genieur)medL. ingenidtor, -or-, f. ingenidre, f. 
ingenium engine. The ending was later assim. 
to -ier, -eer1. Hence engineer vb. intr. xvn; tr. 

xix. 
England OE. Eng la land (orig.) country of the 
Angles (see Angle), (later) of the Germanic 
inhabitants of Great Britain; hence OFris. 
Angelond, OS. (Du.) Engeland, (O)HG., Icel., 
etc. England. So English OE. englisc pert, to 

the group of Germanic peoples known coll, as 
Angelcynn, lit. ‘race of Angles’, also adj. and sb., 
of their language Hence Englishman OE 
Engliscmon. 

engraft graft or implant in xvi f. en-’ 4 graft 

vb. 

engrain, ingrain A. tdye with cochineai xrv; 
B work into the texture or structure of xvii. In 
sense A - OF. engrainer dye, f. phr. en graine 
(whence Eng. in grain); in sense B f. en-' 

-(-grain. Now mainly in pp (chiefly ingrained) 
in senses (i) thoroughgoing, incorrigible, (ii) 
deep-rooted, inveterate. 

engrave carve, tsculpture xvi; represent by 
lines incised on a metal plate or wood block 
xvii. f. en-' 4- grave1, after F. tengraver, pp. en¬ 
graven, in- was in use xvi-xix (latterly poet or 
arch.). 

engross A tbuy up wholesale xiv; tget together 
xvi; gain or keep exclusive possession of, occupy 
exclusively xvii; B. write in large letters, as in 
legal documents xv. - AN. engrosser and AL. 
ingrossdre, in sense A f. phrs. en gros and in 
grosso in the lump, by wholesale, in sense B 
f. en in 4 OF grosse, medL. grossa large writ¬ 
ing; see gross1. 

enhance fraise, exalt xiv; heighten, intensify 
xv; raise in price. - AN. enhauncer, prob. alt. of 
OF. enhaucer Rom. *inaltiare, f. en-'4 altus 
high. 

enharmonic xvn. - late L. en(h)armonicus - 
Gr. enarmonikos, f. en-2-(-harmonia harmony; 

see -ic. 
enigma riddle in verse xvi; puzzling problem 
xvn. - L aenigma, -mat- - Gr. ainigma, f. base 
of ainissesthai speak allusively or obscurely, f. 
ainos fable. So enigmatic xvii. - F. enigmatique 
or late L. aenigmaticus. enigmatical xvi. 

enjamh(e)ment continuation of sentence 

beyond end of line, couplet, or stanza, xix. - F., 
f. enjamber stride, f. en-' +jambe leg; see -ment. 

enjoin A. impose (a penalty, task, etc.) xm; pro¬ 

hibit by an injunction xvi; B. tjoin together xiv 

f. enjoi(g)n-, stem of (O)F. enjoindre L. in- 
jungere join, attach, impose, f. en-' +jungere 
JOIN. 

enjoy tbe joyful xrv; possess or experience with 
joy xv; refl. xvn. - OF. enjoier give joy to, red. 
enjoy, f. en-' 4 joie joy, or - OF. enjoir enjoy, 
rejoice, f. en-' 4 joir L. gaudere. Hence en¬ 
joyment xvi 

enkindle cause to blaze up, set on fire. xvi. 
See en-’. 

enlarge make larger or more extensive xrv; 

fset at large xv; trefl. expand in words; intr 

speak at large xvn. - OF enlarger, -ir, f. en-' 

+ large large; some of the uses are due to 

(O)F. eslargir, mod elargir set free. 

enlighten xiv (rare before xvi). f. en-' 

+ lighten' or f. en-'+ light1 + en8. Hence en¬ 
lightenment xvii (in xix used as tr. of G. 
Aufklbrung). 

enlist tr. enrol on the ‘list’ as a soldier xvii; intr. 
xvm. f. en-' 4 list4 sb. or vb. Hence enlistment 
xvm. 

enliven tgive life to, animate, inspirit; cheer. 
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svii. Extended form of tenlive (xvi), f. en-1 + life, 

after live'. 

enmity xiii. - OF. enemi(s)tie (mod. inimitie) 
Rom. *inimicitds, tat, f L. mimicus, see 
enemy, -rnr. 

ennoble xvi (pp. xv). - (O)F. ennoblir, see en-', 

NOBLE. 

ennui xviii. - F. (cf. annoy). 

enormous -(-abnormal, monstrous; tirreguiar, 
outrageous; of excessive size. xvi. f. L. enormis, 
f. e- + norma pattern; see norm, -ous. So enor¬ 
mity xv. - (O)F. - L. 

enough OE. genog, genoh (used in acc. as adv.) 
= OS. ginog (Du. genoeg), OHG. ginuog (G. 
genug), ON gnogr, Goth, ganohsGmc. *3ano3 

az, rel. to impers preterite-present vb. OE 
geneah, OHG. ginah, Goth, ganah it suffices, f 
Gmc. *30 y- + *nax-, which is repr. also in OE, 
beneah (he) enjoys, requires, Goth binah it is 
right or needful, and is rel. to L. nancisci (pp. 
nactus) obtain, Skr. asnoti reaches. The infl. 
forms of genog gave enow, in literary use at 
least till xviii (later with Sc. writers and dial.), 

enounce enunciate, xix. - F. enoncer - L. enun- 
tiare enunciate, after announce, pronounce. 

enow see enough 

enrage fbe distracted; +pp. maddened; put in a 
rage or fury. xvi. - (O)F. enrager, see en-', rage. 

The tr. use arose in Eng. through the ap¬ 
prehension of pp. enraged as a passive, 

enrapture xviii. f. en-' + rapture. 

enrich xiv. - (Q)F. enrichir, f. en-' + riche rich. 

enrol(l) inscribe on a roll or list. xiv. - OF. en¬ 
coder (mod. enroler), f. en-1 + roile roll1. 

esis pi. entia being, entity, xvi. - late L., sb. use 
of n. of prp. f. esse be, on the supposed analogy 
of absens absent. 

ensconce tfortify, shelter behind a for 
tification; establish fsecretly or securely, xvi. f. 
EN-1 + SCONCE*. 

ensemble all the parts together, xv. - (O)F., sb. 
use of adv. ‘together’ Rom. *insemul, for L. 
insimul, f. in2 -\-simul at the same time, 

ensign that tie-cry, watchword; sign, badge; 
banner xrv (naval flag xviii); ensign-bearer 
(hence, various military and naval officers) xvi. 
- (Q)F. enseigne L. insignia', see insignia. 

ensilage preservation of green fodder in a pit. 
xix (first in U.S.). - F., f. ensiler - Sp. ensilar, f. 
en en-1 + silo, see silo, -age. So ensile xix. 

enslave xvii. f. en-1 + slave. 

ensue ffollow, in various gen. senses, tr. and 
intr. xiv; follow in the course of events or as a 
result xv. - OF ensiw-, ensu-, stem of ensivre 
(mod. ensuivre) Rom. *insequere, f. in-' + L. 
sequi follow. 

ensure fmake (a person) sure or safe xiv; 
secure, make certain xviii. - AN. enseurer, alt. 
(see en-1) of OF asseurer assure. Cf. insure. 

-ent suffix repr. F. -ent - L. -ens, -ent-, prp. ending 
belonging to the IE. series *-ont-, *-ent-, *-nt-, 
repr by Skr. -ant-, Gr. -ont-, Goth, -and-, OE. 
-end-. Examples are confident, latent, salient, 
many such ppl. adjs. had become sbs. in L. or in 
F ; whence e g. agent, parent, president, student, 
some are names of inanimate objects or ab¬ 

stractions, as continent, deterrent, solvent, 
torrent. 

entablature (archit.) part of an order above 
the column xvii. - (partly through F. en¬ 
tablement) It. intavolatura boarding, f. in- 
tavolare board up, f. in en-1 + tavola table 

entail (leg.) settle (an estate) on a number of 
persons in succession xiv; fattach as an in¬ 
separable appendage xvi; impose (trouble) upon 
xvii; involve as a consequence xix. f. en-1 + AN. 
taile or taile tail2. Hence entail sb. xiv. 

entangle xv. f. en-1 + tangle, 

entelechy (philos.) realization of a function. 
xvii. - late L. - Gr. entelekheia, f. en * + telei d. of 
telos end, perfection + ekhein be in a (certain) 
state; see -y2. 

entente understanding, xix. - F., f. entendre in¬ 

tend; earliest in entente cordiale. 
enter go or come in xiii; go or come into, cause 
to go in, put in or into xiv. - (O)F entrer L. 
intrdre, f. intra within (see intra). 

enteric pert, to the intestines; typhoid, xix. - 
Gr enterikos, f. enteron intestine, rel. to L. inter 
between, among (see interior). So enteritis 
xix. entero-, comb, form of Gr. enteron. 

enterprise work taken in hand, bold under¬ 
taking; daring spirit, xv. - (O)F. entreprise, sb. 
use of fern. pp. of entreprendre undertake, later 
var. of emprendre Rom. *imprendere, f im-1 

+ L. pre{he)ndere take. 
entertain tkeep in a certain state; keep up. 
maintain; treat; receive, e.g. as a guest xv; 
fretain in service; engage the attention of xvi; 
amuse xvii. - (Q)F. entretenir Rom. *inter- 
tenere, f. inter- + tenere hold. Hence entertain¬ 
ment -(-maintenance, provision xvi; reception 
(of a guest); meal, amusement xvii; public per¬ 
formance xviii. 

enthral(l) enslave (fig. hold spellbound), xvi. f. 
EN-1 + THRALL. 

enthrone xvii. repl. fenthronize (xiv) - OF. in- 
troniser - late L. inthronizare - Gr. enthronizein, 
f. en-2 + thronos throne. 

enthusiasm fprophetic or poetic frenzy; vain 
confidence in divine inspiration, misguided 
religious emotion xvii; rapturous or passionate 
eagerness xviii. - F. enthousiasme or late L. en- 
thusiasmus - Gr. enthousiasmos, f. en- 
thousidzein be inspired or possessed by the god, 
f. enthous, entheos inspired, possessed, f. en in 

+ theos god. So enthusiast xvii. - F. or ecclL. 
enthusiastic xvii. - Gr. Hence enthuse vb. xix. 

enthymeme syllogism in which one premiss 
is suppressed, xvi. - L. enthymema - Gr. enthH- 
mema, f. enthumeisthai consider, infer, f. 
en-2 + thumbs passion, mind, 

entice fincite xiii; allure xrv. - OF. enticier, 
prob. Rom. *intltiare, f. L. in en-1 + *titius, for 
L. titio firebrand, as if set on fire’. So entice¬ 
ment xiv. 

entire xiv. ME. ent(i)er - AN. enter, (O)F. en- 
tier Rom. *integro, for L. integrum (nom. in¬ 
teger), f. in-2 4- *tag-, base of tangere touch. So 
entirety xvi. 

entitle xiv. - AN. entitler, OF. entiteler (mod. 
intituler) - late L. intituldre, f. in-1 + titulus title. 
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entity xvi. - F. entite or medL. entitds, f. L. ens, 

ent-, see -rry. 

ento- before a vowel ent-, comb form of Gr 
entos within. 

entomology science of insects, xviii. - F. or 
modL., f. Gr. entomon\ see insect, -logy. 

entourage environment; persons in attend 
ance. xix. - F., f. entourer surround 

entr’acte interval, or performance of music, 
etc., between acts of a play. xix. - F., f. entre 
between + acie, see inter-, act. 

entrails xm. - (O)F. entrailles - medL. intrdlia, 
alt. of L. interanea, sb. use of n. pi. of interaneus 
internal, f. inter amid (cf. interior). 

entrain draw as an accompaniment or conse¬ 
quence. xvi (now rare). - (O)F. entrainer, f. 
EN-1 + trainer drag (see train). 

entrance* coming or going in; place of entry. 
xvi. - OF., f. entrer enter; see ance. So entrant 
sb. and fadj. xvn. - prp. of F. entrer. 

entrance* put into a trance, carry away as in a 
trance, xvi. f. en-1 + trance vb. 

entrap xvi. - OF. entrap(p)er, f. en-1 + trappe 
TRAP* 

entreat ftreat xiv; beseech, implore xv. - OF. 
entraiter, f. en-1 + traiter treat. The sense ‘im¬ 
plore’ was carried over from treat, which was 
used intr. and tr in that sense. Hence entreaty 

ttreatment; earnest request xvi, after treaty. 

entrechat leap in dancing with crossings of 
the legs. xvin. - F., alt (perh. after It. capriola 
intrecchiata intricate caper) of earlier tentre- 
chasise), f. entrechasser chase in and out, f. 
entre between, inter- + chasser chase. 

entree entrance, leave of entry xviii; dish 
served before the joint xix. - F.; see entry. 

entrench, in- place within a trench xvi; en¬ 
croach (upon) xvii. f. en-1, in ' +trench. Hence 
entrenchment xvi. 

entrepot storehouse; mart, xviii. - F., f. en- 
treposer store, f. entre among-t-poser place; see 
INTER-, POSE. 

entrepreneur xix. - F., f. entreprendre under¬ 

take (see enterprise). 

entresol storey between ground and first floor. 
xviii. - F., f. entre between, inter- -+- sol ground, 

entropy xix. - G. entropie, f. Gr. en en-* + trop# 
transformation (see trope), after energy, see -y3. 

entrust, in- xvii. f. en-1 +trust 

entry entering, passage affording entrance xm; 
entering in a book, item entered xv. - (O)F. en¬ 
tree Rom. *intrata, sb. use of fern pp. of L. 
intrdre enter; see -y* 

enumerate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. enumerdre, f. 
e- -+- numerus number; see -ate3. So enumera¬ 

tion xvi. - F or L. 
enunciate give expression to xvii; pronounce 
xviii. f. pp. stem of L. enuntidre, e- enuntidre 
announce. So enunciation xvi. - F. or L. 

envelop xiv. ME. envolupe - OF. envoluper, 
-oper (mod. envelopper), f. en-1 + *volup-, *velup-, 
of unkn. orig.; cf. develop. So envelope xviii. 

envious xm. - AN. envious, OF. envieus (mod. 
-eux), f. envie envy. 

environ surround, encompass, xiv. - OF. en 
vironer (mod. -onner), f. environ surroundings, 
around, f. en in 4-viron circuit, f. virer turn. 

veer. Hence environment xvii (rare before 
xix). So environs neighbourhood xvn. 

envisage look straight at; view, contemplate, 
xix. - F. envisager, f. en-1 + visage face, visage. 

envoy1 conclusion of a poem, etc. xiv. - (O)F. 
envoi, f. envoyer send, f phr. en voie on the way. 
Cf. via1. 

envoy* minister sent on a diplomatic mission. 
xvii. alt. of F. envoye, sb. use of pp. of envoyer 
(see prec.). For the loss of F. -e cf. assign*. 

envy fmalice; feeling of ill will at another’s 
well-being, xm. - (O)F. envie, semi-pop. - L. in- 
vidia malice, ill will, f. invidere look maliciously 
upon, grudge, envy, f. in upon, against + videre 
see; see en-1, vision. So envy vb xiv 

enzyme xix - G. enzym, f. modGr enzumos 
leavened, f. Gr. en in + zume leaven, 

eocene (geol.) second lowest division of the ter¬ 
tiary. xix. f. Gr. e6s dawn + kainds new, recent. 
So miocene following the oiigocene. f. Gr. 
meion less, oiigocene following the eocene, f. 
Gr. oligos OLIGO-. palaeocene lowest division of 
the tertiary. See palaeo- pleistocene following 
the pliocene, f. Gr. pleistos most pliocene 
highest division of the tertiary, following the 
miocene. f. Gr. pleion more, 

eon see aeon. 

-eous suffix of adjs. the majority of which are 
formed on L. adjs. in -eus (= Gr. -eos)\ these are 
based on sbs. denoting material things and usu. 
have the sense ‘composed of ’, as well as that of 
‘of the nature of, resembling’, while the Eng. 
derivs. have the latter meaning only; exx. are 
erroneous, igneous, ligneous, vitreous, and (from 
scholL.) heterogeneous, homogeneous. In adop¬ 
tions of F. adjs. in -eux based on sbs. in -age 
the suffix took this form, as in advantageous, 
courageous, outrageous; in hideous and piteous, 
-eous has replaced -ous\ aqueous is isolated; in 
bounteous, courteous, gorgeous, plenteous, right¬ 
eous other endings have been assim to -eous\ 
in beauteous and duteous the ending has arisen 
from the addition of -ous to -te, early form of 
ty*. See also -aceous. 

epact number of days by which the solar ex 
ceeds the lunar year; number of days in the age 
of the moon at the new year. xvi. - (O)F. epacte - 

late L. epactee pi. - Gr. epaktai (sc hemerai days), 
fern. pi. of epaktos, pp. adj. of epagein interca¬ 
late, f. epi- + agein lead, bring (cf. act). 

eparch governor of a province; (eccl.) metro¬ 
politan. xvii. - Gr. eparkhos, f. epi- -+- arkhos 
chief, ruler (cf. -arch). So eparchy xviii. See -y3 

epaulet(te) xviii. - F. epaulette, f. epaule 
shoulder, see ette 

epenthesis (philol.) insertion of a sound be 
tween two others, xvn. - late L. - Gr. epenthesis, 
f. eperithe-, stem of epentithenai insert, f. epi- + en 
in + tithenai place. So epenthetic xix. 

epergne ornamental centre dish for the dinner 
table to hold dessert, etc xviii. of unkn. orig. 

ephemeral existing only for a day or a very 
short time. xvi. f. Gr. ephemeras (whence fern, 
and n. in -a, -on as sbs.), f. epi- + hemerd day, see 
-AL1. So ephemeris table showing the places of 
heavenly bodies for every day of a period xvi; 



ephod 152 equerry 

astronomical almanac xvii. - L. - Gr. ephemeris 
diary 

ephod Jewish priestly vestment, xrv (ephoth). - 
Heb. ephodh, f. aphadh put on. 

ephor Spartan magistrate, xvi. - L. ephorus - 
Gr. ephoros, f epi- + Vor-, base of horan see. 

epi- prefix repr. Gr. epi-, before an unaspirated 
vowel ep-, before an aspirated vowel eph-, a use 
of the adv.-prep, epi on, upon, over, close up in 
time or space, in addition (to) = Skr. dpi more 
over, also, at, in (rel. to L. ob towards, against, 
in OL. around, near). 

epic adj. xvi; sb. xviii. - L. epicus - late Gr. 
epikos, f. epos word, song; see -ic. 

epicene (gram.) of common gender, xv. - late 
L. epiccenus - Gr. epikoinos, f. epi- + koinos 
common. 

epicentre xix. f. epi- + centre. 

epiclesis xix. - Gr. epiklesis, f. epikalein call 

upon, f. epi- + kalein call. 

epicure tEpicurean; tglutton, sybarite; one 
who is choice in eating and drinking, xvi. - 

medL. epicurus one whose chief happiness is in 
carnal pleasure; appellative use of L. Epicurus, 
Gr. Epikouros name of an Athenian phil¬ 
osopher, c.300 b.c. So Epicurean xrv. - F. epi- 
curien, f. L. epicureus - Gr. epikoureios, see -ean. 

Hence Epicureanism xviii. So epicurism xvi; 

partly f. Epicurus, after F. epicurisms, partly f. 

EPICURE. 

epicycle xiv. - (G)F. epicycle or late L. epi- 
cycius - Gr. epikuklos, see epi-, cycle. 

epidemic of diseases prevalent among a people 
at a particular time, xvu; sb. xviii. - F. epi- 
demique, f. epidemie - late L. epidemia - Gr. epi- 
demid prevalence of a disease, f. epidimios adj., 
f. epi- + demos people; see -ic. 

epidermis xvu. - late L. - Gr. epidermis, f. epi- 

+ derma skin. 
epigram xv. - F. epigramme or L. epigramma - 
Gr. epigramma, f. epi- + grdphein write. So epi¬ 
graph inscription xvu, short quotation at the 
beginning of a work, etc. xix. - Gr epigraph 
Hence epigraphy (science of) inscriptions, xix. 

epilepsy xvi. - F. epilepsie or late L. epilepsia - 
Gr. epilkpsia, f. epilab-, stem of epilambdnein 
seize upon, attack, f. epi- + lambdnein take hold 
of; see -y*. So epileptic xvii. 

epilogue xv. - (O)F. epilogue - L. epilogus - Gr. 
epilogos, f. epi- -i- logos speech. 

Epiphany (feast of) the manifestation of Jesus 
Christ to the Gentiles, xm. - (O)F. epiphanie, - 
ecclL. epiphania - ecclGr epiphdnia n. pi. of 
*epiphanios, f. epiphainein manifest, f. epi- 

+phainein show; see -y*. 
epiphany manifestation of a supernatural 
being, xvu. - Gr. epiphdneia manifestation, 
appearance of a divinity, f. epiphanh manifest, 
epiphainein (see prec.). 

epiphyte (bot.) vegetable parasite, xix. f. Gr 
epi- + phuton plant. 

episcopal xv. - (O)F. episcopal or ecclL. epis- 
copalis, f. episcopus bishop; see -al*. Hence 
episcopalian xviii, episcopally xvi. So 
episcopacy, episcopate xvu. 

episode dialogue between choric songs; in¬ 
cidental narrative xvii; incidental event xviii. - 

Gr. epeisodion, sb. use of n. of epeisodios com¬ 
ing in besides, f. epi- + eisodos entrance, f. eis 
into + hodos way, passage 

epistemology xix. f epistemo-, comb, form of 
Gr. epist&me knowledge, f. epistasthai know 
(how to do), f. epi- + stdnai stand; see -logy. 

epistle apostolic letter of the N T. xm; (gen.) 
letter xiv. OE. epistol, beside pistol, ME. pistle - 
L. epistola, ME. epistle - OF. epistle (mod. 
epitre) - L. epistola - Gr. epistoli, f. epistellein 
send, esp. as a message, f. epi- + stellein send. So 
epistolary xv. f. F. epistolaire or L. epistolaris. 

epistyle (archit.) architrave, xvu. - F. epistyle 
or L. epistylium - Gr. epistdlion, f. EPi+std/os 

pillar. 
epitaph xrv. - (O)F. epitaphe - L. epitaphium 
funeral oration - Gr. epitaphion, f. epi- + taphos 
obsequies, tomb. 

epithalamium nuptial song. xvii. - L. - Gr. 
epithaldmion, f epi- + thalamos bridal chamber, 

epithet xvi. - F. epithete or L. epitheton, sb. use 
of n. of Gr. epithetos attributed, pp. adj. of epi- 
tithenai put on or to, f. epi- + tithenai place, 

epitome abridgement, summary, xvi. - L. epi¬ 
tome - Gr. epitom0, f. epitemnein cut into, cut 
short, f. epi- + temnein cut. Hence epitomize 

xvi. 
epoch xvii. - modL. epocha - Gr. epokht stop¬ 
page, station, fixed point of time, f. epekhein 
stop, take up a position, f. epi- + ekhein hold, intr. 
be in a certain state. 

epode lyric poem in which a long line is fol¬ 
lowed by a shorter one xvi; part of a lyric ode 
following the strophe and the antistrophe xvu. - 
F. epode or L. epodos - Gr. epoidos\ see epi-, ode. 

eponymous xix. f. Gr. epdnumos given as a 
name, f. epi- + -bnum-, var. stem of onoma 
name; see -ous. 

epopee epic poem or poetry, xvii. - F. epopee - 
Gr. epopoiid, f. epos word, song + poiein make. 
So epos xix. - L. - Gr. 

Epsom salt(s) xvm. orig. the salt obtained 
from Epsom water, the water of a mineral spring 
at Epsom in Surrey. 

equable xvii. - L. aequabilis, f. xquare make 

level or equal, f. xquus, see next and able. 

So equability xvi. 
equal xiv. - L. xqualis, f. xquus level, even. So 
equality xrv. - OF. - L. Hence equalize xvi. 

equanimity tfairness; evenness of temper. 
xvii. - L. xquanimitds, f. xquanimis, f. xquus\ 
see prec., animate, -ity. 

equate average xv; make or treat as equal xvu. 
f. pp. stem of L. xquare, f. xquus even; see equal 

and -ate*. So equation equal partition xiv; 
(math.) statement of equality, formula affirm¬ 
ing the equivalence of two quantities xvi 
- (O)F. or L. 

equator great circle of the celestial sphere xrv; 
great circle of the earth xVn. - (O)F. equateur or 
medL. xquator, in full circulus xquator diei et 
noctis circle equalizing day and night, f. xquare 
(see prec.). 

equerry froyal or princely stables, officer in 
charge of these; (now) officer of the royal 
household, xvi (esquiry, equirrie, quirry). - 
(O)F. esquierie company of squires, prince’s 
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stables (mod. ecurie stable), f. OF. esquier 
esquire. Perh. assoc, with L. equus horse, 

equestrian xvn. f. L. equestris, f. eques horse¬ 
man, knight, f. equus horse; see equine, -ian. 

Hence equestrienne horsewoman, xix. 
pseudo-F.; fern, of a supposed *equestrien. 

equi- repr. aequi-, comb, form of L. aequus equal, 

used in parasynthetic adjs. for 'equal(ly)’, as in 
equidistant, equilateral xvi, equipollent of equal 
power xv, equivalent, equivocal. 

equilibrium xvn. - L. aequillbrium, f. aequi- 
equi- + libra balance. 

equine xvm. - L. equinus, f. equus horse, rel 
to OE. eoh, ON. jor, Goth, aihwa-, OIr. ech, Gr 
hippos, Skr. dsva-\ see -ine'. 

equinox xiv. - (partly through (O)F. equinoxe) 
L aequinoctium, in medL. -noxium, f. aequi equi- 

+ nox, noct night. So equinoctial xiv. - (O)F 
equinoxial - L. aequinoctialis. 

equip xvi. - F. equiper, prob. - ON. skipa man 
(a vessel), fit up, arrange, f. skip ship; prob. a 
different word from OF. eschiper, esquiper put 
to sea. So equipage fequipment, apparatus; 
ftrain of attendants xvi; carriage and horses, 
orig. with attendant servants xvm. equipment 
XVIII. 

equitation xvi. - F. equitation or L. equitatio, 
-on-, f. equitdre ride on horseback, f eques, equit- 
horseman, f. equus horse; see equine, -ation 

equity fair dealing xiv; (leg.) natural justice 
xvi. - (O)F. equite - L. aequitas, -tat-, f. aequus 
fail*; see equi-, -ity. So equitable fair, just xvn; 
valid in equity xvm. 

equivalent adj. xv; sb. xvi. - (O)F. equivalent - 
prp. of late L. aequivalere, f. aequi- equi- + valere 
be worth. So equivalence, -ency xvi. 

equivocal tnominal only; capable of twofold 
interpretation xvn; of doubtful genuineness, 
questionable xvm. f. late L. aequivocus, f. 
aequi- equi- + vocare call, name; see -al'. So 

equivocally xvi. after late L. aequi voce. 
equivocation xrv. - late L. aequivocdtio, 
-on-, f. aequivocare (whence equivocate xv). 

-er* suffix denoting one who or a thing which 
has to do with something and so the regular 
formative for agent-nouns; OE. -ere, corr. to 
OS. -ari (Du. -er), OHG. -ari (MHG. -aere, G. -er), 
ON. -ari, Goth, -areis Gmc. *-arjaz, prob. - L. 
-arius -ary, of which an accentual var. with a 
was perh. evolved. 
In the early Gmc. stage, such a deriv. as Goth 

laisareis teacher, from *laiso lore, became 
assoc with laisjan teach, and was apprehended 
as its agent-noun; thus the model was provided 
for the universal application of the suffix to vb - 
stems, as OE. baecere baker, f. bacan, leornere 
learner, f. leornian, etc. Some Gmc. sbs. seem to 
be directly based on or suggested by L. agent- 
nouns formed on sbs.: e g OE. bocere scribe = 
OHG. buochari, Goth, bokareis, f. *bok book, 

after L. librarius copyist, scribe, f. liber book; 
direct formations on sbs. occur in OE., e.g. 
sangere singer, f. sang song, and continued to 
be made in ME. and later, e g. docker, hatter, 
slater. OE. -ere, ME. -erie) eventually became 
established as the universal suffix for new 
agent-nouns. 

In ME and later, -er was substituted for 
other suffixes or added superfluously to sbs. of 
which the endings did not obviously suggest 
their function; eg astrologer, astronomer 
superseded fastrologien, fastronomien: fcater, 
tfruiter, tsorcer were extended to caterer, 
fruiterer, sorcerer, prob. on the model of philo 
sopher, derivs. of Gr. L words in graphus, 
-logus assumed the forms -grapher, -loger, an 
isolated instance is widower, in which -er 
provides a masculine counterpart to widow. 
A var. -ier is established in some occu¬ 
pational names, e g clothier, glazier, hosier, 
see -ier'. 

The suffix occurs also in designations of na¬ 
tives or inhabitants, as Londoner, Britisher, 
New Zealander, so foreigner, islander, norther¬ 
ner, villager. 

Some personal designations occur esp as the 
fixed second el. of comps.; e.g. new-comer, on- 
looker, iron monger, caretaker. 
Many formations are applied almost ex¬ 

clusively to inanimate objects, as boiler, cracker, 
duster, poker, 'runner, stopper, (in pi. form 
mainly) clippers, dividers', articles of clothing 
are blazer, jumper, slipper, pi. drawers, trousers. 
There are many colloq. and si. formations in 
which -er expresses ‘one’, as backhander, goner, 
header, sixfooter, ten-tonner. Akin to these are 
derogatory terms like blighter. 

-erJ repr., in adoptions from French, (i) OF. -er 
L. aris ar, or (ii) AN. -er, OF. -ier L. arius, 
-anum -ary. Some ME. exx. in -er have been 
refash, with -ar after Latin, as coler collar, 

scoler scholar See also -ier, -or1. 

-er’ suffix of compar. adjs. and advs. A. In adjs., 
ME. -erie), -re, OE. -ra m., -re fern., n. repr two 
Gmc. suffixes, (i) *-izan- (OS., OHG -iro, ON. -ri, 
Goth, -iza, accompanied by mutation) and (ii) 
*-ozan- iOHG. oro, ON. -ari, Goth, oza), which 
were formed on the adv. suffixes *-iz, *-oz (see 
below). A few OE. compars. show mutation, as 
strengra (f. strong strong); traces have re¬ 
mained in better *batizan- and elder 
*aldizan-\ worse and less contain the suffix 
*-izan- in a disguised form. B. In advs., OE. -or 
= OS., OHG. or, Goth, oz Gmc * oz, beside 
which there was *-iz (corr. to L. -is, as in magis 
more, nimis too much), repr by ON. -r (with 
mutation) and Goth, -is (e g. hauhis higher), and 
by the mutation in OE. compars like leng 
longer*larjgiz, bet better*batiz, which were 
superseded in ME. by regular forms in -er. Cf. 
-EST. 

-er4 suffix forming iterative and frequent, vbs.; 
OE. -(e)rian = OS. -aron, MLG., MDu. -eren, 
OHG. aron, -iron (G. -ern), ON. ra Gmc. 
*-rojan. There are a few exx. in OE , e.g. clater- 
ian clatter, flicerian flicker, floterian float, 
hwaestrian whisper, stam(e)rian stammer; to 
some there are corr. adjs., as gliddrian slip, be¬ 
side gliddor, slidrian slither, beside sliddor. 
The number of such words was greatly in¬ 
creased in ME. and later, partly by analogous 
formations of an echoic or symbolic kind (some¬ 
times from native bases), partly by direct adop 
tion or assimilation of ON or LG. verbs; e.g. 
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blunder, clamber, glimmer, mutter, quivera, 
stagger. 

-er* ending (-er L. -are) of a number of AN. 
infins. (= OF. -er, -ir, -eir, or re), used orig. as 
sbs. in leg. language, mostly of xv or xvi: e g. 
cesser, demurrer, retainer, waiver, attainder, re¬ 
mainder, tender, the same ending is in dinner 
and supper. 

-er* suffix (prob. an extended application of -er1) 

used in si. formations by adding it to the (some¬ 
times alt.) first syll. or early sylls. of a word; e g. 
bedsitter bed-sitting room, footer football,fresher 
freshman, rugger / soccer Rugby / Association 
football. 

era system of chronology reckoned from a point 
of time; date from which a period is reckoned 
xvii; period or epoch xvm. - late L. sera, orig. pi. 
of xs, xris copper, in the sense ‘counters (for 
calculation)’, used as fern. sg. for ‘number used 
as a basis of reckoning’, ‘epoch from which time 
is reckoned’. 

eradicate pull up by the roots, xvi. f. pp. stem 

of L. erbdicdre, f. e- + radix, rddic- root; see 

-ATE*. 

erase xvii. f. eras-, pp. stem of L. eradere, f. e- 

+ radere scrape. Hence eraser xix, erasure 

xvm. 
ere (arch.) before (of time). OE. xr = OS., OHG 
er (Du. eer, G. eher), Goth, airis Gmc. *airiz, 
compar. oi*air (ON. dr, Goth, air) early, rel. to 
Gr. eri- early (adv ), Av. ayars day; cf. erst. 

Hence erelong before the lapse of much time, 
xvi. ere while (arch.) some time ago. OE. 
xrhwilum. 

erect upright, xiv (rare before xvi). - L. erectus, 
pp. of erigere set up, f. e- + regere direct. So erect 

set up or upright, xv. f. erect-, pp. stem of erigere. 
So erection xv. - F. or L. erector xvi. 

-erel see -rel. 

eremite (arch.) hermit, xm. - OF. eremite, var. 
of (h)ermite hermit. So eremitic xv, eremiti¬ 

cal xvi. - F. eremitique, medL. eremiticus. 
erg unit of work. xix. - Gr. ergon work. 

ergo therefore, xiv. - L., as prep, in consequence 
of, absol. consequently. 

ergot disease of rye. xvii. - F. ergot, OF. ar(i)- 
got. argor cock’s spur, of unkn. orig. 

eristic xvii. - Gr. eristikos, f. erizein wrangle, f. 
eris. erid- strife; see -ic. 

erl-king xvm. partial tr. of G. erlkbnig ‘alder- 
king’, misunderstanding of Da elle(r)konge (for 
elve(r)konge) king of elves, 

ermine stoat xn; fur of this, often having the 
black tails arrayed upon it xm. - OF. (h)ermine 
(mod. hermine), medL. (mus) Armenius 
‘Armenian mouse’, equiv. to L. mus Ponticus 
‘mouse of Pontus’ (Armenia and Pontus were 
conterminous). But contact with similar Gmc. 
words is possible, viz. OHG. harmin adj., f. 
bar mo stoat, weasel (G. harme) = OE. hearma 
(etc.). 

-ern suffix in eastern, western, northern, 
southern', OE. -erne = OS., OHG. -roni, ON. 
-roenn Gmc. *-rdnjaz, f. *-ro- (as in *austro-\ 
see east) + *-onjaz = L. aneus -aneous. 

erode eat or wear away. xvii. - F. eroder or L. 

erodere, f. e- + rodere gnaw. So erosion xvi. - 
F. erosion - L. erosid, on-, f. eros-, pp. stem of 
erodere. 

erotic pert, to the passion of love. xvii. - F 
erotique - Gr. erotikos, f. eros, erot- sexual love; 
see -ic. So erotism, eroticism, erotomania 
xix 

err go astray; froam. xiv. - (O)F. errer L. 
errdre *ersare. rel. to Goth, airzei error, airz- 
jan lead astray, OS., OHG. irri (G. irre), OE. ierre 
astray, angry. 

errand fmessage, mission OE.; business on 
which one is sent xiii; journey taken to convey 
a message, etc. xvii. OE. xrende - OS. drundi, 
OHG. drunti. Obscurely rel. to synon. ON. 
e(y)rindi, erindi, and to OE. dr, OS. eru, ON. 
drr, Goth, air us messenger, 

errant A. travelling in quest of adventure, as in 
knight errant xiv; B. fthorough (see arrant); C. 
wandering, straying xv. - (O)F. errant, in which 
two distinct words have coalesced: (i) prp. of OF. 
errer, earlier tedrer travel as in quest of ad¬ 
venture Rom. *iterare, for L. itinerare (see 
itinerant), f. iter journey; (ii) prp. of (O)F. errer 
wander, err. In C - L. errdns, -ant-, prp. of 
errdre. So error false belief xm; mistake, 
wrongdoing xiv; wandering xvi. - OF. err(o)ur 
(mod. erreur)L. error, error-*ersor (cf. err). 

erratic fwandering, vagrant xiv; eccentric or 
irregular in conduct xix. - (O)F. erratique - L. 
erraticus, f. errdt-, pp. stem of errdre err; see 
-ic. So erratum xvi. sb. use of n. pp. of errdre. 
erroneous wrong, faulty, xiv. - OF. or L.; see 
-EOUS. 

ersatz xx. - G ‘compensation’, ‘replacement’, f. 
ersetzen replace, f. er- A-* + setzen set1. 

Erse Irish, esp. applied to Irish and Scots Gaelic, 
xiv (ersche). early Sc. var. of Irish. 

erst tearliest, first, (arch.) formerly, before. OE. 
xrest, superl. corr. to xr ere = OS. erist (Du. 
eerst), OHG. erist (G. erst)WGmc. *airista (see 
-est). Hence erstwhile xvi. 

erubescent xvm. - L. erubescens, -ent-, prp. of 
erubescere, f. e- + rubescere, f. rubere be red; see 
-escent. 

eructate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. eructdre, f. 
e- + ructare belch; see -ate*. So eructation xv. 

- L. 
erudite xv. - L. eruditus, pp. of erudire instruct, 

f. e- -t- rudis rude; see -ite. So erudition xv. - 

(O)F. or L. 
eruption xv. - (O)F. eruption or L. eruptio, on-, 

f. erumpere, erupt- burst forth, f. e- + rumpere 
break; see -tion. So erupt, eruptive xvii. 

-ery suffix first occurring (ME. -erie) in adop¬ 
tions from F. and subsequently used on the ana¬ 
logy of these in formations on various kinds of 
base. Repr. (O)F. -erie, which arose from the ad¬ 
dition of -ie -y* to personal designations in 
-(i)er, -eur, to denote quality, action, or occupa¬ 
tion; e.g. archer ie archery (f. archer), chevalerie 
chivalry (f. chevalier). Such comps, came to 
be apprehended as directly rel. to the ult. base, 
as chevalerie to cheval horse; consequently, 
formations on various kinds of sb. were made; 
this was extended to adjs. and to vbs.; and the 
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practice was followed in Eng. formations, as 
drudgery, gunnery, slavery. 
The suffix came to be esp. assoc, with -er’ and 

-er*, so that all agent-nouns in -er have actually 
or potentially a deriv. in -ery, e.g. bookbindery, 
grocery, joinery, millinery, hence, by extension, 
in designations of premises, fittings, etc., as 
bakery, crockery, nursery, scenery, surgery, the 
pi. -eries is used also beside the sg. in names of 
wares, as groceries (xvii). Cf. ry. 

eryngo sea holly xvi. irreg. - It. or Sp. eringio - 
L. eryngium - Gr. eruggion, dim. of truggos. 

erysipelas disease with red inflammation, xvi 
(xrv-xv erisipila). - L. - Gr. erusipelas, perh. f. 
base of eruthros red + *pel- skin, fell' . 

erythema inflammation of the skin. xvm. - 
Gr. eruthema, f. eruthainein be red, f. eruthros 
RED. 

escalade scaling the walls of a fortified place, 
xvi. - F. - It. scalata, f. medL scalare scale vb.; 

see ade. 

escalator xx. (orig. U.S.). f. stem of prec.+ 
-ATOR. 

escallop later form (xvn) of scallop. 

escape vb. xrv. The earliest recorded forms are 
ascape and (aphetic) scape (- AN., ONF. asca 
per)-, the present form is - AN., ONF. escaper 
(mod. echapper) Rom. * excap pare, f. ex-' + 

late L. cappa cloak. So sb. xiv. In earliest use - 
OF. eschap, later f. the vb. escapade escape, 
runaway flight xvii; flighty piece of conduct xix. 
escapee xix. escapement in a clock or watch, 
xvm. - F. echappement, the ref. is to the ‘escape’ 
of the toothed wheel from its detention by the 
pallet. 

escarpment (fortif.) ground cut to form a 
steep slope; (geol.) abrupt face of a ridge or hill 
range, xix. - F. escarpement, f. escarper vb.; see 
-MENT. 

-escent suffix repr. F. -escent and its source L. 
-escens, -escent-, prp. ending of vbs. in -escere, 
chiefly inceptives f. vbs. of state in -ere, e.g 
liquescere, f. liquere be liquid; primarily occurr 
ing in adjs. - L. prps. (orig. through F ), as deli¬ 
quescent, effervescent, obsolescent, the gen. sense 
being ‘beginning to assume a certain state’; also 
used in several words describing the play of 
light and colour, as fluorescent, iridescent, opal¬ 
escent, phosphorescent. The corr. sb. suffix is 
-escence, less freq. -escency. 

eschatology xix. f. Gr. eskhatos last + -logy. 

escheat lapsing of an estate to the overlord, 
estate so lapsed, xiv. - OF. eschete Rom. *ex- 
cadecta, sb. use of pp. oi*excadere, for L. excidere 
fall away, pass away, escape the memory, f. 
ex-1 + codere fall. Hence vb. xrv. 

eschew xiv. - OF. eschiver Rom. *skivare - 
Gmc. *skeux(w)an (OHG. sciuhen, G. scheuen), f. 
*skeux(w)az shy1. 

escort armed guard or convoy xvi; accom¬ 
panying person or persons xvm. - F. escorte 
- It. scorta, sb. use of fern. pp. of scorgere guide, 
conduct Rom. *excorrigere, f. ex-' + L. corri- 
gere set in order, correct'. So vb xvm. 

escritoire xvm. - OF. escritoire (mod. ecritoire) 
orig. ‘study’L. scriptorium 

escrow (leg.) species of deed. xvi. - AN. escrowe. 

OF. escroe medL. scroda - WGmc. *skraud- 
SHRED. 

esculent xvii. - L. esculentus, f. esca food (:- 
*edska), f. *ed- of edere eat; see -ulent. 

escutcheon xv. - AN., ONF. escuchon (OF. 
escusson, mod. ecusson) Rom. *scutio, on-, f. 

L. scutum shield. 
-ese suffix repr. OF. -eis (mod -ois, -ais) - L. 
-ensis, -ens-, which meant ‘belonging to, orig¬ 
inating in (a place)’, as hortensis, f. hortus 
garden, prdtensis, f. prdtum meadow, and in 
many adjs. of local names, as Atheniensis Athen¬ 
ian, f. Athens Athens. As a living suffix it forms 
derivs. of names of countries, as Chinese, Ja¬ 
panese, Portuguese (F. chinois, japonais, por- 
tugais) and from some names of foreign towns, 
as Cantonese. Viennese. Such adjs. are used sb. 
as names of languages or as designations of 
peoples. 

Eskimo xvi (formerly Esquimaux). - Da. 
Eskimo - F. Esquimaux pi. - N. Amer. Indian 
word meaning ‘eaters of raw flesh’, 

esoteric xvii. - Gr. esoterikos, f. esotero inner, 
compar of eso within, f. es (eis) into; see -ic. 

espalier xvii. - F. - It. spalliera applied to sup¬ 
ports for the shoulders, hence to stakes of that 
height, f. spalla shoulder, 

esparto Spanish grass, Stipa tenacissima. 
xvm. - Sp.L. spartum - Gk. spdrton. 

especial xrv. - OF. - L. specidlis, f. species 
species. Hence especially xvi. 

Esperanto xix. Pen-name Dr. Esperanto (i.e. 
‘hoping one’) of the inventor, L. L. Zamenhof. 

espionage xvm. - F. espionnage, f. espionner, 
f. esp ion spy. 

esplanade open level space, xvii. - F. - Sp. es- 
planada, f. esplanar L. explandre flatten out, 
level; see explain, -ade. 

espousal xiv. - OF. esposaille, chiefly espou- 
sailles fern. pi. (mod. epousailles)L. sponsdlia, 
sb. use of n. pi. of spdnsdlis, f. sponsus spouse; 

see -alj. So espouse marry xv; embrace 

opinions xvii. 

espy fspy upon; descry, xiv. - OF. espier (mod. 
epier); see spy. 

-esque suffix forming adjs., repr. F. -esque - It. 
-esco Rom. *-iscus - Gmc. *-iskaz -ish1; first in 
adoptions from It. through F. in the basic sense 
of ‘resembling the style of’, ‘partaking of the 
characteristics of’, as in arabesque, burlesque, 
Dantesque, grotesque, picturesque. 

esquire young man attending on a knight; man 
ranking immediately below a knight xv; as a 
title xvi. Early forms escuyer, -ier - OF. esquier 
(mod. ecuyer)L. scutdrius shield-bearer, f. scu¬ 
tum shield Aphetic squire is earlier. 

-ess1 suffix forming sbs. denoting female per¬ 
sons and animals - (O)F -esseRom. *-essa, for 
late L. -issa - Gr. -issa. 
The suffix became generalized for the for¬ 

mation of fern, derivs. of masc. sbs., e.g F. com- 
tesse (f. comte), whence Eng. countess, and 
similarly duchess, hostess, lioness, mistress, 
princess. In OF. -esse was added to mascs. in -ere, 
-eor, e g. enchanteresse enchantress; so in ME. 
-ess was added to agent-nouns in -er and -ster, 
as huntress, seamstress, songstress, contraction 
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taking place where possible; the older tgover- 
neresse was reduced to governess; there are sev¬ 
eral cases of sbs. in -tor with ferns in -tress 
(e.g. actress, benefactress, traitress), with the 
result that this ending corr. to F. trice, L. -trix. 
There was gen. extension to other kinds of 
sb., as authoress, goddess, mayoress, poetess, 
prioress, for some of which, however, there 
are F. models 

-ess3 ME. -esse - (O)F. -esse, L. -itia, forming 
sbs. of quality or condition, as tristitia sadness, 
f. tristis sad; examples are duress, largess, 

prowess, trichesse riches, all adopted from F. 
essay ftry, test xv; try to do xvi, attempt, try to 
accomplish xvn. alt. of assay by assim. to F. 
essayer Rom. *exagiare weigh, f. late L. exa- 
gium weighing, balance, f. exag-, base of L. exi- 
gere weigh. So essay sb. trial, attempt, result of 
this; form of literary composition, xvi. - 
(O)F. essai. Hence essayist xvn. 

essence (theol.) substance xiv; fexistence, be¬ 
ing xvi; that by which a thing is what it is; 
chemical (etc.) extract of a substance; perfume 
xvii. - (O)F. - L. essentia, f. *essent-, assumed 
prp. stem of esse be, on the model of Gr. ousid, f. 
ont-, prp. stem of einai be. So essential xrv - 
late L. essentialis. 

Essene member of a Jewish ascetic sect. xvi. - 
L. pi. Esseni - Gr. Essenoi, presumably of Heb. 
or Aram. orig. 

-est suffix of superl. adjs. and advs., repr. two 
OE. suffixes, (i) -ostGmc. *-dstaz (OS., OHG., 
Goth, -ost, ON. -ast) and (ii) -(e)st (accompanied 
by mutation) Gmc. *-istaz (OS., OHG., Goth. 
-ist-y, there are parallels in Gr. -isto-, Skr. -i$(ha-. 
Cf. -ER*. 

establish settle xiv; set up and settle xv; install 
xvi; prove valid xviii. - establiss-, lengthened 
stem of OF. establir (mod. etablir) - L. stabilire, 
f. stabilis stable3; see -ish3. Hence establish¬ 
ment xv. Aphetic stablish is earlier. 

estate (arch.) condition, status xm; outward 
pomp xiv; class of the body politic; interest in 
property xv; property, possessions xvi; landed 
property xviii. Early forms (a)estat, astat(e) - 
OF. estat (mod. etat) - L. status, f. stat-, pp. stem 
of stare stand. Cf. state. 

esteem A. fvalue, assess xv; hold in (such- 
and-such) estimation xvi; B. jjudge of xv; 
account, consider xvi. - (O)F. estimer - L. aesti¬ 
mbre (orig.) fix the price of, estimate (cf. aim). 

So esteem sb. xrv, estimable xvi. estimate 
tjudge, esteem xvi; fvalue, assess; form an ap¬ 
proximate notion of xvii. f. pp. stem of L. xsti- 
mbre. Hence, or - L. xstimdtus, estimate sb. 
xvi. So estimation xrv. 

estrange xv. - AN. estraunger, OF. estranger 
(mod. etranger) L. extraneare, f. extraneus 
STRANGE. 

estuary xvi. - L. xstuarium tidal part of a 
shore, tidal channel, f. xstus swell, surge, tide; 
see -ary. 

esurient hungry, xvii. - L. esuriens, -ent-, prp. 
of esurire be hungry, desiderative vb. f. es-, pp. 
stem of edere eat; see -ent. 

-et suffix forming dims, from sbs., repr. (O)F. -et 
m., -ette fern., Rom. * itto, *-itta, *-itto, -a of 

unkn. (perh. non-L.) orig.; it occurs in many 
adoptions from French, as budget, gibbet, 
hatchet, mallet, turret, in most of which there is 
no longer any consciousness of a dim. force. 
For its use in adjs. see dulcet, russet. The com 
bination in OF. of -et with -el produced -elet, for 
which see -let. 

et cetera late OE. - L., et and, cetera the rest, n. 
pi. of ceterus remaining over, 

etch xvii. - Du. etsen - G. atzen (OHG. azzen, 
ezzen)Gmc. *atjan, causative of *etan eat. 

eternal xiv. - OF. eternal, -el (mod. eternel) - 
late L. xternalis, f. xternus, for *xviternus, f. 
xvum age; see -al'. So eternity xiv. 

etesian name of certain winds in the Medi¬ 
terranean area blowing for a certain period an¬ 
nually. xvii. f. L. etesius - Gr. etisios annual, f. 
etes-, (f)etos year; see -ian. 

eth- first part of ether used in the formation 
of names of members of the bicarbon series of 
hydrocarbons, ethane, ethene, ethyl, see -ane3, 

-ENE, -YL. 

-eth in twentieth to ninetieth: see -th3. 

ether clear sky; (phys.) substance permeating 
space xvii; (chem.) liquid obtained by the action 
of acid on alcohol xvm. - (O)F. ether or L. xther - 
Gr. aithir upper air, f. base of aithein kindle, 
burn, shine, ait hr a fine weather, L. xstas 
summer, OIr. aed fire. So etherial of the ether; 
heavenly; airy xvi; impalpable xvii; pert, to 
ether xviii. f. L. xtherius - Gr. aitherios. Hence 
etherialize xix. 

ethic adj. xv (now mostly repl. by ethical 
xvii). - F. ethique or L. ethicus - Gr. ethikos, f. 
ethos usage, character, personal disposition; sb. 
sg. moral science xiv, after (O)F. ethique, L. 
ethice, Gr. (he) ethikt (sc. tekhne); ethics pi. xv; 
after OF ethiques, medL. ethica n. pi. - Gr. ta 
ethika. See -ic, -ical, -ics. So ethos xix. - late 
L. - Gr. ethos. 

ethnic tGentile, pagan xrv; pert, to race xix. - 
ecclL. ethnicus heathen - Gr. ethnikos, f. ethnos 
nation. Hence ethnography, -ology xix. 

ethyl see eth-. 

etiolate blanch, xviii. - F. etioler (see -ate*) - 

Norman F. (s')etieuler grow into haulm, f. 
et(i)eule, (OF. esteule) pop L. *stupila, 
for L. stipula straw. So etiolation xvm. 

etiology var. (now U S.) of aetiology. 

etiquette prescribed or conventional code of 
behaviour xvm. - F. etiquette, the primary 
sense of which is repr. by ticket. 

etna vessel for heating liquid, xix. f. the name 
of the volcano Etna in Sicily. 

-ette suffix repr. F. -ette (OF. -ete), and forming 
dim. sbs., being the fern. corr. to masc. (O)F. -et 
(see -et). In ME. the F. -et and -ette were not 
clearly distinguished, and old adoptions in 
-et(t)e usu. survive with -et, e.g. egret, hatchet. 
The sp. -ette is preserved in adoptions dating 
from xvii onwards, as cigarette, coquette, eti¬ 
quette, gazette, rosette. In xix it began to be 
extended to Eng. sbs., as waggonnette, and esp. 
in names of materials intended as imitations, 
as flannelette, leatherette. 

etui small case for small articles, xvii. - F. etui, 
OF. estui prison, f. estuier shut up, keep. 
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etymology origin, formation, and de 
velopment (of a word), account of this xrv; 
tbranch of grammar dealing with forms (for 
merly equiv. to accidence) xv. - OF. ethimologie 
(mod etymologic) - L. etymologia - Gr. etumo 
logid, f. etumologos student of etymology, f. 
etumon literal sense of a word, original form, 
primary or basic word, sb use of n. of etumos 
true, whence in L. form etymon xvi; see -logy. 
So etymological xvi, etymologist xvn, -ize 
XVI. 

eu- prefix repr. Gr. eu-. comb, form of Gr. (Epic) 
eus good, brave, used in n. form eu as adv. ‘well’. 
Gr. words with eu- are predominantly adjs. of 
the form euphonos of good sound, well¬ 
sounding, euphonious. For mod. formations see 
eugenic, etc.: eurhythmies harmony of bodily 
movement as an object of education, 

eucalyptus xix. modL., intended to denote 
‘well-covered’ (f. Eu- + Gr. kaluptos covered, f 
kaluptein cover, conceal), the flower before it 
opdns being protected by a cap. 

eucharis S. Amer. plant with bell-shaped 
flowers used for bouquets, etc. xix. modL. - Gr. 
eukharis pleasing, f. vu+khdris grace (cf. 
next). 

Eucharist xiv. - OF. eucariste (mod., with 
latinized ending, eucharistie) - ecclL. euchar- 
istia - ecclGr. eukharistid giving of thanks, f. 
eukhdristos grateful, f. eu- + kharizesthai show 
favour, give freely, f. kharis, kharit- favour, 
grace. So eucharistie xvn, -leal xvi. 

euchre card-game originating in U S A. xix 
(early sp. (e)uker, yuker). of unkn. orig. 

eud(a)emonism system of ethics having 
happiness for its end. xix. - Gr. eudaimonismos, 
f. eudaimonizein call or account happy, f. eu 
-t-daimon guardian genius; see demon, -ism. So 
eud(a)emonist xix. 

eudiometer (orig.) instrument for testing the 
amount of oxygen in the air. xvm. f. Gr. eudios 
(of weather) clear, f. EU + stem of Dios, gen. of 
Zeus god of the sky and the atmosphere; see 
-METER 

eugenic concerned with the production of fine 
offspring; (pi. -ics) science of this. xix. f. eu- + Gr. 
gen- produce (see kin). 

eulogy xvi. (once teuloge xv). - medL. 
eulogium, app. blending of L. elogium (of ob¬ 
scure orig.) inscription on a tomb, etc., and 
medL. eulogia - Gr. eulogia praise, f. phr. eu 
legein speak well of; cf. eu-, -logy. Hence eu¬ 
logist xvm, eulogistic xix. 

eunuch xv. - L. eunuchus - Gr. eunoukhos, f. 
eun$ bed; lit. ‘bedchamber guard’, 

euonymus (bot.) genus of shrubs, xvm. mod. 
use of L. euonymus - Gr. eudnumos lucky, f. eu- 
+ onuma, var of onoma name. 

eupeptic pert, to good digestion, xvii. f. Gr. eu- 
peptos easy of digestion, having a good diges 
tion, f. eu- + peptein digest; see -ic. 

euphemism xvn. - Gr. euphemismos, f. eu- 
phemizein speak fair, f. euphemos fair of speech, 
f. eu- + phime speaking; see fame, -ism. So eu¬ 
phemistic xix. 

euphonium xix. f. Gr. euphonos, see next, 
euphony xvn (once xv). - F. euphonie - late L. 

euphonia - Gr. euphonia, f. euphonos well 
sounding, f. eu -\ phoni sound, voice; see -y*. 
Hence euphonious xvm. 

euphorbia the spurge genus, xvn. alt. (by 
assim. to -la') of L. euphorbea, f. Euphorbus, 
name of a physician of Juba II, king of Maure¬ 
tania, who is said to have named the plant after 
him. 

euphrasy the plant eye-bright xv - medL. 
euphrasia - Gr. euphrasia cheerfulness, f. 
euphrainein be cheerful, f. Ev- + phrtn mind; 
see -y*. 

euphuism precious style of diction charac 
teristic of John Lyly’s 'Euphues, the anatomy of 
wyt’ (1579) and Euphues and his England’ (1580). 
xvi. f. Gr. euphuds well endowed by nature, 
f. EU- + phu- (be); see -ism. Hence euphuist, 
euphuistic xix. 

Eurasian pert, to the continental area com¬ 
prising Europe and Asia; of mixed European 
and Asiatic parentage, xix. f. Eur(ope) + Asia-, 
see -an. 

eureka exclamation (Gr. heureka I have found, 
perf. of heuriskein find) uttered by Archimedes 
when he discovered the means of determining 
by specific gravity the proportion of base metal 
in Hiero’s golden crown, xvii. 

European xvn. - F. europeen, f. L. europaeus, 
f. Europa - Gr. Eurdpe (of unkn. orig.), first 
applied to central Greece; see -ean. 

Eustachian (anat.) epithet of organs or struc¬ 
tures discovered by Bartolomeo Eustachi, 
Italian anatomist (c. 1500-74); see -ian. xviii. 

euthanasia easy death xvii; means of bringing 
this about xvm. - Gr. euthanasia, f. eu- + 
thdnatos death. 

evacuate xv. f. pp. stem of L. evacuare, f. e- + 
vacuus empty; see -ate*. So evacuation xrv. - 
late L. Hence evacuee xx. 

evade xvi. - F. evader - L. evadere, f. e- + vddere 
go (cf. wade). So evasion xv, evasive xvm. 

evaluate xix. Back-formation, after (O)F. 
evaluer, from evaluation (xvm; - (O)F.; see 
E-, VALUATION). 

evanescent xvm. - F. evanescent - prp. of L. 
evanescere, whence evanesce xix; see e-, 
VANISH, -ENT. 

evangel (arch.) gospel, xiv. ME. evangile (later 
assim. to L.) - (O)F evangile - ecclL. evan¬ 
gelism - Gr euaggelion (in eccl. use) good news, 
(in classical Gr.) reward for bringing good news, 
pi. sacrifice on receiving good news, f. 
euaggelos bringing good news, f. eu- -f aggellein 
announce. So evangelic xv, now more usu. 
evangelical xvi. - ecclL. evangelicus - ecclGr. 
euaggelikos. evangelism xvn. evangelist 
writer of one of the four gospels xn; preacher 
of the gospel xiv. - (O)F. - ecclL. - ecclGr. evan¬ 
gelize fintr. xiv, trans. xvii. - ecclL. - ecclGr. 

evaporate xvi (pa. pple. xiv). f. pp. stem of L. 
evaporare\ see e-, vapour, -ate*. So evapora¬ 
tion xiv. - L. 

eve (poet.) evening; day before a festival, xm. 
var. of even', orig. southern. For loss of -n, cf. 
clew, game, maid. 

even1 (poet., dial.) close of the day OE.; eve of a 
holy day xrv. OE. xfen, rel. to synon. OS. dband, 
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MLG., MDu. avont (Du. avond), OHG. dband (G. 
abend), perh. rel. to Gr. epi(see epi-). Synon. ON. 
aptann may be another formation on the same 
base, or (more prob.) a deriv. of the base of 
after. In contr. form e’en arch, and dial. Cf. 
eve, evening. Hence evensong, eventide, OE 
xfensang, -tid. 

even1 flat, level (obs. in gen. use; naut. in an 
even keel)', uniform, equal, equally balanced OE.; 
exactly adjusted, precise xhi; of number, opp. to 
odd xrv OE. efen = OS eban (Du. even, effen), 
OHG. eban (G. eben), ON. jafn, Goth, ibns 
Gmc. *ebnaz, of unkn. orig. So even adv. (poet, 
e’en) fevenly, equally; (arch.) exactly, fully OE.; 
in the extreme case xvi. OE. efne = OS. efno (Du. 
even), OHG. ebano (G. eben) WGmc. *ebnd. 
even vb. OE. efnan and (ge)efnian 

evening tclosing of the day OE.; latter part of 
the day. xv. OE. xfnung, f. xfnian grow towards 
night, f. xfen even'; see -ing*. 

event outcome, issue; anything that happens, 
xvi. - L. event us, f. event-, pp. stem of e venire 
come out, result, happen, f. e- +venire come. 
Hence, or direct from L. event us, eventual 
tpert. to an event or events; that will take effect 
in certain contingencies xvii. eventuate xvm. 
orig. U.S. 

ever OE. xfre, a purely Eng. formation, of unkn. 
orig. The first syll. is prob. the mutation of d 
ever, ay. Hence evergreen xvii, everlasting 
xrv, evermore xm. 

everglade (US.) marshy tract under water, 
(esp. pi.) the vast swampy region of Florida, xix. 
Presumably f. ever + glade. 

every Late OE. xfric, ME. efri(ch), eauer euch, 
euere(t)ch, repr. OE. xfre xlc, *xfreylc, see ever, 

each. Comp everybody xiv, every one xm, 
everything xiv. In everywhere (xii) two for¬ 
mations have coalesced: (i) ever + iwhere (OE. 
gehwxr anywhere, everywhere), and (ii) every 
+ where. 

evict recover (property) xv; expel (a person) by 
judicial process; fconquer, overcome; fprove 
xvi. f. evict-, pp. stem of L. evincere conquer, 
obtain by conquering, recover, overcome and 
expel, eject judicially, prove; see evince. So 
eviction xvi. - L. 

evident xrv. - (O)F. evident or L. evidens, -ent-, 
f. e- + prp. of videre see, used in a middle sense 
(‘making itself seen ). So evidence significant 
appearance, token xm; ground for belief xiv; in¬ 
formation (given in a legal inquiry) tending 
to establish fact xvi; clarity xvii. - (O)F. - L.; 
whence evidential xvii. evidently xiv. 

evil adj. and sb. OE. yfel = OS. ubil, MDu. evel 
(Du. euvel), OHG. ubil (G iibel), Goth, ubils 
Gmc. *ubilaz, prob. f. IE. base *up- (see over), 

the primary sense being exceeding due limits’. 
So evil adv., OE. yfle, survives in literary use in 
speak evil (of), evil-disposed, and the like 

evince fovercome; fconvince; fprove; make 
evident, xvii. f. L. evincere, f. e- + vincere 
conquer. Cf. evict. 

eviscerate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. eviscerare: see 
E-, viscera, -ate*. 

evoke call forth, xvii. - L. evocare, f. e- + vocdre 

call. So evocation xvii (once xv). evocative 
xvii. - late L. 

evolution xvii. - L. evolutio, on- unrolling of a 
book, f. evolut-, pp. stem of evolvere (f. e- + volvere 
roll), whence evolve xvii. 

evulsion forcible extraction, xvii. - L. evulsio, 
-on-, f. evuls-, pp. stem of eve lie re, f. e- + vellere 
pluck; see -sion. 

ewe OE. eowu, corr. to OS. ewwi (MDu. oie, Du. 
ooi), OHG. ou(wi) (G. aue), ON. xr Gmc. *awi- 
(repr. in Goth, by awistr sheepfold, awepi 
flock) IE. *owi-, repr. also by L. ovis, Gr. 
o(f)is, OIr. oi, OS1. ovica, Lith. avis, Skr. dvi- 
sheep, 

ewer xrv. - AN. *ewere, ONF. eviere, (Q)F. ai- 
guiere Rom. * aquaria, fern, of L. aqudrius 
pert, to water, f. aqua water; see -ary. 

ex L. ex out of, prep, and prefix (see ex ', e ) = 
Gr. ex (see ex-1), OIr. ess-. In Eng. in certain L. 
phrs., as ex cathedra from the chair (i.e. of 
authority) xix; ex libris ‘out of the books’ (of 
somebody), from the library (of) xix; ex officio 
by virtue of one’s office xvi; ex(-)parte with 
respect to a part, (leg.) on one side only xvii; 
ex voto (short for ex voto suscepto from a vow 
undertaken) offering made in pursuance of a 
vow xvm. 

b. Prefixed to titles of rank after late L. usage 
in exconsul, nom. evolved from ex consule ‘from 
(being) consul’, (hence) lately consul; whence 
gen. with the sense ‘former’, as in ex-professor, 
and by further extension prefixed to adjs. (after 
ex-consular xvii) or to sbs. used attrib., as 
ex-service. 

c. In commercial use, with ref. to goods, ‘out 
of’, ‘landed from’ (a ship); similarly ex¬ 
warehouse-, ‘without’, ‘exclusive of’, as in ex 
dividend. 

ex-1 prefix repr. L. ex-, the prep, (see prec.) used 
in combination. After ex-, s (as in exsequi, ex- 
serere, exstare) was later dropped; hence the 
spelling of execrate, execute, exert, extant, 
extirpate. Ex- was reduced to e- before b, d, g, i 
O'), /, m, n, r, and u (cf. ebullient, edict, egress, 
EJECT, ELECT, EMIT, ENUNCIATE, ERECT, EVADE), 
and to ef- before/(cf. effect). 

ex-1 prefix repr. Gr. ex-, the prep, (see ex) used 
in combination; before consonants ek-, ec-. 

exacerbate increase the bitterness of. xvii. f. 
pp. stem of L. exacerbdre, f. ex-' + acerbus bitter; 
see -ate*. So exacerbation xvi. - late L. 

exact xvi. - L. exactus, pp. of exigere complete, 
bring to perfection, examine, ascertain, f. ex-' 
+ agere perform. So exact vb. demand esp. by 
force and with authority, xv. f. exact-, pp. stem 
of L. exigere drive out, enforce payment of, de¬ 
mand, etc. (as above), exaction xiv. exactitude 
xvm. - F. 

exaggerate faccumulate, pile up xvi; make (a 
thing) out greater than it is xvii. f. pp. stem of 
L. exagger are, f. ex-1 + aggerdre heap up, f. agger 
heap, prob. f. ag-+gerere carry; see -ate*. So 
exaggeration xvi. - L. 

exalt xv. - L. exaltdre, f. vx-' + altus high. So 
exaltation lifting up xiv; elation xv. - (O)F. or 
late L. 

exam short for examination, xix. 
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examine xrv. - (O)F. examiner - L. exdmindre 
weigh accurately, f. examen, -in- tongue of a bal¬ 
ance, weighing, for *exagmen, f. *exag-, base of 
exigere examine, weigh (see exact). So exam¬ 
ination xrv 

example object or action to copy or imitate; 
instance to warn or deter xrv; typical instance 
xv. - OF. example (mod exemple), refash, after 
L. of essample - L. exemptum, f. *exem-, eximere 
take out (see exempt). 

exarch governor of a province under the By¬ 
zantine emperors; metropolitan in the Eastern 
Church, xvi. - ecclL. exarchus - Gr. exarkhos 
leader, chief, f. exdrkhein take the lead, f. ex-2 

+ arkhein rule. 
exasperate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. exasperdre, f. 
ex-' + asper rough; see -ate*. So exasperation 
xvi. - L. 

excavate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. excavare, f. 
ex-' 4- cavdre, f. cavus hollow; see -ate*. So 
excavation xvii - F. or L. 

exceed tpass the limits of; be greater than xrv; 
be superior to xv. - (O)F. exceder - L. excedere 
depart, go beyond, surpass, f. ex-1 +cedere go. 

excel xv. - L. excellere be eminent, (rarely in 
physical sense) rise, raise, f. ex' + -ce Here, rel. 
to celsus high, columna column. So excellent 
fexalted, supreme xiv; extremely good xvii. - 
(O)F. - L. excellence, -ency xiv. 

except1 leave out of account, xv. f. except-, pp. 
stem of L. excipere, f. ex-1 +capere take. So ex¬ 
ception action of excepting, case excepted xiv; 
defendant’s plea in bar of plaintiff’s action 
xv; objection, demur xvi. - (O)F. * L. Hence 
exceptionable xvm, exceptional xix except¬ 
ing prp. passing into prep., if one excepts, 
except, xv. 

except2 tpp excepted; prep, if one leaves out of 
account xiv; fconj. unless xv; otherwise than 
xvi. - L. exceptus, pp. of excipere (see prec ). The 
prep, arose (i) partly from the use of the pp. in 
concord with a following sb. or pronoun, e.g. 
except women, i.e. women excepted, (ii) partly in 
imitation of (O)F. excepte excepted, and late L. 
abl. excepto, which was used as a prep by ex¬ 
tension of the classical L. usage with a clause, 
excepto quod . . . except that . . . (whence the 
conjunctional use of except). 

excerpt sb. xvii. - L. excerptum, sb. use of n. pp. 
of excerpere, f. ex-1 4 carpere pluck. So vb. xvi 
(pp. once xv). f. L. excerpt-, pp. stem 

excess textravagant feeling or conduct; over 
stepping limits of moderation xiv; fact of ex¬ 
ceeding in amount xvi. - (O)F. exces - L. 
excessus, f. excess-, pp. stem of excedere exceed. 

So excessive xiv. 
exchange sb. xiv. ME. eschaunge, later (by 
assim. to L.) exchaunge - AN. eschaunge, OF 
eschange (F. echange), f. eschanger (mod. e ), 
whence exchange vb. xv; f. es-ex-1, change. 

exchequer fchess-board xm; department of 
state concerned with the royal revenues, so 
called orig. with ref. to the table covered with 
a cloth divided into squares on which the 
accounts were kept by means of counters xiv; 
court of law theoretically concerned with 
revenue; office charged with the receipt and cus¬ 

tody of public revenue xv; pecuniary posses 
sions xvii. ME. escheker - AN escheker, OF. 
eschequier - medL. scaccarium chess-board, f. 
scaccus check1; see -er* The form with ex- 
(from xv) is due to assoc, of OF. es- with ex-1, as 
in exchange. 

excise1 ttoll, tax xv; duty on commodities xvii. - 

MDu. excijs - OF. acceis Rom. *accensum, f. L. 
ac- 4 census tax (see census). 

excise* cut out. xvi f. excis-, pp stem of L. 
excidere, f. EX'+caedere cut. So excision xv. - 
(O)F. - L. 

excite xiv. - (O)F. exciter or L. excitdre, 
frequent, of exciere (pp. excitus) call out or forth, 
see ex-1, cite. So excitation xrv. - (O)F. - late L. 
excitement -(-instigation, incentive xvii; (path.) 
abnormal activity xviii; mental stimulation 
xix. 

exclaim xvi. - F. exclamer or L. exclamdre\ see 
ex-1, claim. So exclamation xiv. exclamatory 
xvi. - L. 

exclude xrv. - L. excludere, f. ex-1 4 claudere 
shut (see close). So exclusion, exclusive xv. 

excommunicate xv. f. pp. stem of ecclL. ex- 
communicdre, f. ex-1 4 communis common, after 
communicdre communicate. So excom¬ 

munication xv. - late L 
excoriate remove the skin from, flay. xv. f. pp. 
stem of L. excoriare, f. ex-4 corium hide; see 
-ate*. So excoriation xv. 

excrement tdregs; faeces, xvi. - F. excrement 
or L. excrementum, f. excre-, pp. base of excer- 
nere, f. ex-1 4 cernere sift; see -ment. So excreta 
xix. sb. use of n. pi. of excretus, pp. of excernere. 
excretion xvii. 

excrescence xv. - L. excrescentia, f. prp. of ex- 
crescere grow out; see ex ', increase, -ence. So 
excrescent xvii. 

excruciate torture, xvi. f. pp stem of L. ex- 
cruciare, f. ex-' 4 cruciare torment, f. crux cross; 

see -ate3. 
exculpate xvii. f. pp. stem of medL. *exculpare, 

f. ex-1 4culpa blame; see -ate*. 
excursion tescape; sally, sortie xvi; journey 
from home xvii. - L. excursid, on-, f. excurs-, pp. 
stem of excurrere run out, issue forth, f. ex-1 
4 currere, see course, -ion. Hence excursionist 

xix. So excursus xix. 
excuse offer an apology for xiii; obtain exemp¬ 
tion or release for; accept as an excuse for or 
from xiv; serve as an excuse for xvi. ME escuse, 
excuse - OF. escuser, (also mod.) excuser - L. 
excusare free from blame, plead in excuse, 
absolve, dispense with, f. ex-1 4 causa ac¬ 
cusation (see cause). So sb. xiv. - (O)F., f. 
excuser. The pronunc. with s instead of z in the 
sb. is due to the analogy of pairs like use, abuse 
vbs. and sbs., advise and advice, where the F. 
sbs. are masculines ending in s. 

exeat tstage direction repl. by exit xvi; per 
mission to go out or leave xviii. - L., ‘let him go 
out’, 3rd pers. sg. pres. subj. of exire go out. 

execrate express or feel abhorrence of. xvi. f. 
pp stem of L. ex{s)ecrari curse, f ex-1 4 sacrare 
devote religiously, f. sacer, sacr- religiously set 
apart; see sacred, -ate3. So execration xiv. - 

(O)F. or L. execrable finvolving a curse xiv; 
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abominable xv. - (O)F execrable - L. (in act. and 
pass, senses). 

execute A. carry into effect, carry out xrv; fulfil, 
discharge xrv; make valid by signing, etc., carry 
out the design of, perform xvm; B. inflict capital 
punishment on xv. - (O)F. executer - medL. exe- 
cutdre, f. ex(s)ecul-, pp. stem of L. ex(s)equifollow 
up, carry out, pursue judicially, punish, f. ex-1 
+ sequi follow. So execution carrying into 
effect xrv; infliction of capital punishment xv; 
enforcement of a judgement, effective action 
xvi; hence executioner xvi. executive xvii; sb. 
xvm (first U.S.). executor xm (of an estate). - 
AN. executo(u)r - L. executor. 

exegesis xvii. - Gr. exegesis, f. exegeisthai in¬ 
terpret, f. ex* + hegeisthai guide. So exegete 
xvm. - Gr. exegeth. exegetic, -ical xvii. - Gr. 
exegetikos. 

exemplar pattern, example xrv; typical 
specimen xvii. - (O)F. exemplaire - late L. 
exemplarium, f. L. exemplum example. So 
exemplary xvi. - late L. exemplar is. exem¬ 
plify xv. - medL. exemplificdre. 

exempt fremoved, excluded from xiv; exempt 
from not subject to xv. - (O)F. - L. exemptus, pp. 
of eximere take out, deliver, free, f. ex-'+emere 
take. So exempt vb. xv, exemption xrv. 

exequatur (leg.) official authorization, xvm. - 
L., let him perform’, 3rd pers. sg. pres. subj. of 
exequiexecute. 

exequies funeral rites, xiv. - OF. - L acc. 
exsequids, nom. -ia? funeral procession or 
ceremonies, f. exsequi follow after, accompany 
(see execute). 

exercise employment, practice xiv; task pre¬ 
scribed for training or testing; religious ob¬ 
servance xvi. - (O)F. exercice - L. exercitium, f. 
exercere keep busy or at work, practise, train, 
vex, f. ex'+arcere shut up, keep off, restrain, 
prevent. Hence vb. xiv. 

exert fdischarge, emit; exercise, bring to bear, 
xvii. f. exert-, pp. stem of L. ex(s)erere put forth, 
f. ex-' + serere bind, entwine, join. So exertion 
XVII. 

exeunt stage direction for certain actors to 
leave the stage, xv. - L., ‘they go out’, 3rd pers. 
pi. pres. ind. of exlre go out. 

exhale give off as vapour xiv; breathe or blow 
out xvi. - (O)F. exhaler - L. exhalare, f. ex-1 
+ haldre breathe. So exhalation xiv. 

exhaust draw off or out, drain, xvi. f. exhaust-, 
pp. stem of L. exhaurire, f. ex-1 + haurire, draw 
(water), drain. Hence as sb. xix. So exhaustion 
XVII. 

exhibit toffer, furnish, administer xv, submit 
to view, display xvi. f. exhibit-, pp. stem of L. 
exhibere. f. ex'+ habere hold. So exhibition 
visible display xiv; fmaintenance, allowance xv 
(surviving in spec, sense of school or college 
bursary xvii); public display of objects, etc. 
xvm. - (O)F. - late L. (delivery, maintenance), 

exhilarate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. exhilardre, f. 
ex-1 + hilaris cheerful, gay; see ate*. 

exhort xiv. - (O)F. exhorter or L. exhortbri, f. 
ex-1 + hortdri encourage. So exhortation xrv. 

exhume xvm (once xv). - F. exhumer - medL 

expatriate 

exhumdre, f. ex-1 + humus ground. So exhuma¬ 
tion xvm (once xv). 

exigent tsb. exigency, extremity xv; adj urgent 
xvn; exacting xix. As sb. - OF. exigent sb.; as 
adj - L. exigens, -ent-, prp. of exigere exact; 

see -ent. So exigence, -ency xvi. - (O)F. and 
late L. 

exiguous xvn. f. L. exiguus scanty in measure 

or number, f. exigere weigh exactly; see exact. 

-uous. 
exile1 enforced removal or absence from one’s 
country, xm. - (O)F. exil, latinized refash, of 
earlier essil - L. exilium, f. exul exiled person, f. 
ex-1 + *-ul-, as in ambuldre walk (see amble). So 
exile* exiled person, xiv. prob. - (O)F. exile, pp. 
of exiler, with muting of the final syll. as in as¬ 

sign1, etc., infl. by L. exul. exile* vb. make an 
exile of. xrv. - (O)F. exil(i)er, refash, of essilier - 
late L. exilidre, f. exilium. 

exist xvii. ult. - L. ex(s)istere appear, come for¬ 
ward, come into being, f. ex-1 -t-sistere take up a 
position, redupl. formation on *sta- stand; prob. 
immed. back-formation on existence xiv - 
(O)F. or late L. existent xvi. - L. 

exit A. (theatr.) direction to a player to leave the 
stage (repl. exeat), (hence) departure from the 
stage xvi. B. departure from life, death; egress, 
outlet xvii. In A 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of L. exire 
go out, f. ex-1 + ire go; in B mainly - L. exitus, f. 
pp. stem of exire. 

exo- prefix repr. Gr. exo outside, f. ex-1; used in 
e.g. exogamy (Gr. gamos marriage) custom of 
a man’s taking a wife from outside his clan. xix. 
exogen (bot.) plant of which the stem grows by 
deposit on the outside (- F. exogene), xix. 

exodus departure, spec, of the Israelites out of 
Egypt (hence, title of the second book of the 
Pentateuch, which relates this), xvn. - ecclL. 
Exodus - Gr. exodos, f. ex-1 + hodds way. 

exonerate tunload, relieve of a burden; relieve 
or free from an obligation, reproach, etc. xvi (pp. 
once xv). f. pp. stem of L. exonerare, f. ex-1 
+ onus, oner burden; see-ate*. 

exorbitant deviating from the right or normal 
path xv; (grossly) exceeding proper bounds xvii. 

prp. of ChrL. exorbitdre, f. ex-1 + orbita orbit; 

see -ant. 

exorcism expulsion of an evil spirit by ad¬ 
juration, etc. xiv. - ecclL. exorcismus - ecclGr. 
exorkismos, f. exorkizein, f. EX-2 + horkos oath; 
see -ism. So exorcist xiv. exorcize xv. - F. or 
ecclL. 

exordium beginning of a discourse, xvi. - L., f. 
exordiri, f. ex-1 + ordiri begin, rel. to ordo order. 

exoteric xvn. - L. exotericus - Gr. exoterikos, f. 
exotero, compar. of exo outside; see exo-, -ic. 

exotic foreign, not ihdigenous. xvi. - L. ex- 
oticus - Gr. exotikos, f. exo outside (see exo ). 

expand xv. - L. expandere, f. ex-'+pandere 
spread. So expanse wide extent, xvn. - L. ex 
pansum (n. of expansus, pp. of expandere). 
expansion xvii. 

expatiate (arch.) walk about at large xvi; dis¬ 
course at length xvii. - L. ex(s)patidri, -at-, f. 
ex-1 + spatiari walk, f. spatium space; see -ate*. 

expatriate withdraw from one’s native 
country, xvm. f. medL. expatriare, at-, f. 
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ex 1 + patria native land Hence expatriate 
sb., expatriation xix. 

expect fwait, wait for; look for in anticipation 
xvi. - L. ex(s)pectare, f. ex-’ +spectare look (see 
spectacle). So expectant xiv. - L. expectbns 
prp. expectancy, -ation xvi. 

expectorate eject (phlegm) xvii; spit xix. f. pp 

stem of L. expectorare, f. ex-' + pectus, pector- 
breast; see -ate*. 

expedite tclear of difficulties; help forward, 
dispatch, xvii. f. expedit-, pp. stem of L. expedite 
extricate (orig. free the feet), make ready, put in 
order, f. EX-'+pes, ped- foot; see -ite. So ex¬ 
pedient xiv f. prp. of the L vb. expedition 
tprompt action, dispatch; warlike enterprise xv; 
journey made for a purpose; prompt movement 
xvi. - (O)F. - L. Hence expeditious xv. 

expel xiv. - L. expellere, f. ex-1 +pellere drive, 
thrust. So expulsion, expulsive xiv. 

expend xv. - L. expendere, f. ex-'+pendere 
weigh, pay, rel. to pendere hang. Hence ex¬ 
penditure xviii; after fexpenditor officer hav¬ 
ing charge of expenditure xv-xix (- medL., f. 
expenditus, irreg. pp. of expendere). So expense 
xrv - AN. expense, alt. of OF. espense - late L. 
expensa, fern, of pp. expensive xvii. f. expens-, 
pp. stem; assoc, early with expense. 

experience ftrial; observation of facts; con¬ 
dition or event by which one is affected xiv; 
knowledge resulting from observation; state of 
having been occupied in some way xv. - (O)F 
experience - L. experientia, f. experiri try; see 
ex-‘, peril, -ence. Hence vb. xvi. So experi¬ 
ment ftest, trial; action undertaken to discover 
or test something, xrv. Hence vb. fexperience, 
ascertain, test xv; make an experiment xvm. 
experimental xv. - (O)F. or medL. expert 
trained by experience xrv. - (O)F. expert, re 
fash, of iespert after L. expertus, pp. of experiri 
expert one who is expert, specialist, xix. - F., 
sb. use of the adj. expertise xix. - F. 

expiate fbring to an end xvi; avert evil from; do 
away the guilt of, make amends for xvii. f. pp 
stem of L. expiare, f. ex-' + piare seek to appease 
(by sacrifice), f. pius devout, pious; see -ate3. So 
expiation xv. - L 

expire breathe one’s last; come to an end xv; 
breathe out xvi. - (O)F expirer - ex(s)pirare, 
f. ex-1 + spirdre breathe. So expiration coming 
to an end, fdeath xvi; breathing out xvii (once 
xv). - L. Hence expiry dying, death xvm; termin 
ation xix. expiratory xix. 

explain unfold (a matter), give details of xv; 
fopen out, smoothe; assign a meaning to xvii; 

account for xvm. - L. explanare, f. ex-1 + 
planus plain. So explanation xiv, ex¬ 

planatory XVII. 

expletive serving to fill out; sb. expletive word. 
xvii (used of a profane oath, etc. xix). - late L. ex 
pletivus, f. explere, f. ex-1 + plerefill; see full, -ive 

explicate unfold, flit, and fig. xvi. f. pp. stem of 
L. explicdre, f. ex-1 +pi ware fold; see ply1, -ate3 
So explicable xvi. explication xvi. - F. or L. 
explicit' xvii. - F. expliciteor L. explicitus, pp of 
explicdre. 

explicit2 late L. formula used by scribes to in¬ 
dicate the end of a book or piece, prob orig. short 

(on the analogy of incipit) for explicitus est liber 
the book is unfolded or exhibited (see prec.), but 
regarded as a verb m 3rd pers. sing ( here ends’), 

explode freject xvi; bring into discredit xvn 
(now chiefly in pp.); ‘go off ’ or cause to do so 
with a loud noise xviii - L explodere drive out 
by clapping, hiss off the stage, f. ex-' + plaudere 
clap the hands. So explosion xvn. - F. or L 
explosive xvii; sb. xix f. explos-, pp. stem 

exploit tprogress, success xiv; fattempt to con¬ 
trol or capture xvi; deed, feat xvi ME es-, 
exploit, -pleit - OF. esploit rn , esploite fern. (mod. 
exploit, with latinized prefix)Gallo-Rom *ex- 
plictum, *-ta, L. explicitum, -ta n. and fern, pps 
of explicdre explicate; orig. ‘something un¬ 
folded or put forth’. So vb fachieve xiv; tpros- 
per xv; (after mod. F.) turn to account, make 
capital out of, esp. in unfavourable sense xix. - 
OF. expleiter accomplish, enjoy (mod. ex¬ 
ploiter) Gallo-Rom *explicitare, f. explicdre 
exploitation xix. 

explore seek to ascertain, examine into xvi; 
search into (a country, etc.) xvii. - F. explorer - 
L. explorare search out. So exploration xvi. - 
F. or L. 

exponent interpreting xvi; sb. (math.) index of 
a power xvm; expounder, interpreter xix. - L 
exponens, -ent-, prp. of expdnere expound So 
exponential (math.) xvm. - F. exponentiel. 

export fcarry away xv; send from one country 
to another xvii. - L. exportare, f. ex-' +portare 
carry (cf. port3). Hence sb. xvii. So exportation 
xvii. 

expose deprive of shelter; lay open; disclose xv; 
exhibit or offer publicly xvii. - (O)F. exposer, 
based on L. expdnere, see expound, pose'. So 

exposition explanation, interpretation xrv; 
setting forth in description; displaying to view 
xvii. - (O)F. or L. expositor xiv. - (O)F. or 
late L. expository xvii. - late L expositorius. 
exposure xvii 

ex post facto erron. division of medL. ex 
postfacto from what is done afterwards, i.e. ex 
from, out of, with abl of postfactum, i.e. post 
after 4- pp offacere do' . xvn (attrib. xvm). 

expostulate tdemand, urge, complain of; 
make fnendly objections, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
expostulare: see ex ', postulate. So expostula¬ 

tion xvi. - L. 
expound xm. ME. expoun(d)e - OF. espondre 
(pres, stem espon ) L. expdnere put out, 
publish, explain, f. ex-'+ponere put, place. Cf. 
exposition (which serves as noun of action to 
the vbs. expose and expouncTr 

express portray, represent; press out xiv. - OF. 
expresser - Rom. *expressdre, f. ex'+ pressure 
press; repr in use L. exprimere. So adj. explicitly 
stated, specially designed for a purpose xiv 

- (express train orig. special train, xix). - (O)F 
expres - L. expressus distinctly or manifestly 
presented, pp. of exprimere. expression 
representation, manifestation xv, pressing out 
xvi. expressive ftending to expel xiv; full 
of expression xvn; serving to express xvm. - 
F. or medL. 

expropriate xvii. f. pp. stem of medL. ex 
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propridre, f. EX-’-t-proprium property; see 
ate*. So expropriation xv (rare before xix). 

expulsion see expel. 

expunge xvn. - L expungere mark for deletion 
by points set above or below, f. ex'+ pungere 
prick; see point. 

expurgate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. expurgare, see 
ex purge, ate*. So expurgation xv (rare be 
fore xvii). expurgatorial xix, expurgatory 
xvii. - modL. expur gator ius. 

exquisite fingenious, abstruse, choice xv; 
faccurate, exact; carefully elaborated; highly 
cultivated; consummate xvi; intense, keenly 
sensitive xvn. - L. exquisitus, pp. adj. of ex- 
quirere search out, f. ex-1 + quaerere search, seek; 
see -ite. 

exsert (biol.) thrust out or forth, xix. f. exsert-, 
pp. stem of L. exserere (see exert). 

exsiccate make dry, dry up. xv. f. pp. stem of L. 
exsiccdre, f. ex-1 + siccare, f. siccus dry; see -ate*. 

extant fstanding out or forth; (still) existing 
xvi. - L. ex(s)tdns, -ant-, prp. of exstdre be 
prominent or visible, exist, f. ex’+ stare 
stand; see -ant. 

extempore adv. xvi; adj. xvn. f. L. phr. ex tem¬ 
pore on the spur of the moment, i.e. ex out of, 
tempore, abl. of tempos time. So extemporan¬ 
eous xvn. - L. extempordlis, late L. aneus. 
extemporary xvn. Hence extemporize xvm. 

extend stretch out xiv; enlarge the scope of; 
stretch forth, hold out xvi. - L. extendere, f. ex-1 
+ tendere stretch, tend*. So extension stretch¬ 
ing, distension xrv; enlargement xvi; state of be¬ 
ing extended, range xvii. - late L. extensio, on-. 
extensive distended xv; of large extent xvii. - 
F. or late L. extent (hist.) valuation of property 
xrv; (leg.) seizure of lands, etc.; breadth or width 
of application, etc. xvi; length and breadth 
xvn. - AN. extente - medL. extenta, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of extendere. 

extenuate fmake thin, diminish, fdisparage 
the magnitude of; underrate, seek to lessen the 
importance of. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. extenuare, f. 
ex-1 + tenuis thin. So extenuation xvi. - L. 

exterior xvi. - L., compar. formation on exterus 
that is outside (itself a compar.), f. ex; cf. 
extreme. 

exterminate fexpel, banish xvi; destroy ut¬ 
terly xvn. f. pp. stem of L. exterminare, f. ex-’ 
+terminus boundary; see -ate*. So ex¬ 
termination xv. - late L. 

external exterior, xv. f. L. externus, f. exterus 
that is outside (cf. exterior); see -al’. 

extinct that has burned out xv; that has died 
out xvi. - L. ex(s)tinctus, pp. of extinguere, f. ex-’ 
+ stinguere quench. So extinction xvi. ex¬ 
tinguish xvi. irreg. f. L. ex{s)tinguere\ see -ish2 

extirpate root out. xvi. f. pp. stem of L 
ex{s)tirpare. f. ex '+ stirps stem or stock of a 
tree; see -ate* 

extol flift up; praise highly, boast of. xv. - L. 
extollere, f. ex-1 + tollere raise, 

extort xvi. f. extort-, pp. stem of L. extorquere, f. 
ex-' -i-torquere twist. So extortion xm. - late L. 
extortionate xvm. extortioner xiv. 

extra that is beyond the usual xvm; adv., sb. 
xix prob. short for extraordinary. 

extra- L. adv.-prep, extra outside (contr. of ex 
terd, abl. fern, of exterus exterior) used to form 
adjs. on the model of L. extrdordinar ius extra¬ 

ordinary, extrdmurdnus extramural (f. extra 
muros outside the walls), in which an adj. 
termination is added to a phr. consisting of extra 
governing an acc. 

extract tpp derived, descended xv; draw out or 
forth xvi; take out of, copy out xvii. f. extract-, 
pp. stem of L. extrahere, f. ex-' + trahere draw. So 
sb. substance extracted xvi; passage excerpted 
xv. - L. extractum, sb. use of n. pp. extraction 
lineage, origin xv; drawing out xvi. - (O)F. - late 
L. 

extradition xix. - F., f. L. ex-’ + trdditio 
tradition. Hence by back-formation extradite 
xix. 

extraneous xvn. f. L. extraneus, see extra-, 
-EOUS. 

extraordinary that is out of the usual course 
xv; exceptional xvi. - L. extrdor dinar ius, f. phr. 
extra ordinem out of course, in an unusual 
manner; see extra-, ordinary. 

extrapolate find by calculation based on 
known terms of a series other terms outside 
them. xix. f. interpolate by substitution of 
extra- for inter-. So extrapolation xix. 

extravagant epithet of certain papal decrees 
not contained in particular collections, xiv, ex¬ 
ceeding due bounds xvi. - prp. of medL. ex- 
travagdri, f. extra- + vagari wander; see -ant. 
So extravagance tdigression xvn; un¬ 
restrained excess xvii; excessive prodigality 
xvm. - F. extravaganza (mus., etc.) extrava¬ 
gant composition, xvm. - It. (e)stravaganza\ re¬ 
fash. after extra-. 

extreme last, final; utmost, exceedingly great; 
outermost, farthest, xv. - OF. extreme (mod. 
-erne) - L. extremus, superl. corr. to exterus ex¬ 
terior. So extremity xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

extricate unravel, disentangle, xvii. f. pp. stem 
of L. extricare, f. ex-1 + tricae perplexities; see 
-ate*. So extrication xvii. 

extrinsic fexterior, external xvi; pert, to ex¬ 
ternal aspects or conditions xvii. - late L. ex- 
trinsecus adj. outer, f. L. extrinsecus adv. 
outwardly, f. extra- + -im (as in interim) + secus 
alongside of. The ending was assim. to -ic. 

extro- alt. of L. extra outside, on the analogy 
of intro-lintra- inside; e.g. extroversion, -vert vb. 
XVII. 

extrude xvi. - L. extrudere, f. ex-’ + trudere 
thrust. Hence extrusion xvi. 

exuberant growing luxuriantly, abundantly 
fertile; abounding in health and spirits, xv. - F. 
exuberant - L. exuberdns, -ant-, prp. of exub- 
erare, f. ex-’ + uberare be fruitful, f. uber fertile, 
rel. to udder; see -ant. So exuberance xvn. 

exude xvi. - L. ex(s)udare, f. EX-'+sudare 
sweat. 

exult fleap up; rejoice exceedingly, xvi. - L. 
ex(s)ultare, frequent, of exsilire, f. ex-'+ satire 
leap. So exultant xvii, exultation xv. 

eye OE. eage, Angl. ege = OFris. age, OS. oga 
(Du. oog), OHG. ouga (G. auge), ON. auga, Goth. 
augo Gmc. *aujan-, rel. ult. to IE. *oq- on 
which are based many synon. forms, e g. Skr. 
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(Vedic) ak$i, Lith. akis, 0S1. (Russ.) oko, Gr. osse 
(:- *okje) the two eyes, omma (:- *opma), 
aphthalmos eye, ops face, L. oculus eye, -ox in 
atrox, atrocious, ferox ferocious. 

Comps eye-ball xvi eyebrow xvi. repl. 
(dial.) eyebree (OE. eagbraew). eyelash xvm. 
eyelid, eyesight, eyesore xii. eyetooth, eye¬ 
witness xvi. 

eyelet xiv. ME. oilet, oylette - OF. oillet (mod. 
oeillet), dim. of foil, aeilL. oculus eye; see et. 
The present sp (eylet xvi) and pronunc. are due 
to assoc, with eye and let. 

eyrie, aerie nest of a bird of prey. xvi. - medL. 
airea, eyria, etc., prob. f. (O)F. aire L. area 
(see area). 



F 
fa see fah 

fable xiii. - (O)F. - L fabula discourse, story, f. 
fdri speak (cf. fame). So vb. tell tales xiv; relate 
as fiction xvi 

fabliau medieval French humorous tale in 
verse, xix. - F., evolved from OF. (Picard) 
fablia(u)x, pi. of fablel, dim. of fable, see prec. 
and -el2. 

fabric edifice xv; construction or structure 
of a building xvii; textile stuff xvm - (O)F. 
fabrique - Lfabrica, {. faber worker in metal, 
etc. So fabricate construct xv; invent, forge 
xvm. f. pp. stem of L fabricare, {.fabrica fabri¬ 
cation xv. - L. 

fabulist xvi. - F. fabuliste, f. L. fabula fable; 

see -1ST. 

fabulous pert, to, of the nature of fables, xv. - 
F fabuleux or L. fabuldsus, f fabula fable; see 
ous. 

facade xvii. - F., f. face, after It. facciata, see 
next and -ade. 

face xiii. - (O)F. Rom. *facia, alt. of L. facies 
form, appearance, visage. Hence vb. xv. facial 
t(in/. sight, vision) face-to-face xvn; pert, to the 
face xix. - medL./ocid/is. 

facet xvii. - F faceite, dim of face, see prec. and 
-ET. 

facetiae pleasantries, xvii. - L., pi. of facetia 
jest. So facetious xvi. - F facetieux. 
facia var. of fascia. 

-facient terminal el. repr. L. -faciens, facient, 
prp. of facer e do'. 

facile easy xv; easily led xv:; moving freely 
xvii. - F. facile or L. facilis, f. facere do1; 

see ile So facility xv. facilitate xvii. - F 
faciliter. 
facsimile exact copy, xvii (orig. two words), f. 

L. fac, imper. of facere make, do1 4- simile, n. of 

similis like, similar. 

fact deed (now only in leg. use after, before the 
fact, etc ); something that has occurred, what 
has happened; truth, reality xvi; (pi.) cir¬ 
cumstances and incidents of a case xvm. - L. 
factum, sb. use of n. pp. of facere do1. Hence 
(after actual) factual xix. 

faction xvi. - (O)F. - L. factio, on-, f. facere 
do'; see tion, and cf. fashion, in some senses of 
which this word was formerly used. So factious 
xvi. - F factieux or L.factiosus. 

-faction repr. L. factio, on-, terminal el. of sbs. 

rel. to vbs. in facere fy, e g. satisfaction, ex¬ 

tended to cases like petrifaction, where the corr. 

L vb. would be in ficare. 
factitious fmade by art, made up for the oc 
casion. xvii f. L. facticius, f. fact; see fact, 

itious'. 

factitive - modL. factitious, irreg. {.fact, pp. 
stem of facere do1; see -ive. 

factor agent xv; (math.) any of the quantities 
which multiplied together produce a given 

quantity xvii. - F. facteur or L factor, f. fact--, 
see fact, or' 

factory A factorship, agency (Sc.) xvi; B. mer¬ 
chant company’s trading station xvi; C. manu 
factory, works xvii prob of mixed orig.; in A 
repr. medL. factbria (see factor, -y3); in B repr. 
Pg. feitoria (= It. fattoria, Sp. factoria, F. tfac 
torie)\ in C, ult. - late L. factorium (recorded in 
the sense ‘oil-press’). 

factotum xvi. - medL. factotum, f L.fac, imper. 
of facere do' •+ tolum the whole (cf. total). 

faculty ability, capacity; fbranch of knowledge 
(from medL. facultas)-, department of learn¬ 
ing xrv; power, licence xvi. - (O)F. faculte - L. 
facultas, {.facilis facile; see -ty2. 

fad xix. prob. the second el of earlier fidfad 
(xvm), shortening of fiddle-faddle. 

fade lose freshness or brightness, xiv. - OF. 
fader, {.fade vapid, dull, faded Rom. *fatidus, 
prob. resulting from a blending of L fatuus silly, 
insipid, fatuous with vapidus lifeless, spiritless, 
VAPID. 

f(a)eces dregs xv; excrement xvii. - L., pi offaex 
dregs. 

faerie, faery fairyland var. of fairy, perh. 
based on OF. faerie, adopted by Spenser in The 
Faerie Queene’ (1590 6). 

fag' fsomething hanging loose; last remnant xv; 
extreme end xvi (more fully fag-end xvii). of 
unkn. orig. 

fag2 tflag, decline xvi; work hard, toil; tire, 
weary xvm. of unkn. orig.; cf. flag4. Hence fag 
sb. drudgery, fatique; in Eng public schools, 
junior who performs duties for a senior xvm 
(whence as vb., act as a fag xix). 

fag8 (si.) cigarette xix. abbrev. of fag-end. 
faggot bundle of sticks, etc., tied together, xiii. - 
(O)F. fagot, of uncert. orig. 

fa(h) (mus.) fourth note of the scale in sol- 
mization. xiv. See ut. 

Fahrenheit mercurial thermometer named 
after its inventor, G. Fahrenheit (1686-1736), 
German physicist, xvm. 

faience porcelain, xvm. - F. faience short for 
poterie or vaisselle de Faience, i.e. pottery or 
ware of the Italian town Faenza. 

fail' (sb.) default (now only in without fail). 
xiii. - OF. fail(l)e, {.faillir (see next). 

fail2 be wanting or insufficient; lose power; fall 
or come short, be in default, xiii. - (O)F faillir 
be wanting Rom. *falllre, for L fallere deceive, 
used in the sense ‘disappoint expectation, be 
wanting or defective’. So failure xvii. orig 
failer - AN. (leg.) failer, for OF. faillir, inf. 
used as sb. (see -er5); assim. to the suffix ure. 

fain (arch.) glad, happy; used advb. gladly, will¬ 
ingly. xii. OE. feeg{e)n, corr. to OS. fagan, -in, 
ON. feginn Gmc. */ajin-, -an-, f. *fax-, repr by 
OE. gefeon, OHG. gifehan rejoice, and OE. gefea, 
OHG. gifeho, Goth, fahebs joy; ult. orig. unkn. 
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faineant idler, xvn. - F. do-nothing, etym 
ologizing sp. (fait does, neant nothing) of OF 
faignant sluggard, prp. of faindre skulk (see 
feign). 

fain(s) (si.) used in formulae, e.g. fains I,fainit, 
deprecating further actions, xix. var. oifen, clip¬ 

ped form of fend, in the sense ‘forbid’ or ‘ward 

ofF. 
faint ffeigned; tsluggish xiii; tweak; inclined to 
swoon xiv; feeble, indistinct xvi. - OF. faint, 
feint feigned, sluggish, cowardly, pp. of faindre, 
feindre feign. Hence vb. xiv. 
fair' beautiful, pleasing OE.; free from blemish 
xn; favourable xih; light-coloured (opp. dark) 
xvi. OE. faeger = OS., OHG. fagar, ON. fagr, 
Goth, fagrs Gmc. *fa3raz. 

fair* periodical gathering of buyers and sellers, 
xm. - OF. feire (mod./oire)late L.feria, sg. of 
classL,/eriae holiday, rel. to festum feast 

fairy ffairy-land; tfairy-folk; fniagic; dim 
inutive supernatural being, xiv. - OF. fa(i)erie 
(mod./eerie), {.fay fay; see -ery. Cf. faerie. The 
application to a single being is peculiar to Eng. 
Hence fairyland xvi, fairy-tale xviii. 

faith trust; belief; faithfulness; loyalty, xii. ME. 
fe(i)p - AN. fed, OF. feid,feit (pronounced feip) 
L. fides, fide- f. *fid- var. of *fid- in fidus trust¬ 
worthy, fidere trust, rel. to Gr. peilhein 
persuade, pistis faith, f. IE. *bhidh- *bheidh- 
*bhoidh-. Hence faithful xm. 

fake ‘do’, do for; do up, make so as to deceive, 
xix (orig. thieves’ si.). Later form of ifeak, lea¬ 
gue beat, thrash - G fegen polish, furbish, 
sweep, (si.) thrash, scold, rate. Hence as sb. 

fakir Muslim religious mendicant or ascetic 
xvn. - Arab, fakir poor, poor man. 

Faiangist adherent of the Falange (spec, use 
of falange phalanx), Sp. Fascist party founded 
1933; see -ist. 

falbala xvm; see furbelow. 
falcate (nat. hist.) sickle-shaped, xix. - L. fal- 
catus, i.falx.falc- sickle; see -ate*. So falcated 
xvm. 

falchion broad curved convex-edged sword, 
xiv. ME.fauchoun - OF. fauchon Rom. *falcid, 
on-, f. L. falx, falc- sickle. Latinized sp. with / 
appears xvi. 

falcon xiii. ME. faucon - (O)F., obi. case of 
fane late L.falcd, -on-, of uncert. orig.; sp. (/) 
xv after Latin. So falconer xrv. 

falderal trifle, gewgaw, xix (xvm as a mean 
ingless refrain). Obscurely rel. to fal-lal. 

faldstool movable prayer-desk xvn; armless 
chair used by prelates, etc. xix. - medL. fal- 
distolium - WGmc. *faldistol = late OE. faelde- 
stol, fyld(e)stdl, f. Gmc. *falpan fold3 + *stdlaz 
STOOL. 

fall1 descent xn; lapse into sin; falling from an 
erect posture xm; autumn (orig. Wall of the leaf) 
xvi. ME. fal(l), superseding OE. (gefeall and 
faell, fii)ell, fyll (:- *falliz)\ partly - ON. fall, 
partly a new formation on fall3. 

fall3 pt. fell, pp. fallen descend, sink. OE. str. 
vb.fie)allan = OS., OHG. fallan (Du. vallen, G. 
fallen)Gmc. redupl. str. vb. *fallan, perh. rel. 
to Lith. pulti fall, Arm. p'ul downfall, 

fallacy deception xv; logical flaw, delusive 

notion xvi; delusive nature xvm. - L.falldcia, f. 
falldx, falloc , f. fallere deceive. So fallacious 
xvi. - (QW fallacieux. See -acy, acious 

fal-lal piece of finery, xviii. One of various 
redupl. formations expressing the notion of 
something trivial; cf. falbala. 

fallible xv. - medL. fallibilis, f. fallere deceive; 
see -ible. 

Fallopian (anat.) applied to parts described by 
Gabriello Fallopio (1523-62), It. anatomist, xvm; 
see -ian. 

fallow' ploughed or arable land OE.; ground 
ploughed and harrowed but left uncropped xvi. 
OE.fealh.fealg- = MLG. valge(G.felge): used as 
adj. xiv. Hence fallow vb. break up (land) as for 
sowing. OE fealgian = MHG. valgen, velgen. 

fallow3 reddish-yellow (now only in fallow 
deer). OE. f[e)alu, obi. fealwe, etc. = OS. falu 
(Du. vaal), OHG.falo (G fahl,falb), ON./p/r 
Gmc. *falwaz, f. IE. *pol- *pel- *pl-, as repr. by 
Skr. palitas grey, Gr. polios, pelitnos grey, pellds 
dark-coloured, L. pallere be pale, pullus grey, 
blackish, (O)Ir., Gael. Hath, W. llwyd grey, OS1. 
plavu white 
false wrong; untrue, deceitful; spurious. OE. 
fals adj. in false gewihta wrong weights, fals- 
pening counterfeit penny (cf. ON. falspeningr) 
and sb. (= ON. fals) ‘fraud, deceit, falsehood’ - 
L. falsus adj. and falsum n sb., prop. pp. of 
fallere deceive. In ME. reinforced by or newly 
- OF fals, faus, fem. false (mod. faux,fausse) 
L. falsus, -a. Hence falsehood xiv falsify xv. - 
F. or late L. falsity xvi. - L. falsitds\ cf. ME. 
fals(e)te treachery, fraud - OF. falsete (mod. 
faussete). 
falsetto (mus.) voice of a register above the 
natural, xvm. - It., dim. offalso false. 

falter stumble in step or speech xiv; give way, 
waver xvi. of obscure orig. 

fame reputation; trumour. xm. - OF. fame (now 
fame in comps, only) - L. fdma = Gr. phtme 
speaking, f. IE. *bhd- in L. fari, Gr. phanai 
speak. So famous xiv. - AN. famous, OF. fa 
meus (mod./ametre) - L.famosus. 

family xv. - L. familia household, f. famulus 
servant; see -Ya So familiar xiv. Early forms 
familierjamuler are - (O)F. familier, ifamuher. 
but forms in -iar(e) are also early and reflect 
the orig. L. familidris. familiarize xvn. - F 
familiarity, xiii - (O)F - L. 

famine xiv. - (O)F., f.faim hunger L. fames. 
famish xiv. Extended form (after vbs. in -ish3) 

of ME. fame (xiv), aphetic - OF afamer (mod. 
affamer) Rom. *affamdre, f. L. af-+fames 
hunger. 

fan' instrument for winnowing grain OE.; in 
strument for agitating the air xiv. OE.fann - L. 
vannus. Hence fan vb. OE. fannian. fanlight 
fan-shaped window over a door. xix. 

fan3 abbr. of fanatic. An early isolated use 
(phan,fann) is recorded from late xvn; the pre 
sent use dates from late xix and is orig. U S. 

fanatic ffrenzied, as through divine or demonic 
possession xvi; marked by excessive en¬ 
thusiasm xvm; sb. t(religious) maniac; un 
reasoning enthusiast xvn. - F. fanatique or L. 
fanaticus pert to a temple, inspired by a deity. 
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frenzied, f. fanum temple, fane; see atic Also 
fanatical xvi. Hence fanaticism xvii 

fancy arbitrary or capricious preference, in¬ 
dividual taste xv; imagination xvi; invention 
xvh. Early forms fantsy, fansey, contr. of fan 
tasy. Hence vb. xvi. 

fandangle trinket, tomfoolery, xix. perh. alt. 
(after newfangle) of fandango, which was 
occas. used earlier in this sense, 

fandango lively Sp. dance, xvm. - Sp., of unkn. 
orig. 

fane (poet.) temple, xrv. - L.fanum, prob.*fas- 
nom and rel. to ferix (see ferial). 

fanfare xvii. - F , of imit. orig. 
fang fA. capture, catch xi; B. canine tooth, tusk 
xvi. Late OE. - ON. fang capture, grasp = OS., 
OHG. fang (Du. vang, G. fang), f. Gmc. *fai)g-, 
*farjx-, repr. by OE . fon capture, OS., OHG./a- 
han, ON. fa, Goth, fahan, rel. to L. pangere fix; 
the development of sense B is obscure. 

fan-tan Chinese gambling game depending on 
divisions by four. xix. Chinese fan t’an repeated 
divisions. 

fantasia musical composition in which form is 
subordinated to fancy, xvm. - It.; see fantasy. 

fantastic fimaginary xiv; fimaginative xv; ex 
travagantly fanciful xvi. - (O)F. fantastique - 
medL. fantasticus, lateL. phantasticus - Gr. 
pkantastikos, f. phantdzein make visible, phan- 
tdzesthai have visions, imagine; cf. next and see 
-ic. So fantastical xv. The sp. with ph- was fre 
quent xvii-xviii. 

fantasy, phantasy tmental apprehension; 
tphantom; fdelusive imagination; baseless sup¬ 
position xrv; changeful mood xv; imagination 
xvi. - OF. fantasie (mod. fantaisie, =It. fan 
tasia) - L. phantasia - Gr. -sia appearance (later, 
phantom), mental process, sensuous percep¬ 
tion, faculty of imagination, f. phantdzein, see 
prec. and -y*. 

faquir var. of fakir. 
far OE. feorir) = OS., OHG. feriro) (Du. ver), ON. 
fiarri, Goth, fairra Gmc. *ferro, compar. for¬ 
mation on *fer- IE. *per-, repr. by Skr. para, 
Gr. perd further, OIr. ire beyond, 

farad (electr.) unit of capacity, xix. f. name of 
Michael Faraday, English electrician (1791 - 
1867), with assim. to the suffix -ad. 

farce short dramatic work the sole object of 
which is to excite laughter, xvi. - (O)F. farce, 
orig. ‘stuffing’, f. farcir stuff L. farcire (in 
medL. pad out, interlard). The latinized form 
farsa, farcia, was applied in xm to phrases in¬ 
terpolated in liturgical texts, hence to im 
promptu amplifications of the text of religious 
plays, whence the transition to the present 
sense was easy. Hence farcical xvm. 

farcy disease of horses allied to glanders, xv. 
Earlier farcin - F. late L. farclminum, beside 
farcimen, f. farcire stuff; so named from the 
purulent eruptions with which the affected 
animal is ‘stuffed’. 

fardel (arch.) bundle, parcel xm. - OF fardel 
(mod. fardeau) burden, load dim. of Rom. *far- 
dum\ see -el’. 

fare1 tjourney OE ; (supply of) food xm; passage 
money xv; passenger xvi. orig. two words, (i) 

OE./a?rstr. n. = OHG./artransit,landing-place, 
harbour, ON. far Gmc. *faram; (ii) OE faru 
str. fern. = MLG. vare, MHG. var, ON. fqr 
Gmc. *faro; f. base of next, 

fare* tgo on a journey; get on (well or ill) OE.; 
fbehave, act; happen, xm. Now only literary. 
OE. str. vb.faran = ON. fara, OS., OHG., Goth. 
faran (Du. varen, G.fahren) Gmc. *faran, f. 
*far-IE. *por- (cf. Gr. poreuesthai proceed; also 
ford). Hence farewell int. (‘proceed happily’; 
see well*), orig. imper. phr.; also as sb. xrv. 

farinaceous xvii. f. late L farinaceus, f. farina 
flour, f far com; see -aceous. 

farm fixed annual payment as rent, etc. xm 
(orig. in to farm, at or in farm)-, tract of land 
leased, farm-house xvi. ME. ferme - (O)F. 
medL. firma fixed payment, f. L.firmdre fix, set¬ 
tle, in medL. contract for, f.firmus firm'. Hence 
vb. frent xv; let or lease out xvi. So farmer 
collector of revenue; bailiff, steward xiv; cul¬ 
tivator of a farm xvi. ME. fermour - AN. fermer, 
(O)F. fermier, which combined the uses of 
medL. fir mar ius and ftrmator, in the more mod. 
uses apprehended as f.farm vb. + -er1. 

faro gambling card-game. xvm. sp. of ^Pharaoh, 
var. of tPharaon - F. pharaon, title of the kings 
of ancient Egypt, which is said to have been 
applied orig. to the king of hearts in the game, 

farouche shy and repellent, xvm. - F., alt. of 
OF. faroche, beside for ache medL. forasticus, 
f. L. for as out-of-doors. 

farrago medley, xvii. - L. farrago orig. mixed 
fodder for cattle, i.far.farr- corn, spelt, 

farrier shoeing-smith, veterinary surgeon, 
xvi. - OF. ferrier L.ferrarius, i.ferrum horse¬ 
shoe, prop. iron. Hence farriery veterinary 
surgery, xvm. 

farrow tyoung pig OE.; litter of pigs xvi. OE. 
fxrh (fearh) = OHG. farah WGmc. *farxa 
IE. *porkos, whence L. pore us, Gr. porkos pig, 
Lith. parsas gelded pig, OIr. ore. Hence vb. xm. 

fart break wind. OE. *feortan (in feorting vbl. 
sb.), ME. uerten (xm), corr. to MLG. verten, 
OHG. ferzan (G. farzen, furzen), ON. freta 
Gmc. *fertan, *fartan, *furtan IE. base *perd- 
*pord- *prd-, as repr. by Skr. pard-, prd-, Av. 
porodon (3rd pi ), Gr. perdein, Russ, perdet. 
farther adv. xm; adj. xiv. ME. ferper, var. of 
further, which came to be used as a compar. 
of far instead of tfarrer, earlier tferrer, a new 
formation with -er* on the orig. compar. (OE. 
fierr *ferriz). So farthest adj. xrv (ferpest), 
adv. xvi. 

farthing OE. feording, -ung, f. feorda fourth; 

see -ing*. 
farthingale hooped petticoat, xvi. (Early 
forms vard-, verd-, fard ) - OF. verdugale, ver- 
tugalle, alt. - Sp. verdugado, f. verdugo rod, 
stick, f. verde green. 

fascia (archit.) long flat surface or band xvi, 
(anat.) sheath investing an organ, xvm. - L. fa¬ 
scia band, fillet, casing of a door, etc., rel. to 
fascis bundle. 
fascicle bundle, cluster xv; part or number of 
a written work xvii. - L. fasciculus, dim. offascis 
bundle. Also fascicule xvii; after F. 

fascinate cast a spell over, bewitch, xvi. f. pp. 
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stem of L. fascinare, f. fascinum spell, witch¬ 
craft. So fascination xvn. - L. 

fascine (fortif.) long faggot. - F. - L.fascina, f. 
fascis bundle. 
Fascist orig. member of the Fascio nazionale di 
combattimento 'national fighting force', formed 
by Benito Mussolini in March 1919 to combat 
communism. - It. fascista, f. fascio association 
(of forces) L. fascis bundle; see -ist So 
Fascism. 

fash (chiefly Sc.) annoy, trouble, xvi. - F 
facher Rom. *fastidicare, f. L. fastus disdain 
(cf. FASTIDIOUS). 

fashion make, shape xiii; mode, manner xiv; 
established custom, conventional usage xv. ME. 
faciun, fas(s)oun - AN. fasun, (O)F. faqon L 
foetid, -on-, f. fact, facere make, do'; cf. faction. 
Hence as vb. xv. fashionable xvn. 

fast' firm OE.; rapid (after the adv.) xvi; dis¬ 
sipated xviii. OE. faest = OS. fast (Du. vast), 
OHG. festi (G fest), ON fastr, prob. orig. Gmc. 
*fastuz (but transf. to other declensions in some 
langs.). So adv. firmly OE.; closely; quickly; 
rapidly xiii; dissipatedly xvii. OE. faeste = OS 
fasto (Du. vast), OHG.fasto (G.fast almost), ON 
fastGmc. *fasto. 
fast2 abstain from food. OE. faestan = (M)Du. 
vasten, OHG. fasten (G. fasten), ON.fasta, Goth. 
fas tan Gmc *fastejan, f. *fastuz\ see prec. The 
gen. sense was ‘hold fast’, hence ‘keep, observe’ 
(as in Gothic), of which ‘observe abstinence’ was 
a spec, application. So sb. act or season of fast¬ 
ing. xii. - ON. fasta = OS., OHG. fasta. 

fasten festablish, settle OE.; make fast, secure 
xn; become fixed or attached xiii. OE.faestnian 
= OS. fastnon, OHG. fastindn, fest- WGmc. 
*fastinojan, f. Gmc. *fastuz fast'; see -en8. 

fastidious tdisdainful, scornful xv; easily 
offended xvii. - L fastididsus, f. fastidium loath¬ 
ing; see -ious. 

fastness quality of being fast; stronghold. OE. 
faestnes, see fast', -ness. 
fat adj. and sb OE.fxt(t) = MDu., MLG. vett(Du. 
vet), OHG. feizzit (G. feist)WGmc. *faitida, pp. 
formation on Gmc. *faitjan fatten (OHG. 
veizzen, ON. feita), f. *faitaz adj fat, repr. by 
OS.feit, OHG.feiz, ON. feitr. So vb. surviving in 
arch, fatted calf; OE. faettian. fa fling xvi. 
fatten. OE. (ge)faettnian (see -en8). fatty xiv. 

fatal ffated; fateful xiv; of fate or destiny xv; 
deadly xvi; disastrous xvii. - (O)F. fatal or L 
fatalis, f. fatum fate; see -al‘. So fatality xv. 
fatalism, -ist xvii. cf. F. fatalisme, -iste, perh. 
the immed. source, and It.fatalismo. 

fata morgana mirage seen on the Calabrian 
coast, once attributed to fairy agency, xix. - It. 
fata Morgana Morgan le fay (i.e. M. the fairy or 
witch), sister of King Arthur, 

fate predetermination of events; predestined lot 
xiv; destiny (spec, fatal end), goddess of destiny 
xv. Not common before xvi. Orig. - It. fato, 
later - its source L. fatum, sb use of n pp. of 
fari speak (cf. fame). Hence fateful xvm. 
father OE faeder = OS fadar (Du. vader) OHG 
fater (G. voter), ON. fadir, Goth, fadar (once) 
Gmc. *fader IE. pattr, repr. also by L. pater, 
Gr. pattr, Skr. pitar-, OIr. athir. For the change 
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of d to d cf. mother, gather, hither, together, 
whether. 

fathom fembrace; tcubit; length made by the 
outstretched arms, 6 feet. OE faedm, corr to OS 
fadmos pi. two arms outstretched (Du. vadem, 
vaam 6 feet), OHG. fadum cubit (G faden 6 feet), 
ON. fadmr embrace, bosom Gmc. *fapmaz, f. 
base *fap- IE. *pot- *pet *pt-, whence also L. 
patere be open, Gr. petalos spreading, broad. So 
vb fencircle, embrace OE.; take soundings (of), 
get to the bottom of xvii. OE faedmian. 

fatidic(al) prophetic, xvii - L. fatidicus. f. 
fatum fate + -dicus, f. weak var. of base of 
dicere say; see diction, -al\ 

fatigue weariness; fatiguing duty or labour xvii 
(mil. sense xvm). - F., f. (O)F. fatiguer vb. 
(whence fatigue vb. xvii) - L.fatigare exhaust, 
weary, f. *fatis in ad fatim, affatim abun¬ 
dantly, enough, prop, ‘to bursting’ (cf. fatiscare, 
-ari burst open, gape open), 

fatuous xvii. f L. fatuus + -ous. So fatuity 
xvii. - F. or L. 

faucet (now U S.) tap for drawing off liquid, 
xiv. - (O)F. fausset - Pr falset, f.falsar bore, 

fault flack, default xm; defect in character, etc.; 
error; culpability xiv; (geol.) break xvm. ME. 
faut(e) - (O)F.faut(e) Rom. *fallita, -turn, sb. 
use of fern, and n. of *fallitus, pp. of L. fallere 
fail2. Hence faulty xiv. 

faun ancient rural deity, xiv. - (O)F faune or 
L. Faunus god or demi god worshipped by 
shepherds and farmers and identified with Pan; 
perh. rel. to favere be favourable 

fauna animals of a region or epoch xviii. modL. 
application of the proper name Fauna of a rural 
goddess, sister of Faunus (see prec ). 

fauvlsm style of painting with vivid use of 
colour, xx. - F fauvisme, f. fauve wild (beast); 
see -ism. 

faux pas xvii. - F.; see false, face' 

favour friendly regard; partiality; fattraction, 
charm xiv; (arch.) appearance, countenance xv 
(hence ill-, well-favoured), gift as a mark of 
regard xvi. - OF. favo(u)r (mod. faveur; = It. 
favore) - L. favor, or-, f. favere regard with good¬ 
will, rel. to fovere cherish (see foment). So fav¬ 
our vb., favourable xiv. 

favourite sb xvi; adj. xviii - F. \favorit (mod. 
favori, -ite) - It.favorito, pp offavorire. f. favore 
favour. Hence favouritism xvm 

fawn1 young fallow deer. xiv. - (O)F faon 
Rom. *feto, on-, f. fetus offspring 

fawn2 (of a dog) show delight xm; be servile xrv. 
ME. faunen repr. OE. fagnian, var. of faegnian 
rejoice ( = OS., OHG. faganon, ON fagna, Goth. 
fagindn), i.faegen fain 

fay (arch.) fairy, xiv. - OF. fa{i)e (mod. fee, = It 
fata)L fata the Fates (pi. offatum fate) taken 
as fern, sg in Rom 

fealty obligation of fidelity, xiv. ME. fe{a)ute, 
fealtie - OF. feau(f)te, fealte (mod. feaute) L. 
fidelitas, -at-, f. fidelis faithful, f.fides faith, see 

TY2. 

fear sb. xm. ME fere. repr. OE faer sudden ca¬ 
lamity, danger, corr. to OS. var ambush, MDu. 
vare fear (cf. Du. gevaar danger), OHG.fara am¬ 
bush, danger, deceit (G. gefahr danger), ON. far 
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misfortune Gmc. *faeraz, -am, -d. Hence fear¬ 
ful xiv. So fear vb. ffrighten OE ; intr. and trefl. 
feel fear; regard with fear. xrv. OE fseran (more 
freq. in comp, afxrari) = OS. fdron lie in wait, 
OHG. faren plot against, lie in wait, ON. faera 
taunt, slight. Ult. connections unkn. 

feasible xv. - (O)F. faisable, tfaisibie, f. fats-, 
pres, stem offaire (:- L.facere do'); see -ble. 

feast religious festival; sumptuous meal or en¬ 
tertainment. xiii. - OF. feste(mod. fete)L.festa 
n. pi. (taken as fern. sg. in Rom.) offestus festal, 
joyous, rel. to feriae (see ferial). So vb. xiv. 
feat (notable) deed. xiv. ME. fete, later fayte - 
OF fet, (also mod.) fait L. factum, sb. use of 
n. sg. offactus, pp. offacere do1. 

feather OE. feder = OS. fethara (Du. veer), 
OHG. fedara (G. feder), ON. fjQdr Gmc. 
*fefrd IE. *petra, f. *pet- *pt-, repr. also by Skr. 
pdtram wing, pdtati fly, Gr. pteron, pterux wing, 
L. penna (:- *pet(s)na) pen*. Hence vb furnish 
with feathers OE.; move like a feather; present 
a feather edge (of an oar) to the air. xvin. OE. 
gefidrian, from xiii (in pp.) a new formation on 
the sb. 

feature tform, shape; tpl. elements con 
stituting bodily form; lineaments of the face xiv; 

characteristic part xvii. - OF. feture, faiture 
form L. factura formation, creature, f. fact- 
pp. stem of facere do1; see -ure, Hence vb re¬ 
semble in features; portray the features of. xvin. 

febrifuge xvii. - F. febrifuge - modL. febri 
fugus, f. the same elements as late L. febrifuga 
FEVERFEW. 

febrile xvii. - F. febrile or medL febrilis, i.feb- 
ris fever; see -ile. 

February xiii. The earliest recorded forms are 
feouereles (repr. as late as xvi by feverell) and 
feouerreres moned, - OF. feverier (mod. fevrier) 
late L. (Rom.) febrarius, for L februarius, f feb- 
rua n. pi. Roman festival of purification held on 
15 February. The ME. type feverer is repr. as 
late as xviii by (partially latinized) februeer, the 
present fully latinized form (februari) is found 
xrv. 

feckless ineffective, futile; weak, helpless, xvi. 
f. Sc. feck effect, purport, efficiency, aphetic form 
of effeck (as in the feck for th'effeck). Sc. var. of 
effect;see-less. 

feculent turbid, as with dregs, xv. - F. feculent 
or L feculentus, f./a?c-; see faeces and -ulent. 

fecund xrv. - F. fec.ond or L. fecundus, rel. to 
felix happy, foetus. So fecundity xv. 
federal xvn. f. L. fcedus, feeder- covenant; see 
-al1. Hence federalism, -ist xviii, -ize xix. So 
federation xviii. 

fee estate in land (orig. on feudal tenure); pay 
ment for services or privileges, xiv. - AN./ee = 
OF. feu, fi(e)u, (also mod.) fief, pi. fiez Rom. 
*feudum, medL. feodum, feudum, perh. - Frank 
ish *fehuod ‘cattle-property’, i.e. OHG. fehu (G. 
vieh) = OE. feoh, cogn. with L. pecu, pecus (cf 
peculiar), and od, as in allodium. Cf. fief. 

feeble xn. - AN., OF feble, var. offieble (mod. 
faible), later forms of fleible L.flebilis that is 
to be wept over, (hence in Rom.) weak, f. flere 
weep; see -ble. Hence feebly xiii. 

feed vb. OE. fedan = OS. fodian (Du. voeden), 

OHG. fuoten, ON. faeda, Goth, fodjan Gmc. 
*fddjan, f. *fbdan- food. Hence sb. xvi. 

feel vb OE. (ge)felan (see Y-) = OS. gifolian (Du. 
voelen), OHG. fuolen (G.fuhlen) WGmc. *fol- 
jan. f. *fbl-IE. *pol- *pal- *pl-, repr. also by OE., 
OS. folm, OHG. folma hand, L palma palm2, Gr. 
palame. Hence sb. xm. feeler xvii, feeling xn. 

feign xiii. - (O)F feign-, pres, stem oifeindre 
L fingere form, conceive, contrive. 

feint1 feigned attack xvn. - (O)F feinte, sb. use 
of fern, pp offeindre feign. 

feint2 commercial sp. of faint, in feint lines, xix. 
fel(d)spar any of a group of crystalline white 
or flesh-red minerals, xviii. alt. of G.feldspat(h), 
i.feld field + spat(h) spar. Cf. spar2 Hence feld- 
spathic adj xix 

felicity xiv. - (O)F. felicite - L.felicitas, -at-, f. 
felix, felic- happy, orig. fertile, rel. to fecundus 
fecund, fetus foetus; see -ity. Hence felicitous 
xviii. So felicitate tmake happy; congratulate. 
xvii. f. F. - L.; see -ate* 

feline xvn. - L.felinus, f.feles cat; see -ine1. 
fell1 skin, hide. OE. fel(l) = OS., OHG. fel (Du. 

vel, G.fell), ON. berfjall bearskin, Goth, brutsfill 
‘swelling-skin’, leprosy (= OE frustfeU)Gmc. 
*fellam IE. *pello , the base being repr. also 
by L. pe//tsskin. 

fell2 hill, wild stretch of land. xiii. - ON.fjall and 
fell hill, mountain, presumably rel. to OS. felis, 
OHG. felis(a) (G. fels) rock, Skr. pasya- stone, 
(O)Ir. all rock (IE. *pels ). 

fell0 (arch.) fierce, cruel, dire. xiii. - OF fel 
Rom. *felld\ cf. felon. 

fell4 strike down. OE. (Anglian) fellan, (WS.) 
fyllan, *fiellan = OS. fellian (Du. vellen), OHG. 
fellen (G. fallen), ON fella Gmc. *falljan, 
causative of *fallan fall2. 

fellah p\.fellahin Arab (esp. Egyptian) peasant. 
xviii. - Arab, fellah (pi. fellahin), f. falaha till 
the soil. 

felloe, felly outer rim of a wheel; pi. the sec¬ 
tions forming this. OE. felg, pi. felga, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. velge (Du. velg), OHG. felga (G. 
felge), of unkn. orig. 
fellow fpartner, associate xi; mate, peer xiii; 
one of a company or corporation xiv; man xv. 
Late OE. feolaga - ON. felagi, f. fe (= OE. feoh 
fee) + *la3-, base of lay1 ; primarily, one who lays 
down money in a joint undertaking. Hence fel¬ 
lowship XII 

felly var. of felloe. 

felo de se one who deliberately puts an end to 
his life. xvn. AL felo felon, de se of himself, 

felon adj. (poet.) cruel, wicked; sb. fwicked per 
son; one who has committed felony, xm. - (O)F. 
felon (OF. nom .fel)medL .fello, on-, of unkn. 
orig. So felony fvillainy, perfidy, crime xiii; 
(leg.) crime of greater gravity than a mis¬ 
demeanour xiv. - (O)F. felonie, see -y3. Hence 
felonious xvi. 

felt stuff of rolled and pressed wool, etc. OE felt, 
corr. to OS. filt (Du. vilt), (O)HG. filz WGmc! 
*felta, *felti, app. f. IE. *pel- strike, drive (cf. L. 
pulsus PULSE1). 

felucca small Mediterranean vessel, xvii. - It. 
feluc(c)a - Sp. 1faluca, var. of falua\ of uncert. 
(prob. Arab.) orig. 
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female (adj. and sb). xiv (femele, female). - 
(O)F femelleL femella, dim. offemina woman 
(see feminine). The present form is due to assoc 
with male. 

feminine ffemale xiv; (gram.); relating to a 
woman, womanly xv; (pros.) of rhyme xvin. - 
(0)F feminin, -me or L.femininus, -ina, f. femina 
woman, f. IE. *dhe(i)- *dhoi *dht suck, suckle, as 
in L. felare, Gr. thesai suckle, Skr. dhayati 
sucks, etc. Hence femininism, and directly 
from L. femina feminism, both c 1850. femi¬ 
ninity xrv, feminity xv ffeminie woman 
kind. xiv. - OF. 

femoral (anat.) pert to the femur, xvm. f. L. 
femur, -or- thigh, whence femur xvm; see -al'. 

fen OE. fen(n) = OS. fen(n)i (Du. veen), OHG. 
fenna.fenni (G.fenn), ON fen, Goth.faniGmc. 
*fanjam *-jaz *-jo IE. *pano-, rel. to Skr. 
panka- mud, OPruss. pannean marsh, 

fence fdefence xrv; art of fencing xvi; enclosing 
hedge, wall, etc. xvi; receiver of stolen goods 
xvii. ME./ms, aphetic of defens, defence. Hence 
vb. enclose, screen, protect (lit. and fig.) xv; 
practise the ‘science’ of‘defence’ with the sword 
xvi; (si.) deal in stolen goods xvii. 

fend (obs. or arch.) defend xm; ward off; make 
an effort xvi (now in fend for oneself xvii). 

Aphetic of defend. Hence fender tdefender xv; 
protective device xvii; see er‘. 

fennel OE. finugl, finale fem.,fenol, finul m. - 
pop. forms *fenuclum, -oclum of L. fzeniculum, 
dim. of faenum hay; coincided in ME. with the 
adoption of OF. fenoil (mod. fenouit), from the 
same L. source. 

fenugreek OE fenogrecum, superseded in ME 
by the adoption of (Q)F. fenugrec - L. 
faenugraecum, for faenum graecum ‘Greek hay’, 
feoff t(leg.) put in possession of, enfeoff, xiii. - 
AN feoffer, OF. fieuffer, fieffer, f. fief fief. Now 
repr. by derivs. feoffee xv, feoffment xrv. 

feral' deadly; funereal, xvii. - L. ferdlis, perh. 
rel. toferiae (see ferial). 

feral2 wild, savage, xvii. f. L. ferus, rel. to Gr. 
th$r wild beast, Lith. zveris, OS1. zveri: see -al1. 

feretory portable shrine xiv; chapel for shrines 
xv. ME. fertre - OF. fiertre L. feretrum - Gr. 
pheretron bier, f. pherein bear2. 

ferial pert, to a weekday xrv; fpert. to a holy day 
xv. - (O)F. ferial, or its source medL. fendlis, f. 
feriae holiday (cf. fair2). In ecclL. feria (whence 
feria, in vernacular use from xix) is used with 
an ordinal numeral, to designate a particular 
weekday (e g. secunda feria Monday, etc.), and 
hence in liturgical use for a weekday as dist. 
from a Sunday or other feast day. The use ap 
pears to have arisen from the naming of the 
days of the octave of Easter feria prima, secunda 
(etc ), ‘first, second (etc.) holy or festival day'; 
the designation was transferred thence to the 
days of ordinary weeks 

ferment leaven; fermentation (lit and fig ), 
xv. - (O)F. ferment or L. fermentum, f. fervere 
boil So vb. xiv. fermentation xrv. - late L. 

fern OE. fearn = MDu. vaeren (Du. varen). OHG 
(G )farn WGmc. *farna IE. *porno-, whence 
Skr. parna- wing, feather, leaf, rel. further to 
Lith. papartis, Russ, pdporotnik, (O)Ir. raith (:- 

* prat is) The prim, meaning is doubtless ‘feath¬ 
ery leaf; cf. also Gr. pteron feather, pteris fern, 

ferocious xvii. f. L. ferox, feroc-, rel. to ferus 
feral2; for the second el. see eye. So ferocity 
xvii - F. or L. 

-ferous see -iferous. 
ferreous pert to iron. xvii. f. L. ferreus. f. fer- 
rum iron; see -eous. So ferric xvm, ferrous xix. 
ferri-, formerly ferrid-, comb, form of L ferrum 
ferro- used as comb form (see -o) of ferrum. 

ferret1 half-tamed variety of pole-cat. xiv - OF. 
fuiret, (also mod.) furet, by suffix-substitution 
from OF fuiron (:- Rom *furion ), beside fu- 
ron late L furo.furon thief, hence vb. xv. 

ferret2 ffloss-silk xvi; stout tape xvii prob. - 
It. fioretti floss-silk, pi. of fioretto, dim. of fore 
flower. 

ferruginous of the nature or colour of iron 
rust. xvii. f. L ferrugo, -gin- iron rust, dark red, 
f. ferrum iron; see -ous. 

ferrule band or cap of metal, etc., strength¬ 
ening the end of a stick or tube, xvii (ferrel, -it). 
alt. (prob. by assim. to L. ferrum iron, and -ule) 
of verrel, -il (xvii), later form of vyrelle, -ille, -ol 
(xv) - OF. virelle, (also mod.) virole - L. viriola, 
f. viri3e bracelet. 

ferry place where boats pass over to transport 
passengers, etc. xii (in personal names), xiv. - 
ON. ferja ferry-boat or ferju-, as in ferjukarl, 
madr ferryman, -skip ferryboat = MDu. *vere 

(Du veer), MHG. ver\e) (G.fahre) Gmc. *far- 
jon, f. *far- go (see fare2). So vb. - ON. ferja 
= OS., OE ferian carry, transport, OHG.ferren 
(MHG. vern), Goth, farjan Gmc. *farjan 

fertile xv. - F. - L. fertilis, based on pp. for¬ 
mation *fertus = Gr. phertos borne, f. pherein 
bear2, see -ile. So fertility xv. Hence fertilize 
xvii. 

ferule tgiant fennel (providing rods) xv; rod 
used for punishment xvi. - L ferula. 

fervent xiv. - (O)F. - L. fervens, -ent-, prp. of 
fervere boil, glow; see ent. So fervid xvi. - L. 
fervidus. fervour xiv. - OF. fervo(u)r (mod. 
-eur) - 1.. fervor, see -our2. 

fescue fstraw xiv; small stick for pointing xvi; 
genus of grasses xvm. Late ME festu(e) - (O)F. 
festu (mod fetu):- Rom. *fesiucum, for L festuca. 
The dissimilative change from festue to fescue 
appears xvi. 

festal xv. - OF. - late L festalis, f. festum feast; 
see -al'. So festival adj. xiv; sb. xvi. - OF. - 
medL. festivalis, f. L. festivus, whence festive 
xvii. festivity xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

fester tfistula; ulcer, suppuration xm. - OF. 
festre L. fistula. So vb. xiv. f. the sb. or OF. 
festrir. 
festoon curved chain of flowers, etc. xvii - F 
feston - It festone prop, 'festal ornament’, f.festa 
feast; see con. Hence as vb. xvm. 

fetch go in quest of and bring back. Late OE. 
fec<fe)an, alt. of fetian, prob. rel. to OE fatian, 
OFns. fatia, OHG. fazzon (G fassen) grasp, 
perh. orig. ‘put in a vessel’ (cf. vat). 

fete sb xvm. - F . mod. form of feste feast. 
Hence as vb. xix. 

fetid, foetid stinking xvi. - L. fetidus, feet-, f 
feterejoet- stink Hence fetidness xvm. 
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fetish inanimate object worshipped by savages 
xvn (fateish; earlier in form direct - Pg., 
fetisso). - F. fetiche - Pg. feitiqo charm, sorcery, 
sb. use of the adj. meaning ‘made by art' L 
facticias FACTITIOUS. 

fetlock xiv ME. fete-, feetlak, fitlok, corr. to 
MHG. vizzeloch, vizloch, -loch (G. fissloch), rel. 
to G. fessel fetlock, deriv. of Gmc. *fet- (:- IE. 
*ped), var. of the base of foot. 

fetter sb. OE feter, corr. to OS. pi. feteros (Du. 
veter lace), OHG. fezzera (early mod. G fesser), 
ON.fjQturr Gmc. *fetero, *feteraz, f. *fet- (see 
prec.), as in synon. L. pedica, Gr. pede. Hence (or 
orig. - ON.) vb. xm. 

fettle make ready, put in order, xiv f. ifettle sb., 
OE. fetel girdle = OHG. fezzil (G. fessel) chain, 
band, ON fetill bandage, strap Gmc. *fatilaz, 
f. *fat- hold (cf. fetch). Hence sb. condition, 
trim, xviii. 

fetus var. of foetus. 

feu (Sc. law) tenure or lease for a fixed return, 

xv - OF.feu\ see fee. 

feud1 tactive hostility xiii; state of mutual hos¬ 
tility xv. of obscure history. Northern ME fede, 
later mainly Sc. (xiii-xvm) - OF.feiffde, f. Gmc.; 
cf. OE. faehdiu) enmity, OFris. fdithe, feithe 
Gmc. *faix0o (whence OHG fehida, G. fehde), f. 
*/aix-; see foe and -th'. 

feud2 (hist.) fief. xvn. - medL. feudum, feodum 
(ix), usu. taken to be of Gmc. origin. So feudal 
xvn, feudatory xvi. 

fever OE. fefor m., corr. to MLG. feber, OHG. 
fie bar m (G.fieber) - L. febris fern., of obscure 
orig. Reinforced in ME. from AN. fevre, (O)F. 
fievre L. febris. Hence feverish xiv. 
feverfew OE. feferfuge - late L. febrifuga, 
-fugia, f. L. febris fever + fugdre drive away; the 
mod. form is - AN. *fevrefue,fewerfue. 

few OE. feawe, feawa, contr. fea, corr. to OS. 
fa(o), OHG. fao,fo, ON. far, Goth, pi.fawac, repr. 
Gmc. *faw-IE. *pau-, as in L. paucus, Gr. pau- 
ros small. 

fez crimson cap formerly worn in Turkey, xix. - 
Turk. (perh. through F ); named after the town 
Fez in Morocco, once chief place of its 
manufacture. 

fiacre French hackney coach, xvn. Named after 
the Hotel de St. Fiacre, Paris, where these car¬ 
riages were stationed. 

fiance, fiancee xix. - F., pp. of fiancer be¬ 
troth Rom *fidantiare, f. *fidantia, f. L fidare 
trust. 

fiasco failure, breakdown, orig. in a dramatic 
or musical performance, xix. - It., in phr far 
fiasco lit. ‘to make a bottle’ (see flask), with 
unexpl. allusion. 

fiat authoritative sanction or command xvii. - 
L. ‘let it be done’, 3rd sg. pres, subj of fieri (see 
be), used as passive offacere to do. 

fib xvii. prob. short for fiblefable (fybble-fable 
xvi), redupl. formation on fable. So as vb. xvn. 

fibre tlobe of the liver xiv; thread-like body in 
animal or vegetable tissue xvii. - (O)F. - L.fibra 
Hence fibrous xvii; see -ous. 

fibula clasp, brooch; long bone on the outer side 
of the leg. xvii. L .fibula. 

-fic repr. L. -ficus making, doing, causing to be 

(what is denoted by the first element of the 
comp.), f. weak var. of the stem of facere do1, 
forming adjs. (i) from sbs., as pacificus pacific; 
(ii) from adjs., as beatificus beatific; (iii) from 
vbs., as terrificus terrific; (iv) from advs., only 
in beneficus beneficent, maleficus malefic. 

-fication repr., through F. -fication, L. -ficatio, 
-on-, formative of nouns of action (see -ation) 
from vbs. m -ficdre -fy. Many L. words with this 
suffix were adopted in OF. with their corr. vbs. 
in -fier, and from xiv such sbs. have been freely 
adopted in Eng., e g. edification, mortification, 
purification, sanctification, and -fication is es¬ 
tablished as the gen. ending for nouns of action 
related to verbs in -fy, except such as repr. L. 
vbs. in -facere (cf. -faction). Formations not 
based on L. types are exemplified by beautifi¬ 
cation (xvii), Frenchification, jollification (xviii), 
transmogrification (xvii). 

fichu triangular piece of stuff worn on the neck, 
etc. xix. - F., of uncert. orig. 

fickle ffalse, treacherous OE.; changeful, in¬ 
constant xm. OE. ficol, rel. to gefic deceit, be- 
fician deceive (Gmc. *fik ), and further to fxcne 
deceitful, facen deceit, deceitful (Gmc. *faik-), 
corr. to OS. fekan, OHG. feihhan, ON. feikn 
portent. 

fictile xvn. - L .fictilis, f.fict-, pp. stem offingere 
fashion; see -ile. 

fiction something feigned, invention xiv; com¬ 
position dealing with imaginary events xvi. - 
(O)F. - L.fictio, -on-, f.fict-, see prec. and tion. 
So fictitious xvii. f. L.ficticius. 

fid (naut .) conical pin, square bar; plug of oakum 
or tobacco, xvii. of unkn. orig. 

-fid repr. L. -fidus cleft, divided, f. base offindere 
cleave, as in bifid. 

fiddle stringed musical instrument played with 
a bow. OE. fidele - (M)Du. vedel (veel), OHG. 
fidula (G. fiedel), ON. fidla Gmc. *fipula of 
obscure orig.; cf. viol, viola2, violin, and medL. 
vidula, fidula, uitula. etc. Hence vb. xiv. fiddler 
OE .fidlere. 

fiddle-faddle trifling talk or action, xvi. 
redupl. formation on fiddle. 

fideism doctrine that knowledge depends upon 
faith, xix. f. L .fides faith + -ism. 

fidelity xv. - F. fidelite or L. fidelitds, see 
FEALTY. 

fidget physical uneasiness with spasmodic 
movements, xvii. prob. f. (dial.) fidge (xvi) to 
move restlessly; the relation with similar synon. 
forms is undetermined, viz. tfig (xvi), (north, 
dial.)fitch (xvii) and fike (xm) - ON.fikja. Hence 
vb. xviii. 

fiducial xvii. - late L. fiducialis, f. L. fiducia 
trust, f .fidere to trust, rel. to fides faith; see -lal. 
So fiduciary xvii. - L.fiduciarius. 

fie excl. of disgust or reproach, xm. - (O)F fi 
L.yr. 

fief feudal estate, xvii. - (O)F .fief fee. 
field open land, piece of land used for pasture 
or tillage OE.; ground on which a battle is fought 
xm. OF. feld, corr. to OS feId (Du. veld), (OH)G. 
feld WGmc. *felpu, ult. rel. to OE folde earth, 
ground. OS. folda, ON. fold and further to Gr! 
platus. Skr. prthu- broad. 
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fieldfare xiv (cf. once OE. feldeware ‘scorel- 
lus’). perh. f .field field + stem of fare*. 

fiend tenemy; the Devil. OE feond = OS fiond 
(Du. vijand), OHG. fiant (G feind), ON. fjandi, 
Goth.fijands Gmc. prp. of *fijejan hate (OE 
feogan, ON. fia, Goth, fijan), rel. to Skr. ptyati 
blames, reviles. Cf. friend. 

fierce fbrave, valiant; tproud; violent and in¬ 
tractable. xm. - AN. fers, OF. fiers, nom. of fer, 
fier (modifier proud)L ferus wild, untamed; 
see FERAL*. 

fiery xiii. f. fire + -y'. 
fife flute-like instrument, xvi. - G. pfeife pipe1 or 

F. fifre - Swiss G. pfifre (G. pfeifer) piper, 
fifteen, etc., see five 
fig (fruit of) the fig-tree. xm. - (O)F. figue - Pr 
figa Rom. *fica, for L ficus. 
fight pt., pp. fought do battle, contend. OE str 
vb feohtan = OS., OHG. fehtan (Du. vechten, 
G. fechten)WGmc. 'fextan, formally identical 
with L. pectere comb. So fight sb. OE. feohte wk 
fern., (ge)feoht str. n.. corr. to OS., OHG fehta, 
OHG. gifeht (Du. gevecht, G. gefecht). 

figment xv (rare before late xvi). - L. figmen 
turn, f. *fig-, base oifingere fashion, 

figure A. numerical symbol xm; B. (bodily) 
shape or form xm. - (O)F. - L.figura, f. *fig-: see 
prec., -URE. So vb. xiv. So figurative xiv. - late 
L.figurativus, i.figurat-, pp. stem of L. figurare, 
see -ATTVE. 

figurine xix. - F. - It figurina, dim. of figura 
figure; see -ine1 

figwort name of plants reputed to cure 'the fig’, 
i.e. piles xvi. see fig, wort. 

filament xvi. - F. filament or modL. fila- 
mentum, f. late L.fildre, i.filum thread, 

filbert (nut of) the cultivated hazel, xiv. - AN 
philbert, short for *noix de Philibert (cf. Norman 
dial, noix de filbert) St. Philibert’s nut, so named 
from its ripening about his day, 20 Aug. 

filch xvi. of unkn. orig. 
file1 metal instrument for abrading surfaces. 
OE. fil = OS. fila (Du. vijl), OHG. fi(ha)la (G. 
feile) WGmc. *fixala, f. IE. *peik- cut, repr. 
also by OS1. pisati write, Gr pikros sharp, bitter. 
Hence file vb.1 smooth with a file. xm. 

file* A. string or wire on which papers are 
strung xvi; collection of papers so preserved or 
arranged in order xvn. B. line of men, etc., one 
behind another xvi. - (O)F.filL.filum thread 
Hence file vb.* place on or in a file xv; tplace 
(men) in a file xvi; move in file xvii. 

filial xv. - (O)F.filial or ChrL. filialis, f. L.filius 
son, filia daughter. So filiation (theol.) be 
coming or being a son x v; relationship or descent 
as of a son xvii. - (O)F - ChrL. 

filibuster piratical adventurer, xvi (flibutor, 
fleebuter). The ult. source is Du. vrijbuiter free¬ 
booter; later (xviii) - F flibustier, succeeded 
(xix) by the present form - Sp.filibustero. Hence 
as vb. xix 

filigree jewel work made with threads and 
beads, xvii. alt. of filigreen, var. of filigrane 
(xvii xix) - F. - It. filigrana, f. L.filum thread 
+ grdnum seed, grain. 

fill' A full supply of food OE.; B. quantity that 
fills xvi. OE. fyllu = OHG fulli (G fulle). ON 

fyllr, Goth. (ufar)fulleiGmc. *fullin, f. *fullaz 
full. In B f. fill*, with which this sb. has al¬ 
ways been associated. 

fill* make full OE. fyllan =OS. fullian (Du. 
vullen), OHG.fullen (G fullen), ON./y//a. Goth 
(= Gmc.) fulljan-, f. Gmc. *fullaz full. 

fillet narrow flat band xiv; slice of meat or fish 
xv. ME filet - (O)F. - Rom. dim. of L. filum 
thread;see et. 

fillip movement made with a finger suddenly 
released from contact with the thumb xv; (fig.) 
stimulus xvii. imit. Also as vb. (xvi). 

fillister rabbeting-plane. xix perh. based on 
synon. F feuilleret. 

filly young mare. xv. prob. much older if - ON. 
fylja, parallel to OHG.fulihha,fuli(n) (G.fullen), 
f. Gmc. *ful-, Cf. foal. 

film fmembrane OE.; thin pellicle, fine thread 
xvi. OE. filmen membrane, caul, prepuce = 
OFris. filmene skin Gmc. *filminjam, f. *fel- 
lam fell’ Hence filmy xvii. 

filoselle floss silk. xvii. - F. filoselle, super¬ 
seding OF. filloisel - It. dial, filosello, for *fol- 
isello Rom *follicellus cocoon, for L.folliculus 
FOLLICLE. 

filter tfelt xiv; piece of felt, etc., for freeing 
liquids of impure matter xvi; any apparatus for 
this xvii. - OF filtre, var. of feltre (mod feutre 
felt) - medL. filtrum - WGmc. *filtir felt. Hence 
as vb xvi. So filtrate vb. xvn (hence sb. xix). f. 
pp. stem of modL.filtrare 

filth tputrid matter OE.; unclean matter xm. 
OE fyld = OS. fulitha (Du. vuilte), OHG. fulida\ 
f. Gmc. *fulaz foul; see -ths. Hence filthy xiv. 

fimbria (techn.) fringe, xvm. - late L. (earlier 
pi. fimbriae). So fimbriate (her. and nat. hist.) 
fringed xix. - L. fimbriatus, see -ate* 

fimbriated xv 

fin OE fin(n) = MLG. finne, MDu. vinne (Du 
vin)\ prob. ult. rel. to L. pinna feather, wing, 

final xiv. - (Q)F final or L.finalis, f. finis end; 

see -AL1. So finality xvi (once; not current till 

early xix). - F. - late L finally xiv, finalize 
xx. 

finance fend; • fsettlement, payment xiv; 
supply, stock, ftax, taxation xv; (pi.) pecuniary 
resources; management of (public) money 
xvm. - (O)F. finance fend, tpayment, money, 
f. finer make an end, settle, procure, f -fin 
end, fine1 Hence financial xviii. So financier 
xvii. - F 

finch OE fine = MDu. vinke (Du. vink), OHG 
finc(h)o (G.fink)WGmc. *firjk-. 
find pt., pp. found OE. str. vb. findan = OS., 
OHG findan (Du. vinden, G.finden), ON.finna, 
Goth. (= Gmc ffinpan, f. IE. base *pent (whence 
OIr. etain I find). Hence sb xix. 

fine1 tend, conclusion xii; final agreement, 
settlement of a suit; composition paid xm. - (O)F. 
fin L. finis, fin- end, in medL. sum to be paid 
on concluding a lawsuit. So, or - OF. finer, fine 
vb.1 tpay a fine xm; impose a fine on xvi 

fine* consummate in quality xm; delicate, sub¬ 
tle; handsome, excellent, admirable xiv; ele¬ 
gant xvi; (of the weather) xvm. - (O)F fin 
Rom. *finus, f. flnire finish Hence fine vb * 
refine xiv; make fine, small, etc., xvi. 



fine 

finesse ffineness, purity; delicacy, refinement; 
artfulness, artifice, xv. Many of the earliest exx. 
of fynesise), fines are spellings of fineness, and it 
is difficult to determine the date of the adoption 
of F. finesse. See fine*, -ess*. 

finger OE finger = OS., OHG. fingar (Du. 
vinger, G. finger), ON. fingr, Goth, figgrs 
Gmc. *fit]3raz, perh. IE. *perjqros, f. *perjqe 
five. Cf. FIST. 

fingering kind of knitting wool. xvii. Earliest 
forms fingram, -rum, -rine\ poss. alt. of OF. fin 
grain ‘fine grain’. 

finial fadj. final; sb. (archit.) terminal ornament 
of an apex or comer, xiv. - AN. *finial or AL. 
*finialis, f. fin, finis end; see ial. 

finical over nice or particular, xvi. prob. aca¬ 
demic si. in orig. f. fine* + -ical. Hence finick¬ 
ing xvii, finicky xix 
finish bring or come to an end xrv; bring to 
completion xv. - (O)F. finiss-, lengthened stem 
(see -ish2) of finir, alt. from fenir L. finire, f. 
finis boundary, limit, end. So finite xv. - L. 
finitus, pp. offinire. 

finnan haddock cured with the smoke of green 
wood, etc. xvni. Earlier forms findon, findram, 
fintrum, find horn, name of the river Find horn, 
confused with Findon, a village in Kincar¬ 
dineshire. 

fiord, Qord xvn. - Norw fjord ON. fjqrdr 
Gmc. *ferpuz (see ford). 

fir xiv. prob. - ON. fyri- (in fyriskogr fir-wood, 
etc.) Gmc. *furxjon, f. *furxo, whence OE. 
furh(wudu) fir-wood, OHG. for ha (G.fohre), ON. 
fura\ cf. L. quercus (:- *perkus) oak. 
fire principle of combustion; burning material 
OE.; conflagration xn; heat of fever, passion, etc. 
xrv; firing cf guns xvi. OE. fyr = OS. fiur (Du. 
vuur), OHG. fiur, fuir (G. feuer) (cf. ON. poet. 
furr,fyrr), corr. to Gr. pur, Umbrian pir, Czech 
pyr. Arm. hur, Toch. por, pwdr. Hence fire vb. 
OE. fyrian supply with firing; set on fire, lit. and 
fig. xm; discharge, explode xvi. 

firkin fcask; quarter of a ‘barrel’ xv (ferdekyn, 
ferken). prob. - MDu *vierdekijn, dim. of vierde 
fourth; see -kin. 

firm' fixed, immovable xiv; stable, not yielding 
xv. ME. fermie) - (O)F. ferme L.firmus. Con¬ 
formed xvi to L. sp 

firm* fsignature xvi; (style oD a commercial 
house xviii. In the earliest use - Sp.firma, later - 
It. firma, of the same orig., medL. firma (cf. 
farm), f. L. firmare strengthen, in late L. 
confirm by one’s signature, f.firmus firm'. 

firmament xiii. - (O)F. - L. fir momentum, f. 
firmare strengthen, f.firmus firm1; see -ment. 
The L. word, meaning orig. ‘support, foun¬ 
dation’, was adopted in the Vulg., in imitation 
of LXX Gr. stereoma (f. stereoun make firm), as 
the rendering of Heb. raki'a vault of the sky, 
prob. lit. expanse, f. rakia' spread out, beat or 
tread out, (in Syriac) make firm or solid, 

first OE. fyr{e)st = OHG. furist (furisto prince, 
whence G. furst), ON. fyrstr Gmc. *furistaz, 
superl. formation on *fur-, *for- (see for, -est, 
and cf. foremost) IE. *pr, whence the various 
formations with superl. suffixes meaning ‘first’, 
e g. Gr. protos, prdtistos, L. primus, Skr. 

fix 

prathama- Hence firstling first product or 
offspring xvi. See -ling*. 

firth xv. orig. Sc. - ON fjqrdr fiord. 

fiscal xvi - F. fiscal or L. fiscalis, f. fiscus 
treasury, orig. rush-basket, purse. 

fish1 vertebrate water animal with gills. OE. fisc 
= OS., OHG .fisc (Du. visch, G.fisch), ON .fiskr, 
Goth..fisksGmc. *fiskazIE. *piskos, rel. to L. 
piscis, Ir. iasc, Gael. iasg. So fish vb. OE. fiscian, 
fisher OE .fiscere. 

fish* mend (a broken spar, etc.) with a piece of 
wood (fish or fish-plate), xvii. - (O)F. ficher 
Rom. *figicdre, intensive of L.figere fix. Hence 
(after F.fiche) sb. (naut.) piece of wood used to 
strengthen another xvii; plate of iron, etc., to 
protect or strengthen a beam, rail, etc. xix. 

fish* flat piece of bone, etc., used as a counter in 
games, xviii. - F.fiche, f. ficher (see prec), assoc. 
with FISH'. 

fissile xvn. - L.fissilis, f.fiss-, pp. stem offindere 
cleave; see -ile. So fission xix. fissure xiv. - 
(O)F .fissure or L.fissura. 

fist clenched hand. OE. fyst = MLG. fust (Du. 
vuist), OHG. fust (G. faust) WGmc. *fusti, 
perh. *fuxstiz *furjxstiz IE. *pnqstis 
(whence OS1. pqsti), f. *perjqe five; cf. finger. 

Hence fistic xix, fistical xvm. fisticuffs xvii; 

prob. f.fisty adj. (xvn) + pi. of cuff*. 

fit* tdangerous position or experience xiv; par¬ 
oxysm, sudden state of activity xvi. OE. fitt 
(once) prob. ‘conflict’, of unkn. orig. Hence 
fitful XVII. 

fit* well suited, proper xiv; qualified, prepared 
xvi. perh. pp. of next. 

fit* be or make proper or suitable; supply, equip, 
xvi. In these senses not recorded before late xvi, 
but a verb fitte marshal forces (xrv) may point 
to a ME. vb. with the gen. sense ‘arrange, adjust, 
match’; cf. (rare) ME .fitte person’s match (xm). 
Hence sb. xvn. 

fitchew polecat and its fur. xiv. - OF. ficheau, 
dial. var. of fissel, later fissau, dim. of a word 
appearing in early Du. as fisse, visse, vitsche, 
whence ult. also synon. fitch xvi. 

five repr. inflected form fife (fifa.fifum) of OE. 
fV = OS. ./if (Du. vijf), OHG. fimf, finf (G. filnf), 
ON. fimm, Goth, fimf Gmc. *fimfi IE. 
*pempe, alt. by assim. from *peijqe, whence Skr. 
pdhca, Gr. pente, L. qilinque, OIr. coic, OW. pimp 
(mod. pump), Lith. penki. So fifteen. OF.fiftene 
(-tiene) = OS. fiftein (Du. vijftien), OHG. 
fimfzehan (G. fiinfzehn), ON. fimtdn, Goth. 
fimftaihun. Hence fifteenth. Late OE. fiftenda 
(xi); see -teen, fifth. OE. fifta = OS. fifto (Du. 
vijfde), OHG. fimf to (G. fiinfte), ON. fimti\ the 
standard form has -th* after fourth, fifty. OE. 
fiftig = OS. fiftich (Du. vijftig), OHG. fimfzug (G. 
fiinfzig), ON.fimmtigr, Goth, fimf tigjus\ see -ty1. 

Hence fiftieth. OE.fiftigeoda. 
fives ball-game. xvii. pi. of five; of uncert. orig., 
but perh. so called because orig. played by two 
teams of five persons. 

fix make firm or stable xv; place in a definite 
position or state xvi. Partly f. pp. ifix (xiv) - OF. 
fix (mod.fixe) or its source L.flxus, pp. offigere 
fix, fasten; partly - medL. fixare, f. L. flxus. 
Hence sb. (orig. U.S.) xix. So fixation xrv. - 
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medL. fixity xvn. fixture xvn. alt. of tfixure 
(xvn) - late L.fixura. 

fizz make a hissing sound, as of effervescence 
xvn. imit.; cf. next. Hence as sb tdisturbance 
xvm; effervescing sound, (si.) champagne xix. 

fizzle tbreak wind silently xvi; (orig. U S.) come 
to a lame conclusion, fail xix. app. f. fizz (but 

this is recorded later) + -le* 

flabbergast xvm. perh. fanciful formation on 
FLABBY and AGHAST. 

flabby xvn. Expressive alt. of synon. floppy 
(xvi), f. flap + -y'. 

flaccid xvn. - F. flaccide or L. flaccidus, f. flac- 
cus flabby; see id1 

flag' plant of the genus Iris, (formerly) reed, 
rush. xrv. of unkn. orig.; cf. Du. flag. Da flaeg 
yellow iris. 

flag3 turf, sod xv; flat slab of stone xvn. prob. of 
Scand. orig.; cf. Icel flag spot where a turf has 
been cut out, ON flaga slab of stone (cf. flaw1) 

flag* piece of stuff used as a standard or signal, 
xvi. perh. orig. an application of tflag adj (see 
next). 

flag" thang down; become limp or feeble, xvi 
rel. to fflag adj. hanging loose (xvi), of unkn. 
orig. Cf. fag1 3. 

flagellant xvi. - L. flagellans, -ant, prp. of 
flagelldre whip (whence flagellate xvn, 
flagellation xv), f. flagellum, dim. of flagrum 
scourge; see -ant. 

flageolet xvn. - F., dim. of OF. flag(e)cl 
(whence ME. flagel xiv) - Pr. flaujol, of unkn. 
orig.; see -et. 

flagitious xiv. - L.flagitiosus, i.fldgitium noisy 
protest against a person’s conduct, scandal, 
(hence) shameful act, crime, I.fldgitdre demand 
earnestly or vociferously; see -ious. 

flagon xv. ME. flakon, flagan - AN. * flagon, 
(O)F.flacon, earlier *flascon late L. fiasco, -on- 
FLASK. 

flagrant (arch, or obs.) blazing, burning, ardent 
xv; glaring, notorious xvm - F. flagrant or L. 
flagraus, -ant-, prp. of flagrare burn, blaze, f 
*flag-, repr. a var. of IE. *bhleg- (cf. fulgent); 

see -ant. 

flail sb. OE. *flegil (once late fligel), ME. fley^l, 
fleil, fleyl = OS. flegil, (M)Du. vlegel, (O)HG. 
flegel WGmc. *flagil, prob. - L. flagellum 
scourge, (in Vulgate) flail (whence OF. flaiel, 
fleet). Examples of the Eng. word are rare 
before xv, and the late ME. currency was prob 
due to adoption from OF. or MDu. 

flair sagacious perceptiveness. xix. - F., f. 
flairer smellRom. *flagrare, for ~L.fragra.re. 
flak anti-aircraft fire, xx - G., f. initials of 
fliegerabwehrkanone ‘aircraft-defence-gun’, 

flake one of the small pieces in which snow falls 
xrv; piece of ignited matter thrown off xiv; flat 
or scaly fragment xv. immed. source(s) unkn.; 
cf. Norw. flak, flak patch, flake, flake form into 
flakes, Sw. isflak ice-floe, ON. flakna flake off, 
split. Cf. flaw1. Hence vb. xv 

flambeau torch, xvii. - (O)F., dim. of flambe, 
XflambleL flammula, dim. offlamma flame. 

flamboyant (orig. archit.) characterized by 
waved flame-like forms; flamingly coloured, 
xix. - F., prp. offlamboyer, f. flambe: see prec. 

flame sb. xiv. ME. flaume, flam(m)e - A,N. 
*flaume, OF flame, (also mod.) flamme L. 
flamma, f. base repr. by flagrant. So as vb. 
xrv. - OF. flam{m)er. 

flamen fsupposed grade of priest in heathen 
Britain xrv, priest of a particular deity in an¬ 
cient Rome xvi - L. flamen 

flamingo xvi. - Pg. flamengo - Pr. flamenc, f. 
flama flame-* Gmc. suffix *-irjg- -ing8; so named 
because of its bright plumage, 

flan disc of metal before stamping; open tart 
xix. - F flan, OF. flaon late L.fladd - Frank 
ish *flado (G. fladen), prob. rel to Gr. platus 
broad. 

flange widening part xvii; projecting flat rim 

xvm. of uncert. orig. 

flank side of the body of an animal xn; side of 

an army xvi. - (O)F flanc - Frank *hlanca side; 

cf. flinch, link'. 

flannel woollen stuff, xiv. Early forms flanell, 
beside fian(n)en, flan(n)ing\ the latter are perh. 
the orig. forms and - W. gwlanen woolen article, 
f. gwlan wool. 

flap fblow xiv; fly-flapper xv; loose pendent part 
xvi flap vb. strike with something flexible and 
broad xiv; (of birds) beat the wings xvi prob 
unit.; cf. Du. flap blow, fly-flapper, lid of a can, 
flappen strike, clap. Hence flapper one who or 
that which flaps xvi; young partridge xix (hence 
si., young woman xx). 

flare spread out, as hair, etc. xvi; burn with a 
spreading flame xvii. of unkn. orig. Hence sb. 
xix. 

flash sudden burst of flame or light xvi; sudden 
rush of water; superficial brilliance; brilliant or 
showy person; +(sl.) wig xvn; ornament sewn 
to the collar of a tunic xix. f. flash vb., first 
with ref. to the rushing or dashing of water 
(xiv), its application to light or flame being 
doubtful before xvi. Hence flashy xvi, of which 
flash adj. (xvii) is a partial syn App. of echoic 
orig. 

flask tcontainer for wine, clothing xiv; case for 
gunpowder xvi; (wine) bottle with long, narrow 
neck xvii In the second sense - F.flasque, in the 
third prob. - It. fiasco-, the F. form (OF. flasche, 
flaske) repr. medL. fiasco, the It. form late L. 
fiasco (see flagon); ult. orig dubious. Cf. OE 
flasce,flaxe. 
flat1 level, prostrate xrv; not curved or un¬ 
dulating xv; unqualified, plain, dull, below true 
pitch xvi; of drink xvii; in many sb uses from 
xrv. - ON. flatr = OHG. flaz Gmc. *flataz, of 
uncert. orig. Hence flatten vb. xvn; see -en8. 

flat3 storey of a house; suite of rooms on one 
floor, xix. alt. by assoc, with prec. of Sc flet inner 
part of a house (OE flet floor, dwelling Gmc. 
*flatjam, f. *flataz flat1). 

flatter xm. of unkn orig ; perh. back-formation 
from flattery (xrv) (0)F. flatter w, {.flatter vb 
flatter, prob. f. Gmc. *flat- flat', and orig mean¬ 
ing pat, smooth, caress’. 

flatulent xvi. - F. - modL. flatulentus, f. L 
flatus blowing, blast, f flare blow'; see -ulent 

So flatulence xix, -ency xvii. 
flaunt (intr.) wave gaily or proudly; display 
(oneself) ostentatiously, xvi. of unkn. orig 
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flautist xix. - It. flautista, f. flauto flute; see 
-1ST. 

flavine (chem.) yellow dye-stuff, xix. f. L.flavus 
yellow + -ink8. So flavo- comb. form, 

flavour smell, aroma xrv; element in the taste 
of a substance depending on the sense of smell 
xvii. - OF. floor, infl. by savour. 

flaw' tflake xrv; fissure, rift; blemish xvii. perh. 
from ON. flaga slab of stone, prob. Gmc. 
*flaxparallel and synon. with *flak- (cf. 
FLAKE). 

flaw* sudden squall, etc. xvi. prob. - MLG. vldge, 
MDu. v lag he (Du. vlaag), the primary sense of 
which may be ‘stroke’ (cf. flay). 

flax blue-flowered plant producing textile fibre 
and linseed. OE. flxx (fleax) = (M)Du. vlas, 
OHG. flahs (G. Jlacks) WGmc. *flaxsa, prob. 
to be referred to Gmc. *flax- *flex-IE. *plok- 
*plek- in Gr. plekein, L. plectere, G.flechten plait. 
Hence flaxen xvi. See -en*. 

flay strip off the skin of OE.; with skin as obj. 
xni. OE. str. vb. flean = MDu. vlae(gh)en (Du. 
vlaen), ON. fla. Gmc. *flaxan, of unkn. orig.; 
str. forms lasted till xv in pt. flogh, till xvii in 
pp. flain, flearr, but wk. forms were current in 
xvi. 

flea OE. flea(h), corr. to MLG., MDu. vlo (Du. 
vlo), OHG. floh (G. floh), ON. fid; perh. rel. to 
flee. 

fleam lancet, xvi. - OF flieme (mod. flamme) 
Rom. *fleutomum, for late L. phlebotomus - Gr. 
phlebotomon, sb. use of n. of adj. (see phle¬ 

botomy). 

fleck spot, speck, xvi. The earliest recorded 
words of the group are flecked ppl. adj dappled 
xrv and fleck vb. xv; the proximate source may 
be synon. ON. flekkr sb., flekka vb., or MLG., 
MDu. vlecke (Du. vlek) - OHG. flee, fleccho (G. 
fleck, flecken), of unkn. orig. 
fledge acquire or provide with feathers, xvi. f. 
Wedge adj. (xrv) having feathers (for flight), 
repr. var. *flecge of OE. *flycge recorded only in 
unfligge (x) glossing L. implumes, corr. to MDu. 
vlugghe (Du. vlug), OHG. fiucchi WGmc. 
*flu33ja, f *flu3-, weak base of Gmc. *fleu$an 
fly*. Hence fledgeling xix; see -ling*. 

flee pt. and pp. fled. OE. str. vb. fleon = OS. 
fliohan (MDu. vlien, Du. vlieden), OHG fliohan 
(G.fliehen), ON fly(j)a, Goth, pliuhan. The str. 
forms continued till xv; but wk. forms occur as 
early as xm. Flee and fly in OE. had identical pt. 
and pp., and in later usage became in¬ 
terchangeable in sense, 

fleece sb. OE. fleos = Du., (M)HG. vlies 
WGmc. *fleusa, and OE.fles (WS.flies) = MLG. 
vliis, MDu. vluus, MHG. vlius WGmc. *fleusi, 
rel. to MLG., MHG. vliis sheepskin (G. fla us 
woollen coat) *fldsa-\ prob. ult. rel. to the 
base of L. pluma plume. Hence vb. lit. and 
fig xvi. 

fleer fgrin, grimace xiv; laugh mockingly, gibe 
xv. prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. Norw. and Sw. dial. 
flira, Da. dial, flire grin, laugh unbecomingly, 
fleet' naval force. OE.fleot (once) ship or ships 
coll., f fleotan float, swim, fleet*. 

fleet* (dial.) run of water OE.; (hist.) The Fleet 
that flowing into the Thames between Ludgate 

Hill and Fleet Street; (hence) the prison near it 
xm. OE. fleot (also fleote or -a), corr. to OFris. 
flet, (M)Du. vliet, MHG. vliez, ON fljot, f. Gmc, 
*fleut- FLEET*. 

fleet* ffloat OE.; (arch.) flow or glide away xn. 
OE. str.vb.fleotan float, swim = OS.fliotan (Du. 
vlieten), OHG. fliozan (G. fliessen), ON. fljota 
float, flow Gmc. *fleutan\ f. IE. *pleud *plud-, 
extension of *pleu- *plou- plu- (repr. by Gr. 
plein *pleffein sail, OS1. pluti, Skr. plavate 
swim, float, L. pluere rain); cf. fly*. Surviving 
mainly in fleeting ppl. adj. ffloating, swimming 
OE.; tshifting, inconstant xiii; passing quickly 
away xvi. 

fleet4 swift, xvi. prob. much older if - ON fljotr, 
f. Gmc. *fleut- (see prec.). 

Flemish pert, to Flanders or its inhabitants 
xiv, sb. the form of Dutch spoken in Flanders 
xvm. - MDu. Vlamisch (Du. Vlaamsch). So 
Fleming native of Flanders, xv. - MDu. Warn¬ 
ing, f. Warn-, whence Vlaanderen Flanders; see 
-ISH\ -ING*. 

flense cut up the fat of a whale, skin a seal. xix. - 
Da. flense. Also flench, flinch. 

flesh sb. OE. flxsc = OS. flesk (Du. vlees), 
OHG. fleisc (G.fleisch), ON. flesk pork, bacon 
Gmc. *flaiskaz, -iz; rel. to flitch, the orig. 
meaning being ‘slice, slit, split’ (cf. Lith. pleiSeti 
crack). Hence vb. reward (a hawk, etc.) with 
a portion of the quarry; inure to bloodshed, 
gen. initiate; inflame, incite; plunge into flesh, 
xvi. fleshly OE. flxsclic. fleshpot xvi, fleshy 
XIV. 

fletcher (hist.) arrow-maker, xrv. - OF. 
flech(i)er, i.fleche arrow, of unkn. orig. see -er*. 

fleur-de-lis iris flower; heraldic lily. xix. ME. 
flour de lys - OF., i.e. flour flower, de of, lis (L. 
lilium lily). 

fleury, flory (her.) decorated with fleurs- 

de-lis. xv. - OF. flo(u)re (mod. fleure), f. fleur 
flower; see -y8. 

flew see fly*. 

flews chaps of a hound, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
flex' bend. xvi. f. flex-, pp. stem of L. flectere 
bend. So flexible xv. - (O)F. or L. flexion xvn, 
flexure xvi. - L. 

flex* flexible insulated electric wire. xx. Short¬ 
ening of FLEXIBLE. 

flibbertigibbet (dial.) chattering person xv; 
flighty woman xvi; tname of a fiend xvii; charac¬ 
ter so nicknamed in Scott’s ‘Kenilworth’ (1821); 
hence, impish urchin. The earliest forms, flib- 
hergib, flebergebet, are perh. imit. of senseless 
chatter. 

flick slight blow as with the end or tip of some¬ 
thing. xv. imit. Hence vb. xix. 

flicker fflutter, hover OE.; ffondle, dally xm; 
flutter, vibrate xv; burn fitfully, flash up and 
die away xvii. OE. flicorian, flicerian (cf. LG. 
flickern, Du. flikkeren), synon. in its earliest use 
with ME. flakere, prob. repr. an OE. *flacorian, 
f. flacor (of arrows) flying, f. imit. base *flak-, 
repr. also in MHG. vlackern flicker (G flackern), 
ON.flqkra flutter. Hence sb. xix. 

flight* act of flying OE.; collection of beings or 
things flying together xm; volley (of missiles) 
xvi; set of steps xvm. OE.flyht, corr. to OS fluht, 
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(M)Du. vluchtWGmc *fluxti, f. weak grade of 
Gmc. *fleuT,an fly*. Hence flighty tswift, rapid 
xvi; given to flights of fancy, etc.; inconstant 
xvm. 

flight* act of fleeing. OE. *flyht =-• OS.. OHG. 
fluht (Du. vlucht, G.flucht), ON flotti, f the base 
of FLEE. 

flimsy xvh. orig. dial, or si.; prob. based on 
flim-flam nonsense, humbug, adj. frivolous, 
vain (xvi), symbolic redupl. formation. See -sy 

flinch give way, draw back xvi; shrink or wince 
from pain xvh. - OF. flenchir, flainchir turn 
aside - WGmc. *xlavkjan, whence (M)HG. 
lenken bend, turn; rel. to flank. 

flinders (dial.) shivers, splinters, xv. prob. of 
Scand. orig. (cf. Norw. flindra thin chip or 
splinter). 

fling pt. and pp. flung (intr.) move with violence 
xm; (trans.) cast, hurl xrv. perh of Scand. orig 
(cf. ON flengja flog). 

flint OE. flint = MDu. vlint, rel. to OHG. (G. 
dial.) flins\ perh. rel. to Gr. plinthos tile (see 
PLINTH). 

flip' give a smart blow or jerk to; strike (some¬ 
thing) in this way. xvi. prob. contr. of fillip; but 
cf. flip-flap (xvi), redupl. form, on flap. Hence 
as sb. xvii. 

flip* mixture of beer and spirit sweetened and 
heated with a hot iron. xvii. perh. f. prec. vb. 
with the notion of ‘whipping up’ into froth, 

flippant fnimble, pliant; fvoluble, glib xvii; 

showing unbecoming levity xvm. f. flip1 + -ant. 

Hence flippancy xvm. 
flirt A. tsmart stroke; sudden jerk xvi; B. 
tflighty woman xvi; one who plays at courtship 
xvm. This, with the corr. vb. of similar date and 
parallel meanings, seems to be an imit. forma¬ 
tion. Hence flirtation xvm; whence flirtatious 
XIX. 

flit remove to another place, trans. and intr. 
xn. - ON.flytja, f. *flut-, weak grade of the base 
of fljota (see fleet*). 

flitch side of a hog. OE. flicce, corr. to MLG. 
vli(c)ke, ON flikkiGmc. *flikkjam; rel. to flesh. 

flitter XV. f. FLIT + -ER4. 

float vb. Late OE. flotian = OS. floton (MDu. 
vloten), ON./Zola Gmc. *flotdjan, f. *flot-, weak 
grade of base of fleet*. Reinforced in ME. by, if 
not entirely due to, OF. floter (mod. flotter) 
Rom. *flottare, prob - Gmc. *flot-. floatation 

see flotation. So float sb. OE. flat sea. = ON. 
Jlot and OE flota ship, fleet = ON. floti, various 
mod. uses are f. the vb. 

flocculent like tufts of wool. xix. f. L. floccus 
flock* + -u lent. 

flock1 band or company, esp. of (domestic) 
animals. OE.flocc = MLG. vlocke, ON. flokkr (in 
OE. and ON. used only of persons); of unkn. orig. 
Hence vb. ftrans. and intr xiii. 

flock2 tuft of wool, etc. xiii. - (O)F. floe L. 
floccus. 
floe xix. prob. - Norw. flo layer, level piece 
ON.flo layer, stratum. 

flog xvii. prob. imit.; perh. suggested by L. fla- 
gellare flagellate. 

flood sb. OEflod, corr. to OS. flod (Du. vloed), 
OHG. fluot (G. flut), ON. flod, Goth, flodus 

Gmc. *floduz, -am, f. *flo- IE. *plo- (as in Gr. 
pldein swim). 

floor sb. OE flor, corr. to (M)Du vloer, MHG. 
vluor (G. flur), ON. flor Gmc. *floruz\ rel. to 
OIr. Idr, W. llawrCelt. *pldr-. Hence vb. cover 
with a floor xv; bring to the ground xvii. 

flop vb. xvii. var. of flap. 

flora (F-) goddess of flowering plants xvi; plant 
life of a region, period, etc. xvm (as a book-title 
xvii). - L., {.fids, flor- flower. So floral xvii. - 

L floralis or directly f. L.flor- 
florescence (state or period of) flowering, 
xvm. - modL.florescentia, f. prp. stem of L.flore- 
scere, inceptive of florere', see flourish, 

-ESCENCE. 

floret xvii. f. L. fids, flor- flower + -et. 
florid tflourishing, blooming; (of style) flowery; 

ruddy, xvii. - F tfloride or L. floridus, f. flos, 
flor-, see flourish, id1. 

florilegium collection of literary ‘flowers’, 
xvii. modL. (L. flos flower, legere gather), tr. 
Gr. anthologion anthology. 

florin gold coin first issued at Florence in 1252 
xrv; two-shilling piece xix. - (O)Fr. - It forino, 
i.fiore flower; the coin orig. so named bore the 
figure of a lily on the obverse, 

florist xvn. f. L flos, flor- flower + -ist. 

floruit period of ‘flourishing’ xix. - L.. 3rd sg. 
pt. indie, offlorere flourish. 

flory see fleury. 

floss rough silk, xvm (also floss-silk). Early 
forms also flash, flox - F.floche, as in soie floche 
floss-silk, OF. flosche down, pile of velvet; of 
unkn. orig 

flotation, floatation xix. f. float vb. + ation. 

flotilla xvm. - Sp., dim. of flota fleet, rel. to 
FLOAT. 

flotsam floating wreckage, xvi. Early forms 
also flotsen, -son, - AN floteson, {.floter float. 

flounce1 dash or plunge with violent or jerky 
motion, xvi. of obscure orig. 

flounce* ornamental appendage to a skirt, 
xvm. alt., prob. by assim. to flounce1, of earlier 
Xfrounce wrinkle, fold, pleat - (O)F. fronce, f. 
froncir wrinkle - Gmc. *xrutjkjan (cf. ON. 
hrukka, MHG. runke wrinkle). So vb. xvm; cf. 
Xfrounce vb. wrinkle (xm), curl, pleat (xvi). 

flounder1 flat-fish xiv. - AN. floundre, OF. 
flondre, prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. OSw. flundra. 
Da. flynder, ON. fly dr a). 

flounder* fstumble; plunge or tumble about 
clumsily, xvi. of uncert. (perh. imit.) orig. 

flour ‘flower’ or finer portion of meal, (now) 
wheat meal xm; fine powder resulting from pul¬ 
verizing xiv. Differentiated sp. of flower; the 
sp. flower continued till early xix. 

flourish A. fblossom, flower xiii; thrive xiv; be 
in the prime xiv; B. tadorn, embellish xm; C. 
fdisplay, parade; brandish xiv; brag, swagger 
xvi. - (O)F. floriss-, lengthened stem (see -ish*) 

of florir (mod. fleurir) Rom. * flor ire, for L. 
florere, f. flor- flower. Hence sb. A. (dial.) mass 
of bloom; fvigour, prime xvi; B. embellishment 
xvii; C. brandishing of a weapon; fanfare xvi 

flout treat mockingly, xvi perh. - Du. fluiten 
whistie, play the flute, hiss, 

flow vb. OE str. vb flowan, f. Gmc. *flo-, whence 
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also ON./Ida flood, Du. vloeien flow and flood 
The orig str. conj. began to be superseded by 
wk. forms in the pt in early ME. Hence sb. xv. 

flower reproductive organ in plants; blossom; 
choicest individual xiii. ME. fl(o)ur - AN flur, 
OF. flo(u)r (mod. fleur) L. fids, /lor-, f. IE 
*bhlo- as in bloom', etc. Hence flower vb. xiii, 
flowery xiv. Cf. flour. 

flu colloq. shortening of influenza xix. 
fluctuate xvii. f. pp. stem of L.fluctuare, f.fluc- 
tus current, wave, f. fluct-, pp. stem of fluere 
flow; see ate*. So fluctuation xv. - (O)F. or L. 

flue chimney, smoke duct in this, etc. xvi (flew). 
of unkn. orig. 

fluent flowing freely or easily (lit. and fig.); 
ready in speech, xvi. - L. fluens, fluent-, prp. of 
fluere flow; see -ent. 
fluff light feathery stuff, xvm. prob. alt. of flue 
fdown (xvi). 

fluid adj. xv; sb. xvii. - (O)F.fluide or L.fluidus, 
i.fluete flow; see -id*. Hence fluidity xvii. 

fluke’ flat fish, esp. flounder OE.; parasitic 
worm resembling this xvii. OE .floe, corr. to ON. 
floki, rel. to MLG., MDu. flac, OHG. flah (G. 
flach) flat; ult. IE. *plaq-, further repr. by Gr. 
plakous, L. placenta flat cake, 

fluke* triangular plate on either arm of an an¬ 
chor xvi; triangular extremity of a whale’s tail, 
perh. transf. use of fluke1, from its shape, 

fluke* (orig. billiards) successful stroke made 
by chance, xix. perh. of dial. orig. (cf. dial .fluke 
guess, miss in fishing). 

flummery (dial.) kind of porridge xvii; transf. 

mere flattery, humbug xvm. - W. llymru, of 

unkn. orig. 

flummox (si.) confound, bewilder, xix. prob. of 
dial, orig.; cf. dial, flummock confuse, flummox 
maul, mangle, flummocky slovenly, imit. or 
symbolic formations. 

flump (colloq.) fall or throw down heavily, xix. 
imit. 

flunkey man in livery xvm; obsequious person 

xix. orig. Sc.; poss. f. flanker one who stands at 

a person’s flank + -y*. 

fluor fflux, fluid state; one of a class of minerals 
used as fluxes xvii; mineral of this kind con¬ 
taining fluorine (esp.fluorspar) xvm. - L.fluor 
flow, flux, f. fluere flow. Hence fluorescence, 
-escent xix. So fluorine xix. - F.; see -ine*. 

flurry sudden gust xvii; sudden agitation or 
commotion xvm. f. \flurr scatter, ruffle, fly up 
with a whirr, prob. after hurry. Hence vb. xvm. 

flush1 fly up suddenly, xiii. first in pt. forms 
fliste,fluste\ of imit. orig. 
flush* hand containing cards all of one suit. 
xvi. - F. t/7us,flux - L.fluxus flux. 

flush’ A. (of liquids) rush out suddenly or copi¬ 
ously xvi; B. emit light or glow suddenly; prod¬ 
uce or show heightened colour xvii. orig. 
identical with flush1. 

flush4 abundantly full, plentifully supplied xvii; 
even, level with xvm. prob. f. prec. 

fluster excite, esp. with drink xvii (xv in vbl. 
sb. flostrynge); intr. for pass, xvii; flurry xvm. 
of unkn. orig.; cf. Icel. flaustr hurry, flaustra 
bustle. 

flute cylindrical musical wind instrument with 

holes along its length xrv; channel, furrow, 
groove xvii. The earliest forms are flowte.floite 
(xrv), in xvi-xvii often fluit - OF. flahute,fleute, 
flaiite (mod flute), prob - Pr flaiit, perh. blend¬ 
ing offlaujol (cf. FLAGEOLET) With lailt LUTE*. So 
vb. xrv; channel, groove xvi. 

flutter ffloat to and fro; flap the wings rapidly 
OE.; quiver, tremble excitedly, xvi. OE. floter- 
ian, -orian, frequent, of Gmc. *flut-\ see fleet*, 

-er\ 

fluvial xrv. - L. fluvialis, f. fluvius river, prop, 
adj. formation on base of fluere flow; see -al1. So 
fluviatile xvi. - F. - L.; see -atile. 

flux copious flowing of blood, etc. xrv; (gen.) 
flowing; continuous succession xvi; incoming 
tide, opp. of reflux xvii; substance facilitating 
fusion (earlier Xfluss - G.) xvm. In early use 
(xrv-xvn) also iflix - (O)F. flux or L. fluxus, f. 
fluere flow. So fluxion tflow, flowing xvi; 
(math.) rate of change of a continuously varying 
quantity xvm. 

fly1 winged insect. OF. flyge, fleoge = OS., OHG. 
flioga (Du. vlieg, G.fliege)WGmc. *fleu3(j)d, f. 
*fleu3an(see next); cf. ON.fluga. 

fly* move with wings; (now in pres, stem only) 
flee. OE. str. vb.fleogan = OS. *fliogan (Du. vli- 
egen), OHG. fliogan (G. fliegen), ON. fljuga 
Gmc. *fleu3an IE. *pleuk-, extension of *pleu- 
(cf. *pleud- fleet*). The normal ME. pt. flegh 
was at first replaced by the type flough, flow, 
which was transferred from the pi. to the sing., 
this was superseded by flew, an unexpl. form 
perh. due to assoc, with the pt. of flow, the pp 
of which had become identical with that of fly. 

fly* flight xv; speed-regulating device, compass- 
card, etc. xvi; fstage-coach xvm; light carriage 
xix. f. FLY*. 

fly4 (si.) sharp, wide-awake, xix. Has been doubt¬ 
fully referred to fly*. 

foal OE. fola = OS./o/o, MDu. volen, (also mod.) 
veulen, OHG.folo (G.fohlen n ), ON.foli, Goth. 
fula Gmc. *folan-, rel. to synon. L. pullus, Gr. 
polos, Arm. ul. Cf. filly. 

foam sb. OE. fdm = (O)HG. feim WGmc. 
faima IE. *poimo-, rel. to L. pumex pumice, 

OS1. pena, Skr. phena- foam. Hence vb. xiv. 
fob1 cheat, trick, put off deceitfully, xv. Parallel 
to tfop vb. and G. foppen quiz, banter. Hence 
sb. trick, xvii. ME.fobbe impostor (once, xiv) is 
isolated. 

fob* small pocket, xvii. orig. cant term; prob. of 
G. orig. (cf. G. dial fuppe pocket), 

fo’c’sle see forecastle. 
focus point toward which lines, rays, etc. con¬ 
verge xvii; point at which an object must be situ¬ 
ated so that a well-defined image of it may be 
produced by the lens; centre of activity xvm. - L. 
focus fire-place, domestic hearth. So focal xvm. 
fodder (now si.) food; spec, cattle food. OE. 
fodor = MLG. voder, (M)Du. voeder, OHG. 
fuotar (G. /utter), ON. fodr Gmc. *fbdram. f. 
*fod- (see food). 

foe Early ME. fa, fo, pi. fan, fon, aphetic re¬ 
duction of ifa(n), ifd(n), OE. gefa(n), sb. use 
of gefah at feud (with) = OHG. gafeh, (MHG. 
gevech, geve) WGmc. *3afaixa, f. *30- y- + 

7aix- (OF. fah at feud, hostile), whence also OE. 
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fxhd (see feud'); ult. orig. unkn. Hence foeman 

OE. 
foetus xrv. - L. fetus giving birth, young off¬ 
spring, abstr. sb. parallel to adj. fetus pregnant, 
productive, prob. rel. to fecundus fecund, 

femina woman (see feminine). 

fog’ (dial.) aftermath grass, long or rank grass 
xrv; moss xv. prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. Norw. 
fogg long-strawed, weak, scattered grass in a 
moist meadow. Hence foggy1 xvi. An earlier 
occurrence of fog is implied in AL. fogagium 
(c. 1200) (privilege oft pasturing cattle on fog. 

fog’ thick mist, xvi of unkn. orig. Hence foggy* 
xvi. 

fog(e)y (colloq.) old-fashioned fellow, xvm. rel. 
to si. fogram (xvm) antiquated, old fashioned 
(person), of unkn. orig. 

foible xvn. - F., obs. var. offaible feeble. 

foil1 tread under foot xm; overthrow, discomfit, 
frustrate xvi. irreg. repr. (O)F. fouler Rom. 
*fullare, f. L fullo fuller. 

foil* fleaf; thin sheet of metal xrv; thin leaf of 
metal placed under a precious stone to increase 
its brilliance, etc.; a thing that serves by con- 
t~ ast to set off another thing xvi. (i) - OF. foil 
i*. folium leaf; (ii) - OF. foille (mod.feuille)L. 
folia, pi. oifolium (n. pi. taken as fem. sg.). 
foil* small sword with blunt edge and blunted 
point, xvi. of unkn. orig. 

foison (dial.) power, capacity; (arch.) plenty, 
abundance, xm. - (O)F. Rom. *fusio, for L. 
fusio, -on- outpouring (see fusion). 

foist tpalm (a die) so as to be able to introduce 
it when required; introduce surreptitiously or 
unwarrantably, xvi. prob. - Du. vuisten, f. vuist 
FIST. 

fold9 enclosure for domestic animals. OE. fold, 
contr. of failed, -od, -ud, corr. to OS. fated, MLG. 
valt, Du. vault. Hence vb. shut up in a fold. OE 
faldian. 
fold* double or bend over upon itself; lay (the 
arms) together. OE. str. vb. f(e)aldan = MDu. 
vouden (Du. vouwen), OHG. faltan (G. fatten), 
ON. falda, Goth, falfan Gmc. *falpan, f. IE. 
*pel- *pl- (cf. Gr. dipaltos, dipldsios twofold, 
haploos simple); rel. to L. plicare fold. Hence sb. 
xm. 

-fold OE. -Ae)ald = OS. fold (Du. -voud), (O)HG. 
fait, ON. -faldr, Goth, -falfrs, Gmc. terminal el. 
rel. to fold* and equiv. to Gr. -paltos, -plasios, 
and more remotely with -plo- in Gr. haploos 
single, diploos double (L. duplus), appended to 
cardinal numerals and adjs. meaning ‘many’, 
orig. with the sense ‘folded in two, etc., folds’, 
‘plaited in so many strands’. In OE. the adjs. 
were already used as sbs. and advs. 

foliage xv. Early forms foillage,fuellage(assim 
later to L. folium) - (O)F. feuillage, \foillage, f. 
feuille, see foil*, -age. 

foliation A. being in leaf, arrangement in 
leaves xvn; B. consecutive numbering of folios 
xix. In A. f. L.folium, see foil*, -ation. In B. f. 

FOLIO. 

folic (chem.) name of an acid abundant in green 
leaf, xx irreg. f. L folium leaf, foil* f -ic. 

folio A. leaf of paper, parchment, etc.; B. in folio 
in the form of a full-sized sheet folded once 

(hence simply folio adj. and sb.). xvi. In A. a 
generalization of the medL. use of the abl. of L. 
folium leaf, foil*, in references ‘at leaf so-and- 
so’, or a latinization of It. foglio, in B . - It. in 
foglio. 
folk people, race; men, people. OE. foie - OS., 
OHG. folc(Du., G. volk), ON. folk people, army 
Gmc. *folkam, the orig. meaning of which is 
perh. best preserved in ON. Hence folk-lore, 
folk-song xix. From xrv the pi .folks has been 
used, and since xvn is the ordinary form, the 
sing, being arch, or dial. 

follicle (anat., etc.) small sac. xvn. - L. fol 
liculus little bag, dim. offollis bellows; see -cle. 

follow OE.folgian, corr. to OS. folgon (Du. vol- 
gen), OHG. folgen (G. folgen), f. Gmc. */u/j-; of 
unkn. orig. 

folly quality or state of being foolish xm; costly 
structure considered to have shown folly in the 
builder xvi. - (O)F. folie, f .fol foolish, fool1; see 
-Y*. In the second sense derived from a similar 
use of OF. folie. 

foment bathe with warm lotion; promote the 
growth of; foster, stimulate, xv. - (O)F. fa¬ 
me n ter - late L. fomentdre, f. fomentum lotion, 
poultice, lenitive fovementum, f. fovere heat, 
cherish, rel. to Skr. ddhati, Lith. degii bum, Gr. 
tephrd ash, ember; cf. day. 

fond (dial.) foolish, silly xrv; (dial.) foolishly 
affectionate, doting; feager, desirous; having a 
strong liking (for) xvi. ME .fanned, -yd, having 
the form of a pp. of fon vb. (recorded later in 
xrv) be foolish, which is obscurely rel. to tfon 
sb. fool (xm). The occurrence in ME. and in E. 
Angl. dial, (xvn-xrx) of the sense ‘insipid’, ‘of 
sickly flavour’, has suggested that the vb. fon 
orig. meant ‘lose savour’; but this sense is later 
than that of ‘foolish’, and is of obscure orig.; 
moreover, the chronology of the words as 
known suggests that ME. fanned was directly f. 
fon sb. + -ed* (cf. the etym. of wicked, wretched). 
fondant kind of sweetmeat that melts quickly 
in the mouth, xrx. - F., sb. use of the prp. of 
fondre melt; see found*, -ant. 

fondle tpamper xvn; treat with fondness, caress 
xvm. app. frequent, of fond; see -le*. 

font' receptacle for the water used in baptism. 
Late OE .font, var. of font - OIr. fant, font - L. 
forts, font- spring, fountain, in spec. eccl. use 
fons or fontes baptismi water(s) of baptism, 
font* var of fount*. 

fontanelle (anat.) fhollow between muscles 
xvi; outlet for a discharge xvn; membranous 
space in the skull of an infant xvm. - F. - modL 
fontanella, latinization of OF. fontenelle, dim. of 
fentaine fountain; see -el*. 

food what is taken to support life. Late OE. 
foda *fodan-, a unique formation, the synon 
words in other Gmc. langs. being f. *fodjan feed, 

viz. ON. fcedi, faeda, Goth, fodeins, f. Gmc *fdd- 
*fad IE. *pat, as in Gr. pateesthai eat. 

fool1 A. one deficient in judgement or sense xm; 
professional jester, clown xrv, B. adj. foolish xm; 
now only (exc. dial.) as attrib. use of the sb. ME 
fol sb. and adj - OF. fol (mod fou mad) L. 
follis bellows, inflated ball, (later fig.) ‘windbag’, 
empty-headed person. Hence fool vb. play the 
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fool, make a fool of. xvi. foolery xvi. foolhardy 
Tin - OF. folhardi ‘foolish-bold’, foolscap 
(/oofs cap) cap of a professional fool; folio paper 
of a kind that orig. bore a watermark rep¬ 
resenting a fool’s cap. xvn. 

fool* felotted cream xvi; dish composed of 
crushed fruit with cream, etc. xvm. perh. transf. 
use of prec. suggested by trifle. 

foot pi .feet part of the leg beyond the ankle joint; 
unit of measurement 12 in.; metrical unit OE.; 
lowest part xn; what is at the foot or bottom (pi. 
foots) xv. OE .jot, p\.fet = OS. Jot, fuot (Du. voet), 
OHG. fuoz (G. fuss), ON. fotr, Goth, fotusr, the 
Gmc. cons.-stem *fot-IE. *pdd-, which with its 
vars. *pod- *ped is repr. by Skr. pit, L. pes, ped , 
Gr. porn, pod- Arm. otn foot. Hence foot vb. 
dance xrv; tadd up xv; walk; strike, etc. with the 
foot xvi. footing (dial.) foothold xrv; (fig.) xvi; 
settled condition xvn. football xv, footfall 
xvii, foothold xvn. footman foot-soldier 
xm; (dial.) pedestrian xiv; attendant on foot 
xv. footnote xix. footpace walking-pace; 
raised floor (for an altar), xvi. footpad 
highwayman who robs on foot, xvn; pad, 
canting use of var. of path, footpath xvi. 
footstep xiv (once xm as pi. fet steppes), foot¬ 
stool XVI. 

footle (colloq.) fool about, trifle, potter, xix (esp. 
in prp. footling trifling, paltry), perh. alt., by 
assoc, with -lb*, of (dial.) footer bungle, idle or 
potter about, presumably rel. to footer con¬ 
temptible fellow, transf. use of foutre - (O)F. 
foutre have sexual relations withL.futuere. 
fop ffool xv; one who is vain of his appearance, 
etc. xvn. corr. in form to G. foppen hoax. Cf. 
fob'. Hence foppery xvi, foppish xvn. 

for prep, tbefore; representing, instead of; in de¬ 
fence of; with a view to; in the character of; by 
reason of, in spite of OE.; to obtain, in order to 
xm; with the object of; in relation to xrv; during 
xv; conj. (for OE. for pon Pe,for pxm pe,for py 
pe on account of the fact that) because, since 
xn. OE. for = OFris., OS. for, Goth, four, prob. 
reduction of Gmc. *fora before (of place and 
time), repr. by OE. fore = OFris., OS., OHG. 
fora, Goth.faura, beside OS., OHG. forms with 
-i, viz. furi (G. filr) and ON. fyrir, see fore-. 

Hence forasmuch (arch.) seeing that. xm. tr. 
OF. por tant que for so much as. 

for-1 OE .for Jeer- = OS .for-, OHG. fir-,far- (Du., 
G. ver ), Goth, fair-, four-, corr. to Gr. peri-, 

para-1, L. per-, Skr. pari, purd, OIr. ar-, air-\ IE. 
prefix with variation of form and wide extent of 
meaning, but esp. implying (1) rejection, exclu 
sion, prohibition, (2) destruction, (3) exhaustion, 

for-’ var. of fore-. Cf. also foreclose, forfeit. 

forage food for cattle, xrv. - (O)F. fourrage, f. 
feurre - Gmc. *fbdram fodder; see -age. So vb. 
xv. 

foramen (anat.) opening for the passage of 
something, xvn. - L„ f forare bore1. 

foray hostile incursion, xiv (ir. early use Sc ), 
prob. f. foray vb. (xrv), back formation from ME. 
forayer forager, raider, var. of forrier - OF. 
Rom. *fodrarius, f. *fodro fodder (cf. forage). 

forbear' tbear, bear with; endure the loss of; 
abstain from OE. (intr. xrv). OE. forberan = 

OHG.firberan abstain, Goth, frabairan endure; 
f. for-1 + bear*. Hence forbearance xvi. 

forbear', forebear (usu. pi.) ancestor, xv 
(orig. Sc.), f. fork- +1beer, agent-noun of be. 

forbid OE. forbeodan = Du. verbieden, OHG. 
farbiotan (G. verbieten), Goth, faurbiudarv, f. 

for-' + bid. 
forby prep, tclose by xm; adv. (dial.) aside, 
along, past xrv; (Sc.) besides xvi. f. for adv. + by. 

force strength, power xm; body of armed men 
xiv. - (Q)F. Rom. *fortia, f. L. fortis strong. 
So vb. xm. forcible done by force xv; fstrong; 
producing a powerful effect xvi. 

force-meat xvn. f. force (xiv), var. offarce stuff 
(xiv; - OF. farsir, mod. farcir L. farclre) 
+ MEAT. 

forceps xvn. - L. 
ford sb. OE. ford = OFris. forda, OS. -ford in 
place-names (Du. voorde), (O)HG.furtWGmc. 
*furdu (cf. ON. fjqrdr fiord *ferpuz) IE. 
*Pftus, repr. also by OW. rit (W. rhyd) ford, L. 
portus harbour, port1, f. *por- *per- *pp (see 
FARE*). 

fordo pp. fordone (arch.) put an end to, destroy, 
spoil. OE. fordon = OS. fardon (Du. verdoen), 
OHG.fartuon (G. vertun)-, see for-1, do1. In pp. 
(poet.) exhausted, wearied out xvi. 

fore1 adj. tear tier; that is in front xv; sb. in 
(orig.) Sc. and Anglo-Ir. phr. to the fore present, 
surviving; ready, available xvn; conspicuous 
xix. Evolved from analysis of comps, of prefix 
fore-, e.g. forehead,foreland, forepart. 

fore* adv., now only in fore and aft from stem 
to stem, all over the ship. xvn. Not continuous 
with OE. and ME./ore, perh. of LG. orig. 

fore* int. (in golf) warning cry to people in front 
of the intended stroke, xix. prob. aphetic form 
Of BEFORE Or AFORE. 

fore- prefix meaning ‘before’, identical with the 
adv. fore in front, before, OE. fore = OS., OHG. 
fora (Du. voor, G. vor), Goth, faura, perh. :- 
Gmc. *forai, corr. to Gr. parai, a dative for¬ 
mation, the base of which is repr. also in L. pro, 
prx, per (see per-, pre , pro-1), Gr. pro, para, peri 
(see para-', peri ), Skr. purd before. 

A few of the foil, comps, had orig. the prefix 
for*. 

forearm' arm beforehand, xvi. forearm* part 
of the arm below the elbow, xvm. forecast fcon- 
trive beforehand xrv, estimate beforehand xvi. 
Hence as sb. xv. forecastle (whence the sp. 
fo'c'sle) fshort raised deck in the bow, orig. a 
castle-like structure to command the enemy’s 
decks xrv; fore part of a ship xv. forefather 
xm. - QN.forfadir. forefinger xv. forefoot xrv. 
forefront principal face, foremost part (now 
dial. exc. fig ), xv (orig. Sc ), foregoing xv. fore¬ 
gone that has gone before, xvi. foreground 
xvn. forehead OK.forheafod = MLG. vorhoved, 
Du. voorhoofd, G. vor{der)haupt. forejudge xvi. 
foreknowledge xvi. Cf. foreknow xrv. fore¬ 
land cape, promontory, xrv. forelock OE.fore- 
loccas pi.; but a new formation in xvi. foreman 
Header xv; principal juror; principal of work¬ 
men xvi; perh. after ON. formadr captain, 
leader, or - Du. voor man. forename xvi. fore¬ 
noon xv. forepart xrv. forerunner one who 
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goes before to prepare the way (first of John the 
Baptist) xin; one whom another follows xvi; tr. 
L. precursor precursor foresail xv. foresee 
OE. forseon, but prob. a new formation in ME. 
foreshore xvm. foreshorten xvn. foreshow 
xvi. foresight +(divine) providence xm; pro¬ 
vision for the future xrv; action of foreseeing or 
looking forward xv; prob. after ON.forsja, and 
later felt as etym. rendering of (O)F. providence, 
L. providentia. foreskin xvi. forestall fob¬ 
struct xrv; buy up (goods) before they reach 
public markets xrv; hinder by anticipation, 
anticipate in action xvi. Implied earlier in AL. 
forstallatio obstruction, forstallator (xn), AN. 
forstallour fores taller of markets (xm), f. OE. 
for(e)steaU interception, ambush, foretaste sb. 
and vb. xv. foretell xm. forethought tpre- 
meditation, previous thought, xm. parallel to 
tforethink, OE. foredencan consider beforehand, 
and repl. OE. foredanc consideration, fore 
thought, providence, foretop flock of hair at the 
front xm; fforepart of the crown xrv; top of a fore¬ 
mast xv. forewarn warn beforehand. OE.fore- 
wamian (trans. and intr.). foreword xix. 

foreclose exclude, preclude xv; deprive of the 
equity of redemption, bar (a right of re 
demption) xvm. i. foreclos-, pp. stem of (O)F for- 
clore, f. for- (:- L. foris outside) + clore close; 

there has been assoc, with for-1, or with for-*, 

fore-. Hence foreclosure xvm. 
foreign tout of doors (rare); pert, to another, 
alien; pert, to another region, not in one’s own 
land xrv; not domestic or native xv. - OF forain, 
forein, -e Rom. *fordnus, f. L. fords acc. pl„ 
foris loc. pi. of *fora, var. of fores door. Hence 
foreigner xv. 

foremost The present form, dating from xvi, is 
an alt., by assoc, with fore-, offor most, itself an 
alt., by assoc, with most, of formest (xn), f. 
forme, OE. forma first (= OFris. forma, OS. 
formo), with superl. -m- suffix as in L. primus 
prime, + -est, formest having repl. furmest, fir¬ 
mest OE fyrmest (= Goth.frumists), f. forma, 
the result being a double superl. Cf. former. 

forensic pert, to courts of law. xvn. f. L.foren 
sis, {.forum, see forum, -ic. 

forest xm. - OF. forest (mod. foret) - late L.fore- 
stis (silva) ‘outside wood’, royal forest reserved 
for hunting, obscurely f. foris out of doors, out¬ 
side (see foreign); prob meaning orig. wood 
land lying outside the park and unfenced; in AL. 
foresta,forestum (xi). So forester xm. 
forfeit tmisdeed, misdemeanour xra; fine, 
penalty xv; trivial fine for breach of rule xvn 
ME.forfet - OF.forfet, (also mod.) -fait crime, f. 
foris)faire commit crime (medL. forisfacere), f. 
foris)- beyond, outside, sc. what is right (:- L. 
foris outside) + faire do. Hence vb. fsin, trans¬ 
gress xrv; lose the right to xv. forfeiture 
fcrime, sin; loss or liability to deprivation, xrv. 

for(e)fend tforbid; avert xrv; (now U S.) protect 
by precautionary measures xvi. f. for-'(I) 

+ FEND. 

for(e)gather (chiefly Sc.) gather together xvi; 
meet with xvi. - Du. vergaderen, with ac 
commodation to for-, gather. 

forge' smithy xrv; furnace for melting metal 

xvn. - (O)F.Rom. *faurga L fabrica trade, 
manufactured object, workshop, forge (see fab¬ 

ric). So vb. shape, fashion (now only in a forge) 
xm; fabricate, make a fraudulent imitation of 
xrv. Hence forger xrv, forgery xvi. 

forge* (orig. naut.) make way ahead, xvn. perh. 
aberrant pronunc. of force vb., similarly used 
from xvn. 

forget pt. forgot, pp. forgotten, arch, and dial. 
forgot. OE. str. vb forgietan = OS. fargetan (Du. 
verge ten), OHG. firgezzan (G. vergessen), f. 
for-' (1)+Gmc. *$etan take hold of, get. Hence 
forgetful xrv. alt. of for$etel. forgetel, OE. for- 
gietel by substitution of -ful' for the final syll. 
forget-me-not xvi. tr. OF. ne m’oubliez mie 
do-not-forget-me. 

forgive pt. forgave, pp. forgiven tgive, grant; 
remit, pardon. OE. str. vb. forgiefan\ see for-' 

(1) and give; corr. to Du. vergeven, OHG. far- 
geban (G. verge ben), ON fyrirgefa forgive, Goth. 
fragiban grant. So forgiveness OE. forgiefie)- 
nes, rarely -giefennes. 

forgo, forego pt .forewent, pp for{e)gone fintr. 
pass away, trans. pass over, neglect; abstain 
from. OE forgan, pt. foreode, see for-1, go. 

fork pronged instrument for digging OE., for 
eating xv; divergence into branches, bifurcation 
xrv. OE. forca, force, corr. to OS. furka, OHG. 
furcha (Du. vork, G. furke), ON. forkr, Gmc. - 
L. furca pitchfork, forked stake, whence (O)F. 
fourche, ONF. fourque (which reinforced the 
word in ME.). 

forlorn fmorally lost, abandoned xn; trained, 
doomed xiv; forsaken, desolate; pitiable, wret¬ 
ched xvi. pp. of ME. forlese, OE forleosan - OS. 
far-Jorliosan (Du. verliezen), OHG. fir liosan (G. 
verlieren), Goth, fraliusan; Gmc., f. *fer *fra 
for-1 (1 )-\-*leusan lose. 

forlorn hope picked force detailed for an 
attack, (hence) desperate adventurers, players, 
etc. xvi; (by misapprehension) hopeless en 
terprise xvn. - Du. verloren hoop ‘lost troop’, i.e. 
verloren, pp. of verliezen (see prec.), hoop com¬ 
pany (HEAP). 

form A. visible aspect of a thing xm; (scholastic 
philos.) that which makes matter a determinate 
kind of thing xrv. B. character, nature, tdegree 
xm (class in school xvi); due observance or pro¬ 
cedure xrv. C. lair of a hare xm; long seat with¬ 
out a back xrv; (typogr.) see forme xv. ME. 
forme, fio)urme - (O)F. forme, \fio)urme L. 
forma mould, shape, beauty, of uncert. orig. So 
vb. give a form to xm; be the components of xiv; 
draw up or dispose in order xvm. - OF.fourmer, 
(also mod.) former - L./ormare. formal xrv. - L. 
formalism xix, -ist xvn, formality xvi. for¬ 
mation xv. - (O)F. or L. formative xv. 

-form repr. F. -forme, L. -formis, f. forma form, 

termination to form adjs. meaning (i) having 
the form of, (ii) ‘of (so many) forms', 

format xix. - F. - L. fdrrndtus, pp. of for mare 
FORM. 

forme, form (typogr.) body of type locked up 
in a chase for printing, xv. spec, use of form. 

former earlier in time xu; ffirst, primeval xm; 
fmore forward xrv; first of two xvi. f. ME. forme 
(OE. forma, see foremost) + er*. Hence for- 
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merly tjust now; tbeforehand; in former days 
XVI. 

formic (chem.) of an acid contained in a fluid 
emitted by ants. xvm. f. L. formica ant; see -ic. 

formidable xv. - F. formidable or L.formidd- 
bilis, f. formidare fear, f. formido dread; see 
-ABLE. 

formula set form of words xvn; recipe; rule, 
etc., expressed by symbols xvm. - L. formula, 
dim. offorma form; see -ule. So formulary col¬ 
lection or system of formulas, xvi. formulate 
XIX. 

fornication xm. - (O)F. - late L. fornicatio, 
-on-, f. fornicdri (whence fornicate xvi), f. 
fornix, fornic- arch, vault, vaulted room such as 
was tenanted by the lower orders and prosti¬ 
tutes; see -ation. So fornicator xrv. - late L. 

forsake pt. forsook, pp. forsaken fdecline, re¬ 
fuse; give up, renounce. OE. str. vb forsacan = 
OS. forsakan (Du. oerzaken), OHG. firsahhan, 
WGmc. f. for-1 + *sakan quarrel, accuse (see 
SAKE1). 

forsooth QE. for sod, i.e. for, sooth. 
forswear OE.forswerian, see for-1, swear. 
forsythia xix. f. name of William Forsyth (1737- 

1804), Eng. botanist; see -la1. 
fort xv. - (O)F. fort or It. forte, sb. uses of fort, 
forte strong L.fortis. 
fortalice fortress, (now) small outwork, xv. - 
medL.fortalitia, -itium, f. L. fortis strong, 

forte' strong point or feature, xvii (fort). - F. 
fort, sb. use of adj. (see fort); the F. fern, form 
was substituted in Eng. use. 

forte2 (mus.) loud, xviii. - It. L.fortis strong. 
So fortissimo xvm. - It., superl. offorte. 

forth forwards (now only in back and forth)-, 
onwards (surviving in gen. use in and so forth)-, 
forward into view; away. OE. ford = OS. forth 
(Du. voort), MHG. vort (G .fort) Gmc. *furfxt 
(cf. Goth, faurpis further) IE. *prto-, f. base 
repr. in fore-, forthcoming about or ready to 
appear xvi; ready to make advances xix. forth¬ 
right OE. fordriht adj., -rihte adv. forthwith 
tat the same time; immediately xrv; partly short 
for earlier forthwithal (xi), partly repl. ME. 
forth mid along with, at the same time as, 
used absol. 

fortify xv. - (O)F.fortifier - late L.fortificdre, f. 
fortis strong; see -fy. So fortification xv. 
fortitude xv. - OF. - L. fortitude, f. fortis 
strong; see -tude. 

fortnight OE. feowertiene niht, ME. fourten- 
(n)iht fourteen nights. 

fortress xm. - (O)F forieresse strong place 
Rom. *fortaritia, f. L. fortis strong, 

fortuitous xvii. - L. fortuitus, f. forte by 
chance, abl. of fors chance IE. *bhftis ‘that 
which is brought’, f. base of L.ferre bear2. 

fortune chance, luck xm; (good or bad) luck; 
position depending on wealth, wealth xvi. - 
(O)F. - L.fortuna chance as a divinity, luck, esp. 
good luck, (pi.) gifts of fortune, (also sg.) riches, 
orig. sb. use (sc. dea goddess) of adj. for- 
tunus, f fors (see prec). So fortunate xiv. - L. 
fortunatus. 
forty OE feowertig = OS. fi war tig (Du. veertig), 
OHG. viorzug (G. vierzig), ON.fjorir tigir, Goth. 

fidwor tigjus; see four, -ty\ So fortieth. OE. 
feowertigoda =ON.fertugandi, see th*. 
forum (Rom. antiq.) market-place, spec, in an¬ 
cient Rome a place of assembly for judicial and 
other business xv; court, tribunal xvii. - L. 
forum, rel. to fores (outside) door; orig. en¬ 
closure surrounding a house, 

forward towards the future OE.; towards or 
to the front, onward xrv. OE.forweard, var. of 
fordweard onwards, continually, f. forth + 

-ward. Hence adj- in an advanced state or posi¬ 
tion; eagerly ready; pert xvi. Hence vb. help for¬ 
ward, advance xvi; send forward xvm. So 
forwards xrv; cf. OE. fordweardes. See -wards. 

forweary (arch.) tire out xm; see for-1. So for¬ 
worn (arch.) worn out xvi. 

fosse ditch, trench, xiv. - (O)F.L. fossa, f. pp. 
stem foss- of fodere dig. 

fossick (Austral, mining) search for gold by dig¬ 
ging out crevices, etc.; (si.) rummage, xix. of 
unkn. orig.; cf. dial, fossick troublesome person, 
fossicking troublesome,/ossicA: make a fuss, bus¬ 
tle about. 

fossil (rock, etc.) dug out of the earth, esp. of 
remains of the prehistoric past. xvn. - F. fos- 
sile - L. fossilis, f. foss-, pp. stem of fodere dig; 
see -ile. 

foster fnourish, feed OE.; tbring up (a child); 
promote the growth of xm; cherish, ‘nurse’ xrv. 
OE. fostrian, f. foster food, f. Gmc. *fod- food. 

The stem was used as comb, form in OE. fos¬ 
ter beam, -cild child as related to those who have 
reared it as their own, fdsterbrodor/ sweostor 
male/female child reared with another of dif¬ 
ferent parentage, fosterfaederl-modor one who 
acts as father/mother to another’s child; so fos¬ 
terling (-ling1) foster-child, 

foul grossly offensive to the senses; opp. of clean 
OE.; opp. of fair ME. OE. ful = OS., OHG. fill 
(Du. vuil dirty, G. faul rotten, unsound, lazy), 
ON. full, Goth, fuls stinking Gmc. *fulaz, f. 
*/d-IE. *pH-, as in L. pus pus, putridus putrid, 

etc. 
foulard (handkerchief of) silk material, xix. - 
F., of unkn. orig. 

foumart polecat, xiv. Early forms folmarde, 
fulmert, fullimart, f. ful foul (i.e. stinking) 
+ mart (see marten). 

found' set up, establish, xm. - (O)F. fonder 
L. fundare, f. fundus bottom. So foundation 
xrv. Hence founder xrv, whence foundress xv; 
see -ess1. 

found2 mix xiv; melt (esp. metal or glass for 
casting) xvi. - (O)F. fondre L. fundere pour, 
melt, f. IE. *ghud- *gheud- (repr. by OE. geotan 
pour), extension of *ghu- *gheu-, whence Gr. 
kheein, kheuein pour, Skr. juhoti pour libations, 
sacrifice. Hence founder xv, foundry xvii. 

founder tsmash in xm; tsend to the bottom xrv; 
(of a horse) stumble and fall, go lame xrv; fill 
with water and sink xvi. Partly - OF. fondrer 
send to the bottom, submerge, but mainly 
aphetic of tafounder (xiv), fenfounder (xv) - OF. 
*a-, es-, enfondrer, mod. effondrer Rom. *ex-, 
infundorare, f. ex ', in-1 +*fundor-, taken as 
stem of L. fundus bottom. 

foundling deserted infant whose parents are 
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not known, xm. ME. fundeling, foundling, f. 
funden, pp. of find + -ling1. ME had also 
find ling and funding 
fount’ spring, fountain, xvi. prob. back 

formation from fountain, suggested by F. fonts 
(L .fans). 

fount* (typogr.) set of type of a particular size. 
xvii. alt. of font* tfounding, casting (xvi) - F. 
fonte, i.fondre found*. 

fountain (arch.) spring of water xv, artificially 
formed jet of water xvi. - (O)F.fontaine late 
L. fontdna, sb. use of fem. of fontdnus, f. fons, 
font- spring, fountain. 
four OE. feower =OS.fi(u)war,fiori, OHG. for, 
fier (Du., G. vier), ON.fjorir, Goth fidwor, ult. 
IE. *qetwor-, whence (with vowel-variation) OW. 
petguar (W. pedwar), OIr. cethir, L. quattuor, Gr. 
tessares, OS1. cetyre, Lith. keturi, Skr. catvdra--, 
hence fourteen OE. feowertiene = OS. fiertein 
(Du. veertien), OHG. fiorzehan (G. vierzehn), ON. 
fjortan, Goth, fidwor taihun, see -teen, four¬ 
teenth ME.fourtenfie, repl. OE. feowerteoda; see 
-th*. fourth. OE. feo(we)rda = OS. fordo (Du. 
vierde), OHG. fiordo (G. vierte), ON. fjordv, see 
-TH*. Cf. forty. 

fowl (arch., exc. in wildfowl) bird OE.; domestic 
cock or hen xvi. OE. fugol =OS. fugal, OHG. 
fogal (Du., G. oogel), ON. fugl, Goth, fug Is 
Gmc. *fo3laz, *fu$laz, perh. dissim. form of 
*flu3laz, f. *fluz-, *fleu3- fly*. Hence fowler OE. 
fug(e)lere, f,fug{e)lian catch wild fowl, 
fox OE .fox = OS. vuhs (Du. vos), OHG. fuhs (G. 
fuchs)WGmc. *fuxs\ rel. to Skr. puccha tail, 
Russ, pukh fine woolly hair, down; the name 
may mean orig. ‘the tailed one’. Cf. vixen. Hence 
fox-glove OE. foxesglofa, f. g. sg. of fox (with 
unexpl. assoc.); the flower resembles a finger¬ 
stall in shape. 

foyer xix. - F. hearth, homeGallo-Rom. *focd- 
rium, f. L. focus fire (see focus). 

fracas xvm. - F., f. fracasser - It. fracassare 
make an uproar, of unkn. orig. 

fraction numerical quantity that is not an in 
teger xiv; breaking or its result xv. - (O)F. - 
ChrL. fractio, -on-, breaking (as of bread), f. 
fract-, pp. stem of frangere break1; see -tion. 

Hence fractional xvii. fractious refractory, 
(now) cross, peevish xvm; f. fraction (in obs. 
sense ‘discord, dissention’). So fracture sb. 
xv. - (O)F. fracture or L. fractura. Hence frac¬ 
tured xvii, whence fracture vb. xix. 

fragile xvii. - (O)F. fragile or L. fragilis, f. 
*frag-, base offrangere break1. So fragility xrv, 
fragment xv. Hence fragmentary xvii (rare 
before xrx). 

fragrant xv. - F. fragrant or L.fragrans, -ant-, 
prp. offragrare smell sweet; see -ant. So frag¬ 
rance xvii. 

frail' rush basket for figs, raisins, etc. xm. ME. 
fraiel - OF., of unkn. orig. 
frail* morally or physically weak (xm in 
frelnes)-, liable to break xrv. - OF. fraile, frele 
(mod. frele) L. fragilis fragile. So frailty 
xrv. 

framboesia yaws, characterized by 
raspberry-like excrescences, xix. modL., f. 
(O)F framboise raspberry. See -ia’. 

181 frankpledge 

frame A. fbe profitable; tprogress OE., B. tpre- 
pare timber for building xrv; (gen.) shape, con¬ 
struct, contrive xiv OE. framian be of service, 
make progress, f. from forward (see from) 

The rel. ON. fremja (= OE. fremman, fremian) 
further, advance, perform, prob. inf!, the 
sense-development. Hence frame sb. framed 
work, structure xrv; order, plan xvi; whence 
framework xvn. 
franc monetary unit of France etc. xrv. - (O)F. 
franc, from the legend Francorum rex king of 
the Franks, on gold coins first struck in the 
reign of Jean le Bon (1350-64). 

franchise ffreedom xm; legal immunity or 
privilege xiv; (hist.) district over which a privi 
lege extends xv; right of voting at a public elec 
tion xvm. - (O)F., f. franc, fem. franche free, 
frank 4- -ise, repr. L. -itia -ess*. 

Franciscan friar of the order founded by St. 
Francis of Assisi in 1209. xvi. - F franciscain - 
modL. Franciscanus, f. Franciscus Francis; see 
-AN. 

Franco- comb, form of medL. Francos Frank, 

meaning ‘Frankish’ or ‘French and ...’; see -o-. 
XVIII. 

francolin bird of the partridge family, xvn. - 
F. - It francolino, of unkn. orig. 

franc-tireur one of a corps of light infantry, 
xix. - F., i.e. franc free + tireur shooter, f. tirer 
shoot. 

frangible xv. - OF. frangible or medL. fran- 
gibilis, f. L. frangere break1; see -ible. 

frangipane perfume obtained from red jas¬ 
mine xvii; cream for pastry xix. - F., f. Frangi¬ 
pani, name of an Italian marquis who invented 
a perfume for scenting gloves, 

frank tfree xm; bounteous, generous; fof su 
perior quality xv; ingenuous, candid xvi. - 
(O)F. francmedL. francos free, identical with 
the ethnic name (see Frank), which acquired 
the sense ‘free’ because in Frankish Gaul full 
freedom was possessed only by those belonging 
to or adopted by the dominant people. Hence 
(from the sense f‘free of charge’ of the adj ) vb. 
superscribe (a letter, etc.) with one’s signature 
to ensure free conveyance, (hence) stamp xvm; 
facilitate the passage of xix. 

Frank A. of the Germanic nation (or nations) 
that conquered Gaul and from which the 
country received the name of France (Fran- 
cia) OE.; B. (in the Levant) .ndividual of 
Western nationality xvi. OE. Franca =OHG. 
FYanko, supposed to be named from their 
national weapon, OE. franca javelin, 

frankincense xrv. - OF. franc encens, see 
frank (‘of superior quality’), incense. 

franklin landholder of free but not noble birth, 
xm. - AL. francdlanus, f. francalis, f. francus 
free, frank; see -al\ -an. 

frankpledge system by which each member 
of a tithing was responsible for every other, 
xv. - law L. franciplegium, latinization of AN. 
frauncplege, {.franc frank+plege pledge, mis 
translation of OE.fridborh peace-pledge (frid, f. 
*fri- love, as in friend), through the corrupt 
forms freo-, friborh, in which the first element 
was identified with free. 
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frantic (insane xiv; frenzied xvi. ME. frentik, 
frantik - (O)F. frenetique phrenetic. 
frap (naut.) bind tightly xvi. - OY.fraper (mod. 
frapper), of unkn. orig. 
frass excrement from larvae, xix. - G., f .fressen 
devour (see fret'). 

frater (hist.) refectory in a religious house, xm. 
ME. freitore, freit(o)ur - OF. fraitur, aphetic of 
refreitor - medL. refectorium refectory. 

fraternal xv. - medL. frdternalis, f. L. frd- 
ternus, i. frater brother; see -al\ So fraternity 
xrv. - (O)F. - L. fraternize xvn, frater¬ 
nization xvin. - F. 

fratricide1 one who kills his (or her) brother 
xv. - F. fratricide or L. frdtricida, f. frater, see 
prec. and -cide1. So fratricide* killing of one’s 
brother, xvi. - (O)F. fratricide or late L. fra- 
tricidium\ see -cide*. 

fraud xrv. - (O)F. fraude - L.fraus, fraud-. So 
fraudulent xv. - OF. or L. 

fraught (arch.) laden xiv; stored, supplied xv; 
attended with xvi. pp. of tfraught load (a ship) 
xiv - MDu. vrachten, f. vracht - MLG. vracht 
beside vrecht freight, prob. corr. to OHG. freht 
earningsGmc. *fraaixtiz, f. *fra- for- + *aixtiz 
acquisition, property (rel. to owe). 

fraxinella species of dittany, xvn. modL., dim. 
of L.fraxinus ash (cf. birch). 

fray1 (arch.) frighten, xm. Aphetic of affray. 
Hence sb. alarm; disturbance, conflict, xrv. 

fray* frub xiv (in vbl. sb. fraying noise of fric¬ 
tion); tbruise; fclash, collide xv; spec, (of deer) 
rub their horns xvi; rub away xvm. - F. frayer, 
earlier freiierL.fricare rub. 

freak sudden change (as of fortune), capricious 
notion xvi; capricious prank xvn; product of 
sportive fancy xvm; monstrous individual of its 
kind xix. prob. of dial. orig. Hence as vb. 
variegate xvn (esp. pp. freaked), practise freaks 
xvii; gambol, frolic xix. 

freckle xrv. Early forms fracel, frakel, alt. of 
(dial.) freken, fraken - ON. freknur pi. Hence 
freckled xiv. 

free not in bondage or subject to control from 
outside. OE. freo = OFris., OS., OHG. fri (Du. 
vrij, G.frei), ON. *frir as in frjals free *frihals 
free-necked’), Goth, freis Gmc. *frijaz IE. 
*prijos, the stem of which is repr. also by Skr. 
priyd- dear, W. rhydd free, OS1. prijateli friend, 
OE. freogan love, set free, Goth, frijon love; cf. 
friend. The primary sense is dear’, freebooter 
piratical adventurer, xvi. - Du. vrijbuiter. free¬ 
dom OE. freodom. freeholder xv. tr. AN. 
fraunc tenaunt ‘free tenant’, one who possesses 
a freehold estate, AN. fraunc tenement ‘free 
holding’, free-lance military adventurer, xix; 
later esp. fig. freely OE.freolice. freeman OE. 
freoman. freemason fskilled worker in stone 
(perh. orig. one emancipated from the control of 
guilds) xrv; member of a fraternity which grew 
out of a practice of admitting to societies of 
stonemasons other persons not of that craft 
(first called accepted masons) xvn. freestone 
fine-grained sandstone or limestone, xrv. tr. OF. 
franche piere, AL. lapis liber, the adj meaning 
‘of superior quality’, free thinker one who 
refuses to submit his reason to the control of 

authority, xvn. free thought xvm. freewill 
unrestrained choice, (theol.) power of direct¬ 
ing one’s actions without constraint by neces¬ 
sity. xm. 

freesia xix. modL., f. the name of Friedrich 
H. T. Freese, German physician; see -la'. 

freeze pt. froze, pp. frozen (impers.) be so cold 
that ice forms OE.; be converted into ice xm; 
convert into ice xv. OE. str. vb.freosan = MLG., 
MDu. vresen (Du. vriezen), OHG. friosan (G. 
frieren), ON. frjosa Gmc. *freusan, f. *freus- 
*fraus- *frus- IE. *preus- *prous- *prus-, repr. 
by L. pruina hoarfrost, Skr. pru$vd. 

freight hire of a transport vessel xv; cargo, lad¬ 
ing xvi. - MLG., MDu. vrecht, var. of vracht (see 
FRAUGHT). 

French pert, to France. Late OE. frencisc 
Gmc. *fraijkiskaz, f. *Frarjkan- frank; see -ish*. 
Hence Frenchify xvi. 

frenzy mental derangement, (passing into) wild 
agitation of mind. xrv. - (O)F. frenesie - medL. 
phrenesia, for L. phrenesis - Gr. phrenesis, f. 
phrtn, phren- mind; see -y*. 

frequent (-crowded; tcommonly practised; ad¬ 
dicted to xvi; recurring often, constant, habitual 
xvn. - (O)F. frequent or L. frequens, -ent- crow¬ 
ded, frequent, of unkn. orig.; see -ent. So fre¬ 
quence xvi. - (O)F. - L.frequentia, whence also 
frequency xvi. frequent visit, associate with, 
resort to; tpractise. xv. - (O)F.frequenter or L. 
frequentare. frequentative (gram.) xvi. - L. 
fresco painting in water-colour on a wall, etc., 
before the plaster is dry. xvi. orig. in fresco, to/ 
fresco, fa fresco, repr. It. affresco, i.e. al fresco 
on the fresh (plaster)’; see fresh. 

fresh teager, ardent xn; brisk, vigorous; not 
salty xm; new, novel, recent; having the signs 
of newness, not tainted, sullied, or worn xrv; of 
wind xvi. - OF. freis, fern, fresche (mod. frais, 
fraiche) = It. fresco Rom. *friscus - Gmc. 
*friskaz, repr. by OE fersc in senses ‘not salted, 
not salt’ = OFris., MDu. fersc (Du. vers), OHG. 
frisc (G.frisch), ON. ferskr. Hence freshen xvii; 
see -en*. 

freshet stream of fresh water xvi; flood xvn. 
prob. - OF.freschet, f. frais fresh; see -et. 

fret' fdevour OE.; gnaw; also fig. xii; chafe, 
irritate, vex xm. OE. str. vb. fretan = MLG., 
MDu. vreten (Du. vreten), OHG. frezzan, (G. 
fressen), Goth, fraitan, f. Gmc. *fra- for-' + *etan 
eat. Hence as sb. xv. 

fret* (chiefly in pp. fretted) fadomed with in¬ 
terlaced work xrv; adorned with carved or em¬ 
bossed work xvii. prob. f. OF. freter, rel. to frete 
trellis, interlaced work (mod. frette), of unkn. 
orig. So sb. xiv. prob. - OF. frete. Comp, fret¬ 
work XVIII. 

fret* (mus.) bar of wood, etc., to regulate the 
pitch in some stringed instruments, xvi. of 
unkn. orig. 

friable easily reducible to powder, xvi. F. 
friable or L. friabilis, f. fridre crumble, rel. to 
fricdre rub; see -able. 

friar xm. ME.frere - (O)F frere brother, friar 
L. frater, fratr- brother 

fricandeau fricassee of veal. xvm. F.; of 
unkn. orig. 
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fricassee ragout of sliced meat. xvi. - F. fri¬ 
cassee, sb. use of fem. pp. offricasser mince and 
cook in gravy; of unkn. orig. 

fricative xix. - modL. fricativus, f. L. fricdre\ 
see next and -attve. 

friction xvi. - F. - L.frictid, -on-, i.fricare rub; 
see -noN. 

Friday OE.frigedxg, corr. to MLG., MDu. vri- 
dach (Du. vrijdag), OHG friatag (G.freitag); i.e. 
day of Frig = ON. Frigg name of the wife of 
Odin, prop. sb. use of fem. of Gmc. *frijaz noble, 
free; WGmc. tr. of late L. Veneris dies day of the 
planet Venus. 

friend OE freond, pi .friend = OS friund (Du. 
vriend), OHG. friunt (G. freund), ON. (with 
change of decl. in the sg.) fraendi, Goth, frijonds, 
Gmc. prp. formation on *frijdjan (whence OE. 
freogan, Goth, frijon love), f. *frijaz beloved, 
FREE. 

frieze1 coarse woollen cloth with a nap. xv. - F. 
/rise - medL. *(lana) frisia Frisian wool, 
frieze* (archit.) member of entablature between 
architrave and cornice, xvi. - F. /rise - medL. 
frisium. var. of frigium, for L. Phrygium (sc 
opus) Phrygian work. 

frigate (orig.) light swift vessel (later variously 
applied), xvi. - F. fregate - It. fregata, of unkn. 
orig. 

fright sb. OE. fryhto, var. of fyrhto = Goth. 
faurhteiGmc. *furxtin, f. *furxtaz afraid, repr. 
by OE.forht, etc. No known cogns. outside Gmc. 
So vb. terrify. OE.fryhta, var. offyrhtan = OS. 
forahtian, OHG. foria)htan, furihlen (G. fiirch- 
ten), Goth, faurhtjan. Superseded by frighten 
xvn. See -en®. 

frigid xvii (once xv). - L. frigidus, f. frigere be 
cold, f. frigus cold; see -id1. So frigidity xv. - 
F. - late L. 

frill wavy ornamental edging, xvi. contemp. 
with the corr. vb ; of unkn. orig. 

fringe ornamental border of stuff with de¬ 
pendent threads xrv; edging, border xvii. Late 
ME.frenge - OF. frenge, fringe (mod. /range) 
Rom. *frimbria, alt. of late L. fimbria, earlier 
only pi. fibres, shreds, fringe. Hence as vb. xv. 

frippery fold clothes xvi (freprie)\ finery in 
dress xvn; empty display xvm. - F.friperie, OF. 
freperie, f. frepe, ferpe, etc. rag, old clothes, of 
unkn. orig.; see -ery. 

frisk move briskly and sportively, xvi. f. frisk 
adj. brisk, lively - OF frisque vigorous, lively, 
of unkn. orig. 

frit calcined mixture of sand, etc., to be melted 
to form glass, xvn. - It. fritta (perh. through F. 
fritte), sb. use of fem. pp. offriggere fry*. 

fritillary plant of the genus Fritillaria xvn; 
spotted butterfly xix. - modL. fritillaria, f. L. 
fritillus dice-box, presumably applied to the 
chessboard; so named in ref. to the markings of 
the corolla. Cf. -ary. 

fritter' portion of batter fried in oil, etc. xiv. - 
(O)F friture Rom. *frictura, f.frict-, pp stem 
of L. frigere fry*; see -ure 

fritter* fbreak into fragments; do away with 

piecemeal, waste in trifling, xvni. t. fritters frag¬ 

ments (xvii), expressive alt. of (dial.) fitters (xvi), 

f. tfitter break into small fragments; see -efV 

frivolous xv. f. L. (mainly late) frivolus silly, 
trifling + -ous. Hence, by back-formation, colloq. 
frivol vb. xix. frivolity xvm. - F., f. (0)F./ri- 
vole adj. - L. frivolus. 

friz(z) curl (the hair) in crisp curls, xvn. ear¬ 
liest forms freeze, frize - F.friser, of unkn. orig. 

frizzle frizz (the hair), xvi. first in pp. frisled, 
and earlier than friztz), of which it might be 
supposed to be a deriv.; of symbolic orig. 

fro prep, (now dial.) from xn; adv. in to and fro 
xm. - ON. fra from. 

frock long eccl. open-sleeved habit; long coat or 
tunic; skirted outer garment, gown. xiv. - (O)F. 
froc - Frankish *hroc (= OHG. hroc). 
frog1 tailless amphibious animal. OE. frogga, 
similar in form to docga dog, etc.; rel. to OE. 
forsc, frost, frox = MLG., Du. vorsch, OHG./rose 
(G.frosch), ON. froskr Gmc. *froskaz, prob. 
*frudskaz, f. *frud- *fraud- *frud-, whence also 
ME. frude, froude (xn-xv) frog or toad, ON. 
fraudr. 
frog* substance in the sole of a horse’s hoof, 
prob. a transf. use of frog' partly induced by 
the formal similarity of synon. It forchetta and 
Fr.fourchette, dim. offorca. fourche fork. 

frog® attachment to the waist belt to carry a 
sword, etc.; ornamental fastening for a military 
coat. xvm. of unkn. orig. 

frolic fjoyous; sportive, xvi (frowlyke). - Du. 
vrolijk, f. (M)Du. vro glad, joyous (= OS., OHG. 
frao, fro, G. froh, ON, frdr swift) + -lijk -ly'. 
Hence as vb. xvi, whence as sb. xvn. 

from prep. OE. fram, from = OS., OHG., Goth. 
from, ON .fra fro; f .fra- = pro-' + -m suffix (cf. 
Gr. promos foremost). The primary sense was 
‘forward’; cf. ON. fram(m) = Goth, framis (com 
par.) forward (adv.), OE. fram, from, OH.framr 
forward, valiant; see also frame. 

frond (bot.) leaf-like organ formed by the union 
of stem and foliage, xvm. - E. frons, frond- leaf, 

front (arch.) forehead, face xm; foremost part 
xrv. - (O)F. front forehead L. frons, front-. 
Hence frontage (rare before xix), frontal adj. 
xvii. So frontal fomament for the forehead; 
covering for the front of an altar, xiv. - OF. 
frontel - L. frontale. frontier ffront part xrv; 
boundary of a country xv. - (O)F frontiere. 

frontispiece principal face of a building xvi; 
pediment; ffront page of a book, illustration fa¬ 
cing the title-page xvn. - F. frontispice or late 
L. frontispicium examination of the forehead, 
countenance, facade, f. L. frons, front- front+ 
-spicium (cf. auspice); early assim. in sp. to piece. 

frore (dial.) frozen xm; (arch.) very cold, frosty 
xv. obs. pp. of freeze (OE. froren). 

frost OE. frost, usu. forst = OS., (O)HG., ON. 
frost (Du. vorst) Gmc. *frustaz, -am, f. wk. 
grade of *freusan freeze + abstr. suffix -t-. The 
form frost was doubtless established by ON. 
influence. Hence frosty xiv. 

froth sb. xiv. - ON. froda or fraud, f. Gmc. 
*freup- *fraub- *frup-. Hence vb. xrv. 

frou-frou rustling, as of silk xix - F., of imit. 
orig. 

froward perverse, refractory, xm. f. fro + 
-ward. 

frown vb. xiv. - OF. fro(i)gnier (surviving in 
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renfrogner), f. froigne surly look, of Celt. orig. 
(cf. W .ffroen nose). 

frowzy fusty, musty xvii; dirty and unkempt 
xvm. prob. rel. to earlier synon. (dial.) frowy 
(xvi), tfrowish (xvii), and later frowsty (xix). of 
unkn. orig. 

fructify bear fruit xiv, make fruitful xvi. - 
(O)F. fructifier - L. fructificare, f. fructus fruit; 

see -fy. So fructuous xiv. - OF. or L.; see -ous. 
frugal sparing in the use of things xvi; spar¬ 
ingly supplied xvn. - L.frugalis, back-formation 
from frugalior, -issimus, compar. and superl. of 
frugi indeclinable adj. (evolved from phr. frugi 
bonae 'to good advantage’, serviceable, useful), 
d. of frux, chiefly pi. fruges produce of the soil 
(cf. fruit); see -al'. So frugality xvi. - (O)F. 
or L. 

fruit (esp. pi.) vegetable products gen. xn; edible 
products of a tree; (arch.) offspring; produce, 
product xiii. - (O)F.L .fructus (enjoyment of) 
the produce of the soil, fruit, revenue, f. *frug, 
base of frui enjoy, perh. orig. feed on, fruges 
'fruits’ of the earth; cf. brook*. So fruit vb. bear 
fruit, xiv. fruiterer xv. Extension with -er1 of 
fruiter (xv) - (O)F. fruitier (see -er*). fruitful 

im. fruitless ineffectual xiv; unproductive xv; 
unavailing xix. 

fruition enjoyment, peaceable possession, xv. - 

(O)F. - late L fruitio, -on-, {.frui enjoy; see fruit, 

-TION. 

frumenty, furmety dish made of hulled 
wheat boiled in milk, xiv - OF fru ,fourmentee, 
f. fru-, fourment (mod. froment) wheatL fru- 
merit urn, see -y*. 

frump tsneer, jeer, hoax xvi; (pi., dial.) ill 
humour, sulks xvn; dowdy woman xix. prob. 
shortening of (dial.) frumple wrinkle (xrv), as 
vb - MDu. verrompelen, f. ver- for - + rompelen 
RUMPLE. 

frustrate vb. xv. f. frustrate pp. (xv) - L. fru- 
strdtus, pp. offrustrare, f. frustra in vain, rel. to 
fraus fraud; see -ate*. So frustration xvi. - L. 
frustum xvii. - L., ‘piece cut off. 
frutescent (bot.) becoming shrubby, xvm. 
irreg. f. L frutex bush +-escent. So frutieose 

shrub-like. xvn. - L. fruticosus. frutex (bot.) 
shrub, xvn. 

fry* toffspring; young of fish xiv; young or in¬ 
significant creatures xv. Implied in AL. frium 
xm-xiv. - ON. *frio, *frjo seed = Goth, fraiw, of 
unkn. orig. 

fry* cook in boiling fat. xm. - (O)F. frire = It. 
friggere L. frigere (cf. Gr. phrtLgein, Skr. 
bhrjjati grill). 

fuchsia xvm. modL., named after Leonhard 
Fuchs, G. botanist (d. 1566); see -ia*. 

fucus fcosmetic xvi; genus of seaweeds xvm. - 
L. file us rock-lichen, red dye or cosmetic - Gr. 
phiikos. 

fuddle tipple; intoxicate, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
fudge' patch up, fake, xvii perh. alt. of earlier 
fudge, occas. fodge fit, adjust and ult. identical 
with ME. fage, dial, fudge deceive, beguile, of 
unkn. orig. Hence sb. made up story, deceit; int. 
stuff and nonsense! xvm. 

fudge* soft sweetmeat, xix. perh. f. prec. 
fuel sb. xiv. - AN.fuaille.fewaille, OF. fouaille 

Rom. *foedlia (in medL, obligation to furnish or 
right to demand fuel), f. focus fire (see focus). 

Hence as vb. xvi. 
fug stuffy atmosphere, xix. of symbolic orig. 
fugacious fleeting xvn; failing or fading early 
xvm. f. L.fugdx,fugac-, i.fugere flee; see -acious. 

fugitive adj. and sb. xiv. - (O)F.fugitif, -ive - L. 
fugitivus, -iva, f. fugit-, pp. stem of fugere flee; 

see -ive. 

fugue (mus.) xvi. - F. fugue or its source It. 
fuga - L fuga flight, rel. to fugere flee. Hence 
fugal xix. 

-fill* suffix appended to sbs., forming adjs. orig. 
with meaning ‘full of, which has in many 
instances weakened to ‘characterized by’, ‘hav¬ 
ing’, ‘possessing the qualities or attributes of 
what is denoted by the sb. OE. formations are 
repr. by careful, harmful, rightful, shameful, 
sorrowful, wilful, many comps, of OE orig. did 
not survive, but new ones arose in abundance in 
ME. and later, as beautiful, delightful, gainful, 
hateful, lawful, tearful, many have both sub¬ 
jective and objective meanings. Based on 
vb.-stems are mournful, resentful. Special cases 
are bashful, forgetful, grateful, thankful. 

-ful* suffix repr. the adj- full and forming sbs. 
denoting a receptacle filled with a substance, 
and hence the quantity that fills or would fill it. 
There are a few exx. in OE., the chief of which 
is handful. The suffix soon became of universal 
application. 

fulcrum prop, support, spec, in mechanics. 
xvn. L .fulcrum post or foot of a couch, f. base of 
fulcire support. 
fulfil ffill up OE ; tfurnish fully; satisfy, carry 
out xm. Late OE.fullfyllan (once), f. full + fill*. 

fulgent (arch.) glittering, xv. - L.fulgens, -ent-, 
prp offulgere shine; see -ent. 

fuliginous sooty, xvi. - late L. fuliginosus, f. 
fuligo, fuligin- soot, prob. rel. to fumus smoke, 
fume; see -ous and cf. F. fuligineux, perh. the 
immed. source. 

full adj. OE. full = OS. ful (Du. vol), OUG.foll 
(G. volt), ON. fullr, Goth, fulls Gmc. *fullaz 
*fulnaz IE. p(nos, whence also OIr. Ian, Lith. 
pilnas, OS1. plunu, Skr. purnd-, f. IE. *pol- *pel- 
*pl- with the vars. *ple- *plo-, repr. by OE. fela, 
OHG.filu (G. viel), Gr. polus, Skr. puru- many, 
abundant, L. plenus, Gr. plires full, 

fuller one who cleanses and thickens cloth by 
treading or beating. OE fullere - L fullo, with 
native suffix er'. So full vb. xiv. prob. back- 
formation infl. by (O)F. fouler or medL.fulldre. 

fulmar sea-bird. xvn. orig. a word of the Heb¬ 
rides dial.; perh. f. ON. full foul (with ref. to the 
bird’s offensive smell) + mar gull. mew'. 

fulminate thunder forth; orig. a rendering of 
medL. fulmindre, used spec, of formal censure 
by eccl. authority, xv. f. pp stem of L.fulmindre, 
f. fulmen, -min- lightning; see -ate*. So fulmi- 
nation xvi. - L. 

fulsome fabundant, plentiful xm; twell-grown; 
tsatiating, cloying; offensive xiv. f. full + 
-some'; perh. infl. by ME ful foul. 

fumble speak haltingly; use the hands clum 
sily. xvi. - LG fummeln, Du fommelen. 

fume sb. xiv. - (i) OF. fum L. fumus, (ii) OF. 
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fume, f.fumerL fumare smoke, whence fume 
vb. xiv. So fumigate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. fu- 
migare, see -ate*, fumigation xiv. - (0)F. or 
medL 

fumitory plant of the genus Fumaria. xiv (fu- 
meterre). - (0)F.fumeterre - medL. fumus terrx 
‘smoke of the earth’; so named because its 
growth was supposed to resemble the spread of 
smoke over the ground; assim. to words in -ary, 
-ory1. 

fun thoax, practical joke xvii; diversion, sport 
xviii. f. tfun vb. hoax (xvii). prob. dial. var. of 
1fon make a fool of (see fond). Hence funny 
comical xviii; queer, odd xix. 

funambulist rope-walker, xviii. f. F. fu- 
nambule, It., Sp funambulo, or their source L. 
fiinambulus, f funis rope + ambulare walk; see 
-1ST. 

function action or activity proper to anything 
xvi; religious or other public ceremony xvii; 
(math.) variable quantity in relation to other 
variables xviii. - (O)F.fonction - L.fundid, -on-, 
(.fungi,fund- perform; see -tion. Hence vb. xix. 
functional xvii, functionary xviii. 

fund A. fbottom, foundation, basis; B. source of 
supply; stock of money, xvii. refash, of tfond 
after L. fundus bottom, piece of land, farm, 
estate, which is the ult. source of F.fond bottom, 
basis, and fonds stock; Eng .fond and fund were 
used xvii indifferently in both these senses. 
Hence vb. xviii. 

fundament foundation; buttocks, anus, xm 
ME . funde , fondement, later fund, fondment - 
(0)F. fondement L. funddmentum, f. fundare 
found' (see -ment); latinized forms (fonda) ap¬ 
pear xiv. So fundamental xv. - F. or late L„ 
whence fundamentalism, -ist xx. 

funebrial xvii. f. L funebris, f.funus funeral; 

see -ial. 
funeral adj. xiv; sb. xvi. The adj is - OF 
funeral - late L. funeralis, f. funus, funer ob¬ 
sequies, death, corpse, the sb. is - (O)F. 
funeraille(s) - medL. funeralia, see -al'. So 
funereal xviii. f. L.funereus. 

fungible (leg.) that can serve for another 
(thing), xvm. - medL. fungibilis, f. fungi per¬ 
form; see -ible. 

fungus mushroom or the like xvi; spongy ex¬ 
crescence xvii. - L. fungus, perh. connected with 
Gr. sp(h)oggos, sponge. So fungous xv - L. 
fungosus. 
funicular pert, to a hypothetical filament of 

rarefied matter xvii; depending on a rope or its 

tension xix. f. L. funiculus, dim. of funis rope + 
AR 

funk cowering fear, panic, xviii (first recorded 
as Oxford Univ. si ), perh. identical with si. funk 
tobacco smoke. So vb. show fear, xviii. 

funnel xv. ME. fonel (prob. orig. a term of the 
wine trade with the S. of France) - Pr. (en)fon- 
ilh L. infundibulum, (late) fundibulum, f. 
(infundere pour (in); see found2. 

funny see fun. 

fur sb. xiv. f. fur vb. line or trim with fur xiii; 
cover, become covered, with a coating (whence 
a new sb. xix) xvii. - AN *furrer, OF forrer 
(mod. fourrer) line, sheathe f. OF. for re, fuerre - 

Gmc. *fodram sheath (OE foddor, OHG fuotar, 
G.futter, ON fodr, Goth, fodr), f. IE. *po- protect. 
Hence furry xvii; see -y'. 

furbelow pleated border; pi. showy trimming. 
xviii. alt. of synon. and contemp./a/ba/a - F., of 
unkn. orig. 

furbish remove rust from, brighten up. xiv. - 
OF. forbiss-, lengthened stem (see -ish2) offorbir 
(mod. fourbir) - Gmc. *furbjan (OHG furben). 

furcate forked, xix. - late L. furcatus, f.furca 
fork; see -ate2. So furcation xvii. 

furious see fury. 

furl xvi. - (O)F ferler, earlierfer(m)lier, f.ferim) 
firm + Her bind. 

furlong OE. furlang, f. furh furrow + lang 
long'; orig. the length of the furrow in the com¬ 

mon field. 

furlough xvii (vorloffe, fore-loofe, furlogh). - 
Du. verlof modelled on G. verlaub, f. uer- for-' 

+ *laub- leave1. 

furmety see frumenty. 

furnace xm. - OF fornais m , fern. (mod. four- 
naise) L.forndx, -ac-, and popL. *fornatia, f. 
L ,fornus,furnus oven, rel to formas warm. 

furnish faccomplish; supply, provide xv - OF. 
furniss-, lengthened stem (see -ish2) of furnir 
(mod. four nir)Rom. *fornire, alt. of * for mire, 
*fromire - Gmc. *frumjan (OS. frummian, OHG. 
frummen) promote, accomplish, supply. So fur¬ 

niture taction of furnishing; provision, equip¬ 
ment (with various applications); the sense 
‘movable articles in a room, etc.’ is peculiarly 
Eng. xvi. - F. fourniture (OF. forneture). 

furore xix. - It.L. furor, -or-, f furere rage, 
furrier xvi. alt., after clothier, etc., of ME .fur- 
our - OF forreor (mod. fourreur), f. forrer trim 
with fur. Hence furriery xviii. See y8. 

furrow OE. furh = OFns. furch, MLG., MDu. 
core (Du. voor), OHG furuh (G.furche), ON for 
trench, drain, f. Gmc. base *furx , rel. to L porca 
ridge between furrows, W. rhych furrow, 

further to or at a more advanced point OE ; in 
addition xii (amplified to furthermore xm); at 
a greater distance xiv. OE. furdor, -ur, corr. to 
OFris further, OS furdor (early mod. Du. voor 
der), OHG. furdar, -ir, f. Gmc. *furp- forth + 
compar. suffix (see -ers). 

furtive xv (rare before xvii). - (0)F.furtif -ive 
or L.furtivus, -iva, f.furt- m furtum theft, rel. to 
fur thief; see -ive. 

furuncle boil, inflamed tumour, xvii. - L. fu 
runculus petty thief, knob on a vine (‘stealing’ 
the sap), boil, dim of fur (see prec). 

fury xiv. - (O)F furie - L.furia, f.furiosus mad, 
f. furere rage So furious xiv 

furze OE. fyrs, of uncert orig. (Gr prason, L. 
porrum leek corr formally, but have no con 
nection of meaning). 

fuscous dusky xvii. f L. fuse us (see dusk) 4 

-ous. 
fuse1, fuze cord, casing, etc., filled with com¬ 
bustible material for igniting explosive, xvii. - 
It. fuso L.fusus spindle 

fuse2 melt with intense heat. xvii. f. fus-, pp. 
stem of L. fundere pour, melt, found2 So fus¬ 

ible capable of fusion, xiv (readopted xvii). - 

medL. fusile xrv. - L. 
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fuselage xx. - F., f. fuseler shape like a spindle, 
f. fuseau spindle; see -age. 

fusil fsteel for a tinder-box xvi; light musket 
xvu. - (O)F. popL. 'focile, f. focus (in popL.) 
fire; see focus. So fusilier orig. soldier armed 
with a fusil, xvn. See -ierj. fusillade xix. 

fusion melting xvi; union as if by melting 
xvih. - F .fusion or L.fusid, -on-, if us-, pp. stem 
offundere pour; see found*, -sign. 

fuss sb. and vb. xvm. of unkn. orig. 
fustanella white kilt worn by men in Albania 
and Greece, xix. - It., f. rnodGr. phoustani, Alb. 
fustan, prob. - It.fustagno fustian. 
fustian fcoarse cloth; thick twilled cotton cloth 
xn; as adj. fig- bombastic, pretentious xvi. - OF. 
fustaigne (mod. futaine), repr. medL. (tela) fa¬ 
stened, (pannus) fustdneus, i.e. cloth of Fostat, 
suburb of Cairo, from which such cloth was 
exported. 

fustigate (joe.) cudgel, xvn. f. pp. stem of late 
L. fustigdre, f. fustis cudgel; see -ate8. So fu- 
stigatioK xvi. - L. 

fusty stale-smelling xiv; also fig. xvn. - OF. 
fuste, f. fust trunk of a tree, barrel L. fustis 
dub. 

futile xvi. - L. futilis, better futtilis, lit. ‘that 
pours out’, f. *fud-, base of fundere pour; see 
found*, -ele. So futility xvn. - F. or L. 

futtock (naut.) one of the middle timbers of the 
frame of a ship. xm. ME. (pi.) votekes, futtokes, 
foteken- perh. repr. MDu. voetkijn, dim. of voet 
foot (see -kin), with assim. to -qck. 

future adj. and sb. xrv. - (0)F futur - L.futurus, 
fut. ppl. of esse, f. *fu-\ see be. Hence futurism 

belief that biblical prophecies are still to be 
fulfilled xix; in art use (xx) - F. - It. So futurity 
xvn. 

fuze see fuse*. 

fuzzy spongy xvn; fluffy xvm. cf. Du. uoos 
spongy, LG. fussig spongy (cf. synon. Sc. fozy 
xix); see y'. So or hence fuzz loose, volatile 
matter xvn, fuzz-ball fungus, puff-ball xvi. 

-fy suffix forming vbs., the oldest of which were 
adoptions of F. vbs. in -fier, derived from L. vbs. 
in -fiedre, -ari (orig. f. adjs. in -ficus -fic) or mod¬ 
elled on these. The L. words fall into three clas¬ 
ses according to the force of the suffix, viz. (i) 
‘make’, ‘convert into something’, as sedificare 
edify, pdeifiedre pacify; (ii) ‘bring into a certain 
state’, as modifiedre modify, sanctificare sanc¬ 

tify; (iii) with causative sense, as horrifiedre 
horrify. In medL. -fiedre was substituted for 
-facere, so that F. and Eng. words in -fier, -fy 
often corr. to L. words in -facere, e.g. satisfier 
satisfy, stupefier stupefy. The suffix normally 
takes the form -ify, which has been conse¬ 
quently generalized for new formations (e.g. co¬ 
dify xvm, indemnify xvn) and has been freely 
used (esp. for trivial and joc. coinages), with the 
senses: ‘make a specified thing’, as speechify, 
‘assimilate to the character of something’, as 
countrify (chiefly in pp ); ‘invest with cer¬ 
tain attributes’, as Frenchify. An early ex. is 
beautify, crucify is a special case. 
Nouns of action corr. to vbs. in -ify end in 

-ification-, those corr. to vbs. in efy end in 
faction. 
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gab (colloq.) talking, talk. xvm. var of dial, gob 
(xvii, gift of the gob), prob. a use of north, dial, 
and si. gob mouth (xvi; var. gab xvm), poss. - 
Gael., Ir. gob beak, mouth, 

gabardine see gaberdine. 

gabble talk volubly xvi; (of geese) gaggle xvii. - 

MDu. gabbelen, of imit. orig. Cf. gab. 

gabbro (min.) rock composed of feldspar and 
diallage. xix. - It. (Tuscan) L. glaber, glabr- 
smooth. 

gaberdine loose upper garment, xvi. Earliest 
form gawbardine - OF. gauvardine, gal- 
levardine, perh. f. MHG. wallevart pilgrimage; 
Sp. gabardina is closest to the present form. In 
the form gabardine adopted as the name of a 
dress material xx. 

gabion (fortif.) wicker basket filled with earth, 
xvi. - F. - It. gabbione, augm. of gabbia cage, 

gable xiv (gavel, gable), of twofold orig., - (i) 
ON. gafl and (ii) OF. gable, itself prob. - the ON. 
word; the corr. words in the other Gmc. langs. 
mean ‘fork’ (OE. geafol, OHG. gabala, G. gabel, 
etc ), the words for gable’ showing another 
vowel-grade, e g. MDu. ghevel, OHG. gibil (G. 
giebel), Goth, gibla. 

gaby (colloq.) simpleton, xvm. dial, and si. in 
orig.; see - y®. 

gad1 go idly from place to place, xv. prob. back- 
formation from fgadling companion, (low) 
fellow, (later) wanderer, vagabond, OE. gaedel- 
ing (rel. to gather). 

gad* euphem. pronunc. of God in oaths, esp. (by) 
gad!. XVII. Cf. BEGAD, EGAD, GADZOOKS. 

gadfly cattle-biting fly. xvi. f. fgad spike (- ON. 
gaddr, rel. yard*) + fly'. 

gadget xix. orig. a seaman’s term; of unkn. orig. 
gadoid pert, to the Gadidae (cod-fishes), xix. f. 
modL. gadus - Gr. gados kind of fish + -oid. 

gadroon one of a set of curved lines used in 
decoration, xvm. - F.godron, prob. rel. to goder 
pucker, crease; see -oon. 

gadzooks (arch.) mild expletive, xvii. perh. for 
God’s hooks, i.e. God’s nails, sc. of Christ cru¬ 
cified; see gad*. 

Gael Celtic native of the Scottish Highlands, 
xix. - Sc. Gaelic Gaidheal, corr. to Ir. Goidel. 
Hence Gaelic xvm. 

gaff* hook xm; fishing-spear xvii; steel spur 
xvm. - Pr. gaf hook, of uncert. orig. 

gaff1 (si.) secret, in phr. blow the gaff. xix. of 
unkn. orig 

gaffe (si.) indiscreet act, faux pas xix. - F gaffe, 
f. gaffer - Pr. gafar seize, f. gaf gaff'. 

gaffer xvi. prob. contr. of godfather; cf. 
gammer. 

gag fsuffocate, choke xv; stop the mouth of xvi. 
perh. imit. Hence sb. xvi. 

gaga (si.) daft. xx. - F., of imit. orig. 
gage1 pledge, security xrv. - (O)F., ult. - Gmc 
*wadjam (see wed). Cf. wage. So vb. tpledge. 

pawn; fstake, wager, xvi. - (O)F. gager or 
aphetic of engage. 

gage* see greengage. 

gage® var. of gauge 

gaggle (of geese) cackle, xiv imit.; cf. MHG. 
gdgen, gagern cry like a goose, Du. gaggelen 
gabble, ON. gagl gosling Cf -le5 Hence as sb. 
flock (of geese), xv. 

gaiety, gaily see gay. 

gain sb. xv. - (O)F. gain m., gaigne fern. (mod. 
gagne), f. gaigner (mod. gagner, hence gain vb 
xvi) - OF. gaaigner, of Gmc. orig.; cf. OHG. 
weidenen graze, pasture, forage, etc., f. Gmc. 
*waibb (OHG. weida fodder, pasture, hunting, 
OE. wad, ON. veidr hunting). Hence gainful xvi. 

gainsay pt. gainsaid xm. f. gain-, formerly a 
common prefix meaning against’, ‘in oppo¬ 
sition’ (see again) + SAY1. 

gait xvi. A particular use of gate*, which is 
otherwise obs. in gen. use; the sp. was es¬ 
tablished xvm. 

gaiter xvm. - F. guetre, perh. repr *wistr-, var. 

of Gmc. *wirst-, * wrist- (G. rist instep, withers); 
see wrist. 

gala festive attire xvii; ffestivity, gaiety xvm; 

festive occasion xix. - F. gala or its source It. 
gala - Sp. - OF. gale rejoicing, f. galer rejoice 

(of Gmc orig.). 

galacto- comb, form of Gr. gala, galakt- milk. 
XVII. 

galantine tsauce for fish and fowl xiv; jellied 
meat xvm. - F., alt. ofgalatine - medL. galatina. 

galanty show pantomime of shadows thrown 
on a screen, xix. perh. - It. galanti, pi. of galante 
gallant. 

galaxy the Milky Way xiv; brilliant assemblage 
xvii. - (O)F. galaxie - medL. galaxia, late L. 
galaxias - Gr. galaxias, f. gala, galakt- milk; see 
-Y*. 

galbanum gum resin from species of ferula, 
xrv. - L. - Gr khalbdne, of Sem orig. 

gale1 bog myrtle. OE. gagel(le) = MDu. gaghel, 
Du., G. gagel. 

gale* strong wind. xvi. of unkn. orig. 
galeated helmet shaped; helmeted. xvii. f. L. 
galedtus, f. galea helmet+ -ed’. Also galeate 
xvm. See -ate* 

galena lead ore. xvii. - L. 
galilee porch or chapel at the entrance of a 
church, xv. - OF. galilee - medL. gahlxa, the 
name of a province of Palestine. First recorded 
of Durham cathedral, and taken up thence by 
antiquarian writers of xix. 

galimatias meaningless language, xvii. - F., 
of unkn. orig. 

galingale E. Indian aromatic root xm; kind of 
sedge xvi. - OF. galingal - Arab, kalanjan - 
Pers. 

gall' bile; bitterness, xii. - ON. gall, corr. to OE. 
gealla, OS., OHG. galla (Du. gal, G. galle) 
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Gmc. *3allam, *3allan-, -on, f. IE. *ghol- *ghel- 
(repr. by Gr. kholi, L.fel bile); cf. yellow 

gall1 swelling, pustule xrv; bare spot xvi. - 
MLG , MDu. galle (Du. gat), corr. to OE. gealla 
sore on a horse, (M)HG. galle, ON. galli fault, 
flaw, perh. identical with prec. Hence galled 

sore from chafing xrv (cf. OE. geallede)-, whence 
gall vb. chafe, fret xrv. 

gall* excrescence growing on the oak, etc. xiv. - 
(O)F. galie L. galla. 

gallant A. fadj. splendid xv; tfine, stately xvi; 
chivalrously brave xvi; B. attentive to women; 
amatory xvn; sb. (fine) gentleman xrv; lady’s 
man xv. - (O)F. galant, prp. of galer make 
merry, make a show (cf. gala). Hence gallan¬ 

try XVII. 

galleon xvi (gail3eown). - MDu. galjoen, - 
(O)F galion, augm. of galie galley or - Sp. 
galeon. 

gallery fcovered walk, colonnade xv; long bal¬ 
cony; apartment for the exhibition of works of 
art xvi. - (0>F. galerie - It. galleria gallery, 
fchurch porch - medL. galeria, perh. alt. of 
galilxa GALILEE. 

galley low flat-built sea going vessel xiii; large 
open rowing-boat xv; ship’s kitchen xvm. - OF. 
galie (mod. galee) - medL. galea, medGr. galaia 

gall iambic kind of lyric metre, xix. f. L. gal- 
liambus song of the Galli or priests of Cybele, 
+ -ic; see iambic. 

galliard fvaliant; (arch.) lively, gay xiv. - 
(O)F. gaillard, perh. f. Rom. *gallia strength, 
power, of Celt, orig.; see -ard. As the name of a 
lively dance (xvi) - F. galliarde, sb. use of fern, 
acij. 

gallic (chem.) name of a crystalline acid oc 
curring in gall-nuts, xviii. - F. gallique, f. galle 
gall*; see -ic. 

Gallic Gaulish, French, xvii. - L. Gallicus, f. 
Gallus, Gallia Gaul (see Gaulish), So Galilean 
xvi. - F. gallican or L. Gallicanus. Gallicism 
xvn. - F. See -ic, an. 

galligaskins (arch.) wide hose or breeches 
xvi; (dial.) leggings xix. Early forms gal- 
logascaine, galeygascoyne, galigascon, preceded 
by or contemp. with gaily slopes, breeches, hose, 
and gaskin, gascoigne hose, perh. ult. f. F. tgar- 
guesque, var. of tgreguesque - It. grechesca, sb. 
use of fern, of grechesco Greek; there has been 
blending with Gascon, but the origin of galli- 
remains unkn. 

gallimaufry hodge-podge, jumble, xvi. - F. 
galimqfree, of unkn. orig. 

gallinaceous pert, to the Gallinae (domestic 
poultry, etc.), xvm. f. L. gallinaceus, f. gallina 
hen, f. gallus cock; see -aceous. 

gal(l)iot small galley, xiv. - (O)F. galiote - It. 
galeotta, dim. of medL. galea galley. 

gallipot small earthen pot. xv (gal{e)y pott). 
prob. f. galley + pot, as orig. denoting pottery 
brought in galleys, i.e from the Mediterranean, 

gallium (chem.) metallic element, xix. modL., 
said to be f. L. gallus cock, tr. the name of its 
discoverer, Lecoq de Boisbaudran; see -ium. 

gallivant xix. of unkn. orig. 
Gallo- used as comb, form (see -o ) of L. Gallus 
inhabitant of Gaul. 

gallon xm. - ONF galon, var. oijalon Rom 
*gallone, f. base of medL. galleta, galletum, 
perh. of Celt. orig. 

galloon ribbon or braid for trimming, xvii. - F. 
galon, f. galonner trim with braid, of unkn. orig.; 
see oon. 

gallop vb. xv.; sb. xvi. - (O)F. galoper, galop, 
for which see wallop. 

gallows apparatus for hanging a person 
xm (galu treo, galwe tree, galwes). - ON. galgi 
= OE. gealga, galga, OS., OHG. galgo (Du. galg, 
G. galgen), Goth, galga Gmc. *3al3an-. 

galoot (si.) raw soldier or marine; U S. (un¬ 
couth) fellow, xix. of unkn. orig. 

galop lively dance, xix. - F. (see gallop). 

galore xvii. - Ir. go l(e)or, i.e. go to, leor suffi 
ciency. 

galosh, golosh fwooden shoe, patten; (now) 
over-shoe. xiv. - (O)F. galoche, irreg. repr. late 
L. gallicula, dim. of L. gallica, sb. use of gallicus 
Gallic, prob. ‘Gaulish sandal’, 

galumph invented by ‘Lewis Carroll’ (C. L. 
Dodgson) in ‘Through the Looking-glass’, 1871; 
a portmanteau’ word combining gallop and tri¬ 
umphant. Cf. CHORTLE. 

galvanism electricity developed by chemical 
action, xvm. - F. galvanisme, f. the name of 
Luigi Galvani, who first described the 
phenomenon; see -ism. So galvanic xvm, 
galvanize xix. 

gambado sb. bound, spring, xix. - Sp. 
gambada, f. gamba leg; see -ado. 

gambier astringent extract from the plant Un- 
caria gambier. xix. - Malay gambir name of the 
plant. 

gambit opening at chess, xvn (gambett). - It 
gambetto tripping up, f. gamba leg (cf. jamb); 

the form in -it is via F. 
gamble xvm. prob. continuing ^gamel (xvi) 
play games, sport, alt. (with assim. to -le*) of 
tgamene, early form of game vb. 

gamboge gum-resin from E. Asian trees, used 
as a pigment, xvm. - modL. gambaugium, var 
of cambugium, -bugia, -bogia, f. Cambodia, for 
mer name of the Khmer Republic, 

gambol sb. xvi (gambad(e)). - F. gambade - It. 
gambata trip-up, f. gamba leg; the forms show 
the development gambade, gambaude, gam- 
bauld, gambold, gambol (xvii). Also as vb. xvi. 

gambrel (dial.) stick for stretching xvi; horse’s 
hock xvii; kind of roof xix. - ONF. gamberel, f. 
gambier forked stick, f. gambe, var. of jambe leg; 
see -erel. 

game* amusement OE.; organized amusement 
xm; fsport derived from the chase, (hence) wild 
animals pursued for sport xm. OE. gamen, go- 
men - OS., OHG., ON. gaman, of unkn. orig. 
For loss of -n cf clue, eve, maid. Hence vb.; a 
new formation of xm, distinct from OE. gam(e)- 
nian. Hence gamester xvi. 

game* full of spirit, xvm. adj. use of game' 

sporting sense of ‘spirit for fighting, pluck’, 
game* (colloq.) lame. xvm. of unkn. orig.; cf. 
synon. gammy. 

gamete xix. - modL. gameta - Gr. gamett wife, 
gametes husband, f. gamos marriage, 

gamin (street) urchin, xix. - F., of unkn. orig. 
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gammadion swastika (which involves the 
form of r). in. - late Gr. gammadion, f. gamma 
(r) third letter of the Gr. alphabet, 

gammer xvi. prob. contr. of godmother; cf. 
gaffer. Gandmer (xvi) shows assoc, with 
GRANDMOTHER. 

gammon1 tham xv; joint of bacon xvi. - ONF. 
gambon (modF. jambon) ham, f. gambe leg. 

gammon* lashing of the bowsprit, xvii. perh. 
identical with prec., the allusion being to the 
tying up of a gammon or ham. 

gammy xix. dial. var. of game*. 
gamp (colloq.) umbrella, xix. f. name of Mrs. 
Sarah Gamp, monthly nurse in Dickens’s 
‘Martin Chuzzlewit’, who carried a large cotton 
umbrella. 

gamut (hist.) lowest note of the medieval mu¬ 
sical scale xv; Guido d’Arezzo’s ‘great scale’ 
comprising the seven hexachords and so all the 
notes used in medieval music xvi; (gen.) com¬ 
pass, range xvii. Earliest forms gammuthe, 
-othe, -outh(e), contr. of medL. gamma ut, i.e. 
gamma note one tone lower than A + ut. 

gander male of the goose. Late OE. gan(d)ra, 
corr. to MLG. ganre (LG., Du. gander)-, f. the 
same base as gannet. 

gang A. tgoing, journey xn; (dial.) way. road xv; 
B. (dial.) set of articles of one kind xrv; band of 
persons xvn. - ON. gangr m. and ganga fern., 
walking, motion, course = OE., OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.) gang, Goth. gaggs\ Gmc. noun of action to 
*3arj3an go (cf. go). Hence gangster member 
of a criminal gang, xix (orig. U S ), 

ganglion (path.) ttumour in a tendon; 
(physiol.) complex nerve centre xvm. - Gr. 
gdgglion. 

gangrene xvi. - F. gangrene - L. gangraena - 
Gr. gaggraina. Hence gangrenous xvn. 

gangue matrix of an ore. xix. - F. - G. gang 
vein or lode of metal, techn. use of gang course 
(see gang). 

gangway xvn. prob. of continental orig.; see 
gang, way; not continuous with OE. gangweg. 

gannet OE. ganot, corr. to MLG. gante, Du. 
gent, MHG. ganiz, genz, OHG. ganazzo, MHG 
ganze ganderGmc. *3anitaz, *3anatan-, f. same 
base as gander; cf. goose. 

ganoid having a smooth shiny surface, xix. - 
F. ganoide, f. Gr. ganos brightness; see -oid. 

gantry, gauntry four-footed wooden stand 
for barrels xrv; platform for a travelling crane, 
etc. xix. prob. f. gawn, dial, form of gal¬ 

lon + TREE. 

gaol, jail sb. xm. ME. (i) gay(h)ole, gail(l)e - 
ONF. ga(i)ole, (ii) iai(o)le - OF. jaiolejeole (mod 
geole) Rom. *gaviola, for *caveola, dim. of L. 
cavea cage. The form gaol repr. a pronunc. with 
hard g which was current till xvii; the pronunc. 
repr. by jail was equally early (xm). Hence vb. 
xvii. Comp, gaol-bird prisoner in gaol, habitual 
criminal xvii. So gaoler, jailer, -or xm. 

ME. gayholere, gailer and iailere, geilere - OF. 
gaiolere and jaioleurjeolier (mod. gedlier). 

gap breach in a defence xiv; opening in a moun¬ 
tain range; unfilled space xvi. - ON. gap chasm, 
rel. to gapa gape. 

gape xm. - ON gapa = (M)Du. gapen. (M)HG. 

gaffen, in OE. repr. only by ofergapian neglect; 
further relations uncert. Hence sb. xvi. 

garage xx. - F., f. garer take care. Cf. ware*, 
-age. 

garb tgrace, elegance; tstyle, fashion xvi; (fa¬ 
shion of) dress xvii. - F. tgarbe (now galbe) - It. 
garbo - Gmc. *3arwi (OHG. garawi adornment), 
f. *3arwu- ready 

garbage offal of an animal xv; refuse, filth xvi. 
of unkn. (prob. AN.) orig. 

garble fsift, take the pick of xv; make selection 
from (unfairly or with a bias) xvn. - It. gar- 
bellare sift, f. garbello sieve - Arab, girbdl, 
perh. - late L. cribellum, dim. of cribrum. 

garboard first range of planks or plates laid on 
the keel. xvii. - Du. tgaarboord, perh. f. garen, 
contr. form oigaderen gather + boord board. 

garden xrv. - ONF. gardin, var. of (O)F. jar- 
din Rom. *gardino, f. * gar do- - Gmc. *3ardan-, 
see yard1. Hence vb. xvi. So gardener xm. 

gardenia xvm. modL., f. name of Alexander 
Garden, Sc. naturalist (d. 1791); see -ia1. 

gare-fowl, gairfowl great auk. xvi (gare), 
xvii (gair fowl). - Gael gearbhul - ON. geirfugl, 
of uncert. orig. 

garfish fish having a spear-like snout, xv. app. 
f. OE. gar spear (see goad) + fish1. 

Gargantuan xvi. f. Gargantua, name of the 
large-mouthed voracious giant in Rabelais’s 
work of that name; see -an. 

gargle xvi. - F. gargouiller gurgle, fgargle, f. 
gargouille (see next). 

gargoyle xv. - OF. gargouille throat, gargoyle; 
of imit. orig. 

garibaldi (orig. red) blouse imitating the red 
shirt worn by the Italian Giuseppe Garibaldi 
(1807-82) and his followers, xix. 

garish xvi. Also gaurish, and perh. f. ME. 
fgaure stare; cf. -ish\ 

garland wreath of flowers, etc. xiv. ME. 
gerland, garland - OF. gerlande, garlande 
(mod. guirlande); of unkn. orig. 

garlic OE garleac, f. gar spear 4 leac leek. 

garment xiv. (gar(ne)ment). - (O)F. garnement 
equipment, f. garnir garnish; see -ment. 

garner (now lit.) granary, xii (gerner). - AN 
gerner, OF. gernier (mod. grenier) L. gran- 
arium granary; see -er\ Hence vb. xiv. 

garnet vitreous mineral, a precious kind of 
which is used as a gem. xm. ME. gernet, grenat, 
prob. - MDu. gernate, garnate - OF. grenat - 
medL. granatus, perh. transf. use of L. gran 
dtum pomegranate, the stone being compared 
in colour to the pulp of the fruit, 

garnish A. furnish, fit out, embellish xiv (now 
obs. or rhet., exc. for embellishing a dish of food 
xvm); B. (leg.) warn, as with a notice xvi. 
- (O)F. garniss-, lengthened stem (see -ish2) 

of g(u)arnir Gmc. *warnjan, prob rel. to 
warnejan, *-ojan become aware, (hence) guard, 
defend, provide for (see warn). Hence garnishee 
(leg.) xvii. So garniture furniture, outfit xvi, 
ornament xvii; (of a dish) xvm. 

garret fturret, watch-tower xiv; attic room xv. - 
OF. garite (mod. guerite), f. garir defend (see 
next). 

garrison ftreasure, gift xm; fdefence xiv; tfor- 
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tress; defensive force in a fortress xv. - OF. ga- 
rison defence, safety, provision, store, f. garir 
defend, furnish - Gmc. *warjan defend (OE., 
OS., OHG. werian, ON. verja, Goth, warjan). 
Infl. by tgarnison xrv - OF., f. garnir fit out, 
garnish. Hence vb. furnish with, station as, a 
garrison xvi;occupy as a garrison xvn. 

gar(r)otte tpacking-stick; Sp. method of capital 
punishment by strangulation xvn; highway rob¬ 
bery by throttling the victim xix. - Sp. garrote 
orig. cudgel. So vb. xix. - F. garrotter or Sp. 
garrotear. 
garrulous xvn. f. L. garrulus, f. garrire chat¬ 
ter; see -ULOUS. So garrulity xvi. - F. tgar- 
rulite - L. 

garter xrv. - OF. gartier, var. of jartier (also 
jartiere, mod. jarretiere), f. garet, jaret bend of 
the knee, calf of the leg (whence Sp. jarrete. It. 
garretto), prob. of Celt. orig. 

gas* (hist.) occult principle supposed to be pre¬ 
sent in all bodies xvn; any completely elastic 
fluid xvin. - Du. gas (J. B. van Helmont, 1577- 
1644), based on Gr. khdos chaos. Hence gas vb. 
treat, poison, etc., with gas; (colloq.) talk aim¬ 
lessly. xix. 

gas* (U S.) colloq. abbrev. of gasoline. 

gash sb. xvi. Later form of \garsh, var. of fgarse 
(xm-xvn). - OF. *garse, f. garcer, jarcer scarify 
(mod. gercer chap, crack), perh. abnormally 
repr. late L. charaxare - Gr. khardssein (cf. 
character). So vb. xvi. For loss of r cf. BASS1, 

DACE. 
gasket (naut.) small rope securing a furled sail, 
xvi. of unkn. orig. 

gasoline, -olene xix. f. gas' + -ol+-ine\ -ene. 

gasometer vessel for holding gas xvn; res¬ 
ervoir for storing gas xix. - F. gazometre, f. gaz 
gas' + -metre -meter. 

gasp vb. xrv. Early var. gayspe - ON. geispa, alt. 
of *geipsa, f. base of geipa talk idly; cf., with 
weak grade of the base, OE. gipian yawn (only 
in prp. gipiende), gipung open mouth. Hence sb. 
xvi. 

gast(e)ropod mollusc, so called from the ven¬ 
tral position of the locomotive organs, xix. - F. 
gasteropode - modL. gasteropoda n. pi., f. Gr. 
gasttr, gaster- belly+pous, pod- foot. So 
gastric xvii. gastronomy xix. - F. 

gate' opening in a wall capable of being closed 
by a barrier; barrier itself. OE. gxt, geat, pi. 
gatu, corr. to OFris. gat hole, opening, OS. gat 
eye of a needle (LG., Du. gap, hole, breach), ON. 
gat opening, passageGmc. *3atam. Forms with 
initial y, repr. OE. forms geat, etc., remain in 
northerly dial.; the standard form has been gate 
since xvi. 

gate* A. (north, dial.) way xm; street (surviving 
in place-names) xv; B.tgoing, journey xiii; man 
ner of going (see gait). - ON. gata = OHG gazza 
(G. gasse lane), Goth, gatwo Gmc. *3atwdn, of 
unkn. orig. 

gather bring or come together OE.; infer, con¬ 
clude xvi. OE. gaderian = MLG.gadern, (M)Du. 
gaderen, MHG. gatern WGmc. *3adurdjan, f. 
*3aduri together. For the change of OE. d to 
th cf. FATHER. 

gatling machine-gun named after the inventor. 

gecko 

R J. Gatling (d. 1903); first used in the American 
civil war. xix. 

gauche xvm - F. gauche left-handed. 
Gaucho one of mixed European and Indian 
people in S. America, xix. - Sp., of native orig. 

gaud ftrick, sport, jest xrv; (arch.) plaything 
xv; (pi.) showy things xvn. perh. - AN. deriv. of 
(O)F. gaudir rejoice - L. gaudere. 

gaudy1 rejoicing; annual college feast, xvi (gau- 
dye dayes). - L. gaudium joy (f. gaudere rejoice) 
or L. gaude, imper. of gaudere. 

gaudy* brilliantly gay, glaringly showy, xvi. 
prob. the first word of +gaudy green (xrv-xvi) 
yellowish green, prop, green dyed with weld, f. 
(O)F. gaude weld' +-y'. 

gauge, U S. gage fixed measure xv; graduated 
instrument xvn. - ONF gauge, var. of F.jauge. 
So vb. xv. - OF. gauger (mod jauger). 

Gaulish xvn. f. Gaul Gallia (France and Upper 
Italy) - F. Gaule, ult. - Gmc. *walxaz foreign (cf. 
welsh); see -ish'. 

gault (geol.) applied to beds of clay and marl, 
xvi. of unkn. orig. 

gaunt fslim; tall and lean. xv. of unkn. orig. 
gauntlet' metal-plated glove of medieval 
armour, xv. - (Q)F. gantelet, dim. of gant 
glove Gmc. *want-, extant only in ON. VQttr 
(:- *wantuz) glove; see -let. 

gauntlet* in phr. run the gauntlet, xvn. alt., 
by assim. to prec., of fgantlope (xvn-xix) - Sw. 
gatlopp, f. gata lane, gate*+lopp course (see 
leap); a term introduced through the Thirty 
Years War. 

gauze xvi. - F. gaze, prob. f. Gaza name of a 
town in Palestine, 

gavel mallet, xix. of unkn. orig. 
gavelkind Kentish form of land-tenure xm; in 
Kent and elsewhere, division of a deceased 
man’s property equally among his sons. xvi. 
ME. gavel(i)kinde, -kende, repr. OE. *gafol- 
gecynd, f. gafol tribute+gecyrul kind'; pre¬ 
sumably orig. tenure by the payment of a fixed 
service. 

gavial long-snouted Asian crocodile, xix. - F. - 
Hind, ghariyal (whence the var. gharial). 

gavotte xvn. - F. - Pr. gavoto, f. Gavot name in 
Provence for inhabitants of the Alps, 

gawk awkward lout, simpleton, xix. rel. to gawk 
vb. stare vacantly xvm, gawky adj. xviii; perh. 
based on \gaw(e) xii (cf. ON. gd heed), 

gay mirthful, merry xm; bright-coloured, showy 
xrv; ‘fast’, dissipated xvii. - (O)F. gai, of unkn. 
orig. So gaiety xvii. Hence gaily xiv. 

gaze vb. xrv. of unkn. orig.; poss. rel. to the base 
of ME. gawe stare (see gawk). 

gazebo turret, look-out. xvm. perh. joc. f. gaze, 

in imitation of L. futures in -ebo. 
gazelle xvn. - (O)F. - Arab, gazdl. 
gazette xvii (gazetfta)). - F. gazette or its source 
It. gazzetta, so called because sold for a gazeta, 
Venetian coin of small value; see -ette. So 

gazetteer fjoumalist xvii; geographical dic¬ 
tionary xvm. - F. gazzettier - It. gazzetiere. 

gear equipment, apparatus, etc. xm. - ON. gervi, 
gprvi, corr. to OS. gerwi, garewi, OHG. garawl, 
garte)wlGmc. *3arwin-, f. *3arwu ready, 

gecko xvm. - Malay chechak, chichak, etc. 
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gee int. word of command to a horse, xvii. Hence 
as sb. esp. redupl. gee-gee (xix) child’s name for 
a horse. 

geezer (si.) elderly person, xix. dial, pronunc. 
of guiser masquerader, mummer, f. guise fattire 
fantastically, dial, go about in disguise, mas¬ 
querade, f. guise in the sense ‘attire’; see -er*. 

geisha xix. - Jap., ‘person of pleasing 
accomplishments’. 

gel (chem.) semi-solid colloidal solution, xix. 
abbr. of next. 

gelatin(e) xix. - F. gelatine - It. gelatina, f. 
gelata jelly; see -ine*. So gelatinous xvin. 
- F. gelatineux. 

geld castrate, xm. - ON. gelda, f. geldr barren. 
So gelding (see -ing*) feunuch; castrated ani¬ 
mal. xrv. 

gelid extremely cold. xvn. - L. gelidus, f. gelu 
frost, intense cold (cf. cold), see -id'. 

gelignite variety of gelatin dynamite, xix. 
perh. f. gelIatin)-)- L. ignis fire + -ite. 

gem xm. - (O)F. gemme L. gemma bud, jewel; 
superseded the OE. adoption of the L. word, viz. 
gim(m), ME zimrne. So gemma (bot.) leaf-bud. 
xviii. - L. gemmation (bot.) budding, xvm. - F. 

gemination xvi. - L. gemindtio, on-, f. ge- 
mindre vb. double (whence geminate xvii), f. 
geminus twin; see Gemini, -ate*, -ation. 

Gemini the twins Castor and Pollux, xrv. - L., 
pi. of geminus double, twin. 

-gen repr. Gr. -gents (rel. to genos kin), through 
F. -gene, which, by ref. to Gr. gennan beget, 
produce, was used first in oxygene oxygen, ni- 
trogene nitrogen, and later in endogene endo- 

gen, exogene exogen, in the sense ‘producing’, 
whereas the orig. Gr. formative was used in the 
senses (i) ‘bom, produced’, as in eggents native, 
and (ii) ‘of a (certain or specified) condition’, 
as in heterogents heterogeneous, homogents 
HOMOGENEOUS. 

gendarme fmounted armed man xvi; soldier 
employed in police duties xviii. - F , sg. formed 
on pi. gens d’armes ‘men of arms’. Hence gen- 
darmery xvi; after F. 

gender fkind, sort; (gram.) any of the three 
kinds’, masculine, feminine, and neuter, of 
nouns, adjectives, and pronouns, xiv. - OF. 
gendre (mod. genre) - Rom. *genero, f. L. gener - 
GENUS. 

genealogy xm. - (O)F. genealogie - late L. 
genedlogia - Gr. genealogid, f. gened race, gen 
eration; see -logy. So genealogical xvi, gen¬ 
ealogist XVII. 

general applicable to all xm; (mil.) of an officer 
having superior rank and extended command 
xvi; sb. t(esp. pi.) general idea, principle, etc.; 
head of a religious order; (mil.) orig. tgeneral 
captain xvi. - (O)F. general - L. generalis pert, 
to the whole kind, f. gener-, genus; see -al1. So 
generality xv (tgeneralty xiv). generalize 
xvm. - F. generalissimo supreme comman¬ 
der xvii. - It., superl. adj. Hence generally 
xm. 

generate produce (orig. offspring), xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. generare, f. genus, gener--, see -ate*. 

So generation offspring of the same parent(s), 
etc. xhi; act of generating xrv. - (O)F. - L. gen¬ 

erative xrv. - late L. generator begetter xvii; 
apparatus for producing power, etc. xvm. - L. 

generic xvii. - F. generique, f. L. genus, gener-. 
See -ic. 

generous fnobly bom; magnanimous xvi; free 
in giving; ample; of rich quality xvii. - (O)F. 
genereux - L. generosus noble, magnanimous, f. 
genus, gener-\ see -ous. So generosity xv (rare 
before xvi). - F. or L. 

genesis first book of the Old Testament OE.; 
(mode of) origin vii. - L. - Gr. genesis generation, 
creation, nativity, f. *gen-, base of gignesthai be 
bom or produced (see kin). Hence genetic xix. 

genet civet-cat of genus Genetta. xv. - OF. 
genete (mod. genette), of uncert. orig.; cf. Afr. 
Arab, jarnaif. 

Geneva spirit otherwise called hollands (flav¬ 
oured with the juice of juniper berries), xvm. - 
Du. genever (assim. to the name of Geneva in 
Switzerland) - OF. genevre (mod. genievre) 
*jeniperus, for L. juniper us juniper. Cf. gin2. 

genial (arch.) nuptial, generative xvi; con¬ 
ducive to growth xvii; kindly xviii. - L. genialis 
nuptial, productive, joyous, pleasant, f. genius 
genius; see -al1. 

genie sprite of Arabian tales, xvm. - F. genie 
genius, used by translators of ‘The Arabian 
Nights’ to render the Arab, word (see jinn) 

which it resembled in sound and sense, 
genista (bot.) broom, xvii. - L. 
genital adj. and sb. pi. xiv. - (O)F. genital or L. 
genitalis (n. sg. and pi. as sb.), f. genitus, pp. of 
gignere beget; see kin, -al1. 

genitive xrv. - (O)F. genitif, -ive, or L. genitivus, 
-iva (gene ), f. genit-, pp. stem of gignere beget, 
produce; see kin, -ive. 

genius tutelary deity or spirit; demon; charac¬ 
teristic or prevalent disposition or spirit xvi; in¬ 
nate capacity, person as possessing this xvii; 

extraordinary native intellectual power xviii. - 
L. genius attendant spirit, inclination, appetite, 
(rarely) intellectual capacity, prob. *gnjos, 
corr. to Gmc. *kunjam kin. (In xvii-xvm forms 
repr. F. genie and It. genio were used in various 
senses of genius). 

genocide xx. irreg. f. Gr. genos race (see kin) 

+ -CIDE2. 

-genous terminal el. (i) f. L. genus (f. IE. *gen-\ 
see kin) + -ous, as in indigenous; (ii) f. -gen, as 
in (chem.) hydrogenous, nitrogenous-, (iii) f. F. 
-gene (see -gen), as in (bot.) endogenous, 
exogenous. 

genre xix. - F. (see gender). 

gent shortening of gentleman, in designations 
(like esq. for esquire) xvi; hence taken up as an 
independent word. 

genteel suited or appropriate to the gentry or 
persons of quality xvi, fpolished, refined; elegant 
xvii. - F. gentil, fern, -ille, an earlier adoption of 
which is repr. by gentle. First recorded in the 
form gentile, which was distinguished from gen¬ 

tile by retention of the F. pronunc. with final 
stress, and prob. the nasal sound of the first syll. 

gentian xrv. - L. gentiana, so called, acc. to 
Pliny, after Gentius, a king of Illyria; see -ian. 

gentile non-Jewish, tpagan xiv, pert, to a tribe 
or nation xvi. - L. gentilis of the same family or 
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nation, (in eccl. use) heathen, pagan, f. gens, 
gent- race, people, f. IE. *gen- (see kin). 

gentility gentle birth xiv; gentle or genteel 
state or manner xvi. - (O)F. gentilite, f. gentil, 
see next and -ity. 

gentle well-born; noble, generous xm; tdom- 
esticated, tame xv; tpliant, soft; mild. xvi. 
- (O)F. gentil high-born, noble (in modF. 
pleasant, kind, agreeable) L. gentllis be¬ 
longing to the same gens or stock, (Rom.) be¬ 
longing to a good family; see also genteel, gen¬ 

tile. As sb. (arch.) one of gentle birth xrv; larva 
of the bluebottle, used for bait by anglers (spec, 
use of the sense ‘soft’) xvi. Hence gentleman 
xni, whence gentlemanly xv. So gentle¬ 
woman xm. 

gentry gentle birth xrv; people of gentle birth 

xvi. prob. alt. of tgentrice (xm) - OF. genterise, 
var. of gentelise, f. gentil gentle, by assoc, with 

tgentlery (xm). 
genuflexion, -flection xv. - late L. genuflexio, 
-on-, f. genuflectere (f. genu knee + flectere bend), 
whence (back-formation) genuflect xvii. 

genuine fnatural, native xvi; not spurious or 
counterfeit xvii. - L. genuinus, f. genu knee; the 
orig. ref. was to the recognition of a new-born 
child by the father placing it on his knees; later 
assoc, with genus race, kin; see -ine*. 

genus (techn.) kind, class, xvi. - L. genus birth, 
race, stock, kin. 

-geny terminal el. = F. -genie, modL. -genia, 
based on Gr. adjs. in -genes or on the first 
syll. of genesis, meaning ‘mode of production’, 
as in cosmogeny, ontogeny, physiogeny, with 
corr. sbs. in -genesis and adjs. in -genetic. 

geo- repr. geo-, comb, form of Gr ge earth, as in 
many scientific terms of xix. 

geode xvii. - L geodes - Gr. geddes earthy, f. ge 
earth. 

geodesy fland-surveying xvi; (math.) study 
which determines areas of the earth’s surface 
xix. - F. geodesie or modL. geodaesia - Gr. geo- 
daisid (daiein divide). Hence geodetic xvn. 

geography xvi - (partly through F.) L. geo¬ 
graphies - Gr. geographic, see geo-, -graphy. 

So geographer xvi, geographic xvn, -ical 
xvi. 

geology xviii. - modL. geologia, see geo-, -logy. 

So geological, geologist xvm. 
geomancy divination from signs derived from 
the earth, xiv. - medL. geomantia\ see geo-, 

-mancy 

geometry xrv. - (O)F. geometrie - L. geo- 
metria - Gr. gedmetrid, see geo-, -metry. So geo¬ 

metric xvii, geometrical xvi. 
geranium genus of plants with fruit shaped 
like a crane's bill xvi; genus Pelargonium 
xvm. - L. - Gr. geranion, f. geranos crane. 

gerfalcon xrv. - OF. gerfaucon (mod. gerfaut) - 
OFrankish *gerfalco (G. ger-, gierfalke) - ON. 
geirfdlki, the first el. of which is obscure; see 
FALCON. 

germ rudimentary form. xvn. - (O)F. germe 
L. germen sprout. Preceded by germen xvii, 

which remains in botanical use. 
german closely related; now only in brother-. 

sister-, cousin-german, xrv. - (O)F. germain 
L. germdnus genuine, real (as sb. germdnus 

brother, germdna sister). 
German pert, to Germania or Germany, xvi. - 

L. Germdnus, perh. of Celt. orig. (cf. OIr. gair 
neighbour). So Germanic xvii. 

germander xv. - medL. germandrie)a, alt. of 
gama(n)drea, for chamedreos - late Gr. kha- 
maidruon, -drus ‘ground-oak’, f. khamai on the 
ground + drus oak. 

germane xix. var. of german. 
germinate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. germinare, f. 
germen, germin- sprout; see -ate*. So ger¬ 
mination xvi. - L. 

-gerous see -igerous 
gerrymander (orig. U S.) manipulate election 
districts unfairly so as to secure dis¬ 
proportionate representation, xix. f. name of El- 
bridge Gerry, governor of Massachusetts, who 
is related to have constructed a district map of 
the U.S.A. in which the shape of one district 
suggested to an artist the addition of head, 
wings, and claws; he exclaimed ‘That will do 
for a salamander!’, to which another retorted 
‘Gerrymander!’ 

gerund xvi - late L. gerundium, f. gerundum, 
var. of gerendum, gerund of gerere carry on. So 
gerundial xix. gerundive adj. pert, to a 
gerund xvii; sb. gerund xv; passive verbal ad¬ 
jective expressing to be —ed’ xviii. 
gestalt (psych.) xx. - G., ‘form, aspect’, 
gestation tcarrying, being carried xvi; process 
of carrying young xvn. - L. gestdtio, on-, f. 
gesture, frequent, f. gest-, pp. stem of gerere 
carry. 

gesticulate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. gesticuldri, f. 
gesticulus, dim. of gestus action, gesture; see 
-ate*. So -ation xvn. - L. 

gesture fbearing, carriage xv; fattitude, pos 
ture; movement of the body xvi. - medL. 
gesture, f. gest-, pp. stem of gerere carry, 

get pt. got, pp. got, U S. gotten obtain, procure; 
beget; succeed in coming or going to, etc. xm; 
make oneself, become xvi. - ON. str. vb. geta 
obtain, beget, guess = OE. *gietan (only in 
comps.)Gmc. *$etan, f. IE. base *ghed- seize, 
found in L. praeda booty, prey, and with inserted 
nasal in L. prehendere lay hold of (cf. appre¬ 
hend, etc.), Gr. khandanein hold. 
The orig. conjugation was repr. in literary use 

by get, gat, getten as late as xvi; but pp. gotten 
(which survives dial, and U.S.) is found before 
1400; the clipped form got of the pp., and the pt. 
got (based on the pp ), date from xvi. 

gewgaw paltry thing, plaything, trifle, xm 
(gwgaw; later guygaw, guegay, etc ), of unkn. 
orig. 

gey (Sc.) considerable, -ly . xviii. var. of gay. 

geyser gushing hot spring xvm; water-heating 
apparatus xix. - Icel Geysir proper name of a 
certain hot spring in Iceland, rel. togeysa gush, 

gharial see gavial. 

ghastly fterrible, (now) suggesting the horror 
of death or carnage xiv; spectre-like, death like 
xvi; as adv. xvi. ME. gastlich, f. gaste terrify 
(perh. repr. OE. gaestan torment; cf. aghast) + 
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•lich -ly1; the sp. with gh- (after ghost) became 
current through Spenser. 

gha(u)t mountain pass xvn; descent to a river¬ 
side, landing-place xvm. - Hindi ghat, apphed 
pi. (the Ghauts) by Europeans to two mountain- 
ranges of India. 

ghee butter made from buffalo’s milk. xvn. - 
Hindi ghlSkr. ghrtd-. 

gherkin xvn (girkin). - early mod. Du. 
*(a)gurkkijn (now gurkje, augurkje), dim of 
(a(u))gurk\ ult. - Slav, word repr. by Pol. ogorek, 
Russ, ogurets, deriv. with dim. suffix of late 
Gr. aggourion. 

ghetto Jewish quarter of a town, etc. xvn. - 
It. Ghetto, name of Venetian island where Jews 
were confined in 1516, 

ghost soul, spirit OE.; disembodied spirit xrv. 
OE. gast = OS. gest (Du. geest), (O)HG. geist 
WGmc. *3aista, which has been connected with 
Skr. heda- anger. The sp. with gh- is first 
recorded in Caxton’s works and is there prob. 
due to Flem. gheest: it became established late 
in xvi. Hence ghostly OE. gdstlic. 

ghoul demon preying on corpses, xvm. - Arab. 
gul. 

ghyll var. of gill2. 

giant xm. ME. geant (later infl. by the L. form) - 
(O)F. geant, t.jaiant Rom. *gagante, for L. 
gigant-, nom. gigds - Gr. gigds, gigant-. 

gibber xvn. imit. 
gibberish xvi. Earlier than gibber, but pre¬ 
sumably to be connected, the ending being 
based on language-names in -ish1. 

gibbet xm - (O)F. gibet staff, cudgel, gallows, 
dim. of gibe staff, club; of uncert. orig.; see -et. 

gibbon long-armed S.E. Asian ape. xvm. - F. - 
native name. 

gibbous convex; hump backed, xiv. - late L. 
gibbosus, f. gibbus hump. So gibbosity xrv. 

gibe, jibe speak sneeringly. xvi. perh. - OF. 
giber handle roughly, mod. dial, kick (cf. jib*), 

of unkn. orig. Hence sb. xvi. 
giblets tappendage xiv; tentrails xv; pi. eatable 
portions of a bird removed before cooking xvi. - 
OF. gibelet game stew, perh. for *giberet, f. gibier 
game. 

giddy tmad, foolish OE.; dizzy xvi; easily dis¬ 
tracted, flighty. Peculiar to Eng. OE. gidig, *gy- 
dig Gmc *3u0i3az, f. *jud- god, the primary 
sense being ‘possessed by a god’; see -y1. 

gift xm. - ON. gipt, corr. to OE. gift payment 
for a wife, pi. wedding, OS. sundargift privilege, 
MDu. gift(e) (Du. gift fern, gift, n. usu gif poison), 
OHG. gift fern, gift, poison (G. gift fern, gift, n. 
poison), Goth, fragifts espousalGmc. *3eftiz, f. 
*3eb-, base of give; see -t’ . 

gig A. tthghty girl xm; twnipping-top xv; tiancy, 
whim xvi; (dial.) fun, glee; (dial.) odd person, fool 
xvm; B. (in full, gig-milt) machine for raising a 
nap on cloth xvi; light two-wheeled one-horse 
carriage; light ship’s boat xvm. All these uses 
may be referred to the gen. notion of light or 
quick movement, which is also that of the later 
jig; but the history of both words is obscure, 

gigantic xvn. f. L. gigds, gigant- giant + -ic. 
giggle vb. xvi. imit. Hence as sb. xvn. 

giglet fwanton woman; giggling girl. xrv. perh. 
f. GIG 4- -LET. 

gigot (now Sc.) leg of mutton, etc. xvi. - F., dim. 
of dial, gigue leg. 

gild1 cover with gold. OE. -gyldan (in pp. gegyld 
gilt1 and comps.) = ON. gylla Gmc. *3ulbjan, 
f. *3ult>am gold. 

gild2 see guild. 

gill1 organ of respiration in fishes, xiv. - ON. 
*gil Gmc. *3eliz re), to Gr. kheldne lip, jaw, 
kheilos lip. 

gill2 rocky cleft, ravine xi (in place-names), xiv 
(in literature); narrow stream xvn. - ON. git 
deep glen. The fanciful sp. ghyll was introduced 
by Wordsworth. 

gill* j pint. xrv. - OF. gille, gelle, in medL. gillo, 
gellus, late L. gello, gillo waterpot. 

gill4 lass, wench, xv. Short for Gillian. 
gillie attendant on a Highland chief xvn; one 
who attends on a sportsman xix. - Gael, gille 
lad, servant. 

gillyflower fclove xrv; clove-scented pink, 
wallflower, etc. xv. ME. gilofre, gerofle - OF. 
gilofre, girofle - medL. caryophyllum - Gr. ka- 
ruophullon clove-tree, f. kdruon nut + phullon 
leaf. Alt. in Eng. (xv) by assim. to flower. 

gilt1 gilded, xiv. OE. gegyld\ see gild1. Hence sb. 
tgilt plate xv; gilding xvi. 

gilt2 young sow xrv. - ON. gylte. 
gimbals (pi.) jjoints, links xvi; (naut.) self- 
adjusting bearings to keep articles horizontal 
xviii. var. of gimmal (xvi) joints, etc., alt. of 
gemel (xiv) pi. twins, etc. - OF. gemel (mod 
jumeau)L. gemellus, dim. of geminus twin 
gimcrack ffanciful notion, dodge; mechanical 
contrivance; knick knack; ffop xvn; adj. trivial, 
trumpery xvm. alt. of ME. gibecrake (xiv) kind 
of ornament; of unkn. orig. 

gimlet xiv. - OF. guimbelet, of Gmc. orig. 
gimp silk, worsted, or cotton twist with a cord 
running through it. xvn. - Du., of unkn. orig. 

gin1 fingenuity, craft, trick; (arch.) contrivance, 
esp. for snaring game. xm. Aphetic - OF. engin 
engine. 

gin2 ardent spirit distilled from grain and malt, 

xvm. abbrev. of Geneva. 

ginger hot spicy root. xm. ME. gingivere, repr. a 
conflation of OE. gingifer(e), gingiber (directly - 
medL.) with OF. gingi(m)bre (mod. gingembre) - 
medL. gingiber, zingeber, L. zingiberii) - Gr. 
ziggiberis - Prakrit simgabera - Skr. srngavera-. 
Hence vb. flavour with ginger; treat (a horse) 
with ginger, (hence gen.) spirit up. xix. 

gingerbread tA. preserved ginger xm; B. cake 
flavoured with ginger xv; adj. tawdry, gimcrack 
xviii. Earliest forms gingebras, -brat, -bred - OF. 
gingembras, -brat - medL. gingibratum, -etum, 
f. gingiber ginger + -atum -ate1. The final syll. 
assumed a form resembling or suggesting 
bread, and for sense B the insertion of r in the 
second syll. completed the semblance of a comp, 

gingerly felegantly, daintily, mincingly xvr, 
very cautiously or reluctantly xvn; also adj. 
perh. f. OF. gensor, genzor, prop, compar. of gent 
noble, but used also as a positive, pretty, deli 
cate’. See ly1’2. 
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gingham xvn. - (prob. through Du. gingang) 
Malay genggang striped fabric, 

gingival of the gums. xvn. - modL. gingivalis, 
f. L. gingiva gum; see -al1. 

ginglymus (anat.) joint of which the motion is 
in only one plane, xvn. modL. - Gr. gigglumos 

hinge. 
gipsy, gypsy member of a nomadic race, called 
by themselves Romany, of Hindu origin, in xvi 
supposed to have come from Egypt, xvi. Earlier 
forms fgipcyan, fgipsen, -son, aphetic of Egyp¬ 

tian (in the same use). 
giraffe xvn. There are early forms depending 
on It. giraffa and OF. girafle, and occas. on 
Arab, zardfa (ult. source of the word in the Eur. 
langs.); the present form, hardly established be¬ 
fore xvni, is - F. girafe. 

girandole revolving firework xvn; branched 
support for candles xvm. - F. - It. girandola, f. 
girare - late L. gyrdre gyrate. 

girasol variety of opal having a red glow. xvi. - 
F. girasol or its source It. girasole, f. girare (see 
prec.) + sole sun. 

gird' pt„ pp. girt encircle; invest, endue; fasten 
(on) as with a belt. OE. gyrdan = OS. gurdian 
(Du. gorden), OHG. gurten (G. giirten), ON. 
gyrda Gmc. *3urdjan. Hence girder main 
beam supporting joists, xvn. See -er'. 

gird3 fstrike xui; fthrust, impel xiii; intr. rush 
(dial.) xrv; gibe at xvi. of unkn. orig. 

girdle1 belt worn round the waist. OE. gyrdel 
(earlier gyrdels) = MDu. gurdel (Du. gordel), 
OHG. gurtil(a), (C. giirtel), ON. gyrdill, f. *jur<J- 
jan gird’; see -le1. Hence as vb. xvi. 
girdle* (Sc.) iron plate for baking cakes, xv. 
Metathetic form of griddle. 

girl fyouth or maiden xm; female child xvi. of 
uncert. orig.; the ME. vars. gurle, girle, gerle 
suggest an orig. ii. 

girt surround, gird xvi; take the girth of xvn. f. 
girt sb. (xvi), var. of girth surviving in techn. 
uses; infl. by pp. girt of gird'. 

girth band fastened round the body of a beast 
of burden xiv; measurement round a cir¬ 
cumference xvn. - ON. gjQrd girdle, girth, 
hoop(:- *3erdu) = Goth, gairda girdle Gmc. 
*3erdd. 

gist (leg.) ground of an action, etc. xvm; 
substance or essence of a matter xix. - OF. gist 
(mod. git), 3rd sg. pres. ind. of F. gesir lie (:- L. 
jacere). 
gittem (arch.) xiv. - OF. guiterne (perh. 
through MDu. giterne), obscurely rel. to cithern 

and guitar. 

give pt. gave, pp. given hand over OE.; intr. yield 
xvi. OE. str. vb. g(i)efan = OS. geban (Du. gev- 
en), OHG. geban (G. geben), ON. gefa, Goth. 
giban Gmc. *3eban, with no certain IE. cog 
nates. OE. g(i)efan was repr. by ME. yive\ the 
present form with initial g appears xii and is 
due to Scand., the vowel reflecting OSw. giva, 
ODa. give. 

gizzard xrv. ME. giser - OF. giser, gezier, 
juisier, also guisier (mod. gesier) Rom. *gi- 
cerium, for L. gigeria pi. The final d appears xvi. 
The pronunc. with hard g seems to be due to 
OF. guisier. 

Glauber's salt(s) 

glabrous smooth, xvn. f. L. glaber hairless, 
bald (see glad) + -ous. 

glace smooth and highly polished; iced, suga¬ 
red. xix. - F., pp. of glacer ice, give a gloss to, f. 
glace ice. 

glacial xvn. - F. glacial or L. glacidlis icy, f. 
glories ice; see -al'. 

glacier xvm. - F. glacier, earlier glaciere (an 
Alpine word), f. glace ice Rom. *glacia, for L. 
glacies. 

glacis sloping bank, (fortif.) sloping parapet, 
xvn. - F., f. OF. glacier slide, f. glace ice. 

glad tshining, bright; fcheerful, merry; full of 
joy OE.; suggestive of joy xvii. OE. glxd = OS. 
glad (in comp, gladmdd), ON. gladr bright, joy¬ 
ous. The orig. sense survives in OHG. glat (G. 
glatt) smooth; Gmc. *3la0az is rel. to OS1. 
gladuku, L. glaber smooth, glabrous. Hence 
gladsome xrv. 

glade xvi. of unkn. orig.; cf. synon. tglode (xiv). 
gladiator xv. - L. gladiator, f. gladius sword; 
see -ator. So gladiatorial xvm. f. L. 
gladiatorius. 

gladiolus xvi. - L., dim. of gladius sword. 
Gladstone name of William Ewart Gladstone 
(1808-98), Eng. statesman, used attrib. or ellipt. 
to designate (i) French wine of which the im¬ 
portation was increased as a result of his re¬ 
duction of customs duty, (ii) a kind of 
portmanteau, xix. 

Glagolitic early Slavonic alphabet xix. - 
modL. glagoliticus, f. Serbo-Croatian glagolica, 
f. glagol word; see -ic. 

glair white of egg. xiv. - (O)F. glaire medL. 
glarea, var. of *clarea (sb. use of fern, of L. adj- 
clarus clear). Hence glairy viscid, slimy, xvn. 

glaive fiance, spear xm; fhalbert; (arch.) 
sword, broadsword xv. - (O)F. glaive, fglavie 
fiance, (now) sword, presumed to be - L. gladius 
sword. 

glamour magic, spell xvm; magic beauty xix. 
orig. Sc.; alteration of grammar with the sense 
of gramarye. For the form with gl- cf. medL. 
glomeria. prob. - AN. *glomerie, for gramarie 
grammar. 

glance glide off an object struck; f move rapidly 
xv; make a flash of light; flash a look xvi. The 
earliest forms glench, glence, glanch suggest an 
alt. of fglace (xrv) glance, glide (- OF. glacier, 
see glacis) by crossing with synon. fglent (xm) 
and lanch, launch'. Hence glance sb. swift ob¬ 
lique movement; flash, gleam; hurried look. xvi. 

gland xvii. - F. glande, later form of OF. glan- 
dre (see next). 

glander fglandular swelling xv; (pi.) disease of 
horses xvi. - OF. glandre L. glandulae pi. 
throat glands, swollen glands in the neck, 

glare shine with dazzling light xm; look fixedly 
and fiercely xvn. - MLG., MDu. glaren gleam, 
glare, prob. ult. rel. to glass. 

glass OE. glass = OS., (O)HG. glos WGmc. 
*3la sam, of which a var. *3laza m is repr. by 
ON. gler glass; prob. rel. to OE. glxr, MLG. gldr 
amber. 

Glauber’s salt(s) sulphate of sodium, xvm. 
named after Johann Rudolf Glauber (1604-68), 
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German chemist, by whom it was first arti¬ 
ficially made. 

glaucoma xvn. - L. - Gr. glaukdma, f. glaukos, 
see next and -oma. 

glaucous dull-green, xvu. f. L. glaucus - Gr. 
glaukos bluish-green or grey; see -ous. 

glaze fill with glass xiv; cover with a vitreous 
substance xv. ME. glase, f. glass. Hence glazier 

xiv. 
gleam (orig.) brilliant light; (now) subdued or 
transient light. OE. glxm (:- *3laimiz), corr. to 
LG. glim, OHG. gleimo glow-worm, and rel. to 
OS. glimo brightness, OHG. glimo glow-worm, 
MHG. glimen shine, glow, and further to glim¬ 

mer. Hence vb. xiii. 

glean gather reaped corn. xrv. - OF. glener 
late L. (Gallo-Roman) glennare (vi), prob. of Celt, 
orig. 

glebe soil, earth; field; portion of land attached 
to a benefice, xrv. - L. gleba, glxba clod, land, 
soil; cf. Pol. gleba, Russ, glpba clod, and see 
GLOBE. 

glee tplay, sport; tminstrelsy, music OE. (un¬ 
accompanied part-song xvn); mirth, rejoicing 
xn. OE. gleo, gtio = ON. (rare) gly *sliujam 
(not repr. in other Gmc. langs ). 

glen xv. In early use Sc. glen\ taken up by 
Spenser in the forms glenne, glinne\ in gen. Eng. 
use the form glen dates from mid-xvin. - Gael., 
Ir. gleann, earlier glenn = W. glyn. 

glengarry xrx. f. name of a town in Inverness, 
Scotland. 

glenoid (anat.) pert, to a shallow cavity on ce: 
tain bones, xviii. - F. gleno'ide - Gr. glenoeidis, 
f. gline ball or pupil of the eye, shallow joint- 
socket; see -oid. 

glib (dial.) smooth and slippery xvi; ready and 
fluent xvn. rel. to synon. iglibbery, corr. for¬ 
mally to Du. glibberig, MLG. glibberich (LG. 
glibbrig), f. base *3lib- (cf. OHG. gleif sloping). 

glide pass easily or smoothly. OE. str. vb. gtidan 
= OS. gUdan (Du. glijden), OHG. gtltan (G. 
gleiten) WGmc. *3tidan, of which no cogris. 
are known. 

glim light, candle, lantern, xvn. perh. abbr. of 
GLIMMER Or GLIMPSE. 

glimmer tshine brightly xiv; shine faintly xv. 
prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. Sw. glimra. Da. glimre. 
to which corr. (M)HG., Du. glimmern)-, f. Gmc. 

*3laim-, see gleam, -er\ Hence glimmer 

sb. xvi. 

glimpse fhave faint vision xiv; (arch.) shine 
faintly or intermittently xv; (from the sb.) see 
momentarily or partially xvm. deriv. of the base 
of glimmer, perh. repr. an OE. *glimsian = 
MHG. glimsen WGmc. *3limisdjan. Hence 
glimpse sb. xvi. 

glint move quickly, esp. obliquely; shine with 
flashing light, xrv (not common till xvm). alt. of 

earlier (dial )glent (xiii), prob. of Scand. orig. 

glissade sb. xrx. - F. glissade, f. glisser slip, 
slide; see -ade. 

glisten OE. glisnian, f. base of glisian (= OFris. 
glisa, MLG. glisen), f. Gmc. *3/is-, extension of 
*3li-, repr. by ONglja shine. 

glister (poet., dial.) glitter, xrv. prob - MLG. 
glistern, (M)Du glisteren, f. Gmc. *3/(5-; see prec. 

glitter vb. xiv. - ON. glitra = (MH)G. glitzern, 
sparkle, frequent, (see -er4) f. Gmc. *3ltt-, in OS. 
glitan, OHG. glizan (G. gleissen) shine, ON. glit 
brightness, glita shine, Goth, glitmunjan (of 
clothes) shine bright. 

gloaming evening twilight, xv. In the literary 
language an early-xix adoption from Sc. writers. 
Cf. OE. glomung. 

gloat tlook askance or furtively xvi; feast 
amorous glances xvn; gaze with intense 
satisfaction (over, upon) xvm. of unkn. orig Cf. 
ON. glotta grin, (M)HG. glotzen stare, 

globe xvi. - (O)F. globe or L. globus, rel. to gleba 
glebe and referred by some to a base *gel- roll 
together, stick. Hence global xx. So globose 
xv. - L. globous xvn. - F. or L. globular xvn. 
f. L. globulus, dim. of globus, globule xvii. - F. 
or L. 

glomerate (bot.) compactly clustered, xvm. - 
L. glomeratus-, cf. conglomerate. 

gloom look sullen; (of the sky, etc.) lower xrv; 
make dark xvi; look dark xvm. ME. gloum(b)e-, 
the earliest evidence is predominantly north.; 
of unkn. orig. Hence gloom sb. (Sc.) sullen look 
xvi; darkness, obscurity xvn (prob. back- 
formation from gloomy)-, melancholy state xvm. 
gloomy dark, obscure xvi; sullen, depressed 
xvi; depressing, dismal xvm. 

Gloria short for the liturgical Gloria Patri (et 
Filio et Spiritui Sancto) Glory be to the Father 
(and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost), Gloria 
in excelsis Deo Glory to God in the highest, and 
Gloria tibi Domine Glory be to thee, O Lord. xiii. 

glory fboastful spirit; resplendent beauty; 
splendour (in religious lang., of God, etc.) xiii; 

exalted praise or honour xrv; halo, nimbus 
xvii. - OF. (AN.) glorie (mod. gloire) - L. gloria. 
So glory vb. exult, fboast. xrv. - L. gloridrl, f. 
gloria, glorify xiv. - (O)F. - ecclL. glorious 
xm. - AN. glori(o)us, OF. glorieux - L. gldriosus. 

gloss' superficial lustre, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
Hence as vb. (infl. by gloss*) give a specious 
appearance to, smoothe over. xvii. glossy xvi. 

gloss* interlinear or marginal explanation; 
(sophistical) interpretation, xvi. refash, of gloze 

after L. glossa. 
glossary xrv. - L. glossdrium, f. glossa gloss*; 

see -ary. Hence glossarist xvm. 
glosso- rarely glotto-, comb, form of Gr. glossa, 
glotta tongue, language, as in glossographer (Gr. 
glossogrdphos), -graphy xvii, glossology science 
of language xvm, glottology xix. 

glottis xvi. - modL. - Gr. glottis, f. glotta, var. 
of glossa tongue. Hence glottal xix. 

glove OE. glof corr. to ON. glofi, by some taken 
to be Gmc. *30/0/0, -an- f. *30 y- + base of ON 
lofi, Goth lofa hand. 

glow emit (bright) light. OE. str. vb. glowan, 
corr. to the wk. vbs. OS. gldjan (Du. gloeien), 
OHG gluoen (G. gluhen), ON. gloa\ f. Gmc. 
*3/0- IE. *ghlo-, *ghle-, whence W. glo coal, 
Lith. zleja twilight. Hence glow-worm xiv 

glower (Sc.) stare with wide-open eyes xvi; 
scowl xvm. perh. Sc var. of synon. (dial ) glare 
(xiv), the earlier sense of which seems to be 
‘shine, gleam', perh. - LG. glnren or Scand (cf. 
Icel. glora gleam, stare), rel. to glow. 
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gloxinia xix. modL., named after B. P. Gloxin, 
German botanist, who described the plant in 
1785. 

gloze flattery, deceit xm; comment, gloss xrv. - 
(O)F. glose - medL glosa, for L. glossa word 
needing explanation, the explanation itself - Gr. 
glossa tongue, (foreign) language, foreign or ob¬ 
scure word. So as vb. talk speciously xm; tgloss, 
explain xrv; explain away. - (O)F. gloser 

glncose six. - F., irreg. - Gr. gleukos must, 
sweet wine, rel. to glukus sweet; see -ose*. 

glue sb. xiv. - (O)F. glu late L. gliis, glut-, for 
L. gluten, rel. to Gr. gloia, gloiA, glia, gloios glue, 
Lith. glitus slippery; f. IE. *gloi- *glei- *gli- stick. 
So glue vb. xm - (Q)F. gluer Hence gluey xrv; 
see -y\ 

glum xvi. rel. to (dial.) glum vb. frown, scowl 
(xv), var. of iglom(e), igloumbe, gloom. 

glume (bot.) husk. xvm. - L. gluma *glubma, 
f. *glub- (as in glubere shell), 

glut feed to repletion, xrv. Earliest forms gloute, 
glotte, glotye, prob. - (O)F. gloutir swallow L. 
glutfire (see glutton). Hence sb. xvi. 

gluteus (anat.) any of the three muscles of the 
buttock, xvn. modL., f. Gr. gloutos rump, 

gluten falbuminous element of animal tissues 
xvi; sticky or viscid substance xvii; (chem.) 
nitrogenous part of flour xix. - F. - L. gluten 
glue. So glutinous xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

glutton A. gormandizer xm; B. voracious ani¬ 
mal, wolverine xvn. - OF. gluton, g lot on (mod. 
glouton)L. glutto, -on-, rel. to glutfire swallow, 
gluttus greedy, and further to gula throat. 
Hence gluttonous xrv. 

glycerin(e) xix. - F. glycerin, f. Gr. glukeros 
sweet, rel. to synon. glukus, of which the comb, 
form in gen. use is glyco- instead oiglycy-. 

glyph (archit.) vertical channel in a frieze xvm; 
sculptured mark xix. - F. glyphe - Gr. glupht 
carving, rel. to gluphein carve, 

glyptic pert, to carving, xix. - F. glyptique or 
Gr. gluptikos, f. gluptes carver, f. gluphein carve; 
see -ic. 

gnarled xvii. Once in Sh. (‘Measure for 
Measure’ n ii 116), and taken up thence by 
early xix writers; var. of *knarled, *knurled, f. 
knarl, knurl, extensions of knar (xm) rugged 
rock, knot in wood, knur, knor (xv) hard excres 
cence, corr. to MLG., MDu., MHG. knorre (Du 
knor, G. knorren) knobby protuberance, 

gnash xv. alt. of \gnacche (xrv) or fgnast (xiii), 
which had an early var. fgnaist - ON base of 
echoic orig., repr. by gnast(r)an gnashing of 
teeth, gnesta crash, clatter, 

gnat OE gnxtt, corr. to LG. gnatte, G dial. 
gnatze, rel to MLG. gnitte, G. gnitze. 

gnathic pert, to the jaws. xix. f. Gr. gnathos 
jaw + -ic. 

gnaw pt. gnawed, pp. gnawed (from xvm), 
gnawn. OE. str. vb. gnagan = OS. gnagan, 
OHG. (g)nagan (G. nagen), ON. gnaga, ult. imit. 

gneiss (geol.) kind of metamorphic rock. xvm. - 
G. gneiss, perh. rel. to OHG. gneisto ( = OE. 
gnast, etc.) spark, the rock being named from 
its sheen. 

gnomic pert, to general maxims, xix. - Gr. gno- 

mikos (perh. through F. gnomique), f. gndme 
opinion, judgement, f. IE. *gno-, see know, -ic. 

gnomon indicator, esp. of a sundial; tnose; part 
of a parallelogram remaining after a similar one 
is taken from one comer (from the resemblance 
to a carpenter’s square "1). xvi. - F. gnomon or 
L. gnomon - Gr. gn6mon inspector, indicator, 
carpenter’s square, f. IE. *gnd-, see know. 

gnosis knowledge of spiritual mysteries, xvm. - 
Gr. gnosis investigation, knowledge, f. IE. *gno- 
know. So gnostic adj. cognitive, intellectual 
xvii; sb. one of a sect of early Christians claim¬ 
ing gnosis xvi. - ecclL. gnostic us - Gr. gndstikos, 
f. gnostos, see -ic. 

gnu xvm. ult. - Bushman nqu, prob. through 
Du. gnoe. 

go pt. went (see wend), pp. gone fwalk; move 
along, proceed. OE. gan = OS. -gan (Du. gaan), 
OHG. gan and gen (G. gehen), f. Gmc. *jai-, 
*3X- IE. *ghe(i)-, prob. repr. in Gr. kikhemi I 
reach, Skr jahati leaves, forsakes, 

goad pointed rod for driving cattle. OE. gad 
Gmc. *3aido, f. IE. *ghai- (as in Gr. khaios, khaion 
shepherd’s staff); rel. to OE. gar spear, 

goal terminal point of a race; (in football), posts 
through which the ball is driven, xvi. of unkn. 
orig. 

goat OE. gat she-goat (the male being called 
bucca buck and gatbucca), pi. gxt = OS. get (Du. 
geit), OHG. geiz (G. geiss), ON. geit, Goth, gaits 
Gmc. *3aitaz, rel. to L. hxdus kidIE. *ghaidos. 
Hence goatee (U S.) beard resembling the tufted 
beard of a he-goat. xix. 

gob lump. xiv. - OF. go(u)be mouthful, lump 
(mod. gobbe food-ball, pill), f. gober swallow, 
gulp, perh. of Celt. orig. (cf. Gael, gob beak, bill, 
Ir. gob bill, mouth, whence prob. Sc. and north. 
Eng. gob mouth xvi). 

gobbet portion, fragment; lump of food, etc. 

xiv. - OF. gobet, dim. of gobe gob; see -et. 

gobble' swallow hurriedly, xvii. prob. f. gob + 
-LE®. 

gobble2 make the characteristic noise of a tur¬ 

key. xvii. imit., but perh. suggested by prec 

goblet xrv. - (O)F. gobelet, dim. of gobel, of 

unkn. orig.; see -et. 

goblin xiv. prob. - AN. *gobelin (recorded in 
F. xv and surviving in Norman dial ), medL. 
gobelinus, prob. appellative use of a proper 
name, dim. of Gobel (now Gobeau), app. rel. to 
kobold (see cobalt). 

goby xvm. - L. gobius, var. of cobius - Gr. kobios 
some small fish. 

god, God OE. god (pi. godu n., godas m.) = OS. 
(Du.) god m„ OHG. got (G. gott) m.. ON. god n„ 
heathen god, gud m. and n., God, Goth, gup (pi. 
guda n.); Gmc. *3ud-, of uncert. orig. Hence god¬ 
dess xiv; godfather, -mother, -daughter, 
-son late OE. godfxder, -modor, -dohtor, -sunu, 
cf. gossip; godchild xm. godhead xm. God’s 
acre churchyard xvii - G. Gottesacker ‘God’s 
seed field’, in which the bodies of the dead are 
sown’ in hope of the Resurrection godsend 
xix. for tGod’s send (xvii) alteration of ME. 
goddes sand God’s message, dispensation, or 
ordinance. Godspeed xv. f. phr. Godspeed ‘May 
God prosper (one)’ See also good-bye. 
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godetia genus of hardy annuals, xxx. f. name of 
C. H. Godet, Swiss botanist (d. 1879); see -ia\ 

god wit marsh-bird resembling the curlew, xvi. 
of unkn. orig. 

goffer make wavy, crimp, xvm. - F. gaufrer im 
press with a pattern-tool, f. gaufre honeycomb, 
pastry made on a mould, impressed pattern, AN. 
walfre - MLG. wafel\ see waffle, wafer. 

goggle (dial.) squint, roll the eyes or the head, 
xrv. prob. frequent, of a base *gog, expressive of 
oscillating movement; cf. jog, joggle, and see 
-le®. So goggle-eyed xiv. Hence goggle sb. 
tsquint, stare xvii; (pi.) the eyes; spectacles 
xvm. 

Goidel Celt of the branch represented by the 
Irish and the Highlanders of Scotland, xix. - OIr. 
Goidel, see Gael. Hence Goidelic xix. 

goitre xvii. - F., either (i) - Pr. goitron (also in 
OF.) Rom. *gutturidnem, f. L. guttur throat, 
or (ii) back-formation from F. goitreuxL. *gut- 
turidsus adj. 

gold sb. OE. = OS., OHG. gold (Du. goud, G. 
gold), ON gull, Goth .gulpGmc. *3ulpamIE. 
ghltom (cf. OS1. zlato), f. *ghel- yellow. Hence 
golden xiii; superseding fgilden, OE. gylden, 
see -en*. goldfinch. OE. goldfinc. goldsmith. 

OE. 
golf xv. of unkn. orig. 
golliwog fanciful invented name for a black 
faced doll. xix. 

golly (orig. U.S.) substitute for God in excls. xix. 

golosh see galosh. 

goluptious luscious, xix. perh. perversion of 
voluptuous. 

-gon, repr. Gr. -gonos -angled (cf. knee), in hep 
tagon, hexagon, pentagon. 

gondola xvi. - (Venetian) It. So gondolier 
xvii. - F. - It. 

gonfalon banner, xvi. - It. gonfalone = F. gon¬ 
falon, later form of gonfanon - Gmc. *gundfano 
(= OE. gudfana, ON. gunnfani), f. *3und-Gmc. 
*3unt>io war +,fano banner, 

gong xvii. - Malay. 
goniometer instrument for measuring angles, 

xvm. - F. goniometre, f. Gr. gdnia angle + metron 
measure; see -meter. 

gonorrhoea xvi. - late L. - Gr. gonorrhoia, f. 

gonos semen (cf. kin) + rhoia flux, rel. to rhein 
flow. 

good OE. god = OS. god (Du. goed), OHG. guot 
(G. gut), ON. godr, Goth, gops Gmc. *3ddaz, f. 
var. of the base *306- bring together, unite, as 
in gaderian gather, the primary sense being 
‘fitting, suitable’ (cf. OS1. goditi be pleasing). 
Compared better, best; adv. well. See also 
goods. Hence goodly comely, fair OE.; notable 
in size xin; excellent, proper xrv; kindly xrv. 
goodman (i) male head of a house xiv (house¬ 
holder, husband xvi); (ii) tprefixed to des¬ 
ignations, names of yeomen, etc., (hence) 
yeoman, Scottish laird xvi. Similarly (dial.) 
goodwife xiv; cf. goody', goodwill tvirtuous 
disposition; favourable regard, benevolence 
OE.; cheerful acquiescence xiii; privilege gran 
ted by the seller of a business to the purchaser 
of trading as his successor xvi. 

good-bye xvi. Early forms God be wy you, God 

buy’ye, God b'uy, Godbuy, contr. of phr. God be 
with you or ye, with later substitution of good 
for God, after good day (xiii), good night (xrv). 

goods (pi.) property, possessions xiii; mer 
chandise, wares xv. Superseded synon. use of 
sg good (xii); partly after ON. gods, g sg. of god 
(n. of godr) used as an indecl sb. in the sense 
'property’, partly after L. bona, sb. use of n. pi. 
of bonus good. 

goody1 lowly form of address to a (married) 
woman, xvi. Hypocoristic f. goodwife. 

goody1 sweetmeat, xvm. f. good; see -y*. 

goody* weakly or sentimentally good. xix. f 
GOOD + -Y*. Also redupl. goody-goody xix. 

googly (orig. Austral.) in cricket, a ball that 
breaks from the off. xx of unkn. orig. 

goosander xvii. prob. f. goose + second el of 
bergander sheldrake (xvi), which prob. repr. 
ON. qnd duck, pi. andir. 

goose pi. geese. OE. gos, pi. ges = MLG. gos, 
(M)Du., (O)HG. gans, ON. gas Gmc. *jans- 
IE. *ghans-, whence also L. anser (:- *hanser), 
Gr. khin, Skr. hamsd-, Lith. zqsis goose, OIr. 
geis swan. 

gooseberry xvi. app. f. goose + berry. 

gopher1 the wood of which Noah's Ark was 
built, xvii. - Heb. gopher. 

gopher2 (orig. U.S.) land tortoise xvm (also 
tmagofer)\ pouched rat; ground squirrel xix. of 
uncert. orig. 

gore1 fdung, filth OE.; blood shed (and clotted) 
xvi. OE. gor = (M)Du. £Oor, OHG. gor mud, filth, 
ON. gor cud, slimy matter, rel. to OIr. gor, W. 
gor matter, pus. 

gore* triangular piece of land OE.; skirt front, 
petticoat xiii; triangular piece, spec, of cloth xiv. 

OE. gara = MDu. ghere (Du. geer), OHG. gero 
(G. gehre), ON. geiri, rel. to gar spear (a spear¬ 
head being triangular). 

gore® tstab xrv; pierce with the horns xvi. of 
unkn. orig. 

gorge throat xiv; crop of a hawk xv; contents of 
the stomach (phr. one's gorge rises) xvi; neck of 
a bastion xvii; ravine xvm. - (O)F., ‘throat’ 
Rom. *gurga, for L. gurges whirlpool. Hence vb. 
fill the gorge (of), xiv. 

gorgeous xv. Early forms gorgayse, gorges, 
gorgyas - OF. gorgias fine, stylish, elegant, of 
unkn. orig.; assim. in ending to words in -eous. 

gorget throat armour xv; wimple, necklace 
xvi. - OF. gorgete, f. gorge throat, gorge; see -et. 

gorgio gipsies’ name for one who is not a gipsy, 
xix. - Romany. 

gorgon terrible- or repulsive-looking person, 
xvi. Generalized use of the proper name Gor¬ 
gon - L. Gorgo, on- - Gr Gorgd, f. gorgos 
terrible. 

gorgonzola cheese named from a village near 
Milan, Italy, xix. 

gorilla xix. Adopted by Thomas Savage in 1847 
as the specific name; - Gr. gorilla (only in acc. 
pi ), an alleged African name of a wild or hairy 
man (prop, the female). 

gormandize xvi. f. tgormandize sb. gluttonous 
feeding (xv) - (O)F gourmandise, f. gourmand 
glutton 
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gorse OE. gors(t), app. rel. to L. hordeum, Gr. 
krltht, OHG. gersta (G. gerste) barley, 

gorsedd meeting of Welsh bards and druids, 
xvm. - W., ‘throne, tribunal’, lit. ‘high seat’, 

gosh Deformation of God used in oaths, xvm 
(earlier tgosse xvi). 

goshawk OE. goshafoc, f. gds goose + hafoc 
HAWK. 

gosling xv. orig. gesling - ON. gxslingr, f. gas 
goose; assim. (xv) to Eng. goose; see -ling'. 

gospel the ‘good tidings’ proclaimed by Jesus 
Christ; any of the four books written by the 
Evangelists; portion of any of these read at the 
Eucharist OE.; something ‘as true as the gospel’ 
xm; something ‘to swear by’ as doctrine to be 
believed xvn. OE. gddspel, i.e. god good, spel 
news, tidings (spell1), rendering of ecclL. bona 
annuntiatio, bonus nuntius, used as literal ren¬ 
derings of ecclL. evangelium, Gr. euaggelion 
evangel. Identification of the first syll. with 
God in Eng. is reflected in forms adopted in the 
Gmc. langs. of peoples evangelized from Eng¬ 
land, viz. OS. godspell, OHG. gotspell, ON. gud-, 
godspjall. Hence gospeller (which illustrates 
various uses of -er1), OE. godspellere, f. gddspel 
or the corr. vb. godspellian, tone of the four 
evangelists (OE.-xvn); fgospel-book xv; one 
who recites the Gospel at the Eucharist; one 
who professes the faith of the gospel, esp. 
fanatically (hot gospeller) xvi. 

gossamer fine film spun by spiders, xrv 
(gosesomer, gossomer). The earliest forms 
suggest deriv. from goose-(-summer1, but the 
allusion is obscure. 

gossip fsponsor at baptism OE.; ffamiliar ac¬ 
quaintance xrv; idle talker, tattler xvi; (from the 
vb.) tittle-tattle, easy talk xix. Late OE. godsibb, 
corr. to ON. gudsefi godfather, gudsifja god¬ 
mother, comp, of god and sib denoting the spiri¬ 
tual affinity of the baptized and their sponsors. 
Hence gossip vb. be or act as gossip xvi; talk 
idly xvn. 

got, gotten see get. 

Goth name of a Germanic tribe prominent in 
Europe a.d. in-v. OE. Goto, usu. in pi. Go tan, 
was superseded in ME. (xrv) by the adoption of 
late and medL. Gothl pi. = Gr. Got(t)hoi pi. - 
Goth. *Gutds or * Guta ns pi. So Gothic pert, to 
the Goths; tGermanic, Teutonic; tmedieval, ro¬ 
mantic, of the Dark Ages; spec, of the style of 
architecture characterized particularly by the 
pointed arch; tbarbarous, savage; black-letter 
(type), xvii. - F. gothique or late L. Gothicus. 

gouache water-colour painting with opaque 
colours, xix. - F. - It. guazzo. 

gouge chisel with concave blade, xv. - (O)F. 
late L. gu(l)bia, perh. of Celt. orig. Hence vb. xvi. 

goulash stew of steak and vegetables xix; re¬ 
deal in contract bridge xx. - Hung, gulyashus, f. 
gulyds herdsman + bus meat, 

gourd xrv. - AN. gurde, OF. gourde, repr. ult. 
L. cucurbita. 

gourmand fglutton xv; judge of good feeding 
xvm. - (O)F., of unkn. orig. 

gourmet connoisseur in the delicacies of the 
table, xix. - F. gourmet, orig. (wine-merchant’s) 

Gr(a)ecism 

assistant, wine-taster, infl. in sense by 
GOURMAND. 

gout disease orig. so named from the notion of 
the dropping of morbid matter from the blood 
into the joints, xm. - OF. goute (mod. goutte) 
drop, goutL. gutta drop. Hence gouty xv. 

govern rule with authority xm; direct, regu¬ 
late, sway xrv; (of grammatical regimen) xvi. - 
OF. governer (mod. gouverner) L. guberndre 
steer, direct, rule - Gr. kuberndn steer. So 
governance xrv. - OF. governess xv. Short¬ 
ening of tgoverneress (xrv); see -ess*, govern¬ 
ment xvi. - (O)F. governor xm. - OF. 
governeor (mod. gouverneur) - L. gubernator. 

gowan (Sc. and north.) applied to various yel¬ 
low and white field flowers, xvi. prob. alteration 
of (dial.) gollan (xrv) ranunculus, caltha, chrys¬ 
anthemum, which is prob. rel. to gold in 
MARIGOLD. 

gowk (dial.) cuckoo xrv; fool, half-wit xvn. - ON. 
gaukr = OE. giac, OS. gdk, OHG. gouh (in MHG. 
fool, G. gauch)Gmc. (exc. Gothic) *3aukaz, of 
imit. orig. 

gown xrv. - OF. goune, gon(n)elate L. gunna 
fur garmtent. Hence gownsman (earlier tgown- 
man,) fadult Roman xvi (tr. L. togatus ‘gowned 
man’); civilian, opp. soldier; lawyer, clergyman; 
university man xvii. 

grab xvi. prob. - MLG., MDu. grabben, to which 
there is a frequent, formation, Du., LG. grabbeln 
scramble for a thing, whence prob. (dial.) grab¬ 
ble (xvi) grope, scramble, etc. 

grace favour xn; prayer of blessing or thanks¬ 
giving xm; pleasing quality xiv. - (O)F. grace, 
semi-pop. - L. gratia, f. gratus pleasing (see 
grateful). So gracious xm. Hence graceful in 
casual use from xv till late xvi, when the present 
senses begin, graceless xiv. 

grackle bird of any genus orig. included in Gra- 
cula. xvm. - modL. gracula, fem. formed to corr. 
to L. graculus jackdaw. 

gradation t(rhet.) climax; tgradual progress; 
series of stages xvi; scale of degrees xvn; ablaut 
xix. - L. graddtio, -on-, f. gradus step; see -ation. 
So grade fangular degree xvi; step, stage, de¬ 
gree xvm. - L. gradus or F. grade. Hence as 
vb. fin pp. admitted to a degree xvi, arrange in 
grades xvn. -grade adj. suffix repr. L. -gradus 
stepping, as in retrograde, tardigrade, gradi¬ 
ent amount of inclination (of a road) to the hori¬ 
zontal. xix. prob. f. grade with ending suggested 
by salient, gradine set of low steps or seats one 
above another; shelf at the back of an altar, 
xix. - It. gradino, dim. of grado step, gradual 
tgraded, in steps xv; proceeding by degrees 
xvn. - medL. gradualis, f. L. gradus. Also sb. 
(eccl.) portion of the Eucharistic office between 
the epistle and the gospel, orig. recited on the 
steps of the ambo. xvi. - medL. graduate, n. of 
gradualis used sb. graduate (i) adj. and sb. 
(ii) vb. xv. (i) -, (ii) f. medL. graduatus, pp. 
(used sb.) of graduari take a degree; see -ate2,3. 

gradus short for Gradus ad Parnassum (steps 
to Parnassus), L. title of a dictionary of L. 
prosody used as an aid to versification, xvm. 

Gr(a)ecism Greek idiom or style, xvi. - F. 
grecisme or medL. Graxismus, f. Gnecus Greek; 
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see -ism. So Gr(a)ecize xvii. - L. Graecizare. 
Gr(a)eco- mod comb, form of L. Grxcus. xvii. 

graffito pi. 4 drawing or writing scratched on a 
wall. xix. - It., irreg. f. graffiare scratch, f. graffio 
scratching, hook, of Gmc. orig. 

graft' shoot inserted in another stock, xv. alt. 
of tgraff (xrv) - OF. gra/e, grefe, (also mod.) 
greffe - L. graphium - Gr. graphion, grapheion 
stylus, f. grdphein write; the transf. of meaning 
was suggested by the similarity of shape. Hence 
graft vb. xv. alt. of tgraff (xrv). 

graft2 (orig. U.S.) means of making illicit profit: 
dishonest gains; (political) bribery, xix. of unkn. 
orig. 

grail1 (eccl.) gradual, xrv. ME. grael - OF. 
ecclL. gradate, for graduate gradual. 

grail* cup used by Jesus Christ at the Last Sup¬ 
per, in which Joseph of Arimathea is said to 
have received his blood at the Crucifixion, xiv. 
ME. greal, graal - OF. graal, grael, greel, greil 
medL. gradalis dish, of unkn. orig. 

grain A. small hard particle xm; granular tex 
ture; tberry, grape; seed, spec, of corn or cereal 
xrv; smallest Eng. unit of weight xvi. B. kermes, 
which was thought to consist of seeds or berries 
(phr. in grain, cf. ingrained); (fast) dye xiv. In 
A - (O)F. grain L. granum corn'; in B - (O)F. 
graine Rom. *grana fern., orig. pi. of granum 
n. 

grallatorial (ornithology) wading, xix. f. 
modL. gralldtorius, f. L, gralldtor walker on 
stilts, f. grallae stilts; see -ator, -ial. 

grailoch disembowel, xix. - Gael, grealach 
entrails. 

gram1 chick-pea. xvm. - Pg. tgram, grdo L. 
granum grain. 

gram* var. of gramme. 

-gram repr. Gr. gramma something written, let¬ 
ter of the alphabet, rel. to grdphein write in (i) 
words directly derived from Gr., as anagram, 
diagram, program(me), or modelled on Gr. 
types, as chronogram, logogram, (ii) words 
compounded with a numeral with gramma (or 
grammt line), as monogram, pentagram. Also, 
in the denominations of weight in the metric 
system, repr. gramme. 

gramarye tgrammar, learning xrv; (arch.) 
occult learning, magic xv. - AN. gramarie = 
OF. gramaire grammar; cf. glamour. 

gramineous grassy, xvn. f. L. gramineus, f. 
gramen, gramin- grass; see -eous. 

grammalogue word represented by a single 
shorthand sign. xix. irreg. f. Gr. gramma let¬ 
ter + logos word. 

grammar xrv. - AN. gramere, OF. gramaire 
(mod. grammaire) - L. grammatica - Gr. gram- 
mat ik^, sb. use of fern, of grammatikos per¬ 
taining to letters (whence, through L. and F., 
grammatical xvi), f. gramma, grammat- (see 
-gram). So grammarian xrv. - OF. gramarien 
(mod. grammairien), f. gramaire. 

gramme xvm. - F. - Gr. (late L.) gramma small 
weight. 

gramophone xix. Formed by inverting the 
first and last sylls. of phonogram. Preceded by 
graphophone (xix), from phonograph. 

grampus name for several delphinoid cet¬ 

aceans. xvi. Earliest forms graundepose, gram 
poys, alt. (by assim. to grand) of tgra(s)peys 
(xrv) - OF. grapois, graspeis, also craspois 
medL. craspiscis, f. L. crassus fat, crass, piscis 
FISH. 

granadUla passion-fruit, xvm. - Sp. grana- 
dilla, dim. of granada pomegranate. 

granary xvi. - L. grdndrium (usu. pi. -ia), f. 

granum grain; see -ary. 

grand great, pre-eminent, principal xv; impos¬ 
ing, sublime xvm. - F. grand large, tall, 
sublime, or its source L. grandis full-grown, 
abundant, tall, powerful, sublime The use of 
F. grand to denote the second degree removed 
in ascent of relationship was adopted, grand- 
pere, grand'mere being repr. by grandfather, 
-mother xvi, earlier fgraunt- xv; it was ex¬ 
tended (xvi) to the corr. degree of descent in 
grandchild, -son, -daughter, where F. has 
petit little. 
grandee xvi. - Sp., Pg. grande, sb. use of grande 
adj. grand; the ending was illogically assim. to 
-EE'. 

grandeur fheight xv; teminence; transcendent 
or sublime greatness, lofty dignity, xvn. - (O)F. 
grandeur, f. grand great, grand. 

grandiloquent xvi. f. L. grandiloquus, f. gran¬ 
dis great, grand + -loquus speaking, f. loqui to 
speak; see -ent. 

grandiose xix. - F. - It. grandioso, f. grande 
grand; see -ose1. 

grange (arch.) granary; farming establishment 
xm; outlying farmhouse of an estate xiv. - 
(O)F.medL. grdnica, sb. use of fern, of *grani- 
cus pert, to grain, f. granum grain. 

granite xvn. - It. granito lit. grained, granular, 
pp. formation on grano grain. Hence granitic 
xvm. 

granny xvii (ee). f. grannam, var. of grandom 
(- AN. ground dame; see grand, dame) + -y* 

grant agree to, allow, concede xm; bestow for¬ 
mally xrv. - OF. gra(a)nter, greanter, alteration 
of creanter guarantee, assure Rom. *cre- 
dentdre, f. credent-, prp. stem of L. credere 
believe, trust (see credit). Hence grant sb. xm. 

granule xvii. - late L. grdnulum, dim. of 
granum grain; see -ule. So granular xvm, 
granulate, -ation xvn, granulose xix, 
granulous xvi. 

grape berry of the vine xm; morbid growth on 
the pastern of a horse xvi; more fully grape-shot 
(xvm) cannon shot consisting of cast-iron balls 
connected together xvii. Earlier in wingrape 
‘wine-cluster’, cluster of grapes (xm). - OF. 
grape (mod. grappe) bunch of grapes; later in 
xm used first in coll, pi., subsequently in sg. OF. 
grape was prob. a verbal sb. f. graper gather 
(grapes), f. grap(p)e hook, of Gmc. orig. Hence 
grape-fruit (orig. U.S.) xix. 

graph xix orig. (chem.) short for graphic for 
mula, in which lines are used to indicate the 
connections of elements; hence in math. 

-graph repr. F. graphe, L. -graphus - Gr. 
-graphos, which was used (i) in the sense ‘writ¬ 
ten’, as autographos autograph, kheirographos 
chirograph, (ii) in the sense ‘writing’, ‘descri¬ 
bing’, as bibliogrdphos writer of books. 
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geogrdphos geographer. Several of the Gr. pass¬ 
ive formations have been anglicized, and anal¬ 
ogous formations have been made on Gr. models 
such as lithograph, photograph, which have 
been imitated in hybrid formations such as pic 
tograph. Most of the current words in -graph 
are of the technical order and usu. denote a 
thing that records or expresses (as if in writing), 
e g. heliograph, ideograph, phonograph, seis¬ 
mograph, telegraph. The Gr. active formations 
are usu repr. by forms in -grapher, which fur 
nish agent-nouns for formations in -graphy. 
Some words in -graphy denote processes or 
styles of writing or graphic representation, 
as calligraphy, orthography, photography, 
typography, but mostly they are names of 
sciences, as bibliography, geography, lexico¬ 
graphy, topography. Hybrid formations like 
stratigraphy are few. The corr. adjs. end in 
•graphic(al), with advs. in -graphically. 

graphic fdrawn with pencil or pen (rare); vi¬ 
vidly descriptive xvn; pert, to drawing or paint¬ 
ing xviii; characterized by diagrams xrx. - L. 
graphicus - Gr. graphikos, f. graph& drawing, 
writing. So graphical xvii, graphically xvi. 

graphite xviii. - G. graphit, f. Gr. grdphein 
write (the stuff being used for pencils); see -ite. 

grapnel xiv. - AN. *grapenel, f. synon. OF. gra- 
pon (mod. grappin), of Gmc. orig.; see -el1. 

grapple grapnel, xvi. - OF. grapil - Pr . f. grapa 
hook, of Gmc. orig. Hence grapple vb. xvi. 

grasp fclutch (intr.) xrv; seize with the hand 
xvi; fig. xvn. ME. graspe, grapse, perh. OE 
*grxpsan Gmc. *3raipisdn, parallel to *jrai- 
pdjan grope; but perh. of LG. orig. 

grass herbage for fodder OE.; grassy earth xm; 
pasture xv; non-cereal gramineous plant xvi. 
OE. grass, gaers = OS. (Du ), (O)HG., ON., Goth. 
gras Gmc. *3rasam, f. *jra- *jro- (see 
grow). So grasshopper xv. Extended form of 
tgrasshop, OE. gaershoppa (f. gaers + hoppa, 
agent-noun of hoppian hop1), grass widow fun- 
married woman who has cohabited xvi; married 
woman away from her husband xix (first in In¬ 
dia). The first el. may have alluded orig. to a bed 
of grass or hay. grassy xvi. 

grate' fgrating, grille xrv; fcage, prison xvi, 
barred frame for holding fuel xvii. - OF.Rom. 
*crdta, *grata, for L. cratis hurdle, 

grate* fscrape, scarify; rasp small xv; rub 
harshly upon xvi. - OF. grater (mod. gratter) 
Rom. *grattare - Frankish *kratton (G. kratzen 
scratch). So grater grating or rasping instru¬ 
ment. xrv. Partly - OF. grateor, -our, partly f. 
the above vb.; see -er1’*. 

grateful pleasing; thankful, xvi. f. f grate (xvi) - 
L. gratus (in the same senses), pp. formation 
corr. to Skr. gurta- welcome, agreeable, rel. to 
words of the Indo-Iran. and Baltic groups de¬ 
noting ‘praise’; the unusual formation with 
-ful' may have been suggested by It. gradevole 
pleasing. 

gratify freward, recompense; give pleasure to 
xvi. - F. gratifier, or its source L. gra.tifi.cdri do 
a favour to. make a present of, f gratus, see 
grateful and fy. So gratification xvi. 

graze 

gratin (cookery) garnishing of grated or rasped 
material, xix. - F., f. OF. grater grate*. 

gratis for nothing, freely, xv. - L. gratis, re¬ 
duction of grdtiis, abl. pi. of gratia favour, 
GRACE. 

gratitude ffavour, free gift; gratefulness, xvi ~ 
F. gratitude or medL. grdtitudo, f. gratus: see 
GRATEFUL, -TUDE. 

gratuity tgraciousness, favour; gift, present, 
xvi. - (Q)F. gratuite or medL. gratuitds gift, f. L. 
gratus: see grateful, -ity. So gratuitous xvii. 

f. L. grdtuitus freely given, spontaneous, 
gravamen grievance or its presentation xvn; 
part of an accusation that bears most heavily 
xix. - late L. gravamen physical inconvenience, 
in medL. grievance, f. L. gravdre weigh upon, 
oppress, f. gravis heavy, grave*. 

grave' place dug out for a burial. OE. graef = 
OS. graf, OHG. grap (G. grab)WGmc. *jrafta 
(cf. ON. grgf, Goth, graba *jrafto); f. *3rab- 
grave*. 

grave* (dial.) dig OE.; (dial., orig. from ON.) 
bury xiii; (arch.) engrave OE. OE. str. vb. 
grafan = OS. bigraban (Du. graven), OHG. gra- 
ban (G. graben), ON. grafa, Goth, graban dig 
Gmc. *3raban\ EE. cogns. are OS1. -grebq I dig, 
Latv. grebju I scrapie. The strong pt. died out in 
xv; pp. graven survives as a literary arch.; wk. 
forms appeared in xiv in pt. and pp. 

grave* weighty, important; serious xvi; plain, 
sombre xvn; (gram.) opp. acute xvii. - (O)F. 
grave or L. gravis heavy, important, corr. to Skr. 
guru-, Gr. bar us, Goth, kaurus heavy. 

grave4 clean (a ship’s bottom) by burning and 
tarring; esp. in graving dock. xv. prob. f. dial. F. 
grave, var. of greve shore, 

gravel xm. - (O)F. gravelle, dim. of grave 
gravel, coarse sand; see grave4, -el*. Hence 
gravel-blind, joc. intensive in Sh. ‘Merchant of 
Venice’ n ii 38 of sand-bund. 

graven see grave*. 

gravid pregnant, xvi. - L. gravidus laden, preg 
nant, f. gravis heavy; see grave*, -id1. 

gravitate fexert weight or pressure, be 
affected by the force of gravity, xvii. f. pp. stem 
of modL. gravitdre, f. L. gravitds gravity; see 
-ate*. So gravitation xvn. 

gravity finfluence, authority; seriousness; 
weighty dignity xvi, physical weight, later only 
sj>ec. xvn. - (O)F. gravite or L. gravitds, f. gravis 
heavy; see grave*, -ity. 

gravure abbrev. of photogravure, xix. 

gravy tdressing for white meats, etc. consisting 
of broth spiced xrv; fat and juices exuding from 
flesh during and after cooking xvi. ME. 
graue(y), perh. originating in a misreading of 
grane - OF. grane (in printed texts often grave), 
prob. f. grain spice; see grain', y*. 

gray see grey Hence grayling fish of silver 
grey colour, xv. 

graze' feed on herbage OE.; put to pasture xvi. 
OE. grasian, f. grass grass. 

graze* touch lightly so as to abrade, xvn. The 
earliest application is to a shot or shaft glancing 
off a surface; p>erh. a sp>ec. use of prec., as if‘take 
off the grass close to the ground’. 
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grazier one who grazes cattle for market, xvi 
f. GRASS+ -IER’. 

grease melted fat xm; fat of a beast of the chase 
xrv. - AN. grece, gresse, (O)F. graisse Rom 
*crassia, f. L. crassus fat. Hence grease vb. xv. 
greasy xvi. 

great (dial.) thick, coarse, bulky; large, of con¬ 
siderable size OE.; pregnant xn, important, emi¬ 
nent xm. OE. great = OS. grot (Du. groot), OHG. 
groz (G. gross)WGmc. *3rautaz, of unkn. orig 
The use of the adj- to designate persons one de¬ 
gree further removed in ascending or de 
scending relationship is after the use of F. 
grand. Hence greatly xii, greatness late OE. 

greave (usu. pi.) armour for the leg below the 
knee. xrv. - OF. greve calf of the leg, shin, 
armour, of unkn. orig. 

greaves fibrous refuse of tallow, xvii. - LG. 
greven pi., corr. to OHG. griubo.griobo (G. griebe 
refuse of lard or tallow), of unkn. orig. 

grebe xviii. - F grebe, of unkn. orig. 
Grecian xvi. - OF. grecien or medL *grxci- 
anus, f. L. Grxcia Greece; see -ian. 

greedy OE. gredig, grxdig = OS. gradag, OHG 
gratag, ON. gradugr, Goth, gredags Gmc. 
*grx6agaz, -ugaz, f. *grx6uz hunger, greed (in 
OE. grxdum d. pi. eagerly, ON. grddr, Goth, gre- 
dus), of unkn. orig. Hence greed sb., by back- 
formation. XVII. 

Greek native of Greece OE.; language of Greece 
xrv; cheat, sharper xvi; adj. xrv. OE. Grecos (pi.; 
and so for the most part till xvi), corr. to MLG. 
Greke, MDu. Grieke, G. Grieche, ON. Grikkir 
(pi.), of which the earlier forms are OE. Crecas, 
OHG Chrech, Goth. Kreks Gmc. *Krekaz - L. 
Grxcus (applied by the Romans to the people 
who called themselves Hellenes; see Hellene) - 
Gr. Graikos: cf. L. Graius, used (esp. pi.) as a 
poet. syn. of Grxcus. 

green of the colour of growing herbage, verdant 
OE.; fresh, young, unripe, immature xvii. OE. 
grene = OS. groni (Du. groen), OHG gruoni (G. 
grim), ON. grcenn Gmc. *3rdnjaz, f. *jro (see 
grow). Hence greenery xviii. greengage xviii 
f. name of Sir William Gage greenhorn perh. 
orig. ox with green (i.e. young) horns xv; in¬ 
experienced person xvii. greening tvariety of 
pear, apple which is green when ripe, xvii 
prob. - MDu. groeninc (Du. groening) kind of 
apple, greenness OE. 

greet1 address, salute, esp. with expressions of 
goodwill OE.; receive with welcome xvii. OE. 
gretan, *gra>tan handle, touch, visit, attack, 
treat, salute = OS. grotian call upon (Du. 
groeten salute), OHG. gruozzen address, attack 
(G.grussen salute):-WGmc. *3rdtjancry out, call 
upon, (hence) provoke to action, assail, address; 
perh. based on IE. *ghrod- *ghred- resound, 
repr. by Skr. hrad- Some take this vb and the 
next to have a common basis. 

greet2 (Sc.) weep, (i) OE. (Anglian) gretan, 
*grxtan (prob. str., but once wk. pt. begrette) = 
OS. gratan str.. MHG. grazen (wk.) cry out, rage, 
storm, ON. grata (str ), Goth, gretan (str.) 
Gmc. *3rxtan: cf. prec.; (ii) OE. greotan (= OS. 
griotan), of uncert. orig. 

gregarious f. L. gregarius, f. grex, greg flock. 
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herd (cf. OIr. graig herd of horses, Gr. agord 
(place of) assembly); see -arious. 

gremial pert, to the bosom or lap xvii; (hist.) 
'internal', resident (member) xvi; sb. (eccl.) ap¬ 
ron for a bishop's lap xix. - medL. gremialis, 
ale, f. L. gremium lap, bosom; see -ial. 

grenade tpumegranate; small explosive shell. 
xvi. - F., alt of OF. (pume) grenate pome¬ 

granate after Sp. granada. So grenadier tsol- 
dier armed with grenades, (now) soldier of a 
regiment of guards, xvii. see -ier2. 

grenadine dress fabric, xix. - F grenadine, for¬ 
merly grenade silk of a grained texture, f grain 
grain; see -ine4 

grey, gray OE. grxg = MDu. gra(u) (Du. 
grauw). OHG. grao (G. grau), ON. grdr Gmc. 
*3rxwaz. 

grid grating, xix. Back-formation from 
gridiron. 

griddle tgridiron xm; circular plate for baking 
cakes on xiv. - OF. gredil, gridil gridiron (mod. 
grit)Rom. *craticulum, dim. of cratis hurdle, 
etc. See grill. 

gridiron frame of parallel metal bars used for 
broiling, xiii (gredire). app. alt. of gredile grid¬ 

dle by assoc, with irefn) iron. 

grief thardship, suffering; tdispleasure, griev¬ 
ance xiii; thurt, mischief, injury; mental dis¬ 
tress xrv. - AN. gref, OF. grief (mod. grief 
grievance, injury, complaint), f. grever cause in¬ 
jury or grief, harass Rom. *grevare, alt. of L. 
gravdre, f. gravis grave’. So grieve fharass, 
trouble, hurt; affect with deep sorrow; provoke 
to anger xiii; feel or show grief xiv. - OF. 
grever. grievance finjury, distress xm; thurt, 
disease xiv; ground of complaint xv. - OF. gre- 

vance. 
griffin, griffon', gryphon fabulous animal 
combining eagle and lion; vulture, xrv. - OF. 
grifoun (mod. griffon) Rom. *gryphb, -on-, 
augm. of late L. gryphus, f. gryps, gryph- - Gr. 
grups. 

griffon2 breed of dog xix - F. griffon (applied 
to an Eng. dog) griffin. 

grig fdwarf xiv; short legged hen xvi; young eel 
xvii. of unkn. orig. The phr. merry grig ex 
travagantly lively person, synon. and contemp 
with merry Greek (xvi), was perh. orig. an alter¬ 
ation of the latter. 

grill gridiron, xvii. - (O)F. gril, earlier grail, 
greil, m. form based on fern, grille (see next). So 
grill vb. broil on a gridiron, xvii. - F. griller. 
Hence a new sb grill broiled meat, etc. xviii. 

grille grating, lattice-screen xvii. - (O)F 
grille, earlier graille Rom. *grcuicula, for L. 
cratlcula. dim. of cratis hurdle, etc. 

grilse (Sc. and north.) young salmon for the 
year following its first return from the sea. xv. 
Of obscure orig.; the Sc. vars fgirsil (xv), 
fgrissil (xvi) may be closer to the orig. form (cf. 
OF. grisel grey). 

grim fierce, cruel OE.; stern or harsh of aspect 
or demeanour xrv; (of laughter, etc.) un¬ 
relenting xvii. OE. = OS. (Du ), OHG. grim (G 
grimm), ON. grimmrGmc. *3rimmaz, f *3rem 
*3ram (whence OE. gram angry, gremian 
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make angry) •- IE *ghrem- *ghrom- (whence Gr. 
khremizein neigh, 0S1. gromu thunder), 

grimace sb. xvii. - F. grimace, earlier fgri- 
mac.he - Sp. grimazo caricature, f. grima fright 
(- Gmc. stem of grim) with pejorative suffix 
-azo L. -aceum (cf. -aceous). Hence, or - F. 
grimacer, grimace vb. xvm. 

grime soil with soot, etc. xv. - MLG., MDu. 
*grimen. Hence grime sb. xvi. grimy xvn. 

grin draw back the lips and show the teeth, in 
pain or fanger OE., in a smile xv. OE. grennian, 
rel. to OHG. grennan mutter (MHG. grennen 
wail, grin) and OHG. granon grunt (MHG. 
grannen), ON. grenja howl; f. Gmc. *3ran-. Cf. 
groan. Hence grin sb. xvn. 

grind reduce to small particles; make a scrap¬ 
ing or grating noise OE. (spec, gnash; also trans. 
xiv); sharpen the edge of xm; work laboriously 
(at) xvin. OE. str. vb. grindan, of which there 
are no Gmc. cogns. An IE. base *ghrendh- is 
repr. by L. frendere rub away, gnash, Lith. 
grendziu I rub. Hence grind sb. hard task xix. 
grindstone xm. 

gringo (among Spanish Americans) Anglo- 
American. xix. transf. use of Sp. gringo 
gibberish. 

grip sb. (i) OE. gripe grasp, clutch, corr. to OHG. 
grif- in comb., MHG. grif (G. griff) grasp, handle, 
claw, ON. grip grasp, clutch, gripr possession, 
property; (ii) OE. gripa handful, sheaf; both f. 
wk. base of gripan gripe. So grip vb. OE. (late 
Nhb.) grippa. 

gripe tgrasp OE.: seize firmly xm; tafflict xvi; 
pinch with pain xvn. OE. str. vb. gripan = OS. 
gripan (Du. grijpen), OHG. grifan (G. greifen), 
ON. gripa, Goth, greipan, cogn. with Lith. 
griebiii. Cf. grope. Weak inflexions were 
established in xv. Hence gripe sb. xiv; in pi. 
griping pains, colic xvn. 

grippe influenza, xvm. - F., f. gripper seize - 
Gmc. *3ripjan grip. 

grisaille painting in grey monochrome, xix. - 
F., f. gris grey. 

grisette French working-class woman, xvm. - 
F., orig. inferior grey dress fabric, formerly the 
garb of women of the poorer classes, f. gris 
grey + -ette. 

griskin lean part of pig’s loin. xvn. Obscurely 
f. (dial.) gris pig, foccas. pork (- ON. griss). 

grisly causing horror (later in weaker sense). 
Late OE. grislic, f. wk. base of *grisan (in agri- 
san terrify) = MLG., MDu. grisen, perh. partly 
aphetic of OE. angrislic. 

grist tgrinding OE ; com to be ground xv. OE. 
gristGmc. *3rinst-, f. *3rindan grind. 

gristle cartilage. OE. gristle = MLG. gristel, 
gerstel, MHG. gruschel, similar synon. forms are 
OE. grost, OHG. chrustila (MHG. krostel, kru- 
stel)\ ult. orig. unkn. 

grit sand, gravel, (now) minute stony particles 
OE.; coarse sandstone xm; texture of stone xvi; 
(orig. U.S.) pluck, stamina xix. OE. greot = OS. 
griot, OHG. grioz (G. griess), ON. grjotGmc. 
*3reutam (cf. groats, grout'). 

grizzle1 grey, xv (earlier as so. grey haired 
old man xiv). - OF. grisel, f. gris grey - Gmc. 

grot 

*3risiaz (OS., MLG. gris), of unkn. orig. Hence 
grizzled, grizzly xvi. Grizzly bear xvm. 

grizzle* (dial.) grin xvm; cry in a fretful or 
whining fashion xix. of unkn. orig. 

groan vb. OE. granian *3rainojan, f. Gmc. 
*3rain- *3rtn-, whence also OHG. grinan grin 
with laughing or weeping (G. greinen), MHG. 
grinnen gnash the teeth. Cf. grin. 

groat small coin. xiv. - MDu. groot, MLG. grote, 
sb. uses of the a<fj. (= great) in the sense ‘thick*, 

groats hulled grain. Late OE. grotan pi., rel. to 
grot fragment, particle, greot grit, grytt bran, 
chaff, coarse oatmeal, and grut grout1. 

grocer fdealer in gross; trader in spices, sugar, 
dried fruits, etc. xv. - AN. grosser, OF. gros- 
sier medL. grossarius, f. grossus gross*. The 
Grocers’ Company consisted of wholesale 
dealers in foreign produce, whence the second 
sense. Hence grocery xv, greengrocer xvm. 

grog spirits (orig. rum) and water as served out 
to the Royal Navy. xvm. Said to be from ‘Old 
Grog' ’, reputed nickname of the Admiral Ver¬ 
non who gave the order in 1740 for the mixture 
to be used instead of neat spirit, derived from 
his wearing a grogram cloak. Hence groggy in¬ 
toxicated xvm; (of a horse) diseased or weak in 
the forelegs; shaky, tottering xix. 

grogram coarse mixed fabric, xvi (growgraine, 
grograyn, grogerane). - F. gros grain ‘coarse 
grain’ (see gross*, grain). 

groin depression between abdomen and thigh 
xv; (archit.) intersection of two vaults xvm. ME. 
grynde, early modE. gryne, in late xvi groin; 
perh. transf. use of OE. grynde ?orig. depression 
(recorded only in the sense ‘abyss’), f. Gmc. 
*3rundu- ground. 

grommet var. of grummet. 

gromwell - plant of the genus Lithospermum. 
xm. ME. gromil - OF. gromil, grumil (mod. gre- 
mil), repr. L. milium millet and a first el. of 
uncert. orig. 

groom A. fboy xm; tman xiv; B. fman-servant 
xm (surviving in the spec, sense of horse at¬ 
tendant xvn); officer of the royal household xv; 
C. bridegroom xvn. of unkn. orig. 

groove (dial.) mining shaft, mine xv; channel, 
hollow xvn. - Du. igroeve furrow, ditch (mod. 
groef) = OHG. gruoba (G. grube pit, ditch), ON. 
grof, Goth, groba; f. Gmc. *3rob-, rel. to *3rab- 
GRAVE1’*. 

grope OE. gr apian = OHG. greifon WGmc. 
*3raipojan, f. Gmc. *3raip- *3rtp- (see grip1, 

gripe). 

grosbeak hawfinch, etc. xvn. - F. grosbec, f. 
gros large, gross* + bee beak. 

groschen small German coin, xvn - G., alter¬ 
ation of late MHG. gros(se), in medL. denarius 
grossus ‘thick penny’; see gross*. 

gross’ twelve dozen, xv. - F. grosse, sb. use (sc. 
douzaine dozen) of fern, of gros great; see next, 

gross* Late ME. groos (xiv) became common 
first in xv in senses ‘large, bulky’ (now obs. or 
dial ), t’palpable, obvious’, t’dense, thick’, 
‘coarse’, ‘concerned with large masses’. - (O)F. 
gros, fern, grosselate L. grossus. 

grot (poet.) grotto, xvi - F. grotte - It. grotta = 
OF. cro(u)te Rom. *crupta, *grupta (L. 
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crypto) - Gr. krupte vault, crypt. So grotto 
(rocky) cavern, imitation of this, xvn (earlier 
grotto). 

grotesque sb. decorative painting or sculpture 
with fantastic interweaving of forms xvi; adj. 
pert, to work of such a character, fantastically 
extravagant xvn; ludicrously incongruous xvm. 
Earliest forms crotescque, -esco, grot(t)esco\ - F. 
crotesque - (with assim. to OF. crote grot) It. 
grottesca. fern, of grottesco, f. grotta: finally 
assim. to F. grotesque-, see grot, -esque. The 
special sense is said to be due to the Rom. ap¬ 
plication of grotta to chambers of old buildings 
revealed by excavation and containing mural 
paintings of a certain type. 

grouch (U S.) grumble, complain, xx. var. of 
grutch (xin) - OF. gruchier, grouch(i)er, of unkn. 
orig. 

ground A. bottom, now only of the sea OE.; pi. 
dregs, lees xrv; B. base, foundation, now mainly 
techn. or fig. (reason, motive xiii) OE.; C. surface 
of the earth OE.; specific portion of this xrv (pi. 
enclosed land attached to a building xv). OE 
grund = OS. grund (Du. grond), OHG. grunt (G. 
grund), Goth. *grundusGmc. *3runduz, rel. to 
ON. grund grassy plain, grunnr bottom. Hence 
ground vb. flay the foundation of xm; give a 
basis to xrv; put on the ground or ashore, strand 
xv. 

groundling small fish such as gudgeon and 
loach xvn. cf. MDu. grundelinck (Du. gron- 
deling), MHG. gr unde line (G. griindling) gudg¬ 
eon; see ground, -ling1. The origin of the 
application to the frequenters of the pit of a 
theatre (Sh. ‘Hamlet’ hi ii 12) is obscure. 

groundsel plant of the genus Senecio. OE. 
grundeswylige, earlier gundaeswelg(i)ae, perh. 
f. gund pus + *swul3- *swel3- swallow2, the 
etymol. meaning being ‘pus-absorber’, with 
ref. to its use in poultices to reduce abscesses, 
on this view, the later OE. form in grund- is 
due to assoc, with ground. 

group assemblage of figures or objects in an 
artistic design xvn; assemblage of persons or 
things (gen.) forming a unity xvm. - F. groupe - 
It. gruppo, of Gmc. orig. Hence, or - F., group 
vb. xvm. 

grouper marine food-fish xvn (gro(o)per). - Pg. 
gorupo, prob. native S. Amer. name. 

grouse' gallinaceous bird with feathered feet. 
xvi. The pronunc. points to an orig. u, which is 
preserved (perh. locally) in such early forms as 
grewes, groose, of unkn. orig. 

grouse2 grumble, xix. orig. a soldier’s word; its 
resemblance in form to Norman dial, groucer, 
OF. groucier, var. of grouchier (see grudge) is 
remarkable, but immediate connection with it 
seems impossible. 

grout' (now obs. or dial.) coarse meal; infusion 
of malt OE.; coarse porridge xvi; sediment xvn. 
OE. grut, corr. to MDu. grute, gruut coarse meal, 
peeled grain, malt, yeast (Du. gruit dregs), MHG. 
gruz (G. grouss) grain, small beer; f. *3rut-. var 
of *3rout- *3reut- *3rut- (see grit, groats). The 
later meanings are prob. due to Scand. (cf. ON. 
groutr porridge) and Du. 
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grout2 thin mortar, xvii. perh. a use of prec.; 
but cf. F. dial, gr outer grout a wall, 

grove small wood. OE. grdf, rel. to grxfo brush¬ 
wood, thicket. 

grovel xvi. Back-formation from grovelling 

adj. prone (xvi), attrib. use of the tadv. face 
downward, in a prone position (xiv), earlier 
jgrovellings (xiii), f. gruf on the face, on the belly 
(for phr. on grufe, ogrufe - ON. a grufu) + -ling2. 

grow pt. grew pp. grown (orig.) show the de¬ 
velopment characteristic of living things. OE. 
str. vb. growon = MDu. groeyen (Du. groeien), 
OHG. gruoan, ON. groa, CGmc., f. *jro-. Hence 
growth xvi. 

growl make a guttural sound, xvm. Cf. late ME. 
grolle, groule, and gurle rumble, AN. growler 
make the cry of the crane, OF. grouller grumble, 
scold; but the modern word is prob. an in¬ 
dependent imit. formation, 

groyne timber-work or masonry run out into 
the sea. xvi. transf. use of (dial.) groin (xiv) 
snout - (O)F. groin (also tcape, promontory) 
Rom. *grunnium, f. L. grunnlre grunt, 

grub' fdwarfish fellow xiv; insect larva xv; (si.) 
food (as grubs are for birds) xvn Occurs as a 
surname (Grubhe) xiii, prob. orig. as a nick¬ 
name, and presumably f. next, but the sense 
development is not clear. 

grub2 dig (on the surface) xm; labour ploddingly 
xviii. perh. to be referred to an OE. *grybban 
*grubbjan, f. Gmc. *3rub-, rel. to *3rab 
grave1’2 (cf. OHG. grubilon dig, search closely, 
MDu. grobben scrape together, Du. grobbelen 
root out). Hence grubber xiv; survives esp. in 
money-grubber. 

Grub Street name of a street near Moorfields, 
London (now Milton Street), once inhabited by 
inferior and needy writers, transf. tribe of poor 
authors and literary hacks, xvn. 

grudge tmurmur, grumble; be unwilling to 
grant, xv. Alteration of fgrutch (xiii) - OF 
grouchier (of unkn. orig.). 

gruel ffine meal, liquid food made from 
oatmeal, xrv. - OF gruel (mod. gruau) Rom 
*grutellum, dim. f. Gmc. grout' . 

gruesome inspiring awe or horror, xvi (grow- 
some), orig. north, and Sc.; f. grue xm. now Sc 
and north., feel horror - Scand word repr by 
OSw. grua, ODa. grue (= OHG. ingruen shud¬ 
der, G. grauen be awed, shudder, Du. gruwen 
abhor); see -some'. 

gruff (Sc. and techn.) coarse-grained xvi; rough 
and surly xvn. First in Sc. and prob. orig. in 
commercial use - Du. grof = MLG grof coarse, 
(O)HG. grob WGmc. *3axruba, f *3a- Y- + 
*xrub- *xreub- (OE. hreof rough, scabby, etc.), 

grumble xvi. frequent f. igrumme (xv-xvi) + 
-LE*; cf. (M)Du. grommen, MLG. grommelen, G. 
grummeln, f. imit. Gmc. *3rum- (cf. grim). 

grume clot of blood, xvii. - L. grumus little 
heap, rel. to OE. cruma crumb. So grumous 

xvii. - modL. 
grummet, grommet (naut.) ring of rope, etc. 
xv. - F. tgrom(m)ette. gourmette chain joining 
the ends of a bit, f. gourmer curb, bridle, of 
unkn. orig. 

grumpy xvm. prob. of dial, orig.; f. grump, as 
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in ihumps and grumps surly or ill-tempered re¬ 
marks (of imit. ong); see -y'. 

Grundy surname of an imaginary Mrs Grundy 
who is proverbially referred to as a per¬ 
sonification of the tyranny of social opinion; de¬ 
rived from T. Morton’s play ‘Speed the Plough’ 
(1798), in which Dame Ashfield, constantly fear¬ 
ing the sneers of her neighbour Mrs Grundy, 
freq. asks ‘What will (would) Mrs Grundy say?’ 

grunt make the characteristic sound of a pig. 
OE grunnettan = OHG. grunnizon (G. grun- 
zeri), intensive formation on the imit base 
*3run- (OE. grunian grunt, OHG. grun wail 
ing, MHG. grunneny, cf. disgruntled. 

Gruyere cheese orig. made in the district of 
Gruyere, in Switzerland, xix. 

gryphon see griffin 

grysbok S. Afr. antelope, xvm. - Afrikaans, f 
Du. grijs grey + bok buck. 

guaiacum tree, wood, and resin of the West 
Indies, xvi. modL., f. Sp. guayaco, guayacan, of 
Haitian orig. Also anglicized gu&iac (xvi). 

guana see iguana. 

guanaco kind of llama, xvn. - Quechua huan- 

aco, -acu 
guano natural manure found on islands about 
Peru xvii; artificial (fish-)manure xix. - Sp. 
guano - Quechua huanu dung 

guarantee party giving security xvii; act of 
giving security, security given xvm; something 
providing security xix. The earliest forms, ga¬ 
rante, garante, are perh. - Sp. garante = F. gar- 
ant warrant; in its later use the word was 
identified with F. garantie guaranty. Hence as 
vb. be a guarantee for xvm; secure (a person or 
thing) in possession xix. 

guaranty security, warranty, undertaking by 
a guarantor xvi; something that guarantees 
xvii. - AN. guarantie, (O)F. garantie, var. of 
warantie warranty. 

guard tcustody; protector, defender xv; body of 
persons as defenders; protection, defence xvi. - 
(O)F. garde, f. garderRom. *wardare - Frank¬ 
ish *wardon (cf. ward2). So guard vb. xvi. f. the 
sb. or - (O)F. garder, fguarder. guardian xv. 
ME. gardein - AN gardein, OF. garden (mod. 
gardien from xm, with assim. of suffix to -ien 
-ian, which was followed in Eng.), 

guava tropical Amer. tree, xvi (guayava, 
-avo). - Sp. guayaba, -abo, of S. Amer. orig. 

gubernatorial (chiefly U S ), xvm. f. L. gu- 
bernator governor + -ial. 

gudgeon1 small freshwater fish xv; bait; 
gullible person xvi. Late ME. gogen, gojo(u)n - 
(O)F. goujon L. gobio, on-, f. gobius goby. 

gudgeon3 pivot of metal, etc. xiv. - (O)F. gou¬ 
jon pin, dowel, tenon, dim. of gouge gouge. 

Guelder rose xvi (Gelders Rose). - Du. gel 
dersche roos, f. Gelderland or Gelders, province 
of Holland. 

guerdon sb. (arch.) reward, xiv. - OF. guer(e)- 
don Rom. (medL.) widerdonum - WGmc. 
*widarlon (= OHG. widarlon, OE. widerlean, f. 
wider again + lean payment) with assim. of the 
second el. to L. donum gift. So as vb. xiv 

guer(r)illa irregular war carried on by small 

bodies; (transf.) one engaged in such warfare, 
xix. - Sp. guerrilla, dim. oiguerra war. 

guess’ ttake aim xih; form an approximate 
judgement or estimate of xiv. ME. gesse, with 
early var. agesse\ perh. orig. naut. and - vars. 
with -e- of MLG , MDu. (Du , Fris.) gissen, or 
OSw. gissa, ODa. gitse, ult. f. base of get. So 
guess sb. xiv. 

guess2 (with var. guest) in guess-rope xvii 

(guestrope), guess-warp xv (gyes warpe), rope 
for steadying a boat in tow, etc.; of uncert. orig. 

guest xm. - ON. gestr, superseding OE. g(i)est 
= OS., OHG. (Du., G.) gast, Goth, gasts Gmc. 
*3astiz IE. *ghostis, repr. also by L. hostis 
enemy, orig. stranger, OS1. gosti guest, friend, 
and perh. by Gr. xenos stranger 

guffaw sb. and vb. xvm. orig. Sc., of imit. orig.; 
cf. the earlier Sc. synon. gawf (xvi). 

guide direct the course of. xiv. - (O)F. guider, 
alteration of tguier Rom. *widdre - Gmc. *wi- 
tan, f. *wit-, gradation-var. of *wit- (see wit2), 

repr. by OE., OS. witan blame, Goth fraweitan 
avenge.fairweitjan gaze upon (cf. the meanings 
of other derivs. of this base, OE. wise direction, 
wise’, wissian direct, guide, G. weisen indicate, 
direct). So guide sb. xiv. - (O)F. guide - It. 
guida. 

guidon pennant broad next the staff and 
pointed at the other end. xvi. - F. - It. guidone, 
f. guida guide. 

guild, gild2 confraternity for mutual aid. xrv. 
The present form is prob. - MLG., MDu. gilde 
(Du. gild)*3eldjon, rel to OE. gi(e)ld payment, 
offering, sacrifice, idol, (also) guild, OS. geld 
payment, sacrifice, reward, OHG. gelt payment, 
tribute (Du., G. geld money), ON. gjald payment, 
Goth, gild tribute Gmc. *3eldam. The base 
*3eld- is prob. to be taken in the sense ‘pay, 
offer’ (cf. yield), so that the sb. would primarily 
mean an association of persons contributing 
to a common object. 

guilder coin of the Netherlands, xv (guldren. 
later gildren, gilder), alt. of Du. gulden (see 
gulden). 

guile xm. - OF. guile, prob. of Gmc. orig. 
guillemot auk of the genus Uria or Cepphus. 
xvii. - F. guillemot, deriv. (perh. alt. of an orig. 
imit. word) of Guillaume William, 

guillotine machine with knife blade for be¬ 
heading. xvm. - F., f. name of Joseph-Ignace 
Guillotin, French doctor who recommended its 
use. 

guilt foffence. crime OE.; tresponsibility for 
something xii; tdesert xm; fact of having com¬ 
mitted an offence xiv; state of having wilfully 
offended xvi. OE. gylt, of unkn. orig Hence 
guilty OE. gyitig. 

guimp var. of gimp. 

guinea name of a portion of the west coast of 
Africa, applied to things derived thence (or, 
with vague reference, from some other distant 
country) as Guinea fowl (xvm), Guinea hen 
(xvi), Guinea pig (xvii), Guinea worm (xvii). The 
gold coin named guinea was first struck in 1663 
in the name and for the use of the Company of 
Royal Adventurers trading with Africa’, being 



guipure 205 gwyniad 

intended for the Guinea trade and made of gold 
from Guinea. 

guipure kind of lace and of gimp. xix. - (O)F. 
guipure, f. guiper cover with silk, wool, etc. - 
Gmc. *wipan wind round, 

guise style, fashion, xm. - (O)F.Rom. *wisa - 
Gmc. *wison wise*. Cf. disguise. 

guitar xvn (guittara, guitarra, g(h)ittar). - 
(partly through F. guitare) Sp. guitarra - Gr. 
kithdrd, cf. cither, zither. 

gulch (U.S.) deep ravine, xix. perh. f. dial. vb. 
gulch swallow, sink in. 

gulden coin of Netherlands and Germany, orig. 
of gold, later of silver, xvi. - Du., G. gulden, sb. 
use of adj. golden = OE. gylden (Gmc. *3ul- 
pinaz). 

gules (her.) red. xrv. - OF. go{u)les (mod. gue- 
ules), pi. oigole, gueule throat (cf. gullet), used, 
like medL. pi. guise, for pieces of fur used as a 
neck-ornament and dyed red. 

gulf kind of bay; chasm, abyss, xiv. - (O)F. 
golfe - It. golfo Rom. *colp(h)us - Gr. kolpos. 
Gate) kolphos bosom, fold, gulf, 

gull' (dial.) unfledged bird; gosling, xiv. prob 
sb. use of fgull yellow (- ON. gulr). Hence, perh. 
partly the use of gull for ‘credulous person, 
dupe’ (late xvi), but cf. the somewhat earlier 
gull vb. dupe, cheat, surviving in gullible 
xix, which itself may be a transf. use of 
tgull vb. swallow (xvi), rel. to fgull sb. 
throat, gullet (xv) - OF. go(u)le (see gullet). 

gull1 long-winged web-footed sea-bird. xv. 
prob. - W. gwylan. Cornish guilan Celt. 
*voilenno-. 

gullet oesophagus xiv (golet); fwater-channel 
xvi. - OF. * golet, goulet, dim. of go{u)le (mod. 
gueule)L. gula throat, rel. to OIr. gelim I swal 
low, OE. ceole, OS., OHG. kela (G. kehle) throat; 
see -ET. 

gully fgullet xvi; channel or ravine worn by 
water xvn; deep gutter xvm. - F. goulet neck of 
a bottle, outlet, narrow passage of water; see 
prec. 

gulp swallow hastily or greedily xv; gasp, choke 
xvi. prob. - MDu. gulpen swallow, guzzle, of 
imit. orig. 

gum1 finside of mouth or throat OE.; firm flesh 
in which the teeth are fixed, xiv. OE. goma, corr. 
to OHG. guomo (MHG. guome) gum, ON. gomr 
roof or floor of the mouth, finger-tip, rel. to OHG. 
goumo (G. gqumen). 

gum1 viscid secretion from trees, xiv. - (O)F 
gomme Rom. *gumma, for L. gummi, var. of 
cummi - Gr kommi. of Egyptian orig Hence 
gummy xiv. gum vb ftreat with aromatic 
gums xv; fasten or stiffen with gum xvi. 

gum* xix. (si.) alt. of God, in by or my gum. 
gumbo (U.S.) okra plant or pods; soup thick 
ened with the pods; (geol.) local clay or mud 
xix. Of Negro (Afr.) orig. 

gumption common sense xvm; in painting, a 
vehicle for colour xix. orig. Sc.; also rum(ble)- 
gumption, of unkn. orig. 

gun heavy piece of ordnance, cannon xiv; flarge 
engine of war; portable fire-arm xv. ME gunne, 
gonne\ perh. repr. pet-form (*Gunna) of the 
Scand. female name Gunnhildr (f'. gunnr + hildr, 

both meaning ‘war’). Hence gunner xiv. 
Whence gunnery xvn, gunpowder, -shot xv, 
-smith xvi, -stock xv. So gun vb. xvn. 

gunwale, gunnel upper edge of a ship’s side, 
formerly serving to support the guns, xv (gonne 
walles). f. gun + WALE. 

gun yah Australian hut. xix. - Austral, ab¬ 
original name. 

gup (si., orig. Anglo-Indian) gossip; (hence) 
vapid talk, blather, xix. - Hind, 

gurgitation fswallowing xvi (rare); surging up 
and down, ebullient motion, xix. - modL. *gur 
gitdtio, -on-, f. late L. gurgitare engulf, f. gurges, 
gurgit- gulf, abyss. 

gurgle fgargle (rare); make the sound of bub 
bling liquid, xvi. prob imit., if not directly - 
similarly formed vbs., e.g MLG., Du. gorgelen, 
G. gurgeln, and It. gorgogliare Rom. *gur 
gulidre, f. L. gurgulio gullet, 

gurnard, gurnet fish of the family Triglidae. 
xrv. - OF. gornart, for *gronart, f. gronir, var. 
of grondir L. grundire, grunmre grunt; see 
-ard. The fish is so named because it makes a 
grunting sound when caught, 

guru Hindu spiritual teacher, xvn. - Hind, guru, 
sb. use of Skr. guru- weighty, grave, dignified, 

gush flow or rush out violently, xiv. prob. imit. 
gusset flexible piece between two pieces of mail 
xv; triangular piece let into a garment xvi. - 
(O)F. gousset crescent-shaped piece of armour 
under the armpit, piece of cloth let in. formally 
dim. of gousse pod, shell (though this is much 
later), of unkn. orig. 

gust xvi. - ON. gustr, f *3us-, weak grade of the 
base of ON. gjosa gush. 

gustation tasting, taste, xvi. - L. gustatio, on-. 
f. gustare, f. gust us, see next and ation So gus 
tative, gustatory xvii. 

gusto taste, liking; keen relish; style of a work 
of art xvii. - It.L. gust us taste, rel. to choose. 

gut (pi.) bowels OE.; (sg.) intestine xiv; narrow 
passage or channel xvi. OE pi. guttas, prob. f. 
base *3ut of OE. geotan pour (see found2) Hence 
as vb. xiv. 

gutter fwatercourse xm; shallow trough to 
carry away water xiv. - AN gotere, OF. gotiere 
(mod. goultiere) Rom. *guttaria (cf. -ary), f. 

L. gutta drop Hence gutter vb. channel xiv, 
stream xvi; (of a candle) melt rapidly by being 
channelled on one side xvm. gutter-snipe com 
mon snipe, also called mire snipe, gatherer of 
refuse, street urchin xix f. gutter in dial, sense 
of‘mud, filth'. 

guttle eat greedily xvn f. gut, after guzzle 
guttural pert, to the throat, xvi - F. guttural 
or modL. gutturalis, f. guttur throat; see al1 

guy' (naut.) rope, chain, etc., used to steady a 
thing. First in guy-rope (girap xiv, gyerope xv), 
prob. of LG. orig.; cf. Du get brail 

guy2 effigy of Guy Fawkes; grotesque person, 
‘fright'; (U.S.) man xix. Hence guy vb (U.S ) 
ridicule, xix. 

guzzle xvi. poss. - OF gosiller, a deriv of gosier 
throat, but found only in the senses 'chatter' 
and ‘vomit’. 

gwyniad fish of the salmon kind with white 
flesh xvii - W , f. gwyn white. 
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gybe, jibe (naut.) swing from one side of the 
vessel to the other, as a sail; put (a boat) about. 
xvii. - Du. tgijben (mod. gijpen). 

gymkhana in India, public resort for games; 
in Europe, athletic sports display, meeting for 
horse-riding competition, xix. alt., by assim. to 
gymnastic, of Hind, gendkhdna ‘ball-house’, 
racket court. 

gymnasium xvi. - L. - Gr. gumndsion, f. gum- 
ndzein train, f. gumnos naked. So gymnast 

xvi. - F. gymnaste or Gr. gumnast&s trainer of 
athletes, gymnastic adj. and sb. xvi (sb. pi. 
XVII). 

gymno- comb, form of Gr. gumnos naked, in 
many nat. hist, terms, the earliest of which is 
gymnospermous naked-seeded (xvm). 

gymnosophist ascetic Hindu philosopher 
who wore little or no clothing, xiv. (later - F. 
gymnosophiste) - L. (pi.) gymnosophistx - Gr. 
(pi.) gumnosophistai, f. gumnos gymno- 

+ sophistts SOPHIST. 

gynaeceum (antiq.) women’s apartments 
xviii; (bot.) female organs (usu. sp. gynoecium, 
by assim. to Gr. oikion house) xix, - L. - Gr. 
gunaikeion, f. gun$,gunaik- woman (see quean). 

gynaeco-, U.S. -eco repr. Gr. gunaiko-, comb. 

form of guni woman, female (see quban), as in 
gynaecocracy female rule (xvii). - F. gyne- 
cocratie or modL. gynxcocratia - Gr. gynae¬ 
cology xix. 

gyno- before a vowel gyn-, shortened form of 
gynaeco-; used in bot. terms to denote ‘pistil’, 
‘ovary’. So -gynous repr. Gr. -gunos, used for 
‘having such-and-such pistils or female organs', 
eg. androgynous, mo no gyno us. 

gyp (at Cambridge and Durham Univ.) college 
servant, xvm. perh. short for tgippo scullion 
(xvii), transf. use of tgippo tunic - (O)F jupeau. 

gypsum hydrated calcium sulphate, from 
which plaster of Paris is made. xvii. - L. - Gr. 
gupsos, of Sem. orig. So gypseous xvii. f. late L. 
gypseus. 

gypsy see gipsy. 
gyrate move in a circle or spiral, xix. f. pp. stem 
of late L. gyrare, f. gyrus - Gr. guros ring, circle; 
see -ate*. So gyration xvii. - late L. gyre rev¬ 
olution, whirl, circle, xvi. - L. gyrus, gyro- 
comb. form of Gr. guros. 

gyrfalcon var. of gerfalcon. 

gyve (arch.) fetter, xm. of unkn. orig. Hence vb. 
xni. 



H 
ha excl. denoting surprise, joy, scorn, suspicion, 
etc. xm; feh? xvi; in hesitating speech xvn. So 
in many other langs., but not found in OE. in its 
simple form (cf. ha-ha'). 

habeas corpus (leg.) writ requiring a person 
to be brought before the court, xv. First words 
of the writ beginning Habeas corpus ad sub¬ 
jiciendum (etc.) you shall produce the body (of 
the person concerned, in court) to undergo 
(what the court may award); L. habeas, 2nd pers 
sg. pres. subj. of habere have, corpus body, 

haberdasher xrv. perh. - AN. *haberdasser, 
*hapertasser (cf. haberdasshrie xv), presumably 
f. hapertas (xv), of unkn. orig. and uncert. mean¬ 
ing (Eng. fhaberdash was used for ‘small wares’ 
xv-xvn); see -er®. So haberdashery xvi. 

habergeon sleeveless coat of armour, xrv. - 
(O)F. haubergeon, f. OF. hauberc hauberk; cf. 
-OON. 

habiliment equipment; +pl. munitions of war; 
pi. apparel, xv. - OF. abillement (later and mod. 
habillement), f. habiller render fit, fit out, 
(hence, by assoc, with habit) clothe, dress, f. 
habile able; see -ment. 

habilitate qualify, xvii. f. pp. stem of medL. 
habilitare, f. habilitds ability; see -ate®. 

habit A. apparel, dress xm; B. mental con¬ 
stitution xiv; settled disposition, custom xvi. 
ME. (h)abit - OF. abit (later and mod. habit) 
L. habitus, f. habit-, pp. stem of habere have, 
hold, refl. be constituted, be. The range of mean¬ 
ing (in modF. distributed between habit dress 
and habitude custom) was fully developed in L. 
So habit vb. A. fdwell (cf. inhabit) xiv; B. dress 
xvi. - (O)F. habiter - L. habitare habitation 
xrv habitat xvm. - L. 'dwells’, 3rd pers. sg. 
pres. ind. of habitare dwell, inhabit; from its use 
in floras and faunas to introduce the place of 
occurrence of a species (e g. ‘Common Primrose. 
Habitat in sylvis’). habitual tpert. to the 
inward disposition xvi; pert, to habit, customary 
xvn. - medL. habitualis. So habituate xvi. f. 
pp. stem of late L. habituare. habitue habitual 
visitor, xix. - F., pp. of habituer. habitude con 
stitution, temperament xiv; disposition, habit 
XVII. 

hachure (pi.) lines used in hill-shading in 
physical geography, xix. - F hachure, f. hacher 
hatch®; see -ure. 

hacienda xvm. - Sp., ‘domestic work, landed 
property’ L. facienda, n. pi. of gerundive of 
facere do'. 
hack' cut with heavy blows xn; break up 
(ground), etc. xvn. OE. (td)haccian cut in pieces 
= MLG., MDu., (M)HG. hacken (Du. hakken); 
WGmc. deriv. of imit. base cf. synon. OE. 
haeccan, OHG hecken So hack sb. tool for 
breaking or chopping up xm; gash, cut, notch 
xvi. Partly - MLG. hakke mattock; partly f. the 
vb. 

hack® board for a hawk’s meat xvi; rack xvn. 
var. of hatch1. 

hack’ from xvii in various senses of hackney 
(esp. ‘riding-horse’ and ‘drudge’), of which it 
is a shortening. Hence vb. make a hack of, etc. 
XVIII. 

hackle flax-comb; long feathers on the neck of 
a domestic cock, etc. xv. var. of hatchel (xvn), 
hechel (xm) OE. *haecel, corr. to (M)LG., 
(M)Du. hekel, (M)HG. hechelWGmc. *xakila, 
f. *xak- hook. 

hackney riding-horse, esp. for hire xrv; fcom- 
mon drudge, prostitute xvi; short for hackney- 
coach xvn. In AN. hakenei (xrv), AL hakeneius 
(xm); perh. f. ME Hakenei Hackney in 
Middlesex, 

had see have. 
haddock xiv. In AL. haddocus (xm); prob. - 
AN. hadoc, var. of OF. (h)adot, pi. hadoz, 
haddos, of unkn. orig. 

Hades xvi. - Gr. Hdides, of unkn. orig. 
hadji pilgrim to the tomb of Mohammed, xvil- 
(partly through Turk, haci) Pers. hdji, f. Arab. 
hdjj. 

h(a)ematite ferric oxide as ore. xvn. - L. 
haematites - Gr. haimatttes blood-like, f. 
haima, haimat- blood; see -ite. 

h(a)emat(o)-, h(a)em(o)-, comb, forms of 
Gr. (h)aima blood, as in ha(e)moglobin, ha(e)- 
maturia xix. h(a)emorrhage xvn (earlier 
emorogie, hemoragie). - F. hemorr{h)agie, fem- 
orogie - L. haemorrhagia - Gr. haimorrhagid, f. 
haimo- + *rhag-, base of rhegndnai break, burst. 
h(a)emorrhoid xiv. ME. emeroudis, whence 
emerods (xvi-xvii) - OF. emeroyde, later 
hemorrhoides (xvi) - L. haemorrhoida - Gr. hai- 
morrhois discharging blood, pi. (as sb.) -oides 
bleeding piles, f. haimo- + *rhof- flow, 

hafnium modL., f. Hafnia, L. name of Copen¬ 
hagen (Kebenhavn), Denmark; see -ium. 

haft handle. OE. haeft(e), corr. to MLG. hechte 
(Du. hecht, heft), OHG. hefti (G. heft), ON. hepti 
Gmc. *xoftjam, f. *yaf heave; see -t1. 

hag1 female evil spirit xm; repulsive old woman 
xrv(?). ME. hegge, hagge\ rare before xvi. perh. 
shortening of OE. haegtesse, hegtes fury, witch 
= MDu. haghetisse (Du. hecse), OHG. hagazissa 
(G. hexe), of unkn. orig 

hag2 (Sc. and north.) tgap, chasm xm; piece of 
soft bog xvn; spot of firmer ground in a peat bog 
xix. - ON. *haggw-, hggg gap, breach, orig. 
cutting blow (whence the Sc. and north. Eng. 
senses ‘cutting, hewing’, ‘cut wood’), f. 
*haggwa, hgggva hew. 

haggard (of a hawk) untamed, wild xvi; tgaunt, 
lean; wild-looking xvii. - (O)F. hagard, of 
uncert. orig.; see -ard. Later infl. in sense by 
hag1 (for which haggard occurs xvii xvm). 

haggis xv (hagese, hagas). of unkn. orig. 
haggle mangle with cuts xvi; wrangle in 



hagio- 208 Hamitic 

bargaining xvn. f. dial, hag cut (xrv - ON. 
*haggw- hqggva hew) + -le3. 

hagio- repr. Gr. hagios holy, used for ‘saint’ in 
hagiography, hagiology (xix) and derivs. 
hagiographa books of the O.T. not included in 
the Law and the Prophets, xvi - late L. - Gr., 
‘sacred writings’, hagioscope opening in the 
wall of an aisle, etc., supposed to provide a view 
of the high altar (also called squint), xix. 

ha-ha' excl. OE. ha ha (see ha). 

ha-ha3 sunk fence, xvm - F. haha (xvn), perh. 
so named from the expression of surprise at 
meeting the obstacle; redupl. of ha. 

hail1 frozen vapour falling in pellets. OE. hxgl, 
corr. to OS., OHG. hagai (Du., G. hagel), ON. 
haglGmc. *ha3{a)laz, -am, rel. to Gr. kakhlex 
pebble. Hence hail vb. xv. 

hail3 excl. of salutation, xn. ellipt. use of thail 
adj. (cf. wassail) - ON. heill whole. Hence hail 

vb. xn. 
hair OE. hxr, her = OS., OHG. hdr (Du., G. 
haar), ON. hdr Gmc. *x&ram, of unkn. orig. 
The present sp. and pronunc. are abnormal (for 
*here or *hear) and are supposed to be due to 
assim. to f haire hair shirt - (O)F., of Gmc. orig. 
Hence hair(s)breadth xvi (earlier hairbrede 
xv). hairy xiii. 

hake cod-like fish. xv. perh. for *hakefish, f. 
(dial.) hake hook (- ON. haki: see hook). 

halberd, halbert combined spear and battle- 
axe. xv. - F. hallebarde, Malabarde - It. al- 
abarda - MHG. helmbarde (G. hellebarde), f. 
helm handle, helm* + barde, barte hatchet (rel. 
to bart beard). 

halcyon bird fabled to breed on the sea. xiv 
(alceon). - L. (h)alcyon - Gr. alkudn kingfisher 
(halkudn by assoc, with hdls sea and kiion con¬ 
ceiving), rel. to L. alcedo. Halcyon days 14 days 
during which the kingfisher broods and the sea 
is calm. xvi. 

hale1 (dial.) sound, whole xiii; in robust health 
xvm. ME. hal. north, var. of whole. 

hale3 draw, pull. xiii. - (O)F. haler - OS. halon 
(= OFris. halia, OHG. halon, holon\ Du. halen, 
G. holen fetch; cf. OE. geholian acquire), poss. 
rel. to L. calare, Gr. kalein call, 

half adj. OE. h(e)alf = OS. (Du.) half, (O)HG. 
halb, ON. hdlfr, Goth, halbs Gmc. *xalbaz\ 
ult. connections doubtful. Applied to relatives 
that are such on one side only, as half-brother 
(xiv), half-sister (xiii), prob. - ON. Comp, half¬ 

penny (xrv), in OE. healfpenigwurd (see 
worth), whence fhalpeny, ha’penny, fhalp- 
(w)orth, ha'p'orth. Also sb. fside; one of two 
equal parts. OE. h(e)alf = OS halba, OHG. halba, 
ON. hdlfa region, part, lineage, Goth, halba 
side, half. So half adv. OE. in comb., e g. healf- 
cwicu ‘half-alive’, half-dead, healfread reddish, 
and in correl. use, e g. healf man healf ossa 
half man half ass (onocentaur). Hence halve 
divide into two. xiii. 

halibut large flatfish, xv (also holibut, from 
xvii). f. haly, holy + butt3. 

halitosis xix. f. L. halitus breath, ex¬ 
halation + -osis, used irreg. 

hall fspacious roofed place OE.; large public 
room xi; building for residence of students, busi¬ 

ness of a guild, etc. xrv; large dining-room in 
a college, etc., xvi; vestibule, lobby xvn. OE. 
h(e)all = OS., OHG. halia (Du. hal, G. halle), 
ON. hqll Gmc. *xallo, f. *xal- *xel- cover, 
conceal. 
hallelujah xvi. - Heb. halPluyah praise Jah 
(i.e. Jehovah), f. imper. pi. of hallel praise, 

halliard see halyard. 

hallo(a) excl. calling attention and used in 
greeting, xix. Later form of hollo. Also (with 
other vowels in the unstressed syll.) hello(a) 
xix, hillo(a) xvm (illo xvii), hullo(a) xix. 

halloo shout ‘halloo’ to incite hounds to the 
chase, xvi. perh. var. of hallow3. Survives in 
view-halloo (xvm). Also holloo (xvn-xvm). 

hallow' saint. OE. halga, sb. use of definite 
form of halig holy; obs. exc. as in All Hallows, 

(Sc.) Hallowe’en (xvm), (hist.) Hallowmas 
(xrv; see mass'). 

hallow* make or regard as holy, consecrate, 
bless. OE. halgian = OS. helagon, OHG. heila- 
gon (G. heiligen), ON. helga, Gmc. vb. f. *xai/aj- 
HOLY. 

hallow" shout so as to incite hounds, xiv. 
prob. - OF. halloer, imit. of shouting, 

hallucination xvii. - L. haliucinatid, -on-, late 
form of dlucindtio, f. alucinari wander in 
thought or speech - Gr. alussein be distraught 
or ill at ease, with ending as in vdticinari 
VATICINATE. 

halma board game with leaping moves, xix. - 
Gr. halma leap (sb.). 

halo circle of light round the sun, etc., xvi; nim¬ 
bus of a saint xvn; fig. xix. - medL. halo, for L. 
halos, on-, - Gr. halos threshing-floor, disk of 
the sun, moon, or a shield, 

halt' (arch.) lame. OE. h(e)alt = OS. halt, OHG. 
halz, ON. haltr, Goth, halts Gmc. *xaltaz, of 
unkn. orig. So halt vb. be lame OE.; waver xiv; 
proceed lamely xv. OE. healtian, corr. to OS. 
halton, OHG. halzen, f. the adj. 

halt* temporary stoppage on a march or jour¬ 
ney. xvn (earlier talio xvi, fait xvii). orig. in 
phr. make halt - G. halt machen (whence also F. 
faire halte. It .far alto), in the G. phr. halt is prob. 
orig. based on the imper. (‘stop’, ‘stand still’) of 
halten hold'. Hence vb. xvn. 

halter rope or strap with a noose OE.; rope for 
hanging xv. OE. hxlfter, hxlftre, corr. to OLF. 
heliftra, MLG. helchter, MDu. hal(J)terWGmc. 
*xal(iytra, f. *xalb-, see helve. 

halyard, halliard xiv. orig. halier, hallyer, 
f. hale* + -ier; altered xvn by assoc, with yard*. 

ham hollow or bend of the knee OE.; thigh of a 
hog used for food xvn. OE. ham, horn = MLG. 
hamme, OHG. hamma (G. dial, hamm), rel. to 
synon. MLG. hame, OHG. hama, ON. hqm, f. 
Gmc. *pam- be crooked. Hence hamstring one 
of the tendons at the back of the knee, xvi; hence 
as vb. disable (as if) by cutting these xvn. 

hamadryad wood-nymph, xrv (ama-). - L. 
Hamddryas, ad-, Gr. Hamadruas, -ad-, f. hama 
together + drus tree. 

hame each of the curved pieces forming the 
collar of a draught-horse, xiv. - MDu. hame 
(Du. haam), of unkn. orig. 

Hamitic pert, to a group of African languages 
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comprising ancient Egyptian. Berber, Galla, etc. 
xrx. f. Hamite descendant of Ham (Hebrew 
Kham). second son of Noah (Gen. 6: 10). whose 
descendants were supposed to have peopled 
northern Africa; see ite, -ic. 

hamlet xiv. - AN. hamelet(t)e, OF. hamelet, f. 
/inme/(mod. hameau), dim. f. ham - MLG., MDu. 
see-let. 

hammer sb. OE. hamor, hamer, homer - OS. 
hamur (Du hamer), OHG. hamar (G. hammer), 
ON. hamarr hammer, back of an axe, crag; poss. 
rel. to OS1 kamy, Russ, kdmen stone. Hence vb. 
xrv. 

hammer-cloth cloth covering the seat in a 
coach, xv (first as the name of an unidentified 
material), of unkn. orig. 

hammock xvi (hamaca, hammaker, hamack, 
-ock xvii). - Sp. hamaca, of Carib orig.; the end 
mg has been assim. to -ock. 

hamper1 large wicker-work receptacle, xrv. Re¬ 
duced form of AN. hanaper, OF. hanapier, f. (O) 
F hanap drinking-vessel, cup (of Gmc. orig ); 
see -er2. 

hamper2 obstruct the movement of. xiv. of 
unkn. orig. 

hamster xvii. - G. OHG. hamustro = OS. 
hamustra, corn-weevil, rel. to OS1. khomestoru 

hand extremity of the arm comprising palm and 
fingers; side OE.; handwriting xrv; source of 
information, etc. xvi; manual worker xvii 

(employed person, orig with reference to skill 
xviii). OE. hand, bond = OS. hand, OHG. hant 
(Du., G. hand), ON. hgnd, Goth, handus, of un- 
cert. orig. Hence hand vb. handle, furl; lead by 
the hand; deliver with the hand xvii. Comps.: 
handbook OE. handboc, tr. medL. manualis 
liber, late L. manudle manual, handcuff xvm, 
-ful OE., -kerchief xvi, -maid xiv, -maiden 

xiii, -writing xvi 
handicap flottery in which one person chal¬ 
lenged an article belonging to another and 
offered something in exchange, an umpire de¬ 
creeing the respective values xvii; thandicap 
match match between two horses, in which the 
umpire decided the extra weight to be carried 
by the superior horse; so handicap (race) xviii; 

hence gen , and later applied to the extra weight 
itself, and so to any disability in a contest xix 
Presumably f phr. hand i' (i.e. in) cap, the two 
parties and the umpire in the orig. game all de 
positing forfeit money in a cap or hat. Hence vb. 
tdraw as in a lottery xvii; engage in a handicap; 
weight race-horses; penalize (a superior com 
petitor) xix 

handicraft manual skill xv; manual art xvi 
alt of earlier fhandcraft (OE. handcrxft) after 
next; see craft. 

handiwork OE. handgeweorc, f. hand 
hand + geweorc. coll, formation (see y ) on weorc 
work; analysed in xvi as handy work. 

handkerchief see kerchief 
handle sb. OE. handle, -la = MLG. hantel, f. 
hand hand; see le1. So handle vb. Late OE. 
handhan feel with the hands, treat of. corr. to 
OS. handlon, OHG. hantalon (G. handeln). ON 
hondla seize, treat; see le3. 

han(d)sel tomen xii; New Year s gift xrv; 

earnest money; first use, first-fruits xvi. corr. 
formally to late OE. handselen delivery into 
the hand, and ON. handsal giving of the hand, 
esp. in a promise or bargain; f. hand + base of 
sell. Hence as vb. xv. 

handsome feasy to handle xv; fhandy; f(exc. 
U.S. dial.) apt, happy; moderately large, con¬ 
siderable; of fine appearance; graciously gener¬ 
ous XVI. f. HAND + -SOME1. 

handspike wooden bar used as lever, xvii. - 
Du. fhandspaeke (now -spaak), f. hand 
hand -i- MDu. spake pole, rod; assim. to spike1 . 

handy fmanual xvi (handy laboure), ready to 
hand; dexterous xvi. In the first sense evolved 
from handiwork; in the later (for which ME. 
had hend(e) OE. gehende at hand) a new for¬ 
mation on hand + -y1. 

hang pt. and pp. hung, hanged intr. be attached 
above without support beneath OE.; trans. at¬ 
tach in this way xin. The present stem derives 
from (i) intr. OE. hangian, pt. hangode (pp 
hanged from xiv) = OS. hangon, OHG. hangen 
(Du., G. hangen) WGmc. wk. vb. *xQV30jan, 
*-xjan, (ii) trans ON. hanga, pt. hekk, pp. 
hanginn = OE. hon (which continued till xiii), 
pt. heng (till xvi), pp. hangen (till xv), OS.. OHG. 
hdhan, MLG., MDu hdn. MHG. hahen, Goth. 
hahan (pt. haihdh)Gmc. redupl. vb. *xaijxan 
(prob. rel. to L. cunctari delay, Skr. sahkate 
hesitate); pt. and pp. hung were established in 
literary Eng. in late xvi, with hanged largely re 
stricted to the sense ‘kill by hanging'. Hence 
hangman xiv. 

hangar shed, now spec, for aircraft, xix. - F., 
of unkn. orig. 

hanger1 wood on a steep bank. OE. hangra, f. 
hangian hang. 

hanger2 one who hangs; pendent or suspending 
object. XV. f. HANG 4- -ER1. 

hanger3 short sword, xv prob identical with 
prec.; cf. early modDu. hangher rapier, which 
may be the immed. source, 

hank xiii. - ON. *hanku (later hgnk; cf. hanki 
hasp, clasp). So hank vb. xiii. - ON. hanka 

hanker (dial.) linger, loiter about, have a long¬ 
ing after, for. xvii. f dial, hank (xvi) +-er4; 
prob. f. *harjk-, parallel to *haijg- hang. 

hanky xix. colloq. for handkerchief; see -y*. 
hanky-panky xix Rhyming jingle based on 
hokey pokey, hocus pocus, with possible sugges¬ 
tion of ‘sleight of hand’. 

Hansard official record of Parliamentary De¬ 
bates, which began to be printed in 1805 by T L 
Hansard. 

Hanse merchant guild; entrance fee of such a 
guild xii; commercial league of German towns 
xv. First in hanshus hanse-house’, guildhall - 
MLG. hanshus, and in medL. form hansa - OHG 
hansa, (M)HG. hanse = OE. hos troop, 
company, Goth, hansa company, crowd Gmc. 
*xanso; of unkn orig So Hanseatic xvii. - 
medL. 

hansel see han(d)sel 
hansom short for hansom cab xix f. name of 
Joseph Aloysius Hansom (1803-82). architect, 
who registered a Patent Safety Cab in 1834 

hap sb xiii. - ON. happ chance, good luck, rel 
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to OE. gehxpilic) fitting, convenient, orderly (cf. 
OS1. kobu fate). Hence hap vb. xiv; superseded 
by happen xrv. haply by chance xrv. happy 
prosperous xrv; having a feeling of content xvi. 
happy-go-lucky xvii 

haplo- comb, form of Gr. haplous single, simple, 
as in haplography, haplology writing/speaking 
once instead of twice, xix. 

hara-kiri suicide by disembowelment. xix. - 
Jap., f. tiara belly + kiri cutting, 

harangue xv (arang; first in Sc.; in Eng. after 
1600). - F. harangue, earlier farenge - medL. 
harenga, - Frankish *xarixriog- assembly, f. 
Gmc. *xarja- host, crowd (see harry) + *xrirjg- 
ring*. So vb. XVII. 

harass ttire out, trouble, worry, xvii. - F. har- 
asser, pejorative deriv. of barer set a dog on, f. 
hare cry used for this purpose, 

harbinger tone who provides lodging, host xn; 
purveyor of lodging, e.g. for an army xrv; fore¬ 
runner xvi. ME. herbergere, -geour - OF. her- 
berg ere, obi. case -geour, f. her berg ier provide 
lodging for, f. herberge lodging - Frankish 
(= OHG.) heriberga ‘shelter for an army’, lodg¬ 
ing, f. Gmc. *xarja- host, army (see harry)+ 
*bery- protect (see borough). The intrusive n 
occurs xv. 

harbour (arch.) shelter, lodging OE.; place of 
shelter xm; spec, for ships, port xvi. Late OE. 
herebeorg (perh. - ON.), corr. to OS., OHG. heri¬ 
berga (Du. herberg, G. herberge), ON. herberge, 
see prec. So as vb. shelter, lodge, entertain OE.; 
fig. xrv. Late OE. herebeorgian. Hence har¬ 

bourage xvi. 
hard resisting pressure; difficult to endure, 
severe; intense, violent OE.; sb. beach or jetty 
for landing xix. OE. h(e)ard = OS. (Du.) hard, 
(O)HG. hart, ON. hardr, Goth, hardus Gmc. 
*xardwz IE. *kratus, whence Gr. kratus 
strong, powerful. Hence harden make hard 
xm; become hard xv. Hence hardly fforcibly; 
fboldly xhi; severely; not easily, (hence) barely, 
not quite xvi. hardship fseverity; oppressive 
condition, xm. hardware ironmongery, xvi. 

hardy courageous, daring xm; capable of physi¬ 
cal endurance xvi. - (O)F. hardi, pp. of hardir 
become bold - Gmc. *xnrdjan, f. *xarduz hard. 

Hence hardihood xvii. 

hare OE. hara = MDu. haese (Du. haas), OHG. 
haso (G. hose), ON. heriGmc. *xasan-\ rel. to 
W. ceinach, OPruss. sasins, Skr. sasas, prob. sb. 
use of a colour-adj. (cf. OE. hasu, ON. hQss grey, 
L. cascus old, beside OHG. hasan grey, L. canus 
hoary). Hence harebell xiv, hare-brain, 

hare-lip xvi. 
harem xvii. - Arab, haram and harim (that 
which is) prohibited, (hence) sacred place, sanc¬ 
tuary, women’s apartments, wives, women, f. 
harama prohibit, make unlawful. 

haricot1 kidney bean, French bean. xvii. - F. 
haricot, of uncert. orig. 

haricot2 ragout (orig. of mutton), xvm. - F. 
haricot, earlier hericoq (de mouton), hericot, 
perh. orig. rel. to OF. harigoter cut up, and later 
assim. to prec. 

hark give ear to xn; listen xiii. ME. herkien : - 

OE. *he{o)rcian, rel. to MLG., MDu. horken. 

OHG. horechen, (G. horchen). Hark back is a 
hunting phr. arising from the use of ‘hark!’ as a 
call to retrace one’s course, 

harlequin character (associated with Col¬ 
umbine) in It. comedy and Eng. pantomime 
(clothed in variegated costume, whence the ap¬ 
plication of the word to animals with variegated 
coat, plumage, etc.), xvi. - F. tharlequin (mod. 
arlequin, after It. arlecchino), later var. of Her 
lequin leader of the Wild Host or troop of demon 
horsemen riding by night, which has been 
plausibly referred (as if for *Herlechingi) to 
OE. Her la cyning king Herla, whose char¬ 
acteristics have been identified with those of 
Woden. 

harlot fvagabond, rascal, low fellow xm; fitin- 
erant jester; finale servant; ffellow’ xrv; pros¬ 
titute xv. - OF. (h)arlot, her lot young fellow, 
knave, vagabond. Hence harlotry xrv. 

harm sb. OE. hearm = OS., (O)HG. harm, ON. 
harmr (chiefly) grief, sorrow Gmc. *xarmaz, 
rel. to OS1. sramu shame, injury, Pers. Harm. So 
harm vb. OE. hearmian. 

harmony fmelody, music xrv; (mus.) com¬ 
bination of notes to make chords; agreement, 
accord xvi. - (O)F. harmonic - L. harmonia - 
Gr. harmonia joint, agreement, concord, f. 
*harmo- of harmos joint, harmozein fit together. 
So harmonic xvi. - L. - Gr. harmonikos. har¬ 
monica first applied (1762) by B. Franklin to a 
developed form of musical glasses; fern. sg. or 
n. pi. (used sb.) of L. harmonicas, harmonious 
xvi. - (O)F. harmonium xix. - F. harmonize 
xv (rare before xvn). 

harness fbaggage, equipment xm; trappings of 
a horse; (arch.) body armour; tackle, gear (now 
techn.) xiv. ME. harnais, herneis - OF. harneis 
military equipment (mod. harnais) - ON. *her- 
nest ‘provisions for an army’, with assim. of the 
termination to *-isk- (cf. OF. harneschier equip), 
f. herr army (see harry) + nest = OE., OHG. nest 
provisions, Goth, ganists safety. So vb. xrv. 

harp sb. OE. hearpe = OS. harpa (Du. harp), 
OHG. harfa (G. harfe), ON. harpa Gmc. *xar- 
pon. So vb. OE. hearpian. 
harpoon sb. xvn. - F. harpon, f. harpe dog’s 
claw, cramp-iron, clamp - L. harpe, harpa - Gr. 
harpe sickle. Hence vb. xvm. 

harpsichord xvn. - F. fharpechorde, f. late L. 
harpa harp + chorda chord; the intrusive s is of 
obscure orig. 

harpy fabulous monster half woman half bird; 
also transf. xvi. - (O)F. harpie or its source L. 
harpyia, pi. -iae - Gr. harpuiai ‘snatchers’, rel. 
to harpdzein seize. 

(h)arquebus early portable gun. xvi. - F. 
(h)arquebuse, ult. - MLG. hakebusse (mod. 
haakbus) or MHG. hake(n)biihse (mod. hak- 
enbiichse), f. hake(n) hook + bus(se) fire-arm (a 
hook being orig. cast on the gun). So (h)ar- 
quebusier xvi. 

harridan xvn. presumed to be alt. of F. hari- 
delle old jade of a horse, of unkn. orig. 

harrier' hound for hunting the hare xvi; mem¬ 
ber of a hare-and-hounds team xix. Early forms 
hayrere, heirere, f. hayre hare+er'; assim. to 
next. 
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harrier* one who harries; falcon of the genus 
Circus, xvi. (In the second sense, early forms 
hariryoer, narrower.) f. harrow', harry + -erV 

harrow' (arch.) rob, despoil (esp. harrow hell) 
xm. ME horwe, her we, var of herie harry. 

harrow* toothed timber-frame dragged over 
ploughed land to clean it. xni. - ON *harwjan-, 
prehistoric form of herfi, re! obscurely to MLG., 
MDu. harke (Du. hark) rake. Hence harrow vb 
xm; fig. lacerate the feelings of xvn. 

harry make raids OE; overrun or despoil with 
an army; harass xiii. OE. her(g)ian, corr to OS 
her ion, OHG. her ion, ON. herja Gmc. *yar- 
jo(ja)n, f *yarjaz host, army (OE. here, ON. herr 
etc.); rel. to Mir. cuire, Lith. kdrias army, 
Gr. koiranos military commander’, lord, king. 
Conflation with synon. OF. harier, herir)ier is 
probable. 

harsh rough to the touch, taste, or hearing; re¬ 
pugnant to feeling or aesthetic taste, xvi. - MLG. 
harsch rough, lit. ‘hairy’, f. haer hair; see -ish'. 

hart OE. heor(o)t, = OS. hirot (Du. hert), OHG 
hir{u)z (G. hirsch), ON. hjgrtr Gmc. *yerutaz\ 
prob. lit. ‘homed beast’, and based on fE. *kerw- 
(as in L. cervus stag, W. carw hart, OS1. sruna 
roe), rel. ult. to horn. 

hartebeest xvm. - Afrikaans (now hart bees), f. 
Du. hert hart + beest beast. 

harum-scarum adv. xvn; adj , sb. xvm. rhym¬ 
ing jingle perh. f. hare and scare; sometimes 
taken as hare ’em, scare ’em. 

harvest autumn, spec, as the season for gath¬ 
ering the ripened grain OE., the gathering itself, 
corn-crop xvi. OE. haerfest = (M)Du. herfst, 
OHG. herbist (G. herbst autumn), ON. haust 
Gmc. *xarbistaz, * ustaz, f. *yarb- IE. *karp-, 
as in L. carpere pluck, Gr. karpos fruit. Hence 
vb. xiv. harvest-home xvi. 

has see have. 

hash cut up (meat) small for cooking; fig 
mangle, xvii. - (Q)F. hacher, f. hache hatchet. 

Hence hash sb. 
hashish xvi. - Arab, basis dry herb, hay, 
hashish. 

haslet pig’s fry, pluck of sheep, etc. xiv. - OF. 
haste let (mod. hdtelet(te)), dim. of haste (hate) 
spit, roast meat - Frankish (=OHG.) harst 
piece of roast meat, see -let. 

hasp hinged fastening. OE. haepse (:- *haespe), 
corr. to MLG hospe, hespe, OHG. haspa (G 
haspe), ON. hespa. 

hassock clump of matted vegetation OE.; 
cushion for kneeling or resting the feet on xvi. 
OE. hassuc, of unkn. orig.; see -ock. 

hastate spear shaped xvm. - L. hastatus, f. 
hasta spear; see -ate*. 

haste swiftness of movement; hurry xm; obli¬ 
gation or eagerness to act quickly xiv. - OF. 
haste (mod. hate) - WGmc. *xaisti (OE. haest 
violence, fury, ON. heifst, heipt hate, revenge, 
Goth, haifsts strife; OE. haeste violent, OHG. hei- 
sti powerful); of unkn. orig. So haste vb. xm. - 
OF. hosier (mod. hater), superseded by hasten 

xvi. Hence hasty fspeedy; thurried xrv; pre¬ 
cipitate, rash xv. - OF. hasti(J) (mod. hatif). 

hat OE. haett, corr. to ON. hqttr hood, cowl 
Gmc. *xattuz\ rel. to hood. Hence hatter xiv. 

hatch' half-door, wicket OE ; fmovable plank 
ing forming a deck, (now) framework covering 
openings in a deck xm; flood-gate xvi. OE. haecc, 
hecc, corr. to MLG. heck, MDu hecke (Du. hek), 
f. Gmc. *xnk-, of unkn. orig. 

hatch* bring forth from the egg xm. ME. 
hocche, pt. ha^te, pp. yhaht, they31 and hacchid, 
hetchid, points to an OE *haeccan, rel. to MHG. 
hec.ken, Sw. hacka. Da. haekke, of unkn. orig. 

hatch* inlay xv; engrave lines on xvi. - (O)F 
hacher, f. hache hatchet. 

hatchet xrv. - (O)F hachette, dim. of hache 
axe - Gmc *yapja (OHG. happa, heppa sickle¬ 
shaped knife); see -et. 

hatchment escutcheon, xvi. Early forms 
(h)achement. achivment, shortening of achieve¬ 
ment stressed on the first syll. 

hate vb. OE. hatian = OS. haton (Du. ha ten), 
OHG. hazzon, -en (G. hassen), ON. hata, Goth 
hatan Gmc. *xatojan, *-&jan, f. base of *xaiis- 
(see below). So hate sb. xm; partly - ON. hatr, 
partly f. hate vb. under the infl. of hatred xm 
(ME. haterede(n), f. the vb.-stem +-red). Both 
sbs. superseded OE. synon. hete (to xiii) = 
OS. heti, OHG. haz (G. hass), ON. hatr, Goth. 
hatis Gmc. *x®tis-IE. * hades- (cf. Av. sadra-, 
Gr. kedos suffering, W. cawdd anger, insult, 
trouble). 

hauberk defensive armour for neck and 
shoulders, xm. - OF. hauberc Frankish 
*halsberg (= OHG. halsberc, OE. healsbeorg), f. 
ha Is neck + *berg- protect. 

haugh (Sc. and north.) flat land by a river side. 
ME. hawch, hawgh, prob. OE. healh comer, 
nook, rel. to holh hollow. 

haughty lofty and disdainful; feminent, ex¬ 
alted; thigh, xvi. Extension with -y' of thought, 
earlier haul (xv) - (O)F. haul high L. altus 
high. 

haul pull, drag; trim (sails) xvi; (of the wind) 
veer xvm. Earliest form hall, var. of hale*. So 
haulier xv (hallier). - OF. hallier. 

ha(u)lm stems or stalks. OE. h(e)alm = OS. 
(Du ), (Q)HG. halm, ON. hdlmr Gmc. *xa/- 
maz IE. *kolmos; cf. L. culmus haulm, Gr 
kalamos reed, OS1. slama straw, 

haunch xiii. - (Q)F. hanche, of Gmc. origin (cf. 
LG hanke hind leg of a horse), 

haunt fpractise habitually; resort (to) habitu¬ 
ally xiii; frequent the company of xv; visit fre 
quently xvi (spec, of ghosts). - (O)F. hanter, of 
Gmc. orig. 

hautboy wooden wind instrument, xvi. - F. 
haul bo is, f. haut high + bois wood; so named 
from its high pitch. Superseded by oboe. 

have pt., pp. had OE. habban, pt. haefde pp 
(ge)haefd = OS. hebbian (Du. hebben), OHG. 
ha ben (G. ha ben), ON. hafa, Goth, haban, prob. 
rel. to *xabjan (IE. *kap ) heave (connection 
with L. habere ‘have’ is doubtful), 

haven harbour (now rhet. or fig.). Late OE. 
haefen, haefne (xi) - ON. hafn-, hqfn = MLG., 
MDu. havene, Du. haven, rel. to (O)Ir. cuan 
curve, bend, recess, bay. 

haversack xvm. - F. havresac - G. habersack 
orig. bag in which cavalry carried the oats for 
their horses, f. haber oats + sack sack. 
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havoc in phr. cry havoc sound the signal for 
spoliation; hence make havoc (of) plunder, 
devastate, xv. - AN. havok, alt. of OF. havo(t), 
of unkn. orig. 

haw1 fruit of the hawthorn. OE. haga, identical 

in form with haga hedge, fence (see hedge), con¬ 

nection with which appears to be shown by the 

forms of hawthorn, OE. haga-, hagudorn = 
MDu. hagedorn (Du. haagdoorn), MHG. hagen- 
dorn (G. hagedorn), ON. hagPorn\ cf. OE 
hxgdorn ‘hedge-thorn’. 

haw2 nictitating membrane in a horse's (dog’s, 
etc.) eye; inflamed state of this. xvi. of unkn 
orig. 

haw* utterance marking hesitation; also as vb 

XVII. 

hawk' bird of prey. OE. h(e)afoc = OS. habuk 
(Du. havik), OHG. habuh (G. habicht), ON. 
haukr Gmc. *xabukaz, rel. to Pol. kobuz, 
Russ, kobets species of hawk or kite Hence 
hawk vb xiv. 

hawk2 plasterer’s hod. xrv. of unkn. orig. 
hawk* clear the throat noisily, xvi. prob. imit. 
hawker itinerant seller, xvi. prob. - LG. (cf. 
MLG. hoker, Du. heuker)\ see huckster. Hence, 
by back-formation, hawk4 vb. xvi. 

hawse (naut.) part of the bows of a ship xrv; 
space about the stem of a vessel, situation of 
cables there xvi. Early form halse, prob. - ON. 
hdls neck, ship’s bow, etc. (= OE. heals neck, 
prow). 

hawser (naut.) large rope. xrv. - AN. hau- 
ce(ou)r. f. OF. haucier (mod. hausser) hoist 
Rom. *altiare, f. L. altus high; see -er2. 

hawthorn see haw1. 

hay grass cut and dried. OE. heg, hi(e)g = OS. 
hoi, OHG. hewi, houwi (Du. hooi, G. heu), ON. 
hey (whence the native word was reinforced), 
Goth, hawi Gmc. *xaujarn, f. *xauwan cut 
down, hew. 

hayward officer having charge of fences and 
enclosures, xm. f. ME. heie, haie, OE. hege 
hedge + ward1. 

hazard game at dice xm, chance, venture xrv; 
risk, peril xvi. - (O)F. hasard, perh. - Sp. azar - 
Arab az-zahr, az-zdr gaming die. So hazard 
vb., hazardous xvi. 

haze' fthick fog; thin mist. xvm. prob., along 
with haze vb. drizzle (xvii), back-formation from 
earlier hazy adj. (orig. naut.) tfcggy (now) 
misty (xvii), of unkn. orig. (earliest forms haw- 
sey, heysey, haizy, besides hasie, hazy). 

haze2 (dial.) scare, scold, beat xvii; (naut.) 
harass with excessive work; (U.S.) subject to 
brutal horseplay xix. In the first sense preceded 
by (dial.) hazen (early xvii); of uncert. orig. (cf. 
OF. baser tease, anger, insult), 

hazel small nut-tree, Corylus OE.; reddish- 
brown colour of the ripe hazel-nut xvi. OE 
hxsel, corr. to MDu. hasel (Du. hazelaar hazel 
tree), OHG. hasal(a) (G. hasel), ON. haslGmc. 
*xasalaz IE. *kosolos, *koselos, whence also L. 
corylus, -ulus. 

he' 3rd sg. m. pers. pron. OE. h$ = OS. he, hi(e)\ 
f. Gmc. dem. stem *x/-, repr. also in OHG. (Fran¬ 
conian) her, he he; also OHG. hiutu (:- *hiu tagu 
this day), G. heule today, ON. dem. hinn, Goth. 

himma daga today. See also him, his, hither, 

hence, it. IE. *k(e)i, *ke are repr. also in L. cis 
on this side, dem. particle <e, OIr. ce this, Lith. 
sis, OS1. si this, Gr. ekei there. 

he2 excl. of laughter, usually repeated he he (he). 
OE. he he. 

head anterior (in man, upper) part of the body, 
containing the mouth, sense organs, and brain; 
various transf. uses. OE. heafod = OS. hobid 
(Du. hoofd), OHG. houbit (G haupt), Goth 
haubip (cf. ON. hqfub) Gmc. *xaubudam, 
-idam, the relation of which with L. caput, head, 
Skr. kapdla- skull, is not clear. Hence headland 

strip of land left at the head of furrows OE. 
(heafodland), promontory xvi. headman chief. 
OE. heafodmann. headquarters xvn. heads¬ 

man fchief xrv; executioner xvii. headstrong 

xrv. headway motion ahead or forward xvm; 
for *aneadway (f. ahead), heady headlong (flit, 
and fig.) xrv. 

-head -hed(e), repr. OE. *-hxdu, mutated form 
corr. to -had -hood, and used alongside it from 
xm, but surviving in present Eng. only in god¬ 
head and (arch.) maidenhead, orig. attached to 
adis., as boldhede, fairhede, but extended later 
to sbs. 

headlong headforemost, precipitately, xv. alt., 
by assoc, with along, of iheadling (xm), f. 
HEAD + -LING2. 

heal OE. hxlan = OS. helian (Du. heelen), OHG. 
heilan (G. heilen), ON. heila, Goth, hailjan 
Gmc. *xailjan, f. *xailaz whole. 

health soundness of body, mind, or spirit OE.; 
toast drunk to a person’s welfare xvi. OE. hxld 
= OHG. heilida WGmc. *xailipa, f. Gmc. *xai- 
laz whole; see -th'. Hence healthful salu¬ 
brious xrv; having good health xvi (superseded 
in this sense by healthy xvi). 

heap collection of things lying one upon an¬ 
other; fgreat company OE.; (colloq.) a great deal 
xvii (earlier pi. xvi). OE. heap = OS. hop (Du. 
hoop), OHG. houg WGmc. *xaupa, rel. to 
MLG. hupe, OHG. hufo (G. hauferi) Gmc. 
*xupan-. Hence as vb. OE. heapian. 

hear pt„ pp. heard. OE. (Angl.) heran, (WS.) 
hieran = OS. horian (Du. hooren), OHG. horen 
(G. horen), ON. heyra, Goth, hausjan Gmc. 
*xauzjan, perh. rel. to Gr. akouein hear. Hence 
hearsay xvi. orig. in phr. by hear say. 

hearken OE. he(o)rcnian, f. *he(o)rcian, see 
JJAOXZ .£KT6 

hearse sti-ucture placed over a bier at a funeral 
xrv; fbier, coffin, grave xvii; funeral carriage 
xvii. - (O)F. herse harrow, triangular frame for 
candles medL. erpica, Rom. *herpica, for L. 
(h)irpex, (h)irpic- kind of harrow, 

heart bodily organ, regarded as the centre of 
vital functions, the seat of affections, etc. OE.; 
dear person; innermost part xm; vital part; +sto- 
mach xvi. OE. heorte = OS herta (Du. hart), 
OHG. herza (G. herz), ON. hjarta, Goth hairto 
Gmc. *xertan-, on. The IE. base *k#rd- *krd- is 
repr. also by Gr ker, kardia, L. cor, cord-, Lith. 
sirdis, OIr. cride, etc. Hence hearten xvi. 
hearth OE. heorO = OS. herth (Du hoard), 
OHG. hert (G. herd)WGmc. *xerpa. 

heat sb. OE. hxtu = MDu. hete, OHG. heizi 
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WGmc. *xaitin. f. Gmc *xaitaz hot; also OE 
hxte (:- *xaitja). So heat vb. OE hxtan. 

heath1 open waste land OE. hxd, corr, to OS. 
hetha, MLG., MDu. hide, MHG. heide (Du., G. 
heide), ON. heide, Goth, haipiGmc. *xctipiz 
IE. *kait-, repr. also by Gaul, cito in place- 
names, OW. coit (W coed) wood, forest 

heath1 plant of the genus Erica. OE. hied = OS. 
heth(i)a, (M)LG., (M)Du. heide, OHG heida (G 
heide)WGmc. *xaipjo, f. prec. 

heathen OE. hxden = OS. hethin (Du. heiden), 
OHG. heidan (G. heide), ON heidinn, in Goth 
repr. by haipnd Gentile woman; gen. regarded 
as a spec. Christian use (perh. originating in 
Gothic) of Gmc. adj. *xaipanaz, inaz inhabit¬ 
ing open country, savage, f. *xaipiz heath’; 

see -bn’. Hence heathendom OE. hxdendom 
heathenish OE. haedenisc. 

heather xiv (Sc. and north, hathir, etc ). The 
form hadder or hather prevailed in Eng. use 
from xvi to xviii, when heather is first recorded; 
of unkn. orig., perh. repr. OE. *h$ddre~, app 
assim. to heath’ or *. 

heave (obs. dial, or techn.) lift, raise OE.; throw, 
cast, haul up xvi; rise xiv OE. str. vb. hebban = 
OS. hebbian (Du. heffen), OHG. heffen (G. heben), 
ON. hefja, Goth, hafjan Gmc. *x<*bjan, rel. to 
L. capere take. Pt. hove survives in some uses, 
but for the most part weak forms (already found 
in late OE.) prevailed. 

heaven sky. firmament; region beyond the sky; 
habitation of God and his angels OE.; state of 
bliss xiv. OE. heofon, corr. to OS. heban, ON. 
himinn (inflected stem hifn- *hibn). Goth. 
himins; parallel formations with /-suffix are OS., 
OHG. himil (Du. hemel, G. himmel), ult. orig. 
uncert. 

Heaviside name of Oliver Heaviside (1850- 
1925), Engl, physicist, applied to a layer of the 
ionosphere able to reflect long radio waves, 

heavy OE. hefig = OS. hebig (Du. hevig), OHG. 
hebig, ON. hqfugr Gmc *x&bu3a, *xabi3a-, f. 
*xabiz (OE. hefe) weight, f. *xabjan heave; see 
-y'. 

hebdomadal Hasting seven days xvii, weekly 
xviii. - late L. hebdomadalis, f. hebdomas, -ad- 
group of seven, etc. (whence hebdomad xvi) - 
Gr. hebdomas, f. hepta seven. 

hebetate make blunt xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
hebetare, f. hebes, hebet- blunt; see -ate*. 

Hebrew adj. and sb. xm. ME ebreu - OF 
ebr{i)eu (mod. hebreu) - medL Ebrius, for L 
Hebrseus - late Gr. Hebraios - Aram ebraya, for 
Heb ibri lit. ‘one from the other side’ (sc. of the 
river). So Hebraic xiv. - ChrL. Hebraicus - late 
Gr Hebraikos. Hebraism xvi. - F. or modL. 
Hebraist xviii. 

hecatomb sacrifice of many victims xvi. - L. 
hecatombe - Gr. hekatombe, f. hekaton hun¬ 

dred + bous ox 
heckle var. of hackle, xv. Hence vb. dress (flax 
or hemp) with a heckle xv; examine search- 
ingly; harass (a speaker) with questions xix 
(orig. Sc ). 

hectic of a wasting fever xiv; consumptive, 
feverish xvii; feverishly active, exciting xx. ME. 
etik - OF etique - late L. hecticus - Gr. hektikos 

habitual, hectic, consumptive, f. hexis habit, 
state of body or mind, f. ekhein intr. (with adv.) 
be (in such-and-such a state); superseded xvi by 
the mod. form - F. hectique or late L. 

hect(o)- - F., contr. of Gr hekaton hundred, 

esp. in terms of the metric system, as hectare, 
hectolitre, hectometre (xix). 

hector play the bully, (tr.) bully, xvii. f. Hector 
name of ‘the prop or stay of Troy ’, son of Pnam 
and Hecuba, sb. use of Gr. adj. hektdr holding 
fast, f. ekhein hold: f. the use of the sb. (common 
in late xvii) for ‘swaggering fellow’, 

hedge OE. hecg(e) = MDu. hegghe (Du heg), 
OHG. hegga, hecka (G. hecke)WGmc. *xa3jd, 
rel. to haw', hay. Hence hedgehog xv, hedge¬ 
row xvi. 

hedonism xix. f. Gr hidoni pleasure + -ism. So 
hedonist xix. 

-hedron repr. n. sg. (used as sb.) of Gr. adjs. 
ending in -edros, f. hedra seat, base, in comps, 
with numerals, as hexahedron. 

heed vb. OE. hedan = OS. hodian (Du. hoeden), 
OHG. huoten (G. hiiten) WGmc. *xodjan, f. 
*Xdda care, keeping (MLG. hode, OHG. huota, 
G hut) Hence as sb. xm. 

heel' hinder part of the foot OE. hela, heela, ccrr. 
to MDu. hiele (Du. hiel), ON. haell Gmc. 
*Xdxil- *xavxil-. f- *XOUX- (whence OE hoh 
heel), rel. to Lith. kinka hough, 

heel* incline to one side. xvi. prob. evolved from 
fheeld. Shield through apprehending final d as 
a pt.-pp. suffix. OE. hieldan = OS. ofheldian, 
MDu heiden (Du. hellen) WGmc. *xalpjan, f. 
Gmc. *xalpaz (OE. heald, OHG. hald, ON. hallr 
inclined). 

hefty xix. of U.S. and dial, origin; f. (dial.) heft 
weight, prob. f. heave, see y' 

hegemony xvi (aegemonie; rare before xix). - 
Gr. hegemonia, f. hegemdn leader, f. hegeisthai 
lead, rel. to L. sdgire track, and seek; see -mony. 

hegira, hejira Muslim era. xvi. - medL. 
hegira - Arab, hijra departure (spec, al-hijra 
the flight of Muhammad from Mecca to 
Medina in a.d. 622, from which the Muslim era 
is reckoned), f. hajara separate, go away, 

heifer OE. heahfore, heahfru. -fre, of unkn. orig. 
height OE. hehdu (WS. hiehdu) = MDu. hogede, 
hoochte (Du. hoogte), OHG. hohida, Goth. 
hauhipa Gmc. *xouxipo: see high, -th1. Dis¬ 
similation of -hp (-3p) to -ht (-3O, orig. northern, 
appears before 1300. Hence heighten xvi. 

heinous hateful, xiv - OF. haineus, f. haine 
hatred, f. hair - Frankish *hatjan. rel. to hate; 

see ous. 
heir xiii. ME. eir - OF. (h)eir late L. herem, 
for earlier heredem, nom. hires. Hence heiress 
xvii, heirloom xv. 

hejira see hegira. 

hele thide, keep secret OE.; (local) cover (with 
earth or tiles) xiii OE. hellan, helian = OS. hel 
lian, OHG. -hellen WGmc. *haljan f. *xel- *xa/ 
*xul- IE. *kel-, repr. in L. celare, Gr. kaluptein 
hide. 

helianthus sunflower genus, xviii. modL.. f. 

Gr. hilios sun 4 anthos flower, 
helicopter xix. - F. helicoptere, f. Gr. heliko 
(see helix) + pteron wing. 
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hell®- repr. comb, form of Gr. hilios sun, as in 
heliocentric (xvn), -graph (xix), -graphic, 
-graphy, -meter, -stat (xvm), -tropic, -tropism 
(xra). 

heliotrope plant of which the flowers turn 
towards the sun, e.g. formerly, sunflower, 
marigold, now the genus Heliotropium. xvn. - 
L. heliotropium - Gr. heliotropion, f hilios 
sun + -tropos turning. 

helium six. f Gr. hilios sun (see -ium); so 
named from the discovery of its existence in the 
solar spectrum. 

helte xvi. - L. helix, helic- - Gr. helix, -ih-, f. IE. 
*wel- roll. Hence helical xvu. helicoid xviii. - 
modL. - Gr. 

hell OE. hel(l) = OS. hellia (Du. het), OHG. hella 
(G. holle), ON. hel, Goth, halja Gmc. *xaljd, f. 

*X.el- *xul- cover, conceal (OE. helian, 
helan, OS., OHG. helan, etc.; OE. hyllan, Goth. 
huljan, etc.). 

hellebore xiv (preceded by eleboryne xm). ME. 
el(l}ebre, eleure - OF. ellebre, elebore or medL 
eleborus, L. elleborus - Gr. (h)elleboros. 

Hellene Greek, xvn. - Gr. He lien. So Hellenic, 
Hellenism xvii, Hellenistic xvra. 

hello see hallo(a). 
helm' (arch.), helmet. OE. helm = OS., OHG. 
(Du., G.) helm, ON. hjalmr, Goth, hilms Gmc. 
*xelmaz, f. IE. base *kel- cover, conceal; cf. Skr. 
sdrman- covering, protection. So helmet xv. 
- OF., dim. of helme (mod. heaume), - Gmc.; 
see -et. 

Steins* tiller. OE. helma, corr. to MLG. helm 
handle, OHG. helmo, halmo, ON. hjalmvglr 
‘rudder-stick’; of uncert. orig. 

helminthology xix. f. Gr helmins, helminth- 
worm-, see -logy. 

helot serf in ancient Sparta, xvi. - L. (H)il6tae, 
Helotes pi. - Gr. Heilotes, Heilotav, of unkn 
orig. 

help sb. OE. help = OS. helpa, OHG. he If a, ON. 
hjdlpGmc. *xe/po, f. base seen also in help vb. 
OE. str. vb. helpan = OS. helpan (Du. helpen), 
OHG. helfan (G^ helfen), ON. hjalpa, Goth, hil- 
pan; cf. Lith. selpti help. The orig. pt. survived 
till xv in the form thalp, which was succeeded 
by tholp (xvi), modelled on the pp. iholpen; the 
weak form helped appears xni, orig. northern. 
Hence helpmate xviii. f. mate', doubtless by 
assoc, with helpmeet, which arose from the use 
of help-meet for man (xvn), based on an helpe 
meet for him ‘a help suitable for him’ Gen. 2:18, 
20. 

helter-skelter in disorderly haste, xvi. rhym¬ 
ing jingle, perh. based ult. on ME. skelte hasten. 

helve handle of a weapon or tool. OE. h(i)elfe, 
corr. to OS. helfi (MDu. helf, helve), OHG. halp: 
f. WGmc. *xalb- (cf. halter) IE. *kalp-, as in 
QPruss. kalpus waggon-rail, Lith. kdlpa cross 
piece of a sledge. 

hem* edging of cloth or garment OE. (transf. 
and techn., from xm); border on a cloth made 
by doubling in the edge xvii. OE. hem, corr. to 
QFris. hemme enclosed land, presumably rel. to 
OE. hamm meadow, etc. Hence hem vb. edge, 
border (cloth) xiii; shut in xvi. 

hem1, h’m repr. the sound made in clearing the 

throat, xvi. So hem vb. xv (in vbl. sb. hemynge). 
head- repr. Gr. he mi-, comb. el. = semi-. 
hemisphere In the form t{h)emisperie, -sphery 
(xrv) - L. hemisphxrium - Gr. hemisphairion 
(see hemi- hemi-, sphere); in the form hemi¬ 
sphere (xvi), i spere (xv) - OF. emisp(h)ere (mod. 
hemisphere) 

hemistich (pros.) half-line. xvi. - late L. hemi- 
stichium - Gr. hemistikhion, f. stikhos, see 
hemi-. 

hemlock OE. hymlic(e), hemlic, of unkn. orig.; 
forms in hum-, horn- continued till xvi; the alt. 
of the final syll. to -lock (xv) is paralleled in 
charlock. 

hemorrhoid see h(a)emorrhoid. 

hemp herbaceous plant Cannabis sativa OE.; 
fibre of this xm. OE. henep, hxnep = OS. ha nap 
(Du. hennep), OHG. hanaf (G. hanf), ON. 
hampr Gmc. *xanipiz, *xanapiz, rel. to Gr. 
kdnnabis, Lith. kanapes, Russ, konoplyd. 

hen female of the domestic fowl OE.; female of 
other birds xiv. OE. henn - MLG. henne, OHG. 
henna (G. henne) WGmc. ^x^nnja, f. Gmc. 
*X.anan- cock (OE. hana, OS., OHG. hano, Du. 
haan, G. hahn, ON. hani, Goth, hand, rel. to L. 
cartere sing. 

hence xm. ME. hen(ne)s, f. hen(ne)OE. hio-, 
heonanie) = OS., OHG. hinan(a), (G. hinnen), 
also OE. hina, heona =MLG., MDu. hene (Du. 
been), OHG. hina (G. hin): WGmc. formations on 
the pronominal base <,xi- he'. Cf. thence, 
whence. 

henchman squire, page of honour xiv; per¬ 
sonal attendant of a Highland chief xviii; trusty 
follower, (esp. U S.) stout political partisan xix. 
ME. hengest-, henx(st)-, hensman, perh. orig 
horse attendant, f. OE. heng(e)st (= MLG. heng¬ 
est, OHG. hengist, Du., G hengst, ON. hestr) stal¬ 
lion, gelding + man. 

hendeca- comb, form of Gr. hendeka eleven, f. 
hen, n. of heis one + deka ten. hendecagon 
xvm. hendecasyllahle xviii. f. L. - Gr. 

henna (dye obtained from) Egyptian privet, 
Lawsonia inermis. xvi. - Arab, hinna'. 

henry (electr.) unit of inductance, xix. f. name 
of Joseph Henry (1797-1878), Amer. physicist, 

hepatic pert, to the liver, liver-coloured, xv. - 
L. hepatic us - Gr. hepatikos. f. hepar, hepat- 
liver; see -ic. 

hepta- before a vowel hept-, comb, form of Gr. 
heptd seven, e g. heptachord xvm, heptagon 
xvi, heptarchy xvi, Heptateuch xvii. 

heptad group of seven, xvii. - Gr. heptds, 
heptad-, f. heptd seven; see ad. 

her' g. of the fem. 3rd pers. sg. pron. OE. hire = 
MDu. hare (Du. hoar), f. pronominal base *x*- 
he'; cf. parallel forms on the base *i-, viz. OS., 
OHG. ira, iro (G ihr), Goth. izos. Hence hers 
absol. pron. xrv; see -s. 

her* orig. dat., later acc. of the fem. 3rd pers. 
sg. pron. OE. hire = MDu. hare (Du. haar), f. 
pronominal base *x*- he'; cf. the parallel forms 
on the base */-, viz. OS. iru, OHG. iru, iro (G. 
ihr), Goth. izai. Hence herself xn, in OE. hire 
sylfre (dat). 

herald officer who delivers proclamations, 
etc.; envoy xiv; forerunner xvi; one skilled in 
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heraldry xix. ME. herau(i)d - OF. herau(l)t 
(mod. hiraut) - Gmc. *xnriwald-, f. *xarjaz 
army + *wald- rule, wield So vb. xiv. Hence 
heraldic xvm, heraldry xvi. 

herb xm. ME. (h)erbe - OF. erbe (mod. her be) 
L. herba grass, green crops, herb. The pronunc. 
without initial aspirate was regular till early 
xrx. So herbaceous xvn. f. L. herbage xrv. 
- OF. herbal book treating of plants, xvi. 
- medL.; whence herbalist xvi. herbarium 
collection of dried plants, xvm. - late L.; see -ary. 

herd' company of animals. OE. heord = MLG 
herde, OHG. herta (G. herde), ON. hjgrd, Goth 
hairdo,Gmc. *xerdo: cf. Skr sardha-, W. cordd 
tribe, family, OS1. credo. 

herd3 keeper of a herd. OE. hi(e)rde = OS. hirdi, 
herdi. OHG. hirti (G. hirte), ON. hirdir, Goth 
hairdeis Gmc. *xcrdjaz, f. *xerdo (see prec.) 
Hence herd vb. intr. xiv; trans. xvi. herdsman 
xvn. alt. of herdman (OE. hierdemann) 

here OE her = OS her, OHG. hiar (Du., G. hier), 
ON. her, Goth, her; obscurely f. Gmc. pro¬ 
nominal base **i- this (see he1). 

Lareditament xv. - medL. hereditamentum, f. 
late L. hireditdre, f. hires, hired- heir; see -ment. 
So hereditable xv. - obs F or medL heredi¬ 
tary xvi. - L. heredity inheritance (rare) xvi; 
heritable character xvm; (biol.) xix. - (O)F 
or L. 

heresy xm. ME. (h)eresie - OF. (h)eresie (mod 
heresie) - L. haeresis - Gr. hairesis choice, (hence) 
school of thought, etc., f. haireisthai choose. So 
heretic xiv. heretical xvi. - medL. 

heriot (orig.) feudal service consisting of mili¬ 
tary equipment restored to the lord on the 
death of a tenant. OE. heregeatwa, -we, f. here 
army + geatwa trappings. 

heritage xm. - OF. (heritage (mod. he ), f. 
(h)eriter, etc. - ecclL. hereditare, f. hires, hired- 
heir. So heritable xiv. heritor xv ( er). - AN. 
heriter = (O)F. heritier L. hireditarius\ con¬ 
formed to -or' in xvi 

hermaphrodite xv. - L. hermaphroditus - Gr. 
hermaphroditos, orig. proper name of a son 
of Hermes and Aphrodite, who grew together 
with the nymph Salmacis while bathing in her 
fountain and so combined male and female 
characters. 

hermeneutics science of interpretation 
xvm. - modL. hermineutica - Gr hermineutiki, 
sb. use of fern. sg. of adj. (see -ic, ics), f. her- 
mineutis, agent-noun f. hermineuein interpret, 
f. hermineus interpreter. 

hermetic pert, to (the supposed writings of) 
Hermes Trismegistus; (hence) pert, to occult 
science, esp. alchemy; h. seal airtight closure (as 
used by alchemists), xvn. - modL hermiticus, f. 
Hermis Trismegistus (Gr Hermes tris migistos) 
‘thrice-greatest Hermes’, name given by Neo 
platonists, mystics, and alchemists to the Egyp¬ 
tian god Thoth, who was identified with the 
Grecian Hermes (god of science, etc.) as the 
author of occult science and esp alchemy; see 
-ic. So hermetically xvn. 

hermit xm ME. armite, (h)er\e)mite - OF. 
(h)ermite (mod. ermite) or ChrL erimita (medL. 
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her) - Gr eremites, f. ere mid desert, f. iremos 
solitary, deserted So hermitage xm. 

hernia xrv. - L. 
hero man of superhuman qualities, demigod xiv 
(rare before xvi); illustrious warrior xvi; man 
admired for his great deeds and noble qualities 
xvii; chief man in a poem, play, etc. In earliest 
use chiefly pi heroes, with sg. heroe (both of 
3 sylls.) and heros - L herds, pi herois - Gr. 
birds, pi. hiroes. The common heroe (xvi-xvm) 
was superseded by hero (xvn), with pi. heroes 
(2 sylls.). So heroic xvi. - F. or L. - Gr. hero- 
ikos. heroi-comic(al) xvm. heroine xvn. - F 
or L. - Gr. hiroini. heroism xvm. - F. 

heroin xix. - G., of uncert. orig.; see -in. 
heron poet, hern xiv. ME he{i)roun, Iierne - 
OF. hairon (mod hiron) - Gmc *xai3aran- 
(whence OHG. heigaro\ cf. ON hegri), dissimi 
lated form of *xraisran- (cf. OE hragra, MLG. 
riger, MDu. reiger, OHG. reigaro, G. reiher), of 
imit. orig. Hence heronry xvn. 

herpes xvn. - L. herpes - Gr. herpis shingles, 
lit. ‘creeping’, f hirpein creep. 

herring OE. hiring, hiring = MLG. hirink, 
hdrink (Du. haring), OHG haring (G. haring, 
hering) WGmc. *xerirjga, beside which a 
var. with *xar is repr. by medL. haringus, 
perh. orig. ‘greyish white fish’, f. hoar; see 
-1NG3. 

hertz (electr.) frequency of one cycle per 
second, f. name of H. R. Hertz (1857-94), G. 
physicist. 

hesitate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. haesitare stick 
fast, stammer, be undecided, f. hses-, pp. stem of 
haerere stick, adhere; see -ate8. So hesitation 
xvn. - L. 

Hesperian western xvi f. L. hesperius, Gr. hes- 
pirios, f. Hesperia, Gr. Hesperia (poet.) land of 
the west, f. Hesperus, Hesperos, adj. western, sb 
evening star; see -ian. 

Hessian pert to Hesse in Germany; H. boot top 
boot with tassels first worn by Hessian troops 
xix; H fly, so named because it was erron sup¬ 
posed to have been carried into America by 
Hessian troops during the War of Independence 
xvm; see -ian. 

hest (arch.) bidding, behest xii. f. (on the model 
of abstr. sbs. in -te) ME hes, OE. his Gmc. 
*xaittiz. f. *xaitan call (see hight). 

hetero-, heter- comb, form of Gr hiteros 
other, heterodox xvii. - Gr heterodoxos (doxd 
opinion); heterodyne xx; heterogeneous 
xvii - medL. heterogeneus, f. Gr. heterogenis 
(genos kind1). 

hetman military commander in Poland, etc. 
xvm. - Pol., prob - G hauptmann ‘head man’, 
captain. 

heuristic serving to find out xix irreg f. Gr 
heuriskein find; see -isnc. 

hew pp hewn OE. str. vb hiawan = OS hau- 
wan (Du houwen), OHG. houwan (G hauen), 
ON. hQggva Gmc *xauwan, f IE. *kou *kow-, 
found also in OS1 kovQ forge, Lith kauju strike, 
forge. 

hexa- before a yowei hex-, comb form of Gr. 
hix six, e g. hexagon, -agonal' xvi, -hedron 
xvi, hexameter, xvi 
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hexad group of six. xvii. - Gr. hexds, hexad-, f 
hex six; see -ad. 

heyday (arch.) excl. denoting gaiety, surprise, 
wonder, xvi (heyda). The earliest form agrees 
with LG heida. also heidi hurrah! Hence sb 
state of exaltation or excitement xvi; prime, 
bloom xviii. 

hiatus gap, chasm xvi; interruption of con¬ 
tinuity xvii; break between two vowels xviii. - 

L. hiatus gaping, opening, f. hidre gape, 
hibernate spend the winter, xix. f. pp. stem of 
L. hiberndre, f. hiberna winter quarters, n. pi. 
of hibernus pert, to winter, f. hie ms winter. So 
hibernation xvn (nat. hist. xix). 

Hibernian Irish, xvii. f. L. Hibernia Ireland, 
alt. of I(u)verna, Iuberna, - Gr. Kf)erne, of Celt, 
orig. (cf. Ir. Eriu), see -lan. 

hibiscus xvm. - L., of unkn. orig. 
hiccough sb. and vb. xvi. imit.; early forms 
hickop, hi(c)kup, which superseded earlier 
jhicket, ihickock. The form hiccough (xvii) is 
due to assim. to cough, but the pronunc. has not 
been affected. 

hickory xvii. of N. Amer. Indian orig. 
hidalgo Spanish gentleman, xvi. - Sp., for¬ 
merly hijo dalgo, i.e. hijo de algo son of 
something’. 

hide1 skin. OE. hyd = OS. hud (Du. huid), OHG 
hut (G. haut), ON. hud Gmc. *xudiz IE. *ku- 
tis (cf. Gr. kutos, L. cutis cuticle). Hence as vb. 
thrash, whence (colloq.) hiding thrashing, xix. 

hide* measure of land reckoned sufficient to 
support a free family with dependants. OE. hid, 
earlier higid, f. hig, hiw- (in comb.) = OHG. 
hi-, ON. hy-, Goth, heiwa-, rel. to L. civis 
citizen and to OE. hiwan (pi.) members of a 
household, OHG hi(w)un, ON. hjiin man and 
wife. 

hide* pt. hid pp. hidden put or keep out of sight. 
OE. hydan = MDu., MLG. h Helen WGmc. 
*xudjan, prob. based on IE. *keudh-, repr. also 
by Gr. keuthein, W. cuddio hide, 

hideous frightful, (hence) frightfully ugly. xm. 
ME. hidous - AN hidous, OF. hidos, -eus (mod. 
hideux), earlier hisdos, f. hi(s)de fear, of unkn. 
orig. The ending was assim. to -eous xvi. 

hie tstrive, exert oneself OE.; (arch.) hasten xii. 

OE. higian, of unkn. orig. 
hierarchy division of angels, etc. xrv; priestly 
or ecclesiastical rule xvi; body of ecclesiastical 
rulers xvn. ME. lerarchie, gerarchie (superseded 
by latinized forms in xvi) - OF. ierarchie, ger¬ 
archie (mod. hierarchie) - medL. (h)ierarchia - 
Gr. hierarkhia, f. hierarkhes steward of sacred 
rites, high priest, f. hierds sacred, holy + -arkhes, 
-arkhos ruling, ruler; see arch-, -y*. So hier¬ 

arch ecclesiastical ruler xvi; archangel xvii. 

- medL. - Gr. hierarchical xv. 
hieratic pert, to a priestly class, (hence) of a 
style of ancient Egyptian writing, xvn. - L. 
hierdticus - Gr. hieratikos priestly, sacerdotal, 
f. hierasthai be a priest, f. hiereiis priest, f. hierds 
sacred. 

hieroglyphic pertaining to ancient Egyptian 
writing; sb. character in such picture-writing; 
symbolic or enigmatic figure, xvi. - F. hiero- 
glyphique or late L. hieroglyphicus - Gr. hiero- 

gluphikos, f. hierds sacred + glupht carving. 
Hence, as back-formation or after F. hieroglyphe, 
hieroglyph xvii. 

hierophant expounder of mysteries, xvii. - 
late L. hierophanta, -es - Gr. hierophdntes, f. 
hierds sacred + -phan-, base of phainein reveal, 

higgle cavil as to terms, xvn. var. of haggle. 

higgledy-piggledy xvi. Rhyming jingle prob 
based on pig, with ref. to swine herding 
together. 

high OE. heah = OS.. OHG. hoh (Du. hoog, G. 
hoch), ON. hdr, Goth, hauhs Gmc. *xauxaz 
IE. *koukos (cf. Lith kaukas swelling, boil, kau- 
karus height, hill. ON haugr hill, Goth, hiuhma 
heap, Russ, kucha heap). Cf height. Combs, 
high-brow, back formation from high- 

browed (orig US.) xx; high-churchman 

(whence high church) xvn; highland OE. 
heah land, high street highway, main road; 
main street of a town OE. heahstrxt often used 
of the Roman roads; highway public road. OE. 
heiweg, hence highwayman xvii. 

high falutin’ (orig. U S. si.) sb. bombastic 
speech; adj. absurdly pompous, xix. f. high + an 
el. of unkn. orig. 

high-flown felevated, elated, intoxicated; hy¬ 
perbolical, bombastic; fextreme in opinion, xvn. 
orig. f. high adv. + old strong pp. of flow, from 
the sense ‘in flood’, ‘swollen’; later assoc, with 
pp. of FLY*. 

flight in lit arch, use now only in pt. ‘is called’, 
‘was called’, and pp. called, named’. The only 
surviving form of a Gmc. str. vb. meaning ‘call 
by name, name, call to do something, bid, com¬ 
mand, promise’, repr. by OE. hatan (pt. heht, 
het, pp. haten), OS. hetan, OHG. heizzan (G. 
heissen call, bid, be called), ON. heita, Goth, hai- 
tan (pt. haihait, pp. haitans); f. a base which has 
been related to L. ciere summon, cite. 

hike jerk, pull, drag xviii; move away or off; 
(latterly) tramp, esp. for pleasure xix. of unkn. 
orig. Hence sb. xix. 

hilarity cheerfulness xvi; boisterous joy xix. - 
F. hilarite - L. hilaritas, f. hilaris = Gr. hilaros 
cheerful, gay; see -ity. Hence hilarious xix. 

Hilary name of a saint and doctor of the 
Church, bishop of Poitiers (d. 367), whose feast, 
falling on 13 January, gives his name to the first 
of the law and university terms of the calendar 
year. xvi. - medL. Hilarius. 

hill OE. hyll = LG. hull, MDu. hil(le), hul 
WGmc. *xulni, rel. to L. collis, Gr. kolonos, 
kolorif, Lith. kdlnas hill. Hence hillock, hilly xrv. 

hillo(a) var. of hallo(a). xvii. 

hilt OE. hilt m. and n. and hilte fern., corr. to OS. 
hilte, heita, MLG. hilte, MDu. helte, OHG. helza, 
ON. hjaltGmc. *xeltaz, -iz, -jon, of unkn. orig. 

him orig. dat. of he1, it; later also as direct 
object. OE. him = MDu. hem(e), him (Du. hem), 
f pronominal base *xi- he'; cf. parallel forms on 
the base *i-, viz. OS., OHG. imu, imo (G. ihm), 
Goth. imma. 

hind' female of the deer. OE. hind, corr. to OS. 
hind-, (M)Du. hinde. OHG. hinta (G. hinde), ON. 
hindGmc. *xinbjo, f. IE. *kem- hornless, repr. 
by Gr. kemas young deer, Skr. sama-, Lith 
smulas hornless. 
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hind* farm servant; farm bailiff, xvi Later form 
of late OE., ME. hine pi. household servants, 
(hence) sg. (esp. farm) servant, lad; presumably 
developed from OE. higna, g. pi. of higan, hiwan 
(cf. HIDE*). 

hind’ situated at the back, posterior, xm. This 
and synon. hinder' (xrv) appear to be ab¬ 
stracted from OE. hinde(r)weard backward, 
back-, bihindan behind. Cf. OE. hindan from 
behind, hinder below, corr. to OHG. hintana 
(G hinten) adv. behind, Goth, hindana prep, be¬ 
yond, and OS. hindiro, MLG. hinder, OHG. hin- 
tor(G. hinter), ON. compar hindri, Goth, hindar 
prep, beyond, the further relations of which are 
doubtful. Hence hindermore, hinder-most, 
hindmost xrv. 

hinder* finjure OE ; keep back, delay xiv. OE. 
hindrian = MLG., MDu. hinderen, OHG. hin- 
taron (G. hindern), ON. hindra Gmc. *xin- 
darojan, f. *xindar, see prec. Hence hindrance 
xv. 

Hindi xvm. - Urdu hindi, f. hind India. So Hindu, 
Hindoo xvn. - Urdu - Pers. hind it, f. hind India 
= Skr. sindhu- river, the Indus, (hence) region of 
the Indus, Sindh. Hindustani xvm. 

hinge sb. xin. of obscure orig.; ME. he(e)ng, 
hing, with deriv. (see -le') he(e)ngle, hingle, 
corr. to MLG., MHG. hengel (G. hdngel), f. the 
base of hang; cf. (M)LG. henge hinge, Du. hengel 
handle, hengsel hinge, handle. Hence vb. xvn. 

hinny offspring of a she-ass and a stallion, xvn. 
f. L. hinnus - Gr. (g)innos. 

hint fopportunity; slight indication or sugges¬ 
tion. xvn. of obscure orig.; presumably var. of 
rare fhent grasp, intention, f. hent vb., OE. hen 
tan seize. Hence vb. xvn. 

hinterland xix. - G., f. hinter behind (see 
hind*) + land LAND. 

hip' projection of pelvis and top of thigh. OE. 
hype = MDu. hope, hiXpe (Du. heup), OHG. 
hitf, pi. huffi, Goth hups Gmc. *xupiz, rel. 
to hop1 . 

hip* fruit of the (wild) rose. OE. heope. Mope, 
corr. to OS. hiopo (Du. joop), OHG. hiufo 
thombush, bramble WGmc. *xeup- 

hip* texcl. of calling xvm; as a cheer, in hip hip 
hooray xix. 

hippo short for hippopotamus, xix. 

hippo- comb, form of Gr. hippos horse, hip¬ 
pocampus sea-horse, xvi - L. - Gr. (kampcs 
sea-monster); hippogriff fabulous griffin-like 
creature, xvn. - F hippogriffe - It. ippogrifo 
(grifo L. gryphus griffin). 

hippocras wine flavoured with spices, xiv. ME. 
ypocras - OF. ipo-, ypocras, forms of the name 
Hippocrates (ancient Gr. physician v b.c ), the 
wine being so called because it was strained 
through 'Hippocrates’ bag’, a conical bag used 
as a filter. 

Hippocrene name of a fountain on Helicon, 
sacred to the Muses, (hence) poetic inspiration, 
xvn. - L. Hippocrene - Gr. Hippokrtne, f. hippos 
horse + krtne fountain; so named because fabled 
to have been produced by a stroke of Pegasus’ 
hoof. 

hippodrome circus (prop.) for horse and 
chariot races, xvi. - (O)F. hippodrome or L. 

hoarse 

hippodromus - Gr. hippodromos. f. hippos 
horse + dromos race. 

hippopotamus xvi - L. - late Gr. hip- 
popotamos, for earlier hippos ho potamios the 

horse of the river (potamos river), 

hircine goatish, xvn. - L hircinus, f. hircus he- 

goat; see -ine'. 

hire payment for the temporary use of a thing; 
wages, reward OE hyr = OS. huria, MLG , 
MDu. hure (Du. huur) WGmc. *xurja. Hence 
hire vb OE. hyrian hireling OE (rare) hyr- 
ling, formed afresh in xvi. 

hirsute xvn. - L. hirsutus, rel. to synon. hirtus. 
his possessive adj. and pron. OE his, gen. of he’ 

and it; cf. parallel forms on the base */-, viz. OS., 
Goth, is, OHG. is, es 

hispid bristly, shaggy, xvn. - L. hispidus, see 
-id'. 

hiss vb xiv. imit. Hence sb xvi. 
hist excl. enjoining silence, xvn (cf. fist xvi). 
histo- repr. comb, form of Gr. histos web, 
tissue, rel. to histanai set up (cf. stand), as in 
histology science of organic tissues, xix. - F. 
histologie. 

history fstory, tale; methodical narrative of 
events, branch of knowledge dealing with these 
xv; methodical account of natural phenomena 
xvi. - L. historia - Gr historic, learning or 
knowing by inquiry, narrative, history, f. histor 
knowing, learned, wise man *fidtor, f. *fid- 
know (see wit*). So historian xv. - (O)F. 
historic xvii; historical xvi. f. L. historicus - 
Gr. historikos. 

histrionic xvn - late L. histridnicus, f. L. 
histrio, on- actor in stage plays. See -ic. 

hit pt., pp. hit light upon xi; strike xm. Late OE. 
(ge)hittan - ON. hitta light upon, meet with, of 
unkn. orig. Hence sb. xvi. 

hitch A. move jerkily xv; B. catch with a hoop, 
loop, etc. xvn. of uncert. orig. Hence as sb. xvii. 

hither OE. hider, corr. to ON. hedra here, 
hither, Goth, hidre hither, f. demonstr. base *xi- 
(see he1, hence, here) + suffix appearing in L. 
citra on this side. 

hive OE. hyf, f. *xuf-, whence also ON hiifr 
ship’s hull; cf. L. cupa barrel, Gr. kupe, Skr. 
ktlpa- hole. 

ho excl. of surprise, triumph, to attract atten¬ 
tion, etc., and (repeated) of laughter, xm. 
Partly - ON. ho or OF. ho halt! 

hoar (arch.) grey-haired, greyish-white. OE. 
hdr = OS., OHG. her old, venerable (G hehr 
august, stately), ON. harr hoary, old Gmc 
*xairaz IE. *koira- (cf. OS1 serii grey). 
Survives in hoarfrost (xm) and hoarhound, 
horehound. Hence hoary xvi. 

hoard sb OE. hord = OS. hord, horth treasure, 
secret place, OHG. hort, ON. hodd. Goth, huzd 
Gmc *xuzdam (rel. to hide*). So vb. OE. 
hordian. 

hoarding temporary fence made of boards xix 
f. hoard, earlier ho(u)rd (xvm), which seems to 
be based ult. on AN. h(o)urdis, f. OF. hourd, hort 
(- Frankish *hurd = OHG hurd hurdle) + -is 
L. -itiu-s, see ing'. 

hoarhound see horehound. 

hoarse xiv. - ON. *hars(:~ *hairsaR), hdss, this 
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superseded ME. ho(o)s, OE. has = MLG. hes(ch) 
(Du. heesch), OHG. heis(i), (M)HG. heiserGmc 
*xais(r)az, *xairsaz, of unkn. orig. 

hoax deceive by a fiction; earlier, poke fun at. 
xvm. perh. contr. of hocus. Hence sb. xix. 

hob' rustic, clown xrv; sprite, elf xv. By-form of 
Rob, short for Robin, Robert Hence hobgoblin 

(cf. Robin Goodfellow) xvi. 
hob1 side of a grate, perh. orig back of a grate 
formed of a mass of clay xvi (hubbe)\ peg or pin 
as a target xvi. of unkn. orig.; cf. hub. Hence 
hobnail xvi. 

hobble1 tmove unsteadily up and down; walk 
with unsteady rising and falling gait. xrv. prob. 
of LG. orig. (cf. early Du. hobbelen toss, rock 
from side to side, halt, stammer, frequent, of 
hobben) 

hobble* fasten together the legs of a horse, etc. 
xix. var. of earlier hopple (xvi), prob. of LG. orig. 
(cf. early Flem. hoppelen), infl. by prec. 

hobbledehoy, hobbadehoy clumsy or awk¬ 
ward youth, xvi (hobledehoye, hobbard de hoy). 
of unkn. orig. 

hobby' (arch.) small horse xiv; (h.-horse) in the 
morris dance, etc., figure of a horse manipulated 
by a performer; stick with a horse’s head used as 
a toy xvi; favourite pastime xvii. Earliest forms 
hobyn, hoby, i.e. Hobin, Hobby by-forms of the 
name Robin. 

hobby1 small species of falcon, xv (hoby). - OF. 
hobe, hobet, dim. of hobe small bird of prey; of 
unkn. orig. 

hobgoblin see hob' hobnail see hob1. 

hob-nob drink together xvm; be on familiar 
terms xix. orig. hob or nob, hob-a-nob, hob and 
nob, f. phr. (drink) hob or nob, etc., drink to one 
another alternately; continuing earlier hab (or) 
nab (xvi) get or lose, hit or miss, repr. some 
part of have and its negative (OE. habban and 
nabban). 

hobo (U.S.) migrant labourer; tramp, xix. of 
unkn. orig. 

hock' joint of the hind leg xvi; knuckle end of 
a gammon xvm. Short for hockshin (hokschyne 
xrv), OE. hohsinu, see hough 

hock1 German white wine. xvii. Short for 
fhockamore - G. Hochheimer (wein) wine of 
Hochheim on the Main, Germany, 

hockey xvi (?). of unkn. orig. 
hocus pocus tconjurer, juggler; conjuring 
formula; jugglery, trickery, xvii (hocas pocas, 
hokos pokos). Based ult. on hax pax max Deus 
adimax (xvi), pseudo L. magical formula coined 
by vagrant students. Hence as vb. juggle, hoax, 
xvii. Also, by shortening, hocus fsb. juggler; 
jugglery, xvii; vb. play a trick upon xvii; drug 
xix. Cf. HOAX 

hod open receptacle for carrying bricks, etc xrv; 
receptacle for holding coal xix. synon. with, and 
perh. alt. of, hot (xm) - (O)F. hotte pannier, creel 
(prob. of Gmc. orig ). 

hodden (Sc.) coarse woollen cloth, xvm. of 
unkn. orig. 

Hodge typical name for an English yokel, xvi. 
pet-form of the Christian name Roger (ME. 
Hogge). 

hodge-podge see hotchpot. 

hodometer, odometer by a wheeled vehicle, 
xvm. - F. odometre, f. Gr. hodos way + metron 
measure. 

hoe sb. xrv. ME. howe - (O)F houe - Frankish 
*hauwa = OHG. houwa (G. haue), rel. to hou- 
wan hew Hence vb. xv. 

hog (esp. castrated) swine OE.; young sheep xrv; 
coarse or filthy person xv. Late OE. hogg, hocg, 
of unkn. orig. 

hogmanay (Sc. and north.) last day of the year. 
xvii. Corr. in meaning and use to OF. aguil- 
lanneuf last day of the year, new-year’s gift, of 
which the Norman form hoguinane may be the 
immed. source of the Eng. word, 

hogshead large cask for liquids xiv; 52j im¬ 
perial gallons xv. f. hog’s + head, but the reason 
for the name is unkn. 

hoist vb. xvi alt of hoise (xvi), earlier hys(s)e 
(xv), Sc. heis (xvi); prob. - Du. hijschen or LG. 
hissen, hiesen, but the Eng. forms are earlier 
than any cited from elsewhere. The word ap¬ 
pears early as an int. used in hauling: Eng 
hissa, heisau, etc. 

hoity-toity sb. riotous behaviour, romping; 
adj. frolicsome, flighty; int. expressing surprise 
at flighty conduct, xvii. Rhyming jingle f. \hoit 
indulge in riotous mirth, romp (xvi). 

hokey-pokey A. (dial.) hocus pocus; B. cheap 
sort of ice-cream, xix. In A alteration of hocus 

pocus; in B of unkn. orig. 
hold' pt., pp. held fguard; keep from getting 
away, falling, etc.; keep in a certain condition. 
OE. str. vb. h(e)aldan = OS. haldan (Du. 
houden), OHG. haltan (G. halten), ON. halda. 
Goth, haldan. Hence, and partly - ON. hald 
hold, fastening, support, custody, hold1 sb. xn. 

hold* cavity in a ship for the stowage of cargo, 
xvi. alt., by assim. to prec., of hole, holl (xv), 
prob. - (M)Du. hoi hole. 

hole OE. hoi etc. = ON. hoi, orig. n. sg. of hoi 
hollow = OS.. (M)Du„ OHG. hoi (G. hohl), ON. 
holrGmc. *xulaz, ult. f. var. of IE. *kel- cover, 
conceal. So hole vb. make a hole (in). OE. 
holian = OHG. holon, Goth, -hulon. 

holiday religious festival; day of cessation from 
work. OE. hdligddeg, late hdlideeig; also as two 
words inflected, holy day. 

holla int. xvi. - F. hold, i.e. ho (see ho), la there. 
Cf. hallo(a), hollo. 

holland linen fabric orig. named ho Hand cloth 
from Holland, a pro vince of the Netherlands, its 
place of manufacture, xv. 

hollands kind of gin. xvm Formerly Hollands 
genever and gin. - Du. hollandsch, hollandsche 
genever Dutch gin. 

hollo cry out loud. xvi. var. of holla; cf U.S. 
holler. 

hollow adj. xn. ME. hol3, holu, inflected 
hol(e)we, attrib. use of OE. holh hole, cave, 
obscurely rel. to hoi hole. Hence vb. xv, sb. 

holly xn. Reduced form of OE. hole(g)n, ME. 
holin, later hollen, rel. to OS., OHG. hulis (MHG. 
huls, G hulst). 

hollyhock fmarsh mallow xiii; Althaea rosea 
xvi. f. holy + hock, OE. hoc mallow, with ref. to 

some sacred assoc. 

holm(e) islet, esp. in a river xi; low-lying land 
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by a river xm. - ON. holmr islet, meadow on the 
shore, corr. to OE. (poet.) holm billow, wave, 
sea, OS. holm hill. 

holm-oak evergreen oak, Quercus ilex, xvi f. 
holm holly (xrv), holm-oak (xvi), alt. of tholin 
HOLLY + OAK. 

holo-, before a vowel hoi-, comb, form of Gr 
holos whole, entire. 

holocaust whole burnt offering xm; complete 
sacrifice xv; complete destruction xvn. - (O)F. 
hclocauste - late L. holocaustum - Gr. 
holokauston, f. holos whole +- kaustos, var. of 
kaulos burnt, f. kaiein burn. 

holograph (letter, etc.) written wholly by the 
person in whose name it appears, xvii. - F. 
holographe or late L. holographies - Gr. hold- 
graphos, see holo-, -graph. 

holster xvu. corr. to and contemp. with Du. hoi 
ster, but the earlier history of neither word is 
apparent. 

holt (dial.) wood, copse. OE. holt = OS., ON. 
holt, (M)Du. hout, (O)HG. holz Gmc. **u/- 
tam IE. *k\do-\ cf. Gr. klddos twig, OIr. caill, 
(mod.) coill, Gael. coill(e), W. celli. 

holus-bolus all in a lump, all at once. xix. Pre¬ 
sumably burlesque latinization of whole bolus 
or repr. assumed Gr. * holos bdlos ‘whole lump’ 
(see bolus). 

holy OE. halig = OS. helag, OHG. heilag (Du., 
G. heilig), ON. heilagr, Goth, hailag Gmc. 
“xai/ajaz, f. *xai/az whole; the primary meaning 
may have been either ‘of good augury’ or ‘in¬ 
violate’. Hence holy day OE. halig dxg\ revived 
in xix; Holy Ghost OE. se halga gdst ‘the holy 
spirit’, halig gdst, haligast (often as one word 
in ME.), tr. ecclL. sanctus spiritus (Holy Spirit 
xm); holystone piece of sandstone for scouring 
decks xix; said to be so named because the work 
is done kneeling. 

homage xm. ME. (h)omage - OF. (h)omage 
(mod. hommage) medL. homindticum, f. 
homo, homin- man; see -age. 

home house, abode OE.; native place xrv; one’s 
own place or country xvi. OE. ham n. collection 
of dwellings, village, estate, house, corr. to OS. 
hem (Du. heem), (O)HG. heim n., ON. heimr m., 
Goth, haims fern, village; ult. relations disputed 
Hence vb. go home xvm; whence (of birds) 
homer, homing xix. homely fdomestic, fam¬ 
iliar; plain, simple xrv; uncomely xvi. 

homicide1 killer of another human being, 
xrv. - (O)F. - L. homicida, f. shortened stem of 
homo, homin- man + -cida -cide'. So homicide2 
killing of another human being, xrv. - (O)F. - L. 
homicidium. Hence homicidal xvm. 

homily xrv. ME. omelie - OF. omelie (mod. ho- 
melie) - ecclL. homilia - Gr. homilid intercourse, 
discourse, (eccl.) sermon, f. homilos crowd, f. 
homoii together + ile crowd, troop; see -y*. 
Finally assim. to the L. form in xvi. So homi¬ 
letic xvii. - late L. - Gr. homiletikos, f. homiletos, 
vbl. adj. of homilein consort or hold converse 
with. 

hominy maize boiled with water or milk, xvn 
of N. Amer. Indian orig. 

homo-, before a vowel hom-, comb, form of 
Gr. homos same, homogeneous xvii. f. scholL. 

homogene us, f. Gr. homogenis, -gene-, f. genos, 
gene- kin. So homogeneity xvii, homologous 
xvii. homonym xvii. - L homonymum - Gr. 
homdnumon, n. of homdnumos (see name). 

homophone xvii (only in dictionaries before 
xix). - Gr. homophdnos {phdni sound). 

homoeopathy system of medical practice in 
which ‘likes are cured by likes’, xix. - modL. 
homaeopathia, G. homoopathie, f. Gr. homoios 
like + pdtheia pathy So homoeopath, 
homoeopathic xix. 

hom(o)ousian (theol.) consubstantial. xvi. - 
late L. homousianus, f. homousius - Gr. hom(o)- 
ousios, f. homos same-*-oust'd essence; see -ian. 

homoiousian of like substance, xvm. - late L., 
f. Gr. homoiousios, f. homoios like. 

homunculus xvn. - L., dim. of homo man; see 
-cle. 

hone whetstone, xrv. spec, use of OE. hdn stone 
(often one serving as a landmark) = ON. hein 
Gmc. *xaino. Hence vb. xix. 

honest marked by uprightness or probity; 

fcomely, decent xm; thonourable, respectable; 

fchaste xrv. ME. onest(e) - OF. (h)oneste (mod. 

honnete) - L. honesties, f. honos, hones- honour. 

So honesty xrv. - OF. (h)oneste - L. honestds, 
for * honest itds (-ty). 

honey sweet fluid collected from flowers by 
bees OE.; sweetheart xrv; sweetness xvi. OE. 
hunig = OS. honeg, -ig, OHG hona(n)g (Du , 
G. honig), ON. hunang Gmc. *xuna(rj)gam 
Hence honeycomb OE. hunigcamb. honey¬ 
moon xvi; expl. by early writers with ref. to 
affection of married people changing with the 
moon, honeysuckle clover xm; woodbine, 
Lonicera xvi. ME. hunisuccle, -soukel, extension 
of hunisuce, -souke, OE. hunigsuce, -suge (f. 
sucan, sugan suck), honeyed, honied sweet¬ 
ened as with honey, xiv. 

honk cry of the wild goose xix; noise made by a 
motor-horn xx. imit. 

honorarium xvii. - L., gift made on being ad¬ 
mitted to a post of honour, sb. use of n. of hono- 
rarius, whence honorary xvn. So honorific 
conferring honour, xvii. 

honour, U S. honor renown, reputation xn; 
high rank or dignity xm; high respect or es 
teem; chastity xiv; upright character xvi. ME. 
(h)on(o)ur, an(o)ur - AN. an(o)ur, OF. (h)onor, 
(h)onur (mod. honneur) L. honor (earlier 
honos), honor-. So honour vb. xm. - OF. onorer, 
onurer (F. honorer)L. hondrare. honourable 
xv. - (O)F. - L. 

hooch (U.S) (esp. poor or illicit) liquor, xx. 
abbrev. of Hoochinoo, name of an Indian tribe 
of Alaska that made such liquor. 

hood OE. hod = MDu. hoet (Du. hoed), OHG. 
huot (G. hut hat) WGmc. *xoda, rel. to hat. 

Hence hoodwink cover the eyes to prevent 
vision xvi; fig. xvn. 

-hood OE. -had = OS. -hed, (O)HG. -heit, orig. a 
Gmc. independent sb. meaning ‘person’, ‘sex’, 
‘condition, rank’, ‘quality’, OE. had, OS. hed, 
OHG. heit, ON. heidr (honour, worth), Goth, hai- 
dus (kind, manner), rel. to ON. heid bright sky, 
Skr. ketii- brightness, keta- form, shape, sign. 
This suffix may be added freely to most sbs. de- 
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noting a person or a concrete thing to express 
its condition or state, as OE. cildhdd childhood, 
preosthad priesthood; it lends itself readily to 
nonce-formations, e.g. dog hood, soulhood. It has 
been added to a few adjs., e g. falsehood, hardi¬ 
hood, likelihood, which superseded formations 
with the parallel -head. Where comps, in -head 
and -hood survive side by side, as in godhead 
and -hood, maidenhead and -hood, there is 
differentiation of meaning. A few comps, have 
developed particularized or semi-concrete 
meanings, as brotherhood, knighthood, neigh¬ 
bourhood. 

hoodlum (U.S. si.) xix. of unkn. orig. 
hoodoo (U.S.) xix. unexpl. alt. of voodoo. 

hoof OE. hbf = OS. hof (Du. hoef), OHG. huof (G. 
hid), ON. hofrGmc. *xofaz, rel. to synon. Skr. 
sap ha-, Av. safa-. 

hook sb. OE. hdc = MLG., MDu. hok (Du. hoek) 
comer, angle, point of land, rel. to OE. haca bolt, 
OS. haco (MDu. hake, Du. haak), OHG. hdko (G. 
haken) hook, ON. haki, and Russ, kogot claw, 
iron hook. Hence hook vb. tbend, curve xm; 
attach (as) with a hook xvi. 

hookah Eastern tobacco-pipe. xvm. - Urdu 
hukka - Arab, hukka casket, 

hooligan xix. of unkn. orig. 
hoop1 circle of metal, etc. xii. Late OE. hop = 
MDu. hoop (Du. hoep) WGmc. *xopa, rel. to 
ON. hop small land locked bay. 

hoop® utter a cry of ‘hoop', xiv. ME. houpe, 
howpe - (O)F. houper, f. houp (imit ). Hence 
hooping (later whooping)-cough xvm. Cf. 
WHOOP. 

hooray var. of hurrah, xix. 

hop1 spring on one foot. OE. hoppian, corr. to 
(M)HG. hopfen, ON. hoppa, f. a base repr. also 
in OE. hoppetan, G. hop sen. Hence hopper 
creature that hops xm; part of a grinding-mill 
having orig. a hopping movement xiv. 

hop1 (pi. ripened cones of the female) hop-plant, 
Humulus lupulus. xv (hoppe). - MLG., MDu. 
hoppe (Du. hop), in OS. feldhoppo = late OHG. 
hopfo (G. hopfen). 

hope sb. Late OE. (to)hopa, corr. to OLF. to ho pa, 
MLG., MDu. hope (Du. hoop). Also hope vb. 
Late OE. hopian - (M)Du. hopen. of unkn. 
orig. 

hoplite xvm. - F. - Gr. hoplttes, f. hoplon 
weapon; see -ite. 

hopscotch xix. f. hop’ + scotch1 scored line or 

mark; earlier tscotch-hoppers (xvii), thop-scot 
(XVIII). 

horary relating to the hours, xvii. - medL. 
horarius, f. hdra hour; see -ary. 

horde band of Mongol nomads xvi (hord(a)); 
great troop xvn. Directly or indirectly - Pol. 
horda - Mongol ordo - OTurk. ordo royal 
encampment. 

horehound, hoarhound the plant Mar 
rubium vulgare, characterized by a white 
downy pubescence. OE. hare hune, f. hdr hoar 

+ hune ‘marrubium’, of unkn. orig. 
horizon xiv. Late ME. orizonite), - OF. 
orizon(te) (mod. horizon) - late L. horizon, -ont- 
- Gr. horizon, sb. use of prp. of hortzein bound, 
limit, f. horos boundary, limit. In later OF. and 

Eng. conformed to the L. nom. So horizontal 
pert, to the horizon xvi; parallel to the plane of 
the horizon xvn. - F. or modL. 

horn bony excrescence (often curved and 
pointed) on the head of cattle, etc.; instrument 
made from or in imitation of this OE.; pointed 
projection xm; substance of it xv. OE. horn m., 
corr. to OS. horn m., OHG., ON. horn n. (Du. 
hoorn, G. horn), Goth, haurn n.Gmc. *xurnaz, 
-am, rel. to L. cornu, Skr. trhga-, and further to 
Gr. keras\ cf. hart. Hence hornblende xvm. - 
G. hornbook ABC tablet covered with horn, 
xvi. 

hornet The present form appears xv, suc¬ 
ceeding to earlier her net, hornet, prob. all - 
MLG. hornte, MDu. horn(e)te, corr. to OE. hyr- 
net(u), earlier hurnitu, hirnitu, OS. hornut, 
OHG. hornuz (G. hornisse), which have the 
appearance of derivs. of horn; see -et. 

horologe timepiece, clock, xiv. - OF. or{i)loge 
(mod. horloge)L. horologium - Gr. hdrologion, 
f. horologes, f. hdra time, hour + -logos telling 
(see -LOGUE). 

horoscope plan showing the disposition of the 
heavens at a particular moment, xvi (earlier in 
L. form). - (O)F. - L. horoscopus - Gr. horoskopos 
sign in the ascendant at a birth, horoscope, f. 
hdra time, hour+skopos observer (cf. scope). 

horrible exciting horror, xiv. - OF. (h)orrible - 

L. horribilis, f. horrere (of hair) stand on end, 
tremble, shudder; see -ible. So horrid bristling, 
shaggy, rough xvi; horrible xvn. horrific xvii. - 
F. or L. horrify xvm. - L. horrificare. horror 
xiv. - OF. (h)orrour (mod. -eur) - L. horror, -dr-; 
see -or1. 

horripilation ‘goose-flesh’, xvn. - late L. hor 
ripilatid, -dn-, f. horripiiare, f. horrere (see prec.) 
+pilus hair; see -ation. 

hors d’ceuvre dish served as a relish at a meal, 
xvm. - F., something out of the ordinary course, 
prop, ‘outside of (the) work’, 

horse the quadruped Equus caballus OE.; con¬ 
trivance whose use suggests the service of a 
horse xrv. OE. hors n. = OS. hros, hers (MLG. 
ros, ors, MDu. ors, Du. ros), OHG. (h)ros (MHG. 
ros, ors, G. ross) n., ON. hross m. Gmc. 
*xursam, -az, of unkn. orig. In attrib. use often 
denoting coarseness, roughness, or large size, 
as horse chestnut (xvi), laugh (xvm), leech (xv), 
mackerel (xvn), play (xvi), radish (xvn). Hence 
horse vb. OE. horsian. 

hortatory - late L. hortdtonus, f. hortat-, pp. 
stem of hortdri exhort; see -ory. 

horticulture xvn. f. L. hortus garden, 
hosanna Jewish liturgical formula, adopted in 
Christian worship. In OE. and ME. osanna, later 
hosanna - late L. (h)osanna - Gr. (h)osannd - 
Heb. hdSa'-na, abbrev. of hdSi'ah-nna save, pray! 

hose A. article of clothing for the leg OE.; B 
flexible pipe for conveying liquid xv. Late OE. 
hosa, -e = OS., OHG., ON. hosa (Du. hoos stock¬ 
ing, water-hose, G. hose) Gmc. *xusan-, -on. 
Sense B is prob. from Du. Hence hosier xv. 

hospice xix. - (O)F. - L. hospitium hospitality, 
lodging, f. hospes, hospit- host1. 

hospital (hist.) hostei, hospice xm; asylum 
for the destitute or infirm xv; institution for 
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the care of the sick xvi. - OF. hospital (mod- 
..hopitat) - mecLL. hospitdle, sb. use of n. of hos- 
pitalis, f. hospit-; see prec. and -al'. So 
hospitality xrv. hospitable xvi. f. medL. hos 
pitdre receive as a guest, hospitaller member 
of certain charitable religious orders xrv; spiri¬ 
tual officer of a hospital xvi. - OF. hospitalier - 
medL. hospitalarius. 

host1 (arch.) army xvm; great company, large 
number xvii. - OF. (h)o(o)stL. hostis stranger, 
enemy, (in medL.) army; see guest. 

host1 man who lodges and entertains xm. - 
(O)F. (h)oste (mod. hote)L. hospes, hospit-, of 
unkn. orig. So hostess xm. - OF ostesse (mod 
hotesse). 

host* fvictim, sacrifice; Eucharistic wafer, xiv. - 
OF. (h)oiste L. hostia victim, sacrifice, 

hostage thanding over of a person as a pledge; 
person thus held in pledge, xm. - (O)F. (h)ostage 
(mod. otage)Rom. *obsiddticum, f. late L. ob- 
sidatus hostageship, f. obses, obsid hostage, f. 
ob + *sed- sit; see -age. The initial h is by assim. 
to HOST3. 

hostel tplace of sojourn, lodging xiii; public 
place of lodging xrv; students’ house of resi 
dence xvi. - OF. (h)ostel (mod. hotel hotel) 

medL. hospitdle hospital. So hostelry xrv. - 

(O)F. (h)ostelerie (mod. hotellerie), f. (h)ostelier; 
see ostler. 

hostile pert, to an enemy, engaged in warfare 
xvi; unfriendly, inimical xvm. - F. hostile or 
L. hostilis, f. hostis enemy; see host', -ile. So 
hostility xvi. 

hostler see ostler. 

hot OE. hat = OS. het (Du. heet), OHG. heiz (G. 
heiss), ON. heitr Gmc. *xnitaz. 

hotch-pot mixture, medley xrv (spec, in cook¬ 
ery xv); (leg.) collation of properties to secure 
equality of division xvi. - AN., (O)F. hochepot, 
f. hocher shaken pot pot. Altered by rhyming 
assim. to hotchpotch xv, hodge-podge xvn. 

hotel large fprivate or public residence xvii; 

house for entertainment of strangers and 
travellers xvm. - F. hotel, later form of hostel 
HOSTEL. 

hough quadruped’s hock xiv; leg of beef, etc. 
xv. ME. ho(u)3, prob. f. first el. of OE. hohsinu 
hamstring, f. hoh heel + sinu sinew. Cf. hock1. 

hound dog (also fig.) OE.; dog kept for the chase 
xm. OE. hund = OS. hund (Du. hond), OHG 
hunt (G. hund), ON. hundr, Goth, hunds Gmc. 
*xundaz, f. IE. kun-, repr. by (O)Ir. cu, Gr. kuon, 
Lith. suo, Skr. svd, and (obscurely) rel. to L. 
canis. 

hour xm. ME. ure, our(e), later hour(e) - AN. 
ure, OF. ore, eure (mod. heure) L. hora - Gr. 
h6ra season, time of day, hour (cf. year). 

houri nymph of the Muslim paradise, xvm. - 
F. - Pers. huri, f. Arab, hur, pi. of haura’ 
black-eyed. 

house OE. hits = OS., OHG. hus (Du. huis, G. 
haus), ON. hus, Goth, hus (only in gudhus 
temple) Gmc. *xusam, of unkn. orig. Hence 
house vb. OE. husian = MLG., MDu. husen, 
OHG. huson (Du. huizen, G. hausen), ON. 
hitsa. household fcontents, etc., of a house 
xiv; inmates of a house coll, xrv; fhouse- 

keeping xv. cf. MDu. huushoud. housewife xm. 
housings cloth covering, esp. for a horse 
xrv. f. synon. ME. house xiv - OF. houce (mod. 
housse) - medL. hultia for *hulftia - Frankish 
*xulfti (MDu. hulfte pocket for bow and arrow, 
MHG. hulft covering); see -ing1. 

hovel shed xv; rude dwelling-place xvn. perh. 
of LG. orig., but no corr. form is known, 

hover xrv frequent, f. synon. ME. hove hover, 
tarry, linger (from xm), of unkn. orig ; see er' 

how OE. hu = OS. (h)wo, hwuo (MLG. woe. Du. 
hoe), OHG. wuo WGmc. *xivo, adv. formation 
on *xwa- who, what. Hence howbeit (arch.) 
however it may be. tconj. although, xrv; cf. al¬ 

beit. however xiv, howsoever xv. 
howdah seat erected on an elephant’s back, 
xvm. - Urdu, Pers. haudah - Arab, haudaj litter 
carried by a camel or elephant, 

howitzer xvi. - Du. houwitser - G. haubitze, 
ihau{f)enitz - Czech houfnice stone-sling, 
catapult. 

howl vb xrv. corr. to MLG., MDu. hulen (Du 
huilen), MHG. hiulen, hiuweln, rel. to OHG. 
huwila (MHG. hiuwel) owl; perh. immed. f. ME. 
hule owl. Hence howl sb. xvi. 

hoy1 cry to excite attention (naut. in hailing or 
calling aloft), xrv. Cf. ahoy. 

hoy3 small sailing-vessel, xv. - MDu. hoei, var. 
of hoede, heude (mod. heu), of unkn. orig. 

hoya genus of climbing plants, xix. modL., f. 
name of Thomas Hoy, Eng. gardener (d. 1821). 

hoyden frude fellow, boor xvi; boisterous girl 
xvii. of uncert. orig. 

hub nave of a wheel, xvn. of unkn orig. Cf. 
HOB3. 

hubble-bubble kind of hookah xvii; bubbling 
sound xvm. Rhyming jingle on bubble. 

hubbub confused noise xvi; noisy disturbance 
xvii. perh. of Ir. orig.; cf. Ir. abu used in battle 
cries, and Gael, ub! ubub! int. of aversion or 
contempt. 

hubby colloq. abbr. of husband, xvii. See -y®. 
hubris wanton insolence, xix. - Gr. So hu- 
bristic xix. 

huckaback stout linen fabric with a rough 
surface, xvii. of unkn. orig. 

huckleberry xvii. prob. alt. of hurtleberry, 
whortleberry. 

hucklebone hip-bone, haunch-bone. xvi. f. 
huckle (xvi), dim. (see -le1) of buck hip, haunch; 
perh. to be referred ult. to *hdk-, as repr. in 
MLG., MDu. huken, hukken sit bent, crouch, 

huckster petty tradesman, xu. The earliest 
representative of a group based on *huk-, prob. 
of LG. orig. (cf. MDu. hoek(st)er), other members 
being huckstery (xiv), huck vb. (xv), fhukker sb. 
(xm), hucker vb. (xvi); see -ster. 

huddle fconceal; pile or push together in dis 
orderly fashion; crowd together confusedly, xvi 
(contemp. with fhuddle adv. confusedly and 
huddling prp.). perh. of LG. orig. and ult. f. *hud- 
hide*; see le*. 

hue fform, aspect; colour. OE. he(o)w form, ap¬ 
pearance, colour, beauty = ON. hy down on 
plants, Goth, hiwi form, appearance Gmc. 
*xiujam, of unkn. orig. 

hue and cry outcry calling for the pursuit of a 
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felon, xvi. - legal AN. hu e cri, i.e. hu outcry (f. 
huer shout, of imit. orig.), e and, cri cry. 

huff blow, puff xvi; fbully; (at draughts) remove 
(an opponent’s man) as a penalty (the removal 
being marked by blowing on the piece) xvii 

imit. Hence huff sb. +Piiff of wind; tgust of 
anger; fit of petulance, xvm. 

hug vb. xvi. of unkn. orig. Hence as sb. xvii. 

huge xin. ME. huge, ho(w)ge, aphetic - OF. 
ahuge, aho{e)ge, of unkn. orig. 

hugger-mugger secrecy xvi; disorder, con¬ 
fusion xvii. Preceded by similar rhyming 
jingles, hacker mucker or moker (xvi), and hoder 
moder (xv); perh. based on ME. mokere hoard, 
and ME. hoder huddle, wrap up; ult. orig. unkn. 

Huguenot French Protestant, xvi. - F., alt., by 
assim. to the name of a Geneva burgomaster, 
Besan?on Hagues, of feiguinot - Du. eedgenoot 
- Swiss G. eidgenoss confederate, f. eid 
oath + genoss associate. 

hulk A. ship, esp. large ship of burden QE.; body 
of a dismantled ship xvn; B. big unwieldy per¬ 
son xvi. Late OE. hulc, prob. reinforced in ME. 
from MLG. hulk, holk{e), MDu. hulc, -he (Du. 
hulk). 

hull' (dial.) shell of peas and beans. Late OE. 
hulu, f. base of helan cover. Hence vb. xiv. 

hull* body or frame of a ship, xv (ho{o)le, holle). 
perh. sb. use of hoi hollow. 

hullaballoo xvm {hollo-ballo). jingle with 
various forms of the first el., viz. hollo-, 
halloio)-, holli-, hulla-, corr. to hallo(a), etc. 

hullo(a) var. of hallo(a). xix. 

hum vb. xrv. imit. Also sb. xv, int. xvi. 
human pert, to man. xiv. In earliest use 
humainie) - (O)F. humain, fern, -aine - L. 
humdnus, rel. to homo man; see -an. The 
sp. humane persisted in gen. use till early xvm, 
but the form human (based directly on L.) occurs 
in late xvn. The variant humane became 
restricted during xvm for the senses (i) 
characterized by disposition or behaviour befit¬ 
ting a man (formerly spec, i gen tie, courteous 
xv-xvi), and (ii) pert, to studies that tend to hu¬ 
manize or refine (xvii). So humanism tbelief 
in the mere human nature of Christ; devotion 
to human interests or the humanities xix; after 
humanist one devoted to the humanities, xvi. 
- F. humaniste - It. umanista. humanity hu¬ 
mane disposition or conduct xiv; human quality 
or attributes xv; polite learning, spec, (and from 
xvm pi.) the ancient Greek and Latin classics; 
mankind xvi. - (O)F. - L. Hence humanitarian 
one who affirms the humanity of Christ; one 
devoted to humane action, xix. humanize 
xvn. - F. 

humble having a low estimate of oneself xm; of 
lowly condition xiv. ME. {h)umble - OF. umble, 
(also mod.) humble - L. humilis low, lowly, 
mean, f. humus ground, earth, rel. to homo man. 
Hence vb. xiv. 

humble-bee large wild bee, bumble-bee. xv. cf. 
MLG. hummelbe, homelbe, and bumble-bee. 

humble-pie tpie made of the umbles of an ani¬ 
mal xvii (rare); phr. to eat humble-pie (by assoc, 
with humble) to submit to humiliation xix. f 
unexpl. var. of umbles + pie*. 

humbug thoax, imposture, fraud xvm; pre¬ 
tence, sham; impostor xix. of unkn. orig. 

humdrum xvi (not common before xvm). of 
unkn. orig. 

humeral pert, to the humerus or the shoul¬ 

ders). xvii. f. L. humerus shoulder (used in anat. 

for ‘upper arm’); sec -al1. 

humid xvi. - F. humide or L. humidus, var. of 
iimidus, f. umere be moist; see humour, -id1. So 
humidity xrv. 

humiliate fhumble xvi; reduce the dignity of 
xvm. f. pp. stem of late L. humilidre, f. humilis 
humble; see -ate*. So humiliation, humility 
xiv. - (O)F. - late L. 

hummock protuberance of earth, etc. xvi 
{ham-, horn ), of unkn. orig. 

humour, U S. humor fluid, spec, any of the 
four chief fluids of the body (blood, phlegm, 
choler, melancholy) xrv; mental disposition, 
orig. as determined by the proportion of these 
xv; mood, temper, inclination xvi; quality of 
action or speech which excites amusement; 
faculty of perceiving this xvn. - AN. {h)umour, 
OF. {h)umor, -ur (mod. humeur) - L. {h)umor, 
-or-, f. {h)um-, as in humid. Hence humour com¬ 
ply with the humour of. xvi. So humo<u)rist 
tperson subject to ‘humours’; humorous or 
facetious person, xvi. - F. humorous fmoist, 
humid; pert, or subject to ‘humours’ xvi; show¬ 
ing humour xvm. 

hump protuberance on the back, etc. xvm; (si.) 
fit of ill humour xix (perh. from ‘humping the 
back’ in sulkiness). Earlier in humpback{ed) 
(xvii), repl. earlier synon. crump-backed, and 
perh. a blending of this with synon. hunch¬ 
backed; cf. LG. humpe, Du. homp lump, hunk. 
Hence vb. xix. 

humph fexcl. used as a signal xvn; excl. of 
doubt or dissatisfaction xix. 

humus xvm. - L., ‘mould, ground, soil’. 
Hun OE. (pi.) Hune, Hunas, corr. to MHG. 
HUnen, Hiunen (G. Hunnen), ON. Hunar, also 
Hynar - late L. Hunnl, Hunt, Gr. Hounnoi - Sog- 
dian xwn. Hence Hunnish xix. 

hunch (dial.) thrust, shove xvi; compress into 
a hump xvn. So hunch sb. tpush, thrust xvn; 
(dial.) lump, hunk xvm. To be grouped with 
hunchbacked humpbacked xvi (whence 
hunchback xvm), which are synon. with 
tbunch-backed, fhulch-backed (xvi); of unkn. 
orig. 

hundred A. ten times ten. B. division of a shire, 
reckoned as 100 hides of land. OE hundred = 
OS. hunderod (Du. honderd), (M)HG. hundert, 
ON. hundrad; Gmc., f. *xundam hundred, 
whence OE., OS. hund, OHG. hunt, Goth. (pi. 
only) hunda - L. centum, Gr. hekaton, Lith. 
simtas, OIr. cet, Skr. satd- Av. sat am IE. 
kmtom; the ending is Gmc. *rab- number (rel. 
RATIO). 

Hungarian xvi. f. Hungary, medL. Hungaria, 
f. {H)ungari, U{n)gri, medGr. Ouggroi, foreign 
name of the people called by themselves 
Magyar. 

hunger OE. hungor, -ur = OS., OHG. hungar 
(Du. honger, G. hunger), ON. hungr Gmc. 
*Xup3ruz (Goth, huhrus *xurjxruz); further 
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relations are doubtful. So hunger vb. OE. hyn- 
grii)an (- OS. gihungrian, Goth, huggrjan) was 
superseded in ME. by hungeren, through 
assim. to the sb. hungry OE. hungrig = OHG. 
hung(a)rag (G. hungrig). 

hunk large piece cut off. xix. cf. WFlem. hunke 
chunk of bread or meat, of which there are no 
obvious cogns. 

hunks (arch., dial.) surly old person, miser, 
xvn. of unkn. orig 

hunt go in pursuit of (wild animals). OE. 
huntian, f. wk. grade of base of hentan seize, rel. 
hud booty, OHG. herihundu spoils of war, Goth. 
frahintxin take prisoner, hunps booty. Hence 
hunter xn, huntress xrv, huntsman xvi. 

hurdle rectangular wattled framework. OE. 
hyrdel, f. Gmc. *xurdiz, repr. by OS. hurth, MLG. 
hurt, hort, (M)Du. horde, OHG. hurt (G. hiirde) 
hurdle, ON. hurd, Goth, haurds door; see -le\ 

hurdy-gurdy (orig.) rustic instrument having 
strings producing a drone, with keys to produce 
the notes of the melody, (later) barrel-organ. 
xvm. of imit. orig. 

hurl fbe carried along with violence xm; impel 
or throw with violence xrv. prob. imit.; cf. LG. 
hurreln toss, throw, push, dash, 

hurly-burly xvi. Preceded by thurling and 
burling, a jingling collocation based on thurling 
(xrv), thurl (xv) strife, commotion (f. prec ). 

hurrah, hurray, hooray excl. of exultation. 
xvn. modification of huzza. 

hurricane xvi. Earliest forms furacan(e), -ana, 
-ano, haurachana, hurricano, uracan - Sp. 
huracan and Pg.furacdo, of Carib orig 

hurry (tr. and intr.) xvi. of uncert. orig. Hence 
sb. fcommotion, agitation xvi; excessive haste 
xvn. In its earliest use synon. with hurly (xvi). 
hurry-scurry adv., adj., sb., vb. xvm. Jingling 
extension. 

hurst (sandy) eminence; grove, copse. OE. 
hyrst, f. base repr. by OS., OHG. hurst, (also 
mod.) horst. 

hurt pt., pp. hurt tknock, strike; do harm to. xii 

(hirrtenn). - OF. hurter (mod. heurter)Gallo- 
Rom. *hurtare, perh. of Gmc. orig. So sb. 
tknock, blow; (bodily or material) injury, 
damage, xiii. 

hurtle (lit. or arch.) dash or knock (one thing 
against another) xm; come into collision xiv; 
dash, rush xvi. f. hurt + -le*. 

hurtleberry xv. Earlier than synon. hurt (xvi) 
and whort, whortleberry, of unkn. orig. 

husband fmaster of a household OE.; man 
joined to a woman in marriage; ftiller of the 
soil, husbandman xiii; housekeeper, steward xv 
(ship’s husband xvm); tone who manages 
affairs xvi. Late OE. husbonda - ON. husbondi 
master of a house, husband, f. hus house + 

bondi, contr. of *boandi, *buandi, sb. use of prp. 
of boa, bua dwell, have a household = OE., OS., 
OHG. buan, Goth, bauan (cf. bower'). Hence vb. 
xv, husbandman xiv, husbandry xm. 

hush repr. an excl. enjoining silence. First re¬ 
corded as vb. ‘make or become silent’ (xvi), 
which is followed by adj., int., and sb. in xvii; 

preceded by tbust, int. and adj. xiv. Hence 
hushaby word used in lulling a child, xvm. 

hydrangea 

hush-money money paid for hushing some¬ 
thing up. xvm. 

husk xrv. of uncert. orig.; cf. LG. huske little 
house, core of fruit, sheath = MDu.huskijn(Du. 
huisken), dim. of hus house. Hence husky full 
of husks, dry as a husk xvi; dry in the throat 
xvm; (N. Amer.) tough, hefty xix. 

Husky Eskimo; (/»-) Eskimo dog. xix. abbr. of a 
form of Eskimo. 

hussar one of a body of light horsemen raised 
in Hungary in xv; hence applied to other light 
cavalry regiments, xvi. - Hung, huszar ffree- 
booter, (later) light horseman - OSerb. hu{r)sar, 
gusar - It. corsaro corsair. 

hussy, huzzy thousewife xvi; bold, shameless, 
or flight woman or girl xvn. Reduction of 
hdswif, HOUSEWIFE. 

husting(s) sg. (hist.) deliberative assembly xi; 
court held in Guildhall, London xn (sg.; from xv 
pi.); tplatform in Guildhall on which the mem 
bers sat xvii; platform from which nomination 
of candidates for election to parliament was 
made, (hence) the election itself xvm. Late 
OE. hUsting - ON. husping ‘house assembly’, 
one held by a king, etc., with his immediate 
followers, opp. to the ordinary ping (see thing) 

or general assembly. 
hustle tshake to and fro xvn; push about 
roughly xvm. - (M)Du. husselen, hutselen shake, 
frequent, of hutsen = MHG. hutzen (cf. hussen 
run, hutschen push). Hence sb. xvm. 

hut wooden structure for housing troops xvii; 
mean dwelling of rude construction xvii. - F. 
hutte (MH)G. hutte, OHG. hutt(e)a, perh. f. base 
of HIDE*. 

hutch tchest, coffer xiv; box-like pen xvn. - 
(O)F. huchemedL. hutica, of unkn. orig. 

huzza hurrah xvi. Said by writers of xvii-xvm 
to have been orig. a sailor’s cheer or salute. Cf. 
hurrah. 

hyacinth precious stone (cf. jacinth); plant- 
name. xvi. - F. hyacinthe - L. hyacinthus - Gr. 
huakinthos purple or dark-red flower, precious 
stone. So hyacinthine xvn. - L. - Gr. 

Hyades group of stars near the Pleiades, xvi. - 
Gr. huades fern, pi., prob. f. hus sow’. 

hyaline glass-like, vitreous, xvn. - late L. 
hyalinus - Gr. hualinos, f. hualos transparent 
stone, amber, etc., glass; see -ine3. So hyaloid 

xix; - F. 
hybrid sb. and ad) half-breed, mongrel; also 
fig. xvn (rare before xix). - L. hybrida, (h)ibrida 
offspring of a tame sow and a wild boar, one 
bom of a Roman father and a foreign mother or 
of a freeman and a slave. 

hydatid (path.) watery cyst, xvn (in L. pi. form 
hydatides). - modL hydatis, -id- - Gr. hudatis, 
-id-, f. hudor, hudat- water; see -id3. 

hydra fabulous many-headed snake whose 
heads grew again as fast as they were cut off 
xvi (earlier (h)ydre, idre); genus of freshwater 
polyps, so named from the fact that cutting it 
into pieces multiplies its numbers xvm. - L. 
- Gr. hiidra water-serpent (cf. otter). 

hydrangea xvm. - modL. hydrangea, f. Gr. 
hudor, hudr- water + aggos vessel; so called 
with ref. to the cup-like form of the seed-capsule. 
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hydrant xix (orig. U.S.). irreg. f. Gr. hudor, 
hudr WATER + ANT. 

hy drate (chem.) compound of water with an¬ 
other compound or an element, xix. - F., f. Gr. 
hudor, hudr- water; see -ate*. So hydride thy- 
drate; compound of hydrogen with an element 
or radical, xix. 

hydraulic xvn. - L. hydraulicus - Gr. hu- 
draulikos, f. hudor, hudr- water + aulos pipe; 
see -ic. 

hydro-, before a vowel hydr- comb, form of 
Gr hudor water in many terms, of which some 
came from L. adoptions of Gr. words either 
direct or through F. but many are of mod. orig.; 
(in gen. terms) hydrographer, -graphy, 
hydrophobia xvi, hydroponics (Gr. ponos 
labour) xx; (path.) denoting accumulation of 
fluid, as hydrocele xvi, hydrocephalus (Gr. 
hudrokephalon, kephali head) xvn; (chem.) 
denoting combination with water, and (hence) 
with hydrogen (of which it functions as comb, 
form), as hydrobromic, -carbon, -chloric, 
hydroxide xix; (physics) concerned with 
liquids, as hydrodynamics xviii, -mechanics 
xix, -statics xvii. 

hydrogen xviii. - F. hydrogene, f. Gr. hudor, 
hudr- water; see -gen. 

hy(a)ena xvi (earlier hyene xiv). - L. hyaena - 
Gr. huaina, f. hits swine, sow', 

hygiene xix. - F. hygiene - modL. hygieina - Gr. 
hugieini, sb. use of fern, of hugieinos healthful, 
f. hugi&s healthy, f. IE. *su- well + *gwi- living. 
Hence hygienic xix. 

hygro- comb, form of Gr. hugros wet, moist, 
fluid, as in hygrometer, hygroscope (xvii). 

hylic pert, to matter, xix. - late L. hylicus - Gr. 
hulikos materia!, f. htLle wood, matter; see -ic. 
So hylo- comb, form of Gr. h&le. 

hymen xvii. - late L. hymen - Gr. hum$n 
*sjumen-, f. IE. *sju- sew. 

hymn xm. ME. imne, ymme - OF. ymne - L. 
hymnus - Gr. hum nos song in praise of a god or 
hero. The later form was refash, after L. Hence 
vb. xvii. So hymnal xv. - medL. hymnale 
(imnale). hymnody singing or composing of 
hymns xviii; body of hymns xix. - medL. - Gr. 
humnoidia (cf. ode), hymnographer, hymno- 
logy xvii. - Gr. 

hyoid h. bone, horseshoe-shaped bone in the 
root of the tongue, xix. - F. hyoide - modL. 
hyoides - Gr. huoeidts, f. hit name of the letter 
v, see -oiD. 

hyoscyamus genus of plants, henbane, xviii. 
modL. - Gr. huoskuamos, f. huos, g. of hus swine, 
sow’ + kuamos bean. Hence hyoscyamine 
(chem.) alkaloid obtained from this. xix. 

hypaethral open to the sky. xviii. f. L. 
hypaethrus - Gr. hiipaithros, f. hupo under, 
hypo- + aithir air, ether, see al‘. 

hypallage (rhet.) figure of speech in which two 
elements are interchanged, xvi. - late L. hy- 
pallage - Gr. hupallagt, f. hupo hypo- + allag-, 
stem of alldssein exchange, f. alios other, 

hyper- repr. comb, form of Gr. huper prep, 
and adv. ‘over’, above', overmuch’, 'above 
measure’. Among the older comps, are; hy¬ 
perbaton (rhet.) inversion of logical or natural 

order, xvi. - L. - Gr. huperbaton, n. of hu- 
perbatos ‘overstepping’, hyperbola (geom.) 
conic section having two equal and similar in¬ 
finite branches, so called because it has an ec 
centricity greater than unity, xvii. modL. - Gr. 
huperboU, f. huperbdllein exceed, f. ballein 
throw, hyperbole (rhet.) exaggerated state¬ 
ment. xvi. - L. - Gr. (see prec ). So hyperbolic 
xvi, hyperbolical xv. hyperborean pert, to 
the extreme north, xvi. - late L. hyperboreanus, 
f. L. hyperboreus - Gr. huper bo reos. hyper¬ 
critical xvn. hyperdulia (theol) superior ven¬ 
eration as paid to the Virgin Mary. xvi. - medL. 
hypertrophy (path.) excessive enlargement, 
xix. modL., f. Gr. -trophia, trophi nourish¬ 
ment. 

hypericum xvi. - L. hypericum - Gr. huper- 
eikon, f. huper hyper- + ereike heath, 

hyphen sb. xvii. - late L. - late Gr. huphen the 
sign u, sb. use of huphen together, f. huph-, hupo 
under, hypo- + hen, n. of heis one Hence 
hyphen vb., hyphenate xix. 

hypnotic A. soporific xvii; B. pert, to hyp¬ 
notism xix. - F. hypnotique - late L. hypndticus - 
Gr. hupnotikos narcotic, f. hupnoun put to sleep, 
f. hupnos sleep; see -ic. Hence hypnotism, hyp¬ 
notist, hypnotize xix. 

hypo-, before a vowel hyp-, repr. Gr. hup(o)-, 
prefix-form of hupo under (adv. and prep.) = L. 
sub (see sub ), in words derived immed. or ult. 
from Gr. (see below) with meanings ‘under’, ’be¬ 
neath’, ‘below’, ‘slight(ly)’, and in numerous 
mod. formations, hypocaust under-chamber 
for heating a house or bath. xvii. - L. hy- 
pocaustum - Gr. hupokauston (kaiein burn), 
hypochondria A. (anat.) region of the abdo¬ 
men under the ribs, formerly held to be the 
seat of melancholy xvi; B. morbidity of mind, 
marked by depression and regarded as due to 
vapours’ xviii. - late L.; in A pi. of hy- 

pochondrium - Gr. hupokhondrion (khondros 
cartilage); in B taken as fern, in transf. sense, 
hypocoristic of the nature of a pet-name. 
xviii. - Gr. hupokoristikos (koros child), 
hypocrisy xm. - OF. ypocrisie (mod. hypo ) - 

ecclL. hypocrisis - Gr. hupokrisis acting, 
feigning (krinein decide, judge). So hypocrite 
xm. - (O)F. - ecclL. - Gr. hupokrith actor, 
pretender, hypocritical xvi. hypostasis 
fsediment; (theol.) person of Christ, of the 
Godhead xvi; substance, essence xvii. - ecclL. - 
Gr. hupdstasis (*sta- stand), hypotenuse side 
of a right-angled triangle subtending the right 
angle, xvi. - L. hypotenusa - Gr. hupoteinousa, 
pp. fern, of hupoteinein stretch under, hypothec 
legal security, xvi. - F. hypotheque - late 
L. hypotheca - Gr. hupothtke deposit, pledge 
(the- place, do!). So hypothecate mortgage. 
xvii f. pp. stem of medL. hypothecdre. hypo¬ 
thesis fparticular case of a general proposi¬ 
tion xvi; proposition set as a basis for reasoning; 
supposition to account for known facts xvn. - 
late L. - Gr. hupothesis foundation (the- place, 
do'). So hypothetic xvii, -thetical xvi. - L. - 
Gr. hupothetikos. 

hyrax genus of rabbit-like quadrupeds, xix. 
modL. - Gr. hurax shrew-mouse. 
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hyssop bushy aromatic shrub; bunch of this 
used in ceremonial purification. OE. (h)ysope, 
reinforced in ME. by OF. ysope, isope, later 
assim. to the source, L. hyssopus, um - Gr. 
hussopos, -on, of Sem. orig. 

hysteria functional disturbance of the nervous 
system, which was thought to be due to dis¬ 

turbance of the uterine functions xix. modL., f. 
L. hystericus - Gr. huslerikos, f. hustera womb; 
see -iaV So hysteric xvn, ics xvm, hysterical 
xvu 

hysteron proteron figure of speech re 
versing the proper order of words xvi. - late L - 
Gr. husteron proteron ‘latter (put as) former'. 



I 1st sg. pers. pron. OE. ic — OS. (Du.) ik, OHG. 
ih (G. ich), ON. ek, Goth, ik (:- Gmc. *eka), corr., 
but with variation of vowel, cons., and ending, 
to L. egi5, Gr eg6(ri), Skr. ahdm, Av. azsm, OS1. 
(J)azu. The reduced form i of OE. ic appears xn; 
in stressed position this became i, which was 
finally generalized for all positions. The in¬ 
flexional system of the pronoun is made up of 
four distinct bases; see me, my (mine), we, us, 
OUR. 

-i pi. inflexion of L. masc sbs. in -us and -er, and 
of It. sbs. in -o and -e, retained in Eng. in learned 
and techn. use, e g. foci, radii; banditti, di¬ 
lettanti; illuminati, literati. 

-i- L. stem- or connective vowel as in omni-, 

pacificus pacific, uniformis uniform. 

-ia’ repr. the termination of L. and Gr. fern. sbs. 
denoting conditions, qualities, and entities. 
Exx.: hydrophobia, mania; dahlia, lobelia; am¬ 
monia, morphia. 

-ia* repr. the termination of L. and Gr. pis. of 
sbs. in -ium or -e, and -ion. Exx.: paraphernalia, 
regalia. Mammalia. 

-ial repr. L. -ialis, n. -idle, comp, suffix f. -i- and 
-al'. 

iambus xvi. - L. - Gr. iambos. Anglicized iamb 
xrx. So iambic xvi. - F. - late L. - Gr. 

-ian earlier also -yan, repr. ult. (sometimes 
through F. -ien), L. -ianus (see -i-, -an), as in 
Christian, Vergilianus Virgilian, subsequently 
by modification of L. forms, as barbarian, 

equestrian, historian, patrician; freely used 
in mod. formations on proper names, as in 
Devonian, Johnsonian, Pickwickian. See also 
ARLAN, ICLAN. 

ib., ibid., abbrevs. of ibidem in the same 
place, passage, book, etc. xvn. - L., f. ibithere + - 
dem, as in idem, tandem. 

Iberian xvn. f. L. Iberia, f. Iberes - Gr. I'beres 
Spaniards, also a people of the Caucasus; see 
-IAN. 

ibex xvii. - L. ibex, prob. Alpine word like 
chamois. 

ibis xiv. - L. - Gr. ibis, of Egyptian orig. 
-ible suffix repr. F. -ible, L. -ibilis, -ibilis, f. 

-f- connective or stem-vowel of vbs. in -ere, -ere, 
ire + bilis ble. 

-ic repr. (often through (O)F. -ique) L. icus, as 
in civicus, civique civic, domesticus domestic. 

publicus public, or in adoptions from Gr., as in 
comicus, komikos comic, poeticus, poietikos 
poetic. The L. suffix became more widely used 
in late L. and Rom. in the comp, suffix -aticus 
(see -atic, -age). 

Derivative abstract sbs. end in -icity, as dom¬ 
esticity, publicity. 
Gr. words in -ikos were used absol. as sbs. (i) 

in the m. sg., e g. kritikos critic; (ii) in the fern, 
sg., in names of arts, systems of thought, etc., 
e g. he mousikt music; (iii) in the n. pl„ e g. td 

oikonomikd economics. The distinction between 
fern. sg. and n. pi. tended to become obliterated, 
so that he physikf and to. physika were syn¬ 
onymous. Moreover, in pairs like physikt, phy- 
sika, both forms gave L. physica, which might 
be repr. by physic or physics. Early adoptions in 
Eng. were in the sg. form, which has survived in 
arithmetic, logic, magic, music, rhetoric. Later, 
forms in -ics occur as names of treatises, e.g. 
etiques, i.e. Aristotle’s td ethikd, the Ethics; this 
form was then applied to the subject-matter of 
such treatises, as mathematics, physics, tactics, 
and finally became the accepted form with 
names of sciences, as acoustics, linguistics, 
optics, or matters of practice, as athletics, gym¬ 
nastics, politics. There are also many sbs. 
formed from adjs. in -ic taken absol., as cos¬ 
metic, epic, lyric, rustic. 

-icai comp, suffix consisting of -ic and - al1, repr. 
(O)F. -ical(e), late L. -icalis, as in clerical, cleri- 
calis, grammaticalis, the number of these was 
increased in medL. While F. adjs. in -ical are not 
numerous, Eng. formations are abundant, and 
are very freq. earlier than corr. words in -ic. A 
distinction of application is often made where 
there are parallel forms, e g. economic in econ¬ 
omic theory’, economical in ‘economical house¬ 
keeper’, optic in optic nerve’, optical in ‘optical 
illusion’. In many cases the main distinction is 
that one form is more usual than the other, as 
authentic, idiotic, linguistic, but farcical, syn¬ 
tactical, theatrical. Derivative sbs. end in 
-icality and advs. in -ically, which serves also 
for adjs. in -ic, e.g. drastic I drastically, specificI 
specifically. 

ice OE. is = OS., OHG. is (Du. ijs, G. eis), ON. 
iss Gmc. *isam, *isaz, rel. to Av. isu- icy. Ice 
cream (xvm) is for earlier iced cream (xvn). 
Hence icy xvi (not continuous with OE. isig). So 
iceberg t Arctic glacier; detached portion of this 
in the sea. xvm. prob. - (M)Du. ijsberg (see 
barrow’). 

-ice suffix repr. OF. -ice - L. -itia, or -itius, -itium, 
as in avarice, notice, novice, police, service. F. 
formations are cowardice, jaundice, -ice may 
be of other orig., as in bodice, caprice, poultice, 
practice. 

ichneumon N. Afr. mongoose which destroys 
crocodiles’ eggs xvi; insect of a family parasitic 
on the larvae of others xvn. - L. ichneumon - 
Gr. ikhneumon lit. tracker, f. ikhneuein track, f. 
ikhnos track, footstep. 

ichnography ground plan. xvi. - F. ichno- 
graphie or L. ichnographia - Gr. ikhno- 
graphid, f. ikhnos track, trace; see -graphy. 

ichor blood, (Gr. myth.) ethereal fluid flowing 
in the veins of the gods; (med.) watery 
discharge, xvii. - Gr. ikhdr. 

ichthy(o)- repr. comb, form of Gr. ikhthus fish, 
as in ichthyology xvn, ichthyosaurus xix. 
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-ician as in logician, musician, physician, 
statistician, tactician, repr. F. -icien, L. -icianus, 
f. names of sciences in -ica -ic(s) + -idnus 
IAN. 

icicle xrv. ME. iisse ikkle, ysekele, iseyokel, f. 
ice + i(c)kel, 3okyl, after MSw. isikii, repl. OE. 
*isgicel, for which ises gicel ‘icicle of ice’ is 
attested; OE. gicel(a), cogn. with ON. jQkull 
icicle, glacier. 

-icity see -ic. 
icon, ikon fimage, picture xvi; (Eastern 
Church) representation in the flat of a sacred 
personage xix. - L. icon - Gr. eikdn likeness, 
image, f. *feik- be like. comb, form icono- in 
iconoclast xvii. - modL. iconoclastes - Gr. ei- 
konokldstes (klan break); so iconoclastic xvii. 

iconography fdrawing, plan; illustration by 
means of drawings, xvii. - medL. - Gr. icon¬ 
ostasis screen bearing icons, xix. - ecclL. - 
ecclGr. eikondstasis (stasis position, station, f. 
*sta- stand). 

icosahedron solid contained by 20 faces, xvi. - 
Gr. eikosaedron, n. of adj. used sb., f. eikosi 
*efrikosi (rel. to L. viginti twenty) + hedrd seat, 
base (see sit). 

-ics see -ic. 
icteric pert, to jaundice, xvi. - L. ictericus - Gr. 
ikterikds, f. ikteros jaundice; see -ic. 

ictus metrical stress, xvm. - L. ‘blow, stroke’, f. 
ict-, pp. stem of icere strike, 

id., abbr. of idem the same name, title, author, 
etc. xvii. - L. idem m. (for *isdem), idem n. (for 
*iddem), f. is, id that one -t- -dem, as in ibidem. 

-id' suffix repr. F. -ide - L. -idus, -ida, -idum, used 
to form adjs. chiefly from vbs. with e-stems, 
as acidus acid, f. acere, torridus torrid, f. tor- 
rere, less freq. from others, as fluidus fluid, 

f. fluere, and from sbs., as morbidus morbid, f. 
morbus. 

-id1 suffix of sbs., repr. F. ide - L. -is, -id-, Gr. -is, 
-id-, as in chrysalid, pyramid-, bot. denoting a 
member of a family, e g. orchid. 

-id* (zool.) in sbs. and adjs. from L. names of 
families in -idee and of classes in -ida, m. and n. 
pi. respectively of L. - Gr. -ides. 

-id4 early var. of -ide still retained in U.S. 
ide fish allied to the carp. xix. - modL. idus - Sw. 
id. 

-ide formerly also -id4, repr. F. -ide, first used in 
oxide - F. oxyde, on the analogy of which it is 
regularly affixed to a shortened form of the 
name of the element which combines with an¬ 
other element or a radical to form the compound 
so designated. 

idea archetype (as in Platonic philosophy), con 
ception, design; tform, figure; mental image, 
notion, xvi. - L. idea (in Platonic sense) - Gr. 
idea look, form, nature, ideal form, f. *fid- see 
(see wrr1). So ideal adj. xvii, sb. xvm. - F. ideal - 
late L idealis. Comb, form ideo-, as in ideo¬ 
logue xix - F. 

idem see id. 

identity quality of being the same. xvi. - late 
L. identitds, f. L. idem same. So identic(al), 
identify xvii. - medL. 

ideology science of ideas xvm; ideal or vision- 
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ary speculation xix, system of ideas xx. - F. 
ideologic, f. Gr. idea idea + logia -logy. 

Ides in the ancient Roman Calendar, the 8th day 
after the Nones, xv. - (O)F. - L. idus (pi ), perh. 
of Etruscan orig. 

idio- repr. Gr. idio-, comb, form of idios 
personal, peculiar, separate, 

idiom proper language of a people or country, 
dialect; specific character of a language xvi; ex¬ 
pression peculiar to a language xvii. - F. idiome 
or late L. idioma - Gr. ididma property, peculiar 
phraseology, f. idiousthai make one’s own, f. 
idios own, private So idiomatic xvm. 

idiosyncrasy xvn. - Gr. idiosugkrdsid, -krdsis, 
f. idio- + siigkrdsis commixture, tempering, f. 
sun syn- + krdsis mixture, 

idiot xiii. - (O)F. - L. idiota ignorant person - 
Gr. ididtes private person, plebeian, ignorant, 
lay(man), f. idios private, peculiar. Hence 
idiocy xvi, idiotic xvm, -ical xvn. 

idle fempty; worthless, useless; doing nothing, 
inactive OE.; lazy, indolent xiii. OE. idel = OS. 
idal empty, worthless (Du. ijdel), OHG. ital (G. 
eitet), ult. orig. unkn. Primary meaning prob 
‘empty’. 

idol image of a deity xiii; object of devotion; 
phantom, fiction xvi. ME. ydel, ydol - OF. 
id(e)le, (also mod.) idole - L. idolum image, form, 
apparition, (eccl.) idol - Gr. eidolon (same 
meanings), f. eidos form, shape (cf. idea). So 

idolater xvi. Earlier tidolatrer, t-trour (xiv), 
either f. (O)F. idolatre-t--ER\ -our, -or1, or f. 
idolatry-, the present form was either a phonetic 
reduction of idolatrer or - F. idolatre, ult. - Gr. 
eidololatres (latreuein worship), idolatry xiii, 

idolize xvi, idolatrous xvi. 
idyll short poem descriptive of a picturesque 
(rustic) scene or incident, xvii (earlier idyllium, 
-ion xvi). - L. idyllium - Gr. eidullion, dim. of 
eidos form, picture. Hence idyllic xix. 

-ie var of -y*, e g. birdie, dearie, doggie, Jeanie, 
Willie. 

-ier' var. -yer, in agent-nouns based on native 
words and functioning as -er*. Among the earli¬ 
est exx. (xm) are tiliere, extension with -ere of 
OE. tilia tiller, cultivator, bowiare bowyer, 
maker of bows; these may have served as 
models for other formations of various and 
sometimes obscure orig., e.g. brazier, clothier, 
collier, drovier, glazier, grazier, haulier, hosier, 
lawyer, sawyer. 

-ier1 repr F. -ier (:- L. -arius -ary), appears first 
in xvi, as in bombardier, cashier, cavalier, later 
exx. are brigadier, fusilier, grenadier. Cf -eer'. 

-ies pi. ending of certain ellipt. words, as civvies, 
movies, undies. 

-iety suffix repr. F. -iete - L. -ietds expressing 
the quality or condition of what is denoted by 
adjs. in -ms -ious, as in anxiety, (impropriety, 
notoriety, society, variety. 

if OE. gif, gyf corr. to OS. ef, of (Du. of), OHG 
ibu, oba (G. ob whether, if), ON. ef if, Goth, ibai, 
iba whether, lest, jabai if, although; ult. orig. 
unkn. 

-iferous f. L. -ifer. f. -i- + fer bearing, furnishing, 

f. base offerre bear1; see -ous. 
-ify see -fy. 
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-igerous f. L -iger, f. -i- + base of gerere carry, 
see -ous. 

igloo xix of Eskimo orig. 
igneous xvii. f. L. igneus, f. ignis fire (rel. to OS1 
ogni, Lith. ugnis, Skr. agni-)\ see -ecus, ignite 
make intensely hot, spec, to the point of com¬ 
bustion or chemical change xvn; trans. set on 
fire xviii; intr. take fire xix. f. ignit-, pp. stem of 
L. ignire set on fire. So ignition xvii. 

ignis fatuus will-o'-the-wisp. xvi. modL , ‘fool¬ 
ish fire’, so named from its erratic flitting from 
place to place. 

ignoble xvi. - F. ignoble or L. ignobilis, f. i- in-2 
+gndbilis noble. So ignobility xv. - L. 

ignominy xvi. - F. ignominie or L. ignominia, 
f. in-2 + *gndmen, nomen name, reputation; see 
y®. So ignominious xvi. 

ignoramus tendorsement made formerly by a 
grand jury on a bill returned as not a true bill 
xvi; ignorant person xvn. - L. ‘we do not know’, 
in legal use ‘we take no notice (of it)’, 1st pers. 
pi. pres. ind. of ignorare ignore. 

ignorance xm. - (O)F. - L. ignorantia, f. prp. 
of ignorare not to know, misunderstand, dis¬ 
regard, rel. to ignarus unaware; see -ance. So 
ignorant xrv. ignore fnot to know xvn; (of a 
grand jury) reject (a bill); refuse to take notice 
of xix. - (O)F. ignorer or L. ignorare. 

iguana large arboreal lizard, xvi. - Sp., of Carib 
orig. Hence iguanodon large fossil lizard, xix. 

il-' assim. form of L. in- in-' before /. 
il-2 assim. form of negative in- in-2 before /. 
-il former regular var. of -ile surviving in e g 

civil, fossil, utensil. 
-ile adj. suffix repr. F. -il, chiefly -ile, and its 
sources L. -ilis, -ilis, which was added to vb.- 
stems with the senses of capacity or suitability, 
e.g. agilis agile,fragilis fragile, and with wider 
meaning to noun-stems, e g. juvenilis juvenile, 
humilis humble, 

ilex xiv. - L. 
ilk tsame OE.; surviving only in phr. of that ilk 
of the same place or name (e g. Guthrie of that 
ilk for Guthrie of Guthrie), xvi (erron. that ilk 
that family or set xix). OE. ilea m., ilce fern, and 
n., f. *t- that, the same (as in Goth, is he, L. is 
that, idem, idem same) + *lik- form (see like*). 

ill A. (dial.) morally evil xu; causing harm, pain, 
or disaster xm; of bad quality; of evil intent xiv. 
B. out of health, sick xv; sb. evil xn; adv. evilly, 
badly xii. - ON. illr adj.; ilia adv., iltn. of adj. as 
sb.; ult. orig. unkn. 

illative (gram.) inferential, xvi. - L. illativus, f. 
Hiatus, used as pp. of inferre infer; see ive So 
illation xvi. 

illegal xvn. - (O)F illegal or medL. illegalis; 
see IL-2, LEGAL. 

illegitimate not born in lawful wedlock xvi; 
unauthorized xvii. f. late L. illegitimus, after 
legitimate; see il-2. 

illicit xvii. - L.; see il-2, licit. 

illiterate xvi. - L.; see il-2, literate. 

illuminate light up, give light to xvi; decorate 
with colour xviii. f. pp. stem of late L. illumi 
ndre, f. il-'-i- lumen, lumin- light1; see -ate*. 

So illumination spiritual enlightenment xiv; 
lighting up xvi; embellishment with colour 

xvii. - (O)F. - late L. illumine enlighten (first 
in spiritual sense), xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

Illuminati applied to several sects claiming 
special enlightenment: (i) the Sp. heretics 
Alumbrados xvi; (ii) G. Illuminaten, secret 
society founded by Adam Weishaupt xviii; 

(hence gen.) persons claiming special know 
ledge xix. - L., pi. of illumindtus, pp. of illumi- 
nare (see prec.), or - It., pi. of illuminato. 

illusion fdeception xiv; deceptive appearance, 
etc. xrv; perception of an external object in¬ 
volving a false belief xviii. - (O)F. - L. illusio, 
-on-, f. illudere mock, jest at (whence rare illude 
xv), f. il-' + ICidere play, sport. So illusory xvi. - 

late L. 
illustrate throw light or lustre on, elucidate 
xvi; exemplify; elucidate with pictures xvn. f. 
pp. stem of L. illustrare, f. il-1 + lustrare il¬ 
luminate, rel. to lumen light1. So illustration 
fillumination xrv; exemplification, example xvi; 
pictorial elucidation xix. - (O)F. - L. illu¬ 
strative xvn. illustrious distinguished by 
rank, etc. xvi. f. L. illustris. 

im-1 assim. form of in-1 before p, b, m. 
im-2 assim. form of in-2 before p, b, m. 
image artificial representation of an object, 
likeness, statue; (optical) counterpart xm; men¬ 
tal representation xiv. - (O)F. - L. imago, 
imdgin-, rel. to imitate. So imagery xiv. - OF. 
imagerie, f. imageur maker of images, imagine 
xrv. - (Q)F. imaginer - L. imaginare form an 
image of, represent, fashion, imdginari picture 
to oneself, fancy, imagination xrv. - (O)F. - L. 
imaginable xiv. - late L. imaginary xrv - L. 
imaginative xrv - (O)F. 

imago (entom.) final stage of an insect, xvm. 
mod. use of L. imago image. 

imam xvn. - Arab, 'imam leader, f. amma lead, 
imbecile weak xvi; mentally weak, idiotic (also 
sb.) xix. Earliest form imbecille - F. \imbecille 
(now -ile) - L. imbecillus, -is, of uncert. orig. So 
imbecility xvi. - (O)F. - L. 

imbibe fA. soak, saturate xiv; B. drink in, ab¬ 
sorb xvi. In A - F. imbiber soak (not recorded 
before xvi), in B - its source L. imbibere, f. im-1 
+ bibere drink. 

imbricate (nat. hist.) covered with scales over¬ 
lapping like roof tiles, xvn. - pp. of L. imbricare. 
f. imbrex, imbric- roof tile, f. imber rain; see 
-ate2. 

imbroglio confused heap xvm; confusion and 
entanglement xix. - It, f. imbrogliare confuse, 
corr. to F. embrouiller embroil. 

imbrue tsully xv; stain with blood xvi. - OF. 
embr{o)uer bedaub, bedabble, f. em-'+OF. 
breu, bro (cf. mod. brouet broth) - Rom. *bro- 
dum - Gmc. *brob- broth. 

imbue saturate, impregnate, xvi. First in pp. f. 
F. imbu, \imbu(i)t, or its source L. imbutus, pp. 
of imbuere moisten, stain, imbue, 

imide (chem.) xix. arbitrary alteration of 
amide. 

imitate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. imitari copy, rel. 
to imago image and aemulari emulate; see -ates. 
So imitation xvi. - (O)F. or L. imitative xvi. - 
late L. imitator xvi. - L. 
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immaculate xv. - L. immaculdtus: see im *, 

MACULATE 

immanent xvi. - prp. of late L. immanere. f. 
M-' + manere remain, dwell; see -ent. So im¬ 
manence xix, -ency xvn. 

immaterial incorporeal xrv (not freq. before 
xvi); unimportant xvii. - late L.; see im-*, 

MATERIAL. 

immediate xvi. - (O)F. immediat or late L. 
immediat us, f. im-1 -t- mediatus mediate. Hence 
immediacy xvn, immediately xv. 

immemorial XVII. - medL. immemorialis, see 
IM-*, MEMORIAL. 

immense extremely great xv; tboundless, in¬ 
finite xvi. - (0)F. - L. immensus immeasurable, 
f. im-2 + mensus, pp. of metlri measure. So im¬ 
mensity xv. 

immerse xvn. f. immers-, pp. stem of L. im- 
mergere, f. im-1 + mergere dip, merge. So im¬ 
mersion xvn. - late L. 

immigrate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. immigrdre\ 
see im-', migrate. So immigrant xvin, im¬ 
migration xvn. 

imminent xvi. - L. imminens, -ent-, prp. of 
imminere project, be impending, f. im-1 (cf. 
eminent, prominent). 

immolate sacrifice, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. im 
molare (orig.) sprinkle with sacrificial meal, f. 
iM-‘ 4-mola meal'; see ate*. So immolation 
xvi. 

immortal xrv. - L. immortdlis, f. im-2 + mortal is 
mortal. So sb xvn. immortality xrv. - (O)F. - 

L. immortelle everlasting flower, xix. - F. 
immune ffree, exempt xv; secure from con¬ 
tagion, etc. xrx. - L. immunis exempt from a 
service or charge, f. im * + munis ready for ser¬ 
vice (cf. common). So immunity exemption 
from service or liability xrv; non-susceptibility 
to contagion, etc. xix. 

immure twall in; shut within walls xvi; build 

into a wall xvn. - medL immurare, f. im-' 

+ murus wall. 

imp tyoung shoot, sapling OE.; offspring, child 
xrv; ‘child’ of the Devil, evil spirit xvi; mis¬ 
chievous child xvn. OE. impa or impe. So imp 
vb. tgraft, engraft OE.; engraft feathers in a 
bird’s wing so as to improve or restore its flight 
xv; enlarge, eke out xvi. OE. impian, corr. to 
OHG. impfon (G. impfen), shortened analogues 
of OHG. impiton (MHG. impfetcn) - Rom. *im- 
potare, f. medL. impotus graft - Gr. emphutos 
implanted, engrafted, vbl. adj. of emphuein im¬ 
plant, f. em-*-!- phuein (see be C). 

impact sb. xvin. f. impact-, pp. stem of L. im- 
pingere impinge. 

impair xrv (em). - OF. empeirier (mod. em 
pirer) Rom. *impejordre make worse, f. im-‘ 

+ late L. pejordre (cf. pejorative); the pref. was 
latinized to im- xv. 

impale surround with a palisade, fence in xvi; 
(her.) combine (coats of arms) palewise; fix upon 
a stake or point xvn. - F. empaler or medL. im- 
pdlare, f. im-' +palus pale'. 

imparisyllabic of Gr. and L. nouns that have 
different numbers of syllables in different cases, 
xvin. f. L. impar unequal, f im * + par equal, 
peer1; see syllabic. 

impart make partaker of xv; make known 
xvi. - OF impartir - L. impartire, f. im-' + pars, 
part- share, part. 

impasse cul de-sac, insoluble difficulty, xix. - 
F., f. im-* + stem of passer pass*. 

impassible incapable of suffering xrv; in 
capable of suffering injury xv; incapable of feel 
mg xvi. - (O)F. - ecclL. impassibilis: see im-*, 

passible. So impassive xvn. 
impassion xvi. - It. impassionare, f. im-* 

+ passione passion; chiefly in pp. 
impasto laying on of colour thickly, xvin. - It., 
f. imposture, f. im-’ + pasta paste. 

impatience xm. - (O)F. - L.; see im-*, patience. 

So impatient xrv. 
impeach fimpede; accuse, charge xiv; charge 
with a high misdemeanour; call in question, dis¬ 
parage xvi. ME. empe(s)che - OF empe(s)cher 
(mod. empecher prevent) late L. impedicdre 
catch, entangle, f. im-1 + pedica fetter. So im¬ 
peachment xiv. 

impeccable not liable to sin xvi; faultless 
xvn. - L. impeccdbilis, f. m2+peccdre sin; see 
ABLE. 

impecunious xvi. f. L. m-2+pecunia money 
(cf. pecuniary). 

impede xvii. - L. impedlre, f. m-'+pes, ped-. 
Hence impedance (electr.) xix. So im¬ 
pediment hindrance xrv; fpl. baggage (of an 
army) xvi. - L. impedlmentum, the pi. of which, 
impedimenta, is used in the second sense 
(xvi). 

impel xv. - L. impellere, f. im-1 + pellere drive, 
impend hang threateningly xvi; be imminent 
xvii, hang over xvin. - L. impendere, f. im-' 

-t- pendere hang. 

imperative (gram.) expressing command; 
commanding, peremptory xvi; urgent xix. - late 
L. imperdtivus, f. imperat-, pp. stem of imperdre 
command (cf. emperor); see -ive. 

imperfect not perfect xrv; (gram.) of a tense 
xvi. ME. inperfit - (O)F. imparfait, see im-*, per 

fect. So imperfection. 
imperial xrv. - (O)F. imperial - L. imperialis, 

f. imperium rule, empire; see ial. Hence im¬ 
perialism xix, imperialist xvii. 

imperil xvi (em ). f. em-. im-' + peril. 

imperious fimperial; fsovereign. majestic; 
overbearing, xvi. - L. imperidsus, f. imperium 
command, empire; see ious. 

impersonal (gram.) xvi; not personal xvii. - 
late L. impersonalis, see im-*, personal. 

impersonate invest with a personality xvn; 
assume the person of xvin. f. L. im-' + persona 
person. 

impertinent tunrelated xiv; irrelevant xiv; 
inappropriate, not consonant with reason xvi; 
presumptuously intrusive, insolent xvii. - (0)F. 
impertinent or late L. impertinens not pertinent; 
see im *, pertinent. Hence (or - F.) imperti¬ 
nence xvn. 

imperturbable xv (rare before xvin). - late 
L.; see im-*, perturb, -able. 

impervious xvn. - L.; see im-*, pervious. 

impetigo xvi. - L., f. impetere assail, f. im 1 
+pet ere seek. 

impetrate obtain by entreaty xvi. f. pp. stem 
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of L. impetrdre, f. m-' +patrare bring to an end; 
see -ate® and cf. perpetrate. So impetration 
xv. - AN. impetracioun and L. -atid. 

impetuous xrv. - (O)F. impetueux - L. im- 
petuosus, f. impetus onset, violent impulse, f. 
impetere, see impetigo, -uous. So impetus xvii. 
-L. 

impinge fthrust upon xvi; strike, dash xvu. - 
L. impingere, f. im-1 + pangere fix, drive in. 

impious xvi. f. L. impius, see im-*, pious. So 
impiety xrv. - (O)F or L. 

implacable xvi. - F. or L.; see im-*, placable. 
implant vb xvi. - F. implanter or late L.; see 

IM-1, PLANT. 
implement' (pi.) equipment, outfit xv; (orig. 
pi.) apparatus, set of utensils, tools xvi. - medL. 
implementa (pi.) noun of instrument corr. to 
medL. imp lire employ, spend, extended use (by 
assoc, with implicare employ) of L. imp lire fill 
up, fulfil, f. im-' + plire fill. 

implement* fessential constituent xvu; (Sc.) 
fulfilment xvm. - late L. implimenturn filling up, 
noun of action of L. imp lire (see prec). Hence 
vb. (orig. Sc.) carry into effect, xix. 

implicate (arch.) intertwine, entangle; involve 
(as in guilt), xvi. f. pp. stem of L. implicare, f. 
m-'+plicare fold (see ply', ate*). So impli¬ 

cation xv. - L. 
implicit implied but not plainly expressed xvi; 
tentangled, entwined xvii. - F, implicite or L. 
implicitus, later form of implicatus, pp. of im¬ 
plicare (see prec ). 
implore beg or pray (for) xvi; beseech (one) 
xvu. - F. implorer or L. implordre invoke with 
tears, f. im-' -vplordre weep, 

implosion xix. f. im-' +-plosion, of explosion. 

So implosive adj. and sb. xix. 
imply tenfold, involve xrv; involve the truth or 
existence of; express indirectly xvi. - OF. em¬ 
ptier L. implicare implicate. The OF. var. em¬ 
ptier, emploier is the source of employ, with 
which imply to some extent overlapped xvi-xvii. 

impolite xvu. See im-*, polite. 

import A. carry as its purport, signify, imply 
xv; be of significance or importance (to) xvi; 
B. bring in from outside xvi. - L. importdre; in 
A in its med. sense of ‘imply, mean’; in B in 
the orig. sense ‘carry in’, f. m-'+portare bring, 
carry, rel. to port us port1. Hence sb. A. purport, 
significance xvi, B. commodity imported xvu. 
So importance xvi. - (O)F. - medL. importan- 
tia. important xvi. - F. - medL. importdns, 
-ant-. 

importunate persistent in asking, xv. f. L. 
importunus + -ate*. So importunity xv. - 

(O)F. - L. importune vb. xvi - F. importuner 
or medL. importunari. 

impose fimpute xv; lay on (in various uses) xvi; 
exert influence upon, as with fraudulent intent 
or effect xvu. - (O)F. imposer, temposer, f. em-, 
im- im-' + poser, to repr. L. imponere place on or 
into, lay as a burden, deceive, trick; see pose'. 

Hence imposing exacting xvii; impressive 
xvm. So imposition laying-on of hands xiv; im¬ 
post xv; exercise imposed as punishment xvm. - 
(O)F. or L. 

impossible xm. - (O)F. - L.; see im-*. 

impost1 tax, duty. xvi. - F. timpost (now 
impot) - medL. impost us, -um, sb. use of im¬ 
post i)tus, PP of L. imponere impose. 

impost* (archit.) upper course of a pillar xvu; 
horizontal block supported by upright stones 
xvm. - F. imposte or its source It. imposta, sb. 
use of fern. pp. of imporreL. imponere impose. 

impostor one who imposes on others, xvi. - F. 
imposteur - late L. impostor, contr. of impositor, 
f. pp. stem of L. imponere impose; see -or1. So 
imposture xvi. 

impost(h)ume (arch.) purulent swelling, abs¬ 
cess xrv. - OF. empostume, alt. of apostume, 
later form of aposteme - L. apostima - Gr. apo- 
stima lit. separation (cf. abscess), f. apostinai, 
f. apo apo- + stenai stand; assim. in pref. and 
ending to L. im-1 and post(h)umus. 

impotent physically weak. xrv. - (O)F. - L.; see 
im-*, potent. So impotence, -ency xv. 

impound enclose in a pound xvi; take (an ob¬ 
ject) into formal custody xvu. f. im-1 + pound*. 

impoverish xv (emporisshe). f. empoveriss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. empov(e)rir (mod. em- 
pauvrir), f. em-1 + povre poor; see -ish*. 

imprecation invocation of evil. xvi. - L. im- 
precatio, -on-, f. imprecdri (whence imprecate 
xvu), f. im-1-t-precdri pray; see -ate*, -ation. So 

imprecatory xvi. - medL. 
impregnable xv (imprenable). - (O)F. im- 
prenable, f. im-* + prenable takeable, f. pren-, 
stem of prendre take L. prehendere\ see -able. 

The later forms impre(i)gnable, which depend 
upon OF. vars., induced the pronunc. with g. 

impregnate make pregnant; imbue, saturate. 
xvii. f. impregnate pp. (xvi) or its source late 
L. imprxgndtus, f. im-1 + prsegnare be pregnant; 

see -ate®. 

impresario xvm. - It., undertaker, contractor, 
f. impresa undertaking. 

impress' stamp, imprint (a mark, etc.), lit. and 
fig. xiv (also en-)\ mark with a stamp xvi; affect 
strongly xvm. - OF. em-, impresser, f. em-1, im-' 
+presser press’ (cf. L. imprimere). Hence sb. 
stamp, mark. xvi. So impression effective 
action, effect xrv; mark produced by pressure 
xrv; printing xvi; notion impressed on the mind 
xvii. - (O)F. - L. impressio, -on- onset, attack, 
emphasis, mental impression, f. impress-, pp. 
stem of imprimere, f. im-1 + premere press1, im¬ 
pressionable xix. - F. impressionist xix. - F. 
impressionniste, used in an unfavourable sense 
with ref. to a picture by Claude Monet entitled 
Impression, impressive fsusceptible xvi; mak¬ 
ing a deep impression xvm. 

impress* levy, enlist, esp. by force, xvi. f. im-1 
+ press*. Hence sb. xvii. 

imprimatur licence to print given by the 
L. formula imprimatur let it be printed, 3rd sg. 
pres. subj. pass, of imprimere-, see imprint, xvu. 

imprint impressed mark or stamp xv (em-); 
publisher’s name, etc., on a title-page xvm. - 
(O)F. empreinte, sb. use of pp. fern, of emprein- 
dre L. imprimere impress, f. im-1-i-premere 
press'. So vb. mark by pressure, impress, xrv 
(em ). - OF. 

imprison put in prison, xm. - OF. emprisoner 
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(mod. -onner); see im-\ prison So Imprison¬ 
ment XIV. 

impromptu adv. and sb xvn. - F. - L. phr 
in promptu at hand, in readiness (promere; see 
prompt). 

improper xvi. - (O)F. or L.; see im-2, proper 

impropriate annex to a person or corporation, 
xvi. f. pp. stem of medL. impropridre, f. im-1 
+proprius proper; see -ate*. 

improve (trefl.) make one’s profit; turn (an 
event, etc.) to good account, turn to profit or 
advantage; now (U S.) make use of, occupy; en¬ 
hance, augment xvi; raise to a better quality or 
condition xvn. Early forms em-, improwe - AN. 
emprower, emprouer. f. OF. em-' cprou profit (:- 
late L. prode, evolved from L. prodest is of ad 
vantage), later infl. by prove. So improvement 
xv (<emprowement profitable use, profit), 

improvise compose without preparation, xix. 
- F. improviser or its source. It. improvvisare, 
f. improvviso extempore - L. improvisus un¬ 
foreseen, f. im-’ + provisus, pp. of providere pro¬ 

vide. So improvisation xvm. 
impudent timmodest xiv; unblushingly pre¬ 
sumptuous xvi - L. impudens, -ent- f im-1 
+ pudens ashamed, modest, orig prp. of pudere 
feel ashamed, shame. So impudence xiv 

impugn assail, xiv. - L. impugnare, f. im-’ 

+pugndre fight. 
impulse act of impelling; stimulation of the 

mind. xvn. - L. impulsus, f. pp. stem of impellere 
impel; cf. pulse'. So impulsive impelling to ac¬ 

tion xvi; actuated by impulse xix. - (O)F. im- 
pulsif, -ive or late L. impulsivus. 

impunity exemption from punishment xvi; 

security xvm. - L. impunitds, f. impunis un¬ 

punished, f. im-2 + poena penalty; see pain, -ity. 

impure xvi. - L.; see im-2, pure. So impurity 
xv. 

impute lay the fault of (a thing) to xiv; (theol.) 
attribute by vicarious substitution xvi. - (O)F. 
imputer - L. imputare bring into the reckoning 
or charge, f. im 1 + putare reckon, 

in' prep, marking bounds or limits within 
which OE. in =- OS., OHG (Du.. G ), Goth, in, 
ON i, rel. to L. in (older en), Gr. en(i), OIr. i n-, 
in. W. yn, Lith. (, OS1 vu(n-) IE. *en, *n. Dis¬ 
tinct in origin from in adv., which repr. (i) OE. 
in(n), used with vbs. of motion = OS., Du. in, 
OHG. in (with secondary lengthening), G. ein, 
ON . Goth, inn, (ii) OE inne, used with vbs. of 
position - OS inna, OHG. inne, ON. inni, Goth 
inna, ong. loc. 
Arising orig. from syntactical juncture of adv. 

in with a vb. are stable comps, such as inbred, 
income, incoming, ingrowing, inlay, inroad, 
many of the sbs. depending on phrasal units, as 
inlet, f. let in. In attrib. or adj use in is or has 
been variously used, as in in land, inshore, 
inside, in-patient. Cf. inner, inmost. 

in2 L. in (see prec ) with the abl. ‘in', with the 
acc. ‘into’, ‘against’, towards, for the purpose 
of’, in many phrases frequent in Eng. contexts 
from xvi onwards, as in extenso, in extremis, in 
flagrante delicto, in medias res, in memoriam, 
in situ, in toto, in vacuo. For designations of 

sizes of books, e g. in-folio, see the sbs. folio, 

etc. 

in-' repr. L in- (cf. prec ), used in combination 
mainly with vbs. and their derivs. with the 
senses ‘in, into, within, on, towards, against’; in 
earlier L. the prefix retained its n, but later this 
was assim. to /, m, r (see il-\ im-', ir-‘). In OF. 
in-, im- became en-, em- (see en-', em-') in 
inherited words, but in learned words in-, im- 
were regularly retained. 

in-2 repr. L. in-, cogn and synon. with Gr. a(n)- 
a-* and Gmc. *un- un-1, as in felix happyUnfelix 
unhappy, nocens hurtful/innocens innocent; in 
earlier L. the pref. retained its n, but iater this 
was assim. to /, m, r (see il-2, im-2, ir-2); before g 
it was reduced to i-, as in ignorare ignore. In a 
few OF words this in- became en-, e g. L. in- 
imicus, OF. enemi enemy, L. invidia, OF. envie 
envy; but most F. words containing this pref 
are of learned orig. and retain in- (il-, etc ). 

-in (chem.) modification of -ine5. 
-ina' L. fern, suffix as in reglna queen (f. reg-, rex 
king), in It. and Sp. and thence in Eng. forming 
female titles, as czarina, and in proper names, 
as Clementina', it is used for some names of 
musical instruments, as concertina, ocarina. 

-ina2 n. pi. of L. -inus -ine1 used in names of 
groups of animals. 

inadvertence lack of attention, xvi. - medL. 
inadvertentia. see in-2, advert. 

inamorato male lover, xvi. - It. tinamorato 
(now innam ), pp. of in(n)amorare = OF. en- 
amourer enamour. So inamorata female lover. 
XVII. 

inane fempty xvn; empty-headed xix. - L. 
inanis empty, vain So inanity femptiness; 
vanity, hollowness xvii; vacuity xvm 

inanimate xvi. - late L. (see in-2). 

inanition temptying of a body xiv; exhausted 
condition xvm. - late L. indnltio, on-, f. inanire, 
f. inanis, see inane and -ition. 

inasmuch in so far as, (hence) seeing that, con¬ 
sidering that. xiv. tr. OF. en tant (que), repr L. 
in tantum (ut), in2, tantum so much (n of tantus 
so great). 

inaugural xvn. - F., f. inaugurer inaugurate; 
see al1. So inaugurate admit formally to an 
office xvii; initiate formally xvm; initiate the 
public use of xix. f pp. stem of L inaugurdre 
take omens, f. in-1 + augurare augur, inaugu¬ 

ration xvi - (O)F. or late L. 
inborn fnative OE. (newly formed xvii); im¬ 
planted by nature xvi. OE. inboren, after late L. 
innatus innate; see in-1, born. 

incandescent xvm. - F. - prp. of L. incan- 
descere glow, f in-1 +candescere become white, 
f. candidus; see candid, ent. 

incantation xiv. - (O)F. - late L. incantatio, 
on-, f. incantdre chant, charm, f. in ' + cantare 
sing, chant; see -ation. 

incapable xvi. - F or late L.; see in 2 
incarcerate xvi (preceded by pp. incarcerate 
xv) f. pp. stem of medL. incarcerare, f. in-’ 

-scarcer prison; see -ate3. So incarceration 

xvi. - (O)F. or late L. 
incarnadine flesh-coloured, blood-red. xvi. - 
F incarnadin, -ine - It. incarnadino, north, var. 
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of incarnatino carnation, flesh-colour, f. in- 
carnato incarnate; see next and -ine'. Hence 
vb. xvii. 

incarnate embodied in flesh xrv; flesh- 
coloured xvi. - ecclL. incarndtus, pp of in- 
carndri be made flesh, f. in-' -t-card, earn- flesh; 
see carnal, ate*. So incarnation embodiment 
in flesh xiii (concr xvm); fflesh-colour xv. - 
(O)F. - ecclL. 

incendiary adj. and sb. xvii. - L. incendidrius, 
f. incendium burning, fire; see next and -ary. 

incense' aromatic gum burnt to produce a 
sweet smell xiii; smoke of this xrv. ME. ansens, 
encens - (O)F. encens - ecclL. incensum, sb. use 
of n. of incensus, pp. of incendere set fire to, f. 
in-' + *candere cause to glow (candere glow). 
Hence vb. xiv. 

incense3 fset on fire; inflame with wrath, xv. - 
OF. incenser, f. L. incens-, pp. stem of incendere 
(see prec.). 

incentive (something) that incites to action, 
xv. - L. incentivus that sets the tune, that pro¬ 
vokes or incites (sb. -ivum), f. incent-, var. of 
incant--, see incantation, -ive. 

inception xv. - (O)F. inception or L. inceptio, 
-on-, f. incept-, pp. stem of incipere\ see incipient, 
-tion. So inceptive xvii. 

incessant xvi. - F. incessant or late L. inces- 
sdns, -ant-, f. in-3 + cessans, prp. of cessdre cease; 
see -ant. So incessantly xv. 

incest xiii. - L. incest us, or incestum, sb. use of 
n. of incest us impure, unchaste, f. in-* 4- castus 
chaste. So incestuous xvi. - late L. 

inch* twelfth part of a foot. Late OE. ynce. corr. 
to OHG. unza, Goth, unkja - L. uncia twelfth 
part (see ounce1). 

inch3 (Sc.) small island, xv. - Gael, innis = 
(O)Ir. inis, W. ynys. 

inchoate xvi. - L. inchodtus, pp. of inchodre, 
incohdre begin; see -ate*. So inchoative xvi. - 
late L. 

incident liable to befall or occur; attaching it¬ 
self as a privilege, etc. xv. - F. incident or L. 
incidens, -ent-, prp. of incidere fall upon, happen 
to, f. in ' +cadere fall; see -ent. So sb. xv. Hence 
incidental, incidentally xvii. 

incinerate xvi. f. pp. stem of medL. incinerdre, 
f. in-' +cinis. ciner- ashes; see -ate*. So in¬ 
cineration xvi. - medL. 

incipient xvii. - L. incipiens, -ent-, prp. of in- 
cipere undertake, begin, f. in-1 + capere take, 

incipit beginning or first words of a literary 
work. xix. - L., 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of incipere 
begin (see prec.). 

incise xvi. - F. inciser, f. incis-, pp. stem of L. 
incidere, f. iN-’+ca?dere cut. So incision xv. - 
(O)F. or late L. incisive xvi. - medL. incisor 
front (cutting) tooth, xvii. - medL. 

incite xv. - (O)F. inciter - L. incitare, f. in-' 
+ citdre set in rapid motion, rouse; see cite. 

inclement tunmerciful; (of weather) not mild 
xvii. - F. or L.; see in-*, clement. 

incline bend towards a thing, forward or down¬ 
ward. xm. ME. encline - OF. encliner, these Eng. 
and F. forms survived till xvii, but forms assim. 
to the L. source inclindre finally prevailed; see 
in ', lean*. Hence sb. xvii. So inclination xrv 

(not common till xvi). - (O)F. or L. inclino¬ 
meter xix. 

inclose, inclosure see enclose. 
include shut in; comprise, xv. - L. includere, f. 
in 1 + claudere shut, close. So inclusion, in¬ 
clusive XVI. 

incognito xvii. - It. - L. incognitus unknown; 
see in-*, quaint. Abbreviated incog xvii. 

income A. fentrance, arrival xm; tfee paid on 
entering xvi; B. receipts from work, etc., rev¬ 
enue xvii. In ME. use prob. - ON. innkoma 
arrival; later, a new formation on phr. come in. 

incommensurable (math.) having no com¬ 
mon measure, xvi. f. in-* + late L. commen- 
surabilis commensurable. 

incommode xvi. - F. incommoder or L. in- 
commodore, f. incommodus inconvenient; see 
in-*, commodious. 

incomprehensible not to be circumscribed; 
not to be grasped by the understanding xrv; 
(hence) that cannot be understood xvii. - L.; see 
IN-*. 

incom(m)unicado xix. - Sp. incomunicado, f. 
in- in-* + pp. of comunicar communicate. 

incongruous xvii. - L. incongruus\ see in *. So 
incongruity xvi. 

incontinence, -ent xrv. - (O)F. or L.; see in-*, 
continence. 

incorporate put into the body of something 
xrv; combine or form into one body, adopt into 
a body xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. incorpordre-, see 
in ', corporate. So incorporation xrv. - late L. 

incorrect xv. - F. or L. So incorrigible xrv. 
See in-*, correct. 

increase become or make greater, xrv. ME. en- 
cres - AN. encres(s)-, OF. encreis(s)-, stem of en- 
creistreL. increscere. f. in-' + criscere grow; the 
prefix was assim. to L. xv. Hence sb. xrv. 

increment increase xv; amount of increase, 
profit xvii. - L. incrementum, f. stem of in¬ 
crescere-, see prec., -ment. 

incriminate charge with a crime xvm; involve 
in an accusation, inculpate xix. f. pp. stem 
of late L. incrimindre accuse, f. in-' + crimen 
charge; see crime, ate*. So incrimination 
XVII. 

incubate xvm. f. pp. stem of L. incubare, f. in-' 
+ cubare lie; see cubicle, -ate*. So incubation 
xvii. - L. incubator xix. 

incubus demon descending upon persons in 
their sleep xrv; nightmare xvi; oppressive per¬ 
son or thing xvii. - late L. incubus, earlier 
incubo, f. incubare-, see prec. 

inculcate impress (a thing) upon a person, xvi. 
f. pp. stem of L. inculcare stamp in with the heel, 
press in, f. in-' +calcare tread; see caulk, -ate*. 

inculpate accuse, blame xvm; incriminate xix. 
f. pp. stem of late L. inculpdre\ see in-1, 
culpable. 

incumbent falling as a duty or obligation xvi; 
leaning or resting with its weight xvii. - prp. of 
L. incumbere lie or lean upon, apply oneself to, f. 
in-' f *cumbere, f. nasalized stem corr. to cubare 
(cf cubicle); see -ent. The sb. use of ‘holder of 
an ecclesiastical benefice’ (xv) is peculiarly Eng. 

incunabula earliest stages or first beginnings; 
books produced in the infancy’ of printing, i.e. 
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before 1501 a.d. six - L. n. pi., swaddling-clothes, 
cradle, birthplace, infancy, origin, f. in 1 
+ cunabula, f. cunae cradle, 

incur fintr. run, fall (into): tr. run or fall into, 
become liable to. xvi. - L. incurrere, f. in-1 
-t currere run. So incursion hostile inroad xv; 
running in or against xvu. 

incus (anat.) anvil bone of the ear. xvu. - L., 
‘anvil’. 

indebted under obligation, xm. ME. an-, 
endetted, f. OF. endette, pp. of endetter involve 
in debt; see -ep1; assim. to L. (medL. indebitare; 
see debt). 

indeed in reality xiv; as a matter of fact; it is 

true, truly; (interrog.) Is it so? xvi; as int. of con¬ 

tempt or incredulity xix. ME. adv. phr. in dede, 
i.e. in’ prep., d. of deed. 

indefatigable xvi - F. tindefatigable or L. in- 
defatigabilis, see in-2, de- 3, fatigue, -able. 

indefinite xvi (first in gram ). - L.; see in-3. 

indelible xvi (indeleble). - F. indelebile or L. 
indelebilis, f. in-2 + delebilis, f. delere delete; the 
ending was assim. to -ible. 

indemnity security against contingent injury 
xv; compensation for loss xvi; legal exemption 
from liabilities incurred xvu. - (O)F. indemnity - 
late L. indemnitds, f. indemnis free from loss 
or hurt, f. in-2 + damnum: see damage, -ity. So 

indemnify xvu. 
indent make tooth-like incision in, spec, for the 
purpose of an indenture xiv; make a covenant 
xv; fcontract for xvi; engage (a servant) by con¬ 
tract, orig. in U S. and Anglo-Indian use xvm; 
make a requisition for, draw upon xix; (typogr.) 
set back from the margin xvu. - AN. endenter, 
AL. indenture, f. in' -i-dens, dent tooth. So in¬ 
denture deed with mutual covenants executed 
in two or more copies, all having their edges 
correspondingly indented xiv; indentation xvu. 
Earliest in MSc. en-, indenture - AN. endenture 
(OF. -eure), medL. indentura (also indentdtura), 
f. indentdtus, pp. of indenture. Hence as vb. xvii. 

independent xvii. f. in-1 + dependent. So in¬ 
dependence xvu. 

index pi. indexes, indices forefinger; pointer; 
guiding principle; ttable of contents; alpha¬ 
betical list of subjects appended to a book xvi; 
(math.) xvii. - L. index, pi. indices, forefinger, in¬ 
former, sign, inscription, f. in-1 + -dex, -die-, f. IE 
*deik-, dik- point out. 

India In OE. India, Indea, but the present use 
dates from xvi (prob. immed. after Sp. or Pg.). - 
L,. - Gr. India, f. Indos the river Indus - Pers. 
hind (cf. Hindu). Hence Indian adj. and sb. 
xv; pert, to America and the West Indies xvii 
(Indian rubber xvm, the earlier form for India 
rubber xix). Indies orig India with the adjacent 
islands, xvi. pi. of tIndie, Indy (xvi-xvii) - L. 
India 

indicate xvu. f. pp. stem of L. indicare declare, 
mention, f. in-1 + dicare proclaim; cf. index and 
see -ate*. So indication xvi. - F. - L. indicative 

(gram.) xvi; suggestive of xvii. - (O)F. - late L. 
indict xiv. ME. endite, later with latinized pref. 
indite, indict (xvi). - legal AN. enditer, corr. in 
form but not in sense to OF. enditier declare, 
dictate, compose, indite Rom. *indictare, f. 

indict-, pp. stem of L. indicere proclaim, impose, 
f. in-1 +dicere pronounce, utter. So indictment 
xrv 

indiction declaration or proclamation, spec, of 
the Roman emperors fixing the valuation for 
property tax at the beginning of each fiscal 
period of 15 years; the period from 1 Sept. 312 
instituted by the emperor Constantine by which 
dates were reckoned, (also) specified year in 
such a period, xiv. - L. indictio, on-, f. indicere; 
see prec. and -tion. 

indifferent A. (arch.) impartial, neutral xrv; 
without interest; neither good nor bad xvi (eu- 
phem. not very good xix); B. tnot different; un¬ 
important, immaterial xvi. - F indifferent or L. 
indifferens making no difference, of no conse¬ 
quence; see in-2, different. Hence indifference 

xvi, indifferently xrv 
indigenous xvu. f. L. indigena native (adj. and 
sb ), f. indi-, strengthened form of in-1 + -gena, f. 
*gen-, base of gignere beget, 

indigent needy xrv; fwanting, deficient xv - 
(O)F. - L. indigens, -ent-, prp. of indigere lack, f. 

indi- (cf. prec.) + egere be in want, need; see -ent. 

So indigence xiv. - (O)F or L. 
indign (arch.) unworthy, xv. - (O)F. indigne or 

L. indignus, f. in-3 + dignus worthy. So in¬ 
dignity tunworthiness; unworthy treatment, 

xvi. 

indignant xvi. - L. indigndns, -ant-, prp. of in- 
digndri regard as unworthy, f. indignus; see 
prec., -ant So indignation fdisdain; anger at 
what is considered unworthy xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

indigo blue dye obtained from plants of the 
genus Indigofera. xvi. The usual form in xvi- 
xvii was indico - Sp. - L. indicum - Gr. indikon, 
sb. use of n. of Indikos Indian. The form indigo 
(xvi), occas. tendego, is - Pg. 

indirect xv. - (O)F. or late L.; see in-2, direct. 

Hence indirection xvi. 
indiscreet twithout discernment xv; inju¬ 
dicious, unwary xvi. - L. indiscretus. So in¬ 
discretion xiv. - (O)F. or late L. 

indispensable (eccl.) that cannot be allowed 
or condoned xvi; that cannot be remitted; that 
cannot be done without xvii. - medL.; see in-2, 

DISPENSE. 
indisposed tnot in order; unfitted; fill- 
disposed xv; out of health xvi; not disposed or 
inclined xvu. Partly - F. indispose or L. in- 
dispositus disordered, unprepared; partly di 
rectly f. iN-2 + pp. of dispose. So indisposition 
funfitness xv; disordered physical state xvi. - 
F. or f. in 2+ disposition. 

indite fdictate; put into words, compose, xiv. - 
OF. endit(i)er Rom *indictare, f. in-1 + dietare 
declare, dictate Cf. indict 

individual findivisible xv (rare before xvii); 
existing as a separate entity; pert, to a single 
person or thing xvii; sb. xvu. - medL. in 
dividudlis, f. L. individuus indivisible, in 
separable, f. in-2 + dividuus divisible, f. dividere 
divide; see -al1. So individualism xix, in¬ 
dividuality XVII. 

indivisible xiv (rare before xvi). - late L. in- 
divisisibilis, see in-2, divide. 

indolent (path.) painless xvii; averse to exer 
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tion xviii. - late L. indolens, -ent-, f. iN-* + prp. of 
dolere suffer pain, give pain; see ent So in¬ 
dolence xvi - F. or L. 

indomitable funtameable xvn; not to be over¬ 
come xix. - late L. indomitabilis, f. in-2 
+ domitdre; see daunt, - able. 

indoor(s) inside a house, etc.; adj. pert, to the 
interior, xviii. See in', door. For earlier within¬ 
doors) xvi. 

indubitable xviii. - F. indubitable or L. in- 
dubitabilis, see in-2, doubt. 

induce lead to some action, etc. xiv; fintroduce; 
give rise to, lead to xv; infer xvi. - L. inducere, f. 
in-1 + ducere lead; from xrv to xviii often with en- 
after F. enduire (cf. endue). Hence inducement 
xvi. So induct (eccl.) introduce formally to a 
benefice xrv; conduct, introduce xvi. f. induct-, 
pp. stem of L. inducere. induction (eccl.) xrv; 
gen. tintroduction, initiation xvi; (logic) opp. to 
deduction xv; (electr. and magn.) xix. inductive 
inducing xvn; (logic) xvii; (electr.) xix. 

indulge treat with undeserved favour, gratify 
by compliance xvii; give free course to xvn; take 
one’s pleasure freely in xviii. - L. indulgere, of 
uncert. orig. So indulgence xrv. - (O)F. - L. 
indulgent xvi. - F. or L. indult special licence 
or privilege, xvi (first in Sc ). - F. - late L. 
indultum, sb. use of n. pp. of indulgere. 

indurate harden, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. indurdre: 
see endure, -ate*; preceded by pp. tindurate xv. 
So induration xrv. - F. or late L. 

indusium (anat.) amnion xviii; (bot.) mem¬ 
branous shield of the sorus of a fern xix. - L., 
‘tunic’, f. induere put on. 

industry fskill, dexterity xv; diligence, as¬ 
siduity; systematic labour, form or kind of this 
xvi. - (O)F. Industrie or L. industrial see -y*. So 
industrious tskilful, ingenious; painstaking, 
hardworking, xvi. industrial xvi (isolated exx. 
before xix); hence industrialism xix. 

indwell dwell in, inhabit, xrv. f. in' + dwell. 
-ine' suffix repr. F. -in, fern, -ine and its source 

L. Inus, -ina (corr. to Gr. -inos, -trie), affixed to 
nominal and some other stems with the sense ‘of 
or pert, to’, ‘of the nature of’, as caninus canine, 
divinus divine', genuinus genuine, sometimes 
in comb, with another suffix, as in clandestinus 
clandestine. In the terminology of nat. hist, -ine 
is used freely in adjs. formed on generic names, 
as accipitrine, passerine, after bovine, equine. 

-ine2 suffix forming adjs., repr. F. -in, fern, -ine, 
or its source L. -inus, -ina (corr. to Gr. -inos, -ine), 
having in the Rom. langs. and in Eng. the same 
form and sense as -ine1. 

-ine* suffix of fern, sbs., repr. F. -ine, L. ina, 
Gr. -ine, as in Gr. herotne, L. heroina, F. heroine 
heroine (the only survival in Eng ). 

-ine* suffix repr. F. ine ( in) or L -ina ( inus), in 
orig. identical with -ine', used in abstr. for¬ 
mations on vbs. and agent-nouns, as doctrina 
doctrine, ruina ruin, and concr. sbs. on other 
stems, asfascina fascine. The adjs. in -inus, ina 
were used also sb., as in concubina concubine, 

consobrinus cousin. Some are anglicized with 
■in, as ruin. 
In techn. and commercial use this suffix has a 

vague application and forms names of textile 

materials, natural and artificial substances, 
etc., as brilliantine, dentine, grenadine, 
nectarine. 

-ine® suffix of chem. terms, in origin a variation 
of -ine4, in such names as gelatine (now super¬ 
seded by gelatin exc. in pop. use), and those of 
the four elements bromine, chlorine, fluorine, 
iodine. 

inebriate xv. f. inebriate ppl. adj. (xv) or pp. of 
L. inebridre, f. in-1 + ebriare intoxicate, f. ebrius 
drunk; see -ate*. 

ineffable xv. - F ineffable or L. ineffabilis, f. 
in-2 + effdbilis, f. effdri speak out, f. EF-4/dri; cf. 
FAME, -ABLE. 

ineluctable inescapable, xvn. - L., f. in-2 

4 eluctari struggle out. 
inept t(leg.) void xvi; (arch.) unsuited, in¬ 
appropriate; foolish xvn. - L. ineptus, f. in-2 

4 aptus APT. 
inequality xv. - OF. or L.; see in-2, equality. 
inequity xvi. f. in-2 4 equity. 
inert inactive, inanimate xvii; sluggish xviii. - 
L. iners, inert- unskilled, inactive, f. in-' 4 ars 
skill, art. So inertia xviii. - L.; see -ia'. 

inestimable too great to be estimated xiv, 
priceless xvi. - (O)F. - L.; see in-2. 

inevitable xv. - L., f. in-2 4 evitdbilis, f. evitare, 
f. E- 4 vitdre avoid; see -able. 

inexorable xvi. - F. inexorable or L. in- 
exordbilis, f. in-2 4 exorabilis, f. exorare, f. ex-' 
4 or are pray; see -able. 

infallible xv. - F. infaillible or medL. in- 
fallibilis; see in-2, fallible. So infallibility 
xvn. 

infamous xrv. - medL. infamosus, for L. in- 
famis: see in-2, famous. So infamy xv. - (O)F. 
infant xrv. ME. enfaunt (with early assim. to 
L.) - (O)F. enfant L. infans, -ant-, sb. use of 
infdns unable to speak, f. in-2 4 prp. offari speak; 
see fame, -ant. So infancy xv. - L. infantia 
infantile xvn. - F. or L. infantry xvi. - F. in- 
fanterie - It. infanteria, f. infante youth, 
foot-soldier. 

infatuate fturn (a thing) to folly; make foolish, 
possess with an extravagant passion, xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. infatudre, f. in-' 4fatuus fatuous; see 
-ATE*. 

infect affect with disease; taint, deprave xiv; i m- 
bue, esp. injuriously xv; tdye, stain xv. f. infect-, 
pp. stem of L. inficere dip in, stain, taint, spoil, f. 
in-'4facere put, do’. So infection xrv. - (O)F. 
or late L. Hence infectious xvi. infective xiv. - 
medL. 

infer fbring about, induce; fbring in, introduce; 
draw as a conclusion; imply, xvi. - L. inferre 
bear or bring in, in medL. infer, f. in-1 4ferre 
bear2. So inference xvi. - medL. inferentia. 

inferior lower xv (in physical sense now 
chiefly techn ); of lower or low degree xvi; sb. 
xvi - L., compar. of inferus low; see under, -ior. 

infernal pert, to hell xiv. - (O)F - ChrL. in- 
fernalis, f. infernus, parallel to inferus: see -al'. 

infest tattack, assail xv; trouble with hostile 
attacks, swarm in xvii. - (O)F. infester or L. in- 
festare, f. infestus hostile, unsafe, 
infidel non-Christian xv; professed unbeliever 
xvi - F. infidele or L. infidelis unfaithful, (eccl.) 
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unbelieving, f. w-'+fidelis faithful, f. fides 
faith. So Infidelity xvi. 

infiltrate xvm. f. in-' + filtrate. So in¬ 
filtration xvm. 

infinite (arch.) unlimited in number xrv; 
having no limit or end xv. - L. irffinltus; see 
in-1, finite. So infinitesimal reciprocal of an 
infinite quantity; indefinitely small, xvm. f. 
modL. infinites imus, f. L. infinitus, after centesi- 
mus hundredth, infinitive (gram.), xvi. - L. in- 
finitivus, f. in-* + finitivus definite, infinitude 
xvn. f. L. infinities, infinity xrv. - (0)F. - L. 

infirm tweak, unsound xrv; not firm, irresolute 
xvi; weak through age or illness xvn. - L. in- 
firmus; see in ’, firm1. So infirmary xvn. - 
medL. irffir maria. infirmity xrv. - L.; cf. F. 
infirmite 

infix (philol.) element inserted in the body of 
a word. xix. After prefix, suffix; see in-1, fix. 

inflame (lit. and fig.) xrv. ME. inflaume, 
-flamme - (0)F. enflammer L. inflammdre, f. 
in-1 +flamma flame. So inflammation xvi. - 
L. 

inflate xvi. f. pp. tinflate (xv) - L. infldtus, pp. 
of infidre, f. in-1 +flare blow1. So inflation xrv. - 
L. 

inflect bend xv; (gram.) vary the termination of 
xvn; modulate the tone of xix. - L. inflectere, f. 
in-1 + flectere bend, inflection, inflexion bend¬ 
ing, curvature xvi; modulation of voice xvi; 
(gram.) modification of form in declension, etc. 
xvn. - (0)F. or L. (see flexion). 

inflexible xrv. - L.; see in-’, flexible. 
inflict xvi. f. inflict-, pp. stem of L. infligere, f. 
in-1 + fligere strike. So infliction xvi. - late L. 

inflorescence xvi. - modL. inflorescentia, f. 
late L. infldrescere come into flower; see in-1, 
FLORESCENCE. 

influence (astrol.) emanation of ethereal fluid 
from the heavens affecting mankind xiv; fin- 
fusion of power; finflux xv; insensible action of 
one on another xvi; power of ascendancy over. - 
(O)F. influence or medL. influentia (whence also 
It. influenza), f. prp. of L. influere flow in, f. in-1 
+fluere flow; see -ence. Hence vb. xvn. So in¬ 
fluential xvi. f. medL. influentia. 

influenza xvm. - It. influenza influence, used 
spec, for visitation or outbreak of an epidemic 
(e.g. influenza di catarro, influenza di febbre 
scarlattina), hence absol. epidemic, 

influx xvii. - F. influx or late L. influxus, f. in¬ 
fluere flow in; see in-1. 
inform fgive form to; give a character to, 
imbue, inspire; furnish with knowledge xiv. 
ME. enfo(u)rme - OF. enfo(u)rmer (mod. in 
former) - L. informbre shape, form an idea of, 
describe; see in ’, form. So informant xvn, in¬ 
formation xrv. 

infra- pref. repr. L. infra adv. and prep, below, 
underneath, found occas. in comps, in late and 
medL., e g. infrhforeanus situated beneath the 
forum, infrbmuranus lying within the walls, on 
the model of which are made formations such as 
infra-axillary below the axilla, inframammary 
below the breasts; it is extended to denotation 
of a condition, as in infrabestial below (that of) 
the beasts; it is attrib. or adverbial in infra¬ 

position, etc.; infralapsarian (theol ) pert, to 
the view that God’s election of some was conse¬ 
quent to his prescience of the Fall of Man xvm. 
f. L. lapsus fall, lapse, infra-red, applied to the 
rays that lie beyond the red end of the spectrum 
xrx. 

infraction xvii. - L. infractio, on-, f. infract-, 
pp. stem of infringere infringe. 

infra dig. xix. abbrev. of L. infra dignitatem 
beneath (one’s) dignity. 

infringe xvi. - L. infringere, f. in-'+frangere 
break. 

infuse pour in xv; instil; steep xvi. f. inf us-, pp. 
stem of L. inf under e, f. in-1 + fundere pour. So 
infusion xv; concr. xvi. - (O)F or L. 

infusoria (zool.) class of protozoa, so called 
because found in infusions of decaying matter, 
xvm. sb. use of n. pi. of modL *infusdrius, f. 

infus-, see prec. and ia*, -orious. 

-mg' suffix forming derivs. orig. of vbs., pri¬ 
marily nouns of action, but subsequently de¬ 
veloped in application and meaning in various 
ways: OE. -ung and -ing (which superseded the 
more frequent -ung in early ME.) = OS. -unga, 
MLG , MDu -inge, Du -ing, OHG. -unga (G. 
-ung), ON. -ung, -ing. In OE. the earliest and 
commonest use of the suffix is in formations 
from weak vbs., e.g. dcsung asking (f. dcsian 
ask), fed ing (f. fedan feed), macung (f. macian 
do, make). Extension to str. vbs. began in OE., 
e.g. brecung breaking, eting eating, hleapung 
leaping; and before 1200 the suffix was used with 
verbs of any class, whether naitive or adopted. 
Formation on advs. is typified by inning, offing, 
outing. 
In OE. itself was developed the notion of a com¬ 

pleted action or process or the result of this, 
(whence) habit, art, e.g. bletsung, -ing blessing, 
benediction, gaderung collection, assembly, 
leornung learning, study; transference to con¬ 
crete or material accompaniment or product of 
a process followed, as in bedding bed-clothes, 
eardung dwelling, offrung sacrifice. The exist¬ 
ence of a parallel sb. of the same form as the vb. 
(as in clothes!clothing) has led to the creation 
of -ing-forms without a corresponding verb, as 
coping, scaffolding, tubing. Individualized use, 
with consequent pluralization, began early and 
became prominent in later periods, e.g. a long 
sitting, three sittings; a bad beginning but a 
happy ending; an outing, frequent outings. In 
some plurals the concr. use appears almost 
exclusively, e.g. earnings, leavings, trappings. 
evening and morning are special formations. 
b. The outstanding development of the verbal 

sb. in -ing is its use as a gerund, so that it may 
be qualified by adjs. and advs. and may take an 
object and a predicative noun or adj., e.g. the 
habit of rising early, engaged in building a 
house\ (with an object and predicated pp.) after 
having written a letter. The germ of such con¬ 
structions may be seen in such OE. comps, as 
adswerung swearing of oaths, feaxfallung 
falling-out of hair, mynsterclaensung purifica¬ 
tion of a church, where the first el. is a sb. in 
subjective, objective, or adverbial relation, or 
an adverb, and in such constructions as oftraed- 



-ing 236 in-law 

lice rxdinga hdligra boca frequent readings of 
holy books (objective genitive). The attrib. use 
of the gerund, as in breeding place, dancing 
lesson, living room, thanksgiving day, winning 
post, has its antecedent models in the earliest 
periods; eg. OE. cenningstow birthplace, 
huntingspere hunting-spear, ME. gretinng word 
salutation. 

-ing* suffix of the prp., ME. alt. of OE. -ende, later 
-inde, in late Nhb. -ande (after ON.) = OS. -and 
(Du. -end), OHG. -anti, -enti, -onti (G -end), ON. 
-andi, Goth, -ands, corr. to L. -ant- -ant, -ent- 
-ent, Gr. -ont-, Skr. -ant-. The forms -inde, -ende 
continued in the Kentish area till xrv, but from 
the end of xn there was a general tendency to 
assim. -inde to -ing1 Several words of ppl. orig. 
or nature are used only or mainly as a^js., e g. 
strapping, unavailing, willing, others (mostly 
of F. orig.) are preps., viz. concerning, during, 
pending. 

As a morphological feature the prp. enters into 
the formation of the tenses with the verb be, 
variously known as progressive, continuous, in¬ 
definite: e g. I am coming, They were fighting, 
the use is found in the earliest OE. 

-Ing* suffix forming masc. sbs. based on sbs. or 
adUs. with the sense ‘one belonging to or of the 
kind of. . ’, 'possessing the qualities of.. ’, as a 
patronymic ‘one descended from . . OE. -ing 
(corr. to OHG. ing, ON. -ingr, -ungr) as in: cyn- 
ing king, fiyming fugitive, lytling little one; 
patronymics, as /Ebelwulfingj Wodening son of 
/Ethelwulf/Woden; names of coins, pending, 
penning penny, sailing shilling; fractional 
parts, feording farthing, thriding riding (of 
ON. orig.). Other words, of various ages from 
OE. onwards, are chiefly names of animals and 
fruits, as bunting, gelding (of ON. orig.), herring 
(OE ), sweeting, whiting (OE.). 

ingeminate utter twice, reiterate xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. ingemindre redouble, repeat, f. in-' 

+gemindre geminate. 

ingenious fof high intellectual capacity xv; 

skilful in invention xvi; fused for ingenuous 

xvi. - F. ingenieux or L. ingemosus, f. ingenium 
natural quality, genius; see -ious. 

ingenue artless (young) woman, xix. - F , fern, 
of ingenu - L. ingenuus (see next), 

ingenuous fnoble-minded; honourably 
straightforward xvi; free-born xvii. f. L. in 
genuus native, free born, noble, frank, f. in-1 
+ *gen-, base of gignere beget; see kin, -uous. 
So ingenuity A. ffree-born condition; fnobility 
of character; ingenuousness (now rare); B. 
fintellectual capacity xvi; skill in contriving 
xvii. - L. ingenuitas. The uses of branch B are 
peculiarly Eng. and depend on confusion with 
ingenious in xvi-xvii. 

ingle (Sc., etc.) fire, flame, hearth, xvi. of ob¬ 
scure orig.; perh. - Gael, aingeal fire, light 

ingot fmould in which metal is cast xiv; mass of 
cast metal xv. orig. obscure; form and meaning 
suggest deriv from in' and OE. goten, pp. of 
geotan pour, cast in metal (see found1). 

ingrained xvi. var. of engrained', see engrain. 

ingratiate fbring into favour; refl., get oneself 

into favour, xvn. f. L. phr. in gratiam into favour 
(see grace) + -ate*. 

ingredient xv. - prp. of L ingredi enter, f. in-1 
+ gradi step, go; see grade, -ent. 

ingress xv. - L. ingressus, f. pp. stem of ingredi, 
see prec. 

inguinal pert to the groin, xvii. - L. inguinalis, 
f. inguen, inguin- (swelling in the) groin, see 
-AL*. 

ingurgitate swallow greedily, xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. ingurgitare, f. in-1 +gurges, gurgit- whirl¬ 
pool, gulf. So ingurgitation xvi. 

inhabit xiv. ME. en-, inhabite - OF. enhabiter 
or L. inhabitdre, f. in-1 + habitare (see habit). 

inhale xvm. - L. inhdldre, f. is-'+hdlare 
breathe. So inhalation xvii. - medL. 

inhere exist as an attribute in xvi; fremain 
fixed in xvii. - L. inhxrere, f. in-’ + hxrere stick. 
So inherent xvi. 

inherit fmake heir; take or receive as heir. xrv. 
ME. en{h)erite - OF enheriter, f. en-' + heriter 
late L. hereditare, f. heres, he red- heir. So in 
heritance xiv. - AN inheritor xv, inheritrix 
xvi. 

inhibit (eccl. law) forbid, interdict xv; restrain 
xvi. f. inhibit-, pp. stem of L. inhibere hold in, 
hinder, f. in 1 + habere have, hold. So inhibition 
xiv. - OF. or L. 

inhuman, inhumane xv. - F or L.; see in-*, 
human, humane. So inhumanity xv. 

inhume bury. xvii. - L. inhumare, f. in-1 
+ humus ground. So inhumation xvii. - F. 

inimical xvii. - late L. inimicalis, f. inimicus-. 
See ENEMY, -AL1. 

iniquity xiv. - OF. iniquite - L. iniquitds, f. 
iniquus, f. in-2 + xquus just, righteous (see 
equity). 

initial pert, to a or the beginning, xvi. - L. 
initialis, f. initium beginning, f. init-, pp stem of 
inire enter upon, begin, f. in-' +'ire go, rel. to 
Skr. eti, Gr. eimv, see -al1. So initiate xvii. 
initiation xvi. - L initiative sb. xvm. - F. 
initiatory xvn. 

inject xvn. f. inject-, pp. stem of L. inicere throw 
in, f. in-1 +jacere throw, rel. to Gr hienai. So 
injection xvi. - F. or L. 

Injun colloq. and dial. U.S. form of Indian, xvii 
{Ingin, Engiane, later Indjon). 

injunction xvi. - late L. injunctio, -on-, f 
injunct-, pp. stem of injungere enjoin; see -tion. 
So injunctive xvii. 

injury wrongful action xiv; loss, damage xv; 
tinsult, affront xvi. - AN. injurie (mod. injure 
insult) - L. injuria, sb. use of fern, of injurius 
unjust, wrongful, f. in * +jus, jur- right; see -y*. 

Hence injure xvi. So injurious xv. - F. or L. 
ink xm. ME. enke, later inc(k), inke - OF. enque 
(mod. encre) late L. encau{s)tum - Gr. eg- 
kauston purple ink used by Gr. and Rom. em¬ 
perors for their signatures, f. egkaiein burn in. 
Comp, inkhorn vessel (orig. a horn) for holding 
ink xrv; i. term, learned or literary word xvi. 
Hence ink vb., inky xvi. 

inkling faint mention or report xiv; hint xvi. f. 
ME. inkle utter in an undertone (of unkn. orig.) 
+ -ING1. 

in-law xix. sb. use of phr. denoting connection 
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by marriage, e g brother-in-law (xm), father- 
in-law (xiv); after AN. en ley, OF. en loi (de 
mariage) ‘in law (of marriage)’; also used of 
step-relationship. 

inlet small arm of the sea, creek xvi; (arch.) 
admission xvii. f. phr. let in (let’). 

inly (arch.) inwardly; closely, fully. OE. m(n) 
lice, f. inn in1 (adv.) + -LY*. 

inmate tlodger, subtenant; (fellow) occupier or 
occupant, xvi. prob. orig. f. inn dwelling (later 
assoc, with in’) + mate1. 

inmost xrv. Earlier ME. inmest, in(ne)mast 
OE. innemest, f. in, inne in1; see -most. 

inn tdwelling-place OE.; hostelry, hotel; 
lodging-house for (university or law) students 
xrv. OE. inn, f. base of inne in'; cf. ON. inni. 

innards see inward 
innate xv. - L. innatus, pp. of innascl (see in-', 
native). 

inner OE. innerir)a, in(n)ra = OHG. innaro, 
-ero (G. innere), ON. innri, idri\ compar. f. in’ 
(adv.); see -er3. Hence innermost xv. 

innings xvm. f. in’ adv. + pi. of -ing1; invariable 
for sg. and pi. in Eng. use; in U S. a sg. inning is 
current. 

innocent free from wrong, sin, or guilt xiv; not 
injurious xvn. Also sb. xiv - (O)F. innocent or 
L. innocens, -ent-, f. in-3 + nocens, prp. of nocere 
hurt, injure; see -ent. So innocence xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. innocuous xvi. f. L. innocuus. 

innovate trenew. -{-introduce as new; bring in 
something new. xvi. f. pp stem of L. innovare 
renew, alter, f. in-1 + novdre make new, f. novus 
new; see -ate3. So innovation xvi. - L. 

innuendo -{-parenthetical explanation or speci 
fication; oblique hint or suggestion, xvn. - L., ‘by 
nodding, pointing to, intimating’, abl. gerund of 
innuere nod to, signify, f. in-1 + nuere nod. 

inoculate set in (a bud or scion), bud (a plant) 
xv; implant (a disease); impregnate with the 
virus of a disease xvm. f. pp stem of L. inoculare 
engraft, implant, f. in-1 + oculus eye, bud; see 
-ATE3. 

inordinate irregular; immoderate, xiv. - L. in- 
ordindtus, f. in-2 cordinatus, pp. of ordinare 
ordain; see -ate3. 

inquest legal inquiry xm; jury, esp. coroner’s 
jury xiv. ME. enqueste - OF. Rom. *inquesta, 
sb. use of fern, of pp. of *inquaerere, see next, 

inquire, enquire ask about xm; seek in 
formation xiv. ME enquere - OF. enquerre(mod 
new formation enquerir)Rom. *inquaerere. for 
L. inquirere, f. in-1 + quaerere ask Assim. to L. in 
xv. Hence inquiry investigation xv; in¬ 
terrogation xvi. 

inquisition inquiry, investigation; judicial 
inquiry xiv; (R.C.Ch.) ecclesiastical tnbunal (the 
Holy Office) xvi. - (O)F. - L. inquisltio, on- (legal) 
examination, f. inquisit-, pp. stem of inquirere 
inquire; see -ition. So inquisitive xiv. - OF. 
- late L inquisitor xvi. 

inroad hostile incursion, raid. xvi. f. in1 + road 

in theetym. sense of ‘nding’. 
insane xvi. - L. insdnus, f. in-2 + sanies sane. So 
insanity xvi. 

inscribe write in or on; (geom.) delineate within 
a figure xvi; enrol; mark with characters xvn. - 

L. inscribere, f. in 1 + scribere write So in¬ 
scription xrv. 

inscrutable xv. - late L. inscrutabilis, f. in-3 

+ scrutarl, see scrutiny, -able. 

insect xvn. - L. insectum, sb. use of n of pp. of 
insecure cut into or up. f. en-1 + secare cut. 

insert set or put in. xvi. f. insert-, pp. stem of L. 
inserere, f. in-1 +serere plant, join, put into (see 
sow3). So insertion xvi. - late L. 

inset leaf or sheet inserted xix. f. pp. inset, i.e. set 
in, see in', set1 

inside inner side or surface xvi; adj. xvn; adv. 
xix; prep. xvm. f. en1 + side. 

insidious xvi. - L. insidiosus, f. insidiaeambush, 
trick, rel. to insidere sit in or upon, be settled, f. 
in-1 -i sedere sit; see -ious 

insight -{mental vision or perception xii; pene¬ 
tration by the understanding into xvi. prob of 
Scand. and LG. orig.; comp, of in' and sight. 

insignia xvii. - L.. pi. of insigne sign, badge of 
office, sb. use of n. of insignis distinguished (as 
by a mark), f. in-1 + signum sign; see -ia3. 

insinuate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. insinuare, f in-1 

+ sinudre curve, f. sinus curve, see -ate3. So in¬ 
sinuation xvi. - L. 

insipid tasteless, xvn. - F. insipide or late L. 
insipidus, f. in* + sapidus sapid. Hence or - F 
insipidity xvii. 

insist -{-continue steadfastly m; dwell em¬ 
phatically on, xvi. - L. insistere stand upon, per 
sist, f. in-3 + sistere stand. 

insolation exposure to the sun. xvii. - L. in 
solatio, on-, f. insolare, f. in-1-t-sol sun; see 
-ATION. 

insolent fhaughty, arrogant xiv; con¬ 
temptuous of dignity or authority xvii. - L. in- 
solens, -ent- unusual, excessive, arrogant, f. 
in-2 4 prp of solere be accustomed; see ent. So 
insolence xiv. 

insoluble tindissoluble xiv; that cannot be 

solved xiv; that cannot be dissolved in liquid 

xvm. - (O)F. or L.; see in-2, soluble 

insomnia xvm - L., f. insomnis sleepless (f. 
in-3 -t- somnus sleep) 4- -ia1 . 

insomuch xiv. tr. OF. en tant (que); at first 
alternative to inasmuch, but later differentiated 

insouciant xix. - F., f. in-* + souciant, prp. of 
soucier care L. sollicitare disturb, agitate, 

inspect xvn. f. inspect, pp. stem of L. inspicere, 
f. in 1 + specere look; or - L. frequent, inspectare. 
So inspection xrv - (O)F. - L inspector xvii - 

L. 
inspire infuse into the mind; impart or suggest 
by divine agency; tbreathe xiv; breathe in xvi. - 
(O)F. inspirer - L inspirare, f. in-1 4-spirare 
breathe So inspiration xiv. - (O)F. - late L. 

inspissate thicken, xvii f. pp. stem of late L. 
inspissare, f. in in '4-spissus thick, dense; see 

ate3. So inspissation xvii 
install invest with or place in an office, orig. by 
placing in an official stall xvi; (after F.) to place 
in position xix - medL. installare, f. in-1 

4- stallum stall1; cf. (O)F. installer. So in¬ 
stallation xvii - medL. Hence instalment1 
U.S. install- installation xvi. 

instalment2, U S. install- tarrangement for 
payment; agreed part of a sum to be paid xvm; 
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part supplied at a certain time xix alt. (prob. by 
assoc, with prec) of earlier installment - AN. 
es tale meat, f. estaler fix; see stall1, -ment 

instance urgency, urgent action (now in phr at 
the instance of) xrv; tease adduced in objection; 
example in support of a general proposition xvi; 
process, suit (court offirst if, hence in the first i. 
as the first step xvii. - (O)F. instance eagerness, 
solicitation, judicial process, new argument - L. 
instantia presence, urgency, pleading or 
process, in scholL objection, example to the 
contrary, f. instans, ant- instant. Hence vb. 
turge xv; cite as an instance xvii. 

instant urgent xv; present (of time); of the cur 
rent month; imminent, immediate xvi. - (O)F. 
instant assiduous, at hand - L. instans, -ant-, 
prp. of instare be present or at hand, urge, f. 
in-' + stare stand. As sb. point of time, moment 
xv; after medL Hence instantly furgently; 
tjust now xv; forthwith xvi. So instantaneous 
xvii. f. medL. instantaneus 

instate establish in a position, xvii. f. in' 

+ state sb. 
instead in the place or room (of another), as 
deputy or successor xm; in its stead, as a sub¬ 
stitute xvii. phr. in (the) stead of (see stead), 

after OF en (now au) lieu de. 
instep xvi. app. f. in' and step. 

instigate spur or urge on. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
instigdre, f. in-' +stigare prick, incite; see -ate®. 

So instigation xv. - F. or L. 
instil put in by drops; infuse gradually, xvi. - 
L instillare, f in-' + stilldre, f. stilla drop, 

instinct fimpulse xv; innate impulse or pro¬ 
pensity, intuition xvi. - L. instinctus instigation, 
impulse, f. instinct-, pp. stem of instinguere 
incite, impel, f. in-' + stinguere prick. So in¬ 
stinct pp. tinnate xvi; fimpelled xvii; imbued 
with xviii. - L. instinctus pp. instinctive, in¬ 
stinctively XVII. 

institute fpurpose; established usage; prin¬ 
ciple^) or element(s) of instruction xvi; (after 
F.) society to promote an object; building used 
for this xix. - L. institutum design, ordinance, 
precept, sb. use of n. of pp. of instituere establish, 
ordain, teach, f. in-' +statuere set up. So vb. set 
up. found xv; establish in an office, esp. eccl. 
xvi. f. pp. stem of instituere. institution 
establishment, esp. eccl. in a benefice xrv; 
established law, etc. xvi; establishment or or¬ 
ganization for the promotion of an object xvm. - 
(O)F. - L. institutional xvii. 

instruct impart knowledge to xv; direct, com¬ 
mand xvi; tput in order xvii. f. instruct-, pp. stem 
of L. instruere set up, fit out, teach, f. in-' 

+ struere pile up, build So instruction xv. - 
(O)F. - late L. instructive xvii. instructor 
xv. - F. -eur. 

instrument tool, implement xiii (earliest of 
a musical instrument); something used by an 
agent; means xrv; legal document xv. - (O)F. - 
L. instrumentum, f. instruere-, see prec. and 
-ment. So instrumental serving as instrument 
or means xiv; of music composed for in¬ 
struments xvi (whence instrumentalist xix); 
(gram.) xix. instrumentation composition of 

music for instruments xix instrumentality 
XVII. 

insular pert, to an island xvn; characteristic of 
islanders, as being narrow or prejudiced xvm. - 
late L. insularis, f. insula island; see ar. So in¬ 
sulate convert into an island xvi; detach, iso¬ 
late (also electr.) xvm. insulator xix. 

insulin hormone extracted from the islets of 
Langerhans in the pancreas of animals, xx. f. L. 
insula island; see -in'. 

insult tglory or triumph over xvi; treat with 
scornful abuse or disrespect xvii. - L. insultare, 
f. in-' +saltare, iterative-intensive f. salire leap, 
jump. So insult (arch.) attack; affront, xvii. - F. 
insulte or - ecclL. insultus. 

insuperable funconquerable xrv; un- 
surmountable xvn. - OF. or L.; see in1, 
superable. 

insure xv. var. of ensure, with substitution of 
in-' for en-', established in the sense of securing 
payment on death or damage (xvii). So in¬ 
surance xvn. 

insurgent one who rises in active revolt. 
xviii. - F. iinsurgent - L. insurgens, -ent-, prp. of 
insurgere rise up; see in ', surge, -ent. So in¬ 
surrection xv. - (O)F. - late L., f. insurrect-, pp. 
stem of insurgere. 

intact untouched, unblemished, xv. - L. 
intactus, f. in-1 + tactus, pp. of tangere touch. 

intaglio figure incised or engraved; incised 
gem. xvii. - It., f. intagliare engrave, f. in-' 
+ tagliare cut. 

intake f. phr. take in\ see take, in'. 
integer xvi. - L. integer intact, entire. So in¬ 
tegral making up a whole, made up of parts xvi; 
(math.) xvm. - late L. integralis. integrate xvn. 
f. pp. stem of L. integrare. integration xvn. - L. 
integrity xv. - F. or L. 

integument covering, coating, xvn. - L. in- 
tegumentum, f. integere cover; see in', 
TEGUMENT. 

intellect xiv. - (O)F. intellect or L. intellectus 
perception, discernment, sense, f. pp. stem of 
intellegere-, see below. So intellection under¬ 
standing xvn - L. intellectual xiv (whence 
-ism xix, -ist xvii). - L. intellectuality xvn. - 
late L. intelligent xvi. - prp. of L. intellegere, 
-ligere lit. choose among, f. inter- + legere 
gather, choose. (So intelligence xiv. - (O)F. - 
L.; hence intelligencer xvi). intelligentsia 
xx. - Russ, intelligentsia - Pol. inteligiencja - 
L. intellegentia. intelligible xiv. 

intemperate xv. - L. intemperdtus\ see 
in-*, temperate So intemperance xv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

intend direct the mind or attention xiv; design 
for a purpose xvi. ME. entende, in- - (O)F. en¬ 
tendre, fintendre - L. intendere extend, direct, 
intend, f. in-' + tendere stretch, tend1 So in¬ 
tended purposed, designed xvi; sb. intended 
spouse xvm. intendment tunderstanding, 
meaning xiv; (leg.) xvi.- (O)F. entendement. 
intense xiv. - (O)F. intens(e) or L. intensus 
stretched, tight, violent, pp. of intendere-, hence 
intensify xix. intension tension, intentness, 
intensity xvii; internal content of a concept xix. 
intensive fintense xvi; relating of or pert, to 
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intensity; intensifying xvii intent' intention 
xra; end proposed xrv (obs. exc. in phr. to all 
intents xvi). ME. entent - OF. entent L. 
intentus, and entente - (O)F. entente Rom. *in- 
tenta, f. pp. of L. intendere. intent* earnestly 
attentive or bent upon. xvii. - L. intentus, pp. of 
intendere. intention funderstanding; fmean¬ 
ing, import; purpose xiv; (logic) direction of the 
mind to an object, conception xvi; (theol.) xvii. 

ME. entencion - OF. entencion (mod. intention) - 
L. intentional xvi. - F. or mecLL. 

inter bury. xrv. ME. enterire) - (O)F. enterrer - 
Rom. *interrdre, f. in-' + terra earth. Hence in¬ 
terment xrv. 

inter- L. prep, ‘between’, ‘among’, repr. in F. 
by entre- (see enter ), used as a prefix with the 
senses: (1) between, in between, in the midst, 
as in INTERCALARY, INTERPOSE, INTERVENE; (2) at 
intervals, as in intermit, (3) with preventive or 
destructive effect, as in intercept. The earliest 
adoptions of such words in Eng. came through 
F. forms with entre-, but in xvi remodelling of 
these forms on the L. inter- began, and at the 
same time the use of the prefix was widely ex¬ 
tended. Meanwhile the prefix had acquired a 
mutual or reciprocal sense, as in interdepen¬ 

dence, intermarriage, interplay. The other large 
group of comps, in which inter- has become 
a living formative is that in which it governs 
prepositionally (with the senses ‘between’, 
‘among’, and ‘forming a link between’) the 
sb. implied in the radical part of the comp., 
as in interalveolar, intercollegiate, inter¬ 
denominational, international, intervocalic. 
The prefix enters freely into combination with 
sbs. to form attrib. phrases, as in inter-county 
match. 

intercalary inserted at intervals (in the calen¬ 
dar) xvii; intervening xvm. - L. intercalari(u)s, 
f. intercalare proclaim the insertion of a day, 
etc., in the calendar, from pp. stem of which is 
intercalate xvii; so intercalation xvi (- F. or 
L.). 

intercede fcome between xvi; intervene on be¬ 
half of another xvii. - (O)F., or L. intercedes, f. 
inter- + cedere go. So intercession xvi. in¬ 
tercessor xv. - L.; hence intercessory xvi. 

intercept xvi. f. intercept-, pp. stem of L. 
intercipere, f. inter- + capere take, seize. So 
interception xvi. - F. or L. 

interchange vb. xrv. ME. enterchaunge - OF 
entrechangier, see inter-, change. Hence as sb. 

xvi. So interchangeable (whence -ably) xiv. - 
OF. 

intercommunicate xvi. - AL; see inter , 

COMMUNICATE. 

intercourse mutual dealings xv; social or 
spiritual communication xvi. Earlier en 
tercourse - (O)F. entrecours - L. intercursus, f. 
intercurrere run between or among, intervene; 
see INTER-, COURSE. 

interdict (eccl.) sentence debarring the faithful 
from church functions and privileges xm; 
authoritative prohibition or decree xvii. 

ME. entredit - OF. - L. interdictum (to which 
the Eng. word was assim. xvi), sb. use of n. of 

pp. of interdicere interpose by speech, forbid by 
decree, f. inter- + dicere say. Hence vb. xra 

interest A. (legal) concern or right in xv; ad¬ 
vantageous or detrimental relation xvi; matter 
in which persons are concerned xvii; feeling of 
one concerned xvm; B. tinjury, damages; 
money paid for use of money lent xvi. Late ME. 
alt. of tinteresse, fent(e)resse, partly by addition 
of parasitic t, partly by assoc, with OF. interest 
damage, loss (mod. interet), app. sb. use of L. 
interest it makes a difference, concerns, 3rd 
pers. sg. pres, ind of interesse differ, be of im¬ 
portance, f. inter- + esse be (the history is, how¬ 
ever, obscure). So interest vb. invest with a title 
or share; cause to have or take an interest xvii; 

affect with a feeling of concern xvm. Ait. of tin- 
teress vb. xvi. - F. interesser tdamage, concern, 
interesting timportant; apt to excite interest, 
xvm. 

interfere (of horse) knock one leg against an¬ 
other xvi; collide, come into opposition, in¬ 
termeddle with xvii; intervene xvm. - OF. (refl.) 
s'entreferir strike each other, f. entre- inter- 

yferir L. ferire strike. Hence interference 
xvm, interferometer xix. 

interim (arch.) meanwhile; intervening time, 
interval of time. xvi. - L., ‘in the meantime’, f. 
inter- + advb. suffix -im. 

interior situated (more) within, xv. - L., 
compar. adj. f. inter within, 

interjection ejaculation xv; (gram.) xvi. - 
(O)F. - L. interjectio, on-, f. interject-, pp. stem 
of intericere interpose, f. inter- +jacere throw. 
So interject xvi. 

interlace xiv. - OF. entre lacier, see inter-, lace 

vb. 
interlard tpass. have alternate layers of fat 
and lean; diversify by intermixture, xvi. Earlier 
enter- - (O)F. entrelarder, f. entre- inter- + larder 
lard vb. 

interleave vb. xvii. f. inter + leaf, pi. leaves. 
Hence interleaf sb. xvm. 

interline xv. - medL. interlineare, see inter-, 

line*. So interlinear xv. 
interlocutor xvi. - modL., f. L. interloqui, 
-locutio\ see inter-, locution. 

interloper tunauthorized trader xvi; one who 
thrusts himself into an affair xvii. f. inter- 

-i- loper (as in landloper). Hence interlope vb. 
XVII. 

interlude light or humorous dramatic rep¬ 
resentation, (later xvii-xvih) comedy, farce xiv; 
interval in the performance of a play xvii; inter¬ 
vening time or space xvm. - medL. interludium, 
f. inter- + ludus play. 

intermeddle xiv. ME. entremedle - AN. entre- 
medler = OF. entremesler: see inter-, meddle. 

intermediate xvii. - medL. intermediate, f. 
L. intermedius, f. inter- + medius mid; see -ate3. 

So intermediary xvm. 
intermezzo (mus.) piece intervening between 
two main parts of a composition, xix. - It. - L. 
intermedius (see prec.). 

interminable xiv. - (O)F. or late L. (see in-3). 

intermit leave off, discontinue, xvi. - L. inter- 
mittere, f. inter- + mittere let go. So inter- 



intern 240 intromit 

mission xvi, intermittent xvn (see -ent). - F 
or L. 

intern confine within prescribed limits of resi¬ 
dence xix. - F. interner, f. interne - L. internus 
inward, internal. 

internal xvi. f. contemp. tintern or its source, 
L. internus; see prec., -al1. 

international xvin. f. inter- 4 nation + -al!. 
internecine attended with great slaughter 
xvn; (misinterpreted by Johnson as) mutually 
destructive xvm. - L. internecinus, f. internecid 
general slaughter, massacre, extermination, f. 
internecdre slaughter, exterminate, f. inter- 
4- necare kill; see -ine'. 

internuncio xvn. - It. internunzio, see inter-, 
NUNCIO. 

interpellation fpleading, intercession xvi; 
(■interruption xvii; (after F.) interruption of the 
order of the day in the French Chamber xix. - 
L. interpellatid, on-, f. interpellare interrupt by 
speaking, f. inter- +-pellare thrust or direct 
oneself. 

interpolate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. interpolare, 
f. inter- + -poldre, rel. to polire polish. So in¬ 
terpolation XVII. 

interpose xvi. - (O)F. interposer, based on L. 
inter porter e, see inter-, pose'. So interposition 
xv - (O)F. or L. 

interpret xiv. - (O)F. interpreter or its source 
L interpretdri explain, translate, f. interpres, 
-pret- agent, broker, translator, interpreter, f. 
inter- 4 unkn. el. Hence interpreter xiv. So in¬ 
terpretation xiv 

interregnum (temporary authority exercised 
during a vacancy; period intervening between 
a ruler and his successor, xvi. - L., f. inter 
4 regnum reign. 

interrogate xv. f. pp. stem of L. interrogdre, f. 
inter- + rogdre ask; see rogation, -ate®. So 
interrogation xiv. - (O)F. or L inter¬ 
rogative, interrogatory xvi. - late L. 

interrupt xv. f. interrupt-, pp. stem of L. inter- 
rumpere, f. inter- 4 rumpere break (see 
rupture). So interruption xrv. - (O)F. or L. 

intersect xvn. see inter-, bisect. So inter¬ 
section XVI. 

intersperse xvi. f. interspers-, pp. stem of L 

interspergere, see inter- and disperse. 

interstice xvn. - late L. interstitium, f. inter- 

4 base of stare stand. 

interval period between two events xiii; space 
between two things xv. ult. - L. intervallum orig. 
space between ramparts, f. inter 4 vallum (see 
wall), but the earliest forms, entrewal, enter 
vale, intervalle, are - OF. entreval(e), later -valle 
(mod. intervalle). 

intervene xvi. - L. intervenire, f. inter- 4 venire 
come. So intervention xv. - F. or L. 

interview meeting of persons face to face. xvi. 
Earlier form entervew(e) - F. \entrev{e)ue, f. en- 
trevoir have a glimpse of, s'entrevoir see each 
other (f. entre inter 4 voir see), after vue view. 

intestate xiv. - L. intestatus, f. in-2 4 testatus, 
pp. of. testdri bear witness, make a will, f. testis 
witness; see -ate2. Hence intestacy xvm. 

intestine internal, xvi. - L. intestinus, f. intus 
within (corr. to Gr. entos), sb. (esp. pi.) lower 

part of the alimentary canal, xvi. - L. intesti 
num, sb. use of n of adj. 

intimate inward, essential, intrinsic; pert, to 
the inmost thoughts; closely associated (also 
sb.). xvii. - late L. intimdtus, pp. of intimdre, f 
intimus inmost, f. int- of inter-+ superl. suffix; 
see -ate2. Hence intimacy xvii. So intimate 
make known formally; indicate indirectly, xvi 
f. pp. of late L. intimdre. intimation formal 
announcement xv; expression by sign xvi. - 
(O)F. or late L. 

intimidate xvii. f. pp. stem of medL. inti- 
midare, f. is-l + timidus timid; see -ate*. 

intinction (-dipping, infusion xvi; (eccl.) dip¬ 
ping of the bread in the wine at the Eucharist 
xix. - late L. intinctio, -on-, f. intingere\ see in-1, 
tincture. 

intitule entitle (now leg. in ref. to acts of 
parliament), xv. - (O)F. intituler - late L. 
intituldre. 

into OE. in(n) to, i.e. in' adv., to prep, 
intolerable xv. - F. or L.; see in-2. 
intone xv (rare before xrx). - medL. intondre, f. 
in-' 4 tonus tone; in xv-xvi entone - OF. entoner 
(mod. -onner). So intonation xvii. - medL. in- 
tondtid, -on-. 

intoxicate (poison; stupefy with a drug or 
strong drink, xvi. f. pp. stem of medL. intoxicare, 
f. in-* 4 L. toxicum poison; see toxic, -ate*. So 
intoxication xv. - F. or medL. 

intra- repr. L. prep, intra ‘on the inside’, 
‘within’, used occas. in late L. as prefix, as in 
intrdmuranus lying within the walls. Cf. extra . 

intractable xvi. - F. or L ; see in-2 
intrados (archit.) lower curve of an arch, 
xvm. - F., f. L. intra intra- 4 F. dos back, 

intransigent xix. - F. intransigeant, based on 
Sp. los intransigentes party of the extreme left 
in the Spanish Cortes, extreme republicans; ult. 
f. in-2 4 prp. of L. transigere come to an under¬ 
standing; see transact, -ent. 

intransitive xvn. - late L.; see in-2. 
intrepid xvii. - F. intrepide or L. intrepidus, f. 
in-2 4 trepidus agitated, alarmed, 

intricate xv. - L. intricatus, pp. of intricdre en 
tangle, perplex, f. in-' 4 tricae trifles, tricks, per¬ 
plexities; see -ate2. 

intrigue (-intricacy, maze; underhand plotting. 
xvii. - F. - It. intrigo, f. intrigare, -icare L. 
intricdre, see prec. So vb. xvn. 

intrinsic (-inward, inner xv-xvii (later anat. 
xix); of its own, proper xvn. - (O)F. intrinseque - 
late L. intrinsecus, f. L. adv. intrinsecus 
inwardly, inwards; from the first the ending was 
assirn. to -ic. So intrinsically xvi. 

intro- L. adv. intro to the inside (parallel to 
intra ) used as a prefix in intrdducere intro¬ 

duce, introitus introit, intromittere intromit. 

introduce xvi - L. intrdducere, f. intro intro- 

+ ducere lead, bring. So introduction xiv. - 
(O)F.or L 

introit (-entrance; (eccl.) antiphon and psalm 
recited as the celebrant approaches the altar, 
xv. - (O)F. introit - L. introitus entrance, f. in- 
troire enter, f. intro intro- 4 ire go. 

intromit xv. - L. intromittere introduce, f. intro 
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intro- + mittere send. So intromission xvi. - F. 
or L. 

introspection xvn. Hence introspective xix. 
Cf. inspection and see intro-. 

introvert turn (the mind) upon itself, xvn. f 
modL. introvertere, f. intro intro- + vertere turn. 
Hence sb. part turned within xix; (psych.) xx. 

intrude xvi. - L. intrudere, f. in-' + trudere 
thrust. So intrusion (leg.) thrusting oneself 
into an estate or benefice xiv; uninvited en¬ 
trance or appearance xvi. - (O)F. or medL. 

intuition fcontemplation, view xv (rare before 
xvii); tregard, reference; (philos.) immediate 
knowledge or apprehension xvi; (gen.) im 
mediate insight xvm. - late L. intuitio, on-; see 
in-', tuition. So intuitive xvi. - medL. 

inundate xvii. f. pp. stem of L. inundare, f, in-’ 

+ unddre flow, f. undo wave; see -ate3. So in¬ 
undation xv. - (O)F. or L. 

inure accustom, habituate xv; fput into opera¬ 
tion; (leg.) come into operation xvi. - AN. 
*eneurer, f. phr. *en eure in use or practice, 
i.e. en in', *eure work (:- L. opera; see opera). 

invade make a hostile attack (upon), xv. - L. 
invddere, f. in ' + vddere go (see wade). So in¬ 
vasion xvi. - (O)F. or late L. 

invalid1 not valid, xvi. - L. invalidus; see in-', 

valid So invalidate xvi, invalidity xvi. 
invalid2 infirm or disabled from sickness or 
injury xvii; sb. xvm. spec, use of prec. with 
modified pronunc. after F. invalide. 

invaluable xvi. See in-2. 

invar alloy of nickel and steel with a negligible 
coefficient of expansion, xx. P. abbrev. of in¬ 
variable (xvii); see in-2. 

inveigh fbring in, introduce xv; give vent to 
denunciation xvi. - L. invehere carry in, invehl 
be borne into, attack, assail with words, f. in-1 + 
vehere carry (cf. vehicle). So invective adj 
(arch.) marked by denunciatory or vituperative 
language xv; sb. speech of this kind xvi. - (O)F 
invectif, -ice adj., invective sb. - late L. invectivus, 
invectiva as sb., f. invect-, pp. stem of invehere. 

inveigle fbeguile, deceive xv; gain over by en 
ticement xvi. Earlier enve(u)gle - AN. envegler. 
alt. of (O)F. aveugler blind, f. aveugle adj blind, 
prob. Rom. *ab oculis ‘without eyes’, 

invent fcome upon, find xv; devise, esp. by way 
of original contrivance xvi. f. invent-, pp. stem 
of L. invenire, f. in-' + venire come. So invention 
finding (surviving in Invention of the Cross 
church festival of 3rd May) xv; contrivance 
xvi. - L. inventive xv. - OF. inventory de¬ 
tailed list of articles, xvi. - medL. inventorium, 
for late L. inventorium 

inverse adj. and sb. xvn. - L. inversus, pp of 
invertere, f. in-’ + vertere turn. So inversion xvi. 
invert vb. xvi. - L. invertere 'turn in, turn out¬ 
side in’, reverse. 

invertebrata (sb. pi.) animals having no back 
bone. xix. modL., after F invertebres, f. in- in-2 
+ vertebre, L. vertebra. Anglicized inver¬ 
tebrate xix. 

invest A clothe, spec, with the insignia of office; 
establish in possession, endow with power; B 
enclose with a hostile force xvi; C. put out 
(money) at interest xvn - (O)F. investir or L. 

(rare) investire clothe, surround (extended in 
meaning in medL.), f. in-1 + vestis clothing; in C 
after It. investire, the notion being that of giving 
the capital another form’. So investiture xiv 
(rare before xvi). - medL. investltura. Hence in¬ 
vestment tclothing xvi; investiture, investing 
of capital xvii. 

investigate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. investigare, 
f. in-' +• vestigare track, trace out; see vestige, 

ate*. So investigation xv. - (O)F. or L 
inveterate established by age or long standing; 
obstinately embittered, xvi. - L. inveterdtus, ppl. 
adj. of inveterare make old, f. in-1 + vet us., veter 
old; see - ate2. Hence inveteracy xvn 

invidious tending to or entailing odium, xvn. - 
L. invidiosus, f. invidia ill will, envy; see -ious. 

invigilate keep watch, xvi. f. pp stem of L. 
invigilare, f. in-' + vigildre watch, f. vigil watch¬ 
ful; see -ate" 

invigorate xvn. f. L. in-’ -t-vigor vigour; see 

ate8. 

invincible xv. - (O)F. - L. invincibilis, f. in-2 

+ vincibilis, f. vincere conquer; see -ible. 

inviolate xv. - L invioldtus, f. iN-2 + pp. of 

violdre violate. 

invisible xiv. - OF. or L.; see in-2. 

invite xvi. - F. inviter or L. invitare So in¬ 
vitation xvi. - F or L. 

invoice xvi. app. orig. pi. of finvoy (recorded 
only later) - F. tenvoy, envoi; see envoy'. 

invoke xv. - (O)F. invoquer - L. invocare, f. in-' 

+ vocare call. So invocation xiv. 
involucre envelope xvi; (bot.) whorl of bracts 
xvm. - F. involucre or L. involucrum, f. involvere 

involve. 

involuntary xvi. - late L.; see in 2 
involve wrap round, lit and fig.; implicate 

in trouble, etc. xiv; implicate in a charge; in¬ 

clude xvn. - L. involvere, f. in-' + volvere roll (see 

volume). So involute rolled or curled up xvn; 

sb (math.) xvm. f. involut-, pp. stem of L. in¬ 
volvere. involution involved condition xvii; 

(math.) xvin. - late L. 
inward adj. that is within; adv. towards the in 
side. OE. innanweard, in(ne)weard, f. innan, 
inne, in(n) is'+-weard ward; cf. MDu. in(ne) 
wert, OHG. inwart adj., -wert adv , ON. innan 
verbr adj Also inwards xnr, sb. sg (-entrails 
OE.; inward part xiv, xix; pi. internal parts, en¬ 
trails xin; vulgarly innards. See -wards. 

iodine (chem) non-metallic element which 
volatilizes into a violet-coloured vapour, xix. f. 
F iode - Gr. iddes violet-coloured, f. ion 
violet + -eides -like; see -ine8. Hence iodoform 
xix. After chloroform 

ion xix - Gr ion, prp. n. of ienai go. Hence 
ionize xix. 

-ion suffix repr. (O)F. ion - L. -id, ion-, which 

forms nouns of condition and action from 

(i) adjs. or sbs., as in communion, dominion; 

(ii) verb-stems, as in legion; but chiefly from 

(iii) pp. or supine stems in t, s, x (see tion, -sion) 

ionosphere xx f ion + o + sphere 

-ior formerly also iour - F. -ieur, + -iour - L. 
ibrem, nom. -ior, suffix of compar. of adj., as in 
anterior, exterior, inferior, interior, junior, pos 
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terior, senior, ulterior. In warrior the ending has 
another orig. 

iota the Gr. letter t; least particle, xvii. - Gr. 
iota. See jot. 

I O U (xvii) xviii. repr. of / owe you. 
-ioiss comp, suffix meaning ‘characterized by\ 
‘full of’, (i) repr. F. -ieux, L. -iosus, f. -i+osus 
-ous, or (ii) directly f. a L. suffix consisting of i 
and another suffix (viz. -ia, -ius, -id, -ies, -ium) 
+ -ous. See also -acious, -itious. 

ipecacuanha root of a S. Amer. plant, used 
medicinally, xvii. - Pg. ipecacuanha - Tupi- 
Guarani ipe-kaa-guene. abbr. colloq. ipecac 
xviii. 

ipomoea genus of convolvulaceous plants. 
xviii. modL., f. Gr. ips, ip- worm + homoios like, 
ir' assim. form of in-1 before r. 
ir-a assim. form of in-2 before r. 

irascible xvi. - (O)F. - late L. irdscibilis, f. 
irasci grow angry, f. ira ire; see -isle. So irate 
xix. - L. irdtus: see -ate2. 

ire (poet.) anger, xm. - (O)F. L. ira. Hence 
ireful xm. 

iridescent displaying colours like those of the 
rainbow, xviii. f. L. iris, irid- iris +-escent. So 
iridium (chem.) white metal of the platinum 
group, xix. See -ium; named ‘from the striking 
variety of colours which it gives, while dis¬ 
solving in marine acid’ (Tennant), 

iris species of crystal xiv; rainbow xv; flat cir¬ 
cular coloured membrane in the aqueous hum¬ 
our of the eye; genus of tuberous or bulbous 
plants xvi. - L. iris - Gr. iris rainbow, coloured 
circle, etc., iris (plant), (/-) female messenger of 
the gods, whose sign was a rainbow. 

Irish pert, to Ireland, xm. OE. Iras inhabitants 
of Jrland Ireland (obscurely based on OIr. Eriu: 
cf. Hibernian) +-ish1. 

irk tgrow weary, be loath xiii (forhirked 
wearied); weary, annoy xv. contemp. with tirk 
adj. weary, loath; of obscure orig. Hence irk¬ 
some ttired, disgusted xv; wearisome, burden¬ 
some xvi. 

iron sb. OE. iren, perh. for *irern, alt. of isern 
(by assoc, with the var. Isen) = OS., OHG. isarn 
(Du. ijzer, G. eisen), ON. isarn, Goth, eisarn 

Gmc. *isarnam, prob. - Celt. *isarno- (W. 
haearn, Lr. iarann). Hence ironclad cased 
with iron or steel plates, spec, of ships, xix. 
ironmonger xiv. 
irony figure of speech in which the intended 
meaning is the opposite of that expressed xvi; 
condition of affairs opposite to that expected 
xvii. - L. ironia - Gr. eironeia, f. eiron dis¬ 
sembler; see y3 So ironic xvii. - F. ironique 
or late L. ironicus - Gr. eironikos: preceded by 
ironical, -ically xvi. 

irrational xv (math. xvi). - L.; see ir-2. 

irredentist advocate of the return to Italy of all 
Italian-speaking regions, xix. - It. irredentista, f. 
(Italia) irredenta unredeemed or unrecovered 
(Italy); see ir-2, redeem, -ist. 

irrefragable incontrovertible, undeniable, 
xvi. - late L. irrefragabilis, f. ir-2 + L. refrdgdri 
oppose, contest; see -able. 

irrelevant xvi. see ir-2. Hence irrelevancy 
xvi. 

irrigate xvn. f. pp. of L. irrigare, f. ir-' -t- rigare 
wet, water; see -ate*. So irrigation xvii. - L. 

irritate fincite; excite to anger, fret xvi; excite 
to morbid action xvn. f. pp. stem of L. irritare, 
see -ate*. So irritable xvn, irritation xvi. - L. 

irruption bursting in. xvi. - L. irruptid, -on-, f. 
irrupt-, pp. stem of irrumpere, f. in-1 + rumpere 
break; see rupture, -tion. 

is see be. 
Isabella greyish yellow, light buff. xvi. In early 
use always I. colour, f. the female name (im¬ 
mediate ref unkn.). Also Isabel xix. 

isagogic introductory, xix. - L. isagogicus - Gr. 
eisagogikos, f. eisagogt introduction, f. eisagein 
introduce, f. eis into + dgein lead; see -ic. 

isatin (chem.) crystalline substance obtained 
from indigo, xix. f. L. isatis woad + -in. 

ischiatic sciatic, xvn. - medL. ischiaticus, for 
L. ischiadicus, f. iskhias, -ad- pain in the hip, f. 
Gr. iskhion hip-joint (L. ischium xvn); see -ic. 

-ise see -ize. 
-ish1 suffix forming adjs.: OE. -isc = OS., OHG. 
-isc (Du., G. -isch), ON. -iskr, Goth, -isks Gmc. 
*-iskaz - Gr. dim. suffix -iskos: in some words 
reduced to -sh, with a var. -ch; in Sc. usu. -is, 
with reduced vars. -s, -ce. Words of old formation 
are English, Scots (see Scottish, Scotch), 
Welsh, French. Formations in OE. on common 
nouns are ceorlisc churlish, cildisc childish, 
hxdenisc heathenish, utlendisc foreign; their 
number was greatly increased in ME., at first 
with the uncoloured meaning of ‘pert, to or of 
the nature of’, but later chiefly on dyslogistic 
words, as boorish, foolish, shrewish, or with the 
derogatory force ‘having the bad or unpleasant 
qualities of, as babyish, selfish, womanish. 
From xiv onwards -ish was added to adjs. with 

the sense ‘approaching the quality of, some¬ 
what, rather’, first to adjs. of colour, as blueish, 
greenish, reddish, but later to any (esp. mono¬ 
syllabic) adjs., as softish. This use has been ex¬ 
tended in xx to the qualification of hours of the 
day or numbers of years, as four-ish, 1940-ish. 
Endings of other origin have been assim. to -ish 
in, e.g., lavish, squeamish. 

-ish2 repr. F. -iss-, extension of the stem of 
vbs. in -ir, e g. abolir abolish, perir perish, prp. 
abolissant, perissant, 3rd pers. pi. pres. ind. 
abolissent, perissent, originating in the -isc- of 
L. inceptive vbs., the use of which in F., Pr., and 
It. was extended to form a class corr. to L. vbs. 
in -ire and -ere, together with some others that 
were assim. to these. The earliest forms in Eng. 
were -is(e), -iss(e), which were superseded by 
-ische, -ish(e): in Sc. is(se) remained to a later 
date and appeared in xvi as -eis(e). (In a few 
words F. -iss- is repr. by -ise or -ize, viz. advertise, 
aggrandize, amortize: rejouir, rejouiss- has 
given rejoice.) Other endings have been assim. 
to this suffix in, e.g., admonish, astonish, 
distinguish, publish, relish. 

isinglass gelatin obtained from air-bladder of 
sturgeon, etc., fish-glue, xvi (isomglas, ison-). 
With assim. to glass - early Du. thuysenblas, f. 
thuys(en) sturgeon +1bias (mod. blaas) bladder. 

Islam xix. - Arab, ’islam, f. aslama resign one¬ 
self (to God). 
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island OE. (Angl.) egland, (WS.) i(e)gland, later 
Hand = MDu., MLG. eilant (Du. eiland), ON. ey 
land; f. OE. i(e)g island, in comp, water, sea, 
OHG. ouwa stream, watery meadow, island (G. 
au(e) brook, meadow, pasture), ON. ey island 
Gmc. *aujo for *a3wjd, ad(j. formation on 
*03106- stream, water (whence OE. ea, OS,, OHG. 
aha, ON. a, Goth, ahwa), rel. to L. aqua water 
(cf. aquatic). The present sp. (from xvi) is due 

to assim. to next. 
isle (arch. exc. as in place names) island, xm. 
ME. ile, later isle - OF. ile (mod. He), (latinized) 
lisle L. insula, of uncert. orig. So islet xvi. - 
OF. islette (mod. ilette). 

-ism repr. F. -isme, L. ismus - Gr. -ismos, for¬ 
ming nouns of action for vbs. in izein -ize, e.g. 
baptismos dipping, baptism. A freq. use of ismos 
was to express the sense of acting like or adopt¬ 
ing the habits of a body of people, as Attikismos 
siding with Athenians, Attic fashion or idiom; 
so Ioudaismos Judaism, Khristianismos 
Christianity; on this model was formed medL. 
pdganismus paganism. In Eng. Judaism is re¬ 
corded in xv, and from xvi formations with the 
suffix become numerous. The chief uses are: (1) 
to form a noun of action naming the process, 
the completed action, or its result, e g. baptism, 
criticism, nepotism, (2) with emphasis on con¬ 
duct or character, eg. barbarism, heroism, 
patriotism, (3) forming the name of a system of 
theory or practice, e g. Arianism, Catholicism, 
positivism, and (by extension) to designations of 
doctrines or principles, e g. agnosticism, altru¬ 
ism, egotism, romanticism, universalism, (4) 
forming a term denoting a trait or peculiarity, 
as of language, e g. Americanism, Gallicism, col¬ 
loquialism: for (3) and (4) there is an extensive 
record of nonce-words. Adjectives of sbs. in -ism 
end in -istic. Hence ism form of theory, etc., 
such as may be designated by a word in -ism 
XVII. 

iso-, before a vowel sometimes is- comb, form 
6f Gr. isos equal, in many techn. terms, as iso¬ 

bar xix (Gr. baros weight; cf. barometer); 

isochronal xvn, -chronous xvm (Gr khronos 
time); isomeric xix (- G. isomerisch, f. Gr. meros 

part). 
isolated xvm. f. F. isole - It. isolato late L. 
insulatus made into an island, f. insula isle; see 
-ate1, ed'. Hence isolate vb. (of which isolated 
is now regarded as the pp.), isolation xix. 

isosceles xvi. - late L. isosceles - Gr isoskelh, 

f. iso- -f skelos leg. 
isotope xx. f. iso- + Gr. topos place (i.e. in the 
periodic table of elements). 

Israel In OE. in g. pi. Israela folc, ME. Israel 
folk, - ecclL. (Gr.) Israel - Heb. yisra'el ‘he that 
striveth with God’, name conferred on the patri 
arch Jacob (Gen. 32: 28). So Israelite xiv. - late 
L. Israelita - Gr. Israelites - Heb yisra'eli. 

issue exit, outflow xiii; offspring, progeny; pro¬ 
ceeds; outcome xiv; (leg.) point in question xvi 
(earlier in join i. submit jointly for decision xv); 
(from the vb.) public giving out xix - (O)F. 
Rom. *exuta. sb. use of fern of pp *exutus, for 
L exitus, pp of exire go out or forth (see exit) 

Hence as vb. xiv. prob. f. (O)F. pp. issu, of issir 
L. exire. 

-ist repr. F. -iste, L. -ista, -tes - Gr. -istts, forming 
agent-nouns from vbs. in -izein -ize, consisting 
of the agential suffix -tes added to the vb.-stem, 
as in baptises baptist. Several Gr. words were 
adopted into classical L. (e.g. citharista player 
on the cithara, grammatista grammarian), and 
many more by Christian writers (e.g. baptista, 
psalmista): later the suffix came into regular use 
for the designations of observers of particular 
tenets or rites or the followers of religious 
leaders (e.g. Catharista, Platonista, nomina- 
lista). In Eng. and the mod. langs. the suffix 
forms not only agent-nouns having corr. verbs 
in -ize. but analogues of sbs. in -ism (e g. 
altruism, -ist), and names of followers of a leader 
or a school, of adherents of a party, and of devo¬ 
tees of a profession or art, e.g. Bonapartist, 
Chartist, cyclist, nonconformist, philologist, roy¬ 
alist. Cf. -ism. 

isthmus narrow neck of land. xvi. - L - Gr. 
isthmos narrow passage, isthmus, of uncert 
orig. 

-istic repr. F. -istique, L. -isticus - Gr -istikos, 
comp, suffix f. -isth -ist + -ikos -ic, as in sophi- 
stikos sophistic(al); but used also where there is 
a corr. vb. in -izein -ize, and sb. in -ismos -ism 
but not a sb in -isth -ist, as in kharakteristikos 
characteristic. The use of this suffix was much 
extended in medL. and mod. langs. An alter¬ 
native secondary form is -istical, whence the 
gen. adv. -istically; there is also a parallel 
-isticate for related vbs.; e.g. sophistic, -ical, 
-ically, -icateid). 

it 3rd sg. n. pers. pron. OE. hit = (M)Du. het it, 
Goth, hita this, f. Gmc. dem. stem *xi- (cf. he1). 
The parallel stem *i- is the base of OS. it, OHG. 
iz (G. es). Loss of initial h took place at first in 
unstressed positions, but as early as 1200 it is 
found in stressed positions. Reduction to t in 
enclitic position (e.g. is't for is it) is equally 
early; in proclitic position (e.g. 'tis) it is common 
from xvi. The orig. g. and d. were his, him; the 
present g. is its. Hence itself OE. hit self: in 
xvii-xviii sometimes written its self. 

Italian xv. - It. italiano, f. Italia Italy; see ian. 
So Italianate xvi. - It. italianato. Italic pert 
to a school of philosophy founded in Magna 
Graecia xvi; pert, to ancient Italy or its tribes; 
(i ) of printing type introduced by Aldo Manuzio 
of Venice xvn. - L. Italicus - Gr. Italikos. hence 
italicize print in italics xvm. Italiot(e) pert, to 
Gr. colonies or colonists in ancient Italy, xvn. - 
Gr. Italidtes. Italo-, used as comb form of 
Italian, xvm. 

itch feel irritation of the skin OE ; have a rest 
less desire xm. OE giccan, gyccan, corr to OS. 
jukkian, (M)Du. jeuken, OHG. jucchen (G. 
jucken), f. Gmc. *juk- (whence also OHG. 
jucchido. MLG jeucte, OE. gycda itch). So sb. OE 
gycce. 

-ite suffix corr. to F ite and Sp., It -ito, G. -it - 
L. ita, ites - Gr ttes, forming adjs. and sbs. with 
the sense pert, to or connected with', ‘member 
of’, as in hoplttes hoplite, polttes citizen (see 
politic). There were many formations in Gr. on 
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proper names; in LXX and N.T. and later Chris¬ 
tian use this type was widely extended for the 
names of sects, heresies, etc., and in late L. and 
the mod. langs. the suffix has been used without 
limit for follower, devotee, or admirer’, as in 
Jacobite, Shelleyite, Wycliffite. 
b. In scientific terminology, -ite is used after 

the type of Gr.-L. words in -ites or -itis in names 
of fossils and minerals. In chem., it is used in 
the names of certain organic compounds, and in 
inorganic chem. is the termination of salts of 
acids denominated by adjs. in -ous, e.g. nitrite/ 
nitrous. It forms also certain names of explos¬ 
ives, e.g. cordite, dynamite, and of commercial 
products such as ebonite, vulcanite, xylonite. 

item adv. likewise, moreover xrv; sb. fmaxim, 
hint; article in an enumeration xvi; detail of 
news xix. - L. adv., ‘just so', ‘in like manner’, 
‘moreover’, f. ita so, based on the pronominal 
stem *i- (see it). Hence item vb. xvn, itemize 
(esp. U S.) xix. 

iterate do or say again, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
iterdre repeat, f. iterum again, compar. for¬ 
mation on the pronominal base *i-\ see prec. and 
ate*. So iteration xv. - L. iterative xv. - F. or 
late L. 

-itic terminal el. of adjs. based on forms in (i) 
-ite, (ii) -ms. 

itinerant xvi. - prp. of late L. itinerdri, medL. 
-are, f. L. iter, itiner- journey, f. IE. *i- go (L. ire, 
Gr. ienai); see -ant. So itinerary xv. - late L. 
itinerarium. 

-ition suffix repr. F. -ition, L. -ttid, on-, forming 
nouns of action (see -ion) on verbs with pps. in 
-it- and -it-, as positio position, auditio audition. 

-itious' comp, suffix f. L. -icius, -icius + -ous; 
these L. endings were commonly written with t 
in medL. manuscripts and this form was per¬ 
petuated in adventitious, factitious, ficti¬ 

tious, supposititious, etc. 
-itious* repr. L. -itiosus, f. -ttio -ition + -osus 
-ous, as in ambitious, superstitious; similarly 

NUTRITIOUS, SEDITIOUS. 

-itis suffix repr. Gr. -itis, prop, forming ferns, of 
adjs. in -ttes, used to qualify nosos disease, as 
arthritis (disease) of the joints (arthron), pleu- 
ritis pleurisy (pleura side, rib). On the analogy 
of these -itis came into use in mod. medical L. 
esp. for names of inflammatory diseases, as ap¬ 

pendicitis, BRONCHITIS, MENINGITIS, TONSILLITIS. 

The deriv. adjs. end in -itic. 
-itous comp, suffix f. -it- of -ity + -ous; corr to F. 
-iteux, L. -itosus, as L. calamitosus, F. calamiteux 
CALAMITOUS. 

its poss. adj. of it. xvi. f. rr + g. -s; superseded it 
(xrv-xvii in literature, later dial ), which was 

adopted as an unambiguous substitute for his 

(OE. to xvii). 

-ity in ME. -it(i)e, repr. (O)F. -ite, L. -itds, -itdt-, 
the form in which -tbs, -tat- -ty usu. appears (cf. 
-I-), as in suavitds suavity, f. suavis, puritds 
purity, f. purus, auctoritas authority, f. auctor, 
after i the suffix became -etas, as in pietds, 
varietas, f. pius, varius, it was added to many 
adj. suffixes, whence the Eng: forms -acity, -ality, 
-anity, -arity, -bility, -idity, -ility, -ivity, -ocity, 
-osity, -uity. 

-ium terminal el. of the names of many metallic 
elements, used first by Davy (1807). cadmium 

was based on fcadmia, hence sodium on soda, 
etc. 

-ive in ME. -if(e), -yf(e) - (O)F. -if, fern, -ive L. 
-ivus, -ivum, fern, -iva, suffix added mainly to pp. 
stems, e.g. activus, -iva active, ndtivus inborn, 
native, but also to pres, stems, e.g. cadivus fall¬ 
ing, f. cadere, and to sbs., e.g. tempestivus season¬ 
able, f. tempestas tempest. Eng. formations on 
vb.-stems often assume the appearance of being 
of the pp. type, as adoptive, selective-, see also 
-attve. Some L. adjs. were used sb., as captious, 
fugitivus, of this usage there is a wide extension 
in mod. langs. and Eng. (adjective, explosive, 
missive, sedative). 

ivory xiii. ME. ivor, yvorie), yvory - OF. yvoire, 
AN. *ivorie (mod. ivoire) - Rom. *eboreum, f. L. 
ebur, ebor- ivory. 

ivy OE. ifig, obscurely rel. to OHG. ebah and 
the first el. of MLG. iflof, iwldf, LG., Du. eilof 
(enlarged with the word leaf), and OHG. eba- 
hewi, MHG. ebehou, ephou, G. efeu (enlarged 
with the word hay); of unkn. orig. 

ixia (bot.) genus of iridaceous plants, xvm. mod.* 
use of L. ixia - Gr. ixia kind of thistle. 

-ize, -ise suffix of verbs, repr. F. -iser - late L. 
-tzare - Gr. -izein, which was used to form both 
intr. and trans. vbs., as barbarizein play the 
barbarian, side with barbarians (f. bdrbaros 
barbarian), thesaurizein treasure up (f. thesau- 
ros treasure). Many verbs have come into Eng. 
through F., in which they are spelt with s, with 
the result that -ise has been generalized, and is 
retained, as against -ize, in the practice of some 
printing houses; exx. are civiliser civilize, 

humaniser humanize. The corr. nouns of action 
end in -ization, and agent-nouns in -izer. 
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jab vb. xix. var., orig. Sc., of job' 

jabber vb. xv. imit. Hence as sb. xvm. 
jabot frill on the bosom of a shirt, etc. xix. - F , 

‘bird’s crop’, ‘shirt-frill’. 
jacinth xm. ME. iacin(c)t - OF. iacinte (mod. 
jacinthe), or medL. iacintus, L. hyacinthus 
HYACINTH. 

jack’ in numerous transf. applications of the 
name Jack to implements and machines, or 
their parts, the male of animals (cf. jackass). 

fishes (esp. pike, orig. young or small pike), etc., 
from xvi. Hence vb. (with up) hoist with a jack 
(lifting machine); (si.) ruin; give up, abandon, 
xix 

jack3 A. tjacket; (arch.) leather or iron-plated 
tunic xrv; B. (leathern) vessel for liquor xvi. - 
(O)F. jaque, of unkn. orig 

jack5 ship’s flag smaller than the ensign, xvii. 

prob. spec, application of jack' to an object of 
small size, xvii 

Jack pet-form of the name John xm; figure of a 
man on a clock xv; tfellow, chap xvi (cf. every 
man jack xix); sailor xvii (cf. Jack Tar xviii); 

knave of a card suit xvii; (also j-) male worker 
xvii (jack-ofall-trades, cheap-jack, steeple-jack 
xix). ME. Iacke, lakke, used from the first as 
familiar by-form of John, perh. through dim. 
Jankin, the resemblance to F. Jacques James 
(:- Rom. *Jacobus, for L. Jacobus) is a diffi¬ 
culty. 

jackal xvii. - Turk, qakal - Pers. sagbl, rel. to 
Skr. srgald-. 

jackanapes tape; pert fellow, coxcomb xvi. 
First recorded (xv) as a nickname (Jac(k) 
Napes)', of unkn ong. 

jackass he-ass xvm (fig. dolt, blockhead xix); 
laughing j., giant kingfisher of Australia (from 
its loud discordant cry) xvm. f. jack1 + ass. 

jackboot xvii. f jack* + boot3 

jackdaw xvi. f. jack' + daw. 

jacket xv - OF. ja(c)quet, dim of jaque jack3; 

see -ET. 

jack-knife xvm. orig. Amer.; presumably f. 
JACK'. 

Jacobin1 A. Dominican (friar), orig. from the 
convent near the church of Saint Jacques (L. 
Jacobus) in Paris xiv; B member of a political 
club established at Paris 1789 near the old 
Jacobin convent xvm. - (O)F. Jacobin - medL 
Jacobinus. 

Jacobin3 breed of domestic pigeon with re¬ 
versed feathers on the back of the neck sug 
gesting a monk’s cowl. xvii. - F. jacobine, fern 
of Jacobin (see prec.j. 

Jacobite member of a monophysite sect taking 
its name from Jacobus Baradaeus, of Edessa (vi) 
xrv; adherent of James II of England after his 
abdication, or of his family xvii f. L Jacobus 
James; see -rrE 

jaconet cotton fabric, xvm. alt. of Urdu 

jagannathi, f. Jagannath ‘Juggernaut-town’ 
(now Puri), in India, the place of origin, 

jactation boasting xvi; (path.) tossing of the 
body to and fro xvii. - L jactbtib, on-, f. jactdre 
toss about, discuss, boast, frequent, of jacere, 
jact- throw; see -ation. So jactitation tossing of 
the body, twitching, xvii. - medL. jactitatio, on-, 
{.jactitare, frequent, of jactdre. 

jade' poor or worn-out horse xiv; reprehensible 
woman or girl xvi. of unkn. orig 

jade3 hard mineral, xvm. - F.; le jade was for 
earlier I'ejade - Sp. ijada (in piedra de ijada 
‘colic stone’)Rom. *iliata, f L. ilia flanks, 

jag (dial.) stab, prick; slash, pink xiv; make 
ragged xvi. prob. symbolic formation. Hence 
jag sb xv, jagged xv. 

jaguar xvii. - Tupi-Guarani jaguara. 
jail see gaol. 

jalap purgative drug from Exogonium purga, 
the plant itself xvii. - F. - Sp. jalapa, f. Jalapa 
(tXalapa) city in Mexico, 

jalousie xix. - F. jalousie jealousy, applied to a 

blind or shutter which allows of seeing without 
being seen - It. gelosia in this sense, 

jam' press or squeeze tightly, xvm. of symbolic 
orig. Hence sb. xix. 

jam3 conserve of fruit xvm. perh. identical with 
prec. sb 

jamb xrv. - (O)F jambe leg, vertical supporting 
piecelate L. gamba hoof, veterinary breeder’s 
term - Gr. (cf. kampi flexure, joint), 

jamboree xix. of unkn. orig. 
jangle fchatter, babble xm; talk angrily or 
harshly; also trans. xiv; cause (a bell) to give out 
a discordant sound xvii. - OF. jangler, gengler, 
perh. of Gmc. orig. 

janissary one of the Sultan of Turkey’s body¬ 
guard; Turkish soldier; henchman, xvi. Early 
forms repr. various Rom. forms, all ult. - Turk 
yeniqeri, f. yeni new + qeri militia, 

janitor xvii. - L. janitor, i.janua door, i.jbnus 
arched passage (cf. January); see -tor. 

January xiv. - L. Januarius, sb. use of adj of 
Janus, name of an ancient Italian deity figured 
with faces looking forwards and backwards, 
see ary The earliest Eng forms are Ien-, 
laneuer (xm) - AN., OF. Jeneuer, Genever (mod. 
janvier). 

japan exceptionally hard varnish, orig from 
Japan, xvii. f. the name Hence vb xvii. Hence 
Japanese xvii. 

jape vb. tA. trick; fB have carnal knowledge 
(of); C jest. xiv. Appears to combine the form of 
OF.japer (mod. japper) yelp, yap, with the sense 
of OF. gaber mock, deride Hence sb xiv. 

japonica xix. fern, of modL. Japonicus 

Japanese 

jar' harsh sound; discord, strife xvi; (from the 
vb.) act of jarring xsx. So jar vb. sound harshly, 
make a discord; cause to vibrate; be at discord 
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or strife, xvi. Early vars. are gerre, ier, charre, 

prob. imit. 
jar1 (orig. large) cylindrical vessel, xvi. - F. 
jarre = Pr. jarro, Sp., Pg. jarra. It. giarra - 
Arab, jarra. 

jar* in phr. t at jar, (up)on the jar, see ajar. 

jardiniere xrx. - F., fem. of jardinier 

GARDENER. 

jargon ftwittering or chattering of birds xrv; 
meaningless talk xrv; debased or hybrid lan¬ 
guage; speech peculiar to a trade or profession 
xvn. - OF. jargoun, gergon, gargon, ult. orig. 
unkn. 

jargonelle early variety of pear (orig. an in¬ 
ferior gritty kind), xvii - F. jargonelle, dim. of 
jargon jargoon (cf. -el*). 

jargoon variety of zircon, xvm. - F. jargon - 
It. giargone, prob. to be identified ult. with 
ZIRCON. 

jar rah mahogany gum tree of W. Australia. 
xix. - Austral, aboriginal djarryljerryhl. 

jasmine, jessamine xvi. The two forms repr. 
F. jasmin and t.jessemin - Arab, ydsamin - Pers. 
yasmin, yasaman. 

jasper xrv. - OF. jaspre, var. of jaspe - L. iaspis, 
-id- - Gr. iaspis, -id-, of Oriental orig. 

jaundice xrv. - OF. jaunice (mod. -isse) ‘yel¬ 
lowness’, f. jaune yellow (:- L. galbinus, f. 
galbus). 

jaunt tride (a horse) up and down; ftrudge 
about xvi; make a short trip xvii. Also contemp. 
sb; of unkn. orig. 

jaunty fwell-bred; felegant; sprightly, xvii. In 
early use jentee, juntee, ja(u)ntee - F. gentil (see 
gentle); assim. later to adjs. in -y'. 

javelin xvi. - (O)F javeline, alt. of javelot, prob. 
of Celt. orig. (OIr. gabul, W. gafl, gaflach). 

jaw one of the bones forming the framework of 
the mouth xiv; (si.) offensive or tedious talk 
xvm. ME. jow(e) - OF. joe cheek, jaw; of uncert. 
orig. 

jay xiii. - OF. jay (mod. geai) late L. gaius, 
beside gaia\ perh. f. the L. proper name Gaius 
(cf. the use of other personal names, as jackdaw, 
robin). 

jazz xx. orig. U.S.; of unkn. orig. 
jealous suspicious of rivalry xiii; zealous (for) 

xrv; (dial.) suspicious xvi; suspiciously vigilant 
xvii. ME. gelus, ielus - OF. gelos (mod. jaloux) 
medL. zeldsus, f. ChrL. zelus - Gr. zelos zeal; see 
ous. So jealousy xiii. 

jean twilled cotton cloth xvi; (pi.) garments of 
this xix. orig. ie(a)ne, ge{a)ne fustian, attrib. use 
of Jene, Gene - OF. Janne (mod. Genes)medL. 
Janua Genoa. 

jeep small utility motor truck, xx (orig. U.S.). f. 
initials G.P. ‘general purposes’, prob. infl. by 
Eugene the Jeep, name of animal in U S. comic 
strip by E. C. Segar. 

jeer xvi. Earliest forms are gy(e)re, geere\ of 
unkn. orig. 

Jehovah the Lord God. xvi. alt. of Heb JHVH, 
the ineffable name of the Almighty, produced 
by the insertion of the vowel-points repr. the 
vowels of Adonai as a direction to substitute 
this. It is held that the orig. name was Jahveih), 
Jahwe{h). 

jejune unsatisfying, meagre, xvn. - L. jejunus 
fasting, barren, meagre; cf. dine. 

jelly article of food consisting chiefly of gelatin, 
xrv. ME. geli, -y{e) - (O)F. gelee frost, jelly = It. 
gelata frostRom. gelata, sb. use of fem. pp. of 
geldre freeze, f. gelu frost (cf. congeal). Hence 
jellied xvi; (back-formation) jell vb. orig. U S 
XIX. 

jemmy burglar’s crowbar, xix. dim. of name 
James, see -y*. 

jennet small Spanish horse, xv. - F. genet - Sp. 
jinete short-stirruped light horseman - Arab. 
Zanata Berber tribe famed for horsemanship, 

jenny pet-form (see -y*) of Janet (or Jane), used 
as a prefix to denote a female animal, as j. assj. 
wren (xvii), and in the names of machines, as 
spinning-j. (xvm). 

jeopardy fchess problem; t(even) chance; risk 
of injury or death, xrv. - OF. iu (ieu, giu) parti 
divided play’, even game, (hence) uncertain 
chance, uncertainty (= medL. jocus partitus, 
i.e. jocus game, joke, partitus, pp. of partiri 
divide, part). Hence jeopardize xvn. 

jerboa small rodent remarkable for its jumping 
powers, xvii. - Arab, yarbu'. 

jeremiad xvm. - F. jeremiade, f. Jeremie - 
ecclL. Jeremias Jeremiah, in allusion to the 
Lamentations of Jeremiah in O.T.; see -ad. 

jerk' tstroke with a whip; sharp sudden pull or 
thrust, xvi. gen. synon. with tjert and fyerk 
(xvi); all three forms may be phonetically sym¬ 
bolical in origin. 

jerk* cure (beef) by cutting it into strips and 
drying it. xvm. An earlier form is found in ^jer¬ 
kin beef (xvii); repr. Amer. Sp. charquear, f. 
charqui - Quechua echarqui dried flesh in long 
strips. 

jerkin close-fitting jacket, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
jeroboam large bowl or wine-bottle, xix. So 
called in allusion to Jeroboam, ‘a mighty man 
of valour’ (1 Kings 11: 28), ‘who made Israel to 
sin’ (ibid. 14: 16). 

jerry1 (si.) chamber-pot. xix. Supposed to be 
short for prec.; cf. -y*. 

jerry* (colloq.) unsubstantial(ly), as in jerry- 
built, -builder, -building, xix. of unkn. orig. 

jerrymander var. of gerrymander 

jersey (Jersey) worsted xvi; knitted close-fitting 
tunic xix. Name of the largest of the Channel 
Islands, in which the knitting of worsted articles 
was a staple industry. 

jess (chiefly pi.) straps for a hawk’s legs, xiv 
(ges). - OF. ges nom. sg. and acc. pi. (mod. jet 
cast)Rom. *jectus, for L.jactus throw, i.jacere 
(cf. eject). 

jessamine see jasmine. 

jest fdeed, exploit xiii; fidle tale xv; mocking 
speech; witticism, joke xvi. ME. geste - OF. L. 
gesta doings, exploits, n. pi. of pp. of gerere do, 
perform. 

Jesuit xvi. - F. Jesuite or modL. Jesuita, f. 
Jesus 4--ita -ite. Hence Jesuitical xvi. 

Jesus, Jesu the Founder of Christianity. Not 
used in OE., in which it was rendered by Hzlend 
Saviour; in ME (xii) not usu. written in full, 
but almost always in the abbreviated Gr. forms 
ihu(s), ihs, etc.; repr. ChrL. Iesus, obi. cases 
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Iesu - Gr. Iesous, Iesoii - late Heb. or Aramaic 
yesua', for earlier y'hosua Joshua, which is ex¬ 
plained as ‘Jah (or Jahveh) is salvation’ 

jet’ hard black form of lignite, xiv. ME. geet.jeet, 
later jeat, jeit - AN. geet, *jeet, OF. jaiet, jayet 
(mod. jais) L. gagates - Gr. gagdtes, f Gagas 
town in Lycia, Asia Minor, 

jet* tproject, protrude xvi; spout forth xvn. - 
(O)F. jeter throw Rom *jectare, for L. jactdre 
(see jactation). Hence (partly - F. jet) jet sb. 
tprojection; fswagger; stream of water, etc., 
shot out. xvii 

jetsam goods thrown overboard to lighten a 
vessel and afterwards washed ashore, xvi. 
Early forms jetson, sen, later -sam (cf. flot 

sam), contr. form of jettison. 

jettison action of throwing goods overboard, 
xv - AN. getteson, OF. getaison L. jactatio, 
on-, f. jact , jactdre-, see jet*, ation. Hence vb 
(often fig.) xix. 

jetty pier running out into the sea, etc.; fover 
hanging upper storey, xv. - OF. jetee, getee pro¬ 
jecting part of a building, structure to protect a 
harbour, sb. use of fern. pp. of jeter throw; see 
JET*. 

Jew xii (Giw, Gyu, Iu(w), leu). - OF. giu, earlier 
juiu (mod. juifj L. judaeus - Gr ioudaios, f. 
Aram y'hudhai, Heb. y'hudhi, f. y'hiidhdh 
Judah, name of a Jewish patriarch and the 
tribe descended from him. OE. had pi. Iudeas. 
Jew’s ear fungus growing on trees, esp. the elder 
(on which Judas Iscariot, acc. to legend, hanged 
himself) xvi; mistr. of medL. auricula Judae 
Judas’s ear. Jews’ harp, earlier Jews’ trump 

(xvi), rudimentary musical instrument, the as 
cription of which to Jews is unexpl. Hence Jew¬ 
ish xvi; OE. had Iudeisc. Jewry Jews’ quarter, 
ghetto xiii; Jews; fJudea, Palestine xiv. - AN. 
juerie, OF. juierie (mod. juiverie). 

jewel fcostly ornament of gold, silver, or 
precious stone xiii (fig. ‘treasure’, ‘gem’ xrv); 
precious stone, esp. as an ornament xvi. ME. 
iuel, iowel, gewel - AN. j(e)uel, OF. joel (nom 
sg. joiaus, mod. joyau)-, of doubtful formation, 
but ult. based on L. jocus jest, in Rom. game, 
sport. So jeweller xiv. - AN jueler, OF. juelier 
(mod. joaillier). jewellery, jewelry in ME. 
(xiv) - OF juelerie (mod. joaillerie): in mod. use 
(xvm) a new formation. 

Jezebel shameless woman xvi. Name of the 
infamous wife of Ahab, king of Israel (1 Kings 
16: 31; 19: 1, 2; 21; and 2 Kings 9: 30-7). 

jib' (naut.) triangular stay sail xvii (gibb). of 
unkn orig. Also jib vb. (naut.) pull a sail round 
xvii; synon. with Da. gibbe, Du. gijpen, G. geipen, 
but the initial cons, is against any immed. con 
nection; cf. gybe 

jib* projecting arm of a crane, xvm. of unkn. 
orig. 

jib3 (of a horse, etc ) stop and refuse to go on. xix 
(gib, jibb). of unkn. orig.; remarkably like OF 
giber kick, regiber (mod. regimber), whence ME. 
(once) regibben, but no historical connection 
may be supposed, 

jibe See GIBE, GYBE. 
jiffy (colloq.) moment, minute, xvm. of unkn. 

orig. Also jiff xvm. 

jig lively springy dance, music for this; flively 
ballad, light dramatic performance; (dial., si.) 
joke, sport, xvi. of unkn. orig. The mod. (xix) 
applications to various mechanical devices are 
from jig vb. in the sense ‘move rapidly or jerkily 
up and down or to and fro’ (xvii). which most 
prob. derives from the sb 

jigger1 tdancer of a jig xvii; (naut.) small tackle, 
and in various names of mechanical con 
trivances similar to those called jig xvm. f. 
prec. + -er1. 

jigger* xvm. Later var. of chigoe. 

jiggered in (colloq.) fm jiggered, euphem. sub 
stitute for a profane or indecent word. xix. 

jiggery-pokery (colloq.) underhand or tricky 
dealing, xix. synon with and perh. alt. of Sc. 
and north dial jookery pawkery, earlier 
juwkry-pawkry, jingling formation on (dial.) 
jouk dart, dodge, duck (xvi), of unkn. orig.; see 
-ERY. 

jiggle move restlessly with slight jerks, xix. 
partly f. jig vb.-t- LE3: partly modification of 

joggle, to express smaller movements, 

jig-saw machine fretsaw xix (orig. U S ); 
(jig-saw puzzle) xx. f jig + saw1. 

jin var of gill4, xvii. 

jUt tloose woman; woman who casts off a lover. 
xvii. ‘A new canting word’ in Blount’s ‘Glos- 
sographia’ of 1674, of unkn. orig.; hence as vb., 
the earliest recorded ex. of which (1660) shows 
a wider sense of‘deceive, cheat’, 

jim-jam tA. fanciful or trivial article xvi; B. pi. 
(orig. U S.) delirium tremens xix fanciful 
redupl. formation, 

jimmy var. of jemmy. 

jingle vb. xiv (gynglen), sb. xvi. imit.; cf. jangle; 

sp. with g- continued till xix. 
jingo Recorded first (xvii) in conjuror’s patter, 

usu. hey or high jingo, then (Motteux’s Rabelais, 
1694, tr. F. par Dieu) in by jingo!, a vigorous 
asseveration; of unkn. orig. The use of this excl. 
in the refrain of a music-hall song (1878) by 
G. W. Hunt gave rise to the use of jingo as a 
nickname for supporters of Disraeli’s resistance 
to the Russian advance on Turkey, whence it 
became a gen. term for advocates of a bellicose 
policy in dealing with foreign powers. Hence 
jingoism xix. 

jink quick turn so as to elude xvm; high jinks 
ffrolic at a drinking-party xvii, lively or bois¬ 
terous sport xix. So as vb. move with sudden 
quick motion, make a quick elusive turn, xvm 
orig. Sc., of unkn orig. 

jinn (one of) an order of spirits in Muslim 
demonology, xvii (dgen). - Arab, jinn, coll, of 
jinni genie (also jinnee xix). 

jinricksha light two-wheeled man-drawn 
vehicle, xix. - Jap. jin-riki-sha, f. jin man + 
riki strength, power + sha vehicle. Cf. rickshaw 

jinx (U S.) person or thing that brings bad luck 
xx. of unkn orig. 

jitter (U S.) act in a nervous way xx So jitters 
sb. pi .jittery xx. of unkn. orig. 

jiu-jitsu var of jujitsu 

job1 pierce to a slight depth as with a pointed 

object, xv of symbolic orig.; cf bob*, stab 

(tstob), JAB, DAB1 
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job* piece of work xvi; transaction, operation 
xvn; position of employment xix (orig. U S. 
colloq). poss. transf. use of fjob piece, lump 
(xiv), cart-load (xvi), of unkn. orig. 

Job patriarch of the O.T. taken as a type of 
destitution and of patience, xvi. 

jobation f. t.jobe rebuke, reprimand (xvn), f. 
Job, in allusion to the lengthy reproofs ad¬ 
dressed to him by his friends; see -ation 

Jock Sc. var. of Jack; rustic (cf. Hodge), xvi. 

jockey pet-form of Jock; man of the people; lad 
xvi; fhorse-dealer; professional rider in horse¬ 
races xvn. f. Jock + -ey, V. Hence as vb. play the 
‘jockey’ with, outwit, trick xviii; ride as a jockey 
xix. 

jocose xvn. - L. jocosus, f. jocus, see joke, -ose. 

So jocular xvn. 
jocund xiv. - OF. jocond, jocund - L jocundus, 

late form of jucundus pleasant, agreeable 
(:-*juvicundus), i.juvdre help, delight, 

jodhpurs riding breeches tight from knee to 
ankle, xix. f. Jodhpur, name of a town in Raja¬ 
sthan (Rggputana), India, 

joey young kangaroo, xix. - Austral, aboriginal 
joe. 

jog fstab, prod; give a slight push to, nudge; intr. 
move as with a jolting pace, xiv of symbolic 
orig.; not common in literature before xvi. 
Hence joggle shake to and fro. xvi. 

Joh&iwine pert, to the apostle and evangelist 
John. xix. f. ecclL. Johannes John + -ine‘. 

johannisberger white wine produced at 
Johannisberg in the Rhemgau, Germany, xix. 

John one of the commonest Jewish and Chris¬ 
tian names (the name of two saints of the N T., 
John Baptist and John Apostle and Evangelist). 
ME. Io(ha)n, later Ihon, Iohn, John (sp. being 
based partly on abbrevs. of the L. form, Ihes. 
Ihdes, lohs, etc.) - late L. Idannes (medL. 
Idhannes) - N T. Gr. Idannes - Heb. yohanan, 
for y'hohdnan, expl. as ‘God (Jah) is gracious’. 
Cf. Jack. John Bull typical or individual Eng 
lishman; from the name of a character repr. the 
Eng. nation in Arbuthnot’s satire ‘Law is a 
Bottomless Pit’, 1712. John Dory xviii. Hence 
johnny, -ie («/-) pet-form of John, transf. fellow, 
chap. xvii. 

join put or bring together; come or be put to¬ 

gether. xiii. - joign-, pres, stem of (O)F. joindre 
L. jungere, f. IE. *jug- (see yoke). So joinder 
joining, xvii. - legal AN. joinder, sb. use of OF. 
joindre. joint articulation, as of bones xiii; part 

so joined xiv; (U.S.) place of resort (orig. of meet¬ 

ing), esp. for illicit purposes xix. - OF. joint and 

jointe, sb. uses of m. and fern. pp. of joindre. 
joint adj joined, combined (now only attrib.) 

xiv; holding or held in conjunction xv. - (O)F. 
joint, pp. of joindre. jointure -(junction, joint 

xrv; holding of property jointly, sole estate 

limited to the wife xv. - (O)F. L. junctura 
juncture. 

joist xiv. ME. giste, early mod. iust - OF. giste 
beam supporting a bridge (mod. gite)sb use 
of L. jacitum, n. pp. of jacere lie down, 

joke sb. xvn (joque). orig. si.; poss. - L. jocus 
word-play, jest. So joke vb. xvii. Hence joker 
jester, merry fellow xviii; something used in 

jovial 

playing a trick; odd card in a pack (orig U.S.) 
xix. 

jolly (arch.) of gay disposition, festive, jovial; 
tgallant, brave; tconfident; famorous xiv; 
splendid, fine; delightful xvi. ME. jolif - OF. 
jolif, (later and mod.)joli fgay, fpleasant, pretty, 
perh. f. ON. jo/ midwinter festival, feast, yule. 

jolly-boat ship’s boat, xviii. of unkn. orig.; cf. 
app. synon. fjolywat, gellywatte (xv-xvii), and 
YAWL. 

jolt move with jerks from one’s seat xvi; tbutt, 
nudge xvii. synon with somewhat earlier fjot, 
but the origin of both words is unkn., as also 
of the formally corr. first el. of jolthead large 
clumsy head, blockhead (xvi). 

jongleur itinerant minstrel in medieval 
France, xviii. - F., alt. of jougleur (OF. jogleor) 
(see juggler). 

jonquil species of narcissus, xvn. In early use 
junquilia - It. giunchiglia, the present form is - 
modL. jonquilla or F. jonquille - Sp. junquillo, 
dim. of junco L.juncus rush, reed, 

jorum large drinking-bowl, xviii. perh. f. name 
of Joram, who ‘brought with him vessels of 
silver, and vessels of gold, and vessels of brass’ 
(2 Sam. 8:10). 

joss Chinese idol, xviii. perh. ult. - Pg. + deos, 
deusL. deus god. 

jostle tmeet with in an encounter xiv; (trans. 
and intr.) knock or push (against) xvi. f. just, 
JOUST +-LE®. 

jot least part or point, xvi. Formerly also 
io{a)te - L. iota - Gr. iota iota. Hence (pre¬ 
sumably) jot vb. set down in the briefest form. 
XVIII. 

joule electrical unit, named 1882 after James 
Prescott Joule, English physicist, 

jounce jolt, bump. xv. of unkn. orig.; cf. bounce, 
flounce, pounce, trounce, all applied to kinds of 
abrupt or forcible movement, 

journal A. tdiumal (service-book) xiv; fitiner- 
ary; daily record of transactions; record of 
events xvi; daily newspaper xviii. B. part of a 
shaft or axle that rests on the bearings xix. - 
OF.jurnaljornal (mod. journal), sb. use of jour¬ 
nal adj., for earlier jornel late L. diurndlis 
diurnal. The development of sense B is unexpl. 
Hence journalist xvii (whence journalistic 
xix); journalism xix. journalize enter in a 
journal xviii; practise journalism xix. 

journey tday’s travel; spell of travel xiii; (dial.) 
day’s work (hence in journeyman, orig. one 
qualified to work for day wages) xrv; amount 
produced in a day’s work (e g. at the British 
Mint) xvi. - OF. jornee (mod. journee day, day’s 
work or travel)Rom. *diurndta, f. L. diurnum 
daily portion, in Rom. langs. day, sb. use of 
n. of diurnus diurnal. So vb. travel, xrv. - 
AN. journeyer. 

joust sb. xiii. - OF. j(o)uste, f. juster (mod. jouter) 
bring together, engage on horseback (whence 
joust vb. xiii) Rom. *juxtdre come together, 
encounter, f. L. juxtd near together, rel. to 
jugum yoke, jungere join. 
Jove Jupiter, xrv. By Jove xvi. See next, 
jovial funder the influence of the planet Jupi¬ 

ter, regarded astrol. as the source of happiness; 
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characterized by mirth, xvi. - F. - It. gioviale, 
f. Giove Jove, Jupiter L. Jov-, stem of OL. 
Jovis (for which classical L. had the comp, with 
pater father, Juppiter, Jupiter, corr. to Skr. 
dyau$ pitd ‘heaven father’; cf. deity, divine); 

see -lal. 
jowl1 jaw, jawbone; as in phr cheek by jowl, 

which repl. cheek by cheek, xvi. Later form of 
chawle, reduction of ME. chauel, OE. ceafl, corr. 
to OS. *kabai (in d. pi. kaflun), rel. to MHG. 
kivel, Du. kevel. 

jowl2 dewlap, crop, wattle, xvi. Later form of 
ME. cholle (xiv), OE. ceole, -u = OS., OHG. kela 
(G. kehle), throat, gullet. 

jowl* head, xrv (jolrap head-rope). Later form 
of cholle (xiv), of unkn. orig. 

joy xin. - (O)F. joie Rem. *gaudia, fern, for L. 
gaudia, pi. of gaudium joy, f. gaudere. So joy 
vb. frejoice xm; Ienjoy xrv. - OF. joir (mod 
jouir) Rom. *gaudire, for L. gaudere rejoice. 
So joyance xvi. joyous xrv. - AN. joyous, OF 
joios (mod. joyeux). 

jubilation xrv. - L. jubilatio, on-, f. jubilare 
(rustic word) call, halloo, (in Chr. writers) 
shout for joy; see -ation. So jubilant xvn. Not 
orig. rel. to next. 

jubilee year of emancipation and restoration 
of the Jews, kept every 50 years (see Lev. 25); 
fiftieth anniversary, xiv. - (O)F jubile - ChrL. 
jubilzeus adj. - (with assim. to jubilare: see 
prec.) ChrGr. iobelailos, f. iSbelos - Heb. yobhel 
jubilee, orig. ram, (hence) ram’s horn, with 
which the jubilee year was proclaimed. 

Judaic xvn; earlier Judaical xv. - L. Juda 
icus - Gr. Ioudaikos, f. Ioudaios Jew. So 

Judaism xvi. - ChrL. Juda ism us - Gr. Iou- 
daismos. So Judaize xvi. - ChrL. judaizare - 
Gr. ioudaizein. 

judas opening through which one can look 
without being seen. xix. - F. judas, transf. use 
of the name of the disciple who betrayed Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 26: 48). 

judge officer appointed to administer the law, 
arbiter, umpire, xiv. - OF. juge L. judex, 
judic-, {.jus right, law + -dicus speaking (see dic¬ 

tion). So vb. xiii. - (O)F. juger L. judicare. 
judg(e)ment xm. - (O)F. jugement, f. juger. 
Hence judgmatic(al) judicious xix. 

judicature action or office of a judge; body of 
judges, xvi. - medL. judiedtura, f. pp. stem of 
judicare judge; see -ure. 

judicial pert, to judgement or a judge xiv; giv¬ 
ing judgement xvi. - L. judicialis, f. judicium 
judgement, f. judex, judic- judge; see ial So 
judicious xvi. - F. judicieux. 

Judy wife of Punch, xix. pet-form of the female 
name Judith 

jug1 deep vessel with a handle for holding liquid 
xvi; (si.) prison xix prob. a use of the proper 
name Jug, pet-form of Joan, Joanna, and Jenny. 

jug2 imit. of the notes of the nightingale, xvi 
juggernaut (</-) title of Krishna, avatar of 
Vishnu; idol of this carried in an enormous 
car, under which (it was once said) devotees 
threw themselves, xvii; also fig. - Hindi Jagan 
nath - Skr. Jagannatha-, f jagat- world + natha 
lord, protector. 
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juggins (si.) simpleton, xix. perh. a use of the 
surname Juggins, f. Jug (see jug'). 

juggler tjester, buffoon; fmagician, wizard; 
conjurer, xii. ME. iugelere, -lour, iogeler - OF. 
jog , j(o)uglere, acc. jogleor, etc. L. joculdtor, 
or-, f joculari jest; also OF joglermedL .jocu¬ 
lar is buffoon, sb. use of the adj. So jugglery xm. 
Hence (or - OF jugler) juggle xiv. 

jugular pert, to the neck or throat, xvi. - late 
L. juguldris, f. L. jugulum collar-bone, dim. of 
jugum yoke; see ar. 

juice xm (iuys). - (O)F. jus - L.jus broth, sauce, 
vegetable juice (cf. Skr. yuj-, OS1. jucha soup, 
broth, Gr. zdme leaven), f. IE. *jeu- mix. 

ju-jitsu, -jutsu xix. - Jap. jujutsu, f.ju gentle 
+jutsu science. 

jujube edible fruit of plant of genus Zizyphus 
xrv; lozenge of the shape of or flavoured with 
this xix. - (O)F. jujube or medL. jujuba, ult. - L. 
zizyphum - Gr. zizuphon. 

julep sweet or syrupy liquor xiv; (U.S.) iced and 
flavoured spirit and water (esp. mint julep) xix. - 
(O)F. julep (ult.) - Arab julab rose-water - Pers. 
guldb, f. gul rose + db water, 

julienne vegetable soup. xix. - F.. for potage a 
la julienne, f. proper name Jules or Julien (the 
reason is unkn ). 

July xm. - AN Julie - L. Julius, so named after 
Caius Julius Caesar, who was born in this 
month, the orig. name Quin(c)tilis being 
changed to Julius after his death and 
apotheosis. 

jumble fintr. move about in disorder; fmake 
a confused or discordant noise; mingle in 
confusion, xvi. partly synon. with late ME. 
tjumpere, fjombre, both app. being formed 
on a symbolic base with iterative or frequent, 
suffix. So sb. medley, disorder, xvii. 

jumbo big clumsy person, animal, etc. xix. 
prob. the second element of mumbo-jumbo. 

jump move or be moved up and down as with 
a leap or spring xvi; leap over xvii; (U.S. and 
Colonial) take summary possession of (a claim) 
xix. prob. imit.; cf. bump, thump Hence jump 
sb. xvi. 

jumper loose garment for the torso, xix. of 
uncert. orig. 

junction xvm. - L. junctio, -on-, f. junct-, pp. 

stem of jungere join; see yoke, -tion. So junc¬ 
ture place of joining xrv; convergence of events 

xvii. - L.junctura joint. 

June xii. - (O)F. juin L. Junius, var. of 
Junonius sacred to the goddess Juno, 

jungle (orig.) waste land; (hence) land over 
grown with underwood, xvm. - Hindi jahgal 
Skr jahgala- arid region 

junior younger xvii; of lower standing xvm; sb 
xvi. - L. junior (:- *juvenior), compar. of juvenis 
YOUNG. 

juniper xrv. - L juniper us. 
junk1 old rope xv (hence, worthless stuff, 
rubbish xx); salt meat used on long voyages 
(compared to pieces of rope) xvm. of unkn. orig. 

junk2 native sailing vessel, esp. of the China 
seas. xvii. - F. fjuneque(mod. jonque), Pg.junco, 
or Du jonk - Javanese djong, Malay jong. 

junker young German noble, spec, reactionary 
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member of Prussian aristocracy, xvi (not com¬ 
mon till xix). - G., for earlier junkherir), f. MHG. 
junc young + herre (mod. herr) lord, 

junket (rush) basket for fish xrv; dish prepared 
with cream, orig. laid in or on rushes xv; tdainty 
dish or confection; feast, banquet xvi. - (O)F. 
jonquette, f jonc rush L juncus. 

junta (in Spain and Italy) deliberative or ad¬ 
ministrative council xvn; body of men com¬ 
bined for a common (political) purpose xviii. - 

Sp., Pg junta Rom. sb. use of fern, pp . juncta 
of L. jungere join. In the latter sense often 
also junto (xvii), with ending assim. to Sp. sbs. 
in -o. 

Jupiter supreme deity of the ancient Romans 
xm (in earliest use Iubiter), largest of the planets 
xiii; (alch.) +tin xrv; t(her., in blazoning by the 
names of heavenly bodies) azure xvi - L.; see 
JOVIAL. 

jurassic (geol.) pert, to oolitic formations of 
which the Jura mountains chiefly consist, xix. - 
F.jurassique, f. Jura. 

jurat1 municipal official or magistrate in the 
Cinque Ports, the Channel Islands, and some 
French towns, etc. xv. - L.juratus (cf. foil ). 

jurat2 (leg.) memorandum of the swearing of an 
affidavit, xviii. - L juratum, n. pp. of jurare\ see 
JURY. 

juridical xvi. f. L.juridicus, i.jus,jur- law (with 
lndo-Iranian cogns.) + -dicus saying, f. dicere 
say. So jurisconsult one learned in the law. 
xvii. - L. jurisconsultus, f. juris, g. of jus + 
consultus. jurisdiction xm. Earliest forms 
iure-, iuridiccioun - OF. jure-, (also mod.) juri- 
diction, later conformed to the orig. L. juris- 
dictio, -on--, f. jurist diet id declaration (see 
diction), jurisprudence fskill in law; system 
of law xvii; science of law xviii. - late L. jurist 
tlawyer xv; legal writer xvii. - F. juriste or 
medL. jurista. juror xiv. - AN. jurour L. 

juxtaposition 

jurdtor, -dr-, jury company of men sworn to 
give a verdict, xiv. ME. iuree - AN. juree - 
OF. juree oath, juridical inquiry, inquest - (AL. 
jurata) sb. use of fern. pp. of L. jurare swear; 
see -Y5. 

jury-mast (naut.) temporary mast. xvi. of un- 
cert. orig. 

jussive (gram.) expressing command, xix. f. 
juss-, pp. stem of L.jubere command; see -ive. 

just righteous, fair; well-founded; proper, cor¬ 
rect, fexact. xrv. - (O)F. juste - L. justus, f. jus 
(cf. jury). Hence just adv. exactly, precisely xiv; 
precisely (now or then); not more than, barely 
xvii; not less than, quite xviii. 

just var. of joust. 
justice exercise of judicial authority; judicial 

officer, judge xii; quality of being just xiv; right¬ 
fulness xvi. - (O)F. - L. justitia righteousness, 
equity, f Justus just, see -ice. So justiciar (hist.) 
xv, justiciary xvi. - medL. justitidrius, see -ar, 

-ary. 

justify tjudge, condemn, punish; show to be 
just; make good, verify xiv; maintain the justice 
of; make exact, adjust (esp. printing type) xvi. - 
(O)F. justifier - ChrL. justificare do justice 
to, vindicate, f. justus just: see -fy. So 
justification xiv (theol. xvi). - (O)F. or ChrL. 
justifiable xvi. - F. 

jut project, stick out. xvi. var. of jet2, by assim. 
to ijutty (xv) project, also tjetty (xvi), and ijutty 
(xv) pier, jetty. 

jute fibre from the bark of Indian trees (genus 
Corchorus) used for sacking, etc. xviii. - Bengali 
jhdfojhuto. 

juvenile adj. xvii; sb. xviii. - L. juvenilis, f. 
juvenis young; see -ile. So juvenilia works 
produced in one’s youth, xvii. - L. n. pi. 

juxtaposition placing close together, xvii. - 

F., f. L.juxta (cf. joust). So juxtapose xix. See 
pose, position. 



K 
Kabyle Berber of Algeria or Tunis, xix. - Arab 
kaba’il, pi of kabila tribe, 

kaddish portion of the daily ritual of the syna¬ 
gogue. xvii. - Aram, kaddis holy. 

Kaffir finfidel; member of a S. Afr. people of the 
Bantu family, xix. - Arab, kafir, prp. active of 
kafara be unbelieving, 

kailyard see kale. 

kainite (min.) hydrous chlorosulphate of mag¬ 
nesium and potassium, xix. - G. kainit, f. Gr. 
kainos new + -iTE; named by C. F. Zincken in 
1865 with ref. to its recent formation, 

kaiser emperor, xvi. - G. kaiser and Du. keizer, 
tke(i)ser, a Gmc. adoption of L. Caesar through 
Gr kaisar, repr. by OE. cdsere, OS. kesur, OHG 
keisar, ON. keisari, Goth, kaisar. 

kale, kail cabbage xm (cale), cabbage broth xv. 
north, var. of cole. Hence kailyard cabbage- 
garden (yard1), familiar since 1895 as an epithet 
of fiction and its authors (literature of the k., k. 
school) describing, with much use of the ver¬ 
nacular, common life in Scotland, 

kaleidoscope xix. f. Gr. kalos beautiful + eidos 
shape + -scope. 

kalends see calends. 

kali prickly saltwort, Salsola kali xvi; tsoda ash 
xviii; (lemon k.) mixture of tartaric acid and bi¬ 
carbonate of soda xix. - Arab, kily, see alkali. 

kalmia genus of Amer. evergreen shrubs, xviii. 

modL., f. name of Peter Kalm, a pupil of Lin 
naeus; see -ia1. 

kampong Malay village, xix. See compound*. 

kangaroo xvm. Said by Capt. James Cook 
(1770) and Joseph Banks (1770) to have been a 
native Australian name (kangooroo), which is 
supported by some later writers, but denied by 
others. 

Kantian pert, to Immanuel Kant (1724-1804), G. 
philosopher; see -ian. xix (Kantianism). 

kaolin fine white porcelain clay. xvm. - F. - 
Chinese kao-ling name of a mountain (kao high, 
ling hill) in N. China, whence the stuff was orig. 
obtained. 

kapok fine cotton wool from the seeds of a tree, 
xvm (capoc). ult. - Malay kapok. 

kaput finished, done for. - G. kaputt broken, 
done for - F. capot (Jaire c. ‘capsize’ or ‘beat at 
cards by taking all the tricks’), of uncert. orig. 

Karaite member of a Jewish sect which bases 
its tenets on literal interpretation of the scrip¬ 
tures. xvm. f. Heb. k'ra im scripturalists, f. kard 
read; see -ite. 

karma fate, destiny (as determined by one’s ac¬ 
tions in a former state of existence), xix. Skr. 
karma- action, effect, fate, f. IE. *qer- make. 

kar(r)oo barren tract of land in S. Africa, xviii. 

of Hottentot orig. 
karyo- comb, form of Gr. karuon nut, kernel, 
in biol. terms referring to the nucleus of a cell, 
xix. 

katabolism (biol.) destructive metabolism, 
xix. f. Gr. kataboli, f. katabdllein throw down; 
see CATA-, ISM. 

katydid (U.S.) insect of the locust family, pro¬ 
ducing a noise which the name is taken to echo. 
XVIII. 

kava intoxicating beverage, xix. of S.W. Poly¬ 
nesian orig. 

kayak xviii. - Eskimo. 
kebab xvii (cabob). - Urdu (Pers.) - Arab, ka- 
bdb, also through Turk. 

kedgeree Indian dish of rice with condiments; 
dish made from cold fish, etc., served hot. xvii 

(kits-, ketch-, kichery). - Hindi khicri, f. Skr. 
khicca- dish of rice and peas. 

keel1 lowest longitudinal timber (or iron plat¬ 
ing) of a ship xiv; (nat. hist.) central ridge xvi. 
ME. kele - ON. kjQlr Gmc *keluz. So keel¬ 
haul, -hale xvii. - Du. kielhalen. See hale*. 

keel1 flat-bottomed vessel, lighter, xiv. ME. 
kele - MLG. kel, MDu. kiel ship, boat = OE. ceol, 
OS., OHG. kiol (Du., G. kiel), ON. kjollGmc. 
*keulaz. 

keelson see kelson. 
keen1 twise; fbrave, fierce OE.; having a sharp 
edge or point; pungent, biting xm; ardent, in¬ 
tense xiv; penetrating, acute xviii. OE. cene = 
OS. *koni, MLG kone (Du. koen), OHG. kuoni 
(G. kiihn) bold, brave, ON. kaenn skilful, ex 
pert Gmc. *konjaz, which has no certain 
cogns. 

keen1 lament, xix. - Ir. caoinim I wail, 
keep pt.. pp. kept A. fseize, hold, watch (for); pay 
regard to, observe OE.; B. take care of, guard 
xii; preserve, maintain; withhold, restrain xrv; 
C. reside, dwell (in) xiv. Late OE. cepan, pt. cepte, 
of which no cogns. are known. Its sense- 
development has been in.fl. by its being used to 
render L. servare, with its comps, con-, ob-, prae-, 
reservare. Hence sb. A. fcare, heed; B. donjon of 
a castle xm; C. act of keeping, being kept xvm; 
sustenance xix. (The origin of B is not certain.) 
keepsake thing kept for the sake of the giver 
xvm; literary annual containing collections of 
tales, poems, etc., intended as a gift, common in 
early xix. 

keg xvii. dial. var. of north, cag (xv) - Icel. kaggi. 
kelp large seaweed xiv; calcined ashes of sea¬ 
weed xvii. ME. culp(e), of unkn. orig. 

kelpie water-sprite of the Scottish Lowlands 
xvm of unkn. orig. 

kelson, keelson line of timber inside a ship 
parallel to the keel. xvii. ME. kelswayn, -sweyn, 
-syng, mod. kelsine, perh. points to an original 
*kelswin, the nearest parallel to which, and the 
prob. source, is LG. kielswin (whence also G. 
kielschwein. Da. kelsvin, Sw. kolsvin), f. kiel 
keel1 + (prob.) swin swine, used, like cat, dog, 
horse, for a timber. The form keelson is due to 
assim. to keel1. 



kempt 

kempt see unkempt 
ken tmake known OE ; (arch., dial.) know 
xm. OE. cennan - OS. kennian (Du. kennen), 
(O)HG. kennen, ON. kenna, Goth, kannjan, f. 
Gmc. *kann- know, can3. Prop, causative, ‘make 
known’, which was the only use in OE and 
Gothic, but in Gmc. langs. gen. it acquired the 
sense ‘know’ at an early period; in Eng. this use 
may be immed. due to Norse; in Sc. it has dis¬ 
placed know, know. Hence ken sb. treasure of 
distance at sea; range of vision or perception. 
XVI. 

kennel' house for the shelter of a house-dog 
or hounds, xiv. - AN. *kenil = OF. chenil. It. 
canile medL. canile, f. canis dog (cf. hound). 

Hence vb be in, put into, a kennel, xvi. 
kennel3 street gutter, xvi. Later form of 
can(n)el watercourse (xm), gutter (xiv) - ONF. 
canel = OF. chanel channel'. 

kenosis (theol.) renunciation by Jesus Christ 
of attributes of the divine nature in the In¬ 
carnation. xix. - Gr. kenosis emptying, f. kenoun 
(f. kenos) empty, with ref. to heautdn ekenose ‘he 
emptied himself’ (Phil. 2: 7). So kenotic xix. 

Kentish OE. Centisc, f. Cent - L. Cantium, Gr. 
Kdntion (dkron), f. OCelt. *kanto- (i) rim, border, 
or (ii) white; see -ish'. 

kepi French military cap. xix. F. kepi - Swiss 
G. kappi, dim. of kappe cap 

kerb edging of stone for a raised path, etc. xvm 
{kerb-stone), var. of curb with quasi-phonetic sp. 

kerchief (arch.) cloth head-covering, xm. ME. 
c(o)urchef, kerchif - AN. courchef = (O)F. 
couvre-, cuevre<hef, f. couvrir cover + chief head 
(see chief). The form kerchief is from the var. 
cuevrechef (cf. ME. kever cover, from cuevr-, 
stressed stem of couvrir). Hence handker¬ 
chief xvi, neckerchief xiv (necke couerchef, 
neckerchef). 

kerf cut, spec, of a saw. OE. cyrf (ME. kirf, 
kerf)Gmc. *kurbiz, f. *kurb- *kerb- carve; cf. 
ON. kurfr chip and ME., mod. dial, carf (con¬ 
tinuing ME. kerf). 

kermes female of the insect Kermes ilicis, for¬ 
merly supposed to be a berry ; red dye-stuff ob¬ 
tained therefrom; {k. oak) evergreen oak on 
which it lives xvi; (k. mineral) red sulphide of 
antimony xvm. - F. kermes - Arab. (Pers.) kir- 
miz (cf. crimson). 

kermis fair, carnival, xvi. - Du. kermis, t-misse, 
f. kerk church + misse mass'; orig. feast of dedi¬ 
cation of a church accompanied by a fair, 

kern* light-armed Irish foot-soldier; peasant, 
xiv. - Ir. ceithern OIr. ceitern band of 
foot-soldiers. 

kern3 part of a metal type extending beyond the 
body or shank, xvn. perh. for *carn - F. carne 
corner, salient angle, Norman-Picard var. of 
OF. charne - L. cardo, cardin- hinge, 

kernel fseed, pip; inner edible part of a nut; 
(dial.) enlarged gland OE ; nucleus, core xvi. OE. 
cyrnel, dim. of corn seed, corn', see -el'. Present 
sp. appears xiv as a var. of north, and midi 
kirnel. 

kerosene xix. irreg f. Gr. keros wax + -ene. 

kersey kind of coarse cloth xiv. prob. f. name 

kidney 

of Kersey in Suffolk (cf. AL. panni cersegi xm, 

carsea xv. AN. drop de kersy xrv). 

kerseymere twilled woollen cloth, xvm. alt. of 
cassimere. early var. of cashmere, by assoc, with 
prec. 

kestrel xv. Earliest form castrell, perh. for 
*casserell - dial, var casserelle of F. crecerelle, 
tcresserelle, f. synon. crecelle rattle, kestrel, 
perh. ult. of imit. orig. 

ketch xvn. Earlier cache (xv), perh. f. catch. 

ketchup xvm (earlier catchup xvn, catsup 
xvm). - Chinese (Amoy) koe-chiap, ke-tsiap 
brine of fish; cf. Malay kechap. 

kettle xm. - ON ketill = OE. cetel, WS. cietel 
(ME., dial, chetel), OS. (Du.) ketel, OHG. kezzil 
(G. kessel), Goth. *katils Gmc. *katilaz - L. 
catillus, dim. of catinus deep vessel for serving 
or cookmg food. Hence kettledrum xvi. 

key instrument to lock and unlock. OE. cxg{e) 
= OFris. kei, kay\ of unkn. orig. 

Keys pi. of key in spec, application to the 24 
members forming the elective branch of the 
legislature of the Isle of Man, more fully House 
of Keys. xv. 

khaki dull-brownish yellow; fabric of this col¬ 
our. xix. - Urdu kakidusty, f. kak (- Pers.) dust, 

khan title of rulers (later of officials, etc.) in 
countries of the East. xrv. Early forms caan, 
c(h)an{e) - OF. chan or medL. ca{a)nus, canis 
- E. Turkish (hence Arab., Pers.) khan lord, 
prince, alt. olkhdkan. 

khedive title of viceroy of Egypt, xix. - F. 
khedive, ult. - Pers. kediv prince, 

kibble large bucket used in mining, xvn. - 
G. kiibel (cf. OHG. miluh<hubili milk-pail) = 
OE, cyfel - medL. cupellus, -a corn-measure, 
drinking-vessel, f. cuppa cup. 

kibe chilblain, xiv. of uncert. orig.; cf. W. cibi, 
cibwst. 

kibosh in phr. put the k. on dispose of finally; 
sb. (app. assoc, with bosh) nonsense, xix. of 
unkn. orig. 

kick strike with the foot. xiv. ME. kike, of unkn. 
orig. Hence sb. xvi. 

kickshaw(s) fancy dish in cookery; trifle, gew¬ 
gaw. xvi. - F. quelque chose something, 

kid' young of a goat xii; skin of a kid; (young) 
child xvi. - ON. kid *kidjam, rel. to OHG. 
chizzi, kizzln (G. kitze), f. Gmc. *kid-, of which 
no cogns. are known. Hence kiddy young goat 
xvi; (si., colloq.) little child xix. 

kid3 small tub. xvm. perh. var. of kit'. 

kid* (si.) hoax, humbug, xix. perh. ‘make a kid 
of’, f. kid'; kiddy has been similarly used. Hence 
kid sb. humbug. 

kidnapper, U.S. -naper one who steals chil¬ 
dren (and others), orig. to provide servants and 
labourers for the American plantations xvii. f. 
kid' + napper, cant word (xvn) for ‘thief ’ (f. nap, 
var. of nab + -er'). Hence vb. xvn. 

kidney organ that secretes urine xiv; transf. 
temperament, nature xvi. of obscure orig. ME. 
sg. kidnei and pi. kidneiren suggest that the 
word was a comp, of ei, pi. eiren (OE. xg, pi. 
xgru) egg', the pi. kidneires being partly ana¬ 
logical, partly due to assoc, with ME. and dial. 
nereis) kidney(s) OE. *neore, corr. to OHG. 



kier 253 kith 

nioro m. (G. niere fern), ON. nyra, rel. to Gr 
nephros kidney, scrotum, L. nefrones loins. On 
the other hand, if the first el. is (dial.) kid pod 
(:- OE. *cydda *kuddja-, see cod'), the word 
may have been OE. *cyd(e)neora, the ME. repr. 
of which was assoc, with ei, eiren, the shape of 
the kidney assisting the comparison, 

kier vat. xvi (earlier in combs, boiling-, 
brewing-, gyle-, gyling-). - ON. ker vessel, tub = 
OHG char, Goth, kas, of unkn. orig. 

kilderkin cask for liquids, fish, etc.; measure 
of capacity, xrv. ME. kilderkyn, alt. of kyn(d)er- 
kyn - MDu. kindekijn, kinne- (Du. kinnetje), f. 
medL. quintale (see quintal). 

kill fstrike, beat xra; put to death xrv. ME. kulle, 
kille, kelle\ these vars. point to an OE. *cyllan 
Gmc. *kuljan, rel. by gradation to *kwaljan kill, 
QUELL. 

kiln OE. cylene - L. culina kitchen, cooking- 
stove. 

kilo- - F. (1795), arbitrarily f. Gr. khilioi thou 
sand, in weights and measures, as kilogramme 
(abbrev. kilo), kilometre, hence in kilowatt. 

kilt skirt of Highland dress, xviii. f. north, dial. 
kilt vb. gird or tuck up, of Scand. orig. (cf. Sw. 
dial, kilta swathe. Da. kilte (op) tuck up, Olcel. 
kilting, kjalta skirt, lap). 

kimono long Jap. robe with sleeves; in Eur. 
use, form of dressing-gown. xix. - Jap., f. ki- 
wear + mono thing. 

kin family, race; class, kind. OE. cyn(n) = 
OFris. kin, ken, kon, OS. kunni (Du. kunne), 
OHG. kunni, ON. kyn, Goth, kuniGmc. *kun- 
jam, f. weak grade of *kin- *kan- *kun- IE. 
*gen- *gon- *gn- produce (whence Gr. genos, L. 
genus race, kind, sex, genus, Gr. gignesthai be¬ 
come, L. gignere beget). Hence kinsfolk xv, 
kinship xix, kinsman xii, kinswoman xiv. 

-kin suffix forming dims. - MDu. -kijn, -ken, 
MLG. -kin = OHG., OS. -kin (G. -chen)\ of WGmc. 
extent, but not in OE.; first found (xm) in 
personal names; formations on common nouns 
appeared in xiv, but they are not frequent till 
xvi (boy kin, lady kin, lambkin)-, some are - Du. 
(catkin, manikin)-, others are of obscure orig. 
(jerkin). See also -kins. 

kind1 tbirth, descent; nature; manner; race, 
kin; class, genus, species. OE. cynd(e), earlier 
gecynd(e) Gmc. *zakundiz, -jam, f. *ja- y- 

+ *kunjam KiN + *-diz IE. *-tis (abstr. suffix). 
Hence kindly adj. fnatural; flawful OE.; good- 
natured xiv; adv. fnaturally OE.; goodnaturedly 
xm. OE. gecyndelic, -lice. 

kind1 fnatural, native OE.; fwell-bom, well 
bred; naturally well-disposed xm; showing 
benevolence xiv. OE. gecynde Gmc. *3akun- 
djaz, f. *zakundiz kind'; the pref. was dropped in 
early ME. 

kindergarten xix. - G., ‘children’s garden’, f. 

g. pi. of kind child \garten garden. 

kindle set fire to. xn. f. ON. kynda + -le3. 

kindred relationship by blood; body of persons 

so related, kin. xn. ME. cun-, kinrede(n), f. 

kin +-red(e), -red condition. ME. has also kind- 
reden (perh. f. kind1), but the present form 

appears to have arisen from intercalation of d 
between n and r, as in thunder. 

kine (arch., dial.) cattle, xm. ME cun, kyne, 
ke(e)n, based on OE. cyna, g. pi. of cu cow1, 

kinetic pert, to motion, xix. - Gr. kinetikos, f. 
kinein move; see -ic. 

king OE. cyning, later cyng, cing = OFris. kin-, 
kon-, kening, OS., OHG. kuning (Du. koning, G. 
konig), Gmc. *kunitjgaz (ON. konungr has a 
var. form of the suffix), prob. f. *kunjam 
kin + *-iijgaz -ing*, as if ‘scion of the (noble) 
race’. Hence kingdom fkingship OE.; realm 
xm. OE. cyningdom. kingfisher xvi (fking’s- 
xv). In comb, applied to large or principal fea¬ 
tures, as king bolt (xix), -post (xvm). king’s evil 
scrofula, for which the sovereign ‘touched’, xrv. 

kink twist or curl in rope, etc., xvn; mental twist 
(orig. U S.) xix. orig. naut. - (M)LG. kinke (Du. 
kink). 

-kins dim. suffix, var. of kin (from xvi) in cer¬ 

tain oath-words, as bodikins, lakins, mask ins, 
pittikins, and in words like babykins, boykins, 
lambkins. 

kiosk open pavilion or summer-house xvii; 

light structure for sale of newspapers, etc., xix. - 
F. kiosque - Turk. ko$k pavilion - Pers. kusk 
palace. 

kipper A. (?) male salmon in the spawning sea¬ 
son OE.; B. salmon, herring, etc., cured by rub¬ 
bing with salt and drying xvm. Of obscure 
history; identical in form with OE. cypera (-el) 
(once, in collocation with leax salmon), ME. 
kypre, kiper (xiv), kepper (xvi), used app. in 
sense B. Hence vb. cure (fish) in the above 
manner, xvm. 

kirk (north, and Sc.) church, xii. - ON. kirkja - 
OE. cir(i)ce church. 

kirsch(wasser) liqueur made from wild 
cherries crushed, xix. - G. kirsch(en)wasser, f. 
kirsche cherry + wasser water. 

kirtle (obs. or dial.) man’s tunic or coat; (arch, 
or dial.) woman’s gown or skirt. OE. cyrtel 
Gmc. *kurtilaz, f. *kurt-, usu. taken to be - L. 
curtus short; see curt, -le1. 

kismet fate. xix. - Turk. - Arab. (Pers.) kismat 
portion, fate, f. kasama divide, apportion, 

kiss vb. OE. cyssan (pt. cyste, pp. cyssed) = OS. 
kussian (Du. kussen), OHG. kussen (G. kussen), 
ON. kyssa Gmc. *kussjan, f. *kussaz a kiss, 
whence OE. coss (to xvi), OS. kos, kus (Du. kus), 
(O)HG kuss, ON koss. Hence sb. xiv, super 
seding coss. 

kit1 circular wooden hooped vessel xrv; soldier’s 
necessaries packed in a knapsack; outfit; set, lot 
xvm. - MDu kitte (Du. kit tankard), of unkn. 
orig. 

kit1 (arch.) small fiddle, xvi. perh. deduced from 
the first syll. of L. cithara, Gr. kithara cither. 

kitchen OE. cycene = OS. *kukina (MLG. ko- 
kene, MDu. cokene, Du. keuken), OHG. chuhhina 
(MHG. kuchen, G. kiiche) - *cocina pop. var of 
late L. coquina, f. coquere cook. 

kite bird of prey OE.; toy to be flown xvn. OE. 
cyta, prob. of imit. orig. 

kith -{-knowledge; fnative place; tone’s friends, 
fellow-countrymen, neighbours OE.; kith and 
kin country and kinsfolk, (in mod. use) relatives 
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generally xiv. OE. cyd(d), earlier cyddu = OHG. 
chundida Gmc. *kunpit>a, f. *kunp- known; 
see uncouth. 

kitten xiv. ME. kitoun, ketoun - AN. *kitoun, 
*ketoun, var. of OF. chitoun, chetoun (mod. 
chaton), dim. of chat cat; the ending was assim. 
to -EN’. Hence kit* xvi. 

kittiwake xvu. imit. 
kittle (orig. Sc. and north, dial.) ticklish, risky, 
delicate, xvi. f. kittle vb. tickle, prob. of ON. ori¬ 
gin, corr. to late OE. kitelung ‘titillatio’, noun 
of action from a vb. repr. by OS. kitilon (Du. 
kittelen), MLG. keielen, OHG. kizzilon, kuzzilon 
(G. kitzeln), ON. kitla. 

kiwi xix. - Maori. 
klepht one of the Greeks who refused to submit 
to the Turks after the conquest of Greece in xv; 
brigand, xix. - modGr. klephtes = Gr. kleptes 
thief; cf. next. 

kleptomania xix. f. klepto-, comb, form of Gr. 
kleptes thief, rel. to kleptein = L. clepere, Goth. 
hlifan steal; see mania. 

klipspringer S. Afr. antelope, xviii. - Afri¬ 
kaans, f. Du. klip rock + springer, agent-noun 
(see -er‘) of springen spring*. 

kloof (in S. Africa) ravine, xviii. - Du. kloof, 
MDu. clove = OHG. klobo (G. kloben), etc. 
Gmc. *kluban- (cf. cleave1). 

knack trick, dodge xrv; dexterous faculty; ttoy, 
knick-knack xvi. prob. identical with knack 
sharp blow or sound (xrv); ult. of imit. orig., 
but perh. immed. - Du., LG. knak. 

knacker A. (dial.) saddler xvi; B. dealer in old 
horses, horse-slaughterer, etc.; C. (dial, and si.) 
old worn-out horse xix. In A perh. orig. maker 
of small articles belonging to harness (f. knack 

+ -ER1); the relation of the senses is obscure, 
knapsack xvu. - MLG. knapsack, Du. knapzak, 
the first el. is held to be identical with G. knap- 
pen bite, eat, and the second is sack1. 

knapweed XV (knapweed), f. knop + weed1; alt. 
to knap- xvi. 

knave tboy, fmale servant OE.; base fellow xiii; 

lowest court card of a suit xvi. OE. cnafa = OHG. 
knabo (G. knabe boy) WGmc. *knaban-, rel. 
obscurely to synon. OE. cnapa = OS. cnapo, and 
OHG. knappo (G. knappe page, squire). Hence 
knavery xvi, knavish xiv. 

knead OE. str. vb. cnedan = OS. knedan (Du. 
kneden), OHG. knetan (G. kneteri), WGmc., f. 
*kned *knad-, of which another grade appears 
in ON. knoda. Weak inflexions appear xiv. 

knee OE. cneo(w) = OS. knio (Du. knie), OHG. 
kniu, kneo (G. knie), ON. kne, Goth, kniu Gmc. 
*knewam IE. *gnewom, f. base *gneu- *genu- 
*gonu- (cf. L. genu, Gr. gdnu knee). So kneel 

(pt., pp. kneeled, knelt). OE. cneowlian, corr. to 
(M)LG. knelen, Du. knielen. The form knelt is of 
recent orig. 

knell sound of a bell struck or rung. OE. cnyll, 
rel. to cnyllan knell vb. fbang, knock, ring a 
bell; the present form appears to date from 
c.1500 and may be due to assoc, with bell. Cf. 
MHG. erknellen resound, G. knall, knallen, Du. 
knal, knallen, applied to banging or cracking 
noises. 

knickerbockers loose-fitting breeches, xix. f. 

name of Diedrich Knickerbocker, the pretended 
author of Washington Irving’s History of New 
York’ (1809). The name is said to have been 
given to the garment from its resemblance to 
the knee-breeches of the Dutchman in Cruik- 
shank’s illustrations to the History, abbrev. 
knickers xix. 

knick-knack tpretty trick or artifice; light 

dainty article, trinket, xvu. redupl. of knack, 

with alternation of vowel as in dilly-dally, riff 
raff, etc. 

knife sb. xi. Late OE. cn\f - ON. knifr = OFris., 
MLG. knif MDu. cnijf (Du. knijf)Gmc. *kni- 
baz, of uncert. orig. Hence vb. xix. 

knight tboy, youth OE.; military follower; 
name of a rank, orig. in military service xi; 
knight of the shire xrv. OE. cniht boy, youth, man 
of arms, hero = OS. knecht, OHG. kneht (Du., G. 
knecht)WGmc. *knexta, of unkn. orig. Hence 
knight-errant xrv. knighthood xin (OE. 
cnihthdd boyhood), knightly xiv (OE. cnihtlic 
boyish). 

knit ftie in or with a knot OE.; draw close to¬ 
gether xrv; form a close texture of yarn or 
thread xvi. OE. cnyttan = MLG., MDu. knut- 
ten (G. dial, kniltten) WGmc. *knuttjan, f. 
*knuttan- knot1. 

knob small rounded lump or mass xrv; knoll; 
small lump of coal, etc. xvu; the head (see nob') 

xviii. - MLG. knobbe knot, knob, bud; cf. Flem. 
knobbe(n) lump of bread, etc., Du. knobbel 
bump, knob, knot. 

knobkerry stick with a knobbed head in S. 
Africa, xrx. f. knob + kerrie (- Hottentot kirri, 
keeri stick), after Afrikaans knopkierie. 

knock strike with a sounding blow. OE. cno- 
cian = MHG. knochen, ON. knoka, f. imit. base 
(cf. the similar and synon. OE. cnucian, MLG. 
knaken, Sw. knaka). 

knoll1 fsummit of a hill; hillock, mound. OE. 
cnoll, corr. to MDu., MHG. knolle clod (Du. knol 
turnip, tuber, G. knollefn) clod, lump, tumour), 
ON. knollr mountain summit, perh. Gmc. 
*knudld, f. base of knot1 . 

knoll* toll, ring a knell, xv. f. late ME. knoll 
church bell, tolling, perh. imit. alt. of knell. 

knop small round protuberance; bud of a 
flower, xrv. prob. - MLG., MDu. knoppe (Du. 
knop) = (O)HG. knopf knob, knot, button; of 
unkn. orig. 

knot1 intertwining of parts of rope, etc. (fig. 
something intricate) OE.; hard lump xni; thick¬ 
ened tissue of a plant; cluster or small group 
xrv. OE. cnotta = Du. knot, MLG. knotte, MHG. 
knotze knob, knotWGmc. *knuttan-\ cf. OHG. 
knodo, knoto (G. knoten), ON. knutr knot, knqttr 
ball. Hence knot vb. xvi, knotted xn. 

knot* red-breasted sandpiper, xvi. of unkn. 
orig.; later vars. were knat, gnat. 

knout whip, scourge, xviii. - F. - Russ, knut - 
Icel. knutr (see knot1). 

know pt. knew, pp. known perceive, recognize, 
distinguish xi; be acquainted or familiar with; 
be aware of or conversant with, apprehend as 
fact or truth xn. Late OE. (rare) str. vb. cnawan, 
earlier gecnawan, corr. to OHG. cnden, ON. 
pres. ind. sg. knd. In the earliest OE. and in 
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OHG. this vb. appears only in comps.; it is ab 
sent from LG. and Du. areas and from Gothic; 
in ON. it had lost the pres. inf. and meant ‘can’, 
(as an aux.) ‘do’, and in OHG. it had lost the orig. 
str. pt. and pp An orig. redupl. vb. based on IE. 
*gn- *gne- *gno-, repr. also by can2, ken, and L. 
noscere, cognoscere, Gr. gigndskein, OS1. znati, 
Skr jandti know 
knowledge fconfession; fact of knowmg, ac¬ 
quaintance. xiii. In earliest use north. (knau 
lage), later in gen. use knowleche, -lache\ prob. 
f. knowledge vb. acknowledge, recognize (xiii), 
early ME. cnaw-, cnouleche OE. *cnawlaecan 
(cndweldcing is recorded), f. (ge)cnawan 
know + -l2ecan, f. lac (see -lock). Hence know¬ 
ledgeable f(f. the vb.) recognizable xvn; (f. the 
sb.; orig dial.) well informed xix 

knub small lump or swelling, xvi. - MLG. 
knubbe, var. of knobbe knob. 

knuckle fend of a bone at a joint xiv; spec, bone 
at a finger-joint xv. ME. knokel - MLG. knokel, 
corr. to MDu. knokel, knokel (Du. kneukel), 
MHG. knuchel, kniichel (G. knochet), dim. of the 
base of MLG. knoke (Du. knok), MHG. knoche 
(G. knochen) bone. 

koala xix. - Austral, aboriginal kulla, kula. The 
current form koala arose perh. as a misreading 
of koola, which was formerly current. 

kobold (in G. folk-lore) familiar spirit, goblin, 
xix. - G. kobold, MHG. kobolt = MDu. cobout 
(Du. kabouter), perh. for *kobwalt, f. kobe house, 
cove' + stem of walten rule (see wield); cf. OE. 
cofgodas, -godu ‘house-gods’, lares and penates. 

kodak camera, xix. P., arbitrary word invented 
by George Eastman as a trade-mark, patented 
1888. 

kohl powder used to darken the eyelids, xvm. - 
Arab, kuhl; cf. alcohol. 

kohlrabi cabbage with turnip-like stem xix. - 
G. - (with assim. to kohl cole) It. cauli or cavoli 
rape, pi. of cavolo rapa, repr. medL. caulorapa, 
see cole, rape2. 

kopje, koppie small hill in S. Africa, xix. - Du 
kopje, Afrikaans koppie, dim. of kop head = OE 
copp, (O)HG. kopf. 

koran sacred book of Islam, xvm (currawn). - 

Arab, kur'an recitation, f. karaa read, 
kosher adj. and sb. of meat prepared according 
to Jewish law. xix. - Heb. kosher nght 

kotow, kowtow Chinese gesture of respect by 
touching the ground with the forehead, xix. - 
Chinese k'o-t’ou, f. k'o knock f/ ou head. Hence 
vb act obsequiously, xix. 

koumiss fermented liquor made from mare’s 
milk, xvii (chumis; earlier in corrupt forms 
cosmos, cosmus). - F. koumis, G. kumyss, Pol 
kumys, Russ, kurnfs, of Turkic orig. 

kraal Central or S. Air. village; cattle enclosure 
xvm. - Afrikaans - Pg. curral corral. 

Kremlin citadel in a Russian town. xvii. - F., 
ult. f. Russ, kreml , of uncert. orig. 

kriegspiel game simulating movements in 
warfare, xix. - G., ‘war-game’, 

kris, creese Malay dagger, xvi. ult. - Malay 
keris (through such forms as Du. kris, Sp., Pg. 
cris, F. criss). 

krummhorn obs. wind-instrument, xvii. - G., 
‘crooked horn’. 

krypton (chem.) rare gas. - Gr. krupton, n. of 
kruptos hidden, 

kudos xvm. - Gr. kudos. 
Ku-Klux-Klan xix. Fanciful invention said to 
be based on Gr. kuklos circle, cycle, and clan. 

kukri curved knife used by Gurkhas, xix. - 
Hindi kukri. 

kummel prop, kiimmel. German liqueur 
flavoured with cummin, xix. - G. kummel 
OHG. kumil cummin, var. of kumin - L. (Rom.) 
cuminum. 

kursaal public building for the use of visitors 
at a health resort, xix - G., f. kur - L. cura 
cure + saal hall, room. 

kvass fermented beverage of Russia, xvi 
(quass). Russ, kvas, rel. L. caseus cheese. 

kyanize treat (wood) so as to prevent decay, 
xix. f. name of the inventor J. H. Kyan +- -ize. 

kyloe One of a small long-horned breed of High¬ 
land cattle, xix. Also locally kyley, etc., repr. old 
vars. of the Northumberland place-name Kyloe 
(OE. cy-leah cow pasture). 

kyrie xvi; short for kyrie eleison xrv. - medL., 
repr. of Gr. Kdrie eleeson Lord, have mercy. 
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la see lah. 
laager encampment, xix. - Afrikaans lager 
(now laer) = G. lager, Du. leger, see lair, lea¬ 
guer. 

labarum Roman standard of the late Empire, 
xvii. - late L., of unkn. orig. 

labdanum xvi. med. form of L. ladanum (see 
LADANUM). 

labefaction overthrow, downfall, xvii. f. 
labefact-, pp. stem of L. labefacere weaken, f. labl 
fall + facere make, do1; see -tion. 

label fnarrow band or strip xiv; narrow strip 
carrying the seal of a document xvi; slip con¬ 
taining name or description of an object xvii; 
dripstone xix. - OF. label ribbon, fillet (now 
lambeau rag), perh. - Gmc. form rel. to lap', 
with dim. suffix. Hence vb. xvi. 

labial xvi. - medL. labialis, f. labia lips; see lip, 
-al'. So labiate xvni. - modL. 

labile xv. - late L. labilis, f. labi fall; see -ile. 
laboratory xvii. - medL. laboratorium, f. la- 
borare, -at-, see next and -ory'. Abbrev. lab xix. 

labour, U S. labor toil, work xm; travail of 
childbirth xvi. - OF. labo(u)r (mod. labeur 
ploughing) - L. labor, -or- exertion, trouble, 
suffering, perh. orig. burden under which one 
staggers, rel. to labare slip. So labour vb. xiv. - 
(O)F. labourer (now chiefly, plough), labourer 

xiv. - (O)F. laboureur, see -er!, -er2. laborious 

xrv. - (O)F. laborieux. 
laburnum xvi. - L., prob. of foreign orig. 
labyrinth xvi. - F. labyrintke or L. laby- 
rinthus - Gr. laburinthos, of non-Hellenic orig. 

lac dark red resin, red dye. xvi (lack(e), lacca). - 
(through Du. lak, F. laque, or Sp., Pg. laca, 
It. lacca) Hind, lakh Prakrit lakkha- Skr. 
laksd. Cf. LAKE2, SHELLAC. 

lace tnoose, snare; string or cord for tying xm; 
ornamental braid; openwork of cotton, silk, etc. 
xvi ME. la(a)s, (later) lace - OF. laz, las (mod. 
lacs noose) Rom. *lacium, for L. laqueus 
noose, rel. to lax deception, lacere, -licere entice. 
So lace vb. xm. - OF. lacier (mod. lacer). 

lacerate xvi f. pp. stem of L lacerare, f. lacer 
mangled, torn; see -ate3. 

lacertian pert, to the lizards, xix. f. L lacerta 
lizard + -ian. So lacertine. 

laches remissness, neglect xiv; (leg.) negligence 
in the performance of a legal duty xvi. - AN. 
laches(se) = OF. laschesse (mod. lachesse cow¬ 
ardice). f. lasche (mod. Idche) Rom. *lascus, 
for L. laxus lax; see -ess2 

lachrymal pert, to tears, xvi. - medL. lachry 
malis, lacrimalis. f. lacrima, earlier lacruma 
tear, rel. to Gr. dakru, see -al'. So lachry¬ 
matory tear vase. xvii. lachrymose tearful 
xvii. - L. 

laciniate (nat. hist.) jagged, slashed, xvm. f. L. 
lacinia tuft, fringe, skirt of a garment + ate2. 

lack vb tbe wanting xn; tblame, disparage xiii; 

be without xiv; sb. fdefect, fault xii; want, need 
xrv. perh. f. a Gmc. base *lak- orig. expressing 
‘deficiency’, defect’, which may have been repr. 
in OE.; cf. MLG., MDu. lak deficiency, fault (Du. 
lak calumny), taken be wanting, blame, ON. lakr 
defective; but some uses may be of Scand. or LG. 
orig. 

lackadaisical marked by vapid sentiment, 
xvm. f. lackadaisy (xvm), extended form of 
lack-a-day (xvii), aphetic of alack-a-day, earlier 
alack the day + -ical. 

lackey, lacquey xvi. Formerly also alakay 
(xvi, Sc.) - F. laquais, talaquais, of uncert orig. 
Hence vb. xvi. 

laconic (L-) Lacedaemonian, Spartan; brief of 
speech, xvi. - L. Laconicus - Gr Lakdnikos, f. 
Ldkon member of the Spartan race, renowned 
for brevity of speech; see -ic. 

lacquer, U.S. lacker flac (the dye) xvi; var¬ 
nish made from a solution of shellac in alcohol 
xvii. - F. flacre kind of sealing-wax, Sp., Pg. 
lacre\ app. unexpl. var. or extension of Sp., Pg. 
laca lac. 

lacrim-, lacrym- see lachrymal, etc. 

lacrosse xvii. f. F. (le jeu de) la crosse ‘(the game 
of) the hooked stick’ ((O)F. crosse prob. of Gmc. 
orig.; cf. crutch). 

lact- stem of L. lac, lact milk (cf. Gr. gala, 
galakt--, see galaxy) in derivs.: lactation xvii (f. 
L. lactare), lacteal xvii (f. L. lacteus), lacteous 
xvii, lactescent xvii (f. L. lactescere), lactic 
(chem.) xvm (whence lactate xvm), lac¬ 
tiferous xvii. irreg. comb, form lacto- xix, lac¬ 
tose xix. 

lacuna xvii. - L. lacuna pool, cavity, f. lacus 
lake'. 

lacustrine pert, to a lake. xix. f. L. lacus lake’; 
see -ine\ 

lad tserving-man, varlet xm; youth, young fel¬ 
low xvi. ME. ladde, of unkn. orig. Hence laddie 
xvi. 

ladanum xvi. - L. ladanum - Gr. Iddanon, 
ledanon, f. ledon mastic. 

ladder OE. hlxd(d)er = MDu. ledere (Du. leer), 
OHG. leitara (G. leiter) WGmc. *xlaidr-, f. 
*x/ai- *xli- (see lean2). 

lade A. load (a ship, etc.); B. draw (water, etc.), 
bale. OE. str. vb. hladan, corr. to OS., OHG. hla- 
dan (Du , G. laden), ON. hlada, Goth, -hlaban, 
rel. to OS1. klasti lay, place. Hence lading xv 

ladle sb. OE. hlaedel, f. hladan lade; see -le1. 
lady fmistress of a household; (arch.) female 
ruler; (Our L.) the Virgin Mary OE.; woman of 
superior position (hence as a title); wife xm; 
woman of refinement xix. OE. hlzefdige, f. hlaf 
loaf + *-dig- knead (cf. OE. diege kneader of 
bread, female (farm) servant, dairy-woman; also 
dough); like lord, peculiar to Eng The OE. g. 
hlzefdigan (ME. ladie) is repr. in Lady Day (ME. 
ure lefdi day xm, i.e. ‘Our Lady’s day’); so Lady 
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chapel xv; also in plant-names, as lady smock 
xvi, and ladybird. 

lag1 fail to keep pace, fall behind, xvi. contemp. 
with lag sb.1 last or hindmost person, and adj. 
hindmost, falling behind, which may be a per 
version of last* in fog, seg, lag, used dial in 
children’s games for ‘first, second, last'. 

lag1 fcarry off, steal xvi; (si.) transport, ap 
prehend xix. of unkn. orig. Hence lag sb.2 (si.) 
convict; term of penal servitude, xix. 

lag3 stave of a barrel xvn; lath or strip of ma¬ 
terial in a covering or casing (whence vb.) xix. 
prob. of Scand. orig., cf. ON. iQgg rim of a barrel, 
f. Gmc. */a3-lay'. 

lagan goods or wreckage on the sea bottom 
xvi. - OF., perh. f. ON. lagn-, as in iQgn, g. lag- 
nar drag-net, f. Gmc. */aj- lay' . 

lager (beer) xix. - G. lagerbier ‘beer for keep¬ 
ing’, f. lager store (cf. lair) + bier beer. 

lagoon area of salt water separated from the 
sea. xvii. - It., Sp. laguna (partly through F. 
lagane)L. lacuna pool (see lacuna). 

la(h) sixth note of the scale in solmization. xrv 
See ut. 

laic xvi. - late L. laicus lay3. So laical xvi, 
laicize xix. 

lair flying down; grave, tomb; bed, couch OE.; 
animal’s place of rest xv. OE. leger= OS. legar 
bed (Du. leger bed, camp), OHG. leger bed, camp 
(G. lager, infl. by lage situation), Goth. ligrs: f. 
Gmc.*/c3-(seeLiE')- 

laird (Sc.) landed proprietor, xv. Sc. form of 
LORD. 

laity xvi. f. lay3 + -ity. 
lake1 body of water surrounded by land; fpond, 
pool xiii; fpit, grave xrv. ME. lac - (O)F. - L. 
lacus basin, tank, lake, pool, rel. to Gr. lakkos 
hole, ditch, Gael., Ir. loch loch, OE. lagu. ON. 
iQgr sea, water. OS1. loky pool, reservoir. 

lake2 reddish pigment, xvii. unexpl. var. of lac. 
LaUan(s) Scottish dialect, xvm. Sc. var. of 
lowland<s). 

lallation fchildish utterance; pronunciation of 
r as /. xvii. f. L. laliare make lulling sounds, such 
as lalla. 

lam beat soundly, xvi. perh. of Scand. orig. (cf. 
ON lemja beat so as to cripple, lame). Hence 
synon. lambaste xvii. 

lama Buddhist priest of Mongolia and Tibet. 
xvii. - Tibetan blama (with silent b). So 
lamasery monastery of lamas xix. - F. 
lamaserie, irreg. f. lama. 

lamb OE. lamb, pi. lambru = OS., OHG., ON., 
Goth, lamb (Du. lam, G lamm: in Goth 
‘sheep') Gmc. *lambaz (n. of a class corr. to 
Gr. n. nouns in os, L. in -us, as genos, genus), no 
certain cogns. are known outside Gmc Hence 
lamb vb. xvii, lambkin xvi. 

lambent (of flame) playing lightly upon a sur 
face, shining with soft clear heat. xvii. - L. lam 
bens, ent, prp. of lambere lick. rel. to lap2. 

lame adj. OE. lama -- OS. la mo (Du lam), OHG. 
lam (G. lahm), ON. lami, f Gmc. *lam-, rel. to 
OHG. luomi dull, slack, gentle, OS1. lomiti 
break. Hence vb. xiii; first in pp. after ON. 
lamidr. 

lamella thin plate, xvii. - L , dim. of lamina. 

lament sb xvi. - L. lamentum, or f. lament vb. 
(xvi) - F. lamenter or L lamentari So lamen¬ 
table xv, lamentation xiv. 

lamina thin plate or scale, xvii. - L. lamina, 
lammina Hence laminate, -ated xvii; see 
-ate2, -ed‘ 

Lammas 1st August, the feast of St. Peter in 
Chains, observed in A.-S England by the con 
secration of bread made from the first ripe corn. 
OE hlafmaesse, f. hldf loaf + meesse festival, 
mass'. 

lammergeyer bearded vulture, xix. - G. lam- 
mergeier, f. Idmmer, g. pi. of Iamm lamb + geier 
vulture. 

lamp xii. - (O)F. lampe late L. lampada - Gr. 
lampas, lampad- torch, rel. to lampein shine 
comp, lampblack xvi. 

lampoon virulent or scurrilous satire, xvii. - 
F. lampon, said to be f. lampons let us drink 
(used as a refrain), 1st pi. imper. of lamper gulp 
down, booze, nasalized form of laper lap2; see 
-oon. Hence vb. xvii. 

lamprey xiii. - OF. lampreie (mod. lamproie) 
medL. lampreda (whence also OE. lamprede), 
poss. alt. of lampetra, expl. as f. lambere lick- 
+petra stone (with allusion to the lamprey 
attaching itself to stones). Cf. limpet 

lance sb. xiii. - (O)F. L. lancea, of alien orig. 
Lance corporal (xvm) was based on synon. 
tlancepesade - F. + lancespessade - It. lancia 
spezzata lit. ‘broken lance’; lance sergeant (xix) 
was analogical. So lance vb. fling, hurl; (dial.) 
spring, bound; pierce, make incision in xrv. - 
(O)F. lancer, f-ier. lancer soldier armed with a 
lance, xvi. - F lancier. 

lanceolate shaped like a spearhead, xvm. - 
late L. lanceolatus, f. lanceola, dim. of L. lancea 
lance; see ate2. 

lancet surgical instrument for making in¬ 
cisions xv; (archit.) applied attrib. to pointed 
windows xvm. - (0)F. lancette, dim. of lance, see 
LANCE, -ET. 

lancinate pierce, xvii. f. pp. stem of L. lan- 
cinare tear, rel. to lacer; see lacerate and -ate3. 

land solid portion of the earth’s surface; ground, 
soil; country, territory; fcountry (opposed to 
town): ridge in a ploughed field OE.; strip div 
ision of a field xiv; (Sc.) building divided into 
tenements xv OE. land = OS., ON.. Goth, land, 
OHG. lant (Du., G. land) Gmc. *landam, rel 
to OCeltic *landa (Ir. land, lann enclosure, W 
llan enclosure, church, Cornish lan open space, 
plain, Breton lann heath). The IE. base *londh 
is not evidenced in other langs., but the var. 
*lendh is repr. by OS1. Igdina heath, desert. 
(O)Sw. linda fallow land, comps, landlady xvi, 
after landlord, OE landhlaford, landmark, 
OE. landmearc; landslide U S. (xix) equiv. of 
landslip xvii. Hence land vb. bring to land xiii; 
come to land xiv. Whence landing disem¬ 
barkation xv; platform in a flight of stairs xvm. 

landau four-wheeled carnage, xvm. Name of a 
town in Germany where the vehicle was first 
made. (The G. name is landauer, short for lan 
dauer wagen). Hence landaulet xvm 

landloper (hist.) vagabond, xvi. MDu land 
looper, f. land land + lonpen run, leap. 
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landrail corn-crake, xvm. f. land + rail3. 

landscape picture representing natural inland 
scenery xvi (landskip); view of such scenery 
xvii (lantskip). - MDu. lantscap, (mod.) land- 
schap landscape, province (cf. OE. landscipe 
region, tract, OS. landskipi, OHG. lantscaf, ON. 
landskapr)\ see land, -ship. 

lane OE. /ane = MDu. lane (Du. laan), of unkn. 
orig. 

lang syne (Sc) long ago. xvi. Sc. lang long 

+ syne, contr. form of sithen since. Familiar in 
auld lang syne (from Burns), 

language xm. ME, langage, later language - 
(O)F. langage (AN. also language, after langue 
tongue, speech) Gallo Rom. *linguaticum, f. 
lingua tongue, language; see -age. 

languish xm. - (O)F. languiss-, lengthened 
stem of languir Rom. *languire, for L. Ian 
guere languish, rel. to laxus slack, lax2; see 
-ish2. So languid xvi. - F. or L. languor tdis 
ease, woeful plight, mental distress xm; faint¬ 
ness, weariness xviii. - OF. languor (mod. 
langueur) - L. languor, -or-\ reinforced later 
from L. 

laniary (of teeth) adapted for tearing, xix. - L. 
laniarius, f. laniare tear with the nails, etc.; see 
-ARY. 

laniferous wool-bearing, xvii. f. L. lanifer, f. 
Idna wool; see -iferous. So lanigerous wool¬ 
bearing. xvii. f. L. 

lank loose, flabby, hollow OE.; straight and flat 
xvii. OE. hlanc, f. Gmc. which appears 
in (M)HG. lenken bend, turn aside, OHG. lancha 
loin, side; cf. link1. Hence lanky xvii. 

lanner species of falcon, xiv. - (Q)F. lanier, 
perh. sb. use of lanier cowardly, a derogatory 
application of lanier weaverL. lanarius wool- 
merchant, f. lana wool; see -er2. 

lanolin fatty matter from sheep’s wool. xix. - 
G., f. L. lana wool + oleum oil + -in. 

lansquenet (hist.) mercenary soldier in Ger 
many; German card game. xvii. - F. - G. lands 
knecht, f. g. of land land-*-knecht soldier, 
KNIGHT. 

lantern case of glass, etc., containing and pro¬ 
tecting a light xm; glazed turret-like erection 
xv. - (O)F. lanterne L. lanterna, f. Gr. tamper 
torch, lamp (f. lampein shine; cf. lamp). The fre¬ 
quent form lanthorn is due to assoc, with horn, 
lanterns having been formerly made with horn 
windows. 

lanthanum (chem.) rare metallic element, xix. 
modL , f. Gr. lanthdnein escape the notice of 
(from its having remained undetected in cerium 
oxide). 

lanyard fwhip-lash xv; (naut.) short piece of 
rope xvii. - (O)F laniere, earlier lasniere, f. 
lasne, perh. due to crossing of laz lace and 
nasle - Frankish *nastila (G. nestel string, 
lace); the final syll. was assoc, with yard2. 

Laodicean ‘lukewarm, neither cold nor hot’, 
like the church of Laodicea (Rev. 3: 15, 16). xvii. 

f. L. Laodicea, Gr. Ldodikeia, name of a city in 
Asia Minor (now Latakia); see -ean. 

lap1 tskirt of a garment; flobe OE.; ffold of a 
robe; front part of a skirt and of the body from 
waist to knees xm. OE. laeppa, corr. to OS. lappo, 

OHG. lappa, cf. ON. leppr rag, lock of hair, Gr. 
lobos lobe has been compared, comp, lapdog 

xvii. 

lap2 take up with the tongue. OE. lapian, corr. 
to MLG., MDu. lapen, OHG. laffan, f. Gmc. *lap-, 
repr. also by OHG. gilepphen swallow, MHG. 
leffen, Icel. lepja lick, OS. lepil, MLG. lepel, OHG. 
leffil (G. Ioffel) spoon, and rel. to L. lamhere, Gr. 
Idptein lick, lap. OE. lapian is repr. directly by 
ME., dial, lape. Sc. laip, the present lap being 
prob. due to (O)F. laper (of Gmc. orig., if not 
independently imit ). 

lap3 wrap, enfold xm; lay over, so as to cover; 
project beyond (cf. overlap) xvii. Earlier in tbi- 
lappe, f. bi- be-y lappe lap'. Hence sb. amount 
by which something overlaps xvm; act of en¬ 
circling, turn round a track xix. 

laparo- comb, form of Gr. lapara flank, f. la- 
paros soft; in medical terms, as laparotomy 
(xix). 

lapel xvm. f. lap1 + -el'. Hence lapelled xvm. 
lapidary sb. one who cuts stones xiv; adj. suit¬ 
able for monumental inscriptions xviii. - L. la- 
piddrius, f. lapis, lapid- stone; see -ary. 

lapilli fragments of stone from a volcano, 
xvm. - pi. of It. lapillo - L. lapillus, dim. of lapis 
stone. 

lapis lazuli silicate producing ultramarine 
pigment, xiv. f. L. lapis stone + lazuli, g. of 
medL. lazulum, varying with lazur, lazurius, f. 
Pers. Idzhward azure. 

Lapp xix. - Sw. Lapp, perh. orig. a term of con¬ 
tempt (cf. MHG. lappe simpleton). 

lappet fold, flap xvi; lobe of ear, etc., xvn. f. 
LAP* + -ET. 

lapse slip of the memory, etc.; fall from rectitude, 
grace, etc.; termination of a right xvi; gliding, flow 
xvii; passing (of time) xvm. - L. lapsus, f. laps-, pp. 
stem of labi glide, slip, fall; cf. labdre slip, labor 
labour. So lapse vb. fall, pass away xvii; fall in, 
become void; glide, sink xvm. Partly - L. lapsare 
(f. laps ), partly f. the sb. 

Laputan pert, to Laputa, visionary, chimerical. 
xix (Swift’s form is Laputian). f. Laputa, the 
flying island in ‘Gulliver’s Travels’ iii ii (1726); 
see -an. 

lapwing OE. hleapewince, the first el. of which 
is formally identical with leap, and appears in 
Fris. names of the bird, the second el. contains 
the base (meaning ‘move sideways or from side 
to side’) of OE. wincian wink; the present form 
is due to assoc, with lap3 and wing 

lar pi. lares household god(s); hearth, home 
xvi. - L. lar, pi. lares\ prob. orig. ‘infernal 
divinities’ and hence rel. to larva spectre, ghost 
(larva). 

larboard side of a ship to the left of a person 
looking from stern to bows. xiv. orig. lad(d)- 
borde, lathebord, the second el. of which is 
board (OE. bord, ON. bordi ship’s side), the first 
is of uncert. orig., but may be from lade, the 
orig sense being ‘the side on which cargo was 
taken in’. 

larceny xv. - AN. *larcenie = (O)F. larcin L. 
latrociniujn, f. latro, -on- brigand, robber, 
(earlier) mercenary soldier, rel. to Gr. latron 
pay. 
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larch xvi. - early mod. G. larche, lerche (G. 
Idrche) OHG. *larihha, lerihha - L larix, 
laric-, prob. of alien orig. 

lard t(fat) bacon or pork; internal fat of swine’s 
abdomen, xv. - (O)F. lard bacon L. lar(i)dum: 
cf. Gr. larinos fat. So lard vb. xiv. larder xiv. - 
AN. larder, OF. -ier, medL. larddrium. 

lares see lar. 

large fliberal, generous xii; tample; wide in 
range or capacity xm; fbroad xiv; great, big xv. - 
(O)F. large (now ‘broad, wide’)L. larga, fern, 
of Iargus abundant, bountiful. So largess flib- 
erality xm; liberal bestowal of gifts xiv largo 

(mus.) slow and dignified; movement so 
marked xvn. - It., ‘broad’, 

lariat xix. - Sp. la reata the rope used to tie 
mules together, f. reatar tie up again, f. re- re 
+ atar tie L. aptare fit, f. aptus apt. 

lark' bird known for its morning song. OE. Idw- 
erce, laewerce, corr. to MLG., MDu. lewer(i)ke 
(Du. leeuwerik), OHG. lerahha (G. lerche), ON. 
laevirki (perh. from Eng ); of unkn. orig The Sc. 
var. laverock descends from ME. laverok. 
comp, larkspur xvi (larkes spur), so called from 
the spur-shaped calyx. 

lark2 (colloq.) play tricks, frolic, xix. poss. repr. 
dial, lake play, sport - ON. leika = OE. lacan. 
Hence sb. xix. 

larrup (colloq ) thrash, xix. of unkn. orig. 
larum (arch.) xvi. Aphetic of alarum, see 

ALARM. 

larva A fspectre, ghost xvii; B. insect in the 
grub state xvm. - L., disembodied spirit, ghost, 
mask; sense B is an application of the sense 
‘mask’ (the perfect insect not being recognizable 
in the larva). 

larynx xvi. - modL. - Gr. Idrugx, comb, form 
laryngo . Hence laryngeal xvm. f. modL. 
laryngeus. 

lascivious xv. - late L. lasciviosus, f. L. lascivia 
licentiousness, f. lascivus sportive, lustful, 
wanton. 

lash' A. make a sudden movement; dash xiv; B. 
tlavish xvi; C. (from the sb.) flog xiv. prob. 
echoic or symbolic. Hence sb. blow, esp. with a 
whip; flexible part of a whip. xiv. 

lash2 flace xv; (naut.) make fast with a cord xvii. 
perh. of LG. orig.;cf. MDu. lasche rag, patch, Du. 
laschen patch, sew together, 

lashings pi. (Anglo-Ir.) ‘floods’, abundance 
xix. f. lash1 in sense ‘lavish’; see -ing'. 

lass xm. ME. lasce, las(se). perh. north, de 
velopment (cf. ass for *ask ashes and ask vb., 
buss for busk vb.) of *lask ON. *laskw- un 
married, repr. by OSw. lesk kona unmarried 
woman (spec, use of the sense ‘unoccupied’ or 
‘having no fixed abode’, cf. Olcel. Igskr ‘weak, 
good for nothing’). 

lassitude xvi. - F. lassitude or L. lassitudo, f 
lass us weary; see -tude. 

lasso rope with a noose to catch cattle, xix. - Sp. 
lazo = OF. laz, etc., lace. 

last' ffootprint; shoemaker's wooden or iron 
model of a foot. OE. last footprint, laest boot. 
lapste shoemaker’s last = MLG. lest(e), Du. leest, 
OHG. leist (G. leisten) last, ON. leistr foot, sock. 
Goth, laisls footprint, track; f. Gmc. *lais follow 

a track; cf. Goth, lais I know, L. lira furrow, and 
LEARN. 

last2 measure of weight, capacity, or quantity, 
xrv. OE. hlaest load, burden = (M)LG., (M)Du 
last, OHG. hlast (G. last)WGmc. *hlatsta-, -sti-: 
rel. to lade. 

last5 following all the others, coming at the end. 
OE. latest, Nhb. laetest, corr. to OS. la(t)st, 
letist (Du. laatst, lest), OHG. lazzost, lezzist 
(G. letzt). ON. latastr Gmc. *latast-, *latist-, 
superl. of last adj., late adv. late; see -est. 

last4 ffollow; fcarry out, perform; go on, con 
tinue. OE. laestan, corr. to OS. lestian execute, 
(O)HG. leisten afford, yield, Goth, laistjan fol¬ 
low Gmc. * laistjan, f. *laist- last'. 

latakia kind of Turkish tobacco produced near 
Latakia, the ancient Laodicea, seaport of Syria, 
xix. 

latch A. (dial.) loop, noose; B. fastening for door 
or gate. xiv. In sense A prob var. of lace (OF 
var. lache of laz): in sense B prob. f. (dial.) latch 
vb. OE. laeccan seize, grasp, perh. rel. to Gr. 
lazesthai. 

latchet (arch., after Mark 1: 7) thong, esp. to 
fasten a shoe. xiv. - OF. lachet, var. of lacet, f 
laz lace; see -et. 

late slow, tardy; delayed in time OE.; belonging 
to an advanced stage xiv; recently dead xv. OE. 
laet = OS. lot, OHG. laz (G. lass). ON latr, Goth. 
lats Gmc. *lataz slow, sluggish, f. *lat- IE. 
*lad (repr. by L. lassus weary *ladtos), see 
let'. Also late adv. OE. late slowly, at an ad¬ 
vanced period = OHG. laz, lazzo slowly, lazily. 
The mod. form late repr. infl. forms of OE. laet, 
and OE. adv. late. The regular compar. from OE. 
laetra is latter (now restricted, except for phr. 
like latter days, latter end, to uses in contrast 
with former); hence latterly xvm; later, latest 

(xvi) are new formations, cf. last5. 

lateen triangular sail. xvm. - F. latine, in voile 
latine ‘Latin sail’, so called from its use in the 
Mediterranean; fern, of latin Latin. 

latent xvii. - L. latens, -ent-, prp. of latere lie hid; 
see -ent. 

lateral pert, to or at the side. xvi. - L. lateralis, 
f. latus, later- side; see -al‘. 

laterite (min.) red porous ferruginous rock. 
xix. f. L. later brick + tte1. 

lath OE. laett (corr. to MDu. latte, Du. lat, G. dial 
latz) survives in mod. dial, lat, but began to be 
replaced xiv in general use by lat(h)the, which 
appears to repr. an OE. *lcedd-, corr. to OHG. 
latta (G. latte), ult. relations obscure. 

lathe1 administrative district of Kent. xii. irreg. 
repr. OE. laed, corr. to ON. lab landed possession, 
land. rel. to *laeb in Goth, unleds ‘unlanded’, 
poor, OE unlaed(e) wretched. 

lathe2 supporting structure, stand xv; machine 
for turning wood, etc. xvii. Varies xvii writh 
flare, the two forms may repr parallel adop 
tions of ODa. lad stand, supporting framework, 
perh. a special use of lad pile, heap ON. hlab, 
rel. to hlada lade. 

lather sb xvi. OE. leador washing soda - ON 
laudr Gmc. *laupram IE. *loutrom, whence 
Gr. loetron, loutron bath, OIr loalhar ‘pelvis', 
‘canalis’, Gaul, lautra ‘balneo’. f. IE. *lou wash. 
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lave. In its mod. sense f. lather vb. cover with 
lather OE.; become covered with foam xiii. 

Latin pert, to Latium or the ancient Romans; 
sb. the Latin language, xiii. - (O)F. latin or L. 
Latlnus, f. Latium designation of the portion of 
Italy which included Rome. In OE. the learned 
form latin occurs occas.; the pop. repr. was 
laeden Latin, language, ME. leden speech, 
utterance. So Latinist xvi. - medL. Latinista. 
Latinity xvn. - L. 

latitude fbreadth; angular distance on a mer¬ 
idian, etc. xiv; (arch.) extent, scope xvi; freedom 
from restriction xvn. - L. latitudo, f. Idtus broad; 
see -tude. The geographical applications of L. 
latitudo and longitudo orig. referred to the 
‘breadth’ and ‘length’ of the oblong map of the 
known world. Hence latitudinal, latitudin- 
arian xvii. 

latria worship that may be paid only to God. 
xvi. - late L. - Gr. latreia service, worship, rel. 
to latreuein serve (as with prayer), 

latrine xvn. - F. - L. latrina bath, privy, contr. 
of lavatrina, f. lavdre wash, lave. 

-latry repr. Gr. latreia worship, as in eiddlo- 
latreid idolatry. On this model have been 
formed, e.g., bibliolatry, Mariolatry, cf. -o-. The 
corr. personal designations end in -later (Gr. 
-latres), the adjs. in -latrous. 

latten xiv. ME. lato(u)n - OF. laton, leiton (mod. 
laiton)-, of unkn. orig. 

latter see late. 
lattice xiv. - OF. lattis, f. latte lath (- Gmc.). 
laud praise; pi. first of the day hours of the West¬ 
ern Church, the psalms of which end with 
psalms 148-50 (called collectively laudes). xiv. - 
OF. laude, pi. laudes - L. laudes, pi. of laus 
praise. So laud vb. xiv. - L. laudare. laudable, 

laudation xv. - L. laudatory xvi. - late L. 
laudanum xvi. - modL. laudanum, Para¬ 
celsus’s name for a medicament for which he 
gives a pretended prescription of costly in 
gredients but which was early suspected to con 
tain opium, whence the gen. application to 
opiate preparations; perh. alt. of ladanum. 

laugh vb. OE. str. vb. (Angl.) hlxhhan (WS. 
hliehban) - OS. *hlahhian, OHG. hlahhan (be 
side wk. hlahhen\ Du., G. lachen), ON. hlaeja, 
Goth, hlahjan, f. Gmc. *x/ax- *xlox- *Xla3- IE. 
imit. base *klak- *kldk- (cf. Gr. klossein cluck 
*klokj). So laughter OE. hleahtor = OHG. hlah- 
tar, ON. hlatr Gmc. *xlaxtraz. 

launce sand-eel. xvn, perh. an application of 
LANCE. 

launch' tpierce, lance, hurl, shoot; be set in 
motion; cause (a vessel) to move from land xiv; 
put out from land xvi. - AN. launcher, ONF. 
lancher, var. of lancier lance. 

launch2 largest boat of a man-of-war xvn; large 
boat propelled by steam, etc. xix. - Sp. lancha 
pinnace, perh. of Malay origin; cf. Malay lan- 
char quick, nimble. 

laundress xvi. f. tlaunder (xiv) or the extended 
form (see -er2) launderer (xv) person whose oc¬ 
cupation is washing clothes; see -ess'. So laun¬ 
der wash and get up (linen), xvi. f. flaunder sb 
laundry fwashing of clothes; establishment for 
this. xvi. Launder sb. and laundry are contr. 

forms of (i) tlavender (xiii) - OF. lavandier - 
Rom. *lavandarius, f. lavanda things to be 
washed, n. pi. of gerundive of L. lavdre wash, 
lave; (ii) -\lavendry (xiv) - OF. lavanderie (cf. L. 
lavanddria things to be washed); see -ry. 

laureate worthy of the laurel crown, as an emi¬ 
nent poet xiv; (in sense of L. laureus) of laurel 
xv; crowned with laurel xvn. - L. laureatus, f. 
laurea laurel tree, laurel crown, sb. use of fern, 
of adj. laureus, f. laurus; see next and -ate2. 

laurel ME. lorer (xiii). lorel (xiv) - OF. lorier 
(mod. laurier) - Pr. laurier, f. laur L. laurus, 
prob. of Mediterranean orig. The later form 
shows disim. of r. ,r to r..l. 

laurustinus evergreen shrub xvn. - modL. 
laurus tinus, i.e. laurus laurel, tinus wild 
laurel. 

lava fstream of molten rock; substance re¬ 
sulting from the cooling of this; fluid matter 
from a volcano, xvm. - It. lava (Neapolitan dial.) 
fstream suddenly caused by rain, the lava 
stream from Vesuvius, f. lavare lave. 

lavabo (eccl.) ritual washing of the celebrant’s 
hands, xix. - L., 1st pers. sg. fut. ind. of lavdre 
wash, lave; first word of Ps. 26: 6 ‘Lavabo inter 
innocentes manus meas’ (1 will wash my hands 
among the innocents), the recital of which ac¬ 
companies the ceremony, 

lavatory vessel for washing xiv; lavabo xvi; 
apartment for washing the hands and face 
xvii. - late L. lavdtorium, f. lavat-, pp. stem of 
lavdre, see lave, -ory. 

lave (arch.) wash, bathe; pour out. xiii. - (O)F. 
laver L. lavdre, corr. obscurely to Gr. louein 
wash, Arm. loganam I bathe. Coalesced in ME. 
with OE. lafian wash by affusion, pour (water), 
if this vb. survived (= (M)Du. laven, OHG. 
labon, G. laben refresh - L. lavdre). 

lavender fragrant labiate plant, xv. - AN. 
lavendre, for *lavendle - medL. lavendula, also 
livendula, lavindula, etc.; of uncert. orig. 

laver1 (arch, or rhet.) vessel for washing; bap¬ 
tismal font. xiv. ME. lavo(u)r - OF laveo(i)r 
(mod. lavoir) - L. lavdtorium lavatory. 

laver2 (edible) seaweed, xvi. - L. laver a water- 
plant; of unkn. orig. 

laverock see lark'. 

lavish adj. xv. adj. use of + lavish sb., earlier 
tlavas profusion, prodigality - OF. lavasse del¬ 
uge of rain (cf. OF. lavis ‘torrent’ of words), f. 
laver wash, pour, lave; cf. -ish\ Hence vb. xvi. 

law body or code of rules; an individual rule. 
Late OE. lagu. pi. laga (ME. /aje, lawe) - ON. 
*lagu (Olcel. Igg), pi. of lag layer, share or part¬ 
nership, price, tune, f. Gmc. */aj- place (see lie'). 

Hence lawful xiii, lawless xn; after ON. iQg- 
fullr, Igglauss. lawyer xiv (lawier, beside 
lower)-, see -ier'. 

lawk(s) int. Lord! xvm. var. of lack! (xvii), alt. 
of lord, perh suggested by alack. 

lawn1 kind of fine linen, xv. prob. f. Laon, name 
of a town in France, an important place of linen 
manufacture. 

lawn2 (arch.) open space between woods xvi; 
portion of level grass-covered ground kept 
mown xvm. Later form of laund glade - OF. 
launde (mod. lande), of Celt. orig. (see land). 
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lawyer see law 
lax' salmon. OE. to(WS. leax) = LG. las, OHG. 
lahs (G. lachs), ON lax Gmc *laxs-, rel. to 
Lith lasisd, Russ losos ; cf. Toch. laks fish. The 
OE. word appears to have died out, and the 
Scand word, adopted in xui, continued in local 
use till xvii. 

lax* (of the bowels) loose xrv; slack, not strict 
xv. - L. lax us loose; see slack'. So laxative 
relaxing, xiv. - (O)F. or late (medical) L. laxity 
xvi. - F. or L. 

lay1 pt., pp. laid cause to lie. OE. lecgan, pt. legde, 
pp. gelegd = OS. leggian (Du. leggen), (OH)G. 
legen, ON. legja, Goth, lagjan, f. Gmc. var. 
of */ej- lie1. The normal repr. of OE lecgan is 
seen in ME. legge and mod. dial, ledge lay (eggs); 
the form lay derives from 2nd and 3rd pers. sg. 
(OE.) legest, leged. 

lay* short poem of a kind intended to be sung. 
xiii. - (O)F. lai, corr. to Pr lais, of unkn. orig. 

lay* not in clerical orders, xiv. - OF. lai (now 
repl. by laique) ecclL. laicus - Gr. laikos, f 
lads the people. Hence layfolk, layman xv 

lay4 fwager, stake; flayer, stratum; (dial.) im¬ 
post, tax xvi; line of business, plan of work xvm. 
f. lay’. 

layer A. one who lays xiv; B. thickness of matter 
spread over a surface; C. shoot or twig pegged 
down to take root xvii. Several words appeared 
to have coalesced under one form, all ostensibly 
f. lay1 + -er1; in sense B the earliest form is lear, 
which may be a var. of lair; sense C may be 
after synon. Du. (af)legger. 

layette clothes, etc. for a new-born child xix. - 
F., dim. of OF. laie drawer, box - MDu. laege; 
see-ette 

lay figure jointed wooden model of the human 
figure used by artists, xvm. f. lay as in synon. 
fiayman (xvii) - Du. leeman for *ledenman, f. 
led (now lid) limb, joint (cf. limb1). 

laystall fburial-place, place where refuse and 
dung are laid. xvi. f. lay1 + stall1. 

lazar (arch.) poor or diseased person, esp. leper, 
xrv (lazre, laser). - (partly through OF. lasdre, 
mod. ladre) medL lazar us, use of Lazarus name 
of the beggar in the parable (Luke 16: 20), ‘full of 
sores’ - Heb. El'dzdr ‘God (my) help’. So lazaret 
(xvii) and lazaretto house to receive iazars’ 
xvi (slightly earlier lazar house); building set 
apart for quarantine xvii. - F. lazaret. It. lazar¬ 
etto. 

lazy xvi. Early forms la(y)sie, laesy; perh. of LG. 
or Du. orig. (cf. LG. lasich languid, idle). Hence, 
by back-formation, laze vb. xvi. 

-le* suffix of sbs., repr. OE. -el (cf. bridle, ladle), 

-la, -le (cf. handle), -ol (cf. cradle, saddle), and 
-/ (cf. needle, settle), and corr to OS., OHG. -il, 
-al, -la (LG., Du., G. -el), ON. -al, -ill, -ull, Goth. 
-ils, and rel. further to IE. *-(i)lo-, *-(u)lo-, *-(e)la, 
as in L. cingulus, -ula, -ulum girdle, sella (:- 
*sedla) saddle, Gr. helld seat, denoting appli 
ances or instruments; there are also a few 
names of animals and plants, as beetle, bramble, 
cuttlefish, thistle; cf. cripple. This suffix was not 
gen. productive, but some adoptions of words 
containing it were made from ON. and LG., as 
axle, kettle, pickle, scuttle. In fowl, snail, stile, the 

suffix has ceased to be syllabic Cf -el1. In angle, 
battle, candle, muzzle, syllable, uncle, etc., the 
ending is of other ong. 

-le* suffix of adjs., repr. OE. -el, -ol, -ul, corr to 
OS., OHG. -al, -il, Goth, -ils, -uls, and rel. further 
to IE. *-ulo-, *-ilo-. as in L (esp with pejorative 
force) bibulus, credulus, pendulus, querulus (cf. 
Goth, sakuls quarrelsome, OHG. ezzal greedy, 
OE. slapol sleepy, wacol vigilant), L. agilis, 
facilis, similis, humilis, Gr. homalos smooth. 
Surviving words of OE. date are fickle, idle, little 
(cf. evil). 

-le’ suffix of verbs with frequent, or dim. force, 
repr. OE. -lian, corr to OS., OHG. -Ion (Du., G. 
-len). ON. la Gmc. *-lojan; surviving words 
of OE. date are handle, nestle, startle, twinkle. 
There were many new formations in ME. and 
modEng., chiefly expressive of repeated action 
or movement, some being adopted from foreign 
sources, some being of native echoic or symbolic 
creation, e.g. bubble, chuckle, dabble, drizzle, 
giggle, hobble, mumble, niggle, paddle, scribble, 
topple, wriggle. Darkle, sidle, suckle are back- 
formations; cf. grovel. 

lea tract of open ground, (hence) grassland. OE. 
lea(h), corr. to OHG. loh (MHG. low brush 
wood, scrub-land) Gmc. *laux- IE. *louq-, 
repr. also by L. lucus grove, Lith. laukas field. 
Skr. loka- open space; the basic meaning was 
prob. ‘clearing’, and developed from that of 
LIGHT1. 

lead1 the heaviest of the base metals. OE. lead 
= MLG. lod (Du. lood) lead, MHG. lot (G. lot) 
plummet, solder WGmc. *lauda; rel. to Ir. 
luaidhe, Gael, luaidh. Hence leaden ( enj) adj 
OE. 

lead* take with one, conduct; carry on (now 
mainly with life as obj.) OE.; precede, be fore¬ 
most (in) xiv (first in lead the dance). OE. Ixdan 
= OS. ledian (Du leiden), (O)HG. leiten, ON. 
leida Gmc. *laidjan, f. *laido load. Hence 
lead sb. xiii. leader late OE. laedere. 

leaf part of a plant; fold of paper. OE leaf, corr. 
to OS. lof (Du. loof), OHG. loup (G. laub), ON. 
lauf, Goth, laufs Gmc *laubaz, -am, of which 
there are no certain cognates. 

league1 distance of three miles, xiv The ear¬ 
liest forms show two types, leuge and leghe, the 
first - late L. leuca, leuga, late Gr. leuge (of Gaul, 
orig.), the second - Pr. lega, whence (O)F. lieue; 
the second type has survived 

league* covenant for mutual assistance, xv 
Early forms (ligg, ligue, leag{u)e, lege) show 
deriv. (i) partly from F. ligue - It. liga, latinized 
form of lega, f. legare bind L. ligare; (ii) partly 
immed. from It lega. Hence vb. xvii. leaguer1 

member of a league, xvi; see -er1. 

leaguer* (arch.) military camp; siege xvi. - Du. 
leger camp, corr to OE. leger lair. 

leak hole in a vessel containing or immersed in 
fluid, xv. So vb. pass away by a leak xv; allow 
the passage of fluid through a leak xvi. fadj. 
leaky, xvi. prob. all of LG. or Du. orig.; cf. MDu 
!ek, lek sb. and adj., leken vb let water through, 
corr. to OE. (h)lec adj., OHG. lechen wk. vb., ON 
leki sb.; f. Gmc. *lek , var of *lak lack 

leal (now Sc ) loyal, faithful, true xiii. - AN. leal. 



lean 262 left 

OF. leel, of which the var. leial became loial 
LOYAL. 

lean1 wanting in flesh. OE. hlxne, of uncert. 
orig. 

lean2 recline; incline. OE. hleonian, hlinian, 
corr. to OS. hlinon (Du. leunen), OHG. (h)linen 
(G. lehnen), f. Gmc. *x/f- IE *klt- (cf. Gr. 
klimax ladder, climax, L. clivus declivity, 
Skr. sri- lean), with -n- formative as in Gr. 
kltnein bend, L. inclinare incline. 

leap frun, rush; jump. OE. str. vb. hleapan = 
OS. -hlopan (Du. lopen), OHG. loufan (G. laufen 
run), ON. hlaupa, Goth, -hlaupan Gmc. 
*xluupan, without cogns. elsewhere. So leap 
sb. OE. *hliep, hlyp *xlaupiz\ cf. Du. loop, 
OHG. hlouf (G. lauf), ON. hlaup, comp, leap¬ 
frog xvi. leap-year year having one day (29 
February) more than the common year, xrv 
(but prob. much earlier than it is recorded). 
The term prob. refers to the fact that in the 
bissextile year any fixed festival falls on the 
next weekday but one to that on which it fell 
in the preceding year. 

learn pt., pp. learnt A. acquire knowledge OE.; 
B. impart knowledge to, teach (now dial, or vul¬ 
gar) xiii. OE. leornian = OS. linon (:- *liznon), 
OHG. lernen, lirnen (G. lernen) WGmc. *liz- 
nojan, *liznejan, f. *lis-, weak grade of *lais- (see 
last1). Hence learned deeply read, erudite, xvi; 
in absol. use, after L. doctus (pp. of docere teach); 
succeeding to the sense ‘(well) instructed’, 
const, in, -\of; preceded by ME., late OE. lered, 
pp. of leran teach. 

lease conveyance of property by contract, etc. 
xv. - AN. les = OF. lais, leis, f. spec, use of lesser, 
laissier (mod. laisser) let, leave (:- L. laxare), 
whence lease vb. xvi. 

leash xih. - OF. lesse, (also mod.) laisse, f. spec, 
use of laisser let (a dog) run on a slack lead; see 
prec. 

least OE. Ixst, contr. of IxsestGmc. *laisistaz, 
f. *laisiz less; see -est. Hence leastways, -wise. 

leat open watercourse. OE., in wxtergelxt water 
channel; f. base of Ixtan let'. 
leather OE. leder (oniy in comps.) = OS. ledar 
(Du. leer), OHG. ledar (G. leder), ON. ledrGmc. 
*lepram IE. *letrom, whence also OIr. lethar, 
W. lledr, Breton ler. Hence leathern OE. lederen 
(see -en*). 

leave1 permission. OE. leaf = OHG. *louba 
(MHG. loube, G. -\laube) WGmc. *lauba, 
whence *laubjan permit (OE. liefan, etc ). The 
form leave repr. OE. obi. forms. The etymol. 
meaning is prob. ‘pleasure, approval’, and the 
base that of love. 

leave2 A. have as remainder, cause or allow to 
remain; B. depart (from). OE. Ixfan = OS. 
-lebian, OHG. leiban (cf. OHG. biliban, G. bleiben 
remain), ON. leifa, Goth, -laibjan Gmc. *laib- 
jan remain, continue, f. *laibo remainder (OE. 
Idf remainder, ON. leif heritage, etc., of which 
the vars. *ltb- appear in life, live1. Referred to 
an IE. base *loip- *leip- *lip- stick, adhere, repr. 
by Gr. liparh persevering, importunate, lipos 
grease, Lith. lipti, OS1. lipeti adhere, Skr. lip-, 
rip- smear, adhere to. 

leaven substance added to dough to produce 
fermentation, xiv. ME. levain - (O)F. Gallo- 

Rom. use of L. levamen lit. means of raising’, 
only in sense ‘alleviation, relief’, f. levdre 
lighten, relieve, raise (cf. levity). Hence vb. xv. 

lecher xn. - OF. lichiere (nom.), lecheor, -ur 
(acc.), f. lechier live in debauchery or gluttony 
(mod. lecher lick) - Frankish *likkon Gmc. 
*likkojan lick. So lecherous xiv, lechery xiii. 

lectern xrv. ME. lettorne, let(t)ron - OF. lettrun, 
leitrun - medL. lectrinum, lectrum, f. L. legere 
read (see next). The present form shows assim. 
to medL. 

lection reading; liturgical lesson, xvi. - L. lectio, 
on-, f. led-, pp. stem of legere read, orig. gather, 
choose, rel. to Gr. legein collect, say; see -tion. 

So lecture treading xiv; discourse xvi. - (O)F. 
lecture or medL. lectura. Hence lecturer xvi, 
lectureship xvn. 

ledge transverse bar or strip xiv; narrow pro¬ 
jecting shelf xvi. poss. f. ME. legge lay1; cf. 
MHG. legge layer, edge. 

ledger A. sb. fbook lying permanently in one 
place xv; principal one of a set of commercial 
books; horizontal timber, flat slab xvi. B. resi¬ 
dent ambassador xvi; adj. fresident, stationary; 
(mus.) ledger line separate short line above or 
below the stave xvii. Early forms legger, lidger, 
ligger, corr. in sense to Du. legger, ligger (f. 
leggen lay1, liggen lie1) on which the Eng. 
forms were prob. modelled; see -er1. 

lee1 protection, shelter OE.; sheltered side xrv. 
OE. hleo, hleow- = OS. hleo m., hlea fern., ON. 
hieGmc. *xl^w-, not known outside Gmc. The 
naut. sense was mainly from ON. Hence lee¬ 
ward (on) the side turned away from the wind, 
xvi. 

lee2 usu. coll. pi. lees sediment, dregs, xiv. - OF. 
lie= medL. pi. lix - Gaul. *liga or *ligja (cf. OIr. 
lige). 

leech1 (arch.) physician. OE. Ixce - OS. laki, 
OHG. lahhi, Goth, lekeis Gmc. *lxkjaz. 

leech2 blood sucking worm, OE. Ixce (Kentish 
lyce), MDu. lake, l(i)eke: orig. a distinct word 
from prec. but assim. to it. 

leech* (naut.) vertical or sloping side of a sail, 
xrv (lich(e)). Obscurely connected with ON. 
(naut.) lik (cf. Sw. lik, Da. lig bolt rope), 

leek OE. leac, corr. to MDu. looc (Du. look), OHG. 
louh (G. lauch), ON. laukr Gmc. *laukaz, 
*-am, of which no cogns. are known outside 
Gmc. 

leer look askance (now only with a sly or malign 
expression), xvi. Early leare, le(e)re, poss. f. leer 
sb. cheek (OE. hleor), as if ‘to look over the 
cheek’. Hence sb. xvi. 

leet1 court of record held by lords of certain 
manors, xv. - AN. lete, AL. leta, of unkn. orig. 

leet2 (mainly Sc.) list of persons eligible or 
selected for an office, xv (lite, lytte, lythe). of 
obscure orig., but prob. - AN., OF. lit(t)e, var. of 
liste list4. 

left side opposite to the right, xiii. ME. luft, lift, 
leftOE. *lyft (as in lyftadl ‘left-disease’, para¬ 
lysis), Kentish left ‘inanis’; the primary sense of 
‘weak, worthless’ is found in EFris. luf Du. dial. 
loof, and the derived sense in MDu., LG. luchter, 
lucht, luft, NFris. leeft, leefter, the ult. orig. is 
unkn. 
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leg xm. - ON. leggr (also in comps, limb, viz. 
armleggr, handleggr arm, laer leggr, fdtleggr 
leg) *lajjaz (cf. Lombardic lagi thigh), of 
which there are no certain cogns. elsewhere, 

legacy tlegateship xiv; bequest xv. - OF. 
legacie - medL. legatia legateship, f. legdtus le¬ 
gate. In the second and current sense repr. AL. 
legantia, f. legare (see legate). 

legal xvi. - (O)F. legal or L. legalis, f. lex, leg- 
law; see -al1. So legality xv. 

legate ecclesiastic deputed to represent the 
Pope xn; ambassador, delegate xiv. - (O)F. legal 
- L. legdtus, sb. use of pp of legare depute, 
delegate; see -ate1. So legation xv. - (O)F. or L. 

legatee person to whom a legacy is bequeathed 
xvii. f. legate bequeath (xvi), f. pp. of L. legare-, 
see prec., -ate3, -ee. 

legato (mus.) smooth and connected, xix. - It., 
pp. of legareL. ligare bind, 

legend A. story of a saint’s life or collection of 
these xiv; book of liturgical lessons xv; non- 
historical story; B. inscription, motto xvii. - 
(O)F. legende - medL. legenda, prop, ‘things to 
be read’, n. pi. of gerundive of legere read (see 
lection), taken as fern. sg. So legendary xvi. 
- medL. legendarius (sb. -ium). 

legerdemain sleight of hand xv; trickery 
xvi. - F. leger de main, i.e. leger light, de of, main 
hand. 

leghorn kind of straw plaiting; breed of fowls, 
xix. f. place-name Leghorn (Italy) - It. +Legorno, 
now Livorno, repr. L. Liburnus. 

legible xiv. - late L. legibilis, f. legere read; see 
lection, -ible. Hence legibility xvii. 

legion body of infantry in the ancient Roman 
army; vast host. xiii. - OF. legiun, -ion (mod. 
legion) - L. legid, on-, f. legere choose, levy (see 
LECTION). 

legislator xvii. - L. legis lator, i.e. legis g. of lex 
law, lator proposer, mover, agent-noun f. latus, 
pp. of tollere raise. So legislation xvii. Hence 
legislative, legislature xvii. 

legitimate lawfully begotten xv; lawful, reg¬ 
ular xvii. - medL. legitimates, pp. of legitimdre 
declare to be lawful, legitimize, f. L. legitimus, f. 
lex, leg- law. So legitimate vb. xvi, legi¬ 

timation xv. See -ate3, -ate3, legitimist xix. - 
F. (political party), legitimize xix. f. L. 

leguminous pert, to pulse; of the pea and bean 
family, xvii. - modL. leguminosus, f. L. legumen, 
-min- pulse, bean (whence, through F., legume 

beans, peas, etc. xvii; pod of leguminous plant 
xviii); see -ous. 

leisure ffreedom or opportunity; freedom from 
occupation, free time. xiv. ME. leisour, -er - AN. 
leisour, OF leisir (mod. loisir)Rom sb. use of 
L. licere be permitted. 

leman (arch.) lover, sweetheart; illicit lover, 
paramour, xm. ME. le(o)fman, lemman, f. 
LIEF + MAN. 

lemma pi lemmata, lemmas (math ) sub 
sidiary proposition xvi; heading, title, theme 
xvii. - L. - Gr. lemma, pi. lemmata something 
taken for granted or assumed, theme, argu 
merit, title, f. *lab-, base of lambanein take. 

lemming xvii. - Norw. 
lemon' pale-yellow acid fruit xiv. ME. lymon 

(O)F. limon (now restricted to the lime), corr. to 
Sp. limon, Pg. limdo. It. limone, medL. limo, on- 
- Arab, laimun - Pers. limu(n). So lemonade 
xvii. - F. limonade 

lemon2 in lemon sole species of plaice, xix. - F. 
limande (xm; beside lime, cf. It. lima, limanda), 
of unkn. orig. 

lemur xviii. - modL. lemur, f. L. pi. lemures 
shades of the departed; so named because of its 
spectre-like face. 

lend xv. Late ME. lende, superseding lene(n) 
OE. Henan, corr. (with difference of conjugation) 
to Du. leenen, OHG. lehanon (G. lehnen enfeoff); 
f. lien loan. From the pt. lende and pp. lent of 
lene, by assoc, with the conjugation of bend, 
send, wend, arose an inf. lende. 

length OE. lengdu (rare; usu. lengu, lenge) = Du. 
lengte, ON. lengd Gmc. *larjgibo, f. *laijgaz 
long1; see -th1. Hence lengthen xvi (see -en5). 

lengthy xvii. 

lenient softening, relaxing xvii; indisposed to 
severity xviii. - L. leniens, -ent- prp. of lenire 
soothe, f. lenis soft, mild; see ent. Hence len¬ 

iency xviii. So lenity xvi. - OF. - L. 
lens xvii. - L. lens lentil; so called on account 
of its shape. 

Lent fspring; period from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter Eve. xm. Shortened form of ME. lenten, 
OE lencten = MDu. lentin, OHG. len(gi)zin 
WGmc. *laijgitina, either f. *laijgita-, -tan- 
(whence MDu. lenta, Du. lente, OHG. langiz, -uz, 
lenzo, G. lenz) with suffix -ina-, or f. Gmc. *laij- 
gaz long1 + *tina- of Goth, sinteins daily, rel. to 
Skr. dina-, OS1. dini, Lith. diend day; the ult. 
deriv. from long1 is undoubted and may have 
ref. to the lengthening of the day in spring; the 
eccl. sense is peculiar to Eng. Lenten survives 
in attrib. use, apprehended as an adj. in -en3. 

lenticular lens- or lentil-shaped, xvii. - L. len- 
ticularis, f. lenticula\ see next and -ar. 

lentil xm. - (O)F. lentille Rom. *lenticula, for 
L. lenticula, dim. of lens, lent- lentil, 

lentisk mastic tree, xv - L. lentiscus, prob. of 
alien orig. 

leonid (astron.) one of a group of meteors which 
appear to radiate from Leo. xix. f. L. leo, -on- 
lion + -id2. 

leonine1 lion-like, pert, to a lion. xiv. - (O)F. 
leonin, -ine or L. leoninus, -Ina, f. led, on- lion; 

see -ine1. Identical in form and ult. in orig. is 
leonine2 in leonine verse, Latin verse with in¬ 
ternal rhyme, from the name Leo or Leonius (w. 
uncert. ref ). 

leopard xm. ME. leo-, leupard, lub-, lebard - 
OF. leop-, leupard, lebard (mod. leopard) - late 
L. leopardus - late Gr. leopardos, also leon- 
topardos, f. leon, leant- lion + pardos pard. 

leper xiv. prob. arising from attrib. use of tleper 
(xm) leprosy - (O)F. lepre - L. lepra - Gr. lepra, 
sb. use of fern, of lepros scaly, f. lepos, lepis scale. 
So leprous xm. - OF. - late L Hence leprosy 

xvi. 
lepidoptera order of insects with scale- 
covered wings, xviii modL., f Gr. lepis, lepido 
scale + pteron wing (cf. feather). 

leporine hare-like. xvii. - L. leporinus, f. lepus, 
lepor hare; see ine1. 



leprechaun 264 levity 

leprechaun in Ir. folk-lore, a pygmy sprite. 
xvii (lubrican). - Ir. lupracdn, leipracan, liopra 
chan, in Mir. luchrupdn, OIr. luchorpdn, f. lu 
small + corp body (- L. corpus). 

lepto- comb, form of Gr. leptos fine, small, deli¬ 
cate (prop. ppl. adj. of lepein scale, peel, rel. to 
lepis shell, scale), in many bot. and zool. terms. 

Lesbian pert, to homosexuality in women; also 
sb. xix. f. L. Lesbius, f. Lesbos birthplace of the 
poetess Sappho (c.600 b.c.; poss. homosexual) 
4 -IAN. 

lese-majesty treason, xv. - F. lese-majeste - L. 
Ixsa majestas hurt or violated majesty, i.e. of 
the sovereign people; Ixsa, pp. of Ixdere injure, 
majestas majesty. 

lesion xv. - (O)F. lesion - L. Ixsid, -on-, f. Ixdere, 
Ixs- injure, hurt; see -sion. 

less OE. Ixssa = OFris. lessa Gmc. *laisizo, f. 
*laisiz (whence OE. Ixs adv.), compar. for¬ 
mation on *laisa- IE. *loiso- (cf. Gr. loisthos 
last, and least). Hence lessen vb. xiv (-en5). 

lesser xm ( er3); double compar. 
-less orig. an adj. rel. to loose, lose, loss, OE. 
leas devoid (of), free (from), governing the g., 
e.g.firena leas free from crimes, but more freq. 
the second el. of adj. compounds, the first el. 
being a sb., e.g. wifleas without a wife. The sb. 
may be a noun of action with the same form as 
the related vb., and some adjs. so formed have 
the sense ‘not to be -ed’, ‘un—able’, e.g. count¬ 
less, numberless. On the supposed analogy of 
these -less has been added (from late xvi) to 
many verbs, e.g. daunt less, fadeless, tireless. 

lessee tenant under a lease, xv. - AN. lessee, 
OF. lesse, pp. of lesser (mod. laisser leave, let); 
see lease. So lessor xv. - AN. lesso(u)r. 

lesson portion of sacred scripture read in div 
ine service; portion of a book to be studied; por¬ 
tion or period of teaching xm; flecture xiv. - 
(O)F. leqon L. lectio, -on- lection. 

lest OE. py Ixs be ‘whereby less that’ (by instr. 
case of the dem. and rel. pron., Ixs less, be rel. 
particle; see the2), late OE. be Ixste, whence ME. 
lest(e), by aphesis of the first word of the phr. 

let1 fleave behind or undone, omit; put out to 
hire or rent; allow, cause. OE. str. vb. Ixtan = 
OS. latan (Du. laten), OHQ, lazan (G. lassen), 
ON. lata, Goth. letan\ Gmc. (orig. redupl.) vb., f. 
*lxt- (:- *led-), rel. to *lat- late *lad-, repr. by 
L. lassus weary (:- *ladtos). The primary sense 
was prob. ‘let go through weariness’. 

let2 (arch.) hinder, prevent. OE. lettan = OS 
lettian (Du. letten), OHG. lezzen, ON. letja, 
Goth. (Gmc.) latjan, f. *lata slow, late. Hence 
sb. hindrance, xii. 

-let suffix used since xvi, but not freq. till xviii, 
to form diminutives; presumably deduced from 
bracelet, crosslet, etc., which appear to be f. 
brace, cross, but which are actually - F. words 
formed by the addition of -ette ( et) to sbs. ending 
in -el, or from tartlet, which is - F. tartelette, 
dim of tarte tart, through the by-form tartre, 
whence *tarterette, and by dissim. tartelette. 
Armlet, necklet, wristlet, denoting ornaments 

for parts of the body, were perh. first suggested 
by a false analysis of frontlet, and furthered by 
the common bracelet. 

lethal xvii. - L. lethalis, f. lethum, var. of letum 
death, by assoc, with Gr. lithe oblivion, used as 
a proper name in L. (whence Lethe xvi) for a 
river in Hades, the water of which, when drunk, 
produced oblivion of the past; see -al\ 

lethargy morbid drowsiness, torpor, apathy, 
xiv Earliest form litargie - OF. litargie (mod 
leth ) - late L. lethargia (medL. litargia) - Gr. 
lethargia, f. ttthargos forgetful, f. *leth- (cf. 
prec.), var. of *lath- in lanthanein escape notice, 
lanthdnesthai forget, prob. rel. to L. latere be 
hid. So lethargic xiv (rare before xvi). - L. - Gr. 

letter alphabetic character; epistle; pi. litera¬ 
ture, learning, xm. - (O)F. lettre L. littera let¬ 
ter of the alphabet, pi. epistle, written 
document, literature, culture. So lettered 
learned, educated xiv. 

lettuce xm. ME. letus(e), obscurely rel. to (O)F. 
laitue L lactuca, f. lac, lact- milk; so called 
with ref. to the milky juice of the plant, 

leuco- before a vowel leuc-, comb, form of Gr. 
leukos white (see light1), xvii. 

levant abscond, bolt; esp. of a debtor, xviii. 

perh. f. levant in si. phr. come the /., run or throw 
a /., make a bet with the intention of absconding 
if it is lost, ult. based on Levant, as in the F. 
phr. faire voile en Levant ‘to be stolne, filched, or 
purloyned away’ (Cotgr.). But cf. Sp. levantarse 
con algo seize something. 

Levant fthe East; eastern part of the Medi¬ 
terranean. xv. - F. levant, sb. use (‘point where 
the sun rises’) of prp. of lever rise (see levy). So 
Levantine xvii. 

levator (anat.) muscle that raises, xvii. - late L., 
agent-noun of L. levdre raise (see levy, -ator). 

levee reception of visitors on rising from bed 
xvii; assembly held by a sovereign, etc., esp. in 
the early afternoon xviii. - F. leve, sb. use of pp. 
of lever raise, (refl.) rise; see levy, -ee1. 

level instrument to indicate a line parallel to 
the horizon xiv; tlevel condition xv; position 
marked by a horizontal line xvi; social, etc., 
plane; level surface xvii. ME. level, livel - OF. 
livel, later nivel (mod. niveau)Rom. *libellum, 
for L. libella, dim. of libra balance, scales. Hence 
adj. xvi, vb. xv. 

lever bar used to prize up a heavy object, xm. - 

AN. lever, (O)F. levier, alt. of OF. leveor, f. lever 
raise (see levy). 

leveret xv. - AN., dim. of levre, (O)F. lievre 
L. lepus, lepor- hare (of alien orig.); see -et. 

leviathan large aquatic animal in the Bible; 
tSatan xiv; used by Hobbes for the common¬ 
wealth 1651. - L. - Heb. liwyathan. 

levigate make smooth, xvii. f. pp. stem of L. 
levigare, f. levis smooth (cf. Gr. leios) + -ig-. var. 
of base of agere do, make; see act and -ate*. So 
levigation xv. - L. 

levin lightning, xm. ME. leuen(e), prob. of ON. 
orig. 

levirate custom by which a brother of a de¬ 
ceased man marries his widow, xviii. f. L. leuir 
brother-in-law 4 -ate' . 

levitate xvii. f. L. levis light (see levity). So 
levitation xvii. 

levity xvi. - L levitas, f. levis light, rel. to Gr. 
elakhus short, OS1. liguku light; see -ity. 



levy 

levy action of raising money, an army, etc. xv. - 
(O)F. levee, sb. use of fem. pp. of lever L. levdre 
raise, f. levis light (see prec. and -y9). Hence vb. 
raise (money, taxes, etc.) xiv; raise (an army); 
make, start (war) xv. 

lewd flay, not clerical OE.; unlearned xiii; flow, 
vulgar; lascivious, unchaste xiv. OE. Ixwede, of 
unkn. orig. 

lewis iron contrivance for raising blocks of 
stone, xviii. perh. f. the name Lewis. 

lewisite vesicant oily fluid, xx. f. name of the 
inventor. W. J. Lewis + -ite. 

lexical xix. f. Gr. lexikos and lexikon, see next 
and -al1. 

lexicon xvii. - modL. - Gr. lexikon, n. sg. of 
lexikos pert, to words, f. lexis phrase, word, f. 
legein speak; see lection. So lexicographer, 
-graphy xvii. 

liable obliged by law xv; exposed or subject to 
xvi. poss. - AN. *liable, f. (O)F. Her L. ligdre 
bind; but the late appearance of the word and 
its absence from AN. and AL. records would be 
inexplicable. Hence liability xviii. See -ble. 

liaison tthickening for sauces xvii; illicit in¬ 
timacy xix; (mil.) co-operation of forces xx. - F., 
f. lier bind (cf. prec.). 

liane tropical climbing and twining plant. 
xviii. - F. liane, tliene, of uncert. orig. Also 
liana xix. 

liar OE. leogere (= OHG. liugari, ON. ljugari), f. 
leogan lie*; see -ar. 

lias blue limestone rock xvii (lyas); (geol.) strata 
forming the lowest division of the Jurassic xix. - 
F. liais, of unkn. orig. 

libation xiv. - L. libatio, on-, f. libare taste, 
pour as an offering, rel. to Gr. leibein pour drop 
by drop; see -ation. 

libel fformal statement or writing xiii; 
plaintiff’s declaration or plea xiv; {-published 
bill or pamphlet xvi; damaging or defamatory 
statement xvii. - OF. libel, (mod.) libelle - L. 
libellus, dim. of liber book. Hence libel vb. xvi, 
libellous xvii. 

liberal pert, to the arts considered ‘worthy of a 
free man’; free in bestowing xiv; {-unrestrained 
xv; free from prejudice xviii; (of political opin¬ 
ion) xix. - (O)F. liberal - L. liberdlis, f. liber free, 
rel. to Gr. eleutheros, see -al’. So liberality xiv 
liberate xvii - f. L. liberal-, are. liberation 
xv. - (O)F. or L. 

libertine tfreedman xiv; antinomian, free 
thinker; licentious man xvi. - L. libertinus, f. 
libertus made free, f. liber free (see prec ); partly 
through F. libertin. 

liberty xiv. - (O)F. liberte - L. libertds, -tat, f. 
liber free, see liberal, ty2. Hence libertarian 
XVIII. 

libidinous xv. - L. libidinosus, f. libido, -din- 
lust (cf. libet it is pleasing); see -ous. So libido 

(psych.) xx 
library xiv. - (O)F librairie (now only ‘book 
shop’) - Rom *librdria, alt. of L libraria book 
seller’s shop, sb. use of librarius pert, to books, 
f. liber, libr book; see ary, y3 So librarian 
{■scribe xvii; keeper of a library xviii. f L 
librarius + -an 

libration oscillation, balancing, xvii. - L. 

5 lieutenant 

libratio, on-, f. librare balance, f. libra pound 
weight, scales; see - ation 

libretto xviii. - It., dim of libro book, 
licence, U S. license leave, permission; lib¬ 
erty of action xiv; formal permission from auth 
ority; excessive liberty xv; deviation from 
normal form xvi; licentiousness xviii. - (O)F. 
licence - L. licentia, f. licent-, prp. stem of licere 
be lawful; see -ence. Hence license vb. xv So 
licentious xvi. - L. 

lichen xviii. - L. lichen - Gr leikhdn 
lich-, lych-gate roofed gateway to a church 
yard under which the bier is set down at a 
funeral, xv (lycheyate). f. tlich body (OE. lie 

Gmc. *likam) + gate1 . 
lichi see litchi. 
licit xv. - L. licitus, pp. of licere be lawful, 
lick vb. OE. liccian = OS. likkdn, lekkon (Du. 
hkken), OHG. leckon (G. lecken)WGmc. *likko- 
jan, based ult. on IE. *ligh- *leigh- *loigh-, found 
in Skr. redhi, ledhi, Gr. leikhein, L. lingere, OIr. 
ligim, OS1. lizati. Hence sb. xvii. 

lickerish (arch.) dainty; greedy; lecherous, 
xvi. Alt. by substitution of -ish‘, of -\lickerous 
(xiii) - AN. *likerous, var. of lecheros lecherous 
Also liquorish (xviii), to suggest fondness for 
liquor. 

lictor officer in ancient Rome, xvi (earlier 
tlittour xiv). - L., of unkn. orig. 

lid cover of a vessel OE.; eyelid xiii. OE. hlid = 
MLG lit (-d), Du. lid, OHG. (h)lit (now in G. 
(augen)lid eyelid), ON. hlid gate(way), gap 
Gmc. *xlidam, f. *x/fd- cover, as in OE. be- 
hlidan cover. 

lido name of a bathing-place near Venice; 
transf. public open-air swimming-pool. xx. - 
Venetian It. lido L. litus shore. 

lie1 pt. lay, pp. lain be in a prostrate or re 
cumbent position. OE. str. vb. liegan = OS. lig- 
gian (Du liggen), OHG. hggen, ON. liggja 
Gmc. *lijjan, f base *le3- *la3- *l&3- IE. *legh- 
*logh- *legh-, repr. also by Gr. lektron, lekhos 
bed, L. lectus bed, OS1. lezati lie. The form lie is 
from the stem of the 2nd and 3rd pers. sg. pres, 
ind. OE. lig(e)st, list, lig(e)d, lid, cf. lay1. Hence 
lie sb xvii. 

lie2 pt., pp. lied tell an untruth OE. str. vb. 
leogan = OS. liogan (Du liegen), OHG. liogan 
(G. lugen), ON. ljuga, Goth, liugan, Gmc. vb. f. 
*leu3- *lou3 *lu3- (whence OE. lyge sb ); cf. OS1. 
luza lie. Hence lie sb untruth, xiii 

lief tadj. beloved, dear. OE. leof = OS. liob (Du. 
lief), OHG. liub (G. lieb), ON. ljufr, Goth, liufs 
(liub-) Gmc. *leubaz IE. *leubhos (whence 
OS1. ljubu), see also love. As adv. (compared 
hever, lievest) dearly, gladly, xiii. 

liege entitled to feudal service (as liege lord, OF 
lige segnur) xiii; bound to render this (as liege 
man, OF home lige). - OF li(e)ge - medL leticus, 
Iseticus, prob of Gmc. orig. 

lien (leg.) right to retain possession of property. 
xvi. - F. lien, OF. loien L. ligamen bond, f. 
ligdre bind. 

lieu place, stead xiii - (O)F. L. locus place 
lieutenant (arch.) vicegerent xiv; military and 
naval rank (orig of one holding the place’ of a 
captain) xvi. - (O)F.. f. lieu place + tenant holder 
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(see lieu, tenant). Forms with /, to which the 
traditional Eng. pronunc. corresponds, appear 
in xrv; infl. of leave' is possible. Hence lieuten¬ 

ancy xv. Also lieutenant-general tvicegerent 
xv; rank next below a general xvi. - F. lieuten¬ 
ant general, in which the second word is orig. 
adj. In lord-lieutenant lieutenant is adj. 

life OE. Ilf, corr. to OS. lif\\ie, person (Du. lijf 
body), OHG. lib life (G. leib body), ON. lif life, 
body Gmc *llbam (az), f. *lib-, the weak grade 
of which appears in live'. Hence lifeguard 

bodyguard of soldiers, xvn. prob after Du. 
\lijfgarde, G. leibgarde (in which the first el. 
means ’body’), later assoc, with life. 

lift vb. xiii. - ON. lypta - (M)HG. luften Gmc. 
*luftjan, f. *luftuz air, sky. Hence sb. xvi. 

ligament short band of animal tissue xiv; liga¬ 
ture xvi. - L. ligamentum, f. ligdre bind, tie; see 
ment So ligature xiv. 

light’ emanation from the sun, etc.; il 
lumination; lighted body. OE. leoht (Angl. llht) 
— OS., OHG. lioht (Du., G. licht)WGmc. *leux- 
ta IE. *leuktom, f. *leuk- *louk- *ldk-, repr. 
in Gr. leukos white, L. lux, lumen (:- *leuksmen) 
light, luna (:- *leuksna) moon, OIr. luach 
shining, ON. logi flame, OS1. luca beam, Skr. 
rue shine. So light adj. OE. leoht, llht = OS. 
(Du.), (O)HG. licht. light vb. OE. lihtan = OS. 
liuhtian, etc., Goth, liuhtjan, largely super¬ 
seded by lighten1 xm. comp, lighthouse xvn. 

light2 of little weight. OE. leoht, llht = OS. -llht 
(Du. licht), OHG. liht(i) (G. leicht easy), ON. lettr, 
Goth, leihts Gmc. *lirjxi(j)oz, f. *lirjgw- IE. 
* length, as in Lith. lehgvas light. Hence 
lighten2 xv. 

lightning xiv. Special use of lightening, vbl. sb. 
of lighten', with differentiated sp. 

lights lungs (now of slaughtered beasts), xii. 
ME. lihte, pi. of light2 used sb.; cf. lung. 

lign-aloes aloes, aloes wood xiv; aromatic 
wood of a Mexican tree xix. - late L. lignum 
aloes ‘wood of the aloe’. 

ligneous woody in texture, xvn. - L. ligneus, f. 
lignum wood (:- *legnom, f. legere collect, 

fallen branches being collected for burning); see 
-EOUS. 

like' having the same character or quality, xii. - 
ON. likr, aphetic of glikr = OE. gelic alike. 

Hence liken compare, xiv. See -ens. likewise 

xv. 
like2 please, be pleasing OE ; find agreeable, be 
pleased with xii. OE. lician = OS. likon (Du. 
lijken), OHG. llhhen, ON. lika, Goth, leikan 
Gmc. *llkxjan, ojan, f. *likam appearance, 
form Hence lik(e)able xvm. So liking OE 
licung. 

likely probable xm; suitable, fit xiv; capable 
looking; handsome xv. - ON likligr, f. likr 
like' + -ligr -ly'. Also adv. probably, xiv. So 
likeness OE. (ge)licnes. 

lilac shrub Syringa vulgaris, xvii. - F fUlcic 
(now lilas) - Sp. lilac - Arab, lilak - Pers. lllak, 
var. of nllak bluish, f. nil blue, indigo. So named 
from the bluish tinge of the flowers of some 
varieties 

liliaceous xvm. - late L. liliaceus. f. lilium lily; 
see -ACEOus. 

Lilliputian diminutive, xvm. f. Lilliput name 
of an imaginary country in Swift’s ‘Gulliver’s 
Travels’ (1726), peopled by pygmies six inches 
high; see -ian. 

lilt sound (a note), lift up (the voice), sing xiv; 
sing with a swing xvm. ME. lilte, lulte, of ob¬ 
scure orig. Hence lilt sb. (Sc.) song, tune xvm; 
swing of a tune or verse xix 

lily OE. lilie(weak fern.) - L. lilium, of alien orig. 
(cf Gr. leirion). 

limb' part of the body, spec a member such as 
the arm, leg, wing; branch (/. of Satan, etc., imp, 
mischievous person; in OE. deofles limu ‘devil’s 
limbs’; whence simply limb xvn). OE. lim n., 
pi. limu, corr. to ON. limr m.; prob. rel. to OE. 
lid limb ( = Du. lid: see lay-figure). Parasitic b 
prob. arose in obi. forms, and has now dis¬ 
appeared in pronunc. 

limb2 A. flimbo of Hell xv; B. edge or boundary 
of a surface or instrument xvi. - F. limbe or its 
source L. limbus (see limbo) 

limber' shaft; forepart of a gun-carriage, xv 
(lymo(u)r). of obscure orig. Hence limber vb.’ 
xix. 

limber2 pi. holes in timbers for the passage of 
water, xvn. perh. - (O)F. lumiere light, hole 
(used in the same techn. sense)Rom. *lumin- 
aria, fern sg. use of pi. of L. luminare light, 
lamp, f. lumen, lumin- (see light'). 

limber3 flexible, pliant, xvi. perh. from limber' 

in allusion to the motion of shafts. Hence lim¬ 
ber (up) vb.2 xvm. 

limbo region on the border of Hell xiv; prison, 
confinement xvi; neglect, oblivion xvii. orig in 
phr. in, out of limbo, repr. medL. in, e limbo, abl. 
of L. limbus hem, selvage, fringe, 

lime' birdlime; mortar, cement; calcium oxide. 
OE. lim, corr. to MDu., OHG. lim (Du. lijm, G. 
leim), ON. lim-, f. Gmc. *lim-, var. oi*laim- loam, 

ult. rel. to L. llmus. Hence vb. xm. 
lime2 kind of citrus fruit, xvii. - F. -modPr. limo, 
Sp. lima - Arab, lima, coll, lim fruits of the cit¬ 
ron kind. 

lime3 linden, xvn. unexpl. alt. of line, var. of 
lind (see linden). 

limen (psych.) limit below which a stimulus 
ceases to be perceptible, xix. - L. limen, limin- 
threshold. So liminal xix. Cf. subliminal. 

limerick xix. Said to be derived from a custom 
of singing ‘Will you come up to Limerick?’ at 
parties at which verses were extemporized, 

limit sb. xrv. - L. limes, limit- frontier. So limit 
vb. xiv. - (O)F. limiter or L. limitdre. limitation 
xrv. 

limitrophe adj. on the frontier xix; tsb. 
borderland xvi. - F. - late L. limitrophus, f 
limit- limit + Gr. -trophos supporting (trephein 
nourish). 

limn illuminate xv; paint, portray xvi. contr. of 
tlumine (xiv) - OF. luminer - L. luminare, f. 
lumen, lumin- light'. So limner illuminator 
xrv; painter xvi. contr. of tluminer (xiv). 

limnology xix. f. Gr. limne lake, marsh + -ology. 
limousine motor-car with closed body. xx. - F., 

f. Limousin name of a province of France; orig. 
caped cloak worn by natives of the pro¬ 
vince. 
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limp1 walk lame. xvi. cogn. w. flimphalt lame, 
OE. lemphealt, laempihalt (second el. healt 
halt1); cf. MHG. limpfen limp. 

limp3 not stiff, xvm. of unkn. orig. 
limpet ME. lempetOE. lempedu - medL. lam- 
preda limpet, lamprey. 

limpid pellucid, clear, xvii. - F. limpide or L. 
limpidus. 

linchpin pin in an axle to keep the wheel in 
place, xiv (lynspin). f. ME. lins OE. lynis = 
OS. lunisa (Du. luns, lens), MHG. luns, lunse (G. 
iiinse). 

Lincoln green bright green stuff made at Lin¬ 
coln, county town of Lincolnshire, England, a 
seat of cloth manufacture, xvi. 

linden lime-tree. xvi. In linden tree - Du. Unde-, 
■flindenboom, G. lindenbaum, f. linde (with wk. 
inflexion) + boom, baum tree (beam). The first el. 
corr. to OE. lind(e) lime-tree, shield, ON. lind. 

line1 flax; flax thread or cloth. OE. lin = OS., 
OHG. lin (Du. lijn-, G. lein), ON. lin, Goth, lein 
Gmc. *linam = or - L. linum flax, rel. to Gr. li- 
non, Ir. lin, Lith. linai pi. Now dial. exc. as sur¬ 
viving in linseed. Hence line vb.1 apply a layer 
of material to the inside of (a garment), xrv. w. 
ref. to linen being used for the purpose. 

line3 cord, string; string, row, series OE.; 
thread-like mark, stroke xiii; serial succession 
xrv; track, course xv. Two words of ult. identical 
etym. have coalesced: (1) OE. line rope, line, 
series, rule = MDu. line (Du. lijn), OHG. lina (G. 
leine cord), ON. lina, prob. Gmc. - L. linea\ (2) 
ME. li(g)ne - (O)F. ligne Rom. *linja, for L. 
linea, orig. sb. use of fern, of lineus pert, to flax, 
f. linum\ see prec. Hence line vb.3 tie with a line, 
etc. xiv; trace with a line xvi; bring into line 
XVII. 

line3 cover (the bitch), xiv. - (O)F. ligner, also 
aligner, identical with line vb.3, but the sense- 
development is obscure. 

lineage xiv. - (O)F. lignage, flinage Rom. 
*linedtvcum, f. L. linea line3; see -age. The sp. 
lineage (xvii) is due to assoc, with line; the 
pronunc. has followed it. 

lineal pert, to a line or lines xrv; in the direct line 
of descent xv. - (O)F. lineal - late L. linealis; see 
line3, -al'. So linear xvii. - L. linearis. 

lineament distinctive feature xv; tline, outline 
xvi. - L. lineamentum, f. lineare make straight, f. 
linea line3; see -ment. So lineation xiv. 

linen adj. made of flax OE.; now, as attrib. use of 
the sb., made of linen; sb. cloth woven from 
flax; garments, etc., of this. xiv. OE. linen, 
linnen = OS., OHG. linin (Du. linnen, G. 
leinen)WGmc. * linin, f. *linam line1; see -en3. 

liner ship or aircraft belonging to a line (line3), 
i.e. a regular succession of vessels plying be 
tween certain places, xix. See -er1. 

ling1 long slender cod-like fish. xiii. ME. leng(e), 
prob. of Du. or LG. orig.; cf. Du. leng, earlier 
lenghe. linghe\ rel. to long'. 

ling3 plant of the heather family, xiv. - ON. lyng, 
of unkn. orig. 

-ling1 suffix, of Gmc. orig., forming sbs. OE., 
OS., OHG. -ling, ON. -lingr, Goth, -liggs, comp, 
of M/a -el1, -LE1, and *-itjga- -ing3, but treated as 
a simple suffix. In OE., added to sbs. to denote a 

person concerned with..., e.g. hyrling hireling; 

added to adjs. (occas. an adv.) to denote a person 
having the quality implied, eg. deorling 
darling. In ON. the suffix was dim. in force, esp. 
in names of the young of animals, e.g. gaeslingr 
gosling. ME. and later formations on the same 
lines are grayling, nestling, sapling, with un¬ 
favourable sense (since c.1600), e.g. groundling, 
worldling. Formations on verb-stems are 
changeling, starveling, suckling. Many new dim. 
formations appear from xvi, e.g. lordling, 
princeling. 

-ling3 also -\-lings. adv. suffix, repr. a var. of Gmc. 
*-lirjg *-laijg- *-lurjg-, all of which appear in OE., 
as baecling on or towards the back, nihtlanges for 
a night, grundlunga, -linga to the ground, so 
MLG., MDu. -ling(e), Fris. -lings, etc. The orig. 
use to form advs. of direction is con¬ 
tinued in ME. grufelyng (see grovelling), 

sideling(s)\ more numerous formations denote 
condition or situation, as darkling(s), flat- 
ling(s). 

linger tdwell xiii; stay behind, tarry, be tardy 
xvi. north. ME. lenger, frequent, (see er4) of 
tleng linger - ON. lengja = OE. lengan Gmc. 
*larjgjan prop, make or be long, f. *larjg- long1. 

lingerie xix. - F., f. linge linen L. lineus of 
linen (f. linum line1), used sb.; see -ery. 

lingo foreign, strange or unintelligible lan¬ 
guage. xvii. prob. - Pg. lingoa L. lingua 
TONGUE. 

lingua franca orig. mixed jargon based on 
Italian, used in the Levant, xvii. - It., ‘Frankish 
tongue’; see Frank. 

linguist xvi. f. L. lingua language + -ist. Hence 
linguistic xix (earlier -ical). 

liniment tgrease xv; embrocation xvi. - late L. 
linimentum, f. L. linere smear, anoint; see -ment. 

link’ loop of a chain, etc. xiv (implied in AL. 
linkum). - ON. *hlenkr (Olcel. hlekkr) Gmc. 
*xlatjkjaz, rel. to OE. hlencan pi. armour, MHG. 
gelenke (coll.) flexible parts of the body, gelenk 
joint, link; cf. lank. Hence vb. xiv. 
link3 torch, xvi. of obscure orig. 
links (pi.) undulating sandy ground on the sea¬ 
shore xv; golf-course xviii. repr. OE. hlincas, pi. 
of hlinc ridge, bank, perh. f. the base of OE 
hlinian lean3. 

linn (Sc.) cascade, pool xvi; precipice xvm. - 
Gael, linne, Ir. linn. 

Linn(a)ean xvm. f. Linnaeus, latinized form of 
the surname of Carl von Linne, Sw. naturalist 
(1707-78); see-an. 

linnet xvi. - OF. linette, earlier linot (mod. 
linot(te)), f. lin flax (see linen); the bird feeds on 
the seed of flax and hemp. 

linoleum floor cloth in which a coating of lin¬ 
seed oil is used. xix. f. L. linum flax, line1 + 
-oleum oil. Abbr. lino xx. 

linotype (typogr.) machine for producing lines 
or bars of words, xix. P.; for line o' (i.e. of) type. 

linseed seed of flax. OE. linsaed, i.e. line1 + seed. 

linsey fabric, (now) of coarse wool on a cotton 
warp. xv. prob. f. name of Lindsey in Suffolk, 
where the manufacture is said to have orig 
inated. Hence linsey-woolsey xv; + wool, with 
jingling ending. 



linstock 

linstock staff to hold a lighted match xvi. 
Early lintstocke - Du. lontstok, f. lont match 
+ stok stick; assim to lint from use of refuse of 
flax as tinder 

lint flax: dressing for wounds prepared by scrap 
ing linen, xiv. ME. lyn(n)et, perh. - (O)F. linette 
(known only in the sense ‘linseed’), f. lin flax, 
line' + ETTE. 

lintel xiv. - OF. lintel (mod. linteau), alt. of* [in¬ 
ter, lintier Rom. *limitaris, alt. of liminaris 
pert, to the threshold (used sb), by crossing of 
limes, limit limit with limen, limin- threshold 

lion ME. li(o)un, leoun - AN. liun (F lion) - L. 
led, leon- - Gr leon. So lioness xm. - OF 

lip OE. lippa = MLG., MDu lippe, OSw. lippe, 
lippa Gmc. *lipjan-, rel. to synon. OS lepor, 
OHG. leffur, lefs Gmc *lepaz , *leps, rel to L. 
labia, labra n. pi. lips. 

liquefy reduce to or become a liquid xvi. - F. 
liquefier - L. liquefacere, pass, liquefieri, f. 
liquere; see liquor, fy. So liquefaction xv. - 
F. or late L. liquescent xvm. 

liquid adj. neither solid nor gaseous xiv; (of air. 
sound, light) pure, clear xvi. - L. liquidus, f. 
liquere (cf. liquor). Hence sb. (in phon.) xvi; 
liquid substance xviii. So liquidate fmake 
clear, set out cleariy xvi; clear off (a debt) 
xvm; set out the liabilities of xix; (after Russ. 
likvidirovat) wipe out xx. f. pp. stem of medL. 
liquidare liquidation xvi. liquor liquid 
substance, xm. ME. lic{o)ur - OF. lic(o)ur (mod. 
liqueur) - L liquor, -or-, rel. to liquare liquefy, 
liquere be fluid, liqueur in its specific 
sense was adopted from F. in xviii. 

liquorice, licorice rhizome of Glycyrrhiza 
glabra, preparation from this. xm. - AN. lycorys, 
OF. lieoresse - (with assim. to licor liquor) late 
L. liquiritia - Gr. glukurrhiza, f. glukus 
sweet + rhiza root. 

lira unit of It. currency, xvii. - It. - Pr. liura = 
F. livre. It. libbra L. libra pound. 

Lisle name of a French town, now Lille, used 
attrib. as in L. thread, lace. xix. 

lisp speak with defective (sibilant) utterance 
OE. *ivlispian (only in awlyspian), f. wlisp, wlips 
adj. lisping; cf. MLG. wlispen, wilspen (Du 
lispen), OHG. lisp stammering, lispen lisp (G. 
lispeln), imit 

lissom xvm. for *lithsom, f. lithe + some'. 
list1 A. border, edging, strip OE.; B. tboundary; 
pi. barrier enclosing space for tilting xiv. OE 
liste = MDu lijste (Du. lijst), OHG. lista (G. 
leiste) Gmc. *liston (whence F. liste). In its 
application to tilting used to repr. OF. lisse 
(mod. lice). 

list1 fbe pleasing OE.; (arch.) desire, xiv. OE. 
lystan = OS. lustian (Du. lusten), OHG. lusten 
(G. lusten), ON. lysta Gmc. *lustjan, f. *lust 
pleasure, lust. Hence sb tpleasure, desire xm; 
whence listless without zest or spirit xv. 

list3 (arch.) listen. OE. hlystan, f. hlyst hearing 
= OS., ON. hlustGmc. *xlustiz IE. *klustis 
(cf Skr. srusti obedience), f. *klus , extension of 
*klu hear (see loud). So listen OE. hlysnan, 
corr. to MHG. lusenen WGmc. *xlusinojan. 

list4 catalogue of names, etc. xvn. - F. liste, pro 
sumably identical with list1, the special 

liturgy 

application being developed from ‘strip’ (of 
paper). Hence vb. xvii 

list3 inclination of a ship to one side xvii. of 
unkn. orig. So vb xvii. 

litany liturgical form of supplication, xm. ME. 
letanie (later assim to L.) - OF. letanie (mod. 
litanie) - ecclL. litania - Gr litaneia prayer, en¬ 
treaty, f. litanos suppliant, f. liti supplication, 
litesthai entreat. 

litchi, lichi, lychee Chinese fruit, xvi (lechia, 
lichea). - Chinese, li-tchi. 

-lite final el. in many names of minerals, repr. 
F. lite (in G -lit(h)), Gr. lithos stone, 

literal pert, to a letter or letters xiv. - (O)F. 
literal or late L. lit(t)eralis, f. lit(t)era letter, see 
al1. So literary xvn. - L. literate educated, 
learned xv; literary, xvii. - L literature polite 
learning xrv; literary work xvm. - (partly 
through F. litterature) L. lit(t)eratura (coll.) al¬ 
phabetic letters, grammar, learning, literatim 
letter by letter, xvii. - medL. 

litharge monoxide of lead. xiv. ME. litarge - 
OF. litarge (mod. litharge) - L. lithargyrus - Gr. 
lithdrguros, f. lithos stone + arguros silver, 

lithe tgentle, mild OE.; pliant, supple xv. OE. 
lide = OS. lithi, OHG. lindi (G. lind) soft, gen¬ 
tle WGmc. *linbja-, rel. to ON linr soft, yield¬ 
ing, OE. linnan, OHG , Goth, -linnan, ON. linna 
cease (cf. L. lentus pliant, slow), 

lithia lithium oxide, xix. modi , alt. of lithion 
(as if - Gr litheion, n. of UtheL. otony, f. lithos 
stone). Hence lithium metallic element, xix. 
See -ium. 

litho- comb, form of Gr. lithos stone, litho¬ 
graphy making designs on stone to be printed 
from. xix. lithotomy xvm. - late L. - Gr. 

litigation fdisputation xvi; legal proceedings 
xvii. - late L. litigatio, on-, f. litigare, -dt- 
(whence litigant, -ate), f. Us, lit- strife, law¬ 
suit + agere do. So litigious xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

litmus blue colouring matter from lichens, 
xvi. - ONorw. litmosi, f. ON. litr dye + mosi moss. 

litotes (rhet.) affirmative expressed by the 
negative of the contrary, as 'a citizen of no mean 
city’, xvn. - late L. - Gr. litotes, f. litos single, 
simple, meagre. 

litre xix. - F., suggested by flitron old measure 
of capacity, f. medL. litra - Gr. litra Sicilian 
monetary unit (of same alien orig. as L. libra 
pound). 

litter fbed xm; portable couch xiv; straw, etc., 
for bedding; number of young brought forth at 
a birth xv; disorderly accumulation of things 
xvm. - AN. litere, (O)F. litiere medL. lectaria, 
f. lectus bed; see lie'. Hence vb. furnish (horse, 
etc.) with litter xrv;. bring forth (young) xv; 
strew with or as litter xvm. 

little OE. lytel, corr. to OS. luttil (Du. luttel), 
OHG. luzzil (MHG., G. dial, lutzel)', WGmc. 
*lClttila, f. *ldt-, repr also by OE. lyt adv. little. 
Compared less, least. 

littoral adj. pert, to the shore xvn sb region 
along the shore xix. - L. littordlis, var. of litor- 
alis, f. litus, litor- shore; see -al’. 

liturgy service of the Eucharist; form of (Chris¬ 
tian) public worship, xvi. - F liturgie or late L. 
liturgia - Gr. leitourgia public service, worship 
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of the gods, f. leitourgos public servant, minis¬ 
ter. So liturgic(al) xvii. - medL. - Gr. 

live’ have life; subsist. OE. (i) libban, pt. lifde, 
(ii) lifian, pt. lifode, corr. to OS. libbian, lebon, 
OHG. leben (G. leben), ON. Ufa live, remain, 
Goth, liban, f. Gmc. base *lib- remain, continue; 
See LIFE, LEAVE2. 

live2 living, xvi. Aphetic of alive. 

livelihood xvi. Alt., by assim. to lively and 
-hood, of live lode course of life, sustenance, OE. 
lifldd, f. Ilf life + lad course, way (see load). 

livelong emotional intensive of the adj. long. 
xrv ME. lefe longe, leve longe, i.e. lief, long'. In 
xvi apprehended as f. live' or live2, and so alt. 
in form. 

lively fliving; tvital OE.; vigorous, active xm; 
life-like, animated xiv; gay xvi. OE. liflic, f. lif 
life + -lie -ly’; cf. OHG. liblich, ON. lifligr. So 
lively adv. OE. li/lice ( ly2); but newly formed 
in xiv. 

liver bile-secreting organ. OE. lifer = MDu. 
lever (Du. lever), OHG. libara (G. leber), ON. 
lifrGmc. *libro, having no certain cogns. 

Liverpudlian belonging to (a native of) Liver¬ 
pool, of which the final syll. was joc. altered to 
puddle, see -ian. xix. 

livery dispensing of provisions to retainers xm; 
allowance of provender for horses; suit of 
clothes for retainers xiv; legal delivery of 
property xv. - AN. livere, (O)F. livree, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of livrer deliver, dispenseL. liberare, 
see -y5. 

livid of bluish leaden colour, xvii. - F. livide or 
L. llvidus, f. livere be bluish; see -id1. 

lixivium lye. xvii. - late L., sb. use of n. of 
lixivius, f. lix ashes, lye So lixiviate, 
lixiviation xvii. - modL. 

lizard xiv. ME. lesard(e) - OF. lesard, -arde 
(mod. lez-), repr. L. lacertus, lacerta, which ap¬ 
pears to be identical with lacertus muscle, 

llama S. Amer. ruminant allied to the camel, 
xvi. - Sp. - Quechua 

llano treeless plain or steppe in S. Amer. xvii. - 

Sp.L. planum plain. 

lo int. repr. (i) ME. 16 OE. Id, excl.; (ii) ME. 16, 
prob. short for loke OE. loca, imper. of locian 
LOOK. 

loach small freshwater fish. xiv. - (O)F. loche, 
of unkn. orig. 

load fcarriage OE.; burden xm; transf. and fig. 
xvi. OE. lad way, journey, conveyance = OHG 
leita course, leading, procession (G. leite), ON. 
leid way, course Gmc. *laido, whence *laidjan 
lead2. The development of meaning has been 
infl. by assoc, with lade. Hence vb. xv. 

loadstone, lodestone magnetic oxide of iron; 
this used as a magnet, xvi. f. load, lode + stone; 

lit. ‘way-stone’, so named from the use of the 
magnet in guiding mariners. 

loaf1 pi. loaves thread; portion of bread baked 
in one mass OE.; moulded conical mass of sugar 
xrv. OE. hlaf = OHG. leip (G. laib), ON. hleifr 
loaf, Goth, hlaifs bread Gmc. *xlaibaz. 

loaf2 (orig. U S.) spend time idly. xix. prob. 
back-formation from contemp. loafer, of ob 
scure orig. 

loam tclay, earth OE.; clay moistened to form a 

paste xv; fertile soil mixture xvii. OE. lam = 
(M)Du. leem, MLG. lem, rel. to OHG. leimo (G. 
dial, leimen)WGmc. *laimaz, *laiman-, f. *lai-, 
*lt- be sticky (see lime1). 

loan tgift, grant OE.; thing lent, act of lending 
xm. - ON. Ian, corr. to OE. Ixn (see lend), MDu. 

lene (Du. leen), OHG. lehan (G. leben) Gmc. 
*laixwniz, -az-IE. *loiqnes-, -os- (cf. Skr. rekna- 
inheritance, wealth), f. *loiq- *leiq- *ltq-, repr. 
also by Gr. leipein leave, L. linquere, Goth 
leihwan, OHG. liban (G. leiben), OE. Icon lend. 
Hence vb. xvi (latterly esp. U.S.). comp, loan¬ 
word xix. after G. lebnwort. 

loath, loth thostile; fhateful, loathsome OE.; 
(f. the vb.) disinclined, unwilling xiv. OE. lad = 
OS. led (Du. leed), OHG. leid (cf. G. leid sorrow, 
pain), ON. leidr Gmc *laipaz. So loathe be 
hateful OE.; be averse to, (later) dislike in¬ 
tensely xii. OE. Indian = OS. letbon, ON. leida 
Gmc. *laibojan. Hence loathly OE. Iddlic. 
loathsome xm. 

lob fpollack xrv, (dial.) bumpkin xvi; pendulous 
object xvii; lump xix. prob. of LG. or Du. orig.; 
cf. EFris. lobfbe) hanging lump of flesh, MLG., 
fDu lobbe, lubbe hanging lip, Du. lobbes bump¬ 
kin, gawk. Hence lob vb. droop xvi; move or 
throw heavily xix. 

lobby t(perh.) monastic cloister xvi, 
passage or corridor attached to a building xvi 
(spec, in the House of Commons xvii). - medL. 
lobium, lobia (see lodge). 

lobe roundish projecting part of an organ, xvi. - 
late L. lobus - Gr. lobos lobe of ear or liver, pod. 
So lobate xvm, lobule xvii. - modL. 

lobelia xvm. modL., f. name of Matthias de 
Lobel (1538-1616), botanist to James I; see -ia1. 

lobscouse dish of meat stewed with vegetables 
and ship’s biscuit, xvm. of unkn. orig.; cf. Da. 
lapskaus, Du., G. lapskous. 

lobster OE. loppestre, lopystre, lopustre - L. 
locusta crustacean, locust, with unexpl. p 
for c, and -stre after agent-nouns in -stre ster. 

local xv - (O)F. - late L. localis, f. locus place; 
see al1. So locale xix, later form of local sb. 
xvm. - F. local, sb. use of the adj. locality xvii. - 
F. or late L. locate appoint the place of. xvm. f 
L. locare, locat . location hiring; placing, xvi. - 
L. locative (gram.), xix. 

loch (Sc.) lake. xiv. - Gael, 
lochia xvii. - medL. - Gr. lokbia, sb. use of n. pi 
of lokbios pert, to childbirth, f. lokbos lying-in. 

lock1 division of a head of hair. OE. loc, corr. to 
OS. lok, OHG. loc (MDu., G. locke, Du. lok), 
ON. lokkr Gmc. *lokkaz, *lukkaz, f. IE. *lug-, 
whence Gr. lugoun, lugizein bend 

lock2 A. contrivance for fastening a door, etc. 
OE.; mechanism of discharge in fire-arms xvi; 
B. barrier on a river xm, C. (? f. the vb.) in¬ 
terlocking grip xvi. OE. loc = OS. lok, OHG. lob 
(G. locb) hole, ON lok lid, end, conclusion (Goth, 
has usluk opening) Gmc. *lokam, *lukam, f 
*luk *luk- close, enclose, whence str. vb 
*lukan, OE. lucan, which was repl (xm) by 
lock vb., a new deriv of the native sb. or an 
adoption of ON. loka Hence locker xv 

lock3 as in lock hospital (for venereal diseases) 
xvii (The Lock). The ‘Lock lazar house' in 
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Southwark (mentioned 1452) became such a hos 
pital, whence the name was generalized; perh. 
orig. so called because specially isolated (lock*). 

-lock, suffix surviving only in wedlock, repr. 
OE. -lac, which may be rendered actions or pro¬ 
ceedings, practice’, as beado-, feoht-, headoldc 
fighting, warfare, brydldc nuptials, reafldc rob 
bery, wedlac pledge-giving, nuptials; = ON 
■leikr, identical with OE. lac play, sport, ON. 
leikr, Goth, laiks dance. 

locket firon cross-bar of a window xrv; metal 
plate on a scabbard xvi; tgroup of jewels in a 
pattern; fcatch or spring to fasten an ornament; 
small case hung as an ornament from the neck 
xvh. - OF. locquet (mod. loquet latch), dim. of 
(chiefly AN.) loc latch, lock - the Gmc. source of 
LOCK2 

locomotive pert, to locomotion; moving by its 
own powers xvii; of mechanism (e g. locomotive 
engine, whence locomotive sb.) xix. - modL. lo- 
comotivus, f. L. loco, abl. of locus place + motlvus 
motive, after scholL. in loco moveri = moveri 
locdliter move by change of position in space. 
So locomotion xvii. locomotor sb. and adj. 
XIX. 

locum tenens xvii. - medL., ‘one holding the 
place (of another)’; L. locum, acc. of locus place, 
and tenens, prp. of tenere hold, 

locus xviii. - L., place’. 
locust A. destructive insect migrating in 
swarms xiii; B. fruit of the carob (supposed to 
have been the food of John the Baptist); carob- 
tree, etc. xvii. - (O)F. locuste - L. locusta locust, 
lobster, of unkn. orig. 

locution futterance; form of expression xv. - 
(O)F. locution or L. locutio, on-, f. locut-, pp. stem 
of loqui talk, speak; see -tion. 

lode tway, journey OE.; watercourse; loadstone 
xvi; vein of ore xvii. OE. lad load, of which lode 
is a sp.-var. lodestar pole star, guiding star. xiv. 
lodestone see loadstone. 

lodge small house, tent, arbour xiii; small lodg 
ing, cottage, etc. xv. ME. log(g)e - (Q)F. loge 
arbour, summer-house, hut = It. loggia, etc. 
medL. lobia lobby, of Gmc. orig. So vb. xiii. 

loess (geol.) deposit of loam. xix. - G. loss, f. 
Swiss G. losch ‘loose’. 

loft fair, sky OE.; upper chamber, attic xiii; gal¬ 
lery, etc. xvi. Late OE. loft - ON. lopt air, upper 
room, balcony, rel. to lift. Hence lofty xvi. 

log' bulky mass of wood xiv; (naut.) apparatus 
for calculating a ship’s speed consisting of a thin 
wooden float attached to a line xvi. prob. earlier; 
cf. AL. loggiare cut into logs xiii; of unkn. orig. 

log2 abbr. of logarithm, xvii. 

loganberry xix. Named after J. H. Logan, of 
U.S.A., by whom it was first grown in 1881. 

logaoedic (pros.) composed of dactyls com 
bined with trochees or of anapaests with iambs, 
xix. - late L. logaaedicus - Gr. logaoidikos, f. lo¬ 
gos speech +- aoidt song. 

logarithm xvii. - modL. iogarithmus, f. Gr. lo¬ 
gos ratio + arithmos number (cf logos, 

ARITHMETIC). 
logger-head fblockhead xvi; large head xvi 
(applied to large-headed animals xvii); in¬ 
strument with a long handle and bulbous head; 

at loggerheads quarrelling xvii. prob. f. logger 
hobble for horses (f. log) + head. 

loggia open gallery or arcade, xvii. - It.; see 
LODGE 

logic science that treats of forms of thinking 
xiv; logical argumentation xvii. - (O)F. logique - 
late L. logica - Gr. logik$, for he logikt tekhne 
the art of reasoning; logikS, fern, of logikos, f. 

logos reasoning, discourse (see logos). So logi¬ 
cal xvi. - medL. logician xiv. - (O)F. 

logistics art of moving and quartering troops, 
etc. xix. - F. logistique, f. loger quarter, lodge; 

see -istic, -ics. 
logo- comb, form of Gr. logos mainly in the 
sense of‘word’ (see next). The earliest recorded 
Eng. words are: logogriph kind of enigma in¬ 
volving words (xvi), - F. logogriphe, f. Gr. logos + 
griphos fishing-basket, riddle; logomachy con¬ 
tention about words (xvi), - Gr. logomakhid 
A mod. formation is logotype type of several 
letters cast in one piece (xix). 

logos ‘the Word’ of John 1: 1. xvi. - Gr. logos 
account, ratio, reason, argument, discourse, 
saying, (rarely) word, rel. to legein gather, 
choose, recount, say. 

-logue, U S. -log, repr. Gr. -logos, -logon speak 
ing or treating of, chiefly through F., as ana¬ 
logue, catalogue, dialogue. Now rare or 
obsolescent in designations of persons (except 
ideologue, Sinologue), derivs. in -loger, -logist, 
-logian being gen. preferred; cf. + astrologue, 
fphilologue, ftheologue and astrologer, phil¬ 
ologist, theologian. The living formative is 
-logist (f. -logy -t- -1st, sometimes after F., e.g. 
etymologist); -loger survives in astrologer, 

-logian in theologian, which are the earliest 
formations of their kind. 

-logy repr. F. -logic, medL. -logia, Gr. -logia, 
which is partly f. logos discourse, speech, partly 
f. log-, var. of leg-, legein speak; hence derivs. 
in -logia mean either (1) saying or speaking in 
such and-such a way, as eulogy, tautology, or 
(2) the science or study with which a person 
(designated by -logos -logist, -loger, etc.) is con¬ 
cerned, or that deals with a certain subject. Of 
the latter class, the first el. is a sb. and in com¬ 
bination ends in o, so that the regular form of 
such words is in -ology, an exception is min¬ 

eralogy. Mod. formations in -logy imply correl. 
formations in -logical, formerly also, now 
rarely, -logic (F. -logique, L. -logicus, Gr. -logi- 
kos), and -logist (see prec.). 

loin part of the body between short ribs and 
hip-bone. xiv. - OF. loigne, eastern var. of longe 
(in modF loin of veal)Rom. *lumbia, fern, of 
*lumbeus, f. lumbus loin; rel. to OE. lendenu pi. 
loins, OS. lendin, OHG. pi. lentin (G. lende), ON. 
lend. 

loiter idle, (later) linger indolently, xv. perh. 
introduced by vagrants from the Low Countries 
and - MDu. loteren wag about, Du. leuteren 
shake, totter, dawdle. 

loll droop, dangle (intr. and trans ); lean idly 
xrv; hang out (the tongue) xvii. perh. f. a base 
ult. identical with that of tMl (xvi) hang out the 
tongue; the orig. meaning may have been ‘allow 
to hang loose’. 
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Lollard contemptuous name for certain 
heretics, xiv. - MDu lollaerd lit. mumbler, 
mutterer, f. lollen mumble; see -ard. 

lollipop xvm. perh. f. dial, lolly tongue (cf. 
loll) + POP. 

lollop lounge, walk with lounging gait xvm; bob 
up and down awkwardly xix. of unkn. orig.; cf. 
LOLL. 

Lombard one of the Langobardi who con¬ 
quered Italy in vi and from whom Lombardy 
took its name; native of Lombardy; money¬ 
changer or banker of this nationality xiv 
(whence Lombard Street in London); tbank, 
pawnshop xvn. - MDu., MLG. lombaerd or F. 
lombard - It. lombardo, repr. medL. Lango-, 
Longobardus - Gmc. *Latjgobardaz, -an- (OE. 
pi. Langbeardas, -an), f. *laijga- long'+ ethnic 
name Bardi. 

lone xiv Aphetic of alone. Hence lonely xvi, 

lonesome xvii. 
long' great from end to end. OE. lang, long = 
OS. (Du.), (O)HG. lang, ON. langr, Goth, laggs 
Gmc. *laijgaz. The nature of the relation with 
L. longus, Ir. long long, and Gaulish longo- (in a 
proper name) is disputed. 

long2 fA. grow long OE.; B. (impers.) arouse de¬ 
sire in OE.; have a yearning desire xm. OE. lan- 
gian = OS. langon (MDu. langen seem long, 
desire, extend, offer, Du. langen offer, present), 
OHG. langen impers. (G. langen reach, extend, 
suffice), ON. langa impers. and pers. desire, 
long Gmc. *latjgojan, *-&jan, f. *larjgaz 
long'. 

-long suffix forming advs.; first appears in end¬ 
long (xm), in which it is orig. the adj. long, but 

in analogical formations like headlong, side¬ 
long, it has, by assoc, with -ling2, assumed its 

meaning. 

longanimity long-suffering, xv. - late L. 
longanimitds, f. longanimis (f. longus long, ani¬ 
mus mind); see -ity. 

longevity xvii. - late L. longaevitas, f. longaevus, 
f. longus long + aevum age; see -ity. 

longitude length (spec east or west in geog. 

and astron.; see latitude), xiv. - L. longitudo, f. 
longus long'; see -tude. 

long-shore frequenting the shore, xix. Aphetic 
of alongshore (xvm), i.e. along, shore'. Hence 
longshoreman xix. 

loo round card game. xvii. Shortening of 
lanterloo (xvii) - F. lantur(e)lu, orig. refrain 
of a song popular in xvii. Hence vb. subject to 
a forfeit at loo. xvii. 

looby lazy fellow, lout. xiv. of unkn. orig. 
loofah fibrous substance of a plant used as 
sponge, xix. - Arab. lufa. 

look direct one’s sight OE.; have a certain ap¬ 
pearance xm. OE. locian = OS. lokon, MDu. 
loeken WGmc. *lokojan, parallel to *lo32ejan, 
whence OHG. luogen (G. dial, lugen) see, look, 
spy, no further cogns. are known. Hence sb 
XII. 

loom' tool; bucket, tub xm; weaving machine 
xv (for earlier weblome weaving implement’ 
xiv). ME. lome, aphetic of OE. geloma utensil, 
implement. 

loom2 (orig. naut.) move slowly up and down; 

appear indistinctly xvi. perh. of LG. orig.; cf. 
EFris. lomen move slowly, rel. to MHG. luemen 
be weary, f. liieme slack, soft, 

loon' (chiefly north, and Sc.) rogue, scamp xv; 
man of low birth or condition; fellow, lad xvi. of 
unkn. orig. 

loon2 name of various aquatic birds, xvii. prob. 
alt. of loom guillemot, etc. (xvii) - ON. lomr. 

loony (si.) lunatic xix. f. lunatic, assoc, with 
loon'; see -y'. 

loop A. opening in a wall to look or shoot 
through xiv (hence loop-hole xvi); B. doubling 
upon itself of a string, etc. xiv; curved piece or 
part xvii. In sense A identical with AL. loupa 
(xiv) loop-hole, of unkn. orig. The identity of 
later senses is not certain, 

loose unbound, unattached xiii; not close xiv; 
not careful, inexact xvii. - ON. lauss = OE. leas 
lying, untrue, OS., OHG. Ids, Goth, laus Gmc. 
*lausaz, f. *laus- *leus- *lus-, see loss. Hence 
loose vb. xm. loosen ( en") xiv. 

loosestrife xvi. tr. L. lysimachia (- Gr. lusima- 
kheion), erron. taken to be directly f. Gr. lusi-, 
comb, form of luein loose + mdkhe strife, 
whereas it is f. Lusimakhos, the name of its dis¬ 
coverer, an application of the adj. lusimakhos 
loosing (i.e. ending) strife, 

loot war booty, xix. - Hindi lut. Hence vb. xix. 
lop' cut off branches, etc. of. OE. *loppian, im¬ 
plied in pp. lopped\ cf. Lith. liipti strip, peel. 
Hence lop sb. smaller branches or twigs, xv. 

lop2 hang loosely, xvi. rel. to lob. Hence lop- 
ear(ed) xvii, lop-sided xix (earlier lap- xvm). 

lope (dial.) leap xv; run with long bounding 
strides xvi var. of dial, loup (xiv) - ON. hlaupa 
LEAP. 

loquacious xvii. f. L. loquax, loquac-, f. loqui 
talk, speak; see -ious. So loquacity xvii. - F. 
- L. 

loquat fruit of Eriobotrya japonica. xix. - Chin 
ese luh kwat ‘rush orange’, 

lord master, ruler, thusband OE.; designation 
of rank xiv; peer of the realm xv. OE. hlaford, 
once hldfweard, f. Gmc. *xlaib- loaf + *ward- 
keeper, ward1. The etymol. sense expresses the 
relation of the head of a household to his de¬ 
pendants who ‘eat his bread’. The word is, like 
lady, a peculiarly Eng. formation. It was re¬ 
duced to one syll. (xiv) by the fall of v in loverd 
and contr. of the vowels. Hence vb. xm. lordly 
OE. hlafordlic. lordship OE. hlafordscipe 

lore1 teaching; doctrine; learning. OE. lar 
= OS., OHG. lera (Du. leer, G. lehre) WGmc. 

*laizo, f. *lais- learn. 

lore2 (nat. hist.) strap-like part xix - L lorum 
strap 

lorgnette XIX. - F., f. lorgner squint, f. lorgne 
squinting. So lorgnon xix 

loricate having armour of plates or scales, 

xix. - L. loricatus, f. lorica breastplate, f. lorum 
strap; see -ate2. 

lorimer, -iner (hist.) maker of horses’ bits, 
spurrier, etc. xm. - OF loremier. lorenier, f. 
lorain strap of harness Rom. *ldranum, 
f. L. lorum strap, thong; see -er2. 

lorn flost; (arch.) forlorn, xm. contr. form of 
loren, pp of OE. leosan lose 
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lorry, lurry long waggon without sides, xix. 
of unkn. orig. 

lose pt, pp. lost orig. intr. tperish, pass, be lost 
be brought to destruction; in late Nhb. OE. ap¬ 
pears in trans. senses t(i) destroy, (ii) become 
unable to find, in the latter meaning finally repl. 
fleese (OE. leosan). OE. losian, f. los loss; corr. 
to OS. losian, -on (MLG. losen) become free, ON. 
losa loosen, refl. get loose. 

losel (arch.) profligate, scoundrel, xiv. prob. f. 
los-, stem of lose; see -el'. 

loss xiv. prob. back-formation from lost, pp. of 
lose; cf. the synon. contemp. ilost. Not con 
tinuing OE. los (only in phr. to lose to destruc¬ 
tion). corr. to OHG. (far)lor, ON. los, f. Gmc. *lus- 
*laus- (see loose), *leus- (OE. leosan, whence 
ME. leese lose, and lorn), extension of IE. *lou- 
*leu- *lu- (Gr. luein set free, L. luere, solvere pay, 
solve). 

lot object used in deciding a matter by appeal to 
chance; what falls to a person thus OE.; prize in 
a lottery xvi; plot of land xvn; set of articles 
xviii; party or set xvi; large number xix. OE. 
hlot portion, choice, decision, corr. to MLG. lot, 
(M)Du. lot, ON. hlutr, hlutr, f. Gmc. *xhtt- (also 
in OE. hlyt lot), rel. to *xleut-, in OE. hleotan, 
OS. hliotan, OHG. liozan, ON. hljota cast lots, 
obtain by lot, and to *xlaut-, in OE. hllet (:- 
*Xlautiz). OS. hlot, OHG. (h)loz (G. loos, los), 
Goth, hlauts lot. The Gmc. word appears in F. 
lot, It. lotto. 

lotion liquid preparation for external use xrv; 

fwashing xvi. - (O)F. lotion or L. lotio, -on- 
washing, f. lot-, laut-, pp. stem of lavare 
lave; see -tion. 

lottery xvi. prob - Du. loterij, see lot, ery. 

lotto xviii. - It. lotto or its deriv. F. loto\ see lot. 

lotus plant yielding a soporific fruit; water-lily 
of Asia, etc. xvi. - L. lotus - Gr. lotos, of unkn. 
orig. 

loud OE. hliid = OS. hlud (Du. luid), OHG. hlut 
(G. laut)WGmc. *xludaz IE. *klutos, pp. of 
*kleu- *klu- hear, whence also Gr. kliiein hear, 
klutos famous, L. cluere be famed, W. clywed 
hear, OIr. rochluiniur I hear, OS1. slava glory, 
slovo word, Skr. iru hear, Srbva- glory, 

lough in Ireland = Sc. loch. xiv. ME. lowe, 
lo3e, lou(g)h, repr. OE. (Nhb.) luh pool, strait, 
gulf - Ir. loch. 

louis French gold coin. xvn. In full louis d'or (of 
gold); application of the name of many French 
kings Ludovicus, latinization of G. Ludwig. 

lounge move lazily xvi; recline lazily xvii. of 
unkn. orig. Hence sb. xviii. 

lour, lower2 look sullen xiii; be dark and 
threatening xv. of unkn. orig. 

louse, pi. lice OE. lus, pi. lys = MLG.. MDu., 
OHG. lus (Du. luis, G. laus), ON. lus, cf. W 
lleuen, pi. llau. Hence lousy xiv. 

lout awkward ill-mannered fellow, xvi. perh. f. 
tlout vb bend or bow low (OE. lutan = ON. 
luta). 

louver dome on a roof xiv; series of sloping 
boards to admit air and exclude rain xvi. - OF 
lover, ier skylight, of unkn. orig. 

lovage xiv. ME. lov(e)ache, alt., as if love-ache 
‘love parsley’ (ME. - (O)F. ache parsley), of OF 

levesche, luv- (mod. liveche)late L. levisticum, 
for earlier ligusticum, n. of ligusticus Ligurian, 

love sb. OE. lufu - OHG. luba (cf. Goth. 
brobrulubo brotherly love), f. wk. grade of 
WGmc. *leub- *laub- *lub-, repr. also by OS. lu- 
big loving, OHG. gilob precious, and OE., OS., 
ON. lof OHG. lob praise; cf. lief, leave', 

believe. Outside Gmc. the base appears in L. 
lubet it is pleasing, lubldb (see libidinous), OS1. 
ljubu dear, ljubiti love, Skr. lubhyati desires. So 
love vb. OE. lufian. The sense of ‘no score’ in 
games (xviii) derives from the phr. for love with¬ 
out stakes, for nothing (xvn). comps, lovelock 

xvi. lovely tloving, amorous; flovable OE.; at¬ 
tractive on account of beauty xiii. OE. luflic. lo- 

vesome (arch.) lovable, lovely. OE. lufsum. 
low' not high or tall. xu. ME. lah, inflected 
/aje - ON. Idgr = MDu. lage (Du. laag), MHG. 
Ixge (G. dial, lag) flat Gmc. *lx3jaz, f. 
*lxs-, see lie*. Hence adv. xiii. ME. lahe, la3e. 
lowland less hilly region of a country (spec. 
Scotland), xvi. lowly adj. xrv. see -ly\ 

low2 utter characteristic sound of cattle. OE. 
hlowan = OLF. luogin, luon (Du loeien), OHG. 
(h)luoen, ON. hloa roar, f. Gmc. *xlo-IE. *kld-, 
as in L. clamare shout. 

lower1 more low, inferior, xu. ME. lahre, 
compar. of low1 (see -er*). Hence vb. xvii. So 
superl. lowest xii. 

lower2 see lour. 
loxodromic pert, to oblique sailing or sailing 
by the rhumb, xvii. - F. loxodromique, f. Gr. 
loxos oblique -edromos course; see -ic. 

loyal xvi. - F. loyal, OF. loial, leial - L. legalis 
legal. So loyalty xiv. - OF. loialte (mod. 
loyaute)-, see -ty2. 

lozenge rhomb, diamond xrv; medicated tablet, 
orig. diamond-shaped xvi. - OF. losenge (mod. 
losange), of uncert. orig. 

£. s. d. xix. abbr. of L. librx pounds, solidl 
shillings, denarii pence. 

lubber clumsy fellow, lout xiv; clumsy seaman 
(cf. land lubber) xvi. ME. lobre, lobur, poss. - 
OF. lobeor swindler, parasite, f. lober deceive, 
sponge upon, mock. 

lubricate make slippery or smooth xvii; treat 
with oil xviii. f. pp. stem of L. lubricare, f. 

lubricus slippery; see -ate3. So lubricity 

wantonness xiv; slipperiness xvii. - F. - late L. 
luce pike. xiv. - OF. lu(i)s late L. lucius. 
lucerne plant resembling clover, xvii. - F. lu- 
zerne - modPr. luzerno, transf. use of luzerno 
glow-worm, with ref. to the shiny seeds, 

lucid shining xvi; unclouded, clear xvii. - F. 
lucide or It. lucido - L. lucidus, f. lucere shine; 
see LIGHT1, -ID1. 

Lucifer morning star; Satan. OE. - L. lucifer, f. 
lux, luc- light1 + -fer bearing. As the name of a 
friction match Lucifer succeeded to Promethean 
(both xix). 

luck xv. prob. orig. as a gambling term - LG. 
luk, aphetic of geluk, in MDu. ghelucke (Du ge- 
luk)= MHG geliicke (G. gluck good fortune, 
happiness), f. ge- y- + a base of unkn. orig. Hence 
lucky xv 

lucre gain, profit (now rare except in filthy 
lucre), xiv. - F lucre or L. lucrum gain, rel. to 
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Gr. apolauein enjoy, Goth, laun, OS., OHG. Ion 
(Du. loon, G. lohn), OE. lean wages, reward, 

lucubration (nocturnal) study or its product, 
xvi. - L. lucubratio, -on-, f. lucubrare work by 
lamplight, f. lux, luc- light1; see -ation 

ludicrous tsportive, jocular; tfrivolous, witty 
xvii; ridiculous xvm. f. L. ludicrus, f. ludicrum 
stage play, f. ludere play; see -ous. 

lues plague, xvii. - L. 
luff tcontrivance for altering a ship’s course xm 
(often in phr. wend or turn the luff)-, fweather 
side of a ship xiv; side of a sail next to the mast 
xvi; broadest part of a ship's bow xvii. - OF. 
to/, prob. of LG. or Du. orig. Hence luff vb. bring 
hearer to the wind, xiv (love), perh. immed. - 
Du. loeven. 

lug1 pull, drag along, xrv. prob. of Scand. orig. 
(cf. Sw. lugga pull a person’s hair, lugg forelock, 
nap of cloth); perh. rel. to Sc. and north, lug (i) 
flap, lappet xv, (i) ear xvi, prob. orig. ‘something 
that can be pulled or laid hold of. 

lug2 large marine worm. xvii. of unkn. orig. 
luggage xvi. f. lug1 f -age, after baggage. 
lugger vessel with four-cornered sails fore and 
aft. xvm. f. lugsail (xvii) four-cornered sail 
hanging obliquely, prob. f. lug flap, lappet; see 
LUG1. 

lugubrious doleful, mournful, xvii. f. L 
lugubris, f. lugere mourn; see -ious. 

lukewarm xiv. f. ME. luke (xm), app. rel. to 
lew (cf. lew-warm xv), OE. *hleow (in gehleow 
warm, unhleow cold, hleowe warmly) = ON. 
hlyr warm, mild, rel obscurely to OHG. Ido (G. 
lau). See warm. 

lull soothe to sleep or quiescence, xiv. imit. of 
the repetition of lu lu or similar sounds (cf. lully, 
lulla, lullay xv) to sing a child to sleep. Hence 
lullaby xvi; cf bye-bye1, hushaby. 

lumbago xvii. - L. lumbago, f. lumbus loin, 

whence also lumbar (- modL. lumbdris) xvii. 

lumber1 move clumsily or heavily, xiv 

(lomere). perh. of symbolic orig. 
lumber2 useless odds and ends xvi; roughly 
prepared timber xvii. poss. f. lumber1, but later 
assoc, with lumber(house), Lumber Street var. of 
lombard (xvii) pawnshop (considered as a store¬ 
house of odds and ends); see Lombard. 

luminary light-giving (celestial) body; source 
of intellectual, etc., light, xv. - OF. luminarie 
(mod. -aire) or late L. lumindrium, f. lumen, 
lumin- light1; see -ary. So luminous xv. 

lump1 compact shapeless mass. xm. of unkn. 
orig.; cf. Da. lump(e) lump, Norw., Sw. dial, lump 
block, stump, log, Du. lomp, \lompe rag, LG. 
lump coarse, rude. 

lump2 ugly spiny-finned fish xvi. - MLG. lum¬ 
pen, MDu. lumpe, perh. identical with lump'. 

lump3 look sulky xvi; (coupled with like) be dis¬ 
pleased at xix. of symbolic orig. 

lunar xvii. - L. lunaris, f. lima moon, see light', 

ar. In lunar caustic the meaning is of silver', 
luna being used by alchemists for silver. So lu¬ 
nation time from one full moon to the next. 
xiv. -medL. 

lunatic orig. affected with the kind of in¬ 
sanity that was supposed to depend on changes 
of the moon xm; sb. xiv. - (O)F lunatique - L. 

lunaticus, f. luna moon; see prec., -atic. 
Hence lunacy xvi. 

lunch and luncheon appear first towards the 
end of xvi in the sense ‘thick piece, hunch, hunk ’; 
of uncert. orig. (perh. - Sp. lonja slice). The sense 
‘slight repast between morning meals' appears 
xvii, for luncheon, and first in the forms lunch- 
in(g)\ the present use of lunch (xix) is a short¬ 
ening of this, whence lunch vb. 

lunette xvi. - F. lunette, dim. of lune moon; see 
-ETTE 

lungOE. lungen = MLG. lunge, MDu. longe(Du 
long), OHG. lungun (G. lunge), corr. to ON. 
lunga\ f. Gmc. *lui]g- IE. *lnguh-\ see light2. 
The lungs were so named because of their light¬ 
ness; cf. LIGHTS. 

lunge1 sword-thrust, xvm. Aphetic of allonge, 
elonge (xvii), f. vbs. of the same form - F. al- 
longer lengthen (in phr. allonger un coup d’epee 
give a sword-thrust), f. d ad- + long long1 So vb. 
xvm 

lunge2 fthong xvii; long rope used in training 
horses xvm. - F. longe, shortening of allonge (as 
in allonge d'un courroie piece to lengthen a 
leather), f. allonger (see prec.). 

lupin xiv. - L. lupinus, -um, prob rel. to lupus 
WOLF. 

lupus (path.) ulcerous disease of the skin. xvi. - 
L., ‘WOLF’. 

lurch1 vb. beat at a game in a particular manner 
xrv; sb. tgarne resembling backgammon, tfinal 
score in a game, fdiscomfiture, -{-cheat, and in 
phr. thave in the lurch have at a disadvantage, 
leave in the lurch leave in unexpected difficulty 
(perh. partly alt. of leave in the lash, of obscure 
orig.) xvi. The immed. source appears to be F. 
tlourche game resembling backgammon, also in 
phr. demeurer lourche be discomfited (orig. in the 
game), prob. - MHG. lurz wrong, in modG. lurz 
werden fail in a game. 

lurch2 sudden leaning over to one side. xix. 
app. orig. in lee-lurch, perh. alt. of lee-larch 
(xvm), for lee-latch drifting to leeward, f. lee + 
tlatch (xvu) ?leeway, ?lurch. Hence vb. xix. 

lure falconer’s apparatus to recall a hawk; 
tempting thing xiv; angler’s device for allur¬ 
ing fish xvii. - OF. luere (mod leurre) - Gmc. 
*lopr- (cf. MHG. luoder, G. luder bait), prob. 
rel. to *labon invite (OE. ladian, etc ). Hence vb. 
xiv. 

lurid wan and sallow, sickly pale xvii; shining 
with a red glare; yellow-brown xvm; ominous, 
‘ghastly’ xix. - L. luridus, f. luror wan or 
yellowish colour; see -id' . 

lurk lie hid or in ambush, xm. perh f. lur- lour 

+ frequent, suffix -kas in talk. 
luscious sweet and highly pleasant xvi. of un¬ 

cert. orig. 

lush' flaccid, soft xv; succulent and luxuriant. 
xvii. poss. var. (assoc, with prec.) of lash (xv) soft 
and watery (of plants). 

lush2 liquor, drink, xvm. perh joc. application of 
LUSH1. 

lust pleasure, desire; sexual desire OE.; pas 
sionate desire xvii. OE. lust, corr. to (O)HG. lust, 
ON. losti, Goth, lustus, f. Gmc. *lust (cf. list2). 

Hence lust vb xm. lustful OE lusty tjoy 
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ful; fpleasing xm; flustful; powerful, strong 
xrv. 

lustre1 period of five years, xrv. - L. lustrum, 
prop, quinquennial purification, of uncert. orig. 
So more usual lustrum xvi. lustration ex 
piatory sacrifice, etc., purification, xvii. 

lustre2 sheen, gloss; luminosity, brilliance, 
xvi. - F. - It. lustro, f. lustrare L. lustrare light 
up *lucstrare, f. lux, luc- light1. Hence lus¬ 

trous XVII. 

lute1 stringed musical instrument, xiv. - F. tlut 
(mod. luth), prob. - Pr. laut - Arab, al-'ud (see 
al-2). 

lute2 clay or cement to stop holes, etc. xiv. - 
(Q)F. lut or medL. lutum, spec, use of L. lutum 
mud, potter’s clay. 

luteous of deep-yellow colour, xvii. f. L. luteus, 
f. lutum yellow weed; see -eous. 

luxation dislocation, xvi. - F. - late L. luxdtio, 
on-, f. luxare, f. lux us dislocated; see -ation. 

luxury tlasciviousness xiv; use of and in¬ 
dulgence in choice or costly things xvii; means of 
such indulgence xviii. - OF. luxurie, var. of lux- 
ure - L. luxuria, f. luxus abundance, sumptuous 
enjoyment, perh. the noun corr. to luxus (see 
prec.) and meaning orig. ‘excess’. So luxuriant 

prolific xvi; profusely growing, etc. xvii. - prp. of 
L. luxuriate grow rank (whence luxuriate xvii). 

luxurious tlascivious, fexcessive xiv; self- 
indulgent xvii. 

-ly1 suffix appended to sbs. and adjs. to form adjs. 
OE. -lie, ME. -lich, -lik, -li, corr. to OS., OHG. -lik 
(Du. -lijk, G. -lich), ON. -ligr, -legr, Goth, -leiks. 
The Eng. forms in -li, -ly are due to ON. The orig. 
Gmc. adjs. were comps, of *likam appearance, 
form, body (cf. such, which), e.g. *frijdndlika- 
friendly, having the appearance of a friend, 
*3ddalika- goodly, having the appearance or 
form of what is good, of good appearance. The 
most general senses in all Gmc. langs. are ‘hav¬ 
ing the qualities appropriate to’, ‘characteristic 
of’, ‘befitting’; -ly was added to sbs. of alien orig., 
as courtly, princely, scholarly: formations on 
designations of things are infrequent, as earthly, 
heavenly, leisurely; exx. of -ly appended to adjs. 
are kindly, lowly, poorly, sickly. Deadly, likely, 
lively, lovely, only are exceptional in form. A 
further use is to denote periodic occurrence, e g. 
daily, yearly. 

-ly2 suffix forming advs. of manner. OE. -lice, ME. 
-Iiche,-like,-li3e,-li(e) = OS.,OHG.-liko(,Du.-lijk, 
G. -lich), ON. -liga, Goth, -leiko. f. -ly1 with Gmc. 
adv. suffix * 6. The Eng. forms in -li(e), -ly are due 
to ON. In Gmc. an adv. with this suffix no doubt 

orig implied the existence of a corr. adj. in -ly1; 

in OE. some advs. are formed on simple adjs., as 
bealdlice boldly, swetlice sweetly, and this type 
increased greatly in ME. The general sense is 
‘in a manner characteristic of one who or a 
thing that is so-and-so’, hence, ‘in a so-and-so 
fashion’, ‘to a so-and-so degree’. Advs. referring 
to moments or periods of time, such as formerly, 
instantly, lately, quarterly, yearly, were prob. 
based at first on early; firstly, secondly, etc., 
were modelled on F. premierement, L. primo, 
etc.; formations on sbs. such as namely, partly 
are prob. based on L. nominatim, partim, forma¬ 
tions on pps., such as admittedly, allegedly have 
become frequent. 

lycanthropy xvi. - modL lycanthropia - Gr. 
lukanthropia, f. lukanthropos, f. lukos wolf + 

anthropos man; see -y3. 

lyceum the garden in Athens where Aristotle 
taught xvi; place of study or instruction xvm. - 
L. Lyceum - Gr. Liikeion, n. of Lukeios epithet of 
Apollo, to whose temple the Lyceum was 
adjacent. 

lychee see litchi. 

lych-gate see lich-gate. 

lychnis xvii. - L. - Gr. lukhnis some red flower, 
f. lukhnos lamp. 

lycopodium xvm. modL - Gr. lukos wolf + 

pous, pod- foot; so named from the claw-like 
shape of the root. 

lyddite kind of high explosive, xix. f. Lydd, 
name of the town in Kent where it was first 
tested; see -ite. 

lye alkalized water or alkaline solution used for 
washing. OE. /<?ag = MDu. loghe (Du. loog), 
OHG. louga (G. lauge) lye, ON. laug hot bath 
Gmc. *lau3d, f. *lau-IE. *lou- wash, lave. 

lymph (rhet.) water; fsap xvii; colourless al¬ 
kaline fluid in the body xvm. - F. lymphe or L. 
lympha, of uncert. orig. So lymphatic A. tfren- 
zied; B. pert, to lymph, xvii. - L. lymphdticus 
mad. 

lynch law earlier tLynch's law (xvm) infliction 
of punishment by a self-constituted court, xix. 
prob. named after Captain William Lynch of Vir¬ 
ginia, who first set up this self-created judicial 
tribunal. Hence lynch vb. xix. 

lynx feline animal credited with very keen 
sight, xiv. - L. - Gr. lugx, rel. to OE. lox, OHG. 
luhs (G. luchs), Lith. lusis, Mir. lug: prob. f. IE. 
*leuk-, as in Gr. leussein see (see light1). 

lyre xm. - OF. lire (mod. lyre) - L. lyra - Gr. 
lura. So lyric xvi. - F. lyrique or L. lyricus - Gr. 
lurikos. lyrical xvi. 



M 
ma see mamma1. 

ma’am xvn. contr. of madam Also repr. by 
marm in the joc. (orig U S.) school-marm 
schoolmistress xix. 

macabre in Dance Macabre, the Dance of Death 
xv (daunce of machabree): (from modF.) grue 
some xix. The form now usual repr. F. macabre 
(xix), error for OF. macabre, perh. alt. of OF. 
Macabe Maccabee; the orig ref. may have been 
to a miracle play containing the slaughter of the 
Maccabees. 

macadam applied to a kind of roadway (or the 
material used for it) invented by John Loudon 
McAdam (1756-1836) Hence macadamize, etc. 
xrx 

macaroni pasta in tubes xvi; exquisite, fop 
xvm. - It. maccaroni, later maccheroni, pi. of 
macca-, maccherone. The si. application to 
dandies perh orig. indicated a preference for 
foreign food 

macaronic applied to burlesque verse in 
which vernacular words are mingled with 
Latin in a latinized form. xvn. - modL macaro- 
nicus - It tmacaronico (maccheronico), joc. f. 
macaroni (see prec ). The form was popularized 
by Teofilo Folengo (xvi), who described his 
verses as a literary analogue of macaroni 
(‘a gross, rude, and rustic mixture of flour, 
cheese, and butter’). 

macaroon xvn. - F. macaron - It. maccarone 
MACARONI. 

macassar name of an unguent for the hair 
made in early xix by Rowland & Son and 
represented to contain ingredients from 
Macassar, district in Celebes, xix 

macaw bird of the parrot kind, xvn - Pg. 
macao, of urikn. orig. 

mace1 heavy club xm; sceptre, staff of office 
xv; old form of billiard cue xvm. - (O)F 
masse Rom. *mattea club So macer mace 
bearer; (Sc.) official in a court of law xiv - OF 
mossier. 

mace2 outer covering of the nutmeg, xrv (macis). - 
AL. or (O)F. macis - L. macir red spicy bark from 
India; the form macis being apprehended as a pi., a 
new sg. mace was formed from it. 

macedoine medley of fruits in syrup or jelly, 
xix. - F. macedoine, presumably a sb use of OF 
adj. - L macedonicus Macedonian 

macerate soften by steeping; cause to waste 
away. xvi. f. pp stem of L. macerare steep, 
soften, weaken; see -ate*. So maceration xv. - 
F. or L. 

machete see matchet 
machicolation (archit.) opening between cor¬ 
bels supporting a parapet, through which mis 
siles were dropped on assailants xvm. f. 
machicolate (xvm), f. OF machicoler, AL. ma- 
chicollare, of uncert. orig.; see -ation. 

machination plotting, plot. xv. - (O)F. 

machination or L machinatio, on-, f. mdchi- 
ndricontrive, f. machina machine; see ation. 

machine tstructure, fabric xvi; military 
engine; wheeled vehicle, apparatus for apply¬ 
ing mechanical power, etc. xvn. - (O)F. - L. 
machina device, contrivance, engine - Gr. 
makhand (Doric), mekhant, f. mekhos contri¬ 
vance, rel. toGmc. *majan have power; see may' 

Hence machinery xvn. 
-machy always with connective -o-. repr. Gr 
-makhia fighting, in sbs. derived from adjs. in 
makhos that fights, rel. to makhe battle; e g 
logomachy (see logo ). 

mackerel xm. - AN makerel, OF. maquerel 
(mod. maqtiereau), medL. macarellus, of unkn 
orig. See rel. 

mac(k)intosh applied to a kind of waterproof 
material invented by Charles Macintosh (1766 
1843) xix. 

made twin crystal; dark spot in a mineral, 
xix - F. - L. macula spot, mesh (cf. mail'). A 
var. macule of the F. word is repr. by mackle 

blur in printing, blurred sheet xvm, with a corr 
vb xvi - F. maculer 

macro- comb form of Gr. makros long, large, 
rel. to L. macer thin, meagre The chief and old¬ 
est comp is macrocosm the universe (xvi) - 
medL. macrocosmus, repr Gr. *makros kosmos 
‘great world’ (see cosmic). 

macron horizontal mark " placed over a vowel 
sign to denote length, xix. - Gr. makron, n. of 
makros macro-. 

maculate spotted, xv - L. maculatus, pp of 
maculare, f. macula spot (cf. mail’); see -ate2 
Now only in contrast with immaculate. 

mad out of one’s mind, foolish, (now) insanely 
foolish; wildly excited, furious, xm (mad, med). 
Aphetic of ME. iamad, repr. OE gem£d(<f), 
gem&ded. pp of *gemsedan render insane, f 
gemad insane = OS. gimed foolish, OHG 
gameit, kimeit foolish, vain, boastful, Goth ga- 
maips crippled Gmc. *jamaidaz, f. *30 y- + 

*maida- IE. *moito-, pp. formation on *moi- 
*mei- change (cf. L. mutdre)\ cf. Goth maidjan 
adulterate, inmaideins exchange Hence mad¬ 

den xvm (-en5); superseded mad vb (xiv) in 

gen. use. 
madam polite title of address to a woman xm; 
tlady of rank, fine lady xvi; kept mistress xvm; 
hussy xix - OF. ma dame (mod. madame), i.e. 
ma my, dame lady; see dame. The form ma¬ 

dame (xvn) is now mainly confined to use with 
the surname of a French married woman. See 
also ma’am. 

madder herbaceous climbing plant cultivated 
for a dye-stuff; formerly in wider use. OE 
maedere, corr. to OHG matara, ON. madra, rel. 
to MLG., MDu. mede, of uncert. orig. 

madeira white wine of Madeira, island off 
N.W. Africa, xvi. 
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mademoiselle title applied to an unmarried 
Frenchwoman, miss. xvn. - F.; ma my, de¬ 
moiselle young woman (see damsel). 

madonna fmy lady, madam xvi; the Virgin 
Mary, picture or statue of her xvii. - It 
madonna, i.e. ma, old unstr. form of mia my (:- 
L. mea), donna lady (:- L. domina). 

madrepore perforate coral, xvm. - F. mad¬ 
repore or modL. madrepora, - It. madrepora, 
app. taken by Ferrante Imperato (xvi) to be f. 
madre mother + poro, L. porus pore, but the se¬ 
cond el. may be L. porus - Gr. poros calcareous 
stone, stalactite. 

madrigal amatory lyrical poem, esp. to be 
set to music; kind of part song, xvi. - It. mad- 
rigale (whence F., Sp. madrigal), of uncert. 
orig. 

maelstrom whirlpool in the Arctic Ocean off 
Norway; also gen. xvn. - early modDu. mael¬ 
strom (now maalstroom), f. maalen grind, whirl 
round + stroom stream. 

Maenad Bacchante, xvi. - L. Maenas, -ad- - Gr. 
Mainas, -ad-, f. mainesthai rave, 

maffick back-formation from mafficking, orig. 
applied to the uproarious rejoicings in London, 
etc., on the relief of the siege of Mafeking (1900) 
in the Boer War, the place-name being treated 
as a gerund or prp. in -ing. 

mafia violent hostility to law and order; 
body of people manifesting this. xix. - Sicilian 
It. 

magazine storehouse, spec, for arms; stores, 
munitions xvi; fstorehouse of information xvn; 
periodical publication xvm. - F. magasin - It. 
magazzino - Arab, makdzin, pi. of makzan 
store house, f. kazana store up. 

magdalen reformed prostitute xvn; home for 
the reformation of prostitutes xvm. From the 
Magdalen (xiv), after (O)F. la Madeleine - ecclL. 
{Maria) Magdalena, -lene - Gr. {Maria) Mag¬ 
dalene (Mary) of Magdala in Palestine, identi¬ 
fied with the ‘sinner’ of Luke 7. 37. 

mage see magus. 

magenta brilliant crimson aniline dye dis¬ 
covered soon after the battle (1859) at Magenta 
in N. Italy, xix. 

maggot worm, grub xrv; whimsy, crotchet xvn. 
perh. AN alt. of ME. maddo{c)k, earlier madek - 
ON. madkr, f. the base of OE. maQa, -u = OS. 
matho, OHG. mado (Du., G. made), Goth. 
mapa Gmc. *mapan-, -6, of unkn. orig. 

magic sb. xrv. - OF. magique (superseded by 
magie) - late L. magica - Gr. magikt, f. magikos 
adj., f. magos magus. So magic adj xrv, magi¬ 

cal xvi, magician xiv. 
magi’!p see megilp. 

magisterial pert, to a master or magistrate, 
xvn. - medL. magisterial is, f. late L. magisterius, 
f. L. magister master; see ial. 

magistral fauthoritative; devised by a physi¬ 
cian for a particular case, fsovereign xvi; 
(fortif.) principal xix. - F. magistral or L. 
magistralis, see master, -al. 

magistrate officer concerned with the ad 
ministration of laws xiv; justice of the peace 
xvn. - L. magistratus magistracy, magistrate, f. 
magistr master; see ate' Hence magistracy 

xvi. So magistrature office of a magistrate, 
xvn. - F. 

magma fdregs of a semi-liquid substance 
xv; thin pasty mixture of substances xvii; 

(geol.) stratum of fluid matter xix. - L. - Gr. 
magma thick unguent, f. base *mag- of massein 
knead. 

magnanimous xvi. f. L. magnanimus, f. mag- 
nus great-t-animus mind. See magnitude, ani¬ 
mal, -ous. So magnanimity xiv. - (O)F. - L. 

magnate xv (magnates, prob. the L. pi., and so 
until xvm or xix). - late L. pi. magnates (sg. 
magnas, -at ), f. magnus great; see magnitude. 

magnesia A. f(alch.) mineral ingredient of the 
philosopher’s stone xiv; B. f(spec. black m.) 
manganese xvii; C. (spec, fwhite m.) hydrated 
magnesium carbonate, used medicinally; 
(chem.) magnesium oxide xvm. - medL. mag¬ 
nesia - Gr. {he) Magnesia {lithos) ‘the Magnesian 
stone’, (1) loadstone, (2) stone with silvery 
sheen; the development of senses B and C is 
obscure. Hence magnesium xix. 

magnet fmagnetic oxide of iron xv; tpiece of 
loadstone; piece of iron or steel having the same 
attractive properties xvn. - L. magneto (whence 
OF. magnete, perh. in part the source), acc. of 
magnes - Gr. magnes, for ho Magnes lithos the 
Magnesian stone. So magnetic xvii, -etical 

xvi. - late L. magneticus. magnetism xvn. - 
modL. Hence magnetize xvm, magneto- (see 
-o ) xix. 

magni- comb, form of L. magnus great (see 
magnitude), as in magniloquent grandilo¬ 
quent xvii, f. L. magniloquus {loqul speak); see 
-ENT. 

magnific frenowned; fsumptuous xv; (arch.) 
grand xvi; also magnificat xvi. - F. magnifique 
or L. magnificus-, see prec., -fic. So magnificent 
great in achievement; froyally munificent; 
grand, splendid, xvi. - F. magnificent or L. 
magnificent-, alt. stem of magnificus. mag¬ 
nificence xiv. - F. or L. magnifico Venetian 
magnate xvi. - It., sb. use of adj. - L. magnificus. 
magnify A. (arch.) act for the honour of; B. 
(arch.) augment xiv; C. increase the apparent 
size of xvii. - (O)F. or L. 

magnificat the canticle beginning ‘Magnificat 
anima mea Dominum' My soul doth magnify the 
Lord (Luke 1: 46); 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of L. 
magnificare magnify. 

magnitude greatness xiv; (relative) size xvi. - 
L. magnitudo, f. magnus great, large, rel. to Gr. 
megas (cf. mega ), Skr. mahdnt- great, Gmc. 
*mikil- much; see -tude. 

magnolia xvm. modL., f. name of Pierre 
Magnol (1638 1715) professor of botany at Mont¬ 
pellier, see -ia'. 

magnum bottle containing two quarts, xvm. - 
n. sg. of L. magnus large (see magnitude). 

magpie xvii. f. Mag. pet-form of Margaret 
+ PIE1. 

magus (in pi. magi) the ‘wise men’ who came 
‘from the East’ to worship the child Jesus (Matt. 
2: 1) xrv; member of an ancient Persian priestly 
caste xvi. - L. - Gr. magos - OPers. magus. Also 
anglicized mage wise man, magician, xiv. 
Hence magian xvi. 
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maharajah title of some Indian princes, xvn 
(mau raja). - Hind, maharaja, f. maha. great 
rrdjd rajah So mah&ranee xix. - Hind 
maharani (rani queen). 

mahatma in Buddhism, one possessing pre¬ 
ternatural powers, xix. - Skr. mahatman-, f. 
maha- great + atman- soul, 

mahdi spiritual and temporal leader expected 
by Muslims, xvm. - Arab, mahdiy ‘he who 
is guided right’, pp. of hada lead in the right 
way. 

mah jong xx. - Chinese, ‘house sparrow’, 
mahlstick see maulstick. 

mahogany xvii (mohogoney). of unkn. orig. 
Mahomet xrv. ME. Madh)amete, Mako- - (O)F. 
Mahomet. fMach-, medL. Ma(c)hometus - Arab. 
Muhammad (‘highly praised’, f. hamida praise), 
now repr. by Mohammed, Muhammad foun 
der of the religion of Islam. So Mahometan 
xvi. - medL. Mahometdnus, etc. M abound, 
later form (xvi) of fMah(o)un (xm). - OF. 
Mahun, -um, shortening of Mahomet. 

mahout elephant-driver xvii. - Hindi mahdut, 
mahdwat Skr mahdmdtra high official, lit. 
‘great in measure'. 

maid xn. Shortening of maiden; in sense 
‘female servant’ xiv. For loss of n cf. clue, eve, 
game. 

maiden girl, young woman; virgin; female ser¬ 
vant. OE. maegden = OHG. magatin Gmc 
*majadinam, dim. (see -en1), f. *magapiz maid, 
virgin, which is repr. by OE. maeg(e)d, OS. 
magath, OHG. magad (G. magd), Goth, magaps, 
and is rel. to Gmc. *mazuz (OE., OS. magu, ON. 
mQgr, Goth, magus son, young man), f. IE 
*magh , whence OIr. mug slave, Av. magu 
young man. 

maieutic pert, to the Socratic method of bring¬ 
ing out latent conceptions, xvii. - Gr. maieutikos 
obstetric (used fig. of Socratic methods), f. 
maieuesthai act as midwife, f. mala midwife; 
see -ic. 

maigre involving abstinence from flesh meat. 
xvii. - F.; see meagre 

mail1 ring or plate of armour; armour com¬ 
posed of rings xiv; breast feathers of a hawk 
xv. - (O)F. maille mesh L macula spot, mesh 

mail* (now Sc.) payment, tax, tribute, north, 
repr of late OE. mdl - ON. mal speech, agree 
ment =OE. mil speech; in sense the Eng. word 
corr. rather to ON. mail stipulation, stipulated 
pay. 

mail* (now Sc and U S.) pack, bag xm; bag of 
letters for conveyance by post; person or vehicle 
conveying this xvii. ME. male - OF. male (mod 
malle bag, trunk), of Gmc orig. Hence vb. (orig. 
U S ), send by post. xix. 

maim xm. - OF. mahaigmer, mayner Rom. 
*mahagnare, of unkn. orig 

main1 physical strength (surviving only in with 
might and m). OE maegen = OS. megin, OHG 
magan, megin, ON magn, meg(i)n, f. Gmc. base 
*maj- have power; see may1 . 

main’ (dial.) of great size xm; strong, mighty 
(surviving only in sense ‘sheer’ in phr. by m. 
force), (dial.) great in number or degree xiv; 
chief in size, extent, or order xv. Partly repr. 

OE. maegen main1 in comps., as maegenfolc 
great company of people, maegenstrengo great 
strength; partly - rel. ON. megenn, megn strong, 
powerful, or megin (in combination). There are 
many special collocations: e.g. m. chance xvi, 
mainland xiv, tm. sea xvi, m. drain xvm; from 
these, by ellipsis, arose sb. uses of main: e g. (1) 
prob. from the m. chance, a throw in the game 
of hazard, the most important part, etc. (now 
chiefly in phr. in the m.) xvi; (2) from the m sea, 
the high sea xvi; (3) from m. drain, chief sewer 
xvm. Hence mainly fvigorously xm; fgreatly 
xrv, for the most part xvii. 

maintain support the person or cause of 
xm; tpractise habitually; carry on, continue; 
support, provide for xiv. ME. mainte(i)ne, 
repr. tonic stem of (O)F. maintenir (AN. main- 
tener) Rom. *manutenere, f. L. manu, abl. of 
manus hand rtenere hold. So maintenance 
tdemeanour; support of a party or cause; pro¬ 
vision of livelihood, xiv. - OF. 

maioiica var. of majolica. 

maison(n)ette small house xix; part of a 
house let separately xx. - F., dim. of maison, see 
MANSION, ETTE. 

maize xvi (mais, mahiz, mayis, etc ). - F. mats, 
\mahiz, or its source Sp. maiz, tmahiz, -is, 
fmayz, of Carib orig 

majesty sovereign power (first of the glory of 
God) xm; kingly dignity xvi. - (O)F. majeste 
L. mdjestds, -tat-, rel. to major, see major, -ty 

Hence majestic xvii, -ical xvi 
majolica fine kind of Italian pottery, xvi. - It., f. 
name of the island Majorca, formerly tMajolica, 
where the best ware of this kind was said to be 
made 

major1 officer below the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel. xvii - F. (short for sergent-major 
sergeant-major, orig a much higher rank than 
now) - L. major, see next. Also in m -general 
(xvii), earlier sergeant-m.-general (xvii). - F 
major-general, where major is sb. and general 
adj. So major-domo chief official of a house¬ 
hold xvi Earliest forrrjs maior-, mayordome - 
(partly through F majordome) Sp. mayordomo. 
It. maggiordomo - medL major domus (domus, 
g. of domus house) highest official of the royal 
household under the Merovingians 

major2 greater, xvi. - L. major (:- *magjos) 
compar. of magnus great (see magnitude). So 

majority fsuperionty, state of being of full age 
xvi; greater number or part xvii - F. majorite - 
medL. mdjdritas. 

majuscule fcapital (letter); (palaeogr ) large 
(also sb.). xix. - F. - L. majusculus somewhat 
larger, dim. of major major2 

make pt., pp. made bring into existence, subject 
to an operation, cause to be, cause (some¬ 
thing to happen). OE. macian (not freq.) = 
OS. makon (Du maken), OHG. mahhon (G 
machen) WGmc. *makbjan, f. *mak- match1, 

plausibly referred to IE. *mag- repr. by Gr 
mdssein knead, OS1. mazati anoint, grease. The 
sense-history is uncert Hence sb. manner, style, 
form. xiv. maker manufacturer, creator xm; 
(arch.) poet (ult. tr Gr. poet&s) xiv. 

mal- formerly often tmale- (one syll ), repr. F 
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mal-, L. male badly, ill (cf. male ), first in words 
adopted from F., later generalized, as in mal¬ 
content xvi, malodorous xix, malpractice xvn. 

malachite xvi (melo-). - OF. melochite (now 
malachite) - L. molochites - Gr molokhitis, f. 
molokhe, var. of maldkhe mallow; see -ite. 

malaco- comb, form of Gr. malakos soft, as 
in malacology (- F. malocologie) science of 
molluscs. 

malady xm. - (0)F. maladie, f. malade sick, 
illRom. *male habitus ‘in bad condition’, i.e. 
L. male badly + habitus, pp. of habere have, hold; 
see HABIT, -Ys. 

Malaga white wine exported from Malaga, a 
seaport in the south of Spain, xvn (Mallego, 
Maligo). 

Malagasy pert, to (a native of) Madagascar; 
sb. its language, xix. f. Malegass, -gash, varr. 
of Madegass, <ass, after or parallel with F. 
malgache, madecasse, adj. f. the name of the 
island. 

malaise bodily discomfort, xviii. - (O)F. ma¬ 
laise, f. OF. mal bad (L. malus) + aise ease. 

malanders var. of mallenders. 

malapert (arch.) impudent, xv. - OF., f. mal- 
(indicating the opposite) + apert, var. of espert 
expert, but apprehended as if f. mal- im 
properly + apert bold, pert. 

malapropism xix. f. name of Mrs. Malaprop, 
character in Sheridan’s ‘The Rivals’ (1775), re 
markable for her misuse of words, f. malapropos 
inopportune(ly) (xvii) - F. mal a propos not to 
the purpose; see mal-, apropos, -ism. Malaprop 
was formerly so used, and as adj. 

malaria fever formerly supposed to be caused 
by exhalations from marshy places, xviii. - It. 
malaria for mala aria ‘bad air’; cf. mal-. 

male xiv. - OF. male, earlier masle (mod. 
male)L. masculus (cf. masculine). 

male-, repr. L. male-, comb, form of adv. male 
(see mal ) in malediction xv. - L. maledictio, 
-on-; see diction, malefactor xv. - (partly 
through OF. malfaicteur) L. malefactor ifacere 
do1) malefic productive of evil xvii. - L. 
malefic us. maleficent xvii. malevolent xvi. - 

OF. malivolent or L. malevolens, -ent- (volens, 
prp. of velle will), malevolence xv. - OF. 
or L. 

malfeasance (leg.) official misconduct, xvii. 
- AN. malfaisance, f. mal- + OF. faisance act, 
action (f.faire do); cf. misfeasance. 

malice xiii. - (O)F. - L. malitia, f. malus bad; see 
mal-. So malicious xiii. - OF. malicius (mod. 
-ieux) - L. malitiosus. 

malign evil in nature and effects xiv, (arch.) 
malevolent xv. - OF. maligne, fern, of malin, or 
its source L. malignus, f. malus evil; cf. benign. 
So vb. fspeak evil, plot xv; fdislike, envy xvi; 
speak ill of xvii. - OF. malignier or late L. 
malignare contrive maliciously, malignity 
xrv. - OF. or L. malignant fclisposed to rebel; 
of evil effect or disposition, xvi. - prp. of L. 
malignare. 

malinger feign illness xix. Back-formation 
from malingerer (xviii), app. f. (O)F. malingre, 
perh. f. mal- + haingre weak, thin, prob. of Gmc. 
orig. (cf. MHG. hager thin, lean). 

malison (arch.) curse, xm. - OF. mal(e)ison - 
L. maledictio, on- malediction. 

mall see pall mall. 

mallard wild drake or duck. xiv. - OF. mallart, 
(now) malart, prob. for *maslart, f. masle male; 

see -ARD. 
malleable that may be hammered without 
breaking, xiv. - OF. - medL. malleabilis, f. 
L. malleare hammer, f. malleus, see maul, 

-able. 

mallenders pi. scabby eruption in horses, xv 
(fsg.; pi. from xvii). - (O)F. malandre L. 
malandria (pi.) pustules on the neck, 

mallet xv (mail(j)et). - (O)F. maillet, f. mailler 
vb. hammer, f. mail sb. hammer, maul. 

mallow plant of genus Malva. OE. mealuwe, 
-(e)we - L. malva, rel. to Gr. maldkhe, molokhe, 
and prob. of Mediterranean ong. 

malm soft friable rock, light loamy soil. OE. 
*mealm (in mealmstan friable stone, and 
mealmiht sandy) = ON. malmr ore, metal, Goth. 
malma sand, f. Gmc. *mal- *mel- grind (see 
meal1); cf. OS., MHG. melm dust, 

malmaison variety of carnation, xix. Short for 
souvenirs de Malmaison ‘memories of Mal¬ 
maison’ (the chateau at which the empress Jose¬ 
phine held her court), orig. the name of a blush 
rose. 

malmsey xv (malmesey). - MDu., MLG. mal- 
mesie, -eye (in medL. malmasia), f. Gr. place- 
name Monemvasia in the Morea, of which the 
var. Malvasia gave malvoisie. 

malt barley, etc., for brewing. OE. m(e)alt = OS. 
malt (Du. mout), (O)HG. malz, ON. maltGmc. 
*maltaz, rel. to OHG. malt (G. malz) soft, weak, 
ON. maltr rotten; f. base of melt. Hence malt¬ 

ster xiv;see -ster. 

maltha kind of cement xv; bitumen, mineral 
pitch or tar. xvii. - L. - Gr. maltha, mdlthe mix¬ 
ture of wax and pitch. 

Malthusian pert, to Thomas Robert Malthus 
(1766-1834), who advocated checks on the 
growth of population, see -ian. 

maivaceous pert, to the mallows, xvii. f. L. 
malvdceus, f. malva mallow; see -aceous. 

malversation corrupt administration, xvi. - 
F., f. malverser - L. male versari (male ill, mal- 

+ versari behave, conduct oneself, f. vers-, pp. 
stem of vertere turn). 

malvoisie (arch.) malmsey, xiv. ME. malvesin, 
malvesie - OF. malvesie, from the F. form of 
the place-name Monemvasia, see malmsey. The 
present form is that of modF. 

mam (dial.) mother, xvi. prob. imit.; cf. 
mamma'. Hence mammy (-Y®) xvi. 

mama see mamma1. 

Mameluke one of the military body, orig. Cau¬ 
casian slaves, that ruled Egypt 1254-1811. xvi. - 
F. mameluk (OF. mamelus). It. mammalucco, 
Sp., Pg. mameluco, medL. mameluc, -uchus - 
Arab, mamluk slave, sb. use of pp. of malaka 
possess. 

mamilla nipple, xvii. - L, dim. of mamma 
breast, teat; see next. Hence mamillary xvii. 

mamma', mama mother, xvi. repr. redupl. 
of a syllable instinctively uttered by young 
children; cf. Gr. mdmme, L. mamma (mother, 
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teat, breast; see next), 0S1., Russ., Lith. mama, 
Ir., W mam Shortened to ma (dial, and U S.) 
XIX 

mamma1 (anat.) breast in mammals, xvn. - L. 
(see prec). Hence mammary xvn. 

mammal xix; animal of the class mammalia 
(xviii), who suckle their young. modL., n. pi. of 
L. mammalis, f. mamma: see prec., -al1 

Mammon (personification of) riches, xvi. 
Earlier Mammona as a proper name for ‘the 
devil of covetousness’ - late L. mam(m)ona, 
mam(m)on - N T. Gr. mam(m)bnas (Matt. 6: 24. 
Luke 16: 9-13) - Aram, mamona, mamon riches, 
gam. 

mammoth large extinct elephant xvm. - 
Russ. mamo(n)t, of uncert ong. 

man pi men human being; adult male OE.; 
vassal, manservant xn; (dial.) husband xm. 
OE. man(n), morion), pi. menn (:- *manniz), 
also manna, monna, corr to OS., OHG. 
man (Du. man, G. mann), ON. mabr (g. manns, 
pi. menn), Goth, manna (g. mans, pi mans, 
mannans): the various forms belong to two 
Gmc. stems *mann-, *mannan-, rel. to Skr 
manu- man, mankind, 0S1. mqzi. 

The prominent sense in OE was ‘human 
being’, the words distinctive of sex being wer 
and wif, wxp(n)man and wlfman woman The 
sense ’ship’ (as irt Frenchman) appears in xv. 
Among spec. phr. is man-at-arms (xvi; formerly 
iman of arms), tr. OF. homme d'arrnes and a 
armes. The sense of‘piece’ used in chess appears 
c.1400. Hence man vb. Late OE. (ge)mannian. 
manhood, f-head xm. mannish fbuman; 
masculine xiv; pert, to a grown man xvi; charac¬ 
teristic of a male xvm. repl. OE mennisc. man¬ 
slaughter xvn. Superseded fmanslaught, OE 
(Angl ) mannslxht, the second el. being Gmc. 
*slaxtiz, f. *sla/- slay*. 

manacle fetter for the hand, xiv ME. manicle - 
(O)F. manicle handcuff, also (as in modF.) 
gauntlet - L. manicula little hand, handle, 
in medL. gauntlet, dim. of manus hand (see 
manual); assim. later to words in -acle 
Hence vb xiv 

manage (arch.) training of a horse; action and 
paces of a horse xvi; riding-school xvn. - It 
maneggio (whence F. manege), f. maneggiare 
Rom. *manidiare, f. manus hand (see manual), 

whence manage vb train (a horse); handle, 
wield; conduct (an affair), control (a person) xvi; 
do successfully xvm. First in the form manege; 
the ending was early assim. to -age, but in the 
techn. uses the F. form finally prevailed. In 
xvn xvm the vb. was often identified with F 
menager use sparingly (cf. menage). Hence 
management xvi. 

manatee large aquatic cetacean, xvi - Sp 
manati, of Carib orig. 

manciple official who purchases provisions, 
xm. - AN., OF manciple, var. of mancipe L 
mancipium purchase, slave (orig. one obtained 
by legal purchase), f. manus hand + capere, *cip- 
take; see manual, capture 

-mancy repr. (O)F -mancie - late L. -mantia - 
Gr. manteia divination, f. manteiiesthai pro 
phesy, f. mantis prophet, diviner Some of the 

comps with this ending repr Gr. words, as 
chiromancy, necromancy, others late L. or 
medL words, as geomancy, hydromancy; and 
others have been formed on Gr. models, as 
crystallomancy, liihomancy 

mandamus (leg ) writ directing the per 
formance of a certain act. xvi. - L. ‘we 
command’, 1st pers. pi pres, ind of manddre 
(See MANDATE). 

mandarin' Chinese official, xvi. - Pg. man 
dann (after mandar command) - Malay man 
teri - Hindi mantriSkr. mantrin- counsellor, 
f. mantra- counsel (rel. to mind). 

mandarin2 small kind of orange xix - F 
mandarine, fern, of mandarin (see prec ); 
prob. so named from the yellow of mandarins’ 
costume. 

mandate command, spec, legal or judicial xvi; 
commission or contract by which one acts for 
another xvn. - L. manddtum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
manddre enjoin, commit, f. manus hand 4 dare 
give; see manual, -ate1. So mandatary xvii, 
mandatory xvi. - late L. 

mandible xvi. - OF. mandible, later mandi 
bule, or its source late L. mandibula. -ulum, f. 
mandere chew. 

mandolin(e) xvm. - F. mandoline - It. man 
dolino, dim. of mandola, var. of mandora 

mandragora plant of S. Europe and the East 
having emetic and narcotic properties. In OE. 
in L. form; in ME. anglicized or - (O)F man 
dragore - medL. mandragora, L -as - Gr. 
mandragoras. 

mandrake mandragora. xiv. ME also 
-ag(g)e, prob. - MDu. mandrage, mandragre - 
medL. mandragora; alt. to mandrake was prob. 
in allusion to the man like form of the root 
of the plant, and assoc, with drake' dragon 
because of the plant’s supposed magical pro¬ 
perties. 

mandrel A. miner’s pick xvi; R. arbor of a lathe 
xvii; C. core of cast or moulded metal xvm. of 
unkn ong. 

mandrill large baboon, xvm. app. f. man 
4 drill2 

manducation eating xvi; chewing xvn. - late 
L. manducbtib, on-, f. L. manducare, f. manduco 
guzzler, f. mandere chew. 

mane OE. manu = (M)Du. mane, OHG. mana 
(G. mahne), ON myn Gmc. *mano. 

manege see manage 
manes souls of the departed, esp. as beneficent 
spirits (xiv) xvii. - L. manes pi., perh. f mbnis, 
manus good. 

manganese black mineral xvii; element of 
which this is the oxide xvm. - F manganese - 

It. manganese, unexpl. alt of medL. magnesia 
MAGNESIA. 

mange xiv. ME. maniewe, later mangle, shor¬ 
tened to mange (xvi) - OF. manjue, mangeue 
itch, f. manju-, pres. ind. sg. stem of mangier 
(mod. manger) eat L. manducare (see man 
ducation). Hence mangy xvi. 

mangel-, mangold-wurzel xvm. - G 
mangoldwurzel, f. mangold beet 4 wurzel root 
(cf wort'). 

manger xiv (manyour). - (O)F mangeoire 
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Rom. * manducatoria, f. manducat-: see 
MANDUCATION. 

mangle' hack or cut about, xiv. - AN mangier, 
*mahangler (cf. medL. mangulare), prob. fre¬ 
quent of mahaignier maim; see -le3 

mangle2 machine for rolling and pressing laun 
dered clothing, etc. xvm. - Du. mangel, short for 
synon. mangelstok, f. mangelen mangle + stok 
staff, roller, stock 

mango xvi (manga, -as), first - Pg. manga 
(whence modL. mangas), later - Du. mango - 
Malay mangga - Tamil mdnkay. 

mangonel military engine for casting stones, 
xm. - OF mangonel, -elle (mod mangonneau) - 
medL manganellus, -gon-, dim. f. late L. man 
ganum - Gr. mdgganon engine of war. axis of a 
pulley. 

mangosteen fruit of the E. Indian tree Gar 
cinia mangostana. xvi. - Malay manggustan 
(now manggis). 

mangrove tree of the genus Rhizophora. xvii 
Early forms mangrowe, mangrove, later assim. 
to grove; obscurely connected with Pg. mangue, 
Sp. mangle. 

manhandle twield (a tool) xv; move by force 
of men alone xix; handle roughly, f. man + 
HANDLE. 

mania highly excited form of madness xrv; 
great enthusiasm, craze xvn. - late L. mania 
- Gr. mania, rel. to mainesthai be mad, f. IE. 
*mn- *men-, see mind, -ia'. As a terminal el. 
it was used in later Gr., e g. in gunaikomania 
mad passion for women, hippomanid passion¬ 
ate love of horses, on the model of which a 
number of comps, were formed in mod. 
medical L., e g. nymphomania, later imitations 
of these are kleptomania, megalomania. The 
sbs. in -mania have corr. adj. forms in -maniac 
(one) affected with the particular mania. So 
maniac, maniacal xvn. - late L. maniac us 
- late Gr. mamakos. 

Manichee heretic holding dualistic belief in 
God and Satan, xiv. - late L. Manichaeus, f. name 
of the founder of the sect, Manes or Manichaeus. 
Also Manichaean xvi. 

manicure one who treats (or treatment of) the 
hands and finger-nails. - F., f. L. manus hand 
+ cura care; see manual, cure. 

manifest adj. xiv. - (O)F manifeste or L. mani¬ 
festos, earlier manufestus, f. manus hand 
(see manual) + *festus struck, f. base of defen- 
dere defend. So vb. xiv. manifestation xv. 
- late L. manifesto tproof; public declaration, 
xvn. - It., whence also manifest sb. fmani- 
festation xvi; tmanifesto xvn; list of ship’s 
cargo xviii. 

manifold adj OE. mamgf(e)ald = OHG. man- 
acfalt (G. manmg fait), Goth, managfalps, etc.; 
see many, -fold. As sb. pi. xm; see manyplies. 

manikin little man, dwarf xvn; artist’s lay 
figure xvm. - Du. manneken, dim. of man man; 
see kin. Cf. mannequin 

manilla short for Manilla hemp, xix; the cor 
rect form is Manila, name of the capital of the 
Philippine Islands. 

manille second best trump or honour at quad¬ 
rille and ombre, xvn (mallilio). The current 

form is - F. manille - Sp. malilla, dim. of mala, 
fem. of malo bad. 

manioc cassava, xvi (manihot, - F ). - Tupi 
mandioca 

maniple (eccl.) vestment worn suspended from 
the left arm; subdivision of the Roman legion 
xvi; fhandful xvn. - OF. maniple (mod. mani- 
pule) or L manipulus handful, troop of soldiers, 
f. manus hand (see manual) + an unkn el. 

manipulation method of handling chemical 
apparatus xvm; manual management or exam¬ 
ination xix - F. - modL. *manipulatio, -on-, f. 
*mampulare, f. L. manipulus handful; see prec 
and -ation So manipulate xix. 

mankind xm. repl. fmankin, OE mancynn 
(man, kin), by substitution of kind'. 

manna miraculous food of Exodus 16 OE ; juice 
from the bark of Fraxinus ornus (manna ash) 
xvi. - late L. - Hellenistic Gr. manna - Aram. 
manna. - Heb. man. 

mannequin later (F.) form of manikin, in 
sense ‘lay figure’, 'dressmaker’s model’, xvm. 

manner kind, sort xn; way or mode of action; 
customary practice; (pi.) moral character; out¬ 
ward bearing xm; (pi., fsg.) external behaviour 
xrv; method or style xvii. ME. manere - AN. 
manere, (O)F. maniere Rom. *manudria sb 
use of fem. of L. manuarius pert, to the hand, f. 
manus hand (see manual, -ary). Hence man¬ 
nered, mannerism xix, -ist xvn. mannerly 
(see -LY1’2) xrv. 

manoeuvre, U S. maneuver evolution of 
naval or military forces, xvm. - F. manoeuvre 
(OF. manuevre), f. manceuvrer (whence man¬ 
oeuvre vb. xvm) medL. manuoperdre, for L. 
manu operdri (-are) work with the hand; see 
manual, operate. 

manometer xvm - F mono metre, f. Gr. 
manos thin, rare; see -meter. 

manor fmansion, country residence xm; tman- 
sion of a lord with the land appertaining xiv; 
territorial unit, orig. a feudal lordship xvi. ME. 
manerie) - AN. maner, OF. maneir, (now) 
manoir dwelling, habitation, sb. use of maneir 
dwell L. manere remain. Hence manorial 
xvm. 

mansard broken roof. xvm. - F. mansarde, f. 
name of the F. architect Francois Mansard 
(1598-1666). 

manse fmansion house xv; (hist.) measure of 
land sufficient to support a family; ecclesiastical 
residence xvi. - medL. mansus, -a, -um dwelling, 
house, measure of land, f. mans- (see next), 

mansion fdwelling, abiding; tabiding-place 
xrv; fmanor-house xvi; stately residence xix. - 
<p)F. - L. mdnsio, on- stay, dwelling-place 
(whence (O)F maison house), f. mans-, pp. stem 
of manere remain, stay. 

mansuetude (arch.) gentleness, xiv. - (O)F., 
or L. mdnsuetudo, f. mansuetus gentle, f. manus 
hand + suetus accustomed; see manual, 

desuetude. 

mantel fmovable shelter for besiegers; piece of 
timber supporting the masonry above a fire¬ 
place (hence mantelpiece, -shelf), xv. var. of 
mantle, with senses derived from F. manteau, 
tmantel. 
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mantis insect which holds its forelegs in a 
position suggesting hands folded in prayer 
xvii. - modL. - Gr. mantis prophet, diviner, rel. 
to MANIA. 

mantissa tunimportant addition xvii; (math.) 
decimal part of a logarithm xix - L. mantissa, 
-Isa makeweight 

mantle loose sleeveless cloak xm; applied to 
various coverings from xrv ME mantel - OF 
mantel (mod manteau) L. mantellum, rel. to 
late L. mantus, medL rnantum, *manta short 
cloak, whence Sp , It. manto (F. mante) cloak, 
Sp. manta blanket, tapestry; perh ult. of Celt 
ong. So mant(e)let cape, cloak xiv; movable 
shelter for men-at-arms xvi; screen for men 
working a gun xix - OF., dim. of mantel, man¬ 

tilla woman’s veil. xvm. - Sp., dim. of manta 
mantua loose gown for women, xvii. alt. of 
manteau by assoc, with the It. place-name Man¬ 
tua. Hence mantle vb. xiv. 

manu- repr. abl. sg. of L man us hand (see next) 
as in manufacture, manuscript; e.g. manu- 

duction guidance xvi, manumission xv, after 
L. 

manual pert, to the hands xv. Earliest form 
manuel (later assim. to L.) - (O)F manuel - L 
manualis, f. manus hand, rel. to OE., ON. mund, 
OHG. munt\ see -al1. As sb small book for 
handy use (xv) based ult. on late L. manuale, 
sb. use of n. of adj.; as a term for the key¬ 
board of an organ (xix) distinguished from 
pedal. 
manufacture fproduct of manual labour xvi; 
fmanual work; making things by physical 
labour or mechanical power, thing so made 
xvii. - F. - It. manifattura (xiv), with refash, 
after L. manu factum made by hand (see 
manual, fact, -ure). So manufactory xvii; 
after factory. 

manure toccupy, administer; +till, cultivate 
xrv; (from the sb.) apply manure to xvi. Earliest 
forms maynoyre, -oure, manour - AN main- 
overer, OF. mano(u)vrer manoeuvre; assim. in 
ending to -ure. Hence sb. dung or compost used 
for fertilizing xvi. 

manuscript adj. written by hand; sb. writing; 
codex, xvi. - medL. manuscrlptus, i.e. manu 
with the hand and scriptus, pp. of scrlbere write; 
see MANU-, SCRIBE. 

Manx xvi. Earlier Manks - (with metathesis) 
ON. *Manskr, f. Man- (nom. Mpn *Manu - 
OIr. Manu) + -skr -ish1 . 

many a great number of (with a, an xm). OE. 
manig, monig, later maenig, corr. to OS. manag, 
MDu. menech, Du. menig, OHG. manag, menig 
(G. manch), OSw. mangher, Goth, manags 
Gmc *manayaz, *mani3az IE. *monogho- 
*menogho-, whence also OS1. munogu much, 
OIr. menice abundant, W mynych often. As sb. 

in a (great) many (of), etc. xvi; orig modelled 
on a few, but also assoc, with meinie. Cf. mani 

fold. 

manyplies (dial.) omasum, xvm (monyple, 
manyplus). f. many + pi. of ply1; modelled on 

synon. manifolds (xm). 
Maori (member of) aboriginal race of New Zea 
land. xix. - native name. 

map sb xvi. - medL. mappa, short for mappa 
mundi 'sheet of the world’, i.e mappa (in 
classL. tabie-cloth, napkin), mundi g. of mundus 
world Hence vb. xvi. 

maple In OE mapeltreow, mapulder maple- 
tree. The simplex is first recorded xrv. 

maquis underground patriotic movement in 
France in the war of 1939 45. - F., ‘scrub’ - It 
macchia spot, thicket L macula spot, 

mar fhinder; fspoil, impair OE ; harm, injure, 
ruin (now in lighter sense) xm. OE. merran (WS. 
mierran) = OS. merrian hinder (Du. marren 
fasten, loiter), OHG marren, merren hinder, 
ON. merja bruise, crush, Goth. (Gmc.) marzjan 
cause to stumble. 

maraschino liqueur made from the marasca 
cherry xvm. - It., f. marasca, aphetic of amar- 
asca, f. amaro bitter - L amarus. 

marasmus (path.) wasting disease, xvii 
modL. - Gr. marasmos, f. marainein wither, 
waste. 

Marathon name of the place at which the 
Athenians defeated the Persians in 490 b.c, ap 
plied to a long-distance foot-race introduced at 
the revived Olympic Games at Athens (1896) in 
allusion to the feat of the Gr runner who 
brought the news of the battle to Athens, 

marauder xvii (maroder). - F. maraudeur, 
f. marauder (whence, or as back formation, 
maraud xvm), f. maraud rogue, vagabond, 
of unkn orig. 

marble xu (marbelston). ME. mar be l, marbre - 

OF marble, by dissim. from (O)F. marbre L 
marmor - Gr. marmaros shining stone, orig. 
stone, block of rock, but later assoc with mar- 
mairein shine. 

marc refuse after grapes are pressed, xvii - F. 
marc, f. marcher tread, march3. 

marcasite xv. - medL marcasita - Arab 
markasltd - Pers. markasisa, assoc with ite. 

March1 xii. - OF. march(e), north-eastern var 
of marz, (also mod.) mars L. Martius lit. 
‘(month) of Mars’. 

march2 boundary, xm. - (O)F marche - Rom 
(medL.) marca - Frankish *marka Gmc. 
*marko mark’. So vb border upon xiv. - OF 
marchir. 

march3 walk in a military manner, xvi. - (O)F 
marcher walk, orig. tread, trample Gallo-Rom 
*marcdre, f. late L marcus hammer. Hence (or - 
F. marche) march sb xvi. 

marchioness wife or widow of a marquess 
xvi. - medL marchionissa, f. marchib, on-, prop 
captain of the marches, f. marca march2; see 
-ESS1. 

marchpane marzipan, xvi The various forms, 
march-, marts-, maza-, pain(e), pan(e), repr 
diverse Continental forms, as F tmarcepain 
(mod. massepain), It marzapane. Sp. mazapan, 
G. marzipan marzipan (the present current 
form). 

mare Early ME. mcire (xii), with stem-vowel 
from obi. cases of OE mearh horse, finally 
superseding mere, mure, OE *mere, *miere. 
myre Gmc. *maryjbn (MLG., MDu. mer(r)ie, 
OHG. mar(i)ha, Du. merrie, G. mahre, ON. 
merr), f. *maryaz horse (OHG. marah, ON. 
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marr), corr. to Gaulish (acc. sg.) markan, (O)Ir., 
Gaelic marc, W. march. 

maremma low marshy land by the sea shore, 
xix. - It.L maritima (fem.) maritime. 

margarine xix (repl. oleomargarine xix). - F. 
(orig. supposed glyceride of ‘margaric acid’), f. 
margarique, f. Gr. margaron, margarites pearl, 
with ref. to the pearly lustre of the crystals or 
scales of the acid. 

margin xiv. - L. margo, margin-, rel. to mark1. 
So marginal xvi - medL. marginalia xi::. - n 
pi. of medL. marginalis. 

margrave German title orig. of the governor 
of a border province, xvi. - MDu. markgrave = 
OHG. marcgravo (G. markgraf)\ see mark'; the 
second el. is of obscure orig. 

marguerite xix. - F form of the female name 
Margaret, ult. - L. margarita - Gr. margarites, 
f. margaron pearl. 

marigold xiv. In early use often pi. mary 
goulden, marygoldes, f. proper name Mary 
(presumably with ref. to the Virgin Mary) + 
(dial.) gold, OE. golde marigold, prob. rel. to 
GOLD. 

marijuana, marihuana xix. - Amer Sp. 
marinade pickle, pickled meat or fish. xvii. 
- F. - Sp. marinada, f. marinar pickle in 
brine, f. merino marine; see -ade. Hence vb. 
XVII. 

marine pert, to the sea. xv. - (O)F. marin, fem 
marine L. marinus, f. mare sea, rel. to Goth. 
marei, Ir. muir, W. mor, OS1. more, see -ine'. So 
mariner xm. - AN. mariner, (0)F marinier 
medL marindrius 

Mariolatry see -latry 
marionette xvii - F. marionnette, f. Marion, 
dim. of Marie Mary; see -ette. 

marish see marsh. 
marital xvii. - L. maritalis, f. maritus husband; 
see marry', -al'. 

maritime xvi. - (partly through F. maritime) 
L. maritimus, f. mare sea (see marine) + -timus, 
as in finitimus neighbouring, legitimus legiti 
mate. 

marjoram xiv. ME. majorane, mageram - OF. 
majorane (mod. marjolaine) - medL. majorana. 

mark' A. (hist.) boundary {landmark), trace, 
orig. as a sign OE.; B. target xiii; C. (f. mark3) 
remark, note xvi. OE. (Angl.) mere, (WS.) mearc 
= OS. marka (Du mark), OHG. marcha (G. 
mark), ON mqrk (recorded only in sense 
‘forest*), Goth, marka Gmc *markd\ rel. to L. 
margo margin, OIr. mruig (Ir. bruig) boundary, 
territory, W. bro district. Av. marozu boundary, 
Pers. marz landmark. Hence marksman xvii 
(earlier fmarkman xvi); see B above. 

mark2 weight of gold or silver; money of 
account. OE. marc, corr. to MDu. marc (Du. 
mark), MHG. marke, ON. mqrk, the Gmc. forms, 
which vary in gender, are prob. all - medL. mar- 
cus, marca, peril ult. identical with mark'. 

mark3 A. put a mark upon OE.; B. notice, 
observe, remark xiv. OE. mearcian = OS. (gi)- 
markon appoint, observe (Du. marken), OHG. 
marchon plan, ON. marka mark, observe 
Gmc. *markojan, f. *marko mark'. 

market gathering of people for buying and sell¬ 

ing xii; public place for this xm; (opportunity 
for, rate of) purchase and sale xvi; seat of 
trade xvii. Early ME market, recorded earlier 
m the late OE. comp, gearmarkett (xi; see 
year); both simplex and comp, appear to be - 
OS. idrmarket = OHG. iarmarchat (of which 
the second el. - L. mercatus, f. mercari buy, f. 
merx, mere- merchandise. Hence vb xvii 
(marketing xvi). 

marl kind of clayey soil. xiv. - OF. marie 
medL. margila, f. L. marga. Hence vb. xiv. 

marline (naut.) small line, xv (also marling 
xvii). - Du. marlijn, f. marren bind + lijn line', 
and Du. marling, f. marlen, frequent, of 
marren-e-ing -ing'. Hence marlin(g)spike 
xvii. 

marm see ma’am. 
marmalade xvi. - F. marmelade - Pg. mar- 
melada, f. marmelo quince L. melimelum - Gr. 
meiimelon kind of apple grafted on a quince, f. 
meli honey + melon apple; see -ade. 

marmoset small monkey xiv; tgrotesque 
figure xv; fterm of playful reproach xvi. 
- (O)F. marmouset (latinized marmosetus) 
grotesque image, little man or boy, (dial.) 
ape, of unkn orig. 

marmot xvii. - F. marmotte, of uncert. orig. 
maroon' tsweet chestnut of S. Europe 
xvi; brownish crimson (as of the nutshell); fire¬ 
work xvm. - F. marron - It. marrone - medGr. 
maraon. 

maroon2 negro of Surinam and W. Indies xvii; 
(in full maroon party), pleasure party, picnic 
xvm. - F. marron, jmaron - Sp. cimarron wild, 
untamed, runaway slave, f. cimarra furred coat; 
see -oon. Hence vb. tpass. and intr. be lost in 
the wilds xvii, put ashore on a desolate coast 
xvm. 

marque freprisals; letters of marque, orig. 
royal licence authorizing reprisals on a hostile 
state, xv. - F. - Pr. marca, f marcar seize as a 
pledge. 

marquee large tent, xvii (also tmarkee). Spur¬ 
ious sg. form deduced from marquise (formerly 
so used in Eng.) apprehended as pi. and assim. 
in ending to -ee2. 

marquess see marquis. 
marquetry, -terie xvi. - F. marqueterie, f. 
marqueter variegate, f. marque mark; see -ry. 

marquis, marquess ruler torig.) of a march’ 
or frontier district; peer between the ranks of 
duke and earl xiv; fmarchioness xvi-xvii. ME. 
marchis, markis - OF. marchis, alt. later to mar¬ 
quis after the corr. Pr. marques, Sp. marques. 
f. Rom. *marca march2 + *-ese L. -ensem -ese; 
prop. adj. The sp with -ess (xvi) is now used 
for the British title. Hence marquisate xvi. So 
marquise kind of pear; tmarquee. xvm. - F., 
fem. of marquis. 

marram bent-grass, xvii. - ON. maralmr, f. 
marr sea, mere' + halmr haulm. 

marrow soft substance in the cavity of bones 
OE.; central or vital part xv; {vegetable) m., fruit 
of Cucurbita pepo xix. OE. mzerh, maerg (WS. 
mearh, mearg), corr. to OS. marg (Du. merg), 
OHG. mar{a)g (G. mark), ON. mergr Gmc. 
*mazgam, -az. 
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marry1 join in or enter into wedlock, xm. - 
(0)F. marier L. maritdre, f. marltus 
married, husband, of uncert. orig. So marriage 
xm - (0)F. manage. 

marry1 int. xrv (Marie). The name of the Virgin 
Mary used as an oath, etc.; in xvi the oath by 
Mary Gipcy (the Egyptian) appears to have 
suggested the add. of gip, gup to Mary, and, as 
these were used in driving horses, come up was 
later substituted for them. Marry come up. 

Marsala xix. f. name of a town on the west 
coast of Sicily. 

Marseillaise xix. - F., fern, of Marseillais of 
Marseilles; so named from having been first 
sung in Paris by Marseilles patriots, 

marsh OE. mer(i)sc = MLG. mersch, marsch, 
MDu. mersch(e) (whence G. marsch, Du. 
marsk) WGmc. *marisk-, whence medL. 
mariscus, the source of (O)F. marais, jmareis, 
adopted in ME. as mar(r)eis, mar(r)ais (xrv), 
alt. later to marish (xvi). Hence marshy (see 
-Y1) XIV. 

marshal high officer of state, of the army, fof 
a court, in charge of ceremonies xm; tfarrier 
xrv. - OF. mareschal (mod. marechal) Frank 
ish L. mariscalcus - Gmc. *marxaskalkaz (OHG. 
marahscalh), f. *maryaz horse (see mare1) 
+ *skalkaz (OE. scealc) servant. For the sense- 
development cf. constable. Hence vb. xv. 

marsupial of or resembling a pouch xvii; epi¬ 
thet of mammals having a pouch for their young 
xix. - modL. marsupialis, f. L. marsupium 
pouch - Gr. marsupion, marsipion, dim. of mar- 
sipos purse, bag; see -al1 . 

mart fmarket, fair xv; market-place xvi; centre 
of commerce, emporium xvii. - Du. tmart, var. 
of markt market. 

Martello designation of a small circular fort, 
xvm (Mortella). alt., perh. by assoc, with It. mar¬ 
tello hammer, of the name of Cape Mortella in 
Corsica, where there was a tower of this kind 
which the Eng. fleet captured in 1794. 

marten fur-bearing animal, torig. the fur itself, 
xv. Early forms martren, martro(u)n - MDu. 
martren - OF. martrine marten fur, sb. use of 
martrin, f. martre - WGmc. *marpr- (OHG. mar- 
dar, G. marder), ext. form of Gmc. *marpuz (OE. 
meard, ON. mgrdr). 

martial pert, to war or battle xiv; pert, to the 
army, military (court martial, martial law)\ 
warlike xv; of the planet Mars xvii. - (O)F. mar¬ 
tial or L. martidlis, f. Mars (for Mavors), Marti-, 
Roman god of war, planet fourth in order of dis 
tance from the sun; see -ial. So Martian pert, 
to the planet Mars xiv; to the month of March 
xvii. - OF. martien or L. Martianus. 

martin bird of the swallow family, xv (Sc. mar- 
toune). prob. a use of the name Martin, after St. 
Martin of Tours. 

martinet tsystem of drill devised by General 
Martinet xvii; officer who is a stickler for disci¬ 
pline, also gen. xvm. f. name of a F. general, 
drill-master of the reign of Louis XIV. 

martingale A. strap for restraining the move¬ 
ments of a horse’s head xvi; B. (naut.) rope 
for guying down the jib-boom xvm; C. doubling 
the stake when losing at cards xix. - F. 

martingale in chausse a la m. kind of hose 
fastening at the back, which has been de 
rived from modPr. martegalo, fern, of martegal 
inhabitant of Martigue in Provence, 

martini gin and-vermouth cocktail, xix f. 
name Martini and Rossi, It. wine-makers. 

Martinmas feast of the translation of St. Mar¬ 
tin of Tours, 11 Nov. xm. f. Martin + mass' 

martlet swift; (her.) imaginary bird without 
feet. xvi. - F. martelet, alt. of martinet, dim. of 
Martin martin. 

martyr (prop.) one who voluntarily undergoes 
death for the Christian faith. OE. martir, corr. 
to OS., OHG. martir - ecclL. martyr - Gr. 
mdrtur, var. of martus, martur- witness, (in 
Christian use) martyr; reinforced in ME. 
by OF. martir, martre (mod. martyr), the sp. 
was finally assim. to the L. form. Hence 
martyr vb. OE. (ge)martyrian, -martrian. 
martyrdom OE. So martyrology xvi. - medL. 
- ecclGr.; see logy. 

marvel tmiracle xm; wonderful thing xrv. - 
(0)F. merveille Rom use as fern, sg of mira- 
bilia, n. pi. of L. mirabilis wonderful, f. mirari 
wonder; see miracle, -able So marvel vb., 

marvellous xm. 
Mary OE. Maria, Marie, reinforced in ME. by 
(O)F. Marie - ecclL. Maria - Gr Maria and 
Mariam - Heb Miryam Miriam; in asse 
verations from xrv (cf. marry1). 

marzipan xix - G. marzipan, earlier marci 
pan, etymol. alt. (as if Marci panis ‘Mark’s 
bread’) of marczapan - It. marzapane, of 
uncert. orig.; cf. marchpane 

mascot thing supposed to bring good luck 
xix. - F. mascotte - modPr. mascotto, fern, of 
mascot, dim. of masco witch, 

masculine tmale xiv; (gram ); (pros.) of rhyme 
xvi; pert, to or characteristic of the male sex 
xvii. - (O)F. masculin, fern, -ine - L. masculinus, 
-ina, f. masculus male; see -ine1. 

mash malt mixed with hot water to form wort 
OE., warm food of meal for cattle, etc., pulpy 
mass xvi. OE masc = MLG. mesch, masch, 
MHG. meisch crushed grapes (G. maisch) 
WGmc. *maisk-, of unkn. orig., but perh. rel. to 
mix. Hence vb infuse (malt) xiv; beat into a pulp 
XVII. 

mashie iron golf club with a short head xix of 
unkn. orig. 

mask covering to conceal the face. xvi. - F. 
masque - It. maschera, perh. - Arab, maskara 
buffoon. Hence vb. xvi. 

masochism xix. f. name of Leopold von 
Sacher-Masoch, Austrian novelist (d. 1895), who 
described the condition; see -ism. Hence maso¬ 

chistic xx. 
mason builder and worker in stone xm; free 

mason xv. Earliest forms mach(o)un, - ONF. 
machun, later mascun, masoun - OF. masson 
(mod. maqon) Rom. *mation- or *macion , 
prob. of Gmc. orig. So masonry xrv. Hence 
masonic xvm. 

Mas(s)orah body of tradition relating to the 
text of the Hebrew Bible, xvii (earlier masoreth). 
repr. Heb. masoreth, in Exod. 20: 37 interpreted 
‘bond (of the covenant)’, f. 'osar bind, in 
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post-biblical Heb. in the sense tradition’, as if f. 
masar hand down. So Mas(s)orete one who 
contributed to this. xvi. - F. Massoret and modL 
Massoreta; orig misapplication of masoreth, 
with subseq. assim. of the ending to L. -eta, 
Gr. -etes. 

masque masked ball; histrionic entertainment 
consisting of dancing and dumb show xvi; dra 
matic composition for an entertainment of this 
kind xvn. var. of mask, the F. sp. being now 
restricted to these senses. 

masquerade masked ball. xvi. First in quasi- 
Sp. forms mascarado, masquerada (see -ado), 

later superseded by mascarade, and (with 
assim to masque) masquerade; - F. mascarade - 
It. mascherata or Sp. mascarada, f. maschera, 
mascara mask; see -ade. 

mass' Eucharistic service. OE. maesse, messe, 
corr. to OS. missa (Du. mis), OHG. messa, missa 
(G. messe), ON. messa - ecclL. missa (Rom. 
*messa). L. missa (iv) is a verbal sb. from pp. 
stem miss- of mittere send, send away (cf. mis¬ 

sion); its application to a service perh. results 
from a transference of meaning in phr. such 
as Ite, missa est Depart, it is the dismissal (i.e. 
the service is at an end), Et missae fiant And 
let the dismissals be made (at the end of an 
office). 

mass3 coherent body of raw material xrv; rela¬ 
tively large body of matter xv; dense aggre¬ 
gation, large amount xvi; solid bulk xvii; (in 
physics) xviii. - (O)F. masse - L. massa - Gr. 
mdza barley-cake, perh. rel. to mdssein knead. 
So vb. xiv. 

massacre indiscriminate killing, xvi. - (O)F., 
of unkn. orig. So vb. xvi. 

massage sb. xix. - F., f. masser apply massage 
to, perh. - Pg. amassar knead, f. massa dough 
(mass2); see -age. Hence vb. xix. So masseur, 

-euse xix 
massicot yellow oxide of lead. xv. Earlier mas- 
ticot - F. massicot, tmasticot, obscurely rel. to 
It. marzacotto unguent, cosmetic, Sp. mazacote 
kali, mortar. 

massif fblock, mass xvi; large mountain mass 
xix. - F., sb. use of massif massive. 

massive xv. - F. massif, fern, -ive, alt. of OF. 
massiz pop. L. *massiceus, f. massa mass2; see 
-ive. Finally repl (arch.) massy xiv, perh 
orig. - OF. massiz, with later assim. to -y1. 

mast' long pole set up on the keel of a ship to 
support the sails. OE. maest = (M)LG., (M)Du., 
(O)HG. mast WGmc. *masta IE. *mazdos, 
whence poss. L. mdlus mast, OIr. matan club. 

mast2 fruit of forest-trees, esp. as food for swine. 
OE. maest = MDu., MLG., OHG. mastWGmc. 
*masta 

master A man having control or authority; B. 
teacher OE. (one who has received an academic 
degree orig. conveying authority to teach 
xrv); C. title of rank or compliment xiii; title 
of presiding officer, etc. xiv. OE. maegister, 
magister (corr. to OS. mester, (O)HG. meister, 
ON. meistari), a Gmc. adoption from L.; re¬ 
inforced by OF maistre (mod. maitre) - L. 
magistrum, nom. magister, usu. referred to 
magis adv. more. Cf. mister'. Hence masterful 

xrv. masterpiece xvii; after Du. meesterstuk 
or G. meisterstuck piece of work qualifying 
a craftsman, mastery xiii. ME. meistrie - OF. 
maistrie. 

mastic gum or resin from Pistacia lentiscus xrv; 
the tree xv. - (O)F. mastic - late L. mastichum, 
-a, vars. of L. mastiche - Gr. mastikhe, presumed 
to be f. mastikhdn (see next), 

masticate chew. xvii. f. pp. stem of late L. mas- 
ticare - Gr. mastikhdn grind the teeth, rel. to 
masdsthai chew, and perh to synon. L. man- 
dere; see -ate* So mastication xvi. - (O)F. or 
late L. Hence masticatory xvii 

mastiff xiv. repr. obscurely OF. mastin (mod. 
matin) Rom. *mansuetinus, f. L. mdnsuetus 
tamed, tame, earlier mdnsues, f. man us hand 
(see manual) + base of suescere (pp. suetus) 
accustom. 

mastodon extinct elephantine mammal hav¬ 
ing nipple-shaped tubercles on the molars, xix. 
f. Gr. mastds breast + od6n, odont- tooth. 

mastoid (anat., of bones, etc.) nipple-shaped. 
xviii. - F. mastoide or modL. mastoides - Gr. 
mastoeidis, f. mastos breast; see -oid. 

masturbate xix (earlier tmastuprate xvii). f. 
pp. stem of L. masturbdri, perh. alt of *man(u)- 
stuprare ‘defile with the hand’. 

mat1 piece of coarse fabric of plaited fibre OE.; 
piece of material laid on a surface for protection 
xv (naut.). OE. m(e)atte, corr. to MDu. matte, 
OHG. matta (Du. mat, G. matte); WGmc. - late 
L. matta. 

mat2, matt lustreless, dull. xvn. - F. mat, iden¬ 
tical with mat mate2. So vb. xvii. 

matador in Sp. bull-fights, man appointed to 
kill the bull; principal card. xvn. - Sp. matador, 
f. matar kill. 

match1 A. +mate, fellow OE.; person equal or 
corresponding xm; B. tmatching of adversaries 
xrv; contest; matrimonial alliance xvi. OE. 
gemaecca Gmc. *jamakjan-, rel. to *samakan- 
(OE. gemaca, dial, make match, mate; corr. to 
OS. gimaco, OHG. gimahho fellow, equal), sb. 
use of *$amakaz (OE. gemaec, OHG. gimah well- 
matched, G. gemach easy, comfortable), f. *30- 
y- + *mak- fitting; see make. Hence match vb. 
join as a pair or one of a pair in marriage, com¬ 
bat, etc. xiv. 

match2 fwick xiv; piece of inflammable cord, 
wood, etc., to be ignited xvi. - OF. meiche, 
mesche (mod. meche), corr. to Sp., Pg. mecha, It. 
miccia, etc., which have been referred to L. 
myxa (- Gr. muxd) nozzle of lamp (in medL. 
lamp-wick), with crossing of Rom. *muccare 
blow the nose, snuff a wick, 

matchet xvi (-eto). - Sp. machete, prob. f. macho 
hammer. Also machete xix. 

mate' habitual companion (also in comps.) xrv; 
(naut.) officer assistant to another xv; one of 
a wedded pair xvi - MLG. (ge)mate = OHG. 
gimazzo WGmc. *3amatan-, f. *ja- Y- + 
*mat-, base of meat, the lit. sense being ‘mess¬ 
mate’. 

mate2 at chess, state of the king when he is in 
check and cannot move out of it; (fig.) total 
defeat, xiv. ME. mat - (O)F. mat, in eschec mat 
CHECKMATE. So vb. XIII. 
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mate calabash in which leaves of a S. Amer. 
shrub are infused, (also) the infusion and the 
shrub, xviii. - Sp. mate - Quechua mati. 

material consisting of matter xrv; pert, to mat 
ter; of substantial import xvi; sb pi. xvi. ME. 
materiel (rare), -ial - (O)F. materiel, f-ial - late 
L materialis, f. materia matter; see -al\ Hence 
materialism xviii, -ist xun, -ize xvm. 

materia medica remedies used in medicine, 
xvn. modL .tr. Gr hule latrikt healing material; 
see MATTER, MEDICAL. 

materiel material equipment or resources, 
xix. - F., sb. use of adj. materiel material. 

maternal xv. - (O)F. maternel or f. L. mater 
nus, f. mater mother1; see -al1. So maternity 
xvii. - F. - medL. 

mathematic, -ical xvi. - or f. (0)F. mathe- 
matique or its source L mathematicus - Gr 
mathematikos, f. mathema, -mat- something 
learnt, science, f. *math- (rel. to mind), man 
thdnein learn; see -ic, -ical. As sb (xiv) ME 
matematik, math-, -ique, - (O)F mathematique - 
L. mathematica - Gr. mathematik$, fern, of 
mathematikos, now mathematics xvi; colloq. 
abbrev. maths xx 

matico (leaves of) tropical Amer. wild pepper 
xix. - Sp. yerha Matico, i.e. yerha herb, Matico 
dim. of Mateo Matthew; said to have been named 
after a soldier who discovered its styptic 
properties. 

matins, mattins xin. ME. matines - (0)F 
ecclL. matutinas, nom. -inx\ see matutinal. 

matrass glass distilling vessel. - F matras, of 
uncert. orig. 

matriarch xvii. f. L. mater, matri- mother1, 
after patriarch, apprehended as being f. L. 
pater father. 
matriculate insert (a name) in a register, 
admit into a university, etc xvi f. pp. stem of 
medL. *matriculare, f. late L. matricula, dim. 
of mdtric- matrix; see -ate3. So matriculation 
xvi. 

matrimony xiv. - AN. matrimonie = OF. ma 
tremoi(g)ne - L. matrimonium, f. mater, mdtri- 
mother1; see mony. So matrimonial xvi. - 
(O)F. or L. 

matrix uterus; place or medium of production 
xvi; enclosing mass; mould xvii. - L. matrix, -ic 
pregnant animal, female used for breeding, 
parent stem, (later) womb, register, f. mater, 
mdtr- mother’. 

matron married woman xrv; married woman 
having expert knowledge of pregnancy, etc. xv; 
woman in charge of domestic arrangements 
xvii. - (O)F. matrone - L. mdtrona, f. mater, 
mdtr- mother1. 

matt see mat2. 
matter thing, affair, concern; material of 
thought, speech, or action xm; substance serv¬ 
ing as material xiv; physical or corporeal sub 
stance xvii; things written or printed xvii ME. 
materie, mal(i)ere - AN. mater(i)e, (O)F. ma 
Here - L. materia (also -iss) hard part of a tree, 
timber, stuff of which a thing is made, cause, 
occasion, subject of discourse, matter, orig. sub¬ 
stance of which consists the mater (mother1). 
Hence matter vb. xvi. 

mattock OE mattuc, of unkn. orig. 
mattress xm. ME materas - OF. - It. ma 
terasso - Arab, matrah place where something 
is thrown, mat, cushion, f. taraha throw 

mature fully developed or ripened (lit. and fig.). 
xv. - L. maturus timely, early, f. *matu- (as in 
next), rel. to mane early, in the morning. So 
maturate ripen, spec, bring to a head xvi f. 
pp stem of L maturare, whence mature vb. 
xvi. maturation xvi, maturative, maturity 
xrv. - F. or L. 

matutinal of the (early) morning, xvii. - late L. 
matutinalis, f. L. mdtutinus, f. Mdtiita goddess 
of the dawn, rel. to maturus early, mature; see 
-AL1. 

maudlin tweeping, tearful; weakly senti¬ 
mental xvii; but the earliest recorded use is as 
adv. in maudlin (fmaudlayne, tmawdlen) drunk 
xvi. attrib. use of Maudlin, ME. Maudele(y)n 
(xiv) - (O)F. Madelaine - ecclL. Magdalena 
magdalen. The reference to tears comes from 
pictures in “which the Magdalen is shown 
weeping. 

maugre sb. fill-will; (arch.) prep, in spite of 
(orig. to the displeasure of) xm. - (Q)F. maugre 
(mod. malgre prep ), i.e. mal bad, evil L. ma 
lum (see mal ), gre pleasure L. grdtum, sb use 
of n. of gratus pleasing (cf. grateful). 

maul fclub xm; hammer, beetle xiv ME. meall, 
mal(e) - (O)F. mail L. malleus hammer. Cf. 
mallet, pall-mall. Hence maul vb fbeat 
down, hammer, batter xm; damage xvi; handle 
roughly xvii 

maulstick light stick used by painters to 
support the right hand, xvii (mo/-). - Du. maal- 
stok, f. maalen paint + stok stick; see mole1, 
stock 

maunder fgrumble xvii; act or talk in a 
dreamy or inconsequent manner xvm. of un 
cert. orig. 

maundy ceremonial washing of the feet of poor 
persons on the Thursday next before Easter, xm 
(Maundy Thursday xvi). - OF. mande med. 
use of L. mandatum command (see mandate), 
first word of the first antiphon sung at the 
ceremony, viz. ‘Mandatum novum do vobis’ (A 
new commandment give I unto you), taken from 
the discourse which follows the washing by 
Christ of the Apostles’ feet, John 13. See -Y5. 

mausoleum xvi. - L. mausoleum - Gr. mau- 
soleion the magnificent tomb of Mausolus, king 
of Caria, erected 353 b.c. at Halicarnassus by his 
queen Artemisia and accounted one of the seven 
wonders of the world. 

mauve bright but delicate purple dye. xix. - F. 
mauve mallow, mallow-colour L. malva 
mallow 

maverick (U S.) unbranded calf, etc. xix. f. 
name of Samuel A. Maverick, a Texas cattle 
owner who left the calves of his herd un¬ 
branded. 

mavis song-thrush, xiv. - (O)F. mauvis, of un- 
cert. orig 

mavourneen (Anglo-Ir.) my darling, xvm. - 
Ir. mo mhuirnin (mo my, muirnin, dim. of muirn 

affection, love). 
maw stomach. OE. maga, corr. to MDu. maghe 
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(Du. maag), OHG. mago (G. magen), ON. magi 
Gmc.*ma3an-,-6n. 

mawkish fnauseated, without appetite, 
nauseating xvn; feebly sentimental xvm. f 
mawk maggot + -ish' . 

maxilla jaw, jawbone, xvn. - L. maxilla, corr. 
to mala cheek, as axilla shoulder-blade to ala 
wing. Hence maxillary xvn. 

maxim faxiom xv; aphoristic proposition; ruie 
of conduct xvi. - F. maxime or its source modL. 
maxima, sb. use of fern, of maximus, superl. of 
magnus great (see magnitude). 

Maxim Mi-gun), machine-gun invented by 
Hiram S. Maxim (1840-1916). xix. 

maximum xvm. - (through F.) modL. 
maximum, sb. use ofn. ofmajcimus(seeMAXiM). 

may' pt. might fbe strong; tbe able; be allowed; 
as an aux. of the subjunctive. Gmc. preterite- 
present vb. (cf. can2). OE. mxg, corr. to OS. 
(Du.), (O)HG. mag, ON. md, Goth. mag. The pri¬ 
mary sense was ‘have power’ (cf. the cogn. sbs. 
main’, might); the IE. base *mogh- *migh-, is 
repr. also by Gr. mekhani machine, OS1. mogQ 
I can. Hence maybe xv. 

may2 blossoms of the hawthorn, xvi. - (O)F. 
mai flowers and branches collected to celebrate 
1 May, from the name of the month (see 
next), dial, hawthorn. So vb. celebrate May-day, 
chiefly in gerund (a)maying. xiv. 

May - (O)F. maiL. Maius prop. pert, to Maia, 
Italic goddess, daughter of Faunus and wife of 
Vulcan (later identified with Gr. Maia). Hence 
May-day xv. 

mayhem (leg.) crime of violently inflicting 
bodily injury, xv. - AN. ma(i)hem, mahaym 
MAIM. 

mayonnaise xix. - F. mayonnaise, also 
magnonaise, mahonnaise, the latter being app. 
fern, of mahonnais pert, to Port Mahon, capital 
of Minorca. 

mayor chief officer of a municipal corporation. 
xiii. ME. mer, mair - (O)F. maire L. major 
greater, compar. of magnus great (see magni¬ 

tude). So mayoralty xiv - OF. 
mayweed stinking camomile, xvi. alt. of 
imaid-, mayde(n)wede (xv), for *maithe(n)wede, 
f. synon. imaithein), OE. magode, mxgda (obi. 
cases -an) + weed. 

maz(z)ard fmazer; (si.) head xvn; face xvm. 
alt. of mazer by assoc, with -ard. 

mazarine deep rich blue. xvn. perh. f. name of 
Cardinal Jules Mazarin (1602 61) or the Duch- 
esse de Mazarin (died 1699). 

maze (dial., arch.) stupefy, daze xiii; bewilder 
xv. First in pps. mased, amased, and bimased, 
in OE. amasod (see amaze). Hence maze sb. fde- 
lusion, deception xiii; complex network of paths 
xiv. 

mazer (hist.) hard (? maple) wood xii; bowl or 

goblet, orig. of mazer wood xiv. - OF. masere (of 
Gmc. orig.; in modF. madre veined, variegated, 
like maple wood), perh reinforced from MDu. 
maeser maple = OHG. masar (G. maser) ex¬ 
crescence on a tree, fmaple, ON. mQsurr maple, 

mazurka lively Polish dance, xix. - F. 
mazurka, G. masurka - Pol. mazurek Masurian 
dance’. 

me1 obj. form of I. OE. mi (i) acc., corr. to OS. 
mi, me (Du. mij) and further to L. me, Gr. me, 
erne, OIr. me, W. mi, Skr. md; OE. had also mec, 
corr. to OS. mik, OHG. mih (G. mich), ON., Goth. 
mik IE. *mege (Gr. emege), in which a limiting 
particle *ge (Gr. ge at least) is added; (ii) dative, 
corr. to OS. mi (Du. mij), (O)HG. mir, ON. mer, 
Goth. mis. See mine', my. 

me2 see mi. 

mead1 drink made by fermenting a mixture of 
honey and water. OE. me(o)du = MLG. (Du.) 
mede, OHG. metu, mitu (G. met), ON. mjodr 
Gmc. *meduz IE. *medhu-, whence Gr. methu 
wine (cf. methylate), OIr. mid, W. medd, OS1. 
medu honey, wine, Lith. midus mead, Skr. 
mddhu honey, sweet drink. 

mead2 (arch.) meadow. OE. mxd. 
meadow xiii. repr. OE. mxdwe, etc., obi. cases 
of mxd mead2 Gmc. *mxdwo, rel. to mow1. 

meagre lean, thin xiv; poor, scanty xvi. ME. 
megre - AN. megre, (O)F. maigre L. macrum, 
nom. macer, rel. to Gr. makros long. 

meal1 powder of ground grain or pulse. OE. 
melu (melw-) = OS. melo (Du. meet), OHG. melo 
(G. meht), ON. mjQl Gmc. *melwam, f. *mel- 
*mal- *mul- IE. *mel- *mol- *m\-, whence 
OHG., Goth, malan, ON. mala, L. molere, OS1. 
mleti, Lith. malti, OIr. mehm grind, W. malu, L. 
mola millstone, sacrificial meal, molina mill, 

Gr. mule, mulos mill(stone). 
meal2 fmeasure; habitual or customary oc¬ 
casion of taking food OE.; repast xii. OE. mxl 
mark, sign, measure, fixed time, etc., corr. to 
OS. -mai sign, measure (Du. maal n. meal, m. 
time), OHG. mai time (G. mai time, mahl meal), 
ON. mai mark, measure, point or portion of 
time, mealtime. Goth, mel time Gmc. *mxlaz, 
-am, f. IE. base *me- measure. The OE. dat. pi. 
mxlum, in the sense ‘measure’, ‘quantity taken 
at a time’, was used in comb, with sbs., e g. 
dropmxlum drop by drop; the only surviving 
comp, in gen. use is piecemeal. 

mealie S.Afr. maize, xix. - Afrikaans mielie - 
Pg. milho millet. 

mealy-mouthed xvi. var. of contemp. fmeal¬ 
mouthed, f. f mealmouth sb. and adj., f. 
MEAL1 + MOUTH + -ED2. 

mean1 have in mind, intend; import. OE. 
mxnan — OS. menian intend, make known 
(Du. menen), (O)HG. meinen (now chiefly, have 
an opinion) WGmc. *mainjan, rel. to OS1. 
miniti; f. EE. *men- (see mind). Hence meaning 

intention, signification, xrv. 
mean2 (dial.) common to two or more xii; in¬ 
ferior xiii; undignified, low xiv; ignoble xvii. OE. 
mxne (rare), ME. mene, for OE. gemxne (ME. 
-mene) = OS.gimeni(Du.gemeen), OHG. gimeini 
(G. gemein), Goth, gamainsGmc. *3amainiz, f. 
*3a- y- + *mainiz IE. *moinis (repr. in *com 
moinis, antecedent form of L. communis com¬ 

mon), f. *moi- *mei- change, exchange; see 
mutation, mutual, municipal. The de¬ 
velopment of meaning from possessed by all’ 
to ‘ordinary’, ‘inferior’, was assisted by the 
coincidence of the native Eng. form with 
MEAN3. 

mean3 tmiddle; fintermediary; intermediate in 



meander 287 medusa 

time (now only in mean time, mean while)-, in¬ 
termediate in kind or degree; mediocre, mid 
dling. xiv. - AN. me(e)n, OF meien, moien 
(mod. moyen) L. medianus median. Hence 
meantime adv. xvi; meanwhile adv. xv; re¬ 
duction of adv phr. in the m. time and m. while 
(xiv). 

meander (pi.) windings (of a river, a maze), 
fintricacies (of affairs) xvi; circuitous course 
xvii. - (partly through F meandre) L. mteander - 
Gr. maiandros, appellative use of the name of 
a river in Phrygia famous for its notoriously 
winding course. Hence vb. xvii. 

measles infectious disease marked by an erup¬ 
tion. xiv. ME. maseles(pi ), prob. - MLG. masele, 
MDu. masei pustule, spot on the skin (Du. ma¬ 
ze len measles) = OHG. masala blood-blister, f. 
Gmc. *mas- spot, excrescence (cf. mazer). The 
change of form from masei to mesel (whence the 
present form) appears to be due to assim. to ME. 
mesel leper (- OF. mesel L. misellus, f. miser 
wretched, miserable). 

measure prescribed or limited extent; action, 
result, or means of measuring xm; ‘measured' 
or rhythmic sound or movement xiv. - (0)F 
mesure: - L. mensura, f. mens-, pp. stem of metiri 
measure, f. IE. *met- (cf. Skr. mdtra measure, 
Gr. metis prudence, OE. maed measure, pro¬ 
portion, power, rank, respect), extension of *me- 
measure (cf. meal2, metre). So measure vb. 
xiii measurable fmoderate xm; that can be 
measured xvi. - (O)F. mesurable - late L. men- 
surabilis mensurable, measurement xvm. 

meat food (arch, and dial. exc. as in meat and 
drink, flesh meat) OE.; flesh food xrv. OE. mete = 
OS meti, ON. matr, Goth, matsGmc. *matiz, f. 
*mat- *met- measure, mete. 

meatus passage, spec, in anat. xvii. - L., ‘pass¬ 
age, course’, f. meare go, pass. 

Mecca name of Muhammad’s birthplace, a 
place of Muslim pilgrimage; (hence) sacred spot 
of resort, xix. - Arab. Makka. 

mechanic pert, to manual work xiv; pert, to 
machines xvii; sb. handicraftsman, artisan xvi; 
skilled workman, esp. having to do with ma¬ 
chinery xvii. - (partly through (O)F. mecanique) 
L. mechanicus - Gr. mekhanikos, f. mekhant ma¬ 

chine; see -ic. So mechanical xv, mechanics, 

mechanism, mechanize xvii. 
Mechlin name of lace made at Mechlin in 
Belgium, xvii. 

meconic (chem.) epithet of an acid obtained 
from opium, xix. f. Gr. mikon poppy + -ic. So 
meconium fopium xvii; first faeces of a new¬ 
born infant (from its dark colour likened to 
opium juice) xvm. - L. - Gr. mekdneion, f mtkon. 

medal fmetal disk used as a charm, etc. xvi; 
coin-shaped piece of metal with an inscription, 
effigy, etc. xvii. - F. medaille - It. medaglia 
Rom. *medallia popL. *metallea (n. pi ), f. L. 
metallum metal So medallion xvii. - F. me¬ 
dallion - It. medaglione, augm. of medaglia. 

meddle tmix, mingle; intr. mix or mingle in 
company or conflict xiv; busy oneself with xv. - 
OF. me(s)dler, var of mesler (mod meler) 
Rom. *misculare, f. L. miscere mix 

mediaeval see medieval. 

medial t(math.) mean xvi; that is in the middle; 
ordinary, xvm. - late L. medidlis, f. medius mid; 

see -al'. So median (first in anat.) m vein xvi; 
(gen.) middle xvii. - F. median or L. medianus, 
cf. mean*. 

mediastinum (anat.) membranous septum 
between cavities, xvi. modL., sb. n. of medL. 
mediastinus medial, f. medius mid. 

mediate fhalve; effect by intercession xvi; be 
an intermediary xvii. f. pp. stem of L, medidre, 
f. medius mid; in part prob. back-formation from 
mediation xiv (- late L. mediatio, on ) or me¬ 

diator xm (- (O)F. mediateur, t-our - ChrL. me¬ 
diator). So mediatrix xv. - late L. 

medical xvii. - F. medical or medL. medicalis, 
f. L. medicus physician, f. base of mederi heal; 
see -ical. So medicament xiv. - F. medicament 
or L. medicamentum, f. medicari administer 
remedies to, whence medicate, medication 

xvii. So medicine medicament xm; art of pre¬ 
serving and restoring health xiv. - OF. mede- 
cine, medicine (mod. medecine) - L. medicina 
physician’s art or laboratory, medicament 
medicinal xrv. - (0)F. - L medico medical 
practitioner or student, xvii. - It. - L. medicus. 
Also medic xvii. 

medick plant of the genus Medicago. xv. - L. 
medica - Gr. medikt Median, 

medieval xix. f. L. medius mid + sevum age; see 
-al'. So medievalist xvm. 

mediocre xvi. - (partly through F. mediocre) 
L. mediocris lit. ‘of middle height’, f. medius 
MiD-t-ocrrs rugged mountain. So mediocrity 

xvi. - (0)F. - L. 
meditate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. meditari, fre¬ 
quent f. IE. *med- *med- *mod- measure (see 
mete). So meditation meditative discourse xm; 
action of meditating xiv. - (O)F. - L 

mediterranean (of water) land locked xvi; (of 
land) midland, inland xvii. f. L. mediterrdneus 
inland, in late L. applied to the Mediterranean 
Sea, Mare Med iter raneum, in which the orig. 
notion may have been ‘in the middle of the 
earth’ rather than ‘enclosed by land’; f. medius 
mid + terra land, earth. 

medium middle degree or condition; fmiddle 
term, mean; intervening substance xvi 
(whence, pervading or enveloping substance 
xix); intermediate agency, means xvii; (in paint¬ 
ing) liquid vehicle xix. - L. medium middle, 
midst, medL. means, sb. use of n. of medius mid. 

medlar (fruit of) the tree so named, Mespilus 
germanica. xiv - OF. medler, f. *medle, for *mes- 
dle. mesle L. mespila, -us, -um - Gr. mespile, 
mespilon. 

medley tcombat, conflict xiv; tcombination, 
mixture xv; (in disparaging sense) xvii. - OF. 
medlee, var of meslee (mod. melee)Rom. *mis- 
culata, sb. use of fern. pp. of *misculare meddle. 

medoc wine produced in Medoc, a district of 
S.W. France, xix. 

medulla marrow, pith. xvii. - L. medulla, perh 
f. medius mid. Hence medullary xvii. 

medusa (A/-) one of the three Gorgons, having 
snakes for the hair of the head xvi (xiv Meduse); 
(m ) jellyfish, sea-nettle xvm. - L Medusa - Gr. 
Medousa. 
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meed fwages, hire OE.; reward, guerdon xrv. 
OE. med = OS. meda, mieda, OHG. meta, mieta 
(G. miete) WGmc. *meda, rel. to OE. meord, 
Goth, mizdo reward; the IE. base *mizdh- is repr. 
also by Gr. misthos, OS1. mizda, Skr. midhd- 
reward. 

meek tgentle, kind; free from pride and self-will 
xii; submissive xiv. Early ME. me(o)c - ON 
*miukr, mjukr soft, pliant, gentle, rel. to Goth. 
*muks in mukamodei meekness, 

meerschaum hydrated magnesium silicate 
found in soft white masses; tobacco-pipe having 
a bowl made of this, xviii. - G. meerschaum, f. 
meer mere1 -i-schaum foam (see scum). 

meet1 tmade to fit xm; (rhet.) suitable, fit xrv. 
Aphetic of earlier ME. imete OE. (Angl.) 
*gemete, (WS.) gemxte = OHG. gamazi (G. ge 
mass), f. *ja- y- + *mxtd measure, f. *m&t- *met- 
measure, mete; the etymol. sense is 
‘commensurate’. 

meet* pt., pp. met come or light upon OE.; come 
face to face or into contact with xm. OE. metan, 
alsogemetan (see y ) = OS. motion (Du. moeten), 
ON. mceta, Goth, gamotjan Gmc. *(3a)mdtjan, 
f. *motam meeting, moot. Hence meeting xm. 

mega-, before a vowel meg-, comb, form of Gr. 
megas great (see magnitude), as in megalithic, 
megaphone, megatherium xix; similarly 
megai(o-), the Gr. stem, as in megalomania 
xix. 

megilp vehicle for oil colours, xvm. of unkn. 
orig. 

megrim severe headache, xrv. Early forms my- 
grame, one - (O)F. migraine, semi-pop. - late 
L. hemicrania - Gr. hemikrania, f. hemi- half, 
hemi- + krdnion skull, cranium. 

meinie (arch.) household, retinue xm; mul¬ 
titude xrv. - (0)F. meine, mesne Rom. *man- 
sionata, f. L. mansio, -on- mansion; see -ys. 

meiosis (rhet.) tdiminishing figure of speech 
xvi; litotes xvii. - Gr. meiosis, f. meioun lessen, 
f. meidn less (see minor). 

melancholy fmorbid condition of having too 
much ‘black bile’; till-temper; sadness and 
depression, xiv. - (O)F. melancolie - late L. 
melancholia - Gr. melagkholia, f. melds, melan- 
black + kholt bile; see gall1, -y5. So melan¬ 
cholic, melancholious xiv. Both adjs. were 
gen. superseded by an adj. use of the sb. (xvi), 
the termination of which suggests an adj. 
formation. 

meld (U.S.) declare at pinocle, xix. - G. melden 
announce. 

melee irregular or confused fighting, xvii. - F. 
melee, earlier mellee medley. 

melic pert, to poetry intended to be sung. xvii. - 

L. me lie us - Gr. melikos, f. melos song; see 
melody, -ic. 

meliorate xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. meliorare, 
f. L. melior better. Cf. ameliorate. 

mellifluous sweet as if flowing with honey, xv. 
f. OF. melliflue or its source late L. mellifluus, f. 
L. mel honey + flu-; see fluent, -ous. 

mellow soft with ripeness xv; ripe, mature xvi; 
(of sound, etc.) rich and soft; genial with liquor 
xvii. perh. from attrib. use of OE. melu (melw-), 
ME. melow meal' 

melodeon wind instrument with keyboard; 

kind of accordion, xix. alt. of melodium (f. 

melody, after harmonium), or f. melody after 

accordion. 
melodrama (orig.) stage play with ap¬ 
propriate music; (later) sensational play with a 
happy ending, xix. alt. (after drama) of earlier 
melodrame - F. melodrame, f. Gr. melos song; 
see next and drama. Hence melodramatic 
xix. 

melody sweet music xiii; tune, air xvii; element 
of musical form xvm. - (O)F. melodic - late L. 
melddia - Gr. meloidid singing, f. meloidos sing¬ 
ing songs, musical, f. melos song, rhythmical 
chant, orig. limb, member; see ode, -y*. So 
melodic xix, melodious xrv. 

melon xiv. - (O)F. late L. meld, -on-, shorten¬ 
ing of melopepo - Gr. melopepon, f. melon 
apple+pepon, sb. use of pepon ripe. 

melt liquefy or be liquefied by heat. OE. (1) str. 
vb. me(a)ltanGmc. *meltan, (2) wk. vb. (Angl.) 
meltan, (WS.) mieltan = ON. melta digest, malt 
(grain) Gmc. *maltjan (cf. ON. maltr rotten, 
OHG. malz melting, Goth, gamalteins dis¬ 
solution). The base *melt- *malt- *mult- repr. IE. 
*meld- *mold- *mld-, whence Gr. meldein melt, 
L. mollis, Skr. mrdu- soft. The str. pp. molten 
survives as adj. 

melton epithet of a hunting jacket formerly 
worn and of a stout cloth, xix. f. name of Melton 
Mowbray, town in Leicestershire, a famous 
hunting centre. 

member organ, limb xm; constituent portion 
or individual xiv; one elected to a parliament, 
etc. xv; division of a sentence xvi. - (O)F. mem 
bre L. membrum, app. rel. to OIr. mir piece of 
meat, Skr. mamsa-, OS1. m$so, Goth, mimz 
meat, Gr. meros thigh. 

membrane xvi (first in sense ‘parchment’). - 

L. membrdna (partly through F.) ‘skin covering 

a part of the body’ (prop. sb. use of fern, of 

adj. in -anus -an), f. membrum member. So 
membranaceous xvii. f. late L. membranous 
xvi. - F. 

memento either of two prayers beginning with 
memento (‘remember’) in the canon of the Mass 
xv; reminder, warning xvi; object serving as a 
memorial xvm. - L. memento, imper. of me- 
minisse remember, rel. to mind. 

memoir tnote, memorandum xvi; (pi.) record 
of events, esp. from a personal or particular 
source; dissertation on a learned subject xvii. - 
F. memoire (m.) specialized use of memoire 
(fern.) memory, arising from the appositionai 
use as in ecrit memoire. So memorable worth 
remembering, xv. - F. or L. memorandum xvi. 
Derived from the heading of a note, ‘(It is) to be 
remembered that. . .’; n. sg. of L. memorandus, 
gerundive of memorare bring to mind, f. memor 
(below), memorial preserving a memory xrv; 
sb. commemorative act, record, etc. xv. - (O)F. 
or L. memoria technica system of mnemonics, 
xvm. modL., ‘artificial memory’ (see techni¬ 

cal). memorize cause to be remembered xvi; 
commit to memory xix; f. next, memory faculty 
by which one remembers; recollection, re¬ 
membrance. xiv. ME. memorie, memoire - OF. 
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memorie, (also mod.) memo ire - L. memoma, f. 
memor mindful, remembering; see -y8 

mem-sahib (in India) European married lady, 
xix. f. mem, repr native pronunc. of ma’am 
+ sahib. 

menace threat, xin ME. manas, manace - OF. 
menace (later and mod. menace) L. minbeia 
(only pi. in classL.), f. mindx, mindc- threat¬ 
ening, f. base of minari threaten, mins? over¬ 
hanging or projecting parts, threats, rel. to mons 
mount. So vb xiv. - AN. manasser, OF. ma 
nacier (mod menacer)Rom. * mindc tare. 

menage housekeeping, domestic establish 
ment. xvii. - F. menage, earlier menaige, ma 
naige Rom. *mansidndticum, f. L. mansio, 
-On■ MANSION. 

menagerie collection of wild animals, esp. for 
exhibition; faviary xvm. - F. menagerie orig. 
domestic management of cattle, etc., f. menage; 
see prec. and -ery. 

mend (arch.) free from fault or defect xii; 
fmake amends for xm; restore to wholeness, 
repair xrv. - AN. mender, aphetic of amender 
AMEND. 

mendacious xvn. f. L. mendax, mendac-, prob. 
orig. speaking incorrectly or falsely, f. mendum 
defect, fault. So mendacity xvii. 

Mendelian xx. pert, to the doctrine of heredity 
of Gregor Johann Mendel (1822 -84); see -ian. 

mendicant adj. begging xvi; sb. beggar xv. - 
pp. of L. mendiedre beg, f. mendicus beggar, f. 
mendum fault, blemish; see -ant. 

menhaden fish of the herring family, xvn. of 
N. Amer. Indian ong. 

menhir tall monumental stone, xix. - Breton 
men hir (maen stone, hir long) = W. maen hir, 
Corn, medn hir. 

menial domestic xiv; proper to a domestic ser¬ 
vant, servile xvii; sb. xiv. - AN. menial, meig 
nial, f. meinie; see meinie, -ial. 

meningitis inflammation of the meninges (.en¬ 
veloping brain and spinal cord) xix. - modL., f. 
meninx, mining-, Gr. menigx, pi. minigges; see 
-ms. 

meno- comb, form of Gr. min month, used in 
path, terms for menses’, as in menopause (Gr. 
pausis), menorrhagia (Gr. rhag-, rhegnunai 
break, burst forth); menorrhoea (Gr. -rhoia 
flow, flux). 

menology calendar, esp. of the Orthodox 
Church, xvii. - modL. menologium - late Gr. 
menologion, f. min, meno- months logos ac¬ 
count; see -logy. 

Menshevik xx. - Russ. Men shevik, f. men she, 
compar. of mdlyi little. Cf. Bolshevik. 

menses monthly discharge from the womb, 
xvi. - L. menses, pi of mensis month. 

menstruum uterine secretion xvi; solvent 
xvn. - L. menstruum, in classL. only pi. men¬ 
strual blood, sb. use of n. of menstruus, f. mensis 
month; cf. prec. The sense ‘solvent’ in medL. 
arose from the alchemists’ view of the trans¬ 
mutation of base metal into gold by a solvent 
liquid, which they compared to the action on 
sperm in the womb of the menstrual blood. 
So menstrual xiv. menstruous xvi. - F. or 
late L. 

mensuration measuring, xvi. - late L. men- 
suratid, on-, f. mensurare measure; see ation 

So mensurable measurable, (hence) having as¬ 
signed limits xvii; (mus.) having fixed rhythm 
and length of notes xviii. - F mensurable or late 
L mensiirabilis. 

-raent suffix forming sbs., repr. (O)F. -ment 
L -mentum, which was added to vb.-stems to 
form sbs expressing the result or product of 
an action or the means or instrument of it, e g 
fragmentum broken piece (i.frag-Jrangere), or 
namentum that with which a thing is arranged 
(f. orndre), pavimentum floor of stones beaten 
down (f. pavire). In popL. it was extended to the 
formation of nouns of action (repl. -tio -tion); 

this was continued in Rom. and is thus widely 
exemplified in Eng adoptions from French, e g 
abridgement, government, management This 
set the fashion for the treatment of -ment as if it 
were native, as in amazement, fulfilment, won¬ 
derment. Formations on adjs. are uncommon, 
as merriment, oddments. The corr. adjs. end m 
-mental. 

mental' pert, to the mind. xv. - (O)F mental 
or late L. mentalis, f. mens, ment- mind; see -al\ 
Hence mentality xvii. 

mental2 pert to the chin, xvm - F. mental, f. 

L. mentum chin; see -al'. 

menthol xix. - G. menthol, f. mentha mint2, see 
-OL. 

mention act of commemorating by speech or 
writing, xiv. - (O)F. - L. mentio, on-, f. base 
*men- of meminisse remember; cf. comment. So 
vb. xvi. - F. mentionner, medL. mentionare. 

mentor experienced and trusted counsellor. 
xviii. - F. mentor, appellative use of L. Mentor - 
Gr. Mentor, name of the Ithacan noble whose 
disguise Athene assumed to act as guide to the 
young Telemachus in the ‘Odyssey’; the name 
was prob. chosen for its etymol. significance (f. 
*men- *mon- remember, think, counsel), 

menu xix. - F , sb. use of menu small, minute2, 

for menu de repas ‘list of items of a meal’. 
Mephistophelean xix. of the character of Me 
phistopheles, an evil spirit to whom Faust, the 
hero of dramas by Marlowe and Goethe, sells 
his soul. 

mephitic offensive to the smell, pestilential, 
xvn. - late L. mephiticus, f. L. mephitis noxious 
vapour; see -ic. 

mercantile xvn. - F. - It. mercantile, f. mer- 
cante merchant; see -ile. 

mercenary adj. xvi; sb. xiv. - L. mercenarius, 
earlier mercennarius, f merces, merced- reward, 
wages; see -ary. 

mercer dealer in silks and other textiles, xm. - 

AN. mercer, (O)F. rnercier Rom. *merciarius. 
f. L merx, mere- merchandise; see -er2. So mer¬ 
cery xm - (Q)F. mercerie. 

mercerize prepare (goods) with chemicals for 
dyeing, xix. f. name of John Mercer, dyer of 
Accrington; see -ize. 

merchandise fexchange of commodities; 
commodities of commerce, xm. ME. mar 
chaundise, mercandise - (O)F. marchandise, 
dial, fmarcandise, f. marchand + -ise, repr. L 
-itia. So merchant xm. ME. marchand, -aunt - 
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(O)F. marchand, fmarch(e)ant Rom. *merca- 
tante, sb. use of prp. of *mercatare, f. mercari, 
mercat-, f. merx, mere- merchandise, whence 
also Mercurius (see mercury). 

Mercian pert, to, native of, the Anglo-Saxon 
kingdom of Mercia xvi; the dialect of Old 
English spoken there xix. f. medL. Mercia, f. 
OE. M(i)erce (pi.) lit. people of 'the march’, 
’borderers’; see march2, -ian. 

mercury (M-) Roman divinity identified with 
the Gr. Hermes, god of eloquence, messenger of 
the gods, patron of traders and roads, guide of 
departed souls (hence messenger, guide xvi); 
planet nearest the sun; quicksilver; (after L. 
herba mercurialis) plant-name. xiv. - L. Mer¬ 
curius, orig. god of commerce, f. merx, merc- 
merchandise; the application to the planet ap¬ 
pears in classL., and like other names of planets, 
Mercurius became in medL. the name of a metal. 
So mercurial xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

mercy xn. - (O)F. merci, now chiefly in sense 
‘thanks’ and in phr. a la merci de in the absolute 
power of L. merces, merced- pay, reward, 
wages, revenue, in ChrL. used for misericordia 
pity and gratiae thanks. Hence merciful xm, 
merciless xiv 

mere' fsea; lake. OE. mere, corr. to OS. meri sea 
(Du meer sea, pool), OHG. mari, meri (G. meer), 
ON. marr sea, Goth, mari-, marei Gmc. 
*mariIE. *mori-, see marine. 

mere2 done without another’s help xv; tun- 
mixed, pure, fabsolute, entire; that is only what 
it is said to be xvi. - AN. meer, OF. mier or its 
source L. merus not mixed, pure. Hence merely 
xvi. 

meretricious characteristic of a harlot, 
showily attractive, xvn. f. L meretricius, f. mer- 
etrix, -trie- harlot, f. merere earn money, serve 
for hire; see -trix, -icious. 

merganser xvm. - modL. merganser, f. mergus 
diver (water-fowl), f. L. mergere dive (see next) 
+ anser goose. 

merge fplunge, immerse xvn; (leg.) extinguish 
or be extinguished by absorption xvm. - L. mer¬ 
gere dip, plunge; f. IE. *mezg-, whence also Lith. 
masgoti wash, Skr. majj- dive, sink; in leg. use 
through AN. merger. Hence merger extinguish 
ment of a right, etc. xvm; combination of one 
trading company with another xix. - sb. use of 
the AN. vb. 

meridian A. tmidday xiv; point of sun’s 
or star’s highest altitude xv; B. great circle of 
the earth or a celestial sphere xrv; individual 
locality xvi; adj. xiv. - (O)F. meridien or L. 
meridianus, f. meridies, nom. f. loc. meridie, 
by dissim. from *mediei die at midday. So 
meridional xiv. - F. - late L 

meringue xvm. - F., of unkn. orig. 
merino variety of sheep prized for its fine wool 
xvm; stuff made from the wool xix. - Sp. merino, 
of disputed orig 

merit fact or condition of deserving xm; fwhat 
is deserved; something that entitles one to 
recompense xiv. - (O)F. merite - L. meritum 
price, value, service rendered, sb. use of n. pp. 
of merere, -eri earn, deserve, rel. to Gr. meires- 
thai obtain as a share, moia share, fate, meros 

part. So merit vb. freward xv; deserve xvi. - F. 
meriter. meritorious xv. f. L. meritorius. 

merle (poet.) blackbird, xv. - (O)F. merle L. 
merula, (late) merulus. 

mermaid xiv f mere' +maid Hence merman 
xvn. 

mero-, before a vowel mer-, comb, form of Gr. 
meros part; in many techn. terms, xix. 

-merous ending of bot. terms denoting (see 
mero-, -ous) ‘having (a specified number of) 
parts’, as pentamerous. 
Merovingian pert, to the line of Frankish 
kings founded by Clovis (c.500) xvn. - F. mero- 
uingien, f. medL. Merovingi pi., f. L. form (Mero- 
veus) of the name of their reputed founder, see 
-ING3, -IAN. 

merry tpleasing, agreeable OE.; full of lively 
enjoyment xiv (hilarious from drink xvi), 
(arch., of a saying) amusing xv; (arch.) 
pleasantly amused xvii. OE. myri(g)e Gmc. 
*muryjaz (cf. mirth). Outside Eng. the only 
cognate corr. in sense is MDu. *merch, whence 
merchte mirth, merchtocht rejoicing, mergelijc 
joyful, mer gen be merry. Hence merriment 
xvi. merry-make xvi, -making xvm; f. phr. 
make m. merry-thought wish-bone. xvn. 

mesalliance marriage with one of inferior 
social status, xvm. - F.; see mis-2, alliance. 

The anglicized form misalliance (used in a 
gen. sense) is somewhat earlier, 

meseems (arch.) it seems to me. xrv. f. me' 

(dative) + 3rd pers. sg. pres. ind. of seem. 

mesembryanthemum (bot.) genus of plants 
of which several species open their flowers only 
about midday, xix. modL., for *mesembri-, f. Gr. 
mesembria noon (f. mesos mid, hemera day) + an- 
themon, f. anthos flower. 

mesentery (anat.) fold of peritoneum, xvi. - 
medL. mesenterium - Gr. mesenterion, f. mesos 
mid + enteron intestine. 

mesh open space or interstice of a network, xvi. 
Early forms also meish, meash, mash; prob. - 
MDu. maesche (Du. maas), and masche, repr. 
Gmc. *maesk- (whence OHG. masca) and *mask- 
(whence OE. max, *maesc net, maescre mesh, 
OHG. masca, G. masche). 

mesmerism (production oD a hypnotic state 
in a person by exercise of another’s will-power. 
xix. f. name of Friedrich Anton Mesmer (1733- 
1815), Austrian physician + -ism. Hence mes¬ 

merize xix. 
mesne (leg.) intermediate, mean. xv. - law F. 
mesne, var. of AN. meen mean3. 

meso-, before a vowel mes-, comb form of Gr. 
mesos middle, mid, used in scientific terms of 
modern formation (xix), many of which have 
correls. in pro-, proto-, meta-; those of meso- 

zoic (geol.) secondary are cainozoic tertiary, 
palaeozoic primary (all xix). 

mess A. portion or serving of food, dish of food 
xm; made dish xv; mixed food for an animal 
xvm; medley, confused or shapeless mass xix; 
B. company of persons eating together xv. - OF. 
mes (in sense A), mod. mets (infl by metre 
place) late L. missus course of food, f 
miss-, pp. stem of mittere send (out), put forth, 
(in Rom.) put, place. Hence mess vb. (dial.) 
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serve up (food) xiv; take one’s meals xvm; make 
a mess (of) xix. messmate (sense B) xvm. 
messy xix. 

message xm - (O)F. Rom. *missaticum, f. 
miss-, see prec. and age. So messenger xm. 
ME. messager (later messanger) - (O)F. mess- 
ager, f. message. 

Messiah xvi Earlier forms Messie xiv 
(- (O)F. Messie), Messias xm - late L. Messias - 
Gr. Messias - Aram, m'siha, Heb. mdsiah 
anointed, f masah anoint. So Messianic xix. - 
modL. Messidnicus. 

messieurs xvn. - F., pi. of monsieur. 

messuage orig. portion of land for a dwelling- 
house, (now) dwelling-house with appurten¬ 
ances and land assigned thereto xiv. - AN. 
mes(s)uage house, household. AL. mes(s)udgium, 
supposed to be misreadings of mesnage, mesna 
gium MENAGE. 

mestizo Sp. or Pg half-caste; offspring of a 
Spaniard and an American Indian xvi. - Sp. 

Rom. *mixticius, f. L. mixtus, pp. of miscere 
MIX. 

meta-, before a vowel usu met-, before h 
meth-, repr. Gr. meta-, met-, meth-, comb, form 
of Gr. meta with, after denoting chiefly sharing, 
joint action, pursuit, quest, (and esp.) change, 
corr. to L. trans-; used freely (and not always in 

accordance with Gr. analogy) in scientific terms 
since c.1850. 

metabolism process of chemical change in an 
organism, xix. f. Gr. metabolt change, f. meta 
ballein, f. meta meta- + ballein throw; see -ism. 

metal xm. - (O)F metal, tmetail or its source 
L. metallum mine, quarry, metal - synon. Gr. 
melallon. So metallic xvi. metalline xv. - F. 
Hence metallize xvi. See mettle. 

metamorphosis - L. (in pi. as the title of a 
work by Ovid) - Gr. metamorphosis, see meta-, 

-morph, -osis. So metamorphose xvi - F 
metamorphoser. 

metaphor xvi. - (O)F. metaphore or L. 
metaphora - Gr. metaphord, f. metapherein 
transfer; see meta-, bear2. So metaphorical, 

-phorically xvi. 
metaphysic sb. xiv. - (O)F. metaphysique - 
medL. metaphysica fern, sg., for earlier n. pi. 
(repr. by metaphysics xvi) - medGr (td) meta- 
phusikd, for ta meta td phusika ‘the things 
(works) after the Physics'; see meta-, physic(s). 

So metaphysic adj. xvi, -ical xv, -ician xvi. 
Aristotle’s Metaphysics followed in the received 
arrangement the treatises on natural science 
known as td phusika ‘the physics’, 

metatarsus xvn. - modL.; see meta , tarsus. 

metathesis xvn. - late L. - Gr. metathesis, f. 
metatithenai transpose; see meta-, thesis. So 
metathetic xix. 

mete (arch.) measure out. OE. metan = OS 
metan, OHG. mezzan (Du. meten, G. messen), 
ON. meta, Goth, mitan Gmc *metan, the IE. 
base *med- is repr. also by L. meditari meditate, 

Gr. medesthai care for, OIr. midiur I judge, be 
side *mod-, of L. modus mode. 

metempsychosis transmigration of the soul, 
xvi. - late L. - Gr. metempsukhosis, f. meta 
meta- + en in' + psukht soul (see psychic). 

meteor fatmospheric phenomenon xv; fireball, 
shooting star xvi. - modL. meteorum or Gr. me 
teoron, sb use of n. of meteoros raised up, lofty, 
f. meta meta- -t- *eor-, var. of base of aeirein raise. 
Hence, or partly - medL. meteoricus, meteoric 
felevated, lofty xvii; tpert. to the atmosphere 
xvm; pert, to meteors xix. meteorite xix. 
meteorology xvii. - F. or modL. - Gr. me- 
teorologia meteorological xvi. 

meter1 measurer, xiv. f. mete+er1. 
meter2 apparatus for measuring quantities. 
xix First in gas m.\ perh a use of meter1 sugg¬ 
ested by gasometer (see next). 

-meter terminal el. in names of instruments for 
scientific measuring, the earliest of which (xvii) 
were adopted, partly through F., from modL. 
terms in -metrum (intended to repr. Gr. metron 
metre1), e g. barometer, thermometer, which are 
not, however, formed according to Gr. ana 
logies. In xvm and xix hybrid formations came 
in, such as calorimeter, galvanometer, gaso¬ 
meter, taximeter. The corr. nouns of action end 
in -metry. 

methane xix. f. meth(yl) + -ane. 

metheglin spiced or medicated mead, xvi - W. 
meddyglyn, f. meddyg medicinal (- L. medicus 
medical) + llyn liquor. 

methinks (arch.) it seems to me. OE. mepyncd, 
ME., early mod. Eng. me thinketh, repl. by me¬ 
thinks (xv); see me and think; pt. methought 
(xm), repl OE. mepuhte. 

method fsystematic treatment of a disease; 
special form of procedure; orderly ar 
rangement. xvi - F methode or L. methodus - 

Gr. methodos pursuit of knowledge, mode of 
investigation, f. meta meta -ehodos way. So 
methodical (hist.) belonging to a school of physi¬ 
cians (between dogmatists’ and empirics’); 
pert, to method xvi. f. late L methodicus - Gr. 
methodist physician of the methodical school; 
one who follows a certain method xvi; member 
of the Holy Club established at Oxford in 1729; 
member of religious bodies originating in this. - 
modL. methodista, hence methodism xvm. 

methyl xix. - F. methyle, G. methyl, back- 
formations from F. methylene, G. methylen 
(whence methylene xix), f. Gr. methu wine, 
mead1 +hule wood. Hence methylated pp. (see 
ATE3) 

meticulous ftimid xvi; over-careful about de 
tails xix. f. L. meticuldsus, f. metus fear, after 
periculosus perilous. 

metier one’s trade, business, or line. xvm. - 
F. Rom. * mister ium mystery2. 

metonymy (rhet.) substitution for the name of 
a thing the name of an attribute of it, etc. xvi 
First in late L. form metonymia - Gr. meto- 
riumia, f. meta meta- + onoma, onuma name; see 
-Y3. 

metope (archit.) square space between tri 
glyphs of the Doric frieze, xvi (methopa). - L 
metopa Gr. metope, f. meta between, meta 
+ opai holes in a frieze to receive the beam ends. 

metre1, U S. meter form of poetic rhythm, 
metrical form, verse, xiv. - (O)F. metre - L. me 
trum - Gr. metron, f. IE. *md measure + instr. 
suffix. Also in comps, hexameter, pentameter. 
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etc. So metrical pert, to metre xv; relating to 
measurement xvn. - L. metricus - Gr. metrist 
xvi. - medL. metrista. 

metre2, U S. meter unit of length of the metric 
system xvm. - F metre - Gr metron (see prec.). 
So metric xrx. 

metro short for Metropolitan Railway, xx. 
metro- comb, form of Gr metron measure (see 
metre’), as in metronome (xix). 

metropolis (hist.) see of the bishop of a pro¬ 
vince; chief city. xvi. - late L metropolis - Gr. 
metropolis, f. m$ter mother c polis city (cf. 
politic). So metropolitan xvi. - late L. 
metropolitans, f. Gr. metropolttes citizen of 
a metropolis, metropolitan bishop. 

mettle quality of temperament xvi; (of a horse) 
vigour, spirit; (of persons) xvi. In earliest use 
(late xvi) mettal(i), -ell, vars. of metal, which 
began to be established as mettle in early xvn to 
distinguish the fig. uses. 

mew’ sea-gull. OE. mxw, corr. to OS. meu 
(MLG., MDu. mewe, Du. meeuw)Gmc. *moi(j)- 
wiz. 

mew2 cage for hawks while moulting; coop, 
breeding-cage. xiv. - (O)F. mue, f. muer moult, 
in OF. also change L. mutare (see mutation). 
So mew vb. cast (feathers), esp. of a hawk. xiv. - 
(0)F. muer. A second vb. mew put a hawk ‘in 
mew’, cage, (transf.) shut up, confine xv, is f. 
the sb. 

mew3 utter the characteristic cry of the cat. xiv. 
echoic; cf. miaow. 

mewl whimper, whine, mew. xvii. Echoic; cf. 
miaul, miaow. 

mews royal stables at Channg Cross, London 
xrv; stabling built round an open space xvii. pi. 
of mew2. 

mezzanine low storey between two higher 
ones. xvm. - F. - It. mezzanino, dim. of mez- 
zano middle. 

mezzotint fhalf-tint; method of engraving a 
metal plate for printing, xvm. Earlier in It. form 
mezzotinto (xvii); f. mezzo half + tinto tint. 

mho (electr.) unit of conductivity, xix. reversal 
of ohm. 

mi, me2 (mus.) third note of the scale in sol- 
mization xvi See ut. 

miaow xvn. echoic; cf. F. miaou, and Eng. 
miaul (xvn) - F miauler, also mew3. 

miasma noxious exhalation xvn. - Gr. miasma 
defilement, pollution, rel. to miainein pollute. 

mica fsmall plate of talc, etc., mineral con¬ 
sisting essentially of silicate of aluminium oc¬ 
curring in glittering scales or in crystals, xvm. - 
L. mica grain, crumb; the use in min. was prob 
orig. contextual (‘a particle’ of . . .); perh assoc 
with L. micare shine. Hence micaceous xvm. 

Michaelmas feast of St. Michael the arch 
angel, 29 September (a quarter-day). OE sancte 
Micheles maesse Saint Michael’s mass (see 
mass'), ME. Mi(3h)elmasse (xiii), Mykylmes 
(xv). 

mickle, muckle (dial.) great, much, north, 
and eastern ME. mikel (xiii), later north, mekil - 

ON. mikell = OE. micel much. The var. ME. mu 
kel (xiv) arose from assoc, with muchel, much. 
Also adv. xiii, sb. xiv 

micro-, before a vowel micr-, comb, form of 
Gr mikros, var. of smikros small, poss. rel to 
small; used in many scientific terms, micro¬ 

cosm man viewed as an epitome of the 
universe, xv. - F microcosme or medL. micro(s) 
cosms - Gr. mikros kosmos little world, mi¬ 

crometer xvn. - F. micrometre, microphone 

xvii. microscope xvii. 
microbe minute living being, esp. bacterium, 
xix. - F., f. Gr. mikros micro-4 bios life (see 
bio). 

micturition desire to make water, making 
water, xvm. - L. micturitio, on-, f. pp. stem of 
micturire, desiderative formation on mict-, 
minct-, pp stem of mingere make water, 

mid the middle or midst of. OE. *midd, only in 
obi. forms midde, middes, midne, midre, mid- 
dum (cf. amid), corr. to OS. middi, OHG. mitti, 
ON. midr, Goth, midjis Gmc. *midja-, *medja- 

IE. *medhjo-, whence also L. medis, Gr. 
messos, mesos, OIr. mide, OS1. mezdu between, 
Skr. mddhya-. midday, midnight, mid¬ 

summer, midwinter occur in OE. both as two 
words (with mid inflected) and as comps, mid¬ 

land (xvi), contr. of ME. middel land (xiii). mid¬ 

most (xvii), alt. (by assoc, with -most) of OE., 
ME. midmest, for formation and development cf. 
foremost, midway adv. in the middle of the 
distance xiii. ME. midwei, for o midweie, OE. on 
midwege. 

midden dunghill, manure heap. xiv. ME. myd- 
ding, of Scand. orig.; cf. Da. medding, earlier 
megdyng(e), f. meg muck 4-dynge heap (cf. 
dung). 

middle OE. middel adj. and (by ellipsis) m. sb. 
= OS. middil-, in comps. (Du. middel adj. and 
sb), OHG. mittil (G. mittel adj. and sb.):- WGmc. 
*middila, f. *middiGmc. *midja- mid 4- il -le2. 

middling fintermediate xv; of medium size or 
quality, xvi (first in Sc. use), prob. f. mid 4- -ling2. 

Cf. OE. mydlinga moderately, 
midge OE. mycg(e), corr. to OS. muggia (Du. 
mug), OHG. mucca (G. miicke), ON. my Gmc. 
*mujjaz, *mu3jdn, rel. to L. msca fly, Gr. muia. 
Hence midget sand-fly (in Canada); extremely 
small person, xix. 

midrash Jewish commentary on the Hebrew 
scriptures, xvii. - Heb. midhras, f. daras in¬ 
vestigate, search. 

midriff diaphragm. OE. midhrif, f. *midd 
mid 4- /zrj/belly (= OHG. href, of unkn. orig ). 

midshipman xvii. Earlier fmidshipsman, f. 

tmidships (see amidships) 4- man. 

midst middle point or position, xrv. ME. mid- 
dest, alt of fmiddes (xiv), which was evolved 
from advb. phr. in middes, on middes, see mid. 

midwife xiv. prob. f. mid (prep, and adv.) with, 
together 4- wife in the sense ‘woman’, the notion 
being ‘a woman who is with the mother at the 
birth’. Hence midwifery xv. 

mien person’s bearing or look, xvi Earlier 
men(e), meane, mine-, prob. aphetic of fdemean 
sb. (xv; f. the vb.), later assim. to F. mine look, 
aspect. 

might' quality of being able, power, strength. 
OE. mi(e)ht, non-WS. maeht = OS., OHG. maht 
(Du., G. macht), Goth, mahts Gmc. *maxt-, f. 
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*ma3- be able; see may', -t\ Hence mighty OE 
mihtig. 

might* see may' 

mignonette xvm. - F mignonnette, fem. dim. 
of mignon delicately small, of unkn. orig.; see 
-ette. 

migraine xvm. - F. (see megrim). 
migration xvii. - F. migration or L. migratin, 

on-, f. migrdre, prob. based on *mei- change (cf. 
mutable); see ation. So or hence migrate 
( ate8) xvii. 

mikado xvm. - Jap., orig. the gate (of the im 
perial palace), f. mi (honorific prefix) + kado 
gate. 

milch giving milk, in milk. xin. ME mielch, 
melche, mile he, repr. OE. *mielce Gmc. *melu- 
kjaz, f. *meluk- milk 

mild tgracious, kind, gentle, not rough OE ; 
ftame xm; operating gently xiv; not rough, 
strong, or severe xv. OE. milde = OS. mildi, 
OHG. milti (Du., G. mild), ON mildr, Goth 
-mildeis, -miIds Gmc. *mildjaz, *mildiz, f. IE. 
*meldh- *moldh- *mldh-, whence Gr malthakos 
soft, Skr. mardh neglect, despise, OIr. meldach 
pleasing, 0S1. mladu young, tender, L. mollis 
soft 

mildew fhoney-dew OE ; morbid growth on 
plants, etc. xiv. OE. mildeaw, meledeaw = OS. 
milidou (Du. meeldauw), OHG. militou (G., with 
assim. to me hi meal’ mehltau), Sw. mjoldagg, 
f. Gmc. *melib honey + *dawwaz dew. 

mile Homan measure of 1,000 paces (mille pas 
sus or passuum) estimated at 1,618 yards; unit 
of measure derived from this, viz. 1,760 yards 
in English-speaking countries. OE. mil fem. = 
MDu. mile (Du mi;/). OHG. mil(l)a (G. meile) 
WGmc. *milja - L. mil(l)ia, pi. of mil(l)e 
thousand. 

milfoil yarrow, xm. - OF. milfoil (now mille- 
feuille, after feuille leaf) L. mii(l)efolium, f 
mil(l)e thousand +folium leaf (see foil2), after 
Gr. muriophullon (murios myriad, phullon leaf); 
the ref. is to the finely-divided leaves, 

miliary resembling millet seed. xvii. - L. mi- 

liarius, f. milium millet; see -ary 
milieu xix. - F., f. mi (:- L. medius) midh-lieu 
(:- L. locus) place. 

militant engaged in warfare xv; combative 
xvii. - F militant or L. militans, -ant-, prp. of 
militdre serve as a soldier, f. miles, milit- soldier, 
see -ant. So militarism xix. - F militarisme, 
f. militaire. militarist fsoldier xvii; (now) one 
dominated by military ideas, military xvi. f. F. 
militaire or L. militaris. militate ( ate*) fserve 
as a soldier; fconflict with, be evidence against 
xvii. militia fmilitary discipline or service; 
military force, esp. citizen army. xvi. - L.; see 
-ia1. 

milk sb. OE. (Angl.) mile, (WS.) meol(o)c = OS. 
miluk (Du. rnelk), OHG. miluh (G. milch), ON. 
mjolk, Goth, miluks Gmc. *meluks, f. *melk- 
(repr. by the vbs. OE. melcan, OHG. melchan) 
IE. *melg- *mlg-, whence OIr. melg sb. and the 
vbs. L. mulgere, Gr. amelgein, OIr. bligim. Hence 
vb. OE. milcian. milksop orig. sop dipped in 
milk, (hence) one who is fed on such food, 
tyoung infant, (transf.) effeminate fellow xiv. 
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milky xiv (M. Way (xiv) tr. L. via lactea; cf. 
GALAXY). 

mill building fitted with apparatus for grinding 
corn OE ; the apparatus itself xvi; building in 
which an industry or manufacture is carried on 
xvi. OE. mylen m and fem. *mulino, -ina, for 
late L. molinus, -ina, -inum, f. and repl. L. mola 
grindstone, mill (see meal1) Hence millstone 

late OE mill vb xvi. 
millboard stout pasteboard xvm. alt. of milled 
board, i.e. board flattened by rolling or beating, 

millennium period of 1000 years, spec, that 
during which Christ will reign on earth (Rev. 
20: 1-5). xvii. - modL., f. L. mille thousand, after 
biennium (see biennial). So millenarian pert, 
to (sb one who believes in) the millennium. 
xvii. f late L. millenarius, f. milleni, distribu 

tive of mille; see arian; whence also millenary 

xvi. 
millepede xvii. - L. millepeda woodlouse, f. 
mille thousand + pes, ped- foot 

miller xiv ME. mulnere, mylnere, millere, prob. 
(with assim. to mill) - MLG., MDu. molner, 
mulner (Du molenaar, mulder), in OS. mulineri, 
corr. to OHG. mulinari (G. muller), ON. myl 
nari - late L. molinarius, f. molina mill; see -er1. 

millesimal thousandth (part), xvm. f. L. mille- 
simus, f. mille thousand; see -al‘. 

millet xiv. - (O)F. millet, dim. of (dial.) milL. 
milium, re! to Gr. meltrie, Lith. malnos pi. 

milli- comb form of L. mille thousand, used esp. 
Ln the metric system to denote the thousandth 
part of a unit, eg. milligramme, millimetre (xix). 

milliner fvendor of fancy ware such as was 
orig made at Milan; maker-up of articles of fe 
male apparel (now esp. hats), xvi. f. Milan in 
Italy, famous for textile fabrics + -er‘. Hence 
millinery xvii. 

million a thousand thousands xiv; the mul¬ 
titude xvii. - (O)E. million, prob - It. fmillione, 
now milione, f. mille thousand + augm. suffix 
-one. So millionaire xix. - F. millionnaire. 

milt A. spleen in mammals OE.; B. (perh. from 
Du.) soft roe. xv. OE. milt(e), corr. to MDu milte 
(Du. milt) spleen, milt of fish, OHG. milzi n. (G 
milz fem ), ON miltiGmc. *miltjaz, *miltjon, 
perh. rel. to meltan melt. 

mime jester, buffoon; farcical drama of the 
Greeks and Romans, xvii. - L. mimus - Gr. 
mimos imitator, actor. Hence vb. xvii. So 
mimeograph stencil device, xix irreg. f. Gr. 
rnimeomai I imitate, mimetic pert, to imitation 
or mimicry, xvii. - Gr mimetikos. mimic pert 
to a mime or buffoon; imitative; sb burlesque 
performer; imitator xvi - L mimicus - Gr. 
mimikos. Hence mimic vb , mimicry xvii. 

mimosa sensitive plant, Mimosa pudica, and 
its allies, xvm. - modL mimosa, app f. L. mimus 
mime + osa, fem. of osus -ose\ and so named 
from its imitation of animal sensitiveness, 

mina, myna(h) Indian starling, xvm. - Hindi 
maina. 

minaret xvii. - F. minaret or Sp. minarete. It. 
minaretto - Turk, minare - Arab manara min 

aret, lighthouse, f. base of nur light, 

minatory xvi. - late L. mindtorius, f. mindt-, 
pp. stem of minari menace; see -ory2 
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mince cut up small xiv; tminimize, disparage; 
extenuate, moderate; talk, walk, etc., affectedly 
xvi. - OF. mincier Rom. *minutidre, f. L. min- 
utia see minutia. Hence sb. minced meat. xix. 
Mincemeat, mince-pie (both xvn) are for minced 
meat, minced pie. 

mind memory (surviving in phr. in m., to m., 
time out of m ); thought, purpose, intention; 
mental faculty, xii. ME. mind(e), mund(e), 
mend(e), aphetic of imund, etc. OE. gemynd, 
corr. to OHG. gimunt, Goth, gamunds memory 

Gmc. *3amundiz, f. *3a- v- + *mun-, weak 
grade of the series *men- *man- *mun- IE. 
*men- *mon- *mn- revolve in the mind, think 
(repr. also by e g L. mens, ment- mind). Hence 
mind vb. remind; remember, give heed to xrv; 
(dial.) perceive, notice xv; contemplate xvi; be 
careful about xvm. 

mine' poss. pron. OE min = OS., OHG min 
(Du. mijn, G. mein), ON. minn, Goth, meins 
Gmc. *minaz, f. IE. locative *mei of me me1 4- adj. 
suffix *-no-. In xiii the final n of the adj. was 
already dropped before a cons, in southern and 
midland Eng ; but it was retained in the north, 
and survived till xv in Sc. See my. 

mine2 dig in the earth for ore, coal, etc. xm. - 
(0)F miner, perh. orig. Gallo-Rom. deriv of a 
Celt word repr. by Ir., Gael, mein ore, mine, 
W. mwyn ore, fmine. So (or hence) mine sb. 
excavation for mining; ftnineral, ore xiv. miner 
(-er2) maker of underground mines xm; ex¬ 
cavator for mineral xiv. 

mineral xv. - OF. mineral or medL. miner ale, 
sb. use of n. sg. of minerdlis, f. minera ore, Rom. 
*minaria, f. *mina, *mindre mine2; see -al1. So 
adj. xvi. - F. or medL. Hence mineralogy, 
mineralogist xvii. 

mingle xv. ME. menglen, f. mengen, mingen 
mix - ON. menga = OE. mengan, (O)HG. men¬ 
gen Gmc. *marjgjan + -le’, perh. suggested by 
(M)Du. mengelen. 

miniature reduced image, small rep¬ 
resentation xvi; fillumination in manuscripts 
xvii; portrait on a small scale xvm; adj. xvm. 
- It. miniatura - medL. miniatura, f. miniare 
rubricate, illuminate, f. L. minium native 
cinnabar, red lead. So miniaturize, 
miniaturization xx. 

minify diminish in estimated size, etc. xvii. 
irreg. f. L. minor less, minimus least, after 
MAGNIFY. 

minikin (dial.) playful term for a female xvi; 
diminutive thing xvm; adj dainty, mincing, 
diminutive xvi. - Du. minneken, f. minne love 
(rel. to mind) + -ken, kijn. 

minim A. (mus.) note half the value of a semi¬ 
breve xv; B. friar of the O'rdo Minimorum Ere- 
mitarum; C. thing of the least size or 
importance xvi; single down stroke of the pen 
xvii. - medL. ellipt. or absol. uses of L. minimus, 
-a, -um least; see minor. So minimize xix. 
minimum fatom; least amount attainable, etc. 
xvii; lowest or least value, etc. xvm. - L., n. of 
minimus used sb. minimal ( al1) xvii. 

minion tlover, lady-love xvi; favourite; print¬ 
ing type. xvii. - F. mignon, of unkn. orig. 

minister fservant, subordinate officer xm; 

one engaged in the celebration of worship or 
charged with spiritual functions xiv; officer of 
state xvii. - (O)F. ministre - L. minister servant, 
f. *minis-, var. of minus less, adv. of minor 
minor, in formation parallel to the correl. ma- 
gister master. So vb. (arch.) serve, supply, ad¬ 

minister. xiv. ministerial xvi. - F. ministeriel 
or late L. ministerialis. ministration xiv. - OF. 
or L. ministry rendering of service; function of 
a minister of religion xiv; body of ministers xvi 
(in politics xvm). - L. ministerium. 

miniver fur used for lining and trimming, xm. 
ME. meniver, menuver (the forms with min- date 
from xv) - AN. menuver, (0)F. menu vair, 
i.e. menu little (:- L. minutus minute2), vair 
variegated fur (:- L. varius various). 

mink skin or fur of stoat-like animal xv; the 
animal itself xvii. of uncert. orig.; cf. Sw. menk, 
mank mink, LG. mink otter, 

minnow xv. Early form menow, later minew, 
perh. orig. repr. OE. *mynwe (beside recorded 
OE. myne) - OHG. muniwa, but infl. by ME. 
menuse, menise - OF. menuise Rom. *minutia 
n. pi. small objects (cf. minutiae). 

minor less, smaller; applied first to Franciscan 
friars (friars minor, tminors), xm. - OF menour 
(:- L. mindrem) in freres menours (medL. fratres 
minores)\ in other uses - L. minor, which func¬ 
tions as compar. of parvus small, and is rel. to 
minuere lessen, Gr. minuthein, and meion less 
So minoress nun of the second order of St. 
Francis, xiv. minority xvi. - F. or medL. 

Minorca black variety of domestic fowl named 
after Minorca, one of the Balearic islands, xix. 

Minotaur fabulous monster confined in the 
Cretan labyrinth, xrv. - OF. Minotaur (now 
-taure) - L. Minotaurus - Gr. Mindtauros, f. 
Minos Minos, king of Crete, whose wife Pa- 
siphae was the mother of the Minotaur + taiiros 
bull. 

minster fmonastery; church originating in a 
monastic establishment; large church. OE 
mynster = OHG. munistri (G. munster), MDu. 
monster, ON. mustari - popL. *monisterium for 
ecclL. monasterium monastery. 

minstrel xm. ME. men(e)stral, min(i)stral, -el, - 
OF. menestral, -(e)rel, mini-, entertainer, handi¬ 
craftsman, servant - Pr. menest(ai)ral officer, 
employed person, musician - late L. ministerid 
lis official, officer, f. ministerium ministry; 

see -al1. So minstrelsy art of a minstrel; body 
of minstrels xiv; minstrel poetry xix (Scott). 
- OF. menestralsie. 

mint1 fcoin OE.; place where money is coined 
xv. OE. mynet, corr. (with variation of gender) 
to OS. munita (Du. munt), OHG. munizfza) (G 
munze) - WGmc. *munita - L. moneta, see 
money. Hence mint vb. coin xvi; not continuous 
with OE. mynetian. mintage xvi. 

mint2 aromatic plant. OE. minte = OHG. minza 
(G. minze)WGmc. *minta - L. ment(h)a - Gr. 
minthe (also minthos). 

minuet xvii. - F., sb. use of adj. menuet small, 
fine, delicate, dim. of menu minute2, but infl. in 
form and pronunc. by It. minuetto (- F ); see -et. 

minus with the deduction of xv; verbal ren¬ 
dering of the sign - xvi; (electr.) negative(ly) 
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xviii. - L ‘less’, n. of minor (see minor) used as 
adv. 

minuscule (of a letter) small, not capital xviii; 

(gen.) extremely small xix. - F minuscule - L. 
rninuscula, fern, of minusculus rather less, dim. 
of MINOR. 

minute1 A. 60th part of an hour or a degree xrv; 
B rough draft, memorandum xvi. - (O)F - late 
L. sb. use of L. minuta, fern, of minutus minute2. 

Sense A rests ult. on medL. pars minuta prima 
‘first minute part', the of a unit in the 
(Babylonian) system of sexagesimal fractions 
(cf. second1 sb ). Sense B depends (perh. 
through F.) on the medieval use of L. minuta, 
which may be for minuta scriptura draft m 
small writing as dist. from the engrossed copy. 
Hence minute vb. xvn. 

minute2 tchopped small xv; flesser xvi; very 
small; very precise xvn. - L. minutus (whence 
F. menu), pp. of minuere lessen, diminish (see 
minor). 

minutia, usu. pi minutiae very small mat¬ 

ters. xviii. - late L. minutia, pi. -iae. f. minutus 
minute2; see -y3. 

minx tpet dog; pert young woman, xvi. of unkn. 
ong. 

miocene see eocene. 

miracle marvellous event to be ascribed to 
supernatural intervention xii, wonderful thing; 
medieval play based on the life of Christ or the 
saints xiv. - (O)F. - L. mlrdculum object of won¬ 
der, f. mirari, are wonder, look at, f. mirus won¬ 
derful. So miraculous xvi. - (O)F or medL. 

mirage xix. - F mirage, f. rnirer refl. look at 
oneself in a mirror - L. mirare, see prec., -age. 

mire fswamp, bog; mud. xiv. ME. mure, myre - 
ON. myrr, rel. to moss. 

mirk see murk. 

mirror xm. ME. mirour - OF mirour (mod. 
miroir) Rom. *miratdrium, f. mirare, mirat- 
look at, (in pre-classical L.) wonder (see 
miracle); from xvi the sp. was modelled on 
words in -or2 

mirth joy, happiness OE.; rejoicing, gaiety xm: 
gaiety of mind; diversion, sport xiv. OE. 
myr(i)gd (cf. MDu. merchte)Gmc. *mur3ipo, f. 
*mur3jaz merry; see -th1 

mis-1 OE. mis- (ME. misuse)-, mes-) = OS. mis-, 
OHG. missi- (Du mis-, G. miss ), ON. mis-, Goth. 
missa- Gmc. *missa- (whence *missjan 
miss' vb), meaning predominantly ‘amiss’, 
’wrong(ly)’, ‘improper(ly)’, which is the only 
sense recognized in new formations, but in OE 
there are also exx. of a negative and of a 
pejorative intensive use. Cf. next. 

mis-2 in a few comps, adopted from French, 
repr. OF. mes- (mod. me(s)-, mes) Rom. 
* minus , a use of L. minus (see minus) in the 
senses ‘bad(ly)’, ’wrong(ly)’, ‘amiss’, ‘ill-’, and 
with negative force; at first mes-, later assim. to 
MIS-1. 

misadventure ill-luck xm; (leg.) homicide 
committed accidentally in the course of a lawful 
act xvi. ME misaventure - OF. mesaventure, f. 
mesavenir turn out badly (f. mes- mis-2 + avenir 
L. advenire; cf. advent), after aventure 
adventure. 

misalliance see mesalliance. 

misanthrope xvn. - F. misanthrope or Gr. 
misanthropos, f. mis{o)-, comb, form of base of 
misein hate +anthropos man So misanthropy 

xvn. - F. or Gr. 
miscall misname xiv; (dial.) revile xv. mis-1. 

miscarry tgo astray; tcome to harm xiv; be 
prematurely delivered xvi; go wrong, fail xvn. - 
OF. mescarier\ see mis-2, carry. Hence mis¬ 

carriage tmisconduct; mismanagement; un 
timely delivery; failure to arrive, xvn. 

miscegenation mixture of races, xix (orig. 
U.S.). irreg. f. L. miscere mix + genus racer 
-ation. 

miscellaneous xvn. f. L. miscellaneus, f. mis- 
cellus mixed, f. miscere mix; see -aneous. So 
miscellany xvi. - (with assim. to -y3) F. 
miscellanees fern, pi., or L. miscellanea n. pi. 

mischance XIII. - OF. mesch(e)ance, f. mes 
cheoir; see mis-2, chance. 

mischief tmisfortune, distress xm; harm, in¬ 
jury xiv; cause of harm xvi; conduct causing 
petty trouble, playful maliciousness xviii. - OF 
mesch(i)ef, (mod. mechef), f. meschever meet with 
misfortune, f. mes- mis-2 + chever 'come to a 
head', happen Rom. *capare, f. *capum, L. ca¬ 
put head. So mischievous tunfortunate xiv; 
harmful xv; disposed to acts of playful malice 
xvn. - AN. meschevous, f. OE. meschever. See 
-ous. 

miscreant theretic(al), infidel xiv; villain(ous) 
xvi - OF mescreant (mod. mecreant) mis 
believing, unbelieving, prp of mescroire (mod. 
mecroire) disbelieve, f. mes- mis-2 + croire L. 
credere believe 

misdeed OE. misdeed = OHG. missitdt, Goth. 
missadeps: see mis-1, deed. 

misdemeanour xv mis 2 Hence mis¬ 

demeanant xix. 
misdoubt (dial , arch.) have doubts about, be 

suspicious of. xvi. mis-1. 

miser A. twretch; B. avaricious person, xvi. - 
L. miser wretched, unfortunate. So miserable 

A. wretched xvi; B. tmiserly xv. - OF. miser¬ 
able - L. miserdbilis pitiable, f. miserari be piti 
ful Hence miserly xvi miserere fifty-first 
(fiftieth) psalm, beginning Miserere mei Deus 
‘Have mercy upon me, O God’ xm; prayer for 
mercy xvn; misericord (seat) xviii. imper. sg. of 
L. misereri have pity, f. miser, the last sense is a 
misuse, misericord tpitv, mercy xiv; dagger 
for giving the coup de grace xv, choir seat giving 
support to one standing xvi. - OF. misericorde - 
L. misericordia, f. misericors pitiful, f. miseri-, 
stem of misereri + cors, cord heart, misery 

wretchedness of external conditions xrv; ex 
treme unhappiness xvi, tmiserliness xvi. - AN. 
*miserie, for (O)F. misere, or - L. miseria, f. 
miser, see -y3. 

misfeasance (leg.) transgression, trespass, 
xvi. - OF mesfaisance, f. prp. of mesfaire (mod. 
mefaire), f. mes- mis-2+/airc L. facere do1; see 
-ANCE. Cf. MALFEASANCE. 

misfortune xv mis 2 
misgive A (of the heart, mind) suggest doubt 
or foreboding; B. (dial.) fail, miscarry, xvi. 
f. mis-1 r give (in A with the ME sense of 
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‘suggest’, in B with meaning as in give out, give 
over). 

mishap fill luck; unlucky accident, xiv. f. 
mis-1 + hap, prob. after OF mescheance 
MISCHANCE 

mish-mash medley, hodge-podge, xv. redupl. 
of mash, with variation of vowel. 

mishna(h) collection of precepts forming the 
basis of the Talmud, xvn. - post-biblical Heb. 
misndh repetition, instruction, f. sdnah repeat, 
teach or learn (oral tradition), 

mislike (chiefly lit. or dial) not to like. OE. 
mis'. 

misnomer (leg.) mistake in naming xv; use of 
a wrong name xvn. - AN., sb. use of OF. mes- 
nom(m)er, f. mes- mis-2 + nommer L. nominare, 
see nominate, -er*. 

misogynist woman-hater, xvii. f. Gr. miso- 
giines, f. miso-, comb form of misein hate +gune 
woman; see -ist 

misprision' (leg.) wrongful action or omission 

xv (m. of treason or felony xvi; often taken to 

mean ‘failure to denounce'); (arch.) mis¬ 

understanding, mistake xvi. - AN. mesprisioun 
= OF. mesprison error, wrong action or speech, 

f. mesprendre (mod. meprendre), f. mes- mis-2 

+ prendre take. 

misprize (arch.) despise, xv. - OF. mesprisier 
(mod. mepriser), f. mes- mis-2 +priser prize2. 

Hence misprision2 contempt, xvi 
misrule fdisorderly conduct; bad government, 
xiv (Lord of M. xv). f. mis-1 + rule. 

miss' A. fail to hit or reach OE.; fail to attain 
xiii; B. discover the absence of xii; C. omit xvi. 
OE. missan = (M)LG., (M)Du. missen, (O)HG. 
missen, ON. missa Gmc. *missjan, f. *missa- 
(cf. mis '), ppl. formation with *-to- on an IE. base 
*mith-, repr by Skr. mitha-, OS1. mite alter¬ 
nating, cogn. with Skr. methati alternates, L. 
mutdre (see mutation), Goth, maidjan falsify. 
So miss sb. OE. miss loss, corr. to MLG., MHG. 
misse (Du. mis), ON. missa, -ir. 

miss2 (dial.) kept mistress; title prefixed to the 
name of an unmarried woman, xvii. Clipped 
form of mistress. Hence missy (y9) xvii. 

missal xiv (messel). - (partly through OF. mes- 
sel, mod. missel) medL. missale, use of n. sg of 
missalis pert, to the Mass, f. missa mass'; see 
-al‘. 

missel-thrush thrush (Turdus viscivorus) 
that feeds on mistletoe berries, xvin. Earlier 
missel-bird (xvii); f. f missel (OE. mistel) 
mistletoe. 

missile adapted for throwing; sb. missile 

weapon, xvii. - L. missilis (n. sg. missile as sb ), 

f. miss-, see next and -ile. 

mission fsending, esp. abroad xvi; sending 
forth on a service (spec. Mission of the Holy 
Ghost) or with authority; body of persons sent; 
commission, errand xvii; establishment of mis¬ 
sionaries xviii; personal duty or vocation xix; 
operational sortie xx. - F. mission or L. missid, 
on-, f. miss-, pp. stem of mittere let go, send; see 
-ion So missionary xvii. 

missis, missus (colloq.) them., one’s wife; ser¬ 
vant’s mistress, xix. Slurred pronunc. of mis¬ 

tress; now the oral equiv. of Mrs. 

missive letter m., (orig. techn.) letter sent by a 
superior authority xv; fmissile xvi; sb. letter 
(esp. and orig. official), in early use mainly Sc. 
xvi. - medL. misslvus, f. miss- (see mission)+ 
-ivus -IVE. 

mist vapour of water; dimness, obscurity. OE. 
mist = (M)LG., (M)Du. mist, Olcel. -mistr 
Gmc. *mixstaz, f. *mts- (cf. Du. miggelen driz¬ 
zle) IE. *migh- *meigh-, as in Gr. omikhle, OS1. 
migla mist, Skr. meghd cloud. Hence misty 
(-Y') OE. 

mistake terr, transgress xiii; ttake wrongly 
xrv; misunderstand xv; make a mistake xvi. In 
earliest use north. - ON. mistaka take in error, 
refl. miscarry, f. mis- mis-' +taka take. Cf. OF. 
mesprendre (mod. se meprendre), which has 
prob. infl. the meaning. Hence sb. xvii. mis¬ 
taken fwrongly supposed xvi; of wrong opinion 
XVII. 

mister' (obs. exc. arch, and dial.) handicraft, 
employment; (this, what) kind of; office, duty; 
need, necessity, xiii. - AN mester, OF. mestier 
(mod. metier) Rom. *misterium, for L. minis¬ 
ter ium; see mystery2. 

mister2 title of courtesy for a man, Mr. xvi. 
Weakened form of master originating from re¬ 
duced stress in proclitic use. 

mistletoe OE. misteltan (= ON. mistilteinn), f. 
mistel mistletoe (= OKG. mistil (G. mistel), Du. 
mistel, ON. mistil) + tan twig (= Du. teen withe, 
OHG. zein rod, ON. teinn twig, spit, Goth, tains 
twig). 

mistral cold north-west wind of the Medi¬ 
terranean. xvii. - F. - Pr. L. magistralis 
magistral. 

mistress female correlative of ‘master’ xrv; 
feminine title of courtesy; female paramour xv. 
ME. maistresse - OF. maistresse (mod. mai- 
tresse), f. maistre master + -esse -ess' . Forms in 
mis- (due to light stress) are recorded from xv; 
cf. mister2. See also miss2, missis. 

misunderstand xii. mis'. So misunder¬ 
standing xv. 

mite' minute insect; now' spec, an acarid, and 
chiefly the cheese-mite. OE. mite = MLG., MDu. 
mite (Du. mijt), OHG. miza gnatGmc. *mitdn, 
perh. to be referred to *mait- (OHG. meizan, ON. 
meita, Goth, maitan) cut. 

mite2 Flemish coin of very small value; 
(hence) any small monetary unit; jot, whit 
xrv; very small object xvi. - MLG., MDu. mite 
(Du. mijt) Gmc. *miton, prob. identical with 
prec. 

mithridatism immunity against the effects 
of poison, produced by the administration of 
gradually increasing doses of the poison itself, 
xix. f. Mithridates, king of Pontus (d. 63 B.c.), 
who was said to have made himself immune 
against poisons by constant use of antidotes. So 
mithridatize xix. 

mitigate appease; alleviate, lessen the violence 
or burden of. xv. f. pp. stem of L. mitigdre, f. 
mitis mild, gentle; see -ate*. So mitigation 
xrv. - (O)F. or L. 

mitrailleuse machine-gun. xix. - F., fern, of 
mitrailleur, agent-noun f. mitrailler, f. mitraille 
small shot or projectile (in OF. small money, 
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pieces of metal), alt, of mitaille, coll dim of mite 
MITE3 

mitral pert, to a mitre xvn; of the left auriculo- 

ventricular valve of the heart, so called from 

its shape xvm. - F. mitral, f. mitre mitre; see 

-al\ 
mitre ceremonial episcopal head-dress xrv; 
joint between boards meeting at right angles 
xvii. - (O)F. - L mitra - Gr. mitra girdle, head 
band,turban 

mitten xrv. ME mytayne - (O)F. mitaine 
Rom. *medietdna, f. L. medietas half, moiety. 

Shortened to mitt xvm. 
mittimus (leg.) warrant to the keeper of a 
prison to hold the person sent. xv. - L., ‘we 
send’, the first word of the wnt; 1st pers. pi. pres, 
ind. of mittere (see mission). 

mix put together in union or combination xvi, 
intr be mixed, associate with xvii. As infin. not 
earlier than the second quarter of xvi; back- 
formation from pp. mixed, var. of -\mixt (xv in 
legal use) - (O)F. mixtc - L. mixtus, pp. of miscere 
mingle, mix, rel. to Gr. misgein, Ir. meascaim 
mix. Lith. misras, Skr. misra- mixed, 

mixen (dial., arch.) dunghill. OE. mixen, f. Gmc. 
*mt3 - make water (OE. micge, migga urine, OE 
migan, LG. mlgen, ON. miga urinate), 

mixture xv. - F. mixture or L. mixtura, f. mixt-, 
pp. stem of miscere-, see mix and -ture. 

miz(z)en (naut.) fore-and-aft sail set on the 
mizen mast (the aftermost mast of a three- 
masted ship), xv (mesan, -eyn, -on). - F. misaine 
(now, foresail, foremast) - It. mezzana, sb. use 
of fern, of mezzano middle; forms with mi- 
appear in xvi. 

mizzle1 drizzle, xv. prob. - LG. miseln = Du. 
dial, miezelen, frequent, formation (see -le‘) on 
the base found in Du. dial, miesregen drizzle, 
miezig, LG. misig drizzling. 

mizzle3 (si.) decamp, be off xvm. of unkn. 
orig. 

mnemonic adj. and sb. xvm. - medL. mne¬ 
monics - Gr mnemonikos, f. mntmon, mnemon- 
mindful; rel to mind. So mnemonical xvii. 

moan complaint xiii; (with imit. suggestion) 
long murmur expressing pain xvii ME. mone, 
repr. unrecorded OE. *mdn Gmc *main-, 
whence vb. *mainjan, OE. mzenan, ME. m%ne, 
which was repl. by moan vb. xvi, from the sb. 

moat ditch surrounding a town, castle, etc. xrv; 
(dial.) pond, lake xv. ME mot(e), identical with 
tmote mound, embankment, - OF mot(t)e clod, 
mound, castle hill, castle (mod. motte clod, 
mound). 

mob1 fstrumpet; tneglige attire xvii; in full 
mobwap women's indoor headgear xvm. var. of 
mab slattern, loose woman (xvi), short for the 
female name Mabel. 

mob3 disorderly or promiscuous crowd; the 
common mass of people xvii; gang of thieves 
xix. Shortening of earlier synon. imobile (xvii), 

itself for L. mobile vulgus the excitable or fickle 
crowd; see next. Hence vb. throng, gather in a 
mob. xvm. 

mobile movable xv; easily moved xix. - (O)F. - 
L. mobilis, f. movere, mo- move; see -ile. So mo¬ 

bility xv. - (O)F. - L. mobilize render movable; 

prepare for active service xix. - F mobiliza¬ 

tion xix. - F 
mocassin xvii of Algonquian orig. 
mocha. Mocha1 variety of chalcedony, xvii 

(mocus, moc(h)o). poss. the same word as next. 
Mocha3 applied to fine coffee, orig. that pro¬ 
duced in Yemen, in which Mocha (the port of 
shipment, at the entrance of the Red Sea) is 
situated, xvm. 

mock hold up to ridicule; act or speak in de¬ 
rision xv. - OF mocquer deride, jeer (mod. se 
moquer de laugh at); cf. Sp. mueca grimace, Pg. 
moca derision Hence sb. xv, adj. xvi, mock-up 

xx So mockery xv. - F 
mode A ttune, melody xiv; fmood in grammar 
and logic xvi; (mus.) form of scale, manner 
(spec, in philos.) xvii; B. fashion xvii In A - L 
mods measure, size, manner, method, tune, 
f. IE. *mod- *med-; see mete In B - F. mode 
fern, (with change of gender) - L. modus Hence 
modish ( ish1) xvii. So modiste dressmaker. 
xix. - F. 

model farchitect's plans; design, make xvi; rep 
resentation or figure in three dimensions, 
exemplar, pattern xvii. - F. i mode lie, now mo- 
dele - It. modello Rom. *modellus, for L. modu- 
Is, dim. of mods (see prec ). Hence vb xvii 

moderate avoiding extremes, of medium quan 
tity or quality, xiv. - L. moderats. pp. of mo- 
derari, are reduce, abate, control, f. *moder- 
*modes-, parallel with *modos, mods mode; cf. 
modest. So vb. render less violent or intense 
xv; control, preside over xvi. f. pp. stem of L 
moderare, ari. See -ate3’8. So moderation xv. - 
F. - L. moderator fruler xiv; title of various 
presiding officials xvi - L. 

modern |now existing; pert to or charac¬ 
teristic of present or recent times; tordinary 
xvi. - (O)F. moderne or late L. moderns, f. L 
modo just now. Hence modernist tperson of 
modern times xvi; supporter of modern 
ways xvm; (theol.) xx. modernism xvm. So 
modernity xvii. - medL. modernize xvm. - F 

modest twell-conducted; having a moderate 
estimate of oneself; chastely decorous xvi; not 
excessive xvii; unpretentious xvm. - (O)F 
modeste L, modestus keeping due measure, f. 
*modes- (see moderate)-!-*-tos, ppl. suffix. So 
modesty (-Y3) xvi. - (O)F or L. 

modicum moderate amount, xv. - L. modicum 
little way, short time, n. sg. of modics moder¬ 
ate, f. mods (due or proper) measure, mode 

modify flimit, repress; moderate xiv; (Sc. law) 
assess award xv; fdetermine. differentiate xvii; 
change partially xvm. - (O)F. modifier - L. 
modificdre, ari, f. mods mode; see -fy. So 

modification xvi 
modillion (archit.) projecting bracket in cer¬ 
tain orders, xvi. - F. modillon, fmodiglion - It. 
modiglione Rom. *mutellione, f. *mutetls, for 
L. mutuls mutule. 

modulate tmake melody xvi; regulate, adjust; 
attune xvii; pass from one key to another xvm 
f. pp. stem of L. modulari measure, adjust to 
rhythm, make melody, f. moduls (dim. of 
mods mode); see -ate3 So modulation xiv. - 
L. module xvi. - F. or L. 
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Mogul Mongolian; The (Great or Grand) M., the 
Emperor of Delhi, xvi. - Arab., Pers. mugal, -ul, 
pronunc. of Mongol. 

mohair fine camlet made from Angora goat’s 
hair, (later) fabric imitating this, xvi (mocayare, 
moochary. mockaire). ult. - Arab, mukayyar 
cloth of goat’s hair (lit. ‘select, choice’, pp. of 
kayyara choose), but coming into Eng. through 
various channels and later assim. to hair. 

Mohammed(an) see Mahomet. 

moidore Portuguese gold coin, xvin (moyo- 
dore). - Pg. moeda d'ouro ‘coin of gold’ (moeda 

L. moneta money, ouro L. aurum gold), 
moiety half, xv (moit(i)e). - OF. moite, (also 
mod.) moitie L. medietas, -tat-, f. medius 
middle, mid. 

moil (dial., arch.) moisten, soil, bedaub xiv; toil, 
drudge (as in wet and mire) xvi. - OF. moillier 
wet, moisten, paddle in mud (mod. mouiller) 
Rom *molliare, f. L. mollis soft, 

moire watered mohair, (later) watered silk 
xvii. - F moire - Eng. mohair. Also moire 
watered, xix - F. moire, pp. of moirer give a 
watered appearance to. 

moist fnew, fresh; tliquid, watery; slightly wet. 
xiv. - OF. moiste (mod. moite), perh. Rom 
*muscidus mouldy, (hence) wet, alt. of L. mu- 
cidus (cf. mucus) by assoc, with musteus new, 
fresh, f. muslum must1. Hence moisten (en5); 

preceded by (dial.) moist xrv. moisty fnew (of 
ale); damp. xiv. So moisture xiv. alt. of OF. 
moi(s)tour (mod. moiteur). 

moither worry, perplex xvii; be incoherent or 

wandering xix. of unkn. orig. 

moke (si.) donkey, xix. of unkn. orig. 

molar grinding (tooth) xvi. - L. molaris of a 
mill, sb millstone, grinder tooth, f. mola mill 

stone; see mill, -ar. 

molasses syrup obtained from sugar, xvi (me- 
lasus, molassos, malassos). - Pg. melaqo late 
L. mellaceum must, n. sg. of *mellaceus (cf. 
-aceous), f. mel, mell- honey. 

mole1 fdiscoloured spot OE.; spot or blemish on 
the human skin xrv. OE. mal, corr. to MLG. mel, 
OHG. meil, meila, Goth. *mail (in g. pi. maile) 
Gmc. *mailam, on. whence also OE. maelan, 
OHG meilen stain 

mole2 small burrowing mammal xiv. ME. 
mol(l)e, mulle, prob. - MDu. mol, motile), (M)LG. 
mol, mul. 

mole2 A. (stone) pier or breakwater, (hence) 
harbour; B. flarge mass xvi. - F. mole - It. molo - 
medGr. molos, molos - L. moles shapeless mass, 
huge bulk (whence sense B), dam, pier, 

molecule xvm. - F. molecule, dim. f. L. moles 
mole2. Hence molecular xix. 

molest fvex, annoy xiv; meddle with in¬ 
juriously xv. - OF. molester or L. molestare 
trouble, annoy, f. molestus troublesome. So 
molestation xiv. - (O)F. - medL. 

moll (si.) prostitute, female paramour, xvii 
appellative use of Moll, var. of tMall, pet-form 
of Mary. 

mollify xv. - F. mollifter or L. moUificare, f. 
mollis soft, rel. to molere grind; see mill, -fy. So 
mollification xiv. - (O)F. - medL. 

mollusc xvm. - F. mollusque, f. modL. mol- 

lusca, n. pi. of L. moiiuscus soft, f. mollis soft (see 
prec). 

molly (dial.) lass, wench; (si.) milksop, xvm. f. 
moll + -y*. Hence molly-coddle sb. and vb. xix 

molten see melt 
moly fabulous herb xvi; a wild garlic xvii - L. 
moly - Gr. molu. 

molybdenum (min.) metallic element, xix. f. 
tmolybdena (xvii), former name of salts of mo¬ 
lybdenum, use of L. - Gr. motubdaina angler’s 
plummet, f. molubdos lead, 

moment very brief portion of time xiv; fsmall 
particle xrv; importance, weight xvi; fmotive of 
action xvii. - (O)F. - L. momentum (i) move¬ 
ment, moving power, (ii) importance, conse¬ 
quence, (iii) moment of time, particle 
*movimentum. f. mouere move; see -ment. So 
momentary xvi, momentum xvii. - L. Hence 
momentous of moment xvii. 

Momus captious critic xvi. - L - Gr. Momos 
god of ridicule (momos). 

monachal monastic, monkish, xvi. - (O)F. 
monacal or ecclL. monachalis, f. monachus 
monk; see -al1. So monachism xvi. 

monad the number one xvii; ultimate unit of 
being xvm; simple organism, element, etc. xix - 
F monade or its source late L. monas, -ad- - Gr. 
monas unit, f. monos alone; see - ad1. 

monarch xv. - (O)F. monarque or late L. mon- 
archa - Gr. monarkhes, more freq. monarkhos, f. 
monos alone; see -arch. So or hence monarchal 

xvi, -ic xvii, -ical xvi, monarchist xvii. mon¬ 

archy ( archy) xiv - (O)F. - late L. - Gr. 
monastery xv - ecclL. monasterium - ecclGr 
monasltrion, f. monazein live alone, f. monos 
alone. So monastic xvi. - (O)F. monastique or 
late L. monasticus - Gr monastikos. 

Monday OE. monandaeg, corr. to MLG., MDu. 
mdn(en)doch (Du. maandag), OHG. mdnatag 
(G. Montag), ON. manadagr, f. moon + day. tr. 
late L. lunae dies ‘day of the moon’ (after Gr. 
hemera Seltries). 

monde the fashionable world, xvm. - F., 
‘world’L. mundus. 

monetary xix. - F. monetaire or late L. mone- 
tdrius, f. L. moneta mint1; see -ary. 

money coin, cash, esp. in ref. to its purchasing 
power xiii; particular coin or coinage xv. ME. 
monei(e), mone - OF. moneie (mod. monnaie 
change) L. moneta mint (in Rome), money, 
orig. epithet of Juno, in whose temple the mint 
was housed. So moneyer fmoney-changer xiii; 
coiner, minter xv; fbanker, capitalist xvm. - 
OF. mon(n)ier, -oier (mod. monnayeur)late L. 
monetarily minter. 

mong in ME. xn mang, mong, aphetic oiamang, 
among or timong\ from xvi poet, clipping of 
among, and so written 'mong. So mongst xvi. 

monger dealer, trader; now used only in con¬ 
scious analysis of words like cheesemonger, fish¬ 
monger, ironmonger, which, with costermonger, 
scandal monger, whore monger, are the com¬ 
monest exx. OE. mangere (= OHG., ON. man- 
gari), agent-noun of mangian (= OS. mangon, 
ON. manga) Gmc. *marjgojan, f. L. mango 
dealer, trader; see -er1. 

mongoose xvii. - Marathi magus. 
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mongrel dog of mixed breed xv; in various 
transf. uses xvi. Early forms meng-, mang-, 
m(o)(u)ngrel([), the variety of which suggests 
derivation, with pejorative -rel, from vars. of 
Gmc. *marjg- mix, mingle. 

monial (archit.) mullion. xiv (moinel). - OF 
moinel (mod. meneau), sb. use of moi(e)nel adj. 
middle, f moien mean* + -el -al' . 

moniliform necklace-shaped, xrx. - F monih 
forme, f. L. monile necklace, 
monism doctrine of one (supreme) being; 
theory which denies the duality of matter 
and mind. xix. f. Gr. monos single; see -ism. 

monition xiv. - (O)F. - L. monitio, on-, f. 
monit-, pp. stem of monere advise, warn (rel. to 
mind); see -ition. So monitor ( tor) one who 
warns or advises; senior pupil in a school, etc. 
xvi; tbackboard xvm; species of lizard supposed 
to give warning of crocodiles xix. - L. monitor 
(poet.) to guide xix; (var. techn. uses) control, 
regulate xx. f. the sb. monitory (-ory2) warn¬ 
ing, admonishing, xv. - L. monitorius. 

monk OE. munuc = OS. munik (Du. monnik), 
OHG. munih (G. monch), ON. munkr, Gmc. - 
popL. *monicus, for late L. monachus - late Gr. 
monakhos, sb. use of adj. ‘single, solitary’ (early 
transf. to coenobites), f. monos alone. Hence 
monkery, -ish xvi. monkshood Aconitum na- 
pellus, etc., having hood-shaped flowers, xvi. 

monkey xvi. of unkn. orig. 
mono- comb, form of Gr. monos alone, only, 
single, occurring in numerous words adopted 
from Gr. (many through late L. or medL.), but 
in recent times combined with words or stems 
of any origin, as monocycle, monodrama, mono¬ 
plane, monotint, monoxide. The following early; 
monochord one-stringed musical instrument, 
etc. xv. - (O)F. monocorde - late L. mono- 
chordon - Gr. monokhordon, sb. use of n. of 
monokhordos having a single string, mono¬ 
chrome painting in different tints of one colour 
xvn; representation in one colour xix; the 
earlier use - medL. monochroma, evolved from 
Gr. (L.) monokhrdmatos of one colour; later - 
F. monochrome - Gr. mondkhromos. monogamy 
xvii. - F. - ecclL. - Gr (gamos marriage), mono¬ 
gram A. tsketch without shading or colour, B. 
character composed of two or more letters in¬ 
terwoven xvii; in sense A - L. monogrammus, 
in sense B - F. monogramme - late L. mono- 
gramma, f. Gr. *monogrammos. monograph 
(nat hist.) separate treatise on a species, genus, 
etc.; (more widely) one on a single object or 
topic, xix. repl. earlier monography (xvm) - 
modL. monographia. monolith single block, 
mass, pillar of stone, xix. - F. monolithe - Gr. 
monolithos (lithos stone), monologue xvii. - F. 
monophysite xvii. - ecclL. monophysita - 
ecclGr. monophusttes (Gr. phusis nature), 
monothelite xvi. - modL. monothelita - (with 
assim. to -ita, -ite) late Gr. monothelites, f. 
thelein will, monotheism, -theist xvii. mono¬ 
tone having but one tone or note xviii; sb. utter¬ 
ance on one tone xvii. - modL. monotonus - Gr. 
monotonos. monotonous xviii. monotony 
xvm. - F. - Gr. monotonia, monotype xix. 

monocle xix. - F., sb. use of adj ‘one-eyed’ - 

late L. monoculus, f. Gr. monos mono- + oculus 
EYE. 

monody ode sung by a single voice in Greek 
tragedy; mournful song, dirge xvii. - late L. 
monodia - Gr. monoidia, f. monos mono- + did 
sing; see ode. -y3. 

monopoly exclusive possession of the trade in 
some article xvi (also fig.); commodity subject 
to this xix. - L monopolium - Gr monopdlion, 
-polio., f. monos mono- + polein sell. Hence 
monopolist, monopolize xvii. 

monsieur F equiv. of Mr. xv. - F., f. mon my, 
sieur lord Rom. *seiore, for L. senidrem, 
senior. So monseigneur xvi, monsignor 

XVII. 

monsoon seasonal wind esp in the Indian 
Ocean xvi, rainy season (time of the south-west 
monsoon) xvm. - early modDu. tmonssoen 
(mod. moesson) - Pg. monqao, tmouqao - Arab. 
mausim season, f. wasama vb. mark, 

monster misshapen creature xm; tprodigy; 
horribly cruel or savage person; huge object 
xvi. - (O)F. monstre - L. monstrum something 
marvellous or prodigious, orig. divine portent, 
f. monere warn. So monstrous xv - OF or L 
monstrosity xvi. - late L 

monstrance (eccl.) vessel in which the Host is 
exposed, xvi - medL monstrantia, f. prp. stem 
of L. monstrare show, f. monstrum, see prec. and 
-ance. 

montbretia iridaceous plant of genus Cro 
cosmia. xix. modL., f. name of A. F. E. Coquebert 
de Montbret, French botanist (1780 1801); see 
-IA1. 

monte Spanish card game. xix. - Sp. monte 
mountain (mount1), applied to the stock of cards 
left after each player has received his share, 

month OE. monad = OS. mdnoth (Du. maand), 
OHG. mdnod (G. monat), ON. manudr, Goth. 
menops Gmc. *mxnop{dz)\ cf. moon. Hence 
monthly adj. and adv. xvi; see -ly1’2. 

monument fplace of burial xm; twritten docu 
ment, piece of evidence xv; commemorative ob¬ 
ject or structure xvi. Early forms also tmony-, 
■\moniment - (O)F. monument, fmoniment - L. 
monumentum, monimentum, f. monere remind; 
see monition, -ment. Hence monumental xvn. 

-mony repr (1) L. -mdnia, as in acrimony, cere¬ 
mony, (2) -mdnium, as in matrimony, testimony, 
and both in alimony, ceremony, rel. by gradation 
to men (as in foramen opening), of which 
mentum -ment is an extended form, 

moo xvi. imit. of the characteristic voice of the 
cow. 

mooch, mouch (dial.) play truant xvii; loaf, 
skulk; steal xix. of uncert. orig.; cf. late ME 
mowche (of doubtful meaning). 

mood1 tmind, thought, feeling OE.; tpride OE., 
tanger xn; frame of mind, disposition. OE. mod, 
corr. (with variety of gender) to OS. mod (Du 
moed), OHG. muot (G. mut), ON. modr anger, 
grief, Goth, mops, mod- anger, emotion Gmc 
*modaz, *moOam, of unkn. orig. Hence moody 

tbrave, tproud OE.; fangry xn; subject to fits of 
ill humour, etc. xvi. 

mood2 (logic) class of syllogism; (gram .) form in 
the conjugation of a verb indicating function; 



moon 

+(mus.) mode, xvi alt. of mode by assoc, with 

MOOD*. 

moon the satellite of the earth OE.; (lunar) 
month xiv. OE. mona = OS. mano (Du. maan 
fern.), OHG. mano (G. mond), ON. mani, Goth. 
mena Gmc. *maenan-, prob. rel. to *mxnop- 
month; cogn words for ‘moon' and ‘month’ 
based on *men(e)s- are L. mensis month, Gr 
me is, min month, mine moon, Skr. mds 
moon, month, Ir. mi month, OS1. mes^ci moon, 
month; referred ult. to the IE. base *mi-, as in 
L. metiri measure, the moon being the star by 
which time is measured. 

The foil, comps, are of special interest: moon 

calf tfalse conception xvi; born fool xvn; perh. 
after G. mondkalb; cf. G. mondkind, MLG. 
maanenkind ‘moon-child’, moonlight xiv; 
hence moonlighting operation (esp. illicit) by 
night xix moonlit xix. moonshine moon 
light; appearance without substance, empty 
talk, etc. xv. moonstone xvn; after L. selenites 
selenite, moonstruck deranged, as if by the 
influence of the moon (cf. lunatic), xvn. 

moor' tract of unenclosed waste ground OE. 
mor waste land, marsh, mountain, corr. to OS. 
mor marsh, (M)Du. moer, (M)LG. mor, OHG. 
muor Gmc. *moraz, *mdram, rel. to mere'. 

comp, moorland OE. morland. 
moor2 secure a floating boat, etc., to a fixed 
place, xv. prob - (M)LG. moren\ cf. OE. mxrels, 
mdrels mooring-rope, MDu. vbs. mdren, meren 
(Du. meren), moeren. 

Moor (in ancient times) native of Mauretania, 
(later) of north-west Africa xiv. ME. More - 
(O)F. More, (mod.) Maure - L. Maurus, 
medL. Morus - Gr. Maiiros. Hence Moorish xv 
(morys). 

moose xvn. of Algonquian orig. 
moot assembly of people, esp. for a judicial pur¬ 
pose xii; targument, discussion xm; discussion 
of a hypothetical case in the Inns of Court xvi. 
ME. (i)motOE. mot (in comps, only; later re¬ 
inforced from ON ), and gemotGmc. *(ja)mo- 
tam\ cf. MDu. moet, (also mod.) gemoet. MHG. 
muoze meeting, attack, ON. mot, and meet2; of 
unkn. orig. Hence moot adj. debatable, ar¬ 
guable xvi; developed from attrib. uses of the 
sb. (m. case, m. point). 

mop' bundle of yarn, etc., fixed to a stick for use 
in cleaning, xv. First in naut. use and in the 
form fmappie), which survived till xvm, the 
form mop appearing xvii (but tmoppe is re¬ 
corded for ‘doll’ xv); obscurely rel. to somewhat 
earlier tmappel, -fmapolt, -old (xv); of unkn. 
orig. 

mop2 (arch.) grimace, (sb. and vb.) xvi. Chiefly 
in phr mop(s) and mow(s)\ perh. imit. of the 
pouting of the lips; cf. Du. moppen be surly, 
pout. 

mope (dial.) wander; be listless and dejected, 
xvi. prob. rel. to tmope (xvi), earlier fmoppie) 
fool (xiv), and tmop(p)ish bewildered (xiv); of 
uncert. orig. 

moquette material used for carpeting, xviii. - 

F. moquette\ of unkn. orig. 

mora (leg.) delay xvi; (pros.) unit of metrical 
time xix. - L. mora. 

morgue 

moraine mountain debris carried down by a 
glacier, xvm. - F. 

moral pert, to character or conduct, xrv. - L 
moralis, f. mds, mor- custom, pi. mores manners, 
character (whence mores xx). As sb. pi. ren¬ 
dering the L. title Moralia of certain works xiv; 
sg. moral lesson xv; pi. moral habits xvii. So 
morale (- F., fern, of moral used sb.) tmorals 
xvm; disposition and spirit as of troops xix. mo¬ 
rality xiv. - (O)F. or late L moralize, -ation 
xv. - (O)F. or medL. 

morass wet swampy tract, xvii. - Du. moer as, 
f-asch, alt. (by assim. to moer moor') of MDu. 
marasich) - (O)F. marais marsh. 

moratorium legal authorization to postpone 
payment, xix. modL., sb. use of n. sg. of late L. 
(legal) moratorius, f. pp. stem of morari delay: 
see -ory. 

morbid pert, to disease xvii; unwholesome, 
sickly xix. - L. morbidus, f. morbus disease; see 
-id' So morbific xvii - F 

mordant biting, xv. - (O)F., prp. of mordre 
bite Rom. *mordere, for L. mordere. 

mordent (mus.) kind of grace, xix. - G. - It. 
mordente, sb. use of prp. of mordere bite (L. 
mordere). 

more A. greater (surviving in (the) m.’s the pity, 
the m. fool you, etc.) OE. B. existing in greater 
quantity or degree xiv. C. a greater number of, 
more numerous xvi. D. additional xiii. OE. 
mara, fern., n. mare = OS. mero, OHG. mero (G. 
mehr ), ON. meiri, Goth, maiza Gmc. *maizan- 
f. *maiz IE. *mois, with compar. suffix -is (cf. 
-er*). Hence as sb. late OE., as adv. xii. Hence 
moreover in phr. and yet more over ‘and still 
more beyond’, whence, introducing an ad¬ 
ditional statement, ‘besides’, xiv. 

-more use of prec. in advs. denoting place in the 
compar. degree, many of which have given rise 
to adjs. of the same form; added chiefly to advs. 
ending in -er*; the majority of such words have 
parallel forms in -most. The earliest, further¬ 
more (x\\), furthermore, and inner more (xm), are 
based on Scand. forms (ON. -meir). 

moreen stout stuff for curtains, etc. xvn (-ine). 
perh. fancifully f. moire. 

morello dark-coloured bitter cherry, xvii. 

app. a use of It. morello blackish medL. mo-, 
maurellus, f. Maurus Moor. 

mores see moral. 

moresque Moorish, xvii. - F. - It. moresco-, see 
Moor, -esque. 

morganatic applied to a marriage of a man 
with a woman of inferior station in which wife 
and children do not share in his rights, xvm. - F. 
morganatique, G. morganatisch, or their source 
medL. morganaticus, prob. based on Gmc. *mur- 
3anseba (OE. morgengifu, G. morgengabe\ 
f. *mur3an- morn + *3eb- give) gift made by 
husband to wife on the morning after con¬ 
summation of the marriage and relieving him 
of further liability. 

morgue' haughty demeanour, xvi. - F., of 
unkn. orig. 

morgue2 building in Paris where people found 
dead are exposed for identification; (gen.) mor¬ 
tuary. xix. Presumed to be identical with prec. 
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moribund about to die. xvm. - L. moribundus, 
f. morl die (see mortal). 

morion soldier’s helmet without beaver or 
visor, xvi. - F. - Sp. morrion, f. morra top of the 
head. 

Mormon member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints, xix Name of the 
alleged author of ‘The Book of Mormon’, which 
Joseph Smith (Manchester, New York, 1830) 
professed to have translated from the original 
miraculously discovered by him. 

morn OE. morgen, inflected morig)n- = OS., 
OHG. morgan (Du., G. morgen)WGmc. *mur- 
3anaz, cf., with variation of suffix, ON mor- 
gunn, also OE. myrgen-, ON. myrginn, Goth. 
maurgins (:- Gmc. *mur3inaz), and, with differ¬ 
ent vowel grade of the base, OE. mergen, MDu. 
mar gen, mergen, ON merginn Gmc. * mar3a- 
naz, *mar3inaz. The typical ME. developments 
of OE. morgen were: morjen, mor wen, morun, 
moren, morn\ morwe, moru, morrow. Hence 
(after evening) morning xm. 

Morocco applied to things originating in the 
country of north-west Africa so named, esp. to 
leather of goatskin, xvii. - It. Morocco, f. the 
name of the chief city Marrakesh. 

moron xx. - n of Gr moros stupid 
morose xvi. - L. mbrosus peevish, wayward, 
fastidious, f. mos, mor- manner (in the special 
sense of‘humour’, ‘fancy’); see moral, -ose1. 

-morph terminal element repr. Gr. -morphos,i. 
morphi shape. The corr. adjs. and abst. nouns 
end in -morphicial), -morphous, -morphism, 
-morphy. 

morpheme xx. - F. morpheme, f. Gr. morph$ 
form, after phoneme. 

morphia narcotic principle of opium, xix. - 
modL. morphia, alt. of morphium, f. Morpheus 
(f. Gr. morpht shape), Ovid’s name for the god of 
dreams, son of the god of sleep. Also morphine 
(-INE8) xix 

morpho- comb form of Gr. morpht shape, 
form, as in morphology (xix). 

morris dance by persons in fancy costume 
representing characters esp. from the Robin 
Hood story xv. orig. in mor(e)ys dance; var. of 
Moorish. 

morrow xm. ME. morwe, -ewe, -owe, moru, see 
MORN. 

morse1 fastening of a cope. xv. - OF. mors - L. 
morsus bite, catch, f. mors , pp. stem of mordere 
bite. 

morse2 walrus, xv. ult. - Lappish morssa, 
whence Finnish morsu, Russ, morzh. 

morse3 signalling code invented by S. F. B. 
Morse (1791 T872). xix. 

morsel bite, mouthful, small piece, xm - OF 
morsel (mod. morceau), dim. of mors L. mor¬ 
sus, see MORSE1, -EL2. 

mort1 (antiq.) note sounded at the death of the 
deer. xvi. - (O)F. L. mors, mort- death (cf. 
MORTAL). 

mort2 (dial.) great quantity or number, xvii. of 
uncert. orig 

mortal subject to death, human; deadly, fatal 
xtv; (of sin) xv; of or pert, to death xvi. - OF 
mortal, latinized var. of OF. (also mod.) mortel. 

whence ME. mortel, or directly - L. mortalis, f. 
mors, mort- death, f. IE. *mor- *mer- *mr- die, as 
in L. mori die, mortuus dead, Gr. brotoi mortals, 
emorten died, OS1. mirq, Lith. mirstu I die, Skr 
mriyate dies; see -al'. So mortality xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. 

mortar' A cup-shaped vessel in which drugs, 
etc., are pounded with a pestle xm; B. short piece 
of ordnance (so named from its squat shape) xvii 
(orig. mortar-piece xvi). partly - AN. morter, 
(O)F mor tier L. mortarium (to which the 
Eng. sp was finally assim ); partly - MLG. 
morter (Du. mortier) - L. 

mortar2 mixture of lime and sand with water, 
used for building, xm. - AN. morter (see prec.), 
with transference of meaning from the vessel to 
the substance produced in it. 

mortgage conveyance of property by a debtor 
to a creditor as security for a debt, xiv (mor gage; 
the sp. mortgage was established by leg. usage 
xvi). - OF. mortgage ‘dead pledge’, f. mort 
dead popL. var. *mortus of L. mortuus (see 
mortal) + gage gage1 . Hence mortgage vb. xvi; 
mortgagee, mortgagor ( ee‘, -or') xvi. 

mortify fkill xiv; bring (the body, etc.) into sub¬ 
jection; (Sc. law) dispose of in mortmain xv; 
(cookery) make tender by hanging xvi; become 
gangrenous; humiliate or vex deeply xvii. - 
(O)F. mortifier - ecclL. mortificare kill, subdue 
(the flesh), f. mors, mort- death; see mortal, -fy. 

So mortification subjection of the flesh xiv; 
(Sc. law) disposal in mortmain xv; gangrene, 
necrosis xvi; humiliation, vexation xvii. 

mortise, -ice hole made in a piece of wood 
to receive the end of another piece, xrv. ME. 
mortais, -eis - OF mortoise (mod. mortaise), of 
uncert. orig. 

mortmain condition of lands inalienably held 
by a corporation, xv. - AN., OF. mortemain - 
medL. mortua manus ‘dead hand’, i.e. mortua, 
fern, of mortuus dead, manus hand (cf. mortal, 

manual); perh. a metaphor for ‘impersonal 
ownership’. 

mortuary sb. gift claimed by the parson from 
the estate of a deceased parishioner xrv, fob- 
sequies xv; dead-house xix; adj. pert, to burial 
or death xvi. As sb. orig. - AN. mortuarie - ecclL. 
mortuarium, n sg. of mortuarius (whence the 
Eng. adj.), f. mortuus dead; see mortal, -ary 

mosaic xvi. - F. mosaique - It. tmosaico, mu- 
saico - medL. mosaicus, musaicus, obscurely f. 
late Gr. mouseion, mousion mosaic work (cf. 
MUSEUM). 

Mosaic pert to Moses, xvii. - F. mosaique or 
modL. Mosaicus, f. Moses\ see -ic. 

moselle dry white wine, xvii. - F. name (- G. 
Mosel, in L. Mosella) of a river which joins the 
Rhine at Koblenz and in the neighbourhood of 
which the wine is produced 

Moslem see Muslim. 

mosque xiv (moseak, musketh), xvi {muskay, 
mosquee). The earliest forms are of obscure 
orig.; the present form is a shortening (xvii) of 
mosquee - F mosquee - It moschea - Arab, mas 
gid, Egyptian var. of masjid, fsajada worship, 

mosquito xvi. - Sp., Pg. mosquito, dim. of 
mosca L. musca fly (see midge). 
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moss A. (dial.) bog, swamp OE.; B. small plant 
of the class Musci. xrv. OE. mos = MLG., 
(M)Du., OHG. mos (G. moos) bog, moss Gmc. 
*musam, rel. to ON. mosi wk. m. bog, moss, 
and further to OE. meos, OHG. mios (G. mies) 
moss (:- Gmc. *meus), ON myrr mire, and 
outside Gmc. to L. muse us, OS1 muchu 
moss IE. *mus). The application in Eng to 
the plant may be due to ON. mosi. 

mossbunker (U.S.) menhaden, xvu (mars- 
bancker), xvm (mos-). - Du. marsbanker, of 
unkn. orig. 

most greatest OE.; greatest amount of xiv; adv. 
in the greatest degree OE. The present form 
repr. partly OE. mast, which is recorded only 
from late Nhb., partly a modification of ME. 
mest, OE. maest, by assim. to more; OE. mast - 
OS mest (Du. meest), (O)HG. meist, ON. mestr, 
Goth, maists Gmc *maistaz, f. base of *maiz 
(see more) + *-ista- -est. Hence mostly xvi. 

-most suffix forming superl. adjs. and advs.; alt. 
form of OE. -mest = Goth, -umists, which is a 
combination of two Gmc. (and IE.) superl. 
suffixes, viz. *-mo-, as in OE. forma first, L 
primus first (prime), and *-isto- -est. Cf -more. 

mot saying. - F ‘word’ Gallo-Rom. *mottum, 
alt of L muttum (not) a word or syllable, rel. to 
muttire mutter, murmur. 

mote particle of dust. OE. mot, corr. to Du. mot 
sawdust, dust of turf (in MDu steenmot, 
turfmot), of unkn. orig. The present form (ME. 
moot xiv) descends from OE. obi case-forms 
(mott, repr. the uninflected form, survived till 
xvm). 

motet part-song; later spec, harmonized vocal 
composition, esp. for church use. xiv - (O)F. 
motet, dim. of mot word, saying (see mot); see 
-ET. 

moth insect of the genus Tinea or (earlier) its 
larva OE.; nocturnal lepidopterous insect xvm. 
OE modde, mohde, obscurely rel. to synon. 
MLG., MDu., (M)HG. motte (Du. mot), ON. motti. 

mother' A female parent OE. , term of address 
to an elderly woman; applied to the B.V.M. xiv; 
head of community of nuns xvu. B. fwomb xiv, 
fhysteria xv. OE. modor = OS. modar (Du. 
moeder), OHG. muotar (G. mutter), ON. modir 
(wanting in Gothic) Gmc. *modar- IE. 
* mater-, whence also L. mater, Gr. mdter, 
mher, OS!, mati, OIr. mdthir, Skr matd. Im 
portant collocations are: m. country (xvi), after 
F terre mere; m. earth (xvi), cf. L. Terra Mater, 
taken as a goddess; m. land (xvm); m. tongue 
(xiv), in which mother is orig. uninflected g. 
Hence vb. be a mother to. xvi. Mothering 
Sunday, Midlent Sunday, so called from the cus¬ 
tom of going a-mothering (xvu), i.e. visiting pa 
rents, on that day. motherly OE modortic. 

mother2 tdregs, scum xvi; (in full m. of vinegar) 
mucilaginous substance produced in vinegar by 
fermentation xvu. corr. in form and sense to 
MDu moeder (mod. moer), G. mutter, perh. 
identical with prec.; the orig. notion may have 
been that the substance was a portion of the 
‘mother’ or original crude substance. So also 
in mother-of-pearl iridescent inner layer of 
shells, xvi 

motif xix. - F., ‘motive’ 

motion action or process of moving xv; formal 
proposition xvi. - (O)F. - L. motio, -on-, f. mo- of 
movere (motum) move; see -tion. Hence motion 
vb. fpropose, move xvi; make a gesture xvm. mo¬ 
tive tmotion, proposition xrv; that which moves 
a person to act xv; motif xrx. ME. motyf -yve - (O) 
F. motif, sb. use of adj. - late L. motivus, whence 
motive adj. xvi. So motivate xix. 

motley diversified in colour xiv; sb. fvari- 
coloured fabric xiv; particoloured dress of a 
jester xvi. Late ME. mottelay, -ley, perh. - AN. 
*motele, f. mote (but the formation remains 
obscure). 

motor agent or force producing motion xvi; ma¬ 
chine supplying motive power xix. - L. motor 
(rare) mover, later in philos. use, f. mot-, movere 
move; see -or’ Hence vb. (xix) drive an auto¬ 
mobile, whence motorist xix, motorway xx. 

mottle surface variegated with spots; so vb. and 
ppl adj. mottled xvii. prob. back-formation 
from MOTLEY, 

motto xvi. - It. - F mot. 

motu proprio papal rescript the terms of 
which are decided by the pope himself xix. - 
L., ‘by one’s own motion’, abl. of motus motion, 
proprius proper. 

moufflon wild sheep Ovis musimon. xvm. - F. 
mouflon. 

rnouille (phonetics) palatalized, xix. - F., pp. of 
mouiller moisten, make ‘liquid’, 

moujik, muzhik Russian peasant, xvi (mou- 

sick, musick). - Russ, muzhik. 
mould', U.S. mold (dial.) friable earth, surface 
soil; (poet.) earth of the grave; the earth’s sur¬ 
face OE.; garden soil xrv. OE. molde = (M)Du. 
moude, OHG. molta, ON. mold. Goth, mulda 
Gmc. *muldo. f. *mul- (*mel-, *mal-) pulverize, 
grind (cf. OE. myl, MDu. mul, mol dust, and 
meal'). 

mould2, U.S mold A. native character xm; 
(bodily) form xvi; B. pattern or matrix by which 
a thing is shaped xiv Presumably metathetic 
alt. of OF. modle (mod. moule) - L. modulus (see 
modulate). Hence mould vb. xv. 

mould3, U.S. mold woolly or furry growth 
consisting of minute fungi xv. prob developed 
from jmoul(e)d, pp. of tmoule, earlier trnuwle 
grow mouldy - ON. *mugla, rel. to synon. ON. 
mygla. Hence mouldy (-Y1) xiv. 

moulder, U.S molder crumble to dust. xvi. 
poss. f. mould' + -er4; but adoption from Scand. 
is more likely (cf. Norw. dial, muldra crumble), 

moult, U.S. molt (of feathers) be shed in the 
change of plumage xiv; shed (feathers) xv. ME. 
moute, mowte, later molt (xvi), moult (xvu); repr. 
OE. *mutian (as in mutung, bimutian ex¬ 
change) = MLG., MDu. muten change, moult, 
OHG. muzzon (G. mause(r)n), WGmc. - L. mu 
tare change (see mutation). Cf. mew2. 

mound' fworld xiii; orb intended to represent 
the globe xvi. - (O)F. monde L. mundus world 
(see mundane). 

mound2 (dial.) hedge, fence; embankment xvi; 
artificial elevation of earth or stones, tumulus 
xviii. perh. f. the somewhat earlier mound vb 
enclose with a fence, of unkn. orig. 
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mount1 mountain, hill OE.; tearthwork; 
tmound, xvi. OE. munt - (reinforced in ME 
from (O)F. mont:-) L. mons, mont-. 

mount1 go upwards, ascend, rise xrv; cause to 
ascend, etc., set in position xvi. - OF. munter, 
(also mod.) monter Rom. *montare, f. mont- 
mount*. Hence mount sb. tamount xiv; mount¬ 
ing xv; fitting, setting; ridden animal xix. 

mountain xin. - OF. montaigne (mod. -agne) 
Rom. *montania or -ea, fem. sg. or n. pi. of adj 
*montdnius. -eus, f. L. mons, mont- mount'; see 
-an. Hence mountaineer xvn, mountainous 

xv (rare before xvn). 
mountebank itinerant quack, juggler, etc., 
appearing on a platform; charlatan, xvi. - It. 
montambanco, montimbanco, for monta in 
banco ‘mount (imper.) on bench’, 

mourn feel sorrow (for) OE.; lament (a death, 
someone dead) xm. OE. str. vb. murnan (also 
wk. pt. murnde), corr to wk. vbs. OS. mornon, 
mornian, OHG. mornen be anxious, ON. morna 
pine away, Goth, maurnan be anxious; prob. to 
be referred to IE. *(s)mer-, repr. by Skr. smarati 
remember, Gr. merimna care, sorrow, L. memor 
mindful. Hence mournful xvi. 

mouse pi. mice OE mus, pi. mys = OS., OHG. 
mas (Du muis, G. maus), ON. mus; Gmc. and IE. 
*mus- is repr. also by L. mus, Gr. mus, OS1. mysi, 
Skr. mus-\ f. a base identical with one meaning 
‘steal, rob’ Hence vb. xm. mouser OE. musere 
mouse-hawk, 

mousse xix. - F., ‘moss’, 
moustache xvi. - F. - It. mostaccio mustachio. 

mouth sb. OE. mud = OS. muth, mund (Du. 
mond), (O)HG. mund, ON. munnr, mudr, Goth. 
munbs Gmc. *munpaz IE. *mntos, corr. to 
L. mentum chin. Hence vb. xm. 

move vb xm. - AN. mover = OF. moveir (mod. 
mouvoir) L. movere, pt. movi, pp motus. f. 
IE. base *mou *meu- *mu-. Hence sb. xvii. So 
mov(e)able xiv. - OF movable, movement 

xrv. - (O)F. mouvement - medL. movimentum 
mow' stack of hay, corn, etc. OE. muga, muha, 
muwa, corr. to ON miigi swath, crowd; of unkn. 
orig. 

mow2 cut down (grass, etc.) with scythe or ma¬ 
chine. OE. str. vb. mdwan\ WGmc. vb., in other 
langs. wk., repr. by MDu. maeien (Du. maaien), 
OHG. mden (G. mahen); cf. meadow 

mow3 (arch., dial.) grimace, xiv (sb ). prob. - 
OF. moe, (also mod.) moue fmouth, flip, pouting; 
otherwise - MDu. mouwe, which may be the 
source of the OF word Hence vb. xv. 

Mozarabic epithet of the ancient ritual of the 
church in Spain, prob. so called from being used 
by the Mozarabs after being disused by others. 
xviii. f. Sp. Mozarabe - Arab, musta'rib one who 
adopts Arab customs, f. base of 'arab Arab; 

see -ic. 
Mr as a title orig. abbrev. of Master xv; fin 16th 
and 17th cent, used gen. for master, as in Mr 
of Arts, Mr Gunner, its present oral equiv. is 
MISTER2 

Mrs abbrev. of mistress, xvii Cf. missis. 

much tgreat (surviving in place-names, as M. 
Wenlock), great amount of xm, adv. greatly , sb 
great deal xiv ME. muche, moche, shortening 

of muchel, mochel, repr. late OE. mycel, var. of 
micel = OS. mikil, OHG. michil, ON. mikill, 
Goth, mikils: Gmc. deriv. of IE. *meg-, repr 
by L. magnus, Gr. megas, Skr. mahd- great. 
Hence muchly xvn (in xix a new joc. 
formation), muchness xiv (m of a muchness 
xviii). 

mucilage viscous fluid xrv; gummy secretion 
xvii; (U S.) adhesive gum xrx. - (O)F. - late L 
mucilago, agin- musty juice, f. mucus mucus. 

Hence mucilaginous xvn. 
muck dung xm, dirt, filth xiv. prob. of Scand, 
orig. and - forms rel. to ON. myki, mykr dung. 
Da. meg, Norw. myk, f. Gmc. *muk- *meuk- soft 
(rel. to meek). 

mucus viscid or slimy substance xvii. - L. 
mucus, also muccus mucus of the nose, rel. to 
synon. Gr. muxa, mussesthai blow the nose, 
muktfr nose, nostril. So mucous xvn. - L 
mucosus. 

mud xrv. prob. - MLG. mudde. MHG. mot (G. 
dial, mott) bog, bog-earth, peat. Hence muddy 

xvi. mudlark grubber or worker in dirty 
places, xviii. joc. formation after skylark. 

muddle twallow in mud; make muddy, (hence) 
confuse, xvn. perh. - MDu moddelen, frequent, 
of modden\ see mud, -le3. 

muezzin Muslim crier who proclaims the 
hours of prayer, xvi. - Pers. and Turk, pronunc. 
of Arab mu’addin, active ppl. of addana, fre¬ 
quent. of 'adana proclaim, f. 'udn ear 

muff' cylindrical covering for the hands, xvi. - 
Du mof shortening of MDu. moffel, muffel (corr. 
to F. moufle) - medL. muff[u)la, of unkn. orig 

muff2 awkward person at sport, (gen ) duffer, 
xix. of unkn. orig. Hence vb. make a muddle of. 
xix. 

muffin (dial.) wheat- or oat-cake; flat spongy' 
cake eaten toasted and buttered, xviii. of unkn. 
orig. Hence muffineer ( eer1) xix 

muffle1 wrap up, as in a cloth xv; tblind- 
fold, stifle xvi, deaden the sound of xviii. perh. 
aphetic of OF. *amoufler, enmoufler, f. en-‘ 

+ moufle thick glove (cf. muff1). Hence muffler 

scarf, xvi. 
muffle2 thick part of upper lip and nose (of 
beasts), xvn. - F mufle, of unkn orig. 

mufti Muslim priest or expounder of the law. 
xvi. - Arab, mufti, active pple. of 'aftd give 
a fatwa or decision on law. The sense ‘plain 
clothes’ (xix) may be a joc. allusion to the cos¬ 
tume of a mufti on the stage. 

mug1 (dial.) pot, jug xvi; cylindrical drinking 
vessel xvn. prob. of Scand orig. (cf. Norw. 
mugge, Sw. mugg pitcher with handle). 

mug2 (si.) face, xviii. prob. transf. use of prec., 
drinking-mugs being freq made to represent a 
grotesque face. 

mug3 (si.) simpleton, duffer, xix. perh. transf. 
use of mug' with ref. to stupid looks. Hence 
synon. muggins, prob by assoc with the 
surname Muggins. 

muggy (dial.) moist, damp; (of weather) damp 
and close, xvin. f. dial, mug sb mist, drizzle, dull 
weather (xviii) or mug vb drizzle (xiv) + -y'; ult 
of Scand. orig. (cf. ON. mugga mist, drizzle, 
Norw., Sw dial, mugg mould, mildew). 



mugwort 304 municipal 

mugwort plant Artemisia vulgaris. OE. 
mucgwyrt, f. base of midge + wort' 

mugwump (U S.) great man, boss; one who 
holds aloof from party politics xrx of Algon- 
quian orig 

Muhammad(an) see Mahomet 
mulatto offspring of a European and a Negro 
xvi (mulatow). - Sp., Pg. mulato young mule, 
(hence) one of mixed race, obscurely f. mulo = 
F. mule mule. 

mulberry xrv. OE morberie, *murberie (cf. 
murbeam mulberry tree), ME. murherie (xm). 
corr. to Du. moerbezie, OHG mor-, murberi 
(MHG. mulber, G. maulbeere), f. *mor - L mo- 
rum mulberry, mor us mulberry tree + berry. 

mulch half-rotten straw, xvn. sb. use of mulsh 
adj (xv) soft, (dial.) of ‘soft’ weather, rel. to 
(dial.) melsh mellow, soft, mild (xiv) OE. 
mel(i)sc, mil(i)sc, mylsc, f. *mel- *mul- (whence 
also MHG. molwic, G mollig, etc. soft, OHG 
molawen be soft, cogn. with L. mollis tender); 
see -ish1. 

mulct inflict a fine on xv (multe). - F. tmulter, 
mulcter - L. mul(c)tare, f. mul(c)ta sb. fine 
(whence mulct sb. xvi). 

mule offspring of he-ass and mare xiii; transf. of 
various hybrids, e.g. a kind of spinning machine 
xviii. - OF mul m., (also mod.) mule fern. L. 
mulus m., mula fern. So muleteer mule-driver. 
xvi. - F. muletier, f. mulet, dim. f. OF. mul, see 
-ET. -eer'. 

mull1 promontory, xiv. cf. Gael, maol, Icel. 
muli (perh. identical with muli snout). 

mull2 make (wine, beer, etc.) into a hot drink 
with sugar, spices, etc. xvii (mulled sack), of 
unkn. orig. 

mull* (si.) muddle, mess. xix. perh. f. (dial.) mull 
pulverize, crumble (xv), f. mull dust, ashes 
(xiv) - (M)Du. mul, mol (see mullock). 

mullah Muslim theologian, xvn. - Pers., Turk., 
Urdu mulla - Arab maula. 

mullein plant of the genus Verbascum. xv. - 
OF. moleine (mod. molene), of uncert. orig. 

mullet xv (molet). - OF. mulet, dim. f. L. mullus 
red mullet - Gr mullos, rel. to melas black, 

mulligatawny Indian highly-seasoned soup. 
xviii. - Tamil milagu-tannir ‘pepper-water’, 

mulligrubs state or fit of depression; (later) 
colic, xvi (mulliegrums). fanciful formation 

mullion (archit.) vertical bar dividing the 
lights of a window xvi. metathetic alt. of ME 
munial, monial, as the contemp munnion is 
an assim. form (n . . / to n . n). 

mullock (dial.) rubbish, refuse xrv; (Austral.) 
rock not containing gold xix. f. dial, mull (xiv) 
dust, ashes, rubbish, rel to OE myl dust, cogn 
with (M)Du. mul, mol, ON. moli crumb, mylja 
crush, f. Gmc *mul, see meal', -ock 

multi- comb form of L. multus much, many; 
the earliest comps, in Eng are multiformity, 
multiloquy (xvi) talkativeness, multifarious 
(xvii) many and various (L. -fariam adv ), and 
the el. becomes prolific later, esp. in techn. use, 
eg. multilateral, multinomial (after bi¬ 

nomial) xvii; an ex of the gen. use is multi¬ 
millionaire (XIX). 

multiple consisting of many elements xvii. - 

F. - late L multiplus, f. multus (see prec.); cf. 
duplus duple. So multiplex xvi. - L. (cf. -fold). 

multiplicity xvi. - late L. multiply xm. - 
(O)F. multiplier - L. multiplicare. multiplica¬ 

tion xrv. - (O)F. or L. multitude xrv. - (O)F. - 
L ; hence multitudinous xvn 

multure toll of grain carried or flour made, 
xm. - OF. mo{u)lture (mod. mouture) medL. 
molitura, f. molit-, pp. stem of molere grind; see 
MILL. -URE 

mum1 finarticulate sound made with closed 
lips; command to be silent or secret, xiv. imit.; 
cf. MLG. mummen, Du. mom men. 

mum2 (hist.) beer orig. brewed in Brunswick, 
Germany, xvn. - G. mumme, of uncert. orig 

mum’ see mummy2. 

mumble eat as with toothless gums; speak 
indistinctly, xrv. ME. momele, frequent, forma¬ 
tion on mum1; see -le*; cf. LG. mummelen, Du. 
mommelen, mummelen, G. mumme In, Sw. 
mumla. Da. rnumle, and ME mamele mutter, 
chatter (corr. formally to OHG. mammalon 
stammer). 

mumbo-jumbo grotesque idol said to have 
been worshipped by African negroes, (transf.) 
object of unintelligent veneration, xviii. of 
unkn orig. 

mumchance fdicing game; tmasquerade xvi; 
(dial.) one who acts in dumb show, dummy xvn; 
adj. silent xvii. - MLG. mummenscih)anze game 
of dice, masked serenade (= MDu. mom- 
mecanse), f. mummen (see mummer) + schariz - 
(O)F. chance chance. 

mummer tmutterer xv; actor (tin dumb show) 
in a Christmas play xvi - OF. momeur, f. momer 
act in dumb show, rel. to momon mask, Sp. 
momo grimace; perh. of Gmc. orig. (cf. MDu. 
momme, Du. mom mask, MLG. mummen mask, 
disguise); see -er2. So mummery mummer’s 
performance; play-acting xvi. - OF. mommerie 
(mod. momerie). Hence mumming xv. 

mummy' fmedicinal preparation of the sub¬ 
stance of mummies, unctuous liquid xrv; fsove- 
reign remedy, etc. xvi; body embalmed for 
burial xvn. - (O)F. momie, tmumie - medL. mu 
mia - Arab, mumiya embalmed body, f. mum 
wax (used in embalming). Hence mummify 

xvii. 
mummy2 nursery var. of mammy (s.v. mam), 

xix. Also mum. 

mump fgrimace (sb ); (pi.) swelling of the paro¬ 
tid and salivary glands in the neck (with ref to 
the appearance produced), xvi. So mump vb 
mumble, grimace, munch, sulk, xvi symbolic 
repr. of the movement of the lips in mumbling 
or chewing Cf Du momp(el)en mumble in 
speech, G. mumpf\el)en mumble in eating, 

munch xiv. unit.; cf. crunch, scrunch. 
mundane worldly, earthly xv, cosmic xvii. 
orig. mondaine - (O)F. mondain - late L. mun- 
ddnus, f. mundus world, (earlier) universe of 
celestial bodies, spec, use of mundus personal 
adornment, after Gr. kosmos (see cosmos). Later 
assim. to L. (see -ane'). 

municipal tpert. to the internal affairs of a 
state; pert, to local self-government, esp. of 
a town. xvi. - L. municipals, f. municipium 
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Roman city of which the inhabitants had 
Roman citizenship, f. municeps, <ip-, f. munia 
civic offices + capere take. So municipality 

xvm. - F. 
munificent xvi f. L. munificent-, used as stem 
of munificus, f. munus office, duty (cf. prec), gift 
So munificence xvi. 

muniment document preserved as evidence of 
rights or privileges, xv. - (O)F. - L. muni- 
menturn (in medL) title-deed, f. munire fortify, 
secure, earlier mcpnire, f mcenia walls, 
ramparts, rel. to murus wall; see went 

munition fortification; ammunition xvi. - 
(O)F. - L. munitio, on , f. munire, munit-, see 
prec. and -moN. 

munition see muluon. 

mural adj xvi. - (O)F. - L. muralis, f. murus 
wall; see -al'. So sb. fwall xv; wall-painting xx 

murder sb. OE. mordor = Goth. maurt>r 
Gmc. *murpram, f. IE. *mrt- (see mortal), repr 
also by Gmc. *mortam (whence OE., OS., ON 
mord, (O)HG. mord, Du. moord)\ reinforced in 
ME. by OF. murdre (mod. meurtre) - Gmc., 
whence the establishment of the forms with u and 
d. So murder vb. xui. prob. f. the sb. murderer 

xm. partly f. the vb., partly - AN. murdreour. 
murex shell fish yielding a purple dye. xvi. - L. 
murex 

muriatic fpert. to brine; ‘marine’ (acid), hy¬ 
drochloric. xvn. - L. muriatic us, f. muria brine 
(the acid being obtained by heating salt with 
sulphuric acid); see -atic. 

murk, mirk sb. darkness; adj. dark. xm. The 
ME. evidence points to Scand. orig. (ON. myrkr 
sb. and adj. = OS. mirki adj.) rather than to OE. 
mirce. Hence murky xiv. 

murmur subdued continuous sound; in¬ 
articulate complaining xrv; softly spoken 
word(s) xvn. - (O)F. murmure or L. murmur 
rumbling noise, murmur, rel. to vb. murmurdre 
(whence (O)F. murmurer, Eng. vb. xrv), corr 
to Gr. mormdrein and with variation OHG. 
murmuron, ulon (G murmeln), Du. murmelen 
burble; redupl. f. imit. base, 

murrain fplague xrv; infectious disease of 
cattle xv. - AN. moryn, (O)F. morine, imoraine, 
f. stem of mourir, fmorir Rom. *morire, for L. 
mori die (see mortal). 

murrey (arch.) purple red. - OF. more adj. and 
sb., moree sb. - medL. moratum, dta, f. L. mo 
rum mulberry; see -ys. 

murrhine (Rom antiq.) pert, to murra fine 
earth of which precious vases, etc., were made, 
xvi. - L. murr{h)inus, f. murra, see ine1. 

muscat strong sweet wine (xvi) from the grape 
so called (xvn). - (O)F - Pr. muscat, f. muse 
musk; see -ate’. So muscatel, -del in the same 
senses (xiv and xvi; - OF ); and muscadine (xvi 
and xvn; of doubtful orig ). 

muscle contractile fibrous bundle producing 
movement in an animal body xvi. - (O)F. - L. 
muse ulus, dim. of mus mouse, the form and 
movements of some muscles suggesting those 
of a mouse. Hence muscular xvn. musculo-, 
comb form of L. musculus. 

muscology study of mosses, xix. - modL. mu 
scologia, f. L. muscus moss; see logy. 

muscovado unrefined sugar, xvn. - Sp. 
mascabado. 

Muscovy (arch.) Russia, xvi. - F. Muscovie, 
fMoscovie - modL. Moscovia (see -la'), f. Russ. 
Moskva Moscow. So Muscovite Russian xvi. 

muse' be absorbed in thought, xrv. - (O)F. 
muser fmeditate, waste time, trifle Rom 
*musare, presumably rel. to medL. musum (see 
muzzle), but the sense-development is not 
obvious. 

Muse, muse3 goddess inspiring learning and 
the arts; a poet’s inspiring goddess, xrv. - (O)F. 
muse or L musa - Gr. mousa. 

museum fbuilding devoted to learning and the 
arts (regarded as ‘a home of the Muses’); build¬ 
ing for exhibition of objects of art or science 
(first applied to ‘Mr. Ashmole’s Museum at Ox¬ 
ford'). xvn. - L. museum library, study - Gr. 
rnouseion seat of the Muses, sb. use of n. of mou¬ 
se ios, f. mousa muse3. 

mush (N.Amer.) porridge made with meal xvn; 
(f. the vb.) pulpy mess or substance xix. prob 
symbolic alt. of mash. So vb. xvm Hence 
mushy xix. 

mushroom xv. Late ME. musseroun, mush- 
eron, by assim. musherom (xvi) - (O)F. mous- 
seron - late L. mussirid, on-. Hence vb. xvm 
(once, trans.), xix (intr.). 

music art of combining sounds in a certain 
order for aesthetic effect xnl; sounds in melodic 
or harmonic combination xrv; company of 
musicians, band xvi; musical score xvn. - 
(O)F. musique - L. music a - Gr. mousikt, sb. 
use of fern, of mousikos pert, to a Muse or the 
Muses, concerning the arts, f. mousa muse3. 

So musical xv. - (O)F - medL. musician xrv 
(ien). - (O)F., f. musique. 

musk odoriferous substance secreted by the 
musk-deer. xrv. - late L. muscus - Pers. musk, 
perh. - Skr. muskd- scrotum (the shape of the 
musk-deer’s musk-bag being similar), 

musket xvi. - F. mousquet, f-ette - It. moschetto, 
-etta (formerly) bolt from a crossbow, f. mosca 
fly L. musca, rel. to Gr. muia (cf. midge). 

Hence musketeer xvi; after F. mousquetaire. 
So musketry xvn. - F. mousqueterie. 

Muslim, Moslem Muhammadan, xvii. - 
Arab, muslim, act. ppl. of ’aslama (see Islam). 

muslin xvn. - F. mousseline - It. mussolina, 
ino, f. Mussolo Mosul (Arab. (al-)Mausil), where 

muslin was formerly made; cf. ine'. 

musquash large aquatic rodent, musk rat, xvn 
(mussascus, musquassus). of Algonquian orig. 

mussel bivalve mollusc. OE. mus(c)le, muxle 
(- L ), and - MLG. mussel, MDu. mosscele (Du. 
mossel) - Rom *muscula, alt f. L. musculus, 
dim. (see -cle) of L. mus mouse. 

Mussulman Muslim xvi. - Pers. musalmdn, 
f. muslim Muslim 

must’ unfermented juice of the grape. OE. must 
^ (O)HG. most - L mustum, sb. use of n of mu 
stus new, new born. 

must3 is obliged or required to xm. OE. moste, 
pt. of mot am permitted or obliged, may, must 
=■ OS. mot, muot (Du. moet), OHG. muoz find 
room or opportunity, may, must (G. muss), 
Goth, gamdt (it) has room, rel to MLG mote. 
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OHG. muoza (G. musse) leisure Gmc. *mdton, 
ofunkn. orig. 

must* mustiness, mould, xvii. back-formation 
from musty. 

mustachio xvi (mustaccio, achio, mastacho). - 
Sp. mostacho and its source It. mostaccio, based 
ult. on Gr. mustax, mustak upper lip, 
moustache. 

mustang wild horse of the American plains, 
xix. app. blending of Sp. mestengo (now mesteho) 
and mostrenco, both applied to wild or master¬ 
less cattle, the former being f. mesta (:- L. 
mixta, sb. use of fem. pp. of miscere mix) as¬ 
sociation of graziers, who appropriated wild 
cattle. 

mustard seeds of black and white mustard 
(plant of the genus Brassica) powdered and used 
as a condiment, etc. xm. - OF. mo(u)starde 
(mod. moutarde), f. Rom. *mosto, L. mustum 
must1; prop, applied to the condiment as orig. 
prepared by making the ground seeds into a 
paste with must. 

muster A. fexhibition, display; tpattem, ex¬ 
ample, sample; B. assembling of soldiers, etc.; 
assembly, collection, xrv. ME. mo(u)stre - OF. 
moustre (later in latinized form mo ns t re, mod. 
montre), repr. Rom. sb. f. *mostrare L. mon- 
strare show (cf. monster). So muster vb. tshow, 
display xm; collect, assemble xv. - OF. moustrer 
(mod. montrer). 

musty xvi. perh. alt. of moisty by assoc, with 
MUST1. 

mutable xrv. - L. mutabilis; see -able. So mu¬ 
tation xrv. - L. mu.ta.tid, -on-, f. mutare, mutat- 
change, f. IE. *moit-, extension of the base *moi- 
*mei-, repr. also in mean*, etc. Hence, by back- 
formation, mutate (-ate*) xix. 

mutch (dial., esp. Sc.) cap, coif. xv. - MDu. 
mutse (Du. mats), corr. to (M)HG. miltze, short¬ 
ened by-forms of MDu. a(l)mutse, MHG. armuz, 
almuz) - medL. almucia, of uncert. orig. 

mute silent, dumb. xrv. Early forms also me wet, 
muwet\ - (O)F. muet, dim. formation on OF. 
mu L. mutus, f. symbolic syll. *mu as in Gr. 
mundos, mukos, Skr. mdka- dumb. Arm. munj, 
and mutter. The form became permanently 
assim. to L. xvi. Hence vb. xix. 

mutilate deprive of a limb or principal part. 
xvi. f. pp. stem of L. mutilare cut or lop off, f. 
mutilus maimed; see -ate*. So mutilation 
xvii. - late L. 

mutiny open revolt against authority, xvi. f. 
(after words in -y*) tmutine - (O)F. mutin re 
bellious, mutinous, sb. rebel, mutineer, in xvi 
rebellion, mutiny, f. muete (mod. meute)Rom. 
*movita movement, f. *movit-, for L. mot- (see 
motion). So mutineer xvii. Hence mutiny vb. 
xvi, mutinous xvi. 

mutter speak almost inaudibly with nearly 
closed lips. xrv. frequent, formation (see -er4) 

on a base *mu-, repr. also in mute; cf. G. dial. 
muttern, ON. muskra murmur, L. muss(it)dre, 
muttire, Gr. miizein. 

mutton xm. ME. moto{u)n - OF. moton (mod. 
mouton)medL. multo, on-, prob. of Gaul. orig. 
(cf. (O)Ir. molt ram, Gael, mult wether, W. mollt 
sheep). 

mutual felt or done by each to the other xv; 
respective; pert, to both, common xvi. - (O)F. 
mutuel, f. L. mutuus borrowed, mutual 
*moitwos, f. EE. *moi change, as in mutare, see 
MUTABLE, -AL'. 

mutule (archit.) projection of stone or wood, 
modillion. xvi. - F. mutule - L. mutulus, prob. 
of Etruscan orig. 

muzhik see moujik. 

muzzle A. beast’s nose and mouth xv; open end 
of a gun xvi; B. contrivance confining an ani¬ 
mal's mouth xrv. ME. mosel - OF. musel (mod. 
museau) Gallo-Rom. *musellum, dim. of 
medL. musum, of unkn orig. Hence vb. xv. 

muzzy t(of places, etc.) dull, gloomy; stupid, 
fuddled, xviii. In early use also mussy, words 
similar in form and meaning are f mossy (xvi- 
xvn); dial, mosey, mosy (xv); muzz, muzzle 
vbs. (xvm); but their relations and orig. are 
obscure. 

my poss. pron. xn. ME. mi, reduced form of min 
mine’, orig. before a cons., as my son but mine 
eyes\ cf. thy. 

mylodon extinct gigantic sloth, xix. f. Gr. mule, 
mulos molar, prop, mill, millstone + od6n 
TOOTH. 

myna(h) see mina. 

mynheer Du. equiv. of ‘sir’, ‘Mr’; Dutchman, 
xvn. - Du. mijnheer, f. mijn mine1 -f heer lord, 
master, repr. compar. of Gmc. *xairaz hoar (lit.) 
grey-haired, (hence) honourable, august, 

myo- comb, form of Gr. miis muscle, as in 
myology science of muscles (xvii). 

myopia short-sightedness, xvm. - modL. - late 
Gr. miidpid, f. mdops, f. mtlein shut + dps eye. 

Hence myopic xvm. 
my os ot is plant of the genus so named, xix. - 
L. - Gr. muosdtis, f. muds, g. of mus mouse + ous, 
ot- ear'; so called from the soft hairy leaves, 

myriad ten thousand; countless number, xvi. - 
late L. myrias, myriad- - Gr. murids, muriad-, f. 
murios countless, innumerable, pi. murioi ten 
thousand; see -ad. 

myrmidon one of a warlike race of Thessaly 
xrv; fsoldier of a bodyguard, faithful follower; 
unscrupulously faithful attendant xvn. - L. pi. 
Myrmidones - Gr. Murmidones, acc. to legend 
created orig. from ants (murmekes). 

myrobalan plum-like fruit used now in tan¬ 
ning, etc. xvi. - F. myrobolan or its source L. 
myrobalanum - Gr. murobalanos, f. muron bal¬ 
sam, unguent + bdlanos acorn, date, ben-nut. 

myrrh gum resin from trees of genus Com¬ 
miphora. OE. myrra, myrre, corr. to OS. myrra 
(Du. mirre), OHG. myrra (G. myrrhe), ON. 
mirra\ Gmc. - L. myrrha - Gr. murrd, of Sem. 
orig. (cf. Arab, murr, Aram, miird); reinforced 
in ME. from OF. mirre (mod. myrrhe). 

myrtle tmyrtle berry xrv; plant of the genus 
Myrtus xvi. - medL. myrtilla, -us, dim of L. 
myrta, -us - Gr. murtos. 

myself OE. me self (accus. selfne), see me' and 

self; altered to mi self (xm) partly by loss of 

stress, partly on the analogy of herself, in 

which her was apprehended as genitive, 

mystagogue one who introduces to religious 

mysteries, xvi. - F. mystagogue or L. mysta- 
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gogus - Gr. mustagogos, f. mustes initiated per¬ 
son + agogos leading, dgein lead (see act). 

mystery' tphr. in (a) m., mystically xrv; re 
ligious truth or doctrine; hidden or secret thing 
xrv; religious rite xvr; (after F. mystere) miracle 
play xvm. - AN. *misterie (OF. mistere, mod. 
mystere) or its source L. mysterium - Gr. musti 
rion secret thing or ceremony, f. *mus as in 
mustikos mystic. So mysterious xvn - F. 

mystery* occupation, handicraft, art xrv; trade 
guild or company xv. - medL mister turn, contr. 
of L. ministerium ministry, by assoc, with 
mysterium (see prec.). 

mystic spiritually symbolical xrv; occult, enig¬ 
matical; pert, to direct communion with God 
xvn; sb. exponent of mystic theology; one who 
practises mystical communion xvn. - (O)F. mys¬ 

tique or L. mysticus - Gr. mustikos, f. mustes 
initiated one, f. mdein close (of eyes, lips), muein 
initiate. Hence mystical secret, occult, sym¬ 
bolical xv; pert, to mystics or mysticism xvn. 
mysticism xvm. So mystique xx. - F , sb. use 
of adj. 

mystify xix - F. mystifier, irreg. f. mystere 
mystery1 or mystique mystic; see -fy So 
mystification xix. 

myth xix. Formerly also mythe (cf. F. mythe), - 
modL. mythus, used in Eng. context (xix), beside 
mythas (from xvm) - late L. mythos, f. Gr. mii- 
tkos. So mythic(al) xvn. - late L. mythicus - Gr. 
muthikos. mythology fexposition of myths or 
fables xv; tsymbolical story, mythical meaning 
xvn; body of myths xvm. - F. mythologie or late 
L. my t ho login - Gr. muthologia. 



N 
nab (colloq.) catch, seize, xvn. of unkn. orig.; 
parallel to synon. and contemp. nap, which 
survives in kidnapper. 

nabob Muslim official acting as deputy gov 
emor in the Mogul empire xvn; rich person, 
spec, one who has returned from India xvm. - 
Pg. nababo - Urdu nawab (whence nawab 
xvm), prob. - Arab, nawwdb, intensive form of 
nd'ib deputy (confused with nuwwdb, Arab. pi.), 

nabs (colloq.) his nabs himself, fmy nabs 

myself, xvm. of unkn. orig.; cf. synon. nibs. 
nacre shell-fish yielding mother-of-pearl xvi; 
mother-of-pearl xvm. - (O)F.; see naker. Hence 
nacr(e)ous xix. 

nadir (astron.) fpoint in the heavens dia¬ 
metrically opposite to another xiv; point 
opposite to the zenith xv; lowest point xvm. - 
(O)F. - Arab, nazir opposite. In the second sense 
for nazir as-samt opposite to the zenith. 

naevus mole on the skin. xix. - L. ; of uncert. 
orig. 

naffy canteen in charge of N.A.A.F.I. (Navy 
Army and Air Force /nstitutes). xx. f the 
initials. 

nag' small riding-horse, xrv. of unkn. orig. 
nag3 (dial.) gnaw; be persistently worrying or 
annoying, xix. Also gnag, knag-, repr. by naggy 

xvn (knaggie) adj.; perh. of Scand. or LG. orig. 
(cf. Norw., Sw. nagga gnaw, nibble, irritate, LG. 
(g)naggen (xv) irritate, provoke), 

naiad water nymph, xvn. - L. - Gr. Naias, 

Naiad-, rel. to naein flow. The pi. Naiades (xiv) 
repr. F. Naiades or L. Naiades. 

naif see naive. 
nail hard terminal covering of finger and toe; 
small spike of metal OE.; the applications (xv) 
to measures of weight and length are of uncert. 
orig. OE. nasg(e)l = OS., OHG. nagal (Du., G. 
nagel), ON. naglGmc. *naj/az, f. an IE. base 
*nogh- repr. also by Lith. nagas nail, claw, 0S1. 
noguti nail, noga foot, Gr. onux, Skr. nakhd-, 

rel. further to L. unguis, OIr. ingen. Hence nail 
vb. OE. naeglan. 

nainsook cotton fabric of Indian orig. xix. - 
Urdu (Hindi) nainsukh, f. nain eye + sukh 

pleasure. 
naive, naive xvii. - (O)F. naive, fern, of naif 

(adopted earlier in Eng. xvi) L. nativus 

native. So naivete xvii, anglicized naivety 
xvm. 

naked OE. nacod = MLG., MDu. naket (Du. 
naakt), OHG. nackut (G. nackt), ON. ngkkvidr, 

Goth, naqaps Gmc. *nakwadaz, * idaz IE. 
*nogwodhos, *-edhos, ppl. deriv. of *nogw-, repr. 
also in L. nudus nude, OIr. nocht, Skr. nagnd-, 

OS1. nagu (Russ, nagoi), Lith. nuogas. 

naker (arch.) kettledrum, xiv (not in use later 
till revived by Scott). - OF. nacre, nacaire - It. 
nacchera - Arab, nakkara drum, 

namby-pamby weakly sentimental, child 

ishly simple, xvm. joc. redupl. formation on the 
name of Ambrose Philips (d. 1749), author of 
pastorals, which were ridiculed by H. Carey and 
Pope. 

name particular designation OE.; reputation 
xiii. OE. nama, noma = OS., OHG. namo (Du. 
naam, G. name), ON. nafn, namn, Goth, namo 
Gmc. *naman-, f. an IE. base *on6men-, *en6men- 
repr. by L. nomen, Gr. onoma, dial, onuma, 
onum-, OS1. img (Russ, imya), OIr. aihm, OW. 
anu, W. enw, Skr. ndman-. So name vb. OE. 
(ge)namian, repl. ME. nemne, OE. nemnan 
*namnjan. namely tespecially xii; that is to say 
xv. ME. name-, nomeliche, corr. to MDu. na¬ 
melike (Du. namelijk), MHG. nam(e)-, nem(e)li- 
che (G. ndmlich especially), ON. nafnliga by 
name, namesake xvii. prob. orig. said of per¬ 
sons or things coupled together ‘for the namei's) 
sake'. 

nankeen cotton cloth orig. made at Nankinig) 
in China, xvm. 

nanny children’s nurse, xviii. appellative use 
of pet-form of the female name Annie)-, see -y*. 

nap' take a short sleep. OE. hnappian, rel. to 
OHG ih)naffezan slumber (MHG. nafzen), of 
unkn. orig. Hence sb xiii. 

nap3 surface of cloth raised and cut smooth, xv 
inoppe). - MLG., MDu noppe, rel. to noppen trim 
by shearing the nap. 

nap3 fnapoleon (20-franc piece); card-game in 
which the player who calls five is said to go 
nap, formerly go the Napoleon, xix. Short for 
Napoleon, Christian name of certain French 
emperors, esp. Napoleon I (1769-1821), after 
whom the coin was named. 

napalm jellied petrol, xx. f. initial sylls. of 
NAPHTHA and PALMITIC. 

nape (hollow at) the back of the neck. xiii. ME. 
naupe, of unkn. orig. 

napery household linen, xiv. - OF. naperie, f. 
nape (mod. nappe) linen; see napkin, -ery. 

naphtha inflammable oil from coal. xvi. - L. - 
Gr. naphtha, also naphthas, of Oriental orig. 

Napier’s bones slips of bone, etc. used to 
facilitate multiplication and division according 
to a method devised by John Napier of Mer- 
chiston (1550-1617). xvii. So Napierian applied 
to the logarithms invented by him. xix. 

napkin xv. f. (O)F. nappe linen cloth L. 
mappa map + -kin. 

Napoleon see nap3. 
narcissism morbid self-love. xx. f. Narcissus, 
in Gr. myth, name of a beautiful youth who fell 
in love with his own reflection and pined away; 
see -ism. 

narcissus xvi. - L. - Gr. narkissos, the ter¬ 
mination of which suggests a Mediterranean 
orig. 

narcotic substance inducing stupor xiv; adj. 
xvii. - (O)F. narcotique or medL. narcoticus, sb. 
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-icum - Gr. narkotikos, sb. ikon, f. narkoun be¬ 
numb, stupefy, f. narke numbness, stupor; see 
-one. 

nard aromatic unguent xiv, derived from the 
plant so named (cf. spikenard) xvi. - L. nardus - 
Gr. nardos, of Sem. orig. 

narghile hookah, xix. - (partly through F. 
narghileh, narguile) Pers (Turk.) ndrgileh, f. 
Pers. nargil coconut, of which the receptacle for 
the tobacco was made. 

nark (si.) police spy or informer.xix. - Romany 
nak nose. 

narrate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. narrdre (f. gndrus 
knowing), or back-formation from narration 
(xv, - (O)F. or L ). So narrative sb. xvi; adj 
xvn. - F. narratif, -ive adj. and fsb. - late L. 
narrativus 

narrow having little breadth OE.; (dial.) par¬ 
simonious, ‘close’; strict, close xiii; lacking in 
breadth of view or sympathy xvii. OE. nearu 
(stem nearw-) = OS. naru (MDu. nare, naer, Du. 
naar) Gmc. *narwaz (repr. in MHG. narwe, 
G. narbe, MLG. nar(w)e scar, sb. use of the adj.), 
of which no certain cogns. are known. So nar¬ 
row vb. OE. nearwian confine, foppress, be¬ 
come narrow; but in ME (xni) a new formation 
on the adj. 

narthex (archit.) vestibule extending across 
the west end of a church, xvn. - L. narthex - 
Gr. narthex giant fennel, stick, casket, narthex. 

narwhal xvn. - Du. narwal - Da. narhval; the 
second el. is whale. The relation to synon. ON. 
ndhvalr is obscure; the latter appears to be f. 
ndr corpse, and the allusion is supposed to be to 
the colour of the animal’s skin, 

nary see never. 

nasal adj. xvn. - F. nasal or medL. ndsdlis, f. 
nasus nose; see -al'. Also sb. nose-piece of 
a helmet xiv (nasel). - OF. nasal, -el - medL. 
ndsdle, sb. use of n. of adj. 

nascent being born or produced, xvn. - L. 
nascens, -ent-, prp. of nasci be born; see natal, 

-ent. 

naso- used as comb, form of L. nasus nose (for 
the regular nasi ), xix. 

nasturtium genus of cruciferous plants 
(watercress, etc.) having a pungent taste xvn; 
trailing plant of the genus Tropaeolum xvm. - 
L.; of uncert. orig. 

nasty filthy, dirty xiv; nauseous xvi; (of 
weather) foul, dirty xvn; offensive xvm; ill- 
natured xix. Early vars. fnaxty, tnaxte, which 
with tnaskie (xvn) suggest ult derivation from 
an obscure base *nask- (*nax-), which appears 
also in Sw. dial, naskug, nasket dirty, nasty; see 
-Y1. 

natal pert, to birth or nativity, xiv. - L. natalis, 
f. nat-, pp. stem of nasci be born, f. *gn- produce; 

see kin, -al'. 

natation xvi. - L. natatio, on-, f. nature swim, 
frequent, of nare, f. IE. *sna-, repr. also by Gr. 
ndkhein swim, Skr. sndti bathe, Ir. sndm swim¬ 
ming, W nawf; see -ation. So natatorial xix, 
natatory xvm - late L. natbtorius. 

nation xm. - (O)F nation, + nacioun - L natid, 
on- breed, stock, race, f. nat-, pp. stem of nasci 
be born; see natal, -tion So national xvi. 

nationality xvn. nationalize, nationalist 
xvm. native (hist.) born thrall xv; (astrol.) sub¬ 
ject of a horoscope; one born in a particular 
place xvi; original or usual inhabitant xvn. - 
medL. nativus, sb. use of L. nativus adj. (whence 
acfj. xiv, of one’s birth xv), f. nat-, pp. stem of 
nasci; see -ive nativity (festival of) the birth 
of Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, or St. John 
Baptist xii, birth xiv - (O)F. - late L. 

natron native hydrated sodium carbonate. 
xvn. - F. - Sp. - Arab natrun - Gr. nitron nitre. 

natter vb. xix. of imit. orig. Also sb. xx. 
natterjack toad Bufo calamita. xvm. perh. f. 
prec. (from its loud croak)+jack' (applied dial, 
to newts and flies). 

natty neatly smart xvm; (dial.) deft, clever xix. 
orig. dial, or si.; rel. obscurely to neat*; see -y'. 

nature essential qualities or innate character 
of; vital powers of xm; inherent power domin 
ating one’s action; creative and regulative 
power in the world xiv; material world xvii. - 
(O)F. - L. ndtura, f. pp. stem of nasci (see 
natal). So natural xrv. Earlier naturel - (O)F 
naturel, +natural - L. naturalis. naturalize 
xvi. - F. naturaliser. naturalism system of mo¬ 
rality having natural basis xvn; extreme form 
of realism xix. - F. 

naught nothing. OE. nawiht, nawuht, nauht, f. 
nd uo* + wiht wight. Cf. nought. Used predi 
catively, passing into adj. OE.; superseded by 
deriv. naughty fpoor, needy xiv; fbad, of in¬ 
ferior quality xrv; morally bad xvi; (of children) 
wayward, inclined to disobedience xvn. 

nausea feeling of sickness xvi; strong disgust 
xvii. - L. nausea, nausia - Gr. nausid, nautia, 
seasickness, nausea, f. naus ship (see naval). 

So nauseate reject with nausea; affect with 
nausea, xvii. f. pp. stem of L. nausedre. nause¬ 
ous XVII. 

nautch E. Indian exhibition of professional 
dancing, xix. - Urdu (Hindi) ndc - Prakrit 
nacca- - Skr nrtya- dancing, f. nrt dance, 

nautical xvi. f. L. nauticus - Gr. nautikos, f. 
nautes sailor, f. naus ship; see naval, -ical. 

nautilus cephalopod which has webbed dorsal 
arms formerly believed to be used as sails. 
xvii. - L. - Gr. nautilos sailor, nautilus, f. nautes 
(see prec ). 

naval xvi. - L. navalis, f. navis ship, rel. to Skr. 
nail-, Gr. naus, Ir. nau, ON nor ; see -al'. 

nave1 central block of a wheel. OE. nafu and 
nafa, corr to MDu. nave (Du. naaf), OHG. naba 
(G. nabe), ON. np/Gmc. *nabd, rel to Latv. 
naba navel, Skr ndbhi- nave, navel; cf. navel. 

nave* main body of a church, xvii. - medL. spec, 
use of L. navis ship (see naval). 

navel OE. nafela = (M)LG., (M)Du. navel, OHG. 
nabalo (G. nabel), ON. nafli: - Gmc. *nabalan-, 
rel. to L. umbo boss of shield, umbilicus navel, 
Gr. omphalos navel, boss of shield, Skr. ndbhi, 
OIr. imbliu navel, cf. nave'. 

navicular (anat.) of bones in the hand and the 
foot. xvi. - F. naviculaire or late L. ndvicularis, 
f. navicula, dim. of navis ship; see naval, -ar. 

navigable xvi. - F. navigable or L. navigdbilis, 
f. ndvigdre (whence navigate xvi), f. navis ship 
(see naval) + -ig , comb, stem of agere drive (see 
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act). So navigation xvi. - (O)F. or L. navi¬ 
gator xvi. - L. 

navvy xix. colloq. abbrev. of navigator used in 
this sense (xvm), prop, one who constructs a 
'navigation’ or artificial waterway, 

navy fships, shipping; (arch.) fleet xiv, state s 
ships of war xvi. - OF. navie ship, fleet - popL. 
ndvia ship, boat, coll, formation on L. navis 
ship; see naval, -y8. 

nawab see nabob. 
nay adv. no xii; sb. denial, refusal xiv. - ON. nei, 

f. ne neg. particle (see NO*) + ei ay. 
Nazi (member) of German National Socialist 
party, xx. repr. pronunc. of Nati- in G. 
Nationalsozialist. 

neap applied to tides at which high-water level 
is at its lowest. OE. nep in nepflod, then not rec¬ 
orded till xv; of unkn. orig. 

near adv. (dial.) almost, nearly xn; to, within, 
or at a little distance xm. First in northerly and 
easterly texts in the form ner - ON. riser, compar. 
of nd- nigh, corr. to OE. near (superseded in gen. 
use by the new formation nearer (xvi)), OS. 
ndhor (Du. naar to, for, after), OHG. nahor, 
Goth, nehwis Gmc. *nexwiz, *nexwoz. Hence 
prep, close to xm; adj. closely placed or related 
xiv, niggardly xvii. nearly (-ly2) closely xvi; al¬ 
most xvn; superseded near adv. in all exc. the 
purely physical uses. 

neat’ (arch., dial.) animal of the ox kind, cattle. 
OE. neat = OS. not (Du. noot), OHG. noz, ON. 
naut Gmc. *nautam, f. *naut- *neut- *nut- 
make use of, enjoy, whence also OE. neotan, 
OHG. niozan (G. geniessen), ON. njota, neyta, 
Goth, niutan use, enjoy. 

neat2 fclean, tclear; free from reductions; 
smart, dainty, tidy. xvi. - (O)F. netL. nitidus 
shining, clean, f. nitere shine, 

neb (dial.) beak, bill; nose; tface OE.; nib, peak, 
tip. xvi. OE. nebb = ON. nef, rel. to MLG., MDu. 
nebbe (Du. nebbe, neb)Gmc. *nabja-. Cf. nib. 

nebula film over the eye xvii; cloud-like cluster 
of stars xvm. - L. nebula, rel. to OE. nifol dark, 
OS. nebal (Du. nevel), OHG. nebul (G. nebel) 
cloud, OIr. nel, Gr. nephele cloud, the simple IE. 
base being repr. by OS1. nebo, Gr. nephos cloud, 
Skr. ndbha- cloud, mist. So nebuly ( ys) (her.) 
wavy like the edges of clouds, xvi. - F. nebule, 
medL. nebulatus. nebulous xvi. - F. nebuleux 
or L. nebuldsus. 

necessary inevitably determined; not to be 
done without; also sb. xiv. - AN. *necessarie (OF. 
necessaire) or L. necessarius, f. necesse (esse, 
habere) (be, consider) necessary; see -ary. So 
necessity xiv. - (O)F. - L. necessitous needy. 
xvii. - F. 

neck OE. (in various transf. uses from xiv). OE. 
hnecca, corr. to MDu. nac, necke (Du. nek), OHG. 
(h)nac (G. nacken nape), ON. hnakki nape 
Gmc. *xnak(j)-, rel. to Olr. cnocc, OBret. cnoch 
hill, elevation (cf. OHG. knock summit). Hence 
neckerchief xiv (see kerchief), necklace xvi. 

necro- comb, form of Gr. nekros corpse, rel. to 
L. nex slaughter. 

necromancy xiii. Earliest forms in nigro-, 
nigra-, negro- - OF. nigromancie - Rom. (medL.) 
nigromantia, alt., by assoc, with niger, nigr- 

black, of late L. necromantia - Gr. nekro 
manteid, f. nekros + manteid: see prec., -mancy; 

refash, xvi as in F. after L. and Gr. So necro¬ 
mancer (-ER2) XIV. 

necropolis cemetery, xix. - Gr. nekropolis, f. 
nekros necro- + polis city, -polis. 

necrosis (path.) mortification of tissue, xvii. - 

Gr. nekrosis state of death, f. nekroun kill, mor¬ 
tify, f. nekros, see necro-, -osis. 

nectar drink of the gods; delicious drink, sweet 
fluid, xvi. - L. - Gr. nektar, of uncert. orig. So 
nectarean xvii, -eous xvm, -ian xvii; after L. 
nectareus, Gr. nektareos, F. nectareen. nec¬ 

tarine (-ine1) variety of peach, xvii. prob. sb. 
use of nectarine adj. nectary (bot.) part of a 
flower that secretes nectar, xvm. - modL. 
nectarium. 

neddy donkey, xvm. f. Ned, pet form of the 
Christian name Edward + -y8. 

nee xvii. - F., ‘born’, fern. pp. of naitre Rom. 
*nascere, for L. ndsci (see natal). 

need tforce, constraint; necessity; lack, want; 
matter requiring action. OE. (non-WS.) ned, 
(WS.) nied = OS. nod (Du. nood), OHG. not (G. 
not), ON. naud, Goth, naups Gmc. *naudiz, 
*naupiz, rel. to OPruss. nautin need. So need 

vb. be necessary OE.; have need, be in need. 
OE. neodian (rare). Hence needful tneedy xii; 

requisite, necessary xiv. needy indigent xii. 

needle pointed implement for sewing OE.; mag¬ 
netized steel of a compass; pillar, obelisk; 
sharp-pointed mass of rock xiv. OE. nxdl = OS. 
nddla, ndthla, MLG. ndlde, OHG. nadala (Du. 
naald, G. nadel), ON. ndl, Goth, nepla Gmc. 
*neplo, f. IE. *ne- sew, repr. also by MDu. naeyen 
(Du. naaien), OHG. naian (G. nahen), L. nere 
spin, Gr. nema thread. See -le‘. 

needs of necessity, necessarily. OE. nedes\ 
finally superseding earlier tneed, OE. nede 
(nyde, nlde), instrumental case of ned need; 

see -s. 
nefarious xvi. f. L. nefarius, f. nefas wrong, 
wickedness, f. ne- (see no8)+/as divine per¬ 
mission or law (as opposed to jus human law), 

negation negative statement, denial, xvi. - 
(O)F. negation or L. negatio, on-, f. negare say 
no, deny, f. neg-\ see no8, -ation. Also negative 

adj. and sb. xiv. - (O)F. or late L.; hence vb. 
XVIII. 

neglect vb. xvi. f. neglect-, pp. stem of L. neg- 
legere disregard, slight, f. neg- + legere choose; 
see no8, lection. Hence sb. xvi. So negligence, 

-ent xiv. - (O)F. or L. 
negotiate hold conference (with) xvi; manage; 
convert into money xvii; (orig. in hunting) sue 
ceed in getting over, etc., clear xix. f. pp. stem 
of L. negotiari carry on business, f. negotium 
business, f. neg- + otium leisure; see no8, otiose, 

-ate8. So negotiation xvi. - L. 
Negro black man, blackamoor, xvi - Sp., Pg. 
negro L. niger, nigr- black. So Negress (-ess1) 

xviii - F. negresse. negrillo, negrito xix. - Sp. 
Negus ruler of Ethiopia, xvi (neguz). - Amharic 
n’gus king. 

negus hot spiced drink, xvm. f. name of the 
inventor. Colonel Francis Negus (d. 1732). 

neigh (of a horse) utter its characteristic cry. 
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OE. hnxgan = MDu. neyen, MHG. negen, of 
unit. orig. Hence sb. xvi. 

neighbour OE. neahgebur, neahhebur, f. neah 
nigh + gebur peasant, freeholder (f. Gmc. *bu- 
dwell; cf. boor); corr. to MDu. nagebuer, OHG. 
nahgibur; cf. OS. nabur, MLG., MDu. nabur, 
MHG. ndchbur (G. nachbar), ON ndbui. Hence 
neighbourhood xv. 

neither A. adv. not either xm; nor, nor yet xv; 
B. adj. and sb. not the one or the other xm. ME. 
naider, neider, alt., after either, of na(u)ther, 
no(u)ther, OE. nawder, nader, *noder, contr. of 
ndhwaeder, f. nd no8 + hwaeder whether. 

nemato- comb, form of Gr. nemo, nemat- thread 
(see needle), used in terms of nat. hist. xix. 

nemertean, -ine (one) of a class of flat-worms, 
xix. f. modL. Nemertes - Gr. Nemertis name of a 
sea-nymph; see -ean, -ine1. 

nemesis goddess of retribution; retributive 
justice, xvi. - Gr. nemesis righteous indignation 
(also personified), f. nemein to deal out what is 
due, rel. to nomos custom, law. 

nenuphar water-lily. xvi. - medL. - Arab and 
Pers. ninufar, nilufar - Skr. nilotpala blue lotus, 
f. ntla- blue + utpala- lotus. 

neo- comb, form of Gr. neos new. neologism, 
neology xvm. - F. 

neophyte xvi. - ecclL. neophytus - N T. Gr. neo- 
phutos ‘newly planted’, f. neos neo- +phuton 
plant (n. of pp. formation on phuein cause to be 
(see be)). 

neoteric recent, modern, xvi. - late L. neo- 
tericus - Gr. neoterikos, f. nedteros, compar. of 
neos new; see -ic. 

nepenthe drug supposed to banish grief or 
trouble from the mind xvi; plant yielding the 
drug xvii. alt., after It. nepente, of nepenthes 
(xvi) - L. nepenthes - Gr. nepenthes, n. of nepen 
this banishing pain, f. ne- (see no3) +pemhos 
grief (see pathos). 

nephelo- comb, form of Gr. nephele cloud (see 
nebula), xix. 

nephew xm. ME. neveu - (O)F. neveu, also 
ONF. nevu, nevo = It. nepote L. nepos, nepot- 
grandson, nephew, descendant; rel. to Skr. 
ndpdt, Gr. anepsids nephew, OLith. nep(u)otis, 
Ir. nia sister’s son, and in Gmc. OE. nefa, OS 
nevo (Du. neef), OHG nevo (G. neffe), ON. nefi. 
Cf. niece. 

nephritic affecting the kidneys, xvi. - late L. 
nephrlticus - Gr. nephritikos, f. nephritis 
(whence, through late L., nephritis xvi), f. 
nephros kidney; -ic. So nephro- comb, form of 
the Gr. sb. xvii. 

ne plus ultra command to go no further; 
utmost limit, xvii. - L. phr., ‘not more beyond’, 
said to have been inscribed on the Pillars of 
Hercules (Strait of Gibraltar). 

nepotism xvii. - F. nepotisme - It. nepotismo, f. 
nepote nephew; see -ism. 

Neptunian (geol.) pert, to the action of water, 
xvm. f. L. Neptunius, f. Neptunus god of the sea; 
see -ian. 

nereid sea nymph, xvii. - L. Nereis, Nereid - 
Gr. Nereis, Nereid f. Nereus ancient sea-god, f. 
base of L. ncire swim; see natation, -id. 

neroli xvii. - F. neroli - It. neroli, said to be from 
the name of its discoverer, an Italian princess, 

nerve sinew, tendon xvi; fibrous connection 
conveying sensation, etc. between the brain and 
other parts xvii. - L. nervus sinew, bowstring, 
rel. to Gr. neuron sinew, nerve, and further to 
L. nere spin (see needle). So nervous xiv. - L. 
nervosus nervy (y1) xvii. 

nescience lack of knowledge, xvii - late L. 
nescientia, f. nesciens, -erit- (whence nescient 

xvii), prp. of nescire be ignorant, f. ne- (see no3) 

+ scire know. 
ness OE. naesis), nes(s), naesse, corr. to LG. nesse, 
ON. nes, rel. to OE. naes-, nasu nose. The gen¬ 
eralization of the form ness, as opposed to nass, 
is due partly to the prevalence of place-names 
in -ness, partly to ON. nes. 

-ness suffix expressing state or condition ap¬ 
pended to adjs. and pps., in more recent use to 
prons.. advs., and phrs. OE. -nes(s), -nis(s) = OS. 
-nessi, nissi (Du. -nis), OHG. -nessi, -nissi, -nassi 
(G. -nis), Goth, -nassus, f. *-n- (of str. pps.) + 
*-assus, f. *-atjan verbal suffix (the vowel- 
variation a e i is unexpl.). A concr. sense is de¬ 
veloped in fastness, likeness, wilderness, 

witness. 

nest bird’s laying- and hatching-place OE.; set 
of similar objects xvi. OE. nest = (M)Du., (O)HG. 
nestIE. *nizdo-, whence also L nidus, OIr. net 
(mod. nead), W. nyth nest, Skr. nidd resting 
place; f. *ni down (cf. nether) + *sed- sit. Hence 
vb. xm; repl OE. nistan = MDu., (O)HG. nisten. 

nestle have a nest OE.; refi. and intr. settle one¬ 
self comfortably xvi. OE nestlian = MLG., 
(M)Du. nestelen (cf. OE nistl(i)an, MHG. 
nislelen)-, see prec. and -le3. So nestling young 
bird in the nest xiv; f. nest or nestle, perh. after 
MDu. nestelinc (mod. -ling). 

Nestor name of a Homeric hero famous for his 
age and wisdom, used alius, for a wise old man. 
xvi. 

net1 sb. OE net(t) = OS. net(ti), (M)Du. net, 
MLG., MDu. nette, OHG. nezzd (G. netz), ON. net, 
Goth, nati; perh. rel. to L. nassa narrow-necked 
basket for catching fish. Hence vb. xvi. 

net2 ftrim, smart, clean, bright xrv; free from 
deduction xvi. - F. net, fern, nette neat2. 

nether lower (now rare exc. in nether garments, 
n. regions). OE. neodera, nidera = OS. nithiri 
(Du. neder), MLG. ned(d)er, OHG. nidari, -eri, 
-iri (G. nieder), ON. nedri; f. Gmc. *nibar (repr. 
by OE. nider, etc.) down, downwards = Skr 
nitardm, f. *ni- down, with compar. suffix, 

nettle OE. net(e)le, netel = OS. netila, MLG 
net(t)ele, MDu. netele (Du. netel), OHG. nezzila 
(G. nessel), OSw., Icel. netla Gmc. *natilon, see 
-le1. Hence nettle vb. beat or sting with nettles 
xv; irritate, vex xvi. 

neume (mus., in plainsong) group of notes sung 
to one syllable xv; sign used in plainsong no¬ 
tation xix. - (O)F. neume - medL. neu(p)ma - 
Gr. pneuma breath. 

neural pert, to the nerves, xix. f. Gr. neuron 
NERVE + -AL1. 

neuralgia affection of a nerve causing pain, 
xix. f. Gr. neuron nerve + algos pain, 

neuro-, before a vowel neur-, comb, form of 
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Gr. neuron nerve, as in neurasthenia, neur¬ 

itis xix. neurology xvn. - modL. neurologic - 
mod Gr. neurologia. neurotomy xvm. 

neuter neither masculine nor feminine xiv; in¬ 
transitive; neutral xvi; asexual, sterile xvm. - 
(O)F. neutre or its source L. neuter, f. ne- (see 
no3) + uter either of two. So neutral not taking 
sides; occupying a middle position xvi; (chem.) 
xvn. - F. tneutral or L. neutralis. neutrality 

xv. - (O)F. or medL. 
neve granular snow on a glacier; field of frozen 
snow. xix. - Swiss F. neve glacier Rom. *ni- 
vatum, f. L. nix, niv- snow. 

never OE. nxfre, f. ne + xfre\ see no3, ever. The 
contr. form ner{e), with indef. art. nere a, ne'er 
a, became (dial.) narrow a, narra, (esp. U.S.) 
nary. Hence nevertheless xiii; repl. earlier 
notheless, natheless OE. nd fry Ixs, f. nd, no 
no' + instr case of the + less. 

new OE. ni(o)we, neowe = OS. niuwi, nigi, MLG. 
ni(g)e, MDu. nieuwe, nuwe, nie (Du. nieuw), 
OHG. niuwi (G. neu), ON. nyr, Goth, niujis 
Gmc. *neujaz IE. *newjos, repr. by Gr. (Ionic) 
neios, OIr. nue, OS1. novu, Lith. naujas, modi¬ 
fication of *newos, repr. by L. novus, Gr. neos, 
Skr. ndva-. 

newel pillar forming the centre of a winding 
stair xiv; post supporting the handrail of a stair¬ 
case xix. ME. nowel - OF. no(u)el knob medL 
nodellus, dim. of nodus knot, 

newfangled fond of novelty xv; new fashioned 
xvi. alt. (by addition of -ed') of newefangel xiv, 
f. newe adv. f. new + *fangel, repr. an OE. *fangol 
‘inclined to seize’, f. Gmc. *fatjg-\ see fang, -lej. 

news fnovelties xiv; tidings xv. pi. of new; after 
OF. noveles, pi. of novele (mod. nouvelle) novel; 

or after medL. nova, pi. of npvum new thing, sb. 
use of n. of novus new. Hence newspaper xvn. 

newt xv. f. -n of an+ewt, var. of ewet, OE. efeta, 
of unkn. orig. 

next lying nearest; nearest in kinship; im¬ 
mediately preceding or succeeding OE.; im 
mediately following in time xu. OE. (non- 
WS.) nehsta, (WS.) niehsta = OS. na(h)isto (Du. 
naaste), OHG. nahisto (G. nachste), ON. nxstr, 
nxsti; superl. of nigh (see -est). 

nexus bond, link xvn; connected group xix. - 
L., f. nex-, pp. stem of nectere bind, 

nib (dial.) beak, bill xvi; pen-point; (pi.) short 
handles on the shaft of a scythe xvii; peak, tip 
xvm; (pi.) small pieces into which cocoa-beans 
are crushed xix. prob. - MDu. nib or MLG. 
nibbe, var. of nebbe beak, neb. 

nibble take little bites (of); fig. carp. xv. cf. LG. 
nibbeln, also gnibbeln, knibbeln gnaw = Du. 
knibbelen gnaw, murmur, squabble, 

niblick golf club having a small round heavy 
head. xix. of unkn orig. 

nibs xix. See nabs. 

nice ffoolish, stupid xiii; fwanton xiv; fcoy, shy 
xv, fastidious, dainty; difficult to manage or 
decide; minute and subtle; precise, critical; 
minutely accurate xvi; dainty, appetizing; 
agreeable, delightful xvm. - OF. nice silly, 
simple L. nescius ignorant, f. ne- (see no3) + 
scire, sci- know. So nicety xiv. - OF. nicete. 

Nicene pert, to (councils of the Church held at) 

Nicaea (Gr. Ntkaia) in Bithynia, esp. of the creed 
adopted at the first of these (a.d. 325). xv. - late 
L. Nicenus, Nicxnus. 

niche xvn. - (O)F. niche, f. nicher make a nest, 
nestle Rom. *nidicare, f. L. nidus nest. 

nick sb. notch xv; precise moment xvi; vb. make 
a notch in; hit off, win at the game of hazard; 
trick, cheat xvi. of unkn. orig. 

Nick Old N., the devil, xvn. usu. taken to be 
abbrev. of the name Nicholas, but no reason for 
such an application is known, 

nickel hard silvery-white lustrous mineral, 
xvm. shortening of G. kupfernickel ‘copper 
nickel’ (mining name of the copper-coloured ore 
from which the metal was first obtained); -nickel 
app. = nickel dwarf, mischievous demon, the 
name being given to the ore because it yielded 
no copper in spite of its appearance, 

nickname xv. ME. nekename, f. -n of an + 
tekename (xiv), f. eke addition (see eke2) + 
name, after ON. aukanafn. 

nicotine xix. - F., f. modL. nicotiana tobacco- 
plant, f. name of Jacques Nicot, French am¬ 
bassador at Lisbon, by whom tobacco was first 
introduced into France in 1560; see -ine3. 

nictitate blink, wink. xvm. f. pp. stem of medL. 
nictitare, frequent, of L. nictare blink; see -ate3. 
So nictitation xvm. 

nidilication nest-building, xvn. - medL. 
nidificatid, -on-, f. L. nidificare (whence nidi¬ 
ficate xix, nidify xvn), f. nidus nest. 

niece xiii. - (O)F. niece popL. *neptia, for L. 
neptis, corr. to Skr. naptt-, Gmc. *niptiz, whence 
OE., OHG. nift, MDu. nichte (Du. nicht), ON 
nipt. Cf. NEPHEW. 

niello black composition for filling in engraved 
designs, etc. xix. - It.L. nigellus, dim. of niger 
black. 

niggard sb. stingy person; adj. stingy, miserly, 
xrv. alt., with substitution of suffix -ard, of 
earlier tnigon (xiv-xvi), f. fnig (xm-xvn); prob. 
of Scand. orig. (cf. Sw. njugg, ON. hnpggr, 
Norw. nogg), and ult. rel. to OE. hneaw nig¬ 
gardly, corr. to MDu. nauwe (Du. nauw narrow, 
tight), MHG. nouwe careful, exact, (ge)nouwe 
scarcely (G. genau exactly). Hence niggardly 
xvi; see -ly', -lyj. 

nigger Negro, xvm. Later form of (dial.) ne{e)- 
ger xvi (- F. negre - Sp. negro), tniger xvi-xviii 
(- L. niger black). 

niggle do anything in a trifling or ineffective 
way. xvi. app. of Scand. orig. (cf. Norw. nigla). 

nigh (arch., dial.) near. OE. ne(a)h, corr. to OS., 
OHG. ndh (Du. na, G. nah), ON. nd-, Goth, nehw, 
of unkn. orig Fully declined as adj. only in 
OHG.; in OE. chiefly in advb. use or with obj. 
dative. Cf. near, next. 

night OE. ni(e)ht, with vowel generalized from 
case-forms in which mutation was regular, the 
normal (Angl.) nom. being nxht, neaht = OS., 
OHG. naht ((M)Du., G. nacht), ON natt, nott, 
Goth, nahts. The IE. base *noqt- is repr. also by 
L. nox, noct-, Gr. nux, nukt-, OS1. nosti, Lith. 
naktis, OIr nocht, W. nos, Skr. nakt-. 

nightingale ME. nihtingale (xiii), alt of nihte- 
gale, OE. nihtegala (nehte-, nxhte-, etc.) = OS., 
OHG. nahta-, nahtigala (Du. nachtegaal, G. 
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nachtigall), ON. nxtrgali; f. Gmc. *naxt(i)- 
night + *3alan sing (see yell). 

nightmare female incubus xm; bad dream 
with a feeling of suffocation xvi. f. night + ME 
mare, OE. mxre incubus, corr. to MLG. mar, 
MDu. mare, maer, OHG., ON. mara (G. mahr) 

Gmc. *maran-, *maron. 
nightshade plant of genera Solarium and 
Atropa. OE. nihtscada, corr. to MLG., MDu. 
nachtschade, OHG. nahtscato (G. nacht- 
schatten), app. f. night + shade, prob. with al¬ 
lusion to the poisonous or narcotic properties of 
the berries. 

nigrescent blackish, xvm. - prp. stem of L. 
nigrescere grow black, f. niger black; see 
-ESCE, -ENT. 

nihilism negative doctrines in religion or 
morals; extreme revolutionary principles in¬ 
volving destruction of existing institutions, xix. 
Also nihilist xix. f. L. nihil (short for nihilum, 
for * nihilum, f. ni, var. of ni (see no 3) + hilum 
small thing, trifle) + -ism, -ist. 

nil nothing, xix. - L., contr. of nihil (see prec.). 
Milometer gauge for measuring the height of 
the river Nile. xvm. - Gr. neilometrion, with 
assim. to words in -meter. 

nimble ME. nemel (xm), later nemble, neam- 
(b)le, app. repr. OE. nxmel quick at seizing, f. 
the base of niman str. vb. take; superseded by 
nymel (xv), later nymble, which may repr. either 
a phonetic development or an OE. *nimol (cf. 
numol grasping, biting); see -le2. 

nimbus cloud-like splendour investing a god 
xvii; halo xvm; rain-cloud xix. - L. nimbus rain, 
cloud, aureole. 

Nimrod ttyrant xvii; great hunter xvm. - Heb 
Nimrodh valiant, strong; name of ‘a mighty one 
in the earth’ and a ‘mighty hunter before the 
Lord’ (Gen. 10: 8,9). 

nincompoop xvii (nicom-, nickum). of unkn. 
orig. 

nine OE. nigon = OS. nigun, -on (Du. negen) 
*ni3un, var. of Gmc. *niwun (repr. by OHG. 
niun, G. neun, ON. niu, Goth, niun) 
IE. *{e)newn, repr. by L. novem, Gr. ennea, OIr. 
noi(n), OS1. dev^ti, Lith. devyni, Skr. ndva-. So 
nineteen OE. nigontyne = OS. nigenlein (Du. 
negentien), OHG. niunzehan (G. neunzehn), ON 
nitjdn. nineteenth OE. nigonteoda ninth ME. 
ni3onpe (xn), a new formation superseding OE. 
mgoda = OS. nigudo, MLG. negede ninety 

OE. nigontig. ninepins xvi. 
ninny xvi. Appellative use of Ninny, pet-form 
of Innocent, with prefixed n and -y*. 

nip' pinch xiv; snatch, seize smartly xvi; move 
nimbly xix. prob. of LG. or Du. orig.; cf. tSc. gnip 
(xiv), ikmp (xvi). Hence sb. xvi. nipper tthief 
xvi; costermonger’s boy, (hence) youngster xix. 

nip2 fhalf-pint of ale xvm; small quantity of 
spirits xix. prob. short for tnipperkin (xvii) 
measure of half a pint or less, small quantity of 
drink, rel. to LG., Du. nippen. 

nipple xvi. Early forms also neble, nible, perh. 
dim. of neb, nib point; see -le’. 

nirvana (in Buddhism) extinction of individual 
existence, xix. - Skr. nirvana-, sb. use of n. pp 
of nirva be extinguished, f. nis out + va- blow. 

nisi (leg.) attached to decree, order, rule, to in¬ 
dicate that these are not absolute or final, but 
are to be taken as valid unless some cause is 
shown, etc. xix. - L. nisi unless. So nisi prius 
writ named from the first two words of the pro¬ 
viso ‘nisi prius justiciarii ad assisas capiendas 
venerint' unless the judges come to take the 
assize before. 

nit egg of a louse, etc. OE. hnitu = MLG., MDu. 
nete (Du. neet), OHG. (h)niz (G. nisse)WGmc. 
*xnito. 

nitid shining, glossy, xvii. - L. nitidus, f. nitere 
shine; see id'. 

nitre fsodium carbonate, (now) saltpetre xiv; 
tsupposed nitrous element in air or plants 
xvii. - (O)F. - L nitrum - Gr. nitron, of Sem 
or Egyptian orig. (cf. Heb. netr natron, Egyptian 
ntr): cf. natron. The comb, form is nitro-. So 
nitric (-ic) applied to an acid produced by the 
treatment of nitrates with sulphuric acid, 
xvm. - F. nitrique. nitrate ( ate2) xviii. - F. 
nitrous (-ous) xvii. - L nitrdsus\ later - F. 
nitreux. 

nitrogen xvm. - F. nitrogene\ see nitro-, -gen. 

So named from being a constituent of nitric acid 
nix' (si.) nothing, xvm. - colloq. G. nix, for 
nichts, g of niht nothing (cf. nought). 

nix2 water-sprite, xix. - G. nix, MHC-. nickes, 
OHG. nihhus. So nixie water-nymph, xix. - G. 
nixe OHG. nicchessa, with assim. of ending to 
-IE. 

no1 not (in lit. use surviving only in or no (xv)). 
OE. no, f. ne + o, var. of a ever. The midi, and 
south. ME. repr. of OE. nd (see no2) coalesced 
with this and influenced the pronunc. 

no2 not any. xiii (na, no). Clipped form of none1, 

orig. used (like a') before words beginning with 
a cons. Comps, nobody xiv, nohow xvm, no¬ 

thing OE , noway(s) xm, nowhere, nowhither 

OE. 
no3 expressing a negative answer, xm. midi, and 
south. ME. form of OE. nd, f. ne neg. particle 
(= OS., OHG. ne, ni, ON ne, Goth, ni; corr. to L. 
ne- (vars. nec, neg ), OS1. ne, Skr. na, etc., with 
long vowel L. ne lest. Gr. ne-, Goth, ne, Skr. nd, 
cf. UN-1 + d ever (cf. ay). 

no. (read as number), xvi. abbr. of L. numerd in 
number, abl. of numerus number; later, perh. 

after F. numero. 
nob’ (si.) head. xvii. perh. var. of knob. 

nob2 (si.) person of wealth oi distinction, xix. In 
xvm Sc. nab, knabb, of unkn. orig. Hence 
nobby smart, elegant xix; in xvm Sc. knabby 

nobble (si.) tamper with (a racing horse); steal, 
seize, xix. of obscure orig. 

noble illustrious by position, character, or 
birth; distinguished by splendour or magnifi 
cence xm; of great or lofty character xvi. - 
(O)F. - L. nobilis, for earlier gnobilis, f. IE. *gno- 
know; see -ble. So nobility xiv. - (O)F. or L. 
noblesse xm. - (O)F.; see -ess2. 

nock tip of horn on a bow or arrow xiv; (naut.) 
end of a yard-arm or sail xvi. - MDu nocke (Du. 
nock). 

nocti-, before a vowel noct-, comb, form of L. 
nox, noct- night. 
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noctule largest species of British bat. xviii. - 
F. - It. nottola, -o, f. notte night, 

nocturn division of the office of matins, xm. - 
(O)F. nocturne or ecclL. nocturnus, um, sb. use 
of L. nocturnus pert, to the night, f. nox, noct- 
night. So nocturnal xv. - late L. 

nod vb. xiv. of uncert orig. Hence sb. xvi. 
noddy simpleton, noodle, tropical sea-bird. xvi. 
perh. sb. use of fnoddy adj. foolish, silly, perh. 
f. NOD4--Y1. 

node complication, entanglement xvi; hard 
tumour; point of intersection xvn. - L. nodus 
knot, etc., perh. rel. to nectere bind. So nodule 

xvi. - L. nodulus. nodose knotty, xvm. - L. 
nodosity xvii. - late L. 

noel Christmas carol, xix. - F. noel nowel. 

noetic pert, to the intellect, xvii. - Gr. noetikos, 
f. noetds intellectual, f. noein think, perceive, f. 
nous, noos mind. 

noggin mug, cup; small quantity of liquor, xvii. 
of unkn. orig. 

noil short pieces and knots of wool combed out 
of the long staple, xvii. prob. in earlier use and - 
OF. noelmedL. nodellus, dim. of L. nodus knot 
(see node). 

noise loud outcry; -frumour; loud or harsh 
sound’xm; tagreeable sound xiv; fband of 
musicians xvi. - (O)F. noise outcry, disturbance, 
noisy dispute L. nausea sea-sickness, nausea. 

Hence (or - OF.) vb. xiv. noisy xvii. 

noisome harmful, injurious xiv; offensive xv. 
f, fnoy to trouble, vex, harm, aphetic of 
ANNOY 4--SOME. 

nomad xvi. - F. nomade - L. Nomas, pi. No- 
mades pastoral people wandering about with 
their flocks - Gr. nomas, nomad- roaming about, 
esp. for pasture, pi. Nomddes pastoral people, 
rel. to nemein pasture; see -ad. So nomadic 
xix. - Gr. nomadikds. 

nomenclature tname; set of names, xvii. - 
F. - L. nomencldtura, f. nomencldtor one who 
names, f. nomen name 4 caldre call; see -ure. 

nominal pert, to a noun xv; pert, to a name; 
existing only in name xvn. - F. nominal or L. 
nominalis, f. nomen name; see -al'. Hence nom¬ 

inalism xix, -ist xvii. nominally (ly2) by 
name xvii; in name xvm. 

nominate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. nominare, f. 
nomen, nomin- name; see -ate’. So nomination 

xv. - (O)F. or L. nominative (gram.) xiv. - 
(O)F. nominatif, fern, -ive or L. nomindtivus, tr. 
Gr. onomastiki. Hence nominee (-ee1) xvii. 

-nomy terminal el. of sbs., repr. Gr. -nomia ar¬ 
rangement, management, rel. to nomos law, ne¬ 
mein distribute (see nim), as in astronomy, 

economy, gastronomy. The corr. adjs. end in 
-nomic, -nomical; see -y3. 

non- prefix expressing negation, used with sbs., 
adjs., vbs. (ppl. adjs., gerunds), and advs.; first 
in the AN. form noun- = OF non-, nom-, nun-, 
num-L. non ‘not’ used as a prefix. The earliest 
exx. are non-power, non-residence, nonsuit (xrv); 
similar comps, of a technical kind prevail until 
xvii, when the application was widened. The 
prefix is normally unstressed, but cf. nonage, 
nonchalance, nondescript, nonsense, nonsuit. 

nonage period of legal infancy, xiv. - AN. noun¬ 
age, OF. nonage, see non-, age. 

nonagenarian 90 years old. xix. f. L. nona- 
genarius, f. nonageni, distributive of nonaginta 
ninety, f. nouem nine; see -arian. 

nonce phr .for the nonce ffor the particular pur¬ 
pose, expressly xii; for the occasion, for the time 
being xvi. ME .for he nanes, alt. (by misdivision) 
offor pen ones, f. (with advb. -s) *for hen ane ‘for 
the one (purpose)’; cf. once. 

nonchalance xvii. - (O)F., f. nonchalant 
(adopted in Eng. xvm), f. non- NON- + prp. of 
chaloir be concerned L. calere be hot. 

nonconformist one who does not conform to 
the Church of England (or other established 
church), xvii. See non-, conformist. So fnon- 
conformitan, -formity xvii. 

nondescript f(nat. hist.) not hitherto de¬ 
scribed xvii; not easily described, neither one 
thing nor another xix. f. non- 4 descript - L 

descriptus, pp. of describere describe. 

none’ no one, nobody; not any. OE. nan - OS. 
nen, (M)Du. neen, (O)HG. nein no (adv.), ON 
neinn\ comp, of ne (see no3) and one; cf. L. non 
not *n$ oinom ‘not one (thing)’. As adv. xn; 
now chiefly in none the . .., none too . . . 

nonentity non-existent thing xvi; non¬ 
existence; person or thing of no importance xvii. 

See NON-, ENTITY. 

nones A. ninth day before the Ides xv, B. the 
fourth of the day offices of the Church, xvm. In 
A - (O)F. - L. nonae, acc. nonas, fern. pi. of nonus 
ninth, f. novem nine; in B f. none2 after mattins, 
lauds, vespers. Also none2 third quarter of the 
day xvii; nones (sense B) xix. - (O)F. - L. nona. 
Cf. NOON. 

nonesuch xvi, now usu. nonsuch xvii un 
matched, unrivalled thing; plant-name. Ex¬ 
tracted from such phr. as ‘There is none such’, 
but no doubt suggested partly by nonpareil. 

nonpareil having no equal xv, unique person 
or thing xvi; size of printing type xvii. - F., f. 
non- 4- pareil like Rom. *pariculus, dim. of par 
equal. 

nonplus state in which no more can be said or 
done, esp. in phr. be at, put to, a nonplus, xvi. f. 
L. phr. non plus not more, no further. Hence vb. 
xvi. 

nonsense xvii. f. non-4- sense. Hence non¬ 
sensical XVII. 

nonsuit (leg.) cessation or stoppage of a suit, 
xrv. - AN. no(u)nsuit; see non-, suit. 

noodle1 simpleton, xvm. of unkn. orig 
noodle2 strip of dough as an ingredient of soup, 
xvm. - G. nudel; of unkn orig. ... 

nook xm (first in feower-noked four-cornered), 
of unkn. orig. 

noon tninth hour of the day reckoned from sun¬ 
rise, 3 p.m.; foffice of nones OE.; fmidday meal 
xii; midday xm. OE. non, corr. to OS. non(e), 
(M)Du. noen, OHG. nona (G. none), ON. non - 
L. nona, fern. sg. of nonus ninth (see nine); cf. 
nones. The common phr. (before noon, after 
noon have given rise to the sbs. forenoon, 
afternoon. Hence noonday xv. noontide OE. 
nontid. 

noose xv (rare before xvii). ME. nose. perh. 
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- OF. no(u)s, nom. sg. and acc. pi. of no(u), later 
noud, mod. naeud (:- L. nodus node). 

nopal Amer. cactus, xvm. - F. nopal or its 
source Sp. nopal - Mex. nopalli cactus, 

nor xrv. contr. of Another (see neither). 

norm xix. - L. norma carpenter’s square, pat 
tern, rule. So normal ( al1) rectangular, per¬ 
pendicular xvn; conforming to a standard xix 
in. school, after F. ecole normale). - F. normal 
or (of schools) L normdlis. Hence normalcy, 
normality, normalize xix 

Norman pi. -mans native of Normandy xiii; 

adj. xvi. orig. in pi. - (O)F. Normans, -anz, pi. 
of Normant (mod. -mand) - ON. Nordmadr, pi. 
-menn, which was adopted as OE. Nordmann, 
pi. -menn, see north, man. 

Norn female fate in Scand myth. xvm. - ON. 
norn, of unkn. orig. 

Norroy third King of Arms, whose jurisdiction 
lies north of the Trent, xv (-ey). - AN. *norroi, f. 
(O)F. nord north + roi king. 

Norse (hist.) Norwegian xvi; sb. and adj. the 
Norwegian tongue xvii (Old N., the language of 
Norway and its colonies to xiv). - Du. noorsch, 
var. of noordsch, f. noord north + -sch -ish'. 

north OE. nord = OS. nord (Du. noord), (O)HG. 
nord, ON. nordr ; Gmc., of unkn. orig. So north¬ 
erly xvi, northern OE. (hence northerner 
xix), northing ( ing') xvii, northward xn, 
northwards OE 

Northumbrian pert, to Northumbria, that 
part of England lying north of the Humber, xvii. 

f. fNorthumber pi inhabitants of this, repr. OE. 
Nordhymbre, f. nord north + Humbre Humber; 
see -ian. 

Norwegian xvii. f. medL. Norvegia - ON. Nor- 
vegr (whence late OE. Norweg, mod. Norway), f. 
nordr north + vegr way, region, 

nose sb. OE. nosu = MDu. nose, nuese (Du. 
neus). Of IE. extent, but the relation of the 
several forms is obscure; cf. OE. nasu, OHG. 
nasa (G. nase), ON. nasar pi., L. ndres pi. nos¬ 
trils, nas(s)us nose, OS1. nosu, Lith. nosis, Skr. 
nas-, also early ME. nese = MLG., MDu. nese. 
Hence vb. perceive by smell xvi; poke about, 
pry xvii. nosegay xv; gay sb. in the sense 
‘ornament’, ‘toy’ (xiv to mod. dial.). nos(e)y sb. 
one having a large nose xvm; adj. evil-smelling; 
(colloq.) inquisitive xix. 

nosology classification of diseases, xvm. f. Gr. 
nosos disease; see -logy. 

nostalgia home sickness, xvm. f. Gr. nostos 
return home + algos pain; see -ia1. 

nostoc genus of algae, xvii. invented by 
Paracelsus. 

Nostradamus seer. xvii. Latinization of the 
name of Michel de Nostredame (‘Our Lady’), F. 
physician (1503-66), who published a book of 
prophecies in rhyme. 

nostril OE. nosdyrl, nosterl, f. nosu nose +- 
pyr(e)l hole (rel. to purh through). 

nostrum medicine the composition of which is 
not made public; ‘patent’ remedy, xvii. - L., n. 
of noster our; from the label nostrum ‘of our own 
make’ formerly attached to such medicines, 

not xiv. Reduced form of noht, no3t, nought. 

notable worthy of note xiv; fconspicuous. 

noticeable xvi; tenergetic xvii. - (O)F - L. 
notabilis, f. notare note vb.; see -able. As sb. xv 
So notability xiv. - (O)F. 

notary fclerk, secretary; one authorized to 
draw up deeds, xiv. - L. notarius shorthand 
writer, clerk, f. nota note; see -ary 

notch sb. xvi. - AN. noche (xiv), of uncert. orig. 
Also vb. xvi. 

note sign denoting a musical sound; musical 
sound of a certain pitch; fmelodv, tune; call of a 
bird xiii; mark, sign, character xiv; abstract, 
brief record or statement xv; annotation, com¬ 
ment; short letter; distinction; notice, regard 
xvi; written promise to pay xvii. - (O)F. - L. nota 
mark, etc. So note vb. observe, indicate xiii; 

mark xv. - (O)F. noter - L. notare. notation 
-{■explanation of a term; fannotation xvi; repre 
sentation by signs xvm. - L. or (O)F. 

nothing OE. nan hing, ME. na ping, later ng 
ping, see no2, thing. Hence nothingness xvii. 

notice (formal) intimation xv; heed, cognizance 
xvi; fnotion, idea xvii; sign giving information 
xix. - (O)F. - L. notitia being known, ac¬ 
quaintance, knowledge, notion, f. notus known, 
pp. of noscere know. Hence notice vb. tnotify 
xv; mention, refer to xvii; observe, remark xvm. 

notify fobserve; give notice of. xiv. - (O)F. noti- 
fier - L. notificdre, f. notus known; see prec. and 
-FY. So notification xiv. 

notion xvi. - L. notio, on becoming acquainted, 
examination, idea, f. not-, pp. stem of noscere 
know; see -tion. So notional xvi. - F. or medL. 

notorious well or generally known; noted for 
some bad quality, xvi. - medL. notorius, f. notus 
known; see notice, -orious. 

notwithstanding in this n., n. this, etc. in 
spite of this xiv; adv. nevertheless xv; conj. 
although xv. f. not + prp. of withstand; orig. in 
absol. phr., hence with a clause as regimen 
(passing into conj.) or without regimen (passing 
into adv ). 

nougat xix. - F. - Pr nogat, f noga nut (:- 
Rom *nuca, for L. nux, nuc- nut) + atL. atum 
-ATE1. 

nought nothing OE.; adv. (dial.) in no degree; 
not OE.; fadj. bad, good for nothing xiv. OE. 
nowiht, f. ne (see no3) + owiht, var. of dwiht 
aught. Cf. naught. Parallel formations in Gmc. 
are OS. neo-, niowiht, MDu. niewet (Du. niet), 
OHG. niwiht (G. nicht). 

noumenon (metaph.) object of purely in¬ 
tellectual intuition xvm - G. - Gr. nooumenon, 
n. of prp. pass, of noein apprehend, conceive, 

noun xiv - AN noun = OF. nun, num (mod. 
nom)L nomen name. 

nourish fbring up, nurture; foster (fig); 
fsuckle, nurse xiii; sustain with proper nutri¬ 
ment xiv. - OF. noriss-, lengthened stem (see 
ish2) of norir (mod. nourrir) L nutrire feed, 

foster, cherish; see nutriment. Hence nourish¬ 
ment xv. 

nous (Gr. philos.) mind, intellect xvii; (colloq ) 
intelligence, gumption xvm. - Gr. nous, contr. 
form of noos mind. 

novel A. fnovelty; fpl news xv; B. short story 
of Boccaccio’s ‘Decameron’, etc. xvi; fictitious 
prose narrative xvii. In A - OF. novelle (mod. 
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nouvelle)L. novella, n. pi. (construed as sing.) 
of novellas young, new, f. novus new; in B - It. 
novella, orig. fem. (sc. storia story) of novello 
new = OF. novel (mod. nouveau), whence novel 
adj. xv. Hence novelist finnovator xvi; fnews- 
monger; writer of novels xviii. novelty xiv. - 
OF. novelte (mod. nouveaute). 

November eleventh (formerly ninth) month of 
the year. xm. - (O)F. novembre - L. November, 
f. novem nine. 

novena nine days' devotion, xix. - medL. 
novena, f. L. novem nine. 

novercal stepmotherly, xvu. - L. novercalis, f. 
noverca stepmother, f. novus new; see -al1. 

novice probationer in a religious community 
xrv; inexperienced person xv. - (O)F. - L. 
novlcius, f. novus new; see -itious1. So noviciate 

(-ate1) xvi. - F. or medL. 
now adv. at the present time; conj. since, seeing 
that. OE. nd = OS.. OHG., ON., Goth, nd (Du. 
nu\ G. nun, with advb. n)\ corr. to L. num, nunc, 
Gr. nu(ri), nun, OS1. nyne, Lith. nil, Skr. nu. 
Hence nowaday(s) xiv. f. ME. adayis), from the 
blending of OE. on dxge and g. dxges\ see -s. 

nowel cry used in celebrating Christmas, re¬ 
tained in carols, xiv. - OF. no{u)el (mod. noel), 
obscure var. of nael, neelL. natalis natal. 

nowhere OE. nahwxr, later nohwxr, f. rid 
no*+hwxr where. So nowhither OE. nd-, 
nohwider. 

noxious xvu. f. L. noxius, f. noxa hurt, damage, 
rel. to nex slaughter, nocere injure; see -ious. 

noyade execution by drowning, xix. - F., f. 
noyer drown L. necare kill; see -ade. 

noyau liqueur made from brandy flavoured 
with kernels, xviii. - F., earlier noiel kernel 
Rom. *nucdle, sb. use of n. of late L. nucalis, f. 
nux, nuc- nut. 

nozzle candle-socket; small spout or mouth¬ 
piece. xvii. Early forms nosle, nos(s)el; if f. 
nose+ le1, a much earlier existence must be 
presumed. 

nuance shade of feeling, meaning, etc. xviii; 

shade of colour xix - F. f. nuer show variations 
of shades of colour like clouds, f. nue cloud :~ 
popL. *nuba, L. nubes: see -ance. 

nub fhusk of silk xvi; knob, lump xviii; gist xix. 

var. of knub. 

nubile (of women) marriageable, xvu. - L. 
nubilis, f. nubere take a husband; see -ile. 

nucleus condensed portion of the head of a 
comet; central part, kernel, xviii. - L. nucleus 
nut, kernel, inner part, var. of nuculeus, f. 
nucula small nut, dim. (see -ule) of nux, nuc- 
nut. Hence nuclear xix. 

nude (leg.) not formally attested; fhare, mere 
xvi; naked, unclothed xvii (rare before xix, ex¬ 
cept as sb. xviii, after F. nu). - L. nudus 
*nouKe)dos, *nogwedos naked. So nudity xvii. - 
(O)F. or late L. nudist xx. 

nudge vb. xvu. of unkn. orig.; perh. in much 
earlier use and rel. ult. to Norw. dial, nugga, 
nyggja push, rub. Hence sb. xix. 

nugatory worthless, useless, xvu. - L. 
nugdtorius, f. pp. stem of nugdrl trifle, f. nugx 
jests, trifles; see -ory2. 

nugget lump, orig. of native gold. xix. perh. 

dim. of s.w. dial, nug lump, block, unshapen 
mass, of unkn. orig.; see -et. 

nuisance injury, harm xv; injurious or 
obnoxious thing xv; source of annoyance xix. - 
OF. (now arch.) nuisance hurt. f. nuis-, stem of 
nuire injure L. nocere; see -ance. 

null not valid (n. and void) xvi; insignificant; 
non-existent xvm. - (O)F. nul, fem. nulle, or L. 
nullus, -a no, none, f. ne (see no*) + ullus any. f. 
unus one. So nullify make null. xvi. - late L. 
nullificare despise, nullification xviii. nullity 
xvi. - F. or medL. 

nullah (in India) river, river-bed, ravine, 
xvm. - Hindi ndld brook, rivulet, ravine, 

numb deprived of feeling or the power of move¬ 
ment. xiv. ME. nome{n), pp. of nimen, OE. niman 
take, seize. Hence vb. xvu. 

number sum of individuals or units; full tale 
or count xm; multitude, aggregate; aspect 
or property of things as units; symbol of 
arithmetical value xrv; (pi.) groups of musical 
notes, melody; metrical periods, verses xvi. ME. 
no(u)mbre, numbre - AN. numbre, (O)F. 
nombre L. numerus. So number vb. xm. - 
(O)F. nombrer L. numerare. 

numbles entrails of an animal as used for food, 
xrv. - OF. numbles, nombles pi. L. lumbulus, 
dim. of lumbus loin; cf. humble-pie. 

numen xvii. - L. numen divine will, divinity, 
rel. to -nuere nod, Gr. neiiein nod, incline the 
head. So numinous xvii. f. L. numen, numin-. 

numeral adj. pert, to number; sb. figure 
denoting a number, xvi. - late L. numeralis, f. 
numerus number; see -al1. So numeration 
xv. - L. numerator xvi. - F. or late L. nu¬ 
merical xvii. f. modL. numericus. numerous 
plentiful, copious, many; measured, rhyth¬ 
mical. xvi. - L. numerosus. 

numismatic xvm. - F. numismatique, f. L. riu- 
misma, -mat-, var. (infl. by nummus coin) of 
nomisma - Gr. nomisma current coin, f. 
nomizein have in use, f. nomos use, custom; see 
-ISM, -ATIC. 

nummary pert, to money or coinage, xvii. - L. 
nummarius, f. nummus coin; see -ary. 

nummulite (geol.) coin-shaped fossil of a 
foraminiferous cephalopod. xix. f. L. nummulus, 
dim. of nummus coin; see -ite. 

numskull blockhead, dolt; pate, noddle, xvm. 
f. NUMB + SKULL. 

nun OE. nunne — OHG., ON. nunna, beside ME. 
nonne (partly - OF. nonne) = MDu., G. nonne 
(Du. non) - ecclL. nonna, fem. of nonnus monk, 
orig. titles given to elderly persons. So nunnery 
xm. - AN. *nonnerie. 

Nunc dimittis title of canticle beginning in 
the Vulg. ‘Nunc dimittis servum tuum ..’, Now 
lettest thou thy servant depart . . (Song of 
Simeon, Luke 2: 29-32) xvi; transf. permission 
to depart, departure xvii. 

nuncio xvi. - It. tnuncio, tnuntio (mod. nun- 
zio) - L. nuntius messenger, 

nuncupative (leg.) oral, not written (as a will). 
xvi. - late L. nuncupativus, f. pp. of L. nuncupdre 
name, declare, f. *nomiceps or *-capos ‘name- 
taking’, f. nomen name + capere take; see -attve. 

nuptial adj. xv; sb., usu. pi. xvi. - F. nuptial or 
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L. nuptialis, f. nuptiae wedding, f. nupt-, pp. stem 
of nubere marry; see -lal. 

nurse sb. xvi. reduced form of fnorice, fn(o)u- 
rice (xm-xvni) - OF. nourice (mod. -rr)late L. 
nutricia, sb. use of fern, of L. nutricius, f. nutrire 
nourish. So nurse vb. xvi; alt. of tnurish, 
\norsh nourish, by assim. to the sb. nursery 

tupbringing of children; apartment for nurse 
and children xrv; ground, etc. for young plants 
xvi. prob. - AN. *noricerie. 

nurture tupbringing; tnourishment xrv; 
fostering care xvn. - OF. nourture, contr. of 
noureture (mod. nourriture), f. nourrir nourish; 

see -ure. Hence vb. xv. 
nut OE. hnutu = MLG. note, MDu. note, neute 
(Du. noot, neut), OHG. (h)nuz (G. nuss), ON. 
hnotGmc. *xnut--, cf. OIr. cnu, W. cneuen (pi. 
cnau)\ further L. nux, nuc-, in which *kn- is 
reduced to n, but which has an extension in -k-, 
whereas the Gmc. langs. have -t-. 

nutation nodding xvn; oscillation of the 
earth's axis xvm. - L. nutdtio, -on-, f. nutare, 
nutat- nod, f. base of -nuere nod; see -ation. 

nuthatch xiv. ME. notehache, with later vars. 
in -hak, -hagge, which suggest deriv. from nut 

and hack’, thag, hatch2, with allusion to the 
bird’s habit of cracking nuts, 

nutmeg xrv. ME. nute-, notemug(g)e, later 
notmyg (xv), note-, nutmeg (xvi), partial tr. of 

AN. *nois mugue, for OF. nois mug(u)ede (also 
musguete, now noix muscade) Rom *nuce 
muscata ‘musk-smelling nut’ (L. nux nut, 

muscus MUSK). 

nutriment - L. nutrimentum, f. nutrire nour¬ 
ish, rel. to Skr. snauti drips, trickles (said, e.g., 
of a mother’s milk): see -ment. So nutrition xvi. 
nutritious xvn. - L. nutritius, -icius, f. nutrix, 
nutric- nurse, nutritive xv. - F. - medL. 

nux vomica seed of an E. Indian tree from 
which strychnine is obtained, xvi. - medL., i.e. 
nux nut and fern, of vomicus, f. L. vomere vomit 

nuzzle fgrovel xv; burrow or push with the 
nose xvi; nestle xvii. perh. orig. back-formation 
on tnoseling with the nose to the ground (see 
-ling2), but perh. infl. later by Du. neuzelen poke 
with the nose, f. neus, see -le*. 

nyctalopia night-blindness, xvii. - late L., f. 
Gr. nuktalops, f. nux, nukt- night + alaos 
blind + dps eye. 

nylon invented name of a strong plastic 
material used for yarn, bristles, etc. xx. 

nymph (myth.) semi-divine female being xrv; 
young beautiful woman; pupa xvi. - OF. nimphe 
(mod. nymphe) - L. nympha - Gr. niimphe bride, 
nymph, rel. to L. nubere marry, comb, form 
nympho-, as in nympholepsy, nymphomania 
XVIII. 



o 
O, o* (mostly arch, or dial.) reduced form of (i) 
on, in ME. varying with a (cf. a-1) xii; (ii) of (cf. 
a-*), surviving sparsely in gen. use, e.g. o'clock, 
cat-o’-nine-tails, man-o'-war, will-o'-the-wisp, 
John o' Groats. 

O int. standing before a vocative or introducing 
a wish or an asseveration, xii. - (O)F. - L. <5; cf. 
Gr. 6,6, Goth., OHG. 6. 

-o an add. to a word, or first part of a word, for¬ 
ming a colloq. or si. expression or a familiar or 
joc. equiv., as like billy-o, lie doggo, ammo (for 
ammunition), beano (for bean-feasty, some¬ 
times, the last syll. of an abbrev. form, as 
composition, hippopotamus, photo\graph\ in 
cheeriijo, right(y)o, -ho, perh. the int. O, or after 
hallo. 

-o- connective vowel originating in the -o- of Gr. 
comb, forms (often having adv. force), e g. 
(from Gr.) aero-, cyclo-, geo-, hydro-, philo-, 
pseudo-, and (on L. bases) oleo-, radio-, a special 
class is that of comp, proper names as Anglo- 
Saxon, Finno-Ugrian, Sino-Japanese. It appears 
regularly before -cracy, -graphy, logy, meter, 
and so forms stable suffixes with them, e.g. 
mobocracy, sexology, sociology, foolometer. 

oaf xvii (oph, oaf). Varying at first with ouph 
and au([)fe, orig. ‘elf, ‘goblin’ - ON. a//r; see elf. 

oak OE. dc (pi xc) = MLG. ek (Du. eik), OHG. eih 
(G. eiche), ON. eik Gmc. *aiks, ulterior con¬ 
nections unkn. 

oakum ftow OE.; fibre obtained by picking old 
rope xv. OE. dcumbe, acum(b)a, var. of xcumbe, 
xcuma, corr. to OHG. achambi (MHG. akambe, 
akamp), f. x-, a- away, off + *camb-, stem oicamb 
and cemban comb; the etym. meaning is ‘off- 
combing’. 

oar OE ar = ON. dr Gmc. *aird. Hence oar¬ 

lock OE. arloc; see rowlock. 

oasis xvii. - late L. - Gr. oasis, presumably of 
Egyptian orig.; cf. Coptic ouahe dwelling-place, 
oasis, f. ouih dwell. 

oast kiln for drying malt, hops, lime. OE. 
dsi = MLG. eist (Du. eest) Gmc. *aistaz, f. IE. 
base *aidh- *idh burn, repr. also by OE. dd, 
OHG. eit blazing pile, funeral pyre, L. xdes 
hearth, house, Gr. aithos heat, OIr. aedh heat. 

oat (pi.) grains of the cereal Avena sativa. OE. 
ate, pi. dtan, peculiar to Eng. and of unkn. orig. 
Hence oaten (-en3) xv. 

oath solemn appeal to God as a witness OE.; 
trivial use of sacred names xii. OE. dd = OS. eth 
(Du. eed), (O)HG. eid, ON. eidr, Goth, aips 
Gmc. *aipaz, cf. OIr. oeth. 

ob- comb, form of L. ob towards, against, in the 
way (of), with vars. oc-, of-, op-, occas. o (as in 
omit); mostly in words already existing in L.; 
in mod. scientific L. (hence in Eng. adoptions) in 
the sense ‘inversely’, ‘in the opposite direction’, 
virtually repr. modL. obverse obversely, e.g. 
obovate ovate with the wider end presented. 

obbligato (mus.) a part essential to the effect 
of a composition, xviii. - It., sb. use of pp. of 
obbligare oblige. 

obdurate xv. - L. obduratus, pp. of obdurare, f. 
ob- + durare harden; see -ate*. 

obedient xm. - OF. obedient - L. obaediens, 
-ent-, prp. of oboedire obey, see -ent. So obedi¬ 

ence xm. obedientiary tone subject to obedi¬ 
ence xvi; member of a religious body having an 
office under the superior xviii. - medL 

obeisance tobedience; respectful salutation 
xrv. - (O)F. obeissance, f. obeissant, prp. with 
lengthened stem (see -ish*) of obeir obey. So 

obeisant xm. 
obelisk tapering column of stone; any of the 
signs —, -, t- xvi. - L. obeliscus small spit, 
obelisk - Gr. obeliskos, dim. of obelos spit, 
pointed pillar. So obelus (in second sense) xrv. - 
late L. - Gr. 

obese xvii. - L. obesus that has eaten himself 
fat, stout, plump, f. ob- + psks, pp. of edere eat. 

So obesity xvn. - F. or L. 
obey xiii. ME. obeie - (O)F. obeir - L. obcedire, f. 
ob- + audire hear. 

obfuscate xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. obfuscdre, 
f. ob- +fuscdre darken, fuscus dark; see dusk, 

-ate*. So obfuscation xvii (once xv). - late L. 
obit fdeath, decease; fobsequies; com¬ 
memoration of the dead xrv. - (O)F. - L. obitus 
going down, death, f. obit-, pp stem of obire go 
down, die, f. ob- + ire go. 

obiter by the way. xvi. - L., f. phr. ob iter, i.e. 
ob (see ob ), iter journey, road, 

obituary xviii. - medL. obituarius, f. obitus 
obit; see -ary. 

object (from classL.) fobjection, obstacle xrv; 
(from medL.) something presented to the sight 
or observed xiv; (gram.) xviii. - L. objectum, sb. 
use of the pp. of obicere throw towards, place in 
front of, f. ob- + jacere throw. So object vb. bring 
forward in opposition or as a charge xv; 
fexhibit, expose xvi. f. object-, pp. stem of L. 
obicere or - L. objectdre. objection xiv. - OF. or 
late L.; hence objectionable xviii. objective 

tmaterial; pert, to an object of consciousness 
xvii; (gram.) xviii; dealing with what is external 
to the mind xix. - medL. objectivus. 

objurgate rebuke severely, xvii. f. pp. stem of 
L. objurgare, f. ob- -t-jurgare quarrel, scold, f. 
jurgium quarrel, strife; see -ate3. So objur¬ 

gation, objurgatory (ory*) xvi. - L. 
oblate' person devoted to a religious work, 
xix. - F. oblat - medL. oblatus, sb. use of pp. of 
offerre offer; see oblation, -ate'. 

oblate* (geom.) flattened at the poles, xviii. - 

modL. oblatus, f. ob- + latus, as in L. prolatus 
PROLATE. 

oblation xv. - (O)F. oblation or late and ecclL. 
oblatid, -on-, f. oblat-, used as pp. stem of offerre 
offer; see -ation. 
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oblige bind by oath xm; make indebted, confer 
a favour on; pass, be bound to xvi; constrain 
xvii. - (O)F. obliger=It. obbligare - L. obligare 
bind around or up, bind by oath or other tie, 
restrain, f. ob- + ligbre bind. Hence obligee 
( ee1), obligor ( or1) xvi. So obligation xm. - 
(O)F. - L. obligatory xv. - late L. 

oblique having a slanting or sloping direction 
xv; (gram.) xvi. - (O)F. - L. obliquus, f. ob- 
+obscure el. So obliquity divergence from 
moral rectitude xv; oblique direction xvi. 

obliterate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. oblit(t)erdre 
strike out, erase, f. ob- + lit(t)era letter; see 
-ATE8. 

oblivion forgetfulness xiv; state of being for¬ 
gotten xv. - (O)F. - L. oblivio, -ort-, f. stem obliv- 
of obliviscl forget, f. ob- + *liv-, of obscure orig. 
So oblivious xv. 

oblong xv. - L. oblongus somewhat long, 
oblong, elliptical, f. ob- + longus long. 

obloquy xv. - late L. obloquium contradiction, 
f. ob- + loqui speak; see locution, -y3. 

obnoxious A. fexposed to harm; fsubject to 
authority xvi; B. (by assoc, with noxious) fhurt- 
ful, injurious; offensive, highly objectionable 
xvii. - L. obnoxiosus or f. obnoxius exposed to 
harm, subject, liable, f. ob- + noxa hurt, injury; 
see -ious. 

oboe xviii. - It. - F. hautbois hautboy. 
obol coin of ancient Greece, xvii. - L. obolus - 
Gr. obolds, var. of obelos obelisk. 

obscene offensive to the senses, etc.; offensive 
to decency xvi. - F. obscene or L. obscenus, 
obscaenus ill-omened, disgusting, indecent. So 
obscenity xvii. 

obscure devoid of light xiv; remote from ob¬ 
servation; not manifest to the mind, hard to 
understand xv. - (O)F. obscur, latinized form of 
earlier oscur, escurL. obscurus. So obscurity 
xv. - (O)F. - L. 

obsecration earnest entreaty, xiv. - L. ob- 
secratio, on-, f. obsecrdre entreat, beseech (orig. 
by the name of the gods), f ob- + sacrare hold 
sacred; see -ation. 

obsequies xiv. Formerly also sg. - AN. ob- 
sequie{s) = 0¥. ob-, ossequeis) (mod. obseques) - 
medL. obsequiae, prob alt. of L. exsequiae 
exequies, by assoc, with obsequium, dutiful 
service; see next and -y3. 

obsequious readily compliant xv; servilely 
compliant xvii. - L. obsequiosus, f obsequium, 
f. obsequi comply with, f. ob- + sequi follow, see 
sequence, -ious. 

observe A attend to in practice, keep to xiv; 
celebrate, solemnize xvi; B. give heed to, watch 
xrv (rare before xvi); C. say by way of remark 
xvii. - (O)F observer - L. observare watch, at 
tend to, guard, f. ob + servare watch, keep So 
observance xm (in sense ‘prescribed act or 
practice’), observant applied to Franciscans of 
the Strict Observance xv; attentive to rule or 
law; taking notice xvii. observation fobserv- 
ance xrv; action of observing xvi. - L. observa¬ 
tory ( ory1) building for making observations, 
xvii. - F. observatoire. 

obsess beset, as a besieging force, xvi (rare in 
xviii, revived xix). f. obsess-, pp. stem of L. ob- 

sidere sit down before, f. ob- + sedere sit. So ob¬ 
session fsiege xvi; being assailed by an evil 
spirit or a fixed idea xvii, - L. 

obsidian volcanic glass, xvii (o. stone). - erron. 
L. obsidianus, in earliest printed editions 
of Pliny’s ‘Natural History’, for obsidnus, so 
named from its resemblance to a stone found in 
Ethiopia by one Obsius; see -lan. 

obsolete fallen into disuse xvi; worn out, effete, 
effaced; (biol.) indistinct, imperfectly developed 
xviii. - L. obsoletus grown old, worn out, pp. of 
*obsolere (repr. by inchoative obsolescere grow 
old, fall into disuse), f. ob- + solere be accustomed 
or used. So obsolescent xvm, -escence xix. 

obstacle xiv. - (O)F. obstacle (earlier ostacle) - 
L. obstaculum, f. obstbre stand in the way, f. ob- 
+ stare stand; see -cle. 

obstetric xviii. f. L. obstetrix, -trie- midwife, lit. 
‘a woman who is present’, f obstare\ see prec., 
-TRIX. 

obstinate xiv. - L. obstinatus, pp. of ohstinbre 
persist, f. ob- + *-stan- (rel. to stand); see -ate3. 

So obstinacy xrv. 
obstreperous clamorous, noisy xvi; unruly, 
turbulent xvii. f. L. obstreperus, f. obstrepere 
shout at, oppose noisily, f. ob- + strepere make a 
noise. 

obstruct xvii. f. obstruct-, pp. stem of L. ob- 

struere build against, block up, f. ob- + struere 
pile, build. So obstruction xvi. - F. or L. 

obtain come into possession of xv; be prevalent 
xvii. ME. obte(i)ne repr. tonic stem of (O)F. ob- 

tenir - L. obtinere, f. ob- + tenere hold, 
obtrude xvi. - L. obtrudere (pp. obtrusus), f. ob- 

+ trudere thrust. So obtrusion xvi, obtrusive 
XVII. 

obtund xiv. - L. obtundere beat against, blunt, 
dull, f. ob- + tundere beat. So obtuse A. not 
sensitive or perceptive; B. greater than a right 
angle; (bot.) of a leaf etc., rounded at the ex¬ 
tremity. xvi. - L. obtusus, pp. of obtundere. 

obturate xvii f. pp. stem of L. obturare, f. 
ob- -t~ turare close up; see -ate3. So obturator 
(anat.) membrane closing the thyroid foramen. 
xviii. - medL. 

obverse adj opposite, (of a figure) narrower at 
the base or point of attachment than at the apex 
or top xix; sb. face of a coin, etc. xvii (not com¬ 
mon till xix); counterpart xix. - L obversus, pp 
of obvertere turn towards, f. ob- + vertere turn, 

obviate xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. obviate meet 
in the way, prevent, f. ob- -t- via way; see -ate3. So 
obvious flying in the way; plainly perceptible, 
xvii. f. L. obvius. 

oc- assim. form of ob- before c. 

ocarina xix. - It., dim. of oca goose (with ref. to 
its shape). 

occasion favourable juncture of circum¬ 
stances; reason, cause xiv; juncture calling for 
action, particular case or time of happening 
xvi. - (O)F. occasion or L. occasio, on-juncture, 
opportunity, motive, reason, (later) cause, f. 
occas-, pp. stem of occidere go down, set, f. 
ob- 4-cadere fall; see -ion. Hence occasional 
fcasual xvi; happening on or limited to a par¬ 
ticular occasion xvii. 

Occident xiv. - (O)F. - L. occidens, -ent- setting, 
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sunset, west, sb. use of prp. of occidere go down, 
set; see prec., -ent. So occidental (al') west¬ 
ern. xrv. - (O)F. or L. 

occiput back of the head, xvi (once xrv). - L. 
occiput, -pit-, f. oc- +caput head. Comb, form 
occipito-. So occipital xvi. - F. - medL. 

occlude xvi. - L. occludere, f. oc--t-claudere 
close. So occlusion xvn, occlusive xix. 

occult hidden, secret, recondite xvi; pert, to 
early sciences held to involve secret and mys¬ 
terious knowledge xvn. - L. occultus, pp. of oc- 
culere, f. oc- 4 base of eelare conceal. So 
occupation xv. F. or L. 

occupy ftake possession of; have in one’s pos¬ 
session; take up, use up; employ, engage xrv; 
tlay out, invest xvi. - AN *occupier, for (O)F. 
occuper - L. occupdre seize, f. oc- 4- cap- of capere 
take, seize. So occupant xvi, occupier, 

occupation xrv. 
occur fmeet with: present itself to the mind, in 
the course of events, etc. xvi. - L. occurrere run 
to meet, present itself, befall, f. oc- 4- currere run. 
So occurrence xvn. - F or L. 

ocean tproper name of the great outer sea sur¬ 
rounding the mass of land of the Eastern Hemi¬ 
sphere xm; any of the main regions into which 
the water of the globe is geographically divided 
xrv. ME. occean(e) - OF. occean(e) (mod. ocean) - 
L. oceanus - Gr. okeanos orig. the great river 
encompassing the disc of the earth and per¬ 
sonified as a god, son of Uranus (heaven) 
and Gaia (earth). So oceanic xvii. - medL. 
oceanic, us. 

ocelot xviii. - F., shortening of Nahuatl tlal- 
ocelotl, f. tlalli field 4 ocelotl tiger, jaguar, the 
abbr. form being transf. from the jaguar to an¬ 
other feline beast. 

och excl. of surprise, etc., ah! oh! xvi. - Ir., Gael. 
och. 

ochlocracy mob-rule. xvi. - F. ochlocratie - Gr. 
okhlokratia, f. okhlos crowd; see -cracy. 

ochre xv. - (O)F. ocre - L. ochra - Gr. 6khrd, 
f. okhros pale yellow So ochreous xvm, 
och(e)ry (y1) xvi. 

-ock suffix forming dims.; in OE. -oc, uc, as 
in bullock, hassock, mattock. The number 
was extended in ME. and later, as in hillock, 

paddock. 

-ocracy, -ocrat see -o and cracy. 

o’clock see o, o’. 
octa- comb form of Gr. oktd eight, as in 
octagon (xvii), octahedron (xvi). 

octad group of eight, xix. - late L. octas, octad - 
Gr. oktas, f. oktd eight; see ad. 

octant eighth part of a circle; (spec, astron.) 
point 45 (i.e. £ of 360 ) distant from another 
xvn. - L. octans, -ant- half quadrant, f. octo 
eight. 

octave (eccl.) formerly pi., eighth day after a 
festival, period of eight days beginning with the 
festival xiv, (pros.) group of eight lines of verse 
xvi; (mus.) note eight diatonic degrees above a 
given note xvii; interval, or series of notes, 
between a note and its octave; (fencing) xvm; 
group of eight xix. - (O)F. octave, superseding 
semi-pop. oitieve, utave - L. octava, fern of oc 
tdvus eighth, f. octo eight. So octavo size of the 

page of a book for which the sheets are so folded 
that each leaf is one-eighth of a full sheet xvii, 

earlier in o. xvi ’in an eighth’; abl. of L. octavus 
octet(te) (mus.) composition for eight in¬ 
struments or voices; (pros.) group of eight lines, 
xix. - It. ottetto, or its deriv. G. oktett; f. otto 
eight. 

octo- before a vowel oct-, comb form of L. octo 
eight, as in octogenarian (L. octogenarius) xix, 
octosyllable (late L. -bus) xvm. 

October tenth (formerly eighth) month of the 
year. Late OE. - L. October, -bris, f. octo eight; 

ME. octobre - (O)F. was superseded by the L. 
form. 

octopus xvm. - Gr. oktdpous, (usu ) oktdpous, 
f. OCtd EIGHT 4- pOUS FOOT. 

octoroon person having j negro blood, xix. f. 
L. octo eight, after quadroon 

octroi fconcession, grant xvii; duty levied on 
articles on their admission to a town xvm. - 
F„ f. octroyer grant Gallo-Rom. *auctoricare, 
medL. auctorizare authorize. 

octuple xvii. - F. octuple or L. octuplus, f. octo 
eight 4- -plus, as in duplus double. 

ocular xvi. - F. oculaire - late L. ocularis, f. L. 
oculus eye; see -ar. So oculist xvii. 

od (phys.) hypothetical force held by Baron von 
Reichenbach (1788-1869) to pervade all nature, 
xix. of arbitrary formation. Hence odic xix. 

Od, ’od xvi. Clipped form of God used to avoid 
the overt profanation of the sacred name, as in 
Ods-me, Ods my life, Odso, Odsbodikins (xvi- 
xviii), Cf. drat. 

odal land held in absolute ownership, as in 
Scand. countries, xix. - ON. odal (Norw., Sw. 
odal), corr. to OE. bedel, edel, OS odil, OHG. 
uodal, f. Gmc. *op- *af-, whence also OE. aedele, 
OHG. edili (G. edel) noble, OE. aedelu, OS. adali, 
OHG. adal (G. adel) noble descent, ON. adal na¬ 
tive quality, nature. Cf. udal. 

odalisque female slave, concubine, xvii. - F. - 
Turk, odalik, f. oda room (sc. in a harem) 4- -lik 
affix expressing function. 

odd that remains after a division into pairs; that 
remains over and above a definite sum or round 
number xiv; (dial.) single, singular; tunique, 
distinguished; extraneous, additional xv; not 
ordinary or normal xvi. ME. odde - ON. odda-, 
comb, form of oddi point, angle, third or odd 
number, rel. to OE., OS. ord, OHG. ort point, etc. 
(G. ort place). Hence oddity, oddment xvm. 

odds first in phr. make o. even (xvi); perh. un¬ 
equal things, (hence) difference, esp. in favour, 
dissension (esp. at o.), advantage conceded in 
wagering; presumably sb. pi. of the adj. Also in 
phr. odds and ends (xvm), for earlier fodd ends 
(xvi xvii), in which end means ‘fragment’, 

ode xvi. - F. - late L. oda, ode - Gr. didt, Attic 
var. of aoidd song, lay, f. aeidein sing. 

-ode repr. Gr. ddes, odes of the nature of, like, 
for -oeidds -oid. 

odeum theatre or hall for the performance 
of music, xvii. - F odeum or L. odeum - Gr. 
oideion, f. oidd singing (see ode). 

odious xiv. - OF. odious, odieus (mod. odieux) - 
L. odidsus, f. odium (whence odium xvii), rel. 
to odi I hate. 
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odometer see hodometer. 
odonto- comb, form of Gr. odous, odont- tooth 

XIX. 
odour xiii. - AN. odour, OF. odor, odur (mod. 
odeur) - L. odor, odor-, rel. to Gr. odmi, osmt 
smell. So odoriferous xv. f. L. odorifer. odor¬ 
ous xvi. f. L. odorus. 

odyssey long adventurous journey, xix. transf. 
use of the name of the Homeric poem describ 
mg the ten years’ wandering of Odysseus. - L. 
Odyssea - Gr. Odusseia, f. Odusseus. 

oecology, oecumenical vars of ecology, 
ECUMENICAL. 

oedema (path.) swelling produced by serous 
fluid, xvi. - late L. - Gr oidema, -mat-, f. oidein 
swell. Hence oedematous xvii. 

ceiliade amorous glance, xvi. - F., f. aeil (:- L 
oculus eye); see -ade. 

oeno- comb, form of Gr oinos wine. 
oesophagus xrv. - medL. - Gr. oisophdgos, of 
which the first el. is unkn. and the second ap 
pears to be -phagos eating, 

oestrus gadfly xvii; frenzy xix. - L. - Gr. oistros 
of prep. OE. of, orig. stressless var. of aef (sur¬ 
viving only as prefix), corr. to OS., MLG., 
(M)Du., ON., Goth, of, OHG. aba Gmc. adv. 
and prep. *ab(a)IE. *ap(o), repr. also by L. ab, 
Gr. apb, Lith. apa-, Skr. dpa away from, down 

of- assim. form of ob- before/. 
off adv. away, so as to be separated, discon¬ 
tinued, etc.; prep, away from, in detachment 
from. Var. of of from xv, but not finally dif¬ 
ferentiated from it until after 1600 in the above 
uses, off-hand without preparation or pre¬ 
meditation xvii; adj. fimpromptu; free and easy, 
unceremonious xvm. 

offal (techn., dial.) shavings, chips, scraps xrv; 
entrails xv; refuse, garbage xvi. - (M)Du. afval, 
f. af off + vallen fall, with assim. to the corr. 
Eng. elements. 

offence, U S. offense (arch.) stumbling, 
stumbling-block; attack; fharm, damage; act of 
offending; displeasure; breach of law or 
decorum, xiv. ME. offence) - (O)F. offens - L. 
offensus annoyance, and (O)F. offense - L. 
offensa striking against, hurt, wrong, dis 
pleasure; both L. forms f. offens-, pp. stem of 
offendere, whence (or from the deriv. OF. of en¬ 
tire) offend fstumble; fwrong; tattack; wound 
the feelings of. xrv. See of-, and cf. defend. So 
offensive pert, to attack; tinjurious; repulsive, 
xvi. - F. offensif -ive or medL. 

offer present as an act of worship OE.; tender 
for acceptance or refusal xrv; propose to do xv; 
propound xvi. OE. offrian sacrifice, bring an 
offering = OS offron (Du. offeren), ON. offra, an 
early Gmc. adoption of L. offerre present, offer, 
bestow, f. of- +ferre bring, bear2. Reinforced in 
ME. from (O)F. offrir, which brought in the 
primary senses. Hence offering (-ing’) OE. 
offrung offer sb. xv. So offertory passage re 
cited at the offering of bread and wine at the 
Euchanst xiv; the offering itself xvi. - ecclL. 
offertorium place of offering, oblation; see -ory'. 

office duty, (obligatory) service; position to 
which duties are attached; tintroit xm; form of 
divine service; place for transacting business 

xrv. - (O)F. - L. officium, orig. performance of 
a task *opificium, f. opus work + -fie-, facere 
do'. So officer (-er2) one who holds office xiv; 
(in army, navy, etc.) xvi. - AN. officer, (O)F. 
officier - medL. officiarius. official (al’) sb 
xrv. Partly - (O)F. official, partly sb. use of adj. 
(xvi) - L. officidlis. officiate xvii. f. pp stem of 

medL. officiare perform divine service. 
officinal (of a herb) used in medicine and the 
arts; (of remedies) sold ’in the shops’, made up 
according to the pharmacopoeia, xvm. - medL 
officinalis, f. L. officina workshop, manufactory, 
laboratory, for opificina, f. opifex, -fie- workman, 
f. opus work + -fie , facere do'; see al'. 

officious feager to please or serve; fdutiful xvi; 
importunate in offering service; fotficial xvii; 
(in diplomatic use) friendly and informal xix. - 
L. officiosus (or F. officieux), f. officium office; 
see ious. 

offing part of the sea visible to an observer on 
shore or ship; position at a distance off shore. 
xvii. perh. f. off + ing'. 

offspring OE. ofspring, f. of t'from’ + springan 
spring2. 

oft (arch.) many times. OE. oft = OS. oft(o), OHG. 
ofto (G. oft), ON. opt, oft, Goth, ufta, Gmc. adv., 
of uncert. orig. In ME. extended to ofte (xn), 
whence, by further extension (prob. after selden 
seldom), often xiv. The comps, oft-times (xiv) 
and often times (xv), repl. toft(e)sitheis) xm, 
repr. OE. oftsidum d. pi., on oftsidas on frequent 
occasions (partly also the corr. ON. optsinnis, 
-sinnum). 

ogdoad the number 8, group of eight, xvii. 

late L. ogdoas, -ad- - Gr ogdods, -ad-, f. ogdoos 
eighth, okt6 eight; see -ad. 

ogee fogive xv; S-shaped double curve xvii. 
prob. reduced form of ogive, perh through the 
pi. form ogi(v)es. 

og(h)am alphabet of the ancient British and 
Irish, xvii. - OIr. ogam, ogum (modlr. ogham, 
Gael, oghum), traditionally assoc, with the 
name Ogma of the supposed inventor. 

ogive (archit.) diagonal rib of a vault, xvii. - F. 
ogive, earlier augive, orgive, of unkn. orig. So 
ogival xix. 

ogle xvii. prob. of LG. or Du. orig; cf. LG. oegeln, 
frequent, of oegen look at. also early modDu 
oogheler, oegeler flatterer, oogen cast sheep’s 
eyes at. See -le3. 

ogre xvm (hogre). - F.; of unkn. orig. Hence 
ogress xviii. 

oh xvi. var. of O, formerly used in positions 
where O is now more usual, now chiefly as an 
excl. of pain, terror, surprise, or disapproval. - 
F. oh, L. oh 

ohm unit of electrical resistance, xix. f. name 
of Georg Simon Ohm, German physicist (1787 
1854). 

oho excl. combining O with ho. xiv. 

ohone excl. of lament, xv. - Gael., Ir. ochdin 
-oid suffix equiv. to -form, like, repr. F -oide, L 
-oides, from Gr. -oeidfc, f o-4 eidos form, shape. 
So -oidal (-al1). 

oil in early use, liquid expressed from the olive; 
later, any similar viscid smooth liquid, xn ME. 
oh(e), oile - AN., ONF olie, OF. oile (mod 
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huile) - L. oleum (olive) oil, for *oleiuom, *olai- 
wom - Gr. elai(p)on, cf olive. The adoption from 
F. ousted OE., ME. <?fe = OS., OHG. oli (Du. olie, 
G. 61) - popL. olium, L. oleum. Hence oily (-Y1) 
XVI. 

ointment xrv. alt., after foint vb. (xrv), of 
earlier foHg)nement (im) - OF. oignement 
popL. *unguimentum. f. L. unguentum unguent; 

see -MENT. 

O.K. xix (orig. U S ), app. f. the initial letters of 
oil /correct, joc. alt. or dial, pronunc. of all correct, 
also, initials of Old Kinderhook (near Albany), 
name of the birthplace of a Democratic candi¬ 
date, Martin Van Buren, used as a slogan. 

~ol (chem.) terminal syll. of alcohol, used to form 
names of substances which are alcohols in the 
wider sense, or compounds analogous to alcohol, 
eg. met ho l, naphthol, phenol. From phenol the 
ending has been transferred to the phenol group. 

old OE. (as a familiar epithet xrv). OE. (Angl.) 
aid (WS. eald) = OS. aid (Du. oud), (O)HG. alt 
WGmc. *al6a (cf. ON. compar. ellri elder*, 

super 1. ellztr eldest, Goth, alpeis old); pp. forma 
tion on the base of OE. alan, ON. ala nourish, 
Goth, alan grow up, rel. to L. alere nourish, with 
the parallel formation altus high, deep. Hence 
olden (-en*) ancient, xv. 

oleaginous xvi. - F oleagineux, f. L. oleaginus, 
f. oleum oil; see -ous. 

oleander xvi. - medL. oleander, oliandrum, of 
obscure orig. 

oleo- used as comb, form of (i) L. oleum oil 

(xvm), as in oleograph picture printed in oil 
colours, (ii) oleic, olein, as in oleomargarine 

(six). 
olfactory pert, to the sense of smell, xvii. - L. 

* o if actor im. f. olfactare, frequent, of olfacere 
smell (trans.), f. olere\ see -ory*. 

olibanum aromatic gum-resin, xrv. - medL., 
ult. repr. Gr. libanos frankincense tree, incense 
(of Sem. orig.). 

oligarchy xvu. - (O)F. oligarchic or medL. oli¬ 
garchs - Gr. oligarkhia, f. oligarkhes (whence 
oligarch xvu), f. oligos few; see -arch. 

oligocene see eocene. 

olio dish consisting of a medley of meats, vege¬ 
tables, etc.; hotchpotch, miscellany, xvu. alt. of 
Sp. olla (Pg. olha)Rom. *olla, for L. olla pot, 
jar. 

olive (fruit of) the evergreen tree Olea euro- 
paea. xiii. - (O)F. - L. oliva - Gr. elai(f)a, rel. to 
elai(f)on oil. Hence olivaceous xvn. 

olla podrida olio. xvi. - Sp., ‘rotten pot’; olla 
(see olio), podrida putrid. 

-ology (see -o-, -logy); as sb any of the sciences 
or departments thereof, xix. 

Olympiad period of four years between cele¬ 
brations of the Olympic games (ancient Gr. fes 
tival). xvi. - F. Olympiade or L. Olympias, -ad- - 

Gr. Olumpids, f. Olumpios, adj. of O'lumpos lofty 
mountain in Thessaly, Greece, home of the gods 
in Gr. myth.; see -ad. So Olympian, Olympic 
xvi. 

-oma suffix repr modL. oma - Gr. oma, as in 
rhizoma, sarkoma, trikhoma, f. vbs. in -ousthai, 
as rhizoiisthai take root, f. rhiza root, (i) Used 
to denote a formation or member of the nature 

of that denoted by the radical part; now super¬ 
seded by -ome, as in rhizome; (ii) used in names 
of tumours or other morbid growths, as 
SARCOMA. 

ombre card-game played by three persons with 
40 cards, xvii (earlier also Vhombre, I'ombre). - 
Sp. hombre (:- L. hominem, nom. homo man); cf. 
F. (h)ombre chief player at ombre, and the game 
itself. 

omega last letter of the Gr. alphabet (Q, w): 
last of a series, end. xvi - Gr. 6 mega (cf. mega ) 
‘great o’. 

omelet(te) xvii (also aumelet, am(m)ulet, am 
let). - F. omelette, also ta(u)melette, metath. ait. 
of talumette, by-form of talumelle. talemel(l)e, 
which arose from lemele blade of a sword or 
knife, by wrong analysis of la lemel{l)e (- L. la¬ 
mella, dim. of lamina thin plate of metal); the 
omelette is presumed to have been named from 
its thin flat shape. 

omen xvi. - L. omen, omin-, of uncert. orig. So 
ominous xvi. - L. ominosus. 

omentum (anat.) caul. xvi. - L. 
-ometer the el. -meter preceded by -o-, as in 
gasometer. 

omit xv. - L. omittere, f. ob- + mittere send, let 
go. So omission xrv. - (O)F. or late L. 

omni- comb, form of L. omnis all, as in omni¬ 
potent xrv (- (O)F. -L ), omnipresent xvu 
(- medL.), omniscience, -scient xvu (- medL.), 
omnivorous xvii (f. L. omnivor us). 

omnibus xix. - F. omnibus, also voiture omni¬ 
bus carriage for all (L. omnibus, d. pi. of omnis 
all). 

omnium gatherum gathering of all sorts, 
miscellaneous assemblage, xvi. f. L. omnium g. 
pi of omnis all + mock-L formation on gather, 
for a gathering’. 

omoplate (anat.) shoulder-blade, xvi. - Gr. 
omoplate, f. omos shoulder+plate broad surface, 
blade 

omphal(o)- comb, form of Gr. omphalos navel. 
xvu. 

on prep, and adv. expressing the relation of con¬ 
tact with or proximity to a surface (hence with 
implication of support by it) and motion to or 
toward a position (later often expressed by on 
to, onto xvi); in early use covering also some of 
the uses now expressed by in and at. OE. on, 
orig. unstressed var. of an = OS., OHG. ana, an 
(Du. aan, G. an), ON. a, Goth, ana, rel. to Gr. 
and, ana on, upon, Skr. a up, Av. ana, OS1. na. 
Hence onward(s) xvi. 

onager wild ass. xrv (afterwards not before 
xvui). - L. - Gr. onagros for onos agrios (onos 
ass. agrios wild). 

onanism xvm. - F. or modL. onanismus, f. 
Onan (Gen. 38: 9); see -ism. 

once one time only xu; at any one time, on any 
occasion xrv. ME. dries, ones, g. of an, on one 
(see -s), finally superseding enes, OE. series, 
which repl. adv. instr. sene (ME. ene) of an one, 
cf. MDu. eenes, MLG. enes, MHG. ein(e)s, G. einst. 
Hence at once xiii. 

one OE. an = OS. en (Du. een), (O)HG. ein, ON. 
einn, Goth, ains Gmc. *ainaz IE *oinos, 
whence also OL. oinos, L. unus, OS1. inu other. 
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Lith vienas, OIr. den, din, in other langs. with 
other suffixes, as Skr. eka- one, Gr. oi(f )os alone 

-one (chem.) used in the names of various com¬ 
pounds. - Gr. -one fern, patronymic suffix, 

oneiro- comb, form of Gr. oneiros dream, as in 
oneiromancy (xvn). 

onerous xrv. - (O)F. onereux - L. onerosus, f. 
oner-, onus; see -ous. 

onion xrv. ME. unyon, oyn(y)on - AN. union, 
(O)F. oignon, L. unionem, nom. unio. 

only (dial.) solitary; of which there are no others 
OE.; single xv. OE. dnlic, late var. of aenlic corr. 
to MLG einlik, MDu. een(e)lijc. Hence adv. ME 
onliche (xm); partly alt. of OE. aenlice, after the 
adj., partly developed from predic. uses of the 
adj. See one, -ly1 ’. 

onomatopoeia word-formation based on imi¬ 
tation. xvi. - late L. - Gr. onomatopoiia making 
of words, f. onomatopoios, f. onoma, -mat 
name + -poios -making. Hence onomatopoeic, 

-poetic xix. 
onslaught xvii. Early forms also anslaight, 
onslal - early MDu. aenslag (mod. aan), f. aan 
on + slag blow, stroke, rel. to slagen strike, 
slay1; with assim. (xvii) to islaught, OE. slaeht 
SLAUGHTER. 

ontology study of being, xvm. - modL onto- 
logia, f. Gr. onto-, comb, form of on, g. ontos 
being, n. of 6n, prp. of einai be; see -logy. 

onus burden of responsibility, xvii. - L. 
‘burden’. 

onymous bearing a name (as of the author), 
xvm. Extracted from anonymous. 

onyx xm (oniche). - OF. oniche, onix - L. acc. 
onycha, nom. onyx - Gr. dnukha, onux nail, 

claw, onyx stone. 
oo- comb, form of Gr. oion egg, ovum, in 
scientific terms, as oolite (min. and geol.) xvm 
(- F. odiithe, modL. oolites), oology xix (- F. 
oologie, modL. oologia), oospore xrx. 

oof (si.) money, xix. Shortening of ooftish, Yidd 
ish for G. auf tisch, i.e. auf dem tisch on the table, 
said of money laid on the table in gambling, 

-oon repr. F. -on in words with stress on the 
final syll. adopted xvi-xvni, e.g. dragoon, as dis¬ 
tinguished from the -on of adoptions from AN. 
(OF.), e.g. baron, felon, and of more modern 
adoptions, e.g. chignon-, hence repr. gen. F. dim. 
-on, and the corr. It. augm. -one, Sp. augm. -on - 
L. -dnem, nom. o, forming sbs. of the nickname 
or pejorative type, e.g. balatro jester, ndso big 
nosed man; exx. of various types of deriv. are 
balloon, buffoon, cartoon, harpoon, lampoon, 
macaroon, platoon, quadroon-, rarely used as an 
Eng. formative, as in spittoon. 

ooze' fjuice, sap OE.; liquor of a tan vat, de¬ 
coction of bark xvi; (from the vb.) exudation 
xvm. OE. wos, corr. to MLG. wos(e) scum, ON. 
vas. Cf. next. Hence ooze vb. exude, cause to 
exude xiv, percolate as through pores xvm. ME. 
wose. Now assoc, with ooze2. 

ooze2 mud, slime. OE. ioase = OFris. wdse, ON. 
veisa stagnant pool, puddle, 

op- assim. form of ob- before p. 
opal xvi. - F. opale or L. opalus, prob. ult. (like 
late Gr. opdllios) - Skr. upala- stone. Hence 
opalescent xix. 

opaque (arch.) dark, dull xv; not transparent 
xvii. - L. opacus, partly through F. opaque. So 
opacity xvii. - F. - L. 

ope (arch.) open (adj .)■ xm. Clipped form of open, 

with loss of n as in pps. awake, bespoke Hence 
vb. xv. 

open not shut, confined, or covered (with many 
fig. uses). OE. open = OS. opan (Du. open), OHG. 
offan (G. offen), ON. opinnGmc. *upanaz, hav¬ 
ing the form of a strong pp. (see -bn*) f. up, as if 
meaning ‘put or set up’. Hence open vb OE. 
openian = OS. opanon (Du. openen), OHG. 
offanon (G. offnen). 

opera xvii. - It. L. opera labour, work prod 
uced, fern. coll. corr. to opus, oper work (see 
opus). Hence operatic xvm. irreg., after dra 
matic. So (dim.) operetta xvm. - It. 

operate tproduce an effect; effect, produce, 
bring about xvii; (orig. U S.) cause or direct the 
working of xix. f. operdt-, pp. stem of L. operari 
work, bestow labour upon, f. oper-, opus; see 
-ate*. So operation working, performance xiv; 
surgical act xvi; (mil., math.) xvm. - (O)F. - L. 
operative xvi; sb. worker xix. - late L. 
operator xvi. - late L. 

operculum (zool., etc.) cover, lid. xvm. - L., f. 
operire cover, close, parallel formation to ap- 
erire open; see -cule. 

operose laborious (subjectively and objec¬ 
tively). xvii. - L. operosus, f. oper-, opus; see 
-ose' 

ophicleide musical wind-instrument de¬ 
veloped from the ancient ‘serpent’, xix. - F. 
ophicleide, f. Gr. ophis serpent (see next) + kleis, 
kleid- key, rel. to L. clavis (see clef). 

ophidian serpent-like. xix. f. modL. Ophidia 
order of reptiles, f. Gr. ophis, ophid- serpent; see 
-ian. The comb, form of ophis (used in scientific 
terms) is ophi(o)-. So ophite xvii - L. ophites - 
Gr. ophttes serpentine. 

ophthalmia inflammation of the eye xvi (ear¬ 
lier not naturalized). - late L. - Gr. ophthalmia, 
f. ophihalmos eye; see -ia'. So ophthalmic 
xvii. - L. - Gr. 

opiate containing opium, narcotic xvi; sb 
xvii. - medL. opiatus, see opium, -ate2. 

opinion what one thinks, belief xm; estimate, 
estimation xiv. - (O)F. - L. opinio, on-, f. stem 
of opindri think, believe (whence opine xvi). 
Hence opinionated xvii. f. fopinionate (xvi). 
opinionative xvi. 

opistho- comb, form of Gr. dpisthen behind, as 
in opisthograph manuscript written on the 
back as well as the front (xvii; - Gr. 
opisthographos). 

opium xiv (anglicized topie). - L. - Gr. opion, 
dim. of opos vegetable juice. 

opodeldoc in the work of Paracelsus (op 
podeltoch) applied to various medical plasters 
and believed to have been invented by him. 
xvii. 

opopanax fetid gum-resin from the root of 
Opopanax chironium xrv. - L. - Gr. opopanax, 
f. opos juice + panax, n. of panakSs all-healing; 
see panacea. , 

opossum xvii. of Algonquian orig. 
oppidan townsman; spec, of a member of Eton 
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College who boards in the town. xvi. - L. op¬ 
pidan us,{. oppidum (fortified) town; see -an. 

oppilation obstruction, xrv. - late L. oppilatid, 
-on-, f. L. oppildre stop up, f. op- + pilare ram 
down, stop up; see ation. 

opponent one who maintains a contrary ar¬ 
gument xvi, antagonist xvn. - L. opponens, -ent, 
prp. of opponere set against, f. op- + ponere place, 

opportune xv. - (O)F. oppcriun, fern, -une - L. 
opportunus (orig. of wind) driving towards the 
harbour, (hence) seasonable, f. op- + portus har 
hour, port1. So opportunity xrv. opportun¬ 
ism, opportunist xrx. - It. opportunismo, F. 
opportunisme, etc. 

oppose (-confront with objections, pose, appose 
xrv; set against in opposition xvi. - (O)F. 
opposer, based on L. opponere, see opponent, 
pose'. So opposite placed over against xrv; con¬ 
trary xvi. - (O)F. - L. oppositus, pp. of opponere. 
opposition (astron. and astrol.) xrv; contrary 
or hostile action xvi; (of a party) xvm 

oppress fpress hard upon, put down, quell; 
lie heavy on; keep under wrongfully or 
tyranxiously, xrv. - (O)F oppresser - medL 
oppressare, f. oppress-, pp. stem of opprimere, f. 
op-+prentere press'. So oppression xrv. - 
(Q)F. - L. oppressive xvii. - F. - medL. 

opprobrious xrv. - late L. opprobriosus, f op 
probrium (in Eng. use from xvn) infamy, re¬ 
proach, f. op- + probrum shameful deed, 
disgrace; see ious. 

oppugn tassault, besiege xv; assail in speech 
or action xvi. - L. oppugnare fight against, f. 
op- + pugndre (see pugnacious). 

opsimathy learning acquired late in life, 
xvn - Gr. opsimathid, f. opsimathts (whence op- 
simath xrx), f. opsi , opse late + *math- (see 
MATHEMATIC); See -Y*. 

opt xrx. - F. opter - L. optdre choose, desire. 
So optative (gram.) expressing wish. xvi. - F. 
optatif, -ive - late L optativus. option choice, 
xvn. - F. or L.; whence optional xvm. 

optic pert, to sight or the organ of sight, xvi. - 
(O)F optique or medL. opticus - Gr. optikds, f. 
optos seen, visible, f. *op-\ see eye, -ic. So 
optical, optics xvi. 

optimism doctrine of Leibniz that the present 
world is the best of all possible worlds xvm; view 
that presumes the predominance of good; dis 
position to hope for or expect the best xix. - F. 
optimisme, f. L. optimum, sb. use of n. of optimus 
best; see -ism. So optimist xvm, optimum xix. 

opulent abundantly wealthy, xvn. - L. opulens, 
-ent- or opulentus, f. *ops, pi. opes resources, 
wealth; see -ulent. So opulence xvi. 

opus work, esp. musical composition, xvm (first 
in magnum o., o. magnum great work). - L , rel. 
to Skr dpa-. So opuscule xvii. - (O)F. - L. opu- 
sculum xvn. 

or' (adv., prep., conj.) before; sooner, ere; rather 
than, xm (from xv often in or ever, or e'er, or ere). 
late Nhb. OE. dr early, ME. (in Scandinavianized 
areas) dr, later pr - ON. dr = OE. ser ere. 

or* particle introducing an alternative, xn. re 
duced form of pother (xn xv), app. alt of OE. 
odde by assim. of the ending to words expressing 
an alternative, as either, whether (cf. the alt. of 

oratory 

OHG. odo MHG. ode, to odar, oder by assim. to 
weder neither). 

or* (her.) the tincture gold or yellow, xvi. - 
(Q)F.L. aurum. 

-or* suffix of agent-nouns repr. ult. (i) L. -or 
chiefly as appended to pp. stems, as in the comp, 
forms -tor, -ator, -itor, and -(s)sor (e.g. censor, 
oppressor, sponsor)-, (ii) L. -dtdrem, -itorem (nom. 
-ator, -itor), whence OF. -eo(u)r, later and mod. 
-eur (see -our'). It has been generalized in legal 
use for the terms corr. to those in -ee1. In, e.g., 
bachelor, chancellor, sailor, -or has superseded 
other endings. 

-or1 suffix forming (orig.) abstr. sbs., as in error, 
horror, liquor, pallor, squalor, terror, repr. ult. 
L. -or, earlier -6s (e.g. colds colour, hands hon¬ 

our), corr. to Skr. -as, Gr. -as, and rel. for the 
most part to intr. vbs. in -ere. The earliest forms 
of the above words were in -our, which is the 
current British spelling in others of the same 
type (see -our*). 

orach(e) plant of the genus Atriplex. xv (orage, 
arage). - AN. arose he, OF. arache, arrace (mod. 
arroche)L. atriplex, -plic- - Gr. atrdphaxus. 

oracle mouthpiece of a deity; divine revelation 
or message xrv; holy of holies in the Jewish 
temple xv; authoritative or infallible guide xvi. 
- (O)F. - L. drdculum, f. ordre speak, pray, 
orate; see -cle. So oracular xvii. 

oral pert, to the mouth or to speech, xvn. - late 
L. oralis, f. L. os, dr- mouth; see -al1. 

orange (fruit of) an evergreen tree. Citrus au- 
rantium xrv {orenge). - OF. orenge in pomme 
d’orenge, later and mod. orange-, ult. - Arab. 
naranj - Pers. ndrang. So orangeade xvm. 

Orange name of a town (Arausio in the ancient 
province of Gallia Narbonensis) on the Rhone 
in France, which in 1530 passed to the house of 
Nassau and so to the ancestors of William HI of 
England ('William of O.’, i.e. O.-Nassau), after 
whom were named (late xvm) the O. lodges, 
Orangemen, and O. boys of an ultra- 
Protestant party in Ireland formally constituted 
into a secret society in 1795. The coincidence of 
this name with that of the fruit made the wear¬ 
ing of orange-coloured badges a symbol of 
attachment to William III and of membership of 
the O. Society. 

orang-utan, -outang xvii. - Malay orang 
utan jungle dweller, prob. through Du. orang 
oetang-, prop, the Malay name for wild races of 
men misapplied by Europeans. 

orator tadvocate xiv; tpetitioner; (eloquent) 
public speaker xv, as a university official xvii. - 

AN. oratour = (0)F. orateur - L. orator, -dr- 
speaker, pleader, f pp. stem of orare, whence 
(or in part back-formation) orate tplead xvi; de¬ 
liver a speech xvm; see -ate®, -ator. So oration 
tpetition xrv; formal speech xvi. - L. ordtid, -on- 
formal language, discourse, advocate’s speech, 
(eccl.) prayer. 

oratorio xvm. - It. - ecclL. oratorium ora¬ 

tory'; so named from the musical performances 
held in the church of the Oratory of St. Philip 
Neri in Rome from the latter part of xvi. 

oratory' place of prayer, esp a small chapel 
xrv; title of certain religious congregations in 
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R.C.Ch. (orig. of the O. of St. Philip Neri 
established in 1564) xvn. - AN. oratories(O)F. 
oratoire. It. oratorio - ecclL. ordtorium, sb. use 
of n. of ordtorius, f. 6rdt-\ see orator, -ory1. 

oratory3 art of the orator, eloquent speaking. 
xvi. - L. oratorio, sb. use of fern, of ordtorius. f 
orator, see orator, -ory*. Hence, or directly f 
L. ordtorius, oratorical xvn. 

orb +(old astron.) hollow sphere surrounding 
the earth; (circle, ring; heavenly body xvi; eye¬ 
ball, eye xvii; cross-surmounted globe of the re¬ 
galia xvm. - L. orbis ring, round surface, disc. 
Hence orbed ( eds) xvi. So orbicular circular, 
spherical, xvi. - late L. orbicularis, f. L. orbi- 
culus. dim. of orbis; see cule, ar. 

orbit eye-socket xvi; path of a heavenly body 
xvii. - L orbita wheel-track, course, path (of the 
moon), in medL. eye-cavity, sb. use of fern, of 
orbitus circular, f. orbis, orb- orb. 

ore fferocious (sea-)monster; cetacean of the 
genus Orca. xvi. - F. orque or L. orca kind of 
whale - Gr. oruga, acc. of orux oryx. 

orchard OE. ortgeard, orce(a)rd garden, or¬ 
chard = Goth. aurtigards garden; the first ele¬ 
ment is prob. - L. hortus garden; the second is 
yard'. 

orchestra in the ancient Gr. theatre, semi¬ 
circular area for the chorus xvii; part of a 
theatre, etc., assigned to musicians; band of 
musicians itself xvm. - L. orchestra - Gr. orkht- 
stra, f. orkheisthai dance. Hence orchestral 
XIX. 

orchid xix. f. modL. Orchideae or Orchidacese, f. 
orchid-, wrongly assumed stem of L. orchis - Gr 
orkhis testicle, applied to the plants from the 
shape of the tubers in most species, 

orchil dye prepared from lichens xv; lichen 
Roccella xvm. - OF. orcheil, orcele, orseil (mod. 
orseille), of uncert. orig. 

ordain confer (holy) orders upon; appoint, de¬ 
cree; farrange, dispose, xm. ME. ordeine - AN. 
ordeiner^ OF. ordener, later -oner (mod. 
-onner) - L. ordinare, f. ordo, ordin- order. 

ordeal ancient mode of trial by subjection to a 
dangerous physical test OE.; trying experience 
xvii. OE. orddl, ordel (whence AL. orddlium, 
etc.) = OS. urdeli (Du. oordeel), OHG. urteili (G. 
urteil) judgement Gmc. *uzdailjam, corr. to 
OE. ddaelan, OS. ddelian, OHG. ar-, irteilan (G. 
urteilen) adjudge as one's share, give judge¬ 
ment Gmc. *uzdailjan share out, f. *uz- out- 
+ *dailjan (Goth, -dailjan) deal1 In ME. 
recorded only in the form ordal, prob. from 
medL. orddlium, thereafter in forms also 
dependent on medL. (ordale, ordele) until xvii, 

when the present form ordeal became current 
through etymol. assoc, with deal1. 

order A. rank of angels; grade in the Christian 
ministry, (gen.) rank, grade; monastic society or 
fraternity xn (o. of chivalry, etc. xiv); (archit.) 
system of parts in established proportions xvi; 
(math.) degree of complexity of form; higher 
group of animals, etc. xvm; B. sequence, dis¬ 
position; method of procedure or action xiv (in 
o to, take o. xvi); condition of observance of law 
and usage xv; C. regulation, direction, mandate 
xvi. ME. ordre - (O)F. ordre, earlier ordene - L. 

ordinem, nom. ordo row, etc., rel. to ordiri begin, 
orndre adorn. Hence orderly arranged in or 
observant of order xvi; charged with the con¬ 
veyance or execution of orders xvm (o. man, 
officer, tsergeant, hence as sb , by ellipsis). So 
ordinal t(rare) regular, orderly xiv; (of num¬ 
bers) xvi; (nat. hist.) pert, to an order xix. - late 
L ordindlis. ordinal sb. book of the order of 
divine service xiv; form of ordination xvii. - 
medL. ordinale, n. sg. of ordindlis. ordinance 
A. (arch.) regular arrangement; authoritative 
direction; presenbed usage xiv; B. tprovision, 
supply; spec, military supplies (now ordnance) 
xrv. - OF. ordenance (now ordonnance) - medL. 
ordinantia, f. ordinare ordain, ordinand one 
about to be ordained xix. ordinary A. (eccl. 
and leg.) one having immediate jurisdiction or 
authority in juridical matters; B. book of divine 
service; C. sb. uses of the adj. from xvi. - AN., 
OF. ordinarie (later and mod. ordinaire) - medL. 
ordinbrius, and in n. sg. drdindrium. So adj be¬ 
longing to the regular order or course; having 
regular jurisdiction xv; of the usual kind xvi. - 
L. ordindrius orderly, usual; sec -ary. or¬ 
dination xv. - (O)F. or L., f. ordinare ordain. 
ordnance xvii (see ordinance) ordonnance 
systematic arrangement, xvii. - F., alt. of OF 
ordenance, after F. ordonner. 

ordure xiv. - (O)F. ordure, f. ord filthy L 
horridus horrid; see -ure. 

ore OE. ora unwrought metal (corr. to Du. oer, 
LG. ur, of unkn. orig.), repr. by oor(e), (o)ure 
from xiv to xvn; superseded by the descendant 
of OE. dr = OS., OHG. er, ON. eir, Goth, aiz 
Gmc. *aiz, corr. to L. a?s crude metal, bronze, 
money. 

oread mountain nymph, xvi. - L. Oreas, -ad- - 
Gr. Oreias, -ad-, f. oros mountain; see -ad. 

oreography, oreology see orography. 
orfray see orphrey. 
organ in versions of the Bible and allusions 
thereto, applied to various instruments of music 
xm; musical instrument consisting of pipes sup¬ 
plied with wind and sounded by keys xiv; in¬ 
strument or means of function xv. - OF. organe, 
orgene (mod. orgue) - L. organum instrument, 
engine, musical instrument - Gr. organon, f. IE. 
*worg *werg- work. So organic fserving as an 
organ xvi; pert to organs or an organized body 
xvm (chem. xix). - F. - L. organism (-organic 
structure xvn; organized system or body xvm. - 
F. organist xvi. - F. - medL. organize xv. - 
(O)F. - medL. 

organdie xix - F., of unkn. orig. 
orgasm paroxysm of excitement, xvn. - F. 
orgasme or modL. orgasmus - Gr. orgasmos, f. 
organ swell as with moisture, be excited, 

orgy (in pi.) secret rites of the worship of Greek 
and Roman deities, etc. xvi; (sg.) licentious revel 
xvm. orig. pi. - F. orgies - L. orgia - Gr. orgia n. 
pi., f. IE. *worg- *werg- work; see -y*. So or¬ 
giastic xvii. - Gr. orgiastikos. 

-orial suffix combining L orius -ory* and -alis 
al‘, and usu. identical in sense with -ory, e g 
inquisitorial, territorial, visitatorial, it is pre 
ferred where there is a sb. in -ory, eg 
purgatory /purgatorial. 
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oriel fporch; gallery, balcony, upper storey xrv; 
windowed recess projecting from a building xv; 
o. window xvm. ME. oriole - OF. oriol, eurieul 
passage, gallery, of unkn. orig. 

orient' adj. eastern, (hence, of stones) precious, 
excellent; sb. the East, eastern lands, xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. oriens, -ent- rising, rising sun, east, 
prp. of oriri rise; see -ent. So oriental xrv - 
(O)F. or L. 

orient* place so as to face the east xvm; de 
termine the bearings of; (refl.) ascertain one’s 
bearings xix. - F. orienter, f. orient; see prec. So, 
by extension with -ate*, orientate xix; prob. 
after orientation situation so as to face east 
(of a church, east and west), bearing or lie of 
a thing, determination of bearings xix, which 
appears to be directly f. orient vb. 

orifice xvi. - (O)F. - late L. orificium, f. os, ori- 
mouth (see oral)+/ic-, var. oifacere make, do'. 

oriflamme sacred banner of St. Denis, of red 
or orange-coloured silk, xv (also -flambe). - 
(O)F. oriflambe, -flamme, in medL. auriflamma, 
f. aurum gold +flamma flame. 

origanum wild marjoram, etc. xvi. - L. - Gr. 
ortganon, of unkn. orig. 

origin descent, ancestry xiv; point or place of 
beginning, xvi. - F. origine or L. origo, origin-, 
f. oriri rise. So original pert, to origin (first of o. 
sin xiv); sb. forigin; pattern, exemplar xrv; singu¬ 
lar or eccentric person xvn. - (O)F. original 
or L. origindlis. origination xvn. - F. - L. 
originatio derivation of words, f. pp. stem of 
*originare. whence originate ( ate*) xvii. 

oriole name of various yellow-plumaged birds, 
xvm. - med. and modL. oriolus - OF. oriolL. 
aureolus, f. aureus golden, f. aurum gold, 

-orious comp, suffix forming adjs. by the 
addition of -ous to L. -ori- of orius -ory*, with 
which and orlal it is mainly synonymous, but 
not of like currency. 

orison (arch.) prayer. ME. ureisun, oreison, 
oriso(u)n - AN. ur-, OF. oreison, orison (now 
oraison)L. ordtid, on- speech, oration. 

-orium suffix repr. n. sg. of L. orius, used in 
sbs. denoting ‘place of .’, ‘thing used or requi¬ 
site for ..’, as in auditorium, crematorium, sana¬ 
torium, and in such techn. terms as sensorium 
seat of sensation. Cf -ory1. 

orle (her.) band round the shield, xvi. - (O)F 
orle (cf. mod. ourlet hem), f. ourler hem Rom. 
*oruldre, f. *orula, dim. of L. ora edge, border, 

orlop (orig.) floor or deck with which a ship’s 
hold was covered in; (later) lowest deck, xv 
(overloppe). - (M)Du. overloop, f. overloopen run 
over; see over-, leap. 

ormer sea-ear (edible mollusc), xvn. - Channel 
Islands F. ormer = F. ormier L. auris maris 
‘ear of the sea’ (so called from its resemblance 
to the ear). 

ormolu gold leaf, gilded bronze, gold-coloured 
alloy, xvm. - F. or moulu ‘ground gold’, i.e. or 
gold (:- L. aurum), moulu, pp. of moudre L. 
molere grind. 

ornament fadjunct; accessory equipment 
(now only of the furnishings of a church); 
decoration, embellishment, xiii. ME. (o)urne- 
ment - AN. urnement, OF. o(u)rnement - L. orna- 

mentum, f. orndre adorn. Later refash, after L. 
Hence ornament vb. xvm, whence ornamen¬ 

tation xix. ornamental xvn. So ornate (-ate*) 

xv. - pp. of L. orndre 
ornithology xvn. - modL. ornithologia, f. Gr. 
ornithologos treating of birds, f. ornis, ornitho- 
bird; see -logy. So ornithologist xvn. 

orography, oreography description of 
mountains, xix. f. oro-, ore(i)o-, comb, forms of 
Gr. oros mountain; see -graphy. So or(e)oiogy 

xvm; see -logy. 

orotund marked by fullness and clarity of tone, 
xvm. f. L. phr. ore rotundo lit. ‘with round 
mouth’. 

orphan (one) deprived of parents, xv. - late L. 
orphanus - Gr. orphands, rel. to L. orbus bereft, 
Arm. orb orphan. Hence vb. xix. 

Orphic pert, to Orpheus or mysteries as¬ 
sociated with him. xvii. - L. Orphicus - Gr. Or- 
phikos, f. Orpheus\ see -ic. 

orphrey, orfray trich embroidery xiii; or¬ 
namental band on a vestment xrv. Falsely in¬ 
ferred sg. from ME. orphreis taken as pi. - OF. 
orfreis (mod. orfroi) - medL. aurifrisium, alt. of 
auriphrygium gold embroidery, i.e. aurum 
Phrygium ‘Phrygian gold’. 

orpiment yellow arsenic, xiv. - (O)F. - L. 
auripigmentum, f. aurum gold-t-pigmentum 
PIGMENT. 

orpin(e) succulent herbaceous plant, xiv. - OF. 
orpine yellow arsenic, presumably shortening 
of orpiment. 

Orpington breed of poultry, xix. f. name of 
Orpington, a town in Kent. 

orrery mechanism for representing the mo¬ 
tions of the planets, xvm. Named after Charles 
Boyle, Earl of Orrery, for whom a copy of the 
machine invented by George Graham c.1700 was 
made. 

orris' (root of) iris, xvi (oreys, oris, arras). 
unexpl. alt. of iris. 

orris* gold and silver lace pattern, xvm 
(or(r)ice, -ace), poss. alt. of orfris orphrey. 

ortho- before a vowel orth-, comb, form of Gr. 
orthos straight, right, correct, orthoepy correct 
pronunciation, xvii. - Gr. orthoepeia (epos 
word), orthography correct spelling xv - 
(O)F. - L. - Gr 

orthodox according with accepted opinion xvi; 
spec, epithet of the Eastern Church xvm - 
eccIL. orthodoxus - Gr. orthodoxos, f. orthos 
straight, right + doxa opinion, f. base of dokein 
seem. rel. to L. decet (see decent). So orthodoxy 
xvn. - late L. - late Gr. 

lana. xvii. - F. - Pr. ortolan gardener - L hor 
tulanus, f. hortulus, dim. ofhortus garden 

-ory' earlier orie - AN. -orie = (0)F -oire, repr 
ona' onum, fern, and n. of -orius -ory* use< 

sb. to denote a room or an instrument as di 
rectory dormitory, lavatory, refectory, repost 
tory, but sometimes with other applications a 
m promontory, territory; in priory, rectory i’t i 
formed on a sb. in -or' with -y* 

-ory’ adj. suffix repr. L. -orius, fern, -dria n 
-onum (partly through F. -orie), primarily t 
agent-nouns in -dr- -or' + -ius .,oUS 



oryx 

amatory, dilatory, initwlcry, satisfactory, 
supplicatory, later extended, as in compulsory, 
illusory, perfunctory. Cf. orlal, -orious. 

oryx species of antelope, xiv. - L. - Gr. orux 
stonemason’s pickaxe, applied to an antelope or 
gazelle having pointed horns, 

oscillate xvm. f. pp. stem, (see -ate’) of L. os- 
cillare, f. oscillum little mask of Bacchus hung 
from the trees, especially in vineyards, so as to 
be easily moved by the wind, dim. of os face; (or 
back-formation from) oscillation xvn. - L. 

oscitant gaping from drowsiness, xvn. - prp of 
L. oscitare gape, perh. f. os mouth 4- citare put in 
motion; see -ant. So oscitation xvi. - L. 

osculate kiss; (techn.) bring or come into close 
contact, xvn. f pp. stem of L. osculari kiss, 
f. osculum little or pretty mouth (cf. -cule), 

kiss, hypocoristic dim. of os mouth; see -ate3. 

So osculation xvii. - L. 
-ose' suffix repr. L. -osus, forming adjs. from sbs. 
with the meaning ‘full of, ‘abounding in’, e.g. 
annosus full of years (f. annus year), jocdsus 
jocose, mordsus morose, verbosus verbose. 

The corr. sbs. end in -osity, repr. F. -osite, L. 
-dsitds. Cf. -ous. 

-ose2 (chem.) suffix originating in the final syll. 
of glucose and used to form names of related 
carbohydrates, as cellulose, dextrose. 

osier xrv. - (O)F. osier, m. form corr to fern, 
(dial.) osieremedL. auseria, of uncert. orig. 

-osis terminal el. of many ancient and rnodL. 
terms derived from or modelled on Gr. terms 
in osis, which were primarily based on vbs. in 
-dein (-oun) but were later formed directly on 
sbs. and adjs., eg. cyanosis, metamorphosis, 
sclerosis, thrombosis, corr. adjs. end in -otic. 

-osity see -ose1, -ous, and -ity. 

Osmanli see Ottoman. 

osmium (chem.) metal of the platinum group, 
distinguished by a pungent smell, xix. f. Gr. 
osm& odour 4- -ium. 

osmund flowering fern. xv. - AN. osmunde, 
(O)F. osmonde, of unkn. orig. 

osprey sea-eagle, fish-hawk xv; egret plume 
xix. - OF. ospres (mod. orfraie), repr. obscurely 
L. ossifraga ossifrage. 

osseous pert, to bone, xviii. f. L. osseus, f. os, 
oss- bone, rel. to Skr. asthi, Gr. osteon osteo-; see 
-EOUS. 

ossifrage lammergeyer; osprey, xvn. - sb. uses 
of L. ossifragus, -fraga bone-breaking, f. os, oss- 
bone (see prec.) 4- *frag break (see fragment). 

ossify xvm. - F. ossifier, f. L. os, oss- bone; see 
osseous, ify. So ossification xvn. 

ossuary charnel-house, bone-urn. xvii. - late L. 
ossuarium, f. ossua, var. of ossa, pi. of os bone; 
see osseous, -ary. 

ostensible fthat may be shown; fconspicuous; 
exhibited as actual and genuine, xvm. - F. - 
medL. ostensibilis, f. ostens-, pp. stem of ostend- 
ere, f. ob-ytendere stretch; see -ible. So os¬ 

tensory (-ory1) monstrance, xix (earlier in 
foreign forms ostensorio, -orium. -oir). - medL. 
ostensorium. ostentation xv. - (O)F. - L., f. os- 
tentare, frequent, of ostendere. 

osteo- comb, form of Gr. osteon bone (see oss¬ 

eous), as in osteology science of bones (xvn; - 
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modL. osteologia), osteopath, osteopathy xix 
(orig. U.S., after homoeopath, allopath). 

ostler stable-man, groom, xiv. var. sp. of hostler 
(xiii) innkeeper, etc. - AN. hostiler^ OF. hos- 
telier, f. hostel hostel (see -er2). 

ostracism method of banishment in ancient 
Greece by voting with potsherds or tiles on 
which the name of the person proposed to be 
banished was written, xvi. - F. ostracisme or 
modL ostracismus - Gr. ostrakismos, f. os 
trakizein (whence ostracize xvii), f. ostrakon 
shell, tile, potsherd, rel. to ostakos crustacean, 
osteon bone; see osteo-, ism. 

ostrich xiii ME. ostric(h)e, -ige - OF. ostric(h)e, 
-usee (mod. autruche) Rom. *avistruthius, f. 
L. avis bird + late L struthio - Gr. strouthion 
ostrich, f. strouthos sparrow, ostrich. 

-ot, -ote repr F. -ote, L. ota, Gr. -6tes, ex¬ 
pressing nativity in ancient Gr. names, as 
Epirot, Gr. Epeirdtes, native of Epirus, in mod 
names of inhabitants of certain places in or near 
Greece, as Cypriot(e). The form -ot occurs in the 
common nouns helot, idiot, patriot, zealot. 

other tone of two; the remaining (orig one of 
two); existing besides OE ; different (as in an¬ 

other) xiii. OE. Oder = OS. odar, andar, OHG. 
andar (Du., G. ander), ON. annarr, Goth 
anpar Gmc. *anperaz IE. *anteros (compar. 
formation with *-teros), parallel to Skr. antara 
different, Lith. ahtras, based on IE. *an- as in 
Skr anyd- other. Hence otherwise (OE. on odre 
wisan). 

-otic repr. ult., through F. otique, L. oticus, Gr 
-dtikos, f. sbs. in otes -ot, ote, adjs. in otos, f. 
vbs. in oein, -oun, and so rel. to sbs. in osis, e g 
hypnotic and hypnosis, sclerotic and sclerosis. Of 
different formation in Gr. are demotic, erotic, 
exotic, a mod. analogical formation is chaotic on 
chaos. 

otiose of no practical effect xvm; (arch.) un¬ 
employed xix. - L. otidsus, f. otium leisure; see 
-ose 

oto- comb, form of Gr. ous, ot- ear1 

ottava rima (pros ) It. stanza of eight 11 
syllable lines rhyming abababcc. xix. - It., 
‘eighth rhyme’ 

Otter OE. otr, ot(t)or = MLG , Du otter, OHG. at¬ 
tar (G. otter), ON. otr :- Gmc. *otraz IE *udros, 
repr. by Skr udra-, Gr. hudros water-snake; rel. 
to water 

otto unexpl. alt. of ottar, otter, vars. of attar, 

xvii. 

ottoman cushioned seat of the sofa type. xix. - 
F. ottomane (xvm), fern of ottoman, adj. of next. 

Ottoman pert, to the Turkish dynasty founded 
c.1300 by Othman (Osman); Turkish, Turk. 
xvii. - F. Ottoman, It. Ottomano, medL. Ot 
tomanus, f. Arab, utman Othman; Osman, the 
Turk, pronunc. of Othman + Turk. adj. suffix 
-li gives Osmanli (xix). 

oubliette secret dungeon, xix. - F., f. oublier 
forget Rom. *oblitare, f obiit-. ppl. stem of L. 
oblivisci; see oblivion, -ette. 

ought1 am bound, was bound, should be bound 
or obliged. OE. ahte, pt. ind and subj. of dgan 
owe; (literally) owed as a duty; (through the 
subj. use) should owe as a duty, passing into 
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ind. use expressing (present or past) obligation, 
duty, or propriety. 

ought2 alt. of nought in the sense ‘cipher’, 

‘zero’ arising from misdividing a nought as an 
ought, xix. 

out)a (in spiritualism) o. board, one lettered 
with an alphabet for obtaining messages, xx. P.; 
f. F. oui yes + G. ja yes. 

ounce1 unit of weight, xiv. ME. unce - OF. unce 
(mod. once) = It. oncia, tonza L. uncia twelfth 
part of a pound or foot (cf. inch1), f. unus one, 

prob. intended orig. to express a unit. 
ounce2 flynx xiii; mountain panther xvm. - AN. 
*unce, OF. once, beside lonce (the / of which was 
taken for the def. art.), repr. Rom. *luncia, f. 
lynx, lyric- lynx. 

our poss. pron. A. g. pi. ('of us’) of the 1st pers. 
pron. OE. ure (us(s)er) = OS. user, OHG. unser, 
ON. vdr, Goth, unsara. B. as pron. adj. OE. 
ure^OS. unsa (Du. onze, ons), OHG. unser (G. 
unser), ON. vdrr, Goth, unsar. Hence ours ME. 
ures (xiii); repl. four (OE. ure to xvii); ourn (xiv 
to mod. dial.), ourself xiv, repl. usself, with pi 
inflexion ourselven, ourselves xiv. 

-our1 the older form in many agent-nouns in 

-or1, surviving in saviour. 

-our2 surviving spelling in British use (as 
against U.S. -or) in several sbs. in -or2, e.g. 

ardour, colour, favour, honour, labour, odour, 
rigour, savour, tumour, valour. 

-ous adj. suffix denoting ‘characterized by’, ‘hav¬ 
ing the quality of, ‘full of, ‘abounding in’, repr. 
ult. L. -osus, osa, -osum (cf. -ose1); first ap¬ 
pearing as -os, -us - AN., OF. -os, -us, mod. -eux 
(e.g. coveitos, coveitus covetous). 

The addition of -ous to L. stems of many types 
became the commonest mode of anglicizing L. 
adjs. ending in -eus, -ius, -uus, -dci-, -dci-, -endus, 
-ulus, orus, etc., e.g. aqueous, atrocious, nefar¬ 
ious, stupendous, garrulous, and of forming 
adjs. directly from sbs. of all origins; see also 
-eous, -ious, -uous; rel. sbs. have -osity. 

In chem. -ous indicates a larger proportion of 
the element denoted by the stem than the ter¬ 
mination -ic, as cuprous, ferrous. 

oust dispossess xvi; turn out, eject xvii. - AN. 
ouster = OF. oster (mod. oter) take away, re¬ 
move L. obstare oppose, hinder (see 
obstacle) So ouster ( er‘) (leg.) ejection from 
a possession, xvi. - law F. ouster, sb. use of the 
vb 

out adv. of motion or position beyond certain 
limits; with many transf. and fig applications. 
OE. ut = OS. ut (Du. uit), OHG. uz (G. aus), ON. 
ut, Goth, ut; Gmc. adv. rel. to Skr. prefix ud out 
(cf. Gr. husteros later *udteros). The comp 
prep, out of descends from OE. ut of (see or). OE 
utan(e) is continued in but and without. As adj., 
of restricted use (cf. outhouse, outside, outsize, 
and out ). As sb. chiefly in techn. uses xvm. As 
vb. OE. utian = OHG. uzon\ newly formed xiv 
and later, out-and-out completely xiv; adj xix. 
Hence out-and-outer (-er1) perfect or extreme 
one of its kind. xix. The compar. formed with 
-er* (xm) superseded utter in certain uses (cf. 
outmost); hence outermost xvi. 

out- repr. OE. ut , found in some thirty 

over 

comps, meaning chiefly ‘outward(s)’, ‘outlying’, 
‘foreign’, ‘exterior, external’; much increased 
in number and extended in application, in ME. 
and later; e.g. on the model of OE. uthealf out¬ 
ward side are outside, outskirts, outline, = 'out¬ 
side the premises or area’, as in outhouse, 
outland (OE. utland.), = ‘external’, as out-patient, 
on intr. verbal phrases such as break out, cry 
out, fit out, lay out, look out were formed out¬ 
break, outcry, outfit, outlay, outlook, on trans. 
verbal phrases in the sense ‘exceed or go beyond 
a person or thing in something’, as outbid, out¬ 
do, outgrow, outlast, outline, outrun', out-Herod 
exceed Herod in violence; outstrip (xvi) is based 
on an obs. vb. meaning ‘move swiftly’; similarly 
with sbs., as outwit, out general; with preposi¬ 
tional sense, as outdoor xvm. 

outing texpedition xiv; (-expulsion; (orig. dial.) 
airing, excursion xix. partly f. out vb., partly f. 
the adv. 

outlaw one put outside the protection of the 
law. Late OE. utlaga - ON. utlagi, f. utlagr out¬ 
lawed, banished, f. ut out + *lagu, Igg law. So 
outlaw vb. Late OE. utlagian. outlawry xiv; 
in AN. utlagerie, -larie, AL. utlagaria, -eria. 

outmost xiv. alt. of utmest (see utmost). 
outrage (-intemperance, excess, violent action; 
violent ii\jury. xiii. - (O)F. Rom. *ultraticum, 
f. L. ultra beyond; see ultra-, -age. So outrage 
vb. xiv. outrageous xiv. - OF. outrage us (mod. 
-eux). 

outre out of the way, eccentric, extravagant, 
xvm. - F., pp. of outrer tgo beyond due limits, f. 
outreL. ultra (cf. ultra ). 

outrigger (naut.) in various senses preceded 
by, and perh. an alt., by assoc, with rig, of fout- 
ligger (xv) ‘outlier’. 

outright fsti aight onward, straightway xm; to 
the full, completely xiv. f. out adv., -right. 

outside sb. xvi; adj. xvii; adv. and prep., for 
o. of xvm. See out, side. Hence outsider ( er1) 
xvm. 

outskirts the outer border, xvu (outskirt xvi). 
See out-, skirt. 

outspoken xix (orig. Sc.). See spoken. 
oval egg-shaped, xvi. - medL. ovalis, f. L. ovum 
egg1; see -al1. So ovate (-ate2) xvm. - L. 

ovary xvii. - modL. ovarium, f. L. ovum egg1; 
see -ary. 

ovation (in ancient Rome) lesser triumph xvi; 
texultation xvii; enthusiastic applause xix. - L. 
ovdtio, -on-, f. ovare celebrate a (lesser) triumph, 
perh. f. Gr. euoi, exultant cry at the Bacchanalia- 
see -ATION. 

oven tfurnace; receptacle for food to be cooked 
by radiating heat. OE. o/en = (M)LG., (M)Du. 
oven, OHG. ovan (G. ofen), ON. ofn, ogn, Goth. 
*auhns; obscurely rel. to Skr. ukha- cooking-pot, 
Gr. ipnos oven, furnace. 

over adv. (also prep, in corr. senses) above; to 
or on the other side; above a certain quantity 
OE.; excessively, too xm; through the whole ex 
tent xiv; gone by, done with xvii. OE. ofer = OS. 
obar (Du. over), OHG. ubar prep., ubiri adv (G 
uber), ON. yfir, Goth, ufar :- Gmc. *uberiIe! 
*uperi, compar. formation (cf. Skr. updri, Gr. 
huper, L. super) on *upo from under towards! 
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over adj. ME. ouere (xm) began as a graphic 
var. of uuere (with o for u before u) OE. 
ufer(r)a, yfer{r)a\ superseded in gen. use by the 
adv. form. 

over- repr. OE. ofer-, comb, form of prec., of 
which there are some 300 comps.; the number 
was increased in ME. and later, with modi¬ 
fications and developments of the primary 
meanings. The chief senses are 'situated above’, 
'upper’, ‘in excess’, ‘extra’, ‘lying, extending, or 
moving across’, ‘passing over a limit or an ob¬ 
stacle’, ‘beyond in degree or quality’, ‘covering 
a surface’, ‘with dominating or damaging in 
fluence or effect’; ‘with disturbance of situation’, 
as overbalance (xvi), overcast (xih), overset (xvi), 
overturn (xiv), overwhelm; special uses are 
those in overhear hear without intention (xvi), 
overlook look over and beyond and so not see 
or notice (xvi), overtake; overcoat and overshoe 
(xix) are orig. U.S. and are prob. renderings of 
the corr. G. or Du. words. 

overall outer covering or garment, xvm. f. 
over prep. + ALL. 

overplus xiv. partial tr. of (O)F. surplus 
SURPLUS. 

overt fopen, uncovered; open to view or know¬ 
ledge. xiv. - OF. overt (mod. ouvert), pp. of ovrir 
(ouvrir) open popL. *operire for L. aperlre. 

overtake come up with, catch up xm; come 
upon suddenly xiv. f. over- + take. 

overtone (acoustics, mus.) harmonic, xix. - G. 
oberton, for oberpartialton ‘upper partial tone’, 

overture topening, aperture xrv: opening of 
negotiations xv; (Sc.) formal motion in an as¬ 
sembly xvi; (mus.) orchestral piece forming the 
introduction to a work xvn. - OF. overture (now 
ouverture) popL. *opertura for L. apertura 
aperture. 

overweening presumption, arrogance, xiv. f. 
OVER-, WEEN, -INC1. 

overwhelm (dial.) upset xiv; overcome, over¬ 
power XVI. f. OVER- + WHELM, 

ovi-' comb, form of L. ovum egg1, as in oviduct 
(XVIII). 

ovi-2 comb, form of L. ovis sheep (see ewe), as in 
(joe.) ovicide sheep-slaughter (xix). 

ovine pert, to sheep, xix. - late L. ovinus, f. ovis; 
see ewe, ineV 

ovo- used irreg. for ovi-V xix. 
ovoid egg-shaped, xix. - F. ovoide - modL. dvoi- 
des, f. ovum egg1; see -oid. So ovoidal xvm. 

ovolo (archit.) convex moulding the section of 
which is a quarter-circle or ellipse, xvn. - It. 
ovolo, dim. of tovo, uovoL. ovum egg'. 

ovule (bot.) rudimentary seed; (zool.) un¬ 
fertilized ovum. xix. - F. ovule - modL. ovulum, 
dim. of L. ovum egg1; see ule. 

ovum egg (female reproductive cell), xvm. - L., 
see egg'. 

owe fA. have, own OE.; B. have to pay xn; C. 
have as a duty or obligation xn; D. cherish, en¬ 
tertain xiv; have to ascribe or attribute xvi. OE 
dgan = OS. egan, OHG. eigan, ON. eiga, Goth. 
aigan\ Gmc preterite-present vb., rel. to Skr 
tse owns. The orig. conjugation has been repl. 

by a new one (owed xiv) based directly on the 
inf, and the orig. pt. has become a distinct word 
(ought1). A special use of the prp. owing is in 
the sense ‘attributable to’ (xvii), whence the 
adv. owing to because of (xix). 

owl OE. ule = MLG., MDu. ule. Du uil, ON. 
ugla Gmc *uwwalon, parallel with *uwwilon, 
repr. by OHG. uwila (MHG. iule, G. eule). For 
the imit. orig cf. L. ulula, perh. f. vb. ululdre 
howl. Hence owlet ( et) xvi. 

own pert, to oneself or itself. OE. dgen = OS. 
egan, OHG eigan (Du., G. eigen), ON. eiginn 
Gmc. *aijanaz, adj. use of the pp. of owe, prop, 
‘possessed’, ‘owed’. Hence vb. OE. agnian ftake 
possession of; hold as one’s own OE. (disused 
xrv-xvi exc. as repr. in owner (xrv), whence 
revived xvn by back-formation); acknowledge 
as one’s own, as true or valid, etc. xvn. 

ox pi. oxen bovine animal, esp. castrated male of 
the domestic species. OE. oxa = OS., OHG. ohso 
(Du. os, G. ochse), ON. uxi, oxi, Goth, auhsa 
Gmc. *oysan-, rel. to W ych, p! ychen, Oir oss 
stag, Skr. uk$dn- bull, cattle, 

oxalic epithet of a poisonous sour acid found 
in wood-sorrel, etc. xvm - F oxalique, f. L 
oxaiis - Gr. oxalis wood-sorrel, f. oxus sour, acid; 
see -ic. 

oxide xvm. - F. oxide (now oxyde), f. oxygene 
oxygen + -ide, after acide acid. 

oxlip flowering herb, hybrid between cowslip 
and primrose. OE. oxanslyppe, f. oxan, g. sg. of 
oxa ox + slyppe slimy or viscous dropping (see 
cowslip) 

Oxonian pert, to Oxford, esp. to its university, 
xvi. f Oxonia, latinization of OE. Ox(e)na/ord, 
ME. Oxen(e)ford, f. oxan, g. pi. of ox f ford; see 
-IAN. 

oxy- repr. oxu-, comb, form of Gr. oxus sharp, 
acid, used in many scientific terms, in chem. 
repr. oxygen. 

oxygen xvm. - F. oxygene, intended to mean 
‘acidifying principle’ (acid-producer), f. Gr. oxus 
sharp, acid + -gene -gen. 

oxymoron (rhet.) figure in which contra¬ 
dictory terms are conjoined xvn. - Gr. oxu- 
moron, n. sg. of oxumdros pointedly foolish, f. 
oxus sharp + moros foolish, 

oyer (leg.) in full o. and terminer ‘hear and de¬ 
termine’, commission to hear and judge in¬ 
dictments. xv. - AN. oyer = OF. oir (mod. ouir) 
L audire hear. See -er*. 

oyez, oyes call to command attention, as by a 
public crier or a court officer xv. - AN., OF 
oiez, oyez hear ye!, imper. pi. of oir (see prec.). 

oyster xiv. ME oistre - OF. oistre, uistre (mod 
huitre) - L ostrea (whence also OE. ostre), also 
ostreum - Gr. ostreon, rel to osteon bone, 

oz symbol for ounce1, xvi. - It. oz, abbrev. of 
onza, pi. onze. 

ozokerite, ozocerite aromatic waxlike fossil 
resin, xix. - G. ozokerit, f. Gr. ozein smell + keros 
beeswax; see -ite. 

ozone xix. - G. ozon - Gr ozon, n. prp. of ozein 
smell, rel. to odme odour; so named from its 
peculiar smell. 



pa see papa. 
pabulum food, nutriment, xvii - L. pabulum, 

f. base *pd- of pascere feed. 
pace1 step; rate of progression; tstep of a stair, 
floor raised by a step; fmountain pass. xiii. ME 
pa(a)s - (O)F. pas - L. passus step, pace, lit. 
‘stretch (of the leg)’, f. pass , pp. stem of pandere 
stretch, extend. Hence pace vb. walk with meas¬ 
ured pace (along) xvi; set the pace for xix. 

pace2 by leave of. xix. - L., abl. of pax peace, as 
in pace tud by your leave, 

pacha see pasha. 
pachisi four-handed game played in India, of 
which ludo is a simplified form. xvm. - Hindi 
pacisi, adj. f. pads twenty-five (the highest 
throw), f pdc five. 

pachy- comb, form of Gr. pakhus thick, as in 
pakhudermos thick-skinned (derma skin), on 
which is based modL. pachydermata, whence 
pachyderm, pachydermatous xix. 

pacific making or tending to peace xvi; peaceful 
xvii (P Ocean, modL. Mare Pacificum, so called 
by Magellan because he found it comparatively 
free from violent storms). - (O)F. pacifique or 
L. pdcificus, f. pax, pdc- peace; see -fic. Hence 
pacificism, -ist, usu. in shortened form paci¬ 
fism, -1st xx So pacify xv. - (O)F. pacifier or 
L. pdcificdre pacification xv. - F. - L. 

pack’ bundle, bale xiii; company, set of people 
xrv; set of playing-cards xvi; company of ani¬ 
mals kept or herding together xvii. - (M)Du., 
(M)LG pak\ of unkn. orig. So pack vb. xiv. - 
(M)Du., (M)LG. pakken Hence package xvii. 

pack* tmake a plot; tbnng into a plot; make up 
(a jury, etc.) for a wrong purpose; shuffle (cards) 
fraudulently, xvi. perh. f. pact vb (f. pact sb ) 
by apprehending the final t as an inflexion, 

packet small pack or package xvi; short for 
P boat xvm. f. pack* + -et; perh. of AN. forma 
tion. Hence packet-boat vessel plying between 
two ports, mail-boat, xvii; orig. boat maintained 
for the conveyance of ‘the packet’ of state 
papers. 

pact xv. - (O)F. pacte, ipact - L. pactum, -us, sb. 
uses of pp. of pacisci make a covenant, f. base of 
pax PEACE. 

pad1 (orig. si., now dial.) path, road xvi; road- 
horse, nag; highwayman, footpad xvii. - LG., 
Du. pad path Hence, or - LG. padden, pad vb ' 
tread, tramp, xvi. 

pad1 fbundle of straw to lie on; soft stuffed sad¬ 
dle xvi; small cushion xvii; hairy foot or paw 
xvm; sheets of paper forming a block xix. of 
obscure orig ; cf. Flem. +pad, patte, LG. pad sole 
of the foot. Hence pad vb.2 stuff, fill out. xix. 

pad* dull sound of steps on the ground, xvi. 
mainly imit., but cf. pad vb.1 

paddle' spud for cleaning a ploughshare xv; 
short oar for propelling a canoe, etc.; one of a 
series of spokes, boards, or floats for propelling 

a vessel in the water xvii. of unkn. orig.; the 
suffix is -LE'. Hence vb xvii. 

paddle2 walk or move the feet about in mud or 
shallow water xvi; toddle xvm of obscure orig.; 
cf. LG. paddeln tramp about, frequent, of 
padden pad vb.'; see -le3. 

paddock small enclosure of grass land. xvii. 
alt. of (dial.) par rock, OE. pearroc, -uc park. 

paddy1 rice in the straw or in the husk, xvii 
(balle xvi, batty xvii). - Malay padi, corr. to 
Javanese pari; cf. Kannada b{h)atta. 

paddy2 Irishman xvm; fit of temper xix. pet- 
form of Ir. Padraig Patrick; see -y*. 

paddymelon, pademelon small brush 
kangaroo, xix. alt. of Austral, aboriginal name. 

pad(i)shah title applied to the Shah of Persia, 
Sultan of Turkey, Great Mogul, etc. xvu. - Pers. 
pddsdh, in poetry pddisahPahlavi pdtaxsd(h), 
f. OPers. pati (= Skr. pati) master, lord, ruler 
+ sdfi king, shah. 

padlock xv. first el. of unkn. orig.; see lock1. 
padre (title of a) minister of religion, xvi. - It., 
Sp., Pg. padreL pater, patr- father. 

paduasoy silk fabric, xvii. Earliest form pou- 
desoy - F. pou-de-soie, earlier pout de soie (xrv), 
of unkn. orig., altered to the present form by 
assoc, with earlier fPadua say (xvii), kind of 
serge from Padua in Italy. 

paean song of triumph or exultation, xvi. - L. 
paean - Gr. paidn hymn to Apollo invoked by 
the name Paidn, Doric var. of Ionic Paiion, Attic 
Paidn, orig. the Homeric name of the physician 
of the gods, afterwards Apollo. 

p(a)ediatrician xx. f. Gr pais, paid- child 
+ idtros physician+ -ICIAN. So p(a)ediatrist 
xix. 

p(a)edo- comb, form of Gr. pais, paid- boy, 
child, as in paedobaptism infant baptism 
(XVII). 

paeon (pros.) metrical foot of four syllables, one 
long and three short, named, acc. to the position 
of the long syllable, first, second, third, and 
fourth paeon, xvu. - L. paeon - Gr. paidn; see 
PAEAN. 

pagan xrv. - L. paganus rustic, peasant, citizen, 
civilian, (in ChrL.) non-Christian, non-Jewish, 
f. pdgus (rural) district, the country, orig. land¬ 
mark fixed in the earth, f. IE. *pag- as in L. pan- 
gere fix; see an. The sense ‘heathen’ of L. 
paganus is of uncert. orig. Hence paganism 
xv. 

page’ fboy, lad xiii; fyouth in training for 
knighthood; fmale person of low condition; boy 
(or man) employed as servant or attendant xrv, 
as in a great household, or (xvm) a foot-boy or 
errand-boy at a house, hotel, etc. - (Q)F. page, 
perh. - It. paggio; of uncert. orig. 

page2 onp side of a leaf of a book, etc. xv. - 
(O)F page (reduction of pagene) L. pdgina 
vine-trellis, column of writing, page or leaf, f. 
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IE. *pag- fix (cf. pagan). Hence vb. xvn. So pagi¬ 

nate xix; back-formation from pagination 

xrx. - F. 
pageant fscene acted on a stage xiv; fstage on 
which scenes were acted, esp. in the open-air 
performances of the miracle plays xv; ftableau 
or series of tableaux xvi; brilliant spectacle xix; 
scenic exhibition of local history xx. Late ME 
pagyn (in contemp. AL. pagina), of unkn. orig. 
With parasitic d, t, from xiv (cf. ancient, peasant, 
tyrant). Hence pageantry xvn. 

pagoda idol temple; idol; coin of S. India (from 
the figure thereon), xvn (pagod(e) xvi). - Pg. 
pagode, prob. ult. - Pers. butkada idol temple, f. 
but idol + kada habitation. 

pail OE. paegel (glossing medL. gillo gill3), corr. 
to (M)Du. pegel gauge, scale, mark, LG pegel half 
a pint., of unkn. orig. 

paillasse see palliasse. 
pain (arch.) punishment, penalty (now only in 
phr.); suffering; ftrouble, difficulty xhi; (pi.) 
trouble taken in doing something xvi (earlier 
sg. do one’s p., etc.). ME. peine, paine - (O)F. 
peine L. poena penalty, punishment, (later) 
pain, grief - Gr. (Dorian) poind, (Attic) poin& ex¬ 
piation, ransom, punishment, rel. to OS1. cena 
price, Av. kaend- punishment, Skr. cayate 
avenge, punish. Hence painful hurtful; 
tlaborious. xiv. 

paint make (a picture) on a surface in colours 
xn; depict in words xv. prob. first in pp. 
(i )peint - (O)F. peint(e), pp. of peindre L. 
pingere embroider, paint, embellish, f. nasalized 
form of IE. *pig- *peig-, repr. also by Skr. pihkte 
paints, and parallel with *peik- *poik-, repr. by 
OE./a/i, OHG.feh, Goth, -faihs coloured. Hence 
paint sb. pigment, colour, xvn. So painter1 

xiv. - OF. peintour, nom.peintreRom. *pincto- 
rem, for L. pictorem, nom. pictor. f. pict-, pp. stem 
of pingere\ see -or1, -er1. 

painter* rope to secure an anchor, etc. xv. con- 
temp. with tpaint vb. make fast with a rope, 
which is prob. a back-formation; of unkn. orig., 
but cf. OF. pentoir, penteur strong rope. 

pair set of two; set of parts forming a whole, xm 
(e.g. string of beads xiv, flight of stairs xvi). - 
(O)F. paire L. paria equal or like things, n. pi. 
of par, par- equal. Hence vb. xvu. 

Pakistan xx. Earlier Pakstan, f. initials of 
Punjab, Afghan Province, .Kashmir, Sind, and 
Baluchistan. 

pal xvn. - Eng. Gypsy pal brother, mate = Turk. 
Gypsy pral,plalSkr. bhrdtar- brother. 

palace official residence of a king, pope, bishop 
xm; stately mansion xiv; building, often spa¬ 
cious and attractive, for entertainment xix. ME. 
paleis - OF. paleis, (also mod.) palais - L. pa- 
Idtium orig. name of one of the seven hills of 
Rome, (later) the house of Augustus there situ¬ 
ated, the palace of the Caesars which finally 
covered the hill. 

paladin one of the Twelve Peers of Charle¬ 
magne's court, of whom the Count Palatine was 
the foremost; (hence) knightly champion or 
hero. xvi. - F. - It. paladino - L. palatinus pert, 
to the palace, palatine. 

palaeo-, U S. paleo- comb, form of Gr. palaios 

ancient, in many scientific terms often having 
correlatives in neo-; among the earliest are 
palaeography (xviii; - F. paleographies, 
palaeontology (xix); archaeol., geol. opp. to 
meso , neo-, as palaeolithic, -zoic (for palaeo- 
cene see eocene). 

palaestra wrestling-school, xvi. - L. palaestra - 
Gr. palaistra, f. palaiein wrestle, 

palafitte prehistoric lake dwelling in Switz¬ 
erland or N. Italy, xix. - F. - It. palafitta fence 
of piles, f. palo pale1 + fitto fixed, 

palanquin, palankeen covered litter used 
in India and elsewhere, xvi. - Pg. palanquim - 
an E. Indian word repr. by Pali pallanka-, Hindi 
pdlkiSkr. palyahka-, paryahka- bed, couch, f. 
pari round, about, peri-. 
palate xiv (palet). - L. palatum-, of unkn. orig. 
Hence vb. taste, relish, xvii. palatable xvii. 
palatal xix. - F. palatal. The comb, form of 
palate is palato- xviii. 
palatine (of a count or county) possessing royal 
privileges xv; sb. lord having sovereign power 
over a province or dependency of an empire or 
realm xvi. - F. palatin(e) - L. palatinus be¬ 
longing to the paldtium palace, sb. officer of 
the Roman imperial palace, chamberlain; hence 
applied in the Middle Ages to great feudatories 
exercising royal privileges. Hence palatinate 
( ate1) territory of a count palatine, county 
palatine, xvi. 

palaver parley, conference; profuse or idle 
talk, xviii (hence as vb.). - Pg. palavra L. par¬ 
abola parable. 

pale1 pointed stake used in forming a fence; 
fence of these; limit, boundary xiv; (her.) or¬ 
dinary consisting of a vertical band xv; territory 
within determined bounds xvi. - (O)F. pal, var. 
of pel (mod. pieu) = It. palo L. palus stake, f. 
IE. *pag-, base of pangere fix. So vb enclose with 
pales, xiv. - (O)F. paler; surviving in paling 
xv. palisade xvi. - F. palissade. 

pale* of whitish colour xm; faint, dim xiv. - OF. 
pal(l)e (mod. pale) - L. pallidus pallid. So vb. 
xiv. - OF. palir (mod. pdlir ). 

paletot loose outer garment, xix. - F. paletot, 
formerly tpal(e)toc, in ME. ipaltok (xiv); of 
unkn. orig. 

palette xvn. - F.; see pallet*. 
palfrey saddle-horse, xii. - OF palefrei (mod. 
palefroi) medL. palefredus, for paraveredus, 
f. Gr. para beside, extra (see para-1) + late L. 
veredus light horse, courier’s horse (of Gaulish 
orig.). 

palimpsest tmaterial prepared for writing on 
and wiping out xvii; parchment, etc., in which 
the original writing has been erased to make 
place for a second xix. - L. palimpsestus - Gr. 
palimpsestos (as sb. -on), f. palin again + psestos, 
pp. formation on psen rub smooth, 

palindrome xvn. - Gr. palindromos running 
back again, f. palin again + drom-, dramein run. 

palinode song in which a poet retracts some¬ 
thing said before, recantation, xvi. - F. tpali¬ 
node or late L. palinodia - Gr. palinbidid, f. palin 
again + oidt song, ode. 

pall1 A. (arch.) cloth, esp. (a) rich cloth OE ; 
cloth spread on a coffin or hearse xv; B. (arch.) 



332 pamper 
pall 

robe, mantle OE.; papal pallium xv; C. ‘mantle' 
of cloud, mist, smoke xv. OE. pxll - L. pallium 
Greek mantle, philosopher’s cloak, later in vari 
ous eccl. uses; see pallium. 

pall11become dim or faint xrv; become vapid or 
stale xv; (fig.) become insipid xviii. Aphetic of 
tappall, appal. 

Palladlan pert, to the school of the It. architect 
Antonio Palladio (1518-80), who imitated an¬ 
cient Roman architecture, xviii. See -lan. 

palladium1 image of Pallas in the citadel of 
Troy, on which the safety of the city depended 
xrv; safeguard, protection xvi. - L. - Gr. pal 
lad ion. f. Pallas, -ad- epithet of the goddess 
Athene. 

palladium1 metal of the platinum group, xix. - 
modL.; so named from the newly discovered as¬ 
teroid Pallas, see prec. and -ium. 

pallet* (straw) mattress, xrv. ME.pail(l)et - AN. 
paillete straw, f. OF paille straw L. pa lea 
chaff, straw. 

pallet1 flat-bladed wooden instrument xvi; flat 
board; projection which engages with the tooth 
of a wheel xviii. - (O)F palette, dim. of pale 
spade, blade L. pala spade, shovel, rel. to 
pdlus stake, pale*. 

palliasse, paillasse straw mattress, xviii - 
F. paillasse - It. pagliaccio Rom. *paledceum, 
f. L. palea chaff, straw. 

palliate tcloak, conceal; alleviate (disease, etc.) 
xvi; disguise the enormity or offensiveness of; 
tmitigate xvn. f. pp. stem of late L. pallidre 
(pallidtus cloaked, fig. protected, is earlier), f. 
pallium; see -ate*. So palliation xvi. - (O)F. - 
medL. palliative xvi. - (O)F. 

pallid xvn. - L. pallidas, rel. to pallere be pale; 
see fallow1 and -id*. So pallor (-or1) xvn. - L. 

pallium large cloak xvi; vestment worn by the 
pope and conferred by him on archbishops xvii; 
(zool.) mantle of a mollusc, etc. xix. - L. pallium, 
rel. to palla long wide outer garment of Roman 
ladies; of unkn. orig. 

pall-mall tmallet used in the game (also so cal¬ 
led) in which a ball was driven through an iron 
ring xvi; falley in which this was played, (hence) 
name of an alley in London xvn, now Pall 
Mall - F. fpal(le) mail{ie) - It. pallamaglio. f. 
palla ball + rnaglio mallet, 

palm* tree of the (chiefly tropical) family Pal- 
mae: leaf or ‘branch’ of a palm tree OE.; branch 
or sprig of a tree substituted for the palm in 
Palm Sunday processions xrv. OE. palm(a), 
palme = OS., OHG. palma (Du. palm, G. palme), 
ON. palmr ; Gmc. - L. palma palm1 (the palm- 
leaf was likened to the hand with the fingers 
extended). In ME. the word coincided with the 
repr. of AN. (modF.) palme, OF. paume. Palm 
Sunday Sunday next before Easter, on which 
processions are held in which palms are carried. 
OE. palm-sunnandxg, tr. ecclL. Dominica Pal- 
marum. Hence palmy abounding in palms, 
flourishing, xvn. 

palm1 part of the hand between the fingers and 
the wrist; flat part of a deer’s horn xrv; measure 
of length xv. ME. paume - (O)F. paume = Sp., 
It. palma L. palma palm of the hand, part of 
the trunk of a tree from which branches spring. 

palm-leaf, palm-tree (see prec ), rel. obscurely to 
Gr. palame palm of the hand, Ir. lam hand, OE. 
folm. ME. paume, through paulme (also OF.), 
was finally assim. to the L. Hence palm vb. xvn. 

palmary xvn. - L. palmarius that carries off 
the palm of victory, f. palma palm'; see - ary. 

palmate shaped like an open hand, xviii. - L. 
palmatus, f. palma palm1; see -ate*. 
palmer pilgrim from the Holy Land, carrying 
a palm-branch as a sign xm; destructive hairy 
caterpillar xvi. - AN. palmer, -our, OF palm¬ 
ier medL palmarius, {.palma palm1; see -er1. 

palmetto ornament with divisions resembling 
a palm-leaf. xix. - F., dim. of palme palm1; see 
-ETTE. 

palmetto small species of palm, xvi 
(palmito). - Sp. palmito dwarf fan-palm, dim. 
of palma palm*; later assim. to It. dims, in -etto 

palmiped having palmate feet. xvn. - L. 
palmipes, -ped-, f. palma palm1+pes foot. 
palmistry xv (pawmestry). f. palm* + -estry, of 
obscure formation; alt. to -istry xvi, perh. after 
sophistry. Hence by back-formation palmist 
xix. 

palmitic (chem.) acid contained in palm-oil. 
xix. - F., arbitrarily f. palme palm1; see -ic. 
Hence palmitate ( ate1) xix. 

palmyra palm, Borassus flabellifer. xvn. For¬ 
merly palmero, palmeira - Pg. palmeira, Sp. pal¬ 
mer a, It. palmero, f. palma palm'; the present 
sp. suggests assim. to Palmyra, name of a city 
in Syria. 

palpable tangible, sensible xrv; plainly ob¬ 
servable xv; evident, manifest xvn. - late L. pal- 
pdbilis, f. palpdre touch soothingly; see -able. 
So palpation handling, xv. - F. or L. 

palpebral pert, to the eyelids, xix. - late L. pal- 
pebralis, f. pulpebra eyelid, rel. to palpdre-, see 
prec. and -al*. 

palpitate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. palpitdre, fre¬ 
quent. of palpdre stroke; see palpable, -ate*. So 
palpitation xvii. - L. 

palsgrave count palatine, xvi. - early Du. 
paltsgrave (mod. paltsgraaf), f. palts pa 
latinate +1grave, graafc ount. 

palstave form of celt fitting into a split handle, 
xix. - Da. paalstav ON. pdlstafr, f. pall hoe, 
spade (- L. pdlus pale') + stafr stave. 

palsy xm. ME. pa(r)lesi - (O)F. paralisie (AN. 
parlesie) - Rom. *paralisia, for L. paralysis par¬ 
alysis. Hence palsied xvi. 

palter tmumble. babble; tjumble xvi; shuffle in 
statement or dealing xvii. Of the form of a fre¬ 
quent. or iterative in -er4. but the base is unkn.; 
perh. ult. rel. to next. 

paltry xvi. adj. use of (dial.) paltry sb. (xvi) rub¬ 
bish, trash; cf. MLG. palterlappen rags, LG. pal- 
trig ragged, tom. 

paludal pert, to marshes, xix. f. L. palus,palud- 
marsh. See -al*. 

paly (her.) divided by vertical lines (palewise). 
xv. - (O)F. pale, f. pal pale'; see -y*. 

pampa usu. pi. pampas vast treeless plain in 
S. America, xviii. - Sp. - Quechuapampa plain, 

pamper fcram with food, feed luxuriously xrv; 
over indulge xvi. frequent, (see -er4) of synon. 
tpamp (xrv), dial, pomp; prob. of LG. or Du. orig. 
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pamphlet small treatise of smaller compass 
than a ‘book’ xrv; short treatise or booklet on a 
matter of current or temporary interest xvi. 
ME. pamflet, paunflet, in AL. panfletus, gen¬ 
eralized use of Pamphilet, Pan/let (in OF. and 
MDu. respectively), vernacular name of the L. 
amatory poem ‘Pamphilus seu de Amore’. 
Hence pamphleteer (eer1) xvii (ipamphlcter 
xvi). 

pan A. broad shallow vessel OE.; fskull (brain 
pan) xrv; B. depression in the ground xvi; C. 
hard substratum of the soil xvm. OE. panne = 
OS. panna, (M)LG., MDu. panne (Du. pan), 
OHG. pfanna (G. pfanne) WGmc. * panna, 
perh. - popL. * panna L. patina (see paten). 

Hence pan vb. wash (gravel, etc.) in a pan, sepa 
rate the gold; (usu. with out) yield gold when so 
washed; also fig. xix. pancake xv, prob. after 
MLG. panne koke (Du. panne koek). 

pan- comb, form of Gr. pas, n. pan all, used 
freely in Gr. with adjs. in the sense ‘wholly, com¬ 
pletely, of all, by all’, and less freq. with sbs. 
meaning ‘all’, ‘complete’ (cf. panacea, 

pancreas, pandect, panoply, etc); extensively 
used in later xix to express the notion of uni¬ 
versality in political or religious activities, as 
Pan-African, Pan-Anglican, Panslavism. 

panacea universal remedy, xvi. - L. panacea - 
Gr. pandkeia, f. panakis all-healing, f. pan- 

+ base of akos remedy. 
panache plume of feathers xvi; swagger xx. - 
F. - It. pennacchio late L. pinndculum, dim. of 
pinna feather. 

panada dish of pulped bread with flavouring, 
xvi. - Sp.Rom. *pandta, f. panis bread. 

panama name of a town and state in Central 
America and of the isthmus joining N. and S. 
America, misapplied to a hat which originated 
in Ecuador, xix. 

pancratium athletic contest combining wrest¬ 
ling and boxing, xvn. - L. - Gr. pankrdtion, f. 
pan + kratos strength, mastery. 

pancreas gland discharging a digestive 
secretion, sweetbread, xvi. - Gr. pagkreas, f. 
pan- + kreas flesh. Hence pancreatic xvn. 

panda xix. - Nepali name. 
Pandean, -aean pert, to Pan or the pipes re¬ 
putedly invented by him. xix. irreg. f. Pan, Gr. 
rural deity+ -ean. 

pandect compendium of Roman law made by 
order of the emperor Justinian; complete treat¬ 
ise or digest, xvi. - F. pandecte or L. pandecta, 
-tes - Gr. pandektes (pi. pandektai as a title), f. 
pan- 4- dekhesthai receive. 

pandemic (of a disease) prevalent over the 
whole of an area. xvn. f. Gr. pandemos, f. pan 

+ demos people; see -ic. 
pandemonium abode of all devils xvii; haunt 
of great wickedness, (later) place or gathering 
of lawless violence xviii. modL., f. Gr. pan- 

+ daimdn demon. 

pander go-between in clandestine amours xvi; 
one who ministers to base passions or designs 
xvn. Earliest form pandar; appellative use of 
Pandare - It. Pandaro (- L. Pandarus, Gr. Pan 
daros), name used by Boccaccio and thereafter 
by Chaucer for the man who procured for 

Troilus the love of Criseyde (Griseida). The sp. 
pander is due to assoc, with -er‘. Hence vb. xvn. 
pandora, pandore stringed musical in¬ 
strument of the cither type. xvi. - It. tpandora, 
-iera, pandura - late L. pandura - Gr. pandoiira, 
-doura three-stringed lute, 

pane A. tpiece of cloth xin (survives in counter¬ 

pane); B. section or side (now only in some 
techn. uses) xrv; C. division of a window xv; 
panel xvi. ME. pan, later pane - (O)F. pan L. 
pannus cloth, piece of cloth, 

panegyric xvii. - F panegyrique - L. pane 
gyricus public eulogy, sb. use of adj. - Gr. pane- 
gurikos pert, to public assembly, f. pan&guris 
general assembly, f. pan- + -eguris = agord as¬ 
sembly. So panegyrical xvi, panegyrist xvii. 

panegyrize xvn. - Gr. panegurizein. 
panel piece of cloth placed under the saddle xin; 
saddle consisting of a rough pad xvi; piece of 
parchment (attached to a writ) on which names 
of jurors were written, (hence) list of jurymen, 
jury xiv; section of a fence xv; compartment of 
a door, etc. xvi; thin board used for a painting 
xvm; large size of photograph xix. - OF. panel 
piece of cloth, saddle cushion, piece (mod. pan 
neau) Rom. *pannellus, dim. of L. pannus 
pane; see -el2. 

pang xvi. In earliest use pange(s) of deth, panges 
of child bed; unexpl. var. of earlier tpronge, 
fprange (xv). The forms in pr- corr to MLG. 
prange pinching, Du., LG. prangen pinch, Goth 
anapraggan oppress, Sc. p(r)ang pack tight, 
cram. 

pangolin scaly ant-eater, xvm. - Malay peng 
guling, f. peng- (denominative element) +guling 
roll, with ref. to its habit of rolling itself up. 

panic' millet, xv. - L. pdnicum, rel. to panus 
stalk of a panicle; of uncert. orig. 

panic2 adj. inp.fear, etc., such as was attributed 
to the influence of Pan xvn; sb. fcontagious emo¬ 
tion so ascribed xvn; sudden and extreme alarm 
xvm. - F. panique - modL. panic us (in p. ter¬ 
ror) - Gr. panikos (also n. -on as sb ), f. Pdn 
Pan, name of a deity part man part goat, whose 
appearance or unseen presence caused terror 
and to whom woodland noises were attributed; 
see -ic. Hence panicky (y1) xix. 

panicle compound inflorescence, xvi - L pdni- 
cula, dim. of panus, see panic1, -cle. 

panjandrum nonsense word, simulating 
comps, of pan-, occurring in the farrago of non¬ 
sense composed by Samuel Foote in 1755 to test 
the memory of the retired actor Macklin; hence 
used as a mock title (orig ‘the Grand Pan¬ 
jandrum) for a pretended great personage, 

pannage mast on which swine feed xiv 
(pownagey, (right of) feeding swine in a forest 
xv. - OF. pannage (mod. panage) medL. pas 
tidnaticum, f. L. pastio, on- feeding, pasturing, 
f. past, pp. stem of pascere feed; see age 

pannier basket, esp. a large one (as carried by 
a beast of burden, etc ), xiii. - (O)F. panier, 
^pannier L. panarium bread-basket, f panis 

bread 
pannikin small metal drinking mug xix. f 
pan; see -kin 

panoply complete suit of armour, xvn - F. 
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panoplie or modL panoplia - Gr. panoplia, f. 
pan- 4- hopla arms. 

panopticon Bentham’s name for a circular 
prison in which warders could at all times ob¬ 
serve their prisoners xvm; show-room xix. f. Gr. 
pan 4 optikon, n of optikds optic. 

panorama picture of a scene unfolded so as to 
show the parts in succession xvm, (fig.) con¬ 
tinuous passing scene xix. Invented c.1789 by 
Robert Barker (who in his patent of 1787 called 
it ‘La nature a coup d'aeif, i.e. ‘nature at a 
glance’), f. Gr. pan- + hordma view, f. horan see. 

pansy xv (pensee, later pensy, paunsie). - (O)F. 
pensee thought, fancifully applied to the plant, 
f. penser think - L. pensare weigh, ponder, con¬ 
sider, in Rom. think. 

pant xv. - AN. *panter, based on OF. pantaisier 
be agitated, gasp, pantRom. *pantasidre, for 
*phantasidre be oppressed as with nightmare, 
gasp with oppression - Gr. phantasioun cause 
to imagine, make game of, f. phantasia. fantasy. 

Hence sb. xvi. 
pantalet(te)s (pi.) xix. f. next+ ETTE. 
pantaloon Venetian character in It. comedy 
represented as a lean and foolish old man xvi; 
t(pl.) breeches in fashion after the Restoration 
xvn; tight-fitting trousers which superseded 
knee-breeches xvm; trousers in general (esp. 
U.S.) xrx. - F. pantalon - It. pantalone Venetian 
character in It. comedy, alleged to be appellative 
use of the name of San Pantal(e)one, formerly a 
favourite saint in Venice, 
pantechnicon name of a bazaar of mis¬ 
cellaneous artistic work, intended to be held in 
a building in Motcomb Street, Belgrave Square, 
London, which became a large warehouse for 
furniture; (hence, short for p. van) a furniture- 
removing van. xix. f. Gr. pan- + tekhnikon, n. of 
tekhnikos technical. 

pantheist adherent of the doctrine that God 
and the universe are identical, xvm. f. Gr. pan 

+ theos god; cf. theist. Hence pantheism xviii. 
pantheon sacred building in ancient Rome 
dedicated to all the gods xiv; habitation of all the 
gods, deities collectively xvi; applied to modern 
buildings resembling the Pantheon in Rome 
xviii. ME. panteon - medL. panteon\ adopted 
afresh xvi - L. pantheon - Gr. pantheion, f pan- 

4 theios divine, f. theos god. 
panther leopard (but in early use with vague 
reference) xiii; puma, cougar, jaguar xvm. ME. 
panterie) - OF. pantere (mod. panthere) - L. pan- 
thera - Gr. panther, of Oriental orig. 

pantile (prop.) roofing tile curved to an ogee 
shape, xvn. f. pan 4 tile. 

panto-, before a vowel pant-, repr Gr pant(o)-, 
comb, form of pas, pant- all (see pan ). 

pantograph instrument for the mechanical 
copying of a design, xvm. - F. pantographe, f. 
Gr. panto- 4 -graphos -graph. 

pantomime ancient Roman actor who per¬ 
formed in dumb show xvn; dramatic en 
tertainment by gestures to a musical 
accompaniment; performance of a dramatized 
tale followed by a transformation scene and 
clowning xviii. - F. pantomime or L. pan 
tomirnus - Gr. pantomimos adj. and sb.; see 

para- 

panto-, mime. Abbrev. panto xrx. So pan¬ 
tomimic xvn. - L. 

pantry xrv. - AN. panetrie, OF. paneterie, f. 
panetier - Rom. *pdndtdrius (in medL. pane-, 
pdnitdrius), for panarius (in late L.) bread- 
seller, f. pdnis bread; see ry. 

pants xix. Shortening of pi. of pantaloon. 

pap' teat, nipple, xn. ME. pappe, prob. immed. 
from Scand. (cf. Sw. and Norw. dial, pappe), ult. 
f. an imit. base *pap- expressing the noise of 
sucking; cf. L. papilla, late L. papula nipple, 
Lith. papas teat. Cf. next. 

pap3 soft or semi-liquid food for infants, xv. 
prob - (M)LG., MDu. pappe (Du. pap), prob. - 
medL. pappa, f. L. pappare eat, ult. derived from 
baby language (cf. L. pap(p)a, used by infants 
in calling for food). 

papa father, xvn. - F. - late L. papa - Gr. pdp- 
(p)as child’s word for father. Shortened to pa 
(dial.) xix. The var. pappa (xvm) survives in 
U.S. poppa, abbrev. pop xix. 

papacy office of pope xrv; papal system xvi. - 
medL. papatia, f. papa pope'; see -acy. So papal 
xiv. - (O)F. - medL. 

papaveraceous of the poppy family, xix. f. L. 
papaver poppy; see -aceous. 

pa paw, pawpaw xvi (papaio). - Sp. papaya, 
Pg. papayo - Carib; the change to papaw (xvn), 
pawpaw (xvm) is unexplained, 
paper substance made of interlaced and com¬ 
pressed fibre for writing, drawing, or printing 
on, etc.; sheet of this containing a document, etc. 
xrv; short for newspaper ; essay, article xvn; set 
of examination questions xix. ME. papir - AN. 
papir, (O)F. papier - L. papyrus - Gr. pdpuros 
papyrus. Hence paper vb. xvi, paper-hanging, 
paper-money xvn. 

papier mache xvm. Not of F. orig., though 
composed of F. words, viz. papier paper and 
mache, pp. of macher chew, 

papilionaceous like a butterfly, xvn. f. L. 
papilio, -on- butterfly 4 -aceous. 

papilla nipple-like protuberance, xvm. - L. (see 
pap1). So papillary xvn. 

papist adherent of the Pope or the papal 
system, Roman Catholic, xvi. - F. papiste or 
medL. papista, f. ecclL. papa pope1; see -ist. 

Hence papistic(al), papistry xvi. 
papoose xvn. of Algonquian orig. 
pappus (bot.) downy appendage on fruits, 
xvm. - Gr. pdppos (i) grandfather, (ii) down on 
plants. So pappose ( ose1) xvn. 

papyrus kind of sedge from which ancient writ 
ing material was made xiv; writing material so 
prepared xviii. - L. papyrus - Gr. pdpuros 
paper-rush, of unkn. orig. The comb, form is 
papyro-, as in papyrology, papyrologist 
(xix). 

par equality of value, equal footing; recognized 
value of currency, etc. xvn; average amount 
xviii. - L. par equal. 

para-1, before a vowel or h usu. par-, repr. 
comb, form of Gr. para prep, by the side of, 
alongside, past, beyond. Also in numerous 
techn. comps, in which it had cogn. advb. and 
adj. uses, as to one side’, ‘amiss’, ‘irregulardy)’ 
‘wrong(ly)’. ’ 
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para-* repr. F. para- - It. para-, imper. of parare 
ward offL parare prepare 

parabasis in ancient Gr. comedy, choric song 
addressed to the audience, xix. - Gr. parabasis, 
f. parabainein go aside, step forward; see para- 1. 

parable (arch.) similitude, dark saying, prov¬ 
erb; fictitious narrative or allegory for teaching 
spiritual truth, xrv. ME. parab(i)le - (O)F 
parabole - L. parabola comparison, in ChrL, 
allegory, proverb, speech - Gr. parabolt 
comparison, analogy, proverb, f. parabdllein 
put alongside, compare, f. para-'+ ba llein 
throw. 

parabola (georn.) plane curve formed by the 
intersection of a cone by a plane parallel to a 
side of the cone. xvi. - modL. - Gr. parabolt 
juxtaposition, application; see prec. So para¬ 
bolic pert, to parable, metaphorical xvn. - late 
L. - late Gr.; pert, to a parabola xvm. para¬ 
bolical (in both senses) xvi. 

parachute sb. xvm. - F., f. para-* + chute fall. 
Hence vb. xrx. 

Paraclete title of the Holy Ghost, xv. - (O)F. 
paraclet - ChrL. paracletus - Gr. parakletos ad¬ 
vocate, intercessor, f. parakalein call to one’s 
aid, f. para-1 + kalein call. Parakletos was assoc 
by the Gr. Fathers with the Hellenistic sense 
‘console, comfort’ (cf. paraklttor comforter), 

parade show, display; mustering of troops for 
inspection, etc.; place of such assembly; public 
square or promenade; tparry. xvn. - F. - Sp 
parada Rom. *pardta, sb. use of fern. pp. of L. 
parare prepare, with various specific appli¬ 
cations in Rom.; see -ade. Hence vb. xvn. 

paradigm pattern, example xv; (gram.) ex 
ample of the inflexions of a class of words xvi. - 
late L. paradigma - Gr. paradeigma example, f 
paradeiknunai show side by side, f. para-' + 
deiknunai show 

paradise garden of Eden; Heaven xn; para 
disaical place or state xiii; park, pleasure- 
ground; (after Luke 23: 43, etc.) the Intermediate 
State xvn. ME. paradis, also parais (xn-xv) - 
(O)F paradis, also in semi-pop. form parais - 
ChrL. paradisus - Gr. paradeisos. first used of 
the parks ot Persian kings and nobles, (hence) 
garden, orchard, in LXX and N T. Eden, abode 
cf the blessed - A \ pairuiaeza enclosure, f. pairi 
around, PERi- + diz mould, form. Hence para¬ 
disaic xvm, paradisaical xvn. So paradisiac, 
paradisiacal xvii. - ChrL. paradisiacus - Gr. 
paradeisiakos. Vars. of greater or less currency 
are paradisean xvii, paradisial xvm .paradisian 
xvii, paradisic xvm, paradisical xvii. 

parados (fortif.) elevation of earth behind a for¬ 
tified place xix. - F., f. para 2 + dos back L. 
dorsum. 

paradox statement or tenet contrary to re 
ceived opinion; proposition on the face of it 
(in pop. use, actually) self-contradictory xvi; 
phenomenon conflicting with preconceived no 
tions xvn. - late L. paradoxum, -doxon, sb use of 
n. of paradoxus - Gr. paradoxos, f para ' + doxa 
opinion. Hence paradoxical xvi. 

paraffin orig colourless or white substance 
being a mixture of hydrocarbons; spec, a 
hydrocarbon of the methane series (p. oil. 

kerosene), xix. - G., f. L. parum too little, 
barely + affinis related; so named with ref. to its 
neutral quality and the small affinity it 
possesses for other bodies. 

paragoge addition of a letter or syllable to a 
word. xvm. - late L. paragoge - Gr. par ago g@ 
derivation, addition to the end of a syllable, f. 
para-1 past, beyond + agog$ leading Hence 
paragogic xvm. 

paragon pattern of excellence; fmatch. mate; 
fcomparison; perfect diamond xvi, fdouble 
camlet, fblack marble xvn; size of printing type 
xvm. - F. tparagon (now parangon) in the 
above senses - It. paragone touchstone, com¬ 
parison - medGr. parakone whetstone, f. Gr. 
parakonan sharpen against, f. para1 + akone 
whetstone. 

paragraph character <! or ? marking a section 
of a discourse, etc.; passage or section of a book, 
etc. xvi; short passage or notice in a journal 
xvn. - (Q)F. paragraphe or medL. paragraphus, 
-um - Gr. pardgraphos short horizontal stroke 
written below the beginning of a line in which 
a break of sense occurs, passage so marked, f. 
para 1 by the side + -graphos -graph. 

parakeet xvi. Three types are repr.: (i) parro- 
ket, -quet, perroquet xvi, (ii) paraquito, -quetto 
xvi, (iii) parir)Cikeet xvn, the last being an¬ 
glicized forms of the former, which are - (O)F. 
paroquet (mod. perroquet parrot); perh. ult. 
based on dims, of the name ‘Peter’ (F. Pierrot, 
Sp. Perico). 

parallax xvn. - F. par allaxe - Gr. para l lax is 
change, alternation, mutual inclination of two 
lines meeting in an angle, f. paralldssein, -allakt- 
alter, alternate, f. para 1 + alldssein exchange, f. 
alios other. So parallactic xvn. - Gr. 

parallel lying alongside (one) another and al¬ 
ways the same distance apart xvi; precisely 
similar or corresponding xvii. - F. parallele - L. 
parallelus - Gr parallelos, f. para-1 along 
side + alltlon (g. pi.) etc. one another, redupl. of 
alios other. So parallelepiped xvn (in Gr. form 
xvi). - Gr parallelepipedon, f. parallelos + 
epipedon plane surface, sb. use of n. of epipedos 
plane, f. epi-+pedon ground, parallelogram 
xvi. - F. parallelogramme - late L. parallelo 
grammum - Gr parallelogrammon. sb. use of n. 
of adj. f. parallelos + grammt line (cf. -gram). 

paralogism false reasoning, fallacy, xvi. - F. 
paralogisme or late L. paralogismus - Gr para- 
logismos, f. paralogizesthai reason falsely, f. 
paralogos beyond reason; see para-1, logos, 
-ism. 

paralysis xvi. - L - Gr. paruiusis, f. para- 
luesthai be ‘loosened’ or disabled at the side, 
pass, of paraliiein, f. para-1 + liiein loosen. So 
paralyse, U S. -yze xix - F. paralyser, para¬ 
lytic xiv - (O)F. - L. - Gr 

parameter (math.) third proportional to any 
given diameter and its conjugate xvn; quantity 
constant in a given case, but varying in different 
cases xix. - modL. parameter, -metrum, f. Gr. 
para-1 beside, subsidiary to + metron measure 

paramount (of a feudal lord) superior, 
supreme, xvi (also t pera ). - AN. (Law F.) 
paramont, peramont, adj. use of adv. paramont 
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above, f. (O)F. par by + amont above; see 
AMOUNT. 

paramour adv. phr. paramours) by way of 
(sexual) love, for love's sake, as a lover, xm. - 
OF. par amouris) by or through love. Hence sb. 
t(sexual) love; tlover, sweetheart xm; illicit 
lover or mistress xrv. The sb. use may have 
arisen partly from a mistaken analysis of the 
ME phr. to love par amouris). 

paranoia xix. - Gr, paranoia, f. pardnoos dis¬ 
tracted, f. para-1 + ndos, nous mind. Hence 
p&ran©i(a)c adj. and sb. xix. 

parapet xvi. - F. parapet or its source It. 
parapetto wall breast-high, f. para *+petto : - L. 
pectus breast. 

paraph tparagraph xrv; (distinctive) flourish 
after a signature xvi. - F. pa rap he, -afe - medL. 
paraphus, syncopated form of paragraphus 

PARAGRAPH. 

paraphernalia articles of personal property 
which the law allows a married woman to re¬ 
gard as her own xvn; trappings, accessories, ap¬ 
purtenances xviii. - medL. paraphernalia', sb. 
use of n. pi. of parapherndlis, f. late L. para- 
pherna - Gr. pardpherna n. pi. articles of prop¬ 
erty held by a wife besides her dowry, f. 
para-' +phern£ dowry, rel. to pherein bear2; see 
AL1, -IA2. 

paraphrase sb. xvi. - F. paraphrase or L. 
paraphrasis - Gr. paraphrasis, f. paraphrdzein 
tell in other words; see para-1, phrase. Hence 
vb. xvii. 

paraplegia partial paralysis, xvii. - Gr. para¬ 
plegia, f. paraplissein, f. para-1 + plissein strike; 
see -ia1. 

paraselene see parhelion. 

parasite one who obtains hospitality, etc. by 
obsequiousness xvi; animal or plant supported 
by another xviii. - L. parasitus - Gr. pardsitos 
one who eats at the table of another, toady, f. 
para1 +sitos food. So parasitic xvii. Hence 
parasitical xvi. 

parasol xvii. - F. - It. parasole, f. para-2 + sole 
sun. 

parasynthetic (gram.) based on a syntactical 
combination or compound, as hardhearted from 
hard heart, get-at-able from phr. get at. xix. f. 

late Gr. parasunthetos, f. para-1 +sunthetos, ppl. 
formation on suntithenai combine, see 
SYNTHESIS. 

parataxis (gram.) placing of propositions or 
clauses side by side without connecting words, 
xix. - Gr. parataxis, f. paratdssein place side by 
side; see para '. So paratactic xix. 

parboil tA. boil thoroughly; B. boil partially, 
xv. - OF. parboillir - late L. perbullire, see per-, 

boil2. Sense B is due to assoc, with part. 

parbuckle (naut.) sling or looped rope used for 
raising and lowering, xvn. Early forms -bunkle, 
-bunkel, alt. xviii by assoc, with buckle; of unkn. 
orig. 

parcel part, portion, particle, surviving in part 
and parcel; separate part, unit, or item xrv; por¬ 
tion of land xv; small party or company xvi; 
quantity of a thing or things put together in a 
package xvn; quantity of a commodity dealt 
with xviii. ME. parcelle - (O)F. Rom. *parti- 

paresis 

cella, f. L. particula particle. In advb. use 
'partly, partially' from xv, e.g. in parcel-gilt, be¬ 
coming obs. xvn, and revived by Scott xix. 
Hence parcel vb. divide into portions xv; (naut.) 
cover with canvas strips xvn; the latter sense 
may have a separate orig. 

parcener fpartner xm; (leg.) co-heir xvi. - AN. 
parcener = OF. parqonierRom. *parti6narius 
for *partitiondrius, f. L. partltio partition; see 

-£R2. 

parch dry by exposure to great heat xrv; scorch, 
shrivel xvi. Also perch xrv-xvi, pearch xvn; of 
unkn. orig. 

parchment xiu. ME. pare he min - (O)F. 
Rom. *particaminum, which resulted from a 
blending of L. pergamxna ‘writing-material pre¬ 
pared from skins invented at Pergamum in Asia 
Minor’ with Parthica pellis ‘Parthian skin’. As¬ 
similation of the ending of the Eng. word to the 
suffix -MENT appears xv. 

parclose fclose, conclusion; partition, screen, 

xrv. ME. parclosie) - OF. parclos m., parclose 
fern., sb. uses of pp. of parclore, f. par-, L. per- 
thoroughly, per- 4 + clore L. claudere close. 

pard (arch.) panther, leopard, xm. OE. pard; 
in ME. - OF. pard - L. pardus', ult. of oriental 

orig. 

pardon remission of punishment for an offence 
(spec, papal indulgence) xm; excusing of a fault 
xvi. - OF. pardun, perdun (mod. pardon), f. OF. 
pardoner, perduner (mod. pardonner) (whence 
pardon vb. xv) medL. perdonare, f. L. per- 

+ dondre give. So pardoner (arch.) ecclesiastic 
licensed to sell pardons, xiv. - AN. 

pare trim by cutting, xm. - (O)F. parer adorn, 
arrange, peel (fruit)L. parare prepare, which 
in Rom. acquired specialized uses, 

paregoric assuaging pain xvii; sb. for p. elixir 
camphorated tincture of opium xix. - late L. 
paregoricus - Gr. paregorikos encouraging, 
soothing, f. paregorein console, soothe, f. para-1 

beside + egor-, var. of agor- in agoreuein speak 
in the assembly; see -ic. 

parenchyma (anat. and zool.) substance of the 
liver, etc.; (bot.) cellular tissue, xvn. - Gr. 
paregkhuma, -mat- ‘something poured in be¬ 
sides’, f. para-1 + egkhuma infusion, f. egkhein, 
f. en-2 + khein pour. Hence parenchymatous 
xvn. 

parent father or mother; frelative. xv. - (O)F. 
parent (in both senses) L. parens, parent- 
father or mother, pi. parentes parents, pro¬ 
genitors, kinsfolk, (prop.) procreators, orig. prp. 
of parere bring forth; see -ent. So parentage 
xv. - (O)F. parental xvii. - L. 

parenthesis qualifying matter introduced into 
a passage xvi; device used to mark this, e.g. () 
xviii. - late L. - Gr. parenthesis, f. parentithenai 
place in besides; see para-1, en-2, thesis. So par- 
enthetic(al) xvii. - medL. 

parergon (in painting) something subordinate 
to the main theme; subordinate piece of work. 
xvii. - L., extra ornament in art - Gr. parergon 
subordinate or secondary business; see para-1, 
work. 

paresis (path.) partial paralysis, xvii. - Gr. par 
esis, f. parienai relax, f. para-1 + hienai let go. 
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parget daub with plaster xrv. - OF. pargeter, 
parjeter, f. par through, all over \-jeter cast 
medL. jectare, for L. j acta re throw, 

parhelion (astron.) mock sun. xvii. In early 
use par{h)elion, par{h)elius - L. parelion - Gr. 
parelion, also -ios, f. para-' -ehtlios sun. So 
paraselene mock moon (Gr. seline moon) xvii. 

pariah member of a low Hindu caste xvii; social 
outcast xix. Earlier parea, parrier, pat\r)iar - 
Tamil paraiyan, pi. paraiyar name of the largest 
of the lower castes in S. India, lit. ‘drummer’, f. 
parai large drum beaten at certain festivals, 
parietal (anat.) pert, to the wall of the body 
or a bodily organ xvi; (U.S.) pert, to residence 
within walls of a college xrx. - F. parietal or 
late L. parietalis, f. paries, pariet- wall, partition 
wall, see -al'. 

parish district for administrative purposes, 
orig. township having its own church and 
priest, xiii. ME. paro(s)che, -osse, -isshe - AN.. 
OF paroche and (O)F. paroisse - ecclL. paro- 
chia, alt. (after parochus - Gr. pdrokhos public 
purveyor) of paraecia - Gr. paroikid sojourning, 
f. paroikos dwelling near, sojourner, stranger, 
f. para-' + oikos dwelling, house; it is doubtful 
whether the notion 'neighbour' or ‘sojourner’ 
was prevalent in determining the application of 
paraecia, parochia So parishioner inhabitant 
of a parish xv; superseded earlier parishion, 
-shen (xiv), alt., after parish, of tparoschian, -ien 
(xiii) - OF. parochien, -ossien (mod. paroissien). 
-er' was added to suggest more clearly a per 
sonal designation. 

parisyllabic xvii. f. L pari-, par equal, par 

+ syllaba syllable -t- -ic. 

park enclosed land held by royal grant or pre¬ 
scription for the chase xiii; (north.) field, pad- 
dock xvi; enclosed ground for public recreation; 
space in a camp occupied by artillery, etc. xvii. - 
(O)F. pare medL. parricus - Gmc. base repr. 
by OHC*. pfarrih, pferrih (G. pferch) pen, fold, 
corr. to OE. pearruc (see paddock), MLG., MDu 
perc (Du. perk). Hence park vb. xvi f. the sb. 
parkin kind of gingerbread, xix. perh. f proper 
name Parkin, Perkin, dim. of Per Peter, 

parky (colloq.) chilly, xix. of unkn. orig. 
parlance (arch.) speech xvi; mode of speech, 
idiom xviii. - OF., f. parler speak Rom. 
*paraulare, f. *paraula word; see parole, -ance. 

parley speech, talk; (conference for) discussion 
of terms, xvi. perh. - OF. parlee, sb use of fern 
pp. of parler speak (see prec.). Hence parley vb. 
xvi. So parleyvoo (joc.) sb. French talk xviii; 

Frenchman xix; vb. talk French xviii. - F 
parlez vous (franqais)? do you speak (French)? 
parliament ttalk, conference; deliberative as 
sembly xiii; Great Council of the realm xrv. ME. 
parlement - (O)F.. f. parler speak; see parlance, 

ment. The present form (xv) follows AL. par 
liamentum, which is prob. based on ME. par 
liment, etc. Hence parliamentarian sb., 
parliamentary xvii. 

parlour, U.S. parlor apartment set aside for 
conversation in a religious house xiii; smaller 
room in a mansion, dwelling-house, etc. for pri¬ 
vate talk, (hence) family sitting-room xiv. - AN. 
parlur, OF. parleor, parleur (mod parloir), f. 

Rom. *paraulare speak (see parlance); the end¬ 

ing is assim. to -our*. 

parlous exposed to danger xrv; dangerously 
cunning xv. ME. perlous, parlous, syncopated 
forms of perelous, parelous perilous. 

Parmesan epithet of a cheese made in the 
province of Parma and elsewhere in N. Italy. - 
F. - It. parmigiano, f. Parma. 

Parnassian of or belonging to Parnassus, 
poetic xvii; epithet of school of French poetry 
lies Parnassiens) xix f. L. Parnassus - Gr. Par 
nassos Parnassus, mountain anciently sacred to 
the Muses. See -l\n. 

parochial pert, to a parish, xiv. - AN 
parochiel, OF. parochial - ecclL. parochictlis, f. 
parochia parish; see -al'. 

parody sb. xvi. - medL. parodia or Gr. paroidid 
burlesque poem or song, f. para-' + dictf song, 
poem; see ode, -y*. Hence parody vb., parodist 

xviii. 

parol oral statement xv; (leg.) pleadings filed in 
an action xvii; adj oral xvi. - (O)F. parole, in 
law F. parol, see next. 

parole word of honour xvii; password used by 
an officer or inspector of the guard xvm. - (O)F. 
parole word, in the sense ‘formal promise, en¬ 
gagement’ Rom. *paraula L. parabola 
parable. 

paronomasia xvi. - L. - Gr. paronomasia, f 
para-1 +onomasia naming, after paronomdzein 
alter slightly in naming, f. para-' + onoma 
name; see -la'. 

paronymous xvii. f. Gr pardnumos, f. para 1 

+ onuma, onoma name; see -ous. 
parotid (anat.) situated beside or near the ear. 
xvii. - F parotide - L. parotis, -id- - Gr. parotis. 
id-, f. para ' +ous, ot- ear'; see -id*. 

-parous repr. L. parus bearing, producing, rel 
to parere bring forth; see -ous. 

paroxysm increase of the acuteness of a dis¬ 
ease; violent access, fit. xvii. - F. paroxysme - 
medL. paroxysmus irritation, exasperation - Gr. 
paroxusmos, f. paroxunein, f. para' -t- ox line in 

sharpen, f. oxus sharp. 
parpen binding stone passing through a wall 
from side to side, xv (perpend, poynt, etc.). - 
OF. parpain, etc. (mod. parpaing), whence also 
adj. inpierreparpaigne, of uncert. orig. 

parquet flooring consisting of pieces of wood 
set in a pattern; (U.S.) part of the floor near the 
orchestra in a theatre, xix - (O)F. parquet small 
marked-off space, etc., dim. of pare park; see -et 

parr young salmon, xviii. of unkn. ong 
parricide1 murderer of a father, near relative, 
or revered person, traitor, xvi. - (O)F. parricide 
or L. par(r)icida, of uncert. orig.; for the second 
el. see -cide'. So parricide* murder of a father, 
etc. xvi. - F parricide or L. parir)icidium, see 
-CIDE* 

parrot xvi. perh. appellative use of F. tPerrot 
(cf. pierrot), dim. of Pierre Peter; cf. F. pierrot 
sparrow, and parakeet 

parry ward off or turn aside a weapon, xvii. 

prob. repr. F parez (used as a word of command 
in fencing), imper. ofparer - It. parare ward off, 
specialized use of the sense prepare’ (cf. 
PARADE). 



parse 338 paschal 

parse xvi. (parsie), peirse, pearse, in xvii 

p(e)arce). of uncert. orig. 
Parsee, Parsi descendant of Persians who fled 
to India to escape Mohammedan persecution. 
xvii. - Pers. Parsi Persian, f. Pars Persia, 

parsimony (arch.) care in the use of money 
xv; stinginess xvi. - L. parsimonia, f. pars-, pp. 
stem of parcere refrain, spare; see -mon t Hence 
parsimonious xvi. 

parsley The earliest antecedents of the pre¬ 
sent form, percely, pers(e)le, -ly (xrv), appear to 
repr. a blend of (i) OE. petersilie, corn, to MDu. 
peter si lie (mod. -selie), OHG. petersilia (G. -silie) - 
Rom. *petrosilium, for L. petroselinum - Gr. 
petroselinon, f. petra. rock, petros stone + selinon 
parsley, with (ii) ME. percil, per{e)sil - OF. per 
esil (mod. persil), of the same L. - Gr. orig. 

parsnip xrv. The immed. antecedents of the 
present form, pars(e)nep (xvi), are alts, of earlier 
pas(se)nep - (with assim. to ME. nep, OE. nxp 
turnip - L. napus) OF. pasnaie (mod. panais) 
L. pastinaca. 

parson parish priest xm; clergyman, minister 
xvi. ME. person, later parso(u)n - OF. persone, 
(law F.) parsone L. persona person, used in 
the eccl. sense at the Council of Clermont 1096 
(‘mortuis . . vel mutatis Clericis quos Personas 
vocant’). The genesis of the application is much 
disputed, but in England the parson has been 
long held to be the legal persona who could sue 
and be sued in respect of the parish. So par¬ 
sonage fbenefice xiv; for p. house xv. - OF. 
personage. 

part A. portion of a whole; portion allotted, 
share xm; portion of the body xrv; melody as¬ 
signed to a voice or instrument xvi; B. region; 
side xrv. - (O)F. part = It. parte L. pars, part- 
shave, part of a whole, side, direction. Also adv. 
and adj. in part, partly, partial xvi. Hence 
partly ( ly2) xvi. So part vb. A. divide into 
parts; B. put or go asunder; C. depart xm. - 
(O)F. partir L. (Rom.) partire, partiri divide, 
distribute, part. 

partaker one who takes a part, participator, 
xrv. f. part sb. -i- taker, agent-noun of take, after 
L. particeps', so partaking xiv, after late L. par¬ 
ticipate participation; see -er', -ing1. Hence by 
back-formation partake vb. xvi. 

parterre level space in a garden with or¬ 
namental flower-beds. xvii. - F., sb. use of phr. 
par terre on or along the ground, 
parthenogenesis reproduction without sex¬ 
ual union, xix. f. Gr. parthenos virgin + genesis 
birth, genesis. 

partial A. inclined to favour one party or in¬ 
dividual xv; B. pert, to a part xvii. - OF. parcial 
(mod. partial in sense A. partiel in sense B) - 
late L. partialis, f. L pars, part- part; see al'. 

So partiality xv. - (O)F. partialite - medL. 
partially xv. after late L. partialiter (i) partly, 
(ii) with partiality, or in sense ‘partly’ - (O)f! 
partiellement. 

partible divisible, xvi. - late L. partibilis, f. L. 
partiri divide, part; see -ible 

participate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. participare, f. 
particeps, -cip- taking part, f. pars, part- 
part + cip-, weakened form of cap- of capere 

take, see -ate*. So participant xvi. par¬ 
ticipation xrv. - (O)F. - late L. 

participle (gram.) word that partakes of the 
nature of a verb and an adjective xrv; tperson 
or thing partaking of two natures xv. - OF., by¬ 
form of participe - L. participium, f. particeps 
(see prec). 

particle small or minute part xrv; (gram.) xvi. - 
L. particula, dim. of pars, part- part; see -cle. 

particoloured partly of one colour and partly 
of another, xvi. In early use also partie or party 
coloured; f. party2 + coloured. 

particular tpartial; pert, to a single individual 
xrv; tprivate, personal xv; distinguished as an 
individual xvi; tbestowing marked attention 
xvii; attentive to details xix; sb. tpart, section; 
minute part; particular instance; item, detail 
xvi. ME. particuler - OF. particuler (mod. par¬ 
ticular ) - L. particulars, f. particula particle; 

see ar; conformed to L. xvi. Hence par¬ 
ticularism xix, partieularist xvm, par¬ 
ticularly xrv. So particularity xvi. - (O)F. 
particularity or late L. particuldritds. par¬ 
ticularize xvi. - F. particulariser. 

partisan zealous supporter xvi; guerrilla sol¬ 
dier or chief xvii. - F. - It. dial, partisano = It. 
partigiano, f. parte part. 

partition action of dividing, orig. of property; 
(her.) division of a shield xv; division in general 
xvi. - (O)F. - L. partitid, -on- f. partiri divide, 
share, part; see -moN. So partitive (gram.) 
xvi. - F. partitif or medL. partitivus. 

partner partaker, associate xrv; (comm.) xvi; 
in games xvii; alt. of parcener by assoc, with 
part. 

partners (naut.) framework fitted around a 
hole or scuttle, xm (pauteneres). - pi. of OF. 
pautonier servant. 
partridge xm. ME. partrich, north, and Sc. 
partrick, also per- - OF. perdriz, -triz (mod. per- 
drix), alt. ofperdiz - L. perdix, -ic-. 

parturient about to bring forth, xvi. - L. par- 
turiens, -ent-, prp. of parturire be in labour, in¬ 
ceptive, f. part-, pp. stem of parere bring forth; 
see -ent. So parturition xvii. - late L. 

party' A. tpart, portion; side in a contest, etc.; 
company of persons; person considered spec, as 
litigant, etc. xm; (now vulgar) individual, per¬ 
son xv; body of adherents xvi; detachment of 
troops xvii; gathering, assembly xvm. ME. par¬ 
tite) - (O)F. partie Rom. *partita, sb. use of 
fern, pp of L. partiri part. Some of the Eng. 
meanings (‘military party’, ‘political party’) are 
due to later (O)F. partiRom. *partitum, n. pp. 

party2 tparticoloured, variegated xiv; (her.) of 
a shield divided into parts of different tinctures 
xv _ (O)F. parti L. partitus, pp. of partiri 
divide, part. 

parvenu xix. - F., sb. use of pp. of parvenir 
arrive, reach a position L. pervenire, f. per- 
+ venire come. 

parvis court in front of a church, church por¬ 
tico. xiv. - (O)F. parvis, t parevis (beside pa- 
reis) Rom. *paravisus, for late L. paradisus 
paradise (applied in the Middle Ages to the 
atrium in front of St. Peter’s, Rome), 

paschal xv. - (O)F. pascal - ecclL. paschalis, f. 



pasha 339 pasty 

pascha Passover, Easter - Gr. paskha - Aram. 
pasha, rel. to Heb. pesah Passover. 

pasha, pacha Ottoman title of officers of high 
rank. xvn. - Turk. pa$a, perh. identical with 
ba$a, f. ba$ head, chief. 

pasque-flower species of anemone, xvi. orig. 
passe/lower - F. passe-fleur, f. passer pass* 

+fleur flower; alt. to pasque-flower (xvi) after 
pasque Easter (- OF. pasques (mod. Paques) 
Rom. *pascua, alt. of ecclL. pascha; see 
paschal), because flowering about Easter, 

pass' ME. pa(a)s (xm), var. of pace' which be 
came restricted to the sense ‘passage’ (as be¬ 
tween mountains, across a river); the sp. was 
infl. by next. 

pass* intr. (the most general vb. expressing on¬ 
ward motion); also trans. go by, through, or be¬ 
yond. xm. - (O)F. passer Rom. *passare, f. L. 
possus step, pace1. Hence passable that may be 
passed; that passes muster, xv. - (O)F. 

pass’ event, issue xv; act of passing; permis¬ 
sion to go; lunge, thrust xvi. Partly - F. passe, 
f. passer pass*; partly f. pass*. 

passage action of passing; way by which one 
passes xm; event, act (surviving in p. of arms), 
part of a discourse or musical composition xvi. - 
(O)F. passage - Gallo-Rom. *passaticum, f. *pas- 
sare pass*; see -age. 

passant tpassing, surpassing xiv; (her.) walk 

mg xv. - (O)F. passant, prp. of passer pass*; see 

-ANT. 
passe xviii. - F., pp. of passer pass*. 

passenger ftraveller, wayfarer xiv; one who 
travels in a vessel or vehicle xvi. ME. passager - 
(O)F., sb use of adj. ‘passing’, f. passage pass¬ 

age; see -er*. 

passe-partout master-key xvn; plate of card¬ 
board, etc. cut out to receive a picture xix - F., 
f. passer pass* + partout everywhere, 

passerine xvm. f. L. passer sparrow + -ine1. 

passible capable of suffering, xiv. - (O)F. pass 
ible or ChrL. passibilis, f. pass , pp. stem of patl 
suffer; see patient, -ible. 

passim xix. - L., here and there, everywhere, 
f. passus spread abroad, scattered, f. base of pan 
dere spread out. 

passion suffering of pain (earliest, of the suffer¬ 
ings of Jesus Christ) xn; fbeing acted upon, 
powerful affection of the mind xiv; outburst of 
anger; amorous feeling xvi; sexual impulse; 
strong predilection xvn. - (O)F. - ChrL. passio, 
on-, f pass-, pp. stem of patl suffer; see -ion 

So passionate prone to anger xv; marked by 
strong emotion xvi. - medL. passionatus. 
passion-flower genus Passiflora. xvii tr. 
modL. fids passionis, so named from the com 
parison of the corona to the Crown of Thorns, 

passive (gram.) xiv; suffering action from with 
out xv. (Sc. law) under a liability xvi. - (O)F. 
passif, -we or L. passiuus, -iva, f. pass ; see pas 

sion, -ive. Hence passivity xvn. 
Passover Jewish feast, the lamb sacrificed at 
this, the Paschal Lamb (see Exodus 12: 11, 13; 
1 Cor. 5: 7). xvi. f. phr. pass over, rendering Heb 
pesah, f. pasah pass over. 

passport xv - F. passeport. f. passer pass* 

+ port port'. 

past that is gone or has passed away, ago xiv; 
(gram.) xvi; sb. the p. xvi; one's p. xix. ME. 
passed, past; arising out of the perfect tense of 
the vb. pass* formed with the vb. ‘to be’, e g. 
the daies ben (i)passed!(i)past. Hence as prep, 
beyond in time or place xm; arising from such 
construction as ‘The day is short and it is passed 
pryme’; whence ellipt. as adv xix (e g to go 
past). 

paste flour moistened and kneaded xiv; mixture 
of flour and water used as a glue xvi; applied to 
various other mixtures xvn. - OF. paste (mod. 
pate) = Sp., It. pasta:-late L. pasta small square 
piece of a medicinal preparation - Gr. paste, pi. 
pasta, postal barley porridge, sb. uses of pastos 
sprinkled, f. passein sprinkle. Hence paste 

vb. xvi. pasteboard material made by pasting 
sheets of paper together xvi. pasty' ( y‘) like 
paste, xvn. 

pastel dry paste used for crayon xvn; drawing 
in this xix. - F. pastel, or its source It. pastello, 
dim. of pasta paste. 

pastern ttether or hobble for a horse xiv; part 
of a horse’s foot between fetlock and hoof xvi. 
ME. pastron - OF. pasturon (mod. paturon), f. 
pasture hobble, alt. by change of suffix of *pas 
toire (corr. to It. pastoia shackle for sheep when 
being sheared) - medL. pdstoria, orium, sb. 
uses of fern, and n. of L. pastorius pert, to a 
shepherd, f. pastor pastor. 

pasteurize sterilize by the method devised by 
the F. scientist Louis Pasteur (1822-95); see -ize. 

xix. 

pasticcio hotchpotch, pot-pourri; work of art 
made up of fragments of an original, xvm. - It. 
pasticcio pie, pasty, etc.Rom. *pasticius, f. late 
L. pasta paste. So pastiche xix - F. - It. 
pasticcio. 

pastille roll of aromatic paste, lozenge, xvii. - 

F., either - L. pastillus, dim. of panis loaf, or - 
Sp. pastilla, dim. of pasta paste. 

pastime xv f. pass* e time, rendering F. 
passe-temps 

past-master A. one who has filled the office 
of master in a guild, etc. xvm; B one who is 
proficient in a subject xix. In sense A, f. past; in 
B var. of passed master (xvi), f. phr pass master 
graduate as a master in a faculty, 

pastor tshepherd, shepherd of souls xiv. - AN., 
OF. pastour (mod pasteur), acc of pastre (mod. 
patre)L pastor, -or-, f. *pas , extended form of 
*pa in pdscere feed, graze; see -tor. So pastoral 
pert, to shepherds xv; pert, to a spiritual pastor 
xvi; sb pastoral play or poem xvi. - L. 
pastoralis. 
pastry (coll.) articles of food made of flour, xvi. 

f paste, after OF pastaierie, f. pastaier pastry 

cook; see -ry. 

pasture growing grass for cattle xm; tfeeding, 

food xiv. - OF pasture (mod pature) late L 
pdstura, f. pp stem of pdscere feed, pasture So 
vb. xiv. - OF. pasturer (mod paturer) pas¬ 
turage xvi. 

pasty' see paste 

pasty* meat pie. xm ME pasteie) - OF pasteie) 
(mod pateie)) medL *pastata. -tatum, f. late 
L. pasta paste; see -y®. 



pat A. (dial.) stroke, blow xrv; gentle stroke or 
tap six; B. sound made by patting xvtt; C. small 
mass shaped by patting xvm. imit . like (dial.) 
bat, of similar date; not evidenced xv-xvi and 
app. re-formed xvn from pat vb. strike xvi, 
tap or beat lightly xvn. Hence pat adv. ‘with a 
fitting stroke’, aptly, opportunely; first in phr. 
hit pat. 

patagium (anat.) fold of skin. xix. - medL. use 
of L. patagium gold edging of a tunic - Gr. 
patageion. 

patch piece of cloth, etc., used to mend a hole, 
etc. xiv; various transf. uses xvi. ME. pace he, 
pate he, perh. var. of peche - AN. * pec he, OF. 
pieche, dial. var. of piece piece. Hence vb. xv. 
pate head, xiv of unkn. orig. 
pate xvm. - F.; see pasty*. 

patella (anat.) knee-cap. xvn. - L. patella, dim. 
of patina shallow dish; see next, 

paten round shallow dish for the Bread at the 
Eucharist, xm. ME. pateyne, patyn - AN. *pa- 
teine, (O)F. patene or L. patina shallow dish or 
cooking-pan - Gr. patdne plate, dish, 

patent A. in letters p , formerly also letters p—s, 
open letter from an authority recording, en¬ 
joining, or conferring something xrv; conferred 
by these xvi; protected by letters patent, as an 
invention xvm; B. (gen.) open, manifest xvi. In 
A - (O)F. patent, -ente (in lettres patentes) - L. 
patens, -ent-, prp. of patere lie open; in B, 
directly - L. Hence as sb., by ellipsis of letters 
xiv. 

paterfamilias male head of a family or house¬ 

hold. xv. - L., f. pater father + arch. g. offamilia 
FAMILY. 

paternal fatherly; derived from one’s father, 
xvn. - late L. paternalis, f. L. paternus, f. pater 
father; see -al*. So paternity xv. - (O)F. or 
late L. 

paternoster the Lord’s Prayer OE.; rosary, or 
a bead of this xm; form of words used as a charm 
xrv, - L. pater noster our Father, the first words 
of the Lord’s Prayer in Latin, 

path OE. paedzLG., Du. pad, OHG. phad (G. 
pfad) WGmc. *paba. Hence pathway xvi. 
Cf. PAD*. 

pathetic pert, to (esp. arousing) the emo¬ 

tions. xvi (earlier -ical). - F. pathetique - 
late L. patheticus - Gr. pathetikos sensitive, f. 

pathetos liable to suffer, f. pathe- of pathos 
pathos; see -ic. 

patho- repr. comb, form of Gr. pathos pathos, 

in formations on Gr. types, as pathology study 
of disease xvn (so pathological, -ologist 
XVII). 

pathos quality in speech, etc., exciting pity or 
sadness, xvii. - Gr. pathos, rel. to pdskhein 
suffer, penthos grief. 

-pathy repr. Gr. - pdtheia ‘suffering, feeling’, as 
in homoeopathy; extended in the sense ‘method 
of cure’, e g. in hydropathy. 

patience xm. - (O)F. - L. patientia, f. patiens, 
■ent-, prp. of pati suffer. So patient suffering 
or enduring without complaint xrv; capable of 
xvii. - (O)F. - L.; as sb. fsufferer; one under 
medical treatment xiv. 

patina film produced by alteration of the sur- 

patty 

face of bronze, marble, etc. xvm. - It. - L. patina 
dish; see paten. 

patois local dialect, spec, of France or French 
Switzerland; hence gen. xvn. - (O)F. patois 
‘rough speech’, perh. f. OF. patoier handle 
roughly, trample, f. patte paw. 

patriarch chief of a family or tribe xn; bishop 
of certain pre-eminent sees xm; father of an in¬ 
stitution xvi; venerable old man xix. - (O)F. 
patriarche - ecclL. patriarcha - Gr. patridrkhes 
head of a family, f. patrid family, clan (f. patir 
father) + -arkhes ruler (see -arch). So patri¬ 
archal xvi. - late L. patriarchate xvii. - medL. 
patriarchy tpatriarchate xvi; patriarchal 
government xvn. - medL. 

patrician noble in ancient Rome or the later 
Roman Empire xv; nobleman, aristocrat xvn. - 
(O)F. patricien, f. L. patricius, sb. use of adj. ‘of 
a noble father’, f. pater, patr- father; see -lan. 

patrimony xrv (patrimoyne). - (O)F. patri- 
mome - L. patrimonium, f. pater, patr 
father + -monium -mony; later conformed to L. 

patriot tcompatriot xvi; (orig., as in F., with 
commendatory adj.) one whose ruling passion 
is the love of his country xvn. - F. patriote - 
late L. patriota - Gr. patriites, f. patrios of one’s 
fathers, patris fatherland, sb. use of adj ‘an¬ 
cestral’, f. patir, patr- father; see -ot. So patri¬ 
otic xvn. - late L. - Gr. patriotikos. patriotism 
XVIII. 

patristic pert, to the Fathers of the Church, 
xix. - G. patristisch, f. L. pater, patr- father; see 
-isnc. 

patrol going the rounds of a camp, etc.; person 
or body that does this. xvn. - G. patro(ui)lle - F. 
patrouille, f. patrouiller (whence ult. patrol vb. 
xvn), alt. of patouiller paddle about in mud, f. 
patte paw, foot. 

patron holder of an advowson; tutelary saint; 
protector, upholder xiv; (in various uses repr. 
Rom. ones) fcaptain or master of a galley, etc. 
xv. - (O)F. - L. patronus protector of clients, 
advocate, defender; (colloq.) affectionate term of 
address, f. pater, patr- father. So patronage 
xv. - (O)F. patronal xvii. - F. or L. patroness 
xv. patronize xvi. - fF. or medL. 

patronymic xvii. - late L. patronymicus - Gr. 
patronumikos, f. patrdnumos named from the 
father, f. patir, patr father + onuma, onoma 
name; see -ic. 

pattee, patee (her.) of a cross the arms of 
which widen out from the centre +. xv. - F. 
patte{e), f. patte paw, of unkn. orig.; see -y*. 
patten wooden shoe, thick-soled shoe. xiv. - 
(O)F. patin, f. patte paw, foot; see prec., -ine1. 

patter' repeat the paternoster or other prayers, 
etc., rapidly or glibly xiv; talk rapidly or fluently 
xv. f. pater, short for paternoster. Hence sb. 
xvm. 

patter* make a rapid succession of taps or light 
strokes xvn; run with rapid short steps xix. fre¬ 
quent. f. pat vb. + -er\ 

pattern object serving as a model or specimen 
xrv; decorative design xvi. ME. patron - (O)F. 
patron patron, model, pattern. The change of 
form is evidenced in xvi. 

patty little pie or pasty, xvm. var. of pate. 



paucity 34i pebble 

paucity xv. - F. paucite or L paucitds, f. pan 
cus, see few, -ity. 

paunch1 belly, stomach, xiv - AN. pa(u)nche, 
ONF. pane he, var. of OF. pa nee (mod. panse) 
Rom. *pantice, L. pantex, -tic (esp pi.) bowels. 
Intestines. 

paunch1 (naut.) thick mat or wooden shield to 
prevent chafing, xvn. prob. identical with prec. 
through the use of OF. pa nee (whence Eng. 
tpaunce) for belly armour, 

pauper xvi. - L. pauper poor. 

pause sb. XV. - (O)F. pause or L. pausa - Gr. 
pads is, f. pauein stop, cease. So pause vb. xvi. - 
F. pa user or L. pausdre. 

pavan stately dance in elaborate costume, xvi. - 
F. pavane - Sp. pavana - It. pavana of Padua, 

pave xiv. - (O)F. paver, prob. back-formation 
from f pavement (whence pavement xm) - L. 
pavimentum beaten or rammed floor, f. pavire 
beat down, ram. So paviour xv. Earlier pamer, 
alt. of paver - (O)F. paveur ; see -our', -ier‘. 

pavilion (large peaked) tent xm, projecting 
subdivision of a building or fagade; building of 
light construction for pleasure or amusement 
xvn. - (O)F. pavilion tent, canopy L. papilio, 
-on butterfly, tent (as being likened to a 
butterfly’s wings). 

pa vis large convex shield, xrv. ME. paveis - OF. 
*paveis, pavais (now pavois) - It. pavese - medL 
pavense, f. Pavia name of a town in Italy where 
such shields were orig. made 

pavonine pert, to a peacock, xvn. - L. pdvo 
ninus, f. pavo, on- peacock; see -inf,1. 

paw foot of a beast having claws or nails, xm. 
ME. powe, pawe - OF. po(u)e Rom. *pauta - 
Gmc. *pauta, repr. by MDu. pote, Du. poot. 
Hence vb. xvn. 

pawky (Sc.) sly, humorously tricky, xvn. f. 
pawk (xvi) trick, cunning device, of unkn. orig.; 
see -Y1. 

pawl (naut.) bar to prevent a capstan, etc. from 
recoiling, xvii. poss. - LG., Du. pal rel. to adj. 
pal immobile, fixed, of unkn. orig. 

pawn1 piece of the smallest value in chess, xrv. 
ME. poun - AN. poun, OF. peon medL. pedd, 
-on- foot-soldier, f. L. pes, ped- foot. The use goes 
back to Pers. piydda, f. pai foot. 

pawn8 pledge, surety xv; state of being pledged 
xvi. - OF. pan, also pand, pant pledge, security, 
plunder : - WGmc. *panda, repr. by OS., MDu. 
pant (Du. pand ), OHG. pfant (G. pfand ). Hence 
vb. xvi. 

pawpaw see papaw. 
pay1 A. tpacify, please xn; give what is due in 
discharge of an obligation xm; render (some 
thing due or exacted) xiv B (naut.) let out 
(rope); cause to fall, fall, to leeward xvn. - (O)F. 
payer L. paedre appease, pacify (in medL. 
pay), f. pax, pdc- peace So pay sb. xm. - (O)F 
paie. payment xiv. - (O)F. paiement. 

pay’ (naut.) smear with pitch, etc. xvn. - OF. 
peier L. piedre, f. pix, pic- pitch. 

paynim tpagan countries, heathendom xm; 
(arch.) pagan, heathen xrv. ME. painim(e) - OF. 
pai(e)nime ecclL. pagdnismus heathenism, f. 
pdganus pagan; see -ism. 

pea (round seed of) the plant Pisum sativum 

xvii Evolved as if a sg. from pease apprehended 
as a pi. 

peace freedom from war, disturbance, or dis¬ 
sension xii; quiet, stillness, concord xm. ME. 
pais, pes - AN. pes, OF pais (mod. pair) L 
pax, pdc Hence peacemaker xv 

peaceable disposed to peace; tpeaceful, xrv. 
ME pe(i)sibie - OF. peisible (mod. paisible), with 
var. f plaisibie late L. placibilis pleasing, f. 
placere please; see -ible. In F. assoc, with and 
conformed to L. pax peace, and in Eng. to adjs. 
in -able. 

peach1 (fruit oD the tree Prunus persica. xrv. 
ME. peche - OF. peisKhe (mod. pec he) medL. 
persica, for L. persicum lit. ‘Persian’. 
peach3 fimpeach xv; tinform against; turn in¬ 
former xvi. Aphetic of appeach, ME. appeche - 
AN. *apecher, for OF. empecher impeach. 

peacock xrv. ME. pecok, f. OE. pea (- L. pdvo) 
+ cock1. So peahen xrv. 

pea-jacket short stout overcoat, xvm (first in 

Amer. sources), prob. (with assim. to jacket) - 

Du. pijjakker, f. pij, MDu. pie coat of coarse 
stuff+jekker jacket 

peak1 pointed extremity; projecting part of the 
brim of a cap xvi; pointed top of a mountain xvn. 
prob back-formation from peaked, var. 
of (dial.) picked pointed, f. pick1 + -ed3. In the 
earliest exx. of the last sense, rendering or repr. 
Sp., Pg. pico. 

peak3 ffall, tumble; fshrink, slink, sneak xvi; 
look sickly or emaciated (p. and pine) xvii. of 
unkn orig. 

peal1 fappeal, summons xrv; ringing of a bell or 
bells, esp. as a summons; loud volley of sound 
xvi; set or ring of bells xvm. ME. pele, aphetic 
of apele, appeal sb. Hence vb. xvn. 

peal3 young or small salmon xvi. of unkn. orig. 
pear OE pere, peru, corr. to MLG., MDu. pere 
(Du. peer ) - popL. *pira, fern. sg. repl. L. pirum, 
of unkn. orig. 

pearl xiv. ME. perle - (O)F., prob. - It perla, 
repr. L. perna leg, ham, leg-of-mutton shaped 
bivalve. Hence pearled (-ed3) xiv, pearly (-y1) 

xv. 
pearmain variety of tpear xv, of apple xvi. ME. 
par-, per may n - OF. par-, per main kind of pear, 
prob. - Rom. * Par man us (repl. L. Par mens is) of 
Parma, It. town and province, 

peasant one who fives in the country and 
works on the land. xv. - AN. paisant, OF. pea¬ 
sant, paisent (mod. paysan), refash, of earlier 
paisenc, f. pais (mod. pays) country (:- Rom 
*pdgensis, f. pdgus country district)-!-Gmc. 
*-irjg-, denoting origin. Hence peasantry ( ry) 
xvi. 

pease (arch, or dial.) pea plant or its seed. OE. 
pise, pi pisan - late L. pisa, pi. pisa?, for earlier 
pisum, pi. pisa - Gr. pison, pi. pisa. See pea. 

peat xrv. - AL. peta (xii), also in petamora ‘peat- 
moor’, peiaria, -er(i)a peat bog, perh. f. the Celt, 
base *pett-, which is prob. the ult. source of 
piece 

peavey lumberer’s hook, xix f. surname of the 
inventor. 

pebble Late OE. (i) pa pel, popel (found only in 
comb, with stdn stone); (ii)pyppel inpyppelripig 
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pebble-stream; a var. of the latter with b, *pyb- 
bel, is repr. by s.w. + puble (xm-xiv), midi, tpib- 
bil (xiv), later fpible, pibble, of which pebble may 
be a var. 

peccable liable to sin. xvn. - F. - medL. pec 
cabilis, f. peccare sin; see -able. So peccadillo 
xvi. - Sp. pecadillo, dim. of pecado - L. peccatum, 
sb. use of n. pp. of peccare. So peccant sinning; 
(med., after (0)F.) morbid, xvii. - L. peccans, 
-ant-, prp. of peccare. peccavi xvi. - L., ‘I have 
sinned’, 1st sg. pt. of peccare. 

peccary Central and S. Amer. quadruped allied 
to the swine, xvn (pakeera, pec{c)ary). - Carib 
pakira. 

peck' i bushel, xiii. - AN. pek, of unkn. orig. 
peck2 strike or take food with the beak xrv; 
strike with pointed tool xvi. of uncert. orig.; cf. 
pick2, and MLG. pekken peck with the beak, 

pecten comb-like structure, xvm. - L. pecten, 
in- comb, rel. to pectere, Gr. pekein comb (vb.), 

OE. feax, OHG. fahs hair. So pectinate ( ate2) 
formed like a comb. xvm. - L. 

pectic (chem.) p. acid, gelatinous substance for¬ 
ming a constituent of fruit jellies, xix. - Gr. pek- 
tikos, f. pektos congealed; see -ic. Also pectin, 
pectose (-in, -ose2). 

pectoral pert to the breast or chest xvi; sb. 
object worn on the breast xv; medicine for affec¬ 
tions of the chest xvii. - (O)F. - L. pectoralis, f. 
pectus, -tor- breast, chest, 
peculation wrongful appropriation of prop¬ 
erty. xvii. f. pp. stem of L. peculari, rel. to pecu- 
lium property; see next and -ation. 

peculiar that is one’s own xv; individual, par¬ 
ticular xvi; uncommon, odd xvii; sb. parish or 
church independent of the jurisdiction of the 
ordinary xvi. - L. peculiaris not held in common 
with others, f. peculium property, f. pecu herd, 
rel. to Vedicpdsu , OE feoh live stock, property, 
OS.. OHG.fehu (G. vieh), ON.fe, Go\h. faihu; f. 
IE. base *peku-. See -ar. Hence peculiarity xvii. 

pecuniary xvi. - L. pecuniarius, f. pecunia 
money, orig. ‘riches in cattle’, f. pecu herd; see 
prec. and -ary. So pecunious moneyed (xiv; 
rare), now repr. by impecunious. - L. 
pecuniosus. 

pedagogue xiv. - L paedagogus - Gr. paid 
agogos slave who took a boy to and from school, 
f pais, paid boy (cf. paedo) + agogos leading. 
dgein lead (see act). So pedagogic xvn. - L. 
pedagogy xvi. - F 

pedal sb. xvn. - F. pedale - It. pedale foot stalk, 
tree-trunk (pedale d'organo organ pedal) L 
Dedalis. f. pes, ped- foot; see -al’. 

pedant tschoolmaster; person who overrates 
book learning, xvi. - F. pedant - It. pedante, of 
obscure orig.; the first el is presumably that of 
pedagogue, to which has been added the prp. 
ending -ante. -ant. Hence pedantic xvii, -ical 
xvi, pedantry xvn. 

peddle A follow the occupation of a pedlar xvi; 
B busy oneself with trifles xvi. First recorded 
in peddling, in A back-formation from peddler, 
pedlar; in B prob. var. of piddle by assoc. iri 
form and sense with A 

pedestal base supporting a column, etc. xvi. - 
F. piedestal - It piedestallo. i.e. pie foot, di of. 

stallo stall; the first syll. was conformed to L. 
pes, ped- foot. 

pedestrian going on foot; prosaic, uninspired; 

also sb. xvm. f. F. pedestre or its source L. 
pedester, -tr- going on foot, f. pes, ped- foot; 

see -ian. 

pediatrician see p(a)ediatrician. 

pedicel (bot.) small stalk of a plant, xvii. - 
modL. pedicellus, f. L. pediculus (whence ped¬ 
icle xv), dim. of pes, ped- foot. 

pedicure one whose business is the surgical 
treatment of the feet (also pedicurist); the 
treatment, xix. - F. pedicure, f. L. pes, ped- foot 

+ curare cure. 

pedigree genealogy in tabular form; one’s line 
of ancestors; family descent, xv (pedegru, -gre, 
petegreu, -gree). - AN. *pe de gru = OF. *pie de 
grue crane’s foot, i.e. pie (mod. piedL. pes, ped- 
foot), de of, gru crane; so called from the mark 
/ | \ used to denote succession in a genealogical 
tree; later forms show assim. to degree. 

pediment A. triangular gable-like part crown¬ 
ing a facade xvii; B. base, foundation xvm. Ear¬ 
lier pedament, pedement, refash, of periment 
(xvi), prob. deformation of pyramid. Sense B is 
due to direct assoc, with L. pes, ped foot and 
-MENT, and the present form simulates deri¬ 
vation from these elements, 

pedlar travelling vendor of small wares, xiv 
(pedlere). alt. of tpedder (xiii), f. (dial.) ped 
wicker pannier (xiv), of unkn. orig.+ -er‘; for 
the ending -ler cf. (dial.) tinkler (xii), beside 
tinker. See -ar. Hence peddle xvi. 

pedo- see p(a)edo-. 

pedometer instrument for recording the num¬ 
ber of steps taken, xvm. - F. pedometre, f. pedo-, 
irreg. comb, form of L. pes foot; see -ometer. 

peduncle (bot.) stalk of flower or fruit, xvm. - 
modL. pedunculus, f. L. pes, ped- foot; see 
-uncle. 

pee (dial., colloq.) make water, xvm. euphem. or 
nursery substitute for piss; cf. F faire pipi. 

peek peer, peep. xvi. Early mod. pe{e)ke, pre¬ 
ceded by rare ME. pike; parallel to kike, keek 
(xiv, now Sc. and dial.), which has LG. cogns. 
Also peek-bo! (xvi), superseded by peep-bo! 

peel' tstake, fence of stakes xiv; (prob. short for 
t p. house xvi) small fortified dwelling or tower 
on the Scottish Border xvm. - AN., OF. pel (mod. 
pieu) stake L. palus pale1. 

peel2 A (-plunder, pillage xiii; B. strip outer 
layer of xv. ME. peolien, pilien, later pele, pile, 
pill, repr. OE. *peolian, *pilian, recorded only 
late in pyled peels (intr.) - L. pilare. Hence peel 
sb. rind, skin. xvi. 

peel3 (U.S., dial., and techn.) shovel, xrv (pele). - 
OF. pele (mod. pelle)L. pala. 

peeler (hist.) policeman, xix. orig. nickname for 
a member of the Irish constabulary founded 
under the secretaryship (1812-18) of Robert Peel; 
see er' 

peep' utter a weak shrill sound, xv. of imit. orig. 
Hence sb. xv. 

peep2 look through a narrow opening xv; 
emerge a little into view xvi. For the expres¬ 
sive combination of initial p with ee :f. peek 

peer2. Hence sb. xvi. 
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peer* (one’s) equal xiii; member of the nobility 
xrv. - AN., OF. pe(e)r (mod. pair)L. par, par 
equal. Hence peerage xv, peeress xvn. 

peer2 look narrowly; peep out, show itself xvi. 
of uncert. orig.; cf. pire (xrv), corr. to LG. piren, 
perh. partly aphetic of appear. 

peevish tsilly, foolish xrv; fspiteful, malignant 
xv; fperverse, obstinate; querulous, fretful xvi. 
Rare before xvi; of unkn. orig. Hence peeved 
(orig. U S.) annoyed, vexed, xx. ppl. formation 
on a supposed verb-stem, 

peewit xvi (puwyt, puet, -it), of imit. orig. 
peg pin or bolt of wood, etc. (cf. pegtop) xv; (dial.) 
tooth; (in stringed instruments) pin with which 
the tension of the strings is adjusted; step, 
degree xvi; (orig. Anglo-Ind.) measure of drink 
xix. prob. of Du. or LG. origin (cf. MDu. pegge, 
Du dial, peg plug, peg, LG. pigge peg; also 
MLG., MDu. pegel peg, pm, bolt). Hence peg vb. 
fix with a peg xvi; mark with pegs; p. out, die 
(si ) XIX. 

pejorative depreciatory in meaning, xix. - F. 
pejoratif, -ive, f. pp. stem of late L. pejorare make 
worse, f. pejor worse; see -ative. 

pekoe superior black tea. xvm (peco, pack-ho). - 
Chinese (Amoy) pek-ho, i.e. pek, pak white, ho 
down, hair; so called because the leaves are 
picked young while the down is on them, 

pelage fur, wool, etc. of a quadruped, xix. - F. 
pelage, f. poil, OF. peil, pel hair (:- L. pilusy, see 
-AGE. 

pelagic pert, to the open sea, oceanic, xvn. - L. 
pelagicus, f. pelagus sea - Gr. pelagos\ see -ic. 

pelerine mantle, cape. xvm. - F. pelerine deep 
collar on a mantle, fern, of pelerin pilgrim. 

pelf tspoil, booty xrv; fproperty xv; money, 
‘filthy lucre’; ftrash, (now dial.) refuse xvi. - 
ONF. * pel/e, recorded as peuffe (mod. Norman 
F. peufe), var. of OF. pelfre, peufre spoil, rel. to 
pelf{r)er pillage, rob; of unkn. orig.; cf. pilfer. 

pelican large gregarious fish-eating water-fowl 
OE. ; tform of alembic; instrument for extracting 
teeth xvi. OE. pellican, reinforced in ME. by 
(O)F. pelican - late L. pelicdnus - Gr. pelekan, 
prob. f. pelekus axe, with reference to the bird’s 
bill. 

pelisse fur or furred garment; long mantle 
worn by women, xvm. - (O)F. pelisse - medL. 
pellicia\ see pilch. 

pellagra deficiency disease marked by cracked 
skin. xix. - It., f. pelle skin (:- L. pellis fell') 

+ -agra, after podagra. 

pellet small ball; ball of stone used as a missile, 
cannon-shot, (now) small shot. xiv. ME. pelote, 
pelet - (O)F. pelote Rom. *pilotta, dim. of L. 
pila ball. 

pellicle thin skin, cuticle, film. xvi. - F. pel- 
licule - L. pellicula, dim. ofpe//isskin, fell'; see 

-CLE. 

pellitory A. plant with pungent-flavoured root, 
‘p. of Spain’; B. low bushy plant, ‘p. of the wall’, 
xvi. In sense A alt. of ME. peletre (xiv) - OF. 
peletre, alt. of peretre - L. pyrethrum. In sense 
B alt. of tperitorie, fparetorie - AN. paritarie, 
OF. paritaire (mod. parietaire) - late L. pari- 
etaria, sb. use of fern, of parietarius, f. paries, 
-iet- wall. 

pell-mell in mingled confusion, findis- 

criminately, in hurried disorder; also adj and 

sb. xvi (earlier tpelly melly xv). - F. pele-mele, 
OF pesle mesle, jingling redupl. on mesle, stem 

of mesler (mod. meler) mix, meddle. 

pellucid transmitting light, xvii. - L 
pel lucid us, f. pellucere, perlucere shine through; 

see PER-, LUCID. 

pelmet valance, as to conceal curtain rods. xix. 

prob. alt. - F. palmette palm-leaf design on a 

cornice; see palmette. 

pelota Basque game played in a court with a 
ball. xix. - Sp. pelota ball - OF pelote; see 
PELLET. 

pelt' skin with short wool on it xv; raw skin of 
an animal xvi. Either (1) var. of tpellet - OF. 
pel([)ete, dim. (see -et) of pel (mod. peau) L. 
pellis skin, fell'; or (2) back-formation from 
PELTRY. 

pelt2 attack with many and repeated blows (now 
with something thrown) xv; speed along xix. of 
uncert. orig. Hence sb. act of pelting; (dial.) out¬ 
burst of temper xvi\full p. at full speed xix. 

peltate shield-shaped xvm. f. L. pelta (bot.) 
applied to shield-like structures; see -ate2. 

peltry undressed skins, fur-skins coll. xv. - AN. 
pelterie, OF. peleterie (mod. pelleterie), f. peletier 
furrier, f. pel (mod. peau) L. pellis fell1; see 
-RY. Not exemplified between xvi and xvm; in 
mod. use re-adopted through Canadian F 

pelvis xvii. - L. pelvis basin; the anat. appli¬ 
cations are modern. 

pemmican (among N. Amer. Indians) meat 
prepared by drying, pounding, mixing with fat, 
etc. xvm. of Algonquian orig. 

pen1 enclosure for domestic animals xiv. pre¬ 
sumably repr. OE. penn, evidenced only in 
designations of local features of uncertain 
meaning; implied in OE. onpennad ‘unpenned’, 
opened. So pen vb.' enclose, confine, xii. 

pen2 instrument, orig. quill, for writing xiii; 

(dial.) feather xiv. ME. penne - (O)F. - L. penna 
feather, pi pinions, wings, in late L. pen; see 
feather. Hence pen vb.2 xv. penknife xv. orig. 
one used for mending quill pens, 

penal xv. - (O)F. penal or L. pcenalis, f. poena 
pain; see -al'. Hence penalize xix. So penalty 

(-ty2) punishment imposed, xvi. - leg. AN. *pen- 
alte, for F. penahte - medL. poenalitds 

penance trepentance, penitence; penitential 
discipline or observance xiii; ordinance for ad 
ministering this (one of the sacraments) xiv. - 
OF.L. paenitentia penitence; see -ance. 

penates household gods of the Romans, xvi. - 
L Penates pi, f. pen us provision of food, 

penchant xvii. - F., sb. use of prp. of pencher 
incline Gallo-Rom. *pendicare, f. L. pendere 
hang 

pencil artist’s paint brush xiv; writing im 
plement of black lead, chalk, etc.; set of con¬ 
vergent rays xvn; set of straight lines meeting 
in a point xix. ME. pensel, -cel - OF. pincel (mod. 
pinceau) Gallo-Rom. *penicellum, for L. peni 
cillum paint brush, dim. ofpeniculus brush, dim 
of penis tail, penis; see -cule. Hence pencil vb. 
xvi. 

pendant hanging part xiv; (archit., etc.) truss. 
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spandrel; (naut.) hanging rope, pennant; taper¬ 
ing flag, pennon xv; that by which a thing is 
suspended xvi; parallel, match xviii. - (O)F., sb 
use of prp. of pendre hang; see next, 

pendent hanging, overhanging xv; (gram ) xix. 
ME. penda{u)nt (later latinized) - (O)F. pendant, 
prp. of pendreGallo-Rom. * pendere, for L. pen 
dere hang, rel. topendere weigh, pondus weight; 
see -ENT. 

pendentive (archit.) each of the spherical tri¬ 
angles formed by the intersection of a hemi¬ 
spherical dome by two pairs of opposite arches. 
xviii. - F. pendentif, f. L. pendens, -ent-, prp. of 
pendere hang; see -ive. 
pending A. awaiting decision xviii; B. prep, 
throughout the continuance of xvn. Angli- 
cization of (O)F. pendant (see pendent) in sus¬ 
pense, not concluded or settled, 

pendulous hanging down xvii; suspended so 
as to swing xviii. f. L. pendulus, f. pendere hang; 
see pendent, -ulous. 

pendulum xvii. - modL., sb. use of n. of L. 
pendulus pendulous. 

penetralia innermost parts, xvii. - L., pi. of 
penetrate, f. stem of penetrare\ see next, 

penetrate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. penetrare place 
within, enter within, f. penitus inner, inmost, 
into the inmost recesses, rel. to penes within, in 
the power of. So penetrable xv. penetration 
xvii. - F. - L. 

penguin tgreat auk (of Newfoundland), bird of 
the southern hemisphere having scaly paddles, 
xvi. of unkn. orig 

penicillate tufted, pencilled, xix. f. L. peni- 
Cillum PENCIL 4- -ATE2. 

penicillin xx. f. modL. Penicillium generic 
name of moulds, so named from their brush-like 
sporangia, f. L. penicillum pencil; see -in. 

peninsula xvi. - L. paeninsula, f. paene al¬ 
most 4- insula island. Hence peninsular xvii. 

penis xvii. - L. penis tail, usu. male copulatory 
organ, rel to Gr. peos, Skr. pasa-. 

penitence fpenance xii; contrition leading to 
amendment xvi. - (O)F penitence - L. paeni 
tentia, f. paenitens, -ent-, prp. of paenitet cause 
want or discontent to, make sorry, perh. rel. to 
paene scarcely; see -ence and cf. penance. So 
penitent adj. xiv; sb. xv. - (O)F. - L. peni¬ 
tential xvi. - late L. paenitentidlis. peni¬ 
tentiary adj. pert, to penitence xvi; pert, to 
reformatory treatment of criminals xviii; sb 
official dealing with penitents xv. - medL. 
paenitentidrius. 
pennant fpendant; pennon, xvii. blending of 
pendant and pennon. 

pennon long narrow flag or streamer xrv; 
(poet.) wing, pinion xvii. - (O)F. Rom. deriv. 
of L. penna pen2. 

penny OE. penig, paenig, earlier pen(n)ing, 
pending = OS. (Du.) penning, OHG. pfenning 
(G. pfennig) WGmc. *pannujga, *pandiijga, 
of uncert. orig. OE. pi. penegas gave ME. 
pene^es, whence penies, pen(n)is, contr. pens 
xrv, later sp. pence (xvi); pennies repr. a new 
formation. 

pennyroyal species of mint, xvi (pen(n)eryall, 
peny). alt. of puliol(e) reall (ryalt) xv - AN. 

penthouse 

puliol real, i.e OF. pouliol (mod. pouliof,Rom. 
*pulegeolum, f. L. pule(g)ium thyme) and real 
ROYAL. 

penology scientific study of punishment, xix. 

f. L. poena penalty; see pain, -ology. 

pensile hanging, vaulted, xvn. - L. pensilis, f. 
pens-, pp. stem of pendere hang; see pendent, 

-ILE. 

pension fixed or regular payment, spec, out of 
the revenues of a benefice xiv; payment made 
by members of a society (as an inn of court) for 
general expenses xv; annuity for past services 
xvi; tpayment for board and lodging or edu¬ 
cation; boarding-house xvn. - (O)F. - L. pensio, 
on- payment, rent, f. pens-, pp. stem of pendere 
weigh, pay; see pendent, -ion. So pensioner 
( er2) one in receipt of a pension; one who makes 
a stated periodical payment, spec, commoner at 
Cambridge Univ. xv. - AN. pensionner, OF. pen- 
sionnier - medL. pensionarius (whence pen¬ 
sionary xvi). 

pensive xiv. ME. pensif, -ive - (O)F., f. penser 
think - L. pensare weigh, balance, consider; see 
POISE, -IVE. 

pent closely confined, xvi. pp. of fpend (xv), ex¬ 
tended form of pen vb.1, due partly to pt. and pp. 
penned. 

penta- repr. Gr. penta-, comb, form of pente 
five, used since late xvii in techn. terms from 
Gr. elements or on Gr. analogies, 

pentacle xvi. f. Gr. penta- + <ulum, see penta-, 

-cle. 

pentad number five, group of five xvii; (chem.) 
xix. - Gr. pentas, -ad-, f. pente five; see ad. 

pentagon xvi. - F. pentagone or late L. pen- 
tagonum - Gr. pentdgonon, sb. use of n. of pen- 
tdgonos, see penta-, -gon. So pentagonal xvi. - 
F. or medL. 

pentagram xrx. - Gr. pentdgrammon, sb. use 
of n. of pentdgrammos of five lines; see penta-, 
-gram. 

pentameter xvi. - L. - Gr. pentdmetros, -on, 
sb. uses of m and n. of adj., f. penta- + metron 
METRE1 

pentangle xrv. perh. - medL. *pentangulum, 
alt. of *pentaculum pentacle after L. angulus 
ANGLE2. 

Pentateuch the first five books of the O.T. xvi 
(in earliest use pi.). - ecclL. pentateuchus - 
ecclGr. pentateukhos, sb. use of adj., f. penta- 

+ teukhos implement, vessel, (later) book. 
Pentecost the Jewish Feast of Weeks; Chris¬ 
tian feast observed on the seventh Sunday (‘the 
fiftieth day’) after Easter, Whitsunday (cf. Acts 
2:1 for the transf. application). OE. pentecosten - 
acc. of eeclL. Pentecoste - Gr. Pentekosti?, sb. use 
of fern, ordinal adj. of pentfkonta fifty; re¬ 
adopted in ME. from OF. Pentecoste (mod. -cote). 
So Pentecostal xvi. - ecclL. 

penthouse subsidiary structure attached to 
the wall of a main building, esp. one with a slop¬ 
ing roof. xiv. ME. pentis, rarely pendis - AN. 
*pentis, aphetic of OF. apentis, apendis - med. 
use of late L. appendicium appendage, f. L. ap- 
pendere hang on, attach in a dependent state, f. 
ap- 4-pendere hang; refash, (late xiv) by assoc, 
with house, as if sloping house’. 
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penultimate xvn. f. L. paenuitimus (f. paene 
almost + ultimas last), after ultimate 

penumbra (astron.) partly shaded region on 
the edge of a total shadow, xvii. - modL., f. L. 
paene almost + umbra shadow, 
penury indigence, want; dearth, xv. - L. pen- 
uria, paenuria, perh. rel. to psene almost; see -y* 

peon (in India) foot-soldier, orderly xvn; (in Sp. 
America) day-labourer xix. - Pg. pedo and Sp. 
peon medL. pedo, -on- one who goes on foot (in 
classL. broad-footed man), f. pes.ped foot. 

peony OE. peonie - L. peonia, paeonia - Gr 
paionia, f. Paidn physician of the gods (the root, 
flowers, and seeds were formerly used in 
medicine). 

people nation, race, persons coll., e.g. in re¬ 
lation to a place, person in authority, etc. xiii; 

the commonalty xrv. ME. p(o)eple, people - AN. 
poeple, people, OF. pople, (also mod.) peuple L. 
populus. So vb. xv. - (O)F. peupler. 

pep (orig. U.S.) great vigour, xx. abbrev. of next, 
pepper OE. piper, -or = OS. pipari, pepar 
(Du. peper), OHG. pfeffar (G. pfeffer), WGmc. - 
L. piper - Gr. peperi, of oriental orig.; cf. Skr. 
pippalt berry, peppercorn. Hence vb. xvi; cf. 
OE. (ge)pip(o)rian. 

pepsin enzyme contained in the gastric juice, 
xix. - G., f. Gr pepsis digestion, f. *pep- cook, 
digest; see -in. So peptic digestive, xvii. - Gr. 
peptikos, f. peptos cooked, digestive, peptone 

xix. - G. pepton - Gr. pepton, n. of peptos. 
per (1) L. prep, ‘through’, ‘by’, ‘by means of, rel. 
to pre-; in L. expressions from xv, e g. per se by 
or in himself or itself; (2) OF per, as in phrases 
repr. by the comp. advs. peradventure, perforce, 
perhaps-, (her.) denoting partition in the direc¬ 
tion of an ordinary, e.g. party per pale-, (3) as an 
Eng. prep.: by, by means of, e.g. per bearer, as 
indicated or shown by, e.g. per invoice, joc. (as) 
per usual, (in distributive sense) for each or 
every, e.g. so much per head. 

per- L. prep, per (see prec.) used in comp, with 
vbs., adjs., and their derivs., partly through F., 
partly directly from L., with the senses: (1) 
through in space or time, throughout, all over, 
as in perambulate, pervade; (2) thoroughly, 
completely, as in perfect, perpetrate; (3) away, 
entirely, to destruction, as in perdition, per 

emptory; (4) perfectly, extremely, very, as in 
perfervid. b. (chem.) denoting the (supposed) 
maximum of some element in a combination, as 
in peroxide. 

peradventure by chance, xiii. phr. per or par 
auenture - OF. (see per, adventure). Hence sb 
uncertainty, doubt, hazard xvi. 

perai voracious S. Amer. freshwater fish, xvm 
(peri). - Tupi piraya (in Brazil piranya, whence 
piranha xix), lit. ‘scissors’, 

perambulation travelling through a place, 
tour; spec, for the purpose of recording bound¬ 
aries xv; bounds xvii. - AN. perambulation or 
medL. perambuldtid, on , f. L. perambulare, 
whence perambulate xvi, earlier tperamble, 
see per-, amble, ate*, ation. So per¬ 

ambulator ftraveller, pedestrian; fhodometer 
xvii; hand carriage for young children xix 

perceive A. apprehend with the mind xiii; ap¬ 

prehend through the senses xiv; B freceive, col¬ 
lect xiv. - AN. *perceiver, OF *perceivre, par-, 
var. of perqoivre (now repl. by percevoir) L 
percipere (i) seize, obtain, collect, (li) under¬ 
stand, apprehend, f. per- + capere take. So per¬ 
ception A collection of rents, etc.; tpartaking 
of Holy Communion xv; B. taking cognizance 
or being aware of objects xvii In. A - (O)F 
perception, in B. - L. perceptio, on- (i) collecting, 
(ii) perceiving, perceptible tperceptive xvi; 
cognizable xvii. - OF or late L. perceptive xvii. 

percipient xvii - prp of L. percipere. 
per cent by the hundred, in every hundred, xvi 
In earliest exx. per cento, per centum, prob. orig. 
as a financial term - It. per cento, with partial 
assim. to F. pour cent, often written per cent., as 
if an abbrev. of L. per centum, see per, cent. 

Hence percentage xvm. 
perch1 freshwater fish. xiii. - (O)F perche 

L. perca - Gr. perke, rel. to perknos blackish, 
bluish. 

perch* fpole, stake xiii; fixed bar, esp. for birds 
to rest upon; linear measure equal to yards 
xrv; superficial measure xv. - (O)F. perche L. 
pertica So vb. xv. - (O)F. percher. 

perchance xiv. orig. phr. - AN. par chance, i.e. 
(O)F. par by, chance chance; with later assim. 

to PER-. 
percolate pass or cause to pass through a por¬ 
ous substance, xvii. f. pp. stem of L. percoldre, f. 
per- 1 + coldre strain, f. colum sieve, strainer; see 
-ATE*. 

percussion striking of one body by another, 
xvi. - (O)F. percussion or L. percussio, on-, f. pp. 
stem of percutere strike or thrust through, f. 
per- 1 + quatere shake, strike, dash. 

perdition futter destruction; final spiritual 
damnation, xrv. - OF. perdiciun (mod. -tion) or 
late L. perditio, -on-, f. pp stem of perdere 
destroy, (hence) lose. 

perdu tsentinel perdue, p. sentinel post of sen¬ 
tinel, or sentinel himself, in a hazardous posi¬ 
tion xvi; be p. be placed in such a position, 
(hence) lie in wait xvii, and gen. be concealed 
xviii. - (O)F. perdu lost, perished, past hope of 
recovery Rom *perdutus, for L perditus, pp. 
of perdere destroy, lose. 

peregrinate travel (abroad), xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. peregrindri sojourn or travel abroad, f. 
peregrinus foreign; see next and ate*. So 
peregrination xvi - L 

peregrine species of falcon esteemed for hawk¬ 
ing xiv; foreign, outlandish xvi. In the first use 
repr. (O)F. faucon pelerin, medL. falco pere¬ 
grinus, so named because the young were 
caught in their passage from the breeding-place; 
in other uses directly - L. peregrinus foreign, f. 
pereger that is abroad or on a journey, f. 
per 1 +ager territory, country; see -ine’. 

peremptory (leg.) that precludes all debate, 
question, or delay; decisive, final, xvi. - AN. per 
emptorie = (O)F. peremptoire L. peremptorius 
deadly, mortal, decisive, f. perempt-, pp. stem of 
perimere take away entirely, destroy, f. emere 
take; see per- 3, -ory. 

perennial xvii. f. L. perennis, f. per- l + annus 
year; see -ial. 



perfect 

perfect thoroughly versed or trained; in a com¬ 
plete state xiii; in a faultless state, accurate xiv; 
(arith.) xv; unqualified, unalloyed xvi; (gram.) 
of a tense. ME. parfit, -file, later parfet, (by 
assim. to L.) perfect xv - OF. parfit, -file (mod. 
-fait) - L. perfect us, pp. of perficere accomplish, 
complete, f. per- 2 + facere make, do' Hence per¬ 
fect vb. xiv. So perfectible xva. - medL. per¬ 
fection tcomplete state xiii; bringing to 
completion; condition of being perfect xiv. - 
(Q)F. - L. perfective conducing to perfection 
xvi; (gram.) xix. - medL. 

perfervid xix. - per- 4 + fervid. 
perfidy xvi. - L. perfidia, f. perfidus treach¬ 
erous, f. per- 3+fides faith; see -y*. So per¬ 
fidious xvi - L. 

perforate make a hole through, xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. perfordre, f. per- l+forare bore1, pierce; 
see -ate*. So perforation xv. - (O)F. - medL. 

perforce tforcibly xiv; of necessity xvi. - OF. 
phr par force, i.e. par by, force force; with 
assim. as in perchance. 

perform tcomplete, finish; tbring about, effect; 
carry out (an order, etc.) xiv; fconstruct xv; go 
through formally xviii. - AN. par-, perfourmer, 
alt. of OF. parfournir (in medL. perfurnire), f. 
par- per- 2, 4-efournir furnish. Hence per¬ 
formance xvi (at first leg.), prob. - AN. 
* performance. 

perfume odorous vapour, (fragrance of) liquid 
scent, xvi In early use also par-, but regularly 
assim. to per-. - F. parfum, f. par-, fperfumer 
(whence perfume vb. xvi) - It. tpar-, tper- 
fumare (now pro ), lit. smoke through; see 
per- 1, fume. Hence perfumery xvm. 

perfunctory done or acting merely by way of 
duty. xvi. - late L. perfunctorius careless, neg¬ 
ligent, f. perfunct-, pp. stem of perfungi perform, 
discharge, get rid of, f. per- + fungi perform; see 
-ORY2. 

pergola arbour formed with plants trained 
over a trellis, xvn. - It. L. pergula projecting 
roof, vine arbour, f. pergere come or go forward, 
f. per- 1 + *reg- move in a straight line, 

perhaps xvi. f. per 2 + pi. of hap, repl. ME. phr. 
by hap(s). 

peri- repr. comb, form of Gr peri, peri adv. and 
prep, about, around, roundabout, rel. to L. per. 

perianth (bot.) fcalyx, involucre xvm; outer 
part of a flower xix. - F. perianthe - modL. 
perianthium, f. Gr. peri- + anthos flower, 

periapt amulet (worn about the person), xvi. - 
F. periapte - Gr. periapton, f. peri- + hdptos 
fastened, haptein fasten. 

pericardium xvi. - modL. - Gr. perikdrdion, 
f. peri- + kardia heart. Hence pericardiac xix, 
pericardial xvn, pericarditis xvm. 

pericarp xvm. - F. pericarpe - Gr. perikarpion 
pod, husk, shell, f. peri- +- karpos fruit, 

pericope paragraph, xvii. - late L. pericope - 
Gr. perikopi section, f. peri- + *kop cut; see 
COMMA. 

pericranium xvi. - modL. pericranium - Gr. 
perikranion, sb. use of n. of perikranios round 
the skull; see peri-, cranium. 

peridot fchrysolite xrv; the variety called 
olivine xvii. ME peritot - OF. peritot (mod 

periwinkle 

-dot), of which there are several vars.; of unkn. 
orig. 

perigee (astron.) point in the orbit of a planet 
that is nearest to the earth, xvi. In early use 
varying with forms directly repr. L. and Gr.; - 
F. perigee - modL. perigeum, -aeum - late Gr. 
perigeion, sb. use of n. of perigeios ‘close round 
the earth', f. peri- +gee, gaia, ge earth, 

perihelion xvii. Graecized form of modL. 
perihelium, f. Gr. peri- + hilios sun. 

peril xiii. - (O)F. peril L. periciu)lum ex¬ 
periment, risk, f. *per- in experiri try + <ulum 
-cle. So perilous xiii. - OF. perillous, -eus (mod. 
perilleux)L. periculosus 
perimeter xvi. - F. perimetre - L. perimetros - 
Gr. perimetros, f. peri- + metron metre1. 

period extent of time; end of a course; complete 
sentence, esp. one containing several clauses; 
full pause at end of this, full stop, xvi {parodie 
xrv). - (O)F. periode - L. periodus cycle, sen¬ 
tence - Gr. periodos circuit, recurrence, course, 
rounded sentence, f. peri- + hodos way, course. 
So periodic(al) xvii. - F. or L. - Gr. periodikos. 
periodicity xix. - F. 

peripatetic (member) of the school of philo¬ 
sophy founded by Aristotle, who taught in a per- 
ipatos or walking place in the Lyceum at 
Athens, xvi. - (O)F. peripatetique or L. peri- 
pateticus - Gr. peripatetikos, f. peripatein walk 
up and down, f. peri +patein tread; see -ic. 

periphery flayer of air xiv (once); boundary of 
a rounded surface xvi. - late L. peripheria - Gr. 
periphereia, f. per ip her is revolving round, f. 
peri- + pherein bear2; see -y*. Hence peripheral 
xix. 

periphrasis xvi. - L. - Gr. periphrasis, f. peri- 
phrdzein, f. peri +phrdzein declare; see phrase. 

So periphrastic xix. - Gr. periphrastikos. 
periscope xix. f. peri- + scope. 

perish come to a violent or untimely end, cease 
to exist; pass, be destroyed, lost, injured by 
exposure, etc. xiii. f. periss-, extended stem 
of (O)F. perir L. perire pass away, come to 
nothing, lose one’s life, f. per- 3 +ire go. See 
-ish2 Hence perishable xvii. 

peristaltic pert, to the automatic muscular 
movement in the alimentary canal, xvii. - Gr. 
peristaltikos clasping and compressing, f. peri- 
stellein wrap up or round, f. peri- + stellein place; 
see -ic. 

peristyle (archit.) colonnade surrounding a 
building, xvii. - F. peristyle - L. peristylum - 

Gr. peristulon, sb. use of n. of peristulos having 
pillars all round, f. peri- + stulos column, 

peritoneum xvi. - late L. peritonaeum, -eum - 
Gr. per itonaion, -eion, sb. use of n. of per itonaios, 
f. peritonos stretched around, f. peri- + -tonos 
stretched. 

periwig xvi. alt., through the stages perewike, 
-wig, of perwike, -wick, vars. of peruke. 

periwinkle1 plant of the genus Vinca, xiv. ME. 
pervenke, -vinke - AN. pervenke, var. of (O)F. 
pervenche late L. pervinca, earlier vi(n)ca per- 
vi(n)ca. The mod. form appears xvi as perfi)- 
wyncle, prob. by assim. to next. 

periwinkle2 winkle, xvi (purwinkle, pere-, 
periwinkle), of unkn. orig.; OE. winewinclan pi., 



perjure 347 perspective 

also read as pinewinclan, may perh. be repr. by 
dial, forms in penny-', in any case the second el. 
is the same. 

peijure pass, be p—d be forsworn or guilty of 
false swearing xv (now rare), repr. AN., OF. 
estre parjureiz.)', refl. p. oneself xvm, repr. F. se 
parjurer forswear oneself, for which the intr. 
perjure was formerly used xvm xvm (so in 
AN.). - (O)F. parjurer, fper - L. perjurdre, 
refash, of pe(r)ierare break one’s oath, f. per- 3 + 
jurdre swear. So perjury (-Y*) xiv. - AN. per- 
jurie (modF. par jure) - L. perjurium 
perk (intr., pass.) carry oneself jauntily, be 
spruce or smart xiv; (trans.) project or raise in 
a brisk manner xvi. The earliest instances refer 
to the action of birds and suggest deriv. from 
perk sb., var. of perch3, or a transf. use of perk 
vb. perch (both now obs. or dial.) - dial. F. "per 
que, *perquer, vars. of perche, percher. Hence 
perky (-y1) xix. 

perk(s) si. abbr. of perquisite(s). xix. 

perlustrate travel through and survey, xvi. 

f. pp. stem of L. perlustrdre, f. per 1 + lustrare 
purify, pass in review, f. lustrum lustre'; see 

-ATE*. 

permafrost permanently frozen subsoil, xx. f. 

next, frost. 

permanent xv. - (O)F. permanent or L. per- 
manens, -ent-, prp. of per mane re remain to the 
end, f. per- + manere remain. So permanence 

xv. - (O)F. or medL 
permeable xv. - late L. permedbilis, f. per 
meare (the pp. stem of which gave permeate 

xvn), f. per- 1, medre pass, go; see -able. 

Permian (geol.) pert, to the upper division of 
palaeozoic strata, characteristic of Perm, former 
province of E. Russia, xix. See -ian. 

permission xv. - (O)F permission or L. per¬ 
mission -on-, f. pp. stem of permittere surrender, 
allow, f. per- + mittere let go. So permit vb. xv 
(whence sb. xvm). - L. permittere. permissible 

xv, permissive xvn. 
permute texchange xrv; fchange, transmute 
xv; transpose xix. - L. permutdre, f. per- 

+ mutdre change. So permutation texchange, 
barter xiv; falteration, transmutation; trans¬ 
position (spec, math.) xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

pernicious xvi. - L. perniciosus, f. pernicies de¬ 
struction, f. per- + nex, nec- death, destruction; 
see -ious. 

pernickety xix. orig. Sc.; of uncert. orig. 
pemoctate pass the night, spec, in prayer, 
xvn. f. pp. stem of L. pernoctare, f. per- + nox, 
noct night; see -ate* So pernoctation xvn. - 
late L. 

peroration xv - F. peroration or L. peroratio, 
-on-, f. perorare (whence perorate xvn), f. per 

+ ora re speak. 

perpend (arch.) ponder, xvi. - L. perpendere 
weigh exactly, consider; see per- 2, pendent. 

perpendicular situated or having a direction 
at right angles xiv (not gen. current till xvi); 
applied to the third style of English pointed 
architecture xix; sb. xvi. - L. perpendicular is, 
f. perpendiculum plummet, plumb-line, f. 
per- 2 + pendere hang, see pendent, -cule, -ar. 

perpetrate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. perpetrare per¬ 

form, f. per- + patrare bring about, lit. perform 
or execute as father, f. pater, pair- father; see 
ate*. So perpetration xv. - F. or late L 

perpetual xiv ( el). - (0)F. perpetuel - L. per- 
petualis, f. perpetuus, f. perpes, perpet- con¬ 
tinuous, uninterrupted, f. per- ypetere be 
directed towards; assim. to L. form xvi; see -al1. 

So perpetuate (-ate*) xvi. f. pp. stem of L. per- 
petudre. perpetuation xiv. - medL. per¬ 

petuity xv. - (O)F. - L. 
perplex trouble with doubt or uncertainty xvi; 
make uncertain or involved through intricacy 
xvn. back-formation from perplexed (xv), ex 
tension of tperplex adj. (xiv-xvii) - (O)F per- 
plexe or L. per plexus involved, intricate, f. 
per- + plexus, pp. ofplectere plait, interweave, in¬ 
volve. So perplexity xiv. - (O)F. or late L. 

perquisite tproperty acquired otherwise than 
by inheritance xv; casual profits or emoluments 
xvi; gratuity xvm. - medL. perquisitum ac¬ 
quisition, sb. use of n. of pp of L. perquirere 
search diligently for, f. per-equaerere seek, 

perry beverage made from pears, xrv. ME. per- 
eye, perre(e), perrye - OF. pere Rom. *pirdtum, 
f. L. pirum pear; see -y*. 

persecute fpursue, chase; pursue with malig¬ 
nity; tprosecute at law. xv. - (O)F. persecuter, f. 
L. persecut-, pp. stem of persequi, f. PER+seqm 
follow. So persecution xiv. - (O)F. - L. 

persevere xrv. - (O)F. per severer - L. per¬ 
se verare abide by strictly, persist, f. perseverus 
very strict; see per-, severe. So perseverance 

xiv. - (O)F. - L. 
Persian xiv. ME. persien - OF. - medL. *Per 
sidnus (repl. L. Persicus), f. Persia, f. Gr. Persis - 
OPers. Pdrsa (mod. Pars, Arab. Pars); assim. to 
-ian xvi. 

persiflage light banter, raillery, xvm. - F., f. 
persifler banter, f. per- for par- + siffler whistle; 
see -age 

persimmon xvn. of Algonquian orig. 
persist continue firmly in a state, etc. xvi; re¬ 
main in existence xvm. - L. persistere, f. per- 

+ sister e stand. 
person fcharacter, part played; human being 
xiii; living body of a human being; individual 
personality xiv; (theol.) distinction of being in 
the Godhead xiii; (gram.) xvi. - OF. persone 
(mod. personae) L. persona mask used by a 
player, one who plays a part, character acted, 
etc.; perh of Etruscan orig The normally 
developed var. parson (xiv-xvii) has been 
differentiated with a special meaning; person is 
a reversion to L. form. So personable having a 

well-formed person, xv. - F. tpersonnable. 
personage timage, effigy; body of a person xv; 
person of note; person in a drama xvi. - OF. 
personage (mod. personnage). personal xiv. - 
OF. personal, -el (mod. personnel) - L. 
personalis, personality xiv. - (O)F. - late L. 
personalty personal estate, xvi. - law F. per¬ 
sona Ite. personate act the part of, impersonate 

xvi; represent, typify xvn. f. pp. stem of late L. 
personare. personify xvm. - F. personnifier, 
hence personification xvm. personnel xix. - 
F., sb. use of personnel personal. 

perspective foptics; foptical instrument xiv; 



perspiration a 

(after It. perspective) art of drawing so as to give 
the effect of solidity and relative size xvi; draw¬ 
ing in perspective xvn. - medL. perspective, sb. 
use of fem. of late L. perspectives, f. perspect-, pp. 
stem of L. perspicere look at closely, f. per 

+ specere look; see -ive. So perspective adj. 
■{■optical xv; pert, to perspective xvii. - late L. 
perspicacious xvii. f. L. perspicex, -dc sharp- 
sighted; see -ious. perspicacity xvi. - F. or late 
L. perspicuous -{transparent xv; lucid, evident 
xvi. f. L. perspicuus. perspicuity xv - L. 

perspiration -{breathing through; {evap¬ 
oration, exhalation; excretion of moisture 
through the pores, xvn. - F., f. perspirer - L. 
perspirdre (whence perspire vb. xvn); see per-, 

spirit, -ATION, 

persuade induce to believe or act in a certain 
way; {induce belief in or practice of, commend 
xvi. - L. persuedere, f. per- + suddere advise, re¬ 
commend. So persuasion action of persuading 
xrv; religious belief or denomination xvii. - L. 
per sues id, -on-', see suasion. 

pert (dial.) expert, intelligent xm; open, mani¬ 
fest xiv, forward in behaviour xrv; (dial.) brisk, 
lively xvi. Aphetic of +epert (in these senses) 
xm; - OF. apert - L. apertus open, pp. of aperire\ 
partly blended with OF. aspert, espert L. ex¬ 
pert ixs expert. 
pertain xrv. ME. porte(i)ne, repr. tonic stem of 
(O)F. pertenir - L. pertinere extend, tend or be¬ 
long (to), f. per- + tenere hold. So pertinent rele¬ 
vant, apposite xiv; {appurtenant, suitable xv. - 
(O)F. pertinent or L. pertinens, prp. of pertinere. 

pertinacious xvn. f. L. pertindx, -dc-\ see per-, 

tenacious. So pertinacity xvi. - F 
perturb xrv. - OF. pertourber - L. perturbare, 
see per-, disturb. So perturbation xiv. 

peruke {natural head of hair; wig. xvi. - F. per 
ruque(xv, {head of hair) - It. perrucca, parrucca, 
of unkn. orig. 

peruse {use up; go through so as to examine, 
revise, etc. xv; read through xvi. prob. based on 
AL. * per usere, per us i tare use up, f. L. per- 

+ medL. usdre, L. usitdri use often, frequent, f. 
us- use. Hence perusal xvi. 

pervade (arch.) pass through; diffuse itself 
throughout, xvii. - L. pervadere, f. per- + vadere 
go; see wade. So pervasive xvm f. pp. stem of 
pervadere. 

perverse turned from the right way, perverted 
xrv; froward, wayward xv. - (O)F. pervers, -e - 
L. perversus, -a, pp. of pervertere (see below). So 
perversion xiv. - L. perversio, on . pervert 
{overthrow, subvert; turn aside from a right 
course or opinion xrv. - (O)F. pervertir or its 
source L. pervertere turn round, overturn, ruin, 
corrupt, f. per + verteretarn. pervert perverted 
or apostate person, xvn. sb. use of fpervert adj. 
(xv-xvi), short for perverted, or an analogical 
formation after convert sb. 

pervious xvn. f. L. pervius, f. per- + via way. 
peseta Spanish silver coin and monetary unit, 
xix. - Sp„ dim. of pesa weight L. pensa, pi. of 
pensurn (see poise). 

pessary {suppository xrv; instrument to rem¬ 
edy uterine displacement xvni. - late L pes- 
sdrium, f. late L. pessum, us - Gr. pessos, -on 

pettifogger 

draught-board, oval stone used in a game, 
medicated plug; see -ary. 

pessimism {the worst condition possible xvm; 
tendency to look at the worst aspect of things 
xrx. f. L. pessimus worst +-ism, on the model of 
OPTIMISM. 

pest {pestilence, plague xvi; noxious person or 
thing xvn. - F. peste or L. pestis plague, con¬ 
tagious disease. So pestiferous plague¬ 
bringing, pernicious, xvi. - L. pestifer, -ferus. 
pestilence xiv. - (O)F. - L. pestilentia, f pesli- 
lens, -ent-, -entus (whence pestilent xv; pesti¬ 
lential xrv. - medL. Hence pesticide xx. 

pestle xrv. - OF. pestel = It. pestello - L. pis- 
tillum, dim. of *pistrum, f. pist-, pp. stem of pin- 
sdre pound; cf. -el2 

pet1 animal domesticated and treated as a 
favourite; indulged child xvi; darling, favourite 
xvni. orig. Sc. and north, dial.; of Celt. orig. (cf. 
Ir., Gael, peata). 

pet2 offence at being slighted, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
Hence pettish ( ish1) xvi. 

petal xvm. - modL. petalum, in medL. metal 
plate - Gr. petalon lamina, leaf, sb. use of n. 
of adj. petalos outspread, f. base pet-, as in 
petannusthai unfold. 
petard small bomb for making a breach xvi; 
firework xvii. - F. petard, f. peter break wind, f. 
pet fart L. peditum, f. pedere break wind; see 
-ARD. 

peter (orig. U.S.) become exhausted, give out. 
xix (first in trans. use), of unkn. orig. 

petiole leaf-stalk, xvm. - F. petiole - L. petiolus 
little foot, fruit-stalk, specialized by Linnaeus, 

petite xvm. - F., fem. of petit small, petty. 

petition action of begging or supplicating, orig. 
in prayer xrv; formally drawn-up request from 
an inferior to a superior or body in authority 
xv. - (O)F. petition - L. petltid, -on-, f. pp. stem 
of petere aim at, ask. seek; see -tion. Hence vb. 

xvii. 
petrel xvn (early vars. pitteral, pittrel). of 
uncert. orig. 

petrify convert into stone xvi; deprive of move¬ 
ment or feeling xvii. - F. petrifier, f. L. petra 
rock - Gr. petra, see -fy. Hence petrifaction 
xvii. 

petro- comb, form of Gr. petra rock or petros 
stone, as in petrography xvii, petrology xix. 

petrol {petroleum xvi; refined petroleum used 
in internal combustion engines xix. - F. pe 
trole - medL. petroleum.', see next, 

petroleum mineral oil, occurring in rocks, etc. 
xvi. - medL., f. L. petra rock (see petrify) + 
oleum oil. 

petronel large pistol or carbine, xvi. - F. petri- 
nal, var. of poitrinal, sb use of adj. pert, to 
breast or chest’, f. poitrine Rom. *pectorlna, 
f. L. pectus, pector- breast; so called because in 
firing it the butt end rested against the chest, 

petticoat {small coat worn under the doublet 
xv; {tunic or chemise xv; skirt dependent from 
the waist xvi. orig. two words, petty and coat. 

pettifogger legal practitioner of inferior status 
xvi; (gen.) petty practioner xvn. f. petty + fogger 
lawyer of low class, of unkn. orig. Hence petti¬ 
fogging (-ING1'2) XVI. 
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pettitoes (orig.) giblets; (later) pig’s trotters 
xvi. In form and sense corr. to F. petite oie little 
goose', giblets of a goose; assim. to petty and pi. 
of toe took place early. 

petty tsmall xrv; minor, secondary, subordinate 
xvi. ME. pety, var. of petit - (O)F. Rom. *pit- 
tittus, f. *pit-, repr. in late L. pitinnus, pitulus 
very small. 

petulant twanton, lascivious xvi; tpert, saucy 
xvii; pettishly impatient xvm. - (O)F. petulant - 
L. petuldns, -ant-, prp. of *petulare, f. petere 
direct oneself to, attack; see -ant. So petulance 
XVII. 

petunia xrx. - modL., f. F. petun tobacco (also 
in Eng. use xvi-xvii) - Guarani pety: see -ia'. 

pew raised enclosure or desk in a church, fin a 
court, etc. xrv; pi. fixed benches with backs xvii. 
ME. pywe, puwe - OF. puye, puie - L. podia, pi. 
of podium elevated place, parapet - Gr. podion 
base, pedestal, dim. of pous, pod- foot. 

pewit see peewit. 
pewter xrv. - OF. peutre, peaultre Rom. *pel- 
trum, of unkn. orig. So pewterer xrv. - AN. 
peautrer, OF. peautrier. 
pfennig of the German mark, xvi (phen(n)- 
ing). - G.; see penny. 

phaeton four-wheeled open carriage, xvm. - F. 
phaeton - L. Phaethon - Gr. Phaethon (myth.) 
son of Helios (sun) and Clymene, famous for his 
unlucky driving of the sun-chariot, sb. use of 
prp. phaethon shining, rel. to phainein show (cf. 
PHENOMENON). 

phago- repr. Gr. phago- eating, phageln eat, as 
in phagocyte. So -phagous -eating, f. L. -phagus, 
Gr. -phagos, -phagy, f. Gr. -phagia, as in ich¬ 
thyophagous, -phagy. 

phalanx line of battle xvi; (anat.) joint of a digit 
xvii; (bot.) bundle of stamens xvm. - L. - Gr. 
phdlagx. So phalange xvi. - F. - L. 

phallus xvii. - late L - G. phallos. So phallic 
xvm. 

phantasm illusion xiii; apparition, ghost; 
imagination, fancy xv; mental image xvi. - 
(O)F.fantasme, f-esme - L. phantasma; see next 
So phantasmagoria exhibition of optical illu¬ 
sions; shifting succession of imaginary figures 
xix. prob. - F. fantasmagorie, f. fantasme with 
fanciful termination, 

phantasy see fantasy. 
phantom fillusion, deception xiii; apparition 
xrv; mental image xvi; appearance without sub 
stance xvii. ME. fanto(s)me, -um - OF. fan- 
to{s)me (mod. fantome) Gr. dial. *phantagma 
(Gr. phantasma), f. phantazein make visible, f. 
phainein,phant- show (see phenomenon). 

Pharisee OE. fariseus, early ME. farisew - late 
L. pharisaeus, -eus - Gr. pharisaios - Aram. peri- 
saiya, emphatic pi. of peris = Heb. parus sepa 
rated, separatist. The present form is from ME 
/-, phariseie) - OF. pharise - L. 
pharmacy administration of medicines xrv, 
art of preparing drugs xvii; dispensary xix. - 
OF. farmacie (mod. pharmacie) - medL. Phar¬ 
macia - Gr. pharmakeid practice of a phar- 
makeus druggist, f. phdrmakon drug, medicine; 
see -y*. So pharmaceutical xvii. f. late L. phar- 
maceuticus - Gr. -keutikos. pharmacopoeia 

xvii. modL. - Gr. pharmakopoiid (-poios 
-making, -maker). 

pharos lighthouse, xvi. Appellative use of L. 
Pharos - Gr Pharos name of an island off Alex¬ 
andria on which stood a famous lighthouse, 

pharynx xvn. - modL. - Gr. pharugx (cf. phdr- 
agx cleft, chasm). Hence pharyng(e)al xix. 

phase aspect (ong. astron. of a planet), xix. 
Partly - F., partly new sg. evolved from phases, 
pi. of phasis (xvii) - modL. - Gr. phosts ap¬ 
pearance, phase, f. *pha-, as repr. by phos.phaos 
light. 

pheasant xni. - AN fesaunt, for (O)F.faisan - 
Pr. L. phasianus - Gr. phdsianos of Phasis, a 
river in Colchis, whence the bird is said to have 
spread westwards. For parasitic -t cf, ancient, 
pageant, tyrant. 

phen(o)- repr. Gr. phaino-, rel. to phainein 
shine; orig. applied to coal-tar products arising 
from the manufacture of ‘illuminating’ gas, 
later as in phenacetin, pheno-harbitone. 

phenol (chem.) hydroxyl derivative of benzene, 
carbolic acid. xix. - F. phenole, f. phene benzene; 
see -ol. , 

phenomenon, pi. -iaena thing or fact per¬ 
ceived or observed xvii; notable or exceptional 
fact or occurrence xvm. Also, in early use, 
phaino-, phaeno-\ - late L. phenomenon - Gr. 
phainomenon, sb. use of prp. pass, of phainein 
show, pass, be seen, appear, 

phial xrv. ME. fyole - (O)F. fiole - L. phiola, 
phiala saucer, censer - Gr. phidle broad flat 
vessel. 

-phil(e) repr., through med. and modL. -philus, 
F. -phile. Gr terminal el. -philos ‘dear to’, 
‘beloved by’, as in Theophilus dear to God; with 
sense ‘loving, devoted or favourable to’ in medL. 
and later, e.g. modL. botanophilus amateur 
botanist, Eng. bibliophile (- F.), and many 
formations like Anglophile). The corr. adj. 
suffix is -philous, frequent in bot. and zool., 
with the sense ‘having affinity to or preference 
for’, as hygrophilous; with corr. nouns of state 
or quality in -phily, -philism. 

philander t(passionate) lover, xvii. - Gr. 
phtlandros, f. phil- philo yantr, andr- man, 
husband; used as a character-name in poetry 
and drama. Hence vb. make love, esp. flirta 
tiously. xviii. 

philanthropy xvii. - late L. philanthropic - 
Gr. philanthropic, f. phildnthropos, f. phil- 
philo- + dnthropos man; see -Y*. So phil¬ 

anthropic, philanthropist xvm. 
philately postage-stamp-collecting, xix. - F. 
philatelic, f. Gr phil- philo- + ateleia exemption 
from payment, f. a-4 + telos charge, tax; see -y3. 

Hence philatelic, philatelist xix. 
philharmonic devoted to music, xvm. - F. 
philharmonique - It. filarmonico, see philo-, 

harmonic. 

philippic (pi.) name of the orations of Demos¬ 
thenes against Philip II, king of Macedon (iv 
b.c ); hence applied to Cicero’s orations against 
Mark Antony, and gen. to any invective or de¬ 
nunciatory speech, xvi. - L. philippicus - Gr. 
Philippikos, f. Philippos, see -ic. 

Philistine one of a people in ancient Palestine 



philo- : 

who harassed the Israelites; an enemy into 
whose hands one may fall xvi; fin Germany, one 
who is not a student at the university; person 
deficient in liberal culture xix. - F. Philistin or 
late L. Philistinus. also Palxstinus, usu. pi. - late 
Gr. Philistinoi, Palaistirwi - Heb. p'listim, rel. 
to p'leseth Philistia, Palestine. Hence Phili¬ 
stinism xix. 

philo-, before a vowel or h phil-, repr., often 
through F. or L., Gr. phil(o)-, comb, form of 
philos meaning lover’, ‘loving’, as in phild- 
sophos philosopher; in many comps, (often 
nonce-words) from xvn, among which in later 
use are numerous specimens of the type of Gr 
philellen loving or favourable to the Greeks, 
philhellene (xix). 

philology fstudy of literature xvn; science of 
language xvni. - F. philologie - L. philologia - 
Gr. philologia devotion to dialectic, love of 
learning and literature, love of language, f. 
philologcs fond of talking, etc.; see philo-, 
logos. Hence philological, philologist xvii. 

philosopher xiv. - AN. philo , filosofre, var. of 
(O)F. philosophe - L. philosophus - Gr. philo- 
sophos ‘lover of wisdom’, f. philo- + base of 
sophos wise. So philosophic xvii, philo¬ 
sophical xiv. - late L. philosophicus. philo¬ 
sophize xvi. corr. in use to F. philosopher, 
L. philosophari, Gr. philosophein. philosophy 
(-Ya) Xlll. 

philtre, U S. philter love-potion, xvi. - F. 
philtre - L. philtrum - Gr. philtron, f. *phil- as 
in philein love + -iron, suffix of instrument or 
means. 

phiz face, xvn (phyz, phys). colloq. shortening 
of physnomy, early var. of physiognomy. 

phleb(o)- comb, form of Gr. phleps, phleb- 
vein. phlebotomy blood-letting, xiv (JI-). - 
OF. flebothomie (mod. phlebotomie) - late L 
phlebotomia - Gr. phlebotomia, see -tomy. So 
phlebotomize xvi. 

phlegm mucus, considered as one of the four 
humours (cold and moist) xiv; as a secretion of 
membranes xv; coldness or sluggishness sup¬ 
posed to proceed from the predominance of the 
humour xvi. The present form appears xvi, 
as the result of assim. to the Gr.-L. original or 
earlier fle(u)me, fleam(e) - OF. fleume (mod. 
flegme) - late L. phlegma clammy moisture of 
the body - Gr. phlegma inflammation, morbid 
humour as the result of heat, f. phlegein burn, 
blaze So phlegmatic xiv (fleu-). 

phlogiston (old chem.) principle of in 
flammability, xvm. - Gr phlogiston, n. of phlo- 
gistos burnt up, inflammable, f. phlogizein set 
on fire, f. *phlog- burn; see next, 

phlox herbaceous plant, xvm. - L. - Gr. phlox 
lit. flame, f. *phlog- *phleg- IE. *bhleg- (cf. 
flagrant). 

-phobe terminal el. - F. - L phobus, Gr. -phobos 
fearing, f. phobos fear, as in hydrophobe, and 
many comps, with national names, as Anglo- 
phobe, so -phobia (- L. - Gr. phobia) in the 
sense ‘dread’, ‘horror’, as in hydrophobia, and 
Anglophobia, etc., some of which are modelled 
on F. words in phobie. 

phoenix mythical bird of gorgeous plumage 

phrase 

living for centuries in the Arabian desert, then 
burning itself to ashes, from which it emerged 
with renewed youth. OE., ME. fenix - L. phoenix 
and OF. fenix (mod. phenix), the L. being - Gr. 
phoinix, of unkn. orig. 

phone1 abbrev. of telephone, xx 
phone* (philol.) element of spoken language, 
xix. - Gr. phont sound (see phonetic). 

-phone terminal eL, repr. Gr. phont voice, 
sound, used in the names of instruments for 
transmitting, reproducing, or amplifying 
sound, as gramophone, megaphone, microphone, 
radiophone, telephone. 

phoneme xix. - F. phoneme - Gr. phdnema, f. 
phonein speak. 

phonetic pert, to or representing vocal sounds; 
(sb. pi.) science of speech-sounds, xix. - modL. 
phoneticiLS - Gr. phonetikos, f. phonetos, ppl. for¬ 
mation on phonein speak, f. phont voice, rel. to 
L.fama fame; see -ic. Hence phonetician xix. 

phoney (si.) deceptive, fraudulent, xx. of unkn. 
orig. 

phonogram character representing a spoken 
sound; fsound-record made by a phonograph, 
xix (see gramophone), phonograph fsymbol 
representing a sound; instrument for recording 
and reproducing sounds, xix. f. Gr. phont 
sound + -graphos written, -graphos -writing; see 
prec. and -graph. So phonography tphonetic 
spelling xvm; phonetic shorthand invented by 
Isaac Pitman xix. phonology science of vocal 
sounds esp. as applied to particular languages, 
xvm. 

-phore terminal el. repr. F. -phore, modL. 
-phorus - Gr. phoros bearing, bearer, f. *phor- 
*pher- bear*, as in semaphore. So -phoric, 
-phorous. 

phosphate (chem.) salt of phosphoric acid, 
xvm. - F. phosphat, f. phosphore phosphorus + 
-at -ATE*. 

phosphorus tmoming star; phosphorescent 
substance; highly inflammable non-metallic ele¬ 
ment luminous in the dark. xvn. - L. phos¬ 
phorus - Gr. phosphoros light-bringing, sb. 
morning star, f. phos light + -phoros -phore. So 
phosphoric (- F.), phosphorous xvm. Hence 
phosphoresce, -escence, -escent xvm. 

photo- repr. photo-, comb, form of Gr. phos, 
phot- light, as in photometer xvm; later esp. in 
connection with photography, as photo¬ 
gravure (F. gravure engraving) xix. 

photograph picture produced by the action of 
light on a sensitized film. First used, together 
with photographic and photography, by Sir 
John Herschel (1792-1871) in a paper read before 
the Royal Society on 14 March 1839; preceded by 
G photographic, f. Gr. phos, photo- light -e 
-graphos written; see photo-, -graph. Photo¬ 
graphic superseded photogenic (xix), which is 
now used for ‘offering a good subject for 
photography’. 

phrase style of expression, diction; small group 
of words in a sentence; pithy expression, xvi. In 
earliest use also phrasis, ys, from the pi. of 
which (phrases) a sg. phrase appears to have 
been evolved. - L. phrasis - Gr. phrasis speech, 
manner of speaking, f. phrdzein indicate. 
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declare, tell. So phraseology xvn. - modL. 
phraseologia, spurious Gr. phraseologid. 
phrenetic frenzied, frantic, xrv. - (0)F. frene- 
tique - L. phreneticus - late Gr. phrenetikds, for 
phrenitikos, f. phrenitis delirium, f. phrin, 
phren- heart, mind; see -ms, -ic. 

phrenology xix. f. Gr. phrin, phren- mind + 
-logy. 

phthisic (having) pulmonary consumption, 
xrv. ME. tisik, later ptisike, phthisick - OF. 
tisike, -ique, later ptisique, thisique (repl. by 
mod phtisie)Rom. *{ph)thisica, sb. use of fern, 
of L. phthisicus - Gr. phthisikos consumptive, f. 
phthisis, f. *phthi-, phthinein waste away; see 
-ic. So phthisis xvi. - L. - Gr. 

phut (si.) go ph., be a failure, xix. f. Hindi 
phatnd burst. 

phylactery small box containing four texts of 
Scripture worn by Jews as a reminder of the 
obligation to keep the law. xrv; in various uses 
from xvii. Early forms fil-, philaterie - OF. *fila¬ 
te rie, -atiere - late L. fyl-, phylacterium - Gr. 
phulaktirion safeguard, amulet, f. phulakttr 
guard. 

phyllo- repr. comb, form of Gr. phullon leaf, 
phylo- repr. comb, form of Gr. phult, phulon 
race (whence modL. phylum xix), as in 
phylogeny (Gr. genos genus) racial or tribal 
history. 

physic healing art, medicine xm; fnatural sci¬ 
ence xrv; medicinal preparation, medicine xvi. 
ME. fisike - OF .fisique medicine (mod. physique 
natural science, now physics) - L. physica, -e - 
Gr. phusikt, sb. use of fern, of phusikos, f. phusis 
nature; see -ic. So physic adj. fmedical, med¬ 
icinal xv; physical, natural xvi. physical medi¬ 
cal, medicinal xv; natural, material xvi; pert, to 
physics; bodily, corporeal xvm. - medL. physi 
cdlis. physicist xix. physics natural science 
xvi; science that treats of matter and energy 
xviii; rendering L. n. pi. physica - Gr. ta phusikd 
title of Aristotle’s physical treatises, 

physician xm. ME. fisicien - OF. (mod. physi- 
cien physicist), {.fisique physic; see -ian. 

physio- repr. phusio-, comb, form of Gr. phusis 
nature, physiognomy judging character from 
bodily lineaments; face, countenance, xiv. ME 
fisnamye, fis-, phisonomie, later phisnomy (xv- 
xvii), phisognomie (xvi-xvii), physiognomy 
(xvi) - OF. phisonomie, -anomie (mod. physio- 
nomie) - medL. phiso-, physionomia - late Gr. 
phusiognomia for Gr. phusiognomonid, f. phusis 
nature + gndmon, gnomon- interpreter, f. *gnd- 
(see know), physiography description of natu¬ 
ral phenomena; physical geography, xix. - F. 
physiographic, so physiographical xvm. 
physiology fnatural science, natural philo¬ 
sophy xvi; science of the phenomena of living 
things xvii. - F. physiologic or L. physiologia - 
Gr. phusiologia; hence physiological xvii. 

physiologist fnatural philosopher xvii; 

student of animal or vegetable physiology xvm. 
physique xix. - F., sb. use of physique 

PHYSICAL. 

-phyte termihal el. repr. Gr. phuton plant, f. 
phuein bring forth (see be), and denoting a vege¬ 
table organism, as in saprophyte, zoophyte. 

phyto- repr. comb, form of Gr. phuton (see 
prec.), used in many hot. terms, 

pi (math.) ratio of the circumference of a circle 
to the diameter, xix. name of the Gr. letter 77 n 
(P p), initial letter of periphereia periphery and 
perimetros perimeter. 

piacular pert, to expiation, xvii. - L. pidcutdris, 
f. pidculum expiation, f. pidre appease, f. pius 
pious; see -ah. 

pia mater delicate innermost of the three men¬ 
inges of the brain and spinal cord. xvi. - medL., 
tr. Arab, al-umm ar-rakika the thin or tender 
mother; cf. dura mater. 

pianoforte xvm. - It., evolved from the de¬ 
scriptive name gravecembalo col piano e forte 
‘harpsichord with soft and loud’ used by the in¬ 
ventor Bartolomeo Cristofori of Padua (c.1710). 
Now usu. abbr. piano xix. 

piastre Sp. piece of eight or dollar; small 
Turk. coin. xvii. - F. - It. piastra metal plate, 
coin, repr. L. emplastra, var. of emplastrum 
PLASTER. 

piazza public square xvi; (erron.) colonnade, 
covered ambulatory xvii; (U S.) veranda xvm. - 
It. piazza = F. place place. 

pibroch series of variations for the bagpipe, 
xvm. - Gael, piobaireachd, f. piobair piper (f. 
piob pipe) + -achd suffix of function, etc. 

pica (typogr.) size of printing type. xvi. transf. 
use of medL. pica almanac for the recitation of 
divine service (perh. ult. identical with L. pica 
pie'). 

picador in bullfighting, mounted man who pro¬ 
vokes the bull with a lance, xvm. - Sp., ‘pricker’, 
f. picar prick. 

picaresque pert, to rogues, orig. of Sp. literary 
fiction, xix. - F. - Sp.picaresco, f. picaro roguish, 
sb. rogue; see -esque. 

picaroon pirate, pirate ship; rogue, xvii. - Sp. 
picaron, augm. of picaro rogue; see prec. and 
-oon. 

picayune (in Louisiana, etc.) Spanish half-real, 
(U.S.) 5-cent piece; insignificant object; adj. 
mean, paltry, xix. - F. picaillon old copper coin 
of Piedmont, cash - modPr. picaioun, of unkn. 
orig. 

piccalilii xvm. prob. fancifully f. pickle. 
piccaninny little one, child, esp. Black child. 
xvii. W. Indian Negro formation on Sp. pequeho 
or Pg. pequeno little, small (of unkn. orig.); perh. 
directly based on Pg. dim. pequenino. 

piccolo xix. - It. piccolo small, 
pick' pointed tool for breaking up a surface, xrv. 
ME. pic, pykk, app. collateral form of pike pick, 
pointed object (surviving dial ), OE. pic, rel. to 
picung pricking, vbl. sb. oi*pician or *pican (see 
next). 

pick2 probe with a pointed instrument, etc.; 
pluck, gather; choose out, rob, plunder, xv. Suc¬ 
ceeded to pike xrv (surviving dial ), prob 
through the infl. of F. piquer or MLG., MDu. 
picken (Du. pikken), in the senses ‘pick’, ‘peck’, 
‘pierce’, ‘puncture’. 

pick-a-back, piggyback on the shoulders or 
back like a pack. xvi. Earlier (fa) pick-back, ton 
or a pick-pack (still dial ); it is doubtful whether 
the orig. form referred to the pitching of a pack 



pickaxe 3 

on the shoulders or the back on which it is 
pitched. 

pickaxe xv. alt., by assim. of the final syll. to 
axe, of ME. pikois, -eis (xrv) - OF. picois (rel. to 
pick'). 

pickerel young pike. xrv. f. pike" + -erel. 

picket A. pointed stake, etc. xvii; B. small de¬ 

tachment of troops (orig. with horses tied to 

stakes) xvm. - F piquet, f. piquer prick, pierce; 

see pick*, -ET. 

pickle salt liquor in which food is preserved 
xtv; article of food so preserved xvn. ME. pekille, 
pykyl - MLG., MDu. pekel, of unkn. orig. Hence 
vb xvi. 

picnic (orig.) social entertainment in which 
each person contributed a share of the food; 
(now) outdoor pleasure party with a repast, 
xvm. - F. piquenique, app. f. piquer pick* + nique 
{d.faire la nique a mock, show scorn of), 

picotee variety of carnation, xvm. - F. picote, 
pp. of picoter mark with pricks or points, f. picot, 
dim. of pic point, prick. 

picquet card-game. xvn. - F piquet, \picquet, 
prob. f. pic in faire pic make sixty, of obscure 
orig. 

picric (chem.) p. acid, f. Gr. pikros bitter + -ic. 
Piet one of an ancient people of N. Britain, xrv. - 
late L. Picti, identical in form with picti painted 
or tattooed people (pp. of L. pingere paint), 

adopted in OE. as Pihtas, var. Peohtas. 
picture fpictorial representation xv; individual 
painting or drawing xv; visual impression, men¬ 
tal image; graphic description xvi. - L. pictura 
painting, f. pict-, pp. stem of pingere paint, 

embroider. Hence vb. xv. So picturesque 
xviii. - (with assim. to prec., to express ‘in the 
style of a picture') F. pittoresque - It. pittoresco 
‘in the style of a painter’, f. pittore L. pictor, 
-tor- painter, f. pict-. 

piddle A. (dial.) trifle xvi; B. (colloq.) urinate 
xvm. In A perh. alt. of peddle; in B presumably 
based on piss or pee. 

pidgin, pigeon2 in P. English, commercial 
jargon used esp. in the Far East. xix. Chinese 
corruption of business. 

pie* magpie, xm - (O)F. L. pica magpie, 
pie* dish composed of meat, etc., enclosed in 
paste and baked, xrv. prob. identical with pie1 

{pica being the medL. equiv ); it has been con¬ 
jectured that the reason for the application is 
that the magpie collects miscellaneous objects. 

pie3 (typogr ) confused mass of type (spec, prin 
ter’s p). xvu. perh. tr. F. pate pasty, as in 
caracteres tombes en pate. 

piebald of two colours mingled, esp. white and 

black xvi. f. pie1 + bald (in the sense ‘streaked 

with white’). 

piece A. separate or detached portion xiii; (dial.) 
portion of time or space; quantity (of matter or 
substance) xiv; B. section or armour, etc. xiv; 
fire-arm; coin xvi; man’ in a game xvi; C. person 
xiii. - ME. pece, later piece - AN. pece, OF. piece 
(mod piece) Rom. *pettia (cf. medL. petia, 
pecia, pet(t)ium), prob. of Gaulish orig. (cf. W. 
peth quantity, part, Breton pezh piece Bryth 
onic •petti ). Hence piece vb. xrv. piecemeal 
piece by piece xiii. 

pile 

pied particoloured, orig. of black and white like 
a magpie, xrv. f. pie1 + -ed*. 

pier one of the supports of the spans of a bridge 
xn; solid structure extending into the sea, etc. 
xrv; pillar xvii. ME. per - AL. pera or pera, of 
unkn. orig. 

pierce xiu. ME. perce - (O)F. percer Rom. 
•pertusidre, f. L. pert us us, pp. of pertundere bore 
through, f. per- + tundere thrust, 

pierrot French pantomime character; clown 
with whitened face in fancy costume, xvm. - F., 
appellative use of pet-form of Pierre Peter, 

pieta representation of the Virgin Mary mourn¬ 
ing over the body of the dead Christ, xvn. - It. 
L. pietas, -tat- piety. 

pietism movement for the revival of piety in 
the Lutheran communion; hence gen. xvn. - G. 
pietismus. f. L. pietas piety; see -ism. So pietist 
XVII. 

piety tpity xm; faithfulness to filial (or similar) 
duties xvi; devotion to religious duties xvn. - 
OF. piete (mod. piete) - L. pietas, -tat- duti¬ 
fulness; f. pius pious; see pity, from which piety 
was not fully differentiated till late xvi. 

piezometer instrument for measuring pres¬ 
sure. xix. f. Gr. piezein press + -ometer. 

piffle trifle {away), talk ineffectively, xix. of 
symbolic orig. (cf. -le*). Hence sb. xix. 

pig young of swine xm; swine of any age; oblong 
piece of metal, ingot xvi. ME. pigge OE. 
•piega, -pigga, of unkn. orig.; for the formation 
cf. dog. Hence pigtail twist of tobacco xvii; plait 
of hair xvm. 

pigeon1 tyoung dove; bird of the family Col- 
umbidae xrv; tyoung woman, girl; dupe, gull 
xvi. ME. peion, pyion, pegeon - OF. pijon young 
bird, esp. young dove (mod. pigeon) Rom. 
•pibio, -on-, for late L. pipio, -on-, f. imit. base 
•pip-. 

pigeon* see pidgin. 
Piggyback var. of pick-a-back. 
pigment xiv. - L. pigmentum, f. *pig-, base of 
pingere paint; see -ment. 

pike1 large voracious freshwater fish. xrv. perh. 
of OE. date (being perh. repr. xi in place-names), 
and identical with OE. pic point, pick, the fish 
being so named from its pointed jaw. 

pike* weapon consisting of a long wooden shaft 
with pointed head. xvi. - (O)F. pique. 

pike* short for turnpike, xix. 

pikestaff A. staff with metcil point xrv; B. wood¬ 
en shaft of a pike xvi. In sense A prob. - ON. 
pikstafr, f. pik (corr. to pick1); see staff; in sense 
B. f. pike*. In as plain as a p. (xvi) an alt. of 
packstaff, i.e. a staff on which a pedlar supports 
his pack, with poss ref. to its smoothness, 

pilaff, pilau, pilaw xvii. - Turk pilau - Pers 
pilaw. 
pilaster xvi. - F. pilastre - It. pilastro, medL. 
piiastrum, f. L. pila pillar, pile*; see -aster. 

pilch outer garment of skin dressed with the 
hair or of woollen stuff OE.; saddle pad xvi; 
baby’s wrapper xvii. OE. •pilece, (late) pyl{e)ce 
= OHG. pelliz (G. pelz fur, furred coat) - medL 
pellicia cloak, for L. pellicea, f. pellis skin, 
pilchard xvi. of unkn. orig. 
pile1 tdart. shaft, spike OE.; pointed stake or 
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post, esp. for driving into soft ground for sup 
port of a structure xi; (her.) charge of the form 
A xv.OE.pi/ = MLG., MDu. pi7 (Du. pi//), OHG. 

pfil (G. pfeit) - L. pilum javelin, 
pile* tpiilar, pier; heap of things laid one upon 
the other xv; heap of combustibles xvi, lofty 
mass of buildings xvn; series of metal plates in 
a battery xix. - (O)F. pile heap, pyramid, mass 
of masonry L. pila pillar, pier. Hence pile vb. 
heap up xv. 

pile* fine soft hair xv; nap of cloth xvi. prob. - 
AN. pyle, var. of peil kind of cloth, (O)F. poil 
L. pilus hair. 

pile4 haemorrhoid, xv. prob. - L. pila ball, 
pilfer sb. (obs.) plunder, xiv. ME. pylfre.pelfyr - 
AN., OF. pelfre. f. pel/rer, whence pilfer vb. 
plunder, (later) steal in small quantities xvi; see 
pelf. The form was early affected by assoc, with 
fpill (see pillage). 

pilgrim fwayfarer xu; one who journeys to a 
sacred place as an act of religious devotion xm; 
P. Fathers xvm. ME. pilegrim - Pr. pelegriri = 
(O)F. pelerin - L. peregrinus foreign; see pere¬ 

grine. So pilgrimage xin (pelrim-, pilegrim ). - 
Pr. pilgrinatge = (0)F. pelerinage. 

pill small ball of medicinal substance to be swal¬ 
lowed xv; transf. pellet, ball xvi. - MLG., MDu. 
pille, Du, pil, presumably - reduced form of L. 
pilula PILULE. 

pillage spoliation, plunder, xrv. - (O)F., f piller 
plunder (whencepill fplunder, pillage, dial, peel 
xm, superseding tpile, OE. *pilian, pylian xu), 

in OF. only in espiller, f. OF. peiile rag L. 
pilleum felt cap; see age. Hence vb. xvi. 

pillar xm. ME. piler{e) - AN. piler, (O)F. pilier 
Rom. *pildre, f. L. pila pillar, pile1; assim. in sp 
to words in -ar from xiv. 

pillion saddle, esp. a woman’s light saddle; also, 
cushion or pad behind a saddle, xvi. - Gael. 
pillean, pillin, Ir. pillin, dim. of pell couch, 
cushion - L. pellis skin, fell1. 

pillory sb. xm. ME. pillori - AL. pillorium (xii) - 
(O)F. pilori, tpillori, fpellori (xii), prob. - Pr. 
espilori, of obscure orig. Hence vb. xvi. 

pillow ME. pilwe (xiv) OE. *pylw-, obi. stem 
of pyle, later pylu (whence ME. pile, pule, pele, 
dial, pill, peel), corr. to MLG. pole, MDu. 
po(e)luwe (Du. peluw), OHG. pfuluwl, pfuluwo 
(G. pfiihl), repr. WGmc. *pulwi(n) - L. pulvinus 
cushion, bolster. 

pilose hairy, xvm. - L. pilosus, f. pilus hair, 
pile*; see -ose1. So pilous xvii. 

pilot steersman, esp. for harbour service, xvi. - 
F. pilote - It. piloto, -a, varying with pedot{t)o, 
pedotta - medGr. *peddtes, f. Gr. pedon oar, pi. 
rudder, f. *ped-, *ped- foot; cf. -ot. So vb. xvii. 

pilule pill. xvi. - F. - L. pilula, dim. of pila ball, 
see -ule. 

pimento Jamaica pepper or allspice, tree yield¬ 
ing this. xvii. - Sp. pimiento - L. pigmentum 
pigment, in medL. spiced drink, (hence) spice, 
pepper. 

pimp pander, procurer, xvn. of unkn. orig. 
pimpernel fgreat burnet, salad burnet; plant 
Anagalhs arvensis. xv. - OF. pimpernelle (mod. 
pimprenelle), earlier piprenelle - Rom. *piper- 
inella f. *piperinus pepper-like, f. L. piper 

pepper, the fruit of burnet resembling 
peppercorn. 

pimple xiv. Nasalized form corr. to late OE. 
piplian (in prp.) break out into pustules; parallel 
to obs. and dial. var. pumple (xvi); of unkn. 
orig. 

pin peg OE.; pointed length of stiff wire used as 
a fastener xiv; (pi.) legs; skittles xvi. Late OE 
pinn, corr. to MLG. pin, (M)LG., (M)Du. pinne 
(Du. pin), OHG. pfinn (MHG. pfinne), Icel. pinni - 
L. pinna applied to various objects likened to a 
wing or feather, of uncert. orig.; cf. penna 
feather, pen1. Hence pin vb. xrv. pincushion 
xvii. pin-feather immature feather xvii. pin- 
money allowance made to a woman for dress, 
etc., typified by the pins used for fastening or 
adorning garments, xvii. pin-prick xix. 

pinafore xvm. f. pin vb. + afore, because orig. 
pinned over the dress in front. Hence pinny 
(-Y*) XIX. 

pinaster pine tree of south-western Europe 
xvi. - L. pinaster, f. plnus pine1; see -aster. 

pince-nez xix. - F., f. pincer pinch + nez nose. 

pincers xrv. ME. pi. pinsers, -ours - AN. * pin¬ 
cers, ours, f. OF. pincier, see pinch, -er1 

pinch compress between the tips of finger and 
thumb, the teeth, etc. xrv; nip as with cold, stint, 
restrict xvi. - AN., ONF. *pinchier, var. of OF. 
pincier (mod. pincer) Rom. *pinctiare, alt. of 
*punctidre (see puncheon1) by assoc, with *pik- 
PICK1. 

pinchbeck alloy of copper and zinc xvm; fig. 
counterfeit, spurious xix. Named after the in 
ventor, Christopher Pinchbeck (d. 1732), watch- 
and toy-maker of Fleet Street, London. 

pine1 tree of the coniferous genus Pinus. OE 
pin - L. pinus, coalescing in ME. with adoption 
of (0)F. pin. Hence pineapple A. tpine-cone 
xrv; B plant Ananas comosus, the collective 
fruit of which develops from a conical spike 
xvii. 

pine1 fafflict, torment OE.; fcause to languish 
or waste away xm; become wasted xv; be con¬ 
sumed with longing xvi. OE. pinian, corr. to 
MDu., MLG. pinen (Du. pijnen), OHG pinon, 
ON. pina, rel. to OE. *pine (ME. pine) pain, = 
OS., OHG. pina (Du. pijne, pijn, G. pein), ON. 
pina, Gmc. - medL. pena, L. poena. 

pinfold pound (later, fold) for cattle, etc. xrv. 
Late OE. pundfald, f. *pund pound1 +/a/d fold1; 

hence in ME. and mod. dial, forms pun(d)-, 
po(u)nd-, but from c.1400 assoc, with pind, OE. 
pyndan shut up, dam. and pin vb. enclose, bar 
up. 

ping xix. imit Hence ping-pong table-tennis, 
xix. 

pingnin (fruit of) W. Indian plant allied to the 
pineapple, xvn. of unkn. orig. 

pinion1 terminal segment of a bird’s wing, 
(gen.) wing. xv. - OF. pignon pi. w'ing-feathers, 
wings, (now only gable’) Rom. *pinnid, on-, 
augm. of L. pinna pin. Hence pinion vb. cut the 
pinions of; bind the arms of. xvi. 

pinion1 small cog wheel the teeth of which en 
gage with those of a larger one. xvii. - (0)F. 
pignon, alt. of tpignol Rom. *pineolus, f. L. 
pinea pine-cone, f. pinus pine1. 
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pink' (small flatbottomed) sailing vessel, xv. - 
MDu. pin(c)ke, small seagoing vessel, fishing- 
boat; ofunkn. orig. 

pink1 species of Dianthus\ fig. finest ‘flower’, 
embodied excellence of xvi; adj. of a pale red 
colour xvm; hence sb pink colour xix perh. 
short for |pink eye (see pink-eyed). 

pink* intr and tr. prick, pierce xrv, ornament 
(cloth, etc.) by cutting holes in it, (later) orna¬ 
ment with scalloped edges, etc. xvi. perh. of LG. 
or Du. orig. (cf. LG. pinken strike, peck), 

pink-eyed (dial.) having narrow or half-closed 
eyes. xvi. f. pink eyes - early Du. pinck oogen, 
i.e. pinck small (cf. Du. pink the little finger, 
etc ), ooghen, pi. of ooghe eye; see -ed*. 

pinnace xvi. - F. pinace, tpinasse - It. pinaccia 
or Sp. pinaza, which have been referred to Rom. 
*pindcea, f. L. pinus pine’, poet. ship, 

pinnacle pointed turret; mountain-peak xrv; 
highest pitch or point xv. - OF. pin(n)ocle (mod. 
pinocle) - late L. pinndculum, dim. of L. pinna 
feather, wing, pinnacle; see pin, -cle. 

pinnate xvm. - L. pinndtus feathered, winged, 
f. pinna; see pm, -ate*. Also pinnated xvm. 

pinoc(h)le (U.S.) game of cards resembling 
bezique. xix. of unkn. orig. 

pint xrv. - (O)F. pinte, of unkn. orig 
pintado tchintz; species of petrel; guinea-fowl, 
xvn. - Pg. pintado guinea-fowl, sb. use of pp. 
(‘spotted’) of pintar Rom. *pinctare, f. 
* pine t us, pp. of L. pingere paint. 

pintle (dial.) penis OE.; pin, bolt xv. OE. pintel, 
dim. f. a base repr. by OFris., LG., Du., G. pint] 
see -le*. 

pioneer soldier going in advance of an army to 
prepare the way xvi; first or original inves¬ 
tigator, etc. xvii. orig. pion{n)er - F. pionnier, 
OF. paonier, peon(n)ier, f. paon, peon (see 
pawn'); the suffix later assim. to -eer*. 

pious faithful to the duties owed to God, 
parents, etc.; practised for the sake of religion 
or a good object xvii. f. L. pius\ see -ous. Cf. F. 
pieux, perh. the immed. source, 

pip' disease of birds marked by secretion of 
thick mucus, xv. - MLG. pip, MDu. pippe, re¬ 
duced form corr. to OHG. pfiffiz WGmc. 
*pipit - medL. *pip{p)ita, presumably alt. of 
pituita mucus; pip. 

pip1 each of the spots on playing-cards, dice, etc. 
xvi; single blossom of an inflorescence xvm. 
Earlier peepe, of unkn. orig. 

pip* tpippin (apple) xvi; seed of fleshy fruits 
xvm. Shortening of pippin. 

pipe' musical wind instrument: hollow cylinder 
or tube OE.; tubular passage or canal xiv; nar¬ 
row tube used for smoking tobacco xvi. OE .pipe 
= OFris., MLG., MDu. pipe (Du. pijp), OHG. 
pfifa (G. pfeife), ON. pipa Gmc. *pipa - Rom. 
*pipa, f. L. pipdre peep, chirp, of imit. orig.; re¬ 
inforced in ME. by (O)F pipe. So pipe vb.’ OE. 
pipian play on a pipe. Hence piper ( er1). OE. 
plpere. Also vb.1 draw through a pipe xvi. 

pipe1 large cask for-wine, esp. as a measure 
of capacity, xiv. - AN. pipe, AL. pipa; spec, 
use of pipe' in the tense ‘tubular or cylindrical 
vessel’. 

pipe* account of a sheriff, etc. as sent in and 

enrolled at the Exchequer; department of the 
Exchequer concerned with these, xv. - AN. pipe, 
AL. pipa; perh. spec, use of pipe1, from the 
cylindrical shape of a roll (cf. pipe-roll xvii) or 
of a container. 

pipette xix - F., dim. of pipe pipe* , see -ette. 
pipistrelle small species of bat. xvm. - F. - It. 
pipistrello, alt. of vipistrello, repr. L. vesper tilio 
bat, f. vesper evening. 

pipit lark-like bird. xvm. prob. imit. of the bird’s 
short feeble note. 

pippin (dial.) seed of certain fruits, pip xm; 
variety of apple xv. ME. pepin, pipin - OF. pepin 
(mod. pepin), rel. to synon. Sp. pepita, It. pippolo, 
pipporo\ of obscure orig. 
piquant fpiercing, trenchant xvi; appetizing; 
exciting keen interest xvii. - F.. prp. of piquer 
prick, sting; see next. Hence piquancy xvn. 

pique tquarrel or animosity between persons; 
offence taken, xvi. - F., f. piquer prick, sting 
Roin. *piccdre pick1. Hence vb. xvn. 

pique cotton fabric with a raised pattern, xix. - 
F. pique, sb. use (‘quilted work, quilting’) of pp. 
of piquer prick, pierce, back-stitch; see prec. 

piranha see perai 
pirate sea-robber xv; marauder xvi; fig. of lit¬ 
erary or other plundering xvm. - L. plrata - Gr. 
peirath, f. peirdn attempt, attack, peira attempt, 
trial, f. *per-, as in peril. So piracy xvi. - AL. 
piratia - Gr. peirateid. piratical xvi. f. L. pira- 
ticus - Gr. peirdtikos. 

pirouette spinning round on one foot or on the 
point of the toe. xvm. - F., orig. kind of dice; of 
unkn. orig. 

pis-aller last resource, xvn. - F., f. pis (:- L. 
pejus) worse 4- aller go; based on phr. au pis alter 
‘at the worst procedure’. 

piscary right of fishing xv; fishing-ground 
xvn. - medL. pisedria fishing rights, n. pi. used 
sb. of L piscarius, f. piscis fish; see -ary. So pis¬ 
catorial xix, piscatory ( ory1) xvii. f. or - L. 
pisedtorius, f. pisedtor angler, f, piscari fish. 
Pisces twelfth zodiacal constellation and sign 
of the zodiac, xiv. pi. of L. piscis. piscina A. 
fishpond xvi; B. (eccl.) perforated stone basin 
for carrying away the ablutions at Mass xvm. 

pise clay or earth kneaded and used for build¬ 
ing. xvm. - F., sb. use of pp. of piserL. pinsdre 
beat, pound, stamp. 

pismire ant. xiv. ME. pissemyre, f. piss + mire 
ant (prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. Da. myre); so called 
from the urinous smell of an ant-hill, 

piss urinate, xm. - (O)F. pisser Rom. *pisare, 
of echoic orig. Hence sb. xiv. 

pistachio xvi. Earlier pistachie, pistace - OF. 
pistace, (also mod.) -ache, superseded by Sp. 
pistacho, ult. - L. pistacium - Gr. pistakion, ake, 
cf. Pers. pista. 

pistil (bot.) female organ of a flower, xvm. - F. 
pistile or L. pistillum pestle. 
pistol xvi. - F. pistole - G. - Czech pist’ala pipe 
pistol. 

pistole applied to various foreign gold coins, 
xvi. - F. pistole, shortening of pistolet (also Eng 
xvi). 

piston xvm. - F. - It pistone, var. of pestone 
pestle, rammer, augm. f. pest- in pestello pestle. 
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pit hole in the ground OE.; hell; hollow in a sur¬ 
face xm. OE. pyti = OFris. pett, OS. putti (MDu. 
putte, Du. put), OHG. pfuzzi (G. pfiitze pool, pud¬ 
dle) WGmc. *putti, puttja - L. puteus well, pit, 
shaft. Hence pit vb. put in a pit; make pits in xv; 
set (opponents) together in a (cock)pit; match, 
oppose xvm. pitfall xrv. 

pit-a-pat with palpitations, with light quick 
steps, xvi. Earlier pit pat, also a-pit-{a-)pat\ imit. 
of rapidly alternating sounds; cf. pitter-patter. 

pitch' black or dark brown resinous substance. 
OE. pic, corr. to OS. pik (Du. pek), OHG peh (G. 
pech), ON. bik, Gmc. - L. pix, pic-. Hence vb. OE. 
(ge)pician. 

pitch2 fthrust or fix in; fix and erect xin; set in 
order or in a fixed place; cast, throw xrv. The 
ME. conjugation pic(c)he, pihte, (i)piht suggests 
the existence of an OE. *picc(e)an, rel. to picung 
‘stigmata’, of unkn. orig. Hence pitch sb. act 
of pitching; inclination, slope xv; highest point; 
position taken up xvi. 

pitchblende (min.) native oxide of uranium, 
xvm. - G. pechblende, f. pech pitch1; see blende. 

pitcher large usu. earthenware vessel, xm. - 
AN. picher, OF. pichier (mod. picket), var. of 
bichierlateL. becarius 

piteous fpious; exciting pity xm; full of pity 
xrv. ME. pito(u)s, pituo{u)s, later pite(o)us - AN. 
pitous, OF. pitos, piteus Rom. *pietosus, f. L. 
pietds piety; see -eous 

pith medulla of plants; central or vital part OE.; 
might, mettle xm; core, marrow xv; gravity xvn. 
OE. pida, corr. to MLG., MDu. pit(te); of unkn 
orig. 

pithecanthrope ape-man. xix. - modL. pithe¬ 
canthropus, f. Gr. pithekos ape + anthropos man. 

pittance (hist.) pious donation xm; small 
allowance, orig. of food xiv; sparing allowance 
xvi. ME. pita(u)nce - OF. pi{e)tance food - popL. 
*pietantia, f. L. pietds piety; see -ance 

pitter-patter tpattering repetition xv; pit¬ 

a-pat xvii. of imit. orig. 

pituitary mucous, xvii. - L. pituitarius, f. 
pituita mucus, gum; see -ary. 

pity tclemency, mercy; compassion xm; tpiety 
xrv. ME. pite - OF. pite (mod. pitie) L. pietds, 
-tat- piety. In later L. pietds acquired the sense 
of compassion, kindness; OF. pite and piete had 
both senses, but were subsequently differ 
entiated, and this was reflected in the corr. Eng. 
forms as now used. Hence pity vb. xvi, pitiable 
xv, pitiful xrv, pitiless xv 

pivot sb. xvii. - (O)F pivot, of uncert. orig 
Hence vb. xix. 

pixie, pixy supernatural being akin to a fairy. 
xvii. of unkn. orig.; the ending is assoc, with 
-IE, -Y6. 

pizzicato xix. - It., pp. of pizzicare pinch, 
twitch, f. pizzare, f. (O)It. pizza point, edge, 

pizzle penis of a bull, etc. xvi (peezel, pysell) 
- LG. pesel, Flem. pezel, dim of MLG. pese, 
MDu. peze (Du. pees sinew, string, penis); cf. 
-el1, -le\ 

placable tagreeable xv; capable of being ap¬ 
peased, mild xvi. - OF placable or L. pldcabilis, 
f. pldcdre, pp. stem pldcdt-, whence placate xvii; 

see PLEASE, -ABLE. -ATE3. 

placard tlicence, ordinance, etc., orig. with a 
thin seal attached to its surface xv; tplate of 
armour, placket, etc.; sheet containing a notice 
on one side of it, to be posted up xvi. - F. tplac- 
quart, -ard (mod. placard), f. OF. plaquier (mod. 
plaquer) lay flat, plaster - MDu. p lac ken 

place fspace, room; portion of space xiii; space 
where people dwell; residence; particular spot, 
passage in a book, etc.; position; situation xrv; 
office, situation xvi. - (O)F. Rom. *plattja 
(after *plattus flat), for L. platea broad way, 
open space - Gr. plateia broad' way. fern, of 
platus broad. Hence place vb. xvi. 

placebo (liturg.) vespers for the dead. xm. First 
word of the antiphon to the first psalm in the 
office: ‘Placebo Domino in regione vivorum’ 
(Psalm 114: 9) I shall please the Lord in the land 
of the living. 

placenta (anat.) afterbirth; (bot .) part of carpel 
to which scales are attached, xvii. - L. - Gr. 
plakoenta (-ounta), accus. of plakoeis (-ous) flat 
cake, sb. use of adj. f. plak-, in plax flat sur¬ 
face. 

placer (U S.) deposit of sand, etc. xix. - Amer. 
Sp. placer deposit, shoal, rel. to placel sandbank, 
f. plaza = F. place place. 

placet vote of assent, xvi. - L. placet it pleases, 
3rd sg. pres. ind. of placere please. 

placid xvii. - F., or L. placidus pleasing, favour¬ 
able, gentle, f. placere please; see -id*. 

placket slit at the top of a skirt, xvii. alt. (by 
assoc, with -et) of plackerd, placard. 

plafond (archit.) ceiling, xvii (platfond). - F. 
tplatfond, now plafond, f. plat flat + fond bottom, 

plagal (mus.) pert, to an ecclesiastical mode 
having its sounds comprised between the domi¬ 
nant and its octave, xvi. - medL. plagblis, f. 
plaga plagal mode, f. L. plagius - rnedGr. 
pldgios, in ancient Gr. oblique, f. plagos side; 
see al'. 

plagiary fadj plagiarizing xvi; sb. fkidnapper; 
plagiarist; plagiarism xvii. - L. plagiarius kid¬ 
napper, literary thief, f. plagium man-stealing, 
kidnapping - Gr. pldgion. Hence plagiarism, 

-ist xvii, -ize xvm. 
plagio-, before a vowel or h plagi-, comb, form 
repr. Gr. pldgios oblique, f. plagos side. xix. 

plague fblow, wound; affliction; malignant epi¬ 
demic, pestilence, xiv. - L. plaga stroke, wound. 
(Vulg.) pestilence, infection, prob. - Gr. (Doric) 
plagd, (Attic) plegt, f. *pldg- strike, rel to L. plan- 
gere. Hence vb. xv. 

plaice xm. - OF. plaiz, plais, later plaise, 
pleisse - late L. platessa - unrecorded deriv. of 
Gr. platus broad. 

plaid outer garment of Highland costume xvi; 
stuff of which this is made xvii. - Gael, plaide = 
Ir. ploid blanket, of unkn. orig. 

plain clear, manifest xm; tflat, level, even; un- 
embellished; free from duplicity or ambiguity 
xrv; ordinary, simple xvi. - OF. plain, fern, -e 
L. planus, a, f. base *pla- flat, of obscure orig. 
Hence plainly xiv. So plain sb. fiat tract of 
country, xm. OF. plain (superseded by plaine 
L. coll. n. pi.) L. planum, sb. use of n< of adj. 
See also plane3 4. 

plain-sailing simple or easy course of action. 



plainsong : 

xrx. pop. use (assoc, with the adj. plain) of plane 
(tplain) sailing (xvn). i.e. navigation by a plane 
chart (xvn), on which the meridians and paral 
lels are represented by equidistant straight 
lines (a method approximately correct for short 
distances). 

plainsong music composed in the medieval 
modes and in free rhythm; simple musical 
theme, xvi. tr. medL. cantus planus, see plain, 

song. So plainchant xvm. - F. 
plaint (arch.) lamentation; complaint xm; state¬ 
ment of grievance made to a court of law xrv. 
ME. pleint(e) - (O)F. plainte, sb. use of pp. fern, of 
plaindre and OF. plaint, pleint (on which plainte 
was modelled)L. planctus, f. plangere lament, 

plaintiff xrv. - law F. plaintif, sb. use of 
(O)F. plaintif, fern, -ive (f. plainte plaint), 

whence plaintive fcomplaining xrv, expressive 
of sorrow xvi. 

plaister see plaster. 

plait fold of cloth or similar fabric (now pleat) 

xv; braided band of hair, straw, etc. xvi. - OF. 
pleit fold, manner of folding Rom. *plic(i)tum, 
sb. use of n. of plicitus, pp. of plicdre fold (see 
ply1). Hence vb. xiv. 

plan xvm (earlier plane xvn). - F. plan 
ground plan, alt. (after plan adj. plane4) of 
tplant, f. planter (vb.) plant, after It. pianta 
plan of an edifice. 

plane1 tree of the genus Platanus. xiv. - 
(Q)F. L. platanus - Gr. platanos, f. stem of 
platus broad. 

plane2 tool for smoothing surfaces, xiv. - (O)F., 
var. (under the infl. of vb. planer) of tplaine 
late L. plana planing instrument, f. planare 
PLANE*. 

plane* plane surface, xvn. - L. planum flat sur¬ 
face, sb. use of n. of planus plain. 

plane4 level, flat. xvii. refash, of plain adj. after 
F. plan, fern, plane. 

plane* tmake level or even; smooth with a 
plane xiv (alsopleyne, plaine, plain until xvm). - 
(O)F. planer L. planare, f. planus plain. 

planet t(old astron.) heavenly body having an 
apparent motion among the fixed stars xn; 
(mod. astron.) heavenly body revolving round 
the sun xvn. - (O)F. planete - late L. planeta, 
planetes (only in pi. planeta?, for older L. stellse 
errantes) - Gr. planetes wanderer (pi. asteres 
planetai wandering stars), f. planan lead astray, 
wander. So planetary xvn. - late L 

plangent loud-sounding, orig. of waves break 
ing on the shore, xix. - L. plangens, -ent-, prp. of 
plangere beat, strike noisily; see ent. 

pla*ii- comb form of L. planus plain, plane4, 

as in planimetry (xiv; - F. planimetrie), plani¬ 

sphere (xiv; - medL. planisphaerium). 
planish flevel xvi; flatten on an anvil, etc. xvn. 

f. planiss-, lengthened stem of OF. planir, f. 
plain plain, plane4, see -ish2. 

plank sb. xm. - ONF. planke (mod. dial, plan- 
que) = (O)F planche late L. planca plank, 
slab, sb. use of fern, of plancus flat, flat-footed! 
prob. rel. to Gr. plax flat surface. Hence plank 

vb. cover with planks xv; (orig. U S.) set down, 
deposit xix. 

plankton xix - G. - Gr plagktdn, n. ofplagktds 

platen 

wandering, drifting, f. base of pldzein strike, 
cause to wander. 

plant young tree or herb newly planted or in¬ 
tended for planting (OE.), xrv; member of the 
vegetable kingdom xvi. OE. plante, if it 
survived, coalesced in ME. with - (O)F. plante 
Rom. use of L. pianta shoot for planting (whence 
the OE. word), prob. f. plantdre, perh. orig. 
thrust in with the sole of the foot (pianta), 
whence plant vb. OE. plantian, reinforced in 
ME. from (O)F. planter. So plantation xv. - F. 
or L. 

plantain' plant of the genus Plantago. xrv. - 
(O)F. L. plantago, -agin-, f. pianta sole of the 
foot, so called from its broad prostrate leaves. 

plantain2 tropical plant allied to the banana; 
fruit of this. xvi. In early use also platan - Sp. 
pldtano, pldntano, identical with the forms 
meaning ‘plane-tree’. 

plantigrade walking on the soles of the feet, 
xix. - F., f. L. pianta sole; see -grade. 

plaque ornamental plate or tablet, xrx. - F. - 
Du. plak tablet. 

plash pleach, xv. - OF. plassier, plaissier 
Rom *plectiare, f. L. plectere weave, plait, 

plasma fform; green variety of quartz xvm; 
colourless coagulable liquid of blood xrx; ion¬ 
ized gas xx. - late L. plasma mould, image, f. Gr. 
pldssein fashion, form. 
plaster A. curative application cohesive to the 
skin OE.; B. plastic composition to be spread on 
a surface xiv. OE. plaster, corr. to OS. pldstar, 
OHG. phlastar (G. pflaster), ON. plastr - medL. 
plastrum, for L. emplastrum (prob. through the 
infl. of plasticus plastic) - Gr. emplastron, f. em- 
plastos daubed, plastered, f. empldssein, f. em-2 

+pldssein (see prec.); in ME. reinforced in sense 
B from OF. piastre (mod. platre). The once com¬ 
mon (now dial.) form plaister (xrv-xix) is based 
on occas. OF. plaistre, of obscure orig. P. of 
Paris (medL. plastrum parisiense) was orig. pre¬ 
pared from the gypsums of Montmartre, Paris, 

plastic characterized by moulding or model¬ 
ling, causing growth or development xvn; 
capable of being moulded xvm; of synthetic 
material xx. As sb., art of modelling figures 
xvi; plastic substance xx. - F. plastique or L. 
plasticus - Gr. plastikos, f. plastos, ppl. adj. f. 
pldssein; see plasma, -ic. 

plastron breast-shield xvi; ornamental front to 
a bodice; (nat. hist.) ventral part xix. - F. - It. 
piastrone, augm. of piastra breastplate (spec, ap¬ 
plication of the sense metal plate’, ‘lamina’) - 
L. emplastrum plaster. 

plat see plot. 

plate flat sheet of (precious) metal, etc. xiii; 
utensils of metal for the table or house, orig. of 
silver or gold xiv; shallow vessel for food xv. - 
OF. plate thin sheet of metal - medL. platta, sb. 
use of fern, of plattus flat (F. plat, etc.), of unkn. 
orig. In the last sense a separate word - (O)F. 
plat dish. Hence vb. cover with metal plates, xrv. 

plateau xviil - F. plateau, OF. platel, f plat, 
see prec , -el2. 

platen tpaten xv; flat plate of metal, spec, in a 
printing press xvi. - (O)F platine, f. plat flat (see 
plate) + -ine -ine4. 



platform 357 plexus 

platform tplane figure or surface; fplan of 
action, design; fsite of a building, etc.; level 
place for mounting guns xvi; raised level floor 
of planks, etc. xvm (spec, raised flooring in a 
hall from which speeches are delivered, 
whence, orig. US., basis of political or other 
policy xix). - F. plateforme plan, f. plate, fern, of 
plat flat (see plate) + forme form. 

platinum xix. alt., in conformity with metal- 
names in -um, of tplatina (xvm) - Sp., dim. of 
Plata silver. 

platitude xix - F., f. plat flat (see plate), after 
certitude, exactitude, etc.; see -tude. 

Platonic pert, to Plato, Greek philosopher 
(c.429-347 b.c.) xvi; P. love, tr. medL. amor pla- 
tonicus, used synon. with amor socraticus by 
Marsilio Ficino (xv) to denote the kind of 
interest in young men with which Socrates was 
credited xvn. - L. Platonicus - Gr. Platonikos, f. 
Platon: see -ic. So Platonism, Platonist xvi. 

platoon xvn. - F. peloton little ball, group of 
people, dim. of pelote pellet; see oon. 

platter xiv. - AN. plater, f. plat dish, sb. use of 
(O)F. plat flat (see plate). 

platy- comb, form of Gr. platus broad, as in 
platypus (xvm) - Gr. platupous flat-footed (see 
foot). 

plaudit xvn. Shortening of trisyllabic tplaudite 
(xvi), orig. appeal for applause at the close of a 
play - L. plaudite applaud!, 2nd pers. pi. imper. 
of plaudere clap the hands in approval 

plausible flaudable; facceptable, agreeable; 
having an appearance of truth or value, xvi. - 
L. plausibilis, f. plaus-, pp. stem of plaudere; see 
prec., ible. 

play exercise oneself, spec, by way of diversion, 
engage in (a game); perform on (a musical in¬ 
strument) OF.; move swiftly, briskly, freely; act 
the character of xiv. OE. pleg(i)an, plaegian = 
MDu pleien dance, leap for joy, rejoice; doubt¬ 
fully rel. to OFris. plega be wont, OS. plegan 
(Du. plegen), OHG. pflegan (G. pflegen) have 
charge of, attend to, be in the habit of. So play 
sb. OE. plega, plaega rapid movement, exercise, 
sport OE (cessation of work, being idle xvn); 
dramatic performance, drama xiv; action, deal¬ 
ing, as in fair p.,foul p. xvi; p. of, on, or upon 
words, after F.jeu de mots xvm. playhouse xvi 
(not continuous with OE. pleghiis theatrum’). 

plea (arch., dial.) action at law, suit xiii; plead¬ 
ing before a court xiv; that which is pleaded xv. 
ME. pie, also plai(t), plaid - AN. pie, plai, OF 
plait, earlier plaid agreement, lawsuit, dis¬ 
cussion - L. placitum decision, decree, sb. use of 
pp. n. of placere please. 

pleach intertwine (branches) to make a fence 
xrv. ME. pleche - OF *plechier (mod dial. 
plecher), var. of ple(i)ssier, pla(i)ssier plash. 

plead tgo to law, argue with xm; address the 
court as advocate xiv; maintain (a plea), allege 
formally xv. ME. plaide, plede - AN. pleder, OF. 
plaidier (mod. plaider), f. plaid plea. 

pleasance (arch.) pleasure; pleasantness xrv; 
pleasure ground xvi. - (O)F. plaisance, f. 
plaisant (whence pleasant xrv), prp. of ^plaisir 
please. 

please A. be agreeable (to), surviving in if 

you p., where you is orig. dat., B. be pleased be 
gratified, (hence) have the desire, choose, be 
good enough to xiv; intr. in the same sense xvi; 
C as imper., for tP you ‘may it p. you’, equiv. to 
‘be pleased’ xvn. ME plaise, plese - OF. plaisir 
(repr. by plaire)L. placere be pleasing, f. base 
of placare placate. So pleasure xrv. ME 
plesir - OF. plesir, (also mod.) plaisir Rom 
sb. use of the inf.; the final syll. was assim (xv) 
to -URE. Hence pleasurable xvi. 

pleat vb. fold (cloth), gather (drapery) into 
pleats xrv; sb. fold of cloth or drapery xvt. Early 
form plete, var. of plait. 

plebeian pert, to, a member of, the Roman 
plebs xvi; of low birth or rank xvn. f L. plebeius, 
f. plebs, pleb- commonalty of ancient Rome, 
perh. rel. to plenus full, Gr. plethos. plethus 
multitude; see -an. So plebiscite law enacted by 
the plebs xvi; direct vote of the whole electorate 
xix. - (O)F. plebiscite - L. plebiscitum, f. plebs, 
pleb+scitum ordinance, sb. use of n. pp. of 
sciscere approve, vote for, rel. to scire know. 

plectrum xvn. - L. plectrum - Gr. plektron, f 
pldssein strike. 

pledge bail, surety xiv; something handed over 
as security xv; token of favour or goodwill xvi; 
solemn promise xix. ME plege - OF. plege {mod. 
pleige)Frankish L. plebium (vi), corr to pleb- 
ire warrant, assure, engage, of unkn orig 
Hence pledge vb. xv. 

pledget compress of soft material, esp for 
application to wounds, xvi Early forms plaget, 
pleggat, pleget; of obscure orig. 
plenary xvi. - late L. plendrius, f. plenus full.; 
see -ary. plenipotentiary xvn. - medL pleni- 
potentiarius, f. L. potentia power; see potential, 
ary. plenitude fullness, xv. - OF - late L 
plenteous xm. ME.plentivous, -ifous. later plen 
tevous. plentuous, plentious, -eous - OF plen¬ 
tivous, -evous, f. plentif -ive, f. plente +-if, -ive 
-ive. plenty xm. ME. plenteth, later plente, -ee. 
ie - OF. plentet, mod. dial, plente L. plenitds, 
tat-. Also adj. xm. Hence plentiful xv. plenum 

A. space filled with matter xvii; B. full assembly 
xvm. - L. plenum, n. of plenus. 

pleistocene see eocene. 
pleonasm (rhet.) redundancy of expression, 
xvn (in L. form xvi). - late L. pleonasmus - Gr. 
pleonasmos, f. pleondzein be superfluous, f. 
pleon more, compar of polu much. So pleon¬ 
astic xvii. 

plesiosaurus one of a genus of extinct marine 
reptiles, xix f. Gr. plesios near + sauros lizard 

plethora (path ) condition marked by over 
fullness of blood, etc. xvi; excessive quantity 
xvn. - late L. plethora - Gr. plethdre fullness, 
repletion, f. pltthein be full. So plethoric xvii. - 
F - late L. - Gr. 

pleura (anat.) membrane lining the thorax and 
enveloping the lungs, xvii. - medL. - Gr. pleurd 
side, rib. So pleurisy inflammation of the 
pleura, xiv. - OF. pleurisie (mod. pleuresie) - late 
L. pleurisis, for earlier pleuritis - Gr. pleuritis. 
pleuritic xvi. - (Q)F. pleuretique - L pleuriti- 
cus - Gr. pleuritikos. pleuro- comb form of Gr. 
pleurd. 

plexus (anat.) network of fibres or vessels. 



pliable 3 

XVII. - modL plexus, f. plex-, pp. stem of pleetert 
interweave, plait. 

pliable xv. - F„ f. plier bend; see ply', -able 
So pliant xiv. 

pliers xvi. pi. of plier, agent-noun f. ply (vb ) 
bend; see ply1, -er1. 

plight' tdanger, risk OE., (arch.) undertaking, 
engagement xiii. OE. pliht = OFns, (M)Du 
plicht, OHG. phliht (G. pflicht duty), f. Gmc. 
*plex , whence OE. pleoh peril, risk. In the 
second sense in mod. use prob deduced from 
trothplight, which was orig. troth plight 
‘plighted troth’ Hence plight vb. pledge, 
engage, xiii. 

plight1 A. ffold, plait xiv; B. condition, state 
xiv. - AN. plit, var. of OF. ploit, pleit fold, plait. 
In sense B. perh. infl. by prec. 

plimsoU P.(’s) line, mark load-line on the hull 
of a ship xrx; rubber-soled sports shoe xx. Name 
of Samuel Plimsoll, English politician, to whose 
agitation the Merchant Shipping Act of 1876 was 
largely due. 

plinth xvii. - F. plinthe or L. plinthus - Gr. 
plinthos tile, brick, stone squared for building, 

pliocene see eocene. 
plod walk heavily; toil laboriously, xvi. of unkn. 
orig., but prob. symbolic. 

plop imit. of the sound made by a smooth object 
dropping into water, xix. 

plosive (phon.) stop consonant, xx. - F. 
plot A. small piece of ground xi; B. tground- 
plan, scheme, outline xvi; plan of a literary 
work xvii; C. secret plan, conspiracy xvi. Prop¬ 
erly three words; in A late OE. plot, of unkn. 
orig.; in B alt. of plat (early xvi, now U.S.), which 
was orig. a var. of plot in sense A, or (as in grass 
plat, etc.), partly assoc, with late ME. plat flat 
place or space (- (O)F. plat plate); in C super¬ 
seding earlier complot xvi (- (O)F. complot 
fdense crowd, secret project, of unkn. orig.) by 
assoc, with sense B. Hence plot vb. to make a 
plan of, contrive, xvi. 

plough, U.S. plow implement for cutting fur¬ 
rows in soil. Late OE. ploh - ON. plogr - OS. 
plog (Du. ploeg), OHG. phluog (G. p/lug)Gmc 
*pldsaz. Hence vb. xv. ploughland xiii unit of 
land assessment based on the area tillable by a 
team of eight oxen in a year, ploughshare xiv. 

plover xiv. - AN. plover, OF. plo(u)vier (mod. 
pluvier, alt. after pluie rain)Rom. *ploviarius, 
*pluviarius, f. L. pluvia rain, 

pluck A. pull off, draw forcibly xiv; B. reject 
(a candidate) in an examination xvm. Late OE. 
ploccian, pluccian, corr. to MLG. plucken, MDu. 
plocken, ON. plokka, plukka Gmc. *plukkon, 
*-ojan, a parallel form with mutation *plukkjan 
being repr. by OE. *plyccan (ME. plicchen), 
(M)Du. plukken, (M)HG. pflucken\ prob. all to be 
referred to Rom. *piluccare, whence OF. pelu- 
chier, etc., obscurely f. L. pilus hair, pile5. The 
origin of sense B is obscure. Hence pluck sb. 
act of plucking xv; heart, liver, and lungs of a 
beast, as being plucked’ out of the carcass xvii; 
(orig pugilistic slang) ‘heart’, courage, ‘guts’; cf. 
pluck up heart, etc. xvm. 

plug piece of wood, etc. to stop a hole, etc. xvii; 
cock of water-pipe; tobacco pressed into a cake 

plural 

xvm. - MLG., MDu. plugge (Du. plug), of unkn. 
ong. Hence plug vb. xvii. 

plug-ugly (U.S.) city ruffian, xix. of unkn. orig. 
plum (fruit of) tree of the genus Prunus OE.; 
dried grape or raisin (as in p. pudding) xvii. OE. 
plume, corr. to MLG. plume, MHG. pfliime (G. 
pflaume-, in OHG. pflumo plum-tree), ON. ploma 
(perh. - OE ), with by-forms (M)LG., MDu. 
prume (Du. pruim), OHG. pfriima - medL. 
pruna (see prune), orig. pi. of L. prunum plum 
(cf. prunus plum-tree), parallel to Gr. proumnon 
plum. The shortening of the vowel appears xiv 
in the sp. plumbe. 

plumage xv. - (O)F., f. plume plume; see -age. 
plumb ball of lead attached to a line, xm (now 
familiar chiefly in phr. out of p. out of the ver¬ 
tical, and p.-line xvi). ME. plumbe, prob. - OF. 
*plombe, repr. by plomme sounding-lead Rom. 
*plumba, later assim. to (O)F. plomb lead L. 
plumbum, of obscure orig. Hence plumb adj. 
vertical, adv. vertically xiv; plumb vb. sound 
with a plummet xvi. 

plumbago fyellow and red oxides of lead xvii; 
black lead, graphite xvm: genus of plants, 
leadwort xvm. - L. plumbago (i) lead ore, (ii) 
leadwort, flea-wort, f. plumbum lead (see prec.). 
Hence plumbaginous xvm. 

plumber worker in lead. xiv. - OF. plommier 
(mod. plombier) L. plumbarius, f. plumbum 
lead; see plumb, -er3. 

plume feather (now spec.), xiv. - (O)F. L. 
pluma. Hence vb. furnish with plumes xv; refl. 
of a bird, to dress its feathers xvm. 

plummer-block metal case for supporting a 
revolving shaft, xix (also plumber-, plomer). 
perh. f. a proper name. 

plummet lead weight attached to a line. xiv. 
ME. plomet - OF. plommet, plombet, dim. of 
plomb lead; see plumb, -et. 
plump1 fall or come down with heavy and ab¬ 
rupt impact xiv; trans. xv; blurt out xvi; vote for 
one candidate only xix. - (M)LG. plumpen = 
(M)Du. plompen fall into water; of imit. orig. In 
the last sense f. plump adv. (xvi), e g. refuse 
plump, tvote plump. 

plump3 tdull, blockish xv; of full and rounded 
form xvi. ME. plompe - (M)Du. plomp, MLG. 
plomp, plump blunt, obtuse, unshapen, block¬ 
ish, perh. ult. identical with prec. 

plumule (bot.) rudimentary shoot, etc. xvn; 
(ornith.) down-feather xix. - F. plumule or L. 
plumula, dim. of pluma plume; see -ule. 
plunder rob forcibly; appropriate wrongfully, 
loot. xvii. - (M)HG. plilndern - (M)LG. pliinderen 
pillage, sack, lit. to rob of household effects, f. 
MHG. plunder bedclothes, clothing, household 
stuff (modG. lumber, trash). Hence sb. xvii. 

plunge thrust or cast (oneself) into liquid; 
also fig. xiv. - OF. plungier, plongier (mod. 
plonger) Rom. *plumbicare, f. L. plumbum 
lead; see plumb. 

pluperfect xvi. f. L. plus quam perfectum ‘more 
than perfect’. 

plural (gram.) denoting more than one (or two); 
also sb. xiv. ME. plurel - OF. plurel (mod. plu- 
riel) - L. pluralis, f. plus, plur- more; see plus, 
al'. Hence plurally (-ly3) xiv. So plurality 



plus 359 polacre 

holding of two or more benefices concurrently 
by the same person xrv; state of being plural; 
majority xvi; U.S. excess of votes polled by the 
leading candidate above those polled by the next 
xrx. - (O)F. plurality - late L. pluralitds. pluri- 
comb. form ofL.plus.plur- more,plures several, 
used in various techn. terms, xix. 

plus verbal rendering of the sign +■ xvi; with 
the addition of xvn; (electr.) positive(ly) xvm. - 
L. plus more, earlier pious. 

plus-fours long wide knickerbockers so called 
because four inches are added to the usual 
length to produce the overhang, xx See prec., 
FOUR. 

plush kind of cloth having a longer nap than 
velvet xvi. - F. tpluche, contr. of peluche, f. OF. 
peluckier pluck. 

plutocracy xvn (thereafter not till xix). - Gr. 
ploutokratid, f. ploutos wealth, prob. rel. ult. to 
full; see -cracy. Hence plutocrat xix 

plutonic (geol.) pert, to the action of internal 
heat. xvm. f. Gr. Plouton (Pluto) god of the in 
femal regions + -ic 

pluvial (eccl.) cope. xvn. - medL. pluvidle 
‘rain-cloak’, sb, use of n. of L pluvialis, f.pluvia, 
pluere rain, see -al1. 

ply' (Sc.) plight, condition xv; fold, layer xvi (in 
earliest use Sc.); bend, turn, twist xvi (fig. from 
xvn). - (Q)F. pli, f. plier, fpleier (whence ply vb. 
bend, lit. and fig. xiv)L plicare, cf. fold*. 

ply1 apply, employ xiv; work away at; solicit 
earnestly xvi; (naut.) xvi. Aphetic of apply. 

pneumatic xvn. - F. pneumatique or L. pneu- 
maticus - Gr. pneumatikos, f. pneiima, pneumat- 
wind, breath, spirit; see -ic. 

pneumonia xvii. - Gr. pneumonia, f. pneumon, 
-on- lung, alt., by assoc, with pnein, pneusai 
breathe, of pleumdn, rel. to L. pulmo lung (cf. 
PULMONARY). 

poach1 cook (an egg) by dropping it without the 
shell into boiling water, xv. - OF pochier (mod. 
pocher) orig enclose in a bag, f. poche bag, 
pocket, poke'. 

poach2 encroach or trespass on land, etc., spec, 
steal game. xvii. perh. - (O)F. pocher in spec, 
use of ‘pocket’; see prec. 

pock pustule OE.; pi. xrv (cf. pox). Late OE. poc, 
pocc- = MLG., MDu. pocke (Du. pok, LG. pocke). 

pocket bag, sack, as a measure of hops, wool, 
etc.; small pouch attached to a garment, xv. - 
AN. poket(e), dim. of poke poke’, var. of OF. 
pochet(te). See -et. Hence pocket vb. xvi. 
pocket handkerchief xvm. 

pod xvii. prob. back-formation from dial, pod- 
ware, podder (xvi), of unkn. orig., which suc¬ 
ceeded to fcodware (xrv; see cod1, ware1). 

podagra gout. xv. - L. - Gr. podagra, f. pous. 
pod- foot + dgrd seizure, trap. Earlier tpodagre 
(xiii) - OF. 

podesta magistrate in Italian cities, xvi. - It. 
L. potestds, -tat- power, authority, magistrate 

podium projecting base xvm; (zool.) fore or 
hind foot xix. - L., elevated place, balcony - Gr. 
podion, dim. of pous, pod- foot. 

poem xvi. - (O)F. poeme or L poema - Gr. 
poema, early var. of poiema work, fiction, poet¬ 
ical work, f. poein, poiein make, create, rel. to 

Skr. cindti, cdyati assemble, heap up, construct, 
OS1. cinu arrangement, series. So poesy (arch.) 
poetry, poem xrv; fposy xv. - (Q)F. poesie - Rom. 
*poesia, for L poesa - Gr. poesis, poiesis cre¬ 
ation. poetry poem; see -y*. poet xm. - (O)F. 
poete - L. poeta - Gr. poetis, poietds maker, 
author, poet, poetaster xvi - modL. poetaster, 
see -aster, poetic xvi. - (Q)F. poetique - L. 
poetic us - Gr. po(i)etiko$ poetical xiv (rare 
before xvi). poetics treatise on poetry, as that 
of Aristotle, xvm. poetry xrv. - medL. poetria 

pogrom xx. - Russ, pogrom devastation, de¬ 
struction, f. gromit' destroy, 

poignant xrv. - (Q)F. L pungens, -ent-, prp 
of pungere prick; see -ANt. 

poinsettia xix f. name of J. R. Poinsett (d. 
1851), Amer minister to Mexico, discoverer of 
the plant; see -ia1. 

point A. minute part or particle xm; small mark, 
dot; precise position, time, fact, or quality xiv, 
B. sharp end xiv. In A - (O)F. point, in B - (O)F. 
points, repr. respectively L. punctum, sb, use of 
n. pp. of pungere prick, pierce, and Rom. (medL.) 
puncta, corr. use of the fem pp. So point vb. xiv. 
Partly - (O)F. pointer, partly f. the sb.; hence 
pointer in techn. uses from c.1500; rod to point 
with xvn; dog that indicates position of game 
xvm. Comp, point-blank direct (horizontal) 
aim or range; also adj. and adv. xvi. of unk? . 
orig., but presumed to involve the sb. blank 
‘white spot in a target'. 

pointillism method of impressionist painters 
consisting in the use of small dots of colour, 
xix. - F., f pointiller mark with small points or 
dots, f. pointille - It. puntiglio, f. punto = F 
point point; see -ism. 

poise fweight xv; balance, equilibrium xvi. - 
OF pois (mod. poids), earlier pets Rom 
*pesum, for L. pensum weight, sb. use of n. of 
pp of pendere weigh (cf. pendent). So poise 
vb. fweigh xiv; place or hold in equilibrium 
xvi. f. OF. poise, var of peise, stem-str. form 
oipeser Rom. *pesdre, for L pensdre, frequent 
of pendere 

poison t(deadly) potion xm; substance in¬ 
troduced into an organism that destroys life 
or injures health xiv ME. puison, poison - OF 
puison, (also mod.) poison (in OF. magic 
potion) L. potio, on- potion. So poison vb. 
xm. - OF. poisonner. 

poke1 bag, small sack (now dial, except in ‘to 
buy a pig in a poke’), xm. - ONF. poque, poke, 
var. of (O)F. poche (cf. pouch). 

poke2 thrust with the finger or a pointed in 
strument. xiv. - (M)LG., (M)Du. poken, of unkn 
orig. Hence (prob.) poke sb. projecting brim of 
a bonnet, xvm (so poke-bonnet xix). poker1 
( er1) instrument for poking a fire xvi. 

poker2 card-game, a variety of brag. xix. orig. 
U.S., of doubtful orig., but cf. G. poch{spiel) 
‘bragging game’, f.pochen brag, perh. cogn. with 
POKE2. 

polacre, polacca three-masted merchant ship 
of the Mediterranean, xvii. - F. polacre, polaque. 
It. polacra, polacca, identical with the words 
meaning ‘Polish, Pole’, but the reason for the 
name is unkn. 
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polder low-lying land reclaimed from the sea. 
xvii. prob. - MDu. poire, (mod.) polder. 

pole1 (orig.) stake; (later) long slender piece of 
wood used as a support OE.; linear measure of 
5} yards xvi square measure of 301 yards xvii. 

Late OE. pal, corr. to (M)LG. pal, MDu. pael (Du. 
paal), OHG. phal (G. pfahl), ON. pall, C-mc. - L. 
pal us stake, prop. 

pole* each of the two points in the celestial 
sphere xrv; each extremity (north and south) of 
the earth’s axis; each of two opposite points on 
surface of magnet at which magnetic forces are 
manifested xvi. - L. polus end of an axis - Gr. 
polos pivot, axis (see wheel). Cf. F pole, in 
part the source. So polar xvi. - F. polaire. It. 
polare, or medL. polaris; whence polarity xvii. 
polarize xix - Y.polariser. 

Pole tPoland, country of E. Europe xvi; native 
of this xvii. - G. Pole, sg. of Polen, in MHG. 
Polan, pi. -ane - (O)Pol. Polanie ‘plain-dwellers’, 
f. pole plain. So Polack (obs. in England; U S 
immigrant from Poland). xvii (earlier 
tPolaker). - F. Polaque, G Polack - Pol. Polak. 
Hence Polish xvm. 

poleaxe battle-axe xiv; halbert xvi. ME. 
pol([)ax, -ex - MDu. pol(l)aex, MLG. pol(l)exe, f. 
pol(le) poll’ + aex axe; later assoc, with pole'. 

polecat xiv (polcat). The first el. is of unkn orig. 
the second is cat. 

polemic disputatious, controversial, xvii. - 

medL. polemicus - Gr. polemikos f. polemos war; 
see -ic. Also polemical xvii. 

polenta porridge made from barley, chestnut 
meal, etc. xvi. - It.L.polenta pearl barley, rel. 
to POLLEN. 

police fpolicy; tcivil organization xvi; civil ad¬ 
ministration regulating public order; civil force 
appointed to maintain public order xviii. - F. - 
medL. politia for L. polltia polity Hence police¬ 

man, -woman xix. 
policy1 tgovernment, administration xrv; pru¬ 
dence in procedure; course of action deemed ex¬ 
pedient xv. - OF. policie (in first sense) - L. 
politia polity 

policy* in full p. of assurance or insurance 
document containing an undertaking to pay 
certain sums for loss of property, xvi (earliest 
form police). - F police - It. polizza prob. 
medL. apodissa, -ixa, alt. of L. apodixis - Gr. 
apodeixis demonstration, proof, 

poliomyelitis (path.) inflammation of the 
grey matter of the spinal cord. xix. f. Gr. polios 
grey + muelos marrow, see -ms. abbr. polio xx. 

poliorcetic pert, to siegecraft. xix. - Gr. 
poliorketikos, f. poliorkein besiege a city, f. 
polis city + orkein besiege. So poliorcetics xvi. 

-polis repr. Gr. polis city,, as in metropolis, 

necropolis. 

polish make smooth (and glossy) by friction 
xiii; refine xiv. ME. polisis) - poliss-, lengthened 
stem of (O)F. polir - L. polire, see -ish*. Hence 
sb. xvi. 

Polish see Pole. 
polite tpolished xv; refined xvi; of refined 
courteous manners xvii. - L .politus, pp. of polire 
POLISH 

politic fpolitical; characterized by policy. 

poly- 

shrewd, judicious xv; sb. pi. science and art of 
government xvi; political affairs or life xvii. - 
(O)F. politique - L. politicus - Gr. politikos civic, 
civil, political, f.polttes citizen, f. polis city, state; 
see -ic. So political xvi Comb, form politico- 
xviii. politician tschemer, intriguer; one 
versed in politics, xvi polity civil organization, 
form of government, xvi. - L. politia - Gr. 
politeid. 
polka xix. - G., F. polka - Czech, identical with 
the word meaning ‘Polish woman’. Cf. mazurka. 

poll' A. human head xiii; B. counting by heads, 
(hence) of votes xvii. perh. of Du. or LG. orig. (cf. 
obs. Du., LG. polle). Hence poll vb. cut short, cut 
off the hair of xiii (pp. pollid)\ cut off the head or 
top of xvi; count heads, record votes xvii. 

poll* in poll deed, deed poll, legal writing polled 
or cut even at the edge (not indented), xvi. orig. 
for pold, polled, pp. of poll vb. (see prec.). 

Foil var. of and contemp. with Polly xvii (Pall), 
as proper name of a parrot; alt. of Moll (xvi); see 
MOLL. 

pollack sea-fish allied to the cod. xvii. Earlier 
Sc. podlok (xvi), later podley, of unkn. orig 

pollard horned animal that has lost its horns 
xvi; tree that has been polled or cut back xvii. f. 
poll' + -ARD Hence vb. xvii. 

pollen ffine flour xvi; (bot.) powdery substance 
produced by the anther xviii. - L. pollen flour, 
fine powder, rel. pulvis powder. 

pollicitation promising, promise (spec. leg.), 
xvi. - F. or L. pollicitatio, f. pollicitdri bid at 
auction, f. polliceripromise; see -ation. 

polliwog, polly- (dial, and U.S.) tadpole, xv. 
ME. polwygle, later porwigle (xvii), polwigge 
(xvi), polliwig, polliwog (xix); f. poll'+ wiggle 
and synon. dial. wig. 

pollute render impure, xiv. f. pollut-, pp. stem 
of L. polluere, f. *por- pro-' + base of lutum mud. 
So pollution xrv. - (O)F. pollution or late L. 
pollutio, -on-. 

Polly, polly female name used for a parrot. 
xvii (Poolye). dim. of Poll; see -y*. 

polo xix. - Balti polo ball, 
polonaise female dress orig. suggested by that 
of Polish women; slow dance of Polish origin. 
xviii. - F., sb. use of fern, of polonais Polish, 

polonium (chem.) radioactive metallic ele¬ 
ment xix. - F., f. medL. Polonia Poland (see 
-ium); so called from the Polish nationality of 
Mme Curie, who, with her husband, discovered 
it in pitchblende. 

polony sausage of partly cooked pork, xviii 
(pullony sausage), prob. for Bolognian sausage 
(xvi), Bologna, a town in Italy, being noted for a 
kind of sausage. 

poltergeist xix - G., f. poltern make a noise, 
create a disturbance + geist ghost. 

poltroon xvi. - F. poltron, ipoultron - It. pol- 
trone sluggard, coward, perh. f. tpoltro bed (as 
if‘lie-abed’). 

poly- repr. Gr. polu-, comb, form of polus, polii 
much, pi. polloi many (cf. full); in many techn. 
terms, polyanthus xviii. modL. (Gr. anthos 
flower), polychrome xix. - F. - Gr. polu- 
khrornos (khrdma colour), polygamous xvii 
practising polygamy xvi. - F. polygamie - 
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ecclGr. polugamia (gamos marriage), polyglot 

xvii. - F polyglotte - Gr. poluglottos <glotta 
tongue), polygon xvi. - late L. polygonum - 
Gr. polugonon (gon). So polygonal xvm. 
polyhedron xvi. - Gr. poluedron (hedron). 

polymath xvii. - Gr. polumathis (mantha- 
nein learn), polynomial xvii. after binomial. 

polysyllable xvi. f. medL. polysyllaba. poly¬ 

technic dealing with various arts. xix. - F 
poly technique, f. Gr. polutekhnos. polytheism 

xvii. - F. polytheisme, f. Gr. polutheos. 
polyp (path ) polypus xiv; foctopus, cuttle-fish, 
or the like xvi; applied gen to animals of low 
organization xvm. - F. polype - L. polypus (see 
next). 

polypus (path.) tumour usu having tentacle¬ 
like ramifications xiv; fhydra, octopus, etc. 
xvi. - L. - Gr. (Doric, Aeolic) ptilupos, var. of 
Attic polupous cuttle-fish, f. polus poly- spoils 
FOOT. 

pomace mash of crushed apples in cider¬ 
making xvi (pomes, pomois). - medL pomdcium 
cider (f. L. pomum apple), with transference of 
sense. 

pomade scented ointment for the skin and hair 
(in which apples are said to have been orig. an 
ingredient), xvi. - F. pommade - It. pomata 
medL. *pomata, fern. corr. to n. pomatum (f. L. 
pomum, as prec.), also used in Eng. from xvi; 
see -ADE. 

pomander ball of aromatic substances carried 
as a preservative against infection, xv. The orig. 
form is repr. by pom(e)amher (xvi) - AN. *pome 
ambre, for OF. pome d'ambre - medL. pomum 
ambrae, pomum de ambra ‘apple of amber’. 

pomegranate xrv (the earliest forms have 
poum- and metathetic -garnet, -garnade). - OF 
pome grenate, p garnate, etc., i.e. pome (:- Rom 
*poma for L. pomum) apple, grenate (mod 
grenade) pomegranate Rom. *grandta for L. 
granatum ‘having many seeds’ (see grain). 

pommel fround body or prominence; knob 
terminating the hilt of a sword xiv; saddle¬ 
bow xv. - OF. pomel (mod pommeau) :- Rom. 
*pomellum, dim. of L. pomum fruit, apple. Hence 
vb beat as with a pommel, xvi 

pomology science of fruit-growing, xix. - 
modL. pomologia, f. L. pomum fruit, apple; see 
-OLOGY. 

pomp splendour, magnificence; ostentatious 
display, xiv. - (O)F. pompe - L pompa - Gr 
pomp$ sending, solemn procession, parade, 
display, rel. to pempein send. So pompous 
xrv. - (O)F pompeux - late L. pomposus 

pompadour designating dress, hairstyle, 
furniture, colour, etc. named after the Marquise 
de Pompadour (d. 1764), mistress of Louis XV of 
France, xvm. 

pom-pom automatic quick-firing gun xix 
imit. of the sound of the discharge, 

pompon ornament on a long pin xvm; globular 
chrysanthemum xix - F., of unkn. orig 

poncho S Amer cloak, xvm. - S. Amer. Sp. - 
Araucanian 

pond xiu. ME po(o)nde, pounde, identical with 

pound2, which survives dial in this sense, 

ponder festimate the value of; weigh mentally. 

meditate upon xiv; intr xvii - (O)F ponderer 
consider (mod balance, moderate) - L pon- 
derdre weigh, reflect upon, f. pondus, ponder 
weight, rel. to pendere weigh; see pendent 

ponderous physically weighty xrv, laboured in 
manner xvm. - L ponderosus, f. pondus, ponder- 
weight; see prec., -ous 

pone bread of N. Amer. Indians made of maize 
flour xvii of Algonquian orig 

pongo large anthropoid ape xvii. - Congolese 
mpongo. 

poniard dagger, xvi. - F. poignard, repl. OF. 
poignal - medL. pugnahs, n. -ale, f. L. pugnus 
fist; cf. -ard 

pontiff member of the principal college of 
priests in ancient Rome; bishop, spec. pope. 
xvii. - F. pontife - L. pontifex, -fic-, f. pons, pont 
(see next) +facere, -fic- make, do' So pontifical 

adj. xv; sb. pi bishop’s vestments xiv; book of 
episcopal rites xvi. - L. pontificate officiate as 
bishop, xix. f. pp. of medL. pontificdre 

pontoon1 boat (or other vessel), of which a 
number are used to support a temporary bridge 
xvii (ponton) - (O)F ponton L. ponto, on 
punt, bridge of boats, f. pons, pont- bridge, rel. to 
Indo-Iran. and Balto-Slav. words, with Gr. patos, 
meaning ‘road’, ‘path’, but the relevance of the 
sense in pontiff (if this is path-maker’) is not 
clear; see -oon 

pontoon2 app. alt. of F. vingt-(et-)un ‘twenty- 
one’ (card game), xx. 

pony xvii. orig. Sc. pown(e)y, of uncert. orig.; 
perh. for *poulney - F. poulenet, dim. of poulain 
foal late L. pullamen, orig. coll f. L. pullus 
young animal (cf. foal). 

poodle xix. - G. pudel, taken to be short for 
pudelhund, f. pudeln splash in water, the poodle 
being a water-dog. 

pooh int. xvii. of imit. orig. 
Pooh-Bah name of a character in W. S. 
Gilbert’s ‘The Mikado’ (1885) who holds many 
offices at the same time; joc. made up from the 
disdainful excls pooh and bah. 

pool1 small body of still water. OE. pol = 
(M)LG., MDu. pol (Du. poel), OHG. pfuol (G. 
pfuht), f. WGmc. *pol-, rel. to OE pyll creek; 
further relations uncert. 

pool2 collective amount of stakes in a card 
game, tgame at cards xvii; transf of other 
games, (hence) common fund, combine xix. - F. 
poule stake, prop, hen (see pullet); assoc with 
pool’. Hence vb. xix 

poop stern of a ship. xv. - OF. pupe, pope (mod. 
poupe)Rom. *puppa, for L. puppis stern 

poor having few or no possessions xm. ME. 
povere, pou(e)re, pore - OF. povre, (also dial.) 
poure (mod pauure) L pauper (Rom. *pau- 
perus), rel. to few 

pop1 sb , vb., int., and adv., of imit. orig The 
earliest uses (xiv), surviving dial., of sb. and vb 
have reference to rapping or knocking; not rec¬ 
orded for abrupt explosive sound before xvi; vb 
put, move suddenly xvi; (si.) pawn xvm; pop the 
question xvm; sb. effervescing beverage xix. 
comps, pop-corn for popped corn xix (U S ); 
pop-eyed, -eyes (having) prominent eyes xix, 
pop-gun xvii; popping-crease (cricket) xvm. 
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pop* see papa. 

pope1 the Head of the R.C.Ch. OE. papa - ecclL. 
papa bishop - ecclGr. papas, papas bishop, 
patriarch, later form of pappas father (see 
papa). Hence popery, popish xvi. 

pope* parish priest of the Orthodox Church in 
Russia, etc. xvn. - Russ. (OS1.) popu - WGmc. 
*papo (cf. OHG. pfaffo) - later Gr. papas: see 
PAPA, POPE1. 

popinjay (arch.) parrot xm; vain or conceited 
person xvi. ME. pape(n)iai, pope(n)iay, -gay - 
AN. papeiaye, OF. papegay, papingay (mod. 
papegai) - Sp. papagayo - Arab, babaga’; the 
final syll. is assim. to jay. 

poplar xrv. ME. popler(e) - AN. popler, OF. po- 
plier (mod. peuplier), f. popleL. populus. With 
the form poplar (xvi) cf. contemp. briar, cedar, 
medlar. 

poplin xviii. - F. tpapeline, dubiously held to 
be from It. papalina, sb. use of fern, of papalino 
papal, and to be so named because orig. 
manufactured at Avignon, which was a papal 
town from 1309 to 1791; see -ine1. 

poppa see papa. 

poppet small person or human figure, (hence) 
pet xrv; fpuppet xvi; (naut.) short piece of wood 
xix. of obscure orig.; based uit. on L. pupa, 
puppa girl, doll; cf. puppet, and see et. 

popple tumble as water, boil or bubble up. xrv. 
perh. - (M)Du. popelen murmur, babble, quiver, 
throb, of imit. orig. Hence sb. and popply xix. 

poppy OE. popzeg, papseg, later popig *papag, 
*popag, for *pdpau - medL. *papauum, alt. of L. 
papdver. 

popsy-wopsy endearing appellation for a girl, 
xix. redupl. formation on dial, pop (f. poppet) 

+ -sv. 
populace xvi. - F. - It. popolaccio, -azzo, f. po- 
polo = F. peuple people, with pejorative suffix 
(:- L. -aceus -aceous). So popular pert, to the 
people xv; finding favour with the people xvil - 

AN. populer, OF. populeir (later and mod. popu¬ 
late) or L. popular is. Hence (or - F.) popu¬ 
larity xvii, popularize xviii, populate ( ate*) 

xvi f. pp. stem of medL. populdre. population 
tinhabited place xvi; number of people xvii. - 

late L. populalio, on-, populous xv. - late L. 
populdsus. 

porcelain xvi. The earliest forms in -ana, -an 
are It. or immed. - It.; superseded by forms - F 
porcelaine, earlier pourcelaine - It. porcellana 
cowrie, polished substance of this, (hence) china 
ware (from its resemblance to this substance), 
deriv. in fern. adj. form of porcella, dim. of porca 
sow L. porca. fern, of porcus swine; the shells 
are said to have been so named from their re 
semblance to the vulva of a sow. 

porch covered approach to a building xiii; the 
P., allusively with ref. to the Stoic school xvii. - 
(O)F. porche L. porticus colonnade, gallery, 
porch (cf. Stoic), f. porta ‘passage', port*. 

porcine swine-like. xvii. - F. porcin, -ine or L. 
porcinus, f. porcus swine; see -ine1. 

porcupine xrv. ME. pore despyne, later porke-, 
porcupine - OF. pore espin (also pore d’espine), 
mod. porc-epic - Pr. pore espi(n)Rom. *porco 
spinus, f. L. porcus pig + spinus spine. 

pore1 minute orifice in a body. xrv. - (O)F. - L. 
porus - Gr. poros passage, pore, f. *por- *per- *pr, 
see ford. So porous xiv. - (O)F. poreux - medL. 
pordsus. porosity xrv - medL. 

pore* look intently, xm. ME. p{o)ure, powre, 
perh.OE. *purian, f. *pur-, a mutated form of 
which (OE. *pyran) may be the source of synon. 
ME. pire (xrv ). See peer*. 

porlsra geometrical proposition in ancient Gr. 
mathematics, xrv (thereafter not before xvii). - 

late L. porisma - Gr. porisma deduction, corol¬ 
lary, problem, f. porizein carry, deduce, f. poros 
way, passage; see pore1, -ism. 

pork flesh of the pig used as food xm; fswine, 
pig xrv. - (O)F. pore - L. porcus swine, hog (see 
farrow). Hence porker (er1) pig raised for 
food xvii. 

pomographer xix. f. F. pornographe - Gr. 
pornogrdphos, f. porne prostitute; see -grapher. 

So pornographic, -ography xix. 
porphyry xrv. Three types are found: (i) por- 
furie, -firie, (ii) purfire, porphire, (iii) porphyry; 
all ult. - medL. porphyreum, for L. porphyrites - 
Gr. porphurttes, f. porphuros purple. 

porpoise xiv. ME. porpa(y)s, -poys - OF. po{u)r- 
pois, -peis, -paisRom. *porcopiscis, f. L. porcus 
swine, piscis fish. 

porrect (techn.) stretch out xv; put forward 
xviii. f. porrect-, pp. stem of L. porrigere, f. por- 
= pro-1 +regere stretch, direct; cf. direct. 

porridge tpottage or soup xvi; soft food made 
with oatmeal xvii. alt. of pottage, intermediate 
forms being repr. by podech (xvi), podditch, 
-idge. 

porringer bowl for liquid food. xvi. alt., 
through the var. tpoddinger (xv), of (dial.) pot- 
tinger, tpotinger (xv), fpoteger - (O)F. potager, 
f. potage; see potage, -er*. 

port' harbour, haven; town having a harbour. 
OE. - L. portus (see ford), rel. to porta (cf. next). 
In ME. prob. a new word - (O)F. 

port* gate, gateway, spec, of a city or walled 
town xiii; opening in the side of a ship xrv. - 
(O)F. porte L. porta (cf. prec ). Hence port¬ 
hole xvi. 

port® (arch.) carriage, bearing xiv; fstyle of liv¬ 
ing, state xvi. - (O)F. port, f. porter carry, bear 
L. portare (if orig. transport, bring into port), f. 
portus port1. Hence portly fof dignified bear¬ 
ing, imposing; large and corpulent, xvi. 

port4 left side of a vessel looking forward, xvii 

(but no doubt earlier, cf. the vb.). prob. orig. the 
side turned towards the port (port1) or place of 
lading (cf. larboard). Hence vb. put (the helm) 
to port. xvi. 

port® red (also white) wine of Portugal, xvn. 
Short for fOporto wine, later fOporto, tPorto, 
prop, wine from Oporto (Pg. O Porto ‘the port’; 
see port1), the chief port of shipment for 
Portuguese wines. 

portable xiv. - (O)F. portable or late L. por- 
tdbilis, f. portare carry; see port®, -able. So 
portage transportation, carriage; mariner’s 
venture in cargo, xv. - F. 

portal1 stately doorway or gateway, xiv. - OF. - 
medL. portale, sb. use of n. of portdlis, f. porta 
port*; see -al1. 
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portal* (anat.) pert, to the porta or tranverse 
fissure of the liver xix. - modL. portalis (see 
prec.). 

portcullis xiv. ME. port colice, -coles, -(e)cules, 
porcules - OF. porte coleice, i.e. porte door 
(port*), col(e)ice, coulice, fern, of couleis gliding, 
sliding Rom. *coldticius, f. L. colare, -at- filter, 

portend xv. - L. portendere, f. *por- = pro-1 
+ tendere stretch. So portent ominous sign xvi; 
prodigious thing xviii. - L. portentum strange 
sign, monster, portentous xvi. - L. portentosus. 

porter1 door-keeper, xui. - AN. porter, (O)F. 
portier - late L. portarius, f. porta port*; see -er* 

porter* bearer, xrv. - OF. port(e)our (mod. por- 
teur)medL. portdtor, -dr-, f. portdre carry; see 
PORT*, -ER1, OR1. 

porter* kind of dark-brown beer, xviii. Earlier 
porter or porter's ale, presumably so named 
because drunk chiefly by porters and the like. 
Comp, porterhouse (U.S,) house where porter 
and other malt liquors are sold; transf. of steaks, 
etc. supplied there, xix. 

portfolio case for keeping papers xviii; such a 
case for state documents, (hence) office of 
a minister of state xix. Earlier porto folio, 
portefolio - It. portafogli, f. porta, imper. of 
portare = F. porter carry (see port*)+fogli, pi. 
of foglio = OF. foil leaf, foil*; alt. by assim. to 
F. portefeuille. 

portico roofed walk supported on columns. 
xvii. - It. portico L. porticus porch. 

portiere curtain hung over a doorway, xix. - 
F., f. porte door, port* + -iere (:- L. -aria -ary). 

portion part allotted, share xin; part of a whole 
xiv. - OF. porcion, (also mod.)portion - L. portio, 
-on-, attested first in phr. pro portione portion 
ally, in proportion. So portion vb. apportion 

xrv; dower xviii. - OF. portionner (medL 
portionare). 
portmanteau case for carrying clothing, etc. 
xvi. - F. portemanteau official who carries a 
prince’s mantle, valise, clothes-rack, f. porter 
carry (see port*) + manteau mantle. 

portrait xvi. - F., sb. use of pp. of OF. portraire 
picture, depict (whence portray xiv), f. por- (:- 
L. pro-1) + traire draw (:- Rom. *tragere, for L. 
trahere). So portraiture xrv. - OF. 

pose1 A. fsuppose or assume xiv; lay down (a 
claim, etc.) xvi; B. place in or assume an attitude 
xix. - (O)F. poser late L. pausare cease, pause; 

in Rom. this vb. took over the senses of 
L. ponere, pt. posui, pp. positum place (see 
position) and became its regular repr. So pose 

sb. attitude, xix. - F. 
pose* finterrogate xvi; perplex, nonplus xvi. 
Aphetic of pappose (xiv) - OF. aposer, var. of 
opposer oppose. Hence poser examiner xvi; 
puzzling problem xviii. 

posh (si.) tiptop, ‘swell’, xx. of unkn. orig 
posit (chiefly in pp.) situate, place; assume, lay 
down as a basis, xvii f. posit-, pp. stem of L 
ponere place. So position flaying down, affir¬ 
mation, proposition stated xv; place occupied 
xvi; posture, attitude xviii. - (O)F. or L., f. posit-, 
rendering Gr. thesis thesis, thema theme, posi¬ 

tive formally or explicitly stated xm; un¬ 
qualified xv; dealing with fact xvi; affirmative, 

additive xvii. - (O)F. or L. positivism (philos.) 
xix. - F. positivisme, for earlier philosophic posi¬ 
tive. positron xx. f. posi(tive), (elec)tron. 

posse A. potentiality (often in phr. in p. 
potential(ly) xvi; B. body of men that a sheriff 
may call to arms, (hence) armed force, strong 
band xvii. - medL. sb. use of L. posse be able 
(see potent1); in A from scholastic terminology, 
in B for posse comitdtus ‘force (power) of the 
county’. 

possess foccupy, inhabit; hold as property; put 
in possession, xv - OF. possesser, f. L. possess-, 
pp. stem of possidere, f. potis (see potent) 

ysidere, rel. to sedere sit. So possession xrv. - 
(O)F. or L. possessive (gram.) xvi. - L. 
possessions. 

posset (hist.) drink of hot milk curdled with ale, 
etc. xv. of unkn. orig. 

possible xiv. - (O)F. possible or L. possibilis, f. 
posse be; see potent, -ible. So possibility xrv. - 
(O)F. or late L. 

possum Aphetic of opossum; now esp. in colloq 
phr. (orig. U.S.) play p. pretend to be disabled, 
with ref. to the opossum’s feigning death when 
attacked, xvn. 

post1 stout piece of timber set upright. OE. - L. 
postis, perh. f. por- pro-1 + base of stare stand; 

prob. reinforced in ME. from OF. and MLG., 
MDu. Hence post vb.1 affix to a post, xvii; 

whence poster bill or placard posted or dis¬ 
played. xix. 

post* fmen with horses stationed along a route 
to carry the king’s ‘packet’ or other letters from 
stage to stage; fcourier, postman; fmail-coach, 
packet-boat xvi; single dispatch of letters, the 
mail; short for post-office, public department 
having the conveyance of letters xvii; short for 
post-paper, size of writing-paper, orig. bearing 
as water-mark a postman’s horn xviii. - F. 
paste - It. posta - Rom. *posta, contr. of L posita, 
fern. pp. of ponere place (see posit). Used adv., 
with post-horses, with haste xvi; e g. ride p., 
orig. in phr. ride in p. Hence or - F. poster, post 
vb * xvi. postage carriage of letters xvi; charge 
for this xvii. postal ( al1) xix. - F. Comps, post¬ 
card xix. post-haste fspeed in travelling; adv. 
with all haste, xvi. postmaster1 xvi, post 
office xvii. 

post* soldier’s station xvi; position taken up by 
a body of soldiers; position of employment xvii; 

(naut.) position as full-grade captain xviii. - F. 
poste - It. posto - Rom. *postum, contr. of popL. 
positum, pp. of ponere place (cf. prec.). 

post4 pile of hand-made paper fresh from the 
mould, xviii. - G. posten parcel, batch, lot - It. 
posto POST*. 

post® (esp. in first, last p.) bugle-call warning of 

the hour for retiring for the night, xix. prob. 

short for call to post or the like (post*, first 

sense). 

post® L. prep. & adv., earlier poste, *posti, ‘after’; 

current in phrases such as p. bellum after the 

war.p. meridiem after midday .postpartum after 

childbirth. 

post- comb form of post® as in post- 

communion (liturg.) part of the Eucharistic 
service following the communion xv (- medL.); 
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post-date affix a later date to xvn; post-obit 
taking effect after a person’s death xviii; post¬ 
pone put off, defer xvi; place after xvii (orig. 
Sc - L. postponere; so postposition t(Sc.) post 
ponement; placing after xvn); postprandial 
occurring after dinner xix (L. prandium), post¬ 
script something added after the signature to a 
letter xvi (- L. postscriptum, sb. use of n. pp. of 
postscribere). 

poste restante xviii. - F., post remaining’ 
(see rest). 

posterior latter xvi; hinder xvn; sb. t(usu. pi.) 
descendants xvi; hinder parts, buttocks xvn. - 
L. posterior, com par. of poster us following, 
future, f post after; see post*, -ior. So posterity 

xrv. - F. - L. 
postern back or side door. xm. - OF. posterne 
(mod. poterne), alt. of poster lelate L. posterula, 
dim f. posterus that is behind (see prec). 

posthumous born after the father’s death; ap¬ 

pearing or occurring after death, xvn. f. L. post- 
umus last of all, spec, applied as in first sense, 

used as superl. of post after (see post*), later 

assoc, with humus ground, humare bury, 

whence the sp. with h. 
postil marginal note or comment, series of 
these, xv. - OF. postille medL. postilla, of un 
cert, orig 

postil(l)ion fforerunner xvi; post boy, swift 
messenger; one who rides the near horse of a 
pair xvii. - F. postilion - It. postiglione post’s 
boy, f. posta post2. 

postmaster2 scholar of Merton College, 
Oxford xvi. of unkn. orig. 

postulant xviii. - F. postulant or L. postuldns, 
-ant-, prp of postuldre demand; see next, 

postulate fdemand xvi; proposition claimed to 
be granted, (geom.) problem of self evident 
nature xvn. - L. postuldtum (also used), sb. use 
of n. pp. of postuldre, prob. f. base of poscere (see 
pray) So vb. xvi. 

posture tposition; disposition of parts, attitude, 
xvn. - F. - It. postura L. positura position, 
situation, f. posit-, pp. stem of ponere place, see 
position, -ure. 

posy A. (arch.) motto, orig. line of verse; B. nose 
gay. xvi. contr. form of poesy. 

pot round or cylindrical vessel used as a con 
tainer Late OE pott, corr. to OFris., (M)LG., 
(M)Du. pot - popL. *pottus (whence (O)F. pot), 
of unkn. orig.; prob. reinforced in ME. from OF. 
The north, word meaning deep hole, pit (xiv) 
may be identical or may be of Scand. orig.; so 
prob pot-hole xix. comb, pothook hook to 
hang over a fireplace xv; hooked character in 
writing xvii. pot-hunter tperh. sycophant, 
parasite xvi; sportsman who shoots anything he 
comes across xviii; (si.) one who competes in a 
contest merely for the prize xix. pot-luck one’s 
chance of what may be in the pot ready for a 
meal xvi. potsherd (arch.) fragment of earth¬ 
enware xiv. pot shot shot taken at game 
merely to provide something for the pot, shot 
aimed directly at something within reach, xix. 
potwaller householder qualified to vote as hav¬ 
ing a separate fire place, xviii. lit. ‘pot boiler’; 
alt. to pot-walloper (xviii) by assim. to wallop 

potable xvi. - F. potable or late L. potdbilis, f. 
potare, see potion, -able. So potation xv. - 
OF. - L 

potage soup. xvi. - (O)F. (see pottage). 

potash (pi.) lixiviated ashes of vegetables 
evaporated in pots xvii; potassium carbonate 
(which these contain in crude form); hydroxide 
or monoxide of potassium xvin. - Du. potasschen 
(mod. potasch); see pot, ash2. So F. potasse, 
whence potass xviii. potassa xix. modL. form, 
appropriated to potassium monoxide by Davy, 
who (1807) coined the name potassium to des¬ 
ignate the metallic element which is the basis of 
potash. 

potato A. (tuber of) Ipomoea batatas, now dist. 
as sweet or Spanish potato; B. (tuber of) Sola- 
num tuberosum, widely cultivated for food, 
xvi. - Sp. patata, alt. of Taino batata (sense A); 
the transference to sense B was due to the like¬ 
ness of the two plants in producing esculent 
tubers. 

potent1 powerful, xv. - L. potens, -ent-, prp. of 
*potere, posse be powerful or able, for potis esse', 
the base *pot- is repr. also by Skr. pati- lord, 
possessor, husband, Gr. posis spouse, etc.; see 
-ent. So potentate ( ate1) xiv. - (O)F. potentat 
or L. potentatus potential possible, latent xiv 
(rare before xvi); (gram.) of a mood xvi. - OF. 
potencial (now -tiel) or late L. potentials, f. 
potentia, whence potency xvi, earlier potence 
xv (partly - OF. potence). 

potent2 (her., of a cross) having the limbs ter¬ 
minating in crutch-heads, xvii. attrib. use of 
tpotent crutch (xrv), alt. of (O)F. potence sup¬ 
porting piece, crutch - L. potentia power (in 
medL. crutch), f. potens, -ent-; see prec. 

pot(h)een whisky distilled privately in Ireland, 
xix. - Ir. poitin, dim. of pota pot. 

pother choking smoke or dusty atmosphere; 
commotion, xvi. of uncert. orig. 

potion xm. - (O)F. - L. potio, -on- drink, poison¬ 
ous draught, f. pot-, stem of potare drink, f. IE. 
*po(i)- *pt-, repr. also by Skr. pdti drinks, Gr. 
pepoka I have drunk, etc.; see -tion. 

pot-pourri mixture of dried petals kept for pier- 
fume xviii; musical or literary medley xix. - F., 
‘rotten pot’, i.e. pot pot, pp. of pourrir rot; tr. Sp. 
OLLA PODRIDA. 

pott var. sp. of pot applied to a size of printing- 
paper, orig. bearing the watermark of a pot. 

pottage dish of vegetables and/or meat boiled 
to softness xm; toatmeal porridge xvii. - (O)F. 
potage. f. pot pot; see -age. 

potter' maker of pots. Late OE. pottere\ see -er1. 

Hence or - (O)F. poterie pottery potter’s factory 
xv; potter’s art, product of this xviii. 

potter2 (dial.) p>oke again and again xvi; meddle 
xvii; (dial.) perplex, bother; trifle, dabble xviii; 

move about idly or aimlessly xix. frequent, of 
(dial.) pote, OE. potian thrust, push, put1; see 
-ER4. 

pouch small bag xiv; bag-like cavity in an 
animal body xv. - ONF pouche, var. of (O)F. 
poche bag, pouch, (now) pocket; cf. poke'. 

poult young of domestic fowl and game-birds, 
xv ME. pult, contr. of poulet pullet. So (arch.) 
poulter xiv (- OF. pouletier), extended to 
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poulterer dealer in poultry xvn, prob. after 
poultery, earlier pulletrie, vars. of poultry xiv 
(- OF. pouletrie)-, see -er’, -ry. 

poultice soft mass of bread, etc applied as an 
emollient, etc. xvi. orig. pi. pultes, later taken as 
sg. - L. pultes, pi. of puls, pult- pottage, pap; see 
PULSE*. 

pounce' claw of a bird of prey xv; fstamp or 
punch, hole pinked in a garment xvi. perh. 
shortening of puncheon. So pounce vb.1 pink, 
xrv. Hence pounce vb.* tseize, as a bird of prey 
xvti; seize upon suddenly xvm: whence as sb. 
act of pouncing xix. 

pounce* finely powdered sandarac, etc. used to 
prevent ink from spreading; stamping-powder, 
xvm. - (O)F. ponce popL. *pomicem pumice. 

So pounce vb * smooth with pumice or pounce; 
transfer (a design) with pounce; tpowder (esp 
the face), xvi. 

pound' measure of weight; English money of 
account (orig. pound weight of silver). OE. pund 
= OS. pund, MDu. pont (Du. pond), OHG. phunt 
(G. pfund), ON., Goth, pund Gmc *punda - L 
pondo (indeclinable) pound weight, orig. abl. of 
*pondos (libra pondo pound by weight), rel. to 
pond us weight. 

pound* enclosure, esp. for cattle; place of con¬ 
finement. xiv. Earlier in the comps. ME. pund- 
breche xu breaking open (see breach) of a 
pound, OE. pundfeald pinfold; of unkn. orig. 
Hence vb. shut up, confine (cf. impound), xv. 

pound* break down and crush as with a pestle 
OE.; strike heavily xvn; move with heavy steps, 
proceed heavily xix. Late OE. punian, ME. 
poune, f. *pun- (whence also Du. puin, LG. pun 
rubbish), of unkn. orig. The final d appears xvi. 

pour xni. of unkn. orig. 
pout protrude the lips, in displeasure, xiv. of 
unkn. orig.; perh. repr. OE *putian, f. *put- be 
inflated, which appears to be the base of Sw. 
dial, puta be inflated, Sw., Norw. puta pad. Da. 
pude cushion, pillow. Hence pouter breed of 
pigeon capable of inflating the crop. xvm. 

poverty xii. ME. poverte - (i) OF. poverte L. 
paupertas, this type survived till xvi as povert, 
(ii) OF. poverte (mod pauvrete) L. paupertas, 
-tat-, f. pauper poor; see -ty. 

powder solid matter in minute particles xiii; 

gunpowder xiv. - (O)F. poudre, earlier pol(d)re 
L pulvis, pulver- dust. So vb. (in earliest use, 

season, salt) xm. - (O)F. poudrer, or f. the sb. 
power A. dominion, rule, authority xm; ability 
xrv; B body of armed men xm; one possessed of 
authority xiv; deity, divinity xvi; C. (math., etc.) 
xvi. ME. po(u)er - AN. poer, po(u)air, OF. poeir, 
later po(v)oir, sb. use of inf Rom. *potere, 
superseding L. posse be able, f. *pot- (see 
potent). Hence powerful xrv. 

powwow priest or medicine man of N. Amer. 
Indians; magical rites held by them xvn; con 
ference of Indians, hence gen. congress, palaver 
xix of Algonquian orig. Hence vb xvii. 

pox disease marked by pocks, spec, syphilis, xvi 
alt. sp. of pocks, pi. of pock; so chicken-pox, cow- 
pox, SMALLPOX. 

pozzolana volcanic ash. xvm - It. pozz(u) 
olana, sb use of fern. adj. ‘pert, to Pozzuoli', 
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town near Naples (Italy) in the neighbourhood 
of Mount Vesuvius. 

practicable xvn. - F praticahle, f. pratiquer 

put into practice, use, f. pratique-, see below and 
-able. So practical xvn, which superseded 
practic (xrv) - F. ipractique, var. of pratique, 

or late L. practic us - Gr. praktikos concerned 
with action; see -ical. 

practice scheming, machination; (habitual or 
continuous) performance; exercise of a pro¬ 
fession; (arith ) compendious method of mul¬ 
tiplication by aliquot parts, xvi. f. practise, after 
advice! advise, dev ice! devise', superseded tprac- 
tic (xrv) - OF. practique (mod. pratique) - medL. 
practica - Gr praktikS, sb use of fern, of 
praktikos. practise perform (now habitually) 
xv; implied earlier in practiser xiv. - OF 
pra(c)tiser or medL. practizdre, alt. of practi- 

cdre. So practitioner xvi. Extension with -er' 
of practician (xv; - F. tpracticien). 

prae- see pre-. 
praecipe (leg.) writ requiring something to be 
done. xv. First of the opening L. words of the 
writ, praecipe quod reddat enjoin that he render 
. . ; imper. of praecipere (see precept). 

praemunire (leg.) in full p. facias name of a 
writ (Stat. 16 Richard II) derived from a formula 
in the text of it. xv. - L. praemunire fortify or 
protect in front, in medL. (by assoc with 
praemonere, see premonition) forewarn, 
admonish. 

praenomen name preceding the nomen, per 
sonal name. xvm. - L., f. prae pre- + nomen name 

praetor, U.S. pretor magistrate of ancient 
Rome. xv. - Y.preteur or L. praetor (-or ), perh. 
*praeitor ‘one who goes before’, f. prae pre- 4- pp 
stem of ire go + -or1. So pr(a)etorian xv. - L 

pragmatic relating to affairs of a state, etc., 
tbusy, active, officious xvii (sb. xvi). - late L. 
pragmaticus - Gr. prdgmatikos, f. pragma, 
pragmat- act, deed, affair. Also (earlier) prag¬ 
matical xvi. So pragmatism (philos.) xix; 
hence pragmatist xx (earlier xvii in sense 
pragmatical person ). 

prairie xvm. - F prairie. OF. pra(i)erie Rom. 
*prataria, f. L. pratum meadow; see -ry 

praise vb. xm. - OF. preisier price, value, 
praise late L. pretidre, f L. pretium price. 
Hence sb. xv, whence praiseworthy xvi. 

praline confection made by browning nuts in 
boiling sugar, xvm. - F., f. name of Cesar de 
Choiseul, comte de Plessis-Praslin (1598-1675), 
by whose cook it was invented, 

pram', praam flat bottomed boat. xvi. - MDu. 
prame, praem (Du praam), MLG. pram(e) - OS1. 
pramu 

pram* short for perambulator xix. 

prance xiv of unkn. orig. 
prang (Air Force si.) bomb heavily, crash xx. 
of unkn. orig. Also sb. 

prank fmischievous trick xvi; mad frolic; also 
with contemp tvb. Of unkn orig. 

prate talk idly or aimlessly, xv. - (M)LG., 
(M)Du. praten, prob. of imit. orig. 

pratincole bird of the genus Glareola, allied 
to the plover xvm. - modL. pratincola, f. L 
pratum meadow f incola inhabitant. 
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pratique licence to a ship to hold intercourse 
with a port after quarantine, etc. xvii. - (0)F. 
pratique practice, intercourse, corr. to or - It. 
pratica - medL. practica, sb. use of practicus 
PRACTICAL. 

prattle vb. xvi. - MLG. pratelen, f. praten prate: 

see -lb*. Hence sb. xvi. 
prawn xv {prayne, prane). of unkn. orig 
praxis practice, exercise, xvi. - medL. - Gr. 
praxis doing, action, f. *prak-, base of prdssein 
do. 

pray ask earnestly, make earnest request or 
petition, xm. ME. preie - OF. preier (mod. 
prier) late L. (Rom.) precare, for L. precari 
entreat (rel. to poscere demand). So prayer xm. 
ME. preiere - OF. preiere (mod. priere)Gallo 
Rom. *precaria, sb. use of fern, of L. precarius 
obtained by entreaty (see precarious). 

pre- (e.g. in predicate, preface, premiss, pre¬ 
position, presage, presence), pref. repr. F. pre¬ 
ox its source L. pra?-, later pre-, i.e. the 
adv.-prep, prae (of place, rank, time) before, 
in front, in advance, OL. prai = Oscan prai, 
prae-, Umbrian pre, cogn. with (O)Ir. ar before, 
at, in, OS1. pri near, and rel. to the groups of 
per, pri- (repr. by prime, prior), and pr6 (see 
PRO-1, PRO-2). 

Many L. comps, of various dates are repr. 
variously in Eng. (see below), chiefly based on 
vbs. and corr. sbs., with the meanings ‘before’, 
‘previously’, ‘in advance’ (in time or order of 
succession, action, thought, performance, or 
execution) in adv. relation to the combined el., 
as in precede, predestine, prefix, preserve, 
pretend, previous, and as in comprehend, preda¬ 
tory, prehensile, with implication of ‘beyond or 
over all others’ as in predominate, pre-eminent, 
prevail, hence as a living prefix, e.g. in prejudge 
(xii), prepossess (xvii); of anterior position, as 
in (anat.) precerebellar, -dentate, -hallux, b. In 
prepositional relation, as in pre-Cambrian, pre¬ 
historic, pre-Shakespearian. 

preach xm. ME. preche - OF. prechier (mod. 
precher), earlier preechier L. praedicdre pro¬ 
claim, eccl. preach; see predicate. Hence 
preachment xiv. - OF.; in mod. use a new 
formation, often with derogatory force, 

preamble xiv. - (O)F. preambule - medL. 
praeambulum, sb. use of n. sg. of praeambulus 
going before, in medL. preliminary, f. pra?- 
pre- + stem of ambulare walk; see amble. 

prebend portion of cathedral revenue granted 
as stipend to a member of the chapter, land or 
tithe as source of this xv; tprebendary xvi. - 
(O)F. prebende - late L. praebenda pension, pit¬ 
tance, church living, lit. ‘things to be supplied’, 
n. pi. of gerundive of L. praebere, f. prae- pre- 

+ habere hold, have. So prebendary holder of 
a prebend, xv. - medL. 

precarious (leg.) held by another’s favour; de¬ 

pendent on chance xvii; perilous xvm. f. L. pre- 
carius, f. prex, prec- entreaty, prayer; see pray, 

'ARIOUS. 

precatory of the nature of entreaty, xvn. - late 
L. precatorius, f. pp. stem of precari pray; see 
-ate5, -ory2. 

precaution xvii - F. precaution - late L. 

predestination 

praecautio, -6n-, f. L. praecaut-, pp. stem oipraeca- 
vere be on one’s guard; see pre-, caution. 

precede tsurpass, exceed xrv; go before in place 
or rank xv; go before in time xvi. - (Q)F. pre- 
ceder - L. praecedere-, see pre-, cede. So pre¬ 
cedent tthing or person that goes before; 
previous instance or case xv; fadj. preceding 
xrv. Hence precedence xv. 

precentor xvii. - F precenteur or L. praccentor, 
f. praccent-, pp. stem of L. praecinere, f. 
prae + canere sing; see pre-, chant. 

precept general command, esp. of divine origin 
xrv; writ, warrant xv. - L. pracceptum maxim, 
order, sb. use of n. pp. of praecipere take be¬ 
forehand, warn, instruct, enjoin, f. prae pre 

-xcapere take. So preceptor ( or1) xv. 
precession (astron.) of the equinoxes, xvi. - 
late L. praecessib, -on-, f. praecedere precede. 

precinct space enclosed by boundaries; district 
or province of government, xv. - medL. 
praecinctum, also pi. praecincta, sb. uses of n. pp. 
of L. praecingere gird about, encircle, f. prae pre- 

+ cingere gird. 
precious of great worth or price xm; aiming at 
choiceness or refinement xrv (in mod. use from 
xvm); egregious, arrant, ‘fine’ xv. - OF. precios 
(mod. precieux) - L. pretiosus, f. pretium price. 

So preciosity xrv. 
precipice fheadlong fall xvi; vertical steep face 
of rock, etc. xvii. - F. precipice or L. praecipitium, 
f. praeceps, praecip- headlong, steep, or praeci- 
pitare, f. prae- pre- +caput, capit- head. Hence 
precipitate sb. (chem.) xvi; adj. headlong, 
headforemost xvii; vb. threw headlong xvi, 
deposit in solid form from a solution xvii; 

precipitation xvii (- F. or L.). So precipitous 
precipitate xvii; of the nature of a precipice. - 
F. jprecipiteux. 

precis concise account or version, xvm. - F. 
precis, sb. use of pp. (see next), 
precise strictly expressed; strict in observance; 
exact, xvi. - F. precis, -ise - L. praecisus, -isa, pp. 
of praecidere cut short, abridge, f. prae- pre- 

-xcaedere cut. So precisely xv. precision feut- 
ting short xvii; preciseness xvm. - F. precision 
or L. praecisio, on--, orig. vbl. sb. of action, later 
abstract sb. corr. to precise. Hence precisian 
one who is precise, esp. in religious observance, 
Puritan, xvi. 

preclude xvii. - L. praecludere, f. prae- pre- 

+ claudere shut. 
precocious flowering or fruiting early; pre¬ 
maturely developed, xvii. f. L. praecox, -coc-, f. 
praecoquere boil beforehand, ripen fully, f. prae 
pre- + coquere cook; see -ious. So precosity 
xvii. - F. or modL. 

preconize proclaim publicly, xv. - medL. 
praeconizdre, f. L. praeco, -on- public crier, herald, 
precursor xvi. - L. praecursor, f. praecurrere, f. 
prae- pre- + currere run; see course, -or1. 

predatory xvi. - L. praedatorius, f. praedator 
plunderer, f praedari plunder, f. praeda booty, 
plunder; see prey, -ory2. 

predecessor xiv. - (O)F. predecesseur - late L. 
praedecessor, f prae- pre- + decessor, f. decedere de¬ 
part; see decease. 

predestination xiv. - ecclL. praedestinatid. 



predial 

■on-, f. praedestindre appoint beforehand, f. prae 
pre-4destinare destine. The L. vb. is also the 
ult. source of predestine vb. xrv and pre¬ 
destinate pp. (xiv) and pt. (xv), the latter 
form being used as present tense from xvi; see 
-ATE*. 

predial pert, to land or farms, xvi. - medL. 
prxdialis, f. L. praedium farm, estate, f. praes, 
praed- surety, bondsman; see al1. 

predicament category of predication xrv; 
class, category; situation xvi. - late L. praedi- 
cdmentum, f. L. praedicdre, see next and -ment. 

predicant adj preaching xvn; sb. preacher xvi 
(now only in Du. form predikant minister of 
the Du Reformed Church, esp. in S. Africa 
xrx). - L. praedicdns, -ant-, prp. of praedicdre 
PREACH. 

predicate (logic and gram.) that which is as¬ 
serted of the subject, xvi. - late L. praedicdtum, 
n. pp. of praedicdre proclaim, declare, in medL. 
predicate, f. prae- pre- + dicdre make known, rel. 
to dicere say; see diction, -ate'. So predicate 

(-ate*) assert, affirm, xvi. predication tpreach- 
ing xrv; assertion, affirmation xvi. - (Q)F. or L. 
predicative (gram.) forming the whole or part 
of the predicate, xrx. 

predict xvn. f. praedict-, pp. stem of L. praedicere, 
f. prae- pre- -t- dicere say (see diction). (Predicted - 
L. pp. praedictus before-mentioned, aforesaid, 
occurs xvi.) So prediction xvi. - L. 

predilection xvm. - F. predilection - *praedi- 
lectio, -on-, f. medL. praediligere prefer, f. prae- 
pre- 4 diligere-, see diligent, -tion. 

pre-emption purchase before an opportunity 
is offered to others, xvi. - medL. praeemptio, on-, 
f. L. praeemere, -empt-, f. prae- pre- 4 emere buy. 
Hence, by back-formation after L. agent-noun 
praeemptor, pre-empt vb xix. 

preen trim (the feathers) with the beak; also 
transf. xiv. ME. preyne, prayne, varying with 
proyne (see prune1), of which it may be an 
alt. by assim. to (dial.) preen pin, OE, preon, 
corn, to MLG. preme, (M)Du. priem(e) bodkin, 
dagger, MHG. pfrieme (G. pfriem) awl, ON. 
prjonn pin, peg, with ref. to the action of the 
bird’s beak. 

prefab abbrev. of prefabricated (xx); see pre-, 
fabricate. 

preface introduction to a literary work xiv; in¬ 
troduction to the canon of the Mass xv. - 
(O)F. preface - medL. praefatia, for L. praefdtid, f. 
praefbri, -fat-, f. prae- pre- 4 fdrispeak (see fable). 

Hence vb. xvn. So prefatory (ory2) xvii 

prefect governor, chief administrator, xiv. - 
OF. prefect (mod. prefet) - L. praefectus, sb use 
of pp. of praeficere set over, f. prae- pre-+facere 
make, constitute. So prefecture xvi. - (O)F. or 
L. 

prefer tadvance, promote xiv; set before others 
in esteem xrv; put forward xvi. - (O)F. preferer - 
L. praeferre, f. prae- pre-4 ferre bear2. So pre¬ 
ferable xvii. - F. preferable, preference xvn. 
- (O)F. - medL.; whence preferential xix. 
Hence preferment xv. 

prefix verbal element placed before and in com 
bination with another xvii; title prefixed xix. - 
modL. praefixum, sb. use of n. of praefixus, pp of 
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L. praefigere fix in front; see pre , fix. So vb. xv. - 
(O)F. prefixer. 

pregnant1 (arch.) compelling, cogent, xrv. 
(thereafter not till xvi). - F. preignant, prp. of 
preindre L. premere press'; see -ant. 

pregnant* with child, with young, xvi. - F. 
pregnante (fern.) or L. praegndns, -ant-, alt., by 
assim. to -arts -ant, of praegnas, prob. f. prae- pre 

4- base of (g)ndsci be born (see nascent). 

prehensile xviii. - F. prehensile, f. prehens-, pp. 
stem of L. prehendere seize; see -ile. 

prehistoric xrx. - F. prehistorique, see pre-, 

historic. Hence prehistory xrx 
prejudge pass judgement on before trial or in¬ 
quiry; prejudice, xvi. f. pre-+ judge vb. So 
prejudice sb. injury, detriment xm; tprevious 
or premature judgement xrv; preconceived opi¬ 
nion xvii. - (O)F. prejudice - L. praejudicium, f. 
prae pre-4-judicium judgement, prejudice vb. 
affect injuriously xv; tprejudge xvi; fill with 
prejudice xvn. - (O)F. prejudicier, prejudicial 
injurious xv; fprejudiced xvi. - (O)F. or late L. 

prelate xm. - (O)F, prelat - L. praelatus, (eccl.) 
sb. use of pp. corr. to praeferre prefer; see -ate1. 

So prelacy foffice of a prelate; government by 
prelates, xrv. - AN. prelacie - medL. praelbtia. 
Hence prelatic(al) xvii. 

prelection public lecture in a college or uni¬ 
versity. xvi. - L praelectio, -on-\ see pre-, lection. 
So pr(a)elector ( or1) xvi. 

preliminary introductory to the main busi¬ 
ness. xvii. - F. preliminaire or modL. praeli- 
minaris, f. L prae- pre- + linen, limin- threshold, 

prelude introductory action, condition, etc. 
xvi; (mus.) xvii. - F. prelude or medL. praelu- 
dium, f. praeludere play beforehand, preface, f. 
prae- pre- 4- ludere play. So vb. xvn. - L. 
premature occurring before the time. xvi. - L. 
praemdturus very or too early, f. prae- pre- 
4- mdturus mature. 

premeditate xvi. f. pp stem of L. praemeditdri, 
see pre-, meditate So premeditation xv. - 
(O)F. or L 

premier first in position or rank xv; first in 
time xvn; sb. prime minister (for p. minister 
xvn - F. premier ministre ‘first minister’) xvm. - 
(O)F. L. primbrius primary 

premiss, premise A (logic) proposition from 
which another follows; pi. the two propositions 
of a syllogism (now distinguished as major and 
minor premiss) xiv. B (leg., etc.) pi. matters 
stated previously; subject of a conveyance or 
bequest; lands and tenements as before men 
tioned xv; building with its appurtenances 
xvm. - (O)F. premisse - medL. praemissa, sb. use 
of fern, sg and n. pi. pp. of L. praemiltere send or 
set before, f. prae- pre- 4 mittere put. send, 

premium reward, prize; sum to be paid in an 
insurance policy, etc. xvn; fee for instruction in 
a trade, etc. xvm. - L. praemium booty, reward, 
f. prae- pre- 4-emere buy, orig. take, 

premonition xvi. - F. premomcion or late L. 
praemonitid, -on-, f. L. praemonere, see -ition. So 
premonitory xvii. 

prentice aphetic of apprentice, xiii. 
preoccupy occupy or engage in advance, xvi. 

f. pre- + occupy; after L praeoccupdre seize 
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beforehand, F. preoccuper. So preoccupation 

xvi. - F. or L. 
prep (colloq.) short for preparation, prepara 
lory, xix. 

prepare xv. - F. preparer or L. praeparare, f. 
prae- pre-+pardre make ready. So preparation 

xrv. - (O)F. - L. preparatory xv. - late L. 
preponderate weigh more or heavier, xvii. f. 
pp. stem of L. prsepondcrare, f. prae- pre- 

+ pond us, ponder- weight; see -ate*. So pre¬ 

ponderance XVII. 

preposition xrv. - L. praepositid, on- putting 
before, preposition, f. praeponere\ see pre-, 

position. 

prepossess tpossess beforehand; cause to be 
preoccupied; cause to have an opinion before¬ 
hand, esp. impress favourably, xvii. f. pre- 

+ possess. Hence prepossession xvii. 

preposterous inverted in position; contrary to 
nature or reason, xvi. f. L. praeposterus ‘before- 
behind', reversed, out of order or season, f. 
prae+posterus\ see pre-, posterior, -ous. 

prepuce foreskin, xiv. - L. praeputium, f. prae- 
pre- + an el. of unkn. orig. 

prerogative prior or peculiar privilege, xrv. - 
(O)F. prerogative or L. praerogdtiva tribe or cen¬ 
tury to which it fell by lot to vote first in the 
comitia, previous choice, prognostic, privilege, 
sb. use of fern, of praerogdtivus, f. praerogare ask 
first, f. prae- pre+rogdre ask; see rogation, 

-ative. 

presage prognostic, omen xrv (not current till 
xvi); presentiment, foreboding xvi. chiefly - F. 
presage, but in xiv immed. - its source, L. praesa- 
gium, f. praesdgire forebode, f. prae- pre- + sdgire 
perceive keenly. So vb. xvi. - F. or L. 

presbyopia (path.) failure of eyesight charac¬ 
teristic of old age. xvm. - modL., f. Gr. presbus 
old man 4 dps eye 4- -1 a 1. 

presbyter elder in the early Christian church; 
Christian minister of the second order xvi; 
tpresbyterian xvii. - ecclL. presbyter - Gr. pres- 
buteros in N T. ‘elder’ of the Jewish sanhedrin, 
‘elder’ of the apostolic church, sb. use of compar. 
of presbus old. So presbyterate ( ate1) office 
of presbyter, body of presbyters, xvii. - ecclL. 
presbyteratus. presbyterian pert, to govern¬ 
ment by presbyters or elders; also sb. xvii. f. 
ecclL. presbyterium. presbytery part of a 
church reserved for the clergy, sanctuary xv; 
body of presbyters or elders; Presbyterianism 
xvi; priest’s house xix. - OF. presbiterie - ecclL 
presbyterium - Gr. presbuterion, see y4 
prescience xiv. - (O)F. - ecclL. praescientia, f 
praesciens, -ent- (whence prescient xvii), prp of 
praescire, f. prae- pre- 4- scire know, 
prescribe thold by prescription xv; lay down 
as an injunction; order the use of (a medicine, 
etc.) xvi. - L. praescribere, f. prae- pre- + scribere 
write. So prescription (title acquired by) un¬ 
interrupted use from time immemorial xiv; 
limitation of time xv; physician’s prescribing of 
medicine xvi. - (O)F. - L. prescriptive xvm. - 
late L. 

presence fact of being present; tassembly, 
company xiv; carriage or aspect xvi. - (O)f! 
presence - L. praesentia, f. praesens, -ent- (whence. 

through (O)F., present adj. xra), f. prae- pre 
4- -sens, prp. of sum I am. So present sb. tpres- 
ence; thing presented, xra. - OF present; orig. 
tin present in or into the presence (of), hence, as 
a gift, present vb. make present xm; make an 
offering of xiv. - (O)F. - L. praesentdre, f. 
praesent--, see -ence, -ent. presentation xrv. 
(O)F. - late L. presently fso as to be present 
xrv; (dial.) at present, now xv; soon xvi. 

presentiment xvm. - F. tpresentiment (mod 
press), f. pre- pre-4-sentiment feeling, 
SENTIMENT 

preserve keep safe xrv; keep alive; keep from 
physical change xvi; keep (game) for private use 
xvii. - (O)F. preserver - late L. praeservdre, f. prae- 
pre- 4- servdre keep, protect. Hence preserve sb. 
tpreservative; confectionery preparation xvi; 
wood or water preserved xix So preservation 
xv, preservative xrv. - (O)F. or medL. 

preside xvii. - F. presider - L. praesidere, f. prae- 
pre- 4- sedere sit. So president xrv. - (O)F. presi 
dent - L. praesidens, -ent-, sb. use of prp. of praesi¬ 
dere. presidency xvi. - Sp., Pg. presidencia. It. 
presidenza - medL. praesidentia. 

presidium presiding body; standing com¬ 
mittee in communistic bodies, xx. Russ, prezi- 
dium - L. presidium, f. praesidere (see prec.). 

press1 A. crowd, throng xm; B. instrument used 
to compress xrv; machine for imposing the im¬ 
pression of type on paper, etc.; place for printing 
xvi; matter printed (letter-p.) xvm. C. large cup¬ 
board xrv. - (O)F. presse, f. presser - L. pressure, 
f. press-, pp. stem of premere press. So press vb 
bear down upon or against with force; crowd, 
push forward xrv; qrge xvi. - (O)F. - L. pres¬ 
sure weight of pain, grief, etc. xrv; action of 
moral or mental force; action of pressing xvii. - 
L. pressure. 

press* force (a man) into the navy or army, im¬ 
press. xvi. alt., under the infl. of press’, of \prest 
(xvi), f. tprest sb. loan, impost payment in ad¬ 
vance, earnest-money paid to a recruit on en¬ 
listment xv, enlistment xvi. - OF. prest (mod. 
pret) loan, advance pay for soldiers, f. prester 
(mod. preter) afford, lend L. praestdre furnish, 
medL. lend, rel. to praesto at hand, within reach. 
Hence press sb. (hist.) impressing of men for 
service xvi; whence p.-gang xvii. 

prestige fillusion, conjuring trick xvii; bril¬ 
liance or glamour derived from past success, 
etc. xix. - F. - L. praestigium illusion, more usu. 
praestigiae fern. pi. juggler's tricks, for *praestri- 
giae, f. praestringere bind fast, blind, dazzle (the 
eyes), f. prae- pre- 4- stringere bind, press, 

presto (conjurer’s word) quickly, at once. xvi. - 
It., adv. use of adj.Rom., late L. praestus ready, 
quick, for earlier praesto at hand. As a musical 
direction presto is an independent adoption 
(XVII). 

pi osume take upon oneself; take for granted, 
xrv. - (O)F. presumer - L. praesumere anticipate, 
(later) assume, venture, f. prae- pre-4-sumere 
take. So presumption xm, presumptive xvi 
presumptuous xiv. 

pretend t(refl.) put oneself forward xiv profess 
falsely, feign xv. - F. pretendre or - L prx- 
tendere stretch forth, put forward, allege, claim. 
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f. prx- pre- + tendere stretch, tend2. So 
pretence, U.S. pretense claim xv; purpose, 
esp. false or alleged xvi. - AN. pretense, pre¬ 
tension assertion of claim, xvn. - medL. Hence 
pretender (-er1) xvi. 

preter- pref. repr. L. adv.-prep, prxter past, 
beyond, more than, besides, compar. formation 
on prx pre-: e g. pretermit leave out, neglect 
xvi; leave off xix. - L. preternatural beyond 
the range of nature, xvi. - medL. 

preterite, U.S. -it past; spec, (gram.) after L. 
prxteritum tempus past tense, xrv (thereafter 
not before xvi). - (O)F. preterit or L. prxteritus 
gone by, pp. of prxterire, f. prxter preter- + ire 
go. 

pretext xvi. - L. prxtextus outward display, f. 
prxtext-, pp. stem of prxtexere weave in front, 
border, disguise, f. prx- pre + texere weave. 

pretor, pretori an see praetor. 
pretty tcrafty, wily OE. (only); fclever; in¬ 
genious; fine, ‘brave’ xrv; beautiful in a slight 
or dainty manner; considerable in quantity xv. 
OE. prxttig, corr. to MLG. prattich capricious, 
overbearing, MDu. (ghe)pertich brisk, clever, 
roguish, Du. iprettig sportive, humorous; f. 
WGmc, *pratt- trick (whence OE. prxt), of unkn. 
orig.; see -y'. 

prevail fbecome strong xrv; be superior, gain 
the ascendant xv; predominate xvn. ME. 
prevayle - L. prxvalere have greater power 
(see pre ), with assim. to avail. So prevalent 
fhavmg great power xvi; tpredominant; in 
most extended use xvu. - L. prxvalens, -ent-, 
prp. of prxvalere. 

prevaricate fswerve from the right course 
xvi; act or speak evasively xvu. f. pp. stem of L. 
prxvdricari go crookedly, deviate from the right 
path, (of an advocate) practise collusion, (Vulg.) 
transgress, f. prx- pre- + varicare spread the legs 
apart, straddle, f. varus knock-kneed; see -ate8. 
So prevarication fdeviation from rectitude 
xrv; tcorrupt action xvi; evasive dealing xvu. - 
L. 

prevenient preceding, spec, theol. of grace, 
xvu. - L. prxveniens, -ent-, prp. ofprxvenire\ see 
next and -ent. 

prevent fact in anticipation of xv; anticipate 
with guidance; forestall by previous measures, 
hinder xvi. f. prxvent-, pp. stem of L. prxvenire 
precede, anticipate, hinder, f. prx- pre- + venire 
come. So prevention xvi. - (O)F. or late L. 
Hence preventive fanticipatory; acting as an 
obstacle xvii; also preventative xvii. 

previous coming or going before xvii; coming 
too soon (orig. U.S.) xix. f. L. prxvius, f. prx 
pre- + via way. 

prey that which is taken by violence; animal 
hunted or killed xm; fig. victim xiv. ME. praie, 
preie - OF. preie (mod proie) L. prxda booty, 
prob. *praiheda, f. prai, prx pre + *hed-, base 
of prxhendere seize. So prey vb. xm. - OF 
pre(i)er late L prxddre, for earlier prxdari. 
priapism persistent erection of the penis xvii; 
licentiousness xvm. - F. priapisme - late L. 
pridpismus - Gr. priapismos, f. priapizein act 
Priapus, be lewd. f. Priapos (Priapus) Greek and 
Roman god of procreation. 

price money, etc. paid for something; fvalue, 
worth; fhonour, praise; tpre-eminence, superi¬ 
ority; freward, prize, xm. ME. pris - OF. pris 
(mod. prix) L. pretium price, value, wages, 
reward. See praise, prize*, which superseded 
this word in some of its meanings; but prize vb. 
‘assign a price to’ was repl. by price xv. 

prick puncture, point, dot OE.; pointed object 
xm; act of pricking xrv. OE. prica, also pricca, 
price = MLG. pricke (LG., Du. prik). of unkn. 
orig. So prick vb. pierce OE.; urge on xm; 
mark with dots xrv; raise, erect xvi. OE. prician 
= (M)LG , (M)Du. prikken. 

pricket A. spike on which to stick a candle, 
candle itself xrv; B. buck in its second year, 
having straight unbranched horns xv. - AL. 
prikettus, -um, dim. f. prick; see -et 

prickle tgoad OE.; sharp-pointed excrescence 
of the epidermis of a plant, xv. OE. pricel, later 
form of pricels, f. base of prick (see -le'); corr. to 
MLG., MDu. prickel, prekel (Du. prikket). Hence 
prickly xvi. 

pride high opinion of oneself OE.; con¬ 
sciousness of what is fitting to oneself; (arch.) 
magnificence, pomp xm; the prime or flower xv. 
Late OE. pryde, secondary form (prob. after 
prud proud or ON. prydi) of pryte, prytu, abstr. 
sb. f. prud. Hence pride vb fbe proud; show 
oneself proud, xm. 

priedieu prayer-desk. xvm. - F., f. prier pray 
+ Dieu God. 

priest clergyman in the second of the holy 
orders; (sacrificing) minister of religion. OE. 
preost (with unexpl. eo), corr. to OHG. priast, 
prest\ shortening of the form repr. by OFris. pre- 
stere, OS., OHG. prester (MDu., Du., MHG., G. 
priester) - ecclL. presbyter presbyter, through 
pop. *prester. Hence priestess xvii. - (O)F. 
priesthood OE. 

prig ftinker xvi; (si.) thief; tdandy, coxcomb; fas 
vague pejorative; tprecisian, puritan, non 
conformist minister xvii; one who affects an 
offensive propriety xvm. rel. to prig vb. steal, 
haggle xvi; (Sc.) beg xvm; of unkn. orig. 

prim affectedly precise or formal, xvm. rel. to 
prim sb. and vb., of similar meaning (xvu) and 
prob. to tprim sb. pretty young woman (xvi); 
perh. ult. - OF. prin, fern, prime excellent, fine, 
delicate L. primus prime2. 

prima donna xvm. - It., ‘first lady’, 
prima facie xv. - L. prima. facie, i.e. abl. of fern, 
of primus first, prime2, and offacies face. 

primal primitive xvu; principal xix. - medL. 
primdlis, f. primus prime2; see -al1. 

primary earliest, original xv; of the first rank 
xvi; of the first order or stage xvu. - L. primdrius 
chief, principal, f. primus prime2; see -ary. 

primate' chief bishop of a province, xiii. ME. 
primat - (O)F. - late L. primds, -at-, sb. use of L. 
primus of the first rank, chief, f. primus first, 
prime2. So primatiai xvii. - F., f. medL. pri- 
mdtia (for earlier primdtus), whence, partly 
through (O)F. primatie, primacy xiv. 

primates (zool.) highest order of mammalia, 
xvm. - modL. use of pi. of primds, see prec. 
Hence primate2 member of this order, xix. 

prime1 earliest of the day hours of the Western 



prime 370 

Church OE.; (arch.) first hour of the day xra; 
golden number xrv; beginning, earliest time xrv; 
choicest or finest part, time, etc. xvi. OE. prim - 
L. prima (fern.; see next), reinforced from (O)F. 
prime, from which or independently from L. the 
non-eccl. senses were derived, 

prime* ffirst in order of time xrv; (arith.) hav¬ 
ing no integral factors but itself and one xvi; of 
first rank, importance, or quality xvn; p. min¬ 
ister premier xvn. - (O)F. - L. primus first, f. 
*prt-, rel. to prx pre-, prd pro-1, pro *. Hence 
prime sb. prime number xvi. 

prime* fill, charge, load. xvi. of unkn. orig. 
prime4 cover with a first coat of paint, xvii. of 
unkn. orig. (perh. identical with prec.). 

primer prayer-book for the laity xrv; first 
reading-book, orig. containing elements of reli¬ 
gious instruction; size of type xvi; elementary 
text-book xix. - AN. primer - medL. primdrius, 
-um, sb. uses of m. and n. of L. primdrius 
primary. 

primeval, -aeval xvii. f. L. primxve, f. pri¬ 
mus first, prime* + xvum age; see -al* . 

primitive xrv. - (O)F. primitif, -ive, or L. pri¬ 
mitive first or earliest of its kind, f. primitus in 
the first place, f. prime first, prime*; see -ive. 

primogeniture xvn. - medL. primogeniture, 
f. L. primo adv. of prime first +genitura birth; 
see prime®, genitive. 

primordial xrv. - late L. primordidlis, f. 
primordium, sb. use of n. ofprimordie original, 
f. prime first, prime*-*- base of ordiri begin; see 
-IAL. 

primrose xv. ME. primerose, corr. to OF. 
primerose (now, hollyhock), medL. prima rosa 
‘first’ or ‘earliest rose’; the reason for the name 
is unkn. 

primula xvm. - medL. primula, fern, of dim. 
(see -ule) of prime first, prime*; orig. in 
primula veris ‘little firstling of spring’, applied 
to the cowslip and the field daisy, 

prunum mobile supposed outermost sphere 
added to the Ptolemaic system, carrying with it 
other spheres in its revolution, xv. - medL., 
‘first moving thing’, n. of L. prime first, prime* 
and mobilis mobile. 

primus presiding bishop in the Scottish Epis¬ 
copal Church, xix. - L. prime first, prime*. 

prince sovereign ruler; chief; ruler of a small 
state xm; male member of a royal family xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. princeps, princip- chief, leader, sov 
ereign, f. prime first, prime* + -cip-, comb form 
of stem of capere take. 

principal chief xm; constituting the primary 
or original sum xrv; (gram.) xvi; sb chief, head, 
superior; original sum xiv; chief actor xvi. - 
(O)F. - L. principalis first, chief, original, f. prin¬ 
ceps, princip- first; see prince, -al'. So prin¬ 
cipality principalship; territory of a prince, 
xrv. - OF. principality, varying in ME. with 
principalte - OF. principalte (mod. prin- 
cipaute) - late L. principalitds. principate 
( ate') xrv. - (O)F. or L. 

principle forigin, source; fundamental source, 
quality, truth, etc. xiv; general law or rule xvi 
(of nature xix); (elementary) constituent xvii. - 

AN. * principle, var. of (O)F. principe - L. prin 

prize 

cipium beginning, source, (pi.) foundations, 
elements, f. princeps, princip-, first; see prince. 

print impression, impress xm; (typographical 
uses) xv. ME. prientie), preintie), pre(e)nt(e), 
later printie) - OF. priente, preinte, sb. use of 
fern. pp. of preindreL. premere press'. Hence 
print vb. impress, stamp xrv; (in typographical 
uses) xvi. printer xvi. 

prior1 officer of an abbey next below the abbot; 
head of offshoot of an abbey, xi. Late OE. prior, 
reinforced in ME. by OF. pri(o)ur (mod. 
prieur) - L. prior (-or ), sb. use of prior former, 
elder, superior, compar. f. OL. pri (prx pre ) be¬ 
fore. So prioress ( ess1) xiii. - OF. prioresse. 
priory (-Y*) xm. - AN. priorie, medL. prioria. 

prior* earlier, anterior; also adv. xvm. - L.; see 
prec. So priority xrv. - (O)F. - medL. 

prism (geom.) solid figure of which the two ends 
are similar, equal, and parallel rectilinear fig¬ 
ures and the sides parallelograms xvi; (optics) 
transparent body of this form xvn. - medL. 
prisma - Gr. prisma, -mat- lit. thing sawn, f. 
prtzein (vb.) saw. So prismatic xvm. - F. 
prison xn - OF. prisun, (mod.) prison L. 
preeio, -on-, for prxheeio, -on-, n. of action f. 
prxhendere seize. So prisoner ( er*) xm. 
pristine pert, to the earliest period, xv. - L. 
pristine, f. base of prisce early, prime first, 
prime*; see -ine1. 

prithee xvi. Earlier pray the, prey the, clipped 
form oil pray thee. 

private {applied by Wyclif to the friars xrv; not 
open to the public; not holding a public position 
xv. - L private withdrawn from public life, 
peculiar to oneself, sb. man in private life, prop, 
pp. of privare bereave, deprive, f. prive single, 
individual, private; see -ate*. So privation 
depriving, being deprived xrv. - L. privative 
xvi. - F. or L. Hence privacy xv (rare before 
xvi). privateer vessel owned and officered by 
private persons holding letters of marque, 
commander of this. xvii. 

privet evergreen shrub Ligetrum vulgare. xvi. 
of unkn. orig. 

privilege xii. ME. privileg(i)e - AN. *privilegie, 
(O)F. privilege - L. privilegium legal provision 
affecting an individual, prerogative, f. prive 
private + lex, leg- law. So vb. xiv. - (O)F. pri- 
vilegier - medL. privilegiare. So privy tprivate; 
hidden, secret xm; participating in knowledge 
(of) xiv; sb. tintimate xm; lavatory xrv; (leg.) 
partaker xv. ME. prive, priv(e)y - (O)F. prive (as 
sb in OF. familiar friend, private place) 
L. private private. See -y*. privity fsecret 
thing; fprivacy xm; (chiefly pi.) private parts 
xiv; private knowledge xvi. - OF. privete, -ite. 

prize1 fbooty xrv; ship, etc. captured at sea 
xvi. - (O)F. prise capture (of a ship), booty, cap¬ 
tured vessel or cargo Rom. *pre(n)sa, sb. use 
of fern. pp. of *prendere L. prxhendere seize; 
became identified finally with prize*. 

prize* testimate the value of; esteem highly. 
xiy ~ pris-, tonic stem of preisier praise. 

reward for superiority in a contest, xvi. 
Differentiated sp. of pris(e), price. 

prize4 lever up. xvii. f. (dial.) prize (xrv) levering 
instrument - OF. prise grasp, seizure, prize'. 
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pro' argument or person in favour of a proposal 
xrv; now only in pro and con (reasons) for and 
against xvi. - L. pro for, on behalf of, to be grou¬ 
ped with per, prx pre-, pri- as in prior, primus 
prime*; see pro-1, pro *. 

pro* short for professional, xix. 

pro-1 repr. comb, form of L. adv.-prep, pro (see 
pro’) having a var. prod- as in prodigal: as a 
living prefix chiefly in the senses (1) ‘for’, ‘in¬ 
stead of, ‘in place of, as pro-cathedral: acting 
as a deputy’, in imitation of, as proconsul: (2) 
‘on the side of, ‘favouring’, as in pro German, 
pro-war. 

pro-* repr. comb, form of Gr. pro before (of time, 
position, priority), as in problem, programme, 
prologue, prophet, prostate: in recent scientific 
terms denoting (1) ‘earlier’, ‘primitive’; pro- 
chronism, referring something to a too early 
date xvii; propaedeutic pert, to preliminary in¬ 
struction (Gr. propaideuein teach beforehand) 
xix; (2) ‘anterior' (of position), ‘front’, as pro- 
cephalic pert, to the fore part of the head, 
prognathous having projecting jaws (Gr. gnd- 
thos jaw) xix. 

probable fsuch as to commend itself xrv; tde- 
monstrable xv; having an appearance of truth 
xvn. - (O)F. - L. probdbilis provable, credible, f. 
probdre approve, test, prove; see -able. So pro- 
babiliorism, -ist xvm; probabilism, -ist xvn; 
designating tenets based on a greater or less de¬ 
gree of probability. 

probang (surg.) strip of whalebone with 
sponge, button, etc. for introducing into the 
throat, xvii. orig. provang, so named by the 
inventor, W. Rumsey; of unkn. orig., alt. prob. 
after probe. 

probate official proving of a will. xv. - L. pro- 
batum thing proved, sb. use of n. pp. of probdre 
prove; see -ate'. So probation testing; proving, 
xv. - L.; hence probationer (-er*) xvii. 

probe blunt instrument for exploring wounds, 
etc. xvi. - late L. proba proof, medL. exami¬ 
nation, f. probdre test, prove; hence probe vb. 
XVII. 

probity xvi. - F. probite or L. probitds, i. probus 
good, honest; see -ity. 

problem tdifficult question, enigma xiv; ques¬ 
tion proposed for discussion; matter of inquiry; 
(geom.) proposition in which something is re¬ 
quired to be done xvi. - (O)F. probleme or L 
problema - Gr. problema, f. probbllein put forth, 
f. pro-3 + bdllein throw. So problematic xvn, 
-atical xvi. - F. or late L. - Gr. 

proboscis elephant s trunk; elongated (tubu¬ 
lar) part of insect’s mouth, xvii. - L. - Gr. pro- 
boskis lit. ‘means of providing food’, f. pro-3-(- 

boskein cause to feed. 
proceed xrv. - (O)F. proceder - L. procedere, f. 
pro-' +cedere go. So procedure xvii. - (O)F. 

process fact of going on or being carried on xrv; 
proceedings at law; outgrowth xvi; continuous 
operation xvn. - (O)F. proces - L. processus, f. 
pp. stem of procedere proceed. Hence process 
vb.1 A (orig. Sc.) institute a process against xvi; 
B treat by a special process xix In A - OF. 
processer, in B f. the sb. So procession formal 
or ceremonial act of going in orderly succession 

xn; emanation (chiefly theol.) xrv. - (O)F. - L. 
processid, -on- advance, (later) religious pro¬ 
cession; hence process vb.* go in procession 
XIX. 

proclaim xrv. ME. proclame - L. prdclamdre 
cry out, f. pro-1 + cldmdre shout, see claim, to 
the sp. of which this word was assim. So pro¬ 
clamation xv. - (O)F. - L. 

proclitic (gram.) of a monosyllable closely lin 
ked with the following word and having no ac 
cent of its own. xix. - modL. procliticus, f. Gr. 
prokltnein lean forward, after late L. encliticus 
ENCLITIC. 

proclivity xvi. - L. proclivitds, f. proclivis in¬ 
clined, f. pro-1 + clivus slope; see ity 

proconsul governor of an ancient Roman 
province xrv; governor of a modern colony, etc. 
xix. - L. proconsul, for pro consule (one acting) 
for the consul; see pro-1, consul. So pro¬ 

consular xvn. - L. proconsular is. Similarly 
propraetor xvi. - L., for pro prx tore. 

procrastinate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. pro- 
crdstindre, f. pro-1 +crastinus belonging to to¬ 
morrow, f. eras tomorrow; see -ate*. 

procreate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. prdcrehre, f. 
pro-' +creare create; see -ate*. So procreation 

xrv. - (O)F. or L. 
Procrustean xix. f. Gr. Prokroustes name of 
a fabulous robber of Attica who stretched or 
amputated his victims to conform them to the 
length of his bed, f. prokrouein beat or hammer 
out, stretch out, f. pro * + krouein knock; see 
-ean. 

procto- comb, form of Gr. proktos anus, in 
(mainly) anat. and surg. terms, xix. 

proctor fagent, deputy, proxy xrv; advocate, at 
tomey xv; university officer representative of 
the Masters of Arts; representative of clergy in 
Convocation xvi. ME. proctour, syncopated 
form of procketour, procutour, reduction of pro- 
cur atour procurator. 

procurator orig. form of proctor, surviving in 
Sc. p fiscal, public prosecutor of a district, xm. - 
OF. procurateur or L. procurator manager, 
agent, deputy, collector in a province, f. pro- 
curare procure; see -ator. 

procure fcontrive; bring about by effort; 
obtain, win. xiii. - (O)F. procurer - L. procurare 
take care of, attend to, manage, f. pro-1 + curare 
look after. So procurer xiv (in earliest use, 
advocate, defender, manager). - AN procurour, 
OF. procureur - L. procurator, or- procurator. 

prod stab or poke with a pointed instrument, 
etc xvi. perh. of purely symbolic orig. 

prodigal xvi. - medL. prodigalis, f. prodigus 
lavish, rel. to prodigere drive forward, cast be¬ 
fore one, squander, f. prod-, var. of pro-1 + agere 
drive; see -al'. So prodigality xiv. - (O)F. - late 
L. 

prodigy fomen, portent xvi; marvel; one of pre 
cocious genius xvii. - L. prodigium,{. prod-, var. 
of pro-1 + an el. of uncert. orig.; see -y4. So pro¬ 

digious tominous, portentous; of the nature of 
a prodigy, xvi. - L. prodigiosus. 

produce bring forward xv; bring into exist¬ 
ence; extend in length xvi. - L. producere, f. pro ’ 

+ ducere lead. Hence sb. xvn. So product quan 
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tity produced by multiplying xv; thing produced 
by an operation xvn. - L. productum (math.), sb. 
use of n. pp. of prdducere. production xv. - 
(O)F. - L. productive xvn. - F or late L. 

proem xrv. ME. proheme (also prohemie) - OF. 
pro(h)eme (mod. proeme) or L. procemium 
(medL. prohemium) - Gr. prooimion prelude, f. 
pro-* + oime song. lay. 

profane secular xv; ritually impure; charac¬ 
terized by disregard of sacred things xvi. - OF. 
prophane (mod. profane) or L. profanus not 
sacred, uninitiated, impious, lit. ‘before, i.e. out¬ 
side, the temple’, f. pro-1 +fanum temple, fane. 
So profane vb. desecrate, violate, xrv - L. pro- 
fa no. re. profanation xvi. - F. or late L. pro¬ 
fanity xvn. - late L. 

profess be professed have taken solemn reli¬ 
gious vows xrv; trans. declare openly, affirm al¬ 
legiance to, lay claim to knowledge of, teach as 
a professor xvi. In earliest use in pp. repl. ^pro¬ 
fess (- (Q)F. profes - L. professus)-, later f. 
profess-, pp. stem of L. profiteri declare aloud or 
publicly, f. pro-* + fateri declare, confess, rel. to 
fabula fable. So profession taking of vows in 
a religious order xm; avowal of belief in or 
obedience to religion; occupation professed 
xvi. - (Q)F. - L.; hence professional ( al*) xvm. 
professor (or*) public teacher of the highest 
rank in a faculty of learning xrv; one who makes 
a profession (gen.) xv. - (O)F. professeur or L. 
professor. Hence professorate xix. So profes¬ 
sorial xvm. f. L. professorius. professoriate 
XIX. 

proffer xm. - AN., OF. proffrir, earlier por- 
offrir, puroffrir, f. por (:- L. pro-1) + offrir offer. 
So sb. xrv. - AN. prof re. 

proficient tmaking progress; that has made 
progress in learning, xvi. - L. proficiens, -ent-, 
prp. of proficere advance, f. pro-1 + facere do', 
make; see -ent. Hence proficiency xvi. 

profile xvn. - It. tprofilo, now proffilo, f. fpro- 
filare draw in outline. 
profit advantage, benefit; revenue, proceeds 
xrv; gain in a transaction xvn. - (O)F.L. pro- 
fectus progress, profit, f. pp. stem of proficere 
advance (see proficient). So profit vb. xrv. - 
(O)F. profiter, hence profiteer ( eer) xx. 

profligate foverthrown xvi; abandoned to 
vice xvi (sb. xvm). - L. profligdtus ruined, dis 
solute, pp. of profligare cast down, ruin, f. pro-' 
+ base flig- beat; see -ate1. Hence profligacy 
xvm. 

profound showing depth of thought or know¬ 
ledge xrv; abstruse, recondite; physically deep 
xv. - AN., OF. profund, (also mod.) profond 
L. profundus, f. pro-' + fundus bottom. So pro¬ 
fundity xv. - OF. or late L. 

profuse liberal to excess xv; very abundant 
xvn. - L. prof Hsus, adj. use of pp. of profundere 
pour forth, f. pro-' +fundere pour. So profusion 
xvi. - F. or L 

progeny xm. - OF. progenie - L. progenies de¬ 
scent, family, f. pro-'+*gen- (see kin). 

prognosis forecast of the course of a case of 
disease, xvn. - late L. prognosis - Gr. prognosis, 
f. progigndskein know beforehand; see pro-1. So 
prognostic previous indication or token xv; 

symptom xvi. Earlier form pron- - OF. pro- 
nostique (mod. -ic) - L. prognosticum, -con - Gr. 
progndstikon, sb. use of n. of adj. f. pro¬ 
gigndskein; see -ic. prognosticate ( ate*) xvi. f. 
pp. stem of medL. proig)n6sticdre. 

programme, U.S. program A. fSc. public 
notice xvn; B. descriptive notice or plan of in¬ 
tended proceedings xix. In sense A - late L. pro- 
gramma - Gr. programma public written notice, 
f. progrdphein write publicly, f. pro-1 4- grdphein 
write; in sense B - F. programme. 

progress onward march; visit of state xv; for¬ 
ward movement xvi. - L. progressus, f. pp. stem 
of progredi go forward, f. pro-' + grad f step, 
walk, go, f. gradus step. Hence progress vb. xvi; 
became obs. in England in xvn, but retained or 
formed afresh in America, whence it was re- 
adopted in England c.1800. So progression 
xiv. - F. or L. progressive xvn. - F. 

prohibit xv. f.prohibit-, pp. stem of L.prohibere 
hold back, prevent, forbid, f. pro in front, pro-' 
+ habere hold. So prohibition xrv. - (O)F. or L. 
prohibitive xvn. - F. 

project tdesign, scheme xrv; tconception, no¬ 
tion xvi; proposal for execution xvn. - L. pro¬ 
ject um, n. of pp. of proicere throw forth, expel, 
f. pro-1 -t-jacere throw. So project vb. plan xv; 
throw forward xvi. f. project-, pp. stem of L. pro¬ 
icere. projectile xvn. - modL. projectilis. pro¬ 
jection action of projecting; earliest in techn. 
sense of representation of a spherical surface on 
the flat. xvi. - L. 

prolate (geom.) lengthened in the direction of 
the polar axis xvn. - L. proldtus, used as pp. of 
proferre bring forward, produce, 

prolegomena xvn. pi. of L. prolegomenon - Gr. 
prolegomenon, n. of prp. pass, of prolegein say 
beforehand, f. pro-1 4- legein say. 

prolepsis anticipation, esp. as techn. device in 
rhet. and gram. xvi. - late L. prolepsis - Gr. pro¬ 
lepsis, f. prolambdnein anticipate, f. pro-* 

+ lambdnein take. So proleptic xvn. - Gr. 
proletarian pert, to the lowest class of the 
people xvn; wage-earning xix. f. L. proletarius 
Roman citizen of the lowest class under the con¬ 
stitution of Servius Tullius, one who served the 
state not with his property but only with his 
offspring, (hence) common, low, f. *proletus pro¬ 
vided with offspring, f. proles offspring; see 
-Arlan. So proletariat(e) xix. - F. proletariat. 

prolific producing (much) offspring, xvn. - 
medL. prolificus, f. L. proles offspring; see prec. 
and -fic. 

prolix lengthy xv; lengthy in discourse xvi. - 
(O)F. prolixe or L. prolixus spreading abroad, 
extended, lit. poured forth’, f. pro-1 +pp. for¬ 
mation on base of liquere be liquid. So pro¬ 
lixity xrv. - (O)F. - late L. 

prolocutor spokesman of an assembly, xv. - 
L. prolocutor pleader, advocate, agent-noun of 
proloqui speak out; see pro-', locution. 

prologue preface to a discourse or drama xm 
speaker of this xvi. - (Q)F. - L. prologus - Gr! 
prologos, f. pro-1 + logos speech, 

prolong extend in duration xv; lengthen in 
space xvi. - late L. prolongare, f. pro-1 + long us 
long*. So prolongation xv. - (O)F. or late L 
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prolusion preliminary attempt, essay, or dis¬ 
sertation. xvn. - L. prdlusid, -on-, f. pp. stem of 
prdludere carry out preliminary exercises, f. 
pro-' +■ ludere play; see -sion. 

promenade walk taken for exercise or amuse¬ 
ment xvi (purmenade, -ado), place for this xvn. - 

F. promenade, f. se promener walk, refl. of pro- 
mener cause to walk, alt. of pourmener, f. pour 
(:- L. pro pro-1) + mener lead; see -ade. Hence vb 

xvi. 
prominent projecting xvi; conspicuous xvm. - 

L. prominens, -ent-, prp. of prominere jut out, f. 
pro-' + base repr. also by mons mount1; see -ent. 

So prominence xvi 
promiscuous of mixed or disorderly charac¬ 
ter. xvii. f. L. promiscuus, f. pro-1 + miscere mix; 

see uous. Hence promiscuity xix. 
promise sb. xiv. - L. prcmissum, sb. use of n 
pp. of promittere send or put forth, promise, f 
pro-1 + mittere send. Hence vb. xv. So pro¬ 

missory xvn. - medL. promissorius 
promontory xvi. - medL. promontorium, alt. 
(after mons, mont- mount1) of L. prbmunturium, 
gen. considered to be f. pro pro-1 and a deriv. of 
mons\ cf. -ory1. 

promote advance in position xrv; further in 
growth xvi. f. promot-, pp. stem of L. promovere 
move forward; see pro-1, move. So promotion 

xv. - (O)F. - L. 
prompt ready or quick to act. xv. - (O)F. 
prompt or L. promptus brought forth, manifest, 
ready, disposed, pp. of promere bring forth, f. 
PRO-’-t-emere take. So prompt vb. incite to 
action xrv; assist (a speaker) by suggesting what 
is to be said xv; suggest, inspire xvn. perh. - 
medL. *promptdre. Hence prompter xv (theatr. 
XVII). 

promulgate xvi. f. pp stem of L. promulgare 
expose to public view, f. pro-1 + base of mulgere 
(vb.) milk, (hence) cause to issue forth, bring to 
light; see -ate*. 

prone naturally inclined, disposed xrv; bending 
forward and downward xvi; lying flat xvii. - L. 
pronus, f. pro forward (see pro-1). So pronation 

(physiol.) putting a fore limb into a prone 
position, xvn. - F. or medL. (f. late L. prondre). 
pronator muscle effecting this. xvin. 

prong forked instrument xv; tine of a fork xvii 

In early use also prang and varying with (dial.) 
sprong (xv); the form suggests connexion with 
MLG. prange pinching, pinching instrument, 
etc. (see pang). 

pronoun (gram.), xvi. f. pro-1 instead of + noun, 

after F. pronom, L. pronomen, tr. Gr. antonumia 
f. anti- + onuma, onoma name. So pronominal 

xvii. - late L. pronominalis. 
pronounce utter formally; speak in a set way. 
xiv. - OF pronuncier (mod. prononcer), for 
earlier purnuncier - L. pronuntidre proclaim, 
narrate, f. pro-1 + nuntidre announce. So pro¬ 

nunciation xv - (O)F. or L. 
proof that which makes good a statement xiu; 
action of proving or testing xrv; something prod¬ 
uced as a test xvi. Later ME. prof (pi. proves), 
superseding earlier pref, preve - OF. pr{o)eve, 
prueve (mod. preuve)late L. proba, f. probare 
test, prove. The substitution of prof for pref was 

due to assim. to the vb. Hence proof adj. of 
tested strength xvi; prob. from ellipsis of of in 
tarmour of proof. 

prop rod, stake, or beam to support a weight, xv. 
perh. - MDu. proppe vine-prop, support, corr. in 
form to MLG. proppe plug, stopper, bung, OHG. 
pfropfo sucker, shoot, graft, but the diversity of 
sense makes difficulties. Hence, or - (M)LG., 
(M)Du. proppen, prop vb. xv 

propaganda committee of cardinals charged 
with the foreign missions of the Church xvm; 
systematic scheme for the dissemination of a 
doctrine or practice xix. - It. (Sp., Pg j propa 
ganda, extracted from the modL. title con 
gregatio de propaganda fide congregation for 
propagating the faith; fern, gerundive of L. pro- 
pdgdre propagate. 

propagate multiply specimens of (a plant, 
etc.); cause to increase or spread, xvi. f. pp. stem 
of L. propdgare (prop.) multiply by means of 
layers or slips, rel. to propdgo, propdges set, 
layer, offspring, f. pro-1 + *pag- fix (cf. page1); 

see -ate*. So propagation xv. - (O)F. or L. 
propel texpel xv; drive forward xvn. - L. pro¬ 
peller e, f. pro-1 + pellere drive. So propulsion 
xvii. - medL. propulsio, -on- 

propensity xvi. f. propense disposed (xvi) - L. 
propensus inclining, inclined, pp. of propendere, 
f. pro-1 + pendere hang; see -ity. 

proper pert, to oneself or itself or to a person 
or thing particularly xm; strictly pertaining; 
thorough, complete; excellent, fine xrv; spe¬ 
cially adapted xv (cf. the adv ). ME. propre - 

(O)F. - L. prdprius one’s own, special, peculiar, 
prob. f. *propriuo as a private or peculiar thing. 
Hence properly xiii (appropriately, fittingly). 
So property ownership (esp. private) xm; thing 
or things owned xrv; attribute, quality; tpro- 
priety; portable article for a dramatic per¬ 
formance xv. ME. proprete - AN. *proprete, 
(O)F. propriete - L. prdprietas propriety. 

prophecy action or function of a prophet, 
utterance of a prophet, prediction of events, 
xm. - OF. profecie (mod. prophetie) - late L. pro¬ 
phetic - Gr. prophetic, f. prophites prophet; see 
-CY. So prophesy speak as a prophet, xrv. - OF. 
prophecier, f. prophecie. prophet inspired re- 
vealer of God’s will xn; one who predicts xm. - 
(O)F. prophete - L. propheta, -tes - Gr. propM 
tes interpreter, spokesman, esp. of the will of a 
deity, as in LXX and N.T., f. pro-* + -phetes 
speaker, f. phe-, phanai speak, prophetess 
(ess1) xm. - OF. prophetesse - late L. prophe- 
tissa. prophetic xvi, -leal xv. - F. or late L. 

prophylactic preventive of disease, xvi. - F. 
prophylactique - Gr. prophulaktikos, f. pro- 
phuldssein keep guard before; see pro-*, phyl¬ 

actery, -ic. 

propinquity nearness, proximity, xrv. - OF. 
propinquite or L. prapinquitas, f. propinquus 
neighbouring, f. prope near; see -ity 

propitiate render propitious, xvii. f. pp. stem 
of L. propitiare, f. propitius favourable, 
gracious; see -ate*. So propitiation xrv. 
propitiatory ( ory*) xm. - ecclL propitious 
XV. - OF. propicieus or f. L. propitius. 

propolis bee-glue, resinous substance with 
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which bees line their hives, xvn. - L. - Gr. pro¬ 
polis (i) suburb, (ii) bee-glue, f. pro-’-i-polis 

city. 
proportion comparative part, share; com¬ 
parative relation, relative size, xiv (not fully 
current before xvi). - (O)F. proportion or L. pro- 
portid, -on-, derived from phr pro portione 
proportionally, i.e. pro pro-1 + abl. of port id por¬ 
tion. So vb. make proportionate, xrv. - (O)F. 
or medL. proportionare. proportionable xiv. - 
late L. proportional xiv (sb.). - L. pro¬ 

portionate xiv. - late L. 
propose xiv. - (O)F. proposer, repr. L. pro- 
ponere (see pro-', pose). Hence proposal (-al2) 

xvii. So proposition act of propounding or plan 
propounded xiv; (math.) xvi. - (O)F. or L., f. pp 
stem of propdnere, whence propound xvi. alt. 
of fpropoune (for earlier propone xrv). 

propraetor see proconsul. 

proprietary grantee of one of certain Amer. 
colonies; proprietorship xvii; adj. xv. - late L. 
proprietarius (in medL. as sb. holder of prop¬ 
erty), f. proprietas property; see -ary. So pro¬ 

prietor xvii. alt. of prec. by irreg. substitution 
of suffix -TOR. 

propriety tproperty xv; fitness, appro¬ 
priateness xvii; conformity with good usage 
xviii. - (O)F. propriete - L. prdprietds pecu¬ 
liarity, ownership, f. prdprius proper; see -rrY. 

propulsion see propel. 

propylaeum entrance to a temple, etc.; intro¬ 
duction. xviii. - L. - Gr.propulaion, sb. use of n. 
adj. 'before the gate’, f. pro-2 + pule gate, 

prorogue textend in time; discontinue the 
meeting of (a legislative body, etc ), xv. - (O)F. 
proroger, \-guer - L. prorogare, f. pro-1 + rogare 
ask. So prorogation xv. - (O)F. or L. 

proscenium in the ancient theatre, space be¬ 
tween background and orchestra xvn; in the 
mod. theatre, space between curtain and 
orchestra xix. - L. proscenium - Gr. prosktnion, 
f. pro-2 + sken£ scene. 

proscribe post up the name of (a person) as 
condemned xvi; denounce, interdict xvii - L. 
proscribes publish in writing, f. pro-1 + scribere 
write. So proscription xiv. * 

prose form of language not restricted in 
measure or rhythm xiv, (eccl.) sequence xv; 
matter-of-fact expression xvi; prosy discourse 
xvii. - (O)F. - L. prosa, sb. use of fern, of prosus, 
for earlier prorsus straightforward, direct! 
contr of proversus, pp. of provertere turn for 
wards, f. pro-1 + vertere turn. So prosaic xvi. - 

F. or late L. prosaicus. Hence prosy xix. 
prosecute follow up, go on with xv; carry on; 
institute legal proceedings against xvi. f. 
prosecut-, pp. stem of L. prosequi pursue, ac 
company, f. pro-1 ysequi follow. So prose¬ 
cution xvi. - OF. or late L. 
proselyte XIV. - ChrL. proselytus - Gr. pro- 
stluthos stranger, sojourner (LXX), convert to 
Judaism (N T ), f. 2nd aorist stem (proseluth-) of 
proserkhesthai come to, approach. Hence pro¬ 
selytize XVII. 

prosody xv. - L prosodia accent of a syllable - 
Gr. prosoidia song sung to music, tone of a 
syllable, f. pros to + did6 song, ode; see -y*. 

proteus 

prosopopoeia (rhet.) figure by which an im¬ 
aginary or absent person is represented as act¬ 
ing, (hence) personification, xvi. - L. - Gr. 
prosdpopoiia representation in human form, f. 
prosopon face, person (f. pros toy dps face) + 
poiein make. 

prospect view afforded by a position xv; spec¬ 
tacle, scene; mental vista xvii. - L. prospectus 
look-out, view, f. prdspicere, f. pro-1-t-specere 
look. So or hence prospect vb. tlook forward 
xvi; explore a region for mineral xix (from the 
use of the sb. for ‘spot giving promise of mineral 
deposit’), prospective xvi. - obs. F. or late L. 
prospectus xviii. - L. 

prosper be fortunate or successful xv; trans. 
xvi. - (O)F. prosperer or L. prosperare, f. prosper, 
prosper us doing well or successfully. So pros¬ 
perity xiii. - (O)F. - L. prosperous xv. - F 
tprospereus. 

prostate (anat.) gland at junction of neck of the 
bladder and the urethra, xvii. - F. - Gr. prostates 
one that stands before, guardian, f. pro-2 + statos 
placed, standing. 

prosthesis (philol.) addition of a letter or syl¬ 
lable at the beginning of a word. xvi. - late L. - 
Gr. prosthesis, f. prostithenai add, f. pros to; see 
THESIS. 

prostitute tadj. offered or exposed to lust xvi; 
sb. xvn. - L. prostitutus (fern, prostituta as sb.), 
pp. of prostituere expose publicly, offer for sale, 
prostitute, f. pro-1 + statuere set up, place. So 
prostitute vb. xvi. f. pp. stem of the L. vb. pros¬ 
titution xvi. - (O)F. or late L. 

prostrate xiv. - L. prostratus, pp. ofprosternere 
throw in front, cast down, f. pro-1 + sternere lay 
low; see -ate2. So vb. xv. f. the pp. stem, pros¬ 
tration xvi. - (O)F. or late L. 

protagonist chief personage in a drama xvii; 

leading person in a contest or cause xix. - Gr. 
protagonistis, f. protos first + agonistds com¬ 
batant, actor, f. agon'izesthai contest; see -ist. 

protasis ffirst part of a play; (gram.) intro¬ 
ductory clause of a sentence, xvn. - L. - Gr. 
protasis proposition, problem, etc., f. proteinein 
put forward, tender, f. pro-2 + teinein stretch, 

protect xvi. f. protect-, pp. stem of L. protegere 
cover in front, f. pro-1 + tegere cover. So pro¬ 
tection xiv. - (O)F. or late L. protector xrv. - 
(O)F. - late L.; hence protectorate (-ate1) xvii. 

protege, fern, -gee xviii. - F., pp of proteger - 
L. protegere protect. 

protein (chem.) one of a class of organic com¬ 
pounds forming essential constituents of living 
organisms, xix. - F. proteine, G. protein, f. Gr. 
proteios primary, f. protos first; see -in. 

protest protestation xiv; formal written dec 
laration xvii; declaration of dissent xviii. - F 
tprotest (mod. protet), f. protester (whence pro¬ 
test vb. xv). - L. proiestdri declare formally, f. 
pro 1 + testari be a witness, assert. So Protes¬ 
tant applied to those who joined in the protest 
at the Diet of Spires in 1529; (hence) non- 
Roman Catholic xvi; (p ) one who protests (gen.) 
xvii. - L. prdtestdns, prp. of protestdri. pro¬ 
testation xiv - (O)F. - late L. 

proteus (Gr. and Rom. myth.) sea-god fabled to 
change his shape, transf. and fig. xvi; amoeba; 
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genus of bacteria; genus of amphibians xrx. - 
L. - Gr. Proteus. Hence protean changing, 
varying, xvi. 

proto- comb, form of Gr. protos first, obscurely 
rel. to pro pro-2; in many techn. terms, proto¬ 
martyr first martyr, e.g. St. Stephen, xv. - 
medL. protonotary principal notary, chief 
clerk, xv. - medL. protoplasm substance con¬ 
stituting the physical basis of life. xix. - G. pro¬ 
toplasma (see plasma), prototype xvn. - F. or 
late L. protozoa (zool.) division of animals of 
the most primitive type, xix, - modL., f. Gr. zoia 
animals; see zoology. 

protocol original note or minute of a trans 
action xvi; original draft or record of a dip¬ 
lomatic document xvii; etiquette of precedence, 
etc. xix. orig. prothocoll (in earliest use Sc.) - 
OF. prothocole (mod. protocole) - medL. proto- 
collum - Gr. protokollon first leaf of a volume, 
fly-leaf glued to the case and containing an 
account of the contents, f. proto- + kolla glue, 

proton (phys.) unit of matter associated with a 
charge of positive electricity, xx. - n. sg. of Gr 
protos first. 
protract A. lengthen out; B. draw to scale, xvi. 
f. protract-, pp. stem of L. prbtrahere prolong, 
defer, in medL. also in sense B, f. pro-1 + trahere 
draw. So protraction xvi. - F. or late L. Hence 
protractor ( or1) one who prolongs time, etc.; 
instrument used in setting off and measuring 
angles, xvn. 

protrude xvii. - L. protrudere, f. pro-' + trudere 
press, thrust. So protrusion xvn. - F. 

protuberant xvii. - prp. of late L. protuberdre, 
f. pro-' + tuber bump, swelling; see -ant. Hence 
protuberance xvii. 

proud having a high opinion of oneself OE.; 
feeling honoured; stately, grand xm; tvaliant 
xrv; overgrown, tumid xvi. Late OE. prud (also 
prut) - OF. prud, prod, nom. pruz, pro(u)z 
(mod. preux) valiant, gallant - Rom. *prodis, f. 
L. prodesse be of value, be good, f. prod, var. of 
pro pro-1 4- esse be. 
prove try, test xii; make good, establish xm. 
OE. profian, succeeded by - OF. prover (mod. 
prouver) L. probare test, approve, demon¬ 
strate, f. probus good. 

provenance xix. - F., f. prp. of provenir come 
forth - L. provenire, f. pro-1 + venire come. So 
provenience xix. derived immed. from the prp. 
of the L. vb. See -ance, -ence. 

Provencal pert, to Provence, former province 
in south-east France xvi; the Romance language 
spoken there xvii. - F. - L. provincialis prov¬ 
incial; the southern part of ancient Gaul, under 
Roman rule long before the rest, was familiarly 
styled (nostra) provincia the or our province, 

provender tprebend; food, provisions, xiv. - 
OF. provendre, var. of provende Rom. *pro- 
benda, alt. of L. praebenda prebend. 

proverb xrv. - (O)F. proverbe or L. proverbium, 
f. pro-' + verbum word, as if ‘a set of words put 
forth’. So proverbial xv. - L. 

provide f(intr.) exercise foresight; furnish for 
use; fit out. xv. - L. providere foresee, attend to, 
f. pro-1 + videre see. So providence foresight, 
timely care xiv; applied to God xvn. - (O)F. 
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or L. provident xv. - L.; hence providential 
XVII. 

provision appointment to a see or benefice not 
yet vacant xrv; fforesight, providing in advance; 
clause providing for a matter; supply of neces 
saries, etc. xv; supply of food xvn. - (O)F. - L. 
provisid, -on-, f. pp. stem of providere provide; 
see -ion. So proviso xv. - L. proviso, abl. sg. n. 
of pp. of providere, as used in medL. phr. proviso 
quod (or ut).. it being provided that. . provisor 
holder of a certain grant (now hist, in Statute of 
Provisors): (arch.) one who provides, or purveys 
xrv. - AN. provisour (F. proviseur) - L. provisor. 
see -or!. Hence provisional ( al1) xvii. 

province district, region xiv; territory outside 
Italy under Roman rule, hence gen., department 
of activity xvii. - (O)F. - L. provincia charge, 
official duty, administration or region of con¬ 
quered territory; of unkn. orig. So provincial 
xrv. Hence provincialism xviii. 

provoke xv. - (O)F. provoquer or L. provocare, 
f. pro-1 + vocare call. So provocation, pro¬ 
vocative xv. - (O)F. or (late) L 

provost official set over others (in various spec, 
uses). Late OE. profost (also prafost), corr. to 
MLG., MDu. provest, MDu proofst (Du. proost), 
OHG. probost (G. probst, propst), ONorw. pro- 
fastr: in ME. reinforced from AN. provost (also 
prevost, modF. prevdt) - medL. propositus, used 
alongside prsepositus, sb. use of pp. of L. 
praeponere place in front, set in authority, f. prae 
pre-, pro-1 +ponere place. 

prow xvi. - (O)F. proue - Pr proa or It. dial. 
prua L. prbra - Gr. prbira, f. base repr. by L. 
pro before, in front of (pro-1). 

prowess valour, manly courage xm. - OF. 
proesce (mod. prouesse), f. prou, early prod, etc. 
valiant; see proud, -ess2. 

prowl xiv. ME. prolle, of unkn. orig. 
proximate immediately adjacent xvi; coming 
next xvn. - L. proximdtus, pp. of proximdre ap 
proach, f. proximus nearest, superl. of *proqe, 
var. ofprope near; see -ate2. So proximity xv. - 
(Q)F or L. 

proxy action of a substitute or deputy xv; docu¬ 
ment authorizing a person to act for another 
xvi. Earlier forms procusie, prokecye, proccy, 
contr. of fprociu)racy, - medL. prbcurdtia, repl. 
L. procuratio procuration; see -acy. 

prude sb. and fadj. xviii. - F. prude adj. and 
sb., back-formation from prudefemme, mis¬ 
understood as adj. + sb but prop. fem. (f. *preu 
de femme) corr. to prud'homme good man and 
true, earlier prodome (f. *pro de ome ‘fine thing 
of a man’); cf. proud. Hence prudish ( ish1) 
xviii So prudery xviii. - F. 

prudent xiv. - (O)F. prudent or L. pnidens fore¬ 
seeing, sagacious *prowidens, f. pro-1 + prp. of 
videre see. So prudence xiv. - (O)F. - L. pru¬ 
dential xvii. - medL. or f. L. prudentia. 

prune' dried fruit of the plum tree. xrv. - 
(O)F. Rom. *pruna, fem. sg. for L. n. pruna, 
pi. of prunum plum. 

prune2 trim (feathers) with the beak. xrv. ME 
pru(y)ne, also proyne - pres, stem poroign- of 
OF. poroindre, f. por- (mod. pour-: L. pro-1) 
+ oindre (:- L. ungere anoint). 
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prune* lop superfluous growth from. xv. Early 
forms prouyne, proine, pruine - OF. proignier, 
earlier prooignier Rom. *prorotundidre, f. 
pro-1 + * rotund iare cut round, f. rotundus 
ROUND. 

prunella strong (worsted) stuff used for aca¬ 
demic gowns, xvn. of uncert. orig. 

prurient itching, having an itching desire xvn; 
given to lewd thoughts xvm. - L. pruriens, -ent-, 
prp of prurire itch, long, be wanton; see -ent. 

So prurigo, pruritus xvn. 
prussic pert, to or derived from Prussian blue, 
which was so called from having been dis¬ 
covered (1704) by Diesbach, a Berlin colour- 
maker; p. acid hydrocyanic acid. xvm. - F. 
prussique, f. Prusse Prussia; see -ic. 

pry1 look closely or inquisitively, xiv. of unkn. 
orig. 

pry* (dial, and U S.) prize up xix. Evolved from 
prize4 through apprehending the final cons as 
the ending of the 3rd sg. pres. ind. 

psalm OE. (p)s(e)alm (reinforced in ME. from 
OF ), corr to OHG. (p)salmo (G. psalm), ON. 
(p)salmr - late L. psalmus - Gr. psalmos pluck¬ 
ing with the fingers, sounding of the harp, 
(in LXX and N T.) song sung to the harp, f. 
psdllein pluck, sing to the harp. So psalmist 
xv. - late L psalmody (-Y*) xiv. - late L. psal 
modia - Gr. psalmoidid (see ode). So psalter 
OE. (p)saltere. corr. to OHG. (p)salteri, ON. 
(p)saltari - late L. psalterium - Gr. psaltlrion 
stringed instrument, (in ChrL. and ChrGr. 
writers) the book of Psalms of the O.T.; and 
ME. sauter - AN. sauter, OF. sautier (mod. 
psautier). psaltery ancient stringed instru¬ 
ment. xm. ME. sautrii)e - OF, sauterii)e - L. 
psalterium, all finally superseded by latinized 
forms in ps-, which have been exclusively used 
since 1600. 

psephology study of public elections, xx. f. Gr. 
psephos pebble, vote + -logy. 

pseudo-, before a vowel pseud-, repr. comb 
form of Gr. pseudts false, pseudos falsehood, in 
comps, adopted (often through L.) from Gr. or 
modelled on them. 

pseudonym xix. - F. pseudonyme - Gr. pseud- 
dnumon, n. of pseuddnumos (onuma, onoma 
name), whence pseudonymous xvm. 

psittacosis contagious disease of birds, esp. 
parrots, xix. f. L. psittacus - Gr. psittakos parrot; 
see osis. 

psoriasis (path.) disease of the skin. xix. - Gr. 
psoriasis, f. psorian itch. 

psyche soul, spirit, mind. xvii. - L. psyche - Gr. 
psukhi breath, soul, life, rel. to psdkhein 
breathe, blow. So psychic xix, -ical xvii (rare 
before xix); first in senses pert, to soul or mind, 
later pert, to conditions supposed to be outside 
the physical domain - Gr. psukhikos. psycho-, 
before a vowel psych-, repr. comb, form of Gr. 
psukhi used in techn. terms since xvii, but pro- 
lifically only since mid-xix. psychiatry healing 
of mental disease (Gr. iatros healer), psy¬ 
chology science of the human soul or mind. 
xvii (rare before xix). - modL. psychologia. So 
psychological xvm. 

ptarmigan xvi. Early forms (in Sc. use) ter- 

migan(t), termagant, tormichan - Gael, tar- 
machan, of unkn. orig.; fancifully sp. ptarmigan 
(xvn) after Gr. words with pt-, e.g. pteron wing, 

pterido- repr. comb, form of Gr. pteris, -id- fern, 
pterodactyl extinct winged reptile, xix. f. Gr. 
pteron wing + ddktulos finger, 
ptisan medicinal decoction, orig. barley-water, 
xiv. Earlier tizanne, tysan, later ptisane (xvi) - 
(O)F. tisane, later tptisane - medL. tisana, L. 
ptisana - Gr. ptisane peeled barley, 
barley-water. 

puberty xiv (not frequent till xvi). - L. pubertas 
(or the deriv. F. puberte), f. pubes, -er- adult; see 
-ty. So pubes xvi, whence pubic xix. pubes¬ 
cent of the age of puberty xvn; downy xvm. - F. 
pubescent or L. pubescens, -ent-, prp. of pubescere 
reach the age of puberty, pubescence xvn. 

public pert, to the people or to a community as 
a whole xv; sb. in p. xv; the state or com¬ 
monwealth; the community as a whole xvn; 
short for p house (xvn), i.e. of entertainment 
xvm. - (O)F. public, -ique or L. publicus, based 
on pubes adult’ with crossing from poplicus, f. 
populus people; see -ic. So publican tax- 
gatherer xn; keeper of a public house xvm. - 
(O)F. publicain - L. publicanus orig. farmer gen¬ 
eral of the revenues, f. publicum public revenue, 
sb. use of n. of publicus. publicist one learned 
in international law xvm; political journalist 
xix; publicity agent xx. - F., f. L. (jus) publicum 
public law. publicity being open to public ob¬ 
servation xvm; making things public xx. - F. 
publicize xx. 

publish make publicly known xrv; issue copies 
of (a book, etc.) to the public xvi. ME. puplise, 
-ische, pubhshe, f. stem of OF. puplier, (also 
mod.) publier - L. publicare make public, f. pub¬ 
lic us public; see -ish*. So publication xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. 

puce purplish-brown, xvm. - (O)F. puce flea 
(couleur puce ‘flea colour’ xvn) L. pulex, 
pulic-. 

puck fevil spirit or demon, spec, the Devil OE.; 
mischievous sprite xvi. Late OE. puca = ON. 
puki mischievous demon; ult. orig. unkn. 

pucka see pukka. 
pucker contract into wrinkles, xvi. prob. fre¬ 
quent. f. base pok- of poke1, pocket, as if make 
pockets’, ‘form into bag-like gatherings’; see 
-er4. Hence sb. xvm. 

pudding animal’s stomach or intestine stuffed 
with meat, etc. xm; (dial.) pi. entrails xv; prep¬ 
aration of food with basis of flour boiled, orig. 
in a bag xvi. ME. poding, puddyng, corr. in 
meaning to (O)F. boudin. 

puddle xrv ME. podel, later puddel, dim. of OE. 
pudd ditch, furrow, see -le' So vb. dabble in 
mud, etc. xv; make muddy xvi; stir (molten iron) 
xvm. 

pudendum pi. -enda private parts xvn (once 
xrv). - late L. pudenda, sb. use of n. sg. and pi. of 
pudendus, gerundive of L. pudet it is shameful, 

puerile xvii. - F. pueril or L. puerilis, f. puer 
boy, child; see -ile. So puerility xvi. 

puerperal pert, to parturition, xvm. f. L. puer- 
perus parturient, f. puer child -t- -parus bringing 
forth; see prec., parent, -al\ 
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puff short emission of air or vapour xm; swollen 
or inflated object (light pastry) xv; (exaggerated) 
commendation xvii. So vb. expel breath with the 
lips xiii; inflate xvi. perh. repr. OE. *puf orpyfff) 
sb., *puffan or pyffan vb., corr. to (M)Du. puffen, 
Du. pof, poffen, LG. pof, puf\ imit. of the sound 
of the breath. 

puffin xrv. ME. poffo(u)n, pophyn, prob f. puff. 
pug fterm of endearment; fcourtesan, harlot; 
bargeman xvi; fimp; monkey xvii; dwarf breed 
of dog xvin; genus of moths xix. of unkn. orig.; 
it is not certain that all the senses belong to the 
same word. 

pugilist xvni. f. L. pugil, f. base of pugnus fist, 
pugndre fight; see -ist. So pugnacious xvii. f. 
L. pugndx, -ac-, f. pugndre. pugnacity xvii. - L. 

puisne younger, junior (now only of judges). 
xvi. leg. sp. of PUNY. 

puissant (arch.) powerful, xv. - (O)F. Gallo- 
Rom. *possiantem, for L. potins, potent- potent'. 
So puissance xv. See -ance, -ant. 

puke vomit, xvi. prob. of imit. orig. 
pukka, pucka of full weight; genuine; reliable, 
permanent, xvii. - Hindi pakkd cooked, ripe, 
mature, real. 

pule whine, cry plaintively, xvi. prob. of imit. 
orig. 

pull Late OE. pullian, having ostensible simi¬ 
larity in form and sense to LG. pulen shell, strip, 
pluck, MDu. polen strip, and (M)LG. pule, Du. 
peul husk, shell, the meaning ‘pluck, snatch' 
being prob. the original. Hence sb. xrv. 

pullet xrv. - (O)F. poulet, fern, -ette, dim. of poule 
hen Rom. Apulia, fern, of L. pullus young 
animal, chicken. 

pulley xiv. ME. poley - OF. polie (mod. poulie) 
Rom. *polidia (n. pi. used as fern, sg ), pi. of 
*polidium, prob. - medGr. *polidion, dim. of 
polos pole3, also windlass, capstan. 

Pullman railway carriage constructed as a 
saloon, xix. f. name of the Amer. designer, 
George M. Pullman (1831-97). 

pullulate sprout xvii; swarm xix. f. pp. stem of 
L. pullulare spring forth, grow, f. pullulus, dim. 
of pullus young of an animal, chick; see ate*. 

pulmonary xvm. - L pulmonarius, f. pulmo, 
■on- lung; see -ary. 

pulp fleshy part of fruit, etc. xvi; soft formless 
mass xvii. - L. pulpa. 

pulpit xrv. - L. pulpitum scaffold, platform, 
stage, medL. pulpit; of unkn. orig. 

pulse' rhythmical dilatation of the arteries, xrv. 
ME. pous, pouce, later puls - OF. pous, later 
(latinized) pouts L. pulsus beating *pelssos 
f. base of pellere drive, beat. So pulse vb. tdrive; 
pulsate, xvi. - L. pulsdre, frequent, of pellere. 
pulsate xvm, pulsation xvi. - L. 

pulse3 edible seeds of leguminous plants, xm. 
ME. pols - OF. pols (mod. dial. poul(s), pou) 
L. puls ipult) thick pottage of meal or pulse (cf. 
Gr. poltos porridge), rel. to pollen. Latinized in 
form from xv. 

pulverize reduce to powder, xvi. - late L. 
pulverizdre, f. puluis, pulver- dust, powder; 
see ize. So pulverulent powdery, crumbling. 
xvii. - L. 

puma xvm. - Sp. - Quechua. 
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pumice xv ME. pomys - OF. pomis - L. dial. 
pomic-, var. ofpumex, pumic-. 

pummel xvi Earlier pome It, poumile, pumble, 
f. pommel, the orig. sense being ‘strike with 
the pommel of a sword (instead of the edge or 
point)'. 

pump1 mechanical device for raising water, etc. 
xv. In earliest use naut.; corr. to late MDu. 
pompe wood or metal pipe, stone conduit, Du. 
pomp ship’s pump, LG. pumpie), the evidence is 
inadequate to decide whether the word was 
prior in Eng. or LG. Hence pump vb. xvi. 

pump3 light close-fitting shoe. xvi. of unkn. 
orig. 

pumpernickel German rye bread, xvm. - G., 
of unkn. orig. 

pumpkin xvii. alt. (by assim. of the ending to 
-kin) of pumpion, earlier pompon - F. tpompon, 
nasalized form of fpopon, var. of *pepon - L. 
pepo, on- - Gr. pepdn large melon, sb. use of 
pepon ripe. 

pun sb. xvii. perh. short for tpundigrion, of un- 
cert. orig. Hence vb. xvii. punster xvii. 

punch' tdagger xv (rare); instrument for prick¬ 
ing or piercing xvi, for impressing a design xvii. 
Shortening of puncheon’, which it has mostly 
superseded, if not f. punch4. 

punch3 {Punch) hump backed short grotesque 
male figure; principal character in the puppet- 
show of Punch and Judy xvm; short fat man 
(also adj ) xvii; one of a breed of thick-set horses 
(e.g. Suffolk p.) xix. Shortening of Punchinello. 

punch* beverage from wine, spirits, mixed with 
hot water or milk, etc. xvii. of unkn. orig. 

punch4 (dial.) poke, prod, fstab xrv; pierce with 
holes; deliver a sharp blow at esp. with the fist 
xvi. var. of tpounce emboss, pink the edge of 
(xv), prob. of Rom. orig. (cf. next). 

puncheon' pointed tool or tweapon, xiv. ME. 
pons(y)on, ponchon - OF. poinson, po(i)nchon 
(mod. poinqon) Rom. *punctione(m), f. Rom. 
*puncliare prick, punch. 

puncheon3 (mostly Sc.) large cask (esp. one of 
specific capacity), xv. Identical in form with 
prec., but if it is the same word the sense- 
development is obscure. 

Punchinello principal character in an Italian 
puppet show. xvii. Current from the outset in 
two main forms Policinello and Punchinello 
(with vars. in Pon-, -elle). - Neapolitan dial. 
Polecenella, in literary It. Pulcinella, perh. based 
on dim. of pollecena young of the turkey-cock 
(whose hooked beak the nose of Punch 
resembles). 

punctilio ffine or minute point; minute detail 
of conduct, xvi (puntilio). - It. puntiglio,Sv. pun 
tillo, dim. of punlo point; later assim. to L. So 
punctilious xvii. - F pointilleux. punctual 
pert, to a point or dot xrv; fbearing on the point, 
precise, tminutely observant of rule, etc.; ex¬ 
actly observant of appointed time xvii. - medL. 
punctualis (see -al'); hence punctuality xvii. 
punctuate point out (rare) xvii; put the stops in 
(a sentence) xix. f. pp. stem of medL. punctudre 
prick, point, etc.; see -ate*. So punctuation 
fpointing of the psalms xvi; insertion of vowel 
points in Hebrew, etc., of stops in a sentence 



pundit c 

XVII. - medL. punctuatio puncture prick, per¬ 
foration. xrv (rare before xvi). - L. punctura (see 
-ure); hence vb. xvn. 

pundit learned Hindu, xvn. - Hindi pandit 
Skr. pandita- learned, skilled, sb. learned man, 
scholar. 

pungent xvi. - L.pungens, -ent-, prp. ofpungere 
prick; see -ent. 

punish xrv. ME. punisse, -ischs - (0)F. puniss-, 
extended stem (see -i$h*) of punir L. punire, 
earlier pcenire, f. poena pain. Hence punish¬ 
ment xv. - OF. punissement. So punitive xvii. - 
F. punitif, -ive or medL. punitivus, f. punit-, pp 
stem of punire. 

punk1 (obs. or arch.) prostitute, xvi. of unkn. 
orig. 

punk* rotten wood, touchwood xvm; something 
worthless xix; person of no account xx. of unkn. 
orig. 

punkah portable fan xvn; fan of cloth stretched 
on a frame xix. - Hindi pankhd fan Skr. 
pak^aka- fan, f. pak$d wing, 
punnet xix. perh. dim. of pun, dial. var. of 
pound1; see -et. 

punt1 flat-bottomed shallow boat. xv. In earliest 
use (E. Anglian) pontebot, punte boot (boat) - 
MLG. punte, punto ferry-boat, mud-boat, corr. 
to late OE. punt (which did not survive), MDu. 
ponte (Du. pont) ferry-boat, pontoon - L ponto 
Gaulish transport vessel, pontoon. Hence vb 
xix. 

punt* at cards, lay a stake against the bank, 
xvm. - F. ponter, rel. to ponte punt in ombre, 
player against the bank - Sp. punto = (O)F 
pointe point (the Sp. word is used in ombre, 
quadrille, etc. for the ace of certain suits), 

punt® in Rugby football, kick (the ball) after 
dropping it from the hands before it reaches the 
ground, xix. prob. spec, use of dial, punt push 
with force. 

puny fjunior, puisne; tinexperienced; of in¬ 
ferior size or strength, xvi. - OF puisne (mod. 
puine), f. puis (:- L. postea or Rom. *postius) 
afterwards + ne (:- L. natus) bom; the ending 
has been assim. to -y'. 

pup xvm. back-formation f. puppy, as if this were 

a dim. in -Y®. 

pupa chrysalis, xix. - modL. use of L. pupa girl, 
doll 

pupil1 orphan who is a minor and hence a ward 
xrv; one under instruction xvi. - (O)F. pupille m. 
and fern, or its source, L. pupillus, -ilia orphan, 
ward, dim. ofpupus boy, pupa girl, 

pupil* circular opening in the iris of the eye. 
xvi. - (O)F. pupille or L. pupilla, dim. of pupa 
girl, doll, pupil of the eye (see prec ). The ap¬ 
plication of the L. words to the pupil of the eye is 
based on, or parallel to, that of Gr. kore- maiden, 
girl, doll, pupil (the allusion being to the tiny 
images of persons and things that may be seen 
therein). 

puppet fdoll; (human) figure jointed and 
moving on strings or wires xvi; lathe-head xvii. 

Earlier in deriv. puppetry; var. of poppet. 
puppy flap dog, toy dog xv; young dog xvi; con¬ 
temptuously of a person xvi. ME. popi(e), corr. 
in form to OF. popee, (also mod.) poupee doll 

purloin 

Rom. *puppdta, f. *puppa girl, doll; see poppet, 
-Ys. 

Fur an a sacred works of Hindu mythology. 
xvii. - Skr. purdna- pert, to olden times, sb. tale 
of the past. f. purd formerly, 

purblind fquite blind xm; tblind in one eye 
xrv; partially blind, short- or dim-sighted xvi. 
orig. pur(e) blind, i.e. purie), ME. adv. use of 
pure, and bund adj. 

purchase tcontrive, devise xiii; tprocure, ac¬ 
quire; buy xiv; (naut.) haul in or up xvi. - AN. 
purchacer, OF. pour charier seek to obtain, pro¬ 
cure, f intensive pur , por-, pour- (:- L. pro-1) 

+ chacier (mod. chasser) chase1. So sb. xiii. 

purdah curtain, esp to screen women from 
sight xvm; system of seclusion of Indian women 
xix. - Urdu - Pers. pardah. 

pure not mixed xm; guiltless, innocent xrv; 
chaste xv. - (O)F. pur, fern, pure L. purus, 

rel to Skr. putd- purified, Ir. ur green, fresh. So 
purify, purification xiv. - (O)F. or (late) L. 
purist xvm. - F. puriste purity xiii (purete). - 
(O)F purete; later assim. to late L. 

puree soup made from vegetables, etc. pulped 
and passed through a sieve, xix. - (O)F., f. purer 

purify, squeeze (fruits, etc.) to obtain the pulp, 
purfle adorn with a border, xiv. - OF. purfiler - 

Rom. *profilare, f. pro-1 +filum thread, 
purge A. make pure, cleanse, free from guilt 
xrv; B. empty (the bowels) xv. - (O)F purger 

L. purgdre purify, for purigdre, f. purus pure 

So purgation xiv. - (O)F. or L. purgative xv. - 
(O)F. or late L. purgatory condition or place of 
spiritual purging, xm. - AN. purgatorie, (O)F. 
purgatoire - medL purgdtorium, sb. use of n. 
of late L. purgatorius cleansing; hence pur¬ 
gatorial xv. 

Puritan Protestant who aimed at further pu¬ 
rification of Reformed doctrine and practice, 
xvi. f. late L. puritds purity (cf. pure) + -an. 
Hence puritanic, -ical xvn 

purl1 cord made of twisted gold or silver wire; 
fpleat, frill xvi; loop on the edge of lace, etc. xvn; 
inversion of stitches in knitting producing a rib¬ 
bed appearance xix. So vb. xvi. orig. pyrle, pirle, 
of unkn. orig. The last sense of the sb. may be a 
different word. 

purl2 (of water) whirl with a murmuring sound, 
xvi. So sb. fsmall rill xvi; purling motion or 
sound xvn. prob. imit.; cf. Norw. pur la bubble 
up, gush out, Sw. dial, porla ripple, gurgle, 

purl* revolve, whirl round xvm; turn head over 
heels xix. perh. identical with purl1. Hence 
purler headlong fall, swingeing blow. xix. 

purlieu tract of land on the border of a forest 
xv; (one’s) haunt or bounds; outlying district, 
esp. of a mean sort xvn. orig purlew, pre¬ 
sumably alt (by assim. to lieu) of AN. puraleie), 
-ley perambulation, tract of land between the 
wider bounds of a forest and those fixed by a 
perambulation, OF. pourallee, f. po(u)raler tra¬ 
verse, f. por-, pour- (:- L. pro forth, pro-') +alter 
g°. 

purlin (archit.) horizontal beam running along 
the length of a roof. xv. of uncert. orig. 

purloin tremove, do away with xv, take dis¬ 
honestly xvi. - AN. purloigner, OF. porloigner. 
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f- por-, pour- (:- L. pro forth, pro-') + loign (mod. 
loin) far (:- L. longe, adv. of longus long’). 

purple (orig.) of crimson or other red colour; 
(later) of a colour obtained by mixing red and 
blue OE.; sb. xv. Late OE. purple, reduced and 
dissimilated form of purpuran, obi. case of pur- 
pure ‘purple’ clothing or garment - L. purpura - 
Gr. porphura shellfish that yielded the Tyrian 
purple dye, dye itself, cloth dyed therewith, 

purport tenor or substance of a document, etc 
xv. - AN., OF pur-, porport produce, contents, 
f. purporter medL. proportare, f. L. pro pro-1 
+portdre carry, bear. So purport vb. state, 
mean. xvi. - OF. purporter. 

purpose object in view xin; intention, aim; mat 
ter in hand, now only in phr. to the p. xrv; on 
p. by design xvi. - OF. porpos, purpos (mod. 
propos, after L. propositum), f. por-, purposer 
design, intend (whence purpose vb. xrv). f. L. 
proponere propose, after poser (see pose1). 

purr sb. and vb. xvii. imit. of the vibratory 
sound made by a cat. 

purse money-bag of leather, etc. OE. purs - late 
L. bursa (whence also (O)F. bourse), var. of 
byrsa - Gr. bursa leather, bag (cf. bursar) 

Hence purse vb. pocket xrv; wrinkle xvii. 

purser fmaker of purses; purse-bearer, trea¬ 
surer, esp. ship’s officer who keeps the ac¬ 
counts and provisions, xv. 

purslane herb Portulaca oleracea. xrv. ME. 
purcelan(e) - OF. porcelaine, identical in form 
with the F. word for porcelain, and prob. assim. 
to that from L. porcil(,t)aca, more usu. portulaca. 

pursue xiii. ME. pursiwe, -sewe - AN. pursiwer, 
-suer = OF. porsivre (mod. poursuivre) Rom. 
*per-, *prosequere, for L. prosequi prosecute. So 
pursuant consequent and conformable, xvii. 

pursuance xvi. pursuit fpersecution xiv; 
tsuit, petition; act of pursuing xv; following of 
an occupation xvi. - (O)F. poursuite (see suit). 

pursuivant junior officer attendant on heralds, 
xrv. - OF. pursivant. sb use of prp. of pursivre 

pursy fshort-winded xv; (arch.) corpulent xvi. 
Later form of tpursive, -if - AN. porsif alt. of 
OF. polsif (mod. poussif), f. polser breathe with 
difficulty, pant L. pulsare drive or agitate 
violently. 

purulent of the nature of pus. xvi. - L. puru- 
lentus, f. pus, pur- pus; see -ulent. 

purvey fsee to, foresee; provide, supply, xiii. 

ME. porvaie, -veie - AN. por-, purveier, OF. por- 
veeir (mod. pourvoir)L. providere provide. So 
purveyor ( or1) xiii. - AN. purveur, OF. por- 
veour, -eur 

purview body of a statute, following the pre¬ 
amble xv; scope of a document, etc. xvm. - AN. 
purveu, OF. porveu (mod. pourvu). pp. of 
porveeir purvey; orig. clause introduced by 
purveu est it is provided, or purveu que provided 
that. 

pus xvi. - L. pus, pur-. 
push vb. xiii. - AN *pusser, (O)F. pousser, 
tpou([)ser L. pulsare, frequent, f. puls-, pp. 
stem of pellere drive, thrust. Hence sb. xvi. 

pusillanimous xvi. f. late L. pusillammis, f. 
pusillus very small, weak (f pusus boy, rel. to 
puer boy) + animus mind; see -ous. 

puss cat, esp as a call name xvi (also puss-cat); 
hare; applied to a girl or woman xvn. prob. - 
MLG. pus (also puskatte), Du. poes, cf. Ir., Gael. 
pus: of unkn. orig. Hence pussy ( y®) xviii. 

pustule xrv - (O)F. pustule or L. pustula blis¬ 
ter, f. imit. base *pu- *phu- blow, inflate; see -ule. 

put1 (obs. or dial.) push, thrust, knock, butt (cf. 
putt); transf. in various applications ranging 
from forcing or urging to placing or setting in a 
place or position. Fully evidenced from xn on¬ 
wards; repr. OE. *putian (u of uncertain quan¬ 
tity), repr. only in noun of action putung 
instigation; parallel forms are OE. potion, ME. 
pot{t)e, OE. pytan, ME. pitte, ult. orig. unkn. 

put2 see putt. 

putative xv. - (O)F. putatif or late L. putativus, 
f. pp. stem of L. putdre reckon, think; see -ive. 

putlog, putlock short horizontal timber in 
scaffolding, xvn. of uncert. orig 

putrefaction rotting, decomposition, xrv. - 
(O)F. putrefaction or late L. putrefactio, on-, f. L. 
putrefacere, f. puter, putr- rotten +.facere make, 
do1. So putrefy xv. - L. putrefacere. putrid 
(-id1) xvi. - L. putridus. putrescence xvii, 

-escent xvm. 
putt, put2 (Sc.) tpush, shove xvi; throw, hurl 
(stone or weight) xvm; (spec, in golf). Formally 
identical with put’, with differentiated 
pronunc. 

puttee strip of cloth wound spirally round the 
leg. xix. - Hindipaftiband, bandage, 

putty jeweller’s polishing powder; plasterer’s 
fine cement xvii; glazier’s cement for fixing 
panes xvm. - F. potee potter’s glaze, jeweller’s 
putty, loam for moulds, orig. potful, f. pot pot; 

see -y*. 

puzzle vb. xvi. of unkn. orig. Hence sb. xvii. 

puzzolana var. of pozzolana. 

py(a)emia (path.) blood-poisoning marked by 
the formation of pus foci. xix. f Gr. puon 
pus + haima blood; see -ia\ 

pygmy, pigmy xiv. In earliest use pi. pyg- 
meis - L. pygmaei, pi. of pygmaeus - Gr. pugmaios 
dwarflish), f. pugmt measure of length from 
elbow to knuckles, fist. 

pyjamas, U.S. pajamas (prop.) loose trou¬ 
sers tied round the waist, (by extension) sleep¬ 
ing suit of these with jacket, xvm. - Urdu (Pers.) 
pay jama ‘leg-clothing’. 
pylon (archit.) gateway xix; tower, mast, etc. 
marking a course, supporting a span of wire, 
etc. xx. - Gr pul6n, f. pule gate, 

pylorus (anat.) opening from the stomach into 
the duodenum, xvn. - late L. pylorus - Gr. 
puloros, pulouros gate keeper, f. pule gate + 
ouros watcher, warder. 

pyo-, before a vowel py-, comb, form of Gr. 
puon pus, as in pyorrhoea (Gr. rhoia flow) 
(path.) discharge of pus. xvm. 

pyramid monumental (esp. Egyptian) struc¬ 
ture with polygonal base and sloping sides meet¬ 
ing in an apex; pile of this shape, xvi. - (orig. 
used in L. nom. form) L. pyramis, -id- - Gr. 
puramis, -id-. So pyramidal xvi. - medL. 

pyre xvii. - L. pyra - Gr. purd, f. pur, pur- fire 

pyrethrum pellitory of Spain xvi; feverfew 
xix. - L. - Gr. purethron feverfew. 
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pyretic pert, to fever, xix. f. Gr. puretos fever, 
f. pur fire; see -ic. 

pyrexia (path.) febrile disease, xvni. modL., f. 
Gr. purexis, f. puressein be feverish, f. pur fire; 
see ia‘. 

pyrites ffire-stone; sulphide of iron. xvi. - L. 
pyrites - Gr. purttes sb. use of adj pert, to fire, f. 
pur, pur- fire; see -ite. 

pyro- comb, form of Gr. pur fire, in many techn. 
terms; in Eng. use first in pyrotechny Imanu- 
facture of gunpowder, firearms, etc.; ttechnical 
use of fire xvi; making and use of fireworks 
xvn -- F. pyrotechnie. So pyrotechnic xvm, 
-ical xvn. 

pyrrhic (pros.) foot consisting of two short syl¬ 
lables. xvn. - L. pyrrichius - Gr. purrhikhios, f. 
purrhikhe war dance; see foil.; -ic. 

Pyrrhic’ war-dance of ancient Greeks, xvi. - L. 

pyx 

pyrricha or Gr. purrhikhe, said to be named 
from the inventor, Purrhikhos. 

Pyrrhic* P. victory, one gained at too great cost, 
like that by Pyrrhus, king of Epirus, over the 
Romans at Asculum. xix. f. Pyrrhus + -ic. 

python (Gr. myth.) huge serpent slain by 
Apollo near Delphi xvi; (zool.) genus of large 
snakes xix. - L. Python - Gr. PHthdn. 

pythoness female soothsayer, witch, xiv. ME. 
phitones(se) - OF. phitonise (mod. pythonisse) - 
medL. phitonissa, for late L. pythonissa (Vulg., 
1 Chron. 10:13), fern, oipytho (Deut. 18:11) - late 
Gr. pdthon (Acts 16: 16), identical with pCtthon 
python; assim. to the L. form; see -ess1. 

pyx vessel for the reservation of the Host xrv; 
box at the Royal Mint in which gold and silver 
coins are deposited to be tested xvi. - L. pyxis - 
late Gr. puxis box*. 



qua in the capacity or status of. xvii. - L. qua, 
abl. sg. fem. of qui who. 

quack' (of a duck) utter its characteristic cry. 
xvii. of imit. orig.; cf. Du. kwakken, G. quacken 
croak. Early vars. are fquake xvi, fqueke xrv, 
quackle xvi. 

quack* ignorant pretender to (medical or sur¬ 
gical) knowledge or skill, xvii. Short for quack¬ 
salver xvi (now rare) - early modDu. quack¬ 
salver (now kwakzalver), of which the second 
el. is f. salf, zalf salve, and the first is prob. the 
stem of fquacken, kwakken prattle. 

quad abbrev. of quadrangle (xix), (typogr.) 
QUADRAT (XIX), QUADRUPLET (esp. pi. quads) 
(XIX). 

quadragenarian (one) forty years old. xix. f. 
late L. quadragenarius, f. quadrageni, distrib. 
of quadraginta forty (see next). 

quadragesimal (of a fast) lasting forty days; 
of Lent. Lenten, xvn. - late L. quadrdgesimalis, 
f. Quadragesima (Eng. Quadragesima xrv; 
then not before xvn), name of the first Sunday 
in Lent and reckoned the fortieth day before 
Easter, and hence of the whole season, sb. use 
of fem. of L. quadragesimus fortieth, ordinal of 
quadraginta forty, f. quadra-, repr. old n. of 
quattuor four + -gintd, corr. to Gr. -konta\ see 
-AL*. 

quadrangle figure having four angles (and 
four sides) xv; square or rectangular space or 
court xvi. - (0)F. quadrangle or late L. quad- 
rangulum, sb. use of n. of quadrangulus, see 
QUADRI-, angle*. So quadrangular xvi. - 
medL. quadrangularis. 

quadrant ffourth part, quarter, now only of 
a quarter-circle; instrument (of the form of a 
graduated quarter-circle) used for making 
angular measurements, xiv. - L. quadrdns, -ant 
quarter, orig. of the as; see quadri-. 

quadrat fsquare xrv; (typogr.) small block of 
metal used for spacing xvn. - L. quadratum (or 
the deriv. F. quadrat), sb. use of n. of quadratus, 
pp. of quadrare square (cf. quadrum sb., square); 
see quadri- So quadrate adj. xiv, vb. xvi. 
quadratic square; (math.) involving the second 
and no higher power of an unknown or variable, 
xvn. - F. quadratique or modL. quadrdticus. 
quadrature squaring, xvi. - F. or L. 

quadrennial occurring every four years; last¬ 
ing for four years, xvii. f. L. quadrii)ennium + 
-al'. 

quadri- comb, form of L. quattuor four, as in 
quadrilateral xvii, quadriliteral xvm, 
quadripartite xv (L. partitus, pp. of partiri 
divide). 

quadrille' card-game played by four persons 
with forty cards, xvm. - F., perh. - Sp. cuartillo 
(f. cuarto fourth), with assim. to next. 

quadrille* any of four groups of horsemen 
taking part in a tournament, etc.; square dance 

performed by four couples, xvm. - F. - Sp. 
cuadrilla. It. quadriglia troop, company, f. 
quadra square (cf. cadre). 

quadrillion fourth power of a million; (U.S.) 
fifth power of a thousand, xvn. - F. quadrillon, 
f. quadri- + (m)illion. 

quadrivium see trtvium. 

quadroon one who has a quarter of Negro 
blood, xvm. Earliest forms quartero(o)n 
(through F. quarter on) - Sp. cuarteron, f. cuarto 
fourth, quarter; later assim. to words in quadri-. 

quadru- occas. var. of L. quadri- before p, also 
in quadrumanous xvm (modL.). 

quadruped xvn. - F. quadruple or L. quad 
rupes, -ped-, f. quadru-+pes\ see prec. and foot. 

So quadrupedal xvn. - medL. 
quadruple fourfold, xvi. - (O)F - L. quad¬ 
ruple-, see quadru-, duple. So vb. xrv. - F. or 
late L. quadruplicate adj. and vb. xvn. - L. 
quadruplication xvi. - late L. quadruplet one 
of four at a birth, xvm, after triplet. 

quaere one may ask, it is a question; question, 
query, xvi. - L., imper. of quaerere ask, inquire, 

quaestor (Rom. antiq.) official having charge 
of public finances, xrv. - L. quaestor, f. 'quaes-, 
old form of stem of quaerere seek, inquire (see 
prec.) +-tor. 

quaff drink copiously or deeply, xvi. prob. imit.; 
in earliest use fquaft, iquaught. 

quagga extinct S. Afr. animal allied to the ass 
and the zebra, xvm. Said to be orig. Hottentot, 
but now Xhosa in the form iqwara. 

quagmire piece of wet boggy ground, xvi. f. 
(dial.) quag (xvi; of uncert. orig.) + mire. 

quail' migratory bird allied to the partridge, 
xrv. - OF. quaille (mod. caille)medL. coacula, 
prob. of imit. orig. 

quail* fail, give way xv; lose heart, be cowed 
xvi; also trans. Of unkn. orig. 

quaint tskilled, clever; fskilfully made, fine, 
elegant; tproud, fastidious xm; fstrange, un¬ 
familiar xrv; uncommon but attractive xvm. 
ME. cointe, queinte - OF. L. cognitus known, 
pp. of cognoscere ascertain, f. co- 4 gnoscere 
KNOW. 

quake shake, tremble. OE. cwacian, rel. to 
cweccan (:- *kwakjan) shake (trans ), in mod. 
dial, quetch, quatch\ cf. OS. quekilik waving to 
and fro. For the symbolic cw-, qu- cf. quaver, 
quiver* 

Quaker member of the Society of Friends, xvn. 
f. quake + -ER'. ‘Shaking and quaking’ was attri¬ 
buted to them. 

qualify invest with a quality or condition; 
modify, moderate, xvi. - F. qualifier - medL. 
qualificdre, f. qualis of what kind, f. base of qui, 
quis WHO-t -dlis -al'; see -fy. So qualification 
xvi. - F. or medL. quality tcharacter, disposi¬ 
tion; ftitle, description xm; attribute, property; 
nature, kind; rank, position xiv; tprofession xvi. 



qualm c 

ME. qualite - (0)F. qualite - L. qudlitas. quali¬ 
tative xvii. - late L. 

qualm feeling of faintness or sickness xvi; 
strong scruple of conscience xvn. of uncert. 
orig. 

quandary xvi. of unkn. orig. 
quantic (math.) rational, integral homo¬ 
geneous function of two or more variables, xix. 
f. L. quantus how great (see next) + -ic. 

quantity xiv. - (O)F. quantile - L. quantitds, f. 
quantus how great, how much, f. base of qui, 
quis who; see ity. So quantitative xvi. - medL. 
quantum amount required or allotted, xvn. - 
n. of L quantus. 

quaquaversal turning in every direction, 
xviii. f. L. quaqua versus, i.e. quaqua where-, 
whithersoever, versus turned, towards, 

quarantine A. (leg-) period of forty days dur¬ 
ing which a widow had the right to remain in 
her husband’s chief mansion house; B. period of 
isolation of persons and animals suspected of 
contagious disease, xvii. In sense A - medL. 
qua(d)rantena, f. *quadranta, for L. qua- 
drdginta forty; in sense B - It. quarantina, f. 
quaranta forty; see -ine‘. 

quarenden, quarender variety of apple 
common in Somerset and Devon, xv (quaryn- 
don), of unkn. orig. 

quarrel' short square-headed arrow xui; 
square or diamond-shaped pane of glass xv. - 
OF. quar(r)ei (mod. carreau) Rom. *quad- 
rellus, dim. of late L. quadras square, 

quarrel* fcomplaint, accusation; ground of 
complaint xrv; violent contention xvi. ME. quer- 
ele - OF. querele (mod. querelle) L. querella, 
var. of querela complaint, f. queri complain. So 
vb. xrv (then not before xvi). In ME. - OF. quer- 
eler\ afterwards f. the sb. Hence quarrelsome 
( some1) xvi. 

quarry1 parts of a deer placed on the hide and 
given to the hounds; collection of deer killed 
xrv; animal hunted or hawked at xv. ME. quirre, 
querre - AN. *quire, *quere, OF. cuiree (mod. 
curee), alt., by crossing with cuir leather and 
curer cleanse, spec, disembowel (:- L curare 
cure), of couree Rom *cordta entrails, f. cor 
heart; see -ys. 

quarry* open-air excavation from which stone 
is obtained, xv. - medL. quarreia, shortened 
var. of quareria = OF. quarriere (mod. car- 
riere), f. *quarre L. quadrum square. Hence 
vb. xviii. 

quarry3 square tile, etc. xvi; tsquare-headed 
arrow; pane of glass xvii. alt. of quarrel', prob. 
after tquarry square (xm xvn) - OF. quarre 
(mod. carre)L. quadrdtus quadrat. 

quart' one-fourth of a gallon, xrv. - (O)F. quarte 
L. quarta, sb. use of fern, of quartus fourth, 

ordinal oi quattuor four. 
quart* position in fencing xvii; sequence of four 
cards xviii. - F quarte L. quartus fourth (see 
prec.). 

quartan of a fever in which the paroxysms oc¬ 
cur every third (acc. to old reckoning, fourth) 
day. xm. ME. quartain - (O)F. quartaine L. 
quartana, fern, of quartanus, f. quartus fourth; 
see quart' and -an. 

quatrefoil 

quarter one of four parts; measure of 8 bushels 
xni; fourth part of a year, region, district xiv; 
place of residence, pi. soldier’s lodgings; as¬ 
signed position (spec, in close q-s); relations 
with another, terms of treatment xvi; exemp¬ 
tion from being immediately put to death xvn. - 
AN. quarter, (O)F. quartier L. quartdrius 
fourth part of a measure, quartern, gill, f. quar 
tus fourth; see quart'. Hence vb. divide 
into quarters xrv; lodge in quarters xvi. quar¬ 
terage quarterly payment xrv. quarter-deck 
orig. smaller deck above the half-deck xvn. 
quarterly adv. xv, adj. xvi. quartermaster 
officer in navy and army (<7. in the senses of 
assigned position and lodging) xv. quarterstaff 
stout pole used as a weapon, xvi. 

quartern quarter, esp. of certain weights and 
measures xm. - AN. quart run, OF. quart(e)ron, 
f. quart fourth, quart', or quartier quarter, 

quartet(te) composition for four voices or in¬ 
struments xvm; set of four xix. - F. quartette - 
It. quartet to (which was used somewhat earlier 
in Eng.), f. quarto fourth (cf. quart'); see -et, 
-ETTE. 

quart lie (astr.) pert, to an aspect of two 
heavenly bodies which are 90° (i.e. i of a circle) 
distant, xvi. - medL. quartllis, f. quartus 
fourth; see quart* and ile. 

quarto size of paper produced by folding a 
whole sheet twice so as to form four leaves 
(8 pages) xvi; book made up of such paper 
xvii. orig. in L. phr. in quarto ‘in a fourth’ (see 
quart'). 

quartz xviii. - (M)HG. quar(t)z\ of uncert. orig. 
quash annul, invalidate xiv; bring to nought 
xvn. - OF. quasser (mod. casser break) L. 
quassare shake violently, break to pieces, shat¬ 
ter, freq. of quatere (pp. stem quass-) shake. 
Senses connected writh those of shake and 
break were current xrv-xvn. 

quasi as it were xv; (a) kind of xvii; seemingly, 
almost xix. - L., reduced form of quansei, f. 
*quam, acc. sg. fern, (denoting extent) of the 
base of who, what + sei, si if. 

quassia (wood, etc. of) a S. Amer. tree. Quassia 
amara. xviii. f. the name of a Surinam Negro 
named Graman (i.e. ‘grand man’) Quassi, the 
discoverer of the root’s medicinal properties in 
1730. 

quaternary sb. set of four things xv; adj. con¬ 
sisting of four things xvn; (geol.) fourth in order 
(to match tertiary) xix. - L. quaternarius, f. quat- 
erni four together, f. quater four times, f. base 
of quattuor four; see -ary. 

quaternion group of four xiv; quire of four 
sheets xvii; (math.) xix. - late L. quaternio, on-, 
f. quaterni four together (see prec.). 

quatorzain poem of 14 lines, xvi. - F. quator- 
zaine set of fourteen, f. quatorze fourteen (:- 
Rom. *quattordecem, for L. quattuordecim) 
+ -aine(see -an). 

quatrain stanza of four lines, xvi (quadrain). - 
F. quatrain, +quadrain, f. quatre four + ain (see 
-AN). 

quatrefoil compound leaf or flower of four 
leaflets, xv. - AN. *quatrefoil, f. (O)F. quatre 
four + foil leaf, foil*. 



quaver 

quaver vibrate, tremble xv; trill or shake in 
singing; also trans. xvi. frequent, (see -er4) of 

ME. quave, cwauien (xm), perh. repr. OE. 
*cwafian, parallel symbolic formation to cwa 
cian quake. Hence quaver sb. (mus.) note equal 
to half a crotchet xvi; shake or trill xvn; tremu¬ 
lous cry, etc. xvm. 

quay xrv, ME key(e), later kay, and finally quay 
(xvn) by assim. to mocLF quai\ - OF. kai, cay - 
Gaulish caio OCelt. *kagio- (cf. OIr. cae en¬ 
closed place, house, W. cae hedge), perh. rel. to 
Gmc. HEDGE. 

quean orig. woman; (arch.; from early ME 
times) bold impudent woman, jade, hussy; Sc. 
girl, lass xv. OE. cwerte = OS. cwena (Du. kween 
barren cow), OHG. quena, quina, ON. kona, 
Goth, qind woman Gmc. kwendn wk. fern., f. 
IE. base *g^en-, *gwn-, repr. by Gr. gun£, Skr. 
gnd, OS1. zena, Olr. ben woman; cf. queen. 

queasy funsettled; unsettling the stomach xv; 
easily upset, inclined to nausea; fastidious, scru¬ 
pulous xvi. Early forms coisy, que(y)sy, quasy 
suggest AN., OF. *coisi, *queisi or -ie, rel. to 
coisier hurt, wound, but there is no evidence, 

queen OE. cwen = OS. quan, ON. kvaen (also 
kvdn), Goth, qens Gmc. *kwaeniz, f. IE. *gwen-, 
*gwen- (see quean). Hence queenly xvi. 

queer odd, strange xvi (first in Sc.); out of sorts, 
drunk xviii. of uncert. orig. Identical in form 
with si. queer bad (xvi). Hence queer vb. quiz, 
puzzle, ridicule xvm; spoil xix. 

quell fkill OE.; suppress, extinguish xiv; crush, 
subdue xvi. OE. cwellan = OS. quellian (Du. 
kwellen), OHG. quellen (G. qualen), ON. kvelja 
Gmc. *kwaljan, f. *kwal- *kwel-, repr. also by 
OE. cwalu death = ON. kvql torment, OE. 
cwealm death, torture, plague, OS., OHG. 
qualm, OE. cwelan die = OS. quelan, OHG. 
quelan; the IE. base *g™el is repr. by Lith. geld, 
OS! zalisorrow, OIr. atbalim I die, Arm. kelem 
I torment. 

quench xn. ME. quenchen OE. *cwencan (in 
acwencan) *kwaykjan, causative of OE. 
*cwincan (in dcwincan) be extinguished = 
OFns. quinka *kweijkan. Hence quenchless 
xvi. 

quern hand-mill OE. cweorn(e) = OS. quern 
(Du. kweern), OHG. quirn(a), ON. kvern, Goth. 
qairnus, f. Gmc. *kwern IE. *g“>ern-, repr 
also by Lith. girna, OS1. zruny, OIr. bro, Skr 
gravan-. 

querulous XVI. f. L. querulus or - late L. queru- 
losus, f. queri complain; partly superseding late 

ME. querelous - OF querelous (mod. quer 
elleux), f. querele quarrel1; see -ous. 

query anglicization of quaere, with ending 

assim. to inquiry, xvii. 

quest (obs. or dial.) inquiry, inquest; search, 
pursuit xiv; collection of alms xvi - OF queste 
(mod. quete) Rom. *quaesita (for L. quaesita), 
sb. use of fern. pp. of L. quserere seek, inquire. 
So quest vb. go in pursuit of game xiv; search, 
seek xvii; search for, seek out xvm. - OF. quester 
(mod. queter). 

question xm. - AN. questiun, (O)F question - 
L. quaestio, on-, f. quaest-, pp. stem of quaerere 
seek, inquire So vb. xv. - (O)F. questionner. 
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Hence questionable xvi. questionnaire xix. - 
F.. f. questionner + -aire -ary. 

queue (her.) tail of a beast xvi; long plait of hair 
xvm; line of persons, etc. xix. - F. L. cauda 
tail. 

quibble play on words; equivocating or evasive 
speech, xvii. f. synon. tquit (xvi), app. f. L. qui- 
bus (d. and abl. pi. of qui, quae, quod who, etc.) 
as a word of frequent occurrence in legal docu¬ 
ments and so assoc, with verbal niceties or 
subtle distinctions; see -le‘. Hence quibble 
vb. fpun: evade the point by a quibble, xvn. 

quick (arch.) living, alive OE,; lively, mobile, 
active; rapid, swift xm; functionally active xiv. 
OE. cwic{u) = OS, quik (Du. kwik), OHG. quek 
(G. keck bold), ON. kvikr Gmc. *kwikwaz, rel. 
to Goth. *qius (in pi. qiwai) *kwiwaz, f. IE. 
base *g“’i- repr. also in L. vivas, Lith. gyvas, OS1. 
zivu, OIr. biu, beo, Skr. jivd- living, Gr. bios. 
Hence quick sb. the q., sensitive flesh in the 
body. xvi. quicken give life to; receive life xm; 
make quick or quicker xvii. In earliest use - ON. 
kvikna (intr.) Comps, quicklime lime that has 
been burned but not slaked, xrv. quicksand 
bed of loose wet sand. xv. quickset live slips set 
in the ground as for a hedge xv; also adj. xvi. 
quicksilver mercury. OE. cwicseolfor = Du. 
kwiksilver, OHG. quecsilbar (G. quecksliter), 
ON. kviksilfr; tr L. argentum vivum ‘living 
silver’. 

quid’ (si.) sovereign, tguinea, xvn. of unkn. 
orig. 

quid2 piece of tobacco, etc. to be chewed, xvm. 
dial. var. of cud. 

quiddity A. essence of a thing xv; B. subtlety, 
quibble xvi. - medL. quidditds, f. quid what; see 
ITY. 

quid pro quo (in apothecaries’ language) one 
thing in place of another; one thing in return 
for another, tit for tat. xvi. - L. quid something, 
pro for, instead of, quo (abl of quid) something, 

quiescent xvii. - L quiescens, -ent-, prp. of 
quiescere be still, f. quies quiet; see -ent. 

quiet freedom from disturbance or noise, xiv. - 
AN. quiete, OF. quiete, f. quiet (- L. quietus, pp. 
of quiescere be quiescent), whence quiet adj 
xrv. Hence quiet vb. xv, quieten (-en2) xix. So 
quietism mysticism characterized by passive 
contemplation, xvii. - It. quietismo. quietude 
xvi. - F. quietude or medL. quietudd 

quietus discharge or acquittance xvi; death 
xvn. Short for quietus est, medL. formula ‘he is 
quit1’. 

quiff (oiled) lock of hair worn on the forehead 
xix. of unkn. orig. 

quill fhollow stem or reed xv; pipe, tube xv; 
tube or barrel of a feather, esp. as used for writ¬ 
ing xvi; spine of the porcupine xvii. of uncert. 
orig ; cf. synon. (M)LG. quiele, MHG. kit (G.kiel). 

quilt (orig.) article of bed furniture to lie on, 
consisting of two pieces of materia' with pad¬ 
ding between; (later) coverlet similarly made, 
counterpane, xm. - OF coilte, cuilte (mod 
couette), with var. coute L. culcita mattress, 
cushion. Hence vb. xvi. 

quin abbrev. of quintuplet, chiefly pi. quins. 
XX. 



quinary 3 

quinary of the number five. xvii. - L. quiria- 
rius, f. quinl, distributive of quinque five; see 
•ARY. 

quince xrv. orig. coll. pi. of coyn, quoyn - OF. 
cooin (mod. coing)L. cotoneum, varying with 
cydoneum (apple) of Cydonia (now Canea) in 
Crete. 

quincentenary xrx. irreg. f. L quinque five 
+ centenary. Also quingentenary xix. f. L. 
quingenti 500 after centenary. 

quincunx arrangement of five objects so 
placed that four occupy the corners and the fifth 
the centre, xvii. - L. quincunx five-twelfths (£ 
of an as was denoted by five dashes arranged 
as above), f. quinque five + uncia twelfth (see 
OUNCE'). 

quinine six. f. quina bark of cinchona, etc. - 
Sp. - Quechua kina bark; see -ine®. 

Quinquagesima tperiod beginning on the 
Sunday immediately preceding Lent and ending 
on Easter Eve xrv; (Q. Sunday) the Sunday 
itseif. xvii. - medL, sb. use of fern, of L. quin- 
qudgesimus fiftieth, f. quinqudginta fifty; cf. 
Quadragesima. 

quinque- comb, form of L. quinque five, as in 
quinquereute having five banks of oars (xvi; 
L. remus oar). 

quinquennial lasting five years xv; occurring 
every fifth year xvii. f. L. quinquennis, f. 
quinque- + annus year; see -al'. 

quinsy xiv. ME. quinaci, quinesye - OF. qui- 
nencie - medL. quinancia, f. Gr. kundgkhe, f. 
kuon, kun- dog + dgkhein throttle, 

quintain post set up to be tilted at; exercise of 
tilting at this. xiv. - OF. quintaine, -eine = 
medL. quintana, -ena, usu. taken to be identical 
with L. quintana market of a camp, f. quintus 
fifth (sc. manipulus maniple), 

quintal 112 lbs. xv. - OF. quintal, medL. -ale - 
Arab, kintdr. 

quintessence substance latent in all things, 
the extraction of which was one of the objects 
of alchemy xv; most essential part xvi. - F. quin¬ 
tessence, tquinte essence - medL. quinta essentia 
'fifth essence’, the fifth primary body besides 
the elements of earth, fire, air, and water. Hence 
quintessential xvn. 

quintet(te) composition for five voices or in¬ 
struments. xix. - F. quintette - It. quintetto (for¬ 
merly used in Eng. xvm), f. quinto L. quintus 
fifth; see -et, -ette. 

quintillion fifth power of a million; (U.S.) sixth 
power of a thousand, xvii. f. L quintus fifth + 
(m)illion\ cf. billion. 

quintuple fivefold, xvi. - F , f. L. quintus fifth, 
after triple, etc. Hence vb. xvii. quintuplet 
set of five; one of five at a birth, xix. Cf. 
QUADRUPLET. 

quip sharp or sarcastic remark, xvi. prob. 
abbrev. of fquippy (xvi), perh. - L. quippe 
indeed, forsooth (with sarcastic force), 

quire tsmall book, short poem, etc.; set of 
four sheets of parchment or paper doubled so 
as to make eight leaves; hence, any gather¬ 
ing of sheets, xv. ME. quaer, later quayer, 
quair, quere, quire - OF. qua(i)er (mod cahiei 
quire, copy book) Rom. *quaternum, f. L. 

quoit 

quaterni set of four, f. quater four times, f. 
quattuor four. 

quirk verbal trick or subtlety xvi; sudden turn 
or twist xvii. of unkn. orig. 

quirt riding-whip used in Southern U.S. and 
Sp. America, xix. - Sp. cuerda - (O)F. corde 
cord. 

quisling xx. Surname of Major Vidkun Quis¬ 
ling, a Norwegian who collaborated with the 
Germans when they invaded Norway in World 
Warll. 

quit' adj. free, clear of. mi. (i) ME. quit, quite 
(surviving in quite) - OF. quite - L. quietus 
quiet. Superseded by (ii) later ME. or early mod. 
quit(te) - (O)F. quitte - medL. quittus, special 
development of L. quietus. 

quit® vb. tA. set free, clear, clear off; B. trepay, 
requite; C. renounce; leave, xrv. ME. quitte, 
repl. earlier quite (xm), - (O)F. quitter, earlier 
quiter, cf. medL. quittare, quietare, f. L. quietus 
QUIT'. 

quitch couch grass. OE. cwice = MLG. kweke, 
supposed to be rel. to cwic quick, with ref. to the 
vitality of the grass. 

quitclaim xiv. - AN. quiteclamer declare free, 
f. quite quit1 4- clamer proclaim (see claim). So 
sb. frelease xv; renunciation xvii. 

quite completely, entirely xrv; in the fullest 
sense, absolutely xvi. adv. use of quite, earlier 
form of quit' free, clear. 

quits fclear, discharged xv; even (with) by re¬ 
payment or retaliation xvn. prob. - colloq. use 
of medL. quittus quit' . 

quittance release xm; release from debt, re¬ 
ceipt xrv; requital, reprisal xvi. - OF. quitance 
(later quittance), f. quiter quit*; see -ance. 

quiver' case for holding arrows, xiii. - AN. 
*quiver, quiveir, OF. quivre, coivre - WGmc. 
word repr. by OE. cocor, OS. kokar(i) (Du. 
koker), OHG. kohhar(i) (G. kocher). 

quiver® shake with small rapid movements, xv. 
f. ME. cwiver nimble, quick, OE. cwifer (in adv. 
cwiferlice). 

qui vive phr. on the qui vive on the alert, xvm. - 
F. Qui vive? sentry’s challenge, lit. ‘Long live 
who?’, orig. expecting an answer in the form 
Vive le roi, Vive la France, etc. 

Quixote enthusiastic visionary, xvn. f. name of 
Don Quixote, now in Sp. Quijote, hero of Miguel 
de Cervantes’ romance. Hence quixotic xvm. 

quiz' feccentric person; one who quizzes xvm; 
practical joke, hoax xix. So quiz vb. make fun 
of, turn to ridicule, xvm. of unkn. orig. Hence 
quizzical xvm. 

quiz* question, examine; also sb. examination 
(spec. oral), xix. of unkn. orig. 

quod (si.) prison, xvii. of unkn. orig. 
quodlibet question proposed in scholastic dis¬ 
putation; scholastic debate or exercise, xiv. - 
medL. quodlibetum, f. L. quodlibet, f. quod what, 

libet it pleases. 
quoin external angle of a wall or building, 
corner-stone, wedge, wedge-shaped block, xvi 
var. of coin. 

quoit flat disc, etc., thrown as an exercise of 
strength or skill; pi. sport of throwing quoits at 
a pin. xv (coyte). of unkn. orig. 
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quondam former, xvi. atjj. use of L. quondam 
formerly (orig. ‘at any given moment’), f. quom 
(later cum) when + generalizing particle -dam. 

quorum justice of the peace whose presence 
was necessary on the bench, later gen. xv; fixed 
number of persons whose presence is necessary 
in the transaction of business xvn. g. pi. of L. qul 
who; taken from the wording of commissions 
designating such persons, quorum vos . duos 
(etc.) esse volumus of whom we will that you 
be .. two (etc ). 

quota part or share of a total, xvn. - medL. 
quota, sb. use of fern, of L quotus of what num¬ 
ber, f. quot how many. 

quote fmark with numbers or (marginal) ref¬ 
erences xrv; cite or refer to; tnote xvr; repeat (a 
passage) from a book. etc. xvii. - medL. quotare 
number, f. quot how many, or quota quota. So 
quotation fnumbering xv; fmarginal ref- 
erence xvi; (typogr.) large quadrat used for 

filling up blanks (orig. between marginal ref¬ 
erences); quoting, passage quoted xvn; price of 
stocks, etc xix. - medL quotatid, -on . 

quoth (arch.) said. OE. cwsed, pt. of cwedan say 
- OS. quedan, OHG. quedan, ON. kveda, Goth. 
qipan Gmc. *kwepan\ early ME. cwad became 
quoth by rounding of a in contiguity with w in 
unstressed positions; a common var. xrv-xvi 
was quod. Hence quotha xvi; for quoth (h)a 
said he. 

quotidian daily, spec, of a fever recurring 
every day. xrv. ME. cotidien, -ian, quot-, ong. - 
OF. cotidien (mod. quotidien); early assim. to L. 
quotidianus, earlier cott-, cotidianus, f. cott-, co- 
tidie {quot ) every day, f. base of quotus (see 
quota) + dies day; see -ian. 

quotient result obtained by dividing one quan 
tity by another, xv. - L. quotiens how many 
times (f. quot how many), taken as a prp. in -ms; 
Cf. -ENT. 



R 
rabbet channel or groove made in wood, stone, 
etc.; rectangular recess, xv. - OF. rab(b)at act 
of beating down, recess in a wall, f. rabattre beat 
back or down, rebate; the ending has been 
assim. to -et. 

rabbi (title of respect given to) a Jewish doctor 
of the law. xrv (raby). - OF. rab(b)i (mod. 
rabbin), ecclL. rabbi - Heb. rabbi my master, f. 
rabh master, with pronominal suffix. So rabbin 
xvi. - F. rabbin or medL. rabbinus. Hence rab¬ 
binical) XVII. 

rabbit xrv (orig. applied to the young). ME. 
rabetite), perh. - an OF. form repr. by dial. F. 
rabotte, rabouillet young rabbit, poss. of LG. or 
Du. orig. (cf. Flem. robbe, Du. frobett). 

rabble A. fpack, swarm of animals xrv; dis¬ 
orderly crowd xvi; B. tlong string of words xvi; 
(dial.) rigmarole, of obscure orig.; sense B sug¬ 
gests immed. connection with dial, rabble vb. 
utter in a rapid confused manner (xrv; cf. MDu. 
rabbelen, LG. rabbeln). 

rabid furious, raging xvii; affected with rabies 
xix. - L. rabidus, f. rabere rave, be mad; see -id1. 

So rabies canine madness, xvii. - L. rabies. 
rac(c)oon xvii. of Algonquian orig. 
race' fonward movement, rush xin; (dial.) run¬ 
ning, run xrv; strong current of water (channel 
for water, e.g. mill-race xvi); contest of speed 
xvi. north. ME., MSc. ras, raas - ON. rds 
running, race, rush of water, channel; of uncert. 
origin. Taken into gen. Eng. use from the north 
in xvi. 

race* class of persons, animals, plants; group 
of persons, etc. having a common ancestry or 
character; class of wine xvi; characteristic style 
of speech or writing xvii. - F. - It. razza\ of 
unkn. orig. Hence racial xix. racy (in senses 
derived from the last two of the sb. above) xvii. 

race* root of ginger, xvi. - OF. rais, raiz L. 
radix, rddic- root. 

raceme xvm. - L. racemus cluster of grapes. So 
racemose (-ose1) xvii. 

rachitis (med.) rickets, xvm. - modL. - Gr. 
rhakhitis, f. rhakhis spine, ridge; see -itis. 

rack1 A. tshock, collision xiii; B. mass of driven 
cloud xrv. prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. Norw. and 
Sw. dial, rak (Sw. vrak. Da. vrag) wreck, wreck¬ 
age, refuse, f. reka drive; the identity of A and B 
is not certain. 

rack2 tbar, or framework of bars, esp. used for 
support or suspension, xiv. ME. rakke, occas. 
rekke - (M)Du., MLG. rak, rek, prob. f. recken 
stretch (see next). 

rack* instrument of torture in the form of a 
frame with a roller at each end. xv. prob. spec, 
use of rack1. So vb. stretch the joints of xv; in 
various transf. and fig. uses xvi. - MLG., MDu. 
racken, also recken = OE. reccan, OS. rekkian, 
OHG. recchan (G. recken), ON. rekja, Goth. 
-rakjan stretch; rel. to L. regere direct. 

rack4 horse’s gait in which the two feet on each 
side are lifted simultaneously, xvi. con temp, 
with rel. vb.; of unkn. orig. 

rack* phr. to rack (and ruin) to destruction, xvi. 
var. of wrack1. 

rack* Aphetic of arrack, xvii. 

racket1 bat of network used in ball games; 
pi. game played with ball and rackets xvi; (N. 
Amer.) snow-shoe xvii. - F. raquette tpalm of 
the hand, racket, snow-shoe - It. racchetta, f. 
Arab, rdhet palm of the hand, 

racket* disturbance, uproar xvi; social ex¬ 
citement xvm; trying experience xix; illicit 
scheme xx (U.S.). perh. imit. of clattering noise. 
Hence racket vb., rackety xvm. 

raddle red ochre, xvi. var. of ruddle. 

radial xvi. - medL. radialis, f. radius (cf. ray1); 

see -al1. 

radiant shining brightly xv; pert to radiation 
xvm. - L. radians, -ant-, prp. of radidre radiate, 
f. radius ray1. Hence radiance xvii, -ancy xvii. 

So radiate ( ate*) emit rays xvii; spread in all 
directions from a centre xix. f. radidt-, pp. stem 
of L. radidre. radiation xvn. - L. radiator one 
or that which radiates xix (in sense ‘apparatus 
for circulating hot water to warm an apartment’ 
orig. U.S.). 

radical pert, to the moisture inherent in ani¬ 
mals and plants xrv; (math., philol., etc.) pert, to 
a root or radix; inherent, fundamental xvi; go¬ 
ing to the root or origin, thorough xvn (r. reform 
xvm); sb. radical element xvn; advocate of‘radi¬ 
cal reform’ xix. - late L. radicalis, f. L. radix, 
rddic- root; see -al1. Hence radicalism xix. 

radicle (bot.) part of the embryo which de¬ 
velops into the primary root. xvm. - L. radicula, 
dim. of radix, rddic- root; see -cle. 

radio xx. abbrev. of radiotelegraphy, -telephony, 
see next. 

radio- used as comb, form of radius (cf. ray1) 

(i) anat., as radio-carpal pert, to radius and car¬ 
pus, (ii) pert, to X-rays and other forms of radi¬ 
ation, as radioactive, radiotelegraphy, radiology 
xix. 

radish OE. rsedic (ME. redich, radich) - L. ra¬ 
dix, rddic- root; late ME. radish (xv), alt. of this 
perh. by blending with F. radis - It. radice L. 

radium xix. f. L. radius ray1; see -ium. 

radius fstaff of a cross xvi; thicker and shorter 
bone of the forearm; straight line drawn from 
the centre of a circle to the circumference xvii; 

(techn.) rod, bar, ray xvm. - L. radius staff, 
spoke, ray, radius of a circle, of the arm, etc. 

radix (chiefly techn.) root, basis, xvi. - L. radix 
root of a plant. 

raffia xix. var. of raphia, var. rofia kind of palm 
(rofeer xvm); of Malagasy orig. 

raffle fgame of chance played with three dice 
xrv; (f. the vb.) form of lottery xvm. - OF. raffle, 
(also mod.) rafle throw at dice of all three alike. 
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clean sweep; of unkn. orig. Hence or - F. rafler 
raffle vb. xvii. 

raft fbeam, spar; structure of planks, etc., form 
ing a means of transport ever water, xv - ON. 
raptr rafter, rel. to OHG. ravo beam, ON. rdfr, 
rifr roof; cf. next. 

rafter OE. rsefter = OS. rehter, MLG. rafter, 
rachter, rel. to raft. 

rag' small fragment of textile material xrv; rem¬ 
nant. scrap xv; thing (contemptuously) re¬ 
garded as such xvi. ME. ragge, perh. 
back-formation on ragged (ed4) shaggy, rough 
xni; of irregular or straggling shape xrv; in rags 
xrv - ON. rQggvadr tufted; or on raggy ( y1) late 
OE. raggig shaggy, f. *ragg - ON. rqgg tuft or 
strip of fur; of unkn. orig. 

rag4 (tpiece or mass of) coarse or rough stone 
xni (ragghe); ragstone xrv. of unkn. orig., but 
assoc, later with prec. 

rag’ (si.) scold, rate xvin; annoy, esp in a rough 
or noisy fashion xix. of unkn. orig. Cf. 
BULLYRAG. 

ragamuffin xvi (ragamoffyn occurs xrv as the 
name of a demon); perh. based on rag’. 

rage tmadness; violent anger, furious passion 
xni; violent feeling or desire xrv; fervour, 
enthusiasm, excitement xvi. - (O)F. Rom 
*rabia, for L. rabies ferocity, madness, rabies 

So vb. xiii. 

raglan overcoat without shoulder seams, xix. 
f. name of Fitzroy James Henry Somerset, 1st 
Baron Raglan (d. 1855), British commander in 
the Crimean war. 

ragout meat stewed with vegetables, xvn. - F. 
ragout, f. ragouter revive the taste of, f. ra- (i.e. 
re- + a )+gout taste. 

rag-tag rabble, riff-raff. xix. For older tag-rag 
(xvn), which replaced tag and rag (xvi); see 
tag’. 

raguly (her.) having short oblique projections, 
xvn. f. rag1 or raggy after nebuly. See -y8. 

ragweed xvii, ragwort xv. f. rag' + weed', 

wort1; with ref. to the ragged form of the leaves, 
raid military expedition, ong on horseback, 
foray, xv. Sc. form of road, with extension of 
meaning. Hence vb. xix. 

rail1 fgarment, mantle OE.; tneckerchief xv; 
night-rail dressing-gown xvi. OE hraeg(e)l = 
OFris. (h)reil, OHG. (h)regil, of unkn. orig. 

rail4 bar of wood, etc. fixed in a horizontal posi 
tion xiii; hand-rail of a staircase xv; bar or con¬ 
tinuous line of bars laid for wheels to run on (so 
railroad, railway) xvm. ME. reyle, raile - OF 
reille iron rod L. regula staff, rod, rule 

rail’ bird of the family Rallidae. xv. - (O)F rale 
(Norman-Picard dial, raille; AN. radle): of 
uncert. orig. 

rail4 utter abusive language, xv - F. railler, 
tragler - Pr. ralhar jest. Cf. rally4. 

raillery xvn. - F. raillerie, f. railler rally4; see 
-ERY. 

raiment xv. Aphetic of arrayment (xrv) - AN. 
araiement, OF. areement\ see array, -ment 

rain sb. OE. regn = OS.. OHG. regan (Du., G. 
regen), ON. regn, Goth, rign, CGmc., but isolated 
in IE. So rain vb. OE. regnian. The comps, ram 

ramp 

bow, -drop, -shower, -water, and rainy are all of 
OE. age. 

raise set up or upright; build up, construct; re¬ 
move to a higher position xii; levy; end (a siege) 
xrv; to make higher or greater xv. - ON. reisa 
= OE. rxran rear1. 

raisin xm. - (O)F. raisin grape Rom. *raci- 
mus, for L. racemus cluster of grapes, 

raj (Indian hist.) sovereignty, xvm. - Hindi raj 
reign. 

raj&(h) xvi. prob. through Pg. raja - Hindi 
raja Skr. rdjan-, cogn. with L. rex, reg-, OIr. 
ri king. 

rake' implement consisting of a comb-like 
cross-bar fitted to a long handle. OE. raca m., 
racu fern. = MLG., MDu. rake (Du. raak), rel. to 
Goth, ufrakjan stretch out, f. Gmc. base *rak- 
IE. *rog *reg- move in a straight line, stretch, 
repr. also by right. So vb. xm. - ON. raka 
scrape, shave, rake, also f. the sb. 

rake4 (naut.) projection of hull at stem and stem 
beyond the keel line. xvii. f. rake vb. (xvn) have 
a rake, incline from the perpendicular; of unkn. 
orig. Hence rakish1 (-ish1) having a smart 
appearance like a fast-sailing ship, xix (partly 
assoc, with next). 

rake* man of dissipated or loose habits, xvn. 
Clipped form of rakel (xvn), var. of arch, rake- 
hell (xvi), f. rake1 + hell. Hence rakish4 ( ish1) 

xvm. 
rallentando (mus.) direction for reducing the 
tempo, xix. - It., prp. of rallentare slow down, f. 
lento slow. 

rally1 reassemble, revive xvi; also intr. xvii. - 
F. rallier, f. re- + allier ally4 Hence sb. xvn. 

rally4 treat with good-humoured ridicule, xvn 
(in early use also railly). - F railler rail4. Cf. 
raillery. 

ram male sheep; battering-ram OE.; weight of a 
pile driving machine xv OE. ram(m), corr. to 
(M)LG., (M)Du., OHG ram ram (G ramme 
rammer), perh rel. to ON ram(m)r strong. 
Hence vb. xrv, whence rammer xv. 

ramadan ninth month (30 days’ fast) of the 
Muslim year (supposed orig. to have been a hot 
month), xvi. - Arab, ramadan, f. ramada be hot. 

ramble vb. xvii. prob. - MDu. rammelen (of 
cats, rabbits, etc.) be excited by sexual desire 
and wander about, frequent, f. rammen copulate 
with, cover, corr. to OHG. rammalon (G. ram- 
mein), ult. f. ram ram; see le*. Hence sb. xvn. 

ramekin cheese with breadcrumbs, etc. baked. 
xviii. - F. ramequin, of Gmc. orig. 

ramify form branches, branch out xvi - (O)F 
ramifier - medL. ramificare, f. L. ramus branch; 
see -FY So ramification xvn. - F. 

ramose branching, xvii. - L. rdmosus, f. ramus 
branch; see -ose. 

ramp1 rear or stand on the hind legs (threat 
eningly) xm; rage violently xiv; (dial.) climb, 
scramble xvi. - (O)F. ramper creep, crawl (a 
sense rarely repr. in Eng ), climb = It. rampare. 
So rampant standing with fore-paws in the air 
xrv (spec, in her. xv); violent and unrestrained 
xvii. - (O)F., prp. of ramper, see ant. 

ramp4 inclined plane, xvm. - F. rampe, f. ram 
per ramp1. 
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rampage behave violently xvm; push about ex¬ 
citedly xrx. orig. Sc., of unkn. orig. 

rampart xvi. - F. rempart, frampart, alt. of 
iremper, hamper, f. remparer fortify, f. re- 
+emparer take possession of. 

rampion species of bell flower, xvi. f. some var. 
of the Rom. forms derived from medL. rapun- 
cium, rapontium (It. raperonzo, F. raiponce, Sp. 
reponcha). 

ramshackle xix. Later form of ramshackled 
xvn, orig. pp. of trans(h)ackle ransack, f. 
RANSACK+ -LE*. 

ranch hut or house in the country; cattle- 
breeding establishment, xix. - Sp. rancho mess 
on board ship, soldiers’ quarters, (in S. Amer¬ 
ica) hut for herdsmen, etc. 

rancid xvn. - L. rancidus, f. *rancere (in prp. 
rancens) be putrid; see -id1. 

rancour, U S. rancor xiv. - OF. rancour 
(mod. rancceur) late L. rancor, rancor- rank¬ 
ness, (Vulg.) bitter grudge, f. *rancere be putrid; 
see prec., -our*. 

rand (dial.) border, margin OE.; (dial.) strip, 
long slice xrv; strip of leather used in the sole of 
a boot or shoe xvi. OE. rand brink, bank, shield, 
corr. to OS. rand (Du. rand edge, ridge), OHG. 
rant (G. rand), ON. rqnd edge, rim of a shield, 

randan style of rowing (or boat) in which the 
middle of three rowers pulls a pair of sculls, the 
others an oar each. xix. of uncert. orig. 

random timpetuosity, great speed or violence 
xiv; at {the) r., orig. in hawking and the tour¬ 
nament xv; at r., at great speed, (hence) at hap¬ 
hazard, without purpose xvi; +full range of a 
piece of ordnance, elevation of a gun; adj. xvii. 

ME. rand(o)un - OF. randon, rel. to randir run 
impetuously, gallop, of Gmc. orig. 

ranee Hindu queen, xvii. - Hindi rani Skr. 
rdjhi-, fern, of rdjan- rajah. 

range A. trank, file xiii; row, line, series xvi; B. 
moving about over an area; area itself xv ; extent 
over which a missile ranges xvi; scope xvii. C. 
form of fire grate or cooking apparatus xv. - OF. 
range row, rank, file, f. ranger (f. rang rank'), 

whence range vb. place in a line, arrange, dis¬ 
pose xiv, take up a position, extend xvi, move 
over a certain area xvi. Hence ranger (arch.) 
gamekeeper xv; wanderer xvi; (esp. U S.) pi. 
body of mounted troops xvm. 

rank1 row, line; grade of station or dignity, 
xvi. - OF. ranc, var. of renc (now rang) - Gmc. 
*xreqgaz ring'. 

rank3 A. tproud, rebellious OE.; fstout and 
strong xii; fswift, violent xm; B ffull-grown 
OE., vigorous or luxuriant of growth; coarsely 
luxuriant xiii; grossly rich or fertile; gross, 
coarse in manner xrv; of offensively strong 
smell; absolute, downright xvi. OE. ranc proud, 
stout, valiant, showy in dress = (M)LG. rank 
long and thin, ON. rakkr erect, f. Gmc. *rarjkaz. 

rankle fester (now only fig.) xiv; fret, chafe (as. 
or as with, a sore) xvi. - OF. ra(o)ncler (var. of 
draoncler), f. ra(o)ncle (var. of draoncle) ulcer, 
festering sore - medL. dranculus, for L. dra- 
cunculus, dim. of draco serpent, 

ransack fsearch (a person); search (a place), 
examine thoroughly xiii: search (a place) with 

intent to rob, plunder xiv. - ON. rannsaka 
search for stolen goods, f. rann house (= OE. 
xm) + -saka, rel. by gradation to saekja seek. 

ransom procuring the release of a prisoner by 
a payment, sum so paid. xm. ME. rans(o)un - 
OF. ransoun, raenqon (mod. ranqon) L. re- 
demptio, -on- redemption. So ransom vb. xra. - 
OF. ransouner (mod. ranqonner). 

rant fbe uproariously merry; declaim in an ex¬ 
travagant manner, xvi. - Du. tranten talk fool¬ 
ishly, rave. Hence sb. xvn. 

ranunculus crowfoot, buttercup, xvi. - L. 
ranunculus little frog, tadpole, medicinal plant 
(perh. crowfoot), dim. of rdna frog. 

rap1 strike or knock smartly, xiv. prob. imit.; cf. 
Sw. rappa beat, drub, and clap, flap, slap, tap. 
So sb. xrv. 

rap3 counterfeit coin current in Ireland xvm; 
type of the smallest coin, (hence) least bit xix. 
abbrev. of Ir. ropaire. 

rapacious xvii. f. L. rapdx, rapac-, f. rapere 
snatch; see -ious. So rapacity xvi. - F. or L. 

rape’ any of the six administrative districts of 
the county of Sussex, xi (rap, Domesday Book; 
taken up by legal and antiquarian writers from 
xvi). Identical with OE. rap rope (the var. rope 
is found occas. xiv), the reference being to the 
fencing-off of land with a rope. 

rape3 turnip; plant producing oil-seed. xrv. - L. 
rapum, rapa turnip, obscurely rel. to Gr. 
rhapus, rhdphus turnip, OS1. repa, OHG. ruoba 
turnip. 

rape* take by force xrv; ravish (a woman) xvi. - 
AN. raper - L. rapere seize, snatch, take by force. 
So rape sb. fviolent seizure, robbery; carrying 
away of a person by force xrv; violation of a 
woman xv. - AN. ra(a)p, rape rape of a woman, 
f. the vb. 

rapid moving with great speed xvii; acting or 
happening quickly xvm. - L. rapidus lit. carry¬ 
ing along or away, f. rapere seize, carry off 
quickly or violently; see -id1. So rapidity xvn. - 
F. or L. 

rapier xvi. prob. - Du. rapier or LG. rappir (cf. 
Sc. Wrapper) - F. rapiere, orig. espee rapiere 
‘rapier sword’, of unkn. orig. 

rapine xv. - (O)F. rapine or L. rapina, f. rapere 
seize; see -ine\ 

rapparee Irish pikeman or irregular soldier. 
xvii. - Ir. rapaire, pi. rapairidhe short pike, 

rappee coarse snuff, orig. produced by rasping 
a piece of tobacco, xvm. - F. (tabac) rape, pp. of 
raper rasp. 

rapport freport xvi (rare); relationship, con¬ 
nection xvii. - F., f. rapporter, f. re- + apporter 
bring - L. apportdre, f. ap- + portdre carry, 

rapprochement xix. - F., f. rapprocher, f. re- 

+ approcher approach; see -ment. 

rapscallion xvn. Later form of rascallion 
(xvn), f. rascal. 

rapt taken and carried up to heaven, etc. xrv; 
carried away by force; carried away in spirit xv; 
transported with emotion, plunged in thought 
XVI L. raptus, pp. of rapere seize, rel. to Lith. 
aprepiu take by force. So rapture fcarrying off, 
violent seizure, rape; transport of mind, ecstatic 
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state; rhapsody xvn. - medL. raptura seizure, 
ecstasy. 

rare1 fnot thick or closely set; few and widely 
separated; of unusual merit xv; uncommon 
xvi. - L. rams. So rarefy xrv. - (O)F. rarefier or 
medL. rdrificdre. rarity xvi. - F. rarete, frarite, 
or L. rdritds. 

rare* underdone, xvn. later form of rear, OE. 
hrer, of unkn. orig. 

rarebit in Welsh rarebit (bit1), alt. of W. rabbit. 
XV11I. 

raree-show peep-show. xvn. prob. Savoyard’s 
pronunc of rare show 

rascal frabble; fyoung or inferior deer of a herd 
xrv, tone of the rabble, man of low station xv; 
low or unprincipled fellow xvi. - OF. rascaille 
(mod. rocailie), prob. f. ONF. *rasque Rom. 
*rdsica, f. *rdsicare scratch, f. ras-, pp. stem of L. 
rddere scrape, scratch, shave. As adj. xv. Hence 
rascally (-ly1) xvi. 

rase fscratch, slit, slash; scrape xrv; level with 
the ground, raze xvi. - (O)F. raser shave close 
Rom. *rdsdre, f. ras-, see pree. 

rash1 (dial.) active, brisk xrv; hasty or im¬ 
petuous in action or behaviour xvi. OE. *raesc 
= (M)Du. rosch, OHG. rose (G. rasch), ON. rqskr 
doughty, brave Gmc. *raskuz. 

rash* superficial eruption of the skin, xvm 
corr. in form to OF. ra(s)che skin eruption = It. 
raschia itch, but the late emergence of the word 
is against direct connection, 

rasher slice of bacon or ham (to be) cooked by- 
boiling or frying, xvi. of unkn. orig. 

rasp coarse file. xvi. - OF. raspe (mod. rape), f. 
rasper scratch, scrape Rom. *raspdre - 
WGmc. ( - OHG.) raspon scrape together. So rasp 
vb. scrapie as with a rasp xrv; make a grating noise 
xix. In ME. - OF. rasper, later f. the sb. 

raspberry xvn (ras-, res berry), f. synon. rasp 
(xvi), shortened form of rasp is (xvi), 1raspes, 
frespis, which was used as coll. pi. or as sg.; of 
unkn. orig., but identical in form with t rasp is 
(xv-xvi) a kind of wine. See berry. 

rat* rodent of the genus Rattus. OE. ra?f, re¬ 
inforced in late ME. from (O)F. ratRom. * rat¬ 
tus, ult. orig. unkn. In ME. raion (mod. dial. 
ratton, ratten) was the more frequent word. (- 
OF. raton, f. rat with augm. suffix), 

rat* (mild imprecation) xvn. repr. affected pro¬ 
nunc. of rot vb. 

ratafia cordial flavoured with fruits or their 
kernels, xvn. - F., prob. of Creole origin and rel. 
to tafia rum. 

rataplan drumming sound, xix. - F , of unit, 
orig. 

rat-a-tat xvn. imit. So rat-tat xvm. 
ratchet xvn (rochet). - F. rochet (in OF.) blunt 
lance-head, (later) bobbin, spool, ratchet 
(wheel), corr. to or partly - It. rocchetto spool, 
ratchet, dim. f. Rom. *rokk-. Later assim. to 
ratch distaff (xvm), which may depend upon G 
ratsche. 

rate' A. festimated quantity or worth xv; fprice 
xvi; B. quantity in relation to another, value of 
one thing in respect of that of another xv; fixed 
relative charge xvi; degree of speed xvn; rela¬ 
tive amount of variation, xix; C. fstandard, mea¬ 

sure xv; class (as of ships) xvn. - OF. - medL. 
rata (evolved from phr pro rata, short for pro 
rata, parte or portidne according to an estimated 
or fixed part, proportionally), fern, of ratus fixed 
(see ratify). Hence rate vb. ffix the amount of, 
allot xv; estimate, reckon, assess xvi. 

rate* chide angrily, xiv. Also farate, of which 
rate may be an aphetic form; perh. to be referred 
to OF (a)reter accuse, blame L. reputdre 
REPUTE. 

rathe (arch, and dial.) quick, eager OE.; early 
xm (incompar.), xv. OE breed, var. of hraed (ME. 
and dial rad) - OHG. (h)rad, ON. hradr, Goth. 
*rabs Gmc. *xrabaz, cogn. with Lith. kreciii, 
Mir. crothaim I shake. So rathe adv. fquickly, 
soon OE.; early xrv (now arch, and dial.; comp. 
rathe ripe xvi). OE. hrade, hraede = MLG. rade, 
OHG. (h)rado. 

rather tmore quickly, (dial.) earlier, sooner; the 
more readily, the more OE.; more properly; 
somewhat xvi. OE. hrador (= Goth, rapizd), 
compar. of hraede rathe adv.; see er* 

ratify xiv. - (O)F. ratifier - medL. ratificare, f. 
L. ratus fixed, established, pp. of reri reckon, 
think; see -fy. So ratification xv. - (O)F. - 
medL. 

ratio relation of one quantity to another xvn; 
fration xviii. - L. ratio-, see reason 

ratiocination xvi. - L. ratidcindtid, on-, f. 
ratiocindricalculate, deliberate, f. ratio reason; 
see -ation. So ratiocinate, ratiocinative xvn. 

ration allowance of victuals or provisions. 
xvm. In naval and military use - F. - It. razione 
or Sp. racion - L. ratio, -on reckoning, com¬ 
putation, sum or number (for other senses see 
reason). 

rational endowed with reason xiv; based on or 
pert, to reason xvi; (math ); agreeable to reason, 
reasonable xvn. - L. ratidndlis, f. ratio reason; 

see -al'. So rationale reasoned exposition; 
rational basis, xvn. - modL. rationale, sb. use 
of n. of ratidndlis. Hence rationalism xix, 
rationalist xvn, rationalize xix. 

ratlin(e), -ling (naut.) thin line or rope xv; pi. 
small lines fastened horizontally on the shrouds 
xvn. Early forms ratlin, raddelyne, radelyng, of 
unkn. orig. 

rattan palm of the genus Calamus, stem of this, 
switch or stick made therefrom, xvn. var. of ear¬ 
lier rot(t)ang - Malay rotan. 

rat-tat(-tat) see rat-a-tat. 

rattle give out a rapid succession of short sharp 
sounds xrv; various transf. uses from xvi. 
prob. - (M)LG., MDu. ralelen = MHG. razzeln 
(G. rasseln), of imit. orig. Hence sb. rattling 
sound; instrument for making a rattling noise; 
plant having a seed-pod that rattles xvi. 

ratty pert, to, infested with, rats; miserable, 
wretched; irritated, xix. f. rat* + -y'. 

raucous xvm. f. L. *ravicus, f. ravus hoarse; 
see -ous. So raucity xvn. - F or L. raucitas. 

ravage devastation, xvn. - (O)F., alt., by sub¬ 
stitution of -age, of ravine ravine, both being 
used in the sense ‘rush of water’. So vb. xvn. - 
F. ravager. 

rave the mad; (hence) talk wildly, xiv. prob. - 
ONF. raver, of uncert. orig. 
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ravel (dial.) entangle, become entangled xvi; 
unravel xvn. poss. - Du. ravelen tangle, fray out, 
unweave. 

ravelin (fortif.) outwork of two faces forming 
a salient angle, xvi. - F. - It. travellino, (now) 
rivellino, of unkn. orig. 

raven1 large black bird with raucous voice. OE. 
hrxfn = OS. -hraban, MLG., MDu. raven (Du. 
raaf), OHG. (h)raban, ON. hrafn Gmc. 

/*xrabnaz; of imit. orig. 
raven* ftake by force, divide as spoil xv; devour 
voraciously (also intr.). xvi - (O)F. raviner 
rush, ravage, (now) hollow out, furrow Rom. 
*rapindre, f. L. raplna rapine. So ravenous 
xv. - OF. ravineux. 

ravin (arch.) rapine; voracity; spoil, prey. xrv. - 
(O)F ravineL. rapina rapine. 

ravine fviolence, violent rush (rare) xv; deep 
narrow gorge, mountain cleft xix. - (O)F. ravine 
in mod. sense xvn, (formerly) violent rush, im¬ 
petuosity, fall (of earth), torrent (of water)L. 
rapina rapine, in Rom. (by assoc, with rapidus 
rapid) impetuous or violent action, 

ravish seize and carry off (a person), remove 
from sight xm; transport with strong feeling 
xrv. - raviss-, lengthened stem of (O)F. ravir 
Rom. *rapire, for L. rapere seize; see -ish*. 

raw uncooked OE.; in a natural or unwrought 
state; crude xrv; inexperienced xvi. OE. hreaw 
= OS. hrao (MDu. ra(e)u, Du. rauw), OHG. 
(h)rao, rd (G. rob), ON. hrdr Gmc. *xrau>az 

IE. *krowos, f. a base repr. also by OIr. cru, 
Lith. kraujas, OS1. kruvi blood, Gr. kreas, Skr. 
kravi- raw flesh, L. crudus raw. 

ray1 line of light xiv (various techn. senses from 
xvn). - (O)F. raiL. radius; see radius. 

ray* edible sea-fish allied to the shark, xrv. - 
(O)F. raie L. raia. 

raze fscratch, graze; tscrape out, erase; sweep 
away, efface, xvi. var. sp. of rase. 

razor xiii. ME. raso(u)r - OF. raso(u)r (super¬ 
seded by rasoir Rom. *rasorium), f. raser 
rase; see -or'. 

razzia hostile incursion, raid. xix. - F. - Al¬ 
gerian Arab gazya, var. of Arab, gazwa, gazdt 
military expedition, f. gazw war. 

razzle-dazzle riotous jollity, xix. jingling for¬ 
mation on DAZZLE. 

re' (mus.) second note of the scale in solmi- 
zation. xrv. See ut. 

re* in the matter of, concerning, xvm. abl. of L. 
res thing, affair. 

re- repr. L. re-, (before a vowel in the classical 
period) red- (e g. redimere redeem, redundare 
redound); pref. restricted to the Italic group, 
having the general sense of ‘back’ or again’, 
occurring in many Eng. words of L. or Rom! 
origin (cf. F. re-, re-, Sp., Pg. re-. It. ri ), or of Eng. 
formations freely modelled on these. From the 
L. was derived an adj. *recos, repr. in reciprocus 
reciprocal, and an adv. retro backwards, 
retro-. In combination with a- the prefix is dis 
guised in rally, rampart, and ransom, and in the 
non naturalized rallentando, rapport, rap¬ 
prochement. The meanings of the L. prefix, 
which are all repr. in Eng., are: (1) backwards 
from a point reached or to the starting-point, 

e g. recedere recede, revocare revoke; passing 
sometimes into ‘away’, e g. removere remove; (2) 
back to an earlier state or over to another con¬ 
dition, e g. renovare renovate, resumere re¬ 
sume; (3) back in a place, from going forward, 
e g. residere reside, retinere retain; (4) again, in 
return, (the most frequent use in new for¬ 
mations); (5) in a contrary direction, so that 
what has been done is annulled or destroyed (= 
un-*), e g. renuntidre renounce, reveldre unveil, 
reveal1; (6) in opposition or conflict, e g. rebellis 
rebel, recrimindri recriminate; (7) in response 
to a stimulus, with intensive force, e.g. requirere 
require, resolvere resolve. 
Words containing the prefix occur as early as 

c.1200 and become more frequent in xrv; it be¬ 
came an Eng. pref. in xvi, formations on native 
words being modelled to some extent on foreign 
comps., as recall on L. revocare, recast after F. 
refondre. There are double forms with different 
meanings (with or without hyphen) arising 
from the coining of new formations from els. 
identical with those of already existing ones, e.g. 
re-cover (cover again) beside recover. 

reach1 stretch out, extend (in various lit. and 
fig. uses). OE. rxcan (pt. rxhte, rahte) = MLG., 
(M)Du. reiken, (O)HG. reichen WGmc. 
*raikjan, with which Lith. rdizytis stretch has 
been connected. The typical ME. forms of pt. 
and pp. were rau(g)ht(e); the new reched ap¬ 
peared c.1400. Hence reach sb. continuous 
stretch, as of a waterway xiii (in place-names); 
act or extent of reaching xvi. 

reach* tspit, hawk OE.; make efforts to vomit 
xvi. OE. hrxcan = ON. hrxkja spit, f. Gmc. 
*xraik-, repr. also by OE. hraca, ON. hrdki spit¬ 
tle; of imit. orig. 

react act in turn or in response to a stimulus 
xvn; move or tend in a reverse direction xix. f. 
re-+ act vb. So reaction xvn, whence re¬ 
actionary xix. reagent (chem.) substance em¬ 
ployed to detect the presence of another by the 
reaction produced, xvm. 

read fthink, suppose, guess; discern the mean¬ 
ing of (chiefly in read a riddle, a dream); inspect 
and interpret aloud or silently (signs rep¬ 
resenting speech); also intr. OE. rxdan = OS. 
rddan (Du. raden advise, guess), OHG. ratan (G. 
raten guess, read (a riddle), advise), ON. rdda 
advise, plan, rule, explain, read, Goth, -redan 
Gmc. * rxdan, prob. rel. to OIr. imrddim I de¬ 
liberate, consider, OS1. raditi take thought, at¬ 
tend to, Skr. rddh- accomplish. 
The orig. senses of the Gmc. vb. are those of 

taking or giving counsel, taking charge, con¬ 
trolling; the sense of considering or explaining 
something secret or mysterious is common to 
several langs., but that of interpreting written 
symbols is peculiar to OE., and ON. (perh. 
through OE. infl ). 
Hence reader ( er1) one who reads OE.; 

reading book xvm. reading ( ing1) OE. 
ready in a state of preparation for something, 
prompt, quick, xii. ME. rxdiij), re(a)di, also 
3eredi, ireadi, extended forms (with -y1) of OE. 
rxde, usu. gerxde (ME. irede) — MLG. (ge)rede 
(Du. gereed), OHG. reiti, MHG. gereite, parallel to 
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OE. gercid straight, wise, prudent, -conditioned, 
MLG. gered, MHG. gereit ready, ON. (g)reidr 
ready, Goth, garaips arranged; f. Gmc. *raid- 
prepare, arrange. 

real' (orig. leg.) pert, to things (as dist. from 
persons) xv; actually existing or present; that is 
truly what its name implies xvi. orig. - AN. real 
= (O)F. reel, later - its source, late L. realis, f. 
res thing; see -al’. So reality xvi. - (O)F. or 
medL realize, realization xvn. - F. Hence 
realism xrx, realist xvn, really (ly1) xv. 

real1 small Spanish silver coin, xvn - Sp., sb. 
use of real = F. royal royal. 

realgar native disulphide of arsenic, xiv. - 
medL - Arab, rahj al-gar ‘powder of the cave 
or mine’ (rahj powder, al al-1, gar cave), 

realm (now rhet. and techn.) kingdom, xm. ME 
reaume, later reurne, rea(l)me (xrv) - OF. 
reaume, realme (mod. royaume) - L. regimen 
regimen; blending with OF. reiel royal, etc. 
produced forms with -/-, which finally prevailed 
in Eng., realm being established c.1600. 

ream 20 quires of paper, xiv. - OF. raime, reyme, 
remme (mod. rame), also riesme - Arab, rizma 
bundle, f. razama collect into a bundle, 

reap cut (grain) for harvest. The present form 
descends from ME. re(o)pen, repr. OE. (i) reo- 
pan, *riopan, var. of ripan (pt. ripde, *ripie), and 
(ii) *repan (pt. pi. raepon), no certain cogns. are 
known. (OE. pt. pi. ripon implies an inf 
*ripan, pres. *rlpe, *ripd, repr. by ME. and dial. 
ripe, pt. rope.) 

rear1 set up, lift up, raise (lit. and fig.) OE.; bring 
up, breed xv; intr. rise on the hind feet xiv 
OE. rxran = ON. reisa (cf. Goth, urraisjan 
awaken) Gmc. *raizjan, causative of *reisan 
rise. Superseded in many senses by the Scand. 
RAJSE. 

rear1 hindmost part. xvi. In earliest use military 
and naval; prob. extracted from phr. in the rear 
ward (xv) or simply a shortening of rearward 
or rearguard. See next. 

rearguard trear portion of an armed force xv; 
portion detached from the main force to protect 
the rear xvu. - OF. rereguarde, f. rer, riere L. 
retro back -rguarde guard. The AN. var. 
rerewarde is repr. by rearward xiv; see ward1. 

reason fact or circumstance serving as ground 
or motive for action; intellectual power, think 
ing faculty, xm. ME. res(o)un, reson, reisun - 
OF. reisun, res(o)un (mod. raison) L. ratio, 
on- reckoning, judgement, understanding, 
reasoning, method, motive, f. rat-, pp. stem of 
reri think, reckon, see -tion. So reason vb. 
tquestion, call to account xiv; fhold discourse 
xv; think connectedly or logically xvi. - OF. rai 
soner (mod. -onner). reasonable agreeable to 
reason xm; fendowed with reason; having 
sound judgement; not exceeding limits assigned 
by reason xrv. - (O)F raison(n)able 

Reaumur Name of a thermometer invented by 
Rene Antoine de Reaumur (1683 1757), French 
physicist, xviu. 

reave pt., pp. reft (arch.) commit robbery; de¬ 
spoil; take forcible possession of. OE. reafian = 
OS. robon (Du. rooven), OHG. roubon (G.rauben), 
Goth, -raubon Gmc. *raubojan, f. *raub- 

(whence also OE. reaf plunder, equipment, 
clothing = OS. rdf, OHG. roub), *reub- (whence 
OE. reofan break, tear, ON. rjufa break, violate); 
the orig. sense is ‘break’, as in cogn. L rumpere, 
rup-. Hence reaver. Sc. reiyer robber, plun¬ 
derer OE reafere = MDu. rovere (Du. roover), 
OHG. roubari (G. rauber). 

rebate fdeduct, subtract, reduce, diminish xv; 
tdull. blunt xvi ME. rabat - (O)F. rabattre, f. 
re- rabattre abate; later alt. by substitution of 
re- for the first syll. Hence sb. deduction, xvn. 

rebeck (hist.) three-stringed fiddle, xvi. - F. 
rebec, frabec, unexpl. alt. of OF ribebe, rubebe 
(whence ME. ribibe, ru-, ribible) - Arab, rabab 
(dial, rabeb) one or two-stringed fiddle, 

rebel adj. that refuses obedience or allegiance 
xm; sb. one who does this xiv. - (O)F. rebelle adj 
and sb. - L. rebellis adj. and sb., f. re -tbellum 
war. So rebel vb. xrv. - (O)F. rebeller - L. re- 
belldre. rebellion xiv. - (O)F rebellion - L. 
rebellio, -on-. Hence rebellious xvi (preceded 
by frebellous xv). - F. frebelleux. 

rebound vb. xrv. - OF rebonder, (also mod.) 
rebondir, f. re- + bondir bound4. Hence (or - F. 
rebond) rebound sb. xvi. 

rebuff vb. xvi. - F. trebuffer - It. ribuffare, rab 
buffare, f. ribuffo, rabbuffo, f. ri- re- + buffo gust, 
puff, of imit. orig. So sb xvn. - F. trebuffe - It. 
ribuffo. 

rebuke fbreak down, force back; chide 
severely, xiv. - AN., ONF rebuker = OF. re- 
buchier, f. re- + bu(s)chier, bukier beat, strike, 
prop cut down wood, f. busche (mod. buche) log, 
prob. of Gmc. orig. Hence sb. xv. 

rebus enigmatic representation of a name, 
word, etc by pictures suggesting its syllables, 
xvu. - F. rebus - L. rebus, abl. pi. of res thing, 

rebut trevile, reproach xiii; frepel, repulse xrv; 
check xv; (leg.) repel by counter-proof xix (intr 
xvn). - AN rebuter, OF. rebo(u)ter, f. re- + boter 
butt'. So rebutter (leg.) defendant's answer to 
plaintiff’s surrejoinder, xvi. Hence rebuttal 

(-AL1) XIX. 

recalcitrant xix. - F. recalcitrant - L. recal- 
citrans, -ant-, prp. of recalcitrare kick out, (later) 

be refractory, f. re +*calcitrum kick, f. calx, 
calc- heel; see -ant. 

recall call back; revoke, xvi. f re- -+- call. Hence 
sb xvu. 

recant xvi. - L. recantare recall, revoke, f. re- 

-t- cantare sing, chant. Hence recantation xvi 
recapitulate xvi. f. pp. stem of late L. re- 
capituldre, f. re - ycapitulum section of a writ¬ 
ing, chapter; see ate’. So recapitulation 

xrv. - (O)F or late L 
recast cast (metal) again, refashion xviu. f. 
re-+ CAST. 

recede retire from a place, xv. - L. recedere, 
f. re + cedere go, cede. So recess fretirement, 

withdrawal xvi; (period of) retirement from oc¬ 

cupation; retired, receding, or inner part xvn. - 

L. recessus. recession retirement, xvn (whence 

recessional (hymn) sung during the re¬ 

tirement of clergy, etc., after a service (xix)). 

- L. 
receipt A. recipe. B. reception (of money, etc ); 
money received xrv (written acknowledgement 
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of this XVII); office for the reception of moneys 
xv (r. of the Exchequer). ME. receive) - AN. 
(ONF.) receite = OF. reqoite, var. of recete (mod. 
recette) - medL. recepta, sb. use of fern. pp. of 
recipere receive. The sp. with p appears in OF. 
recepte, a latinized form of recete. 

receive take to oneself xiii; accept, take in, 
admit; be the object of xrv. - OF. receivre, var. 
of reqoivre or later (refash.) recevoir, ult. L. 
recipere, see recipient. So receiver ( er2) xrv. - 
AN. * receiver e, our = OF. recevere. 

recension fenumeration, survey xvn; critical 
revision of a text, text so revised xix. - L. recen- 
sio, on-, f. recensere reckon, survey, review, re¬ 
vise, f. re- + censere assess, appraise; see -ion. 

recent xvi. - F. recent or L. recens, -ent-. 
receptacle xv. - (O)F. receptacle or L. recep- 
tdculum, f. receptare receive, f. recept-, pp. stem 
of recipere receive. 

reception action of receiving xiv (in astron. 
sense); in gen. sense xv (not freq. till mid-xvn). 
- (O)F. reception or L. receptid, -on-, f. recipere 
receive; see -tion. So receptive xvi. - medL. 

rechauffe warmed-up dish. xix. - F., pp. of re- 
chauffer warm up again, f. re- + echauffer, see 
chafe, -y*. 

recherche very choice or rare. xvm. - F., pp. 
of rechercher search for carefully, 

recidivist xix. - F. recidiviste, f. recidiver - 
medL. recidivdre, f. L. recidivus, f. recidere fall 
back, f. re- + cadere fall; see -ive, -ist. 

recipe t(imper.) take xrv; sb. formula for a 
medical prescription xvi, for a dish in cookery 
xvm. - L. recipe, imper. sg. of recipere receive. 

recipient one who or a thing which receives, 
xvi. - F. recipient - It. recipiente or L. recipiens, 
-ent-, prp. of recipere receive, f. re- + capere take; 
see -ent. 

reciprocal done in return; inversely related 
xvi; corresponding to each other; (gram.) re¬ 
flexive xvii. f. L. reciprocus moving backwards 
and forwards, alternating *recoprocos, f. 
*recos + *procos, f. (respectively) re- and pro-'; 
see -al1 So reciprocate ( ate*) xvii. f. pp. stem 
of L. reciprocdre. reciprocation xvi. - F. or L. 
reciprocity xvm. - F. 

recite xv. - (O)F. reciter or L. recitdre read out, 
f. re + citdre cite. Hence recital (-al3) xvi. So 
recitation xv. - (O)F. recitation or L. reciidtio, 
-on-, recitative adj. and sb. xvii. f. It. recitativo\ 
See -ATTVE. 

reck take care, heed, concern oneself. OE. 
shows two types, (i) *recan, pt. rohte (whence 
ME. reche, rouhte, later rought till xvii) = OS. 
rokjan, OHG. ruohhen, ON. roekja Gmc. *rok- 
jan\ (ii) reccan, the orig. of which is obscure, 
paralleled in recce leas reckless. The present 
form, which appears xii, is due partly to gen¬ 
eralization of the k of ME. 3rd sg. pres. ind. rekp 
(OE. reed, which may belong to either * recan or 
reccan), partly to the infl. of ON. rcekja. New pt. 
and pp. in -ed appear xv. 

reckless OE. rec(c)eleas, corr. to MLG. rokelos, 
(M)Du. roekeloos, OHG. ruahhalos (G. ruchlos); 
f. base of reck + -less; forms with (c)k- are ex¬ 
tant from xii, by assoc, with the vb. 

reckon A. frecount, relate OE. (once); enu¬ 

merate, name serially xii; count, compute xiii; 

estimate, consider xrv. B. make a calculation, 
settle accounts with; calculate or design to xvi; 
depend on xvii. OE. gerecenian = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. rekenen, OHG. rehhandn (G. rechnen) 
WGmc. *(3a)rekendjan, perh. f. *rekenaz (OE. 
recen) ready, rapid, straightforward, 

reclaim fcall (a hawk) back xra; recall, bring 
back; reduce to obedience xrv; claim restoration 
of xvi; bring (land) under cultivation xvm. - 
(Q)F. rec lamer - L. recldmdre cry out, exclaim; 
see re-, claim. So reclamation xvi. - F. or L. 

recline flay down xv; (of a dial) incline from 
the vertical xvi; rest in a recumbent position 
xvii. - OF. recliner lean, of a dial (as above), 
and reinforced from its source L. reclindre bend 
back, lay aside, recline, f. re- + -clinare (cf. 
LEAN2). 

recluse sb. person shut up from the world for 
the purpose of religious contemplation xm; per¬ 
son of retired life xvm, adj. xrv. - (O)F. reclus, 
fern, recluse, pp. of reclure L. recludere (pp. 
reclusus) shut up, (earlier) open, f. re- + claudere 
CLOSE. 

recognition t(Sc. leg.) resumption of lands by 
a feudal superior xv; acknowledgement as true 
or valid xvi; identification of a person or thing 
xvm. - L. recognitio, -on-, f. recognit-, pp. stem of 
recognoscere examine, recognize; see re-, cog¬ 
nition. So recognize +(Sc. leg.) resume pos¬ 
session of xv; frevise, amend; tacknowledge, 
admit; treat as valid, approve; know again xvi. 
Early forms raccunnis (Sc ), recog ms(h), soon 
assim. to vbs. in -ise, -ize. - OF. recon(n)iss-, pres, 
stem of reconnaistre (mod. reconnoitre)L. re¬ 
cognoscere. recognizance legal bond or ob¬ 
ligation xrv; frecognition; fbadge xv. - OF, 
recon(u)issance (mod. reconnaissance)-, cf. 
COGNIZANCE. 

recoil tbeat or drive back xm; retreat, retire 
xrv, fgo or draw back xv; spring back xvi. - 
(O)F. reculer - Rom. *reculdre, f. L. re- + cuius 
posteriors. Hence sb. xvi (once xrv). 

recollect call back to one’s mind xvi. var., with 
distinctive pronunc., of re-collect fcollect; collect 
again xvi; summon up (one’s spirits, courage, 
etc.) xvii; f. recollect-, pp. stem of L. recolligere 
collect again, f. re- + colligere collect'. So 
recollection A. gathering together again xvi; 
B. concentration of thought; recalling to the 
memory xvii. - F. or medL. 

recommend commend or commit to God; 
tpraise, commend xrv; mention or introduce 
with approval; make acceptable xvn. - medL. 
recommenddre, f. re- + commendare commend. 
So recommendation xv. 

recompense reward, requite, xv. - (O)F. 
recompenser - late L. recompensdre, f. re- 
+ compensare compensate. So sb. xv. - F. 
recompense. 

reconcile bring again into friendly relations 
or agreement xrv; make compatible xvi. - (O)F. 
reconcilier or L. reconcilidre, f. re- + concilidre 
conciliate. So reconciliation xrv. 

recondite fhidden away; removed from or¬ 
dinary understanding or knowledge, xvn. - L. 
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reconditus, pp. of recondere put away, hide, f. 
re- + condere hide. 

reconnaissance ascertainment of the posi¬ 
tion and strength of an enemy, xvin. - F., f. stem 
of reconnoitre, later form of reconnoitre (:- L. 
recognoscere recognize), whence reconnoitre 

make a reconnaissance (of), (ivra). 
record (leg.) fact of being committed to writing 
as evidence xm; fact of being preserved as 
knowledge xiv; (leg.) authentic report of pro¬ 
ceedings xv; account of a fact in writing, etc. 
xvi. - (O)F. record remembrance, f. recorder 
bring to remembrance L. recorddre, usu. -dri 
think over, be mindful of, f. re- + cor, cord- 
heart: whence vb. A. fcommit to memory xiv; 
practise (a song, tune) xv; B. trecall, remember; 
relate, set down in writing xiv. So recorder (1) 
magistrate holding a court of quarter-sessions, 
orig. lawyer appointed by the mayor and 
aldermen (of London) to keep in mind pro¬ 
ceedings of the court, etc. xv. - AN recordour, 
OF. recordeur, see er*. recorder (2) wind in¬ 
strument of the flute kind. xv. f. record vb. in 
the sense practise a tune’ + -er1. 

recount relate, tell in detail, xv. - AN., ONF 
reconter, f. re- + conter count. 

recoup finterrupt xv (rare); (leg.) deduct; re¬ 
compense for loss or outlay xvii. - OF. recouper 
cut back, retrench, interrupt, re-sell, f. re- 

+ couper cut. 
recourse fretum; fcourse, movement; resort 

to a person or thing xiv; means resorted to xv. - 

(O)F. recours - L. recursus, f. recurs-, pp. stem of 
recurrere run or turn back, resort (see recur). 

recover tr. get or bring back, regain; intr. re¬ 
gain a status, xrv - AN. recoverer, OF. recovrer 
(mod. recouvrer), - L. recuperare regain; see re¬ 

cuperate. So recovery xrv. - AN. recoverie, OF. 
reco(u)vree. 

recreant confessing oneself vanquished, 
(hence) cowardly, craven xrv (also sb.); false, 
apostate xvii (sb. xvi). - OF. recreant adj. and 
sb. use of prp of recroire yield, surrender 
medL. (se) recredere surrender (oneself), f. re- 

+ credere entrust, believe; see -ant. 

recreate restore to a good or wholesome con¬ 
dition, refresh, xv. f. pp. stem of L. recredre, f. 
re- + credre create. So recreation frefresh 
ment, nourishment; refreshment by pleasant 
occupation, xrv. - (O)F. - L. recreative xvi. 

recriminate retort an accusation, accuse in 
return, xvii. f. pp. stem of medL. recriminare, f. 
L. re- + crimindri accuse, f. crimen, crimin- ac¬ 
cusation; see -ate*. So recrimination xvii. - F. 
or medL. 

recrudescence xvm. f. L. recrudescere, f. re 

+ crudescere become raw, see -escence. So re- 
crudescent xvm. 

recruit treinforcement (abstr. and concr.) of 

troops; fpl. reinforcements, (hence) one of the 

men composing these, newly enlisted soldier. 

xvii. - F. dial, frecrute = F recrue, sb. use of fern 
pp of recroitre increase again L. recrescere, 
f. re- + crescere grow. So recruit vb. reinforce; 
replenish; enlist new soldiers, recover health or 
vigour xvii; enlist (men) xix. - F. recruter 

rectangle xvi. - F. rectangle or medL rec 

tangulum, for earlier rectiangulum, sb. use of 
n. sg. of *rectiangulus, f. L. rectus straight, 
right + angulus angle*. Hence rectangular 

XVII. 

rectify put right, remedy xiv; refine by chemi 
cal process xv; adjust xvi. - (O)F. rectifier - 

medL. rectificbre, f. L. rectus right; see fy. So 
rectification xv - (O)F. or late L. 

rectilinear xvii. f. late L. rectilineus, f. rectus 
right + linea line'; see -ar. 

rectitude tstraightness xv; moral uprightness 
xvi. - (O)F. rectitude or late L. rectitudo, f. rectus 
right; see -tude. 

recto right-hand page of a book when open, 

front of a leaf xix. - L. recto on the right side, 

abl. of rectus right. 

rector truler, governor xiv; incumbent of a par¬ 
ish whose tithes are not impropriate; head of a 
university, etc. xv. - OF. rectour (mod. recteur) 
or L. rector, -or-, f. pp. stem of regere rule. So 
rectory (-ory1) benefice held by a rector xvi; 
rector’s residence xix. - AN., OF rectorie or 
medL. rectoria; see -y*. 

rectum xvi. - L. rectum, n. of rectus straight, 
recumbent xvii. - L. recumbens, -ent-, prp. of 
rec umber e recline, f. re- + -cumbere (cf. 
incumbent). 

recuperate frecover, regain xvi, restore (esp. 
in health) xvii; (intr.) recover health, etc. xix. 
f. pp. stem of L. recuperare, f. re- + *cup- (as in 
occupare occupy). So recuperation (recovery 
xv (rare before xvii); restoration of health 
xix. - L 

recur go or come back, return (now in abstr. 
senses) xv; occur again xvii. - L. recurrere, f. 
re- + currere run. So recurrence xvii, re¬ 
current xvi. 

recusant Roman Catholic (etc.) who refused to 
attend services of the Church of England, xvi. - 
L. recusdns, -ant-, prp. of recusdre refuse, f. re- 

+ causa cause; see -ant. 

red OE. read = OS. rod (Du. rood), OHG. rot (G. 
rot), ON. raudr, Goth, raups Gmc *rau6az 
IE. *roudhos, f. base repr also by Skr. rudhird-, 
Gr. eruthros, L. rpfus, ruber, OIr. ruadh, W. 
rhudd, OS1. rudu, Lith. raudas. comp red¬ 
breast, red deer, red herring, red lead, xv 
redstart song-bird having a red tail, xvi (OE. 
steort tail). Hence redden vb. xvii ( en*), red¬ 
dish xrv Gish'). 

red- var. of re-. 
-red repr OE. rxden condition, which was freely 
used as a suffix, as in brodorr&den brotherhood, 
freondrxden friendship, sibrxden relationship. 
Only a few were retained in ME., but there were 
some new formations, as felawrede fellowship, 
haterede{n) hatred, kinredein) kindred. 

redaction preparation for publication xix. - 
F. redaction - late L. redactio, on-, f. redact-, pp. 
stem of redigere drive back, collect, reduce, f. 
red- + agere drive, etc. 

redan (fortif.) field-work having two faces for¬ 
ming a salient angle, xvii. - F., var. of redent 
notching as of a saw, f. re- + dent tooth, 

reddle red ochre xvm. var of ruddle. 

rede trule. govern OE.; tguide, guard, appoint 
xm; advise, counsel OE ; interpret xvm ME 



redeem 394 reform 

form of read, retained for arch, senses. So rede 
sb. (arch.) counsel; fplan of action; fsuccour, 
remedy QE.; tale, story xrv. OE. rxd, corr. to 
OS. rad (Du. road), OHG. rat (G. rat), ON. rad 

Gmc. *rxdaz, -am, f. base of *rxdan read. 
redeem buy back; free (mortgaged property) by 
payment; free by paying ransom; deliver, spec, 
from sin xv; make up for, compensate xvi. - F. 
redimer or L. redimere, f. red- + emere buy, orig. 
take. Hence redeemer (-er1) xv So re¬ 
demption action of freeing or delivering; ran 
som. xrv. - (O)F. redemption - L. redemptio, -on-, 
f. redempt-, pp. stem of redimere. Redemptorist 
member of the Congregation of the Most Holy 
Redeemer, xix. - F. 

red-gum papular eruption, xvi. alt., by assim. 
to gum', of tredgown(d), i-gowm (xv), later form, 
infl. by red, of radegound (xrv), f. obscure first 
el. + (dial.) gound pus, esp from the eyes, OE. 
gund - OHG. gunt pus, Goth, gund carcinoma, 
redintegrate restore to completeness or unity. 
xv. f. pp. stem of L. redintegrdre, f. red- 

-i- integrdre integrate. So redintegration xv. 
redolent tsweet-smelling xiv; smelling of or 
with xvii. - OF. redolent or L. redolens, -ent-, prp. 
of redolere, f. red- + olere emit a smell; see -ent. 
So redolence xv. - OF. 

redouble double in quantity xv; repeat xvi. - 
F. redoubler, see re-, double vb. 

redoubt tsmall work within a fortification; 
square or polygonal outwork or field-work. 
xvii. - F. redoute, iridotte - It. fridotta, now ri- 
dotto - medL reduct us refuge, retreat, f. pp 
stem of reducere draw off, withdraw (see 
reduce). The b is due to assoc, with next, 

redoubtable xrv. - (O)F. redoutable, f. redou- 
ter fear, dread, f. re- + douter doubt; see -able. 

redound toverflow; fabound; tflow or go back; 
tresound xrv; turn or contribute to some ad¬ 
vantage or disadvantage xv; attach or accrue to 
xvi. - (O)F. redonder L. redunddre (see 
redundant). 

redress tset upright again; restore, amend, 
remedy xiv. - (O)F. redresser, see re-, dress. So 
sb. xrv. - AN. redresse 

reduce fbring or lead back xrv; bring or restore 
to a condition, bring into subjection, bring down 
xv; diminish xvi. - L. reducere bring back, 
restore, replace, f. re +ducere lead, bring. So 
reduction xv. - (O)F. or L. 

redundant characterized by superfluity or ex¬ 
cess. xvn. - L. redundans, -ant-, pp. of redunddre 
overflow, etc., f red- + unddre (of the sea) be agi¬ 
tated, surge, f. unda wave; see -ant So re¬ 
dundance, redundancy xvii. - L. 

reduplicate make double or twofold xvi; 
(gram.) xix. f. pp. stem of late L. reduplicdre, 
f. re- + duplicdre duplicate. So reduplication 
doubling xvi; (gram.) repetition of an element 
of the radical or base of a word xvm. - late L. 
reduplicdtio, on 

reed (tall straight stem of) any plant of the gen 
era Phragmites and Arundo. OE. hreod = OS. 
hriod, OHG (h)riot (Du., G riet) WGmc. 
*xreuda. 

reef' (naut.) horizontal strip of a sail that can 
be taken in. xiv (riff). - (M)Du. reef, rif- ON. rif 

(rib) in same sense; cf. next. Hence reef vb. 
reduce (a sail) by taking in a reef. xvn. Hence 
reefer ( er') reeftng-jacket (close-fitting jacket), 
xix. 

reef* ridge of rock at or near the surface of the 
water xvi; (in gold-mining, orig. Austral.) lode of 
auriferous quartz xix. Earlier riffle), in nautical 
use - MLG. ref, rif. pi. reves, MDu. rif, ref - ON. 
rif (rib) in same sense; cf. prec. 

reek smoke OE.; vapour, steam xrv; exhalation, 
disagreeable smell xvn. OE. red, *riec - OS. rok 
(Du. rook), OHG. rouh (G. rauch), ON. reykr 
Gmc. *raukiz. From the grade *reuk- is reek vb 
smoke (trans. and intr ); emit hot vapour OE.; 
emit unwholesome vapour, stink xvm. OE. 
reocan = (M)Du rieken, OHG. riohhan (G. 
riechen), ON. rjuka. The normal repr. of the OE. 
sb. is ME. and dial. reech\ the /c-form is due 
partly to Scand. infl., partly to assoc, with the 
native verb. 

reel winding instrument, orig for thread or silk 
OE.; (orig. Sc., f. the vb.) whirling movement, 
staggering roll; lively dance of Sc. origin xvi. 
OE. hreol, of which no cogns. are known. Hence 
reel vb. wind on a reel; whirl; stagger, sway xiv; 
dance a reel xvm. 

reeve' (chiefly hist.) in Anglo-Saxon times, high 
official having local jurisdiction; later, variously 
applied to local officers. OE. refa, aphetic var. 
of OE. gerefa, earlier girdefa, f. ge- Y- + *rdf in 
secgrof host of men, stxfrdf alphabet - OHG. 
ruova, ruoba, ON. stafrof. 

reeve* pt. and pp. reeved, later rove (naut.) pass 
(a rope) through a hole. xvn. perh. - Du. reven 
reef, with shift of meaning, 

refection refreshment, recreation xiv; par¬ 
taking of food, meal xv. - (O)F. refection - L. 
refectio, -on-, f. pp. stem of reficere remake, 
renew, f. re- +facere make; see -tion. So re¬ 
fectory (-ory1) xv. - late L. refectorium. 

refer attribute to a source or related thing; have 
relation or allusion to xrv; commit to an auth¬ 
ority, etc. xv. - (O)F. referer - L. referre carry 
back, f. re- +ferre bear*. Hence referable xvn, 
referee ( ee‘) (leg ); reference xvi. So ref¬ 
erendum xix. gerund or n. gerundive of L. re¬ 
ferre. referent (gram.) xix. - prp. of L. referre 
(see -ent). 

refine xvi. f. re- + fine vb.*. Hence refinement 
xvii, refinery xvm. 

reflect divert, deflect xv; throw back (beams, 
etc.), turn one’s thoughts upon xvn; cast 
reproach. - OF. reflecter or L. reflectere, f. re- 
+fleetere bend. So reflection, reflexion throw¬ 
ing back of light or heat xiv; animadversion, 
imputation; fixing of the thoughts xvn. - (O)F. 
or late L. 

reform A. form again xiv; B. frestore; convert 
into another and a better form xiv; change for 
the better xv. - OF. reformer (mod. reformer) or 
L. reformdre, see re-, form vb In sense A, a new 
formation since xvi, and now usu. sp. re-form. 
Hence (or - F. reforme) sb. xvm. So re¬ 
formation improvement, radical change for 
the better xv; (hist.) spec., with R. xvi. - (O)F 
or L. Hence reformatory adLj xvi, sb. institute 
for the reformation of juvenile offenders xix. 
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refract deflect the course of (light, etc.), xvii. f. 
refract-, pp. stem of L. refringere, f. re- + frangere 
break'. So refraction tbreaking open or up xvi 
(rare); deflection of rays, etc. xvii. - F. or L. 
refractory' (-ory2) stubborn, unmanageable 
xvii; resisting the action of heat xvm. alt. of fre- 
fractary (xvi) - L. refractdrius. 
refrain1 burden of a poem or song (recurring 
at intervals and so breaking the sequence), 
xrv. - (O)F. refrain, \refrein, succeeding to ear¬ 
lier refrait, -eit, sb. use of pp. of trefraindre 
break, etc.Rom. *refrangere, for L. refringere, 
f. re- + frangere break1 . 

refrain2 trestrain; abstain, xrv. - (O)F. re- 
frener - L. refrendre bridle, f. re- + frenum bridle, 
refresh impart freshness to, restore to a fresh 
condition, xrv. - OF. refreschi{e)r, f. re-+/res, 
fem.fresche fresh. Hence refreshment xrv. 

refrigerate cause to become cold. xvi. f. pp. 
stem of L. refrige rare, f. re- + frig us,frigor- cold; 
see -ate*. So refrigeration xv. - L. re¬ 
frigerator cooler xvii; apparatus for main¬ 
taining a cold temperature xix; earlier 
refrigeratory (ory1) xvii. 

reft see REAVE. 
refuge shelter from danger or trouble xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. refugium, f. re-+fugere flee So refu¬ 
gee (-ee1) xvii (refugie and -gee). - F. refugie, pp. 
of (sc) refugier take refuge; the ending was early 
assim. 

refulgent xvi. - prp. of L. refulgere, f. re- 
+fulgere shine; see -ent, 

refund tpour back xrv; pay back, repay xvi. - 
OF. refonder or L. refundere, f. re- +fundere 
pour; in later use based on fund. 

refuse tavoid; decline to accept or to do a thing; 
trenounce xiv; decline to grant xvi. - (O)F. re¬ 
fuser - Rom. *refusare, prob. alt. of L. recusdre 
refuse, after refutdre refute. Hence refusal 
(-al2) xv. So refuse sb rejected matter, xv. 
perh. - OF. refuse, pp. of refuser. 

refute trefuse xvi (rare); prove in error, dis 
prove xvi. - L. refutdre repel, rebut, f. re- + *fut- 
(of uncert orig.; cf. confute). So refutation 
xvi. - L. 

regal royal, kingly, xiv. - OF. regal or L. regalis, 
f. rex, reg- king, f. a base repr. by Gaul. *rix (as 
in Dumnorix, Vercingetorix), (O)Ir. ri king, Skr. 
rdjan- raja(h); see -al1. So regality xv. - OF 
or medL. 

regale entertain or feast in a choice manner 
xvii. - F. regaler, f re- re- + OF. gale pleasure, 
joy. 
regalia royal powers or privileges xvi; insignia 
of royalty xvii. - medL. regalia royal residence, 
royal rights, n. pi. of regalis regal; see ia2. 

regard A. faspect, look xiv; (arch.) look, glance 
xv; (hist.) official inspection of a forest xvi; B 
trepute, esteem xiv; observation, attention xv; 
thing to be considered; kindly feeling or wish 
xvi. - (O)F., f. regarder look at, etc. (see re-, 
guard vb.), whence regard vb. look at, take 
notice of xv; heed, take into account, consider 
xvi; concern, have respect or relation to xvii 
(prp. regarding, passing into prep xvm). So re¬ 
gardant (leg.) attached to a manor xv; (her.) 

looking backwards. - AN., (O)F. regardant, prp. 
of the vb. 

regatta boat-race held on the Grand Canal, 
Venice xvii; hence gen. xvm. - It. (orig. 
Venetian) iregatta, frigatta, regata, f. rigattare 
wrangle, contend. 

regelate freeze again, xix. f. re- + pp. stem of L 
geldre freeze. 

regenerate cause to be born again or re¬ 
produced. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. regenerare (see 
re , generate); based on earlier regenerate 
adj. ( ate2) reborn, formed anew xv; spiritually 
reborn xvi. So regeneration re-creation xrv; 
spiritual rebirth xv. - (O)F. or L. 

regent adj. presiding over disputations in a uni 
versity xiv; acting as regent of a country xvi; sb. 
one who rules, has royal authority, etc. xv. - 
(O)F. regent or L. regens, -ent- ruling, ruler, 
governor, prp. of regere rule; see -ent. So re¬ 
gency office of a ruler or regent xv; body of 
persons acting for a sovereign; period during 
which a regent or regency governs xvm. - 
medL regent ia 

regicide1 one who kills a king. xvi. f. L. rex, reg- 
king +-ciDE1. So regicide2 (-cide2) killing of a 
king. xvii. 

regime fregimen of health; system of govern¬ 
ment. xvm. - F. - L. regimen, f. regere rule. So 
regimen regulation of matters pert, to health 
xrv; rule, government xv; (gram.) government 
xvi. - L. regiment frule, government, fcontrol, 
management; tplace under a certain rule xiv; 
fregimen of health; body of troops forming a 
unit xvi. - (O)F. regiment - late L. regimentum 
rule; see -ment. Hence regiment vb. xvii, regi¬ 
mental adj and sb. pi. ( al1) xvm. 

region fkingdom, realm; tract of country, 
division of the world xiv; part or division of the 
air, a city, the body xvi. - (O)F. region - L. regio, 

on- direction, line, boundary, quarter, district, 
province, f. regere direct, guide, rule; see -ion 
So regional ( al1) xvii. - late L. 

register1 A. volume in which particulars are 
systematically entered xiv; B. slider in an organ 
xvi; plate for regulating the passage of air, heat, 
or smoke; adjustment of printing type xvii. ME. 
registre, -estre - (O)F. registre, -\regestre or medL. 
registrum, -estrum, alt. of regestum, sg. of late L. 
regesta list, register, sb use of n. pi. of pp. of L 
regerere transcribe, record, f. re- +gerere carry, 
carry out, execute; the senses under B are due 
to assoc, with F. regir guide, manage - L. regere- 
guide, rule. So register vb xiv. - (O)F registrer 
or medL. regislrdre registration xvi. - obs. F 
or medL. registry registration xvi; place of 
registration; register xvii. Reduced form of 
registery (xv) - medL. registerium registrar 
one who keeps a register xvn: superseding in 
general Eng. use older registrary xvi (- medL 
registrdrius), register2 xvi (app alt. of tre 
gistrer (xiv) - AN. *registrere = OF registreur, 
medL. registrator; see er2) 

Regius designation of professors appointed by 
the Crown, instituted by Henry VIII. - L., f. rex. 
reg king. 

reglet fcolumn of a page xvi; (archit.) narrow 
band separating mouldings, etc.; (typogr.) nar 



396 release regnal 

row strip for making white spaces xvn. - (O)F. 
reglet, also reglette, dim. of regie rule; see -et; in 
archit. sense - It. regoletto. 

regnal xvn. - medL. regndlis, f. regnum reign; 

see -al' 

regnant reigning, ruling, xvn. - L. regnbns, 
-ant. prp. of regndre reign; see -ant. 

regrate (hist.) buy up (commodities) to sell 
again at a profit, xv. - OF. regrater, supposed to 
be f. re- + grater (mod. gratter) scratch (of Gmc. 
ong ). Hence regrater (-er*) xiv. 

regress return, re-entry, xrv. - L. regressus, f. 
pp stem of regredi go back, f. re- + gradi step, 
go, rel. to gradus step. So regression xvi. - L. 
Hence regressive xvn. 

regret remember with pain or longing xrv; 
grieve at xvi. - (O)F. regreter bewail (the dead) 
(mod. regretter), with var. tregrater, perh. f. re- 

+ Gmc. *3raetan weep, greet*. So regret sb. 
tcomplaint, lament; sorrow, esp. for something 
lost. xvi. - (O)F. 

regular fsubject to a religious rule xiv; con 
forming to a rule, principle, or standard xvi. 
ME. reguler (later with ending assim. to L.) - 
OF. reguler (mod. regutier) - L. reguldris, f. 
regula rule; see -ar. So regularize xvn (once; 
thereafter not before xix). regulate ( ate®) con¬ 
trol, adjust, xvn. f. pp. stem of late L. regulare. 
Hence regulation, regulator xvn. 

regulus (astron.) bright star in Leo; tmetallic 
antimony, app. so called from its ready com¬ 
bination with gold; metallic part of a mineral 
xvi; petty king xvn; golden-crested wren xix. - 
L., dim. of rex, rig- king. 

regurgitate gush back again xvn; cast out 
again xvm. f. pp. stem of medL. regurgitdre, f. 
re- + late L. gurgitare engulf, f. gurges, -git- 
whirlpool. So regurgitation xvn. - medL. 

rehabilitate restore to former status, xvi. f. 
pp. stem of medL. rehabilitdre, see habilitate. 

So rehabilitation xvi. - medL. 
rehearse recite, relate xiu; practise the per¬ 
formance of xvi. - AN. rehearser, OF reher- 
di)er, perh. f. re- + hercer harrow. Hence 
rehearsal ( al2) recital xrv; practice of a play, 
etc. xvi. 

reify convert mentally into a thing xix. f. L. res 
thing + -ify. So reification xix. 

reign (arch.) royal rule, sovereignty, (poet.) 
sway; fkingdom, realm xm; period of rule xiv. - 
OF. reigne, (also mod.) regne kingdom - L. reg¬ 
num. rel to regula rule. So vb. xiu. - OF. 
reignier (mod. regner) - L. regndre. 

reimburse xvu. f. re- + imburse (xvi) put into 
a purse, pay - medL. imbursdre, f. im ' + bursa 
PURSE. 

rein long narrow strap for guiding a horse, xiu 
ME rene - OF. re<ig)ne, raigne, rainne, etc., 
earlier resne (mod. rene) Rom. *retina, f. L 
retinere retain. Hence vb. xiv. 

reindeer xiv. - ON hreindyri, f. hreinn (= OE 
hrdn) reindeer + dyr deer. 

reinforce strengthen with additional men xvi; 
also gen. xvii. alt., by analysis into re and 
inforce, enforce, of trenforce (xvi) - (O)F. 
renforcer, in mil use prob. - It. rinforzare 

reins (arch.) kidneys, loins, xrv. - (O)F. reins 
L. renes pi. kidneys. 

reinstate re-establish in a position xvi; restore 
to a former state xvm. See re-, instate. 

reintegrate, -ation, vars. of redintegrate, 
-ation, after F. or late L. xvi. 

reiterate xvi. f. L. reiterat-, see re-, iterate. So 
reiteration xvi. - F. or L. 

reiver see reaver. 
reject refuse to have, recognize, etc. xv. f. reject-, 
pp. stem of L. reicere throw back, discard, f. re- 
+jacere throw. Hence sb. fcastaway xvi; thing 
rejected xix. So rejection xvi. - F. or L. 

rejoice tenjoy possession of; gladden, trefl. and 
intr. be joyful, xrv. ME. reioshe. reioische, 
reioyse, f. rejoiss-, lengthened stem of OF. re(s)- 
joir, later rejouir, f. re- + esjoir (ejouir), f. es- 
ex-‘ + joir joy vb. 

rejoin* reply to a charge or plea xv; say in 
answer xvn. f. rejoin-, stem of (O)F. rejoindre\ 
see re-, join. So rejoinder defendant's answer 
xv; answer to a reply, reply xvi. - AN. *rejoin¬ 
der, for (O)F. rejoindre, inf. used as sb. (see -er*). 

rejoin2 join again, xvi. - (O)F. (as prec.) or f. 
RE-+ JOIN. 

rejuvenate restore to youth, xix. irreg. f. 
re +L. juvenis young + -ate*. So rejuven¬ 
escence renewal of youth, xvn. f. late L. re- 
juvenescere. rejuvenescent xvra. 
-rel, -erel ME. suffix of dim and depreciatory 
force, repr. OF. -erel (mod. -ereau), found first in 
animal names, the earliest of which is maquerel 
(xm) mackerel, followed by doggerel in xrv 
and in xv by cockerel, dotterel, mongrel, 
pickerel, and later kestrel, whimbrel. Form¬ 
ations of a more general kind are scoundrel, 
wastrel. 

relapse vb xvi. f. relaps-, pp. stem of L. relabi, 
f. re- + labi slip. Hence (or - F. relaps, medL. 
relapsus) sb. xvi. 

relate give an account of xvi, (leg.) refer back 
xvi; bring into connection or comparison xvn. 
f. stem of L. reldtus, functioning as pp. of referre 
refer, but formally f. the base of tollere raise; 
see -ate*. So relation narration xrv; con¬ 
nection; relative xvi. - (O)F. or L. relative adj. 
having relation to xvi; sb. (gram.) xrv; (gen.) xv; 
kinsman xvn. - (O)F. relatif, -ive or late L. 
relativus. 

relax loosen, flit, and fig. xv; (Sc.) free from 
legal restraint xvi; make less strict xvn. - L. 
relaxdre, f. re +Ioxus lax. So relaxation re¬ 
mission of penalty, etc.; release from ordinary 
occupations xvi; diminution of firmness or 
strictness xvu. - L. 

relay set of fresh hounds, etc. posted to take up 
the chase from others xv; set of fresh horses at 
a stage xvn; relief gang xix; (stage of) a relay 
race xx - OF. relai (mod. relais), f. relayer (f. 
re- -rlaier, ult. repr. L. laxdre\ see lease), 
whence or from the sb. relay vb. tlet go (fresh 
hounds) xv; provide with relays xvm. 

release A. frevoke, cancel xm; frelieve; remit 
(now leg ); give up, surrender xrv; B. set free 
xrv. ME. reles(s)e - OF. relesser, relaiss(i)er L. 
relaxare relax. So sb. freeing, deliverance xrv; 
(leg.) conveyance of an estate xv. - OF. reles. 
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relegate send into exile xvi; consign to ob¬ 
scurity xvm; refer for decision xix. f. pp. stem 
of L. relegare send away, refer, f. re- + legare 
send; see -ate*. 

relent tmelt, dissolve xiv; grow gentle or for¬ 
giving xvi. - medL *relentdre, f. re- + L. lentdre 
bend, medL. soften, f. lentus flexible, 

relevant pertinent to. xvi. In earliest use Sc. 
and prob. of leg. orig.; not in gen. Eng. use before 
1800. - medL. relevans, -ant-, prp. of L. relevare 
raise up, relieve. 

reliable xvi (raliabill, Sc.), f. rely + -able. Fre¬ 
quent in gen. use only since c. 1850. Hence re¬ 
liability XIX. 

reliance xvii. f. rely + -ance. So reliant xix. 
relic object remaining as a memorial of a 
departed saint xin; (pi.) remains xrv; surviving 
trace or memory xvi. ME. relike - (O)F. relique, 
orig. pi. - L. reliquiae remains, fern. pi. of reliquus 
remaining, f. re- + base of linquere leave behind, 

relict t(chiefly Sc.) relic; widow; pi. remains 
xvi. - L. relictus, n. sg. -um, n. pi. -a, pp. of re- 
linquere leave behind, relinquish. In the sense 
'widow' (in earliest use Sc.) - OF. relicte, late L. 
relicta. 

relief* A. payment made to an overlord on tak¬ 
ing possession xrv; B. alleviation of distress etc. 
xrv; release from occupation or duty xvi. - AN. 
relef, (O)F. relief, f. relever (tonic stem reliev-) 
RELIEVE. 

relief* elevation of (parts of) a design from a 
plane surface, xvii. - F. - It. rilievo, f. rilevare 
raise; cf. next. 

relieve assist in trouble or difficulty xrv; ease, 
mitigate xv; (Sc.) release xvi; (after relief1) re¬ 
lease from guard or watch xvn; (after relief*) 

bring into relief xvm. ME. releve - (O)F. re¬ 
lever L. relevare raise again, succour, allevi¬ 
ate, f. re- + levdre raise, f. levis light*. 

religion state of life (as of monks) bound by 
vows and a rule xii; religious order or rule; sys¬ 
tem of faith in and worship of a divine power 
xm; recognition of a divine being to whom wor¬ 
ship is due xvi. - (O)F. religion - L. religio, on 
obligation (as of an oath), bond between man 
and the gods, scrupulousness, scruple(s), rev¬ 
erence for the gods; (in late L. from v) religious 
(monastic) life; of uncert. orig. So religious 
bound by monastic vows; imbued with religion 
xm; pert, to religion xvi; sb as pi. monks, etc. 
xiii, as sg. xrv. - OF religious (mod. -ieux) - L. 
religiosus. religiosity xiv. - L. 

relinquish fabandon; desist from xv; resign, 
surrender xvi. f. relinquiss-, lengthened stem of 
OF. relinquir - L. relinquere, f. re- + linquere 
leave; see -ish*. 

reliquary vessel to contain relics, xvii. - (O)F. 
reliquaire, f. relique relic; see -ary. 

relish taste, flavour xvi; appetizing taste; 
liking, zest xvn. Later form of ME. reles taste 
(xiv), corr. formally to OF. reles, var. of relais 
remainder, f. relaisser leave behind, release, 
but the senses of the Eng. word are not recorded 
in OF. Hence relish vb. give a relish to; have a 
taste for xvi; have a certain taste xvn. 

reluctant fstruggling, resisting xvii; unwilling 
xvm. - L. reluctans, -ant-, prp. of reluctari 

struggle against, f. re- -\-luctdri struggle; see 
-ant. Hence reluctance, -ancy xvii. 

rely tgather together, assemble, rally (trans. 
and intr.) xrv; frally to, trust, adhere, or be de¬ 
voted to xrv; depend trustfully on xvi. - OF. re- 
lierL. religdre bind closely, f. re + ligdre bind, 

remain be left over; continue to exist xrv; stay 
in a place xv; continue to be xvi. f. remain-, 
remein-, tonic stem of OF. remanoir L. re¬ 
manere, f. re- l manere remain; or - OF. re- 
maindre Rom. *remanere, for L. remanere. So 
sb. remainder, relic, remaining member or part 
(now chiefly pi ), xv. Earliest instances Sc.; 
partly - OF. remain, f. remaindre, partly immed 
f. the vb. remainder (leg.) residual interest of 
an estate xv; what is left over xvi; (math.) xvi, - 
AN. remainder = OF. remaindre; sb. use of inf. 
(see -er*). 

remand send back xv, spec, (a prisoner) 
into custody xvi. - medL. remandare (in late L. 
send back word, repeat a command), f. re- 

+ mandare command, send word. Hence sb 
xvm. 

remanet remainder xvi; (leg.) cause of which 
the hearing is postponed xvm. - L., ‘there or it 
remains’, 3rd sg. pres. ind. of remanere remain. 

remark tdistinguish, point out; take notice of; 
utter as an observation, xvn. - F. remarquer, 
superseding OF remerquier, -merchier, prob 
after It. rimarcare\ see re-, mark vb. So sb. xvii. - 
F. remarque. remarkable xvn. - F remar- 
quable. 

remedy cure for disease; redress, relief xm; 
legal redress; small margin within which coins 
as minted are allowed to vary from the standard 
xv. - AN. remedie = (O)F. remede - L. remedium 
medicine, means of relief, in medL concession, 
f. re- +- med-, stem of mederi heal. So remedial 
xvii. - late L. remedidlis remedy vb. xv. - (O)F. 
remedier or late L. remediare. 

remember retain in or recall to the memory, 
bear in mind; (arch., dial.) remind xiv. - OF. 
remembrer late L. rememorari call to mind. f. 
re- + memor mindful. So remembrance calling 
to mind, recollection, xm. - OF. remem¬ 
brancer (-er1) official responsible for collection 
of dues, etc. xv. - AN. remembrauncer. 

remind fremember, recollect; put in mind of. 
xvii. f. re- + mind vb. Hence reminder ( er1) xvii 

(rare before xix). 
reminiscence xvi. - late L. reminiscentia, f. 
reminisci remember, f. re- + *men-\ see mind, 

-ence. So reminiscent xvm. Hence by back- 
formation reminisce vb xix. 

remise coachhouse; hired carriage xvii; 
(fencing) second thrust made when the first has 
missed; (cards) xix. - F., f. remis, pp of remettre 
put back. 

remiss tdiluted, weak, mild; slack, lax, loose, 

xv. - L. remissus, adj use of pp of remittere 
slacken, relax, remit 

remit A. forgive (sin); abstain from exacting (a 
penalty) xiv. B. give up, desist from xiv. C. refer 
for consideration, etc xiv; put back, xvi; put off 
xvii; transmit; D. intr. abate xvii. - L. remittere 
send back, slacken, relax, postpone, f. re 

+ mittere put, send Hence remittance xvm. So 
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remission forgiveness xm; remitting (of debt, 
etc.) xrv; diminution of force xvn. - (O)F. - L. 

remnant (small) part remaining over. xrv. 
contr. of earlier remenant (xra) - OF. remenant, 
sb. use of prp. of remenoir, -manoir remain; see 
-ANT. 

remonstrate fdemonstrate xvi; tpoint out (a 
fault, etc.) to; fraise an objection to; urge strong 
reasons against xvn. f. pp. stem of medL. 
remonstrdre demonstrate, f. re + monstrare 
show; see ate*. So remonstrance fappeal 
xv; fdemonstration xvi; formal statement of 
grievances xvn - F + remonstrance (mod. 
remontrance) or medL. remonstration xv. - 
obs. F. or medL. 

remora sucking-fish. xvi. - L. remora delay, 
hindrance, f. re + mora delay, 

remorse xrv. - OF. remors (mod remords) - 
medL. remors us, f. remors-, pp. stem of L. re- 
mordere vex, torment, f. re- + mordere bite, 

remote xv (rare before late xvi). - L. remotus, 
pp of removere remove. 

remount fset up again; replace on horseback 
xrv; get on horseback again xvi; supply with 
fresh horses xvn. In early use - (O)F. remonter; 
later in part a new formation on re- and mount*. 

remove move from the place occupied, xrv. ME. 
remeve, remove - OF. remeuv- and remov-, str. 
and unstr. stems respectively of removeir (mod. 
remouvoir)L. removere; see re-, move. Hence 
removal (al*) xvi. remove sb. removing, re¬ 
moval xvi; promotion at school from one di¬ 
vision or class to another, (hence) title of a class 
or form xvm. 

remunerate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. remunerdri 
(later are), f. re- + munerare, -dri, f. munus, 
miiner- gift, reward; see -ate*. So remunera¬ 
tion xv. - F. or L. 

renaissance ‘revival of learning’ in Europe be¬ 
ginning in Italy in the 14th century, xix. - F., f. 
re- + naissance birth (:- L. nascentia, f. nasci be 
born; or f. naiss-, pres, stem of naitre Rom. 
*nascere); see -ance. So renascence rebirth, re¬ 
newal xviii; as substitution for renaissance xix. 
f. renascent xvm (- L. rendscens, -ent-. prp. of 
renasci). 

renal xvn. - F. renal - late L. renalis, f. L. renes 
kidneys; see -al1. 

rend pt., pp. rent tear apart. OE. rendan = 
OFris. renda 

render A. frepeat, recite xiv; give in return xv; 
give back; represent, reproduce xvi; B. hand 
over, give up, surrender xiv; submit (an 
account, etc.) xv; give, pay xvi; C. bring into a 
specified state xv; D. melt xiv, give a first coat¬ 
ing of plaster xvm. - (O)F. rendre Rom. *ren- 
dere, alt. of L. reddere give back, give up, recite, 
represent, imitate, make to be or appear, f. red 

+ dare give. 
rendezvous place for the assembling of troops; 
place of meeting, xvi. - F. rendez vous, sb. use 
of rendez vous present or betake yourselves, 
imper. pi. of se rendre, retl. of rendre render! 

Hence as vb. xvn. 
rendition surrender xvn; translation, ren 
dering xvii; performance xix. - F trendition, f. 
rendre render; see -ition 

renegade apostate xvi; deserter of a cause, etc. 
xvn. Anglicization of renegado (much used 
xvi-xvin) - Sp. - medL. renegdtus, sb. use of pp. 
of renegare; see next and -ade, -ado. 

renegue deny, renounce; refuse xvi; revoke at 
cards xvn. - medL. renegdre, f. re + L. negdre 
deny. 

renew xrv. f. re-+ new. Hence renewal ( al*) 
xvii. 

rennet curdled milk in a calf s stomach, prep¬ 
aration used in curdling milk for cheese, xv. 
prob. south-eastern repr. of an OE. *rynet (f. 
*run- run) and corr. to (dial.) runnet (xv). 

renounce xiv. - (O)F. renoncer - L. renuntidre 
announce, proclaim, protest against, f. re- 
+ nuntidre bring news, report. So renun¬ 
ciation xrv. - (O)F. or L. 

renovate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. renovare, f. re- 
ynovare make new, f. novus new. So reno¬ 
vation xv. - F. or L. 

renown xrv. - AN. reno(u)n, OF. renon, renom, 
f. renomer make famous, f. re- + nomer name (:- 
L. ndmindre nominate). Hence renowned xrv 
(see -ed‘). 

rent1 tsource of income xii; trevenue; ttax; pay¬ 
ment made by tenant to landlord xm. - (O)F. 
rente Rom. *rendita, f. *rendere render. So 
vb. fendow xrv; pay rent for xvi. - (O)F. renter. 
rental ( al1) frent-roll xrv; amount of rent 
xvn. - AN. rental or AL. rentale. 

rent* tear in a piece of stuff xvi. f. (dial.) rent 
tear, rend (xrv), var. of rend based on pt., pp. 
rent. 

rentier one who derives his income from prop¬ 
erty or investments, xix. - F., f. rente revenue, 
rent* + -ier -ER*. 

rep1 textile fabric with corded surface, xix. - F. 
reps, of unkn. orig. 

rep* (1) abbrev. of representative xix; (2) abbrev. 
of repertory (theatre, etc.) xx. 

repair’ betake oneself, resort, xiv. - OF. re- 
pairii)er (mod. repairer, reperer) late L. re¬ 
pair iare return to one’s country; see 
repatriate. So repair sb.' (place of) resort, 
xrv. - OF. repaire, repeire (mod. repaire, repere) 

repair* fadorn; restore to sound condition, 
xrv. - (O)F. reparer - L. reparare, f. re- + parare 
make ready, put in order. Hence repair sb.* act 
of restoring to sound condition, etc. xvi. So 
reparable xvi. - F. reparation action of re 
pairing xiv; amends xv. - (O)F. - late L. 

repand (nat. hist.) undulating, wavy. xvm. - L. 
repandus bent backwards, f. re- + pandus bent, 

repartee xvii. - (O)F. repartie, sb. use of fern, 
pp. of repartir set out again, reply readily, f. re- 
+ partir part. 

repast xiv. - OF. repast (mod. repos), f. repaistre 
(mod. repaitre) feed late L. repascere, after OF. 
post (:- L. pastus fodder, food); see re-, pasture. 
repatriate xvii. f. pp. stem of late L. repatriare 
go back home, in medL. causative, f. re- + patria 
native land. sb. use of patrius, f. pater father; 
see ate*. So repatriation xvi. - medL. 

repay xvi. - OF. repaier; see re-, pay'. So re¬ 
payment XIV. 

repeal vb. xiv. - AN. repeler, for OF. rapeler 
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(mod. rappeler), f re- + appeler appeal. So sb. 
xv. - AN. repel. 

repeat A. say again xrv; say over, recite; say 
after another xvi; B. return to, undergo again 
xv; do or perform again xvi. ME repete - (O)F. 
repeter - L. repetere, f. re- + petere aim at, seek. 
Hence sb. frepeated word(s), refrain xv; 
repetition xvi. So repetition xvi. - (O)F. or L. 
repetitious xvn, repetitive xrx. 

repel xv. - L. repellere, f. re-+pellere drive. So 
repellent xvn. 

repent refl. and intr. feel contrition xm; tr. be 
sorry for xrv. - (O)F. repentir, f. re- + OF. 
pentir Rom. 'pxnitire, for L. pxnitere, cf. 
penitent. So repentant xm, -ance xrv. - (O)F. 

repercussion frepulsion, repulse, recoil; 
reverberation, xvi. - (O)F. or L.; see re-, 
percussion. So repercussive (med.) repellent 
xrv; reverberating xvi. 

repertory tindex, list; storehouse, repository 
xvi; (after F. repertoire) stock of dramatic pieces 
xrx. - late L. repertorium, f. repert-, pp. stem of 
L. reperire find; see -ory1. 

repine feel or show discontent, xvi. f. 
RE- + PINE*. 

replace restore to a former place xvi; fill the 
place of xviii. f. re- + place vb. 

replenish A. (obs. or arch.) fill or stock abun¬ 
dantly xrv; B. fill up again xvn. f. repleniss-, 
lengthened stem of OF. replenir, f. re-+plenir, 
f. plein L. plenus full; see -ish*. 

replete xiv. - (O)F. replet, fem. -ete, or L. reple- 
tus, pp. of replere fill. So repletion xiv. - 
(O)F. or late L. 

replevin (writ for) recovery by a person of 
goods or chattels taken from him. xv. - AN., f. 
OF. replevir recover (whence replevy xvi), f. 
re- + plevir pledge, 

replica xix. - It., f. replicare reply, 
replication reply, rejoinder xiv. - OF. re 
plicacion - L. replicdtio, -on- folding back, rep¬ 
etition, legal reply, f. pp. stem of replicare 
unfold, reflect on, reply, f. re-+plicare fold. So 
reply answer, respond, xiv (whence reply sb. 
xvi). - OF. replier turn back, reply (in this sense 
repl. by repliquer)L. replicare 

report rumour xiv; account of a matter xv; 
fmusical response, note; resounding noise xvi. - 
OF., f. reporter L. reportare carry back, bear 
away (spec, an account), f. re +portare carry. 
So vb. xiv. - OF. reporter, reporter (er2) xiv. - 
OF. reporteur. 

repose' -{replace xv; place (trust, etc.) in xvi. f. 
re- + pose', after L. reponere. 

repose2 rest, tr. xv, intr. xvi. - (O)F. reposer, 
earlier repauser late L. repausdre, f. re 

+ pausare pause. So repose sb. rest. xvi. f. the 
vb. or - (O)F. repos. 

repository vessel or chamber for storage of 
things xv; storehouse (fig.) xvn; warehouse, 
mart xviii. - F. trepositoire or L. repositorium, 
f. reposit-, pp. stem of reponere replace, store 
away; see repose1, -ory‘. 

repousse beaten into relief, xix - F., pp. of 
repousser, f. re- + pousser push. 

reprehend xiv. - L. reprehendere, f. re 

+ prehendere seize So reprehensible xrv. - late 
L. reprehension xrv. - L. 

represent fbring into one’s presence; bring be¬ 
fore the mind; display to the eye; symbolize, xrv; 
stand in place of xv; speak for, as in parliament 
xvn. - (O)F. representer or L. repraesentare, f. 
re-+praesentdre present. So representation 
tpresence, tappearance, likeness xv; pres¬ 
entation to the eye, mind, etc. xvi. - (O)F. or 
L. representative adj. xrv; sb. xvn. - (O)F. or 
medL. 

repress xrv. f. repress-, pp. stem of L. reprimere; 
see re-, press. So repression xrv. - late L. 

reprieve tsend back to prison; tpostpone; delay 
the punishment of. xvi. First in pp. reprived, 
unexpl. alt. of earlier repryed (to prison) - AN., 
OF. repris, pp. of reprendre, f. re- + prendre take. 
Hence sb. xvi. 

reprimand xvn. - F. reprimande, f-ende - Sp. 
reprimenda - L. reprimenda, n. pi. of gerundive 
of reprimere repress. So vb. xvn. - F. 
reprimander. 

reprisal seizing of property in retaliation or by 
way of indemnity xv; (esp. pi.) act of retaliation 
in warfare xviii. - AN. reprisaille - medL. re- 
praesaliae, -alia, contr. of reprae(h)ensdliae, -ia, f. 
repraehens-, pp. stem of L. repraehendere, f. re- 

+ praehendere take; see -al*. 

reproach cast up (a thing) against a person xv; 
upbraid xvi. - OF. reprochier (mod. reprocher) 
Rom. *repropidre ‘bring back near', f. re- + prope 
near. So sb. xv. - (O)F. reproche 

reprobate rejected by God; of abandoned 
character; also sb. xvi. - late L. reprobdtus, pp. of 
reprobdre disapprove, f. re- + probdre approve, 
prove. So vb. disapprove of xv; reject, cast off 
xvi. f. pp. stem of L. reprobdre, see ate*, rep¬ 
robation xv. - (O)F. or late L. 

reproduce create anew xvii; repeat in a copy, 

etc. xix. f. re- + produce vb. So reproduction 

XVII. 
reproof fshame; finsult; censure, xiv. ME. re¬ 
prove, reprofie) - OF. reprove, f. reprover - late 
L. reprobdre disapprove; cf. proof, reprobate. 

So reprove freject; censure; reprehend, xiv. - 
OF. reprover (mod. reprouver). 

reptile creeping animal xiv (rare before xvii); 

mean person xviii. - (O)F. reptile or late L. 
(Vulg.) reptile, n. of late L. reptilis, f. rept-, pp. 
stem of repere creep, crawl; see -ile. Also adj 
xvii. So reptilian, f. reptilia (zool.) xvii (-ia*). 

republic tstate, common weal; state in which 
the supreme power resides in the people, xvii. - 

F. republique - L. respublica, f. res affair, thing 
ffem of publicus public. Hence republican 
tpert to the commonwealth; pert, to (sb. ad 
vocate of) a republic xvii; whence re¬ 
publicanism XVII. 

repudiate put away (a wife), reject xvi; (orig. 
U S.) refuse to acknowledge (a debt, etc.) xix f. 
pp. stem of L. repudiare, f. repudium divorce; 
see -ate*. So repudiation xvi. - L. 

repugnant contrary or contradictory to xrv; 
distasteful to xviii - F repugnant or L. repug- 
nans, -ant- prp. of repugnare (whence repugn 
be contrary, oppose xrv), f. re - + pugnare fight; 
see -ant. 
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repulse driving back; refusal, rejection, xvi. - 
L repulsus, repulsa, f. pp stem of repellere 
repel. So vb xvi. repulsion frepudiation xv; 
act of repelling xvi; feeling of being repelled 
xvm. - late L. repulsive xvi. - (O)F. repulsif, 
-ive, or f. repulse vb. 

reputation topinion, estimation; fgeneral es¬ 
timate; high esteem or credit, xrv. - L. reputdtio, 
■on- computation, consideration, f. reputdre, f. 
re--!-putare reckon; see -ation. So repute con¬ 
sider, esteem xv. - (Q)F. reputer or L. reputdre. 
Hence repute festimate; reputation (in neutral 
sense) xvi; (in favourable sense) xvn. 

request sb. xrv. - OF. requeste Rom. *re- 
qusesita, sb. use of fern. pp. of L. req user ere 
require. So vb xvi. f. the sb. or - OF. requester. 

requiem Mass for the departed, xrv. - L. 
requiem, acc. of requies rest, first word of the 
intro it of the Mass, 'Requiem aetemam dona eis, 
Domine’ Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord; 
see re-, QUIET. 

require xrv. ME. requere, require - OF. requer-, 
requier-, stem of requere (now refash, re¬ 
quer ir) Rom. *req user ere, for L. requirere, f. 
re - + quserere seek, ask. Assim. to the L. form. 
So requisite adj. xv; sb. xvii. - L. requisitus, pp. 
of requirere. requisition sb. xvi. - (O)F. or L.; 
hence vb xix requite xvi. f. re- + quite, var of 
quit*; hence requital (al*) xvi. 

reredos ornamental screen at the back of an 
altar; (hist.) back of a fireplace, xrv. - AN. *rere- 
dos, aphetic of OF. areredos, f. arere behind + dos 
back. 

rescind ftake away, remove; abrogate, cancel. 
xvn. - L. rescindere, f. re -escindere cut or tear 
asunder. 

rescript decretal epistle from the Pope in reply 
to a question; edict, decree, xvi. - L. rescriptum 
imperial decision, sb. use of n. of pp. rescriptus 
of rescribere reply in writing to a petition, etc., 
f. re- escrlbere write. 

rescue vb. xiv. ME. rescowe, reskewe - rescou-, 
reskeu-, stem of OF. rescoure, reskeure (mod. re- 
courre) Rom *reexcutere, f. re- + excutere 
shake out. discard, f. ex 1 + quatere shake. Hence 
sb xrv. 

research intensive searching xvi; in 
vestigation directed towards discovery xvii. - 
OF recerche (now recherche). So vb. xvi. - OF 
recercher. See re-, search. 

reseda genus of plants including mignonette 
xvm. - L. reseda, of uncert orig. (acc. to Pliny, 
f. imper. of resedare assuage, allay, with ref. to 
the plant's supposed curative powers), 

resemble be like; fcompare xiv. - OF. re- 
sembler (mod. ressembler), f. re - + sembler 
seem L. similare, f. simihs like. So re¬ 
semblance xiv. - AN. 

resent orig. trefi. feel pain, show strong feeling; 
trans ffeel deeply or painfully; feel oneself in¬ 
jured by, show displeasure at. xvii. - F. 
tresentir, now ressentir, f. re + sentir feel. So re¬ 
sentment xvn. - F. presentiment. now ress-. 

reserve keep for future use; keep or set apart 
xrv. - (O)F. reserver - L reservare, f. re- + servare 
keep, save. Hence sb. A. something reserved; 
(mil., pi and sg.) force(s) kept in reserve 

(whence reservist xix) xvii; B. self-restraint 
xvii. So reservation xrv. - (O)F. or late L. 

reservoir capacious receptacle for storage, 
also fig. xvn; reserve supply xvm. - F. reservoir, 
f. reserver reserve + -oir - -ory1. 

reside ftake up one’s abode xv; dwell per¬ 
manently xvi; be vested or inherent in xvn. 
perh. orig. back-formation from resident, but 
later infl. immed. by F. resider and L. residere. 
So residence act or fact of residing xrv; place 
of residence xvi. - (O)F. or medL. resident re¬ 
siding xiv; sb. xv. - (O)F. resident or L. residens, 
-ent-, prp. of residere remain behind, rest, f. re- 

-t-sedere settle, sit. residentiary' one bound to 
official residence xvi; adj. xvn. - medL. 

residue xrv. - (O)F. residu - L. residuum, sb. 
use of n. of residuus remaining, f. residere 
remain, reside, see -uous. Hence residual (-al‘) 

xvi. So residuum xvii. - L. 
resign give up, surrender, abandon xrv; intr. 
xv. - (O)F. resigner - L. resigndre unseal, cancel, 
give up, f. re- + signdre sign. So resignation 
xrv. - (O)F. - medL. 

resile draw back, shrink, recoil, xvi. - F. fresilir 
or L. resilire leap back, recoil, f. re-+salire leap. 
So resilient (whence resilience xvii) xvii. - L. 
resiliens, -ent- prp. 

resin, rosin adhesive substance secreted by 
plants, xrv. ME. recyn, resyn, rosyn, rosine - L. 
reslna and medL. rosina, of unkn. orig. So 
resinous xvn. - F. - L. 

resist xrv. - (O)F. resister or L. resistere, f. re- 

+ sistere stop, redupl. formation on stare stand. 

So resistance xv - F. resistance. 
resolute fdeterminate, absolute; of fixed 
resolve, xv. - L. resolutus, pp. of resolvere. So 
resolution fdissolution; resolving into com 
ponents xrv; decision, determination xvi. - L., f. 
resolvere (f. re- + solvere solve), whence resolve 
fdissolve (trans. and intr.) xiv; fsoften, slacken 
xv; separate into; answer; solve; determine; 
fassure xvi; hence sb. xvi. 

resonance xv. - F. freson(n)ance (mod. re- 
sonnance) - L. resonantia echo, f. prp. stem of 
resondre resound. So resonant xvi. - (O)F. 
resonnant. 

resort treturn, revert xiv; betake oneself, re¬ 
pair or proceed to xv. - (O)F. resortir (mod. res- 
sortir), f. re -»■ sortir go out, of unkn. orig. So sb. 
xrv. - (O)F. ressort 

resound xrv. ME. resoune, f. re-+ source sound* 
vb. 

resource xvii. - F. ressource, p-ourse, sb. use 
of fern. pp. of OF. (dial.) resourdre rise again, 
recoverL. resurgere. 

respect relation, reference xiv; relationship xv; 
discriminating or deferential regard xvi. - 
(O)F respect or L. respectus, f. pp. stem of re- 
spicere look (back) at, regard, consider, f. re 
+ specere look. So respect vb. regard; refer or 
relate to. xvi. f. respect-, pp stem of L respicere, 
or its frequent, deriv. respectare In prp. re 
specting passing into prep, xvm Hence re¬ 
spectable xvi. So respective xvi. - F. or medL. 

respire t(rare) come up to breathe xiv; breathe 
again, recover xv; breathe (trans and intr.) 
xvi. - (O)F. respirer or L. respirare, f. re- 
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+ spirare breathe; see spirit. So respiration 
xv. - F. or L. Hence respirator xvm. 

respite delay or extension of time xm; tem¬ 
porary cessation of labour, etc. xiv. - OF. respit 
(mod. repit)L. respectus respect. So vb. grant 
respite to or delay of. xiv. - OF. respitier L. 
respectdre. 

resplendent xv. - L. resplendens, -ent-, prp. of 
resplendere, f. re- + splendere shine; see -ent. 

respond (liturg.) responsory xrv; response to a 
versicle xvi. - OF., f. respondre (mod. re- 
pondre) Rom. ^respondere, for L respondere 
answer to an engagement, f. re- + spondere make 
a solemn engagement. So respond vb. answer. 
xvi. - L. respondere. respondent one who de¬ 
fends a thesis; (leg.) defendant, xvi. response 
answer, reply xrv; (liturg.) verse corresponding 
to a versicle xvn (earlier, responsory xv). - OF. 
respons (mod. repons) or response (mod. reponse) 
or L. responsum (pi. -a), f. pp. of respondere. re¬ 
sponsible fcorresponding to xvi; answerable 
to another for something; reliable xvn - F. 
tresponsible. responsive responding, corre 
sponding. xvi. - F. responsif, -ive, or late L. re¬ 
sponsory (-ory1) (liturg.) anthem to be recited 
antiphonally after a lesson, xv. - late L. 
responsorium. 

rest' A. relief from activity by sleep, inter 
mission of labour, repose of body or mind OE.; 
repose of death xiv; (mus.) xvi. B. (from the vb.) 
support for a fire-arm xvi; gen. support xvii. OE 
raest, rest repose, bed, corr. to OS. rasta place of 
rest, OHG. rasta rest, league (G. rast), ON. rpst, 
Goth, rasta mile (as a distance after which one 
rests). So rest vb.' take or be at rest; remain 
OE.; give rest to xm. OE. raestan, restan = OHG. 
resten, raston (G. rasten). Hence restful xiv, 
restless OE rest leas. 

rest2 -(remainder, remnant; fsum remaining 
over (xv; reserve fund of a bank xix); remaining 
part, number, members xvi. - (O)F. reste, f. 
rester (whence rest vb.2 remain so-and-so) - L 
restore, f. re- + stare stand. 

rest8 in medieval armour, contrivance fixed to 
the cuirass to receive the butt-end of a lance 
xrv. Aphetic of arrest sb. 

restaurant xix. - F.. sb. use of prp. of restaurer 
restore; see -ant. So restaurateur xvm. 

restitution action of giving back xiii; res¬ 
toration to a former state xiv; tendency to re¬ 
sume a previous position xvn. - (O)F. restitution 
or L. restitutio, on-, f. restituere restore, f re 

+ statuere set up, establish; see -tion. 

restive -(-inactive, inert xvi; tobstinate in opm 
ion or action; refusing to move or follow a 
course, resisting control xvn. L~'er form (by 
assim. to -ive) of frestif (xv) - OF. restif (mod. 
retif) Rom *restivus ‘inclined to remain 
stationary’, f. restore rest vb.2 

restore give back; build up again; reinstate; re 
new, re-establish xm; bring back to an earlier 
condition xiv. - OF. restorer (mod restaurer) 
L. restaurare, see re-, store vb So restoration 

action of restoring; (R ) re-establishment of the 
monarchy in England in 1660. xvn. Later form 
(assim. to the vb.) of restauration (xiv) - (O)F. 

or late L. restorative adj- and sb. xrv. var. of 
trestaurative (xrv) - OF. restauratif -ive. 

restrain xrv. - OF restrei(g)n-, -ai(g)n-, pres, 
stem of restreindre, restraindre L. restringere 
bind fast, confine, f. re- + stringere draw tight. 
So restraint xv. - (O)F. restreinte, f. pp. of 
restreindre. 

restrict xvi. f. restrict-, pp. stem of L. restringere 
confine; see prec. So restriction xv, re¬ 
strictive xiv. - (O)F. or late L. 

result arise as a consequence or effect, xv. - 
medL. fig. use of L. resultdre spring back, re¬ 
verberate, re-echo, f. re- + saltdre leap. Hence sb. 
(now U.S.) decision, resolution; effect, conse¬ 
quence of action, etc. xvn. So resultant 
tshining by reflection; resulting xvn; sb. 
■(■mathematical result xv; composite effect of 
forces xrx. - prp. of the L. vb. 

resume xv. - (O)F. resumer or L. resumere,. f. 
re-+ sumere take. So resumption xv. - (O)F. 
or late L. resume xix. - F., sb. use of pp. of 
resumer. 

resurge rise again, xvi. - L. resurgere\ see re , 

surge vb. So resurgent (see -ent) xviii. 

resurrection rising again of Jesus Christ from 
the dead or of all men at the Last Day. xm. - 
(O)F. resurrection - late L. resurrectio, -on-, f. pp. 
stem of L. resurgere: see prec. and -tion. Hence, 
by back-formation, resurrect vb. xvm. 

resuscitate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. resuscitare, f. 
re-+ suscitare raise, revive, f. sus- sub 

-t-citare put in motion, excite; see -ate* 

So resuscitation xvi. - late L. 
ret soak (flax, etc.) in water, xv The E. Angl. 
forms ret(t)en corr. to MDu. reeten, (also mod ) 
reten, but the north forms ra(y)te point to an 
ON. *reyta\ rel. to rot. 

retable reredos; shelf or ledge at the back of an 
altar, xix - F retable, retable - Sp. retablo - 
medL *retabulum, for retrotabulum (xm) 
‘structure at the back of an altar-table’, f. L. 
retro- + tabula table. 

retail the sale of (commodities) in small quan¬ 
tities xiv; attrib. xvii. - AN. *retaille, spec, use 
of OF. retaille piece cut off .mred, f. retaillier, f. 
re- + taillier cut. This use, which is not in F., is 
prob. of It. orig. So retail vb. sell by retail xiv; 
recount xvi. Hence retailer (er1) xv. 

retain -(restrain xiv; keep hold or possession of, 
keep in one’s service; keep in mind xv; keep 
attached to one xvi. - AN. retei(g)n-, repr. tonic 
stem of OF. retenir Rom. *retenere, for L. re- 
tinere, f. re- + tenere hold. Hence retainer1 ( er®) 

(authorization of) retaining for oneself xv; fee 
for retaining a barrister’s services xix. re¬ 
tainer2 ( er1) maintained preserver; dependant 
on a person of rank. xvi. So retention xiv. - 
(O)F or L. retentive xiv. - (O)F. or medL 

retaliate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. retaliare, f. re 

+ talis of such a kind; see ate8. Hence re¬ 
taliation xvi, retaliatory ( ory2) xix. 

retard xv. - (O)F. retarder L. retarddre, 
f. re- -f tardus slow. So retardation xv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

retch hawk in the throat xvi; make efforts to 

vomit xix. var. of reach2. 

reticence maintenance of silence, xvn (rare 
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before xix). - L. reticentia, f. reticere keep 
silence, f. re- + tacere be silent. So reticent xix. - 
L. reticens, -ent-. 

reticular resembling or constructed like a net. 
xvi. f. L. reticulum reticule; see -ar. So re¬ 
ticulate adj. ( ate*) xvii. - L. Hence reticulate 
vb. ( ate*), reticulated xvm. 

reticule reticulate structure used in a micro¬ 
scope xvm; small bag used as a pocket or work- 
bag xix. - F. reticule - L. reticulum network bag, 
omentum, dim. of rete net; see -cule. 

retina xiv. - medL.. perh. f. L. rete net. 
retinue fretention in service; company of per 
sons retained in one's service, xrv. - OF. retenue, 
sb. use of fern. pp. of retenir retain. 

retire draw back, withdraw, xvi. - (O)F. retirer, 
f. re- + tirer draw. Hence retiral (al*) xvu, re¬ 
tirement xvi. 

retort1 repay, requite; cast back (a charge, etc.) 
xvi; reply in kind to xvn. f. retort-, pp. stem of L. 
retorquere, f. re- + torquere twist. Hence sb. xvi. 

retort* vessel with a long neck used for dis¬ 
tillation. xvii. - F. retorte - medL. retorta, sb. 
use of fern. pp. of L. retorquere (see prec.). 

retract1 draw back xv; (restrain, withdraw xvi. 
f. retract-, pp. stem of L. retrahere, f. re- + trahere 
draw. 

retract* recall, revoke xvi; intr. xvii. - (O)F. 
retracter or L. retractare, f. re-ytractdre, fre¬ 
quent. of trahere draw. So retractation (pi.) 
title of a work of St. Augustine containing 
further treatment and correction of former 
works xv; recantation xvi; withdrawal from an 
engagement xvii. - L. retractdtio, on-, re¬ 
traction xiv (rare before xvi). - L. retractid, 
-on-. 

retreat (mil.) signal to retire xiv; act of retiring 
in the face of danger, etc.; withdrawal into priv¬ 
acy; place of seclusion xv. Late ME. retret - OF. 
retret, etc., vars. of retraite, sb. uses of m. and 
fern. pps. of retraire L. retrahere retract1. So 
vb. retire xv; (-retract, revoke xvi. - OF. re- 
traitier - L. retractare retract*. 

retrench fcut short, repress; cut down, reduce; 
also intr. xvii. - F. tretrencher, early form of 
retrancher, see re-, trench vb. So retrench¬ 
ment xvii. - F. Both words are earlier used in 
fortif. (xvi) for inner line of defence, 

retribution recompense, requital xiv; recom¬ 
pense/or evil xvi. - ChrL. retributio, on-, f. L. 
retribuere, f. re- + tribuere assign; see -tion. 

Hence retributive xvii (rare before xix). 
retrieve t(of dogs) find again (game that has 
been lost) xv; recover, regain xvi; bring in 
(killed or wounded game) xix. ME retreve - OF 
retroev-, -euv-, tonic stem of retrover (mod re- 
trouver), f. re- +trover find. Hence retriever 
( er1) fdog used to set up game again xv; breed 
of dog adapted for recovering game xix. 

retro- pref. repr. L. retro- adv. (‘behind’) used in 
combination as in retrospicere (cf. retrospect), 

retrogradus (see next), f. re- + compar. suffix as 
in intro- intro-; in anat. and path, denoting ‘situ¬ 
ated behind’ the part of the body indicated by 
the second el., as retro-ocular, -uterine. 

retrograde (astron., of planets) moving ap¬ 
parently in a direction contrary to the order of 

the signs xrv; tending or inclined to go back¬ 
wards xvi. - L. retrogradus, f. retro- 4 gradus 
step. So vb. xvi. - L. retrogradi, later retro- 
graddre. retrogradation xvi. - late L. Hence 
retrogression xvn. 

retrospect regard or reference to some fact, 
etc.; survey of the past. xvn. f. retrospect-, pp. 
stem of L. retrospicere look back. So retro¬ 
spection, retrospective xvn. 

retrousse (of the nose) turned up at the end. 
xix. - F., pp. of retrousser, f. re- + trousser turn 
up, TRUSS. 

return come or go back, lit. and fig. xrv; turn, 
bring, or send back xv; give back, render xvi. - 
OF. retorner, returner (mod. retourner) - Rom. 
*retorndre\ see re-, turn. So sb. xrv. - AN. retorn, 
return. 

reunion coming together again, xvu. - F. re¬ 
union, f. reunir reunite. So reunite xvi. See re-, 

UNION, UNITE. 

reveal1 disclose in a supernatural manner xrv; 
divulge by discourse, etc. xv; make visible xvi. - 
(O)F. reveler or L. reveldre, f. re- + velum veil. 

So revelation xrv. - (O)F. or ChrL. 
reveal* side of an opening or recess at right 
angles to the face of a work, xvn {revale), f. fre- 
vale lower, bring down - OF. revaler, f. re- 

yavaler lower. 
reveille morning signal given to soldiers, xvn 
{revelley, revalley). - F. reveillez, imper. pi. of 
reveiller awaken, f. re- + veiller L. vigilare 
keep watch. 

revel vb. xrv. - OF. reveler (refl.) rebel, rejoice 
noisily L. rebellare rebel. So sb. xrv. 

revenge refl. (xrv), pass, (xv) take vengeance; 
exact retribution for xv. In earliest use Sc. - OF. 
revenger, var. of revencher (mod revancher) 
late L. revindicare, f. re- + L. vindicare venge. 

Hence sb. xvi. 
revenue (-yield or profit of property; income 
from possessions xv; (annual) income gen.; de¬ 
partment of the civil service dealing with 
national funds xvn. - (O)F. revenu, trevenue, m. 
and fern, pp of revenir L. revenlre return, f. 
re- + venire come. 

reverberate (-beat or drive back; re-echo; also 
intr. xvi. f. pp. stem of L. - reverberdre, f. re- 

f verberdre strike, beat, f. verbera rods, scourge. 
So reverberation xiv (rare before xvi). - (O)F. 
or late L. Hence reverberatory (furnace) so 
constructed that the flame is forced back upon 
the substance exposed to it. xvu. 

revere xvu. - F. reverer or L. revereri, f. re- 

+ vereri feel awe of, fear. So reverence deep 
respect xin; gesture indicative of this; condition 
of being revered; as a title xiv. - (O)F. reverence - 
L. reverentia. So reverence vb. xrv. - AN. re- 
verencer, cf. modF. reverencier. reverend wor¬ 
thy of reverence (spec, as an epithet of respect) 
xv. - (0)F. reverend or L. reverendus, gerundive 
of revereri. reverent (-reverend xrv; deeply re¬ 
spectful xv. In first sense - OF. reverent or after 
medL. reverentissimus most reverend (of 
bishops); in second sense - L. reverens, -ent-. 
reverential xvi. - F. treverencial, reverentiel or 
medL. *reverentidlis. 

reverie (-wild delight, violent or riotous action 
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xrv; (fanciful idea; abstracted musing xvn. In 
ME. - OF. reverie rejoicing, revelry, wildness, f. 
rever revel, act or speak wildly (mod. rever (talk 
in delirium, dream), of unkn. orig. In xvii~xvm 
(often resverie) - later F. resverie, now reverie, 
see ery. 

reverse opposite, contrary xiv (thereafter not 
till xviii); mil. commanding the rear xvm. - OF. 
reverse) - L. reversus, -a, pp. of revertere turn 
back, etc., f. re- + vertere turn. So sb. A. contrary 
xrv (thereafter not till xvm); back of a coin, etc. 
xvii. B. (back-handed stroke xv; adverse change 
of fortune xvi. - (O)F. revers or treverse - sb. 
uses of the L. pp. reverse vb. (whence reversal 
(-al1) xv) tbring, send, etc. back; (overthrow; 
invert, turn the other way. xrv. - OF. reverser 
(now ren-) - iate L. reversare. reversion (leg.) 
return of an estate; right of succession, xv. - 
(O)F. or L. revert frecover consciousness xiii; 
return, go back xrv. - OF. revertir or L. revertere. 

revetment (fortif.) retaining wall supporting 
the face of a rampart, xvm. - F. revetement, f. 
revetir (whence revet xix) - late L. revestlre, f. 
re- -t vestire clothe; see -ment. 

review revision; formal inspection xvi; general 
survey or account xvii. - F. reveue, now revue, 
f. revoir, f. re- + voir see L. videre. So or hence 
vb. tinspect again; revise, survey xvi; etc.; after 
F. revoir. 

revile xrv. - OF. reviler, f. re- + vil vile. 
revise tlook at or behold again; read over 
again, xvi. - (O)F. reviser, treviser or L. revisere, 
f. re- 4 visere visit, examine. Hence sb. review, 
revision xvi; revised form of proof-sheet xvii. 
revisal ( al2) xvii. So revision xvii. - (O)F. or 
late L. 

revive xv. - (O)F. revivre or late L revivere, f. 
re + vivere live; the causative meaning, which 
has developed in Eng., corr. to the uses of F. 
raviver. Hence revival (-al3) xvii; whence re¬ 
vivalism, -ist xix. 

revoke tbring back, recall; annul, cancel xrv; 
(at cards) fail improperly to follow suit xvi. - 
(O)F. revoquer or L. revocare, f. re- 4 vocare call. 
So revocation xv. 

revolt cast off allegiance xvi; affect with disgust 
xvm (prp. adj. revolting xix). - F. (se) revolter - 
It. rivoltare (refl. -arsi) - Rom. *revolvitare, in 
tensive of L. revolvere revolve. So revolt sb. 

xvi. - F. revolte - It. rivolta 
revolution moving of a celestial body in an 
orbit xrv; complete change of affairs or reversal 
of conditions xv; overthrow of established 
government xvi. - (O)F. revolution or late L. re- 
volutio, on-, f. pp. stem of revolvere revolve; see 
-TiON. Hence revolutionary, revolutionize 

xvm. 
revolve tturn or roll back or round xiv; turn 
over in the mind, consider xv; cause to travel in 
an orbit xvii; intr. xviii. - L. revolvere, f. re- 

4 volvere roll, turn. Hence revolver ( er‘) xix. 

revulsion (path.) diminishing a morbid con¬ 
dition in one part by acting on another xvi; 
drawing away xvii; strong reaction xix. - F. re¬ 
vulsion or L. revulsio, on-, f. revuls-, pp. stem of 
revellere, f. re- 4 vellere pluck, pull, 

reward (regard; (assign as a recompense; 

recompense, requite xiv. - AN.. ONF. rewarder 
= OF. reguarder regard. So reward sb. (re¬ 
gard; return, recompense, xrv. - AN., ONF. re¬ 
ward = OF. reguard. 

Rhadamanthine inflexibly severe, xix. f. L. 
Rhadamanthus, Gr. Rhaddmanthos one of the 
judges in the lower world; see -ine1. 
rhapsody epic poem or part of one suitable for 
recitation at one time; (miscellany, medley xvi; 
extravagant effusion xvii. - L. rhapsodia - Gr. 
rhapsoidid, f. rhapsoidos rhapsodist, f. rkdptein 
stitch 4 didi song, ode; see -y*. Hence rhapsodic 
xvm, -ical, -ist, -ize xvn. 

rhatany S. Amer. shrub of genus Krameria. 
xix. - modL. rhatania - Pg. ratanha, Sp. ra- 
tania - Quechua ratafia. 

rhea three-toed ostrich of S. America, xix. ar¬ 
bitrary use of the myth, female name L. Rhea, 
Gr. Rhea. 

Rhenish pert, to the Rhine, chief river of Ger¬ 
many xiv; sb. Rhine wine xvi. ME. rynisich), 
renys (assim. xvi to L.) - AN. reneis, OF. rinois, 
rainois - medL *Rhenensis, for L. Rhendnus, f. 
Rhenus Rhine; see -ish'. 

rheo- comb, form of Gr. rheos stream, current, 
used in scientific terms with the meaning ‘elec¬ 
tric current’, as rheometer, rheostat xix. 

rhesus one of the macaques, xix. arbitrary use 
of L. Rhesus, Gr. Rhesos, name of a myth, king 
of Thrace. 

rhetor professor of rhetoric xiv; (professional) 
orator xvi. ME. rethor (later rhetor) - late L. 
rethor, var. of L. rhetor - Gr. rhitor, f. *frd, f. 
IE. *wer- (cf. word). So rhetoric art of using 
language for persuasion, xiv. ME. ret(h)orique - 
OF. rethorique (mod. rhetorique) - L. rhetorica 
(medL. reth ) - Gr. rhetoriki, sb use of adj. 
rhetorical xv. f. L. rhetoricus. rhetorician 
xv. - OF. 

rheum watery matter secreted by mucous 
glands or membranes; mucous discharge, 
catarrh xiv; (poet.) tears xvi. ME. reume - OF. 
reume (mod. rhume) - late L. rheuma - Gr. 
rheiima flow, stream, bodily humour. So rheu¬ 
matic consisting of watery discharge xiv; 
suffering from, characterized by this xvi. - OF. 
reumatique (mod. rhu ) - L. - Gr. rheumatism 
rheumatic disease xvii. - F. or L. - Gr. rheu¬ 
matoid xix. 

rhino' (si.) money, xvii. Presumably f. rhino¬ 
ceros in some allusive sense now lost. 

rhino2 abbrev. of rhinoceros, xix 
rhino- comb, form of Gr. rhts, rhino- nose, pi. 
nostrils, in scientific terms (xix). 

rhinoceros xiii. - L. rhinoceros - Gr. rhino- 
keros, f. rhts, rhino- nose 4 keros horn. So 
rhinocerotic xvm. - late L. 

rhizo- comb, form of Gr. rhiza root, in many 
scientific terms, xix. 

rhizome (bot.) root-like stem. xix. - Gr. rhi- 
zoma, f. rhizousthai take root, f. rhiza root, 

rhodium' rosewood (Convolvulus). xvn. 
modL., n. of rhodius rose-like, f. Gr. rhodon rose. 

rhodium3 (chem.) white metal of the platinum 
group, xix. f. Gr. rhodon rose4 -iUM; so called 
from the rose colour of a solution of salts con¬ 
taining it. 
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rhododendron xvn. - L rhododendron olean¬ 
der - Gr. rhododendron, f. rhodon rose + dendron 

rhomb plane figure having the four sides and 
opposite angles equal, xvi - F. rhom.be or L. 
rhombus (whence rhombus xvi) - Gr. rhombos. 
Hence rhombic xvii. So rhomboid adj. xvn, 
sb. xvi. - F. or late L. - Gr. rhomboidal xvn. - 
modL. 

rhubarb xrv. ME. rtibarbe - OF. rie)ubarbe 
(mod. rhubarbe) - Rom. *rth)eubarbum, 
shortening of medL r(h)eubarbarum, alt. (by 
assoc, with Gr. rheon rhubarb) of rhabarbarum, 
foreign ‘rha’ (late L. rha - Gr. rhd). 

rhumb (naut.) fline on a chart indicating the 
course of a ship moving continuously in one di¬ 
rection; point of the compass xvi; angular dis¬ 
tance between two successive points xvii. - F. 
rumb, trum, of uncert. orig. 

rhyme xvn. var. sp. of rime2. So vb. xvii; hence 
rhymer (er1) xvii, rhymester (ster) xvm. 

rhythm A. t(piece of) rhymed verse xvi; B. 
metrical movement or flow as determined by 
the recurrence of features of the same kind xvi; 
also transf. and gen. xvii. In A graphic var. of 
rime2; in B - L. rhythmus or F. rhythme - Gr. 
rhuthmos, rel. to rhein flow. So rhythmic xvii, 

-ical xvi. - F. or L. - Gr. 
riant smiling, gay. xvi. - F., prp. of rire laugh; 
see -ant. 

rib any of the curved bones articulated to the 
spine OE.; wife, woman (in allusion to Gen. 
2; 21) xvi; various transf. and techn. uses from 
xrv. OE. rib(b), corr. (with variations in gender 
and decl.) to OS. ribbi (Du. rib(be)), OHG. rippi, 
rippa (G. rippe), ON. rifGmc. *rebja-, -jo, rel. 
to 0S1. (Russ.) rebro rib, side, and prob. further 
to Gr. oropht roof, erephein roof over, 

ribald -(-retainer of low class xiii; frascal, li¬ 
centious person; offensive or scurrilous person 
xiv; adj xvi. ME. ribaud - OF. ribau(Dt, -auld, 
(also mod.) ribaud, f. OF. riber pursue licentious 
pleasures, f. Gmc. base repr. by OHG. hriba 
(MHG. ribe) whore, MHG. riben be on heat, 
copulate. So ribaldry xiv. - OF. ribauderie. 

riband see next. 
ribbon narrow woven band of fine material, 
xrv. ME. reban, riban, ryban, later (with para¬ 
sitic d) ryband xv, riband xvi (freq. till xix) - 
OF. riban (still dial ), reuban, (also mod.) ruban, 
prob. - Gmc. comp of band band2. 

rice xiii. ME. rys - OF. ris (mod. riz) - It. riso 
Rom. *orizum, for L. oryza - Gr. oruza. 

rich tpowerful, great; having abundant means 
OE.; costly, splendid, sumptuous xii; various 
transf. and fig. uses from xiii. OE. rice = OS. 
riki, OHG. richi (Du. rijk, G. reich), ON rikr, 
Goth, reiks, CGmc. - Celt, rix (Ir ri) =, L. rex 
king; reinforced in ME. by (O)F. riche orig. 
powerful, of Gmc orig. From the same Gmc. 
stem are OE. rice = OS riki, MLG., MDu. rike 
(Du. rijk), OHG rihhi (G reich), ON. riki, Goth. 
reiki kingdom, royal power, surviving in 
bishopric So riches abundance of means xiii. 
var (simulating Eng. pis. in -es) of frichesse, 
^richeise (xn) - OF. richeise, esce (mod. -esse), f. 
riche + -eise, -esse ess2. 

rick’ stack of hay, etc. OE. hreac = MDu. rooc. 
roke (Du. rook), ON. hraukr, of unkn. orig. 

rick2 sprain, wrench xviii; var. of wrick. 

rickets disease marked by softening of the 
bones, xvii. of unkn. orig.; assoc, by medical 
writers with Gr. rhakhitis rachitis, which was 
adopted as the technical designation. Hence 
rickety ( y1) affected with rickets xvii; shaky, 
tottering xvni. 

ricksha(w) xix. Abbr. of jinricksha. 

ricochet (method of firing characterized by) 
the skipping of a shot along a surface, xviii. 

- F., orig. in phr. fable du ricochet endless 
exchange of question and answer, unending 
argument; of unkn. orig. Hence vb. xix. 

rictus (techn.) throat, orifice, gape, xviii. - L 
open mouth’, f. ppl. stem of ringi gape, 

rid clear (a space); set free from, of xiii; dis¬ 
encumber of xvi. - ON. rydja (pt. ruddi, pp. 
ruddr). Hence riddance xvi. 

riddle1 puzzling or dark utterance, enigma. OE. 
rxdels, rxdelse opinion, riddle, corr. to OS. ra¬ 
dish, rddislo (Du. raadsel), OHG. radisle (G. rat- 
set), f. *rxdan read; see -le*. Hence riddle 
vb.1 speak in riddles; solve a riddle, xvi; whence 
riddlemeree xviii, fanciful var. of riddle my 
rede or riddle. 

riddle2 coarse-meshed sieve. Late OE. hriddel, 
rel. to synon. hrider and hridrian sift, ofWGmc. 
extent and based on IE. *krt- with widespread 
cogns., as in Gr. krtnein separate, decide, L. cri- 
brum sieve, in Gmc. *xrain- clean, pure (e g. G. 
rein), etc. Hence riddle vb.2 fsift xiii; pierce 
with holes xix. 

ride pt. rode, pp. ridden sit upon and be carried 
by a horse, etc.; lie at anchor OE.; trans. (of ON. 
orig.) xiii. OE. str. vb. ridan = OS. -ridan (Du 
rijden), OHG. ritan (G. reiten), ON. riba, rel. to 
OIr. riadaim I travel, Gaul, reda chariot. Hence 
sb. xviii. rider ( er1) tonight xi; one who rides 
a horse, etc. xiii; (pi.) additional timbers to 
strengthen the frame of a ship; additional or 
supplementary clause xvn; corollary xix. Late 
OE. ridere 

ridge fback, spine; top, crest; coping of a roof; 
long stretch of high ground; raised strip of ar¬ 
able land OE.; narrow raised part across a sur¬ 
face xvi. OE. hrycg = OS. hruggi- (MDu. rue, Du. 
rug), OHG hrucci (G. riicken), ON. hryggr 
Gmc. *xru3jaz. 

ridicule fridiculous thing, nature, character; 
making fun of xvii. - F. ridicule - L. ridiculus, 
f. ridere laugh. So ridiculous xvi. f. L. ridiculus 
or - L. ridiculdsus. 

riding any of the three districts of Yorkshire 
(East, West, and North), xi. In Est Treding, 
Estreding, Nort Treding (Domesday Book), Nort 
riding, etc (xii), alt., by change of tp to 
t(t), of late OE. *priding, *priding - ON. prid- 
jungr third part, f. pridi third; see -ings. 

rife prevalent, widespread; abundant xii; gen¬ 
erally current xiv. Once in late OE. ryfe, for 
*rife\ subsequently rif, rijf, riue, in northern, 
eastern, and west midi, texts; prob. - ON. rifr 
good, acceptable = MLG. rive, MDu. rive, rijf 
abundant. 

riff-raff persons of the most disreputable class 
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xv; worthless stuff xvi. f. phr frif and raf (xrv) 
one and all, every bit - OF. rif et raf. 

rifle' despoil; carry off as booty, xrv. - OF. rif[f)- 
ler graze, scratch, plunder, of unkn. orig. 

rifle* spiral groove inside a gun-barrel; (perh. 
for rifle or rifled gun) fire-arm having a rifled 
bore. xvni. f. rifle vb. (xvn) form spiral grooves 
in - F. rifler scratch, scrape, plane, of unkn. 
orig. 

rift trending, splitting xm; cleft, fissure xiv. of 
Scand. orig. (cf. Norw., Da. rift cleft, chink); rel. 
to RIVE. 

rig1 fit out, esp. with clothes; make ready for sea, 
supply with tackle xv; provide, fit up xvi; fix, 
adjust xvii. perh of Scand. orig. (cf. Norw rigga 
bind or wrap up). Hence sb. arrangement of 
masts, sails, etc.; outfit (rig-out), xix. rigging 
xv; concr. xvi. 

rig’ (dial.) banter, ridicule; trick, prank (phr. 

run a rig), xviii, f. rig vb. (xvi) wanton, romp, of 

unkn. orig. 

rigadoon (hist.) lively dance for two persons, 
xvn - F. rigodon, rigaudon; of uncert. orig 

right tstandard or rule of action; that which is 
equitably or morally just; just treatment; jus¬ 
tifiable claim. OE. riht = OS., OHG. reht (Du., 
G. recht), ON. rettr; the sb. corr. to right adj. 
tstraight; fupright, righteous; just, correct, 
proper; real, true; epithet of the hand that is 
normally the stronger OE.; mentally normal xn; 
(of an angle) of 90° xrv; correct in opinion, etc. 
xvi. OE. riht = OS., etc., as in the sb., Goth. 
raihts Gmc. *rextaz, pp. formation with IE. 
*-to-; equiv. formations are L. rectus, OIr. recht 
law, W. rhaith, Gr. orektos upright; f. IE. base 
*reg- denoting movement in a straight lme, ex¬ 
tension. So right vb. tguide, direct; tset up; set 
in order, set right, etc. OE. rihtan; Gmc wk. vb. 
right adv. OE. rihte. lighten ( ens) set right 
xrv (rare before xvi). rightly (-ly*) OE. rihtlice. 
rightful ( ful1) OE. rihtful 

-right repr. the adj. and the adv. right, as in OE. 
fordriht(e) forthright, upriht(e) upright, after 
which were formed ME. downright, outright. 

righteous upright, virtuous OE. rihtwis, f. riht 
sb or adj. + wis manner, state, condition; see 
right, -wise. The form in -eous (xvi) is by assim 
to beauteous, bounteous, plenteous. So right¬ 
eously (-ly*) OE. rihtwislice. righteousness 
OE. rihtwisnisse. 

rigid not pliant or yielding; strict xvi; precise in 
method xvn. - F. rigide or L. rigidus. f. rigere 
be stiff; see -id1. So rigour ( our2), U S. rigor 
severity, strictness xrv; severity, as of climate; 
severe exactitude; sudden chill xvi (now usu 
rigor). - (O)F. rigour (mod. rigueur) - L. rigor, 
or-, f. rigere. rigorous xiv. - OF. rigorous - late 

L. rigorosus. 
rigmarole rambling or meaningless talk, xviii. 

alt. of +ragman roll list, catalogue (xvi), earlier 
troll of ragman. Ragman('s) roll was used in 
most of the senses of rag man, which was ap¬ 
plied orig. (xm) to (i) a statute of Edward I and 
articles of inquisition made under this statute, 
(ii) a game of chance played with a written roll 
having strings attached to the items of it, which 
the players drew. 

ripe 

rigveda principal sacred books of the Hindus. 
xviii. - Skr. rgveda, f. arc- praise+ veda 

knowledge. 
rile (colloq.) make turbid; disturb in temper, 
vex. xrx. orig. var. of (dial) roil (xvi), of uncert. 
orig. 

rill small stream, xv. of uncert. orig.: cf. LG. 
ril(le), Du. ril. 

rim (raised) edge, margin, verge OE.; outer ring 
of a wheel xiv. OE. rima (in daegrima break of 
day, s&(s)rima, sea shore, etc.) = ON. rimi ridge 
of land, of which no other cogns are known, 

rime' hoar frost OE. hrlm = (M)Du. rijm, ON 
hrim. 

rime2 tmetre xn; consonance of terminal ele¬ 
ments in words; (rhyming) verse xm; word that 
rhymes xvi. - (O)F. - medL. rithmus, rythmus 
(used spec, of accentual verse which was usu. 
rhymed), for L. rhythmus rhythm. So rime vb. 
xm. - (O)F. rimer. The sp. rime prevailed till xvi, 
when the tendency to respell on classical models 
led to the use of rithme, r(h)ythme; these were 
succeeded after 1600 by rhime, rhyme. 

rind bark of a tree; crust OE.; peel or skin xrv. 
OE rind(e), corr. to OS. rinda, MDu. rinde, 
rende, runde(Du. run), OHG rinta (G. rinde); of 
unkn. orig. 

ring' circle or circlet of metal, etc.; circular 
group OE.; various transf. and fig. uses esp. 
from xiv. OE. bring = OS., OHG. bring (Du., G. 
ring), ON. hringr Gmc. *xrevgaz. Hence vb. 
put a ring or circle around; from xv, with corr. 
formations in the cogn. langs.; cf. OE. be, 
ymbhringan surround. Comps, ringdove 
wood-pigeon, xvi. prob. after LG. or Du. ring- 
finger third finger. OE. hringfinger. ring¬ 
leader xvi. f. phr lead the r. ringlet xvi. 
ringworm skin disease marked by circular 
patches, xv. 

ring2 pt. rang (rung), pp. rung give out a res¬ 
onant sound OE.; cause (a bell) to do this xn. 
OE. hringan, corr to ON. hringja; orig. wk. (OE. 
pt. hringde, early ME. ringde), but strong forms 
appear in early xm. 

rink farea allotted to a contest xiv; stretch of 
ice for the game of curling xviii, for skating xix. 

Only in Sc. use till xix; poss. later form of *renk - 
OF. renc (mod. rang) rank1 

rinse xiv. - (O)F. rincer, earlier raincier, 
reincier, of unkn. orig. 

riot fdebauched living, dissipation xiii; fnoisy 
feast, wanton revel; violence, violent dis¬ 
turbance of the peace xiv; (hunting) hound’s fol¬ 
lowing the scent of a quarry other than that 
intended xv (phr hunt or run riot; hence fig. use 
of the latter xvi). - OF. riote, riot (mod. riotte) 
debate, quarrel, of unkn. orig. So vb. xiv. - OF. 
riot(t)er. riotous (arch.) dissolute, extravagant 
xrv; turbulent xv. - OF riotous, -eus 

rip1 tear or pull away vigorously, xv. of unkn. 
orig. 

rip2 worthless thing, old knacker; dissolute per¬ 
son. xviii. poss. alt. of rep, short for reprobate. 

riparian pert, to the banks of a river, xix. f L. 
ripdrius, f. ripa bank; see -arian 

ripe ready for reaping or gathering OE.; in vari 
ous transf. and fig uses matured, mature’ from 
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c.1200. OE. ripe = OS. ripi (Du. rijp), OHG. rift 
(G. reif). So ripe vb. (arch.) become ripe OE.; 
make ripe xrv. OE. ripian = OS. ripon (Du. 
rijpen), OHG. rifen (G. reifen), superseded gen. 
by ripeis (-en6) xvi. 

riposte return thrust in fencing xvm (r is paste), 
effective reply xix. - F. riposte, earlier trisposte - 
It. risposta, sb. use of fern. pp. of rispondere 
respond. 

ripple (of water) present a surface of small 
waves, xvii. Hence sb. U.S. piece of shallow 
water in a river where rocks cause obstruction; 
light ruffling of the surface of water xvm. of 
unkn. orig. 

rise pt. rose, pp. risen get up, go up, ascend; 
rebel; increase xii; come into existence xm; 
(dial., techn.) raise xv. OE. str. vb. risan = OS., 
OHG. risan (Du. rijzen, G. reisen of the sun), ON. 
risa, Goth, -reisan Gmc. str. vb., of which no 
cogns. are known. Hence sb. xv (rare before late 
xvi). 

risible inclined to laughter xvi; pert, to laugh¬ 
ter; laughable xvm. - late L. risibilis, f. ris-, pp 
stem of ridere laugh; see -ible. So risibility 
xvn. - late L. 

risk sb. xvii. - F. risque - It. Frisco (mod. rischio), 
f. rischiare, risicare run into danger; of unkn. 
orig. Hence vb. xvn. - F. risquer risky xix 
(later, partly after F. pp. risque). 

rissole xvm. - F. rissole, later form of OF. 
ruissole, dial. var. of roissole, roussole Rom. 
*russeola, sb. use of fern, of late L. russeolus 
reddish, f. russus red. 

rite formal (esp. religious) procedure or act xrv; 
general use or practice, esp. in religion xv. - 
(Q)F. rit, later rite or L. ritus (religious) usage. 
So ritual < al') pert, to rites xvi; sb. (book con¬ 
taining) prescribed order of the performance of 
rites xvii. - L. ritudlis; in sb. use after medL. 
rituale, sb. use of n. sg. ritualist one versed 
in ritual or who advocates its observance, xvii; 

hence ritualism xix. 
rival sb. xvi. - L. rivalis one who uses the same 
stream with another, f. rivus stream; see -al1. 

Hence vb. xvn, rivalry xvi. 
rive (arch., dial.) tear, rend. xm. ME. rive (pt. 
rdf, pp. riven) - ON. rifa, of unkn. orig. 

river xm. - AN. riverie), (O)F. riviere triver 
bank, river = It. riviera bank (spec, of the Geno¬ 
ese coast as far as Nice, adopted in Eng. use 
as Riviera) Rom. *riparia, fern, used sb. of 
ripdrius riparian. Hence riverine (-ine1) situ¬ 
ated on or pert, to a river (contemp. with 
riverain - F. riverain), xrx. 

rivet small nail or bolt. xrv. - OF., f. river fix, 
clinch, of unkn. orig. Hence vb. xiv. 

riviere necklace of gems. xrx. - F.; see river. 

rivulet xvi. alt. of earlier synon. friveret - F. 
dim. of riviere river, perh. after It. rivoletto, dim. 
of rivolo, dim. of rivoL. rivus stream; see -let. 

roach small freshwater fish xiv. - OF. roche, 
with vars. roce, roque, of unkn. orig. 

road A. triding; fRAio OE.; B. sheltered water 
where ships may ride xiv; C. line of com 
munication between places (also roadway) xvi; 
(gen.) way, course. OE. rad = MDu. red, On! 
reid, rel. to ridan ride. Sense C may be gen 

eralized from such comps, as OE. hweolrad 
wheel-track, streamrdd course of a stream, 

roam wander, rove. xm. of unkn. orig. 
roan1 (of horses, etc.) having a coat in which the 
prevailing colour is intermingled with another, 
xvi. - OF. roan (mod. rouan), of unkn. orig. 

roan2 soft flexible leather used in bookbinding, 
xix. of unkn. orig. 

roar utter full deep or hoarse prolonged cry OE.; 
make a loud noise or din xrv. OE. rarian, corr. 
to MLG. rdren, reren, MDu. reeren, OHG. reren 
(G. rohren)', WGmc., of imit orig. Hence sb. xrv. 

roast xm. - OF. rostir (mod. rotir) - WGmc. 
*raustjan (Du. roosten, OHG. rosten, G. rosten). 

rob deprive (one) of by force; plunder, pillage, 
xm. - OF. rob(b)eri. Gmc. base *raub-, repr. also 
by reave. So robber (er2), robbery xii. - AN. 
rob(b)ere, -erie. 

robe xm. - (O)F. Rom. *rauba, of Gmc. orig. 
(see prec.), the orig. sense being ‘booty’, (hence) 
clothes, regarded as spoil Hence vb. xrv. 

robin small red-breasted bird. xvi. Short for r. 
redbreast (xv), both being Sc. in their earliest 
use. - OF. Robin, familiar var. of the masculine 
name Robert (used xv for ‘robin’). In round r. 
(xvm) the adj. describes the circular un¬ 
punctuated list of names on the document; the 
reference of the sb. is unkn. 

robot mechanism doing the work of a man, 
automaton, xx. - Czech, f. robota compulsory 
service. 

robust xvi. - (O)F. robuste or L. robustus oaken, 
firm and hard, solid, f. robus, older form of robur 
oak, strength. Hence robustious xvi. 

roc gigantic bird of Eastern legend, xvi. In early 
use in roche, roque, rucih) - Sp. frocho, Pg. roco. 
It. troche, Sp., Pg., It. rue - Arab. rukk. 

rochet linen vestment of the surplice kind worn 
by bishops, etc.; (dial.) smock frock, xiv. - (O)F. 
rochet, var. of roquet, dim. f. Gmc. base found in 
OE. rocc, OS., (M)Du. rok, OHG. roch (G. rock) 
coat; see et. 

rock' move from side to side on a pivot. Late 
OE. roccian, prob. f. Gmc. *rukk- move, remove, 
repr. also by MLG., MDu. rukken, rocken (Du. 
rukken tug, jerk, snatch), OHG. rucchan (G. 
rucken move, push), ON. rykkja pull, tug. 

rock2 solid part of the earth’s crust, mass of this, 
xiv. - OF. ro(c)que, var. of (O)F. roche, of unkn. 
orig. Hence rocky (-y1) xv. 

rock8 (arch., dial.) distaff, xrv. - MLG. rocken, 
MDu. rocke (Du. rok, rokken) or ON. rokkr = 
OHG. rocco (G. rocken)-, of unkn. orig. 

rocket1 cruciferous annual, Eruca sativa. xvi. - 
F. roquette - It. rochetta, var. of ruchetta, dim. 
of ruca L. eruca caterpillar, plant with downy 
stems. 

rocket2 cylindrical paper or metal case de¬ 
signed to be projected on ignition of explosive 
contents, xvii. - (O)F. roquette - It. rocchetto, 
dim. of rocca rock*; so called from the cylin¬ 
drical form. Hence vb. xix. 

rococo fold-fashioned; characterized by con¬ 
ventional shell-and scroll-work, as of the time 
of Louis XTV and XV of France, xix. - F. rococo, 
fanciful alt. of rocaille pebble- or shell-work, f. 
roc ROCK2. 
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rod straight slender wand xn; stick for 
measuring with; measure of length and of area 
xv. Late OE. rodd, synon. with Continental 
forms cited s.v. rood, but formally distinct; 
prob. rel. to ON. rudda club, 

rodent gnawing, belonging to the Rodentia. 
xrx. - L. rodens, -ent-, prp. of rddere gnaw; see 
-ENT. 

rodeo round-up of cattle xix; exhibition of 
lassooing, etc. xx. - Sp., f. rodear go round, based 
on L. rotare rotate. 

rodomontade vainglorious or extravagant 
boast, xvn. - F. rodomontade, It. frodomontada, 
-ata, f. F. rodomont. It. -monte bragger, boaster, 
appellative use of Rodomonte name (lit ‘roll- 
mountain’) of a boastful Saracen leader in 
Boiardo’s ‘Orlando Innamorato’ and Ariosto’s 
‘Orlando Furioso’. 

roe1 small species of deer. OE. rd, earlier rdha 
= OS., OHG. reho (Du ree, G. reh), ON. rd 
Gmc. *raix-- 

roe2 milt or spawn of a fish. xv. ME. rowle), 
rough, roof*roje - MLG , MDu. roge = OHG. 
rogo (MHG roge)\ ult. orig. unkn. 

rogation A. (pi.) litanies used on the Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday before Ascension Day 
(R. Days) xrv; B. (Rom. hist.) submission by con¬ 
suls, etc. of a proposed law to the people xv. - L 
rogdtid, on-, in medL. pi. (in sense A) 
Rogat tones. f. rogare ask ; see -ation. 

rogue one of a class of vagrants xvi; un 
principled man; mischievous person xvi; (ren 
dering Sinhalese fiord, sora Skr. cord thief) 
savage elephant living apart from the herd xix. 
orig. one of the numerous canting words that 
are recorded from mid-xvi; perh. based on 
troger begging vagabond pretending to be a 
poor scholar from Oxford or Cambridge (xvi), 
prob. f. L. rogare ask, beg+ER1. Hence 
roguery, roguish xvi 

roil see rile. 
roister revel noisily, be uproarious, f. froister 
swaggerer, reveller xvi. - (O)F. rustre ruffian, 
alt. of ruste L. rusticus rustic. 

role, role xvn (rowle, roll). - F froule, trolle, 
role roll1, orig. the ‘roll’ containing an actor’s 
part 

roll' piece of parchment, etc. made into cylin¬ 
drical form xm; such a piece inscribed with for 
mal records, register xiv; quantity of material, 
mechanical object in cylindrical form, etc. xvi. - 
OF ro(u)lle (mod. role) L. rotulus, var of 
rotula, dim. of rota wheel. Hence roll-call xix. 

roll2 turn or cause to turn over and over as on 
an axis or in a socket xiv; coil or cause to coil 
into a mass; make a reverberating noise xvi. - 
OF. rol(l)er, (also mod.) ronler:- Rom. *rotulare, 
f. L. rotulus roll1. Hence sb. act of rolling, xvn. 
roller1 (er1) cylindrical object, as of wood, 
metal, etc. xv. 

roller2 bird with brilliant plumage, xvn. - G. 
roller, f. rollen - (O)F. rouler roll2; perh. so 
called from its cry. 

rollick romp; esp. in prp. rollicking bois¬ 
terously sportive, xix. of unkn. orig. 

roly-poly tworthless fellow xvu (rowle powle. 
rowly powly)\ name of various games involving 

the rolling of a ball xviii; pudding in which a 
sheet of paste covered with jam, etc. is rolled 
on itself xix. Fanciful formation on roll1; the 
second el may contain poll1 (head); the orig. of 
the first sense is obscure. 

rom male gipsy, xix. - Romany rom man, hus 
band - Skr doma, domba minstrel-dancer of low 
caste. So Romany gipsy, gipsy language, xrx. - 
Romany Romani, pi. and fem. of Romano adj., f 
Rom. 

Romaic pert, to the vernacular language of 
modern Greece, xix. - Gr Rhdmaikds, f. RhSme 
Rome, used spec, of the Eastern Empire. 

Roman pert to (native or inhabitant of) an¬ 
cient Rome xm; pert to (adherent of) the Roman 
Catholic Church xvi; (typogr.) based on the 
characteristic form of the ancient Roman in¬ 
scriptions. ME. Romein, -ain - (O)F. Romain - 
L. Romanos, f. Roma Rome; later assim. in sp. 
to L.; preceded by OE. Romans, -an sb. pi.; see 
-an. So R. Catholic xvn. Based on the official 
L. title of the Roman Church, Ecclesia Romana 
Catholica qt Apostolica, ‘Roman Catholic and 
Apostolic Church’. 

romance tale in verse embodying adventure, 
esp. of medieval legend xm; fictitious narrative 
in prose; (after Sp. and F. romance) Spanish his¬ 
torical ballad xvn. ME. roma(u)nz, -a(u)ns ~ OF. 
romanz, -arts, fem. romance the vernacular to-, 
gue (as dist. from literary L.), work composed in 
this popL. *rdmdnice ‘in the Romanic tongue’, 
adv. of L. Rdmanicus, f. Romdnus Roman; see 
-ic. So vb, (xrv), xvn. - OF. romancier. ro¬ 
mancer (-er2) (xiv), xvn. - OF. romanceor, -cier. 

Romance vernacular language of France, 
later applied to the related tongues, xiv. - OF. 
romanz, fem. adj -ance expressed in the ver¬ 
nacular (see prec). 

Romanesque t(of a language) Romance xvm; 
(archit.) pert, to building of Romanized style 
xrx. - F. romanesque, f. roman romance; see 
-ESQUE. 

Romanic Romance, Romance-speaking, xvm. - 
L. Rdmanicus. f. Romdnus Roman; see ic 

Romanist Roman Catholic, xvi. - G Romanist 
or modL. Romanista. So Romanize render Ro¬ 
man or Roman Catholic, xvn. Romano- comb, 
form (see -o ) of L. Romdnus Roman xvii. 

Romany see rom 
romaunt (arch.) romance, xvi. - OF. roma(u)nt, 
(later roman), deduced (as if an obi case) from 
roma(u)nz romance Hence or - F. romantique 
romantic of the nature of or suggestive of 
romances or their imaginative or extravagant 
qualities, xvii. 

Romish Roman Catholic (chiefly in hostile 
use), xvi. f. Rome (seat of the papal see) + -ish1 . 

romp frolic boisterously, xvm. perh alt of 
ramp1 with modification of sense. So sb. xvm. 

rondeau poem with two rhymes throughout 
and the opening words used twice as a refrain, 
xvi (rare before late xvii). - (Q)F. rondeau, later 
form of rondel (f. rond round1) whence rondel 
(el2) xrv 

rondo (mus.) piece in which a return is con¬ 
tinually made to the principal subject, xvm. - 
It. - F. rondeau (see prec.). 
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Rontgen name of the German scientist W. C. 
Rontgen (1845-1923), applied to certain rays. xix. 

rood A. cross, spec, that on which Jesus Christ 
suffered (Holy Rood), crucifix (as on a rood loft 
or screen); B. (now local) rod, pole, or perch OE ; 
superficial measure, 40 square poles, xv. In 
sense A, OE. rod = OS. roda, in the sense of rod 

(only in OE. seglrod sailyard), the Continental 
forms are OS. roda, MDu. ro(o)de (also mod 
roede), OHG. ruota (G. rute). 

roof upper covering of a building; palate of the 
mouth. OE. hrof = (M)LG. rdf, MDu. roof (Du. 
roef cabin, coffin lid), ON. hrof boat shed, of 
which no certain cogns. are known. 

rook1 harsh-voiced crow. OE. hrbc = (M)LG 
rok, MDu. roec (Du. roek), OHG. hruoch, ON. 
hrokrGmc. *xrokaz, prob. of imit. orig. In the 
sense ‘cheat, swindler, sharper', with corr. vb., a 
gaming si. use of late xvi. Hence rookery xvni. 

rook2 piece at chess also called castle, xiv. ME 
rok(e) - OF. roc(k), rok, corr. to Sp., Pg. roque, 
It. rocco, and various Gmc. forms of the same 
ult. origin, Arab.-Pers. rukk. 

room space OE.; fplace xiv; chamber in a build¬ 
ing xv. OE. rum = OS., OHG., ON., Goth, rum 
(Du. ruim, G. raum), sb. use of Gmc. ad). *rumaz 
spacious (OE. rum, etc.). Hence roomy (-Y1) 
XVII. 

roost perch for fowls. OE. hrost = (M)Du. roest 
and peril. OS. hrost spars of a roof; of unkn. orig. 
Hence vb. xvi. 

root* part of a plant below the earth’s surface 
OE.; source, basis xiv; (math., philol.) xvi. Late 
OE. rot - ON. rof rel. to L. radix. Hence root 
vb. A. in pp. firmly fixed xm; B. furnish with 
roots xiv; C. uproot, eradicate xiv. 

root2 turn over (soil) with the snout, xiv. Later 
var. of wroot, OE. wrotan — (M)LG. wroten, 
(M)Du. wroeten, OHG. ruozzen, ON. rota (partly 
the immed. source), rel. to OE. wrot, LG. wrote, 
G. russel snout. 

rope OE. rap = (M)LG. rep, (M)Du. reep, (O)HG 
reif, ON reip, Goth, -raip Gmc. *raipaz. 

Roquefort cheese made at Roquefort, village in 
S.W. France, xix. 

roquelaure (hist.) man’s cloak reaching to the 
knee. xvni. - F., f. name of Antoine-Gaston, due 
de Roquelaure (1656-1738), marshal of France, 

roquet in croquet, hitting another player’s ball 
with one’s own. xix presumably arbitrary alt. 
of CROQUET. 

rorqual species of whale, xix. - F. - Norw 
reyrkval ON. reydarhvalr, f. reydr (specific 
name) + hvalr whale. 

rosaceous resembling the roses, xvni. - L. ro- 
saceus, f. rosa rose; see -aceous. 

rosary base coin current in England in the 13th 
century xiv; rose-garden xv; set of devotions, 
spec, that of the B V M. (‘Our Lady’s psalter’), 
set of beads for its recitation. - L. rosarium 
rose garden, AL. rosarius (coin), sb. uses of n 
and m. of adj. f. rosa rose; see ary. 

rose plant and flower of the genus Rosa OE ; 
rose-shaped figure xiv OE. rose, corr. to MDu. 
rose (Du. roos), OHG. rosa (G. rose), ON. rosa, 
Gmc. - L. rosa, rel. obscurely to synon. Gr. rho- 
don, reinforced in ME. from (O)F. rose Hence 

rosy (-Y1) xiv (rare before xvi). So rosette 
xviii. - (O)F. 

rosemary evergreen shrub, xv. alt., by assoc 
with rose and Mary, of trosmarine (xiv), either 
immed - L. ros marinus sea-dew’, late L. ros 
marinum, or through (i) OF. rosmarin (mod. 
romarin) or (ii) MDu. rosemarine (Du. ros(e)- 
marijn). 

Rosicrucian member of a society reputed to 
have been founded in 1484 by Christian Rosen- 
kranz, the modL. tr of which, viz. rosa crucis or 
crux i.e. ‘rose (of the) cross’, is the basis of the 
name. xvn. See ian. 

rosin see resin. 

roster list or plan exhibiting an order of 
rotation, xvni. - Du. rooster (i) grating, gridiron, 
(ii) table, list (from the appearance of a paper 
ruled with parallel lines), f. roosten roast; see 
-er* 

rostrum platform for public speakers in 
ancient Rome, adorned with beaks of captured 
ships xvi; beak of a galley xvn; platform, stage, 
pulpit xviii. - L. rostrum beak, snout, etc., f. 
rodere gnaw. 

rot undergo decay OE.; trans. xiv; in im¬ 
precations xvi. OE. rotian = OS. roton, MDu. 
roten, (also mod.) rotten, OHG. rozzen, rel. to 
MLG. roten, MHG. raezen\cf rotten. Hence (or - 
Scand.) sb xm. 

rota political club founded in 1659 by J. Har¬ 
rington, which advocated rotation in the offices 
of government; rotation, routine; (R.C.Ch.) 
supreme court for all causes xvn; roster xix. - 
L. rota wheel. So rotary (of motion) circular, 
operating by rotation, xviii. - medL. rotdrius. 
rotate xix. f. rotdt-, pp. stem of L. rotdre turn 
round, revolve, rotation xvi. - L. 

rote tcustom, habit; regular procedure, routine, 
esp. in by rote. xiv. of unkn. orig. 

rotten decomposed, putrid xm; fig. corrupt 
xrv. - ON. rotinn, which has the form of a pp. of 
the base *raut- *reut- *rut-, repr. by rot; see -en*. 

rotund round, rounded xviii; sonorous xix. - L. 
rotundus, f. rotdre rotate. So rotunda round¬ 
shaped building, xvii. alt. (after L. rotundus) of 
rotonda (xvii) - It., sb. use of fern, of rotondo 
round, rotundity xvi. - F. or L. 

rouble xvi. Earliest forms rubbel, robel, ruble, 
later rouble (after F ). - Russ, rubl. 

roue debauchee, rake, xviii. - F., pp. of rouer 
break on the wheel, f. roue wheelL. rota. 

rouge A. R Croix and R. Dragon, two pur¬ 
suivants of the English College of Arms, so 
called from their badges xv; B. red powder used 
as a cosmetic xviii. - (O)F. L. rube us red. 
Hence vb. xviii. 

rough not even or smooth OE ; turbulent, 
violent xm; harsh, sharp xrv OE. ruh = MLG., 
MDu ru(ch) (Du. ruig, ruw), OHG ruh (G! 
rauh) WGmc. *rux(w)az, rel. to Lith. riikti be 
wrinkled, Skr. ruk$a- rough. Hence roughen 
( ENe) xvi roughcast xvi. f. cast fcover by cast 
ing mortar on. 

roulette xviii. - F., f. rouelle, dun. of roue 
wheelL. rota, see -ette. 

round1 A. of the form of a ball xiii; B. full, com 
plete xiv, C. vigorous, severe xrv; plain, straight- 
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forward xvi. ME. ro{u)nd - OF. ro(u)nd-, 
inflexional stem of ro(o)nt, earlier reont (mod 
rond) Rom. *retundus, for L. rotundus 
rotund. Hence sb. xrv, vb. xiv, adv. xm; prep., 
perh. aphetic of around xvii. 

round* (arch.) whisper. OE runian, ME. 
ro(u)ne = OS. runon, MLG., MDu. runen, OHG. 
runen1, f. OE. run, ME. ro(u)n dark saying, 
counsel, rune; with parasitic d. 

roundel circle, circular object xm; rondeau 
xrv. - OF. rondel or -elle, f. rond round'; see -el*. 

roundelay short song with a refrain, xvi. - 
(O)F. rondelet, dim. of rondel rondeau, with 
ending assim. to virelay or lay*; see -et. 

roup disease of poultry, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
rouse' refl. and intr. (of a hawk) shake the 
feathers xv; start (game); cause to rise from 
slumber, etc. xvi. orig. techn. term of hawking 
and hunting, of unkn. orig. 

rouse* (arch.) bumper of liquor, carousal, xvii. 

perh. aphetic of carouse. 

rout' company, troop; disorderly company xm; 
fthe r., the common herd xrv; riot, uproar xv; 
fashionable gathering xviii. ME. ro(u)te - AN. 
rute, OF. route Rom. *rupta, sb. use of fern, of 
pp. of L. rumpere break. Cf. next, 

rout* disorderly retreat, xvi. - F. troute (in the 
sense of deroute), prob. - It. rotta breakage, dis¬ 
comfiture of an army Rom. *rupta (see prec). 
Hence vb. xvi. 

route way, course xm (obs. in ME. in xv; re 
adopted xvi); (mil.) order to march, marching 
orders xviii. - OF. rute, (also mod.) routeRom. 
*rupta (see rout'). 

routine xvii (rotine). - F. routine, irotine, f. 
route (see prec ). 

rove |A. shoot with arrows at a selected mark 
for finding the range xv; B. wander at random 
xvi. poss. form of (dial.) rave stray (xiv), prob. 
of Scand orig. (cf. Icel. rafa)\ sense B perh. due 
to infl. by rover. 

rover sea-robber, pirate, xiv. - MLG., MDu. 
rover, f roven rob, reave. 

row' number of persons or things set in a line. 
ME. raw, row (xm) points to OE. *raw, var. of 
raew (ME. rew), perh rel. to MDu. rie (Du. rij), 
MHG. rihe(G. reihe). 

row* use oars OE.; trans. xiv. OE. str. vb. rowan 
(weak inflexions appear xm) = MLG. rojen (Du. 
roeijen), MHG. riiejen steer, ON. roa, f. Gmc. *ro- 
steer, belonging to the IE. base *er- repr. in Gr. 
eretes rower, L. remus, OIr. rdme oar, Lith. irti 
row, Skr. antd rower. 

row* violent commotion, noisy dispute, xviii. of 

unkn. orig. 

rowan mountain ash xvi (rountree) of Scand 
orig ; cf. Norw. rogn, raun, Icel. reynir. 

rowdy backwoodsman of a rough type; violent 
disorderly person, xix (orig. U S ), of unkn. orig. 

rowel spur-wheel, xiv - OF. roel(e) (mod. 
rouelle)late L. rotella, dim of rota wheel; see 
-EL*. 

rowlock xviii. alt., by substitution of row* for 
the first syll., of oarlock, OE arloc, f. dr oar + loc 
fastening, lock*. 

royal XIV. - OF. roial (mod. royal) L. regalis 

regal. Hence royalist xvii So royalty xiv - 
OF. roialte (mod royaute). 

rub subject a surface to friction with pressure, 
tr and intr xiv perh - LG. rubben, ult orig 
unkn Hence rub sb. obstacle, produced as if by 
rubbing a surface (techn., at bowls) xvi; often 
fig. as in there's the r. rubber1 ( er‘) rubbing 
implement xvi; piece of a substance used for this 
(short for India(n) rubber) xviii. 

rub-a-dub xviii. imit of drumming sound, 
rubber* set of (usu.) three games, as of bowls, 
whist, etc. xvi (the earliest exx. have (play) a 
rubbers), of unkn orig. 

rubbish waste or refuse material xiv. ME 
robous, robys, -ishe, rubbes - AN. rubbous, of 
uncert. orig.; cf. rubble. 

rubble waste fragments of stone, esp. from de¬ 
molished buildings xiv; pieces of undressed 
stone xvi ME. robyl, rubel, of uncert. orig.; cf 
-el', -le', and prec 

rubicund finclined to redness xvi; of ruddy 
complexion x<vii. - F. rubicond or L. ruble undos, 
f. rubere be red 

rubidium element of the alkali-metal group, 
xix. f. L. rubidus, f. rub- of ruber red; in allusion 
to the two red lines in its spectrum; see -ium. 

rubric A. tred earth, ruddle xv; B. direction 
(in red) for the conduct of divine service xrv; 
heading of a division of a book, etc. xv. Rare 
before xvii, rubriche, -ishe being the usual form 
xrv-xvi. - OF. rubric(h)e, beside rubrique, or its 
source L. rubrica red earth, title of a law, law 
itself (written with red ochre), sb. use of ad] f 
ruber red. 

ruby xiv. - OF. rubi (mod. rubis) - medL 
rubinus, sb. use of adj f. base of L rubeus, 
ruber red. 

ruche frill of light material, xix. - F. ruche bee 
hive, and (with allusion to the plaits of a straw 
hive) frill. 

ruck' heap, stack, pile xm; multitude, throng 
xvi; undistinguished crowd xix. app. of Scand 
orig. (cf. Norw. ruka). 

ruck* crease, fold, xviii (presumably of much 
earlier occurrence). - ON. (Norw ) hrukka. 

rucksack xix. - G. rucksack, f. dial, rucken (= 
rucken back, ridge) + sack sack'. 

ruction (colloq.) disturbance, disorderly action 
(esp. pi.), xviii (rare before xix). of unkn. orig. 

rudder fsteering oar OE.; steering gear 
mounted in a boat or ship xiv. OE. roder - 
MLG., MDu. roder (Du. roer), OHG. ruodar (G. 
ruder)WGmc. *ropra-, rel. to row* 

ruddle red ochre, xvi. f. base of ruddy; see le1, 

and cf. contemp. raddle 
ruddock (dial.) redbreast, robin. OE. rudduc, 
rel. to ruddy; see-ock 

ruddy red, reddish, orig. of the face. Late OE. 
rudig, f. base of rudu red colour, redness, rel. to 
red; see Y*. 

rude in various transf. and fig. senses of rough’ 
xrv. - (O)F. - L rudis unwrought, crude, un 
cultivated, orig. techn. term of handicraft, rel 
to rudus rubble. 

rudiment (pi.) first principles or elements 
xvi. - F. rudiment or L rudimentum, f rudis 
rude. Hence rudimentary xix. 
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rue’ (arch. exc. as surviving in rueful xiii) sor¬ 
row, regret OE.; compassion xm. OE. hreow = 
MLG., MDu. rouwe (Du. rouw), OHG. (h)riuwa 
(G. reue), rel. to next. 

me1 affect with contrition or sorrow OE.; affect 
with pity xii; repent of. OE. str. vb. hreowan = 
OS. hreuwan (Du. rouwen), OHG. (h)riuwan (G. 
reuen)-, no certain cogns. are known, 

rue* shrub of the genus Ruta. xrv. - (O)F. L. 
ruta - Gr. rhuti. 

ruff1 small freshwater fish of the perch family, 
with prickly scales, xv. prob. sb. use of rough. 

ruff1 truffle on a garment; article of neckwear 
consisting of linen, etc. starched in folds, xvi. 
poss. sb. use of ruff, rough. 

ruff* fformer card-game xvi; kind of trump at 
cards xvn; (from the vb.) act of trumping xix. - 
OF. ro(u)ffle, earlier ronfle, romfle (corr. to It. 
ronfa), poss. alt. of triomphe (It. trionfo) trump1. 

Hence vb. xvi. 
ruff* male of the sandpiper, distinguished in the 
breeding-season by a ruff. xvii. transf. use of 
RUFF1. 

ruffian xvi; tpander, bawd xvii. - (O)F. rufif)- 
ian - It. ruffiano, f. dial, rofia scab, scurf, of Gmc. 
orig. (cf. OHG. ruf scurf). 

ruffle' spoil the orderly arrangement of xiii; 

(gen.) disorder, disarrange xvi; disturb the mind 
or temper of xvii. of unkn. orig. Hence sb. dis¬ 
orderly state xvi; ornamental edging to a gar¬ 
ment XVIII. 

ruffle1 (arch.) contend with-, swagger, hector. 
xv. of unkn. orig. Hence ruffler (er’) tone of a 
class of vagabonds; swaggering fellow, xvi. 

rufous reddish, xvm. f. L. riifus, rel. to ruber 
red; see -ous. 

rug trough woollen stuff; piece of thick woollen 
stuff used as a coverlet xvi; floor mat xix. perh. 
of Scand. orig. (cf. Norw. dial, rugga coverlet, 
Sw. rugg ruffled or coarse hair) and rel. to rag1. 

So rugged (ed‘) tshaggy, hirsute xiv; rough, 
uneven (also fig.) xvi. prob. pp. formation of 
Scand. orig. on the same base; cf. ragged. 

Rugby name of a public school at Rugby in War¬ 
wickshire, after which one of the two chief 
games of football is named xix. Hence (si.) 
rugger ( er*) xix. 

rugose wrinkled, xvm. - L. rugosus, f. ruga 
wrinkle; see -ose'. 

ruin (state consequent upon) giving way and 
falling down xiv (concr. xv); downfall, utter loss 
xiv. - (O)F. ruine - L. ruina, f. ruere fall. So vb. 
xvi. - (O)F. ruiner or medL. ruinare truinate, 
ruination xvi. ruinous xiv - (O)F or L 
ruinosus. 

rule principle of procedure, conduct, etc.; code 
of religious life xm; standard of estimation, etc.; 
graduated strip of wood or metal xiv; rule of 
thumb xvii. ME. riule, reule - OF. riule, reule, 
ruile Rom. *regula, for L. regula straight 
stick, bar, pattern, rel. to regere rule, rex, reg- 
king. So rule vb. govern xm; mark with lines 
xv. - OF reuler - late L. regulare regulate. 

Hence ruler ( er1) xiv. 

rum1 spirit distilled from sugar-cane products. 
xvii. perh. shortening of slightly earlier rum¬ 
bullion, rumbustion, of unkn. orig. 

rum1 (si.) queer, odd. xvih. of uncert. orig. Also 
rummy' (-Y1) xix 

rumble make a low heavy continuous sound, 
xrv. prob. - MDu. rommelen, rummelen (Du. 
rommelen), of imit. orig. Hence sb. xrv. 

ruminate meditate (upon); chew the cud. xvi. 
f. pp. stem of L. ruminari, -are, f. rumen, rumin- 
throat, gullet, (in mod. scientific use) first 
stomach of a ruminant; see -ate*. So ruminant 
(animal) that chews the cud. xvii. rumination 
xvi. 

rummage fstowage, orig. in a ship’s hold; 
(dial.) commotion xvi; (from the vb.) overhaul¬ 
ing search xvm. - AN. *rumage (cf. AL. rumag- 
ium), aphetic of OF. arrumage (mod. arrimage), 
f. tarrumer, var. of OF. arimer, aruner, ariner, 
f. a- ad-+ run ship’s hold - (M)Du. ruim, see 
-age. R. sale is first recorded (xix) for the sale of 
unclaimed goods at docks or odds and ends left 
in a warehouse. Hence vb. tstow in the hold, 
+set (a ship) in order; search (orig. the hold), 
also intr. xvi. 

rummer (arch.) large drinking-glass, xvii. Of 
Du. or LG. orig.; cf. Du. roemer, LG. romer, f. 
roemen, etc. extol, boast, 

rummy' see rum1. 

rummy1 card game, xx (orig. U S ), of unkn. 
orig. 

rumour ffavourable report; general report or 
hearsay xiv. ME. rumur, rumo(u)r - OF. rumur, 
-or (mod. -eur) - L. rumor, or-. 

rump hindquarters, buttocks xv; small or con¬ 
temptible remainder xvii. prob. of Scand. orig.; 
cf. (M)Da. rumpe, (M)Sw. rumpa, Icel. rumpr, 
corr. forms in (M)Du., (M)LG., and (O)HG. mean 
the trunk of the body; the orig. sense may be 
tree-stump. 

rumple xvii. f. rumple sb wrinkle, fold (xvi) - 
(M)Du. rompel, f. MDu. rompe, MLG. rumpe 
wrinkle, or - MDu., MLG. rumpelen, rompelen, 
rel. to OE. *rimpan, in pp. gerumpen contracted, 
wrinkled, (M)LG., (M)Du. rimpel wrinkle, OHG. 
rimpfan (G. riimpfen). 

rumpus xvm. of fanciful formation (?). 
run pt. ran, pp. run go along at quicker 
than walking pace; (gen.) move forward with 
speed. OE str. vb. rinnan = OS., OHG. rinnan, 
(MLG., MDu., G. rinnen), ON. rinna, Goth. 
rinnan\ of unkn. orig. The common ME. pres, 
tense forms rinne, renne, were prob due to 
ON. rinna, renna The -u- of the mod. pres., 
current from xvi (ronne is earlier), is the 
result of levelling from older pt. pi. runnen, 
pp runne(n), ronnen. Hence run sb xv (act 
or spell of running; later in many techn uses), 

runagate tapostate; (arch.) deserter, runaway; 
vagabond, xvi. alt. of ren(n)egate (see 
renegade), by assoc, with renne run and agate 
on the way, away (f. a-' +gate, gait). 

runcible r. spoon kind of fork for pickles 
curved like a spoon and having three broad 
prongs (one with a sharp edge), xix. First used 
by Edward Lear as a nonsense word in r. cat, r 
hat, r. spoon. 

runcinate irregularly saw toothed, xvm. - 
modL. runcindtus, f. L. runcina joiner’s plane 
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(formerly taken also to mean a kind of saw); see 
-ATE*. 

rundale form of joint occupation of land, xvi 
(Sc. ryndale, rindaill, later rendal, rennal, angli¬ 
cized rundale). f. rin, Sc. var. of run + dale, 
north, form of dole1. 

rune character of the earliest Germanic 
alphabet, xvii. Adopted from Danish writers on 
Northern antiquities, and repr. ON. *run, pi. 
runar, runir secret or hidden lore, runes, 
magical signs (Sw. runa, Da. rune) = OE. run 
mystery, runic letter, secret consultation, OS., 
OHG., Goth, runa (cf. round1). So runic xvn. - 
modL runicus. 

rung stick of rounded form used as a rail, etc. 
OE.; stave of a ladder xiii. OE hrung = MLG 
range (Du. rong), OHG. runga, Goth, hrugga. 

runnel small stream, xvi. Later form (by assim 
to run) of rinel, OE. rynel(e), rinnele, f. run-, rin-, 
base of run; see -el'. 

runt (dial.) old tree-stump xvi; small breed of 
cattle; uncouth, ill-conditioned, or dwarfish per¬ 
son xvii; stout variety of domestic pigeon; small 
pig xix. of unkn. orig. 

rupee monetary unit of India, xvn. - Urdu 
rupiyah Skr. rdpya- wrought silver. 

rupture breach xv; abdominal hernia xvi; 

break xvii. - F. rupture or L. ruptura, f. pp. stem 

of rumpere break; see reave, -ure. 

rural xv. - (O)F. rural or late L. ruralis, f. rus, 
rur- the country; see -al1 . 

Ruritania imaginary kingdom of Central Eu¬ 
rope in Anthony Hope’s novels The Prisoner of 
Zenda (1894) and Rupert of Hentzau (1898); 
transf. petty state, esp. as a scene of court 
romance and intrigue xix. f. L. rus, rur- 
country + -tania, of Lusitania, etc. Hence Ru¬ 
ritanian xix. 

ruse fdetour, doubling in the track xv; trick, 
dodge xvii. - (O)F., f. ruser drive back; of uncert. 
orig. 

rush' marsh or waterside plant. OE. rysc(e). 
corr. to MLG., MHG. (Du., G.) rusch. OE. ryscie), 
with the vars. rescue), risc(e), *rex(e), rix(e), sur¬ 
viving dial, in resh, risk, rex, rix, and corr. to 
MLG., MDu. risch, etc., point to a Gmc. series 
*ra$k- *resk- *rusk-, with poss. further con¬ 
nections in L. restis, Skr. rajju- rope. 

rush1 tforce out of place, move with force or 
speed; also intr. xiv. - AN. russher, var. of OF. 
rus(s)er (see ruse). 

rusk (piece of) bread re-fired so as to be hard 
and crisp xvi. - Sp., Pg. rosea twist, coil, twisted 
roll of bread, of unkn. orig. 

russet coarse woollen cloth of reddish-brown or 
other subfusc colour xiii; adj. reddish-brown xiv 
(hence sb. russet colour xvi; russet apple 
xviii). - AN., var. of OF. ro(u)sset, dim. f. rous 
(mod. roux)L. russus (rel. to red); see -et. 

rust brownish coating formed on iron and steel 
by oxidation. OE. rust = OS., (O)HG. rost, 
(M)Du. roest, rel. to red. Hence vb. xiii. rusty 
(-Y1) OE. rustig. 

rustic pert, to the country xv; sb. countryman, 
peasant xvi. - L. rusticus, f. rus country. So rus¬ 
ticate ( ate*) retire to the country xvn; trans. 
xviii. f. pp. stem of L. rusticari live in the 
country, rustication xvii. - L. rusticHy xvi. - 
F. or L. 

rustle give forth a succession of light crisp 
sounds xiv; (U.S. colloq.) move about vigorously 
xix. of imit. orig. 

rut' sexual excitement of male deer, etc. xv. - 
(O)F. rut, iruit rutting (time), tbellowing (of 
stags) Rom. *rugitus, for L. rugitus, f. rugire 
roar, f. *ru-, of imit. orig. 

rut1 track made in soft ground, xvi (early forms 
also ro(o)te, rupt). prob. - OF. rote, early form of 
ROUTE. 

ruth (arch.) pity. xn. f. rue1. Survives in gen. 
use in ruthless xiv. 

ruthenium (chem) metal of the platinum 
group, discovered 1828, being first observed in 
platinum ores in the Ural mountains xix. f. 
medL. Ruthenia Russia; see -ium 

-ry suffix, reduced form of -ery used chiefly after 
an unstressed syll. ending in d, t, l, n, or sh, 
and rarely after vocalic els.; exx. of the types 
are: heraldry, dentistry, devilry, yeomanry, 
Englishry, Jewry, in a few words -ry and -ery are 
alternative, e g.jewel(le)ry. 

rye OE. ryge = ON. rugr Gmc. Vujiz (cf. 
*ro33an-, *ru33n- in OS. roggo (Du. rogge, 
rog), OHG. rokko), cf. Lith. rugys, OS1. ruzi 
(Russ. rozh ). Hence rye-grass A. for earlier 
ray-grass (xvii), grass of the genus Lolium 
(tray darnel xiv, of unkn. orig ); B. wild rye. 
XVIII. 

ryot Indian peasant, xvii (riat). - Urdu raiyat 
- Arab, ra'iya(t) flock, herd, subjects, f. ra'a 
graze. 



s 
-S repr. OE. g. sg, -es of many m. and n. sbs., 
written ’s, as boy’s, horse’s, lady’s, with ex¬ 
tension to certain pis., as men's-, special cases 
are its use (1) as a euphem. repr. of God's in 
oaths, as ’sblood (xvi), 'sdeath (xvn), 'swounds 
(xvi; see zounds); (2) in the terminal el. -sman, 
the extensive use of which, as in craftsman, 
kinsman, spokesman, sportsman, tradesman, is 
a generalization of the combination found in 
OE. steoresmann steersman, tunesmann towns¬ 

man. 

Identical with the inflexion of the g. sg. is the 
-s surviving in certain adv. forms, as always, 
needs, nowadays, -wards, -ways-, the use is ex¬ 
emplified by such OE. advs. as dseges by day, 
sodes in truth, truly, pances voluntarily. There 
were also OE. advs. compounded with to to and 
a genitive, as togegnes against, tomiddes amidst, 
by the side of which were synon. ongegn again, 

onmiddan amid; hence there arose in ME. mixed 
forms such as a3eines, amiddes, and -<e)s became 
generalized, as in -wards, -ways. In once, twice, 
thrice, hence, thence, whence, since, the suffix has 
been otherwise spelt in order to avoid the 
suggestion of pronunc. with z which is as¬ 
sociated with -ns, viz. nz. In against, amidst, 

amongst there is a parasitic t. 
In the disjunctive prons. hers, ours, theirs, 

yours (ME. hires, etc.) the -s is presumably ana¬ 
logical after his. 

Sabaoth in phr. Lord (God) of S. in Eng. N T. 
(Rom. 9: 29, Jas. 5: 4) and Te Deum. xiv. - L. 
Sabaoth (Vulg.) - Gr. Sabadth (LXX and N T.) - 
Heb. pbdoth, pi of $abd army, host. 

Sabbatarian pert, to the observance of the 
Sabbath (Saturday); sb. observer of the Lord’s 
Day as a Sabbath (7th day of the week), xvn. f. 
late L. sabbatarius Jew, f. sabbatum, see next, 
-ARLAN. 

Sabbath seventh day of the week observed by 
Jews as a day of rest OE.; the Lord’s Day, 
Sunday xvi; midnight meeting of demons and 
witches xvii. OE. sabat - L. sabbatum and (O)F. 
sabbat, tsabat - Gr. sdbbaton - Heb. sabbath, f. 
sdbath rest. The sp. with th and the consequent 
pronunc. are due to learned assoc, with the Heb. 
form. 

sabbatical pert, to the Sabbath; pert, to the 
seventh year prescribed by Mosaic law to be 
observed as a Sabbath xvi; hence of an aca 
demical year of absence from duty xix. f. late 
L. sabbaticus - Gr. sabbatikos, f. sdbbaton, see 
prec., -ical. 

sable* (fur of) a small carnivore, xv. - OF. sable 
sable fur - medL. sabelum, ult. of Balto-Sl. orig. 
(cf. Lith. sbbalas, Russ, sobol'). 

sable’ black colour (spec, in her ); black cloth¬ 
ing xiv; adj. xv. - OF.; gen. presumed to be 
identical with prec., but sable fur is brown, 

sabot wooden shoe made of a single piece of 
wood. xvii. - F., of unkn. orig. So sabotage sb. 

xx. - F., f. saboter clatter with shoes, execute 
badly, destroy (tools, etc ), 

sabre, U S. saber cavalry sword with curved 
blade, xvii. - F. sabre, unexpl. alt. of sable - G. 
sabel, local var. of sd.bel, earlier tschabel - Pol. 
szabla or Hung, szdblya. 

sac bag-like cavity, xvm. - F. sac or L. saccus 
sack*. See also sack4. 

saccharine sugary, xvii. f. medL. saccharum 
sugar + -ine*. So saccharin (also -ine) sweet 
substance obtained from coal tar xix. - G. 
Hence saccharimeter polariscope for testing 
sugars, xix. - F. saccharimetre. saccharometer 
hydrometer for testing the amount of sugar, 
xvm. f. saccharo- comb, form of Gr. sdkkharon 
SUGAR. 

sacerdotal xrv. - (O)F. sacerdotal or L. sacer¬ 
dotal is. f. sacerdds, -dot- priest *sakrodhots 
‘offering sacrifices’, f. *sakro- sacred (cf. L. 
sacra sacrifices) + *dho- make, do'; see -al*. 

sachet small perfumed bag; dry perfume in 
packet form. xix. - (O)F., dim. of sac sack'; see 
-et. 

sack' large oblong bag open at one end. OE. 
sacc - L. saccus bag, sack, sackcloth (whence 
(O)F. sac. It. sacco), corr. to Gr. sdkkos pack¬ 
ing-material, of Sem. orig. Comp, sackcloth 
coarse textile fabric, esp. as a material for peni¬ 
tential garb. xiv. Hence sack vb.' A. put into a 
sack xrv; B. dismiss, discharge xix. In A, partly 
after medL. saccare or MDu. sac ken, etc.; in B, f. 
phr. give (a person) the sack (xix), which has 
analogues in F. donner son sac a quelqu’un, 
(M)Du. iemand den zak geven, and in F. vb. 
sacquer. 

sack’ gen. name for a class of white wines from 
Spain and the Canaries, xvi. orig. (wyne) seek - 

F. vin sec dry wine (see sec); perh. orig. applied 
to dry wines of the sherry class, but later 
extended to others. The alt. of seek to sack is 
unexpl. 

sack’ plundering, xvi. - F. sac - It. sacco. Hence 
sack vb.* plunder xvi. 

sack4, also sac, (pseudo-F.) sacque loose 
gown for women xvi; loose-fitting coat xix. prob. 
orig. a use of sack’, later assoc, with F. sac. 

sackbut bass trumpet with a slide, xvi. - F. 
saquebute, earlier -boute, bot(t)e (xv), recorded 
earlier in the sense of a hooked lance for pulling 
a man off his horse, £. saquer, var. of OF. sachier 
pull; the second el. is obscure, 

sacrament any of certain sacred rites of the 
Christian Church xu; spec, the S., the Eucharist, 
Holy Communion xui; (arch.) sacred or solemn 
pledge xrv. ME. sacrement (also sacra-, by assim. 
to L.) - (O)F. sacrement - L. sacramentum sol¬ 
emn engagement, caution-money deposited in a 
suit, military oath, (in ChrL.) used to render Gr. 
musttrion mystery', f. sacrare hallow, con¬ 
secrate, f. sacer sacred; see ment. So sac¬ 
ramental adj. xrv; sb. rite analogous to a 
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sacrament xvi. - OF. or late L. sacramen- 
tarian xvi. f. modL. sacrdmentdrius, applied to 
those denying the Real Presence, sacrarium 
sanctuary of a church, xvm. - eccl. use of L. 
sacrarium place in which sacred objects were 
kept, sacred consecrated, dedicated to xrv; dedi¬ 
cated to a religious purpose xv; reverenced as 
holy, secured against violation xvi. orig. pp. (see 
-ed') of tsacre consecrate - (O)F. sacrer - L. sa- 
erdre consecrate, dedicate to a divinity, f. sacer, 
sacr- consecrated, holy, rel. to sanctus sacred 
(see saint), sacrifice offering of a slaughtered 
animal, etc. to a deity; that which is so offered 
xoi; Jesus Christ’s offering of himself xrv; 
applied to the Eucharist; gen. (so self-s.) xvi. - 
(O)F. - L. sacrificium; see -pic; hence vb. xm. 
sacrificial xvn. sacrilege violation of a 
sacred person or thing, prop, theft of a sacred 
object xiii; profanation xrv. - (O)F. sacrilege - L. 
sacrilegium, f. sacr i leg us one who steals sacred 
things, f. sacer, sacri- + legere take possession of; 
hence sacrilegious xvi. sacring (hist.) con¬ 
secration of the Eucharist, xni. f. fsacre 
consecrate + -ing'; hence sacring-beli xrv. 
sacrist one having charge of sacred vessels, etc. 
xvi. - (O)F. sacriste, or medL. sacr is ta. sac¬ 
ristan xrv. - medL. sacristdnus. sacristy re¬ 
pository in a church for sacred objects, xvn. - F. 
sacristie. It. sacrestia or medL. sacristia. sacro- 
used as comb, form (see -o ) of sacrum in anat. 
terms, xix. sacrosanct secured by religious 
sanction, xvn. - L. sacrosanctus, f. sacr6, abl. of 
sacrum sacred rite, sb. use of n. of sacer+ 
sanctus sacred (see saint), sacrum (anat.) low¬ 
est bone of the spine, xvm. Short for late L. os 
sacrum, tr. Gr. hieron osteon 'sacred bone’. 

sad A. tsated, weary OE.; fsteadfast, firm; 
tgrave, serious; sorrowful xrv; deplorably dis¬ 
appointing or bad xvn. B. fsolid, dense xiii (cf. 
sad-iron, solid flat-iron); dark-coloured xvi; (of 
bread, etc.) that has not ‘risen’ xvn. OE. saed = 
OS. sad (Du. zat), OHG. sat (G. satt), ON. sadr, 
Goth, saps Gmc. *sa6az IE. *satos, pp. for¬ 
mation (see -ed') on a base repr. also by Gr. 
datos (:- *nsotds) insatiate, L. sat, satis enough, 
satur sated, OIr. sathech satiated, Lith sotus 
satisfying. Hence sadden ( ens) (dial.) make 
solid xvi; make sorrowful xvii. 

saddle sb. OE. sadol, -ul = MDu. sadel (Du. 
zadel, zaal), OHG. satal, -ul (G. satte[), ON. 
SQdullGmc *sadulaz, perh. ult. to be referred 
to IE. *sed- sit, which is repr. in the parallel 
formations Goth, sitls seat (see settle1), L. sella 
(:- *sedld), Gr. helld seat, OS1. sediilo saddle 
Hence vb. OE. sadolian. 

Sadducee member of one of the three Jewish 
sects (the others being Pharisees and Essenes) 
of the time of Christ OE. sad(d)uceas, ME. sadu- 
ceis. saduce{e)s, later Sadduces, pi.; - late L. Sad- 
ducaeus - late Gr. Saddoukaios, f. late Heb 
$adduki, prob. f. personal name $adduk, $adhok 
Zadok (2 Sam. 8: 17 etc.), the high priest of 
David’s time from whom the priesthood of the 
Captivity and later periods claimed to be 
descended. 

sadism xix. - F. sadisme, f. name of the Count 
(usu. called Marquis) de Sade (1740-1814), in¬ 

famous for his crimes and the character of his 
writings; see -ism. Hence sadist, sadistic xix 

safe' free from hurt or damage xm; free from 
danger, secure xrv ME. saiff, sqf - (O)F sauf 
(AN. sdf)L. salvos uninjured, entire, healthy, 
rel. to Gr. holes, Skr sdrva-, W. holl whole. 
Comp, safeguard xv (sauf garde: also saue 
warde xrv). - AN. salve garde, (O)F. sauve garde. 

safe* receptacle for safe keeping, xv. orig. save, 
f. save'; later assirn. to prec. 

safety xm (‘salvation’) ME. sauvete - (O)F. sau 
vete medL. salvitds, -tat, f. salvus unharmed. 
See safe1, ty*. 

safflower (dried petals of) the plant Carthamus 
tinctorius xvi (samfloure). - Du. saffioer or G. 
safflor - OF. saffleur - It. tsaffiore, of unkn. orig.; 
infl. by assoc, with saffron and flower. 

saffron (orange-red product of) the plant Cro¬ 
cus sativus xiii; autumn crocus xv. ME. saffran, 
safron - (O)F. safran - Arab, zafardn. 

sag subside xv; hang loose xvi; (naut.) drift xvn. 
Corr. in foihn to Norw. dial, sagga walk slowly 
and heavily, in sense to MLG. sac ken, Du. zak- 
ken, Norw. dial, sakka subside, Da. sakke lag 
behind, drop astern; perh ult. of W.Scand. orig. 
and adopted in Du., LG. and Eng. first in 
nautical use. Hence sb. movement to leeward 
xvi; subsidence xix. 

saga medieval Norse narrative in prose, xvin. - 
ON. (Icel.) saga saw*. 

sagacious tof acute perception, esp. of smell; 
gifted with mental discernment, xvn. f. L. sagdx, 
sagdc-, f. *sdg-, repr. also by L. sdgire discern 
acutely; see seek, -ious. So sagacity xvi. - F 
or L. 

sage1 plant of the genus Salvia, xrv. ME. sauge - 
(O)F. L. salvia ‘the healing plant’, f. salvus 
uninjured (safe1). 

sage* wise xm; sb. man of profound wisdom 

xrv. - (Q)F. Galio-Rom. *sapius, f. sapere be 
wise (cf. sapient). 

saggar in ceramics, protecting case of fire-proof 
clay, xvm perh. a reduction of safeguard. 

Sagittarius zodiacal constellation, xrv. - L. 
Sagittarius archer, f. sagitta arrow; see -ary. 

sago xvi (sagu; later sagow, sagoe, in xvm, after 
Du., sago). - (orig. through Pg.) Malay sagu. 

sahib title used by natives of India in ad¬ 
dressing an Englishman or European, xvii. - 
Urdu use of Arab. $ahib companion, friend, lord, 
master. 

sail piece of canvas, etc. fastened to a mast, etc. 
to catch the wind OE.; similar arrangement at¬ 
tached to the arms of a windmill xv. OE seg(e)l 

■■= OS. segel (Du. zeil), OHG. segal, -il (G. segel), 
ON. seglGmc. *se^lam, of unkn orig. So sail 
vb. OE. segl(i)an. sailor xvi. In earliest use 
sayler (see -er1); later alt., by assim. to agent- 
nouns in -or1 (e g tailor), to distinguish the 
designation of a regular calling from the un¬ 
specialized form. 

sainfoin herb Onobrychis viciaefolia, also 
lucerne, Medicago sativa. xvii. Early forms 
saintfoin, St. Foine - F isaintfoin (mod sain¬ 
foin) orig. lucerne - modL sanctum foenum ‘holy 
hay', alt. of sanum foenum 'wholesome hay’, 
which was based on L. herba medico ‘healing 
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plant’, itself erron. alt. of herba Medico, Gr. Me- 
dikSpoa ‘Median grass’. 

saint holy (prefixed to a name, now regarded as 
the sb. used attrib ); sb. canonized person; one 
of the elect of God xrv; person of great holiness 
5vi. OE. sanct, superseded (xn) by seint{e), 
sa(i)nt (before a name with initial cons., sein, 
sayri) - OF. seint, (also mod.) saint, fern, seinte, 
sainte, prefixed occas. tsainL. sanctus sacred, 
holy, prop. pp. of sancire (see sanction), used 
sb. in the Vulg., e g. Ps. 29: 5. Hence saintly 
(-LY1) XVII. 

sake1 fstrife, contention (in OE. also, legal suit); 
tguilt OE.; tcharge, ground of accusation xii; 

surviving in phr for the sake of xiii (prob. mod¬ 
elled on ON ). OE. sacu = OS. saka (Du. zaak), 
OHG. sahha (G. sac he), ON. SQk Gmc. *sako, 
f. *sak-, repr. also by OE. sacan quarrel, claim 
at law, accuse, OS. sakan accuse, OHG. sahhan 
strive, quarrel, rebuke, OE. seed, Goth, sakjo 
strife; rel. to seek. 

sake3 fermented liquor made from rice, xvii (sa- 

que). - Jap. 
sake S' large falcon, Falco sacer xiv (sacre, sag re), 
old form of cannon xvi. - (O)F. sacre - Arab. 
$akr, identified with L. sacer sacred. 

saki S. Amer. monkey, xvm. - F., of Tupi orig. 
salaam Oriental salutation, ceremonious 
obeisance accompanying this. xvn. - Arab. 
saldm (in full (as)saidm alaikum peace be unto 
you) = Heb. saldm peace. Hence vb. xvii. 

salacious xvii. f. L. salax, salac-, f. base of 
salire leap; see -ious. 

salad xv. - (O)F. salade - Pr. salada Rom. 
*saldia, sb. use of pp. fem. of *salare salt, f. L. 
sal SALT. 

salamander lizard-like animal supposed to 
live in fire xrv; tailed amphibian; poker used 
red-hot xvii. - (O)F. salamandre - L. sala- 
mandra - Gr. salamdndrb 

sal-ammoniac ammonium chloride, xiv 
(salarmoniak). - L. sal ammoniacus, medL. sal 
armoniacum, see salt, ammoniac. 

salary xiv. - AN. salarie - (O)F. salaire - L. 
solarium orig. money allowed to Roman 
soldiers for the purchase of salt, (hence) pay, 
stipend, sb. use of saldrius, f. sal salt; see -ary. 

sale act of selling. Late OE. sola - ON., f. base of 
Gmc. *saljan sell. Hence sal(e)able, salesman 
(-S) XVI. 

saleratus (U S.) impure sodium bicarbonate 
used in baking-powders, xix. - modL. sal der- 
atus ‘aerated salt’. 

salicional (mus.) reedy organ stop. xix. - G., f. 
L. salix, salic- willow, sallow’. Also salicet 
xix.-G. 

salicyl (chem.) diatomic radical of salicylic 
acid. xix. - F. salicyle, f. L. salix, salic- sallow’; 

see -YL. 

salient leaping (first in her.) xvi; jetting 
forward, pointing outward xvii; prominent 
xviii; sb. salient part or angle xix. - L. saliens, 
-ent-, prp. of salire leap; see -ent. S. point fthe 
heart as it first appears in an embryo, (hence) 
first beginning, starting point (xvii), tr. modL. 
punctum saliens, the source of which is Aris¬ 
totle’s ‘Historia Animalium’ vi iii. 

saline pert, to salt xv; sb. salt lake, etc.; saline 
purge xix. - medL. salinum, f. L. sal salt; see 
-INE’. 

saliva xvn. - L. saliva. So salivary xvm. - L. 
salivarius. salivate ( ate*) xvn. f. pp. stem of L. 
salivdre. salivation xvi. - F. or late L. 

sallender (now only pi.) dry scab on a horse’s 
hock, xvi (selander). of unkn. orig., but with a 
remarkable formal parallel in malanders. 

sallet, salade globular headpiece in medieval 
armour, xv. - F. salade - Pr. salada. It. celata, 
or Sp. celada - Rom. *caelata, sb. use of fem. pp. 
of L. ceeldre engrave, f. caelum chisel, 

sallow’ willow. OE. (Angl.) salh (repr. directly 
by dial, saugh, tsalfe xrv) Gmc. *salxaz, rel. 
to OHG. salaha and ON. selja, and outside Gmc. 
to L. salix, Gr. helike, OIr. sail. The form sallow 
(ME. salwe) descends from OE. inflexional salg-. 

sallow3 of a sickly or brownish yellow. OE. salu 
dusky, dark = MDu. salu, discoloured, dirty, 
OHG. salo dark-coloured, ON. SQlr yellow 
Gmc. *salwa-. 

sally sortie from a besieged place xvi; sudden 
start or outburst xvn; sprightly remark xviii. - 
(O)F. saillie, sb. use of fem. pp. of saillir issue 
forth, refash, of OF. salir leapL. salire. Hence 
vb. xvi. 

Sally Lunn kind of tea-cake, xviii. Said to be 
so named after a woman who made and cried 
them in Bath. 

salmagundi dish of chopped meat with 
condiments, xvii. - F. salmigondis, f-gondin, of 
unkn. orig. 

salmi ragout of game. xvm. shortening of F. 
salmigondis; see prec. 

salmon large fish of the genus Salmo. xiii 

(sa(l)moun). - AN. sa(u)moun, (O)F. saumon 
L. salmo, salmon-, rel. to salar trout or young 

salmon. 

salon large reception room. xvm. - F.; see next, 
saloon large apartment for assemblies, etc. 
xvm; large cabin or railway carriage; (U.S.) 
drinking bar xix. - F. salon - It. salone, augm. 
of sala - Rom. *sala hall - Gmc. *salaz, *saliz, 
repr. by OE. seel, OHG. sal (G. saal) and OE. sele, 
OS. seli, OHG. sali, seli, ON, salr; see -oon. 

Salopian pert, to Shropshire, xviii. f. Salop, 
alternative name of Shropshire, evolved from 
Salopesberia (xi) and Salopescire (xi), AN. alt. 
of ME. forms of OE. Scrobbesbyrig Shrewsbury 
and Scrobbesbyrigscir Shropshire; see -ian. 

salpiglossis herbaceous garden-plant, xix. 
modL., irreg. f. Gr. sdlpigx trumpet +glossa ton¬ 
gue; so named from its trumpet-shaped corolla, 

salsify purple goatsbeard, Tragopogon porri- 
folius. xviii. - F. salsifis - It. fsalsefica (mod. 
sassefrica); of unkn. orig. 

salt substance (sodium chloride) prepared as 
a condiment OE.; (old chem.) solid non- 
inflammable substance having a taste xrv; 
(mod. chem.) compound formed by an acid 
with a basic radical xviii. OE. s(e)alt = OS. salt 
(Du. zout), (O)HG. salz, ON., Goth, saltGmc. 
*saltam, sb. use of adj. *saltaz (see below), 
extension of IE. *sal-, repr. by L. sal, sal-, Gr. 
hdls, OS1. sail, Latv. sals, OIr. salann. So salt 
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adj. OE. s(e)alt. salt vb. OE. s(e)altan. Hence 
salty (-Y1) xv. 

saltation leaping, dancing, xvn. - L. saltatio, 
-on-, f. saltare dance, frequent, of satire leap; see 
-ation. So saltatory xvn. - L. saltdtorius, hence 
saltatorial xvm. 

saltcellar xv. f. salt + saler, sel(t)er - AN. 
*saler(e), OF. sal([)iere (mod. saliere), also salier 
saltcellar; Rom, f. L. sal salt. The sp. was assim. 
to cellar. 

saltern (hist.) salt-works. OE. sealtzern, t. sealt 
salt + a?rn dwelling, building, house, 

saltigrade (zool.) spider having legs developed 
for leaping, xrx. - modL. Saltigradae pi., f. L. 
saltus leap+gradi step. 

saltimbanco mountebank, xvn. - It., f. saltare 
leap -r in on + banco bench, 

saltire (her.) ordinary in the form of a St 
Andrew’s cross X. xrv. Early forms sawturoure, 
sawtire, later saltier, -ire - OF. saut(e)our, -ouer, 
sau(l)toir stirrup cord (perh. forming a deltoid 
figure when in use), stile with cross-pieces, sal¬ 
tire medL. sanatorium, sb use of n. of sal 
tatorius saltatory. 

saltpetre potassium nitrate, nitre, xvi. alt., by 
assim. to salt, of fsalpetre (xrv) - (O)F. salpetre - 
medL. salpetra, prob. for *sal petrse ‘salt of rock’ 
(the substance being so named because it occurs 
as an incrustation on stones), 

salubrious xvi. f. L. salubris, f. salus health; 
see next and -ious. So salubrity xv. - L. 

salutary conducive to wellbeing xv; conducive 
to health xvn. - (O)F salutaire or L. salutaris, 
f. salus, salut- health, welfare, greeting, salu¬ 
tation, rel. to salvus safe'; see -ary. So salu¬ 

tation greeting in words, xiv. - (O)F salutation 
or L. salutatio, on-, f. salutare, whence salute 

greet xiv, (mil. and naval) xvi. salute sb. xiv. 
partly - (O)F. salut, partly f. the Eng. vb. 

salvage payment to persons who have saved a 
ship or its cargo; action of saving a ship, etc.; 
property salved xvii. - (O)F. - medL. salvagium, 
f. L. salvare save'; see -age. Hence, by back- 
formation, salve vb.2 save from loss at sea or 
by fire. xvm. salvor ( or1), tsalver xvn. 

salvation saving of the soul xm; preservation, 
means of this xiv. ME. sa(u)vacioun, sale- - OF. 
sauvacion, salv- (mod salvation) - late L. sal- 
vatio, -on-, f. salvare save1; see -ation. 

salve healing ointment. OE. salf, sealfle) = OS. 
salba (Du. zalf), OHG. salba (G. salbe) Gmc. 
*salbo; cf. Skr. sarpi clarified butter, Gr. elpos 
oil. So salve vb.' fanoint OE.; heal, remedy xm; 
soothe (irritation, an uneasy conscience) xix 
(partly by assoc, with fsalve clear up, explain - 
L. salvare). OE. s{e)alfian = OS. salbon (Du. 
zalven), OHG. salbon (G. salben), Goth, salbon. 

salver xvn. f. F. salve tray for presenting ob 
jects to the king, or its source Sp. salva ffore- 
tasting or assaying of food or drink, tray on 
which assayed food was placed, f. salvar save', 

render safe, assay; the ending -er is due to assoc, 
with platter. 

salvia genus of plants, including sage, xix 
modL. use of L. salvia, sage’. 

salvo' saving clause; dishonest mental res¬ 
ervation xvn; expedient for saving one’s repu¬ 

tation or soothing one’s conscience, etc. xvm. - 
L. salvo, abl. of n. of salvus uninjured, intact, 
safe1, occurring as the first word of medL. law 
phr. such as salvo jure (abl. of L. jus right) with¬ 
out prejudice to the right of; cf. save*. 

salvo* simultaneous discharge of firearms, esp. 
as a salute, xvn. repl. earlier (xvi) tsalve and 
occas. fsalva, by substitution of -o for -a; ult. - 
It. salva. 

sal volatile aromatic solution of ammonium 
carbonate, xvn. - modL. sal volatile-, see salt, 

VOLATILE. 

sambo half-breed, mostly between Negro and 
Indian, xvm. - Sp. zambo (also in Eng. use xix), 
identified with zambo bandy-legged; perh. not 
the same word as sambo nickname for a negro 
(xix). 

Sam Browne officer’s belt introduced by Gen¬ 
eral Samuel J. Browne (1824-1901) xx. 

same not different, identical, xn. - ON. sami m . 
sama fern., n. = OHG., Goth, sama Gmc. adj. 
*saman-, f. IE. *som-, whence also Skr. sama 
level, equal, same, Gr. homos, OIr. som same; 
the vars. *sem- *som- *som- of the base are seen 
in L. similis similar, seem, and some. 

samite (hist.) rich silk fabric, xm - OF. samit, 
ult. - medL. examitum - medGr. hexamiton, f. 
Gr. hexa- + mitos thread; the ref. to sixth thread 
is variously explained. 

samlet young salmon, xvii. alt. of earlier 

samonet (xvi; f. salmon + -et) by assoc with 

-LET. 

samovar Russian tea urn. xix. - Russ, samo¬ 
var, f. samo- self- + stem of varit' boil. 

Samoyed one of a Siberian Mongol people xvii; 

(also -ede) breed of dog xix. - Russ, samoed, prob. 
f. Lapp. Norw. 

sampan small Chinese boat. xvii. Chinese san- 
pan, f. san three, pan board, 

samphire cliff plant, xvi (samp{i)ere). - F. 
(herbe de) Saint Pierre ‘St. Peter’s herb’, 

sample fillustrative or confirmatory fact, etc.; 
fexample, warning xm; specimen of material or 
goods xv. Aphetic - AN. assample, var. of OF. 
essample example. Hence vb. xvi 

sampler fexample, pattern xm; beginner’s 
exercise in embroidery done on canvas xvi. 
Aphetic - OF essamplaire, var. of essemplaire 
exemplar. 

Samson’s post (post1) fkind of mousetrap 
having a triangular pillar xvi; (naut.) strong pil¬ 
lar or stanchion xvm. prob. with allusion to 
Judges 16: 29 (‘And Samson took hold of the two 
middle pillars ...’). 

sanatorium establishment for the treatment 
of invalids; room for the sick. xix. - modL. sand 
torium, f. pp. stem of L. sanare heal, f. sanus 
healthy, sane; see -ate*, -orium. 

sanbenito (under the Sp. Inquisition) penitent 
heretic’s garment, xvi. - Sp. sambenito, f. San 
Benito St. Benedict; so called ironically from its 
resemblance in shape to the Benedictine 
scapular. 

sanctify fconsecrate, hallow xiv; make holy 
xv. In earliest use seintifie - OF. saintifier, later 
influenced by sanctifier - ChrL. sanctificare, f. 
L. sanctus holy (see saint). So sanctification 
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xvi. - ChrL. sanctificatio, -6n-. sanctimonious 
tholy, sacred; affecting sanctity, xvn. f. L. 
sanctimonia sanctity (whence sanctimony 
tsanctity xvi; affected holiness xvn). sanction 
flaw, decree xvi; (leg.) penalty exacted to com¬ 
pel obedience; clause of a law prescribing this; 
motive, etc involved therein; binding force xvn; 
influential encouragement xvm. - F. sanction 
authoritative approval of a law, penalty pre¬ 
scribed in an enactment; (gen.) approval - L. 
sanctid, -on- act of establishing as inviolable 
under a penalty, clause decreeing a penalty, f. 
sanct-, pp. stem of sancire render inviolable, de¬ 
cree, forbid under penalty, f. var (with nasal 
infix) of base of sacer sacred; hence vb. xvm. 
sanctity holiness xrv; sacredness xvii. partly 
(in forms sauntite, saintite) - OF. sain(c)tite 
(mod. saintete); partly immed. - L. sanctitds. 
sanctuary building for religious worship; part 
of a church immediately surrounding the altar; 
sacred place giving immunity from arrest; also 
fig. xiv. - AN. sanctuarie, (O)F. sanctuaire - L. 
sanctudrium. sanctum holy place of the Jewish 
tabernacle xvi; short for sanctum sanctorum in 
the second sense xix. - L., n. sg. of sanctus. sanc¬ 
tum sanctorum Holy of Holies of the Jewish 
temple xrv; person’s private retreat xvm. - L., 
n. sg. and n. g. pi. of sanctus, tr. (= LXX ton 
hag ion ton hag ion) of Heb. kddes hakkoddsim 
holy of holies, sanctus the ‘angelic hymn’ (see 
Isa. 6: 3), beginning Sanctus sanctus sanctus 
Holy, holy, holy, which concludes the preface to 
the Eucharistic canon, xrv. - L. 

sand OE. sand = OS. sand, OHG. sant (Du. 
zand, G. sand), ON. sandrGmc. *sandam, -az, 
rel. to Gr. hd mat has, L. sabulum sand. Hence 
sandy ( y1) OE. sandig. 

sandal' covering for the sole of the foot xrv; 
half-shoe for ceremonial wear xv. - L. san- 
dalium - Gr. sandalion, dim. of sandalon 
wooden shoe, prob. of Asiatic orig. 

sandal1 scented wood of species of Santalum. 
xrv. - medL. sandalum-, ult. - Skr. candana-. 

sandarac A. realgar xvi; B. resin of a N.W. Afr. 
tree; tC. bee-bread xvn. - L. sandaraca - Gr. 
sandardk(h)e, of Asiatic orig.; the connection 
between the senses is not clear, 

sand-blind (arch, and dial.) half-blind, pur¬ 
blind. xv. repr. ult. OE. *samblind, f. sam- half- 
(shortening ofWGmc. *sdmi-IE. *semi- semi ) 
+ bund; assim. to sand. 

Sanders sandalwood, xiv. - OF. tsandre, var. 
of sandal, (also mod.) santal - medL. sandalum 
sandal1. 

sandiver scum rising through glass in a state 
of fusion, xrv (saundyuer). - F. suint de verre 
(xvn), i.e. suint exudation from wool, de of, verre 
glass; presumably assim. to sand. 

sandwich article of food consisting of two 
slices of bread with meat, etc. between them, 
xvm. f. name of John Montagu. 4th Earl of Sand¬ 
wich (1718-1792), for whom it was said to have 
been invented so that he might not leave the 
gaming-table. 

sane sound in mind xvii; fhealthy in body 
xvm. - L. sdnus. So sanity fbodily health xv; 
mental soundness xvii. - L. sanitas. 

sang-froid xvm. - F., ‘cold blood’, 
s an grail, -greal holy grail, xv. - OF. saint 
graal, see saint, grail*. The sp. has been infl. 
by assoc, with OF. sang real royal blood, 

sanguinary bloody; bloodthirsty, xvn. - L. 
sanguinarius, f sanguis, sanguin- blood; see 
-ary. So sanguine blood-red xiv; pert, to the 
physiological complexion in which blood pre¬ 
dominates over the other humours; disposed to 
hopefulness xvi. - (O)F. sanguin, fern, -ine - L. 
sanguineus (whence sanguineous xvi). 

sanhedrin, -im highest court and supreme 
council of the Jews at Jerusalem, xvi. - late Heb. 
sanhedrin - Gr. sunedrion council, f. siin to¬ 
gether (syn-) + hedra seat (see sit). The common 
incorrect form in -im seems to be due to the 
notion that the orig. -in was the Aram. pi. suffix 
equiv. to Heb. -im. 

sanicle umbelliferous plant of the genus San- 
icula. xv. - OF. - medL. sanicula, -ulum, perh. 
f. L. sdnus healthy (sane), with ref. to the plant’s 
reputed healing powers, 

sanies xvi. - L. sanies. 
sanitary pert, to health or to sanitation, xix. - 
F. sanitaire, f. L. sanitas health, f. sdnus healthy 
(sane); see -ary. Hence (irreg.) sanitation xix. 

sanity see sane. 

sans (arch., chiefly after Sh. ‘As You Like It’ ii 

vii 166) without, xm. ME. san(s), saun(z) - OF. 
san(z), (also mod.) sans, earlier sen(s) Rom. 
*sene, for L. sine. 

sansculotte in the French Revolution, a re¬ 
publican of the poorer classes in Paris, xvm. - 
F., f. sans without + culotte knee-breeches; usu. 
taken to mean lit. ‘one who wears trousers (pan¬ 
talon), not knee-breeches’, 

sanserif printing type without serifs, xix. prob. 
f. sans+serif. 

Santa Claus imaginary person who brings 
presents for children on Christmas Eve. xvm 
(St. A Claus), xix (Santiclaus). orig. U.S. - Du. 
dial. Sante Klaas (Du. Sint Klaas), i.e. sant, sint 
saint, Klaas, abbrev. of Nicolaas Nicholas 
(patron of children). 

sap' vital juice of plants OE.; sap wood, albur¬ 
num xv. OE. seep, corr. to (M)LG., (M)Du. sap, 
OHG. saf (G. soft), prob. repr. Gmc. *sap(p)am, 
and rel. to ON. safi\ cf. L. sapa must boiled until 
it is thick. Hence sapling young tree xv; young 
person xvi. 

sap* fundermining a defence; construction of 
covered trenches to approach a besieged place 
xvi; trench so constructed xvn. Early forms 
zappe, sappe - It. zappa and the derived F. 
tsappe, fzappe (now sape) spade, spadework. 
Hence sap vb. dig a sap xvi; undermine xvn; 
weaken insidiously (assoc, with sap', as if 
‘drain the sap from’) xvm. - F. saper, \sapper - 
It. zappare. 

sap* (colloq.) simpleton xix. Short for sapskull 
(xvm) skull of sapwood’. 

sapajou S. Amer. monkey, xvn. - F., said to be 
a Cayenne word. 

sapan, sappan dye-wood obtained from the 
genus Caesalpinia. xvi. - Du. sapan - Malay 
sepang. 

sapid savoury, palatable; having a taste, xvn. - 
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L. sapid us, f. sapere have a taste; see next and 
-id'. 

sapient (now usu. iron.) wise. xv. - OF. sapient 
or L. sapiens, -ent-, prp. of sapere Have a taste, be 
sensible or wise, rel. to OS. afsebbian perceive, 
notice, OHG. intsgffen notice, taste, OE. sefa 
mind, understanding, OS. sebo, ON. sefi\ see 
-ent So sapience xrv. - OF. - L. sapientia. 
sapiential fpert. to wisdom xv; pert, to the ‘wis¬ 
dom’ books of the Bible xvi. - F. sapiential or 
ChrL. sapientialis. 

sapodilla (fruit of) an evergreen tropical 
Amer. tree. xvn. - Sp. zapotillo, dim. of zapote - 
Nahuatl tzdpotl. 

saponaceous soapy, xvm. f. modL. sdpon- 
aceus, f. L. sdpo, on- soap; see -aceous. 

sapor taste, xv. - L. sapor, f. sapere have a taste; 
see SAPIENT. 

Sapphic pert, to Sappho or metres used by 
her; also sb. pi. verses in Sapphic metre, xvi. - 
F. saphique, tsapphique - L. Sapphicus - Gr. 
Sapphikds. f. SapphS, name of the poetess (c. 
600 b.c.) of Lesbos, Greece; see -ic. 

sapphire xm. ME. saphir, safir - OF. safir 
(mod. saphir) - L. sapphirus, also sapp(h)ir - 
Gr. sbppheiros (prob.) lapis lazuli, prob. of Sem. 
orig. 

sapro- comb, form of Gr. sapros putrid, rel. to 
sipein rot (see septic) used in some techn. terms, 
the earliest of which is saprophagous living on 
decomposing matter xrx. 

saraband (music for) a slow and stately 
Spanish dance, xvn. - F. sarabande - Sp., It. 
zarabanda, of unkn. orig. 

Saracen name of nomadic peoples of the Syro 
Arabian desert, (hence) Arab, Moslem; fpagan, 
infidel, xm. - OF. Sarir)azin, -cin (mod. Sar- 
rasin) - late L. Saracenus - late Gr. Sarabends, 
perh. f. Arab, sarki eastern, f. sark sunrise, east, 

sarcasm cutting expression or remark, sar¬ 
castic language, xvi (in L. form), xvn. - F. sar- 
casme or late L. sarcasmos - late Gr. sarkasmos, 
f. sarkdzein tear flesh, gnash the teeth, speak 
bitterly, f. sarx, sark- flesh. So sarcastic xvn. - 
F. sarcastique. 

sarcenet see sarsenet. 

sarco- comb, form of Gr. sarx, sark- flesh, sar¬ 
coma ffleshy excrescence xvn; kind of tumour 
xix. - modL. sarcoma - Gr. sarkoma, f. sarkoun 
become fleshy; see -oma. 

sarcophagus stone reputed by the ancient 
Greeks to consume corpses and hence used for 
coffins xvn; stone coffin xvm. - L. - Gr. sarko- 
phagos, sb. use of adj. f. sarx, sark- flesh+ 
-phagos -eating, -phagous. 

sard variety of cornelian, xrv. - F. sarde or L. 
sarda sardius. 

sardelle fish resembling the sardine, xvi. - It. 
sardella, dim of sarda L. - Gr. sarde. 

sardine' precious stone of Rev. 4:3. xiv. - late L. 
sardinus - Gr. sdrdinos, var. reading for sdrdios 
SARDIUS. 

sardine* small fish of the herring family, xv 
(-eyrie). -JO)F. sardine, corr. to It. sardina - L. 
sardina, cf. late Gr. sardine, -tne, sardinos, and 
L. sarda, Gr. sarda-, prob. connected with the 
name of the island Sardinia. 

sardius precious stone, sard. xrv. - late L. - Gr. 
sdrdios, prob. f. Sardd Sardinia, 

sardonic (of laughter) marked by bitterness or 
scorn, xvii. - F. sardonique, alt. of fsardonien, 
f. L. sardonius - late Gr. Sardonios Sardinian, 
which was substituted for sardanios as an epi¬ 
thet for scornful laughter, from the notion that 
the word orig. referred to the effects of eating a 
Sardinian plant said to produce facial con¬ 
vulsions resembling horrible laughter; see -ic. 

sardonyx variety of onyx. xrv. - L. - Gr. sar 
donux, presumably f. sdrdios sardius + onux 
ONYX. 

sargasso seaweed found floating in the Gulf 
Stream and esp. in the S. Sea (bounded by the 
Azores, the Canaries, and the Cape Verde is¬ 
lands). xvi. - Pg. sargaqo, of unkn. orig. 

sari, saree xvxn (saurry). - Hindi sar hi, sdfi. 
sark (dial.) shirt, chemise, xm. ME. (north.) 
serk - ON. serkr Gmc. *sarkiz, f. base repr. 
also by OE. serce, syrrie). Hence sark vb. clothe 
with a sark; (in building) cover (a roof) with 
planks, xv. 

sarmentose (bot.) producing slender prostrate 
branches or runners, xvm. - L. sarmentosus, f. 
sarmentum (chiefly pi.) twigs lopped off, brush¬ 
wood, f. sarpere prune, lop; see -mbnt, -ose1. So 
sarmentous xvm. 

sarong Malay garment wrapped round the 
waist, xix. - Malay, (prop.) sheath, quiver, 

sarsaparilla (dried roots of) tropical Amer. 
smilax. xvi. - Sp. zarzaparrilla. f. zarza 
bramble. 

sar sen large boulder, xvn Earlier in Saracen's 
and Sarsdon stones, Sarsdens, and supposed to 

be identical with Saracen. 

sarsenet, sarcenet soft fine silk material. 

xv. - AN. sarzinett, perh. dim. of sarzin 
Saracen; see -et. 

sartorial xix. f. L. sartor tailor, f. pp. stem of 
sarcire patch, botch; see -ial. 

sash1 ft urban xvi; scarf worn round the body 
xvii. orig. shash - Arab, sds muslin, turban. 

sash1 window-frame fitted with glass, xvii. First 
in pi. shashes, var. of cbosses, used as pi. of 
chassis - OF. chassis (mod. chassis) frame, 
framework (chassis). 

sasine (Sc. law) giving possession of feudal 
property, xvn. var, of seisin, after law-L. sasina. 

sassaby large S. Afr. antelope, xix. - Tswana 
tsessebe, -dbi. 

sassafras small tree native to N. America. 
xvi. - Sp. sasafrds or Pg. sassafraz, of unkn. 
orig. 

Sassenach xvm. - Gael. Sasunnoch = Ir. 
Sasanach, f. Sasan- - L. Saxones Saxons. 

Satan the Devil. OE. - late L. Satan (Vulg.) - 
Gr. Satdn - Heb. sdfan adversary, plotter, f. 
sa(an oppose, plot against. Hence satanic xvii, 
satanical, Satanism, -1st xvi. 

satchel small bag. xrv. - OF. sachet L. sac- 
cellus, dim. of saccus sack’; see -el1. 

sate satisfy to the full. xvn. prob. alt. of dial. 
sade (OE. sadian, rel. to seed satiated, sad), by 
assoc, with satiate. 

sateen cotton or woollen stuff with satiny sur¬ 

face. xix. alt. of satin; see -een'. 
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satellite A. attendant on an important person 
xvi (rare before xvm); B. heavenly body re¬ 
volving round a planet xvn. - (O)F. satellite or 
L. sate lies, satellite 

satiate fsatisfy xvi; surfeit, glut xvn. f. pp. stem 
of L. satidre, f. satis enough (see sad), after 
tsatiate pp. (xv) - L. satidtus, see -ate*’*. So 
satiety xvi (sacietie). - (O)F. saciete (mod. sati- 
ete) - L. satietas, -tat-. 

satin xiv. - (O)F - Arab, zaituni, pert, to the 
city Tseutung (Tsinkiang) in China, 

satire poetical (or prose) work in which vices 
or follies are ridiculed, xvi. - (O)F. satire or L 
satira, later form of satura (in earliest use) verse 
composition treating of a variety of subjects, 
spec, application of the sense ‘medley’. So 
satiric(al) xvi. - F. or late L. satirize xvn. - F 
satiriser. Hence satirist xvi. 

satisfaction performance by a penitent of acts 
enjoined by his confessor xni: payment in full 
of a debt, etc.; atonement made by Jesus Christ 
for sin; action of gratifying to the full xrv; re 
lease from uncertainty xvi. - (O)F. - L. satis- 
foetid, -on-, f. pp. stem of satisfacere (whence, 
through OF. satisfier, satisfy xv), f. satis 
enough (cf. sad); see -faction, -fy. 

satrap governor of a province in ancient 
Persia, xrv. - (O)F. satrape or L. satrapa, sat 
rapes - Gr. satrdpes, also exatrdpes, of Iranian 
orig.; cf. OPers. xsctqapdvan- satrap, f. xsa^a 
(:- *xsa0ra-) Kingdom + pd- protect. So satrapy 
(-Y*) XVII. 

saturate fsatisfy, satiate xvi; cause to combine 

with the utmost quantity of another substance 

xvn; soak thoroughly xvui. f. pp. stem of L. 
saturare, f. satur full, satiated; see sad, -ate*. So 
saturation xvi. - late L. 

Saturday seventh day of the week. OE 
Saetern(es)daeg, Sxterdseg, corr. to MLG. 
sater{s)dach, MDu. saterdach (Du. zaterdag), 
tr. of L. Sdturni dies day of (the planet) Saturn. 

Saturn Italic god of agriculture OE.; (astron.) 
one of the primary planets xiv (in OE. Sxternes 
steorra)-, f(alch ) lead. - L. Saturnus, poss. of 
Etruscan orig. So Saturnalia festival of Saturn 
marked by unrestrained revelry xvi (transf. 
xvm). - L., sb. use of n. pi. of Saturnalis, see 
-al'. Saturnian ancient Roman metre, xvi. sat¬ 
urnine (-iNE1) bom under Saturn, (hence) of 
cold and gloomy temperament, xv. - F. satur- 
nin - medL. *saturninus. 

satyr woodland god or demon, half man half 
beast, of lustful propensities, xiv. - (O)F. satyre 
or L. satyrus - Gr. saturos. So satyric epithet of 
the Gr. drama in which the chorus were habited 
as satyrs, xvn. - L. - Gr. 

sauce liquid preparation taken as a relish with 
articles of food xiv; piquant addition xvi; (prob 
from saucy) fimpudent person xvi; impudence 
xix. - (O)F. sauce Rom. *salsa, sb. use of fern 
of L. salsus salted. Hence sauce vb. season xv; 
fbelabour, rebuke xvi; address impertinently 
xix. saucy ( y‘) fsavoury; insolent towards su 
periors xvi; (of a ship or boat) frashly venturous 
xvi, smart xix. 

saucer freceptacle for condiments at a meal 

xrv; shallow circular dish xvii; esp. one to sup 

port a cup xvm. - OF. saussierie) (mod. sauciere) 
sauce-boat, f. sauce sauce. 

sauerkraut xvn (sower crawt). - G., f. sauer 
sour + kraut vegetable, cabbage, 

saunter tmuse xv; fwander aimlessly xvn; 
walk leisurely, stroll xvm. of uncert orig. 

saurian pert, to reptiles of the order Sauria 
(crocodiles and large extinct lizard-like ani¬ 
mals). xv. f. modL. Sauria, f. Gr. saura, sauros 
lizard; see -lan. 

sausage xv. ME. sausige - ONF. saussiche (var. 
of OF. salsice, mod. saucisse)medL. salsicia, 
n. pi. of salsicius, f. salsus salted (see salt). 

saute fried in a pan, being tossed from time to 
time. xix. - F., pp. of sauter leap L. saltare, 
used trans. in causative sense. 

sauteme(s) wine of the district of Sauternes, 
near Bordeaux, France, xvm. 

savage that is in a state of nature xm; of wild 
or unrestrained behaviour xv; uncivilized xvi; 
furiously angry xix; sb. xvi. ME. sa(u)vage - 
(O)F. sauvage (AN. also savage) Rom. *sal- 
vdticus, for L. silvaticus woodland-, wild, f. silva 
wood, forest; see -age. Hence savagery xvi. 

savanna(h) treeless plain, esp. of tropical 
America, xvi (zavanna; hardly naturalized be 
fore late xvn). - Sp. \qavdna (mod. sabana), of 
Taino orig. 

savant man of learning, xvm. - F., sb. use of 
orig. prp. of savoir know Rom. *sapere, for L. 
sapere. 

save' make or keep safe xm; preserve from 
damnation; reserve, lay aside xrv; avoid or 
enable to avoid xvn. ME. sauve, sa{l)ve - AN. 
sa(u)ver, OF. salver, (also mod.) sauver late L. 
salvare save, f. L. salvus safe*. 

save* (arch.) with the exception of xm. ME. sapf 
and sauve - OF. sauf (m.) and sauve (fern.), orig. 
varying with the gender of the accompanying 
sb. (now invariable, sauf)L. salvo and salva, 
abl. sg. of m. or n. and fern, of salvus safe1, as 
used in absolute constructions such as salvo 
jure, salva innocentia without violation of right, 
of innocence, (hence) without injury or preju¬ 
dice to, with reserve of. The later exclusive use 
of the form save is prob due to the identification 
of the word with the imper. of save'. 

saveloy xix. alt. of F. tcervelat, (also mod.) -as 
- It. cervellata, f. cervello brains; cf. -ate*. 

savin(e) kind of juniper, xrv. - OF. savine (repl. 
by latinized sabine)L. (herba) Sabina ‘Sabine 
(plant)’. 

saving (arch.) except, save. xiv. prob. f. save*. 

saviour, U S. savior one who saves, spec, the 
Redeemer, xm. ME. sauve(o)ur - OF. sauveour 
(mod. sauveur)ChrL. salvdtor, -tor-, f. salvare 
SAVE1. 

savory herb of the genus Satureia. xrv. ME. 
saverey, perh. repr. OE. saeberie - L. satureia 
fern. sg. and n. pi. 

savour, U.S. savor taste; tsmell, aroma, xm. - 
OF. savour (mod. saveur) L. sapor, sapor- 
taste, occas. smell, f. sapere taste; see sapient, 

our*. So savour vb. have a taste xm; relish, 
like xrv. - (O)F. savourer late L. sapordre. 

savoury pleasant to the taste xm; appetizing 
xrv; fragrant (now chiefly in unsavoury) xvi; 
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stimulating to the palate (also sb.) xvn. ME. 
savure, later savori - OF. savoure sapid, fra¬ 
grant. f. savour (see prec.) + -e -ate1; the ending 
was assim. to -y\ 

savoy S. cole, cabbage xvi; S. biscuit xvra. - F. 
Savoie, name of a region of S.E. France, 

savvy know. xvin. Negro and Pidgin Eng., repr. 
the first word of Sp. sabe usted you know 
(saber Rom. *sapere, for L. sapere know; see 
sapient). Hence sb. practical sense, nous xvm. 

saw1 cutting tool with teeth. OE. *sagu (in obi. 
cases sage), also saga = MLG., MDu. sage (Du. 
zaag), OHG. saga, ON. spg Gmc. *sajo, 
*sajan-; cf. OHG. sega (G. sage), MDu. seghe, rel. 
to OE. seax knife, OS., OHG. sabs *saxsam, 
f. IE. *sok- *sek- cut. Hence saw vb. xm (pp. 
isahet)\ orig. with wk. conj., but str. forms 
appear xv (occas. pt. suwe, sew, pp. sawen, mod. 
sawn). 

saw* fsaying OE.; maxim, proverb xm. OE. 
sagu = MLG., MDu. sage, OHG. saga (G. sage), 
ON. saga Gmc. *sa3d, *sa3dn, f. base of 
*sa3jan say'. 

sawder (colloq.) soft s. blarney, flattery, xix. fig. 

use of var. of solder 

sawney (colloq.) nickname for a Scotchman; 
simpleton, xvn. Sc. var. of Sandy (xv), pet-form 
of the proper name Alexander, see -Y8. The con¬ 
nection of the two senses is doubtful, 

sawyer one who saws timber, xrv. ME. sawier, 
alt. of tsawer (f. saw' vb. + -er'), with assim. of 
the ending to F. -ier -er*. 

Saxe derived from Saxony, as S. china, xix. - F. 
Saxe - G. Sachsen Saxony, 

saxhorn brass musical instrument, xrx. f. 
name of Charles Joseph Sax (1791-1865) + horn. 

So saxophone, invented about 1840 by his son 
Antoine Joseph, known as Adolphe; see -o-. 

saxifrage plant of the genus Saxifraga. xv. - 
(O)F. saxifrage or late L. saxifraga, f. saxum 
rock + frag-, base of frangere break. The name 
was prob. given because many species are found 
growing among stones and in the clefts of rocks. 

Saxon one of a Germanic people, of which one 
portion took part in the Anglo-Saxon invasions 
of Britain, while the other, the Old Saxons, re 
mained in Germany, xm. - (O)F. Saxon - L. 
Saxo, on- - WGmc. *Saxan- (OE. pi. Seaxan, 
Seaxe, OHG. pi. Sahso, G. Sachse), perh. f. 
*saysam knife (see saw1), as the name of the 
characteristic weapon of the people, 

saxophone see saxhorn. 

say1 pt. and pp. said. OE. secgan = OS. seggian 
(Du. zeggen), OHG. sagen (G. sagen), ON. segja 
:-Gmc.*sa3janand*sa3xjan,thelE.base*soQ-*seq 
is repr. also by OS1. sociti, Lith. sakyti, OL. (im- 
per.) insece, inquam (:- *insquam) 1 say, Gr. (im- 
per.) ennepe, OW. hepp says, OIr. aithesc answer. 
OE. inf. secgan, 1 pres. ind. sedge, pi. secgad, 

etc., are repr. normally by ME. seggein), etc. 
These began to be repl. in xn and were finally 
ousted by forms derived from OE. saeg-, seg-, of 
2 (and 3) pres, ind., viz. saeg{e)st, seg{e)st (saeg(e)d, 
seg(e)d), pt. saegdesaid, pp. ssegd. Hence sb. xvi. 

say2 (hist.) serge-like cloth, xm. - (O)F. saie L. 
saga, coll. pi. (used as sg.) of sagum coarse wool¬ 
len blanket, military cloak, cloth covering. 
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scab A. fskin disease xm; cutaneous disease in 
beasts; crust formed over a wound xrv; B. low 
scurvy fellow xvi; non-unionist xix. - ON. 
*skabbr (OSw skabber, Sw. skabb, (O)Da. skab) 
= OE. sceabb (see shabby). The application to 
persons may have been due partly to MDu. 
schabbe slut, scold. Hence scabby (-y‘) xvi. 

scabbard sheath of sword, etc. xm. ME. 
sca(u)berc, later scaberge, scaubert, scaubard, 
aphetic - AN. *escauberc, pi. escaubers, -erz, -erge, 
prob. - comp, of OHG. scala shell (see scale') 

or scar, scara scissors, occas. sword + *ber3- 
protect. 

scabious plant of the genus Scabiosa (formerly 
of repute for the cure of skin diseases), xrv. - 
medL. scabiosa, fern, of scabidsus, f. L. scabies 
roughness, itch, f. scabere scratch, scrape; see 
shave, -ious. 

scabrous rough with minute points xvn; fig. 
harsh xvi. - f. L. scaber, scabr . f. scab-, see prec., 
-ous. 

scaffold raised platform or stage xrv; (for the 
execution of criminals) xvi. ME. scaffot, 
scaffold - AN. *scaffaut, OF. (e)schaffaut, 
mod. echafaud, earlier escadafaut Rom. 
*excatafalcum, f. ex-' + *catafalcum, see cata¬ 

falque. Hence scaffolding xrv. 
scald' burn with hot liquor; (dial.) burn. xm. ME. 
sc(h)alde, aphetic - AN., ONF. escalder, OF. 
esc holder (mod. echauder) L. excaldare wash 
in hot water, f. ex-' + L. cal{i)dus hot, rel. to 
calere be warm. Hence sb. xvn. 

scald2 see skald. 

scale'tdrinking-bowl xm; pan of a balance xrv; 
sg. and pi. weighing instrument xv. - ON. skal 
bowl, pi. weighing-scales = OHG. scala (G. 
schale)Gmc. *skzlo, rel. to *skalo, whence OE. 
scealu shell, husk, drinking-cup, weighing scale, 
OS. skaia cup (Du. school), OHG. scala shell, 
husk (G. schale). Hence vb. weigh xvn. 

scale2 thin horny plate on the skin of animals 
xrv; lamina of skin, etc. xv; (after F. ecaille) metal 
plate worn as an epaulette xix. Aphetic - OF. 
escale (mod. ecale husk, chip of stone) - Gmc. 
*skalo (see scale1), rel. to *skaljo, whence Rom. 
(medL.) sea lia (OF. escaille, mod. ecaille 
fish-scale, oyster-shell). Hence scale vb. remove 
scales from. xv. scaly ( y1) xvi. 

scale3 A. fladder xv; B. (mus.) series of 
graduated sounds xvi; C. set of graduations for 
measuring distances xrv (rare before xvi); gradu¬ 
ated instrument; D. relative dimension, standard 
of measurement xvii. - L. scala usu. pi. steps, 
staircase, (sg., late) ladder, f. base of scandere 
climb. 

scale4 climb, mount, xrv. - OF. escaler or medL. 
scalare, f. L. scala scale2. 

scalene (of a triangle) having three unequal 
sides, xvm. - late L. scalenus - Gr. skalends 
uneven, unequal, scalene, rel. to skolids oblique, 
crooked, skelos leg, L. scelus wickedness, crime, 
OE. sceolh wry, oblique. 

scallion shallot, onion, xrv. - AN. scal(o)un = 
OF. escalo(i)gne Rom. *escaloma, for L. As- 
calonia shallot, f. Ascalo (Gr. Askalon) Ascalon, 
a port in S. Palestine. 

scallop, scollop kind of shellfish; shell of 
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this, esp. as a pilgrim's badge xrv; formation 
resembling the edge of a scallop-shell xvn. 
Aphetic - OF. escalope, app. of Gmc. orig. 

scallywag (si.) disreputable fellow, xrx (orig. 
U S.), of unkn. orig. 

scalp (dial.) top of the head, skull xm; in¬ 
tegument of this xvn. north. ME. scalp, prob. of 
Scand. orig., but the Eng senses are not found 
in any Scand. or other Gmc. lang.; cf. ON. skalpr 
sheath (Da. dial, skalp shell, husk), MLG. 
schulpe, MDu. schelpe (Du. schelp) shell. Hence 
vb. remove the scalp of. xvn. 

scalpel small light knife for surgical operations. 
xviii. - F. scalpel or L. scalpellum, -us, dim. of 
scalper, scalprum, cutting tool, chisel, knife, f. 
base of scalpere scratch, carve; see -el1. 

scam its on y gum-resin obtained from Con¬ 
volvulus scammonia. xv. - OF. escamonie, sea- 
monee (mod. scammonee) or L. scammonea, -ia 
(also -eum, -ium) - Gr. skammonia, -dnion. 

scamp' idle about mischievously xvi; commit 
highway robbery xvm. prob. - MDu. schampen 
slip away, decamp - OF. esdh)amper Rom. *ex- 
campdre, f. ex-' +campus field (see camp). Hence 
scamp sb. thighway robber or robbery xviii; 
ne’er-do-well, waster xrx. 

scamp1 do negligently or hurriedly, xix. perh. 

identical with prec., but allied in sense to skimp. 

scamper fdecamp; run nimbly, xvn. prob. 

frequent, f. scamp1 + -er4. 

scan analyse the metre of xrv; fcriticize. test; 
examine or consider closely; finterpret; fdiscem 
xvi; look at searchingly xvm. - L. scandere (pp. 
scansus) climb, (late) ‘measure’ (verses), with al¬ 
lusion to raising and lowering the foot to mark 
rhythm; cf. next. The var. iscand was pre¬ 
sumably the earlier, though not so shown by the 
evidence, and was apprehended as pp., from 
which an inf. scan was deduced. So scansion 
XVII. 

scandal discredit to religion caused by a reli¬ 
gious person; occasion of unbelief, stumbling- 
block; damage to reputation; grossly 
discreditable thing; defamatory speech, xvi. - F. 
scandale - ChrL. scandalum (Vulg.) cause of 
offence - Hellenistic Gr. skandalon snare for an 
enemy, cause of moral stumbling, ong. trap, rel. 
to Skr. skdndati jumps, L. scandere climb. So 
scandalize' tmake public scandal of xv; fbe an 
occasion of stumbling to; slander; disgrace xvi; 
horrify by impropriety xvu. - (O)F. scandaliser 
or ChrL. scandalizare - ecclGr. skandalizein. 
scandalous xvi. - F. or medL 

scandalize1 (naut.) reduce the area of (a sail), 
xix alt. of tscantelize shorten (xvu), f. fscantle (f. 
SCANT) -f -IZE 

scansorial pert, to climbing, that climbs, xix f. 
L. scansorius, f. scans-, pp stem of scandere 
climb; see -orial. 

scant stinted in measure; tparsimonious xiv; 
limited m extent or amount xvi. - ON. skamt, n 
of skammr short, brief. Superseded largely by 
scanty (-y') xvi. 

scantling measured size; small or scanty am¬ 
ount; fpattern xvi; small piece of wood, etc. xvn. 
alt., by assoc, with -ling', of tscantlon gauge 
(xm), dimension (xrv), sample (xv), aphetic - OF. 

scarf 

escantillon (mod. echantillon sample), alt. of 
eschandillon, f. medL *scandalium, -ilium, f. L. 
scandere climb. 

scape1, ’scape vb. and sb. (obs. or arch.) Aphe¬ 
tic of escape, xm. Hence (from the vb.) scape¬ 
goat (xvi), intended to render the supposed 
literal meaning of Heb. azdzel (Lev 16: 8, 10, 26) 
‘the goote on which the lotte fell to scape’ (so 
Vulg. caper emissarius): the correct interpre¬ 
tation is prob. ‘goat for Azazel’ (a demon of the 
desert), scapegrace incorrigible scamp (‘one 
who escapes the grace of God’) xrx 

scape1 (bot.) long flower-stalk rising from the 
root. xvu. - L. scapus, Gr skapos, rel. to Gr. skep- 
tron SCEPTRE. 

scaphoid boat-shaped, xvm. - modL. sca- 
pholdes - Gr. skaphoeidh, f. skdphos boat; see 
-OID. 

scapular monastic garment covering the 
shoulders, xv. - late L. scapuldre, f. late L. 
scapula shoulder (anat. in Eng. use xvi), earlier 
pi. -a?; see -ar. So scapulary xm (scapelori). - 

AN. *scapelorie, var. of OF. eschapeloyre (xn) - 
medL. scapelorium, scapularium\ assim. to -ary. 

scar1 frock, crag xrv; precipice xvn; sunken rock 
xvm. ME. skerre, scarre, - ON. sker low reef, 
SKERRY. 

scar1 trace of a healed wound, xrv. Aphetic - OF. 
escih}arre, eschar e - late L. eschar a scab - Gr. 
eskhdra hearth, brazier, scab. Hence vb. xvi. 

scarab beetle xvi; gem cut in the form of a beetle 
xix. - L. scarabxus; cf. Gr. kdrabos stag beetle, 

scaramouch stock character of Italian farce, 
cowardly or foolish boaster constantly cudgelled 
by Harlequin; rascal, scamp, xvn. Early forms 
Scaramuzza, -moucha, -muchio - It. Scara- 
muccia, joc. use of scaramuccia skirmish; hence 
F. Scaramouche, source of the present form, 

scarce fscanty xm; fniggardly; deficient in 
quantity or number xrv. - AN., ONF. scars, 
aphetic of escars, OF. eschars (mod. echars) (of 
coin) below standard value, (of wind) slight 
Rom. *excarpsus plucked out, pp. of *excarpere, 
for L. excerpere select out, excerpt. Hence 
scarcely ( ly1) fscantily, sparingly; only just, 
not quite, xm. scarcity xm. - ONF. escarcete, 
OF. eschar- (mod. echarsete). 

scare terrify, xii. ME. skerre, later skere, 
ska(y)re (xv), scar\r)e (xvi) - ON. skirra frighten, 
(also) avoid, prevent, refl. shrink from (cf. Norw. 
skjerra, Sw. dial, skjarra scare), f. skjarr shy, 
timid. Hence scarecrow xvi. 

scarf1 joint for connecting two timbers into a 
continuous piece, xrv. orig. naut.; prob. - OF. 
*escarf (mod. ecart), f. *escarver (mod. ecarver), 
perh. f. an ON. base repr. by Sw. skarf, Norw. 
skarv piece to lengthen a board or a garment, 
joint or seam effecting this; the ult. orig. remains 
obscure. Hence vb. xvn. 

scarf2 broad band of stuff as an article of clothing 
xvi; (her.) xvii. prob. alt. (by assoc, with prec.) of 
scarp, which is recorded from xvi in the heraldic 
sense of a diminutive bend sinister. - ONF 
escarpe - OF. escherpe (mod. echarpe), prob. 
identical with OF. escreppe scrip1, comp, scarf- 
skin outer layer of the skin. xvn. 
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scarify make incisions or scratches in. xv. - 
(0)F. scarifier - late L. scarificdre, alt. of L. 
scarifare - Gr. skariphdsthai scratch an outline, 
sketch lightly, f. skariphos pencil, stilus; see -ify 
So scarification xrv (rare before xvi). - 
(O)F. or late L. 

scarious dry and shrivelled, xix. - F. scarieux 
or modL. scariosus. 

scarlatina scarlet fever, xix - modL. - It. scar 
lattina, fern, of scarlattino, dim. of scarlatto 
SCARLET. 

scarlet sb. trich cloth, of various colours, freq. 
bright-red xm; bright vivid red colour xv; adj 
xrv. Aphetic - OF. escarlate fern. (mod. ecarlate)\ 
of unkn orig. 

scarp (fortif.) steep bank or wall xvi; steep slope 
xix. - It. scarpa. Hence vb. xix. 

scarus parrot-fish. xvn. - L. - Gr. skaros. 
scathe (arch., dial.) injury, damage, xm. - ON. 
skadi - OE. sceada malefactor, (rarely) injury', 
OS. skado malefactor, OHG. skado (G. schade) in 
jury, harm Gmc. *skajxin-, f. *skat>-, whence 
also Goth, skc&is harm, skafrjan iryure. So vb. 
iryure xn; wither, sear xix. - ON. skada = OE 
sceadian, OS. scadon, OHG. skadon (Du., G. 
schaden)Gmc. *skat>ojan. The sb. survives in 
gen. literary use in the comp, scatheless (xn; - 
ON. skadlauss), the vb. in scathing ( ing*) (poet.) 
blasting, searing xvin; fig. as of invective xix; 
unscathed (ed1) uninjured xrv (orig. Sc.), 

scatology xix. f. Gr. skdr, skato- dung-i- 
-(o)logy. 

scatter tsquander, dissipate; disperse in many 
directions, xm (skatere). prob. var. of shatter 
under Scand. influence. 

scaup-duck duck of the genus Aythya xvn. f. 

scaup bank providing a bed for shellfish. Sc. var. 

of scalp (xvi) bare piece of rock above water, 

perh. transf. use of scalp. 

scaur (Sc.) precipitous bank, cliff, xix. var. of 
SCAR1. 

scavage (hist.) toll formerly levied in London on 
merchant strangers, xv. - AN. scawage = 
ONF. escauwage, f. escauwer inspect - Flem. 
scauwen = OE. sceawian see (show). 

scavenger tofficer who took scavage’ and 
(later) kept the streets clean; person employed to 
clean streets xvi. alt. of scavager - AN. scawager, 
f. scawage, see prec. and -er‘. Hence by back- 
formation scavenge vb. xvn. 

scazon (pros.) choliamb. xvu. - L. scazon - Gr 
skdzdn, sb. use of m. prp. of skazein limp, halt, 

scenario outline of the plot of a play. xix. - It., f. 
scena scene; anglicized as j see nary xvn. 

scend see send*. 
scene apparatus for setting forth the action of a 
play; division of an act of a play; place of an ac¬ 
tion; tstage performance xvi; fstage of a theatre; 
view of an action, place, etc.; episode, situation in 
real life xvii; stormy encounter xvm. - L. scena, 
scaena stage, scene - Gr. skeM tent, stage, scene, 
rel. to skid shadow. So scenery tdramatic action; 
decoration of a theatre stage; aggregate of fea¬ 
tures in a landscape, xvm. alt. of tscenary (see 
scenario) by assim. of the ending to -ery. scenic 

xvii. - L. scenicus - Gr. skenikos. scenicaJ xv. 

scent track (animals) by the smell; fexhale an 
odour xrv; (from the sb.) perfume xvn. ME. 
sende) - (O)F. sentir feel, perceive, smell L. 
sentlre feel, perceive. Hence scent sb. odour of 
beast or man as a means of pursuit xrv; sense of 
smell; distinctive odour xv. The unexpl. sp. scent 
appears xvn. 

sceptic, U S. skeptic one who doubts, xvi. - F. 
sceptique or L. scepticus, in sb pi. sceptici fol 
lowers of the Greek philosopher Pyrrho of Elis - 
Gr skeptikos, sb. pi. skeptikoi, f. skeptesthai look 
about, consider, observe. The pronunc. has been 
infl. by Gr. Hence sceptical, scepticism xvn. 

sceptre, U.S. scepter rod or wand as a symbol 
of regal or imperial authority, xm. ME. ceptre, 
septre (with later assim. to L. and Gr.) - OF 
ceptre, (also mod.) sceptre - L. seep tram - Gr. skep- 
tron, f. skdptein prop. 

schedule tticket, label xrv; fexplanatory slip ac¬ 
companying a document xv; appendix to an act 
of parliament; classified statement or list xvi. 
ME. cedule, sedule - (O)F. cedule - late L. scedula 
small slip of paper, dim. of sceda, also scheda leaf 
of papyrus; see -ule. 

scheme tfigure of rhetoric xvi; tdiagram; ana¬ 
lytical or tabular statement; plan, design xvu. - 
L. schema - Gr. schema form, figure. Hence vb. 
xvm. So schematic xvm. - modL. schematic us, 
f. schema-, schemat-. schematism xvn. 

scherzando (mus.) playfully, xix. - It., gerund 
of scherzare play, sport, f. scherzo sport, jest, 
(mus.) lively movement - (M)HG. scherz. 

schism breach of the unity of the visible Church 
xrv; offence of promoting this xv; sect so formed 
xvi. ME. s(c)isme - OF. s(c)isme (mod. schisme) - 
ecclL. schisma - Gr. skhisma rent, cleft, in N.T. 
division in the Church, f. base of skhizein split, 
cleave. The sp. was assim. xvi to the L. form. So 
schismatic xrv (sb.) - (O)F. - ecclL. - ecclGr. 
schismatical xvi. 

schist (geol.) fissile crystalline rock. xvui. - F. 
schiste - L. schistos - Gr. skhistos, pp. adj. f. base 
of skhizein split. Hence schistose xvm 

schizo- comb, form irreg. repr. Gr. skhizein split, 
schizophrenia (path.) ‘split mind’, condition 
characterized by cleavage of mental functions, 
xx (Gr. phrtn mind; see -la'); hence schizo¬ 
phrenic adj. and sb. xx. 

schnap(p)s spirit resembling Hollands gin. 
xix. - G. schnap(p)s dram of drink, liquor (esp. 
gin) - LG., Du. snaps gulp, mouthful, f. snappen 
seize, snatch (see snap). 

schnauzer German breed of house dog. xix. - 
G., f. schnauze snout, 

schnorkel see snorkel. 
scholar pupil in a school; one devoted to learn¬ 
ing, learned person xrv; student receiving emolu¬ 
ment from a school, etc. xvi. ME. scoler, aphetic - 
OF. esco!(i)er (mod. ecolier) - late L. scholaris, f. 
L. schola school; see -ar. Hence scholarly ( ly1) 
xvii, scholarship xvi. 

scholastic pert, to the schoolmen xvi; pert, to 
education in schools xvn; characteristic of ‘the 
schools’, pedantic xvm; sb schoolman xvii. - 
L. scholasticus - Gr skholastikos studious, 
learned, sb. scholar, f. skholdzein be at leisure, 
devote one's leisure to learning, f. skholf 
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leisure; see school*, -ic. So scholastic*! xvi (in 
all senses earlier). Hence scholasticism xvm. 

scholium, pi. -ia explanatory note, comment, 
xvi. - modL - Gr. skholion, f. skholi learned dis 
cussion (see school1). So scholiast com¬ 
mentator. xvi. - late Gr. skholiast&s. 

school* place or establishment for instruction; 
body of teachers of a subject in a university. OE. 
seal, scolu, corr. to MLG., MDu. schole (Du. 
school), OHG scuola (G. schule)\ Gmc. - medL 
scola, for L. schola - Gr. skhol# leisure, em¬ 
ployment of leisure in disputation, lecture, 
Oater) school; reinforced in ME. by aphetic - OF. 
escole (mod. ecole) - Rom. * sco la Hence vb. xvi. 
schoolman (cf. OE. scolmann learner) in 
medieval universities, one who treated of logic, 
metaphysics, and theology, xvi. 

school1 shoal of fish, etc. xrv. - MLG , MDu. 
schole (Du. school) troop, multitude, spec, 
‘school' of whales = OS. sco la, OE. scolu troop, 

schooner small sea going fore-and-aft-rigged 
vessel, xvm (skooner, seooner). of uncert. orig. 

schorl (min.) (black) tourmaline, xvm - G 
schorl, of unkn. orig. 

schottische dance resembling the polka, xrx. - 
G. (der) schottische (tanz) the Scottish dance, 

sciagraphy projection of shadows, delineation 
of light and shade, xvi (sciographie). - F. scia-, 
sciographie - L. scia-, sciographia - Gr. skid-, ski 
agraphia., f. skid shadow; see -graphy. 

sciatic pert, to or affecting the hip. xvi. - (O)F. 
sciatique - late L. sciaticus, alt. of ischiaticus, 
for L. ischiadic us (after -aticus -atic) - Gr. 
iskhiadikos, f. iskhion hip-joint, pi. iskhia 
haunches, hams. So sciatica xv (cyetica, 
sytyca). - late L. 

science knowledge, esp. of a technical kind, 
xrv. - OF. - L. scientia, f. scient-, prp. stem of scire 
know; see -ence. So scientific concerned with 
science or the sciences xvi; (of proof, etc.) de¬ 
monstrative xvn; pert, to science xvm. - (O)F. 
scientifique or late L. scientificus. Hence scien¬ 

tist XIX. 
scilicet, abbrev. scil., sc. that is to say, to wit. 
xrv. - L., contr. of scire licet ‘it is permitted to 
know’. 

scilla liliaceous plant of the genus Scilla. xix. - 
L. - Gr skilla. 

scimitar short curved one-edged sword, xvi. 
Introduced in various forms (cimiterie, cemitere, 
cymitare, scimitar) repr. F. cimeterre, cimiterre. 
It. scimitarra, feimitara, Sp., Pg. cimitarra, 
Pers. $im$ir. 

scintilla minute particle, xvii. - L., spark. So 
scintillate sparkle, xvn. f. pp. stem of L. scin- 
tilldre, see -ate*, scintillation xvu. - L. 

sciolist smatterer. xvii. f. late L. sciolus, dim. f. 
scius knowing, f. base of L. scire know, see 
SCIENCE, -1ST. 

scion shoot, slip, graft xrv; heir, descendant xix. 
ME. sioun - OF. ciun, cion, sion (mod. scion), 
perh. alt. of chion (of Gmc. orig.). 

scirrhous pert, to a seirrhus. xvi. - F scirrheux 
(now squirreux) - modL. scirrhosus, f. seirrhus 
(used in Eng. since xvn) hard tumour - Gr. 
skirros, skiros hard (substance); see -ous. 

scission cutting, division, xv (rare before 
xviii). - (O)F. scission or late L. scissio, -on-, f. 
pp. stem of scindere cut, cleave; see -ion. 

scissors xrv. ME. sisoures - (O)F. cisoires (now 
only large shears’, the sense ‘scissors’ being 
appropriated to ciseaux, pi. of -fcisel chisel), 

repr. medL. *cisoria, pi. of late L. cisorium, f. 
<is-, -cidere, var. in comps, of L. cats-, caedere cut. 
The sp. with sc- (xvi) is due to assoc, with L. 
scindere cut (see prec.). 

sciurine pert, to squirrels, xix. f. L. sciurus - 
Gr. skiouros, f. skid shadow + ourd tail; see -ine* . 

sclero comb, form of Gr. skleros hard. xix. 
So sclerosis morbid hardening, xrv. - medL. 
sclerosis - Gr. skltrosis, f. skleroun harden; see 
-osis. sclerotic xvi. 

scoff* contemptuous ridicule; also vb. xrv. perh. 
of Scand. orig.; cf. early modDa. skof, skuf jest, 
mockery, skuffe jest, mock, 

scoff1 (si. and dial.) eat voraciously; seize, plun¬ 
der. xix. orig. var. of synon. (dial) scoff (xvm), 
rel. to contemp. scoff food; later assoc, with S. 
Afr. scoff food, meal - Afrikaans (Du.) schoft 
(prop.) quarter of a day, (hence) any of the four 
meals of the day. 

scold ribald or abusive person (esp. a woman), 
xni. prob. - ON. skald poet, skald, in comps, 
also with dyslogistic implication (e.g. skald- 
skapr, prop, poetry, which has in the Icel. law¬ 
books the spec, sense of libel in verse), hence 
(perh. by a spec. Eng. development), libellous, 
scurrilous, or ribald person. Hence scold vb. 
tquarrel noisily, (later) be vehement or per¬ 
sistent in reproof or faultfinding (to), xrv. 

scollop see scallop. 

sconce* lantern or screened candlestick carried 
by a handle xrv; bracket-candlestick xv. 
Aphetic - OF esconse (i) hiding-place, (ii) lan¬ 
tern; or - medL. sconsa, aphetic of absconsa, sb. 
use of fern, pp of L. abscondere hide, 

sconce* (arch, si.) head. xvi. perh. joc. use of 
prec. 

sconce* (fortif.) small fort or earthwork, xvi. - 
Du. schans, fschantze brushwood, screen of 
brushwood for soldiers, earthwork of gabions - 
(M)HG. schanze, of unkn. orig. 

sconce4 (Univ. si.) fine in a tankard of ale, etc., 
e.g. for breach of discipline or convention, xvii. 

perh. a joc. ref. to sconce*. Hence sb. *vn. 
scone round cake of wheat or barley meal baked 
on a griddle, quadrant-shaped section of this, 
xvi (scon), orig. Sc., perh. shortening of MLG. 
schonbrot, MDu. schoonbrot ‘fine bread’, 

scoop utensil for baling or ladling xrv; kind of 
shovel xv. - MLG.! MDu. schope (Du. schoep) 
vessel for baling, bucket of a water-wheel = 
MHG. schuofe (G. ischiffe) WGmc. *skopo(n), 
f *skop- var. of *skap-, whence *skappjan draw 
water (repr. by OS. skeppian, Du. scheppen, 
OHG. scephan, G. schopfen)-, cf. shape. Hence 
scoop vb. tladle or bale out xrv; remove (as) 
with a scoop xvn. Also in mod. use, orig. U.S., 
to take up in large quantities; cut out (a rival 
newspaper editor, etc.) xix (whence sb. ex¬ 
clusive piece of news). 

scoot go suddenly and swiftly, xvm (naut.). The 
orig. form is scout, which became obs. in early 
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xix; the present form seems to have been 
imported later from the U S.; of unkn. orig. 

scope object aimed at; room for exercise, free 
course; range of activity xvi; length of cable at 
which a ship rides xvn. - It. scopo aim, purpose - 
Gr. skopos mark for shooting at, f. *skop- as in 
skopein observe, aim at. 

-scope terminal el. repr. L. -scopium - Gr. 
-skopion (as in horoscopium - horoskopion cast 
mg of nativities), f. skopein observe (see prec ); 
extended in medL. use in microscopium micro¬ 

scope and telescopium telescope, on the model 
of which have been formed terms denoting 
scientific instruments for enabling the eye or 
the ear to make observations, e g. laryngoscope, 
stethoscope. The corr. adjs. end in -scopic, with 
advs. in -scopically (ly2) and nouns of action 
in -scopy ( y"). 

scorbutic pert, to scurvy, xvn. - medL. scor 
buticus, f. scorbutus scurvy, perh. for *scor 
bucus - MLG. schorbuk, Du. scheurbuik, f. 
MLG., MDu. schoren (Du. scheuren) break, 
lacerate + buk (buik) belly, 

scorch heat so as to dry up. xv. of uncert. orig. 
score A. set of twenty (prob. orig. as marked on 
a tally) xi; B. notch, mark, stroke; account of 
times kept on a tally or board xiv; amount of 
a bill or reckoning xvi; account, reason xvn; 
record of points in a game xviii; C. written or 
printed piece of concerted music xviii. Late OE. 
*scoru, pi. scora, -e - ON. skor notch, tally, 
twenty Gmc *skuro, f. *skur- *sker- cut, 
shear. So score vb. xiv. partly - ON. skora, 
partly f. the sb 

scoria slag, clinkers, xvii. - L. scoria dross - Gr. 
skor id, f. skor dung. 

scorn fbehave contemptuously xn; fderide, 
(now) hold in disdain xm. Aphetic - OF. 
escharnir, eschernir Rom. *escarnire, 
*eskernire - Gmc. *skarnjan, *skernjan, f. base 
of OS. skern, etc , jest, mockery. So sb. xii. - OF 
escarn. In sb and vb. forms with -a and -o- are 
equally early; the orig. of the latter is obscure, 

scorpion arachnid whose sting causes intense 
pain xm; (after 1 Kings 12: 11) knotted or armed 
cord xiv. - (O)F. L. scorpio, on-, extension of 
scorpius - Gr. skorpios. 

scorzonera plant of the genus so named xvii. - 
It., f. scorzone poisonous snake (:- Rom *scur 
tione, alt. of medL. curtio, on ), for whose venom 
the plant may have been an antidote, 

scot payment, contribution; scot and lot, taxes 
levied by a municipal corporation in propor 
tionate shares upon its members, xm. In ME. 
partly - ON. skot (= OE. scot shot), partly 
aphetic - OF’, escot (mod. ecot), of Gmc. orig ; in 
later use to some extent an antiquarian revival 
of the OE. form Hence scot-free exempt from 
the payment of scot, fine, etc.; exempt from 
injury or punishment, xvi. 

Scot (hist.) one of a Gaelic-speaking people first 
known in Ireland, and later settled in north Bri¬ 
tain (Scotland) OE ; native of Scotland xiv. OE 
*Scot, only in pi. Scottas - late L. Scottus, ult. 
orig. unkn. So Scotch xvi, Scots xiv (Scottis), 
reduced vars of Scottish (ish') xiii (repl. OE. 

Scyttisc). Scotchman xvi, Scotsman xrv (Scot¬ 
tis man). 

scotch' make an incision in xv; (from 
Theobald’s emendation of scorch in Sh. 'Mac¬ 
beth’ in iv 13) injure or obstruct so as to render 
harmless for a time xviii. of unkn. orig. Hence 
sb. incision xv; so in hopscotch. 

scotch2 block, etc. placed under a circular 
object to prevent slipping, xvn. occas. skatch, 
which may indicate identity with scotch (xvi) 
stilt - OF escache. 

scoundrel xvi. of unkn. orig. See -rel. 

scour' rid, clear (an area) xm; purge xrv; 
cleanse by hard rubbing; clear out, get rid of 
xv; rake with gunshot xvi. prob. - MLG., MDu. 
schuren - OF. escurer (mod. ecurer clean, 
scour) late L. excurare (medL. (e)scurare), f. 
L. ex-' +curare take care of, medL. clean, f. cura 
CURE. 

scour2 move about rapidly; pass rapidly over 
xrv. of unkn. orig. 

scourge whip xiii; instrument of divine 
chastisement xiv; cause of calamity xvi. 
Aphetic - OF. escurge, escorge, f. escorgier vb. 
whip Rom. *excorrigiare, f. ex-'+ corrigia 
thong, whip. So vb. xm. - OF. escorgier. 

scout' spy, reconnoitre, xrv. Aphetic - OF. 
escouter (mod. ecouter) listen, alt. of ascolter 
Rom. *ascultare, for L. auscultare. So scout sb. 
one sent ahead to reconnoitre, xvi. - OF. escoute; 
earlier in tscout-watch sentinel, spy (xiv), unless 
this is a comp, of the vb. 

scout2 flat bottomed boat. xv. - MDu. schute 
(Du. schuit), adopted earlier as schoute (xrv); rel. 
to ON. skuta light fast vessel, 

scout" fmock, deride xvii; reject with scorn 
xviii. prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. ON. skuta, skuti a 
taunt); if so, the word must have been in colloq. 
use long Defore it is recorded. 

scout4 (at Oxford) college servant, xviii. of 
unkn. orig. 

scow large flat bottomed square-ended lighter. 
xviii. - Du. schouw, earlier schouwe, schoude = 
LG. schalde, rel. to OS. skaldan push (a boat) 
from the shore. 

scowl vb. xiv. prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. Da. skule 
cast down one's eyes, give a sidelong look); 
perh. ult. rel. to late OE. sculegede squint-eyed 
(varying with scylegede). Hence sb. xvi. 

scrabble make marks at random, scrawl; 
scratch about xvi; scramble xvn. - MDu. 
schrabbelen, frequent, of schrabben scratch, 
scrape. 

scrag' lean person or animal xvi; lean end of 
a neck of mutton xvii; neck xix. perh. alt. of 
jcragige) xv-xvm. Hence vb. hang by the neck, 
throttle, xviii. scraggy ( y') lean. xvii. 

scrag2 (dial.) stump of a tree, rough projection 
xvi. Parallel to dial scrog stunted bush, pi 
brushwood (xrv), shrag rag (xiv), twig (xvi), 
shrog bush, pi. underwood (xv). Implied in ME 
scraggy ( y‘) rough, rugged, ragged, xm. 

scramble make one’s way by clambering, etc.; 
struggle with others for something, xvi. of sym 
bolic form. 

scrannel (dial.) lean, thin, xvn (Milton Lyci 
das’ 124 s. pipes, from which subsequent users 
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of the word have inferred the meaning ‘harsh, 
unmelodious’). Obscurely rel. to synon. dial. 
scrank, Sc. scranky, scranny, all prob. ult. of 
Scand. orig. (cf. Norw. skran shrivelled, skrank 
lean large-boned figure). 

scrap1 pi. remains of food xrv; fragmentary por¬ 
tion xvi. - ON. skrap scraps, trifles, f. base of 
skrapa scrape. Hence scrappy ( y1) xix 

scrap1 fvillainous plot xvn; struggle, tussle xix. 
perh. f. scrape. 

scrape remove an outer layer from xrv; rake 
together with effort; draw harshly or noisily 
over a surface xvi. - ON. skrapa or (M)Du. 
schrapen = OE. scrapian scratch, rel. to Du., 
LG. schrappen, MHG. schrapfen, schrepfen, for 
other prob. cogns. cf. sharp. 

scratch wound the surface of the skin with the 
nails, etc. xv; rub lightly with the nails or claws 
xvi; make linear abrasions on xvn. prob. blend¬ 
ing of synon. (dial.) scrat (xin) and tcratch (xra); 
the orig. of these forms is obscure, but cf. MLG., 
MDu. kratsen, OHG. krazzon (G. kratzen), OSw. 
kratta scratch. Hence scratch sb. result of 
scratching xvi; mark indicating starting-point 
xvm; adj. hastily done, collected, etc. xix. 

Scratch (dial.) usu. Old S., the Devil, xvm. 
alt. of (dial.) scrat (xv) hermaphrodite - ON. 
skrat(t)i wizard, goblin, monster, rel. to OHG. 
scrato (G. schrat) satyr, sprite. 

scrawl write in a sprawling untidy manner. 
xvii. perh. transf. use of (dial.) scrawl sprawl, 
crawl (xrv), prob. blending of crawl and 
sprawl. Hence sb. xvii. 

scream vb. xm. Either aberrant repr. of late 
OE. *scraeman, ME. shreame (xm) or - the rel. 
MDu. *schreemen. Hence sb. xvi. 

scree mass of detritus on a mountainside, xvm. 
prob. back-formation from screes, for *screethes 
pi. - ON. skrida landslip, rel. to skrida slide, 
glide (= OE. scridan). 

screech xvi. alt. (with expressive lengthening 
of vowel) of tscritch (scriche xm), f. imit. base 
repr. in OE. scriccettan\ cf. (dial.) screak (xv), 
scrike (xiv), of Scand. origin (cf. ON. skrxkja). 
So screech-owl (xvi), earlier \scr itch-owl. 

screed (dial.) fragment severed, torn strip xrv; 
long roll or list, lengthy discourse xvm; levelled 
strip of plaster xix. prob. var. repr. of OE. 
screade shred. 

screen contrivance to ward off heat, wind, light, 
etc.; partition in a building xv; (fig.) xvi; sifting 
apparatus xvi. Aphetic - ONF. escren, var. of 
escran (mod. ecran), of Gmc. orig. (cf. OHG. 
skrank bar, barrier, fence). Hence vb. shelter, 
shield xv; sift xvii. 

screw A. mechanical contrivance of which the 
operative part is a spiral groove or ridge xv; 
worm or boring part of a gimlet xvi; (fig.) xvii. 

B. (from the vb.) act of screwing xvm; object 
screwed or twisted up xix. C. (si. senses of ob 
scure development) unsound horse; wages, sal 
ary xix. In A - OF. escroue fern. (mod. ecrou m.) 
either (i) - WGmc. *scruva (MHG schrube (G. 
schraube), corr. to MDu. schruve), or (ii)(the 
source of the Gmc. forms) L. scrofa sow, medL. 
female screw. Hence screw vb. xvii. screwed 
(si.) intoxicated, xix; also (earlier) screwy. 

scribble write carelessly or hastily, xv. - medL. 
scribilldre (cf. rare L. conscribill&re). dim. 
formed on L. scribere write (see next); see -le*. 

scribe doctor of the Jewish law xrv, secretary, 
clerk; copyist, transcriber xvi. - L. scriba official 
or public writer, f. scribere trace characters, 
write, f. IE base *skreibh- scratch, incise, repr. 
also in Gr. skariphdsthai scratch. So vb. (in 
carpentry) mark or score (wood, etc.), shape the 
edge of. xvn; of obscure development; varying 
with scrive, perh. orig. for describe, fdescrive 

scrimmage, scrummage fskirmish xv; 
noisy contention, confused struggle xvm (spec, 
in rugby football xix; cf. scrum), alt. of fscrim- 
ish, var. of skirmish, with assim. of the ending 
to -AGE. 

scrimp scanty, xvm. In early use Sc.; of unkn. 
orig.; for possible cogns. see shrimp, and cf. 
skimp. So scrimp vb. scant, skimp, xvm. 

scrimshaw (si.) handicrafts practised by 
sailors on long voyages, xix. of unkn. orig. 

scrip1 wallet, satchel, xm. Aphetic - OF. 
escrep{p)e purse, bag for alms, var. of escherpe 
(mod. echarpe) or - ON. skreppa, which may 
itself be - OF.; ult. Gmc. *skerpa (latinized as 
scerpa equipment). 

scrip* (orig.) receipt for the portion of a loan 
subscribed, (now) share certificate, xvm. 
abbrev. of subscription (receipt). 

script piece of writing xrv (examinee's written 
papers xix); (kind of) handwriting xix. Aphe¬ 
tic - OF. escript, for escrit (now ecrit) L. 
scrlptum, sb. use of n. pp. of scribere write (see 
scribe). So scriptorium writing-room. xvm. - 
medL. scripture Holy Writ, the Bible xm; 
(arch.) inscription xrv. - L. scrlptura\ see -ure. 

scriptural ( al1) xvii. - late L. 
scrivener professional scribe xrv; notary xv. f. 
ME. scrivein (xm), aphetic - OF. escrivein (mod.. 
ecrivain) Rom. * scriba no, f. L. scriba scribe; 

see -an, -er1. 

scrofula disease characterized by degenera¬ 
tion of the lymphatic glands, xrv. In early use 
pi. after late L. scrofulse, dim. f. L. scrdfa breed¬ 
ing-sow (supposed to be subject to the disease); 
in sg. form xvm. Hence scrofulous xvn. 

scroll roll of paper of parchment; writing, list, 
roll; inscribed paper xv; scroll-like ornament 
xvn. ME. scrowle, alt., after rowle, roll1, of 
scrow (xm), aphetic - AN. escrowe, OF. escroe 
strip, esp. of parchment - Gmc. *skrauda shred. 

scrotum xvi. - L. scrotum-, cf. scrautum skin 
sheath for arrows. 

scrounge (si.) acquire illicitly, xx. var. of dial. 
scrunge steal. 

scrub1 rub hard. xrv. ME. scrobbe, beside 
shrubbe, prob. - MLG., MDu. schrobben, 
schrubben. 

scrub’ low stunted tree xvi (doubtfully xrv); 
dwarf cattle; mean little fellow xvi. var. of 
SHRUB 

scruff nape of the neck. xvm. orig. alt. of scuff, 
scitft (xvm), of which there is a synon. var. cuff 
(xvm); perh. based ult. on ON. skoft (= OHG 
scifft, Goth, skuft) hair of the head, 

scrum xix. Shortening of scrummage, 
SCRIMMAGE. 
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scrumptious (orig. U S. colloq.) first rate, 
’grand’; (also formerly) fastidious, ’particular’ 
xrx. of unkn. orig. 

scrunch (colloq.) xix. Expressive alt of 
CRUNCH. 

scruple A. small unit of weight or measure¬ 
ment; B thought or doubt troubling the con¬ 
science. xvi. - F. scrupule or L. scrupulus, -ulum 
in above senses, dim of scrupus rough or sharp 
pebble, anxiety. Hence or so scruple vb. xvn. f. 
the sb. or - F. So scrupulous xv, scrupulosity 
xvi. - F. or L. 

scrutator one who examines closely, xvi. - L. 
scrutator, f. scrutari search, examine, f. scruta 
trash, rubbish, the orig. application being to the 
rummaging of rag pickers or the searching of 
persons; see ator. So scrutiny (-y“) formal tak¬ 
ing of votes xv; close investigation xvn; official 
examination of votes xvm. - L. scrutinium. 
Hence scrutineer, scrutinize xvn. 

scry (dial.) descry; act as a crystal-gazer, xvi 
(revived xix). Aphetic of descry 

scud move briskly, now esp. of objects driven 
by the wind. xvi. poss. alt. of scut, as if to race 
like a hare. 

scuffle struggle confusedly together, xvi. prob. 
f. Scand. base (cf. Sw. skuff, skuffa push) to be 
referred to Gmc. *skuf- shove. 

sculduddery, skill- (Sc.) fornication xvm; 
obscenity xix. of unkn. orig. 

sculduggery, skul- (U.S.) tricky doings, xix. 
of unkn. orig. 

scull kind of oar. xiv. of unkn. orig. Hence vb. 
XVII. 

scullery (hist.) department of a household con¬ 
cerned with kitchen utensils xv; room attached 
to a kitchen xvm. - AN. squillerie, for OF 
escuelerie, f. escuelier maker or seller of dishes, 
f. escuele Rom. *scutella (by assoc, with L. 
scutum shield), for L. scutella salver, dim. of 
scutra wooden dish; see -ery. 

scullion (arch.) servant who performed menial 
offices in the kitchen, xv. of unkn. orig. 

sculpin any of several spiny fishes, xvn. perh. 
alt. of scorpene - L. scorpaena - Gr. skorpaina, 
presumably f. skorpios scorpion. 

sculpture art of carving in hard material, 
products of this, xiv (rare before xvn). - L. sculp- 
tura, f. pp. stem of sculpere, var. of scalpere 
scratch, carve; see -ure. So sculptor xvii. - L.; 
see -or1. Hence sculpt, sculptural ( al1) xix, 

sculpture vb. xvn. 
scum ffoam, froth xm; film of floating matter 
on liquid xv; fig. xvi. - MLG., MDu. schum (Du 
schuim) = OHG. scum (G. schaum) Gmc. 
*skuma-, f. IE. *sku- cover. Hence vb. tskim xiv; 
tscour the surface of xv; throw up as scum xvii. 

scumble spread colour over a picture to soften 
hard lines, etc. xvm. poss f. scum vb. + -le8. 

scuncheon (archit.) bevelled inner edge, xv 
Aphetic - OF. escoinson (mod. ecoingon), f. es- 
ex-1 +coin corner. 

scupper1 opening in a ship’s side on a level with 
the deck. xv. perh. - AN. aphetic deriv. of OF. 
escopir (mod. ecopir) Rom. *skuppire spit, of 
imit. orig. 

scupper2 (mil. si.) surprise and massacre; 
(pass.) be done for. xix. of unkn. orig. 

scupperncmg variety of muscadine, xix. name 
of a river and lake in N. Carolina, U S A 

scurf Late OE., prob. alt. of sceorf by the influ 
ence of ON. *skurfr, implicit in skurfottr scurfy, 
f. base allied to that of OE. sceorfan gnaw, 
sceorfian cut into shreds. Hence scurfy (-Y1) 
xvn (isolated ex. xv). 

scurrilous coarsely opprobrious or jocular, 
xvi. f. synon. tscurrile (xvi) - F scurrile or L. 
scurrllis, f. scurra buffoon; see -ous, -ile. So scur¬ 

rility XVI. 

scurry go rapidly or hurriedly xix. Second el of 
hurry-scurry used independently, 

scurvy characterized by scurf xvi. f. scurf; see 
-y\ Hence scurvy sb., partly ellipt. forts, disease 
xvi, the spec, application being determined by 
assoc, with the like-sounding F scorbut, LG. 
schorbuk (see scorbutic). 

scut fhare xv; short erect tail of rabbit, etc. xvi 
rel. to tscut adj, short, sb. short garment, vb. cut 
short, dock; of unkn. orig. 

scutage (hist.) tax levied on knights’ fees, esp. in 
lieu of military service, xv. - medL. scutdgium, f. 
L. scutum shield; see -age 

scutch dress (fibre) by beating, xvm. - OF. 
*escoucher, dial, var of escousser Rom. *ex- 
cussdre, f. pp. stem excuss- of L. excutere, f. 
ex-1 + qua ter e shake. 

scutcheon xvi. Aphetic var. of AN. escuchon 
escutcheon. 

scuttle1 fdish, trencher (OE ), xv; (dial.) corn- 
basket, grain-shovel xrv; wide-mouthed basket 
xv; bowl-like vessel for coal xix Late OE. scutel 
does not seem to have survived; ME. scutel is - 
ON. skutill, corr. to OS. skutala = MLG. schotele, 
MDu. schotele (Du. schotel), OHG. scuzzila (G. 
schussef)', all - L. scutula or scutella, rel. to scutra 
dish, platter. 

scuttle3 opening in a ship’s deck xv; trap door 
xvm. perh. - F. ^escoutille (mod. ecoutille) hatch¬ 
way - Sp. escotilia, dim. of escota cutting out of 
cloth, f. escotar cut out, f. L. ex-1 + Gmc *skaut 
sheet. Hence scuttle vb. cut a hole in sides, 
bottom, or deck of (a ship), xvii. 

scuttle8 run with quick hurried steps, xv. Par¬ 
allel with synon. (dial.) scuddle xvii, frequent, of 
scud; see -le*. 

scutum (nat. hist.) shield-shaped part or seg¬ 
ment. xix. techn. use of L. scutum oblong shield 

scythe long-handled long-bladed instrument for 
mowing. OE. side, earlier *sigdi( written sigdi) = 
MLG. segede, sigde (LG seged, seid, sichte), ON. 
sigdr Gmc. *se30o. f. *se3- IE *sek- cut (see 
section). 

’sdeath see s 
se- prefix occurring in derivs. from Latin, repr. 
se (also sed) prep, and adv without, apart, as in 
secede, seclude, secret, secrete, seduce, 

SEPARATE. 

seaOE.sa’ = OS. seo,seu (Du. zee), OHG. se(o),(G. 
see), ON. saer, Goth, saiws Gmc. *saiwiz, of 
unkn. orig. Comp, sea-coal (xm) mineral coal 
(as dist. from charcoal) is in orig. prob. coal de 
rived from the sea. 

seal1 aquatic mammal. OE. s&ol-, inflexional 
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form of seolh = MLG sel, MDu. seel, zele, OHG. 
selah, ON. selrGmc. *selxaz, of unkn. orig. 

seal1 (piece of wax for impressing) a device used 
in attesting a document, xm. - AN. seal, OF. seel 
(mod. sceau) L. sigillum small picture, statu¬ 
ette, seal, dim. of signum sign. So seal vb. xm. - 
OF. seeler (mod. sceller). 

seam junction made by sewing; line made by 
two abutting edges. OE. seam = MDu. som (Du. 
zoom), OHG. soum (G. saum), ON. saumr - Gmc. 
*saumaz, f. *sau- *su- sew. Hence seam vb. xvi, 
seamstress, sempstress xvn. 

seaman OE. ssemann, with Gmc. parallels, 
seance session of a body of persons, spec, spin 
tualists' meeting, xix. - F., f. OF. seoir L. sedere 
sit; see -ance. 

sear' become withered OE.; cause to wither xv; 
burn, char xvi. OE. searian = OHG. soren 
Gmc *saurojan, f. *sauraz sere. 

sear1 portion of a gun-lock that engages with the 
notches of the tumbler, xvi. prob. - OF. serre 
grasp, lock, bolt, (now) foot of a bird of prey, f. 
serrer grasp, hold fast Rom. *serrare, for late 
L. serdre bar, bolt, f. sera bar for a door, 

search examine thoroughly; look for; also intr. 
xrv. - AN. sere her, OF. cerchier (mod. chercher) 

late L. circare go round, f. L. circus circle. 

So search sb. xrv. - AN. serche, OF. cerche 
(tcherche), if not f. the vb. 

season (appropriate) time or period xm; period 
of the year (spring, summer, autumn, winter); 
time of breeding, etc. xrv. ME. seson, -(o)un - OF 
seson (mod. saison) L. satio, on- sowing, in 
Rom. time of sowing, seed-time, f. IE. *sa-, as in L. 
sat us sown (cf. sow1). So season vb. render more 
palatable by the addition of a spice, salt, etc. xrv; 
bring to maturity xvi. - OF. saisonner (repl. 
by mod. assaisonner). Hence seasonable, 

seasonably xiv, seasonal xix. seasoning 

timpregnation; savoury addition to a dish. xvi. 
The sense-development in the vb., as shown in 
Rom. dialects, is presumed to have been: ‘sow’, 
‘cultivate at a favourable time’, ‘ripen, mature’, 
‘cook well’, ‘add flavouring to’, 

seat fsitting xn; place or thing to sit on xm; place 
of residence. - ON. saeti = OE. gesete, MDu. ge- 
saete(Du.gezeet), OHG. gasazi(G.gesass)Gmc. 
*3asaetjam,i. *sset- *set- sit Hence vb. xvi. 

sebaceous greasy, oily. xvin. f. L. sebdeeus, f. 
sebum tallow, rel. to soap; see -aceous. 

sebesten plum-like fruit of the genus Cordia. 
xrv. - medL. sebesten - Arab, sibistan - Pers. 
sapistdn. 

sec (of wines) dry. xix. - F.L. siccus. 
secant in full s. line. xvi. - F. secant adj., secante 
sb. - modL. use of L. secans, -ant-, prp. of secare 
cut; see section, -ant. 

secateurs xix. - pi. of F. secateur, irreg. f. L. 
secare cut (see section) + -ateur -ator. 

secede withdraw from an association, xvm. - L. 
secedere, f. se- + cedere go, cede. So secession 

xvii. - F. or L. 
seclude shut off or away. xv. - L. secludere, f. 

se- f claudere shut; see close. So seclusion 

xvn. - medL. 

second1 coming next after the first xm; next in 

rank or succession (e g. s. lieutenant) xrv; from 

xvi in various techn. (mainly ellipt.) uses as sb. - 
(O)F. second, fern, -onde - L. secundus following, 
favourable, second, f. base of sequi follow. So 
second sb. ^ of a minute, xrv. - (O)F. seconde - 
medL. secunda, sb. use of fern, of secundus, se- 
cunda minuta second minute’ being the result 
of the second operation of sexagesimal division, 
secondary belonging to the second class or 
order xrv; also sb. xv. - L. secunddrius, hence 
secondarily xv. 

second1 support, back up. xvi. - F. seconder - 
L. secundare favour, further, f. secundus (see 
prec.). 

second* (mil., etc.) transfer (an officer) tem¬ 
porarily to other duties, xix. f. F. phr. en second 
in the second rank (said of officers). Hence se¬ 
condment xix. 

seconde (fencing) the second of the eight par 
ries. xvm. - F., sb. use of fern, of second second'. 

secrecy xvi. repl. tsecretie (xv), f. secre or 
secret+ -TY1 or -Ys. 

secret adj. and sb. xrv (also secrete) - OF. 
secre). - (Q)F. - L. secretus (n. secretum used sb.), 
pp. of secernere, f se- + cernere separate, dis¬ 
tinguish, secrete, (pp. sifted), 

secretary fconfidant xrv; one employed to con¬ 
duct correspondence, keep records, etc. xv; min¬ 
ister at the head of a department of state xvi. - 
late L. secretarius confidential officer, sb. use of 
adj. f. secretus secret; see -ary. So secretariat 
office of secretary, xix. - F. secretariat, see -ate'. 

secretaire writing-bureau, xix. - F. secretaire 
secretary, with transf. meaning prob. suggested 
by escritoire, secretaire (xvii-xix). 

secrete1 produce by secretion, xvm. f. secret-, 
pp. stem of L. secernere separate (see secret), 

partly as a back-formation on secretion (xvn) - 
F. secretion or med. use of L. secretio, -on-. So 
secretory ( ory1) xvii. 

secrete1 hide out of sight, xvm. alt., after L. 
secretus secret, of secret vb. (xvi), f. the adj. 

secretive xix. Back-formation from secre¬ 
tiveness (also xix), name in phrenology of a pro¬ 
pensity, modelled on F. secretivite, f. secret 
secret; see -ive. 

sect tclass (of persons); freligious order; fsex; 
religious following; philosophical school xiv; re¬ 
ligious denomination xvi; school of opinion 
xvn. - (O)F. secte or L. secta following (used as 
cogn. obj. in sectam sequi follow a certain course 
of conduct), party faction, school of philosophy, 
f older pp. stem sect- of sequi follow. So sectary 
member of a sect. xvi. - medL. sectarius. Hence 
sectarian adj. and sb xvn; whence sec¬ 
tarianism xix. 

section cutting; subdivision of a written or 
printed work or document, part cut off xvi; 
drawing of an object as if cut through xvii. - F 
section or L. sectio, on-, f. sect-, pp. stem of secare 
cut, f. IE. *sek-. 

sector plane figure contained by two radii and 
the arc of a curve intercepted by them, in¬ 
strument invented by Thomas Hood for the 
mechanical solution of mathematical problems 
(orig. containing a graduated arc) xvi. - late L. 
techn. use of L. sector (agent-noun of secare cut)- 
see prec and -or1 



secular 427 seisin 

secular A. pert, to the world, worldly xm; not 
sacred, profane xv; non-religious xvi; B. occur 
ring once in an age xvi; living or lasting for an 
age or for ages xvii; sb. secular cleric xm. In 
A - OF seculer (mod. seculier) - L. saeculdris, f. 

saeculum generation, age, in ChrL. the World 
(esp. opp. to the Church); in B immed. - L. saecu¬ 
ldris, see -ar. So secularity xvii. - (O)F. or 
medL. 

secure (arch.) feeling no care; safe, certain, 
xvi. - L. securus, f. se- + cura care (see cure); cf. 
sure. Hence secure vb. make secure xvi; make 
sure of, get hold of xvm. So security xv. - 
(O)F. securite or L. securitas. 

sedan closed vehicle for one person carried by 
means of two poles, xvii. poss. based on a dial, 
var. of a Rom. deriv. of L. sella saddle. 

sedate adj. xvii. - L. seddtus, pp. of seddre settle, 
assuage, calm, f. *sed- *sed-, as in sedere sit; see 
-ate2. So sedation xvi. - F. or L. sedative adj. 
xv; sb. xvm. - (O)F. or medL. 

sedentary remaining in one place xvi; pert, to 
or involving a sitting posture xvn. - F. se- 
dentaire or L. sedentarius, f. sedent-, prp. stem 
of sedere sit; see -ent, -ary. 

sederunt (Sc.) sitting of an assembly, xvii. sb. 
use of L. sederunt ‘(there) sat’ (viz. the following 
persons, i.e. at a meeting), 3rd pi. pt. indie, of 
sedere sit. 

sedge coarse grassy plant. OE. secg Gmc. 
*sajja-, f. *sgj- *sej- IE. *sek- cut, repr. by L. 
secure. 

sedilia (n. pi .) series of (three) seats in the sanc¬ 
tuary of a church; rarely sg. sedile xvm. - L. 
sedilia, pi. of sedile, f. sedere sit; see -ile, -ia2. 

sediment xvi. - F sediment or L. sedimentum 
settling, f. sedere sit, settle; see -ment. 

sedition tviolent party strife xrv; frevolt, mu¬ 
tiny xvi; behaviour inciting to rebellion xix. - 
(O)F. sedition or L. seditio, -on-, f. sed- se- + itio 
going, f. it-, pp. stem of ire go. So seditious xv. - 
(O)F. or L. 

seduce divert from allegiance or service xv; in¬ 
duce (a woman) to surrender her chastity; lead 
astray xvi. In earliest use sedu(i)se - (O)F. 
seduis-, inflexional stem of seduire\ later assim. 
to L. seducere, f. se- + ducere lead. So seduction 
xvi. - F. or L. 

sedulous diligent or persistent in application, 
xvi. f. L. sedulus eager, zealous, f. sedulo zeal¬ 
ously, carefully, for se dolo ‘without guile’, 
(hence) with zeal; see se-, -ous. 

sedum (bot.) genus the British species of which 
are known as stonecrop. xv (cedum). - L. 

see1 pt. saw, pp. seen perceive with the eyes. OE. 
str. vb. seon = OS., OHG. sehan (Du. zien, G. 
sehen), ON. sja, Goth, saihwanGmc. *sexwan - 
IE. *seq-, by some identified with the base of L. 
sequi follow, the etym. sense being ‘follow with 
the eyes’. 

see2 seat, spec, bishop’s seat or throne xm; epis¬ 
copal office or authority xiv. - AN. se{d), OF 
sie(d) Rom. *sedem, alt. (after L. sedere) of 
sedem (nom. -es) seat, f. *sed- *sed- sit. 

seed that which is or is to be sown; toffspring 
OE.; fsemen xiii. OE. seed, Ang. sed, corr. to OS. 
sad (Du. zaad), OHG. sat (G. saat), ON. sad. 

Goth, -seps Gmc. *s&diz, *saedam, f. *sx- sow2 
Hence seed vb xrv (intr.). seedling xvii. seedy 

full of seed xvi; (si.) shabby (from the ap¬ 
pearance of a plant that has run to seed) xvm; 
unwell xix Hence seedlip basket for seed. OE. 
saedleap-, f. leap basket. 

seek pt., pp. sought (arch.) try to find or obtain; 
also intr. OE. secan, earlier scecan = OS. sokian 
(Du. zoeken), OHG. suohhan (G. sue hen), ON. 
saekja, Goth, sokjan Gmc *sokjan, f. base 
*sok-:- IE. *sdg- *sog-, repr. also by L. sdglre per¬ 
ceive by scent, Gr. hegeisthai lead, OIr. saigin 
I seek,approach. 

seel stitch up the eyes of (a hawk, etc.), also 
transf. xv. Later form of fsile (xrv) - OF. ciller, 
siller or medL. cilidre, f. L. cilium eyelid, 

seem tbefit, beseem xii; appear to be xm. - ON. 
saema honour (MSw. befit), f. soemr fitting, 
seemly, f. *som-, whence also OE. som rec¬ 
onciliation, seman settle, reconcile, rel. to *sam- 
same. So seemly xm. ME. semeliche - ON. 
saemiligr. 

seep ooze; percolate, xvin. perh. dial, devel¬ 
opment of OE. sipian, rel. to MLG. sipen, MHG. 
sifen, presumably = OE. sipian, surviving in 
dial, sipe, of unkn. orig. 

seer one who sees visions of divine things xrv; 
one who sees xv; magician, crystal-gazer xvii. f. 
see1 + -er1 . 

seersucker xvm. - Pers. sir o sakkar ‘milk and 
sugar’, striped linen garment, 

see-saw redupl. formation based on saw1 (as if 
orig. sung by sawyers), and used in rhythmical 
jingles, see saw sacke a downe (sacaradown), see 
saw sack a day, see saw Margery Daw xvn; 
game at which children sitting on each end of 
a pivoted plank move each other up and down 
xvm; plank so used xix. Hence as vb. xvm. 

seethe fboil OE.; soak, steep xvi; be inwardly 
agitated xvii. OE. str. vb. seodan = OS. *siodan, 
OHG. siodan (Du zieden, G. sieden), ON. sjoda, 
f. Gmc. *seup- *saup- *sud-, repr. also by ON. 
saudr sheep (‘boiled flesh’), Goth, soups sacrifice, 
and OE. sead pit, cistern, pond, 

segment sb xvi. - L. segmentum, f. sec-, stem of 
secare cut; see -ment. Hence vb. xix. 

segregate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. segregdre, f. se- 

+ grex, greg- flock; based on segregate pp. (xv); 
see -ate*. So segregation xvi. - late L. 

seguidiUa Spanish dance of ! or J time 
xvm. - Sp., f. seguida following, sequence, 
f. seguir Rom. *sequere, for L. sequi follow, 

seidlitz s. powder (xix), named after tS. salt and 
water (xvm), because of its aperient properties; 
name of a village in Bohemia where there is a 
spring impregnated with magnesium sulphate 
and carbonic acid. 

seigneur French feudal lord xvi; in Canada, 
one of the landed gentry xvm. - (O)F. L. 
senior, or- senior. So seigniory ( y*) flordship 
xm; feudal lordship xv. Hence seigniorial xix 
(earlier seigneurial xvii). 

seine large fishing-net. OE. segne = OS., OHG. 
segirta WGmc. *sagina - L. sagena (whence 
OF. saine, mod. seine) - Gr sagtne, reinforced 
in ME. from OF. 

seisin (chiefly leg.) possession. ME. seii)sin(e) - 
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AN. sesine, OF. seisine, (also mod.) saisine, f. 
seisir seize; see -ine4. 

seismic xrx. f. Gr. seismos earthquake, f. seiein 
shake; see -ic. So seismo-, comb. form, 

seize A. put in (feudal) possession (of); B. take 
possession or hold of xm; tC. arrive at xvi; D. 
(naut.) lash together with cord. etc. xvii; (of sur¬ 
faces) unite xix. - OF. seisir, (also mod.) saisir 
Gallo-Rom., Frankish L. sacire, of Gmc. orig. 
Hence seizure xv. 

selachian (pert, to) a shark or allied fishes, xix. 
f. modL. Selache (- Gr. seldkhe, pi. of selakhos 
shark) or Seiachii: see -ian 

selah Heb. seldh, occurring often at the end 
of a verse in the Psalter and in Habbakuk 3, 
supposed to be a musical or liturgical direction, 
perh. indicating a pause. 

seldom OE. seldan (with late var. seldum), cen¬ 
to MLG., MDu. selden (Du. zelden), OHG. seltan 
(G. selten), ON. sjaldan, f. Gmc *selda-, repr. 
also in OE. seldlic, sellic strange, wonderful. 
Goth, sildaleiks wonderful, 

select specially chosen, picked, xvi. - L. select us, 
pp. of seligere choose out, f. se- + legere collect, 
choose. So vb. pick out. xvi. f. pp. stem of the L. 
vb. selection xvii. - L. Hence selective xvii. 

selenite sulphate of lime or gypsum (identity 
of the mineral so named by ancient writers is 
dubious), xvi. - L. selenites (also -itis) - Gr. sele- 
nttes, f. seline moon, so called because supposed 
to wax and wane with the moon. So selenium 
(chem.) rare non-metallic element, xix. - modL., 
f. Gr. $el£ne\ so named because of its similarity 
in properties to tellurium (f. L tellus earth), with 
ref. to the moon’s relation to the earth as a 
satellite. 

self A. (arch.) in apposition with a sb. or pron., 
e g. he self, superseded by emphatic prons., as 
himself, ourselves OE.; B. adj. tthe same, the very 
OE.; (of a colour) the same throughout xvii; C 
sb. (pi. selves) individual or particular person 
xm; (chiefly philos.) the ego xvii. OE. self str., 
selfa wk. = OS. self, selbo, OHG. selb, selbo (Du. 
zelv, -zelve, -zelfde, G. selb-, selbe), ON. (only str.) 
sjdlfr, Goth, (only wk.) silba Gmc. *selba-, 
*selban-, of unkn. orig. Hence selfhood, selfish 
xvii; selfsame the very same xv. 

Seljuk epithet of certain Turkish dynasties, 
xix. Turk. Selquk name of the reputed ancestor 
of these. So Sefjukian xvii. 

sell pt., pp. sold tgive up; dispose of for money. 
OE. sellan = OS. sellian, OHG. sellen, ON. selja 
give up, sell, Goth, saljan offer sacrifice, 

sellender var. of sallender. 

seltzer effervescent mineral water obtained 
near Nieder Selters in Germany; also a similar 
artificial one. xvm. alt of G. Selterser (with g. 
pi. ending), f. Selters. 

selvage, selvedge edge of a piece of woven 
material finished so as to prevent unravelling, 
xv. f. self + edge, after early mod. Du. selfegg he 
(now zelfegge), LG. sulfegge. 

semantic frelating to signs of the weather xvii 

(rare); pert, to meaning xix; sb. pi. science of the 
meanings of words xx. - F. semantique - Gr. 
semantikos significant, f. semainein show, sig¬ 
nify, f. sema sign; see -ic. So semasiology xix. - 

G. semasiologie, f. Gr. semasid signification. 
Hence sematology doctrine of signs in relation 
to knowledge xix; semasiology xix. 

semaphore signalling apparatus, xix. - F. 
semaphore, irreg. f. Gr. sema sign, signal-f 
-phoros -phore. So semaphoric xix. 

semblance tact of appearing xm; appearance, 
likeness xrv; outward seeming of xvi. - (O)F., f. 
sembler L. simildre, simuldre, see simulate, 
-ANCE. 

semee (her.) covered with many small spots or 
figures, xvi. - F., pp. fern, of semerL. semindre 
sow. 

semeio- comb, form of Gr. semeion sign, f. sema 
signal, semeiology sign language xvn; branch 
of medicine concerned with symptoms xix. 
semeiotic xvii, -leal xvi relating to 
symptoms. - Gr. semeidtikos. 

semen seed of male animals, (xrv) xvm. - L. 
semen, f. base of serere sow*, 

semester academic half-year. xix. - G. - L. se¬ 
mes tr is, f. si-, comb, form of sex six + mensis 
MONTH. 

semi- comb, form repr. L. semi- (partly through 
F., It., etc. semi) ‘half, (less strictly) ‘partly’, 
‘partially’, equiv. in meaning to demi- and hemi-, 
but in much more extensive use. L. semi- corr. 
to Gr. hemi-, Skr. sdmi, and OS. sdm-, OHG. 
sdmi, OE. sdm- (as in sambaerned half-burnt, 
samewie ‘half-alive’, half-dead). Exx. are semi¬ 
breve xvi, semicircle xvi (L. semicirculus), 
-circular xv (late L. eirculdris), semicolon 
xvii, semiquaver xvi, semitone xvn (cf. late 
L. semitonium), semivowel xvi (L. semivocalis). 

seminar group of students meeting for sys¬ 
tematic instruction xix. - G. - L. semindrium 
(see next). 

seminary fseed-plot xv; place of production, 
cultivation, or education xvi. - L. semindrium, 
sb. use of n. of seminarius, f. semen, semin- seed; 
see -ary. Hence seminarist one trained in a 
seminary, xvi. 

semio-, etc. see semeio-. 
Semite Hebrew, Arab, Assyrian, or Aramaean, 
regarded as a descendant of Shem (Gen. 10). 
xrx. - modL. Semita, f. (Vulg.) Sem - Gr. Sim 
Shem; see -ite. So Semitic xix. 

semolina hard grains left after bolting of flour, 
xvm. alt. of It. semolino, dim. of semola bran, 
based on L. simila flour. 

sempiternal everlasting, xv. - (O)F. sem- 
piternel - lateL. sempiternalis, f. L. sempiternus, 
f. semper always, for ever + *aeviternus eternal. 

sempstress see seam. 
senarius (pros.) iambic trimeter, xvi. - L. sen- 
drius, sb. use of adj ., f. sent six each. f. sex six. 

senate xm. - (O)F. senat - L. sendtus, f. senex, 
sen- old (man); see senior, -ate'. So senator 
(-or1) xm. - (O)F. senateur - L. senator, -orem. 

send1 pt., pp. sent cause or direct to go. OE. sen- 
dan = OS. sendian (Du. zenden), OHG. sendan 
(G. senden), ON. senda, Goth, sandjan Gmc. 
*sandjan, f. *sand (whence OE. sand message, 
messenger) *sanp-, causative of *senf>-, repr. 
by OE., OS. sid, OHG. sind, sint, ON. sinn, Goth. 
sinbs journey. Comp, send-off xix (orig. U.S.). 

send* (naut., of a ship) fall with head or stern 
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deep in the trough of the sea. xvii. Often written 
(’)scend, as if aphetic of descend, which may in 
fact be the source. 

sendai thin rich silk material, xm. - OF. cendal, 
sendai, obscurely derived from Gr. sinddn. 

seneschal official in a great household ad¬ 
ministering justice, etc. xrv; governor xv. - OF. 
seneschal (mod. senechaD medL. seni-, 
siniscalcus - Gmc. *siniskaikaz, f. *seni- old (cf. 
senior) + * skalkaz servant (OE. scealc, etc., 
Goth, skalks). 

senhor xvm. Pg. analogue of senor; fern, sen- 
hora (dim. senhorita). 

senile pert, to old age. xvn. - F. senile or L. 
senilis, f. sen- of senex old; see next and -ile. 

senior person superior by reason of age or 
station xrv; adj. older, elder xv; that ranks 
higher xvi. - L. senior, compar. of senex old, rel. 
to Gr. henos (in hene last day of the moon), Goth. 
sineigs old, sinista elder. So seniority xv. - 
medL. 

senna (leaflets of) the cassia plant, xvi. - modL. 
sen(n)a - Arab. sand’. 

sennet set of notes on a trumpet, etc., to an¬ 

nounce ceremonial entrances and exits, xvi. 

perh. var. of signet. 

sennight (arch.) week. OE. seofon nihte seven 

nights, ME. seouenihtie), later senny3t (xv); see 

seven, night, and cf. fortnight. 

sennit var. of sinnet. 

senor Sp. title of respect for a man. xvn. - Sp. 
L. senior, -dr- senior; fern, senora (xvi) (dim. 

senorita). 

sensation operation of any of the senses, 
physical feeling x vii; condition of excited feeling 
xvm. - medL. sensatio, -on-, f. L. sensus sense; 

see -ation. Hence sensational xix. 
sense meaning, signification xiv; faculty of per¬ 
ception or sensation; actual perception or feel¬ 
ing xvi. - L. sensus faculty of feeling, sensibility, 
mode of feeling, thought, meaning, f. sens-, pp. 
stem of sentire feel. Hence sense vb. perceive 
(in several techn. uses), xvi. sensuous xvn 
( uous). So sensible perceptible by the senses 
xrv; cognizant, conscious xv; having good sense 
xvi. - (O)F. or L. sensitive having sensation, 
xrv - (O)F. or medL. sensorium seat of sen¬ 
sation in the brain, xvii. - late L. sensual 

(-al1) xv. - late L. 
sentence -{meaning, sense xm; fway of think¬ 
ing; opinion, judgement, or decision pro¬ 
nounced; fapophthegm, maxim xiv; tpassage of 
a writing; grammatically complete expression 
of a thought xv. - (O)F. - L. sententia mental 
feeling, opinion, judgement, f. sentire feel; see 
-ence. So vb. xrv. - (O)F. sentencier. sen¬ 

tentious tfull of meaning xv; aphoristic xvi. - 
L. sententidsus. sentient capable of feeling, xvn. 

sentiment ffeeling, sensation; mental attitude, 
opinion; mental feeling, emotion xvn; refined 
and tender feeling xvm. - (O)F., refash, of OF. 
sentement - medL. sentimentum, f. L. sentire feel; 
see ment. Hence sentimental ( al1) xvm. 

sentinel sentry; fduty of a sentry; fmilitary 
watch-tower xvi; t(in full private s.) private sol 
dier xvm. - F. sentinelle - It. sentinella, of unkn 
orig. Hence vb. xvi. 

sentry tsentinel; armed member of the fighting 
forces set to keep guard xvn. perh. shortening 
of tcentrinell, -oriel (xvi), vars. of sentinel, with 
assim. to ry. comp, sentry-go, forig. phr. con¬ 
sisting of sentry sb. (used vocatively) and imper. 
of go; (hence) patrol or duties of a s. xix. 

sepal (bot.) division of the calyx, xix. - modL. 
sepalum, formed (1790) by N. J. de Necker, perh. 
f. SEPARATE 4- PETAL. 

separate vb. xv. f pp. stem of L. separare, f. 
se- +parare make ready, prepare; partly after 
tseparate pp. (xv); see -ate*. So separation 

xv. - (O)F. - L. separatist one who advocates 
(ecclesiastical) separation, xvn. f. separate adj., 
which was used contemp. as sb. in the same 
sense. 

sepia A. cuttlefish xvi; B. rich brown pigment 
prepared from its inky secretion xix. - L. sepia - 
Gr. sepia. In B prob. immed. - It. seppia. 

sepoy t(rare) horseman xvn; Indian native sol¬ 
dier under European discipline xvm. - (prob. 
through Pg. sipae) Urdu - Pers. sipdhi horse¬ 
man, soldier, f. sipdh army, 

seps very venomous serpent xvi; skink of the 
genus Chalcides xix. - L. seps - Gr. s#ps, cf. base 
of sdpein rot. 

sepsis putrefaction, xix. - modL. - Gr. sepsis, f. 
s$pein rot, putrefy. So septic xvii. - L. - Gr. 
septikos. 

sept (Irish) clan. xvi. poss. alt. of sect (also so 
used xvi); cf. AL. septus (xvi), and medL. septa, 
repr. OF. sette sect. It. setta. 

September ninth month of the year, formerly 
seventh month of the year beginning in March, 
xi. - L. September or (in ME.) F. septembre, ear¬ 
lier fsetembre, f. septem seven. 

septenarius (pros.) line of 7 feet or stresses, 
xix. - L., f. septeni, distributive of septem seven. 

So septenary sb. xvi, adj. xvii. septennial xvii; 

see biennial, septentrional northern, xrv. - L. 
septentrionalis, f. septentriones ‘seven plough- 
oxen’ (trio plough-ox), i.e. the seven stars of the 
Great Bear; see -al1. septet(te) (mus.) com¬ 
position for seven voices or instruments, xix. - 
G. septet, see -et, -ette. 

septi- comb, form of L. septem seven, septillion 
xvn. - F.; see billion, septuagenarian 70 years 
old xvm; also sb. - L. septuagenarius, f. distrib. 
septuageni, f. septuaginta seventy; see -arian. 

So septuagenary xvii. Septuagesima third 
Sunday before Lent; tthe seventy days be¬ 
ginning with this. xrv. - L. fern, of septua- 
gesimus, ordinal of septuaginta. Septuagint 
tthe ‘seventy translators' of the Old Testament 
into Greek xvi; the translation traditionally 
attributed to them xvii. - L. septuaginta. 

septum (anat., bot., zool.) dividing wall or par 
tition xvm. - L. septum, saeptum, f. sepire. saepire 
enclose, f. sepes, saepes hedge, 

sepulchre XII. ME. sepulcre - (O)F. sepulcre - 
L sepulcrum, erron. -chrum, f. stem of sepultus, 
pp. of sepelire bury. So sepulchral xvii. - F. or 
L.; see -al1. sepulture (arch.) burial, xm. - 
(O)F. sepulture - L. sepultura. 

sequacious given to following another (slav¬ 
ishly). xvii. f. L sequdx, sequaci-, f. sequi follow, 
f. IE. base repr. also by Gr. hepomai, Ir. sechur 



sequester 430 serve 

I follow; see -ious. So sequel ttrain of follower's, 
following xv; what follows as a result xv; ensu¬ 
ing course of affairs, narrative, etc. xvi. - (O)F. 
sequelle or L. sequela {-ella), f. sequi. sequela, 
pi. -ae morbid affection resulting from a disease, 
xvns. - L. sequence (liturg.) piece of rhythmical 
prose or accentual metre following the epistle 
at Mass xiv, order of succession, run of cards 
xvi. - late L. sequentia, f. sequins, -ent- (whence 
sequent following xvi), prp. of sequi. 

sequester set aside, remove xrv; confiscate 
xvr. - (O)F. sequestrer or late L. sequestrare, f. 
sequester depositary of a thing in dispute, lit. 
‘one standing apart’, f. *sequos, secus apart, 
otherwise. So sequestrate xvi. f. pp. stem of 
L. sequestrare. sequestration xrv. - (O)F. or 
late L. 

sequin Italian gold coin xvu; small spangle for 
the ornamentation of dresses xix. - F. - It. zec- 
chino, f. zecca the mint - Arab, sikka die for 
coining. 

sequoia (tree of a) genus of large American 
conifers, xix. - modL., f. Sequoiah, name of a 
Cherokee Indian who invented a syllabary for 
his native language. 

serac tower of ice on a glacier, xix. - Swiss F., 
orig. name of a compact white cheese, prob. 
deriv. of L. serum whey. 

seraglio harem; Turkish palace, xvi. - It. ser- 
raglio - Turk. - Pers. sarai palace, 

serai caravanserai; Turkish palace, xvn. 
- Turk. - Pers. sarai lodging, residence, palace, 

seraph one of the seraphim, xvii. Back- 
formation from seraphim, -in. So seraphic pert, 
to the seraphim; ecstatic in worship or devotion. 
xvii. - medL. seraphic us. ser&phical xvi. 

seraphim the living creatures with six wings 
of Isaiah 6, in early Christian interpretation 
taken to be a class of angels. OE., ME. seraphin, 
later seraphim (xvi) - biblical L. seraphim, -in 
(= Gr. seraphim, -pheim) - Heb. seraphim, pi. of 
sdraph. 

sere (arch.) dry, withered. OE. sear = MLG. sor 
(LG. soor, Du. zoor)Gmc. *sauraz IE. *sou- 
sos, repr. also by Gr. aiios, (Attic) hauos, and rel. 
to L. sudus dry. 

serenade music performed at night in the open 
air, esp. by a lover, xvii. - F. serenade - It. ser- 
enata, f. sereno serene, in sense infl. by sera 
evening; see -ade. Hence vb. xvii. 

serendipity faculty of making happy dis¬ 
coveries by accident, xviii. Coined by Horace 
Walpole from the title of the fairy-tale 'The 
Three Princes of Serendip’, the heroes of which 
were always making such discoveries; see -ity. 

serene (of weather, etc.) clear and calm; 
honorific epithet of a prince xvi; (of persons) 
calm, untroubled xvii. In both the early senses 
first in Sc. - L. serenus clear, fair, calm (whence 
It. sereno). So serenity xv (first in Sc. as a title 
of honour). - (Q)F. or L. 

serf fslave xv; person in servitude ‘attached to 
the soil’ xvii. - (O)F.L. serous slave, 

serge woollen fabric, xiv. ME. surge, later serge 
(xvi) - OF. sarge, later serge Rom. *sarica, for 
L. serica, fern, of sericus - Gr. serikos of silk. 

sergeant, serjeant fservant xn; tcommon 
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soldier; ftenant by military service below a 
knight; officer charged with the arrest of offen¬ 
ders, etc. (now in s. at arms): (after law L. ser- 
viens ad legem serjeant-at-law) xin; officer of the 
Corporation of London xv; military non¬ 
commissioned officer xvi. - OF. sergent, serjant 
(mod. sergent)L. servientem (see -ant), prp. of 
servire serve (cf. servant). The form withy has 
become appropriated to leg. use. 

sericulture cultivation of silk. xix. Shor¬ 
tened - F. sericiculture, f. late L. sericum silk, n. 
of sericus: see serge, culture. 

series xvn. - L. series row, chain, series, f. serere 
join, connect. So serial xix (first of the pub¬ 
lication of a literary work). - modL. serialis: see 
-al1. seriatim xvn. - medL. 

serif (typogr.) fine cross-stroke at top or bottom 
of a letter, xix. perh. - Du. sch reef dash, line, 

seringa xvm. - F. - L. string a. 
serious of grave or solemn disposition xv; re¬ 
quiring earnest thought xvi. - (O)F. serieux or 
late L. seriosus, f. serius (used only of things in 
classical times), perh. rel. to the Gmc. base repr. 
by OE. sweer, swdr, OHG. swdr (G. schwer) 
heavy; see -ious. serio- used as comb, form (see 
-o ), as in serio-comic (xvm). 

sermon xii. ME. serm(o)un - AN. sermun, 
(O)F. sermon L. sermo, -on- talk, discourse, 

sero- used as comb, form (see -o-) of serum, xix. 
serous pert, to serum, xvi. - F. sereux or medL. 
serosus, f. serum. 

serpent scaly limbless reptile, snake xrv; wind 
instrument of wood shaped with three U-shaped 
turns xviii. - (O)F. serpent L. serpens, -ent-, 
sb. use of prp. of serpere creep, cogn. with Gr. 
herpein, Skr. sdrpati: see -ent. So serpentine 
xrv. - (O)F. - late L.; see -ine1. 

serpigo creeping skin disease, xrv. - medL., f. 
serpere crawl. So serpiginous xvn. - modL. 

serpula marine annelid which inhabits a tor¬ 
tuous calcareous tube. xvm. - modL. use of late 
L. serpula, dim. f. L. serpere (see serpent). 

serrate notched like a saw. xvii. - L. serratus, 
f. serra saw; see -atej. So serrated (-ed1) xvm. 

serried in close order, xvii. Either (i) f. (arch.) 
serry press close together in the ranks (xvi), 
prob. f. (O)F. serre, pp. of serrer Rom. *serrdre 
press close, alt. of L. (in comps.) serdre, f. sera 
lock, bolt; or (ii) sp. of fserred (disyll ), pp. of 
fserr (xvi) - (O)F. serrer: see -ed1. 

serum watery animal fluid, xvn. - L. serum 
whey, watery fluid. 

serval flynx; bush cat. xvm. - modL., F. serval 
- Pg. (lobo) cerval ‘deer-like (wolf)’, f. cervo 

L. cervus deer; see - al1. 
servant personal or domestic attendant xm; 
one under obligation to work for (and obey) an¬ 
other xiv. - OF. servant m. and fern, (now only 
fern, -ante), sb. use of prp. of servir serve; see 
-ANT and Cf. SERGEANT. 

serve be a servant (to), xm; many deriv. uses 
from the same date. - (O)F. servir or L. servire, 
f. L. serous slave. So service1 condition or work 
of a servant, xn {serfise, seruise). - OF. servise, 
(also mod.) service, or - L. servitium slavery! 
serviceable xrv. - OF serviette table napkin, 
xv. In earliest use only Sc. (seruiot, -iat, later 
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seruit), since c.1800 re-adopted in gen. Eng. use 
with F. sp. - (0)F. serviette towel, napkin, f. ser- 
vir; see -ette. servile pert, to a slave or to 
laborious or mechanical work xrv; of slavish 
character xvn. - L. servilis. servitor t(man)ser- 
vant xrv; tone who serves in war xvi; former 
class of exhibitioner at Oxford university xvii. - 

OF. servitor (mod. serviteur) - late L servitor. 
servitude slavery xv; (Sc. leg.) subjection or 
subservience of property xvi. - (O)F. - L. servi¬ 
tude. servo- xix, in servo-motor - F servo- 
moteur auxiliary motor (see -o). 

service* tree of the genus Sorbus xvi (serves, 
servyse). orig pi. of fserve, OE. syrfe Gmc. 
*surbjon - popL. *sorbea, f. L. sorbus service 
tree. 

sesame E. Indian plant, Sesamum indicum xv 
(in early use hardly naturalized and appearing 
in various forms). - L. sesamum, sisamum, 
sesama, -ima - Gr. stsamon, sesame. Since late 
xvin the currency of sesame is due to trans¬ 
lations of‘The Arabian Nights’ from F. (sesame) 
and the trisyll. pronunc. to Gr. sesame 

sesqui- prefix denoting one and a half. - L. 
*semisque a half in addition (see semi ); in mu¬ 
sical terms, e g. sesquialtera (denoting the 
proportion 14:1) xvi; in other terms, e g. sesqui¬ 
pedalian a foot and a half long xvii; in chem. 
terms, denoting a proportion of 3 to 2 between 
constituents of compounds xix. 

sess var. of cess (in Ir. use), xvi. 
sessile (path.) adhering close to the surface; 
(nat. hist.) immediately attached to the base 
xvm; sedentary xix. - L. sessilis, f. sess-, pp. stem 
of sedere sit; see -ile. 

session sitting together for conference, spec, 
judicial sitting xrv; continuous series of meet¬ 
ings xvi; act of sitting, occupation of a seat xvii. - 

(O)F. session or L. sessid, -on-, f. sess-, pp. stem 
of sedere sit; see -ion. 

sesterce ancient Roman coin, orig. equiv. to 2$ 
asses, xvi. - L. sestertius that is two and a half, 
f. semis half+ tertius third; see semi-. So 
sestertium 1000 sesterces, xvi. - L. 

sestet (mus.) composition for six voices or 
instruments; last six lines of a sonnet, xix. - It. 
sestetto, f. sesto sixth; see -et. 

sestina poem of six six-line stanzas, xix. - It. 
sestina, f. sesto sixth; see prec. 

set’ pt., pp. set cause to sit; (hence) place, put, 
with many spec, applications lit. and fig. OE.; 
tsubside OE. (late); (of a luminary) go down, 
sink below the horizon xm (prob. after ON. refl. 
setjask). OE. settan = OS. settian (Du. zetten), 
OHG. sezzan (G. setzen), ON. setja, Goth. 
satjan Gmc. *satjan, causative of *setjan sit. 

set* A. setting of a luminary xiv; B. in various 
applications of the senses ‘act of setting’, ‘man¬ 
ner or position in which a thing is set’, ‘some¬ 
thing that is set’ from xv. Mainly f. set'; but 
sense A may be in part due to ON. -setr, -seta (as 
in solarsetr, -seta sunset). 

set3 number or group of persons xrv; number or 
collection of things xvi. orig., in sense ‘sect’ - 
OF. sette L. secta sect, but in later de¬ 
velopments infl. by set' and apprehended as 
‘number set together’ (cf. set*); the application 

to things may be partly due to MLG gesette set 
or suite of things. 

seton thread, etc. drawn through a fold of the 
skin to maintain an issue xrv; the issue itself 
xvi. - medL. setd, -on-, app f. L. seta bristle, in 
medL. also silk 

settee’ (hist.) vessel with lateen sails used in the 
Mediterranean, xvi (settea, later sattee, satia, set¬ 
tee). - It. saettia, held to be f. saetta arrow L. 
sagitta. 

settee* seat to hold two or more persons, xvm. 
of uncert. orig. 

setter dog of a breed trained to mark the position 

of hunted game. xvi. f. set’ + -er‘. 

setterwort species of hellebore, xvi. prob. - 

MLG. siterwort, the first el. of which is of unkn. 

origin; see wort'. 

settle' fseat OE., long wooden bench with a high 
back xvi. OE. setl, corr. to MLG., MDu. setel, 
OHG sezzal (G. sesset), Goth. sitLsGmc. *setlaz, 
*setlam, rel. to L. sella saddle *sedla, f. *sed- 
srr; see -le'. 

settle* place in a certain position OE.; come to 

rest after movement or agitation xm; sink down 

xrv; render stable, establish xrv; fix, determine, 

make an agreement xvi OE. setl(i)an place (rare; 

implied also in setlung sitting-down, setting of 

the sun), f. setl settle’. 

setwall (root of) the plant Valeriana officinalis. 
xm. ME. zedewal, zeduale, cetewale - AN. zede- 
wale, OF. citoual - medL. *zedoale, var. oizedoar- 
ium ZEDOARY. 

seven OE. seofon = OS. sibun (Du. zeven), OHG. 
sibun (G. sieben), ON. sjau, Goth, sibun Gmc. 
*sebun IE. *septm, repr. by Skr. saptd, Gr. 
heptd, L. septem, OS1. sedmi, Lith. septyni, OIr. 
secht. So seventeen OE. seofontiene. seventh 
xrv. New formation, directly f. seven + th*, repl. 
(i) OE. (Angl.) seofunda, ME. sevende = OS. si- 
vondo, OHG. sibunto (G. siebente), ON. sjaundi 
Gmc. *sebundan-, (ii) OE. seofoda, ME. severe, 
repl. in ME. by sevenpe = OS. sivodo Gmc. 
*sebunbo-. seventy OE. (hund)seofontig = OS. 
sivuntig, OHG. sibunzug, ON. sjautigr, see -ty'. 

sever xrv. - AN. severer, OF. sevrer (now, 
wean) Rom. *seperdre, for L. separdre separ¬ 

ate. So several existing apart; pert, to an in¬ 
dividual; also sb. xv. - AN several (whence 
medL. severalis) - medL. separalis, f. L. sepdr sep 
arate; see -al'. severance xv. - AN. severance, 
OF. sevrance. 

severe extremely strict xvi; extremely grievous, 
exacting, or painful xvii. - (O)F. severe or L. 
severus. So severity xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

severy (archit.) compartment of a roof or 
scaffolding, xiv (revived xix). - AN. *civorie, OF. 
civoire ciborium. 

Sevres Name of a town in France, near Paris, 
designating a costly porcelain, xvm (Sev(r)e). 

sew pt sewed, pp. sewn, sewed join together with 
thread, etc. OE. si(o)wan = OHG siuwen, ON. 
syja, Goth, siujan Gmc. *siwjan, f. EE *siw- 
*sju-, repr. also by L. suere, Gr. -suein. 

sewer' artificial channel for draining, xv. - AN. 
sever(e), ONF. se(u)wiere channel to carry off 
overflow from a fishpond Rom. *exaqudria, f. 
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*exaqudre (f. L. ex-' +aqua water), whence OF. 
essever drain off. 

sewer* (hist.) attendant who arranged a meal 
and tasted the dishes, xiv. Aphetic - AN. 
asseour, f. (Q)F. asseoir place a seat for L. 
assidere, f. as- + sedere sit. 

sewin kind of salmon trout, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
sex males or females collectively xrv (rare be¬ 
fore xvi); condition in respect of being male or 
female xvi. - (O)F sexe or L. sexus m., rel. to 
synon. secus n. So sexual xvn. - late L.; see -al1. 

sex- comb, form of L. sex six, as in techn. terms, 
e.g. (zool.) sexdigital, (chem.) sexvalent, sexa¬ 
genarian xvin. sexagenary pert, to 60 xvi; 
aged 60 xvn. Sexagesima xvi (earlier t-ime xrv) 
second Sunday before Lent (cf. Septuagesima). 
sexagesimal (-al1) (math.) pert, to or based on 

’ 60 xvn. sexcentenary of 600 xvin; of a period 
of 600 years xix. sexennial see biennial, sext 
(eccl.) the third of the day hours of the Church, 
so called because orig. allocated to the sixth 
hour of the day (midday), xv. - L. sexta, sb. use 
of fern, of sextus sixth. 

sextant (astron.) instrument resembling a 
quadrant having a graduated arc equal to | of a 
circle, xvii. - modL. use of L. sextans, -ant- sixth 
part (of an as, etc.), f. sextus sixth, sextet(te) xix. 
alt. of sestet after L. sex six. sextile (astrol.) pert, 
to the aspect of two heavenly bodies which are 
80 or | of the zodiac distant, xvi. - L. sextilis, f. 
sextus sixth, sextillion see billion, fsexto- 
decimo size of a book in which the leaf is h 
of the sheet, fdecimosexto; sixteenmo, xvii. sex¬ 
tuple sixfold, xvii. 

sexton sacristan, (later) guardian of a church 
fabric and churchyard, bell-ringer and grave¬ 
digger. xrv. ME. segerstane, secristeyn, sekesteyn, 
sexteyn, (from xvi) sexton - AN., OF. segerstein, 
secrestein - medL. sacristanus sacristan. 

sforzando (mus.) direction for emphasis, xix. - 
It., gerund of sforzare use force 

sh excl. to enjoin silence, also written 'sh as if 
an abbrev. of hush, of which it is the common 
int. equiv. xix. 

shabby dingy and faded; contemptibly un¬ 
generous. xvn. Parallel to fshabbed (OE. 
sceabbede), as scabby to scabbed: f. shab scab 
(OE.), low fellow (xvn), OE. sceabb = ON. 
*skabbr scab; see -y1. 

shabrack saddle-cloth, xix. - G. schabracke, F. 
schabraque; ult. - Turk. Qaprak. 

shack (N. Amer.) xix. of uncert. orig. 
shackle sb. fetter OE.; transf. uses from xrv. 
OE. sc(e)acul, corr. to LG. schakel link of a chain, 
hobble, Du. schakel, ON. skQkull wagon-pole, f. 
Gmc *skak-; see -le1. Hence vb. xv. 

shad fish of the genus Alosa. Late OE. sceadd, 
of unkn. orig. 

shaddock fruit of Citrus grandis. xvii. f. name 
of Captain Shaddock, who introduced it into 
Barbados. 

shade shadow; protection from glare or heat 
OE.; concr., as in lampshade, sunshade xvn; dis¬ 
embodied spirit (pi. the shades Hades); degree 
of colour; slight degree xvm. OE. sc(e)adu 
fern. (obi. cases repr. by shadow), and obi. cases 
sceade, sceadu, etc. of scead n. 

shadow comparative darkness; image cast by 
a body intercepting light; shelter from light and 
heat. xn. ME. sceadewe, shadewe, repr. obi. 
forms, scead(u)we, of OE. sceadu shade, corr. to 
OS. skado (Du. schaduw), OHG. scato (G. schatte, 
later schatten), Goth, skadus Gmc. *skadwaz, 
*skadwo; cf. Gr. skotos darkness, OIr. scdth 
shadow. So vb. OE. sceadwian = OS. skado- 
wan, skadoian (Du. schaduwen), OHG. seatewen, 
Goth, -skadwjan Hence shadowy ( y*) xrv. 

shaft1 rod of spear, etc. OE.; long straight part 
of an object xrv; long bar or rod in a vehicle 
or machine xvii. OE. sexft, sceaft = OS. skaft, 
OHG. scaft (Du., G. schaft), ON. skaft Gmc. 
*skaft- perh. to be referred to IE. *skdp-, *sk&bh- 
support, as in L. sedpus shaft, stem, shank, Gr. 
(Doric) skapton staff. 

shaft* long well-like excavation giving access to 
a mine xv. - MLG. schacht, prob. spec, appli¬ 
cation of shaft1. 

shag1 rough hair or wool OE.; cloth having a 
velvet nap xvi; fine-shredded tobacco (in full 
s. tobacco, i.e. a use of the adj) xvin. Late 
OE. sceacga, rel. to ON. skegg beard (:- 
*skasJam), OE. sceaga coppice, shaw. Hence 
xvi. tshagged. Late OE. sceacgede ( ed*); super¬ 
seded by shaggy (-Y1) xvi. Not evidenced 
between OE. and late xvi. 

shag* cormorant, xvi. perh. a use of shag1 (sb. 
or adj ), with ref. to the bird’s shaggy crest, 

shagreen untanned leather, xvii. var. sp. of 
chagrin - F. - Turk, sagri rump, skin of this, 

shah king of Persia, xvi (shaw, shaugh). - Pers. 
sdh, shortening of OPers. xsdyaOiya-. 

shake pt. shook, pp. shaken tgo, move; vibrate, 
cause to vibrate. OE. str. vb. sc(e)acan = OS. 
skakan, ON. skaka Gmc. *skakan. Hence 
shaky ( y1) xviii. 

shako military cap. xix. - F. schako - Hung. 
esako peak, peaked cap - G. zacken point, spike, 

shale xvm. prob. - G. schale (not used in this 
sense, but cf. schalstein laminated limestone, 
schalgebirge mountain system of thin strata) = 
OE. sc(e)alu scale1. So shaly (-y1) xvii. 

shall pt. should. Gmc. preterite-pres. vb., with 
a new wk. pt. (cf. can*, etc.) orig. meaning fl 
owe, (hence) tl ought, must, am to, passing 
thence into a tense-sign of the future and a mark 
of contingency. OE. sceal = OS. skal (Du. zal), 
OHG. seal (G. soil), ON., Goth, skal, Gmc. (*skel-) 
*skal- *skul-, repr. also by OE. gescola, OS., 
OHG. skolo, Goth, skula debtor, OE scyld, OS. 
skuld, OHG. sculd, sculda (G. schuld) debt, guilt, 

shalloon woollen fabric, xvii. - (O)F. chalon, f. 
name of C/id/ons-sur-Marne, France, 

shallop sloop; dinghy, xvi. - F. chaloupe - Du. 
sloep sloop. 

shallot small onion. Allium ascalonicum. xvii. 
Aphetic of teschalot - F. eschalotte (now echa- 
lotte), alt. of OF. esc(h)aloigne scallion. 

shallow not deep. xv. Obscurely rel. to synon. 
OE. sceald, ME. schald: see shoal1. 

sham sb. ttrick, fraud xvn; spurious imitation 
xvm; adj. false, counterfeit xvn; vb. fdefraud, 
hoax, fattempt to pass off; counterfeit, assume 
appearance of xvii. of uncert. orig.; poss. north, 
dial. var. of shame. 
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shaman priest among N. Asiatic tribes, xvii. - 
G. schamane, Russ, shaman. 

shamble walk with an ungainly gait, xvn (late), 
f. shamble adj. ungainly, shambling (early xvn), 
perh. orig. in s. legs, which may have orig. 
meant legs straddling like those of the trestles 
of a meat table’ (see next); see -le*. 

shambles (dial.), meat-market (orig. flesh s.) 
xv; slaughter-house xvi. orig. pi. of shamble 
table or stall for the sale of meat (xrv), spec, use 
of OE. sc{e)amul stool, table = OS. -skamel, 
OHG. -scamil footstool; WGmc. - L. scamellum, 
dim. of scamnum bench. 

shame feeling of disgrace; state of disgrace, cir¬ 
cumstance causing this OE.; modest feeling xrv. 
OE. sc(e)amu = OS., OHG. skama (Du. schaam- 
in comps., G. scham), ON. skqmm Gmc. 
*skamd, on the same base are formed OE. scand, 
OHG. scanda (G. schande), Goth, skanda 
disgrace. So shame vb. OE. sc(e)amian intr. and 
impers. shamefaced modest, bashful, xvi. alt., 
by assim. to face, -faced, of (arch.) shamefast, 
OE. sc(e)amfaest (fast1; faest is a common suffix 
of OE. adjs. equiv. to -ful, -ous). shameful, -less 
OE. sc{e)amful, -leas. 

shammy xvm. repr. pronunc. of chamois. 

shampoo massage (as now in a Turkish bath) 
xvm; wash and rub (the scalp) xix. - Hind. 
cdpo, imper. of cdpnd. 

shamrock xvi. - Ir. seamrog, dim. of seamar 
clover. 

shandy(gaff) mixture of beer and ginger-beer 
or lemonade, xix. of unkn. orig. 

shanghai (naut. si., orig. U.S.) render in¬ 
sensible and ship on board a vessel wanting 
hands (perh. orig. one destined for Shanghai), 
xrx. f. Shanghai, name of a Chinese seaport, 

shank shin-bone, tibia OE.; stem, shaft xvi. OE. 
sceanca = LG. schanke, Flem. schank WGmc. 
*skatjkan, rel. to MLG. schenke, Du. schenk leg 
bone (:- *skaijkiz), LG., (M)HG. schenkel (:- 

*skaijkilaz), the base corr. formally to that of 
ON. skakkr (:- *skaijkaz) wry, distorted, lame, 
and Gr. skdzein limp. Phrs. Shanks's mare, pony 
for ‘the legs as a means of transport’ are orig. 
Sc. (xviii), the pi. of the common noun being joc. 
turned into a surname. 

shanty' roughly built cabin or hut. xix (first in 
N Amer. use), perh. - Canadian F. chantier. 

shanty2 sailor’s song. xix. app. corruption of F. 
chantez, imper. of chanter sing, 

shape external or visible form; fsexual organs 
OE.; guise xvi; form or kind of structure xvii. 
orig. OE. gesceap creation, creature, form, pu 
dendum, decree, destiny, corr. to OS. giskapu 
pi. creatures, decrees, ON. skap condition, pi. 
fate; f. Gmc. *skap base of the vb. So shape vb 
fcreate; fashion, form. Early ME. new formation 
on the pp., repl. orig. OE. *sc{i)eppan, corr. to 
OS. *giskeppian, Goth, gaskapjan, f. Gmc. 
*skap- create, fashion; first established as a 
wk. vb. xvi; the OE. pp. survives chiefly in 
misshapen, shapeless xm. shapely ffit, suit¬ 
able; well-shaped, xiv (see -ly1). 

shard, sherd (dial.) gap; fragment of broken 
earthenware. OE. sceard, corr. to MLG. skart 
crack, chink. MDu. scarde, schart flaw, frag¬ 

ment (Du. schaard), (M)HG. scharte, ON. skard 
notch, gap, sb. uses of the adj. repr. by OE. 
sceard, OS. skard, OHG. -scart, ON. skardr 
Gmc. *skar6az cut, notched, diminished, pp. 

formation on *skar- *sker shear. 

share1 cutting blade of a plough. OE. sczer, 
scear, corr. to MLG. scharie), OHG. scario), scare 
(G. schary, WGmc. deriv. of Gmc. *skar- *sker 
SHEAR. 

share1 allotted portion xrv; portion of a prop¬ 
erty owned by a number in common xvi. The 
earliest exx. are in AN. and AL. documents; 
repr. spec, development of OE. scearu lit. cut¬ 
ting, division’, recorded only in senses ‘tonsure’, 
‘fork of the body’, and in comps.; corr. to OS. 
skara feudal service, troop, MLG. schare troop, 
share, OHG. scara troop, share of forced labour 
(Du. schaar, G. schar troop, muititude), ON. 
skariGmc. deriv. of *skar- *sker- cut, divide, 
shear. Hence share vb. xvi. 

shark large voracious seafish xvi; rapacious or 
extortionate person xvm. of unkn. orig. 

sharp having a keen edge or point; keen, acute; 
severe, harsh; pungent OE.; shrill xrv; (mus.) 
xvi; sb. uses date from xrv. OE. sc(e)arp = OS 
skarp (Du. scherp), OHG. skarf,scarpf(G. scharf), 
ON. skarpr Gmc. *skarpaz; cf. OE. scearpe 
scarification, scearpian scarify, OHG. scurfen 
(G. schiirfen scratch), and scrape. Hence 
sharpen xv. superseding (dial.) sharp, OE. 
*scierpan, scerpan, see en‘. sharper cheat, 
swindler, xvn. See -er'; cf. sharp vb. swindle 
(xvn). sharply ( ly1), sharpness OE. 

shatter (dial.) scatter, disperse xn; break in 
pieces xv. orig. and relation to scatter uncert., 
there being no evidence for either word before 
xn. 

shave scrape, pare away OE.; remove with a 
razor xiii. OE. str. vb. s<ke)afan = OS. skaban, 
OHG. scaban (Du. schaven, G. schaben), ON. 
skafa, Goth, skaban Gmc. *skaban. The vb. 
became wk. xrv, with the literary survival str. 
pp. shaven. Hence shaveling (-ling1) tonsured 
ecclesiastic, xvi. shaver ( er1) one who shaves 
xv; fplunderer, swindler; (hence colloq.) fellow, 
chap, wag xvi. 

shaw (dial.) thicket, copse. OE. sceaga, corr. to 
NFris. skage farthest edge of cultivated land, 
ON. skagi promontory, rel. to OE. sceacga (see 
shag'). 

shawl Oriental oblong article of dress made in 
Kashmir from the hair of a goat of Tibet xvii; in 
the West, outer covering for the shoulders (and 
head) xvm. Earliest forms (s)chal, scial, shaul, 
ult. - Urdu, etc. - Pers sal, prob. f. Shaliat, a 
town in India. 

shawm (hist.) medieval wind instrument, xrv. 
ME. schallemele, pi. chalm(e)yes, schalmes, later 
(sg.) schalmus, shawme (xvi). - (i) OF. chalemel 
(mod. chalumeau) Rom *calamellus, dim. of 
L. calamus reed - Gr. kalamos; (ii) OF. (unexpl) 
chalemie\ (iii) OF. chalemeaus, pi. of chalemel. 

shay chaise, xvm (also chay). Back-formation 
from chaise, misapprehended as pi. 

she 3rd sg. fern. nom. pers. pron. This form repr. 
east midi. ME. sca?(xn), sje, sse, scfie(xm), paral¬ 
lel with which there were ME. scho, sho and 
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3ho, 3he. All types appear to be developments of 
the OE. fem. pers. pron. heo, acc. hie. 

sheaf OE. sdeaf = OS. skof (Du. sc hoof), OHG. 
scout sheaf, bundle or wisp of straw (G. schaub), 
ON. skauf fox’s brush Gmc. *skaubaz (-am), f. 
*skaub- *skeub- *skub- (see shove). 

shear pt. sheared, fshore, pp. sheared, shorn. OE. 
str. vb. sc(i)eran = OS. -skeran (Du. scheren), 
OHG. sceran (G. scheren), ON. skera Gmc. 
* skeran. Hence shearling (ling1) sheep that 
has been shorn once. xiv. shearwater bird of 
the genus Pujfinus. xvti. shears pi. (rarely sg.) 
scissors, now only of a large kind. OE. (i) scerero 
pi., (ii) sceara, pi. of scear fem., corr. to MLG. 
sc here, MDu. scare, scere (Du. schaer), OHG. 
skdr, pi. skari (G. schere), ON. skxri n. pi. 

sheat-fish freshwater fish Silurus glanis. xvi. 
Earlier sheath-fish, prob. f. sheath + fish. 

sheath OE. saed, scead = OS. skedia (Du. 
scheede, schee), OHG. sceida (G. scheide), ON. 
skeidir pi. scabbard Gmc. *skaipiz, *skaipjo, 
prob. f. *skaip- divide (see shed1). 

sheave pulley, xrv. repr. OE. *scife, rel. to OS. 
skiba, (M)LG, MDu. schive (Du schijf), OHG. 
sciba (G. scheibe), f. base meaning variously 
disc, wheel, pulley, pane of glass, slice of bread, 

shebeen illicit public house xvin. - Anglo-Ir. 
sibin, seibin, f. seibe liquid measure, mug. 

shed1 pt., pp. shed fseparate, divide OE.; (dial.) 
spill, let fall, pour, send forth as an emanation 
xn; give forth, diffuse xrv; cast off xvi. OE. str. 
vb. sc(e)ddan, corr. to OS. skedan, OHG. sceidan 
(Du., G. scheiden), Goth, skaidan Gmc. *skai- 
Qan, *skaipan. Beside orig. OE. sc(e)ddan, repr. 
by early ME. shade, a var. with falling diphthong 
sceadan arose, from which the present shed de¬ 
scends. The OE. vb. retained its str. conjugation 
in WS., but is found only wk. in Nhb.; str. forms 
persisted to some extent in ME., but wk. forms 
finally prevailed. 

shed1 fseparation OE. (dial.) parting of the hair 
xrv; ridge of ground dividing valleys (cf. water¬ 

shed) xvi; spacing between the threads of the 
warp xviii. OE. (ge)scead, alt. of (ge)scead f. base 
of shed’. 

shed0 slight structure for shelter, xv (shadde). 
prob. specialized use of shad(de), shed(de), by¬ 
forms of shade. 

sheen (poet.) beautiful, bright, resplendent. OE. 
(Angl.) scene, (WS.) sciene = OS., OHG. skoni 
(Du. schoon, G. schon), Goth, skauns Gmc. 
*skauniz, *skaunjaz, f. *skau- behold (see show). 

Hence sb. brightness, xvii. Apprehended as 
abstr. noun of shine; whence sheeny ( y1) xvii. 

Sheeny (si.) Jew. xix. of unkn orig. 
sheep OE. (Angl.) seep, (WS.) sexp, sceap = OS. 
skap (Du. schaap), OHG. scaf (G. schaf) 
WGmc. *skxpa, of which no cogns. are known. 
Hence sheepish (-ish1) xh. 

sheer1 tbright, shining; (of fabrics) thin, fine; 
unmixed, unqualified xvi; rising perpendicu¬ 
larly without a break xviii. prob. alt. of (dial.) 
shire clear, pure, mere, thin, weak, OE. scir = 
OS. skir(i), ON. skirr, Goth, skeirs Gmc. 
*skiraz, *skirjaz, f. *skt- shine. 

sheer1 (of a ship) turn aside, xvii. perh. - 
(M)LG., (M)HG. scheren, identical with shear. 

sheer* (naut.) curve of a ship. xvn. prob. f. 
SHEAR. 

sheer hulk hulk of a disused ship fitted with 
hoisting shears, xvm. f. sheers (identical with 
shears) device for raising masts, etc., the form 
of which suggests a pair of shears + hulk. 

sheet1 broad piece of linen (etc.) covering OE. 
(as an article of bedding xm); piece of paper or 
parchment for writing or printing on; broad ex¬ 
panse xvi. OE. (Angl.) scete, (WS.) sciete, f. Gmc. 
*skaut- *skeut- *skut- (see shoot), one meaning 
of which is project’. The unmutated stem is 
repr. by OE. sceat comer, region, lap, bosom, 
skirt, cloth = MLG. schdt, (M)Du. school lap, 
sail-rope, OHG. scoz (G. schoss) skirt, lappet, lap, 
ON. skaut comer, quarter, skirt, bosom, sail- 
rope, Goth, skauts hem of garment, and the 
forms s.v. sheet*. 

sheet* rope attached to lower (leeward) comer 
of a sail. xrv. repr. OE. sedata lower comer of a 
sail, but used for sceatline (see line*) = MLG. 
schotline (cf. ON. skautreip), prob. after ON. 
skaut or MLG., MDu. schcte, both in this sense. 
OE. sceata corr. to (M)LG. sc hate, OHG. scoza 
skirt, ON. skauti kerchief; cf. sheet1. 

sheet-anchor largest of ship’s anchors, xv 
(shute anker), xvn (sheet a.). The earliest forms 
point to deriv. from tshoot sheet of a sail (xv 
to xvn) - (M)LG. schote, (M)Du. schoot (see 
sheet’**); the connection in sense is not obvious, 

sheikh xvi. ult. - Arab, saik (prop.) old man, f. 
sa%a grow old. 

shekel Semitic unit of weight, chief silver coin 
of the Hebrews, xvi. - Heb. sekel, f. sdkal weigh, 

shekinah manifestation of the Divine Majesty 
‘between the cherubims’ (Exod. 25: 22, etc.), 
xvn. - late Heb. s'khindh, f. sdkhan rest, dwell, 

sheldrake bird of the genus Tadorna. xrv. 
prob. f. (dial.) sheld particoloured, pied, rel. to 
MDu. schiilede variegated, f. schilien diversify 
(modDu. verschillen differ) + drake*. 

shelf’ horizontal slab of wood, etc. to hold ob¬ 
jects xrv; ledge or terrace of land xix (shelfy adj. 
xviii) - (M)LG. schelf shelf, set of shelves; rel. to 
OE. scylfe partition, compartment, scylf rugged 
rock, crag, pinnacle. Hence shelve vb. tproject 
like a shelf; provide with shelves, xvi. 

shelf1 sandbank in the sea or a river, xvi. prob. 
alt., by assoc, with prec., of synon. +shelp (xv), 
repr. OE. scylp, of unkn. orig. 

shell hard outer covering of an animal, fruit, 
etc.; scale or scale-like object OE.; hollow or con¬ 
cave object xvi; exterior cover or case (spec, one 
containing powder and shot) xvn. OE. (Angl.) 
scell,QNS.)sciell = (M)LG., MDu. schelle,schille, 
Du. schel, schil pod, rind, scale, shell, ON. skel 
sea-shell, Goth, skalja tile Gmc. *skaljo, f. 
*skal- (cf. scale’’1). Hence vb xvi. 

shellac lac melted into thin plate for use as var¬ 
nish. XVIII. f. SHELL sb. + LAC. 

Shelta cryptic language of Irish tinkers, gipsies, 
etc., known also among them as sheldru, shelter. 
xix. of unkn. orig. 

shelter sb. xvi. of uncert. orig. Hence vb. xvi. 
shelve ttilt xvi; slope gradually xvii. perh. 
back-formation from shelvy having sandbanks 
(XVI), f. SHELF*+ -Y'. 
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shemozzle (si.) muddle, quarrel, melee, xrx. 
Also shlemozzle; of Yiddish orig., and based on 
late Heb. Selld’mazz&l, i.e. sel of, 16' not, mazzal 
planet, planetary influence, luck. 

shepherd sb. Late OE. sceaphierde, see sheep, 

herd*. Hence vb. xvm, shepherdess xrv. 
Sheraton name of Thomas Sheraton (1751- 

1806), furniture-maker and designer, applied to 
his products, xix. 

sherbet Oriental drink xvn; preparation in 
powder form for making an effervescing drink 
xrx. - Turk. $erbet, Pers. sarbat - Arab, sarab, f. 
sariba vb. drink. 

sherd see shard. 

sherif, shereef descendant of Muhammad 
through his daughter Fatima; sovereign ruler 
of certain states, xvi. - Arab, sarif noble, 
glorious, f. sarufa be exalted. 

sheriff representative of the royal authority 
in a shire or county. OE. scirgerefa, f. scir 
shire+gerefa reeve. Hence sheriffalty xvi; see 
SHRIEVALTY. 

sherry still white wine of a type orig. made near 
Xerez (now Jerez), a town in Andalusia, Spain, 
xvi. alt. of sherris (xvi), apprehended as a pi. or 
derived from sherris sack (see sack*), i.e. 
Sherries, repr. old pronunc. oiXerez. 

shew see show. 

shewbread twelve loaves placed every Sab¬ 
bath ‘before the Lord’ in the Jewish temple, xvi. 
f. shew, var of show vb. + bread, after G. 
schaubrot, repr. Heb. lehem panim ‘bread of 
presence'. 

shibboleth Heb. word used by Jephthah as a 
test word to distinguish the fleeing Ephraimites, 
who could not pronounce sh, from his own men, 
the Gileadites (Judges 12: 4-6) xrv; (gen.) word 
used as a test for detecting foreigners; catch¬ 
word adopted by a party xvii. - Heb. sibboleth 
stream. 

shiel (Sc. and north, dial.) shed, shanty, hut. 
xm. ME. shale, shele, of unkn. orig. Hence 
shieling piece of pasture for cattle; rough hut. 
xvi. See -ing\ 

shield article of defensive armour; (fig.) pro¬ 
tection, OE. sc(i)eld = OS., OHG. scild (Du., G. 
schild), ON. skjQldr, Goth, skildus - Gmc. *skel- 
duz, prob. orig. ‘board’ and so f. base *skel- 
divide, separate (cf. scale'). Hence vb. OE. 
sceldan, scildan. 

shift A. tarrange OE.; B. change xm; C. alter 
the position of xrv. OE. seif tan — MLG. schiften, 
schichten, MHG. schihten (G. schichten), ON. 
skipta divide, separate, change, f. base *skip- 
as in ON. skipa arrange, assign. Hence shift sb. 
A. expedient, contrivance, evasion; B. fchange; 
(spec.) of clothing; (esp.) woman’s chemise xvi; 
C. change of position, removal xvih. Hence 
shifty (-Y1) xvi. 

Shiite member of the Shiah sect of Muslims, 
xvm. f. Shiah (xvn) - Arab, si'a sect, f. sa'a follow; 
see -ite. 

shikar hunting, sport, xvii. - Urdu - Pers. sikar. 
shillelagh Irish cudgel, xvm. f. name of a 
barony and village in County Wicklow, Ireland, 
known for its oaks. 

shilling OE. scilling = OS., OHG. skilling 

((M)Du. sc helling, G. schilling), ON. skillingr, 
Goth, skilliggsGmc. *skillipgaz, of unkn. orig. 

shilly-shally phr. stand or go shill /, shall I 
vacillate, be irresolute xvn; aflj. vacillating; sb. 
vacillation xvm. f. shall I, with variation of 
vowel. 

shimmer I-ate OE. scymrian, * sc inter ian = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. schemeren be shaded or shad¬ 
owy, glimmer, glitter, G. schimmern, iterative 
(see -ER4) f. Gmc. *skim-, extension of *skt- 
shine*. Obs. in xvn; revived by Scott xix. Hence 
sb. xix. 

shin OE. scinu = (M)LG., MDu. schene (Du. 
scheeri), OHG. scina, shin, needle (G. schiene thin 
plate); the basic meaning is prob. ‘thin or nar¬ 
row piece’. 

shindy shinty; spree; commotion, xix. unexpl. 
alt. of shinty (i) game resembling hockey 
(xvm). (ii) row, commotion (xix), later var. of 
shinny (xvii), an earlier name of the game. 
Shinny and shinty appear to be derived from 
cries used in the game, shin ye, shin you, and 
shin t’ye; of unkn. orig. 

shine1 pt„ pp. shone. OE. str. vb. scinan = OS. 
sklnan, OHG. scinan (Du. schijnen, G. scheinen), 
ON. skina, Goth, skeinan Gmc. *skinan, f. 
*skt--, cf. sheer', shimmer. Hence shine sb. xvi; 
whence (unless f. the vb.) shiny (-y1) xvi. 

shine* (dial.) convivial party; (colloq.) row, dis¬ 
turbance. xix. perh. uses of prec. sb., but the 
senses are like those of shindy. 

shingle' piece of wood used as a house tile. xn. 
ME. scincle, scingle, singel, repr., with unexpl. 
modification, L. scindula, later form of scandula 
after Gr. skhidax, skhindalmos. Hence vb. roof 
with shingles xvi, (orig. U S.) cut (the hair) so 
as to produce the effect of overlapping tiles xix. 

shingle* (beach covered with) small roundish 
stones, xvi. of obscure orig. and history, 

shingles eruptive disease often extending 
round the middle of the body. xrv. Late ME. 
schingles, cingules, sengles - medL. use of L. 
cingulus, var. of cingulum girdle. 

Shinto native religion of Japan, xvm. - Jap. 
shinto - Chinese shin tao way of the gods, 

shinty see shindy. 

ship sb. OE. scip = OS. skip (Du. schip), OHG. 
skif (G. schiff), ON., Goth skip Gmc. *skipam, 
of unkn. orig. So ship vb. late OE. scipian 
Hence shipman (arch.) seaman, sailor. OE. 
scipman. shipment xix. shipmoisey 
(hist.) impost for providing ships for the navy. 
xvii. shipper (-er1) tseaman OE.; one who ships 
goods xvm. ship-shape trim, orderly, xvm. alt. 
of tship shapen (xvn) ‘arranged in ship fashion’, 
i.e. ship sb., and pp. of shape, shipwreck what 
is cast up from a wreck xi; destruction or loss of 
a ship xv. 

-ship suffix denoting state or condition: (1) 

added to adjs. and pps.; of the numerous OE. 
exx., only hardship and worship survive; (2) 

added to sbs. to denote the state or condition of 

being what is expressed by the sb., the qualities 

or character associated with, the power implied 

by, and spec, the position or dignity designated 

by the sb., as in OE. freondscipe friendship, 

hlafordscipe lordship, similarly in authorship, 
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craftsmanship, fellowship, horsemanship, king- 
ship, stewardship. In early mod. Eng. it is added 
to a sb. to denote a state of life relating to what 
is denoted by the sb.; courtship (xvi) is the chief 
instance, township is the one survival of a 
group of OE. sbs. with coll, sense, 

shire fofficial charge; tdistrict under a gover¬ 
nor, bishop’s see, etc.; administrative district 
later called county OE. (hence terminal element 
in names of counties xn). OE. scir = OHG. scira 
care, official charge; of uncert. orig. 

shirk fpractise fraud or trickery; (dial.) slink, 
sneak away xvn; evade (duty, etc.) xvui. rel. to 
tshirk sponger, perh. - G. schurke scoundrel, 

shirt OE. scyrte, corr. formally to (M)LG 
schdrt(e), schorte, MDu. schorte (Du. schort), G. 
schurze apron, ON. skyrta shirt; based on Gmc. 
*skurt- short. Hence shirty (si.) out of temper 
xix; f. phr. get (a person’s) shirt (out), cause him 
to lose his temper; see -y1. 

shit vb. xvn. Superseding (dial.) shite, OE. 
scitan = MLG. schiten (Du. schijten), OHG 
skizan (G. scheissen), ON. skita\ f. Gmc. *skit- 
*skit-. Short i was generalized from the pp. 
shitten (-en*). Hence sb. xvi. 

shiver* fragment, chip. xin. Early ME. scifre, 
scivre, corr. to OHG. scivaro splinter (G. schiefer 
slate, for schieferstein), f. Gmc. *sktf- split. So 
vb. xn (in ^to-shiver). Cf. MDu. scheveren, MHG 
schiveren (G. schiefern). 

shiver* tremble as with cold or fear. xm. Early 
ME. chivere, superseded by shiver xv, prob. by 
assoc, with shake (cf. chivere and schake xrv); 
perh. orig. referring to chattering of the teeth 
(cf. chevere with the chin xv) and so an alt. by 
substitution of -er‘ of ME. chavele, chefle wag 
the jaws, chatter, and chevele, chivele shiver 
(xrv), f. OE. ceafl jaw, jowl. 

shoal* shallow, xvi. alt. of late ME. scho(o)ld, 
Sc. schald (xrv), repr. OE. sc(e)ald (only in local 
names) *skaldaz, rel. to shallow. Hence 
shoal sb. shallow place, sandbank xvi; suc¬ 
ceeding to late ME. schald, sholde, earlier shelde. 

shoal* large number of fish, etc., swimming to¬ 
gether. late xvi. prob. - MLG., MDu. schole 
(adopted earlier as school*). 

shock1 pile of sheaves of grain, xrv, but implied 
earlier in AL. socca (xii), scoka (xiii), either repr. 
OE. *sc(e)oc or - (M)LG., (M)Du. schok shock 
of corn, group of 60 units, in OS. skok = MHG. 
schoc(h) heap, also (as in G. schock) sixty; of 
unkn. orig. Hence vb. xrv. 

shock* encounter of armed forces xvi; violent 
concussion xvn; sudden and disturbing im¬ 
pression on body or mind xvm. In early use also 
fcho(c)k, \choque - F. choc, f. (O)F. choquer 
(whence shock vb. xvi), of unkn. orig. Hence 
shocking ( ing*) xviii. 

shock3 thick mass (of hair), xix. prob. for shock 
head, in which shock is adj. (xvn) rough and 
thick, based on ishock, fshock-dog poodle (xvn), 
presumably var. of -\shough (xvi), of unkn. orig. 

shoddy woollen yarn obtained by tearing up 
refuse rags; cloth made of this, which does not 
show its origin, xix. of unkn. orig. Hence as adj. 
counterfeit and trashy, xix. 

shoe outer covering for the foot OE.; horseshoe 

xrv; various transf. senses from xv. OE. scd(h) 
= OS. skoh (Du. sc hoen), OHG. scuoh (G. schuh), 
ON. skor, Goth, skohs Gmc. *skdxaz or 
*skdxwaz, with no known cogns. Hence shoe 
vb. pt., pp. shod. OE. scdg(e)an. 

shogun hereditary commander-in-chief of the 
Japanese army. xvn. - Jap. shdgun, for sei-i-tai 
shogun ‘barbarian-subduing great general’ 
(shdgun repr. Chinese chiang chiin 'lead army’), 

shoo repr. excl. used to drive away birds, etc. 
xv (sc ho we, ssou). Hence vb. xvn. 

shoot pt., pp. shot go swiftly and suddenly; send 
forth (spec, missiles); wound or kill with a shot. 
OE. str. vb. sceotan = OS. skietan (Du. schieten), 
OHG. sciozzan (G. schiessen), ON. skjota Gmc. 
*skeutan, f. *skeut- *skaut- *skut-. Hence sb. act 
of shooting xvi; sloping channel or conduit (cf. 
SHUTE) XIX. 

shop building where goods are sold xm (in AL. 
schopa xi); building set apart for work xv. 
Aphetic - AN., OF. eschoppe (mod. echoppe) 
lean-to booth, cobbler’s stall - MLG. schoppe, 
corr. to OE. sc(e)oppa, OHG. scopf porch (G. 
schopf). 

shore* land bordering on a piece of water, xrv. 
- MLG., MDu. schore, perh. f. the base of shear. 

shore* oblique support for the side of a building, 
xv. - MLG., MDu. schdre (Du. schoor) prop, stay. 
So vb. prop up. xrv. - (M)LG., (M)Du. schoren. 

short opp. long OE.; not reaching a certain stan¬ 
dard xrv; friable, brittle xv. OE. sceort = OHG. 
scurz Gmc. *skurtaz. Hence shortage (orig. 
U.S.) xix. shortcoming xvn. f. phr. come s. 
shorten (-en*) xvi. shorthand xvn. 

shot act of shooting; that which is shot; 
payment, share (cf. scot). OE. sc(e)ot, 
gesc(e)ot = OS. -skot, MLG. (ge)scot, OHG. giscoz 
(G. (ge)schoss), ON. skotGmc. *skutaz, *3Ctskut, 
f. *skut- *skeut- shoot. 

shotten pp. of shoot, used of a fish that has 
spawned xv (s. herring fig. xvi). See en” 

shoulder sb. OE. sculdor, corr. to MLG. schul- 
dere, (M)Du. schouder, OHG. sculter(r)a (G. 
schulter) WGmc. *skuldr-, of unkn. orig. 
Hence vb. push with the shoulder(s) xra; sup¬ 
port with the shoulder(s) xvi. 

shout loud cry; vb. utter this. xrv. ME. schoute, 
poss. repr. a deriv. of *skut- *skut- *skeut- send 
forth forcibly, shoot. 

shove pt., pp. shoved thrust, push. OE. str. vb. 
scufan = MLG., MDu. schuven (Du. schuiven), 
OHG. sciuban (G. schieben), Goth, -skiuban 
Gmc. *skeuban, *skaub-, *skub--, cf. ON. skufa 
wk. The str. pt. and pp. began to be repl. by wk. 
forms in xrv. 

shovel sb. OE. scofl, corr. to (M)LG. schuffel, 
MDu. schof(f)el (Du. schoffet) shovel, hoe; with 
rel. forms showing a long vowel, as in OHG. scu 
vala (G. schaufel): f. Gmc. *skCtf- skClb- shove; 

see -el*. Hence vb. xv. 
show, shew pt. showed, pp. shown flook at, 
examine OE.; cause to be seen, point out, ex¬ 
hibit; make known, explain xn; be seen, appear 
xm. OE. sceawian = OS. skcwon (Du. 
schouwen), OHG. scouwdn (G. schauen) 
WGmc. wk. vb. *skauwojan, f. *skau- see, look 
IE. *skou-, repr. in Gr. thuosko(p)os priest, lit. 
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‘one who attends to sacrifices’, a form without 
initial s- being repr. by Skr. kavi- sage, poet, Gr. 
keein observe, L. cavere beware. The reversal of 
meaning from ‘see’ to ‘cause to be seen’ is 
unexpl. The str. pp. shown is attested xn; the 
wk. showed, shewed continued till xix. The sp. 
shew, shewn, repr. orig. a falling diphthong 
Csceaw-), as against show, which repr. a rising 
diphthong (sceaw ), is now of limited currency. 
Hence show sb. xm; whence showy (-y‘) xvm. 

shower fall of rain OE.; copious fall (of missiles 
QE.; of tears, etc. xiv); fconflict, attack, pang 
xm OE. scur = OS. skur, MDu. schuur (Du. 
schoer), OHG. scur(G. schauer)WGmc. *skura 
m., beside *skuro fern. (ON. skur shower of rain, 
of missiles, Goth, skura storm). Hence vb. xvi. 

shrapnel shell that bursts scattering bullets, 
xrx (S. shell), f. name of General Henry Shrapnel 
(1761-1842), who invented this shell during the 
Peninsular War. 

shred fragment cut or broken offOE.; fragment 
of textile material, also fig. xiv. OE. *scread (pi. 
screada), screade, corr. to OS. skrod, MLG. 
schrot, schrat, cut off piece, OHG. scrot (G. 
schroty, f. WGmc. *skraud- *skreud- *skrQd- cut. 
So shred vb. tpare, trim OE.; cut into small 
strips or slices xrv. OE. screadian. 

shrew* mammal of the genus Sorex, formerly 
held to be venomous. OE. screawa, scrxwa, rel. 
to OHG. scrawaz dwarf, MHG. schrawaz devil, 
Icel. skrgggr old man, Norw. skrugg dwarf. 
Comp, shrewmouse xvi. 

shrew* tmalignant man xm; person (now, 
woman) given to railing xiv. perh. transf. use 
of prec., but poss. spec, application of a word 
meaning ‘ill-disposed being’. Hence shrewish 

twicked xiv; ill-natured, given to scolding xvi. 
shrewd (dial.) wicked xiv; thurtful, dangerous, 
grievous, serious; (arch.) severe, hard xv; fcun- 
ning, artful, (eulogistically) astute, sagacious 
xvi. ME. schrewed(e), f. shrew* + -ed*; but some 
of the senses suggest that the formation is a pp. 
( ED1) of shrew* vb. curse, 

shriek vb. xvi. Also fshreak, fshreik, parallel to 
(dial.) screak (xv) - ON. skrxkja; other shr- 
forms are (dial.) shrike (xii) and shritch (xm), 
repr. the base of OE. scriccettan. Hence sb. xvi. 

shrievalty office of a sheriff, xvi. f. shrieve (xv- 
xix), sheriff + -ally. repr. OF. -alte (mod. -aute), 
as in mayoralty. 

shrift (fpenance imposed after) auricular con¬ 
fession. OE. scrift, corr. to (M)Du. schrift, OHG. 
scrift (G. schrift), ON. skript, skrift, f. shrive; see 
-T*. The meanings ‘penance’, ‘confession’ are 
confined to Eng. and Scand. and appear to have 
arisen from a sense of ‘prescribed penalty’; the 
other langs. have only the senses immed. con¬ 
nected with writing. 

shrike xvi. of obscure orig.; corr. formations 
are OE. scric thrush, MLG. schrik corncrake, rel. 
to vbs. cited under shriek. 

shrill xrv. Contemp. with ME. shrille vb.: super¬ 
seding (dial.) shille adj. and vb., OE. *sciell, scyl, 
and *sciellan, scyllan, cf. LG. schrell, G. schrill, 
rel. to OE. scralletan, Du. schrallen. 

shrimp small crustacean; puny person, xiv. 
Obscurely rel. to MLG. schrempen contract. 

wrinkle, schrimpen wrinkle the nose, schrum- 
pen wrinkle, fold. MHG schrimpfen contract, 
ON. skreppa slip away, and scrimp. 

shrine fbox, chest; repository for a saint’s relics 
OE.; casket for a dead body, tomb xrv; temple, 
church xvii. OE serin = MLG. schrin, MDu. 
schrine (Du. schrijn), OHG scrini (G. schrein), 
ON. skrin\ Gmc. - L. scrinium case or chest for 
books or papers. 

shrink pt. shrank, pp. shrunk, shrunken 
t’wither, cower, huddle OE.; become reduced in 
size or extent xm; retreat, recoil xrv; trans. xrv 
OE. str. vb. scrincan, corr. to Sw. skrynka 
wrinkle, Norw. skrekka, skrekka. Shrunk, re¬ 
duced form of shrunken pp., is now differ¬ 
entiated from the latter by being applied to the 
condition of being contracted by immersion or 
lowering of temperature, 

shrive pt. fshrove, pp. shriven hear the con¬ 
fession of OE.; pass. (OE.), refl. and intr. (xm) 
make one’s confession. OE. str. vb. serfan 
assign, devise, impose as a sentence or penance, 
regard, care for = OS. skriban, OHG scriban 
write, paint, describe, prescribe (Du. schrijven, 
G. schreiben write, spell); WGmc. (cf. ON. skrifa 
wk.) - L. scribere write. 

shrivel xvi. poss. of ON. orig. (cf. Sw. dial. 
skryvla wrinkle). 

shroud A. fgarment OE.; winding-sheet; veil, 
screen xvi; B. tplace of shelter xrv; (pi.) crypt, 
vault xvi; C. (pi.) ship’s ropes leading from a 
mast-head xv. OE. scrud, corr. to ON. skru.6 and 
skriidi fittings, gear, ornaments, apparel, furni¬ 
ture, textile fabric, f. Gmc. *skrud- *skreud- cut. 
Hence shroud vb. fclothe; cover, screen xm. 

Shrovetide the three days preceding Ash 
Wednesday, xv. Abnormally f. pt. stem shrov- of 
shrive + tide sb. So Shrove Tuesday (xv). The 
reference is to the practice of going to confession 
before Lent. 

shrub* woody plant smaller than a tree. OE. 
scrybb (evidenced once), *scrubb prob. ‘shrub¬ 
bery, underwood’; cf. NFris. skrobb broom, 
brushwood, WFlem schrobbe climbing wild pea 
or vetch, Norw. skrubba dwarf cornel. Da. dial. 
skrub brushwood. Cf. scrub*. Hence shrub¬ 

bery xvm. 
shrub* drink prepared from acid fruit, etc. 
xvm. - Arab, sarab sb. drink, f. kiriba vb. drink, 

shrug shiver, shudder xiv; raise (the shoulders) 
in disdain, etc. xv. of unkn. orig. 

shuck (dial., U S.) husk xvii; valueless thing (pi. 
used as int.) xix. of unkn. orig. 

shudder vb. xm. ME shod(d)er - MLG 
schoderen, MDu. schuderen, frequent, (see -er4) 

f. Gmc. *sk&d- shake, repr. in OS. skuddian, 
(M)LG. schudden, OHG. scutten, scutison. 
Hence sb. xvii. 

shuffle Evidenced in the latter half of xvi in 
a series of senses expressive of pushing along, 
putting together, into, or off in a disorderly or 
evasive manner, and the like. - or cogn w. LG 
schuffeln, based on Gmc. *skuf-, see shove, -les. 

shun fabhor OE.; avoid, eschew xii. OE. scunian 
(chiefly in d-, onscunian). of unkn. orig. 

shunt fswerve, shy, shrink away xm; (dial.) 
shove xvm; move (a railway train) from one lin^ 
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to another xix. ME. schunte, perh. a deriv. of 
SHUN. 

shut pt., pp. shut ffasten (a bolt), (a door, etc.) 
with a bolt; move (a door, etc.) so as to close 
an aperture xm. OE. scyttan (more freq. in the 
comp, forscyttan) = (M)LG, (M)Du. schutten 
shut up, obstruct WGmc. *skuttjan, f. Gmc. 
*skut- *skeut- shoot. Hence shutter xvii. Short 
for fwindow-shutter (xvii); see -er‘. 

shute channel for conveying water to a lower 
level xvin; steep channel down which stuff is 
shot xix. Partly var. of shoot sb., partly var. sp. 
of CHUTE. 

shuttle weaver’s instrument for shooting the 
thread of the weft backwards and forwards, xiv. 
repr. OE. scytel dart, arrow, corr. to ON. skutill 
harpoon, boltGmc. *scutilaz, f. *skut- shoot; 

see -le1. 

shy* teasily frightened OE.; timidly averse to 
meeting anything xvi; unwilling to commit one¬ 
self xvii. OE. sceoh = OHG. *scioh, MHG. 
schiech Gmc. *skeux(w)az, whence also OHG. 
sciuhen (G. scheuen shun, scheuchen scare). 
Hence vb. xvii. 

shy* throw (a missile), xvin. of uncert. orig. 
shyster (U.S. si.) tricky lawyer, unscrupulous 
business man, etc. xix. of uncert. orig.; see -ster. 

si (mus.) seventh note of the scale in solmization. 
xvin. - F. - It. si; see ut. 

sialagogue medicine that produces saliva, 
xvin. - F. - modL. sialagogus, f. Gr. sialon 
saliva + agogos leading, drawing forth, f. dgein 
lead. 

siamang large ape with long black hair. xix. - 
Malay. 

sib related by blood. OE. sib(b) = MDu. sib(b)e, 
OHG. sippi, ON. pi. fern, si/jar, Goth, -sibjis, of 
unkn. orig. 

sibilant xvii. - L. sibilans, -ant-, prp. of sibilare 
hiss, whistle, f. slbilus whistling sound, of imit. 
orig.; see -ant. So sibilation xvii. - late L. 

Sibyl woman possessing powers of divination, 
xm. - OF. Sibile (mod. Sibylle) or medL. Sibilla, 
L. Sibylla, Sibulla - Gr. Sibulla. So Sibylline 
xvi. - L.; see -ine*. 

sic - L. sic so, thus. 
sick ill, ailing OE.; out of condition xiv; weary 
o/xvi; inclined to vomit, vomiting xvii. OE. seoc 
= OS. siok (Du. ziek), OHG. sioh (G. siech), ON. 
sjukr, Goth, siuksGmc. *seukaz, of unkn. orig. 
Hence sicken ( en*) xii. sickly adj. (ly1) xiv; 

whence sick vb. xvii. 
sickle OE. sicol, sicel = MLG., MDu. sekele, 
sikele (Du. zikkel), OHG. sichila (G. sichel) 
- var. *sicila of L. secula, f. secdre cut. 

side long surface, opp. to top, bottom, or end; 
place or aspect with reference to a centre; lat 
eral slope, shore, etc. OE.; situation with respect 
to an opinion xm. OE. side = OS. side (Du. 
zij(de)), OHG. sita (G. seite), ON. sida Gmc. 
*sido, prob. f. *sidaz adj. long, deep (OE. sid, 
MDu. side, zide, ON. sidr), and rel. further to 
OE. sid late, etc. (see since). Hence side vb. xv. 
sidelong sideways, obliquely; also adj. xvi. alt. 
of sideling (xiv); see -ling*, -long, sidesman 
xvn. alt. of tsideman (xvi-xvn), ’a man who 
stands at the side of a churchwarden’, side¬ 

ways from one side, laterally, obliquely, xvi. 
siding taking sides xvn; concr. piece of some¬ 
thing at the side xviii; see -ing*. sidle move ob¬ 
liquely, edge along xvii; back-formation from 
sideling, sidelong, after vbs. in -le*. 

sideral pert, to the stars, xvi. - L. sideralis, f. 
sidus, sider- constellation, star. So sidereal 
xvii. f. L. sider eus, see -al‘. 

siderite tloadstone xvi; various min. uses from 
xvin. In early use - F. siderite or L. siderites, 
-itis - Gr. siderttes, -itis, f. sideros iron; in later 
use f. Gr. sideros-, see -ite. 

siege xm. ME. sege - OF. sege (mod. siege), f. 
assegier (mod. assieger) besiege. 

sienna (ferruginous earth used as) a reddish- 
brown pigment, xviii. Earlier terra-sienna, for 
It. terra di Sienna ‘earth of Sien(n)a’, a town in 
Tuscany. 

sierra mountain range in Spain, etc. xvn. - 
Sp.L. serra saw. 

siesta xvn. - Sp.L. sexta (sc. hora) sixth hour 
of the day. 

sieve sb. OE. sife = MLG., MDu. seve (Du. zetf), 
OHG. sib, sip (G. sieb)WGmc. *sibi. 

sift OE. siftan = MLG., MDu. siften, sichten (Du. 
ziften): f. WGmc. *sib- (see prec.). 

sigh vb. First in ME. pt. si3ide, syhid, sighed, 
gerund sy3ing, sighing (xm), based on the stem 
of sihte, si3te, wk. pt. of fsicheOE. sican (orig. 
str.); of unkn. orig. Hence sb. xiv. 

sight thing seen, spectacle OE.; eyesight, vision; 
show, display, (hence) lot xrv; device to guide 
the eye xvi. OE. sihd, more usu. gesihd, gesiht 
(see Y-), corr. to OS. gisiht, MLG. sichte, MDu. 
sicht (Du. zicht), OHG., MHG. (ge)sicht (G. ge- 
sicht) sight, vision, face, appearance; WGmc. de¬ 
riv. of *sex(w)- see1; see -t'. Hence sightly 
tvisible; pleasing to the sight, xvi. See -ly‘; now 
more freq. in unsightly. 

sigla characters used as abbreviations, xviii. - 
late L. sigla, perh. for singula, n. pi. of singulus 
SINGLE. 

sign gesture to convey a meaning; mark having 
a meaning, token xm; division of the zodiac xrv; 
device for a shop or inn xv. - (O)F. signe - L. 
signum mark, token. So vb. mark with a sign 
xrv; affix one’s mark or name (to) xv. - (O)F. 
signer - L. signare. signal' sign or token (of): 
sign agreed upon xvi. - (O)F., alt. of earlier 
seignal Rom. (medL.) signale, sb. use of n. of 
late L. signalis; see -al'. Hence signal vb. xix, 
signalize xvn. signal2 striking, remarkable. 
xvii. - F. signale, earlier + segnale - It. segnalato, 
pp. of segnalare make illustrious, f. segnale = 
OF. seignal (see above), signatory fused in 
sealing xvii; (forming) one of those whose sig¬ 
natures are attached xix. - L. signdtorius; see 
ory2. signature xvi. - F. signature (- It. segna- 
tura) or medL. signatura, f. pp. stem of L. sig¬ 
nore. signet small seal. xrv. - (O)F. signet or 
medL. signetum, dim. of signe, signum sign, sig¬ 
nificance meaning xv; importance xviii. - OF. 
significance or L. significantia, f. prp. of sig- 
nificare; see -ance. So significant xvi. sig- 
nificans, -ant-. - L. signification xm. - (O)F. - 
L. signify xm. - (O)F. signifier - L. significdre. 

signor sir, Mr.; man of distinction or authority. 
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xvi. - It., clipped form of signore L. senior, 
senior- senior. So signora title of respect corr. 
to madam, Mrs. xvn. 

Sikh xvm. - Hindi, rel. to Skr. sik$ate learns, 
silage ensilage, xix. Alt. of ensilage, after silo. 
silence abstinence from speech xiii; absence of 
sound xrv. - (O)F. - L. silentium, f. silens, -ent-, 
prp. of siiere be silent; see -ence. So silent xvi. - 
L. prp. 

silhouette portrait or picture in solid black, 
xix. From F. phr. a la silhouette, f. name of 
Etienne de Silhouette (1709-67), controller- 
general in 1759; divergent reasons are given 
for the application 

silica silicon dioxide, xix. f. L. silex, silic- flint. 
So siliceous pert, to flint or silica, xvn. f. L. 
siliceus. silicium xix, repl. by silicon xix. 
Hence silicate (-ates) xix. 

siliqua (bot.) pod of seeds of the mustard 
family, xvm. - L. siliqua pod. So siliquose, sili- 
quous xvn. 

silk OE. sioloc, seol(e)c, for *siluc, corr. to ON. 
silki and OS1. selku (Russ, sheik), Lith. silkai - 
L. *sericum, for sericum, n. of serious, f. seres - 
Gr. Seres, oriental people from whom silk was 
first obtained and passed through Slavonic 
countries into the Baltic trade. Hence silken 
(-en*) OE. seol(o)cen. silkworm OE. seolcwyrm. 
silky (-y1) xvn. 

sill beam forming the foundation of a wall OE.; 
lower horizontal part of a window opening xv; 
threshold xvi. OE. syll(e) = MLG. sul(le), MDu. 
sulle, rel. to MLG.. MDu. sille, ON. svill, syll, and 
MHG. swelle, OHG. swelli, swella (G. schwelle 
threshold), Goth, gasuljan found, establish, 
sulja sole. 

sillabub, syllabub dish of milk curdled with 
wine, etc. xvi. The earliest exx. show sol-, sul-, 
sel-, sil-; also dial. sillibouk\ of unkn. orig. 

silly (dial.) deserving of pity xv; fweakly; 
tsimple, ignorant; feeble-minded, foolish xvi. 
Later form of seely (orig.) happy, blessed OE. 
*sxlig (as in unsxlig unhappy, sxliglice, adv.) 
and gesxlig, corr. to OS., OHG. salig (Du. zalig, 
G.selig):-V/Gmc. *sxli3a, f. *sxli luck, happiness 
(OE. sxf), sb. f. Gmc. base repr. also by ON. sxll 
happy, Goth, sels good, and abstr. sb OE. sxld. 

silo pit or underground chamber for storing 
grain, etc. xix. - Sp. L. sirus - Gr. siros pit to 
keep corn in. 

silt xv of uncert. orig.; perh. - a Scand. word 
repr. by Norw., Da. sylt, Norw. and Sw. dial. 
sylta salt marsh, sea beach, corr. to OLF. sulta 
(LG. suite, suite; Du. zult), OHG. sulza (G. siilze) 
salt marsh, salt pan, brine, f. Gmc. *sult- *salt- 
SALT. 

silvan see sylvan. 
silver OE. siolfor, seolfor = OS. silubar, silobar, 
(Du. zilver), OHG. sil(a)bar, silbir (G. silber), ON 
silfr, Goth, silubr, Gmc. *silubr-, rel. indeter 
minately to various Balto-Sl. forms, perh. all ult. 
of Oriental orig. 

simian ape like, xvii. f. L. simia ape, perh. f. 
simus - Gr. simos snub-nosed, flat-nosed; see 
-IAN. 

similar -(homogeneous; like, alike, xvn 
(•fsimilary xvi). - F. similaire or medL. similaris. 

f. L. similis, based on IE. *sem- *som- (cf. same); 
see -ar, -ary. Hence or - F. similarity xvu. So 
similitude xiv. - (O)F. or L. 

simmer xvn. Later form of (dial.) isimper (xv), 
perh. of imit. orig.; see -er4, 

simnel bread made of fine flour, xiii. - OF. si- 
menel, ult. f. L. simila, similago, or Gr. semiddlis 
fine flour. 

simony xiii. - (O)F. simonie - late L. simonia, f. 
name of Simon Magus in allusion to his offer of 
money to the Apostles Peter and John for the 
gift of conferring the Holy Ghost (Acts 8:18, 19); 
see -Y*. So simoniac xiv (sb.; adj. xvn). - (O)F. 
simoniaque or medL. simoniac us. simoniacal 
(-AL1) XVI. 

simoom hot suffocating sand-wind. xvm. - 
Arab, samum, f. samma vb. poison, 

simper xvi. Similar forms with rel. meanings in 
Scand. langs., MDu., and G. may be the immed. 
source or point to a Gmc. imit. orig with the 
suffix -ER4 

simple A. free from duplicity; free from pride 
xiii; B of humble condition; ordinary, homely 
xiii; deficient in knowledge xrv; silly xvii; C. 
with nothing added xiv; not complex xv; D. sb. 
pi. persons of humble status; unlettered people 
xrv; sg. (gram.) simplex; (arch.) uncompounded 
substance, herb for use as such xvi. - (O)F. - L. 
simp lus, corr. to Gr. hap loos, f. IE *sm- *sem 
*som- (cf. same) + *pl-, as in duplus double, tri¬ 
plus triple, etc. Hence simply xiii. So simplex 
consisting of a single part xvi; sb. (gram.) un¬ 
compounded word xix. - L., with second el. as 
in duplex, multiplex, -plic- (see ply'), simplicity 
xrv. - (O)F. or L., f. simplex, -plic . simplify 
xvii. - F. - medL simplification xvn. 

simpleton xvii. f. simple + ton. 

simulate xvn. - pp. stem of L. simuldre, f. 
similis similar; see -ate’. So simulation xiv. - 
OF. or L. 

simultaneous xvn. f. L. simul at the same 
time, prob. after instantaneous or momen¬ 
ta neo us, see same, -ecus. 

sin transgression of the divine law. OE. syn(n) 
wrongdoing, offence, (also) enmity; *sunjo, 
rel. to OS. sundea, OHG. sunt(e)a, sund(e)a (G. 
simde), ON. synd. So sin vb. OE. syngian (:- 
*sunnis6jan), ME. sun(i)gen, singen, repl. by 
sinne, based on the sb. 

sinapism mustard plaster, xvn. - F sinapisme 
or late L sinapismus - Gr. sinapismds use of a 
mustard plaster (sindpisma), f. sinapi mustard; 
see -ism. 

since adv. (thereupon; from then till now, ago, 
before now xv; prep from (a certain time) till 
now xvi; conj. from the time that; seeing that xv. 
ME. syn(ne)s, either (i) reduced form of tsithenes 
(xiv), f. tsithen, OE. sidban, f. sld after, or (ii) 
directly f. (dial.) sin (xiv), syncopated form of 
f sithen + -s. 

sincere xvi. - L. sincerus. So sincerity xvi. 
sinciput (anat.) front part of the skull, xvi. - L. 
sinciput, for *senciput, f. semi- half, semi- + caput 
head 

sine (math.) one of the three trigonometrical 
functions, xvi. - med. use of L. sinus bend, fold 
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of toga, bosom, used to translate Arab, jaib 
bosom in this sense. 

sinecure benefice without cure of souls; 
position with emolument but without duties 
xvn. - L. (beneficium) sine cura (sine without, 
cura care). 

sinew tendon OE.; mainstay, chief support 
(sinews of war money, after L. nervi belli 
pecunia, Cicero) xvi. OE. sin(e)we, sionwe, etc., 
obi. forms of sinu.seonu = (M)LG., MDu., MHG. 
sene (Du. zeen, G. sehne), ON. sin Gmc. 
*senawo. 

sing pt. sang (also sung xvi-xix), pp. sung utter 
with musical inflexions of the voice. OE. str. vb. 
singan = OS., OHG. singan (Du. zingen, G. 
singen), ON. syngva, Goth, siggwan Gmc. 
*serj3wan, rel. to Gr. omphf voice, comp, sing¬ 

song jingling verse xvn; informal concert xvm; 
formed on the model of ding-dong (xvi). 

singe OE. sencgan, sxncgan (usu. besencgah) = 
OS. bisengian (Du. zengen), (M)HG. sengen 
WGmc. *sarjgjan, f. *sapg- *serjg- *suijg-, repr. 
also by Du. sengel spark, MHG. senge dryness, 
etc. 

single unaccompanied; unmarried; individual; 
not double xiv; separate xv; one (one or a) only 
xvi. ME. sengle - OF. sengle, singleL. sing ulus 
f. sim- as in simple. Hence single vb. separate, 
pick out. xvi. singlet (et) unlined under¬ 
garment for the trunk, xvm. singleton ( ton) a 

single card of a suit in the hand. xix. singly 

(-LY2) XIII. 

singular falone, solitary; one only; (gram ); 
fseparate, single, personal; fspecial, particular; 
not customary, peculiar xvii. ME. singuler - OF. 
singuler (mod. singulier) - L. singular is, f. sin- 
gulus single; see -er’. The form in -er was not 
finally displaced by the latinized -ar till xvn. So 
singularity xiv. - (O)F. - late L. 

sinister A. marked by fill-will, fsuspicion, dis¬ 
honesty xv; unlucky, unfavourable xvi; B. situ¬ 
ated on. or directed to, the left side (spec, her.) 
xv. - (Q)F. sinistre or L. sinister left. 

sink pt. sank, pp. sunk, sunken be submerged; 
drop to a lower level OE.; trans. (repl. ME. 
senchen, OE. sencan) xm. OE. str. vb. sincan = 
OS., OHG. sinkan (Du. zinken, G sinken), ON. 
SQkkva, Goth. sigqan\ of unkn. orig. Hence sink 

sb tpit for the receipt of water, conduit xv; 
basin, etc. of stone, etc. having an escape pipe 
for water xvi (also fig.). 

Sinn Fein Irish movement formed in 1905 by 
Arthur Griffith. - Ir., ‘we ourselves’. 

sinnet, sennit (naut.) cordage made by 
pleating several strands of yarn, etc. xvn. of 
unkn. orig. 

Sino- comb form of Gr. Sinai, L. Sinx the 
Chinese; in Sinologue one versed in Chinese 
civilization, etc. (xix) modelled on F. or G. 
comps. 

sinter incrustation formed by precipitation 
from mineral waters, xvm. - G. sinter cinder. 

sinuous marked by turns or bends, xvi. - L. 
sinuosus or F. sinueux\ see next and -ous. 

sinus (path.) abscess, etc. xvi; (bob, anat.) 
cavity, depression xvn. - L. sinus semicircular 
fold, bosom, bay. 

-sion repr. F. -sion, L. sib, -on-, f. s of pps. and 
supines + -ion. 

sip imbibe liquid in small quantities xiv; tr. xvn. 
prob. symbolic modification of sup1, to express 
less vigorous action; but cf. LG. sippen, which, 
if early enough, might be the immed. source. 
Hence sb. xvn. 

siphon, syphon bent tube for drawing off 
liquid by atmospheric pressure, xvn. - F. siphon 
or L. sip ho, -on- - Gr. siphon pipe, tube, 

sippet small piece of bread to be dipped in 
liquid, xvi. Intended as a dim. of sop; see -et. 

sir title prefixed to the name of a knight or male 
superior, or used vocatively xm; as a gen. term 
of respect xiv. ME. sir, ser, sur, unstr. vars. of 
SIRE. 

sirdar military chief, as in India and Egypt, 
xvn. - Urdu, f. Pers. sar head + dar possessor, 

sire fas a prefixed title or a vocative; tmaster, 
sovereign; (arch.) father xm; male parent of a 
quadruped xvi. - (O)F. *sieire Rom. *seior, 
for L. senior senior. 

siren (classical myth.) fabulous female monster 
having an enchanting voice xrv; dangerously at¬ 
tractive person xvi; instrument for producing 
musical tones xix. In some early texts (i) sereyn, 
-ayn, (ii) sirene - OF. (i) sereine, -aine, (ii) sirene - 
late L. Sirena, fern, form of L. Siren (to which 
the Eng. word was finally assim.) - Gr. Seirtn, 
pi. Seirenes. 

sirkar tcourt, palace of native prince xvn; na¬ 
tive agent, etc.; province, state xvm. - Urdu - 
Pers. sarkar, f. sar head + kar agent, doer, 

sirloin upper part of a loin of beef, xvi (surloyn, 
serlyn). - OF *surloigne, var. of med. and modF. 
surlonge, f. sur over, above (see sur-) -\-longe 
loin. The final prevalence of the sp. with sir- 
(from xvii) may have been due to the fiction that 
the joint was knighted by an English king, 

sirocco oppressively hot and blighting wind 
blowing from the north coast of Africa, xvn. - 
F. sirocco, earlier tsiroc(h) - It. scirocco - Arab. 
saruk, var. of sark east (wind), f. saraka (the 
sun) rose. 

sirrah condescending or contemptuous term of 
address to men and boys. xvi. Early forms syrra, 
sirah, also serray, sirry, surry, later (xix) siree, 
prob. alt. of late ME. disyll. pronunc. of sire. 

sirvente (pros.) form of poem used by the 
troubadours, xix. - F. - Pr. sirventes, the final s 
of which was misapprehended as the pi. ending; 
of unkn. orig. 

sisal (fibre of) species of Agave, etc. xix. f. name 
of a port in Yucatan, Mexico, 

siskin songbird allied to the goldfinch, xvi. - 
MDu. siseken, early Flem. sijsken (Du. sijsje), 
dim. based on MLG. sisek, MHG. zise(c) (G. 
zeisig), of SI. orig.; see -kin. 

sister daughter of the same parent(s) as another 
person, xm. - ON. systir; superseding native 
forms (suster, soster) repr. cogn. OE. sweosier 
swuster = OS. swestar, MLG., MDu. suster (Du! 
zuster), OHG. swester (G. schwester), Goth 
swistar Gmc. *swestr IE. *su>esr , *swes6r, 
repr in L. soror sister, Gr. eor daughter, niece! 
etc. Hence sisterhood xrv, sisterly xvi; see 
-HOOD, -LY1. 
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sis tram jingling instrument or rattle used by 
ancient Egyptians, xrv. - L. - Gr. seistron, f. 
setein shake. 

Sisyphean useless and ineffective like the toil 
of the legendary Sisyphus in Hades, xvn. f. L. 
Slsypheius - Gr. Slsupheios, f. Stsuphos, see 
-ban. 

sit pt., pp. sat be seated, seat oneself, tbe situ¬ 
ated OE.; tfit, suit xiii. OE. str. vb. sittan = OS. 
sittian (Du. zitten), OHG. sizzan (G. sitzen), ON. 
sitja Gmc. *sitjan (cf. Goth, sitan), f. *set- 
IE. *sed- *sod- *sd-, repr. also by Skr. stdati, Gr. 
hezomai, Lat. sedere, etc. 

site fplace occupied xrv; ground on which a 
building, etc. is set up xv; situation of a place or 
building xvi. - AN. site or L. situs local position, 
perh. f. sit-, pp. stem of sinere leave, allow to 
remain. Hence vb. xvi. 

sith (arch., dial.) since. OE. sidda, ME. sippe, 
sip(e), clipped form of siddan (see since). 

situate situated, xvi - late L. situdtus, f. L. situs 
site; see -ate1. Hence situate vb. ( ate*), situ¬ 
ated xvi. So situation xv. - (O)F. or medL. 

six OE. siex, syx, se(o)x = OS., OHG. sehs (Du. 
zes, G. seeks), ON. sex, Goth, saihs Gmc. *seks, 
varying in EE. with *sweks, and repr. by L. sex, 
Gr. hex, OIr. se, W. chwech, etc. So sixth (-th1) 

new formation repl. sixt(e), OE. siexta = OS., 
OHG. sehs to, ON. setti, Goth, saihsta. sixteen 
OE. siextiene sixteenth (th1) repl. OE 
syxteoda. sixty ( ty1), sixtieth (-eth). OE. siex- 
tig, siextigoda. 

size1 A. (dial.) assize(s); fordinance for payment 
of tax, etc. xiii; ffixed standard of food, etc. xrv; 
B. magnitude xrv. - OF. sise, size, aphetic of 
assise assize, or aphetic var. of Eng. word. So 
size vb.’ xrv; hence siz(e)able fairly large, xvii. 

Hence sizar at the Univ. of Cambridge, an 
undergraduate receiving a fixed allowance of 
food, etc. xvi. 

size* glutinous substance used to produce a 
ground for gilding, etc., or to mix with colours, 
xv. perh. identical with size', but the history is 
obscure. Hence size vb.1 xvn. 

sizzle burn with a hissing sound, xvn. imit.; see 
-LE*. 

sjambok whip made of hide. xrx. - Afrikaans - 
Malay sambok - Urdu chdbuk. 

skald poet of ancient Scandinavia, xvm. - ON. 
skald, of unkn. orig. Hence skaldic xvm. 

skat three-handed card game xrx - G. - It. 
scarto cards laid aside, f. scartare discard. 

skate1 fish of the genus Raja. xiv. - ON. skata. 
skate1 device fixed on the sole of a boot for 
gliding over ice. xvn. orig. in pi. scales, occas. 
scatses - Du. schaats (pi. schaatsen), in MDu. 
schaetse - (with unexpl. development of sense) 
ONF. escace, OF. eschasse (mod. echasse) stilt. 
The -s of the Du. word was apprehended as a pi. 
ending. Hence vb. xvn. 

skedaddle retreat hastily; (gen.) run away, 
clear out. xrx. of unkn orig. 

skein xv. Aphetic - OF. escaigne (mod ecagne), 
of unkn. orig 

skeleton xvi - Gr. skeleton, sb use of n. of 
skeletos dried up, f. skellein dry up 

skene knife or dagger of the Irish kerns and 
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Scottish highlanders, xvi. - Ir. and Sc. Gael. 
sgian (g. sceine, seine). 

skep specific quantity of grain, etc. xi; basket, 
hamper xiii; beehive xv. Late OE. sceppe - ON. 
skeppa basket, bushel, rel. to synon. OS. skepil, 
MLG., (M)Du. schepel, OHG. sceffil (G. scheffet). 

skerry rugged insulated sea rock. xvn. Orkney 
dial., f. ON. sker. 

sketch rough drawing; brief account or de¬ 
scription. xvn. - Du. schets or G. skizze - It. 
schizzo, f. schizzare make a sketch Rom. 
*schedidre, f. L. schedius - Gr. skhedios done ex¬ 
tempore. Hence vb. xvn. 

skew fescape xrv; move sideways or obliquely 
xv; look sideways xvi. Aphetic - ONF. eskiu- 
(w)er, eskuer, var. of OF. esc hue r eschew. So adj 
oblique, slanting, xvn. f. the vb. or askew. Also 
skew-whiff adj. and adv. xvm 

skewbald irregularly marked with white and 
brown or red. xvii. f. synon. fskued (xv), of 
uncert orig., perh. f. OF. escu (mod ecu) 
shield L. scutum, modelled on piebald. 

skewer long wooden or metal pin. xvn. var. of 
dial skiver (xvii), of unkn. orig. 

ski sb. xrx. - Norw. ON. skid billet of cleft 
wood, snow-shoe = OE. scid. Hence vb. xix. 

skiagram radiograph, xrx. f. Gr. skid shadow 
+ -gram. So skiagraphy xix; cf. sciagraphy. 

skid supporting timber xvii; wooden fender; 
wheel-locking device xvm. of unkn. orig., but in 
form and sense resembling ON. skid (see ski). 

Hence skid vb. lock (a wheel) with a skid xvii; 

(of a wheel) be dragged along by having a skid 
applied; slip sideways xix. 

skiff small sea going ship xvi; sculling- or 
racing boat xvm. - F. esquif - It. schifo - Loun¬ 
bar die *skif = OHG. schif ship. 

skill treason; fwhat is reasonable xii; fcause; 
practical knowledge with ability xiii. - ON skil 
distinction, discernment, knowledge, pleading, 
rel. to skila give reason for, expound, decide, 
skilja divide, distinguish, decide, etc., and MLG. 
schele, (M)Du. geschil, i>erschil difference, MLG., 
MDu. schillen, schelen differ, make a difference. 
Hence skilled ( ed1) xvi. 

skillet saucepan, stew-pan. xv (skelet). of unkn. 
orig.; see -et. 

skilly thin gruel, soup, etc. xix. Shortening of 
skilligalee (xix), of unkn. orig. 

skim clear (a liquid) of surface matter xv; move 
or act lightly over xvi. Back-formation f. skim¬ 
mer vessel for skimming liquids (xrv), f skemour, 
fskymour (later with assim. of ending to -er1) - 
OF. escumeure (mod. ecumoire), f. escumer, f. 
escume scum. 

skimp (adj.) scanty xvii; (vb.) scrimp xix. of 
unkn. orig. 

skin hide of an animal stripped off xi; derma, 
epidermis; outer coat or covering xrv. Late OE. 
scin(n) - ON. skinn *skinp-, rel. to MLG. 
schinden (Du. schinden) flay, peel, OHG. scindan 
(G. schinden). Hence vb. cover with or strip of 
skin. xv. skinner ( er1) one who deals with 
skins, xiv. 

skink small lizard, xvi. - F iscinc (now scinque) 
or L. sc incus - Gr. skigkos. 

skip1 leap lightly off the ground xiii; pass from 
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one thing to another omitting what intervenes 
xrv. prob. of Scand. orig., but the synon. MSw. 
skuppa, shoppe does not formally agree. 

skip2 footman, manservant; spec, college ser¬ 
vant at Trinity College, Dublin, xvn. Short for 
tskip-kennel (xvii) lit. gutter-jumper, 

skip* Shortening of skipper (captain of a team). 
XIX. 

skipper master of a small ship. xiv. - MLG., 
MDu. schipper, f. schip ship; see -er1 

skippet (hist.) cylindrical wooden box to con¬ 
tain a seal. xrv. of unkn. orig. 

skirl cry out shrilly xiv; (of the bagpipes) xvn. 
prob. of Scand. orig.; early forms scrille, skrille, 
corr. to Norw. dial. skrylla\ ult. unit. Hence sb. 
xvi. 

skirmish irregular engagement between small 
bodies of fighters, xrv. Late ME. (i) skarmuch, 
aphetic - OF escar(a)muche - It. scaramuccia, 
of unkn. orig.; superseded by (ii) skarmich, 
skyrmish, which were based on OF. eskermiss-, 
eskirmiss- (whence skirmish vb. xrv) length¬ 
ened stem of eskermir, eskirmir - Frankish 
*skirmjan = OHG. skirmen (G. schirmen) 
defend. See -ish1. 

skirr (poet., arch.) move rapidly xvi; pass 

rapidly over xvn. of unkn. orig. 

skirret water-parsnip, xrv. ME. skirwhit(e), 
perh. f. fskire clear, bright (- ON. skirr sheer1) 

-(-WHITE. 

skirt part of a dress or robe from the waist down 
xm; flap of a saddle, etc. xiv; border, edge xv. - 
ON. skyrta shirt = OE. scyrte shirt. Hence vb. 
be on the border of. xvii. 

skit vain or wanton woman xvi; satirical 
remark, parody xvm. vb. move lightly and rap¬ 
idly xvn; make satirical hits xvm. skittish ex¬ 
cessively lively xv; disposed to shy, frolicsome 
xvi; fickle, coy xvn. perh. all ult. based on ON. 
*skyt-, mutation of *skut- *skeut- shoot. 

skittle (pi.) game of ninepins, xvn. of unkn. 
orig 

skiver thin kind of leather split from a sheep¬ 
skin. xix. f. skive split - ON. skifa. 

skivvy xix. of unkn. orig. 
skua predatory gull. xvii. - modL. skua - 
Faroese skugvur = ON. skufr, of unkn. orig. 

skulk xm. of Scand. orig. (cf. Norw. skulka lurk, 
lie watching, Sw. skolka. Da. skulke shirk, play 
truant). 

skull xm. ME. scolle, schulle, of unkn. orig. 
comp skull-cap xvn. 

skunk N.Amer animal of the weasel kind, 
noted for emitting an offensive smell xvii, 

contemptible person xix. of Algonquian orig. 
sky tcloud; the vault of heaven, the firmament. 
xiii. - ON. sky cloud (:- *skiuja), rel. to OE. sceo, 
OS skio (:- *skeuw) and OE. seuwa, OHG 
seuwo, ON. skuggi shade, shadow, Goth. 
skuggwa mirror (:- *skuwwan). Comp, sky¬ 

lark XVII. 

Skye name of the largest island of the Inner 
Hebrides used attrib. as in S. terrier, a small 
breed of dog. xix. 

slab1 flat, broad, and thick piece, xm of unkn. 
orig. 

slab1 (dial.) marshy place, slush, xvii. So adj 

viscid xvn. prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. ODa. slab 
mud, Icel., Norw., Sw. slabb wet filth). 

slack1 indolent, careless, remiss OE.; loose xm; 
dull, inactive xrv. OE. slsec = OS., (M)Du. slak, 
OHG. slach, ON. slakr Gmc. *slakaz, rel. to L. 
laxus lax. Hence slack vb. (cf. OE. slacian relax 
efforts), slacken (-en*) xvi. 

slack1 small or refuse coal. xv. ME. sleek, prob. 
of LG. or Du. orig. (cf. LG. slakk, Du. slak). 

slade valley, dell; forest glade. OE. sized = OS. 
slada, LG. slade, Icel. slgdr, Da., Norw. slad(e). 
The present form descends from OE. obi. cases, 

slag refuse matter from smelting, xvi. - MLG. 
slagge, perh. f. slagen strike, slay1, with ref. to 
fragments resulting from hammering, 

slake A. frelax one’s efforts OE.; abate, 
moderate xm; B. floosen, slacken xn; mitigate, 
appease, allay xiii; disintegrate (lime) with 
water xvn. OE slacian, f. slzec slack1; corr. to 
(M)Du. slaken relax, diminish. 

slam1 (at cards) fruff and honours; winning all 
the tricks in a game. xvn. perh. shortening of 
tslampant, -am, -aine, in phr. give (one) the 
slampant trick, hoodwink. 

slam1 (dial.) beat xvn; shut with a noise xvm. 
prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. ON. slam(b)ra). 

slander tbe a stumbling-block to xiii; fdisgrace; 
defame xrv. ME. sclaundre, aphetic - AN. es 
claundre, OF. esclandre, alt. of escandle scan¬ 

dal. So vb. xm. - OF. esclandrer. slanderous 

tdisgraceful, scandalous; characterized by slan¬ 
der or calumny xv. - OF. esclandreux. 

slang (orig., but now differentiated from) fcant, 
jargon xvm, colloquial language of an un¬ 
dignified kind xix. In its earliest appearance a 
cant term variously applied, with gen. implica¬ 
tion of irregular or lawless activity variously 
specialized; of uncert. orig. Hence slang vb. fex- 
hibit at a fair xvm; rail, or rail at, abusively (as in 
slanging match) xix. 

slant slope, as of ground xvn; inclination, 
obliquity xix. f. earlier adv. (xv, slonte), aphetic 
of aslant, and vb. (xvi, sklaunt), obscurely rel. 
to dial, slent sb. and vb., which are presumably 
of Scand. orig. 

slap smart blow as with the open hand. xvii. - 

LG. slapp, of imit. orig. So vb. and adv. xvn. In 
comb, with vbs. slap-bang xvm, slap-dash xvii. 

slash cut with a sweeping blow xrv (rare before 
xvi); cut slits in (a garment); assail severely xvn. 
perh. aphetic - OF. *esclaschier, var. of 
esclachier break. 

slat (dial.) slate xrv; long narrow slip of wood 
or metal xvm. Aphetic - OF. esclat (mod. eclat) 
splinter, piece broken off, f. esclater split, splin¬ 
ter. shatter. 

slate1 (tablet of) variety of stone that splits 
readily into plates, xiv (sclate, sklatestane). 
- OF. esclate, fern. corr. to m. esclat slat. 

slate1 (si.) ‘knock the hat over someone’s eyes’; 
thrash; assail with abuse xix. app. f. prec. 

slattern xvii. prob. alt. of corr. adj. (dial.) slat- 
tering, prp. of slatter spill or splash awkwardly, 
slop, frequent, (see -er4) of slat dash, perh. of 
Scand. orig. (cf. ON. sletta slap), 

slaughter killing of cattle, etc. for food, killing 
of a person xiii; carnage, massacre xiv. - ON. 
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*slahtr, slatr, f. *slax slay'; repl. ME. sla3t, 
repr. OE. *slxht, *sleaht. Hence vb., esp. of 
massacring people and killing cattle xvi. 

Slav xrv (Sclave). In earliest use - medL. Scla¬ 
vus, corr. to medGr. Sklabos; later, after medL. 
Slavus, F., G. Slave. So Slavonian xvi, Sla¬ 
vonic xvii. f. medL. S(c)lavdnia. 

slave xm. ME sclave, aphetic - (O)F esclave, 
prop. fern, of esclaf - medL. sclavus, va, identi¬ 
cal with the ethnic name Sclavus Slav, the 
Slavonic races having been reduced to a servile 
state by conquest. Hence slavery xvi. slavey 
tmale servant or attendant; female domestic 
servant, xix; see -y*. slavish xvi. 

slaver allow saliva to fall, xrv (also sb). prob. 
of symbolic orig. (cf. slobber); see -er4. 

slay' pt. slew, pp. slain (rhet.) fstrike; kill. OE. 
str. vb. slean = OS., OHG. slahan (Du. slagen, 
G. schlagen), ON. sla, Goth, slahan-, the Gmc. 
base *slax- *sla3- *sld3-strike has no recognizable 
cogns. The present form of the inf. and pres, 
stem appeared xrv and is derived from the pp., 
finally superseding slea, slee (ME. slin). 

slay*, sley instrument for beating up the weft. 
OE. siege = OS. slegi: f. base of prec. 

sled sledge, sleigh, xrv. - MLG. sledde, corr. to 
MHG. slitte(G. schlitten), and rel. to MLG., MDu. 
slide, (Du. slede, slee), OHG. slito, ON. sledi, f. 
*slid- *stid- slide. 

sledge1 large heavy hammer. OE. slecg = 
(M)Du. slegge, ON. sleggjaGmc. *sla3j-, f. *slax- 
strike (see slay'). 

sledge* carriage mounted on runners, xvii. - 
MDu. sleedse (Du. dial, sleeds), rel. to slede sled. 

sleek having a perfectly smooth surface, xvi. 
var. of suck (xrv), ME. slike, prob. repr. OE. 
*slice, rel. to *slician (as in nigsliced ‘newly 
polished’, glossy) and Icel. slikja be or make 
smooth. 

sleep unconscious state in which the physical 
powers are suspended. OE. (Angl.) slip, (WS.) 
slxp = OS. slap (Du. slaap), OHG. slaf (G. 
schlaf), Goth, slips Gmc. *slxpaz, rel. to corr. 
vb. *slxpan, whence OE. slxpan (mod. sleep), 
OS. sldpan, etc., and by gradation, to *slap-, 
whence LG., Du. slap inert, sluggish, G. schlaff 
slack, lax. Hence sleeper one who sleeps xiii; 
stout horizontal timber xvii; apartment for 
sleeping (orig. U.S.) xix. 

sleet falling snow partially thawed, xm. repr. 
OE. *slite *slautjan-, rel. to MLG. sloten pi. 
hail, MHG. sloze, sloz (G. schlosse) hail(stone). 

sleeve OE. (Angl.) slife, (WS.) sliefe, and slief, 
sly/, corr. to EFris. sliwe, NFris. sliv, sliv sleeve, 
and ult. rel. to MDu. sloove, sloof covering, 

sleigh xviii. orig. N. Amer. - Du. slee (see sled). 

sleight fcraft, cunning xiii; dexterity, adroit¬ 
ness. xiv (surviving gen. in phr. s. of hand). ME. 
sle3p - ON. slxgd, f. slxgr sly. 

slender not stout or fleshy xrv; slight xv. of 
unkn. orig. 

sleuth ftrack, trail xii; (short for sleuth-hound 
xrv) bloodhound, (hence) detective xix. - ON. 
slod track, trail. 

slew turn or swing round xviii (slue), orig. naut.; 
of unkn. orig. Hence slewed (si.) intoxicated, 
xix. 

slice tshiver, splinter; applied to various flat 
utensils xrv; thin, flat piece xv. ME. s(c)lice, 
aphetic - OF. esclice (mod. eclisse) small piece of 
wood, etc. f. esclicier splinter, shatter (whence 
slice vb. xv), of Gmc. orig. (rel. te slit). 

slick sleek xrv; smooth-spoken,, plausible xvi; 
adroit, smart xix; hence adv. (orig. U.S.) xix. See 
SLEEK. 

slide pt. and pp. slid. OE. str. vb. slidan = LG. 
sliden, MHG. sllten, rel. to OE. slidor slippery, 
slid(e)rian slither. Hence sb, xvi. 

slight (dial.) smooth, sleek xm; slender, slim; of 
light texture xiv; small in amount xvi. ME. (orig. 
north.) sleght, sly3t - ON. *slehtr, slettr level, 
smooth, soft = OS. sliht, MLG., MDu. slecht, 
slichi simple, defective (Du. slecht bad), OHG. 
sleht level, MHG. sleht (G. schlecht bad, schlicht 
(after the vb.) smooth, plain, simple), Goth. 
slaihts levelGmc. *slextaz (repr. in OE. only 
by eordslihtes adv. even with the ground). So 
slight vb. tsmooth, level, xm. - ON. *slehta, 
sletta, f. slittr, in (obs.) sense "level to the 
ground, raze’ xvii - Du. slechten, LG. slichten-, in 
sense ‘treat with disdain’ xvi f. the adj. in the 
sense ‘of little account’. Hence sb. xvii. 

slim slender, gracefully thin; slight, poor; (orig. 
dial.; since xix from Afrikaans) cunning, wily. 
xvii. - LG., Du. slim, repr. MLG. slim(m), MDu. 
slim(p) slanting, cross, bad = MHG. slimp (-b) 
slanting, G. schlimm grievous, awkward, bad 
Gmc. *slimbaz. 

slime soft sticky mud OE.; viscous fluid xm. OE. 
slim = MLG., MDu., MHG. slim (Du. slijm, G. 
schleim phlegm, slime, mucus), ON. slimGmc. 
*slim-, rel. to Balto-Sl. words meaning ‘saliva’, 
‘mucus’, and L. limus mud, slime, Gr. limni 
marsh. Hence slimy ( y1) xiv. 

sling' strap for hurling missiles, xm. prob. of 
LG. or Du. orig. (cf. MLG. slinge, corr. to OHG. 
slinga). See foil. 

sling* device for securing or grasping bulky ob¬ 
jects xrv; strap, band, loop for suspension xviii. 

The immed. source is doubtful; poss. identical 
with prec. (the senses of LG. slinge, G. schlinge 
noose, snare, arm-sling, to some extent corre¬ 
spond). Hence vb xvi. 

sling* pt., pp. slung throw, cast with or as with 
a sling, xm. prob. - ON. str. vb. slyngva: cf. OHG. 
slingan (G. schlingen wind, twist). 

sling4 Amer. drink with a basis of spirit; juice 
of the sugar-cane. xix. of unkn. orig. 

slink pt., pp. slunk move stealthily xiv; drop 
(young) prematurely or abortively xvii. repr. 
OE. slincan creep, crawl, corr. to (M)LG. slinken 
subside. 

slip' semi-liquid mass OE.; curdled milk (now 
U.S.) xv; semi-liquid cementing material xvii. 

OE. slipa, slyppe slime (so slipig slimy); cf. 
Norw. slip(a) slime on fish, and slop*. 

slip* pass lightly, quickly, or quietly xm; slide, 
lose foothold or grasp, err xiv; cause to slide, get 
loose from; let go xvi. prob. - MLG., Du. slippen 
= MHG. slipfen (cf. slippery). Hence slip sb 
artificial slope xv; leash for a dog; act of slipping 
or sliding (cf. landslip xvii); error xvi; garment 
readily slipped on xvii. 

slip* small shoot of a plant xv; young person; 
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long and narrow strip xvi. prob. - MLG., MDu. 
slippe (Du. slip) cut, slit, strip, 

slipper xv. cf. (dial.) slip-shoe (xvi); presumably 
f. SLIP*. 

slippery xvi. First recorded from Coverdale’s 
tr. of the Bible (Ps. 35: 6); prob. modelled on 
Luther’s schlipfferig, MHG. slipferig, f. slipfern, 
extension of slipfen, f. Gmc. *slip- as repr. in OE. 
slipor (dial, slipper) slippery, morally unstable; 
see -y'. 

slipshod wearing slippers or very loose shoes 
xvi; untidy, slovenly xvii. f. slip* + shod, pp. of 

shoe vb., after slip-shoe (xvi) slipper, 
slipslop sloppy mess of food xvn; blundering 
use of words xvm. redupl. f. slop*. 

slit pt., pp. slit cut into, cut open. xm. ME. slitte, 
in pp. islit, repr. OE. *slittan, rel. to slitan = OS. 
slitan (Du. slijten), OHG. slizan (G. schleissen), 
ON. slita, f. Gmc. base having no known cogns. 
Hence slit sb. xm; cf. OE. geslit rending, biting, 
slite tear, rent. 

slither xm. alt. of ME. slider el dial, slidder), OE. 
sliderian = MLG., MDu. slid(d)eren, G. dial. 
schlittern, frequent, (see -er‘) f. weak grade of 

SUDE. 

sliver xrv. Obscure formation on the base of 
(dial.) slive (xrv), OE. *sl\fan (in pt. toslaf split 
up). Hence vb. xvn. 

slobber behave (e.g. feed) in a slovenly fashion, 
xv. Earlier in ME. byslober, beslobber (cf. slobber 
mud, slime xrv), and corr. to Du. slobberen, with 
parallel formations in (dial.) slabber, slubber 
(xvi), Du. slabberen, MLG., MDu. slubberen; of 
imit. or symbolic orig. 

sloe (fruit of) the blackthorn OE. sla(h) = 

MLG., MDu. sle, sleuuwe (LG. sle, sli, Du. slee), 
OHG. sleha, slewa (G. schlehe) Gmc. 
*slaixwon. 

slog A. hit hard; B. plod. xix. In sense A parallel 
to synon. dial, slug-, of unkn. orig. 

slogan war-cry, battle-cry xvi (first in Sc. use: 
slog(g)orne, etc.); party cry or watchword xvm. - 
Gael, sluaghghairm, f. sluagh host +gairm 
shout, cry. 

sloid see sloyd. 

sloop xvii (slup). - Du. sloep, fsloepe, of unkn. 
orig. 

slop' tbag; (dial.) loose tunic or gown xrv; (pi.) 
wide breeches xv; ready-made garments xvn. 
OE. -slop, in oferslop surplice, corr. to MDu. 
(over)slop, ON. (yfir)sloppr, f. Gmc. *slup-, rel. to 
*slup- in OE. slupan, MLG. slupan, OHG. sliofan 
(G. schliefen), Goth, sliupan glide, 

slop* (dial.) muddy place, slush xrv; liquid food 
(esp. pi.) xvii; refuse liquid xix. prob. repr. OE. 
*sloppe as in cusloppe, var. of cuslyppe cowslip; 

cf. slip'. Hence sloppy ( y1) xvm. 
slop* (si.) policeman, xix. alt. of ecilop, back- 
slang for pouce. 

slope' fadv. in an oblique direction or position 
xv. Aphetic of aslope (of uncert. orig.). Hence as 
vb. intr. take an oblique direction xvi, tr. (spec, 
mil.) bring into a slanting position xvn; and as 
sb. xvn. 

slope* (si.) make off, decamp, xix. orig. U.S.; 
perh. spec, use of prec. vb. 

slosh xix. var. of slush. 

slot' (dial.) hollow of the breast bone xrv; 
elongated narrow depression in wood, etc. xvi. 
- OF. eselot (in first sense), of unkn. orig. 

slot* animal’s track xvi; deer’s foot xix. - OF. 
eselot horse’s hoof-print, prob. - ON. slob track, 

sloth inactivity, sluggishness xn; S. Amer. 
arboreal mammal of sluggish habits xvii. ME. 
slaupe, sloupe, f. slaw, slow, slow+th1; repl. 
OE. slaewd, ME. sleup{e). 

slouch ungainly fellow xvi; (for slouchled) hat) 
hat with flopping brim xvm; (from the vb.) 
stooping ungainly carriage xvm. Hence slouch¬ 
ing prp. adj. xvn (see -ing*), whence slouch vb. 
xvm. Of unkn. orig. 

slough' soft muddy piece of ground. OE. sldh, 
slo(g), of unkn. orig. 

slough* outer skin shed by a reptile, xm. ME. 
sloh, SI03, poss. rel. to LG. sluwe, slu husk, peel, 
shell. Hence vb. be shed as skin xvm; cast off 
xix. 

sloven tknave, rascal xv, fidle fellow xvi; care¬ 
less or negligent person, perh. based on Flem. 
sloef dirty, squalid, Du. slof negligent, 

slow OE. slaw = OS. sleu, (M)Du. slee(uw), 
OHG. sleo, ON. sleer Gmc. *sUewaz IE. 
*slewos, of unkn. orig. Hence slow vb. xvi. 

slow-worm small lizard, Anguis fragilis. OE. 
slawyrm; the first el., which has been assim. to 
slow, is of uncert. orig. 

sloyd, sloid system of manual instruction 
adopted from Sweden, xix. - Sw. slojd ON. 
slaegd SLEIGHT. 

sludge mire, ooze xvn; matter mixed with water 
or slime xvm. See slush. 

slug' sluggard xv; fslow-sailing vessel xvi; 
slow-moving shell less land-snail xvm. Based on 
a stem slug-, repr. also by slug vb. be slow or 
inert (xv) and earlier by, e.g., + sluggy sluggish 
(xm); prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. Sw. dial, slogga 
be sluggish, Norw. dial, slugg large heavy body). 
So sluggish (-ish1), sluggard (-ard) xrv, 
slugabed xvi. 

slug* irregularly shaped bullet xvii; (typogr.) 
metal bar, line of type xix. perh. identical with 
prec. 

sluice structure for regulating flow of water 
in a river, etc. xrv (scluse). - OF. esc lose (mod. 
eel use) Gallo-Rom. *exclusa, sb. use of fern, 
pp. of L. excludere exclude. Hence vb. xvi. 

slum A. troom; B. (orig. back s.) dirty or squalid 
back street, etc.; C. tgammon, blarney, gipsy jar¬ 
gon; all early xix. of unkn. (cant) orig. Hence vb. 
visit slums; slummy ( y*). xix. 

slumber vb. xm. ME. slumere, f. slume, OE. 
sluma or vb. slumen (xm), corr. to MDu., MLG. 
slumen, MLG. slummen, G. fschlummen, with 
parallel formations in MLG., MDu. slumeren 
(Du. sluimeren), MHG. slummeren, G. schlum- 
mern. Hence sb. xrv. 

slump fall or sink into a bog, etc. xvn; transf. 
and fig. xix. of symbolic orig. Hence sb. xix. 

slur A. (dial.) fluid mud xv (sloor, slore)\ gliding 
movement xvi; sliding mechanism xvm; B. 
deliberate slight xvn; (mus.) mark indicating a 
smooth connected passage xix. Hence slur vb. 
A. (dial.) stain, sully; disparage xvn; B. slide xvi; 
(mus.) xvm. of uncert. orig.; partly corr. forms 
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are (M)Du. sloor sluttish woman, LG. slurren 
shuffle, (M)LG. sluren, MDu. sloren, Du. sleuren 
drag, trail. 

slush melting snow or ice xvn; liquid mud xvm. 
contemp. with synon. sludge, slutch, with 
which it forms a series of expressive words 
parallel to ME. sloe he, sliche (xrv), sleech (xvi), 
and slosh, to which the closest foreign parallels 
are Da. tslus sleet, mud, Norw. slush sloppy 
ground or weather. 

slut dirty slovenly woman xiv (implied in slut¬ 
tish); loose woman, hussy xv. of unkn. orig. 

sly (dial.) skilled, clever xn; dyslogistic conno¬ 
tations appear very early. ME. sleh, sley, s/i(j) 
- ON. slaegr clever, cunning, etym. able to 
strike’, f. slog-, pt. stem of sld strike (see slay’). 

slype covered way from one part of a cathedral, 
etc. to another, xix. perh a use of slipe long 
narrow piece (as of ground xvi-xvn), varying 
with slip; of unkn. orig 

smack' taste, flavour OE.; (fig.) trace, tinge, 
‘touch’ xvi. OE. smzec = MLG., MDu. smak (Du. 
smaak), OHG. gismac(G. geschmack). Hence vb. 
taste xrv, savour of xvi. 

smack1 separate the lips with a sharp noise xvi; 
crack (a whip) xvn; strike sharply with a flat 
surface xix - MLG., MDu. smacken (LG., Du. 
smakken); cf. OE. gesmacian pat, caress, G. 
schmatzen eat or kiss noisily; of imit. orig. So 
sb. xvi. 

smack1 light single-masted sailing-vessel, 
xvn. - LG., Du. smacke (mod. smak); of unkn. 
orig. 

small (dial.) slender, thin; tnarrow; of limited 
size or extent; of fine texture OE.; of low 
strength or power xu. OE. smael = OS. (Du ), 
OHG. smal (G. schmal), ON. smalr, Goth. 
smals Gmc. *smalaz (:- IE. *smol-). Comp, 
smallpox xvi (small pokkes). 

smallage variety of celery or parsley, xm. ME. 
smal ache, i.e. small, jache celery, parsley, etc. - 
(O)F. L. apium. 

smalt glass coloured deep-blue by oxide of 
cobalt xvi; deep-blue colour xix. - F. - It. 
smalto - Gmc. *smalt (OHG. smalz, G. schmalz), 
rel. to smelt1. 

smarm (dial.) smear, bedaub xix; plaster down, 
behave fulsomely xx. Also smalm; of unkn. orig. 
Hence smarmy (-Y1) xx. 

smart be acutely painful OE.; feel sharp pain, 
suffer severely for xn. OE. *smeortan (in 
fyrsmeortende fiery, painful, smeortung itching) 
= MDu. smerten, (also mod.) smarten, OHG. 
smerzan (G. schmerzen), based on WGmc. 
*smert- * smart- *smurt-. So smart adj. fbiting, 
stinging xi; causing acute pain xn; brisk, vig 
orous xn. Late OE. smeart smart sb. xu. 

smash vb. xvm. prob. imit. Hence sb xvm. 
smatter tsmirch, defile xrv; fprate, chatter xv; 
have a superficial knowledge of xvi. of unkn. 
orig 

smear tanoint; cover thickly (as) with some 
greasy matter. OE. smierwan, corr. to MLG. 
smeren, OHG. smirwen (G. schmieren), ON. 
smyrva, smyrja Gmc. *smerwjan. So sb. ffat, 
grease, ointment OE.; in later senses f. the vb. 
OE. smeoru. 

smegma (physiol.) sebaceous secretion, xix. - 
L. - Gr. smegma, f. base of smtkhein rub, 
cleanse. 

smell pt., pp. smelled, smelt A. perceive by the 
sense of which the nose is the organ; B. have 
an odour, xn. ME. smelle, also smiille, smille, 
pointing to OE. *smiellan, *smyllan, of which no 
cogns. are known. Hence sb. xn; superseding 
stink and stench in the neutral application of 
sense B. 

smelt1 small fish of the genus Osmerus. OE. 
smelt, smylt, obscurely rel. to similar Con¬ 
tinental names for species of fish; cf. smolt. 

smelt1 fuse (ore) to obtain the metal, xv (im¬ 
plied in smelter). - MLG., MDu. smelten = OHG. 
smelzan (G. schmelzen), f. * smelt-, var. of the 
base of melt. 

smew saw-billed duck, Mergus albellus. xvn. 
Obscurely rel. to synon. (dial.) smee (xvn), and 
smeath (xvn), Du. smient, LG. sment widgeon, 
G. schmi-, schmii-, schmeiente wild duck (ente 
duck). 

smilax climbing shrub, xvn. - L. smilax - Gr. 
smilax bindweed. 

smile vb. xm. perh. of Scand. orig. (cf. S\v. 
smila. Da. smile; a parallel form is OHG. 
*smllan); f. the base repr. by forms cited s.v. 
smirk. Hence sb. xvi. 

smirch defile, sully, xv. of unkn. orig. 
smirk smile, (later) esp. in a silly manner. OE. 
sme(a)rcian, f. *smar- *smer- (*smir-), repr. by 
OE. smerian laugh at, bismer, bismerian scorn, 
OHG. smieron (G. \schmieren) smile; rel. to Skr. 
smera- smiling, smayate smiles, OS1. smijati sf, 
Gr. meidan laugh. 

smite pt. smote, pp. smitten, (arch, or joc.) smit 
administer a blow to xn; in various applications 
lit. and fig., now chiefly arch, or joc. OE. str. vb. 
smitan smear, pollute = OS. bismitan, MLG., 
MDu. smiten (Du. smijten), OHG. smlzan smear, 
(G. schmeissen throw, fling), Goth, -smeitan 
Gmc. *smitan. 

smith one who works in iron, etc. OE. smid 
= MDu. smit, (also mod.) smid, OHG. smid (G. 
schmied), ON. smidrGmc. *smipaz; orig. prob. 
craftsman, f. IE. *smei-, repr. by Gr. smtle chisel, 
sminue mattock. So smith vb. OE. smidian = 
OS., OHG. smithon, ON. smida, Goth, gasmibon. 
smithy xm. - ON. smidja, corr. to OE. smidde. 

smithereens (colloq., dial.) small fragments 
xix. f. (dial.) smithers (xix), of unkn. orig. Cf. Ir. 
smidirin. 

smock (dial.) shift, chemise OE.; loose coarse- 
linen overall garment xix. OE. smoc = OHG. 
smoccho, ON. smokkr (perh. from Eng ); rel. to 
MHG. gesmuc (G. schmuck ornament); parallel 
to forms based on *smd3-, e g. OE. smugan creep, 
MHG smiegen, ON. smjuga creep into, put on a 
garment. 

smoke sb. OE. smoca, f. wk. grade of the base 
repr. by MLG. smok, MDu smoock (Du. smook), 
MHG. smouch (G. schmauch) and OE smeoc, 
smi(e)c, smec, and vbs. smeocan, MDu. smieken, 
(M)LG., (M)Du. smoken. So vb. OE. smocian. 

smolt young salmon between a parr and a 
grilse, xiv (in earliest use Sc ), of unkn. orig.; cf. 
smelt'. 
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smooth having a surface free from ir¬ 
regularities OE.; pleasant, affable xrv; bland, 
plausible xv. Late OE. smod (rare, the usual 
form being smede, ME. smethe. dial, smeethy, of 
unkn. orig. Hence smooth vb. xv; superseding 
ME. smethe (dial, smeeth), OE. smed(i)an. 

smother (often with smoke) dense or stifling 
smoke, xii. Early ME. smorder, later smoker: f. 
base of OE. smorian (dial, smore) suffocate, corr. 
to (M)Du., (M)LG. smoren (whence G. 
schmoren), of unkn. orig. Hence vb. (early ME. 
smordren). 

smoulder fsmother, suffocate xrv; burn and 
smoke without flame xvi. rel. obscurely to LG. 
smoln, MDu. smSlen (Du. smeulen smoulder), 

smudge xv. of unkn. orig., but parallel to 
synon. smutch sb. (xvi), vb. (xvn), smooch vb. 
(xvii). Hence sb. xvm. 

smug neat, smooth, sleek xvi; self-complacent 
xix. of unkn. orig.; cf. fsmudge adj. smart, vb. 
deck out (xvi), LG. smuck pretty, G. schmuck 
ornament. 

smuggle xvn (also smuckle). - LG. smuggeln, 
smukkeln, Du. smokkelerr, of unkn. orig. 

smut blacken, smudge xvi; affect (grain) with 
smut xvn. Parallel formations with sm. t are OE. 
smitt smear, smittian pollute, smitan smite, ME. 
ismotted, besmotered stained (xrv), and also LG. 
smutt, MHG. smuz, smutzen (G. schmutz, 
schmutzen). So sb., fungous disease of plants 
marked by blackness; black or sooty mark; in¬ 
decent language xvn. Hence smutty (of grain) 
xvi; dirty, blackened, obscene xvn. 

snack (dial.) bite (esp. of a dog) xv; share, por¬ 
tion; drop of liquor xvii; morsel of food, light 
repast, bite' xvm. - MDu. snac(k) in the first 
sense, rel. to snacken, var. of snappen snap; 

perh. orig. imit. 
snaffle form of bridle-bit. xvi. prob. of LG. or 
Du. orig.; cf. (M)LG , (M)Du. snavelbeak, mouth, 
corr. to OHG. snabul (G. schnabel), see -le'. 

snag short stump projecting from a tree; sharp 
projection xvi; (orig. U.S.) trunk or branch in a 
river, etc. interfering with navigation; hence 
gen. obstacle xix. prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. ON. 
snaghyrndr sharp-pointed (axe), Norw. dial. 
snag(e) sharp point, spike), 

snail OE. snaeg(e)l, sneg(e)l = OS. snegil, MLG. 
sneil, OHG. snegil (LG. snagel), ON. snigill, f. 
Gmc. *snaj- *snez-; cf. -le'. 

snake OE. snaca = MLG. snake, ON. sndkr, 
sndkr, rel. to OHG. snahhan crawl, and further 
to Ir. snaighim I crawl. 

snap sb. quick or sudden bite xv; catch, effort, 
sound xvii; vb. bite quickly or suddenly, seize 
with sudden action xvi; break clean; make a 
cracking sound xvn. prob. - (M)LG., (M)Du. 
snappen seize; but partly imit. Comp, snap¬ 
dragon A antirrhinum xvi; B. Christmas game 
of snatching raisins from burning brandy xvm. 

snare trap consisting of a string with a running 
noose. Late OE. sneara - ON. snara = OS. snari 
(Du. snaar) string, OHG. snarahha snare. As 
applied to the strings of gut or hide stretched 
across the lower head of a side-drum prob. - 
MDu. or MLG. snare. Hence snare vb. xiv. So 
synon. snarl' xrv; see le'. 

snark imaginary animal invented by ‘Lewis 
Carroll’ (C. L. Dodgson) in ‘The Hunting of the 
Snark*, 1876. 

snarl* make an angry sound with showing of 
the teeth, xvi. f. synon. tsnar (xvi) - (M)LG. 
snarren = MHG. snarren (G. schnarren)\ see 
-LE*. 

snatch make a sudden snap at or seizure of. 
xm. Obscurely rel. to snack. Hence snatch sb. 
fcatch, hasp; ftrap, snare xrv; hasty catch, sud¬ 
den grab; short period; snack; small amount xvi. 

sneak go stealthily, creep furtively, xvi. Ob¬ 
scurely rel. to early ME. snike, OE. snican creep, 
crawl, ON. snikja. 

sneer tsnort xvi; smile contemptuously xvn. of 
unkn. orig. Hence sb. xvm. 

sneeze sb. and vb. Appears first (xv) in the form 
snese as a substitute in printed texts for an 
original fnese (from OE. fnesan), which had 
become obs. xv. 

snick cut, snip xvm; (in cricket) xix. Deduced 
from tsnick-a-snee, tsnick or snee, (alt. of) tstick 
or snee fight with knives (xvn) - Du. steken 
thrust, stick, and snee, dial. var. of sni)(d)en cut. 

sniff vb. xrv. of imit. orig. Hence sb. xvm. 
snigger vb. xvm. var. of snicker (xvn), of imit. 
orig.; see -er4. Hence sb. xix. 

snip fsnap, snatch; cut (up or off), xvi. - LG., 
Du. snippen, of imit. orig. Hence (or - LG. or Du. 
forms) snip sb. xvi. 

snipe bird of the genus Gallinago. xrv. prob. 
of Scand. orig. (cf. Icel. myrisnipa, Norw. myr-, 
strandsnipa). 

snivel run at the nose xrv; be in a tearful state 
xvii. repr. OE. *sny/lan, implied in snyflung 
mucus of the nose, f. synon. snofl\ cf. -le*. Hence 
sb. xv. 

snob (dial.) shoemaker, cobbler; t(Cambridge 
Univ.) townsman xvm; tone with no claim to 
gentility xix; one who vulgarly admires those of 
superior rank, of unkn. orig. Hence snobbery, 
snobbish xix. 

snoek (S. Afr.) large edible sea-fish. xix. - Du. 
(cf. snook). 

snood hair-band. OE. snod\ of unkn. orig. 
snook1 sergeant-fish. xvii. - Du. snoek = 
(M)LG. snok, prob. rel. to snack. 

snook1 derisive gesture with thumb to nose 
(phr. cock a s.). xix (snooks), of unkn. orig. 

snooker xix. of unkn. orig. 
snoop xix. - Du. snoepen to eat (on the sly), 
snooze vb. xvm. Cant word of unkn. orig. 
snore (dial.) snort; make harsh noises in sleep 
through mouth and nose. xiv. f. imit. base 
*snor-\ cf. (M)LG., (M)Du. snorken, and snort. 

snorkel, schnorkel underwater breathing 
device, esp. on a submarine, xx. - G. schnorchel. 

snort fsnore; make an explosive noise by driv¬ 
ing the breath through the nostrils, xiv ult. of 
imit. orig.; cf. snore. 

snot (dial.) snuff of a candle xrv; mucus of the 
nose xv prob. - (M)LG„ MDu. snotte, Du. snot, 
corr. to OE. gesnot, MHG. snuz, f. Gmc. *sndt- 
(cf. next). Hence snotty (-y‘) xvi. 

snout felephant’s trunk; nose, muzzle, xm. ME. 
snute - MLG., MDu. snut(e) (Du. snuit), ult f 
Gmc. *snut . whence also late OE. snyta'n clear 
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the nose = (M)LG. sndten, OHG. snuzen (G. 
schneuzen snuff a candle, blow the nose), ON. 
snyta. 

snow' frozen vapour of the air falling in flakes. 
OE. snaw = OS., OHG. sneo (Du. sneeuw, G. 
schnee), ON. snxr, Goth, snaiws Gmc. *snai- 
waz, cogn. with Balto-Sl. forms, Ir. snigid it 
snows, Av. snaezaiti; cf. L. nix, niv-, etc. Hence 
snow vb. xm; repl. ME. snewe, OE. sniwan 
(G. schneien) WGmc. *sni3wan. Comps, and 
derivs. snowball xrv, snowdrop xvn, snow¬ 
flake xvm, snow-shoe xvn, snow-white 
OE. sndwhwit, snowy OE. snawig. 

snow* small sailing-vessel, xvn. - Du. sna(a)uw 
or LG. snaw, of unkn. orig. 

snub rebuke or reprove sharply xrv; check, stop 
(obs. exc. naut.) xvi; (dial.) shorten xvra. - ON. 
snubba (cf. Norw. and Sw. dial, snubba, Da. 
snubbe cut short, make stumpy); of unkn. orig. 
Hence adj. short and turned up, in snub-nose 
and -nosed adj. xvm. 

snuff1 portion of candle-wick partly consumed, 
xrv. of unkn. orig. Hence snuff vb. remove the 
snuff from xv; extinguish xvn (si. intr. with out, 
die xix). 

snuff* powdered tobacco for inhaling through 
the nostrils, xvn. - Du. snuf, prob. short for snuf- 
tabak, f. MDu. snuffen snuffle, whence Eng. 
snuff (xvi) inhale through the nostrils, 

snuffle fsniff at in contempt; smell at, speak or 
draw air through the nose. xvi. prob. - LG., Du. 
snuffelen, f. imit. base *snuf-, repr. also by 
snuff*; see -le* and cf. snivel. 

snug (of a ship) trim, secure against bad 
weather xvi; in ease or comfort xvn. First in 
naut. use and prob. of LG. or Du. orig. (cf. LG. 
snogger slim, smart, Du. tsnuggher, fsnoggher 
(mod. snugger) clever, smart). Hence (see -le*) 
snuggle lie snug or close, xvii. 

so in such a manner; in that way; to that 
extent. OE. swa, lengthened swa, corr. to OS. 
so (Du. zo), OHG. so, suo (G. so), ON. svd, Goth. 
swa (also swe), rel. to OL. suad so, Oscan svai, 
svae if, swa and, Gr. hos (:- *Sf6s) as. 

-so adv. attached to wh- prons. and advs., and 

how, e.g. ME. hwa so whoso, hwer so whereso 

(reduced forms of OE. swa hwa swa, swa hwxr 
swa, etc.), repl. gen. by -ever (whoever, wherever) 
and -soever. 

soak steep (trans. and intr.) OE.; permeate 
thoroughly xrv; percolate xv. OE. socian, corr. 
to WFlem. soken, zoken, rel. to OE. soc sucking 
at the breast, f. *suk-, wk. grade of OE. sucan 
SUCK. 

soap sb. OE. sape = (M)LG. sepe, MDu. seepe 
(Du. zeep), OHG. seipha (G. seife) WGmc. 
*saipo. Hence vb. xvi. 

soar xrv. Aphetic - (O)F. essorer (used refl.) 
Rom. *exaurdre, f. L. ex-' +aura air in motion, 

sob vb. xii. perh. of LG. or Du. orig. (cf. WFris. 
sobje, Du. dial, sabben suck), 

sober temperate in food or drink; not drunk 
or drunken; grave, serious, sedate; subdued in 
tone xvi; restrained in thought, etc. xvn. - 
(O)F. sobre - L. sobrius. So sobriety xv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

sobriquet, soubriquet xvii. - F. sobriquet. 
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earlier soubriquet (xv); identical with sou¬ 
briquet (xrv) tap under the chin, 

socage (hist.) tenure by service other than 
knight-service, xrv. - AN. socage, f. soc soke; see 
-age. 

soccer see -er*. 
sociable xvi. - F. sociable or L. sociabilis, f. 
socidre unite, associate; see -able. So socia¬ 
bility xv. social (-AL1) tallied, occurring be¬ 
tween allies; marked by mutual intercourse xvi; 
pert, to human society xvm. - (O)F. social or 
L socialis allied, companionable, sociable. So 
socialism xix. - F. socialisme socialist xix. 
society A. (living in) association xvi; aggregate 
of persons living together xvn; B. collection of 
persons forming a community xvi. - (O)F. 
societe - L. societas, -tat-', see -ty*. sociology 
xix. - F. sociologie. 

Socinian (pert, to) a member of a heretical sect 
denying the divinity of Jesus Christ, xvn. - 
modL. Socinidnus, f. Socinus, latinization of 

. Soz(z)ini, surname of two It. theologians of xvi. 
sock1 flight shoe OE.; half-hose xrv; shoe worn 
by comic actors on the Greek and Roman stage 
xvi. OE. socc, corr. to MLG., MDu. socke (Du. 
sok), OHG. soch (G. socke), ON. sokkr, Gmc. - 
L. soccus - Gr. sukkhos, sukkhds. 

sock* (si.) blow, beating; also vb. xvn. of unkn. 
orig. 

socket fiance- or spear head of the form of a 
ploughshare xm; cavity to receive an object 
fitting into it xv. - AN. soket, dim. of (O)F. soc 
ploughshare; see -et. 

socle plain block or plinth serving as a pedestal, 
xvm. - F. - It. zoccolo prop, wooden shoe, repr. 
L. socculus, dim. of soccus sock1. 

sod' piece of grass-grown earth, xv. - (M)LG., 
MDu. sode (Du. zode)\ of unkn. orig. 

sod* gross term of abuse for a male person; also 
in milder use. xix. si shortening of sodomite. 

soda sodium carbonate, xvi. - medL., perh. 
back-formation f. sodanum glasswort, based on 
Arab. $uda‘ headache (for which the plant, con¬ 
taining soda, was used as a remedy), f. $ada'a 
split. Hence sodium (chem.) metal forming the 
base of soda. xix. 

sodality religious guild for mutual help, etc. 

xvi. - F. or L., f. sodalis member of a brother¬ 

hood or corporation; see -ity. 

sodden fboiled xm; fdull, stupid, expression¬ 

less xvi; saturated with moisture xix. pp. of 

SEETHE. 
sodomy xm. - medL. sodomia, f. Sodoma the 
city of Sodom in Palestine the wickedness and 
destruction of which are recorded in Gen. 18- 
19. So sodomite one who commits sodomy xiv; 
inhabitant of Sodom xv. - (O)F. - late L. Sodo- 
mlta\ see -ite. 

soever poet, soe’er so + ever used with gen¬ 
eralizing or emphatic force, xvi. hence as a var. 
of -ever, as in whosoever, wheresoever. 

sofa in the East, dais furnished with cushions 
and carpets xvn; long stuffed couch xvm. ult. - 
Arab. $uffa, through F. sofa, etc. 

soffit (arch.) under surface or ceiling of an ar¬ 
chitrave, etc. xvn. Earliest forms soffita, -ito. 
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later sof(f)ite, soffit - F. soffite or It. soffito, -ita :~ 
*suffictus, -icta, for L. suffixus (see sutra). 

soft A. agreeable OE.; B. gentle, mild xn; C. im¬ 
pressionable, compliant im (silly, simple xvn); 
presenting a yielding surface. Late OE. softe, 
repl. earlier mutated sefte = OS. safti, OHG. 
semftiWGmc. *samfti, the un mutated form, 
due to influence from the adv. (OE. softe, etc.), 
is paralleled in MLG. sachte, softe, LG. sacht, 
MDu. sachte, softe (Du. zacht), (M)HG. sar\ft. 
Hence soften (-en*) xrv. 

soggy (dial., U.S.) swampy, xvm. f. dial, sog 
marsh + -y*. 

soh var. of sol*. 
soi-disant self-styled xvm; pretended xix. - F., 
soi oneself, disant, prp. of dire say. 

soil’ (piece of) ground or earth, land, country; 
ground as cultivated, xrv. - AN. soil land, perh. 
repr. L. solium seat, solum (F. sot) ground, 

soil* fmuddy place; stretch of water as refuge 
for a hunted animal xv; stain, pollution xvi; 
filth, ordure xvn. - OF. *soille, souille (mod. sou- 
ille muddy place), f. souiller soil*. 

soil* A. defile, pollute xni; sully, tarnish xvi; 
B. take to water or marshy ground xv. - OF. 
soill(i)er, suill(i)er (mod. souiller)Rom. *sucu- 
lare, f. L. suculus, -ula, dim. of sus sow1. 

soil4 (dial.) feed (cattle) with green fodder, orig. 
for purgation, xvn. perh. a use of soil*. 

soiree xix. - F., f. soir evening L. serum late 
hour, n. of serus late. 

sojourn reside, stay. xm. - OF. so(r)jorner 
(mod. sejourner) Rom. *subdiurnare ‘spend 
the day', f. L. sub-+ late L. diumum day. So 
sojourn sb. xra. - AN. su(r\jurn, OF. sojor, 
etc. (mod. sejour). 

soke right of local jurisdiction; area of this, 
xrv. - medL. soca - OE. socn attack, resort, right 
of prosecution or jurisdiction, administrative 
district = ON. sokn, Goth, sokns search, in¬ 
quiry Gmc. *sokniz, f. *sok- (see seek) 

sol1 sun; (alch.) gold xrv; (her.) or xvn. - L. sol 
SUN. 

sol* (mus.) fifth note of the scale in solmization. 
xrv. See ut. Hence solfa set of syllables (do, re, 
mi, etc.) sung to the notes of the major scale 
xvi; as vb., repl. fso//(e) (xrv) - (O)F. solfier. So 
solfeggio exercise in which the solfa is 
employed, xvin. - It. solmization xvm. - F., f. 
solmiser, f. sol sol* + mi mi. See -ize, -ation. 

solace consolation or means of it; fdelight, 
amusement, xm. - OF. solas, -atz (mod. dial 
soulas)L. solatium, f. solari relieve, console. 
So solace vb xm. - OF. solacier. 

solan gannet. xv. In earliest use Sc.; obscurely 
f. ON. sula gannet. 

solander box made in the form of a book to 
contain botanical specimens, etc. xvm. f. name 
of D. C. Solander, Sw. botanist (1736 82). 

solar xv. - L. Solaris, f. sol sun; see -ar. So so¬ 

larium sundial; apartment or area exposed to 
the sun. xix; see -ium. 

solder sb xrv (soudur). - (O)F. soudure, f. 
souder, f solder L. solidare fasten together, f. 
solidus soud. Hence vb. xv. 

soldier xm (sauder, souder, souldeour, etc.). - 
OF. soud(i)er, saudier, so(t)dier, f. sou(l)de pay 

solitary 

L. solidus gold coin of imperial times, sb. use of 
solidus soud; see -ikr*. 

sole1 under surface of the foot xrv; bottom of a 
boot or shoe; tfounelation; sill xv; lower part, 
bottom xvn. - OF. popL. *sola (whence OE. 
*solu or *sola, once in pi. solen), for L. solea san¬ 
dal, sill, f. solum bottom, pavement, sole of the 
foot. 

sole* flatfish of genus Solea. xrv. - (O)F. - Pr. 
solo Rom. *sola for L. solea, identical with 
prec.; so named because of its shape, 

sole* single, unmarried xrv; alone, solitary xv; 
one and only; exclusive xvi. ME. soul(e) - OF. 
soul(e) (mod. seul(e))L. solus, fern. s6la alone, 
sole. 

solecism violation of good grammar or good 
manners; impropriety, xvi. - F. solecisme or L. 
soloecismus - Gr. soloikismos, f. soloikos using 
incorrect syntax, etc., said by ancient writers to 
refer to the corruption of the Attic dialect by 
Athenian colonists at Soloi in Cilicia; see -ism. 

solemn accompanied with ceremony; grave, 
serious, xiv. ME. solem(p)ne - OF. solem(p)ne 
(superseded by solennel) - L. sollem(p)nis, -ennis, 
celebrated ceremonially and at a fixed date, fes¬ 
tive, customary, f. sollus whole, entire. So 
solemnity xm. - OF. solem(p)nite (mod. so- 
lennite) - L. sollem(p)nitds. solemnize xiv. - 
OF. solemniser - medL. solemnization xv. 

solen razor-fish. xvn. - L. solen - Gr. solin chan¬ 
nel, pipe, shellfish, 

solfa, solfeggio see sol*. 
solfatara volcanic vent exhaling sulphurous 
vapour, xvm. f. name of a volcano near Naples, 
Italy, f. solfo sulphur. 

solicit A. fdisturb, trouble xv; fentreat, 
petition, incite xvi; B. fmanage, attend to 
(affairs) xv; turge, plead; sue for; also intr. xvi. - 
(O)F. solliciter - L. sollicitare agitate, harass, 
entice, (medL.) look after, f. sollicitus agitated, 
f. sollus whole, entire + citus put in motion, pp. 
of ciere. So solicitation tmanagement, trans¬ 
action xv; entreaty xvi. - (O)F. - L. solicitor 
tinstigator, fmanager, agent, deputy xv; agent 
in a court of law xvi. - (O)F. solliciteur. sol¬ 
icitous anxious, careful, xvi. f. L. sollicitus. 
solicitude xv. - (O)F. - L. 

solid free from empty spaces xrv; of three di 
mensions xv; of dense consistency; firm and 
substantial xvi. - (O)F. solide or L. solidus, rel. 
to salvus safe, sollus whole. Also sb. xv. So soli¬ 
darity xix. - F. solidarity, solidity xvi. 

solifidian (theol.) one who holds that faith 
alone is sufficient for justification, xvi. f. L. soli-, 
comb, form of solus sole* + fides faith, see -lan. 

soliloquy xvn. - late L. soliloquium, f. solus 
sole*-+- loqui speak. Hence soliloquize xvm. 

soliped animal with uncloven hoof. xvii. - F. 
solipede or modL. soliped, -pes, for L. solidipes, f. 
solidus soud+pes foot. 

solipsism (philos.) theory that the self is the 
only object of knowledge, xix. f. L. solus 
sole* + ipse self- + ism. 

solitary xrv. - L. solitarius, f. solitas soli¬ 
tariness, f. solus sole*; see -ity, -ary. So soli¬ 
taire recluse; precious stone set by itself; game 
to be played by one person; loose necktie, xvm. 
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- (0)F. solitude xrv (not frequent before xvn). 
- (O)F. or L. 

solmization see sol1. 
solo (mus.) part to be sung or played by one 
performer alone, xvn. - It. solo L. solus sole*. 
Hence soloist xix. 

solstice xm. - (O)F. - L. solstitium, f. sol 
sol1 + stit-, var. of stat- (as in station). 

soluble tfree from constipation xiv; capable of 
being melted or dissolved xv; solvable xvm. - 
(O)F. - late L. solubilis, f. solvere loosen, solve; 
see -BLE. So solution solving, explanation, dis¬ 
solving xrv; breach xvi. 

solve floosen, unbind xv; explain, clear up; 
clear off (a debt) xvi. - L. solvere unfasten, free, 
pay, for *seluere, f. *se se- + luere pay. So solvent 
able to pay; dissolving (also sb.) xvn. - prp. of L. 
solvere. 

somatic pert, to the body. xvm. - Gr. somatikos, 
f. soma, somat- body; see -ic. So soma to-, comb, 
form of Gr. soma. 

sombre marked by gloom xvm; dark in colour 
xix. - (O)F., adj. use of OF. sb., based on Rom. 
subombrare, f. L. sub- + umbra shade, shadow, 

sombrero tOriental umbrella xvi; broad- 
brimmed hat xvm. - Sp., f. sombra shade = OF. 
sombre (see prec.). 

some fa certain; one or other; a certain amount 
or number of; also as sb. or pron. OE. sum = 
OS., OHG. sum, ON. sumr, Goth, sums Gmc. 
*sumaz IE. *smos, the base of which is repr. 
also by Gr. hamos somehow, Skr. samd-, Av. 
hama- some, every. Cf. same. Comps, some¬ 
body, -one xiv, somehow xvm, something 
OE., sometime xm, -times xvi, somewhat, 
-where xn. 

-some1 suffix repr. OE. sum, rel. by gradation to 
OS., OHG. -sam (Du. -zaam, G. -sam), ON. -samr, 
Goth. *-sams, added to sbs., adjs., and vbs., to 
form adjs. denoting a quality, condition, tem¬ 
perament, etc. Of the OE. formations winsome 
remains in literary use, longsome, lovesome are 
arch, or dial.; many others are of ME. age, as 
cumbersome, fulsome, handsome, wholesome, 
later are quarrelsome, tiresome. In buxom and 
lissom the suffix is disguised. 

-some1 repr. OE. sum some, used after g. pi. of a 
numeral, as fiftena sum (being) one of (a com¬ 
pany of) fifteen, surviving in descriptions of 
games or contests in which persons of the num¬ 
ber designated take part, as twosome, threesome, 
foursome. 
somersault sb. xvi. - OF. sombresau(l)t, alt. of 
sobresault (mod. soubresaut) - Pr. *sobresaut, f. 
sobre (:- L. supra.) above + saut (:- L. saltus) leap. 
Hence vb. xix. 

somnambulism xvm. f. L. somnus sleep + 
ambulare walk + -ism. So somnambulist, som- 
nambulation xvm. 

somni- comb, form of L. somnus sleep, as in 
somniferous xvii. 

somnolent inclining to sleep xv; inclined to 
sleep xvi. - F. somnolent or L. somnolentus, f. 
somnus sleep So somnolence xiv. 

son OE. sunu = OS., OHG sunu (Du. zoon, G. 
sohn), ON. sunr, sonr, Goth, sunus Gmc. 
*sunuz, rel. more immed to Balto-Sl. and Indo- 

Iran. forms (OS1. synu, Skr. sunu-), and remotely 
to OIr. suth (:- *sutu) offspring, Gr. huius, huios 
(:- *sujus) son. 

sonant (phon.) voiced, xix. - L. so nans, -ant-, 
prp. of sondre sound. 

sonata (mus.) tpiece of instrumental music; 
now, one for one or two instruments, normally 
consisting of three or four movements, xvn. - 
It. sonata, fern. pp. of sonare sound. 

song OE. sang (song) = OS. sang (Du. zang). 
OHG. sane (G. sang), ON. sqngr, Goth, saggws 
Gmc. *sarj3waz, f. *sai]3w- *sefj3W- sing, Hence 
songster singer. OE. sangestre; whence song¬ 

stress (xvm; see -ess'). 
sonorous xvii. f. L. sonorus, f. sonor, sonor- 
sound; see -ous. 

sonnet (pros.) tshort poem; poem of fourteen 
10-syllable lines with a particular rhyme- 
pattern. xvi (sonet). - F. sonnet or its source It. 
sonetto, dim. oisuono sound; see -et. Hence son¬ 

neteer xvii. Partly - It. sonettiere. 
sonsy lucky, fortunate xvi; buxom, comely and 
pleasant xvm. orig. Sc., Ir. and north, dial.; f. 
(dial.) sonse (xiv) abundance, prosperity - Ir., 
Gael, sonas good fortune, f. sona fortunate, 
happy; see -y1. 

soon OE. sona = OS. sano, sdn(a), OHG. 
sdn(o)WGmc. *sznd. 

soot OE. sot = MLG. sot (G. dial, sott), MDu. soet, 
zoet, ON. sotGmc. *sotam 'that which settles’, 
f. IE. *sod- *sid- sit Hence sooty (-Y1) xm. 

sooth (arch, as in in (good) s.) truth. OE. sod = 
OS. sod, f. corr. adj. OE. sod = OS. sod, ON. 
sannr, sadr Gmc. *sanpaz IE. *sontos, rel. 
to Goth. *sunjis true (in fern, sunja) IE. 
*sntyos; cf. Skr. satya-. Hence soothfast truth¬ 
ful, faithful. OE. sodfxst. soothsayer tone who 
speaks the truth; one who claims to foretell the 
future xiv. 

soothe tprove to be true OE.; fdeclare to be true 

xvi; fconfirm, encourage; tplease or flatter by 

assent; tgloss over; calm, mollify xvn; allay, as¬ 

suage xvm. OE. (ge)sodian, f. sod sooth. 

sop piece of bread, etc. dipped in liquid OE.; 
milksop xvii. Late OE. sopp, corr. to MLG. soppe, 
OHG. sopfa bread and milk, prob. f. wk. grade 
of the base of OE. supan sup1. So sop vb. dip in 
liquid OE. soppian (thereafter not till xvi, f. the 
sb ); drench, soak xvii; become wet xix. sopping 

xix. soppy ffull of sops xvn; (colloq.) foolishly 
sentimental xix. 

sophism specious but fallacious argument, xrv. 
ME. sophime, -erne - OF. sophime (also mod. 
sophisme after L. and Gr., to which the Eng. 
form was later assim.) - L. sophisma - Gr. 
sophisma clever device, trick, argument, f. 
sophizesthai devise, f. sophds wise, clever; see 
-ism. So sophist xvi. - L. sophistes - Gr. soph- 

ister sophist, xiv. sophistic xvi, -leal xv. soph¬ 

isticate ( ate*) tadulterate xiv; corrupt, falsify, 
as by debasing admixture xvn. sophistication 

xrv. - OF. or medL. sophistry xrv. - OF soph- 
istrie (mod. -erie) or medL. sophistria. 

sophomore (at universities, now U S.) student 
in his second year. xvii. Earlier sophumer ( er1), 

beside prp. sophuming, f. sophum, obs. var. of 
sophism. 
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soporiferous producing sleep, xvi. f. L. 
sopbrifer, f. sopor, -dr- sleep; see -iferous. So 

soporific ( fic). xvii. 
soprano xvm. - It., f. sopra above, 
sorb (fruit of) the service tree xvi; rowan xvm. - 
F. sorbe or L. sorbus service tree, sorbum ser¬ 
vice berry. 

sorbet xvi. - F. - It. sorbetto - Turk. $erbet 
SHERBET. 

sorcerer xvi. Extension, with -er\ of late ME. 
sorser - (O)F. sorcier Rom. *sortiarius, f. sors, 
sort- lot (see sort); see er1. So sorceress ( ess1) 

xiv. - AN. sorceresse. sorcery xm. - OF. sorcerie. 
sordid foul, dirty (lit. and fig.) xvi; charac¬ 
terized by mean or ignoble motives xvii. - F. 
sordide or L. sordidus, f. sordere be dirty; see 
-ID1. 

sore fbodily suffering, disease; place where the 
skin is broken or inflamed; tgrief, trouble. OE. 
sdr = OS., OHG. ser (Du. zeer, G. fsehr), ON. sdr, 
Goth, sair Gmc. *sairam. So adj. (arch.) pain¬ 
ful, grievous; painful, aching, (now) with skin 
inflamed, etc. OE.; pained, distressed xiii. OE. 
sdr = OS., OHG. ser (Du. zeer, G. sehr), ON. 
sdrrGmc. *sairaz. adv. (arch., dial.) painfully, 
grievously. OE. sare = OS., OHG. sero (Du. zeer, 
G. sehr greatly, very), sorely (ly2). OE. sarlice. 

sorghum Indian millet xvi; Chinese sugar 
cane; genus of grasses xix. modL. - It. sorgo, 
perh. Rom. *syricum (cf. medL. sur\i)cum) 
Syrian. 

sorites (logic) chain syllogism, in which the 
conclusion is formed of the first subject and the 
last predicate, xvi. - L. sorites - Gr. sorttes, f. 
soros heap. 

sorner (Sc.) sponger, xv. f. sorn vb., f. sorren 
(xm, sorthyn) service of vassals in Scotland and 
Ireland consisting of giving hospitality to the 
superior or his men - Ir. fsorthan free quarters. 

sororicide1 one who kills his or her sister, xvii. 

f. soror sister +-cide* . So sororicide2 (-cide2) 

the killing of one’s sister xvm. 

sorrel* (leaves of) plant of the genus Rumex, 
having a sour taste, xrv. - OF. sorele, surele 
(mod dial, surelle), f. sur sour - Gmc. *suraz\ 
see sour, -el2. 

sorrel2 (horse) of bright chestnut colour, xv. - 
OF. sorel adj ., f. sor yellowish, of Gmc. orig.; see 
-EL2. 

sorrow mental pain or distress. OE. sorh, sorg 
= OS. sor\a)ga (Du. zorg), OHG. s(w)orga (G. 
sorge), ON. sorg, Goth, saurga, Gmc. sb. of unkn. 
orig., with corr. vb. OE. sorgian, etc. Hence sor¬ 
rowful. OE. sorhful. 

sorry pained at heart OE.; worthless, poor xiii. 

OE. sarig = OS., OHG. serag WGmc. *saira3-, 
-ij-, f. Gmc. *sairam sore sb.; see -y*. 

sort kind, species xiv; (arch.) manner, way xvi. - 
(O)F. sorte Rom. *sorta, alt. of L. sors, sort- 
voting tablet, lot, fortune, condition (AL. sort, 
kind). So sort vb. fallot; arrange, assort xiv; 
(arch.) agree or associate with xvi. - OF. sortir 
or L. sortirv, later f. the sb. or aphetic of assort. 

sortie tknot of ribbon xvii; sally by a besieged 
garrison xvm. - F. sortie a going out. 

sortilege casting of lots. xiv. - (O)F. sortilege - 

medL. sortilegium, f. sortilegus diviner, f. sors, 
sort- lot + legere choose. 

sostenuto (mus.) in a sustained manner, 
xvm. - It., pp. of sostenere sustain. 

sot ffool OE.; habitual drunkard xvi. Late OE. 
sott - medL. sottus, of unkn. orig.; reinforced 
from (O)F. sot. 

sotto voce in a subdued voice, xvm. - It., i.e. 
sotto under, voce voice. 

sou French coin, xix - F., sg. form deduced 
from sous, -fsoux, pi. of OF. sout (sb. use of) 
L. solidus solid. 

soubrette lady’s maid, maidservant (in a play 
or opera), xvm. - F. - modPr. soubreto, fern, of 
soubret coy. 

soubriquet see sobriquet. 
souchong fine variety of black tea. xvm. - 
Chinese hsiao chung small sort, 

souffle light dish made by mixing materials 
with white of egg. xix. - F. souffle, pp. of soiff- 
fler L. suffldre, f. sub- +flare blow*. 
sough rushing or murmuring sound, xrv. ME. 
swo(u)gh, swow, f. swoghe, OE. swdgan make 
such a sound, rel. to OE. swegan sound, Goth. 
-swbgjan. 

soul tlife, spiritual or emotional part of man; 
disembodied spirit of a man OE.; vital principle 
xrv; essential part of xvi. OE. sawol, saw(e)l = 
Goth, saiwala, corr. to OS. seola (Du. ziel), OHG. 
se(u)la (G. seele)\ Gmc. *saiwalo, corr. formally 
to Gr. aiolos quick-moving, easily moved, 

sound* fswimming; tsea, water OE.; 
swimming-bladder of fish xrv; (from Scand.) 
narrow channel of water xv. OE. sund = ON. 
sund swimming, strait Gmc. *sundam, f. 
*sum- *swem- swim. 

sound2 unhurt, uniryured xii; healthy xra; 

based on fact or good grounds xv; solid, ample 
xvi. ME. sund, aphetic of isund, OE. gesund = 
OS. gisund (Du. gezond), OHG. gisunt (G. 
gesund) WGmc. *3asundaz. Hence adv. fast 
asleep xiv. 

sound* that which is or may be heard, xiii. ME. 
sun, so(u)n - AN. s(o)un, (O)F. son L. sonus. 
So sound vb. cause to make a sound xiii; emit a 
sound xiv. ME. sune, so(u)ne - AN. suner, OF. 
soner (mod. sonner)L. sondre. The form with 
-d appears xv, and is established xvi. 

sound* fpenetrate xrv; intr. and trans. ascer¬ 
tain the depth of water xv; measure or examine 
as by sounding xvi. - (O)F. sonder use the 
sounding-lead Rom. *subundare, f. L. sub- 

+ unda wave. So sound sb. tact of sounding xvi; 
(surg.) instrument for probing xvm. 

soup xvii. - (O)F. soupe (i) sop, (ii) broth poured 
on slices of bread late L. suppa, f. *suppare 
soak, of Gmc. orig. Cf. sop. 

soup<?on slight trace (of), xvm. - F., repr. OF. 
sou(s)peQon late L. suspectio, on-, for L. 
suspicid suspicion. 

sour of tart or acid taste OE.; bitter, extremely 
distasteful xii; morose, peevish xm. OE. sur = 
OS., OHG. sur (Du zuur, G. sauer), ON. surr 
Gmc. *suraz. Hence sour vb. xrv. sourness OE. 
surnes. 

source A. trising on the wing; B. fountain-head 
of a stream; place of origin, xrv. ME. sours(e) - 
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OF. so(u)rs m., sourse, (also mod.) source fem., sb. 
uses of m. and fem. pp. of sourdre rise, springL. 
surgere rise, surge1. 

souse steep (meat, etc.) in pickle xrv; plunge 
in water xv; drench, soak xvi. f. (dial.) souse 
(xrv) pickled meat - OF. sous, souz - OS. sultia, 
OHG. sulza (G. sulze) brine, f. Gmc. *sult- *salt- 
SALT. 

soutache narrow flat braid, xix. - F. - Hung. 
sujtas. 

soutane xix. - F. - It. sottana, f. sotlo under, 
souter (Sc. and north.) shoemaker, cobbler. OE. 
sutere, corr. to OHG. sutari, ON. siitari - L. sutor 
shoemaker, f. suere sew, stitch; see tor, -er1. 

south adv , adj- OE.; sb xm. OE. sud = OS. suth 
(LG. sud), OHG. sunt, ON. (with r-suffix) sudr (:- 
*sunpr). So southerly (-ly1) xvi. southern. OE. 
suderne. Also comp, southeast, -west, south¬ 
ward^) OE. 

souvenir xvm. - F. ‘memory', ‘keepsake’, sb 
use of souvenir L. subvenire come to the mind, 
f. sub- + venire come. 

sovereign (supreme) ruler xm; English gold 
coin of 20 shillings value xvi. ME. soverein - OF. 
so(u)verain, -ein (mod. souverain) Rom 
*superanus, f. super above. Also adj. supreme, 
paramount, xiv. So sovereignty (-ty1) xrv. - 
OF. so(u)vereinete (mod. souverainete). 

soviet xx. - Russ, sovet council. 
sow1 female swine OE.; structure to cover a 
besieging force xm; (prob. after Du.) oblong 
mass of metal xvi. OE. sugu = OS. suga, MLG., 
MDu. soge (Du. zeug), rel. to OE., OHG. su (G. 
sau), ON. syr, f. IE. base *sd-, repr. also by L. sus 
pig, Gr. hus, etc.; cf. swine. 

sow1 pt. sowed, pp. sown scatter or plant seed so 
that it may grow. OE. str. vb. sawan, corr to 
OS. sdian (Du. zaaien), OHG. sawen, sa(h)en (G. 
saen), ON. sa, Goth, saian: Gmc. *s&jan. repr. 
IE. base *se(j)-, as in L. pt. sevi (of serere), and in 
seed. 

soy sauce prepared from the soya bean. xvn. 
(prob. through Du. soya) - Jap. shoyu (dial. sSyu). 
So soya xvn. - Du. 

spa medicinal spring or well xvii; locality pos¬ 
sessing this xvm. f. name Spa of a watering-place 
in Belgium noted for its curative mineral 
springs. 

space extent of time or distance, xm. Aphetic - 
(O)F. espace - L. spatium (in medL also 
spacium). So space vb. place in respect of dis¬ 
tance or extent, xvi. - (O)F. espacer, or f. the sb 
spacious xiv. - L. spatiosus or OF spai ios (mod. 
■ieux). 

spade1 tool for digging, etc. OE. spadu, spada = 
OS. spado (Du. spade, spa), a word of the LG 
area; rel. to Gr spathe blade, paddle, etc. 

spade1 (pi.) suit of playing cards with black 
spade-shaped marks, xvi. - It. spade, pi. of 
spada - L. spatha - Gr. spathe (see prec). 

spadille ace of spades in ombre and quadrille, 
xvm. - F. - Sp. espadilla, dim. of espada sword, 

spadix (bot.) inflorescence consisting of a thick 
fleshy spike xvm. - L spadix - Gr. spddix 
palm-branch 

spae (north and Sc.) prophesy xm. - ON. spa, of 
unkn. orig. 
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spaghetti xix. - It., pi. of dim. of spago string, 
of unkn. orig. 

spall chip, splinter, xv. var. of contemp. spate, 
of unkn. orig. 

spalpeen labourer, farm-hand xvm; scamp, 
rascal xix. - Ir. spailpin, of unkn. orig. 

spam name of a variety of tinned meat. xx. P.; 
f. initial and final letters of spiced ham. 

span1 distance from tip of thumb to extended 
tip of little finger OE., small piece or space xrv; 
short space of time xvi; space between supports 
of an arch, etc. xvm. OE. span(n) = MLG. 
spen(ne), (M)Du. spanne, OHG. spanna (G. 
spanne), ON. spqnn, in ME prob. also - OF. 
espan(n)e, espan (mod. empan), of Gmc. orig. 
Hence vb. fseize xrv; measure with outstretched 
hand xvi; form an arch over xvn. peril, partly - 
MLG spannen; not continuous wdth rel. OE. 
spannan. So spanner ftool for winding up the 
wheel lock of a firearm xvn; instrument for 
turning a nut, etc. xvm. - G. spanner, see -er1. 

span1 harness, yoke (e g. to a vehicle) xvi; 
(naut.) fix, attach xvm. - (M)Du. or (M)LG. 
spannen = OE. spannan, OHG. spannan (G. 
spannen). 

spandrel (archit.) space between either 
shoulder of an arch and the surrounding 
rectangular framework, xv. perh. f. AN. 
spaund(e)re, poss. f. espaundre expand, see -el1. 

spangle thin piece of glittering metal for orna¬ 
ment xv; small sparkling particle xvi. dim. (see 
-le‘) f. synon. tsponge (xv) - MDu. spange (Du. 
spang) or rel. ON. spqng, spang- clasp, brooch 
Gmc. *spango. 

Spaniard xrv. ME. Spaynard, aphetic - OF. 
Espaignart, Espaniard, f. Espaigne (mod. Es- 
pagne), whence Eng. Spain (xm); corr. to Sp. 
Espaha late L. Spdnia for earlier Hispania, 
Ispania\ see -ard. Prob. infl. by MDu. Spaensch 
(Du. Spaansch). So Spanish pert, to Spain xm 
(Spainisce): the language of Spain xv. 

spaniel xiv (spaynet). Aphetic - OF. espaigneul 
(mod. epagneuf)Rom. *spaniolus, for Hispan- 
iolus Spanish, f. Hispania Spain, see prec. 

spank1 slap with the open hand. xvm. perh. 
imit. of the sound. 

spank1 (dial.) travel with vigour and speed, xix. 
Presumably back-formation from spanker 
(-er1) tgold coin xvm; fine large thing; fast horse 
xix; or spanking ( ing1) very large or fine xvii; 

fast-moving xvm, of unkn. orig. 
spar1 (dial.) rafter of a roof xm; (orig and esp. 
naut.) pole or length of timber xiv. - ON. sperra 
or aphetic - OF. esparre (mod. epare, epar) or 
its Gmc. source, repr. by MLG., MDu. sparre 
(Du. spar), OHG. sparro(G. sparren), ON. sparri. 

spar2 fstrike out with the feet or a weapon OE.; 
engage in or practise boxing xvm. OE. sperran, 
spyrran, *spierran, corr to ON. sperrask kick 
out; of unkn. orig. 

spar* gen. term for certain crystalline minerals, 
xvi. - MLG. spar, rel. to OE. spaeren of plaster 
or mortar, spaerstan gypsum, 

sparable small headless wedge shaped iron 
nail. xvii. alt. of sparrow-bill (xvii), so named 
from the shape; see sparrow, bill1. 

spare leave unharmed, abstain from destroy- 
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ing, injuring, using OE.; part with, do without, 
keep in reserve xra; avoid incurring xrv. OE. 
spartan = OS. sparon, OHG. sparon (Du., G. 
sparen), ON. spara Gmc. *spardjan. So adj. 
xrv. Cf. OE. spxr sparing, frugal, 

spark A. small particle of fire OE.; vital prin¬ 
ciple xrv; B. woman of beauty or wit xvi; elegant 
young man xvn; beau, lover xvin. OE. spxrca, 
spearca = (M)LG., MDu. sparke, of unkn. orig. 
The identity of group B of the senses is doubtful. 
Hence vb. xm. sparkle vb. xn (see -le*), sb. xrv. 

sparling (north.) smelt, Osmerus eperlanus. 
xrv. Aphetic - OF. esperlinge (mod. eperlan), of 
Gmc. orig. (cf. MLG„ MDu. spirlinc, G. 
spier ling). 

sparrow OE. spearwa = OHG. sparo, MHG. 
sparwe. ON. spgrr, Goth, sparwa Gmc. 
* spar wan-, *sparwaz 

sparrowhawk xv. repl. arch, or dial, spar- 
hawk, f. OE. spearhafoc (= ON. sparr-haukr), f. 
stem of spearwa sparrow + hafoc hawk*. 

sparse widely spaced or distributed, xvin. - L. 
sparsus, pp. of spargere scatter. 

Spartan native of Sparta xv; adj. xvi. - L. Spar- 
tdnus, f. Sparta (Gr. Sparta, -e)\ see -an. 

spasm sudden or violent muscular contraction, 
xrv. - (O)F. spasme or L. spasmus, spasma - Gr. 
spasmos, spasma, f. span draw, pull. So spas¬ 
modic marked by spasms or twitches xvn; in¬ 
termittent xrx. - modL. spasmodicus, f. Gr. 
spasmddes spastic marked by spasmodic 
symptoms, xvm. - L. spasticus - Gr. spastikos. 

spat* spawn of shellfish, xvn. - AN. spat, of 
unkn. orig. 

spat* short gaiter worn over the instep, xrx. 
Shortening of spatterdash (xvn) long gaiter or 
legging for protection from splashing, f. 
SPATTER + DASH. 

spatchcock (orig. in Ir. use) fowl prepared by 
being summarily split open and grilled, xviil of 
unkn. orig.; cf. spitchcock (xvi) eel cut into short 
pieces, dressed, and cooked, 

spate flood or rising in a river, xv (orig. north, 
and Sc.), of unkn. orig. 

spathe (bot .) large sheathing leaf enveloping in¬ 
florescence. xvm. - L. spatha - Gr. spathe (see 
spade'). 

spatial xix. f. L. spatium space +- -al'. 

spatter xvi. frequent, f. imit. base repr. also in 
LG., Du spatten burst, spout, WFlem. spatteren, 
see -erV 

spatula flat elongated implement, xvi. - L., var. 
of spathula, dim. of spatha spathe. 

spavin hard bony tumour in a horse s leg. xv. 
ME. spaueyne, aphetic - OF. espavin, var. of es 
parvain (mod. eparvin), of uncert. orig. 

spawn cast spawn xiv-xv; engender xvi. 
Aphetic - AN. espaundre shed roe, var. of OF. 
espandre (mod. epandre) shed, spill, pour out 
L. expandere expand. Hence spawn sb. eggs of 
fishes, etc. xv. 

spay remove the ovaries from (a female), xv. 
Aphetic - AN. espeier, OF. espeer, f. espee (mod. 
epee) sword L. spatha (see spade'). 

speak pt. spoke, pp. spoken utter words. Late 
OE. str vb specan (corr. to MDu. speken, OHG. 
spehhen), superseding parallel OE. sprecan. 

which did not survive beyond xn = OS. sprekan 
(Du. spreken), OHG. sprehhan (G. sprechen). 
Hence speaker (of the House of Commons) xrv; 
see -er'. 

spear sb. OE. spere = OS., OHG. sper (Du., G. 
speer), ON. (pi.) spjgr. Hence vb. xvm. 

spec colloq. abbrev. of speculation, xvn (orig. 
U.S.). 

special exceeding what is usual or common xm; 
having a particular purpose xrv. Aphetic - OF. 
especial especial or - L. specialis, f. species 
species; see -al*. Hence specially xm, special¬ 
ist xix. So speciality xv. - OF. especialite. spe¬ 
cialize xvn. - F. specialiser specialty xrv. - 
OF. (e)specialte. 

species outward form (surviving spec, theoi. of 
the elements in the Eucharist); kind (gen. and 
spec.), xvi. - L. (sg. and pi.) speciis, f. spec- of 
specere look, behold. So specie phr. in s., in kind; 
in the real form xvi; in actual coin xvn; hence 
sb. coined money xvn; abl. sg. of species, speci¬ 
fic xvn. - late L. specific us specification xvn. - 
medL. specify xra. - OF. or medL. specificdre. 
specimen fexperiment; tpattem; typical 
example, xvn. - L. specimen, specious ffair to 
look upon xrv; attractive or plausible but lack¬ 
ing in genuineness xvn. - L. speciosus. 

speck small spot. OE. specca, repr. otherwise 
only in speckle sb. xv. - MDu. spekkel (Du. 
spikkel), see -le'. Also vb. xvi. Hence speckled 
(-ED*) XIV. 

specs colloq. abbrev. of spectacles (see next), xix. 
spectacle prepared display, object exhibited; 
(now usu. pi.) device for assisting defective eye¬ 
sight. xiv. - (O)F. - L. spectaculum public show, 
spectators in a theatre, f. spectare, frequent, f. 
specere look at. So spectator onlooker, xvi. - F. 
or L. spectre, U.S. specter xvn. - F. spectre 
or L. spectrum (whence also spectrum spectre; 
coloured band into which a beam of light is de¬ 
composed. xvn; comb, form spectro-, as in 
spectroscope), speculate (-ate*) fobserve, 
consider xvi; engage in thought xvn; engage in 
buying and selling for gain xvm. f. pp. stem of 
L. speculari spy out, watch, f. specula lookout, 
watch-tower, speculation, speculative xrv. - 
(O)F. or late L. speculum surgical instrument 
for examining xvi; mirror, reflector xvn. - L. 

speech act of speaking. OE. (Angl.) spec, (WS.) 
spxc, rel. to specan speak; repl. earlier sprxc 
= OS. sprdka (Du. spraak), OHG. sprahha (G. 
sprache), WGmc. sb. f. *sprxk- *sprek- speak. 
Hence speechify make a speech or speeches 
(usu. with derogatory force) xvm. 

speed tsuccess (surviving in phr. wish good s.); 
quickness OE. sped, earlier speed - OS. spod, 
OHG. spuof, f. Gmc. *spoan (OE. spowan, OHG. 
spuo(e)n prosper, succeed). Hence speed vb. OE. 
spedan, usu. gespedan = OS. spodian (Du. 
spoeden), OHG. spuoten. 

spell' fdiscourse OE.; formula of incantation, 
first in night s, xrv. OE. spel(l) = OS., OHG. spel, 
ON spjall, Goth, spill recital, tale Gmc. *spel- 
lam\ of unkn. orig. Comp, spellbound en¬ 
chanted xvin; hence spellbind vb., whence 
(U.S.) speUbinder xx. 

spell* pt., pp. spelled, (usu.) spelt read out as if 
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letter by letter xm; name or set down the letters 
of xv; make out, decipher xvi. Aphetic - OF 
espel(l)er (mod. epeler), espelir, for older 
*espeldre, espeaudre, of Gmc. orig. (cf. prec.). 

spell* relieve (another) at work xvi. Later form 
of tspele take the place of, OE. spelian, rel. to 
spa la substitute, of unkn. orig. Hence spell sb. 
trelief gang xvi; turn of work taken in relief of 
another xvu; continuous course of time xvm. 

spelt species of grain, Triticum spelta. Rare be¬ 
fore xvi; in late OE., ME., and modEng. due to 
independent adoptions from the Continent of 
OS. spelta, MLG., MDu. spelte (Du. spelt) - 
OHG. spelza, spelta (G. spelz). 

spelter zinc xvn; zinc alloy xix. corr. to OF. 
espeautre, MDu. speauter (Du. spiauter), LG. spl¬ 
atter; rel. to pewter. 

spence (arch.) buttery, pantry xrv; (Sc.) parlour 
xvm. Aphetic - OF. despense (mod. depense) :- 
sb. use of fem. pp. of L. dispendere dispense. So 
tspencer steward, butler (surviving as a sur¬ 
name) - AN. espenser, for OF. despenser. 

spencer fkind of wig xvm; short double- 
breasted overcoat xvm; form of life-belt xrx. f 
family name Spencer, in the several senses re¬ 
spectively after Charles Spencer, third Earl of 
Sunderland (1674-1722), George John Spencer, 
second Earl Spencer (1758-1834), Knight Spencer 
(fl. 1803). 

spend pt., pp. spent give or pay out OE.; use, use 
up xm. Partly (i) OE. spendan, corr. to MLG., 
MDu. spenden, OHG. spenton (G. spenden), ON. 
spenna - L. expendere expend; partly (ii) aphetic 
of dispend - OF. despendre L. dispendere dis¬ 
tribute, dispense. Comp, spendthrift xvn; 
thrift being taken in the sense ‘substance’, 
‘wealth’. 

sperm xrv. - late L. sperma - Gr. sperma, -at-, f. 
base of speirein sow. Comb, form spermato- 
xix. So spermatic xvi. - late L. - Gr. 

spermaceti fatty substance obtained from the 
sperm whale, xv. - medL. spermaceti (so named 
from an erron. notion of the nature of the sub¬ 
stance), f. sperma sperm + ceti, g. of cetus - Gr. 
ketos whale; attrib. in s. whale (xvii), shortened 
to sperm whale (xrx). 

spew vomit, (i) OE. str. vb. spiwan =- OS., OHG. 
spiwan (G. speien), ON. spyja, Goth. speiwan; (ii) 
OE. wk. vb. speowan, spiowan, corr. to L. spuere, 
Gr. ptdein; of imit. orig. 

sphagnum (bot.) genus of mosses, xvm. f. Gr. 
sphdgnos. 

sphenoid (anat.) irregularly-shaped bone at 
the base of the skull wedged in between other 
bones, xvm. - Gr. sphenoeidts, f. sphtn wedge; 
see -oid. 

sphere globular body or figure; globe conceived 
as appropriate to a particular planet, hence 
(one’s or its) province or domain xvii. ME. 
sperie) - OF. espere, later (with assim. to L.) 
sphere - late L. sphera, earlier sphaera - Gr. 
sphaira ball, globe. So spheric, spherical 
xvi. - late L. sphe-, sphaericus - Gr. sphairikds. 
spheroid xvii. 

sphincter (anat.) muscular ring normally clos¬ 
ing an orifice, xvi. - late L. - Gr. sphigkter band, 
contractile muscle, f. sphiggein bind tight. 

sphinx (Gr. myth.) hybrid monster which pro¬ 
pounded a riddle; figure of creature having a 
human head and breast with a lion’s body; in¬ 
scrutable being, xvi. - L. - Gr. Sphigx, pre¬ 
sumably f. sphiggein (see prec.). 

sphragistic (as pi.; see -ics) scientific study of 
seals or signet rings; adj. pert, to these xix. - 
F. sphragistique - Gr. sphragistikos, f. sphrdgis 
seal. 

spicate (bot.) having a spike-like inflorescence, 
xvn. - L. spiedtus, pp. of spiedre furnish with 
spikes, f. spica spike*, see -ate*. 

spice aromatic vegetable substance used for its 
pungency or fragrance, xm. Aphetic - OF. espice 
(mod. epice) L. species appearance, specific 
kind, species, (late) pi. wares, merchandise. So 
spice vb. xrv, spicery xm. Hence spicy (-y‘) 

xvi. 
spick and span brand new xvii (speck and 
span)-, trim, spruce xix. Shortening of (dial.) 
spick and span new (xvi), extension of (dial.) 
span-new (xra) - ON. spannyr ‘new like a freshly 
shaved chip’, f. spdnn chip + nyr new; the el. 
spick is prob. due to synon. Du. spikspell- 
dernieuw, - splinter nieuw ‘spike-splinter-new’, 

spider OE. spidra *spinpran-, f. spinnan spin. 

spiel (U.S.) talk, speech, xix. - G. spiel play, 
spiffing (dial., si.) first-rate, smart, xix. of unkn. 
orig. 

spignel (aromatic root of) Meum atha- 
manticum. xvi. perh. contr. of obscure ME. 
tspigurnel (xrv-xv) - medL. spigurnella 

spigot xrv. of uncert. orig. 
spike1 sharp-pointed piece of metal, large nail. 
xiii. ME. spyk (also spiknail), of uncert. orig. 
(perh. - (M)LG., MDu. spiker (Du. spijker)); rel. 
to spoke. Hence spike vb. xvn. 

spike* A. ear of corn xrv (rare before xvn); in¬ 
florescence of sessile flowers on a long axis xvi; 
B. lavender xvi. - L. spica, -us, -um. 

spikenard xrv. - medL. spica nardi (see spike*, 

nard), or more immed. - OF. spicanard(e) or 
MLG. spikenard, MDu. spikenaerde (Du. 
spijknardus). 

spill1 pt., pp. spilt, spilled tput to death, destroy, 
waste OE.; shed (blood) xn; allow or cause 
(liquid) to fall or pour xrv (hence intr. xvn). OE. 
spillan = (M)LG.,(M)Du.spi7/en, rel. to OR. spil 
dan destroy = OS. spildian, OHG. spilden, ON. 
spilla (:- *spilpjan), of unkn. orig. Hence spilth 
(-TH1) XVII. 

spill* splinter or slip of wood, etc. xm; thin slip 
of wood, etc. for lighting xix. of uncert. orig. 

spin pt. span, spun, pp. spun draw and form into 
thread OE.; form (a thread) xm; shoot, gush xrv; 
revolve xvn. OE. str. vb. spinnan ~ (M)Du. 
spinnen, OHG., Goth, spinnan (G. spinnen), ON. 
spinna. 

spinach xvi (spinache, -age), prob. - MDu. spi 
naetse, spinag{i)e (Du. spinazie) - OF. espinache, 
-age (mod. epinard) - Sp. espinaca - medL. spin- 
ac{h)ia, -ium, of uncert. orig. 

spinal pert, to the spine, xvi - late L. spinalis, 
see -AL1. 

spindle slender rod serving to twist and wind 
thread in spinning OE.; rod serving as an axis 
xrv. OE. spinel, corr. to OS. spinnila, (M)Du. 
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spindel, OHG. spin(n)ila, -ala (G. spindel), f. 
*spin- spin; see -le\ 

spindrift continuous driving of spray, xvi. 
orig. Sc. var. of spoondrift (actually recorded 
later, xvm), f. tspoon run before the wind or 
sea + drift. 

spine backbone xiv (rare before xvii); thorn or 
thorn-like process xv. Aphetic - OF. epine (mod. 
epine), or - its source L. spina thorn, prickle, 
backbone. 

spinel gem resembling the ruby. xvi. - F. spi 
nelle - It. spinella, dim. of spina spine, 

spinet xvii. Aphetic - F. iespinette (mod. 
epinette) - It. spinella. 

spinifex coarse grass of the Australian deserts, 
having spiny leaves, xix. - modL. spinifex, f. 
spina spine + -fex maker, f. base of facere make, 

spinnaker (naut.) three-cornered sail carried 
by racing yachts, xix. Said to be a fanciful for¬ 
mation on spinks, mispronunciation of Sphinx, 
name of the first yacht that commonly carried 
the sail. 

spinney xvi. Aphetic - OF. espinei (mod. 
epinaie) Rom. *spineta, coll, form of L. spin- 
etum, f. spina thorn, spine. 

spinster woman (rarely, man) engaged in spin¬ 
ning xiv; appended to names of women to denote 
occupation, later (from xvii) legal designation 
of one still unmarried, f. spin vb. + -ster. 

spiraea genus of rosaceous plants, xvii. - L. 
spiraea - Gr. speiraia, f. speira spire2. 

spiral coiled as round a cylinder or cone. xvi. - 
F. spiral or medL. spiralis, spira spire2; see -al’. 

spirant (philol.) xix. - L. spirans, -ant-, prp. of 
spirare breathe; see ant. 

spire' tstalk, stem OE.; (dial.) reeds xm; shoot, 
sprout xiv; tapering portion of a steeple xvi (ear¬ 
lier sphere xv). OE. spir = MLG., MDu. spier, 
spir, MHG. spir (G spier tip of blade of grass). 

spire2 coil, spiral, xvi. - F. - L. spira - Gr. speira 
coil, winding. 

spirit A. breath of life; B. vital principle; C. in¬ 
corporeal being xm; immaterial element of a hu¬ 
man being; D. vital power xiv; E. fany of four 
substances so named of the alchemists xiv; 
liquid of the nature of an essence xvii. - AN., 
aphetic of espirit, OF. esperit, (also mod.) esprit - 
L. spiritus breathing, breath, air, life, soul, 
pride, courage, (in Chr. use) incorporeal being, 
f. spirare breathe. Hence spirit vb. (arch.) 
enliven, inspirit xvi; carry away mysteriously 
xvii. spirited ( ed2) xvi. spiritism xix. So 
spiritual pert, to the spirit xiv; ecclesiastical 
xiv. ME. spirituel (later latinized) - (O)F. spi- 
rituel - L. spiritualis: see -al1. spirituality xv. - 

(O)F. or late L. spiritualism xix. spirituous 
fspirited xvi; ardent, alcoholic xvii. - F. spi- 
ritueux or f. L. spiritus. 

spirometer instrument for measuring 
breathing-power, xix. f. L. spirare breathe; see 
-OMETER 

spirt fshort space xvi; slight spell of wind xvm; 
brief spell of activity xix. of unkn. orig.; cf. 
spurt’. 

spit1 pointed rod on which meat is stuck for 

roasting OE.; sword; small tongue of land xvii. 

split 

OE. spitu = MLG., MDu. spit, spet (Du. spit), 
OHG. spiz (G. spiess)Gmc. *spituz. 
spit2 pt., pp spat eject saliva, late Nhb. OE. 
(ge)spittan = G. dial, spiitzen, f. imit. base *spit-, 
of which there are other expressive vars. repr 
by OE. spdtlian, spxt(l)an, spxtl, spdtl, spald 
saliva, MHG spiutzen, ON. spyta\ see spittle. 

spit* spade’s depth of earth, xvi. - (M)LG., 
(M)Du. spit, rel. to OE. spittan (dial, spit) dig 
with a spade, and hence prob. ult. to spit1. 

spitchcock method of preparing an eel by cut¬ 
ting it up and frying it. xvi. of unkn. orig.; cf. 
SPATCHCOCK. 

spite toutrage, insult xiii; strong ill-will xiv; 
in s. of notwithstanding. Aphetic - OF. despit 
despite. So spite vb. fregard with contempt xrv; 
treat maliciously xvi. Aphetic - OF. despiter 
- L. despectare. 

spittle xv. alt., by assoc, with spit2, of (dial.) 
spattle, OE. spdtl, spddl, spald (ME. spold), corr. 
to MLG. spedel, f. Gmc. *spat-, repr. also by OE. 
spxtl, spxtan spit. Hence spittoon xix (orig. 
U.S.). 

spitz Pomeranian dog, having a very pointed 
muzzle, xix. - G. spitz, also spitzhund, spec, use 
of spitz pointed. 

splanchnic pert, to the viscera, xvii. - modL. 
splanchnicus - Gr. splagkhnikos, f. spldgkhnon, 
usu. pi. -a inward parts; see -ic. 

splash dash water, etc. upon, also with water, 
etc., as obj., and intr. xviii. Expressive alt. of 
plash, prob. of imit. orig. 

splay funfold (a banner) xrv; spread out xv. 
Aphetic of display. Hence sb. (archit.) work de¬ 
viating from a right angle; adj., as in splay¬ 
footed). xvi. 
spleen gland in the abdomen anciently held to 
be the seat of (i) melancholy, (ii) mirth xm; used 
of various emotions and states of mind xvi. 
Aphetic - OF. esplen - L. splen - Gr. spltn. Comp, 
spleenwort xvi; after L. splenium, asplenon - 
Gr. So splenetic xvi. - late L. spleneticus. 
splenic xvn. - L. - Gr. 

splendid xvii. - F. splendide or L. splendidus, 
f. splendere be bright or shining. So splendent 
xv. - L. prp splendiferous xv (now joe ). - 
medL. splendiferus, for late L. splendorifer. 
splendour, U.S. splendor great brightness xv; 
magnificent display, brilliant distinction xvn. - 
(O)F. splendeur or L. splendor, see -our. 

splice join (ropes) by interweaving the strands 
xvi; join (two pieces of timber) by overlapping 
the ends xvii; (si.) join in marriage xvm. prob. - 
MDu. splissen. 

splint plate of overlapping metal in medieval 
armour xm; slender or thin slip of wood, etc.; 
(dial.) splinter xiv; (in farriery) tumour de¬ 
veloping into a bony excrescence xvi; laminated 
coal xvm. - MLG. splente, splinte, MDu. splinte 
(Du. splint)-, rel. to next. 

splinter sb. xiv. - (M)Du. splinter, rel. to prec. 
Hence vb. xvi. 

split break up (a ship) on a rock, etc.; cleave, 
rend longitudinally, xvi. In earliest use naut. - 
(M)Du. splitten, obscurely rel. to spletten and to 
MDu., MLG. spliten, MHG. splizen (G. spleissen)-, 
of unkn. orig. 
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splodge xrx. expressive alt. of next, 
splotch xvn. prob. of symbolic orig. 
splurge (U.S.) ostentatious display, xix. of sym¬ 
bolic orig. 

splutter (dial.) noise, fuss; violent and confused 

utterance xvii; loud sputter or splashing xix. alt. 

of SPUTTER. 

spode china ware manufactured by Josiah 
Spode (1754-1827). xix. 

spoil goods captured from an enemy xm; (esp 
pi.) arms or armour so captured, (also gen.) xvi; 
refuse material xix. Aphetic - OF. espoiile, f. 
espoillier L. spoliare, f. spolium, pi. -ia skin 
stripped from an animal, booty. So spoil vb. A. 
strip, despoil xm; B. damage, ruin xvi; C. de¬ 
teriorate xvn; be spoiling for (orig. U S.) desire 
eagerly xix. - OF. espoillier, or aphetic of despoil. 

spoke one of the staves of a wheel OE. spaca = 
OS. speca (Du. speek), OHG. speihha (G. speiche) 

WGmc *spaikan-, f. *spaik- *speik- spike1. 
spokesman -(interpreter; one who speaks on 
behalf of another xvi; fspeaker of an assembly; 
public speaker xvii. irreg f. spoke, pt. of 
speak + -sman (see -s). 

spoliation xiv. - L. spoliatid, on-, f. spoliare 
spoil; see -ation. 

spondee (pros.) metrical foot of two long syl¬ 
lables. xiv - (O)F. spondee or L. spondeus - Gr. 
spondeios sb. use of adj. f. spondi libation, the 
spondee being a foot characteristic of melodies 
accompanying libations. So spondaic xvm. - F. 
spondaique or late L. spondaicus, alt. of 
spondiacus - Gr. spondeiakos. 

spondulicks (si.) money, xix (orig. U.S.). of 
unkn. orig. 

sponge sb. OE. sponge, corr. to OS. spunsia (Du. 
spons) - L. spongia - Gr. spoggid, f. spoggos, 
sphoggos, reinforced in ME. from OF. Hence vb. 
xiv. 

sponsion solemn or formal engagement, xvn. - 
L. sponsio, on-, f. pp. stem of spondere promise 
solemnly, rel. to Gr. spendein pour a libation, 
promise; see -sion. So sponsor godfather, god¬ 
mother; one who gives surety, xvii. - L. 

sponson (naut.) extension beyond the ordinary 
line or bulk of a vessel, xix. Formerly also 
sponsing, sponcing, of unkn orig. 

spontaneous xvii. f. late L. spontdneus, f. L. 
(sud) sponte of (one’s) own accord, 

spontoon (hist.) kind of halberd, xvm. - F. 
tsponton (mod. esponton) - It. spunlone, f. spun- 
tare blunt. 

spoof (card) game of a hoaxing character; (gen.) 
hoax, humbug, xix Invented by Arthur Roberts 
(1852-1933), Eng. comedian, 

spook (colloq.) spectre, ghost, xix. - Du. spook 
= (M)LG. spok, of unkn. orig. 

spool xrv. Aphetic - OF. espole (mod. epoule), 
or - its source MLG. spole = MDu. spoele (Du. 
spoet), OHG. spuolo, -a (G. spuley, WGmc., of 
unkn. orig. 

spoon A. fchip, splinter OE.; B. shallow oval 
bowl with a long handle xiv. OE. spon = MLG. 
span, MDu spaen, OHG. span (G. span shaving), 
ON. sponn, spann. The Scand. sense (B) pre 
vailed in this word. Comp, spoonbill bird of 
the family Plataleidae. Hence spoony foolish 

person, silly xvm; spoon was similarly applied 
contemp. to person making love sentimentally, 
whence a corr. use cf spoon vb. (xix). 

spoonerism accidental transposition of initial 
sounds or syllables of words associated in a con- 
texi. xix. f. name of the Rev. W. A. Spooner (1844- 
1930), who was said to have been addicted to 
this; see -ism. 

spoor track, trail xix. - Afrikaans spoor, repr. 
MDu. spo(o)r = OE., OHG., ON. spor (G spur)] 
rel. to spur 

sporadic xvn. - rnedL. sporadicus - Gr. spora- 
dikos, f. spor as, -ad- scattered, dispersed, f. base 
of spora sowing, seed, whence modL. spor a, 
used spec bot , minute reproductive body in 
flowerless plants, anglicized spore xix. See -ic. 

sporran xix. - Gael, sporan = Ir. sparan purse, 
Mir. sboran, W. ysbur - L, bursa purse. 

sport pleasant pastime, diversion xv; object of 
diversion xvn; pi. series of athletic contests 
xvi. So sport vb. t(refl.) amuse oneself xiv; 
(intr.) xv; display xvm. Aphetic of disport sb 
and vb Hence sportive xvi, sportsman 
(see -s) xvm. 

spot moral stain xn; small roundish mark xm; 
small piece or particle; small plot or area xrv. 
perh. - MDu. spotte, LG. spot, corr. to ON. spotti 
small piece, bit, obscurely rel. to OE. splott spot, 
plot of land (cf. gesplottod spotted, and rare MF. 
splotti adj ). Hence spot vb. xv. spotted ( ed3) 
xm, spotty (-y1) xrv. 

spouse xn. Early ME. spusie) - OF. sp(o)us m., 
sp(o)use fern., aphetic var. of espousie) (mod. 
epoux, epouse)L. sponsus bridegroom, sponsa 
bride, sb. uses of m and fern. pp. of spondere 
betroth. 

spout pipe for discharge of water, etc. xiv; dis¬ 
charge of water, waterspout xvi. corr. to Flem. 
spuyte, Du. spuit, but prob. immed f. spout vb. 
(xiv) - MDu. spouten (Du. spuiten), f. imit. base 
*sput-, repr. also in ON. spyta spit, 

sprain vb. and sb. xvn. of uncert. orig. 
spraints excrement of the otter, xv. - OF. 
espraintes (mod. epreintes), sb. use of fern pp of 
espraindre squeeze out. 

sprat xvi. Later var. of + sprot, OE. sprot = 
MLG., (M)Du. sprot, of unkn. orig. 

sprawl (dial.) kick convulsively; spread one's 
limbs awkwardly. OE. spreawlian; of symbolic 
orig. 

spray1 tsmall twigs, fine brushwood xm 
(earlier in place-names); slender shoot or twig 
xrv of unkn. orig. 

spray2 water in the form of a fine shower xvn; 
jet of vapour xix. orig. spry, immed. source 
unkn.; formally corr. to MDu. vb. spra(e)yen - 
MHG. spraejen, spraewen. Hence vb. xix. 

spread pt., pp. spread stretch so as to display, 
send out in various directions xn; overlap with. 
be extended, become diffused xm. OE. *spraedan 
(in comps, a-, ge-, ofer-, tosprxdan, and 
spraedung diffusion) = OS. tospreidan, MLG., 
MDu. spreden (Du. sprei(d)en), OHG. spreitan (G. 
spreiten) WGmc. *spraidjan, causative of 
*spridan, repr. by OHG. spritan be extended, 

spree (colloq.) boisterous frolic, xix. of unkn 
orig. 
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sprig1 small slender nail. xiv. of unkn. orig. 
sprig* shoot, twig. xv. of unkn. orig. 
sprightly xvi. f. spright (xvi), var. of sprite + 
-lyV 

spring' A. place of rising, as of a stream OE.; B. 
action or time of rising or beginning xm; fC. 
young growth xm; D. first season of the year 
xvi (earlier fspringing time xrv, spring time xv, 
etc.); E. rising of the sea to its extreme height 
xiv (s tide xvi); F. elastic contrivance xv. OE. 
spring, spryng, f. Gmc *spm/j-, 'sprays- (see 
next); in sense E perh. of LG. or Du. orig. 

spring* pt. sprang, pp. sprung bound, leap (up, 
etc.); issue forth; grow OE., originate xii; cause 
(a bird) to rise xvi. OE. springan = OS., OHG. 
springan (Du., G. springen), ON. springa Gmc. 
*spreysan, f. base rel. to * sprays-, repr. in prec. 
and (O)HG. sprung, (M)Du. sprong. 

springbok xviii. - Afrikaans, f. Du. springen 
spring* + boh goat, antelope (see buck). 

springe snare to catch small game, esp. birds, 
xm. repr. OE. *sprencg *sprangjan, f. base of 
SPRING*. 

sprinkle scatter in drops xrv; bedew, bespatter 
xv; cover with specks of colour xviii perh. - 
(M)Du. sprenkelen\ see -le*. 

sprint fdart, spring xvi; run, etc. fast for a short 
distance xix. - ON. *sprinta (Sw, spritta); ult. 
orig. unkn. 

sprit pole OE., (naut) boom or pole crossing a 

sail diagonally xiv. OE. spreot = (M)Du., (M)LG. 
spr(i)et, f. Gmc. *spreut sprCLt-, cf. sprout. 

sprite spirit, elf, fairy, xm. ME. spryte, also 

spreit, sprete, alt with lengthened vowel of sprit, 
contr. of spirit. 

sprocket triangular piece of timber xvi; pro¬ 
jection on the rim of a wheel engaging with the 
links of a chain xviii. of unkn. orig. 

sprout shoot forth, spring up. xn. ME spruten, 
OE. *spriitan (in pp. dsproten), OS. spruton = 
MLG spruten, (M)Du. spruiten, MHG. spriezen 
(G. spriessen) WGmc. *spriitan, f. *sprHt-, as 
also in OE. sprytan, spryttan, OHG. spriozan. 
Hence, or - MLG., MDu. sprute (Du. spruit), 
sprout sb. xm. 

spruce fbrisk, lively; trim, neat. xvi. poss. from 
a particular collocation of Spruce = Pruce Prus¬ 
sia, e.g. Spruce leather (jerkin). Hence vb. xvi. 

spruit small watercourse in S. Africa, xix. - Du. 
(see sprout). 

spry active, brisk, xviii. of unkn. orig. 

spud fshort or poor knife or dagger xv; spade¬ 

like implement for digging or weeding xvii; 

stumpy person or thing xvii; potato xix. of unkn. 

orig. 

spume foam, froth, xiv. - OF. (e)spume or L 
spuma, gen. connected with pumex pumice, OE. 
fam foam. 

spunk spark; touchwood xvi; fungus growing 
on trees xvii; (Sc.) match xviii; spirit, mettle, of 
unkn. orig. 

spur device attached to a rider's heel for prick¬ 
ing on his mount. OE. spora, spura = OS. sporo 
(Du. spoor), OHG. sporo (G. sporn), ON. spori 
Gmc. * spur an , based on IE. *sper- strike with 
the foot; cf. spurn, spoor. Hence vb. xm. 

spurge plant of the genus Euphorbia, species of 

which have been used as purgatives. Aphetic - 
OF espurge (mod. epurge), f. espurgier purge 
L. expurgare; see ex-1 , purge. 

spurious illegitimate xvi; not genuine xvn. f. 
L. spurius illegitimate, false, 

spurn strike with the foot (tintr. and trans ); 
reject with contempt. OE. str. vb. spur nan, corr. 
to OS. spur nan, OHG. spornon, spur nan, ON. 
*spurna\ cogn. with L. spernere scorn. 

spurr(e)y plant of the genus Spergula. xvi. - 
Du. spurrie, earlier sporie, speurie, obscurely 
based on med. L. spergula. 

spurt' short period, brief unsustained effort. 
xvi. var. of contemp. spirt. 

spurt* issue in a sudden forcible jet. xvi. var. of 
contemp. spirt, of unkn. orig. Hence sb. xviii. 

sputter spit out in small particles xvi; utter has¬ 
tily or confusedly xvii. - Du. sputteren, of iT‘ ‘. 
orig.; cf. splutter. 

sputum xvii. - L. sputum, sb. use of n. p. of 
spuere spit. 

spy one who watches secretly, xm. Aphetic - 
OF. espie, f. espier espy (whence spy vb. act as a 
spy; catch sight of xm) - Gmc. *spex-, as in MLG. 
speen, MDu. spien (Du. spieden), OHG. spehon 
(G. spdhen), ON. speja, spaeja, repr. IE. *spek- (L. 
specere look). 

squab young bird; squat person; couch, soft 
cushion, xvn. of uncert. orig. Also adj. squat. 
xvii. 

squabble vb. and sb. xvn. prob. of imit. orig. 
squad xvn. Aphetic (after next) - F. escouade, 
tesquade (xvi), var. of escadre - Sp. escuadra. It. 
squadra, corr. to F. equerre square. 

squadron tbody of soldiers in square for¬ 
mation; military and naval unit. xvi. - It. squad 
rone, f. squadra square; cf. -oon. 

squails ninepins, xix. of unkn. orig. 
squalid repulsively foul, xvi. - L. squalid us, f. 
squdlere be dry, rough, dirty; see -id1. So squa¬ 
lor ( OR*) xvn. 

squall cry out violently, xvn. prob. alt. of 
squeal by assoc, with bawl. Hence perh. sb. 

sudden and violent gust of wind (and rain), xviii. 

squaloid shark-like. xix. f. L. squalus sea-fish, 
used in zool. for the shark; see -oid. 

squamose scaly, xvii. - L. squamdsus, f. 
squama scale; see -ose'. So squamous xvi. - F. 
or L. 

squander (dial.) scatter, disperse; spend prodi¬ 
gally. xvi. of unkn. orig. 

square A. implement for determining a right 
angle xm; B. rectangular figure with four equal 
sides xiv; rectangular area xvii. Earliest form 
squire (xm-xvn) chiefly in sense A, later square 
(xv), aphetic - OF. esquere, esquare (mod. 
equerre)Rom. *exquadra, f. *exquadrare, f. L. 
e j.-'+quadra square (see quadrant). So 
square adj. xiv. - OF. esquarre, pp. of esquarrer 
(whence square vb. xrv). 

squarrose having scales, etc. standing out at 
right angles, xviii. - L. squarrosus scurfy, 
scabby; see -ose'. 

squarson (joc.) parish priest who is also squire, 
xix. f. squ(ire) and (p)arson. 

squash' crush to a flat mess or pulp. xvi. 
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Aphetic - OF. esquasser Rom. *exquassare; 
see ex ', quash. 

squash8 kind of gourd, xvn. of Algonquian orig. 
squat A. (dial.) crush, flatten xin; B. refl. and 
intr. sit in a crouching attitude xv. - OF. 
esquatir, -ter, f. es ex-'+quatir press down, 
crouch, hide Rom. *coactire, f. L. codctus, pp. 
of cogere drive or force together, f. co- + agere 
drive. 

squaw N. Amer. Indian woman or wife. xvn. of 
Algonquian orig. 

squawk vb. and sb. xix. of imit. orig. 
squeak vb. xrv. of imit. orig. Hence sb. xvn. 
squeal vb. xm. of imit. orig. Hence sb. xvm. 
squeamish affected with nausea xv; distant, 
prudish, fastidious xvi. alt., by substitution of 
-isk' for -ous, of ME. squaymes, squeymous, 
earlier scoymus, squoymous, aphetic - AN. 
escoymos, of unkn. orig. 

squeegee implement fitted with rubber for re¬ 
moving moisture from a surface, xix. Arbi¬ 
trarily f. squeege (xvm), expressive alt. of 
squeeze; see -ee* 

squeeze vb. xvi. var. of earlier tsquise, fsquize 
(xvi); ult. orig. unkn. Hence sb. xvn. 

squelch crush down (something soft), xvu. of 
imit. orig. 

squib kind of firework; smart hit, lampoon, xvi. 
prob. imit 

squid xvn. of unkn. orig. 
squiffy (si.) slightly drunk, xix. of unkn. orig. 
squiggle make wavy or writhing movements, 
xix. of symbolic orig. 

squill (root of) the sea-onion, xrv. - L. squilla, 
var. of scilla - Gr. skilla. 

squinch (archit.) tstone cut for a scuncheon 
xv; support constructed across an angle xix. 
Shortening of scuncheon. 

squint adv. t(looking) obliquely with the eyes 
differently directed xrv (in squyntloker), adj. (as 
in s. eye, -eyed), vb. xvi. Hence squint sb. stra¬ 
bismus xvn; hagioscope xix. Aphetic of asquint 

squire young man in attendance on a knight 
xm; one who attends on a lady xvi, country 
gentleman xvn. Aphetic - OF. esquier esquire. 
Hence squirearchy class of squires, xvm; after 
hierarchy, squireen petty squire xix. 

squirm xvn. of symbolic orig. 
squirrel xrv. Aphetic - AN. esquirel, OF. 
esquireul, escureul (mod. ecureuil) Rom. 
“scuridlus, diin. of “scurius, for L. sciurus 
- Gr. skiouros. 

squirt vb. xrv. Earlier swirt, of imit. orig. Hence 
sb xv. 

squish (dial.) squeeze, squash, xvu. of imit. 
orig. Hence sb. xix. 

squit (dial., si.) insignificant or contemptible 
person, xix. prob. rel. to (dial.) squit squirt, 

squitch alt. of quitch, xviii. 
stab vb xrv. of unkn. orig.; cf. synon. (dial.) stob 
(xvi). Hence sb. xv. 

stable' building for the housing of horses and 
fcattle. xiii. Aphetic - OF. estable stable, pigsty, 
etc. (mod. etablecowhouse)L. stabulum, Rom. 
“stabula (pi. used as fern, sg.) stall, enclosure for 
animals, lit. standing-place’, f. base of L. stare 

stagger 

stand. Hence, or - OF. establer - L. stabul&re, 
stable vb. xrv 

stable* able to remain erect, not liable to fail or 
vary, steadfast, xm. - AN. stable, OF. estable 
(mod. stable) L. stabilis, -em firm as a foun¬ 
dation or support, standing firm, secure, stead¬ 
fast, f. base of stare stand; see -ble. So stability 
xv. ME. stablete - OF. (e)stablete - L. stabilitds. 
stabilize xix. - F. stabiliser, stablish ( ish*) 
xm. Earlier var. of establish. 

staccato (mus.) with abrupt breaks between 
successive notes, xvm. - It. staccato, pp. of stac- 
care, aphetic of distaccare detach. 

stack pile, heap xm; cluster of chimneys xvn. - 
ON. stakkr haystack Gmc. *stakkaz. Hence 
stack vb. pile up xrv; (U S.) pack (cards) fraudu¬ 
lently xix 

stacte fragrant spice of the ancients, xiv. - L. - 
Gr. stakti, sb. use of fern, of staktos distilling in 
drops, f. “stag-, base of stdzein flow, drip, 

staddle ffoundation OE.; young tree left stand¬ 
ing xvi; lower part of a rick, etc.; platform on 
which a rick stands xvm. OE. stadol base, sup¬ 
port, tree trunk, fixed position = OS. stabal 
standing, OHG. stadal bam (G. dial, stadel), ON 
stQdull milking-place Gmc. *staplaz, f. *sta- 
STAND. 

stad(t)holder tgovemor of a fortress xvi; in 
the Netherlands, viceroy of a province, etc. 
xvn. - Du. stadhouder, f. stad place (stead) 
4- houder, agent-noun of houden hold1. 

stadium ancient Greek and Roman measure 
of length xvi; course for foot-racing; stage of a 
process xvn. - L. - Gr. stad ion, earlier spddion 
racecourse, f. span draw. 

staff pi. staves (now chiefly literary exc. in 
senses in which stave is now the usual sg.), 
staffs (the only form in C). A. stick, pole, rod OE. 
(later in many spec, uses); B. tletter OE.; fline 
of verse xv; tstanza xvi; (mus.) set of horizontal 
lines for the placing of notes xvn; C body of 
officers or persons employed xvm. OE. stzef = 
OS. (Du.) staf, OHG. stop (G. stab), ON. stafr 
Gmc. *stabaz. C is of Continental orig.; cf. Du. 
staf, G. stab, the use being prob. developed from 
the sense wand of office, ‘baton’. Hence staff vb 
provide with a staff of officers, etc. xix. 

stallage accessories of a picture, xix - G 
staffage, pseudo-F. formation on G. staffieren fit 
out, garnish; see -age. 

stag male of the (red) deer xii; (north.) young 
horse xrv; (dial.) full-grown castrated animal 
xvii; male of birds; (si.) informer xvm. OE. 
*stacga, *stagga, of unkn. orig.; perh. orig. ‘male 
animal in its prime' (cf. ON. staggr, staggi male 
bird). 

stage A. storey, floor xm; B. fstation, position 
xm; t C. raised floor, platform xiv (in a theatre 
xvi); D. division of a journey or process; short 
for s. coach xvii. Aphetic - OF. estage dwelling, 
stay, situation (mod. etage storey)Rom *stati- 
cum standing-place, position, f. L. stare stand; 
cf. -age. Sense D perh. arose from a supposed 
connection with stadium. So or hence stager 
old s., one qualified by long experience, xvi. 
perh. - OF. estagier inhabitant, resident, 

stagger move involuntarily from side to side; 
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cause to reel or totter, xvi; alt. of (dial.) stacker 
(xm) - ON. stakra, frequent, of staka push, stag¬ 
ger. Hence sb. spec. pi. as name of a disease xvi. 

Stagnant (of liquid) fthat is at rest in a vessel; 
not moving, xvii. - L. stag nans, -ant-, prp. of 
stagndre (hence stagnate xvii), f. stagnum pool; 
see -ant, -ate*. Hence stagnation xvii. 

staid tfixed, permanent; settled in character; of 
sober or steady demeanour, xvi (stayed), adj. use 
of pp. of stay vb. 

stall! A. change the colour of, fdeprive of col¬ 
our; sully, blemish; spot or blotch with dirt, etc. 
xxv; B. impart its colour to, tinge; fomament 
with colour xv; colour (fabric, etc.) with pigment 
xvn, (glass) xvm. Aphetic of distain - OF. 
desteign-, pres, stem of desteindre. The de¬ 
velopment of sense B is obscure. Hence stain 
sb. xvi; dye, pigment xvin. 

stair flight of steps OE.; coll. pi. xrv; any one of 
these xvi. OE. stxger = (M)LG., (M)Du. Steiger 
scaffolding, quay, f. Gmc. ‘stoij- *sti3- climb (cf. 
sty1). For staircase (xvn) see case*. 

staithe (dial., esp. north.) landing-stage, wharf, 
xrv (stath). - ON. * stapled, stQd, rel. to OE. staed 
= OS. stad, OHG. stad, Goth, stapa (d. sg.) bank, 
shore Gmc. *stapaz, *-am, f. *sta- stand. 

stake1 stout stick or post. OE. staca, corr. to 
(M)LG., MDu. stake (Du. staak)\ f. *stak- *stek- 
(see stick1). Hence stake vb. xrv; cf. OE. stacung 
impaling. 

stake* sb. that which is placed at hazard; vb. 
wager, hazard, xvi. of unkn. orig. 

stalactite icicle-like deposit of carbonate of 
lime pendent from a cave-roof. xvn. - modL 
stalactites, f. Gr. stalaktos dropping, dripping, f. 
stalak-, base of stalassein drip, let drip; see -ite. 

So stalagmite similar deposit rising from the 
floor of a cave. xvin. - modL. stalagmites, f. Gr. 
stdlagma, stalagmos. 

stale1 f(of liquor) that has stood long enough to 

clear, (hence) old and strong xm; that has lost 

its freshness xvi. prob. - AN., OF. *estale (mod. 

etale, naut. of stationary water), f. estaler come 

to a stand, stall*. 

stale* urinate, esp. of horses, xv. perh. - OF. 
estaler take up a position (see next), in spec, 
sense. 

stalemate (in chess) position in which the 
player has no allowable move open to him, but 
is not in check xvin. f. synon. tstale (xv-xvn), 
prob. - AN. estale position, f. estaler be placed, 
stall*; see mate*. 

stalk1 slender stem of plant or flower, xiv. prob. 
dim. of ME. stale, OE. stalu side of a ladder, 
stave, rel. to OE. stela stalk, support; cf. WFlem. 
stalke(n), Norw. dial, stalk. 

stalk* fwalk stealthily OE.; pursue game by 
method of stealthy approach xiv (trans. xix); 
walk with stiff measured steps xvi. Late OE. 
*stealcian (repr. in bistealcian and vbl. sb. 
stealcung)*stalkojan, frequent, f. *stal-, *stel 
steal. Hence stalking-horse xvi. 

stall1 tplace, position; division in stable or shed 
OE.; each of a row of seats in a choir; board in 
front of a shop for the sale of goods, booth, stand 
xrv; sheath for the finger, etc. xv (finger-stall). 
OE. steall = (M)Du., OHG. stal (G. stall), ON. 

stallr pedestal, stall for a horseGmc. *stallaz, 
prob.*stadlaz, f. *sta- stand. In ME. partly - 
OF. estal (mod. etal) place, stall in church, etc., 
of Gmc. orig. 

stall* A. thave one's abode; B. fins tall; C. put 
(an animal) in a stall xrv; fassign, fix; D. come 
or bring to a stand xv. of mixed orig.; partly (i) - 
OF. estaler stop, sit in choir, f. estal (see stall1), 

(ii) f. stall1, and (iii) aphetic of install. 

stallion xrv. ME. staloun - AN. var. of OF. 
estalon (mod. etalon) - Rom. deriv. (cf. -oon) of 

Gmc. *stall- stall1 (stallions for breeding being 
kept in the stable); the orig. of the form -ion 
(stalyone xv) is unkn. 

stalwart xrv. Sc. var. of stalward, stalworth\ 
OE. staelwierde (ME. stalworpe, -worde, -warde), 
f. stael place; see -worthy. 

stamen twarp, thread; (bot.) male or fertilizing 
organ of a plant, xvii. - L. stamen warp, thread 
of warp, stamen, corr. to Gr. stimon warp, sterna 
part of a plant. 

stamina tnative elements or rudiments of a 
thing xvii; fcongenital vital capacities xvm; vig¬ 
our of bodily constitution; intellectual or moral 
robustness xix. - L. stamina, pi. of stamen; see 
prec. The senses arise partly from the orig. L. 
sense ‘warp of cloth’, partly from the application 
of L. stamina to the threads spun by the Fates. 

stammer speak with halting articulation OE; 
(dial.) stagger xrv. Late OE. stamerian = OS. 
stamaron, (M)LG., (M)Du. stameren WGmc. 
*stamrdjan, f. *stamra- (repr. by OE. stamor 
stammering), f. *stam-, repr. by OE. stam(m), 
OHG. stammer, ON. stamr, Goth, stamms stam¬ 
mering, etc.; cf. -er\ 

stamp A. fbray, pound xn; B. bring down the 
foot heavily xrv; C. strike an impression on 
something xvi. prob. OE. *stampian = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. stampen, OHG. stampfon pound (G. 
stampfen stamp with the foot, pound, crush), 
ON. stappa Gmc. *stampojan, f. *stampaz, -on 
pestle, mortar, prob. f. nasalized var. of ‘stop- 
tread, step; reinforced or infl. in sense in ME. 
by (O)F. estamper stamp, of Gmc. orig. Hence, 
or - F. estampe, stamp sb. stamping instrument 
xv; stamped or impressed mark xvi; kind, 
character; act of stamping as with the foot. 

stampede (orig. U S.) sudden rush and flight, 
orig of panic-stricken cattle, xix. - spec. Mex. 
use of Sp. estampida crash, uproar sb. use 
of fern. pp. of Rom *stampire - Gmc. *stamp- 
stamp. 

stance xvi. - F. stance tstay, stanza - It. stanza 
station, stopping-place (see stanza). 

stanch1, staunch1 stop the flow of; arrest the 
progress of, allay; tquench, extinguish, xrv. - 
OF. estanchier (mod. etancher) Rom. *stan- 
care, f. *stancus dried up, weary, of unkn. orig. 
For the rel. adj. see staunch*. 

stanchion upright bar or stay, xv - AN. stan- 
chon - OF. estanchon, estanson, f. estance prop, 

supportRom. *stantia (cf. stanza). 

stand pt., pp. stood A. assume or maintain an 
erect position on the feet; be upright on a base; 
be set or placed OE.; B. confront, face xrv; cause 
to stand, set upright xix OE. str. vb. standan = 
OS. standan (Du. pt. stond), OHG. stantan (G. 
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pt. stand), ON. standa, Goth, standan Gmc. 
*standan, formed, with suffix *-nd- (:- IE. *-nt) 
in the pres, stem and *-& (:- IE. *-t) in the 
perfect stem, on the base *sta- *sto-IE. *st(h)o- 
*st(h)d- stand, cause to stand, repr. in L. stare, 
Gr. histanai, OS1. stati, Skr. stha-. In some Gmc. 
langs. the pres, stem has a shorter form (by infl. 
of gdn, gen go), e g. OS. stdn (Du. staan), OHG. 
stdn, sten (G. stehen). Hence sb. tdelay OE. (late 
Nhb.); place of standing, position xm; act of 
standing, stop, halt xvi; appliance to stand on 
xvii. Comps, standpoint (physical or mental) 
point of view. xix. f. stand vb. + point sb., after G. 
standpunkt (xvra). standstill xvm. f. phr. stand 
still (still1). 

standard A. military or naval ensign xn; B. 
(gen.) erect or upright object; stump of tree left 
standing xm (first in place-names); C. exemplar 
of measure or weight; level or degree of quality 
or achievement xv. Aphetic of AN. estaundart, 
OF. estendart (mod. etendard), f. estendre extend; 

see -ard. The group of meanings under B is 
mainly by assoc, with stand. Hence stan¬ 
dardize xix. 

standish (arch.) stand for writing materials, xv. 
of unkn. orig.; presumably based on stand. 

stanhope applied to (i) a light open two-seated 
vehicle first made for the Hon. and Rev. Fitzroy 
Stanhope (1787-1864), and (ii) a lens and a print¬ 
ing press invented by Charles, third Earl Stan 
hope (1753-1816). xix. 

staniel kestrel. OE. stan(e)gella ‘stone-yeller’, f. 
stdn stone + *gella, f. gellan yell. 

stannary the Stannaries, the districts com¬ 
prising the tin mines and smelting works of 
Cornwall and Devon, xv. - medL. stanndria n. 
pi., f. late L. stannum tin, properly stagnum 
alloy of silver and tin; see ary. 

stannic containing tin. xvm. f. late L. stannum-, 
see prec., -ic. 

stanza xvi (stanze, -o, -a). - It. stanza standing, 
stopping-place, dwelling, room, strophe Rom. 
*stantia, f. L. stans, stant-, prp. of stare stand. 

Hence stanzaic xix. 
staple1 fpost, pillar OE.; short u-shaped metal 
rod or bar xm. OE. stapol, corr. to MLG., (M) 
Du. stapel pillar, steeple, emporium, OHG. staffal 
foundation, ON. stppull pillar, steeple Gmc. 
*stapulaz: see -le1. 

staple2 place in which merchants have trading 
privileges; principal market or commercial cen¬ 
tre xv; principal article of commerce or industry 
xvii; chief object of employment, etc. xix. - OF. 
estaple emporium, mart (mod. etape halting- 
place) - (M)LG., (M)Du. stapel (see prec.). Hence 
staple adj. having the chief place in production 
or use. xvn. 

staple8 fibre of wool, etc. as determining the 
quality, xv. perh. f. tstaple vb. inspect and sort 
at a staple (see prec ). 

star luminous celestial body OE., image or figure 
of one of them xrv. OE. steorra = OS. sterro (Du. 
ster, star), OHG. sterro WGmc. *sterran- (cf. 
OHG. sterno (G. stern), ON. stjarna, Goth. 
stairno): f. IE. *ster- *ster-, repr by L. Stella (:- 
*sterld), Gr. ast#r (aster-), dstron. Hence starry 

(-Y1) xrv. star-gazer xvi; see gaze. 

starboard OE. steorbord, f. steor guidance, 
steering paddle, rudder (see steer8) + bord 
board. The ref. is to the steering by means of a 
paddle worked over the right side of the vessel, 

starch tstifFen, compose (the features); stiffen 
(linen, etc) with starch xv. repr. OE. *stercan 
make rigid (cf. stercedferhd of fixed or resolute 
mind) = OS. sterkian (Du. sterken), OHG. ster- 
ken (G. starken) strengthen WGmc. *starkjan, 
f. Gmc. *starkaz stark. Hence starch sb. xv. 

stare gaze fixedly OE.; (of hair) stand on end xvi. 
OE. starian = MLG. staren, OHG. staren, ON. 
stara, f. Gmc. *star- *ster- be rigid, repr. also by 
MDu. star rigidity of the eyes, Du. staren, G. 
starren be rigid, OE. staer(e)blind quite blind, 

stark fhard, unyielding; fviolent, severe OE.; 
(arch.) strong, stout xin; (dial.) rigid, stiff; sheer, 
absolute xrv; naked xvm. OE. stearc = OS., 
(O)HG. stark, (M)Du. sterk, ON. sterkr Gmc. 
*starkaz, the weak grade of the base being repr. 
by OHG. gistorchanen grow rigid, Goth. 
gastaurknan dry up, ON. styrkr strong, strength. 
In s. blind (xv) and s. dead (xrv) used adv. for 
‘quite’, from the sense ‘rigid’; similarly s. naked 
(xvi), for earlier (dial.) start naked (xm) steort 
naket, f. fstart (OE. steort) tail, as if orig. ‘naked 
even to the tail’. 

starling Late OE. staerlinc, f. stxr starling, corr. 
to MLG. star, OHG. star m., stara fern. (G. 
sta(h)r), ON. stariGmc. *staraz, -on, -an-, rel. 
to L. sturnus, see -ling1. 

start A. fleap, jump (OE); move with a sudden or 
violent impulse; issue swiftly xm; make a sudden 
involuntary movement; break away xvi; set out 
for a race xvii; set out on a journey; B. cause to 
move in such ways xrv. ME. sterte, starte, stiirte, 
repr. OE. *stiertan or *steortian, *steartian, *styr- 
tan (perh. seen in late Nhb. prp. sturtende), f. 
Gmc. *stert *start- *sturt-, repr. 
also by (M)LG. star ten, (M)Du. storten, OHG. 
sturzen (G. sturzen) overthrow, pour out, rush, 
fall headlong 

startle tkick, struggle OE. (only); (dial.) rush 
xm; fstart with surprise, etc.; cause to start xvi. 
OE. steartlian, f. *start-, see prec. and -le8. 

Starve tdie OE.; die of hunger; cause to die of 
hunger, cold, etc. xvi. OE. str. vb. steorfan = OS. 
sterban (Du. sterven), OHG. sterban (G. sterben) 
WGmc. *sterban, perh. orig. ‘be rigid’ and thus 
rel. to ON. stjarfi tetanus, stirfinn obstinate, starf 
effort; outside Gmc., cf. OIr. ussarb (:- *ud 
sterbha) death; extension of the base *ster- be ri¬ 
gid (cf. stare). The orig str forms of the pt. 
became obs. xv, of the pp. xvi. Hence starvation 
xvm. 

stasis (path.) stoppage of the fluids of the body, 

xvm. - Gr. stasis, f. *sta stand. 

-stat repr. Gr. -states, -statos, f. *sta- stand; first 
in heliostat (xvm), intended to mean an in¬ 
strument for causing the sun to appear 
stationary. 

state A. condition xm; B. fstatus, (high) rank 
xm; solemn pomp; C. estate of the realm xrv; D. 
commonwealth; body politic, territory belonging 
thereto xvi; E. (partly from the vb.) statement 
xvii (spec, mil., report of forces xix). Partly 
aphetic of estate, partly direct - L. status 
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manner of standing, condition, f. base of stare 
stand. Hence state vb. tplace xvi; set out in 
due form, declare in words xvi. stately ( ly1) 
befitting or indicating high estate, xrv. state¬ 
ment xviii. statesman (see -s) man concerned 
with affairs of state, xvi. 

stater ancient weight and coin. xiv. - late L. 
stater - Gr. stattr, f. *sta-, base of histanai stand 
used in the sense ‘weigh’. 

static tpert. to weighing or weight xvn; pert, to 
forces in equilibrium or bodies at rest xvii; pert, 
to a fixed condition xix. - Gr. statikos pert, to 
weighing, f. *sta- (see prec.). Hence statical xvi. 
So fstatic sb. xvi, later altered to statics xvii. - 
Gr. statikg science of weighing, fern, of statikos. 

station in spec, or occas. use (e.g., to render the 
L. word), place assigned or prescribed for some 
(religious) observance xiv; fact of a play xvi; act 
of standing (now techn.); standing-place, posi¬ 
tion; stopping-place (of a conveyance). - (O)F. - 
L. statio, -on-, f. *std- stand. Hence, or - F. 
stationner, station vb. xviii. stationary xv. - 
L. stationarius. stationer (-er*) t(hist.) book¬ 

seller, tpublisher xvi; tradesman who sells 
writing materials (at one time part of the 
stock-in-trade of a bookseller) xvn. - medL. 
stationarius tradesman having a regular 
‘station’ or shop (i.e., not itinerant), whence 
stationery articles sold by a stationer, writing 
materials, xviii. 

statist tpolitician, statesman xvi; statistician 
xix. perh. - F. statiste or It. statista, f. stoto - 

L. status (see state). Similarly statistic xviii, 
statistical tpolitical xvn; pert, to statistics 
(see -ic, -ical), first applied to the political 
science concerned with the facts of a state or 
community xviii; all derived immed. from G. 
statistisch adj, statistik sb.; whence statisti¬ 
cian xix. 

statue xrv. - (O)F. - L. statua, f. pp. stat- of stare 
stand. So statuary maker of statues; art of 
making them. xvi. - sb. uses of L. statudrius, 
aria, statuette xix. - F. Hence statuesque xix. 

stature xm. - (O)F. - L. statura, f. pp. stat- of 
stare stand. So status fheight, acme xvii; legal 
standing xviii. - L. status quo xix. Based on L. 
phr. in statu quo ante, prius, or nunc ... in the 
state in which (things were) before, (or are) 
now. 

statute xm. - (O)F. statut - late L. statutum 
decree, decision, law, sb. use of n. pp. of statuere 
set up, establish, decree, f. status (see state). 
Hence statutable prescribed or allowed by 
statute, of statutory quality, etc. xvii. statu¬ 
tory (-ory*) fenacting; pert, to statutes, xviii. 

staunch*, stanch* watertight; strong, firm 
xv, (of a sporting dog) reliable xvi; standing firm 
xvii. - OF. estanche, fern, of estanc, used as m. 
xrv (mod. etanche): see stanch'. 

stave stick or lath of wood xiv; verse, stanza xvn; 
set of lines to carry musical notation xvm. Back- 
formation from staves, pi. of staff. Hence stave 
vb. break up (a cask) into staves xvi; break a hole 
in (a boat, etc.), make a hole in: drive off with a 
staff or stave; keep or ward off xvn. 

stavesacre plant Delphinium staphisagria. xrv 
(stafisage, staphisagre). - L. staphisagria - Gr. 

staphis agria ‘wild raisin’, i.e. staphis raisin, 
agrid, fern, of agrios wild, 

stay' (naut.) large mast-rope. OE. stxg, con*, to 
MLG. stack, Du., ON. stagGmc. *stasa-. 

stay* support, prop, lit. and fig, xvi; pi. stiffened 
underbodice xvii. Partly - OF. estaye (mod. etai), 
partly f. stay vb. support, sustain (xvi) - OF. 
estayer (mod. etayer), of Gmc. origin (cf. prec ). 

stay* cease moving, remain; cause to cease, 
stop, check xv. prob. - pres, stem (AN.) estai-, 
estei- of OF. esterL. stare stand. 

stead place, in various applications lit. and fig. 
(surviving in in one's s., and instead) OE.; site 
for a building (surviving in farmstead, home¬ 
stead) xm; tframework of a bed (surviving in 
bedstead) xv; advantage, profit (surviving in 
phr. stand in good s.) xm. OE. stede, corr. to OS. 
stad, stedi (MLG. stad, stede place, town), MDu. 
stat, stede (Du. stad town, ste(d)e place), OHG. 
stat (MHG. stat, stete, G. statt place, adv. prep, 
instead (of), stadt town), ON. stadr, Goth, stabs 
place Gmc. *stadiz IE. *st{h)dtis, f. *st(h)o- 
*st(h)d- stand. The sense ‘advantage’ may be 
due to assoc, with MLG. stade opportunity, help. 
Hence steadfast OE. stedefaest (fast1), steady 
(-Y1) ffixed, immovable; firm in position or 
movement; regular in operation or force xvi; 
not easily perturbed or disturbed xvn; whence 
steady vb. xvi. 

steak xv. - ON. steik, rel. to steikja roast on a 
spit, stikna be roasted. 

steal pt. stole, pp. stolen take dishonestly OE. (in 
various uses with immaterial object from xm); 
come or go secretly xn (prob. after ON. stelask 
refl ). OE. str. vb. stelan = OS., OHG. stelan (Du. 
stelen, G. stehlen), ON. stela, Goth, stilan, f. Gmc. 
*stel- *stxl- *stul-, of unkn. orig. Hence stealth 
(-TH1) ftheft; furtive or underhand action (sur¬ 
viving in by s.) xm. OE. *stxld, repr. in ME. by 
stalb and -stelb Whence stealthy ( y1) xvii. 

steam vapour, fume OE.; vapour into which 
water is converted by heat xv. OE. steam = Du. 
stoom Gmc. *staumaz. So steam vb. OE. 
steman, sty man. 

stearin (chem.) glyceride formed by com¬ 
bination of stearic acid and glycerine, xix. - F. 
stearine, f. Gr. stear tallow, suet; see -in. So 
stearic ( ic) derived from or containing stearin, 
xix. steatite massive variety of talc, soapstone, 
xvm. - L. steatitis, -ites - Gr. *steatitis, -ttes 
resembling tallow; see -ite. 

steato- used as comb, form of Gr. stear, steat- 
tallow, as in steatopyga protuberance of the 
buttocks (Gr. pugi rump), xix. 

steed in OE. stallion; in ME. and early mod. 
Eng. high-mettled horse, from xvi poet, and 
rhet. for ‘horse’. OE. steda, f. base of Gmc. *stodo 
STUD*. 

steel sb. OE. (Angl.) *stele, (WS). *stiele, style = 
OS. stehli WGmc. *staxlja, f. Gmc. *stayla-, 
repr. by MLG. stdl, MDu. stael (Du. staal), OHG. 
stahal (G. stahl), prob. rel. to stay'. Hence steel 
vb. edge, etc., with steel OE. (first in pp. steeled); 
(fig.) xvi. steely ( y1) xvi. Comp, steelyard 
(yard*) balance consisting of a lever with un¬ 
equal arms, moving on a fulcrum, xvii. 
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steenbok S. Afr. antelope, xvm. - Du., f. steen 
STONE + bok BUCK. Cf. STEIN BOCK 

steenkirk, steinkirk neckcloth with long 
lace ends. xvn. - F. (cravate a la) Steinkerke, 
named from the French victory at Steenkerke, 
Belgium, in 1692. 

Steep1 thigh, towering; f(of eyes) prominent, 
glaring OE.; precipitous xn. OE. steap = OFris. 
slap WGmc. *staupa, f. *staup- * si tip- (see 
STOOP1). 

steep1 soak in liquid xrv; in various transf. and 
fig. uses from late xvi. repr. formally OE. *ste- 
pan, *stiepan = Sw. stopa, Da. stebe, Norw. 
steypa steep (seeds, barley for malting)Gmc. 
*staupjan, f. *staup- (see stoup). 

steeple tall tower OE.; spire xv. OE. stepel, WS. 
*stiepel, stypel, f. *staup- steep1; see -le'. Hence 
steeplechase xvm; orig. race having a church 
steeple in view as goal. 

steer1 young (esp. castrated) ox. OE. steor = 
MLG. ster, OHG. stior (Du., G. slier), ON. stjorr, 
Goth, stiur Gmc. *steuraz. 

Steer1 guide the course of. OE. stieran = MLG. 
stHren, (M)Du. sturen, stieren, OHG. stiuren (G. 
steuern), ON. styra, Goth, stiurjan settle Gmc. 
*steurjan, f. *steuro, whence OE. steor steering, 
etc. So steersman OE. steoresman, f. g. of steor 
(see -s), beside steor man. 

steeve1 compress and stow in a ship’s hold. xv. - 
F. estiverL. stipare press, pack. Cf. stevedore. 

steeve1 (naut.) incline upwards, xvii. of unkn. 
orig. 

steinbock Alpine ibex. xvn. - G., f. stein stone 

+ bock BUCK. Cf. STEENBOK 

steinkirk see steenkirk 

stele sculptured upright slab. xix. - Gr. stile. So 
stela xvm - L. - Gr. 

stellar xvi. - late L. stellaris, f. L. Stella star; 

see -AR. So stellate (-ate1) fstudded with stars 
xvi; star-shaped xvii. - L. stellatus. stellify 

place (a person) ‘among the stars’, deify, xrv. - 
OF. - medL. 

stem1 main body of the portion of a tree or other 
plant above ground OE.; stock of a family xvi; 
upright stroke, etc. xvn; cylindrical or tubular 
support xix. OE. stemn, stefn, corr. to LG., Du. 
steven Gmc. *stamniz, of which a parallel and 
synon. formation *stamnaz is repr. by (M)LG., 
(M)Du., OHG. stam (G. stamm), also by OS., ON. 
stamn. recorded only in the naut. sense (see 
next); f. *sta- stand. Hence stem vb. frise erect 
xvi; remove the stalk from xvm; (orig. U.S.) de- 
rive from xx. 

stem1 ttimber at either end of a vessel OE.; up¬ 
right at the bow of a vessel xvi. OE. stemn, stefn, 
spec, use of stem1. 

stem’ fintr. stop, delay xih; trans. stop, check, 
dam up xv. - ON. stemma = (O)HG. stemmen 
Gmc. *stamjan, f. *stam- check (cf. stammer). 

stem* head in a certain direction xiv; tram (a 
vessel) with the stem xv; make headway against 
xvi. f. STEM1. 

stench fodour, smell; spec, foul smell. OE. 
stenc, corr. to OS. stanc, OHG. stanch (Du., G. 
stank)\ f. *starjkw- *stetjkw stink. 

stencil tornament with bright colours xiv; 
(from the sb.) produce with a stencil plate xvm. 

ME. stansel, stencel - OF. estanceler, estenceler, 
f. estencele (mod. etincelle)Rom. *stincilla, for 
L. scintilla spark. Hence stencil sb. perforated 
plate for producing a pattern, xvm. 

Sten gun xx. f. initials of the inventors’ sur¬ 
names, Shepherd and Turpin + -en, as in Bren 
gun. 

stenography writing in shorthand, xvii. f. Gr. 
stenos narrow + -graphy. 

stentorian loud like the voice of Stentor, a 
Greek warrior in the Trojan war (‘Iliad’ v 785). 
xvn. f. Stentor + -lan, after late L. stentoreus, Gr. 
stentdreios. 

step pt., pp. stepped lift the foot and set it down; 
proceed on foot OE.; fix (a mast, etc.) in its step 
xvm. OE. str. vb. steppan, stxppan = OS. *step- 
pian, (M)LG., (M)Du. steppen, OHG. stapfon, 
stepfen (G. stapfen), wk. forms are found from 
the end of xm, and became universal by xvi. So 
step sb. OE. stepe, stxpe *stapiz. No certain 
cogns. are known. 

Step- el. prefixed to terms of relationship to 
designate a degree of affinity resulting from the 
remarriage of a widowed parent. OE. steop- (as 
in steopcild step-child, fseder -father, -moder 
-mother, -sunu -son), corr. to OS. stiof, (M)Du. 
stief, MLG. stgf-, OHG. stiof (G. stief), ON. stjup-, 
the prim, sense is indicated by its relation to OE. 
dstieped bereaved, OHG. stiufen bereave, and 
the meaning ‘orphan’ of OE. steopbearn, -cild. 
Later formations are stepbrother, -sister (xv), 
stepdameixiv). 

stephanotis (bot.) genus of tropical plants, 
xix. - Gr. stephanotis (fern.) fit for a crown or 
wreath, f. Stephanos crown. 

steppe vast plain in S.E. Europe and Siberia. 
xvii. - Russ. step'. 

-ster suffix repr. OE. -istre, -estre, corr. to MLG. 
-(e)ster, (M)Du. ster WGmc. *-strjon, added to 
vbs. and sbs.; primarily applied to females, but 
in OE. also to males. Survivals from OE. are 
seamster (sempster), songster, tapster, in ME. ap¬ 
pear brewster, huckster, maltster, spinster. From 
xvi -ster has been used for comps, having de¬ 
rogatory force, as in daubster, rhymester, trick¬ 
ster, gangster is a modern (U.S.) coinage (xix). A 
few formations on adjs. date from xvi; as young¬ 
ster (on which was modelled oldster). Feminine 
formations made with the addition of -ess1 are 
huckstress, sempstress, songstress. 

stercoraceous pert, to dung. xvm. f. L. stercus, 
stercor- dung + -aceous. 

stere cubic metre, xvm. - F. stere - Gr. stereos 
solid. 

stereo- comb, form of Gr. stereos solid, as in 
stereography xvii, -phonic xx, -scope, 
-scopic xix, -type xvm. 

sterile unproductive, barren, xvi - (O)F. sterile 
or L. sterilis, f. 1E. *ster, repr. also by Skr. 
start-, Gr. steira barren cow, Goth, stairo fern, 
barren; see -ile. Hence or - (O)F. steriliser steri¬ 
lize xvii. So sterility xv. - (O)F. or L. 

sterlet small sturgeon, xvi (sterledey). - Russ. 
ster lyad . 

sterling English silver penny of Norman and 
later dynasties xm; (genuine) English money 
xvi; adj. in pound s. etc. (for earlier pound of s—s 
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of English money) applied to lawful or standard 
money xv; of standard or excellent quality xvn. 
Recorded earlier in OF. esterlin (xi or xn), medL 
sterling us, librx sterilensium ‘pounds of ster¬ 
lings’ (xn); plausibly referred to late OE. *steor- 
ling, f. steorra star +-ling1, some of the early 
Norman pennies bearing a small star, 

stern' severe, rigorous OE.; expressing dis¬ 
pleasure or austerity xrv. OE. *stierne (implied 
in stiernlice adv.), late WS. styrne *sternjaz, 
prob. f. *ster- *star- be rigid (cf. stare). 

stern* hinder part of a ship xm; fsteering gear 
of a ship xrv; tail, buttocks xvi. prob. - ON. stjorn 
steering, f. base of styra steer; but the existence 
of OFris. stidrne, stiorne stem, rudder, may in¬ 
dicate that there was a corr. form in OE. 

sternum (anat.) breast bone, xvii (earlier 
tsternon). - Gr. sternon chest, breast, 

sternutation (act of) sneezing, xvi. - L. ster- 
nutatio, -on-, f. sternutare, frequent, of sternuere 
sneeze, rel. to Gr. ptdrnusthai\ of imit. orig. 

stertorous pert, to snoring, xix. f. L. stertere 
snore. 

stet direction to the printer to restore deleted 
matter, xix. 3rd pers. sg. pres. subj. of L. stare 
stand; ‘let (it) stand’. 

stethoscope xix. - F. stethoscope, f. Gr. stethos 
chest; see -scope 

stetson man’s slouch hat with wide brim. xx. f. 
the name of J. B. Stetson, Amer. hat-maker 
(d. 1906). 

stevedore xvm (orig. U.S.). - Sp. estivador, f. 
estivar stow a cargo L. stipare press, pack. Cf. 
steeve'. 

stew1 A. tstove, heated room; t(arch.) brothel 
xrv; B. (from stew*) preparation of meat stewed 
xvm; (si.) state of anxiety xix. ME. stuwe, 
st(e)we - OF. estuve (mod. etuve), rel. to estuver 
STEW*. 

stew* pond or tank for fish. xrv. - OF. estui place 
of confinement, fish-pond (mod. etui), f. estoier 
shut up, reserve Rom. *studiare care for, f. L. 
stadium study. 

stew* bathe in a hot bath xrv; boil slowly in a 
closed vessel xv (intr. for pass, xvi); confine or 
be confined closely xvi. - OF. estuver (mod. 
etuver) Rom. *extupdre, *extufare, prob. f. 
ex-' + *tufus - Gr. tuphos smoke, steam, 

steward officer of a (royal) household OE.; high 
administrative officer xrv; ship’s officer who 
keeps stores, etc.; (Sc. hist.) magistrate ad¬ 
ministering crown lands xv. OE. stigweard, 
stiweard, f. stig (prob.) house, hall (cf. stigwita 
householder, and sty*) + weard ward’. 

stich line, verse. - Gr. stikhos row, line (of ob¬ 
jects), line of writing, verse, rel. to steikhein ad 
vance, proceed, f. IE. *stigh- (see sty'). So 
stichic xix. - Gr. stikhikos. comb, form sticho- 
as in stichometry measurement of a manu¬ 
script by lines of a certain length, xvm. - late 
Gr. stikhometrid. stichomythia dialogue in 
alternate lines of verse, xix. - Gr. stikhomuthid, 
f. muthos speech, talk, myth. 

stick* rod, staff, or slender piece of wood OE., 
object in long slender form xv. OE. sticca stick, 
peg, spoon = MDu.sfec/ce(Du.sfeA slip, cutting), 
OHG. stecko (G. stecken stick, staff) WGmc. 

*stikkan-, syn. vars. of which w. single *-k- are 
repr. by OHG. stehho, ON. stika stick, yardstick; 
f. Gmc. *stik- *stek- pierce, prick (see next). 

stick* pt., pp. stuck pierce, thrust; remain fixed 
OE.; cause to adhere xm. OE. stician = OHG. 
stehhan prick, stab, with parallel forms in 
(M)LG., (M)Du. stikken, OHG. sticchen, sticken 
(G. sticken embroider); f. Gmc. *stik- *stek- 
pierce, be sharp IE. *stig-, *steig-, repr. by Gr. 
stizein prick, L. instigare spur on. Hence sticky 
(-Y*) XVIII. 

stickle tact as umpire; tsettle (a dispute, etc.); 
fstrive persistently xvi; contend for xvn; make 
difficulties xix. alt. of fstightle, \sti3til arrange, 
control (xm), bestir oneself, strive (xrv), fre¬ 
quent. (see -lb*) of istight, OE. stiht(i)an 
arrange, corr. to ON. stetta (:- *stihtan) support, 
help. Hence stickler ( er*) (dial.) moderator, 
umpire, factive partisan xvi; one who is in¬ 
sistent for xvn. 

stickleback small spiny-finned fish. xv. f. OE. 
sticels sting, goad, thorn = OHG. stihhil goad, 
ON. stikill point of a horn, rel. to sticol steep, 
rough, f. Gmc. *stik- *stek- stick’ + back’. 

stiff not flexible, rigid, OE.; (dial.) stalwart; (of 
wind) strong, steady xra; steep so as to be diffi¬ 
cult xvm. OE. st\f, corr. to MLG., MDu. sttf(Du. 
stij/), ON. stifr Gmc. *st\faz\ rel. to L. stipdre 
press, pack, stipes stake, Lith. stipriis strong. 
Hence stiffen ( en*) xvi. 

stifle’ joint at the junction of the hind leg and 
the body in a horse, etc. xrv. of unkn. orig. 

stifle* cause to choke, suffocate, esp. kill by 
suffocation, xrv (stnf[f)le). of uncert. orig.; see 
-LE*. 

stigma (arch.) mark branded xvi; mark of dis¬ 
grace, (pi. stigmata) mark(s) corresponding to 
those on the body of the crucified Christ xvm. - 
L. - Gr. stigma, -mat- mark made by a pointed 
instrument, brand, f. *stig-, as in stizein prick; 
see stick*. So stigmatize tbrand xvi; set a 
brand upon xvii. - F. stigmatiser or medL. - Gr. 
stigmatizein. 

stile' barrier of steps or rails allowing passage 
through a fence. OE. stigel, corr. to OHG. stigilla 
(MHG. stiegel, siigele), f. Gmc. climb (see 
STY'). 

stile* vertical bar of a wooden framework, xvn. 
prob. - Du. stijl pillar, prop, doorpost. 

stiletto short dagger, xvii. - It., dim. of stilo 
dagger; see -et. 

still' not moving; (dial.) silent; free from com¬ 
motion. OE. stille = OS.. OHG. stilli (Du. stil, G. 
still)WGmc. *stillja. still life xvn; after Du. 
stilleven-, presumably applied orig. to rep¬ 
resentation of living things in a state of rest. 
So still vb. quiet, calm. OE. stillan = OS. 
(gi)stillian trans., stillon intr., OHG. stillen 
trans., stillen intr., ON. stilla. still adv. without 
change of position OE.; tquietly; fwithout 
change or cessation, always xm; until then or 
now xvi; in or to a further degree; (as sent¬ 
ence adv.) even then, notwithstanding xvii. 
OE. stille = OS., OHG. stillo (Du. stil, G. stille) 

WGmc. *stillo. stilly (-y') fsecret xm; 
(poet.) quiet xvm. prob. f. the adv. OE. stillice 
(see -ly*). 
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Still’ apparatus for distillation, xvi. f. f still vb. 
(xm), aphetic of distil. 

stilt (dial.) crutch xrv; than die of a plough xrv; 
each of a pair of poles with brackets reusing a 
walker’s feet above the ground xv; post or pile 
on which a building is raised xvn. ME. stilte, 
corr. immed. to LG., Flem. stilte, Norw. stilta 
Gmc. *siiltjon, rel. to MLG., MDu. stelte (Du. 
stelt), OHG. stelza (G. stelze)*stelton, and Sw 
stylta. Da. stylte *stultjon. Hence stilt vb. 
elevate artificially xvii (pp. stilted in the sense 
artificially or affectedly elevated’ xix). 

Stilton rich cheese made in Leicestershire, so 
called from having been orig. sold to travellers 
at a coaching inn in Stilton, Cambridgeshire. 
XVIII. 

stimulant adj. and sb. xviii. xix. - prp. of L. 
stimuldre, f. stimulus goad, spur, incentive. So 
stimulate ( ate*), xvi. f. the pp. stem of L. 
stimuldre. 

stimy var. of stymie. 

sting pt., pp. stung tpierce with a sharp in¬ 
strument; wound with a sharp-pointed organ. 
OE. str. vb. stingan = ON. stinga, f. Gmc. 
*steij3- *starj3- (whence ON. stanga pierce). So sb. 
act of stinging OE.; stinging organ xrv. OE. sting, 
styng. 

Stingo strong ale or beer. xvn. f. sting (with ref. 

to the sharp taste) + -o. 

stingy niggardly xvii; (dial.) ill-tempered xviii. 

perh. based on a (dial.) var. stinge of sting; see 

-Y1. 
stink pt. stank, pp. stunk emit a smell; smell 
offensively. OE. stincan = (M)LG., (M)Du. 
stinken, OHG. stinchan (G. stinken) WGmc. 
*stiijkwan. Cf. stench. 

stint A. (arch, or dial.) cease xii; cause to cease 
xm; B. limit xvi. OE. styntan (once), more fully 
repr. in comps, astyntan, setstyntan, for styntan 
blunt, dull; corr. to ON. *stynta (OSw. stynta, 
Olcel. stytta) shorten, the source of some Eng. 
uses Gmc. *stuntjan, f. * stunt- (see stunt'). 

Hence stint sb. feessation, limitation xm; 
amount allotted or fixed xv. 

stipe (bot.) footstalk, xviii. - F. - L. stipes log, 
post, tree trunk. So stipes xviii. - L. 

stipend tsoldier’s pay; salary xv (stipendy, sti- 
pende). - OF. stipende, stipendie - L. stipendium, 
for *stipipendium, f. stips, stip- money payment, 
wages, alms +pendere weigh, pay. So stipen¬ 

diary adj. and sb. xvi. - L. stipendidrius. 
stipple paint or engrave in dots, xviii. - Du. 
stippelen, frequent, of stippen prick, speckle, f 
stip point; see -le3. So or hence stipple sb t(pl-) 
dots used in shading, etc. xvii; method of using 
such dots xix. 

stipulate make a contract; specify or require 
as a condition xvii; make a demand for xviii. f. 
pp. stem of L. stipulari, of uncert. orig.; see 
-ate3 So stipulation xvi. - L. 

stir set in motion, agitate, excite; also intr. OE. 
styrian, corr to OS. farsturian subvert (MLG. 
vorsturen), MHG sturn stir, poke, MSw 
styr(i)a, Norw styrja make a disturbance 
Gmc. *sturjan. 

stirk young bullock or heifer. OE. stirc, styr(i)c, 

Kentish stiorc (with doubtful vowel-quantity), 
perh. f. steor steer' + -oc, uc -ock 

stirrup OE. stigrdp = OS. stigerep, MDu stee¬ 
per eep. OHG. stegareif, ON. stigreip; f. Gmc. *sfi> 
climb (see sty') + *raipaz rope. 

stitch tprick, puncture OE. (only); sharp sud¬ 
den local pain; (from the vb.) movement of a 
needle and thread xm; portion of thread left as 
a result of this xrv. OE. slice = OS. stiki prick, 
stab, OHG. stih (G. stich) prick, sting, stitch, 
Goth, stiks pointGmc. *stikiz, f. *stik- stick*. 
Hence stitch vb. tstab with pain; fasten with 
stitches xm. Hence stitchwort plant reputed to 
cure the stitch in the side. xm. 

stithy anvil xm; forge, smithy xvii. ME. stepi, 
stipi - ON. stedi*stadjan-, f. Gmc. *sta- stand. 
The form is due to assoc, with smithy. 

stiver small coin of the Low Countries xvi; (col- 
loq.) typical coin of low value xvii. - Du. stuiver, 
in MLG. stiiver. 

stoat European ermine in its brown summer 
coat. xv. ofunkn. orig. 

stock A. trunk, stem OE.; B. supporting struc¬ 
ture; frame of timber for punishment xrv; C. hol¬ 
low receptacle xrv; D. massive portion of an 
instrument xrv (of a gun xvi); E. line of descent 
xrv; F. part of hose (upper and nether, cf. stock¬ 

ing) xv; G. fund, store (as of money) xv; quantity 
xvii; H. object of contemptuous treatment xvi; 
I. stiff neckcloth xvii. OE. stoc(c) = OS., (M)Du. 
stok (G. stock stick), ON. stokkr trunk, block, 
log Gmc. *stukkaz, rel. to *stukkjam piece, 
repr. by OE. stycce, OS., OHG. stucki (Du. stuk, 
G. stuck), ON stykkr, of unkn. orig. Used adj. 
‘kept in stock’ xvii. Hence stock vb. in various 
senses, t’put in the stocks’ being the earliest 
(xiv), ‘supply with a stock of the latest (xvii) 

in appearance. Comp, stock-dove wild pigeon, 
xrv; perh. so called from its breeding in hollow 
tree-trunks, stockfish cod, etc. split open and 
dried xm. - (M)Du., (M)LG. stokvisch, variously 
expl. stockgillyflower plant of the genus 
Matthiola xvi; so called from its woody 
stem; abbrev. stock xvii. stockstill motionless, 
xv. 

stockade xvii. - F. testocade, alt. of fesiacade - 
Sp. estacada, f. estaca - Rom. - Gmc. *stak- 
stake; see -ade. 

stockinet(te) xix prob. alt, simulating a dim. 
in -et, -ETTE, of earlier stocking-net. 

stocking xvi. of obscure formation with -ing\ 

repl. tnether-stock (see stock). 

stodge fill quite full. xvii. of symbolic orig. 
Hence sb and stodgy (-Y1) xix. 

stoep (S. Afr.) raised verandah, xix - Du. stoep, 
rel. to Gmc *stap- step. Cf. stoop2. 

Stoic pert, to the school of philosophers founded 
by Zeno (c.3Q0 b.c ); also sb. xvi. - L. stoicus - Gr. 
stoikos, f. stod the Porch in which Zeno taught 
at Athens. Also Stoical ( al1) xv. 

stoker xvii. - Du. stoker, f. stoken feed (a fur¬ 
nace), MDu., MLG. stoken push, poke, f. *stok-, 
rel. to *stek- thrust, prick, stick2; see -er'. Hence 
by back-formation stoke vb. xvii (stoking-hole). 

Stole (arch.) long robe; (eccl.) vestment con¬ 
sisting of a narrow strip of stuff worn over and 
hanging from the shoulders. OE. stole fern., stol 
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n. - L. stola - Gr. stoli equipment, clothing, gar¬ 
ment, f. *stol- *stel- place, array, lead, send, 

stolid xvi (rare before xix). - F. tstolide or L. 
stolidus, poss. rel. to stultus foolish; see -id'. So 

stolidity xvi. 
stolon (bot.) prostrate branch that takes root at 
the tip. xvm. - L. siold, -on- shoot, sucker, 

stoma (anat., bot.) small opening, xvn. - Gr. 
stoma mouth. 

stomach internal pouch or cavity of the body 
in which food is digested; abdomen, fchest; 
appetite for xrv; fseat of emotion; ftemper, dis¬ 
position xvi; fcourage, pride, anger. ME. sto- 
mak - OF stomaque, (also mod.) estomac - L. 
stomach us - Gr. stomakhos throat, gullet, mouth 
of an organ, as of the stomach, (later) stomach, 
f. stoma mouth. So stomach vb. ftake offence; 
foffend, incite xvi; put up with, brook xvii. 
orig. - F. s’estomaquer (refl.) be offended, L. sto- 
machdri be resentful, be angry with, sto¬ 
machic xvn. - F. or late L. - Gr. 

stomacher fman’s waistcoat xv; part of 
woman’s dress covering the chest xvi. prob. 
aphetic - OF. estomachier, f. estomac stomach; 

see -er*. 
stone piece of rock or hard mineral substance 
OE.; measure of weight (14 lb.) xiv. OE. start = 
OS. sten (Du. steen), (O)HG. stein, ON. steinn, 
Goth, stains Gmc. *stainaz, rel. to OS1. stina 
wall, Gr. stid, stion pebble. Comps, stonechat 
xvm; the clash of pebbles is supposed imit. of 
the bird’s alarm cry. stonecrop OE. stdncrop 
(the second el. is not identified), stonewall vb. 
(f. stone wall wall of stone as presenting an ob¬ 
stacle) offer resistance or obstruction xix. 
Hence stone vb. xn. stony (-y1) OE. stanig. 

stooge (si.) one who cooperates or deputizes in 
a subservient fashion, xx (orig. U.S.). of unkn. 
orig. 

stook shock of corn. xv. ME. stouk, corr. to or - 
MLG. stuke, formally = MLG. stake, OHG. 
stuhha sleeve. 

stool A. wooden seat for one person OE.; B. base, 
support, stand xrv; C. seat enclosing a chamber 
utensil xv, evacuation of the bowels xvi; D. 
(figure of) a bird secured to a stool or perch, 
serving as a decoy xix. OE. stol = OS. stol (Du. 
stoel), OHG. stuol (G. stuhl), ON. stoli, Goth, stols 
throne Gmc. *stolaz, f. *std- *sta- stand + -le\ 

the basic sense being ‘stand’, ‘station’; cf. OS1. 
stolu throne, seat, Gr. stile pillar. 

stoop1 bow or bend down, incline from the 
vertical; condescend, xvi. OE. stupian = MDu. 
stupen, ON. stupa, f. Gmc. *stup-, rel. to *steup- 
STEEP1. 

stoop2 (U.S., Canada) uncovered platform be 
fore the entrance of a house, xvm. - Du. stoep. 

Stop A. fill up, close, plug; B. bring to a stand or 
halt xiv; C. come to a stand xvi. OE. *stoppian in 
forstoppian plug (the ear), corr. to G. verstopfen, 
MLG. stoppen, OHG. stopfon (G. stopfen); see 
stuff. Hence stoppage xv. stopper xv; in the 
sense plug, cork’ (xvi) repl. stopple (xiv). 

storax fragrant gum resin, xiv. - L. - Gr. storax, 
var. of sturax styrax. 

store necessaries for future use (now pi.); flive 
stock xm; storage, reserve xiv; sufficient supply. 

stock laid up xv; animal kept for fattening; 
warehouse xvn; large shop xvm. ME. stor, 
aphetic of faster - OF. estor, f. estorer (whence 
store vb. xm) L. instaurdre renew, repair, 
restore. Hence storage action and place of 

storing, xvn. 
storey, story* any of the parts one above an¬ 
other of which a building consists xrv; tier of 
columns xv. Aphetic - AL. (h)istoria, spec, use 
of L. historia history, story'; perh. orig. tier 
of painted windows. Hence storeyed, storied* 
having storeys, xvn. 

storied1 decorated with scenes from history 
or legend xv; recorded in history xvm. f. 
story’ + -ED1, 

storied* see storeyed. 
stork tall white wading bird. OE. store = OS. 
(Du.) stork, OHG. stor\a)h (G. stored), ON. 
storkr Gmc. *sturkaz, prob. f. *sturk- *sterk- 
(see stark), the name being supposed to refer to 
the bird’s rigid habit. 

storm violent disturbance of the atmosphere, 
fig. of affairs OE., paroxysm, violent access xvi; 
(from the vb.) assault of troops on a place xvn. 
OE. = OS. (Du.) storm, (O)HG. sturm, ON. 
stormr Gmc. *sturmaz, prob. f. *stur-, repr. 
also by stir. Hence storm vb. be tempestuous 
xv, (of persons) rage xvi; make an assault (on) 
xvn. stormy ( y1) late OE. 

story1 thistorical relation or anecdote, his¬ 
torical writing xm; recital of events xrv; nar¬ 
rative designed for entertainment, tale xiv; 
account xvn. Aphetic - AN. estorie (OF. estoire, 
mod. histoire) - L. historia history. 

story* see storey. 

stoup (Sc.) pail, bucket xrv; drinking-vessel xv; 
holy-water vessel against or in a church wall 
xvm. - ON. staup = OE. steap, MLG. stop, 
(M)Du. stoop, OHG. stoufGmc. *staupaz, -am, 
rel. to OE. stoppa, OS. stoppo pail WGmc. 
*stoppan-, f. stup-. Cf. steep* 

stout1 tproud, fierce, brave; strong in body or 
build xrv; corpulent xix. - AN., OF. (N.E. dial.) 
stout, for estout WGmc. *stult- (MLG. stolt, 
MDu., Du. stout, (O)HG. stolz proud), perh. rel. 
to *stelt- (see stilt). 

stout* strong beer xvn. prob. ellipt. for s. ale or 
s. beer (stout1), the adj being current xvii-xix 

as applied to drink having a good body, 
stove theated chamber or building xv; closed 
box containing burning fuel xvn; fire grate 
xvm. - MLG., MDu. stove (Du. stoo/footwarmer) 
= OHG. stuba (G. stube living-room), rel. to OE. 
stofa bathroom. 

stow fplace xrv; put away to be stored xv; place 
(cargo) in a ship xvi. Aphetic of bestow; naut. 
sense perh. infl. by Du. stouwen. Hence stowage 
xrv. Comp, stowaway person who hides in a 
ship xix; f. phr. s. (oneself) away. 

strabismus (med.) squinting, xvii. modL. - 
Gr. strabismos, f. strabizein squint, f. strabos 
twisted, squinting. 

straddle spread the legs wide apart xvi; be¬ 

stride xix. frequent, f. *strdd *strid stride; cf. 

contemp. and synon. striddle, back-formation 

from striddhng(s) astnde (xv), f. *strid-, wk. var. 

of stride; see -le*. 
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Stradivarius (colloq. abbrev. Strad) latin- 
ization of the name of Antonio Stradivari of Cre¬ 
mona (1649-1737) applied to violins made by him 
and his relatives. 

strafe punish, damage, attack fiercely, xx f. G. 
phr. Gott strafe England God chastise England, 
current in Germany c.1914. Hence sb. fierce 
assault. 

straggle vb xiv. perh. alt. of *strackle, f. (dial.) 
strake move, go, f. *strak- base of stretch; see 
-LE*. 

straight not curved or bent xiv; not oblique, 
honest xvi (obs. in xvn, revived in xix); in pro 
per order xix; adv. xiv (s. away, s. off xvn). ME. 
stre3t, stra3t (as pp. adj. extended at full length), 
pp. of strecche stretch. Hence straight vb. 
t(Sc.) stretch xiv; make straight xvi; superseded 
by straighten (-en“) xvii. straightforward 

acting in a direct manner, xix. f. phr. s. forward 
in a direct path onwards, straightway fby a 
direct course xv; immediately xvi. 

Strain1 fgain, treasure OE.; tgeneration, off 
spring xii; fpedigree, ancestry, xm; race, stock 
xrv; breed, inherited character xvii. OE. *streon 
(Nhb. strion), aphetic of gestreon = OS., OHG. 
gistriuni, rel. to OE. (ge)streonan, (ge)strienan 
gain, get, beget = OHG. (gi)striunen, f. Gmc. 
*streu- pile up, rel. to L. strues pile, heap, struere 
build. 

strain2 A. draw tight, stretch xm; force the 
sense or application of; force to extreme effort 
xv; B. bind or compress tightly (obs. or arch, 
except in s. to one's bosom, etc.); C. press through 
a filtering medium xiv; D refl. and intr. exert 
oneself xiv (in s. at make a difficulty of ‘swal¬ 
lowing’ or accepting xvi, misunderstanding of s. 
at a gnat in Matt. 23: 24, which means ‘strain 
the liquor if they find a gnat in it’). ME. strayne, 
streyne, aphetic - OF. estrei(g)n-, stem of 
estreindre (mod. etreindre) L. stringere draw 
tight, bind tightly. Hence or - AF. *estreignour 
strainer (er1) filter, sieve, xiv. 

strain3 section of a piece of music; melody, 
tune; passage of song or poetry xvi; tstream of 
impassioned language; tone, tenor, drift xvii. f. 
strain2 used in the senses ‘lift up (the voice) in 
song’, ‘utter in song, sing’, which are of doubtful 
orig. 

strait (arch., dial.) tight, narrow; strict, rig 
orous; limited in extent xm; sb. narrow place, 
(now only) narrow waterway xiv; (now only pi.) 
straitened circumstances, difficulty, fix xvi; adv 
tightly, etc. xii, surviving in gen. use only in 
strait-laced tnarrow in scope, mind, etc., ex¬ 
cessively rigid (xvi), orig tightly-laced (xv). ME. 
streit, aphetic - OF estreit tight, close, narrow, 
sb narrow place, strait of the sea, distress L. 
strictus strict. The forms show confusion with 
stre3t straight at an early date. Hence straiten 
( ens) xvi, surviving mainly in pp. (straitened 
circumstances, etc. xvm). 

strake strip of iron, stripe of colour; ray of light 
xrv; line of planking in the side of a vessel, 
breadth of a plank xv. prob f. *strak-, base of 
OE. streccan stretch; largely coincident in form 
and meaning with streak from xvi 

stramonium (bot.) plant of the genus Datura 

xvii. - modL. stram(m)onium, poss. alt. of Tatar 
turman medicine for horses. 

strand1 (arch., dial.) land bordering the sea or 
other water. OE. strand = MLG. strant, -nd-, 
ON. strQnd, of unkn. orig. Hence strand vb. 
force on to a shore, xvii. 

strand2 one of the strings twisted together 
forming a rope or cord, xv (strond). of unkn. 
orig. 

strange fforeign, alien; belonging to another 
place; unfamiliar, unknown, xm. Aphetic - OF. 
estrange (mod. etrange) L. extraneus ex 

traneous, f. ext{e)r- (see extra). So stranger 
(arch.) foreigner; guest, visitor; unknown per¬ 
son xiv; newcomer xv. Aphetic - OF. estrangier 
(mod. etranger) Rom. *extranearius, f. L. ex¬ 
traneus-, see -er2. 

strangle xm. Aphetic - OF. estrangier (mod. 
etrangler) - L. strangulare - Gr. straggalan, rel. 
to straggale halter. So strangulation xvi. - L. 

strangury (path.) slow and painful urination, 
xrv. - L. stranguria - Gr. straggouria, f. strdgx, 
stragg- drop squeezed out + oiiron urine. 

strap leather band xvi; strop in naut. use xvii; 

razor strop xvhi. var. of strop. Hence strap vb. 
xvm. strapping ( ing2) fvigorous, lusty; stur¬ 
dily built, xvii. strapper (er1) strapping 
person, xvii. 

strappado torture in which the victim was 
hoisted by a rope and dropped with a jerk. xvi. - 
F. (e)strapade - It. strappata, f. strappare drag, 
snatch - OF. estraper, var. of estreper, esterper 
L. extirpdre extirpate; see -ado. 

strass paste for artificial gems. xix. - G. strass, 
F. stras\ f. the name of the inventor, Joseph 
Strasser 

stratagem artifice to surprise an enemy xv; 
device, trick xvi - F. stratageme - L. stra- 
tegema - Gr. stratfgema, f. strategein be a gen¬ 
eral, f. strategos commander-in-chief, f. stratos 
army + -dg- lead (see act). So strategic xix. - F. 
strategiquc - Gr. strategikos. strategy xvii. - F. 
strategic - Gr. strategia. 

strath (Sc.) wide valley or tract of low-lying 
land, xvi - Gael, srath = Ir. srath(a), W. ystrad 
dale. 

stratify xvii. - F. stratifier - modL. stratificdre, 
f. L. stratum. So stratification xvn. - medL. 
stratigraphic pert, to stratigraphy geological 
study concerned with the strata of the earth’s 
crust xix. stratosphere stratum of the atmo¬ 
sphere above the troposphere xx. f. -sphere of 
atmosphere, stratum pi. strata xvi. - modL. 
use of L. stratum ‘something laid down’, sb. use 
of n. pp. of sternere lay or throw down, stratus 
(meteor.) form of cloud having the appearance 
of a broad sheet of uniform thickness, xix. 
Comb, form strato-, as in strato-cirrus, 
-cumulus. 

straw1 (coll, sg.) stems or stalks of cereals OE.; 
single stem xri. OE. streaw = OS., OHG. stro 
(Du. stroo, G. stroh), ON. stra Gmc. *strawam, 
rel. to strew. Comp, strawberry OE. strea(w)- 
berige, streow-, the reason for the name is unkn. 

straw2 (arch.) scatter xii; cover with something 
scattered xm. Differentiated repr. of OE. strea 
wian, var. of stre(o)wian strew 
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stray domestic animal that is found wandering, 
xm. - AN. strey, aphetic of astrey used as sb. 
So stray vb. escape from confinement, wander, 
roam xrv. Aphetic - AN., OF. estraier (see 
astray). Hence (from the sb.) stray adj that 
has escaped from control and goes free. xvii. 

streak fmark, stroke OE.; thin line of different 
colour or substance from the rest xvi; stratum 
of coal or ore xvn; strip of land or water xvm. 
OE. strica stroke of the pen, mark, line of 
motion, orbit, corr. to MLG., MDu. strike (Du. 
streek), (O)HG. strich, Goth, striks, f. *strik- (see 
strike). Hence streak vb. fstrike out xv; mark 
with streaks xvi. 

stream course of water, etc.; fig. continuous 
flow. OE. stream = OS strom (Du. stroom), OHG. 
stroum (G. strom), ON. straumr Gmc. *strau- 
maz IE. *sroumos, f. *srou- *sreu- *sr&- flow, 
repr. also by Gr. rhein flow, rheiima stream, OIr. 
sruaim, Skr. sravati flows. Hence stream vb. 
xni; whence streamer ( er‘) flag floating in the 
air. xni. 

street paved road, highway; road in a town or 
village. OE. strict = OS. strata (Du. straat), 
OHG. stra3(j)a (G.strasse), WGmc. - late L. strata, 
sb. use of fern. pp. of sternere throw or lay down, 

strength OE. strengdu = OHG. strengida 
Gmc. *straij3ipd\ see strong, -th'. Hence 
strengthen (-en‘) xiii. 

strenuous vigorous; (now esp.) ardently en¬ 
ergetic. xvi. f. L. strenuus brisk, active, valiant, 

strepto- comb, form of Gr. streptos twisted, pp. 
adj. of strephein turn, twist, in scientific terms, 
xix. streptococcus bacteria in which the cocci 
are arranged in chains, xix. 

stress thardship, affliction; Tforce, pressure 
xiv; physical strain; legal distraint xv; over¬ 
powering adverse force xvi; emphasis, spec, of 
utterance xvm. Aphetic of distress or, in part, 
of OF. estrece, -esse narrowness, strait ness, op¬ 
pression Rom. * strict ia, f. L. strictus strait, 
strict. So stress vb. fconstrain, restrain xrv; 
tdistress; overstrain xvi; lay stress on xix. In 
earliest use aphetic - OF. estrecierRom. *stric- 
tiare. Later senses are f. the sb. 

Stretch lay at full length; extend OE.; tighten, 
lengthen, widen by force xiv. OE. streccan = 
MLG., MDu. strecken (Du. strekkeri), OHG. 
strecchan (G. strecken) WGmc. *strakkjan, of 
uncert. orig. Hence stretch sb. extension xvi; 
extent of time or space xvn. 

stretto (mus.) in quicker time. xvii. - It. L. 
strictus strict. 

strew pt. strewed, pp. strewed, strewn scatter, 
sprinkle. OE. $tre(o)wian, corr. to OS. stroian 
(Du. strooien), OHG. strewen (G. streuen), 
ON. stra, Goth. *straujan (in pt. strawida). 
Differentiated vars. are straw1 and strow (xiv 
xvii). 

stria (archit.) fillet between flutes of columns, 
etc. xvi; small groove, narrow stripe xvii. - L. 
stria furrow, grooving. Hence striate ( ate2), 
-ated (-ed1) xvii. 

stricken arch. pp. of strike: s. in years, tage, 
advanced in age xiv (sense ‘go’ of strike)-, (arch.) 

wounded in the chase; struck with a blow xvi; 

s. field, pitched battle xvn (sense ‘fight (a battle)’ 

strip 

of strike)-, afflicted with disease, overwhelmed 
with grief xvn. 

strickle rod for levelling contents of a heaped 
measure OE.; tool for sharpening a scythe xvn. 
OE. stricel, f. *strik- strike; cf. -le‘. 

strict ttight, close; restricted in space, narrow; 
(techn.) straight and stiff; in various non¬ 
physical senses close, intricate; rigorous, exact, 
xvi. - L. strictus, pp. of stringere draw tight, 

stricture A. (path.) morbid narrowing xrv (rare 
before xvn); fbinding, tight closure; B. Itouch, 
slight trace; incidental comment; (now) adverse 
criticism xvii. - L. strictura, f. strict-, pp. stem 
of stringere, repr. two orig. different words, (A) 
touch, stroke, fig. blame, rel. to strike, (B) draw 
tight, rel. to strangle, string. 

stride pt. strode, strided, pp. stridden fstraddle 
OE.; walk with long steps xn. OE. str. vb. stri- 
dan = (M)LG. striden set the legs wide apart; 
formally corr. to a set of str. and wk. vbs. mean¬ 
ing ‘strive, quarrel’, viz. (M)LG., (M)Du. striden, 
OHG. stritan (G. streiten), and OS. stridian, ON. 
strida, with rel. sbs. Hence sb. xiii. 

strident making a harsh noise, xvn (not 
current before xix). - L. stridens, -ent-, prp. of 
stridire creak; see -ent. 

strife xm. Aphetic - OF estrif, rel. to estriver 
strive, of unkn. orig 

strigil instrument for scraping the skin. xvi. - 
L. strigilis, f. *strig-, base of stringere touch 
lightly. 

strigose (nat. hist.) covered with stiff hairs, 
xvm. - modL. strigosus, f. L. striga furrow, in 
modL row of stiff hairs; see -ose*. 

strike pt., pp. struck (see also stricken) A. 
move, go (now with restriction); B. (obs. or dial.) 
stroke, smooth OE.; C. lower (a sail, etc ); D. deal 
a blow xm; impinge (upon) xrv; E. settle, arrange 
xvi (partly from phr. s. hands xv, partly from L. 
faedus ferire strike a treaty); F. refuse to work 
(perh. f. s\ tools) xvm. OE. str. vb. strican = 
MLG. striken, (M)Du. strijken, OHG. strihhan 
(G. streichen), WGmc. deriv. of *strtk- *straik- 
IE. *strig- *streig- *stroig-. Hence strike sb. from 
xm in various techn. applications, 

string' line, cord OE.; number of things strung 
together xv. OE. streng = MLG. strenge, MDu. 
strenc, stranc, OHG. stranc, ON. strengr Gmc. 
*strarj3iz (see strong). Hence string2 pt., pp. 
strung fit (a bow) with its string xvi (isolated ex. 
of pp. ystrenged xrv); make tense xvi; bind (as) 
with string xvii. f. prec. stringed ( ed2) having 
a string or strings. First in OE. tynstrenged ten¬ 
stringed (Psalm 91: 4). stringy (y‘) xvii. 

stringent tastringent, styptic; tcompelling as¬ 
sent xvii; rigorously binding xix. - L. stringent-, 
prp. stem of stringere bind; see -ent. Hence 
stringency xix. 

stringhali disease contracting a horse’s hind 
legs. xvi. Obscurely f. string' + halt'. 

strip' narrow piece (as of textile material), xv. - 
or cogn. w (M)LG. strippe strap, thong, prob. 
rel. to stripe2. 

strip2 unclothe, denude; doff, tear or peel off. 

xiii. ME. stripe, strepe, strupe, pointing to an OE. 
*strypan, *striepan (as in hestriepan plunder. 
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strip), corr. to (M)Du. stroopen, OHG., MHG. 
stroufen (G. streifen)Gmc. *straupjan. 

stripe* (arch.) stroke with a staff, scourge, etc. 
xv. of unkn. orig. 

stripe* narrow portion of a surface, esp. of 
different colour or texture xvn; narrow strip of 
cloth, etc., e g. chevron of soldier’s uniform xix. 
perh. back-formation on pp. striped (xv or xvi) 
marked with narrow bands, poss. of LG. or Du. 
orig.; cf. MLG., MDu. stripe = MHG. strife (G. 
streifen). 

stripling xm. f. strip* + -ling', ‘one who is slen¬ 
der as a strip’. 

Strive pt. strove, pp. striven fbe at variance, 
quarrel; contend or struggle against, xm. ME. 
striven, aphetic - OF. estriver, rel. to estrif 
STRIFE. 

strobilus fir-cone xvm; formation resembling 
this xix. - late L. - Gr. strobilos anything 
twisted. 

stroke* rub softly with the hand or an 
implement OE. strdcian = MLG., MDu. streken 
(Du. streeken), OHG. streihhon (G. streichen), f. 
Gmc. *straik- *strtk- strike. 

stroke* act of striking xiii; striking of a clock 
xv; linear mark xvi; (earlier s. of God's hands 
xvi) seizure by disease xvii. ME. strok OE. 
*stracGmc. *straikaz, f. *straik- *strtk- strike. 

stroll applied in early xvii, as a cant word (with 
stroller), first to itinerant vagrant persons, later 
used of aimless or leisurely walking; prob. - G. 
strolchen, (dial.) strollen wander as a vagrant 
(strolch vagabond), of unkn. orig. 

Stroma (anat., etc.) framework of an organ or 
cell (as of connective tissue), xix. - modL. use of 
late L. stroma mattress - Gr. stroma. 

strong OE. strong, strong = OS., Fris. strong, 
MDu. stranc, ON. strangrGmc. *strarj3az, f. a 
base of which the mutated form is repr. in OE. 
(rare) strenge severe, MLG., MDu. strenge (Du. 
streng), OS. strong, OHG. strengi (G. streng), and 
for which see further string*. Comp, strong¬ 

hold fortified place, xv. Hence strongly (ly*) 

OE. stronglice. 
strontia monoxide of strontium, xix. f. stron- 
tian (xviii) a former name for strontia and 
strontium, prop, for native strontium car¬ 
bonate; f. name of a parish in Argyllshire, where 
are the lead mines in which the mineral was 
discovered. Hence strontium (xix). See -ia', 

-IUM. 

strop (naut.) band of rope, etc. xiv; strip of 
leather, etc., for sharpening a razor xvm. - 
(M)LG., (M)Du. strop = OE. strop, OHG. strupf 
(cf. MHG., G. strupfe fern ), WGmc. - L. struppus, 
stroppus. 

strophe (pros.) series of lines forming a system. 
xvii. - Gr. stropht verse unit, lit. ‘turning’, f. 
*stroph- (as also in strophos cord, string), 
*streph- (as in strephein turn). Hence strophic 

xix. 
strow see strew. 

structure ferection, construction xv; manner 
of this; edifice, fabric xvii. - (O)F. structure or 
L. structura, f. struct-, pp. stem of struere build; 
see -URE. Hence structural ( al‘) xix. 

struggle contend in close grapple xiv; get with 

difficulty out of, etc. xvii. frequent, (see -le*) f. 
base of obscure orig. (prob. symbolic), 

strum xvm. of imit. orig. 
struma (path.) scrofula xvi; scrofulous swell¬ 
ing, goitre xvii; (bot.) swelling at base of petiole 
xix. - L. struma scrofulous tumour, 

strumous xvi. - L. strumosus, f. prec. + -ous. 
strumpet harlot, prostitute, xrv. of unkn. orig. 
strung pp. of string*: tfitted with strings; 
threaded on a string xvii; in a state of tension 
xix. 

strut* bar to resist pressure in a framework, 
xvi. prob. f. next. 

strut* fbulge, swell; tprotrude stiffly, stand out 
xiv; fflaunt, swagger; walk upright with stiff 
step xvi. unexpl. alt. of ME. stroute, repr. for¬ 
mally OE. strutian ?be rigid, but a short vowel is 
seen in (M)HG. strotzen and in the Scand. langs 

struthious pert, to an ostrich, xvm. f. L. 
struthid - Gr. strouthion, f. strouthos sparrow, 
ostrich; see -ous. 

strychnine poisonous vegetable alkaloid, 
xix. - F.,‘ f. modL. use of L. strychnos - Gr. 
strukhnos, -on kind of nightshade; see -ine**. 

stub stump. OE. stub(b) = MLG., MDu. stubbe, 
ON. stubbr, stubbiGmc. *stubbaz, *stubban-\ 
OE. had also styb (:- *stubbjaz), which coalesced 
with the other form; rel. to MLG. stuve, ON. 
stufr, Gr. stupos stump, stock, 

stubble stump(s) of grain-stalks left in the 
ground, xm. - AN. stuble, OF. estuble (mod. dial. 
eteu(b)le) L. stup(u)la, for earlier stipula 
straw. 

stubborn pertinacious in refusing compliance 
xiv; difficult to treat or manage xvi. ME. sti- 
bourne, later stoburn(e), stuborn; of unkn. orig. 

stucco plaster for covering walls, etc. xvi - It. - 
Gmc. word repr. by OHG. stukki fragment, 
piece, (also) crust. 

stud* A. tpost, prop (later as in a building) OE., 
B. knob, boss, or nail head xv; adjustable button 
xvi. OE. studu = MHG. stud, ON. stod, rel. to G. 
stiitzen prop, support. 

stud* establishment for breeding of horses OE.; 
horses bred by or belonging to one person xvii. 
OE. stod, corr. to MLG. stot, OHG. stuot (G. stute 
mare), ON. stod Gmc. *stodam, *stodo, f. *sto- 
STAND. 

studding-sail, stunsail sail set on an ex 
tension of the yard-arm. xvi (stoytene sale). perh. 
f. MLG., MDu. stotinge, noun of action of stoten 
thrust (Du. stooten). 

student xv. - L. studens, -ent-, prp. of studere be 
eager or diligent, study. 

studio sculptor’s or painter’s workroom (xix). - 
It. - L. studium study. 

studious xiv. - L. studidsus, f. studium study. 
study tperplexity; serious application of mind, 
mental effort in learning xm; room for study, 
tseat of learning xrv; state of reverie (obs. exc. 
in brown s.). Aphetic - OF. estudie (mod. etude) - 
L. studium zeal, affection, painstaking appli¬ 
cation. So vb. tdeliberate, consider xm; apply 
oneself to study xiv. Aphetic - OF. estudier 
(mod. etudier) - medL. studiare (f. L. studium), 
for L. studere be zealous, apply oneself, study. 

Stuff tequipment, stock; material xiv. ME. 
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stofife), stpffie) - OF. estoffe (mod. etoffe), perh. f. 
estoffer (etoffer) vb. - Gmc. *stopfon (G. stopfen) - 
late L. stuppdre plug, stop up (implied in stup- 
pator caulker), f. stuppa tow, oakum. So stuff 
vb. ffumish xrv; line, fill (out) xv. - OF. estoffer. 
Hence stuffy ( v1) tfull of substance xvi; (of air) 
close xix. 

stultify (leg.) prove of unsound mind xvm; re¬ 
duce to absurdity xix. - late L. stultificdre, f. L. 
stultus foolish; see -ify. 

stum unfermented must. xvn. - Du., sb. use of 
stom dumb. 

stumble xrv. - ON *stumla (Norw., Sw. dial. 
stumla. Da. dial, stumle), parallel to synon. 
stumra, f. Gmc. *stum- *stam- (see stammer). 

stump1 part remaining of maimed limb, 
broken-off end xrv; portion of tree left in the 
ground after felling; part of a broken tooth left 
in the gum xv; stub, fag end xvi; short pillar 
xvn; (in cricket) xvm. - MLG. stumpie), (M)Du. 
stomp = OHG., G. stumpf, sb. uses of corr. adjs.; 
of uncert. orig. 

stump1 blunt instrument used for rubbing 
down hard lines, xvm. prob. - F. estompe - Du. 
stomp, with support from prec. 

stun xra. Aphetic of tastune, tastone (xm) - AN. 
* as toner, *astuner, estuner, OF. estoner (mod. 
etonner)Gallo-Rom. *extondre, for L. attondre 
stun, stupefy, f. at- + tondre thunder. Hence 
stunning (ing1) (colloq.) first-rate, ‘topping’, 
xix. 

stunt1 tirritate, provoke xvi; fnonplus; check 
the growth of (esp. in pp.) xvii. f. stunt adj. 
ffoolish (OE.), tshort (xv), stubborn (xvi) = 
MHG. stunz, ON. stuttrf.- *stuntr) shortGmc. 
*stuntaz. 

stunt1 athletic event or feat, (gen.) enterprise, 
performance, xix (orig. U.S.). of unkn. orig. 

stupe' piece of steeped tow, etc. for fomenting a 
wound, xrv. - L. stuppa tow - Gr. stuppe. 

stupe1 (colloq., dial.) shortening of stupid (sb.). 
xvm. 

stupefy fstun with amazement xvi; make 
stupid or torpid xvii. - F. stupefier - L. stupe 
facere, f. stupere be amazed or stunned; see 
stupid, -FY. So stupefaction xvi. - F. - medL. 
stupendous xvn. f. L. stupendus, gerundive of 
stupere. 

stupid wanting in mental perception xvi; fstun- 
ned with surprise, grief, etc. xvii. - F. stupide or 
L. stupidus, f. stupere be stunned or benumbed, 
f. base *stup- strike, thrust; see -id1. So stupid¬ 
ity, stupor ( or2) xvn. 

sturdy ffierce, violent; rough, harsh xiii; stal¬ 
wart, strong xiv; sb. stupefying brain disease 
in cattle xvi. Aphetic - OF. est(o)urdi stunned, 
reckless, violent (mod. etourdi thoughtless), pp. 
of estourdir stun, daze. 

sturgeon xm. - AN. sturgeon, (O)F. estour- 
geon Rom. *sturione - Gmc. *sturjan-, whence 
OE. styrga, etc. 

stutter vb. xvi. f. late ME. stutten (dial, stut) 
+ -er\ cf. (M)LG. stotern, Du. stotteren, G. stot- 
tern. The stem (Gmc. *stut-, *staut) is repr. also 
in ME. stotaye falter, totter, MLG. stoten, OHG 
std3an (G. stossen) strike against. 

sty1, stye inflamed swelling on the edge of an 

eyelid, xvn. Deduced from dial, styany (xv), 
prop, eye affected with a sty (apprehended as 
sty-on-eye), f. synon. styan (:- OE. stigend, lit. 
‘riser’, prp. used sb. oistigan rise, ascend, climb) 
4 eye. OE. str. vb. stlgan corr. to OS., OHG. 
stigan (Du. stijgen, G. steigen), ON. stiga, Goth. 
steigan Gmc. *sti3an, f. *stt$- *stai3- IE. 
*steigh-, *stoigh-, sttgh- advance, go, rise, repr. 
by Gr. steikhein. 

sty1 enclosed place for swine, xm. repr. OE. *sti 
(as in stifearh ‘sty-pig’), perh. identical with stig 
hall, corr. to ON. *sti (in svinsti swine-sty); 

Gmc. *stijam, of which a parallel formation 
*stijon is repr. by MLG. stege, MDu. swijnstije, 
ON. stia pen, fold. 

Stygian pert, to the river Styx (river of Hell); 
infernal, xvi. f. L. Stygius - Gr. Stugios, f. Stux, 
Stug-, rel. to stugein hate; see -ian. 

style stylus; fwritten work xm; proper name 
or title; manner of expression or discourse xrv; 
manner, fashion xv (of art or architecture xvm); 
mode of expressing dates xvi. - (O)F. - L. stilus. 
The sp. with y is due to erron. assoc, with Gr. 
stulos column. Hence stylish ( ish1) xvm, styl¬ 
ist, -istic xix. 

stylet pointed instrument (e.g. surgical probe) 
or natural process, xvii. - F. - It. stiletto (see 
stiletto). 

stylite ascetic living on a pillar, xvn. - eccl. Gr. 
stulttes, f. stulos pillar; see -ite. 

stylobate (archit.) basement supporting a row 
of columns, xvii. Earlier stylobata - L. - Gr. 
stulobates, f. stulos pillar + -bates, f. base of 
bainein walk. 

stylus writing instrument xvm; gnomon of a 
sundial xvm. - erron. sp. of L. stilus-, see style. 

stymie, stimy (in golf) opponent’s ball lying 
in the way of the player’s, xix. of unkn. orig. 
Hence vb. xix (esp. fig ). 

styptic having contracting properties, xrv. - L. 
stypticus - Gr. stuptikos, f. stuphein contract; 
see -ic. 

styrax storax. xiv. - L. - Gr. sturax. 
suasion xrv. - OF. suasion or L. suasio, -on-, f. 
suas-, pp. stem of suddere urge, persuade; see 
-ION. 

suave pleasing, agreeable xvi; blandly polite 
xix. - F. suave or L. suavis sweet, agreeable. 
So suavity tsweetness xv; pleasurableness xvi; 
bland urbanity xix. - (O)F. or L. 

sub1 L. prep, under, underneath, beneath, at the 
bottom of (cf. next), corr. to Gr. hupo, the first 
word of various L. phrs. current from xvii, as 
sub judice ‘under a judge’, being the subject of 
judicial inquiry, sub rosa ‘under the rose’, 
secretly (of unkn. orig ), sub voce under the word 
(so-and-so in a list), abbrev. s.v. 

sub2 short for, e g., subordinate xvii; subal¬ 

tern xvm; SUBSTITUTE, SUBSCRIPTION, SUBSIST 

(money) xix. 
sub- pref. repr. L. sub-, the prep, sub1 under, 
close to, up to, towards, used in comps. The full 
form is retained before vowels and b, d, l, n, s, t\ 
the b is assimilated to c, /, g, p, and often to m 
and r. A by-form subs- was normally reduced to 
sus- in comps, with initial c, p, t. As a living 
prefix it is used with words of any orig. 
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It is used with the foil, senses: (1) under, under¬ 
neath, below, at the bottom (of), as subaqueous, 
subterranean; (2) subordinate, subsidiary, sec¬ 
ondary, esp. in titles, as subdeacon-, (3) (math.) 
expressing a ratio the inverse of that of the rad¬ 
ical element, as in submultiple, subtriple-, (4) 
next below or after, near or close (to), as in sub¬ 
sequent, suburb, (5) incomplete(ly), imper 
fect(ly), partial(ly), as in subcylindrical, 
subtriangular, (6) secretly, covertly, as in sub¬ 
orn, (7) from below, up, (hence) away, as in sue 
cour, suspicion-, (8) in place of another, as in 
substitute, (9) in addition, as m subjoin. 

subaltern of inferior status xvi; sb., esp. 
subaltern officer in the army xvn. - late L. 
subalternus. Earlier subalternate xv; see sub-, 
ALTERNATE. 

subaudition mentally supplying or ‘under¬ 
standing’. xvm. - late L. subauditio, on-, f. L. 
subaudire supply mentally, f. sub- + audire hear; 
see AUDITION. 

subconscious xix. see sub- 5. 
subdeacon xrv. - ecclL. subdiaconus, also 
subdiacon - ecclGr. hupodidkonos\ see sub-, 
deacon. 

subdivide xv. - late L. subdlvidere. So sub¬ 
division xvi. - late L. See sub-, divide. 

subdue conquer xiv; bring into subjection xvi. 
ME. sodewe, sudewe, later subdewe - AN. 
*soduer, *su(b)duer = OF. so(u)duire, suduire 
deceive, seduce - L. subducere withdraw, evacu¬ 
ate (f. sub- + ducere lead, bring), with sense de¬ 
rived from fsubdit subject - L. subditus, pp. of 
subdere bring under, subdue, f. sub- + -dere put 
(cf. add). 

suberose (bot.) cork-like. xix. f. L. suber cork; 
see -ose1. 

subfusc of dusky or sombre hue. xvm - L. sub- 
fuse us, var. of suffuscus, f. sub- + fuse us dark, 
subjacent underlying, xvii. - L. subjacens, 
-ent-, prp. of subjacere\ see sub-, adjacent. 

subject A. one who is under the dominion of a 
sovereign, etc. xrv; B. (philos.) fsubstance xrv; 
matter operated upon xvi; (gram.) xvii; thinking 
agent xvm. ME. soget, sug(i)et, later subiect 
(xvi) - OF. suget, soget, subg{i)et (mod. sujet) - 

L. subjectus m., subjectum n. pp. of subicere, f. 
sub-+jacere throw, cast. So subject adj. that is 
under the rule of a power xrv; exposed or liable 
to xiv. - OF. - L. subject vb. make subject, xrv. - 
(O)F. subjecter or L. subjectare, frequent, f. 
sub(j)icere, subject-, subjection xiv. - (O)F. or 
L. subjective tpert. to one who is subject xv; 
pert, to the subject in which attributes inhere 
xvii; pert, to the thinking subject xvm. - L. 

subjoin xvi. - F. t subjoindre - L. subjungere, 
f. sub- + jungere join. 

subjugate xv. f. pp. stem of late L. subjugare, 
f. sub- + L. jugum yoke; see -ate*. So sub¬ 
jugation xvii. - late L. 
subjunctive (gram.) xvi. - F. subjonctif or L 
subjunctive, f. pp. stem of subjungere subjoin, 
see -ive. 

sublapsarian (theol.) xvii. See sub-, lapse, 
-ARLAN. 

sublimate traise to a high state xvi; act upon 
so as to produce a refined product xvii. Preceded 

by pp. sublimate (xv), f. pp. stem of L sublimare, 
f. sublimis; see below, -ate*-*. So sublimate 
( ate1) sb xvn. sublime adj lofty, exalted, in 
earliest use (xvi) of language or style, later in 
physical senses. - L. sublimis, -us, f. sub + an el. 
variously identified with Ilmen threshold and 
limus oblique, sublime vb. fsublimate xrv; 
raise to a higher state xvi. - (O)F. sublimer or 
L. sublimare. sublimation xrv. - (O)F. or L. 
subliminal (psych.) applied to states supposed 
to exist but not strong enough to be recognized, 
xix. f. sub- + L. Ilmen, limin- threshold + -al*. 

sublunary existing or situated beneath the 
moon. xvi. f. late L. sublundris, f. sub-+ luna 
moon (cf. lunar); see -ary. 

submarine adj. xvn. See sub-, marine. 

submerge xvn. - L submergere] see sub-, 

merge. So submersion xvi. - late L. 
submit (refl. and intr.) place oneself under con¬ 
trol; so trans. xrv. - L. submittere. So sub¬ 
mission xv. - OF or L. submissive xvi. f. 
submiss-, pp. stem of L. submittere. 

subordinate adj. xv. - medL. subordinate, 
pp. of subordinare (whence subordinate vb. 
xvi, subordination xvn); see sub-, ordain, 

ordination, -ATE1’*. 

suborn procure by underhand or unlawful 
means, xvi. - L. subornare, f. sub +ornare 
equip. So subornation xvi. - medL. 

subpoena (leg.) writ issued by a court com¬ 
manding the appearance of a person, xv. - L. 
sub poena under a penalty, being the first words 
of the writ; see sub, pain. 

subreption (eccl. leg.) misrepresentation of 
the truth, xvii. - L. subreptio, on-, f. subripere, 
f. sub- -t- repere creep; see -tion. 

subscribe write (one’s name) on xv; intr. w. to 
xvi; promise over one’s signature to pay xvii. - 
L. subscribere, f. sub- ^scribere write. So sub¬ 
script sb. fsignature xvm; adj. written under 
neath xix. - L subscriptus, pp. of subscribere. 
subscription signature at end of a document 
xv; declaration of assent xvi; contribution to a 
fund of money xvn. - L. 

subsequent xv. - (O)F. subsequent or L. sub- 
sequens, -ent, prp. of subsequi, f sub- + sequi 
follow. 

subservient serving as an instrument or 
means, xvn. - L. subserviens, -ent-, prp. of sub- 
servire (whence subserve xvii); see sub-, serve. 

subside xvn - L. subsidere, f. suB--t-sidere 
settle, sink. So subsidence fsediment; sinking 
or settling to the bottom xvn. - L. subsidentia. 

subsidy thelp, aid; pecuniary aid granted by 
parliament, etc. xrv. - AN. subsidie = (O)F. sub¬ 
side - L. subsidium reserve of troops, support, 
assistance, rel. formally to (rare) subsidere, f. 
sub- + sedere sit. So subsidiary auxiliary xvi. - 
L. subsidiarius Hence subsidize xvm. 

subsist exist as substance or entity xvi; provide 
for xvii; support oneself on. - L. subsistere stand 
still or firm, f. sub-+ sistere stand. So sub¬ 
sistence substantial existence xv; provision of 
support for animal life xvii; s. money, money 
paid on account of wages, etc. xvii; shortened to 
subsist money xix. - late L. 

subsoil xvm. f. sub- + soil1. 
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substance essence xxn; a being xiv; (philos.) 
that which underlies phenomena; material, 
matter; means, wealth. - (O)F - L. substantia 
being, essence, material property, f. substare, f. 
sub- + stare stand. So substantial xiv. - (O)F. 
substantiel or ChrL. substantialis;, see -al' sub¬ 
stantially (-ly*) xiv. substantiate give sub¬ 
stance to. xvn. f. pp. stem of medL. substantial, 
see -ate*, substantive self-existent xv; (gram.) 
denoting a substance xvi; having substance xix; 
sb. for noun s. (late L. nomen substantivum) 
xiv. - (O)F. substantif, -ive or late L. 
substantivus. 

substitute tappoint as deputy or delegate; put 
one in place of another, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
substituere, f. sub- -t- statuere (see statute). So 
sb. xiv. - L. substitutus, pp. of substituere. sub¬ 
stitution xiv. - late L. 

substratum xvn. - pp. of L. substernere\ see 
SUB-, STRATUM. 

subsume tbring under, subjoin; state a minor 
premiss xvi; bring (one idea) under another 
xrx. - medL. subsumere, f. sub- + sumere take, 

subtend (geom.) extend under, be opposite to. 
xvi. - L. subtendere; see sub-, tend*. 

subter- prefix repr. L. subter adv. and prep, 
below, underneath, in the sense ‘secretly’ in 
subterfuge xvi. - F. or - late L. subterfugium, 
f. L. subterfugere escape secretly, 

subterranean xvn. f. L. subterraneus, f. sub- 

+ terra earth; see -an, -ean. 

subtle of thin or fine consistency; marked by 
acumen or fine discrimination, xiv. ME. sutil, 
sotil - OF. sutil, so(u)til - L. subtilis, prob. for 
*subtexlis, *subtelis, f. *sub texld, *sub tela (pass¬ 
ing) under the warp (weaver’s term). So 
subtlety (ty2) xiv. - OF. s(o)utilte L. subtili- 
tdtem. Hence subtly xiv. The var. subtil(e) 
(- OF. subtil, latinized form of sutit) arose in 
late ME. and remained till modern times along 
with subtil(i)ty in arch, or affected use. 

subtract -(-withdraw; deduct, xvi. f. subtract-, 
pp. stem of L. subtrahere, f. sub- + trahere draw. 
So subtraction twithdrawal xiv; taking of one 
quantity from another xv. - late L. subtractio, 
-on-. 

subulate (nat. hist.) awl-shaped; slender and 
tapering xviii. f. L. subula awl; see -ate1. 

suburb xiv. - (O)F. suburbe or L. suburbium, f. 
sub- 4- urbs city. So suburban xvii. - L. sub- 
urbanus. Hence suburbia xix. 

subvention -(-subsidy levied by the state xv; 
-(•provision of support xvi; grant of money in aid 
xix. - (O)F. - late L. subventid, -on-, f. subvenire 
come to the help of, f. sub-+ uemre come; see 
-TION. 

subvert overturn, overthrow, xiv. - OF. sub- 
vertir or L. subvertere, f. sub- + vertere turn. So 
subversion xiv. - (O)F. or late L. 

subway underground passage or tunnel, xix. f. 
sub-+ WAY. 

succedaneum substitute, xvii. - n. of L. suc- 
cedaneus, f. succedere come close after; see next, 

succeed come next after another xiv; follow in 
the course of events xv (trans. xvi); have a cer¬ 
tain issue (now always fortunate) xv; attain a 
desired end xvi. ME. succede - (O)F. succeder or 

L. succedere go under or up, come close after, go 
near, go on well, f. sub- + cedere go. So success 
tissue, result; ffortune (good or bad), pros¬ 
perous achievement xvi. - L. successus, f. pp. 
stem of succedere. Hence successful xvi. So 
succession xiv. - (O)F. succession or L. suc¬ 
cess jo, -on-, successive xv. - medL. successor 
xm. - OF. successour (mod -eur) - L. successor, 
-or-. 

succentor tone who takes, up the chant after 

the precentor; precentor’s deputy, xvii. - late L. 
succentor, f. L. succinere sing the accom¬ 

paniment to, f. sub- + canere sing; see -or1. 

succinct tpp. girded, girt xv; adj. brief and 

concise xvi. - L. succinct us, pp. of succingere, 
f. sub + cingere gird. 

succory chicory plant, xvi. alt. of cicoree, 
sichorie, early forms of chicory, after MLG. 
suckerie, MDu. sukerie (Du. suikerei). 

succotash N. Amer. Indian dish of green maize 
and beans, xviii. of Algonquian ori.g. 

succour help, aid. xm. ME. sucurs, soc{o)urs - 
OF. sucurs, socours (mod. secours)medL. suc- 
cursus, f. succurs-. pp. stem of L. succurrere, f. 
sub- + currere run. The final s was early (xm) 
apprehended as the pi. suffix and a new sg. 
(socour) came into existence. So succour vb. 

xm. - OF. socorre (:- L. succurrere) and suc(c)u- 
rir (mod. secourir). 

succubus demon in female form having in¬ 
tercourse with men xvi; strumpet xvn. - medL. 
succubus, m. form with fern, meaning; corr. to 
late L. succuba. f. sub- + cub- lie down (see 
incubus). 

succulent juicy, xvii. - L. succulentus (sucu), 
f. succus (sucus) juice; see -ulent. 

succumb tbring down, overwhelm xv; t(Sc.) 
fail in a cause xvi; sink under pressure xvii. - 
(Q)F. succomber or L. succumbere, f. sub- 

+ -cumbere lie (see incumbent). 

such of the kind described or implied. OE. swilc, 
swelc, swylc, ME. swich, swech, swuch, mod. dial. 
sich, sech\ cogn. Gmc. forms a e OS. sulik, OHG. 
sulih, solih (Du. zulk, G. solch), ON. slikr, Goth. 
swaleiks\ f. Gmc. *swa, *swe so + *lik- body, form 
(see like2). Hence suchlike (like') xv. 

suck draw liquid with the mouth OE.; in various 
fig. uses from xiv. OE. str. vb. sucan (becoming 
weak from xiv), corr. to L. sugere, (O)Ir. sugim, 
f. IE. *sug-, of which a parallel imit. base *suk- 
is repr. by OE. sugan, OS., MLG., MDu. sugen 
(Du. zuigen), OHG. sugan (G. saugen), ON. suga. 
Hence suck sb. xn. sucker young mammal be¬ 
fore it is weaned xiv; shoot of a plant xvi; suck¬ 
ing organ, part, etc. xvn. 

suckle xv. perh. back-formation f. suckling 
infant at the breast xv, young animal that is 
suckled xvi, f suck +-ling1. 

suction xvii. - late L. suctio, -on-, f. suet-, pp. 
stem of sugere suck; see -tion. 

sudarium napkin for wiping the face. xvn. - L. 
sudarium, f. sQdor sweat. 

sudd floating vegetation obstructing the White 
Nile. xix. - Arab, sudd obstruction, 

sudden xm. ME. sode(i)n, -ain - AN. sodein, su- 
dein, (O)F. soudain late L. subitdnus, for L. 



sudorific 

subitdneus, f. subitus sudden, pp. of subire go 
stealthily, f. sub- + ire go. 

sudorific promoting sweat, xvn. - modL. su- 
dorificus, f. sudor sweat; see -fic. 

suds fdregs, filth; tflood-water, fen-water; 
(frothy mass of) soapy water (tbarber’s lather), 
xvi. of uncert. orig.; cf. MLG , MDu. sudde, MDu. 
sudse marsh, bog. The base is prob. Gmc. *sud-, 
wk. grade of seethe. 

sue ffollow xm; prosecute (an action), follow up, 
make a legal claim to (now sue for)-, apply for 
the grant of (a writ); institute legal proceedings 
(against) xiv. - AN. suer, siwer, sure, suir(e), 
f. pres, stem si(e)u-, seu- of OF. sivre (mod 
suivre)Rom. *sequere, for L. sequi follow, 

suede xix. First in suede gloves, tr. F. gants de 
Suede, i.e. gloves of Sweden 

suet xrv. - AN. *suet, *sewet, f. su(e), seu, OF. 
seu, si(e)u, si/(mod. suif)L. sebum tallow, suet, 
grease. 

suffer undergo, endure; tolerate, allow, xm. 
ME. suffre, so(e)ffre - AN. suffrir, soeffrir, -er, 
OF. sof(f)rir (mod. souffrir) Rom. *sufferire, 
for L. sufferre, f. suf- sub-+ferre bear2. So suf¬ 

ferance (arch.) suffering, long-suffering; sane 
tion, permission, toleration (now only in phr. on 
s. and in legal use), xm. - AN., OF. suffraunce, 
soffrance (mod. souffrance suffering) L 
suffer entia. 

suffice xiv. f. OF. suffis-, pres, stem of suffire 
L. sufficere, f. suf- sub- + facere do' So sufficient 

xrv. - OF. sufficient or L. sufficiens, -ent-, prp. of 
sufficere. sufficiency xv. - late L. 

suffix element attached to the end of a word 
xvm; (math.) inferior index xix. - suffixum. n. 
pp. of L. suffigere, f. suf svb-+figere fix. So 

suffix vb subjoin xvii; add as a suffix xvm. 
Partly f. L. suffixus, partly f. the sb. 

suffocate xvi. f. pp. stem of L. suffocare, f. suf 
sub- + fauces throat; see ate3. 

suffragan bishop considered in relation to his 
metropolitan, by whom he may be summoned 
to give his suffrage; subsidiary bishop in the 
Church of England. - AN., OF. suffragan, medL. 
suffraganeus, f. L. suffragium suffrage, see -an 

suffrage pi. (intercessory) prayers xiv; vote 
xvi. - L. suffragium, partly through F. suffrage, 
of uncert. orig. 

suffuse overspread as with fluid, colour, etc. 
xvi f. suffus-, pp stem of L. suffundere, f. suf 
sub- -vfundere pour. So suffusion xrv. - L. 

Sufi one of a Muslim sect. xvn. - Arab, sufi, f. 
suf wool (with ref. to their garments), 

sugar sweet crystalline substance obtained 
from fruit juices xm (suker), (old chem.) com 
pound resembling sugar in form or taste xvn; 
(mod. chem.) soluble more or less sweet carbo 
hydrate xix. ME suker, sucre, sugre, suger 
(sugar from xvi) - OF. qukre, sukere (mod. 
sucre) - It. zucchero, prob - medL. succarum - 
Arab, sukkar. So sugar-candy sugar clarified 
and crystallized, xiv. - OF. sucre candi - Arab. 
sukkar kandi. sugar-cane xvi, -loaf xv Hence 
vb. xv, sugary ( y') xvi. 

suggest xvi. f. suggest-, pp. stem of L. suggerere, 
f. sug- sub-+gerere bear, carry, bring. So 
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suggestion xiv. >- (O)F. - L. Hence suggestive 
XVII. 

suicide' one who takes his own life. xvm. - 
modL. suicida, f. L. sui of oneself; see -cide'. So 
suicide2 taking one’s own life, xvii; see -cide2. 
Hence suicidal ( al1) xvm. 

suint grease in the wool of sheep, xvm. - F. 
suint, earlier fsuing, f. suer sweat, 

suit A. (hist.) attendance at court xm; B. tpur- 
suit xiv; legal process xv; C ttrain, suite xm; D. 
tlivery, garb xm; E. set, series xv. ME. siute, 
siwte, s(e)ute - AN. siute, OF. si(e)ute (mod 
suite)Gallo-Rom. *sequita, sb. use of fern. pp. 
of *sequere follow, sue Hence suit vb fsue, pur¬ 
sue xv; provide with apparel; be agreeable or 
convenient to xvi. Whence suitable tmatching, 
to match; tagreeing, accordant xvi; fitting, 
appropriate xvii. 

suite A. train of attendants xvii; B. succession, 
series xvm; C. set of rooms xvm, of furniture 
xix. - F. suite-, see suit. Sense C is of English 
development. 

suitor ffrequenter xm; fadherent xrv, (arch.) 
petitioner xvi; wooer. - AN. seutor, suitour, 
sut(i)er, -or - L. secutor, -or- follower, f. sequi, 
secut- follow, after suite surr. 

silicate grooved, xvm. - L. sulcdtus, pp. of sul- 
care plough, f. sulcus groove, furrow (which has 
been used in Eng. in spec, senses since xvii). 

sulk indulge in ill-humour, xvm. perh. back- 
formation from somewhat earlier sulky adj., 
used also as sb for a carriage seated for one 
person. Sulky was perh. an extension with -y' of 
an adj fsulke (xvn) hard to dispose of, slow in 
going off. 

sullen marked by gloomy ill-humour; of gloomy 
condition or aspect, xvi. Later form of isolein, 
\-eyne sole, solitary, morose (xiv) - AN. *solein, 
*solain, f. sol sole*, after OF. soltain, soutain 
late L. solitaneus, f. L solus. 

sully pollute; fintr. for pass. xvi. perh. - F. 
souiller, see soil* 

sulphur, U S. sulfur greenish-yellow non- 
metallic element; brimstone, xiv. ME. soufre, 
solfre, sulph(e)re - AN. sulf\e)re, (O)F. soiffre 
L. sulfur, phur. Comb, form sulpho-, before a 
vowel sulph-. So sulphate sulphite salt of 
sulphuric/sulphurous acid xvm. - F. sulphat/ 
sulphite, sulphureous pert, to sulphur xvi; 
fhellish, satanic xvii. f. L. sulphureus. sul¬ 
phuretted combined chemically with sulphur, 
xix. f. sulphuret - modL. sulphuretum, see -uret. 
sulphuric s. acid xvm. - F. sulfurique. Hence 
sulphide compound of sulphur with another 
element, xix. sulphurous, sulphury ( y1) xvi. 
See -y1. 

sultan Muslim sovereign xvi; despot, tyrant 
xvii; sweet-scented annual, Centaurea moschata 
and C. suaveolens. - F. sultan or medL. sul- 
tanus - Arab sultan power, dominion, ruler, 
king. So sultana sultan's wife xvi; mistress, 
concubine xvm; purple gallinule xix; (s. raisin) 
small seedless raisin. - It., fern, of sultano 
sultan. Hence sultanate ( ate1) xix. 

sultry oppressively hot and moist, xvi. f. tsuiter 
be sweltering hot (xvi), prob. for *swulter, rel. 
to swelter; see -y'. 
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sum Quantity of money, total amount xm; sum¬ 
mary, epitome xrv, quantity resulting from the 
addition of quantities xv. ME. summe, somme - 
OF summe, (also mod.) somme L. summa, sb. 
use of fern, of summus*supmus, superl. f. stem 
of super, superus (see superior). So sum vb. 
xm. - (O)F. sommer or late L. summare. sum¬ 
mation xviii. f. late L. summare. 

sumac(h) preparation of dried leaves of plants 
of the genus Rhus xiv; plant of this genus 
xvi. - (O)F. sumac or medL. sumacih) - Arab 
summak. 

summary comprising the chief points or sub¬ 
stance xv; done without delay, (leg.) carried out 
without certain formalities xviii (the adv. 
summarily (-ly2) is xvi). - medL. summarius 
(in classL. only in n. sb ). f. summa sum; see -ary 
As sb. xvi. - L. summarium Hence summarize 
xix. 

summer' second and warmest season of the 
year. OE. sumor, corr. to OS., OHG. sumar (Du. 
zomer, G. sommer), MLG. sommer, ON. sumar, 
rel. to Skr. sama half-year, year, OIr. sam, 
samrad, W. ham, haf summer 

summer2 tpackhorse; (archit.) horizontal 
bearing-beam. xiv. - AN. sumer, somer, OF. so- 
mier (mod. sommier) - Rom *saumdrius, for late 
L sagmdrius, f. sagma pack-saddle - Gr. sagma 

summit xv. - OF. som(m)ete, also somet, sumet 
(mod. sommet), f. som, sum L. summum, n. sg. 
of summus (see sum); the sp. with -it (from xvii) 
is due to assim. to + summity summit (xrv-xvm) - 
(O)F. sommite - late L. summitds (see -ity). 

summons sb. xm. ME. somouns - OF. somonce, 
sumunse (mod. semonce) Gallo-Rom. *sum- 
monsa, for L. summonita, fern. pp. (used sb.) of 
summonere. 

summum bonum xvi. - L., i.e. summum n. 
sg. of summus highest, bonum n. sg. of bonus 
good used sb. 

sump fmarsh xv; (dial.) dirty pool; pit for col¬ 
lecting water xvii. - (M)LG , MDu. sump, or in 
mining use - G. sumpf rel. to swamp. 

sumpter fdriver of a pack-horse xiv; pack- 
horse xvi. - OF som(m)etier Rom. *sau- 
matdrius, f. late L. sagma, sagmat- pack-saddle 
(see summer’). 

sumptuary pert, to expenditure, xvi. - L. 
sumptuarius, f. sumptus expenditure, expense, 
f. sumere, sumpt- consume, spend; see -ary. So 
sumptuous made at great cost xv; tspending 
largely xvi. - (O)F. somptueux - L sumptuosus 

sun OE. sunne (fern.) = OS., OHG., ON. (poet.) 
sunna (Du. zon, G. sonne), Goth sunno, beside 
OE. sunna (m ), OHG., OS. sunno Gmc *sun- 
non, -an-', f. IE. *su with rc-formative, beside 
*sau- with /-formative in Homeric Gr eelios 
*sawelijos (Attic htlios), L. sol, ON sol, Goth. 
sauil, W haul. Hence vb. xvi, sunny ( y') xiii. 
Comps, sunbeam OE. sunn(e)beam. sunburn 
sb. xvii; f. the vb. (xvi), back-formation from 
sunburning (xvi), sunburnt (sunne ybrent xrv). 
sundew plant of the genus Drosera. xvi. tr. Du 
son-, sundauw = G. sonnentau, tr. L. ros solis. 
sundial xvi. sundown setting of the sun xvii. 
perh. shortening of fsunnegate downe (xv), tsun 
go downe (xvi) sunflower fheliotrope; plant of 

the genus Helianthus, with showy golden-rayed 
flowers, xvi. tr. modL fids solis xvi. sunrise xv. 
perh evolved, through syntactical ambiguity, 
from a clause such as before the sun rise (pres, 
subjunctive of the vb ); cf. ME. sonne rist (xm). 
sunset OE. (late Nhb.) sunset, perh. partly from 
a clause like ere the sun set. sunshade parasol, 
xix. sunstroke xix. For ear) ier stroke of the sun, 
tr. F. coup de soleil. sun-up (U S.) sunrise xix. 
After sun down. 

sundae portion of ice cream served with syrup, 
etc. xx (orig. U.S.). perh. alt. of next. 

Sunday OE. sunnandaeg (Nhb. sunnadaeg) = 
OS. sunnondag, OHG. sunnuntag (Du. zondag, 
G. sonntag), ON. sunnudagr, Gmc. tr. of L. dies 
solis. 

sunder phr. in s., asunder, apart xm. alt. of 
asunder (OE. onsundran, -um) by substitution 
of in' for on, partly after ON. i sundr. So sunder 

vb. separate, part. Late OE. sundrian (beside 
syndrian), for earlier asundrian, and ge-, on-, 
tosundrian, corr. to OHG. sunt(a)ron, sund(e)- 
ron (G. sondern), ON. sundra, f. Gmc. adv. 
(‘separately’) repr. by OE. sunder, OS. sundar 
(MLG. sunder, Du. zonder prep ), OHG. suntar 
(MHG. sunder, G. sonder, with var. sondern but), 
ON. sundr, Goth. sundro\ f. IE. *su-, repr. also 
by Skr. sanitur besides, Gr. hateros (Attic het- 
eros) one of two, and (without /-suffix) L. sine 
without. So sundry OE. syndrig separate, spe¬ 
cial, private, corr. to MLG. sunder(i)ch, OHG. 
sunt(a)ric\ see -y\ sundries xix. 

sunn E Indian shrub, cultivated for its fibre. 
xviii. - Hind, san - Skr. sand- hemp. 

Sunni orthodox Muslim, who accepts the 
Sunna (body of tradition) as of equal authority 
with the Koran, xvii. - Arab, sunni lawful, f. 
sunna form, way, course, rule. 

sup1 take liquid into the mouth in small quan¬ 
tities. OE. str. vb supan = MLG. supen, OHG. 
sufan (Du. zuipen, G. saufen drink, booze), ON. 
supa. Hence sb. xvi. 

sup2 take supper, xm. - OF. super, soper (mod. 
souper), f. Gmc. *sup- (see sop, sup', and cf. 
soup). 

sup- see sub-. 

super short for superficial, superfine, super¬ 

intendent, supernumerary, xix. 

super- prefix repr. L. super-, being the adv. and 
prep, super above, on the top of, beyond, besides, 
rel. to sub-. 

The chief meanings are: (1) over, above, at the 
top (oD, in adv., prep., or adj. force, as superaltar 
(xiv), -celestial (xvi), superstructure (xvii); (2) 
higher in rank, quality, or degree, as super¬ 
essential (xvi), supermundane (xvii), super 
sensual (xvii); (3) in or to the highest or a very 
high degree, (hence) in excess, as superabound, 
abundant, -fine (xv); (4) expressing addition, as 
superadd (xv), super tax (xx). Cf. supra-, sur-2 

superable xvii. - L. superabilis, f. super are 
overcome, f. super-; see -able. 

superannuated disqualified or impaired by 
age. xvii. f. medL. superannuate, alt. of super- 
annatus, f. super- + annus year, with assim. to 
annuus annual; see ate2, -eo1. So super¬ 

annuation XVII. 



superb 

superb xvi. - (O)F. superbe or L. superbus 
proud, superior, distinguished, f. super above 
(SUPER). 

supercargo (naut.) officer who superintends 
the cargo, xvn. alt., by substitution of super-, of 
supracargo (xvii-xix) - Sp. sobreeargo 

supercilious xvi. - L. superciliosus, f L. super- 
cilium eyebrow, f. super- 4 cilium (lower) eyelid, 

supererogation performance of good works 
beyond what is required, xvi. - late L. super¬ 
erogation -on-, f. L. supererogdre, f. super- 

+ erogare pay out, f. e-4 rogare ask. So 
supererogatory (-ory2) xvi. - scholL. 
supererogatorius. 

superficies surface xvi. - L., f. super- +facies 
face. So superficial f(math.) compounded of 
two prime factors xiv; pert, to the surface xv; 

concerned only with the surface xvi. - late L. 
superficialis. 

superfine fextremely subtle xv; over-refined 
xvi; extremely fine xvn. - medL. *superfinus 
(implied in superfinitas), f. L. super 4 medL. 
finus FINE2. 

superfluous xv. f. L. superfluus, f. super- 

+finer e flow; see -ous. So superfluity xiv. 

- (O)F. - late L. 
superhuman xvn. - late L. superhumanus: see 
super-, human. 

superintend xvii. - ecclL. superintendere: see 
super-, intend. So superintendent official hav¬ 
ing chief charge or oversight; in earliest use ap¬ 
plied to Christian ministers in some church 
polities, as repr. Gr. episkopos ‘overseer’ (see 
bishop), xvi. - ecclL. superintended, -ent-. 

superior situated higher xiv; of higher degree 
or status xv; s. to (ts. than) xvi; sb. xv. - OF. 
superiour (mod. superieur) - L. superior, or-, 
compar. of superus that is above, f. super, see 
super-, -10R. So superiority xvi. - (O)F. or 
medL. 

superlative (gram.) xiv; surpassing all others 
xv. - (O)F. superlatif, -ive - late L. superlativus, 
f. superlatus (used as pp. of superferre), f. super 

4 lat-, pp. stem of tollere take away; see -ive. 

superman ideal superior type of man. xx 

(G. B. Shaw), tr. of G. ubermensch, as used in 
‘Zarathustra’, by F. W. Nietzsche, G. philo¬ 
sopher (1844-1900), f. liber over + mensch human 
being. 

supernaculum (drink) to the last drop, xvi 
(super nag ). modL., tr. G. auf den nagel 
(trinken) on to the nail. 

supernal existing in the heavens, xv. - OF. 
supernal or medL supernalis, f. L. supernus, f. 
super above. 

supernatural xvi. - medL. super naturalis, f. 
L. suPER4«dtiira nature. So supernaturally 

xv. 
supernumerary xvn - late L super 
numerarius, f. super numerum, see super , num¬ 

ber, -ary. 

superpose place above or upon. xix. - F. super¬ 
poser, after L. superponere (see super-, pose1). 

So superposition (geom.) xvii; (gen ) xix. - F 
or late L. 

superscribe inscribe on the top or surface of. 
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- L superscribere, f. super-4scribere write. 
So superscription xiv - late L. 

supersede tpostpone xv; fdesist or refrain 
from; frender superfluous or void xvi; take the 
place of something set aside xvn. In early use 
often <ede. - OF. superceder, later -seder - L 
supersedere (in medL often <edere) set above, be 
superior to, refrain from, omit, f. super- 4 sedere 
sit supersession setting aside of a rule, etc. 
xviii; substitution of a person in the place of one 
removed xix. - F. or medL. 

superstition xv. - (O)F. superstition or L. 
superstitio, on-, f. superstore stand on or over, f. 
super- 4 stare stand; see tion. So super¬ 
stitious xiv. - (O)F. superstitieux■ or L. 
superstitiosus. 

supersubstantial spiritual (in s. bread, i.e 
of the Eucharist); transcending all substance. 
xvi. - ecclL. (Vulg.) supersubstantialis, tr. Gr. 
epiousios Matt. 6:11 in the Lord’s Prayer, which 
is usu. taken to mean ‘(bread) pert, to the com¬ 
ing day’; see super-, substantial. 

supervene xvii. - L. supervenire, f. super 

4 venire come. 

supervise tsurvey xvi; have the oversight of 
xvn. f. supervis-, pp. stem of medL. supervidere, 
f. L. super- 4 videre see. So supervision xvn. - 
medL. 

supination action of turning the hand or fore 
limb so that the back of it is downward or back¬ 
ward. xvii. - L. supinatid, on-, f. supinare, f. sup- 
inus supine; see -ation. 

supine adj. lying on one’s back xv; mentally or 
morally inert xvii. - L. supinus, f. *sup-, repr. in 
L. super above, superus higher, superior; see 
-iNE1. So supine sb. form of verbal noun ending 
in -turn, tu, -sum, -so. xvi. - n. sg of supinus 
used sb.; this usage is unexpl. 

supper xiii. ME. super(e), soper(e), later 
so(u)pper, sopper, supper - OF. soper, super 
(mod. souper), sb. use of soper sup2; see -er* 

supplant dispossess another, esp. treach¬ 
erously xiii (implied in supplanter), ftrip up xiv; 
bring down, bring low; tuproot xvi. - (O)F. sup 
planter or L. supplantare overthrow, f. sub 

+planta sole of the foot, plant. 

supple fsoft, yielding xiii; pliant, flexible xrv; 
compliant xiv. ME. souple - (O)F. Rom. 
*supples, f. L. supplex, -plic- submissive, sup¬ 
pliant, lit. bending under, f. sub- 4 *plic- bend 
(see ply'). 

supplement xiv. - L. supplementum, f. sup- 
plere supply; see -ment. 

suppliant xv. - F., prp. of supplier - L. sup- 
plicdre supplicate; see - ant. Also as adj. xvi. 

supplicate beg humbly xv; at Oxford Uni¬ 
versity, present a formal petition for a degree 
xvii. f. pp. stem of L. supplicare, f. suB-4t*P^- 
bend (see ply1); see -ate*. So supplicant sb. and 
adj. xvi. - L. prp of supplicare. supplication 

xiv. - (O)F. - L. 
supply thelp, succour, complete, supplement; 
make up for, compensate; fill (another’s place) 
xrv; tfulfil, discharge (office or function) xv; fur 
nish, provide xvi; take the place of (now only as 
a minister's substitute) xvii. ME. (in earliest use 
mainly Sc.) sup(p)le, sowple, later supplie - OF. 
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so(u)pleer, later supplier (mod. supplier) - L. 
supplere fill up, make good, complete, f. sub- 

+ -plere fill. Hence supply sb. xv (in early use 
mainly Sc ). 

support endure, tolerate xrv; strengthen the 
position of; furnish sustenance for xv; keep 
from failing xvi. - (O)F. supporter - L. sup- 
portare, f. sub- + portare carry. Hence, or 
partly - F., support sb. xrv. 

suppose fbelieve, think, guess; assume as a 
hypothesis xiv; infer hypothetically, incline to 
think xvii. - (G)F. sup(p)oser, f. sub- + poser 
pose1, as a vb. corr. to supposition -(-something 
held to be true as the basis of argument xv; as¬ 
sumption of this hypothetical inference or belief 
xvi. - (O)F. supposition or medL. suppositio, -on- 
(in older L. recorded only in senses ‘placing 
under’ and ‘substitution’); cf. position. So sup¬ 
posititious deceitfully substituted, xvii. f. L. 
supposititius, -icius, f. pp. stem of sup portere. 
suppository xiv. - medL. suppositorium. 

suppress put down by force or authority xrv; 
subdue (feelings, etc.) xvi; keep secret, f. 
suppress-, pp. stem of L. supprimere, f. sub 

+premere press. So suppression xvi - L. sup¬ 
pressive XVIII. 

suppurate fcause to form pus xvi; secrete pus 
xvii. f. pp. stem of L. suppurare, f. sub- + pus pus; 

see ate* So suppuration xvi. - L. 
supra- prefix repr. L. supra adv. and prep., 
above, beyond, in addition (to), before the time 
of, in comps, parallel to those of super-, but with 
a different distribution; used in many techn. 
terms, esp. anat. and zool. (opp. infra-, sub ). 
supralapsarian pert, to the view that God’s 
election of some was antecedent to the Fall of 
Man xvii. 

supreme A. (poet.) loftiest, topmost; B. highest 
in authority or rank; of the highest quality or 
degree, xvi. - L. supremus, f. supra, see prec. 
and cf. extreme. Hence supremacy xvi. 

sur-1 var. of sub-. 

sur-2 - (O)F. sur-, earlier sor-, sourie)-L. super, 
used in various senses of super-. 

sura section of the Koran, xvii. - Arab. sura. 
surah soft twilled silk fabric, xix. repr. F. pro- 

nunc. of surat. 

sural pert, to the calf of the leg. xvii. f. L. sura 
calf; see -al*. 

surat designating cotton goods orig. made in 
Surat, a town and district in India, xvii. 

surcease (arch.) cessation, suspension, xvi. f. 
surcease vb. (arch.) leave off, cease, desist (xv), 
f. OF. sursis, fern, -sise (cf. AN. sursise omission), 
pp of surseoir refrain, delay, suspend L. 
supersedere supersede; early assim. in sp. to 
CEASE. 

surcharge excessive or exorbitant charge. 
xvii. f. the vb. (xv) - OF. surcharger. See sur-*, 

CHARGE. 

surcingle girth for a horse, etc. xiv. - OF. 
so(u)rcengle, f. sor- sur-2 + cengle (mod. sangle) 
L. cingula, f. cingere gird, 

surcoat xrv. - OF. s(o)urcot, see sur-2, coat. 

surd (math.) irrational xvi; (phon.) voiceless 
xviii. - L. surdus deaf, mute, silent, (of sound) 
dull, indistinct. The sense in math, arises from 

the use of L. surdus to render Gr. alogos (Euclid, 
book x, definition 10) speechless, irrational, 
absurd. 

sure fsafe, secure xrv-xvn; trustworthy, stead¬ 
fast xrv; subjectively certain xiv; objectively 
certain xv. - OF. sur(e) (mod. sur)L. securus 
secure. So surety fsafety, security, certainty; 
bond entered into for the performance of an 
undertaking xrv; person undertaking this, bail 
xv. - OF. surte (mod. surete)L. securitds, -tdt- 
security; see -ty2. Whence suretyship xvi. 

surf swell of the sea breaking on the shore xvn; 
mass of foamy water on a shore xviii. In early 
use sometimes in phr. surf of the sea\ continuing 
in sense and chronology fsuff (of the sea) xvi- 
xvii, and perh. an alt. of the latter. 

surface xvii. - F.. f. sur-2+/ocp face. 
surfeit excess, superfluity xm; excessive in¬ 
dulgence esp. in eating or drinking xiv; morbid 
condition arising from this xvi; nausea, satiety 
xvii. - OF. sur-, sorfe(i)t Rom. *superfactum, 
sb. use of pp. of *superficere, f. L. super- +facere 
do, act. Hence surfeit vb. xrv. 

surge1 tfountain, source xv; rolling swell of the 
sea xvi; (naut.) slipping back of a rope wound 
round a capstan xviii. In the earliest exx. of the 
first sense tr. OF. sourgeon (mod. surgeon) and 
prob. - its base so urge-, pres, stem of sourdre 
(see next). 

surge2 ftoss or ride on the waves; frise, spring; 
swell or heave, as a large wave xvi; (naut.) slip 
back, as a rope, etc. xvii. f. OF. sourge-, pres, 
stem of sourdre L. surgere rise, beside sur- 
rigere, f. sub- + regere rule; or - OF. sorgir (mod. 
surgir) - L. surgere. 

surgeon one who heals by manual operation 
xrv; medical officer in the forces xvi. ME. 
surg(i)en - AN. surgien, contr. of OF. serurgien, 
cir- (mod. chirurgien) - Rom. *chirurgianus, f. 
L. chirurgia surgery - Gr. kheirourgia, f. kheir 
hand + erg- work. So surgery surgeon’s art xrv; 
medical practitioner’s consulting room xix. - 
OF. surgerie, contr. of sirurgerie. Hence 
surgical xviii. 

surly flordly, majestic; -(masterful, imperious, 
haughty xvi; churlishly ill-humoured xvn. alt. 
of tsirly (xiv-xvii), f. sir + -ly1. 

surmise fcharge upon, allege against xv; fde- 
vise, suppose xvi; infer conjecturally xvn. f. 
AN., OF. surmis(e), pp. of surmettre - late L. 
supermittere (in medL. accuse), f. super- 
+ mittere put. So surmise sb. fallegation xv; 
conjecture xvi. 

surmount xrv. - (O)F. surmonter, see sur-2, 
mount2. 

surmullet red mullet, xvn. - F. surmulet, OF. 
sor (mod. saur) red (of unkn. orig.) +mulet 
mullet. 

surname fname or epithet added to a person’s 
name(s), derived from his birthplace or from 
some quality or achievement; person’s family 
name xiv. Partial tr. of fsurnoun (xiv) - AN. 
surnoun, (O)F. surnom, f. sur 2 + noun name (cf. 
noun). Hence vb. xvi. 

surpass ,xvi. - F. surpasser, f. sur-2+passer 
PASS. 

surplice xm. - AN. surplis, OF. sourpelis (mod. 
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surplis) - medL. superpellicium, -eum, sb. use of 
n. of adj. f. super- ypellicia fur garment; so 
called because orig. put on over furred gar¬ 
ments worn in church. 

surplus xrv. - AN. surplus, OF. so(u)rplus 
(mod. surplus) - medL. superplus, f. super- 

+plus more. So surplusage xv. - medL. 
surplusdgium. 

surprise (mil.) sudden attack or capture xv 
(phr. take by s.)\ something unexpectedly sud¬ 
den xvi; feeling caused by this xvn. - (O)F., sb. 
use of fern. pp. of surprendre. So surprise vb. 
tovercome with desire, etc xv; assail suddenly, 
take unawares xvi; affect with surprise xvn. 
prob. first in pp. f. (O)F. surprisie), pp. of sur¬ 
prendre medL. superprehendere, f. L. super- 

+prxhendere seize. 
surrealism xx. - F. surrealisme-, see sur-3, 

reausm. So surrealist, surrealistic xx. 
surrebutter (leg.) plaintiffs reply to a de¬ 
fendant’s rebutter, xvn. f. sur-3 + rebutter, 

after surrejoinder (xvi), plaintiffs reply to de¬ 
fendant’s rejoinder. 

surrender (leg.) giving up of an estate or ten¬ 
ancy; giving up of oneself, xv. - AN. surrender, 
OF. inf. surrendre used as sb. (see -ers), whence 
surrender vb. xv; see sur-3, render. 

surreptitious obtained by fraudulent mis¬ 
representation xv; obtained by stealth xvn. f. L. 
surreptitius, -icius, f. surrept-, pp. stem of sur- 
ripere seize secretly, (Vulg.) make false sugges¬ 
tions, f. sub- + rapere seize; see -mous. 

surrogate deputy, spec, of a judge, bishop, 
xvn. - L. surrogatus, var. of subrogdfus, pp. of 
subrogdre put in another’s place, f. sub + rogdre 
ask, ask for or propose the appointment of. 

surround fA. overflow xv; B. encompass, go 
round xvn. - AN. sur(o)under OF. s(o)uronder 
overflow, abound, dominate late L. super 
undare overflow (fig ), f. super- + unddre rise in 
waves, f. undo wave, 

surtax xix. - F. surtaxe\ see sur-, tax. 

surtout greatcoat, xvii. - F., f. sur above (cf. 
sur ) + tout everything. 

surveillance xix. - F., f. surveiller, f. sur-3 
+ veiller watch (:- L. vigilare), see ance. 

survey oversee, supervise xv; determine the 
conditions of (a tract of ground); finspect xvi; 
take a wide view of. - AN. survei(e)r, OF. 
so(u)rveeir (pres, stem survey ) medL. super- 
videre, f. L. super + videre see. Hence sb. xvi. So 
surveyor (-or') xv. - AN., OF. sur-, sorve(i)our. 

survive remain alive, live on xv; outlive xvi. 
- AN. survivre, OF. sourvivre (mod. sur-) 
- L. supervivere, f. super- + vivere live. Hence 
survival ( al3), survivor (-or1) xvi. 

susceptible capable of undergoing or being 
affected (by) xvn; subject to impression xvm. - 
late L. susceptibilis, f. suscept, pp. stem of 
suscipere, f. sub- + capere take, 

suslik species of ground squirrel, xvm. - Russ. 
suslik. 

suspect under suspicion; fhaving suspicion 
xrv; sb. suspected person xvi; disused in the ad), 
after c.1700, and in the sb. after c.1600 until re¬ 
vived in xrx after the F. use of the word for 
‘one suspected of hostility or indifference to the 

Revolution’. - (O)F. suspect or L. suspect us, pp. 
of suspicere look up (to), admire, suspect, f. sub- 

+ specere look; on the pp. stem of this L. vb. was 
formed suspect vb. xv. 

suspend A. hold up, put off xm; B. hang (up) 
xv. - (O)F. suspendre or L. suspendere, f. sub- 

+ pendere hang. Hence suspender (-er1) tone 
who suspends xvi; (orig. U S.) that by which 
something is suspended xix. So suspense xv. - 
AN., OF. suspensive) abeyance, delay, repr. 
medL. sb. uses of n. and fern, of pp of L. 
suspendere. suspension xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

suspicion action of suspecting, xrv. - AN. 
suspeciun, var. of OF. sospeqon (mod. soupqon) 
medL. suspectio, 6n-\ see suspect. 

suspire (arch.) sigh (for), xv. - L. suspirdre, f. 
sub- + spirare breathe. 

sustain fsupport, uphold the course of, keep 
in being xm; endure without failing; bear the 
weight of xrv. ME. sos , susteine - AN. sustein-, 
OF. so(u)stein-, tonic stem of so(u)stenir (mod. 
soutenir) - L. sustinere, f. sub- + tenere hold, 
keep. So sustenance means of subsistence xm; 
act of sustaining xrv. - AN. sustenaunce, OF. 
so(u)stenance (mod. soutenance). sustentation 

xrv. - (O)F. or L. 
susurration whispering, xrv. - late L. susur- 
rdtio, -on-, f. L. susurrare, f. susurrus whisper 

(of imit. orig.); see -ation. 

sutler army follower selling provisions to sol¬ 
diers. xvi. - Du. fsoeteler (mod. zoetelaar), MLG. 
suteler, sudeler, f. fsoetelen befoul, perform 
mean duties, follow a low trade, 

suttee Hindu widow who immolated herself 
with her husband’s body xvm; such immolation 
xrx. - Hind.Skr. sati faithful wife, f. sat good, 
wise, lit. being, prp. of dsti is (see be). 

suture sewing, stitching; (anat, bot.) junction. 
xvi. - F. suture or L. sutura, f. sut-, pp. stem of 
suere sew; see -ure. 

suzerain feudal overlord, xix. - F., prob. f. 
sus above, up (:- L. susum), after souverain 
SOVEREIGN, 

svelte xix. - F. svelte - It. svelto popL. *ex- 
vellitus, pp. oi*exvellere, f. L. ex-' + vellere pluck, 

swab mop xvi; absorbent mass of fabric for 
cleansing xvm. f Gmc. base meaning sway 
about’, ‘splash in water’, as in (M)LG. swabben 
splash, sway, Norw. svabba splash, wade, LG. 
swabber (G. schwabber) mop, swab, Du. zwab- 
beren mop. So swab vb. (dial.) sway about xv; 
mop up xvm. swabber (-er1) member of a crew 
that swabs decks, xvi. 

swaddle bind (an infant) in lengths of bandage. 
xv. f. swathe3 +-le*. The earliest record of the 
formation is in swadelbond swaddling-clothes 
xm. Hence swaddling-band(s) xrv, -clothes 

xvi. 
swag (dial.) swaying movement xvii; orna¬ 
mental wreath or festoon xvm; thief s booty xrx. 
of obscure orig.; cf. Norw. swagga sway. So 
swag vb. (dial.) move or cause to move un¬ 
steadily xvi; sink down xvii. 

swage tool for bending cold metal, xix. - F. 
suage, earlier souage, of unkn. orig. 

swagger behave overbearingly as if among in¬ 
feriors. xvi. Presumably f. swag + -er\ 
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swain tyoung man attending on a knight; man 
of low degree xii; fmale servant xm; tman, 
youth; farm hand, shepherd, rustic xvi; 
(country) lover. - ON. sveinn boy, servant, 
attendant = OE. swan swineherd, MLG. swen, 
QHG. swein Gmc. *swainaz. 

swallow1 bird of the genus Hirundo. OE. 
swealwe = OS. swala (Du. zwaluw), OHG. 
swal(a)wa (G. schwalbe), ON. svala Gmc. 
*swalwon. 

swallow1 take into the stomach through the 
mouth and gullet; also transf. and fig. OE. str. 
vb. swelgan = OS. farswelgan (Du swelgen), 
OHG. swel(a)han (G. schwelgen), ON. svelga 
Gmc. *swel3an, f. *swel3- *swal3- *swul3-, repr. 
also by OE. geswelg gulf, abyss, OHG. swelgo 
glutton, ON. svelgr whirlpool, devourer. Weak 
forms of pt. and pp. appeared xiv. 

swami Hindu idol xvm; Hindu religious 
teacher xx. - Hindi svami master, lord, prince 
(used as a respectful address)Skr. svdmin-. 

swamp low lying wet ground xvn; (local) de¬ 
pression in land xvm. Identical in form with 
(dial.) swamp sunk (xiv), the notion of ‘de¬ 
pression, subsidence’ being perh. the con¬ 
necting link. Hence vb. (orig. pass.) xvn. 

swan OE. swan = OS. suan, OHG. swan (G. 
schwan), ON. svanr Gmc. *swanaz\ perh. 
based on IE. *swon- *swen-, repr. by Skr. svana- 
noise, L. sonere, sondre sound”. Comp, swan- 
upping taking up swans to mark them for 
ownership, xvi. upping f. up vb. drive up and 
catch swans; see -ing1. 

swank (si.) behave ostentatiously, xix. of 
uncert. orig. 

swap, swop fstrike, hit; fmove quickly; fstrike 
hands on a bargain xiv; fstrike (a bargain) xvi; 
exchange for. prob. imit. of a smart resounding 
blow. Hence swap, swop sb. xiv. 

sward fskin of the body; (dial.) rind of pork OE.; 
upper layer of the earth (esp. greensward, cf. 
MLG. gronswarde) xv. OE. sweard, corr. to 
MLG., MDu. swarde hairy skin, MHG. swarte 
(G. schwarte bacon rind, crust), ON. svQrdr skin 
(of the head), walrus hide, greensward; of unkn. 
orig. The OE. word, if it survived, was re¬ 
inforced in ME. by the Scand. and LG. forms, 

swarm' body of bees in a compact mass. OE. 
swearm — OS., MLG. swarm, OHG. swar\a)m 
(G. schwarm), ON. svarmr Gmc. *swarmaz 
Hence swarm vb. gather in a swarm or dense 
crowd, xiv. Cf., with mutation, OE. swirman, 
*swierman - MLG., MDu. swermen, MHG. 
swarmen (G. schwarmen). 

swarm* climb up a pole, etc. xvi. of unkn. orig. 
swart (arch., dial.) of dark colour. OE. sweart = 
OS. swart (Du. zwart), OHG. swarz (G. schwarz), 
ON. svartr, Goth, swarts Gmc. *swartaz. 

swarthy of dark hue, blackish, xvi. unexpl. alt. 
of f swarty, extension of swart with -y1. 

swash' dash violently, make a noise as of clash¬ 
ing swords xvi. of imit. orig. Comp, swash¬ 
buckler swaggerer xvi; lit. one who makes a 
blustering noise by striking his own or his op¬ 
ponent’s shield with his sword, 

swash* (in turning, etc.) inclined obliquely to 

the axis of the work; (typogr.) having flourished 
strokes to fill gaps. xvn. of unkn. orig. 

swastika the symbol * . xix. - Skr. svastika-, 
f. svasti- well-being, fortune, luck, 

swat (dial.) squat xvn; hit smartly xvm. dial 
var. of squat. 

swath, swathe' ftrack, trace OE.; width of 
grass, etc. cut, measure of grass land; now of 
grass, etc. reaped xiv. OE. swaed and swadu, 
corr. to MLG. swat, swade (Du. zwad, zwade), 
MHG. swade (G. schwade). 

swathe* wrapping of linen, etc. Late OE. *swxd, 
only in d. pi. swadum\ rel. to swathe vb. late 
OE. swadian. 

sway tbias; rule, dominion xvi. So vb. move or 
swing to one side and the other xvi. corr. for¬ 
mally to Du. zwaaien swing, wave, walk tot- 
teringly, LG. swajen move to and fro as with the 
wind; but preceded by late ME. sweigh, sweye, 
applied to sweeping or swinging motion, the 
vocalism of which corr. to that of ON. sveigja 
bend, (intr.) give way; the history is obscure, 

swear pt. swore, pp. sworn A. take a solemn 
oath, intr. and trans. OE. B. bind by an oath OE. 
C. use profane language xv. OE. str. (rarely wk.) 
vb. swerian = OS. swerian (Du. zweren), OHG. 
swer\i)an (G. schworen), ON. sverja Gmc. 
*swarjan (cf. Goth, swaran), f. *swar-, repr. also 
by ON. soar, svara answer (sb. and vb.), OE. 
andswaru answer. Comp, swear-word xix 
(orig. U.S.). 

sweat emit sweat, intr. and trans.; work hard. 
OE. swxtan = MLG., MDu. sweten (Du. zwee- 
ten), OHG. sweizzan roast (G. schweissen fuse, 
weld)Gmc. *swaitjan, f. *swaitaz sb., whence 
OE. swat, OS. swet (Du. zweet), OHG. sweiz 
(G. schweiss), IE. base *swoid- *swid-, whence 
also L. sudor, Skr. sveda-, Gr. hidrds, W. chwys. 
sweat sb. flife-blood (so OE. swat), hard work 
xm; moisture excreted through the pores 
xrv; colloq. (orig. Sc. and US.) state of impatience 
or anxiety xvm. Superseded ME. swote (OE. 
swat), sweater (er1) one who sweats xvi; vest of 
wool to protect from cold xix. 

Swede native of Sweden xvn; (for earlier Swed¬ 
ish turnip) large variety of turnip (introduced 
into Scotland from Sweden xvm) xix. - MLG., 
MDu. Swede (Du. Zweed), prob. - ON. Svipjod 
‘people of the Swedes’, Sweden, f. Sviar Swedes 
+pjod people. 

sweep pt., pp. swept A. remove with or as with a 
broom or brush; dear (a surface) in this way xm; 
B. intr. move with a strong or swift even motion 
xrv. ME. swepe, repl. ME. swdpe (OE. swdpan), 
either by extension of the vowel e of the pt. (OE. 
sweop), or by development /'to e in OE. *swipian 
(pt. swipode) scourge, or ON. intr. svipa. Hence 
sweep sb. in many uses covered by the de¬ 
finitions ‘act of sweeping’ (from xvi) and ‘ap¬ 
paratus for sweeping' (from xv); in the sense 
chimney-sweeper’ (xrx) preceded by chimney 
sweep and tsweep-chimney (both xvn). Comp, 
sweepstake tone who takes the whole of the 
stakes in a game xv; ttotal removal xvi; (prize 
won in) a contest in which the stakes are con¬ 
tributed by the competitors xvm. 

sweet pleasing to the senses or the mind; dearly 
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loved or prized; kindly, gracious. OE. swete = 
OS. swoti (Du. zoot), OHG. s(w)uozi (G. suss), ON 
scetr Gmc. *swotja-, *swoti- (cf. Goth, suts), f 
*swot- EE. *swdd-, repr. by Skr. svadu-, Gr 
hedus, L. suavis (:- *swadwis). Comps, sweet¬ 
bread pancreas, xvi; perh. OE. brxd flesh = OS. 
brado ham, calf of leg, etc.; but the reason for the 
name is unkn. sweetheart xin. sweetmeat 
tsweet cake, etc.; sugarplum, lollipop xv; cf. OE. 
swet-, swotmettas dainties, sweet william spe¬ 
cies of pink. xvi. Hence sweet sb. xiii. sweeten 
(-en‘) xvi. sweetie (-ie) sweetmeat xvm; sweet 
one xix. sweeting (-ing*) sweetheart xin; sweet 
variety of apple xvi. sweetly (ly*), sweetness 
OE. 

swell pt. swelled, pp. swollen, swelled. OE. str. vb. 
swellan = OS. *s we l lan (Du. z we lien), OHG. s we l- 
lan (G. schwellen), ON. svella Gmc. *swellan, 
no cogns. outside Gmc. are known. So or hence 
swell sb. fmorbid swelling xiii; condition of be¬ 
ing swollen, protuberance xvn; heaving of the 
sea. 

swelter be oppressed with heat xv; be op¬ 
pressive with heat xvi. f. base of (dial.) swelt be 
overcome as with heat (xrv), OE. sweltan die, per¬ 
ish; see -erV 

swerve turn aside, deviate in movement, xrv. 
repr. formally OE. str. vb. sweorfan file, scour. 

swift moving far in a short time, taking place at 
high speed. OE., f. base of swlfan move in a 
course, sweep = ON. svifa. Hence swift sb. 
(dial.) applied to various swiftly-moving reptiles 
xvi; bird of the family Apodidae xvn. 

swig (dial.) drink, liquor (applied dial, to special 
drinks) xvi; deep draught xvn. Hence vb. xvii. of 
unkn. orig. 

swill wash or rinse out OE.; drink greedily or to 
excess xvi; flow freely xvn. OE. swillan, swilian, 
of which no certain cogns. are known. Hence 
swill sb. liquid food xvi; copious drinking, liquor 
XVII. 

swim pt. swam, pp. swum. OE. str. vb. swimman 
— OS., OHG. swimman (Du. zwemmen, G. 
schwimmen), ON. svim(m)a Gmc. *swimman, 
f. *swimm- *swamm- *swumm-. Hence sb. xvi. 

swindle vb. xvm. back-formation f. swindler 
- G. schwindler giddy-minded person, extra 
vagant projector, cheat, f. (M)HG. schwindeln, 
OHG. suintilon, frequent, (cf. -les) of swintan (= 
OE., OS. swindan) waste away, languish, lose 
consciousness; see -erV Hence sb. xix. 

swine OE. swin = OS., OHG. swin (Du. swijn, G. 
schwein), ON. svin, Goth, sweinGmc. *swinam, 
sb. use of n. of adj. (cf. L. suinus, OS1. svinu pert, 
to swine, and see -ine1), f. IE. *sd-, *suw-, repr. by 
L. sus, etc. (see sow1). Comp swineherd (herd2) 
late OE swynhyrde. 

swing pt., pp. swung fA. scourge, flog OE.; tB. 
move impetuously OE.; C. flourish, brandish (a 
weapon, etc.) xiv; D. move backwards and for¬ 
wards xvi. OE. str. vb. swingan = (M)LG. 
swingen, OHG. swingan (G. schwingen brandish, 
shake, etc). 

swinge beat, flog. xvi. Later form of ME. swenge 
smite, dash, OE. swengan shake, shatter. Hence 
swingeing ( ing2) very forcible or large, 
immense, xvi. 

swingle wooden instrument for beating hemp, 
etc. xrv. - MDu. swinghel, corr. formally to OE. 
swingel, swingle stroke with a rod; see swing, 

-le'. 

swipe drink hastily and copiously; strike at. xix. 
perh. local var. of sweep. Hence sb. heavy blow, 
xrx. 

swipes beer, esp. weak beer. xvm. perh. f. prec. 
swirl whirlpool xv; twist, whirling motion xvm. 
orig. Sc., perh. of LG. or Du. orig. (cf. Du. zwir- 
relen whirl) and frequent, formation (cf. -le*) 

on the imit. base seen in MLG. swirren, G. 
schwirren. Da. svirre whirl, 

swish make a sound as of an object moving 
forcibly through air or water, xvm. of imit. orig. 
Soint. and sb. xix. 

switch slender tapering riding-whip xvi; thin 
flexible shoot xvn; mechanical device for alt¬ 
ering direction xvm; long bunch or coil of hair 
xrx In early use also swits, switz4, prob. - LG. 
word repr. by swutsche, var. of swukse long thin 
stick. Comp, switchback form of railway used 
on steep slopes, in which the train or car can be 
‘switched back’ (back adv.) or reversed, xix. 

swither hesitate, vacillate, xvi (orig. Sc.), of 
unkn. orig. 

swivel fastening device on which the object 
fastened turns freely, xrv. f. wk. grade of OE. 
swlfan (see swift) + -el'. 

swizzle intoxicating drink, xix. of unkn. orig. 
swoon fall into a fainting-fit. xiii. perh. back- 
formation from ME. gerund swooning, swo(u)n- 
ing, f iswo^en, is wo wen, OE .geswogen overcome, 
dead, pp. of *swogan, as in a-, oferswogan 
suffocate, choke (with weeds), of unkn. orig. So 
swoon sb., orig. in phr. i(n) swowne, etc. (xiii). 

swoop tsweep along as with trailing garments 
xvi; tpounce upon xvn; come down suddenly 
upon xvm. perh. dial, development of ME. 
swope, OE. swapan sweep. 

swoosh imit. of the sound made by rushing air 
or water, xix. 

swop var. of swap. 

sword OE. sw(e)ord, swyrd = OS. swerd, OHG. 
swert (G. schwert), ON. sverd Gmc. *swerdam, 
of uncert. orig. 

swot (si.) vb. and sb. study at school or college, 
xix. dial. var. of sweat. 

sy- assim. form of syn- before s + consonant, z. 
-sy terminal el. of uncert. orig.; in hypocoristic 
and trivial use, e g. tricksy (xvi), Jlimsy (xvm), 
tipsy (xvi), tootsy (xix). 

sybarite xvi.' - L. Sybarita - Gr. Subarttes, f. 
Subaris, ancient Greek city of S. Italy, noted for 
its effeminacy and luxury; see -ite. 

sycamine black mulberry, xvi. - L. syca- 
minus - Gr. sukdminon, f. Heb. sikmah syca¬ 
more, with assim. to Cr. sukon fig. 

sycamore, sycomore species of fig-tree xrv; 
species of maple xvi. - OF. sic{h)amor (mod. 
sycomore) - L. sycomorus - Gr. sukomoros, f. 
sukon fig + moron mulberry, 

sycophant one of a class of informers in an¬ 
cient Greece; mean flatterer, toady, xvi. - F 
sycophante or L. sycophanta - Gr. sukophantes, 
f. sukon fig + *p/ian , base of phainein show; the 
reason for the name is uncert. 
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sycosis ulcer or eruption resembling a fig. 
xvi. - modL. sycosis - Gr. sdkosis, f. sukon fig; 
see -osis. 

syenite (min.) crystalline rock allied to granite, 
xvni. - F. syenite, G. syenit - L. syenites, f. Syene, 
Gr. Sutne town of Upper Egypt (now Aswan), 
see -ite. 

syl- assim. form of syn- before /. 
syllable xrv. - AN. sillable, alt. of OF. sillabe 
(mod. syllabe) - L. syllaba - Gr. sullabt, f. sul- 
lambdnein take, put, or bring together, f. syl- 
+ Iambanein take. So syllabary set or table of 
syllables, xvi. - n. sg. of late L. syllabarius. syl¬ 
labic xvn. - medL. syllabicus - Gr. sullabikos. 
syllabication xvii. - medL. syllabification 
xix. - medL. syllabize divide into syllables. 
xvii. - medL. - Gr. 

syllabub see sillabub. 
syllabus pi. -bi, -buses concise statement or 
table of heads of a discourse, etc. xvii. - modL. 
syllabus, originating in a misprint in early edi 
tions of syllabos for sittybas, in Cicero’s Letters 
to Atticus (rv iv), acc. pi. of sittyba - Gr. sittuba 
title-slip or label. 

syllepsis (gram.) figure by which one word or 
form is made to refer to two or more in the same 
sentence while strictly applying to only one. 
xvi. - late L. syllepsis - Gr. sullepsis, f. syl- 
+ lepsis taking, ?. leb- lab- lab-, base of Iambanein 
take. 

syllogism argument expressed in the form of 
two propositions called the premisses and a 
third called the conclusion, xiv. ME. silogisme, 
occas. silogime - OF. siliDogisme, earlier silo- 
gime (mod. syllogisme) or L. syllogismus - Gr 
sullogismos, f. sullogizesthai, intensive of 
logizesthai reckon, compute, conclude, f. logos 
discourse, consideration, account; see syl-. -ism. 
So syllogistic xvii. - L. syllogisticus - Gr. sul 
logistikos. syllogize xv. - OF. sil([)ogiser - late 
L. syllogizare - Gr. sullogizesthai. 

sylph one of a race of beings supposed to inhabit 
the air. xvn. - modL. pi. sylphes and sylphi, G. 
pi. sylphen, of uncert. orig. 

sylvan, silvan sb. inhabitant of the woods; 
adj. pert, to a wood or woods, wooded, xvi. - F. 
sylvain, -\silvain. or L. silvanus, syl- (only as the 
name of a god), f. silva wood; see -an. 

sym- assim. form of syn- before m, b, p. 
symbol summary of Christian belief, creed xv; 
something that represents something else xvi; 
written character xvn. - ChrL. symbolum - Gr. 
sumbolon mark, token, watchword, f. sym 
+ *bol-, as in bol£, bolos a throw, rel. to ballein 
throw. So symbolic(al) xvn. - F. symbolique or 
late L. symbolicus - Gr. sumbolikos. symbolize 
fagree, harmonize; have similar qualities 
(techn. term of early physics) xvi; be a symbol 
of xvn. 

symmetry fmutual relation of parts, pro¬ 
portion; due or just proportion, xvi. - F. fsym- 
metrie (mod. symetrie) or L. symmetria - Gr. 
summetrid, f. summetros commensurable, 
proportionable, symmetrical, f. sym- + metron 
measure; see -y3. Hence symmetrical xviii. 

sympathy affinity; agreement; conformity of 
feelings or temperament, xvi. - L. sympathia - 

Gr. sumpdtheia, f. sumpathis having a fellow- 
feeling. f. sym- -f *path- base of pathos feeling, 
pathos; see -y*. So sympathetic xvn. - Gr. 
sumpathetikos. sympathize be affected like 
another xvi; have a fellow-feeling xvn. 
- F. sympathiser. 

symphony fused vaguely for musical in¬ 
struments xiii; fharmony xv; (mus.) passage for 
instruments xvn (spec, xviii). - (O)F. tsim-, 
symphonie - L. symphonia. instrumental har¬ 
mony, voices in concert, (Vulg.) musical 
instrument - Gr. sumphonia, f. sumphonos har¬ 
monious, f. sym- +phon& sound; see -y*. 

symphysis (anat.) union of two bones, xvi. - 
Gr. sumphusis, esp. of bones, f. sym-+phusis 
growth. 

symposium drinking party, convivial meeting 
for conversation, etc.; meeting for discussion. 
xviii. - L. symposium - Gr. sumposion, f. sum- 
potes fellow-diinker, f. sym- + *pot- (cf. potion). 

Earlier (xvi) the latinized title of one of Plato’s 
dialogues. So symposiac convivial; fsb. sym¬ 
posium. xvn. - L. - Gr. 

symptom xvi. Earlier in late L. form symp- 
toma - Gr. sumptoma chance, accident, mis¬ 
chance, f. sumpiptein fall upon, happen to, f. 
sym--r piptein fall. So symptomatic xvn. - F. or 
late L. 

syn- latinized form of Gr. sun-, comb, form of 
sun prep, together, similarly, alike; assim. be¬ 
fore / to syl-, before b, p, m to sym-, before simple 
s to sys-. before s + consonant and z to sy-. 

synaeresis contraction of two vowels, xvi. - 
late L. syn&resis - Gr. sunairesis, f. syn- + hairein 
take. 

synagogue congregation of Jews for worship 
xii; building for Jewish worship xiii. ME. sin- 
agoge - OF. sinagoge (mod. synagogue) - late L. 
svnagoga - Gr. sunagogt meeting, assembly, in 
LXX. synagogue, f. sunagein bring together, as¬ 
semble, f. syn + agein lead, bring (cf. act). 

synchronic xix. f. late L. synchronus - Gr. 
sugkhronos, f. syn- + khronos time. So syn¬ 
chronism xvi. - Gr.; whence synchronize 
xvii. synchronous xvii. f. late L. synchronus. 

syncopation (gram.) contraction of a word by 
elision of one or more syllables xvi; (mus.) be¬ 
ginning a note on a normally unaccented part 
of the bar and continuing it into the normally 
accented part xvi. - medL. syncopatio, on-, f. 
late L. syncopare, f. syncope-, see next, -ation. 

syncope (path.) failure of the heart’s action; 
grammatical syncopation, xvi (xv tsyncopis). - 
late L. syncope - Gr. sugkopt, f. syn- + kop- strike, 
cut off. 

syncretism union of opposite tenets, etc. xvn; 
(philol.) merging of cases xx. - Gr. sugkretismos, 
f. sugkretizein. 

syndic civil magistrate in some countries of 
Europe; one deputed to represent a corporation. 
xvii. - (O)F. syndic, t-ique delegate, chief 
magistrate of Geneva - late L. syndicus delegate 
of a corporation - Gr. sundikos defendant’s 
advocate, f. syn +MiAc, base of dike judgement, 
deiknusthai show; see -ic. So syndicalism in¬ 
dustrial unionism, xx. - F. syndicalisme, f. syn- 
dical, as in chambre syndicate trade union. 
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syndicate foffice of a syndic; body of syndics 
xvii; combination of financiers or other pro¬ 
moters of enterprise xix - F. syndicat - medL. 
syndicatus; see -ate'. 

syndrome (path.) concurrence of symptoms 
xvi; fconcurrence, concourse xvii. - Gr. sun 
dromi, f. syn- + *drom-, dr a mein run. 

syne (Sc. and north.) immediately afterwards, 
thereupon; later; since then xtv; before now, ago 
xv (esp. in lang syne long ago, made familiar by 
Burns’s ‘Auld Lang Syne’). Contracted form of 
ME. sit hen since. 

synecdoche - L. synecdoche - Gr. sunekdokh$, 
f. sunekdekhesihai, f. syn- + ekdekhesthai take 
up, 

synizesis (gram., pros.) coalescence of two ad¬ 
jacent vowels without forming a recognized 
diphthong, xix. - late L. synizesis - Gr. sunizesis, 
f. sunizdnein sink down, f. syn- + hizdnein sit. 

synod xiv. - late L. synodus - Gr. sunodos meet¬ 
ing, f. syn- + hodos way, travel. So synodal xv. - 
late L.; see -al1. 

synonym xvi. In early use first in pi. in L. form 
(-a) or anglicized (-es, -aes), later in sg. ymum, 
■ymon, dme, -yme. xv. - L. synonymum - Gr. 
sunSnumon, sb. use of n. sg. of sundnumos, f. 
syn +onuma name. So synonymous xvii. syn¬ 
onymy (-y*) xvii. - late L. - Gr. 

synopsis xvii. - late L. - Gr. sunopsis, f. syn- 

+ 6psis view. So synoptic xviii, -ical xvii; see 

OPTIC. 

synovia fluid of the joints in the body. xvii. - 

modL. synovia, sinovia, an invention, perh. 
arbitrary, of Paracelsus (d. 1541). Hence syn¬ 
ovial (-al1) xviii, sinovitis xix 

syntax torderly arrangement of parts; (gram.) 
arrangement of words in their appropriate 
forms and order, xvii. - F. syntaxe or late L. 
syntaxis (adopted in Eng. xvi) - Gr. suntaxis, f. 
suntdssein, f. syn- + tdssein arrange. So syn¬ 
tactic xix, -tactical xvi. 

synthesis proceeding from cause to effect xvii; 
formation of a compound by combining its ele¬ 

ments xvm. - L. - Gr. sunthesis, f. suntithenai, 
f. syn- + tithenai place, put. Hence synthesize 
xix (beside synthetize xix, - Gr. suntheti- 
zesthai). So synthetic, -etical xvii. - F. or Gr. 

syphilis xviii. - modL. Syphilis title of a poem, 
in full ‘Syphilis sive Morbus Gallicus’ (syphilis 
or the French disease), 1530, by Girolamo Fra- 
castoro, physician, astronomer, and poet, of 
Verona; the poem is the story of a shepherd 
Syphilus, represented as the first sufferer. 
Hence syphilitic xvm 

syphon, syren see siphon, siren. 
syringa shrub of the genus Philadelphus. 
xvii. - modL. syringa, f. Gr. surigx, surigg- pipe; 
first applied to the mock orange from its stems 
being used for pipe stems, later to the lilac, 

syringe sb. xv. - late L. syringa, f. L. syrinx (see 
next). 

syrinx Pan-pipe; narrow rock-cut channels or 
tunnels xvn; organ of voice in birds xix. - L. - 
Gr. surigx pipe, tube, channel, 

syrup, U.S. sirup thick sweet liquid. - (O)F. 
sirop or medL. siropus, sir upas, ult. from Arab. 
sarab beverage, drink. Hence syrupy (y1) xvm. 

systaltic pert, to contraction, xvii. - late L. sys- 
talticus - Gr. sustaltikos, f. sy- + staltos, f. stellein, 
stal- place. 

system xvii. - F. systeme or its source late L. 
systema - Gr. sustema organized whole, f. sy- 
+ *sta- stand. So systematic xvii. - F. - late L. 
systematize xvm. - F. systematiser. systemic 
(physiol., path.) xix. irreg. formation used for 
differentiation of meaning from systematic. 

systole (physiol.) regular contraction of the 
heart and arteries, xvi. - late L. systole - Gr. 
sustoli, f. sy- + *stol- *stel- place, after sustellein 
contract. 

syzygy (astron.) fconjunction, (now) con¬ 
junction and opposition of two celestial bodies 
xvn; applied to various unions or combinations 
xix. - late L. syzygia - Gr. suzugia yoke, pair, 
conjunction, f. suzugos yoked, paired, f. sy- 
+ *zug- YOKE. 



T in phr. to a T exactly, to a nicety, xvii. perh. 
for earlier to a tittle. 

-t* suffix of abstr. sbs. derived from vbs., repr. 
IE. -t- in *-i'.is, *-tus, which is preserved as Gmc. 
-t after guttural, labial, and sibilant cons., e g. 
draught, drift, thirst. 

-t2 repl. (by dissim.) -th! after spirant cons., e g. 
drought, height, theft. 

-t* var. of -ed\ as in blest, burnt, dreamt. 
ta infantile and joc. colloq. substitute for 

THANKS. XVIII. 

tab short broad strip, etc. xvii; depending or 
projecting piece on a dress xix; label; (U.S) 
reckoning, check, of unkn. orig. 

tabard loose upper garment with short sleeves 
or none. xm. - OF. tabart\ of unkn. orig. 

tabaret fabric of alternate stripes of material, 
xix. f. tabby. So tabinet xviii. 

tabasco pungent sauce made from capsicum. 
xvii (tauasco). Name of a river and state of 
Mexico. 

tabby silk taffeta, orig. striped xvii; short for t. 
cat (xvii), cat having a striped coat xviii; (colloq.) 
elderly maiden lady. - (O)F. tabis, fatabis - 
Arab, 'attabi name of a quarter of Baghdad in 
which the stuff was manufactured, 

tabernacle tent containing the Ark of the 
Covenant; canopied structure xm; tent (gen ), 
dwelling-place (esp. temporary) xiv; place of 
worship (not a church) xvn. - (O)F. tabernacle 
or L. taberndculum tent, booth, dim. of taberna 
TAVERN. 

tabes slow emaciation, xvii. - L. tabes. 
tablature (mus.) notation, spec, for the lute, 
flute, etc. xvi. - F. - medL. tabulatura, f. late L. 
tabuldre, f. L. tabula table; see -ure. 

table A. slab, tablet (now mainly techn.) xii; 
t(pl-) backgammon xm; fboard on which chess, 
etc. are played xv; (pi.) leaves of a backgammon 
board (phr. turn the tables reverse the situation 
xvn); B. raised board at which one sits xm; C. 
arrangement of numbers, words, etc. xiv. - 
(O)F. - L. tabula plank, tablet, list. Hence table 
vb. xv. 

tableau picture, graphic description xvn; dra¬ 
matic grouping of persons, etc. xix. - F. tableau, 
OF. tablet, dim. of table (see prec.). 

table d’hote xvn. - F., ‘host’s table’; see table, 
host2. 

tablet slab for an inscription or carving xrv; 
slab or panel for a painting xvi; sheet or leaf or 
(pi.) a set of them for writing on xvii; flat cake, 
lozenge xvi. - OF. tablete (mod. tablette)\ Rom. 
dim. of L. tabula table; see -et. 

tabloid trade-mark term for medicinal tablets 
xix; used attrib., transf., applied to written or 
printed matter in condensed form. alt. of tablet 
(see -oid). 

taboo, tabu consecrated or restricted to a 

special use; prohibited, inviolable, xviii. - 
Tongan tabu. 

tabo(u)r (hist.) (small) drum. xm. - OF. tabour 
(mod. tambour)-, ult. of Pers. orig. 

tabouret low stool, so called from its shape. 
xvii. - F. tabouret, dim. of tabpur, see prec., -et, 

tabular of the form of a tablet or slab xvn, pert, 
to a schematic table xviii. - L. tabularis, f. tabula 
table; see ar. So tabulate x*/ii. f. pp. stem of 
late L. tabuldre, see -ate*. 

tacamahac aromatic resin of Mexico and S. 
America, xvi. - Sp. ttacamahaca (now iaca- 
maca), of Nahuatl orig. 

tachometer instrument for measuring speed, 
xix. f. Gr. takhos speed + meter. 

tachy- comb, form of Gr. takhus swiff, as in 
tachygraphy xvii, tachygraphic xviii, 

tachy meter xix. 
tacit xvii. - L. tacitus, prop. pp. of tacere be 
silent. So taciturn xviii. - F. taciturne or L. 
taciturnus. taciturnity xv. - (O)F. or L. 

tack' A. fastening, as a clasp, sharp-pointed 
nail, etc. xiv. B. (naut.) rope, wire, etc. to secure 
sails xv. Parallel to later tach{e), the two forms 
presumably repr. OF. vars. * toque, (dial.) tache. 
So tack vb. A. {attach xiv; fasten loosely or tem¬ 
porarily xv; B. (naut.; from sense B of the sb.) 
shift the tacks in going about xvi. 

tack2 food-stuff, as in hard t. ship’s biscuit, xix. 
of unkn. orig. 

tackle apparatus, gear, rigging, xm. prob. - 
(M)LG. takel, f. taken = MDu. tacken lay hold of; 
see -le'. Hence tackle vb. furnish with tackle 
xrv; harness xviii; grip, grapple with xix. 

tacky slightly sticky, xviii. f. tack1 (pre¬ 
sumably in the gen. sense of holding or fasten¬ 
ing together)+ -y'. 

tact A. fsense of touch xvn; B. faculty of mental 
perception xviii; C. sense of propriety, faculty of 
doing the right thing at the right time xviii. - 

(O)F. tact or L. tactus touch, f. *tag-, base of 
tangere touch. In sense C immed. after F. tact. 

tactics xvii. repr. modL. tactica - Gr. ta taktika, 
n. pi. of taktikos, f. taktos ordered, arranged, f. 
base of tassein set in order. So tactical xvi. f. 
Gr. taktikos. Hence tactician xviii. 

tactile xvii. - L. tactilis, f. tact-, pp. stem of tan¬ 
gere touch; see -ile. 

tadpole xv (taddepol). f. tadde toad + pol poll, 

as if ‘a toad that is all head’, 

taenia, tenia band, fillet xvi; tapeworm xviii. - 

L. - Gr. tainia. 
taffeta xiv. - OF. taffetas or medL. taffata, ult. - 
Pers. tafta, sb. use of pp. of tdftan shine, 

taffrail aftermost part of the poop-rail of a ship, 
xix. alt. of taff[e)rel f(carved) panel xvii; upper 
part of the flat portion of a ship’s stern xviii. - 
Du. taffereel panel, picture, for *tafeleel, dim. of 
tafel table, the final syll. is assim. to rail*. 
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tafia rum-like liquor obtained from molasses, 
xviii. of uncert. orig. 

tag’ small pendent piece, orig. on a garment xiv 
(implied in tagged), ornamental pendant xvi; 
point of metal, etc. at the end of a lace; some¬ 
thing appended to a piece of writing, etc., brief 
quotation xvm. of unkn. orig. Hence tag vb. xvi 
mark with a tag. 

tag* children's game, otherwise called tig. xvm 
of unkn orig. 

tail' posterior extremity of an animal OE.; in 
various transf. senses from xm. OE. taeg(e)l = 
MLG. tagel twisted whip, rope’s end, OHG, 
zagal. ON. tagl tail, Goth, tagl hair of the head, 
of the camel Gmc. *tazlaz. Hence tail vb. in 
many (esp.) specialized senses from xvi. 

tail* (leg.) limitation of a freehold estate or fee 
to a person, xiv. - (O)F. taille division, partition 
or assessment of a subsidy, tax, f. taillier cut, fix 
the precise form of limit. So tail adj. xv. - AN 
taile, OF. taillie, pp. of taillier. 

tailor xm. ME. taillour, taylo(u)r - AN. taillour, 
(O)F. tailleur cutter Rom. *tdliator, or-, f. 
tdlidre cut *tal(l)iare, f. L. talea rod, twig, 
cutting; see -or1. 

taint A. fattaint xiv; B. tint, dye xvi; stain, blem¬ 
ish xvii. Partly aphetic of attaint; partly - OF. 
teint, taintL. tinctus and teintemedL. tincta, 
sb. uses of pp. of tingere tinge. So taint vb. +con- 
vict xiv; fhit, strike xvi; ftinge, dye xv; affect 
perniciously xvi. 

take pt. took, pp. taken seize (also in earliest use, 
touch), capture, xn. Late OE. str. vb. tacan - ON. 
taka = MDu. taken, rel. by gradation to Goth 
tekan touch; of uncert orig OE. oftacan may 
point to the native currency of tacan 

talbot kind of hound formerly used for hunting, 
(her.) figure of this as borne in the arms of the 
ancient Talbot family, xv (as the proper name 
of a dog xiv). prob. generalized from the family 
name 

talc species of translucent or shining minerals, 
e g. mica. xvi. - F. talc or medL. talcum (whence 
talcum xvi) - Arab, talk - Pers. talk. 

tale A. ttalk. discourse OE.; what is told, story, 
narrative xi; B. reckoning, number xn. OE talu 
= OS. tala (Du. taal speech), OHG. zala (G. zahl 
number), ON. tala talk, tale, number Gmc. 
*talo, f *tal-, as in *taljan tell. Sense B was 
prob. from ON. 

talent A. tinclination, disposition xm; B 
ancient weight and money of account xiv; C. 
mental endowment or aptitude xv. - OF. talent 
will, desire L. talentum in Rom. sense of 
‘inclination of mind’ - Gr. talanton balance, 
weight, sum of money. Sense C is from the use 
of the word in the parable of the talents, Matt. 
25. 14 30. 

tales writ for summoning jurors; list of persons 
so summoned, xvi. - L. tales pi. of talis such in 
phr. tales de circumstantibus such persons from 
those standing about. 

talion retaliation, xv. - (O)F. - L. tdlio, -on-, f. 
talis such; see -ion. So lex talionis principle of 
exacting compensation, ‘eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth’, xvi - L., lex law + g. sg. of talio. 

talisman xvii. - F., Sp. talisman. It. talismano\ 

ult. (prob. via Arab, or Pers.) - late Gr. telesma 
(whence Arab. (ilsam) completion, perform 
ance, religious rite, consecrated object, f. telein, 
complete, perform (a rite), consecrate, f. telos 
end, result. 

talk vb. xin. ME. talk(i)en, f. the base *tal- of 
tale, tell. Hence talk sb., talkative xv. 

tall fseemly, decent, comely; tdoughty, valiant 
xrv (phr. it. of his hands dexterous, formidable 
in arms xvi); high of stature, lofty xvi. repr. OE. 
getael swift, prompt = OS. gital, OHG. gizal 
quick. Comp, tallboy tall-stemmed glass xvii; 

tall chest or bookcase mounted on a high stand 
XVIII. 

tallage tax, levy, orig. one levied by Norman 
kings, xm. - OF taillage, f. taillier cut, de¬ 
termine the form of, limitRom. *talliare. 

tallith garment worn by Jews at prayer, xvii. - 

Rabbinic Heb. tallith, f. tdlal cover, 
tallow harder kinds of fat used for candles, 
soap, etc. xrv. ME. to/j, talow - MLG. talg, talch, 
of unkn orig. 

tally rod of wood marked with notches re¬ 
cording payments xv; reckoning, score xvi; 
counterpart xvii. - AN. tallie = AL. tal(l )ia, for 
L. talea cutting, rod, stick. So tally vb. fscore, 
mark down xv; agree, accord xviii. 

tally-ho huntman’s view-halloo xviii. Cf. F. 
taiaut (xvii), itaho, \theau (xvi). 

Talmud body of Jewish law (Mishnah) and 
commentary on this (Gemara). xvi. - late Heb. 
talmudh instruction, f. Idmadh instruct, 

talon xiv. - (O)F. talon heel Rom. *talo, on-, 
f. talus ankle-bone. 

talus' (fortif.) sloping side of an earthwork xvii; 
(geol.) sloping mass of detritus xix. - (O)F., of 
unkn. orig. 

talus2 (anat.) ankle, astragalus, xviii. - L. 
tamarind fruit of the tree Tamar Indus indica. 
xvi. - medL. tamarindus - Arab, tamr hindidate 
of India. 

tamarisk plant of the genus Tamarix. xv. - 
late L. tamariscus, var. of earlier tamarix. 

tambour drum xv (adopted afresh xviii); cir¬ 
cular frame on which material is stretched xvm; 
(archit., etc.). - F., var of labour tabor. So tam¬ 

bourine t(in uncert. sense) xvi; musical in 
strument made of a hoop with parchment 
stretched over one side and cymbals at the edge 
xvm. - F. tambcurin, dim. of tambour. 

tame adj. OE. tarn = (M)LG., (M)Du. tarn, OHG. 
zam (G. zahm), ON. tamr Gmc. *tamaz, f. IE. 
*dom-, repr. also by L. domare, Gr. daman tame, 
subdue. Hence tame vb. xiv; superseding ME. 
teme, OE. temian. 

tammy see next. 
Tam o’ Shanter round Scotch cap. xix. f. 
name of the hero of Burns’s poem so entitled 
(1790). Abbrev tammy xix. 

tamp to stop with clay, etc.; to ram down hard, 
xix Back-formation from tampion. 

tamper fwork in or temper clay xvi; fscheme, 
plot; deal improperly, meddle with xvii. In all 
senses the earlier form is temper. 

tampion fbung xv; twad for a gun; stopper for 
the muzzle of a gun xvii; plug for the top of an 
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organ-pipe xix. - F. tampon (whence tampon 
xix), var of tapon, of Gmc. orig. 

tan convert (skin) into leather by steeping in an 
infusion of astringent bark OE.; make brown by 
the sun xvi; colloq. (orig. tan a person’s hide) 
thrash xvii. late OE. *tannian, in pp. getanned 
and agent-noun tannere (see -er*), prob. - medL. 
tannarer, reinforced in ME. from OF. vb. tanln)- 
er. Hence sb. crushed bark of oak, etc. for tan¬ 
ning xvii; brown or tawny colour xix. tanner 
OE. tannere (or later - OF. tanere). tannery xv 

tanager bird of the family Thraupidae. xix. alt. 
of Tupi tangara (current in Eng. use xvii-xix). 

tandem two-wheeled vehicle drawn by two 
horses harnessed one in front of the other; the 
horses themselves; bicycle, etc., with seats one 
behind another, xix. orig. si. punning use of L. 
tandem at length (of time), 

tang' A. (dial.) serpent’s tongue, insect’s sting 
xrv; point or spike, spec, of a metal tool xv; B. 
penetrating taste xv; slight smack xvi. of Scand 
orig. (cf. ON. tangi. Da. tange point, spit). 

tang3 sharp ringing note. xvn. perh. imit. 
tang1 large coarse seaweed, xvm. of Scand. orig. 
(Norw., Da. tang, Icel.pang). 

tangent (geom.) adj. touching at a point xvi; sb 
xvi. - L. tangens, -ent-, prp. of tang ere touch. See 
-ent. Hence tangential xvii. 

tangerine applied to a small variety of orange 
obtained from Tangier (Tanger), seaport of 
Morocco, xix. orig. adj. in T. orange; see -ine’. 

tangible touchable xvi; discernible by touch 
xvii; realizable, palpable xviii. - F. tangible or 
late L. tangibilis, f. tangere touch; see -ible. 

tangle1 finvolve (a person) in embarrassment 
xiv; entangle xvi. ME. tangil, -el, var. of tagil, 
of uncert. orig. Hence sb. xvii. 

tangle3 gen. term for the larger seaweeds, xvi 
(earliest Sc.), prob. - Norw. tongul, Faroese tan- 
gul, repr. ON. pgngull. 

tango xx. - Amer. Sp. (locally, dance and music 
for this, and instrument of the tambourine 
kind). 

tangram Chinese geometrical puzzle, xix. of 
unkn. orig. 

tank1 in India, reservoir or water for irrigation, 
etc.; artificial receptacle for liquids in large 
quantities, xvii. - Indian vernacular word such 
as Gujarati tdku, Marathi tdke. Hence tanker 
vessel for conveying oil. xx. 

tank3 armoured military vehicle, xx. So named 
for reasons of secrecy. 

tankard tlarge tub xiv; drinking vessel (esp. 
one-handled) xv. of unkn. orig. 

tannin astringent having the property of con¬ 
verting hide into leather, xix. - F. tanin, f. tan 
tan + -in -in. So tannic xix. - F. tannique. 

tanrec, tenrec insectivorous mammal allied 
to the hedgehog xviii. - F. tanrec - Malagasy 
t(r)andraka. 

tansy herbaceous plant, xv. - OF. tanesie (mod. 
tanaisie), of unkn. orig. 

tantalize xvi. f. L. Tantalus (Gr. Tdntalos), 
name of a mythical king of Phrygia condemned 
to stand in Tartarus up to his chin in water 
which receded as he stooped to drink. 

tantalum (min.) a rare metal, xix. f. Tantalus 
(see rec ), partly with allusion to its non¬ 
absorbent quality. “ 

tantalus genus of storks; spirit stand con¬ 
taining decanters locked up but visible, xix. - L. 
Tantalus (see tantalize). 

tantamount xvn. f. ttantamount sb. equi¬ 
valent, vb. amount to as much - It. tanto 
montare, i.e. tanto as much (:- L. tantum), mon- 
tare amount. 

tantivy fadv. at full gallop; sb. rapid gallop xvn; 
post Restoration high churchman or Tory (from 
a caricature of such clergymen mounted on the 
Church of England and ‘riding tantivy’ to 
Rome), perh. intended to repr. the sound of 
horses galloping, 

tantrum xviii. of unkn. orig. 
tap1 device for drawing liquid from a vessel. OE. 
taeppa = MLG., MDu. tappe (Du. tap), OHG. 
zapho, MHG. zapfe (G zapfen), ON. tappi 
Gmc. *tappan-. Hence tap vb. fit with a tap OE.; 
draw (liquor) with a tap xv. Late OE. tappian. 

tap3 strike lightly, xiii (teppe). Either - (O)F. 
taper or independent imit. formation, 

tape OE. taeppa or taeppe, repr. obscurely by ME. 
tape, of unkn. orig. 

taper wax candle OE.; long wick coated with 
wax for use as a spill xix. OE. tapor, -er, -ur 
- (with dissim. of p. p to t. p) L. papyrus. 
Hence taper adj. becoming continuously nar 
rower in one direction xv; whence taper vb. xvi. 

tapestry xv. alt. of ftapisery, ftapecery (xv) - 
(O)F. tapisserie, f. tapissier tapestry-worker, or 
tapisser cover with carpet, f. tapis carpet, 
cloth Rom. *tappetium, for late L. tapetium - 
Gr. tapition, dim. of tapes, -et- tapestry, 

tapioca prepared flour of the cassava, xviii 
(tipioca). - Tupi-Guarani tipioca, f. tipi residue, 
dregs -i-ok, og squeeze out. 

tapir swine-like animal of tropical America. 
xviii. - Tupi tapira. 

tapis phr. on the t. (xvii), partial tr. F. sur le t. ‘on 
the table-cloth’, under discussion; see tapestry. 

tapster fwoman who draws liquor OE.; man 
who does this xvi (? xv). OE. taeppestre, orig. fern, 
of taeppere, agent-noun of tappian tap1; see 
-ster. 

tar1 dark thick liquid distilled from wood or 
coal. OE. te(o)ru, corr. to MLG. terie) (LG. teer), 
MDu. tar, ter(re), ON. tjara Gmc. *terw-, gen. 
held to be f. *trew- tree, the primary application 
having been to the black oily liquid produced by 
trees such as pines. Hence tarry ( y1) xvi. 

tar3 (colloq.) sailor, xvn (also Jack Tar xviii). 
Short for tarpaulin. 

tarantass 4-wheeled Russian travelling car¬ 
riage. xix. - Russ, tarantds. 

tarantella rapid whirling S. Italian dance. 
xviii. - It., dim. formation on Taranto name of a 
town in Apulia, Italy (the ancient Tarentum). 
The dance was popularly supposed to be a 
remedy for tarantism hysterical malady 
characterized by an impulse to dance (xvii), f. 
Taranto, the malady itself was pop. attributed 
to the bite of the tarantula, 

tarantula large wolf-spider of S. Europe xvi; 
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applied to other spiders xvm. - medL. - It. ta 
rantola, f. Taranto (see prec.), where it is com¬ 
monly found. 

taraxacum (drug prepared from) dandelion, 
xvm. - medL. - Arab. tar(a)ksakuk - Pers. talk 
chakuk ‘bitter herb’. 

tarboosh Muslim cap. xvm. - Egyptian Arab. 
tarbus. 

tardigrade slow-paced xvii; (zool.) belonging 
to the family comprising the sloths xvm. - F. 
tardigrade or L. tardigradus, f. tardus slow + 
■gradus stepping, walking; see next, -grade. 

tardy slow xv; late, behindhand xvii. ME. 
tardif, -ive - (O)F tardif, -ive Rom. *tardivus, 
f. tardus slow; see -ive, -y1. 

tare' (seed of) vetch; in versions of the Bible 
(Matt. 13: 25) rendering L. zizania, Gr. zizania 
injurious weed among corn, darnel, cockle, xiv 
of unkn. orig. 

tare2 weight of the wrapping, receptacle, or 
conveyance containing goods, xv. - F. tare 
waste in goods, deficiency, tare - medL. tara - 
Arab, tarha what is thrown away, f. taraha 
reject. 

targe (arch.) shield, xm. - (O)F. targe, of Gmc. 
orig (cf. OE. targa, targe, ON. targa shield, 
OHG. zarga, (M)HG. zarge edging, border), 

target (hist.) light round shield xiv; object 
marked with concentric circles to be used as a 
butt xvm. dim. of targe (see -et). 

targum Aramaic translation or paraphrase 
of portions of the O.T. xvi. - Aram, targum 
interpretation, f. targem interpret, 

tariff farithmetical table; schedule or system 
of the rates of customs, item of this xvi; gen 
classified list of charges xvm. - F. tarif - It. ta- 
riffa - Turk, tarife - Arab, ta rif, f.'arrafa notify, 
make known. 

tarlatan kind of thin muslin, xvm (tarn ). - F. 
tarlatane, alt. of tarnatane. 

tarmac (xx) registered trademark of a kind of 
tar MACADAM (xix). 

tarn small mountain lake. xiv. ME. terne, 
tame - ON. *tarnu (tjgrn, Sw. dial. t(j)arn, Norw. 
tjorn). 

tarnation damnable, -bly. xvm. var. of dar- 
nation, euph. var. of damnation. 

tarnish xvi. - F. terniss-, extended stem (see 
-ish2) of ternir, of unkn. orig. 

taro tropical food plant, xvm. native Polynesian 
name. 

tarot one of a set of playing-cards, xvi. - F. - It. 
tarocco (pi. -chi), of unkn. orig. 

tarpaulin (sheet of) tarred canvas xvii (-ing)-, 
nickname for a sailor xvii (also ftarpaulian, cf. 
tar2). Presumed to be f. tar' + pall1 +-ing1. 

tarpon large game-fish. xvii. - Du. tarpoen, of 
unkn. orig. 

tarragon xvi. Given first as repr. medL. tra- 
gonia and tarchon, the latter of which goes back 
to medGr. tarkhdn, which may be an Arab, 
deformation of Gr drakon. 

tarry fdefer, retard; delay, linger xiv. In earliest 
use identical in form with ME. tary vex, harass, 
repr. OE. *tsergan, tergan, and OF. tarier pro¬ 
voke, excite, of unkn. orig.; but the sense is 
against identity. 
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tarsia mosaic inlaid wood. xvii. - It. tarsia, of 
unkn. orig. 

tarsus (anat.) posterior parts of the foot. xvii. - 

Gr. torsos flat of the foot. 
tart1 piece of pastry (now open) with fruit or 
jam filling, xrv. - OF. tarte, of unkn. orig. 
tart3 fpainful OE.; sharp to the taste xrv; sharp 
or biting in tone xvn. OE. teart, of unkn. orig. 

tartan (orig. Sc.) woollen cloth woven in stripes 
crossing at right angles, xvi. perh. - OF. 
tertaine, var. of tiretaine cloth half wool, half 
linen or cotton, of unkn. orig. 

tartar deposit of acid potassium tartrate ad¬ 
hering to the sides of wine casks, xrv. - medL. 
tartarum - medGr. tdrtaron, or unkn. orig. 
Hence (or - F.) tartaric xvin. 

tartrate (chem.) salt of tartaric acid. xvm. - F., 
f. tartre tartar; see -ate2. 

task xm. - ONF. tasque, var. of OF. tasche (mod. 
tdche) - medL. tasca, alt. of taxa, f. L. taxdretax. 

tass cup, small goblet, xv. - (O)F. tasse - Arab. 
tass(a) basin - Pers. tost. 

tassel fclasp, fibula xm; pendent ornament con¬ 
sisting of a knob with fringe attached xiv. - OF. 
tas(s)el, of unkn. orig. 

taste fexamine by touch, try, test; experience or 
try the flavour of xm; have a particular flavour 
xvi. - OF. taster (mod. tdter) touch, feel, try, 
taste Rom. *tastare. supposed to be blend of 
L. tangere touch and gustare taste. So taste sb. - 
OF. tost, f. the vb. Hence tasty (-Y1) pleasant to 
taste, xvi (in untasty). 

tat (in phr. tit for tat) see tit8. 

tatter (chiefly pi.) irregularly torn piece. First 
recorded in tatarwagges (c. 1400), but implied in 
earlier tattered orig. fclothed in slashed gar¬ 
ments, tatering slashing of garments (xiv). - ON. 
*taturr (Icel. toturr, Norw. dial, totra), pi. tQtrar 
rags, rel. to OE. taettec rag, and prob. further to 
OHG. zaeter rag. 

tatterdemalion ragged fellow, xvii. f tatter 

or tattered (see prec.) + an obscure el. 

tatting kind of knotted lace work. xix. of unkn. 

orig. 

tattle tfalter, stammer xv, talk idly or without 
reticence xvi. - MFlem tatelen (parallel to 
MFlem., MDu.. MLG. tateren), of imit. orig.; see 
-LE3. 

tattoo1 signal by beat of drum, etc., for soldiers 
to return to quarters xvii; military en¬ 
tertainment based on an elaboration of this 
xvm. orig. tap-too, -tow - Du taptoe, f. tap 
tap1 + toe, for doe toe ‘do to’, shut; the primary 
application seems to have been to a signal for 
the turning off of the taps of barrels of drink. 

tattoo2 designs on the skin made by puncturing 
it and inserting pigments, xvm (tattow). of 
Polynesian orig. Hence vb. xvm. 

taunt fin phr. taunt pour (or for) taunt tit for tat 
in reply; tsmart rejoinder, witty jibe; scornful 
reproach or challenge xvi. orig. - F. phr tant 
pour tant ‘so much for so much’, like for like (L. 
tantum, n. of tantus so great). Hence taunt vb. 
fanswer back; reproach scornfully, xvi. 

tauromachy bullfighting, bullfight, xix. - Gr. 
tauromakhia, f. tauros bull f makhe fighting; 
see -Y3. 
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taut ftense, distended xiv; tightly drawn xvn. 
For earlier taught, alt. of tought, ME. touht, 
to3t, prob. identical with the common var. tought 
of tough, with the sense influenced by assoc, 
with to3-, pp. stem of tee, OE. teon draw, pull 

tautology xvx. - late L. tautologia - Gr. tau¬ 
tology, f. tautoldgos repeating what has been 
said (whence tautologous xviii), f. tauto the 
same + -logos saying; see -logy. 

tavern xiii. - (O)F. taverneL. taberna. 
taw' prepare or dress (raw material), spec, in 
the conversion of skins into leather OE. tawian, 
rel. to MLG., MDu. touwen, OHG. zouwen, Goth. 
taujan Gmc. *tawojan, *tawjan do, make, 
prepare. 

taw* large choice or fancy marble, xviii. of 
unkn. orig. 

tawdry fshort for t. lace; cheap and pretentious 
finery; hence adj. of the nature of this. xvii. orig. 
in Seynt Audries lace, tawdrie lace (xvi) ‘lace’ or 
necktie such as was sold at St. Audrey’s fair in 
remembrance of St. Audrey, i.e. Etheldrida, or 
ACftelOryO (daughter of Anna, king of East Anglia, 
and patron saint of Ely), who died of a tumour 
in the throat which she regarded as a just 
retribution for her youthful fondness for splen¬ 
did necklaces. 

tawny xrv. - AN. taune, OF. tane dark like tan, 
f. tan tan. Cf. -Y*. 

taws(e) (chiefly Sc.) whip for a spinning top; 
leather thong used for chastisement, xvi. pi. of 
taw tawed leather, thong, f. taw'. 

tax determine the amount of (a fine, etc.) xm; 
impose a tax on xiv; censure, take to task xvi. - 
(O)F. taxer - L. taxare. Hence sb. compulsory 
contribution, xiv. So taxation xrv. - (O)F. - L. 

taxi short (xx) for taxi<ab, which is for taxi¬ 
meter cab cab fitted with a taximeter (xix) auto¬ 
matic contrivance to indicate distance 
traversed and fare due, - F taximetre, f. taxe 
tariff + -metre -meter. Hence taxi vb. travel by 
taxi; (of aircraft), xx. 

taxidermy xix. f. Gr. taxis ar¬ 
rangement + derma skin; see -y*. Hence taxi¬ 

dermist xix. 
taxonomy scientific classification, xix. - F. 
taxonomie, irreg. f. Gr. taxis arrangement; see 
-NOMY. 

tazza shallow ornamental bowl. xix. - It. tazza 
= (O)F. tasse tass. 

T.B. xx. abbrev. of tubercle bacillus, colloq. of 
tuberculosis. 

te, ti seventh note of the scale in solmization. 
xix. alt. of si. 

tea xvii (early forms also lay, tey). prob. 
immed. - Du. thee - Chinese (Amoy) t'e, in 
Mandarin dial, ch a, whence earlier cha(a), chia 
(xvi). 

teach pt., pp. taught tshow; show by way of in¬ 

formation or instruction. OE. txcan *taikjan, 
rel. to tacen token. 

teak (wood of) large E. Indian tree. xvii. - Pg. 
teca - Malayalam tekka 

teal small freshwater duck. xiv. rel. to MLG. 
telink, MDu. tiling, teiling (D. teling); ult. imit. 
of its call. 

team A. tchild-bearing, toffspring, (dial.) 

family, brood OE.; B. set of draught animals OE.; 
number of persons in concerted action xvi; |C. 
(leg.) vouching to warranty OE.; D. (dial., after 
ON. taumr) chain for yoking draught animals 
xrv. OE. team = OS. tom, OHG. zoum (G. zaum), 
ON taumr bridle, rein Gmc. *taumaz, prob 
for *tau3maz, f. *tauy- draw, rel. to L. ducere. 
Hence teamster xvm (ong. U S ), 

teapoy three-legged stand, xix. - Hindi tin, in 
comb, tir three + Pers. pay foot. 

tear1 drop of fluid shed by the eye OE. tear = 
OHG. zah(h)ar (G. zahre, orig. pi.), ON. tar, 
Goth, tagrIE. *dakru-, repr. also by Gr. dakru, 
ddkruma (whence OL. dacruma, L. lacruma, 
-ima), W. deigr, Ir. der. 

tear* pt. tore, pp. torn pull asunder by force. OE. 
str. vb. teran = OS. terian, MLG., (M)Du. teren, 
OHG. zeran (G. zehren) destroy, consume, Goth. 
distairan, the IE. base *der- is repr. by Gr. derein 
flay, Skr. drndti bursts, tears, 

tease A. separate the fibres of (wool, etc.) OE., 
B. irritate by persistent action xvii. OE. txsan 
= (M)LG., MDu. tezen (Du. teezen), OHG. zeisan 
(G. dial, zeisen)WGmc. *taisjan (*taisan). _ 

teasel, teazle plant of the genus Dipsacus; the 
prickly flower heads of which are used for teas¬ 
ing cloth. OE. txs(e)l = OHG. zeisala (MHG. zei- 
sel), f. base of *taisan tease; see -el', -le1. 

teat nipple of breast or udder, xm. ME. tete - 
OF. tete (later and mod. tette), prob. of Gmc. 
origin (see tit1, which it repl. in the standard 
lang.). 

tec (si.) short for detective, xix. 

technic, technical pert, to art or an art. 
xvii. - L technicus - Gr. tekhnikos, f. tekhne art, 
craft; see -ic, -ical. So technique xix. - F., sb. 
use of adj technology scientific study of the 
arts; technical terminology, xvii. - Gr. tekh 
nologid; whence technological xvii. 

tectonic pert, to building or construction. 
xvii. - lateL. tectonicus - Gr. tektonikos, f. tekton, 
-ton- carpenter. 

ted (dial.) spread out for drying, scatter, xv. - 
ON. tedja, rel. to tad dung, toddi small piece, 
OHG. (G dial) zetten spread, 

teddy pet-form (see -y*) of Edward, Edmund, 
Theodore, teddy bear stuffed figure of a bear, 
with ref. to Theodore Roosevelt, president of 
U.S.A, 1901 9. teddy boy, with ref. to Edward 
VII of England (1901-10), the style of costume of 
whose reign is imitated by the boys so named. 

Te Deum opening words of the canticle be¬ 
ginning Te Deum laudamus ‘Thee God we 
praise’, recited at matins in the Western 
Church, xrv. 

tedious xv. - OF. tedieus or late L. txdiosus, 
f. L. txdium (whence tedium xvii) weariness, 
disgust; see -ious. 

tee1 letter T or T-shaped object, xv. 
tee* starting-place at golf, xviii. Clipped form of 
earlier tteaz (xvii). of unkn. orig. 

tee* mark on the ice at curling, xviii. of unkn. 
orig. (perh. identical with tee'). 

tee-hee see tehee. 

teem fbring forth OE.; be prolific, abound with 
xvi. OE. (Angl.) teman, (WS.) tieman 
*taumjan, f. Gmc. *taumaz team. 
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-teen OE. *-tlene, -tene, -tyne = OS. -tein, OHG. 
-zehan, Goth, -taihun (Du. -tien, G. -zehn), in¬ 
flected form of ten added to cardinals from 
three to nine. Based on these are the ordinals in 
-teenth (th2) ME. -tenpe, alt. (by assim. to ten) 

of -tet>e, OE. -teo{go)da, corr. to OHG. -zehanto 
(Du. tiende, G. zehnte), ON. -tandi. Hence teen¬ 

age, -ager xx. 
teeny expressive alt. of tiny. xix. 

teethe cut teeth, xv. f. teeth, pi. of tooth. 

teetotal pert, to total abstinence, xix Said to 
have been first used by one Richard Turner, of 
Preston, Lancashire, about September 1833, in 
a speech advocating total abstinence from in 
toxicating liquors, in preference to abstinence 
from ardent spirits only. Perh. based on tee 
totally wholly, entirely (xix; U.S.), a streng¬ 
thened form of totally (quasi T-totally). 

teetotum top with four sides lettered to decide 
the spinner’s luck. xvm. orig. T totum, formed 
by prefixing to L. totum all, the whole, its initial 
T, which stood on one of the four sides, the other 
letters A, D, N, standing for L. aufer, depone, 
nihil 

teg sheep (formerly ewe) in its second year. xvi. 
ME. *tegge, *tagge in place-names repr. OE 
*tegga, *tagga, parallel to OSw. takka, Sw. tacka 
ewe. 

tegument covering, envelope, xv. - L. tegu- 
mentum, f. tegere cover; see -ment. 

tehee repr. light (derisive) laughter, xiv. 
telaesthesia perception at a distance, xix. f. 
Gr. tele tele- + aisthesis perception; see -ia'. 

tele-, before a vowel prop, tel-, but more often in 
the full form; pref. repr. Gr. tele-, comb, form of 
tele afar, far off (rel. to telos end). Comp.: tele¬ 

graph t semaphore, signalling apparatus xvm; 
apparatus for conveying a message to a distance 
by electricity xrx. - F. telegraphe. Hence tele¬ 

gram xix, telegraphy, telegraphic xvm. tele¬ 

pathy communication from mind to mind 
without aid of the senses, xix (Gr. -patheia feel¬ 
ing, perception), telephone xix (see -phone); 

hence telephonic, telephonist xix. tele¬ 

printer xx. telescope xvn. - It. telescopio or 
modL. telescopium (see -scope); hence vb. (orig 
U S. xix) cause to move into another object or 
collapse like the sliding parts of a telescope, 
telescopic xvm. television xx. Telex xx. f. 
te/eprinter + exchange. 

teleo-, before a vowel tele-, repr. teleo-, comb, 
form of Gr. tele(i)os perfect, complete, f. telos 
end, as in teleology doctrine of final causes, 
xvm. - modL. teleologia. 

tell pt., pp. told A. mention in order, narrate 
OE.; B. make known, declare; inform; relate 
OE.; (arch., exc. in all told, untold wealth, tell 
one’s heads), mention numerically, count OE.; 
be of account (e.g. in telling ppl. adj.) xvii. OE. 
tellan = OS.te//ian,(M)LG.,(M)Du.te//en,OHG. 
zellen (G. zdhlen reckon, count), ON. telja 
Gmc. *taljan, f. *tald tale. Hence teller one 
who relates xiii; one who keeps tally xv; one 
selected to count votes xvii. 

tellurium (min.) one of the rarer elements, 
xvm. f. L. tellus. tellur- earth + -ium. 

telpher travelling unit in a system of tel¬ 

pherage, transport effected automatically by 
electricity, xix contr. form of *telephore, f. 
tele- -+■ Gr. -phoros bearing, 

telson (zool.) last segment of some crustaceans, 
etc. xix. - Gr. telson limit, 

temerarious unreasonably bold or venturous, 
xvi. f. L. temerarius fortuitous, rash, f. temere 
blindly, rashly, orig. instr. abl. o{*temus, *temer- 
darkness, see -arious So temerity xv. - L. 

temper fdue mixture of elements xrv; chiefly in 
various senses of temperament and temperature 
from xv; mental balance xvii; frame of mind; 
(outburst oU ill humour xix f. temper vb 
tmingle, blend; restrain, tregulate OE.; impart 
due hardness, etc. to (steel) xrv. OE. temprian 
(= OS. ternperon) - L temper are mingle, re¬ 
strain oneself, perh. orig. combine in due pro 
portion, and rel. to tempus, temper- time, due 
season. So tempera painting in distemper, 
xix. - It. in phr. pingere a tempera, f. temperare - 
L. temperament fdue mixture of elements xv; 
combination of the four cardinal humours xvii; 

natural disposition xix. - L. temper amentum. 
temperance self-restraint xiv; spec, in food and 
drink xvi. - AN. temperaunce - L. temperantia. 
temperate moderate xiv; of the zones between 
the torrid and frigid xvi. - L. temperatus, pp. 
of temperare', see -ate’, temperature fmixture; 
ftemperament xvi; state with regard to heat and 
cold xvii. - F. or L. 

tempest xiii. - OF. tempeste (mod. tempete) and 
tempest Rom. *tempesta and *tempestum, for 
L. tempestas season, weather, storm, f. tempus 
time, season. So tempestuous xvi. - late L. 
tempestuosus. 

templar A. member of an order of knights orig. 
occupying a building on or near the site of the 
Temple of Solomon at Jerusalem xiii; B. bar¬ 
rister of the Inner or the Middle Temple, Lon¬ 
don xvi. - AN. templer, (O)F. templier - medL. 
templarius or templdris, f. lemplum temple1; see 
-AR. 

template see templet. 

temple1 sacred edifice. OE. temp(e)l (reinforced 
in ME. by (O)F. temple) L. templum space 
marked out by an augur for taking observa¬ 
tions, broad open space, consecrated space, 
sanctuary; of uncert. orig. 

temple2 flat part of the head between forehead 
and either ear. xiv - OF. temple (mod. tempe) 
Rom. *tempula, alt. of L. tempora, pi. of tempus. 

temple* weaver’s stretcher, xv. - F., ult. ident¬ 
ical with temple2. ' 

templet plate of timber xvii; pattern xix. prob. 
f. temple* + -et; now usu. template (by assoc, 
with plate). 

tempo (mus.) relative speed or rate of move¬ 
ment. xvm. - It.L. tempus time. 

temporal1 ftemporary; pert, to human life, 
wordly; secular xiv; (gram., pros.) relating to 
time or tense xvii. - (O)F. temporel or L. tem¬ 
poralis, f. tempus, tempor- time; see -al1. So tem¬ 
porality ftemporal things xiv; material 
possessions xv. - late L. tempordlitds. tem¬ 
porary xvi. - L. temporarius. temporize xvi. 
- F. temporiser pass one’s time, wait one’s time 
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- medL. temporizdre. Hence temporalty (ty3) 
temporal things; laity, xrv. 

temporal3 pert, to the temples, xvi. - late L. 
temporalis, f. tempora, see temple3, -al’. 

tempt test, try (surviving in tempt God, fate, 
fortune, the sea, etc ); try to attract, entice, xm. - 
OF. tempter, learned form beside tenter L. 
temptare feel, try the strength of, test. So temp¬ 
tation xm. - OF. - L. 

ten OE. (Angl.) ten(e), (WS.) tien(e) = OS. tehan 
(Du. tien), OHG. zehan (G. zehn), ON. tiu, Goth 
taihun Gmc. *texan, beside *teyun IE. 
*dekm, whence also L. decern, Gr. deka, OS1. 
desqti, Skr. ddsa. So tenth ME. tenpe (xii), alt., 
by assim. to ten, of tethe, OE. teogoda (see -th3). 

tenable xvi. - (O)F., f. tenir hold, see -able. 
tenace at whist, combination of next above and 
next below the opponents’ highest card. xvii. - 
F. - Sp. tenaza lit. pincers, tongs L. tendcia, f. 
tendx (see next). 

tenacious xvi. f. L. tendx, tenac-, f. tenere hold; 
see next and ious. So tenacity xvi. - (O)F. or 
L. tendcitds. 

tenant xiv. - (O)F., sb. use of prp. of tenir hold - 
(with change of coi\j.) L. tenere, rel. to tendere 
stretch, tend3; see -ant. Hence tenantry xiv. 

tench freshwater fish. xiv. - OF. tenche (mod. 
tanche)late L. tinea. 

tend' orig. in various senses of attend and in¬ 
tend xiv; now only in gen. use, take care of. be 
in charge of, look after xv. Aphetic of attend 
and fentend, intend. Hence tender* fattendant, 
ministrant xv; boat attending a larger one xvii; 

car attached to a locomotive xix; one who has 
charge of a bar, etc. xix. Partly f. attender (xv), 
partly immed. f. tend1 + -er’. 

tend3 have a disposition to or towards, xiv. - 
(O)F. tendre L. tendere stretch, extend, aim 
(at). 

tendency xvii. - medL. tendentia, f. L. tendens, 
-ent-, prp. of tendere stretch, etc. (see prec.); see 
ency. Hence tendential (lix), tendentious 

(xx) having a (purposed) tendency, 
tender’ easily broken or injured xm; having 
delicacy of feeling; susceptible to moral or spiri¬ 
tual influences xvi. - (O)F. tendre L. tener 
tender, delicate. 

tender3 offer for acceptance, xvi. - (O)F. tendre 
L. tendere stretch, hold forth (cf. tend3). 

Hence sb. xvi. 
tendon xvi. - F. tendon or medL. tendo, -on-, f. 

L. tendere stretch, tr. Gr. tenon sinew, sb. use of 
aorist ppl. of teinein stretch, 

tendril slender thread-like appendage of a 
plant, xvi. prob. alt., after F. dim. ttendrillon, of 
ttendron young shoot, (pi.) cartilages of the ribs 
(xiv) - (O)F. tendron tender part or shoot, car¬ 
tilage Rom. * tener umen shoots, f. L. tener 
TENDER*. 

tenebrae Holy Week devotion (matins and 
lauds) at which candles lighted at the beginning 
are successively put out. xvii. - L. (pi.) darkness, 

tenement ftenure; holding xiv; dwelling-place 
xv. - OF. tenement (mod. tenement) - medL. 
tenementum, f. L. tenere hold; see -ment. 

tenet xvii. - L. tenet (he) holds, 3rd pres. sg. of 
tenere hold. 

tepid 

tenne (her.) tawny, xvi. - obs. F. tenne, var, of 
tanne tawny. 

tennis ball game played with rackets in a 
walled court xiv; short for lawn t., xix. ME. 
tenetz, tene(y)s, tenyse, usu. taken to be - (O)F. 
tenez, imper. of tenir hold, take, presumably the 
server’s call to his opponent. 

tenon xv. - F., f. tenir hold. 
tenor A. general sense of a discourse, etc. xm; 
continuous progress xrv; tquality, condition 
xvi; B. (mus.) voice or part between alto and 
bass xiv. ME. ten(o)ur - AN. tenur, OF. tenour 
(mod. teneur course, import) - L. tenor, dr- con¬ 
tinuous course, substance, import of a law, etc., 
f. tenere hold; see -or3. Sense B. was in OF. tenor 
(mod. tenor) - It. tenore and medL. tenor, the 
sense (‘holding or continuous part’) is due to the 
allotting of the melody to that part. 

tenrec see tanrec. 
tense1 ttime; (gram.) form of a verb indicating 
time. xiv. - OF. tens (mod. temps) L. tempus 
time. 

tense3 drawn tight xvii; highly strung xix. - L. 
tens us, pp. of tendere stretch, tend3. So tensile 
ductile xvii; pert, to tension xix. - medL. ten¬ 
sion xvi., - F. or L. Hence tensor ( or1) (anat.) 
muscle that tightens some part xvni; (math.) in 
quaternions xix. 

tent' portable shelter of canvas, etc. xm. 
- (O)F. tente Rom. *tenta n. pi. used as fern, of 
*tentum, for L. tentorium tent, f. tent-, pp. stem 
of tendere stretch, tend3, based on the use of 
phr. pelles tendere stretch out skins, in the sense 
‘pitch tents’. Hence tent vb., tented (see -ed1’3) 
xvii. 

tent3 fprobe; roll of material for searching a 
wound xrv. - (O)F. tente, f. tenter L. temptare 
feel, try, tempt. 

tent* deep-red Spanish wine, xvi (tynt). - Sp. 
tinto dark-coloured L. tinctus, pp. of tingere, 
dye, tinge. 

tentacle xvm. f. L. tentare, var. of temptare feel, 
try, tempt; see -cle. 

tentative xvn (tentatively xvi). - medL. ten¬ 
tative, f. pp. stem of L. tentare', see prec. and 
-ATIVE. 

tenter wooden frame on which cloth is 
stretched, xiv. - AN. *tentur - medL. tentorium, 
f. pp. stem tent- of L. tendere stretch, tend3. 
Comb, tenterhook (xv) hook fixed on a tenter, 
in gen. use now only in fig. phr. on tenterhooks 
(xvi). 

tenth see ten. 
tenuis (phon.) voiceless stop. xvn. - L. tenuis 
thin. 

tenuity thinness, meagreness. xvi. - L. tenui- 
tas, f. tenuis thin; see -ity. So tenuous xvi; see 
-ous. 

tenure holding of a tenement, condition under 
which it is held. xv. - OF. tenure, f. tenir hold; 
See TENANT, -URE. 

teocalli place of worship of the ancient 
Mexicans, xvii. - Nahuatl, f. teotl god + cu/h 
house. 

tepee wigwam, xix. of Siouan orig. 
tepid xrv. - L. tepidus, f. tepere be warm; see -id'. 
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ter- - L. ter thrice, used occas. in comp, xvn; 
spec, in chem. (xix), now superseded by tri-. 

teratology account of marvels xvii; (biol.) 
study of abnormalities xix. f. Gr. teras, terato- 
marvel, prodigy + -logy. 

terce var. of tierce, usual in the name of the 
canonical hour, xiv (terse). 

tercel, tiercel male hawk. xiv. - OF. tercel - 
Rom. *tertiolus, f. tertius third; perh. so named 
because it was believed that the third egg of a 
clutch produced a male bird, 

tercet (pros.) set of three lines rhyming 
together, xvi. - F. - It. terzetto, f. terzo (:- L. 
tertius third) + -etto -et. 

terebinth tree Pistacia terebinthus, the source 
of turpentine, xiv. - OF. t(h)erebinte (mod. tere- 
binthe) or its source L. terebinthus - Gr. 
terebinthos. 

teredo boring mollusc, esp. ship-worm. xvn. - 
L. teredo - Gr tereddn, f. base *ter- of teirein rub 
hard, wear away, bore. 

terete smooth and round (spec, in nat. hist.) 
xvii. - L. teres, teret-. 

tergiversation desertion of a cause, etc.; 
contradictory behaviour, xvi. - L. ter giver sat id, 
-on-, f. tergiversari (whence tergiversate xvii), 
f. tergum back + vers-, pp. stem of vertere turn, 

term limit in time, period xiii; (pi.) limiting con¬ 
ditions xiv; form in which a matter or subject is 
expressed, expression. - (O)F. terme L. ter¬ 
minus limit, boundary. So terminal pert, to a 
boundary xv; situated at or forming the end xix; 
sb. terminal element xix. - L.; see -al‘. ter¬ 
minate tdetermine xvi; bring to an end xvn. f. 
pp. stem of L. terminbre\ see -ate3, termination 
■(■determination; end xv; (gram.) ending xvi. - 
(O)F. or L. terminology system of terms, xix - 
G. terminologie terminus pi. -i finishing point 
xvii; end of a line of railway xix. - L. 

termagant (T-) deity attributed to Muslims, 
etc., represented in mystery plays as an over 
bearing character xiii; violent domineering per¬ 
son (esp. woman) xvi. Earlier form tervagaunt, 
later term- (xiv) - OF. Tervagan(t) - It. Tri- 
vigante, -vag-, expl. as f. L. tri- + vagdns, -ant-, 
prp. of vagdri wander and so designating the 
moon wandering under the names of Selene 
(Luna), Artemis (Diana), and Persephone (Pro¬ 
serpina), in heaven, earth, and hell respectively, 

termite xvin. - late L. termes, termit- wood¬ 
worm, alt. of tarmes woodworm (perh. by assim. 
to ter ere rub). 

termor one who holds property for a term of 
years, xiv. - AN. termer, f. terme term; see -er2. 

tern sea-bird of the genus Sterna, xvm. of 
uncert. orig. 

ternary threefold, triple, xiv. - L. ternarius, f. 
terni three at a time, three by three, f. ter thrice; 
see -ary. So ternate ( ate2) xviii. 

terpene (chem.) hydrocarbon found in es 
sential oils. xix. f. terp- in terpentine, obs. form 
of TURPENTINE + -ENE. 

Terpsichorean pert, to dancing, xix. f. Gr 
Terpsikhore muse of dancing and of the dra¬ 

matic chorus, f. terpein delight + khords dance, 

chorus; see -ean. 

terra - L., It. ‘earth’, as in terracotta unglazed 

pottery, xvm. - It. ‘baked earth’ (cottaL. cocta, 
fern. pp. of coquere cook); t. firm a fmainland; 
dry land. xvii. - L., ‘firm land’ (fern, of firmus 
firm); t. incognita unexplored territory, xvn. - 

L., unknown land’, terrae filius person of ob¬ 
scure parentage xvi; (Univ. of Oxford) formerly 
orator privileged to make humorous comments 
at a public act xvn. - L., son of the earth’, 

terrace tgallery, balcony; raised level walk, 
xvi. - OF. terrace, (also mod.) -asse frubble, plat¬ 
form Rom. *terraceus, -acea, f. L. terra earth, 
see -ACEOus, 

terrain xvm. - F. - pop. L. *terranum, var. of 
L. terrenum terrene. 

terramare ammoniacal earth found in the 
valley of the Po, Italy, xix. - F. - It. dial, terra- 
mara, for terra marna, i.e. terra earth + marna 
MARL. 

terrapin xvii. of Algonquian orig. 
terraqueous composed of, living in, land and 
water, chiefly in t. globe, xvii. f. medL. terr- 
aqueus, f. terra earth + aqua water, 

terrene earthly, xiv. - AN. - L. terrenus, f. terra 
earth. 

terreplein (fortif.) sloping bank behind a wall 
or rampart xvi; level base for a battery xvn. - 
F. terreplein - It. terrapieno, f. terrapienare ‘fill 
with earth’, f. terra (:- L. terra earth) +pieno 
(:- L. plenus) full. 

terrestrial earthly, mundane xv; pert, to the 
earth xvi. f. L. terrestris, f. terra earth; see -ial. 

terret circular ring as part of horse-harness, 
etc xv. ME. tyret, var. of toret - OF. to(u)ret, 
dim. of tour circuit, circumference, tour; see 
-ET. 

terrible exciting terror xv; very violent, 
severe, or bad, excessive, xvi. - (O)F. - L. terri- 
bilis, f. ten ere frighten; see -ble. 

terrier' register of landed property, xv. - OF. 
terrier, sb. use of adj. medL terrarius, f. L. 
terra land 

terrier2 small breed of dog. So called from its 
pursuing the quarry into its earth, xv. - early 
modF. terrier - medL. terrarius, cf. prec. 

terrific causing terror, xvii. - L. terrificus, f. 
terrere, frighten; see -fic. So terrify xvi. - L. 
terrificare. 

terrine see tureen 

territory xv. - L. territorium, f. terra land. So 
territorial xvm. - late L. 

terror xiv. - OF. terrour (mod. terreur) L. 
terror, -or-. So terrorism, -ist xvm. - F. ter¬ 
rorisms, -iste. 

terry loop raised in pile weaving left uncut, 
xvm. of unkn. orig. 

tersanctus (liturg.) sanctus. xix. See ter-. 

terse tsmoothed, polished, neat; polite, refined 
xvii; neatly concise xvm. - L. tersus, pp. of ter- 
gere wipe. 

tertian (of a fever) of which the paroxysms 
occur every third (i.e. alternate) day; also sb. 
xiv. - L. tertianus, f. tertius third; see -ian. So 
tertiary pert, to (a member oD the third series, 
order, etc. xvi. - L. tertiarius. tertium quid (old 
chem.) third substance distinct from its two 
components, xvm. - late L., n. of tertius + quid, 
n. of quis somebody. 
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terza rima It. form of verse rhyming aba, 
bcb, cdc, of the ‘Divina Commedia’ of Dante 
xix. - It., fern, of terzo third, rima rhyme, 

tessellated formed with a mosaic pattern, xvn. 
f. L. tessellatus (or the derived It. tessellato), f. 
tessella, dim. of tessera', see next, -ate2, -ed'. 

tessera small quadrilateral tablet, esp. as used 
in mosaic; (hist.) square tablet on which watch¬ 
word, etc., was written; hence (gen.) symbol, 
token, xvn. - L. - Gr. tessera, n. of tesseres, Ionic 
var. of tessares four. 

test A. cupel used in treating gold and silver 
alloys or ore xiv (rare before xvi); B. trial, exam¬ 
ination xvi. - OF. test pot (mod. tet cupel) L. 
testu, testum, by-form of testa tile, in B mainly f. 
the vb Hence test vb. xvn (first in pp.). 

testaceous (zool.) having a shell; shell-like 
xvii. f. L. testaceus, f. testa tile, earthen pot, shell; 
see -aceous. 

testament fcovenant between God and man; 
each of the two divisions of the Holy Scripture 
or Bible xiii; will disposing of property and ap¬ 
pointing an executor xiv. - L. testamentum, f. 
testari bear witness, make a will, f. testis wit¬ 
ness; see ment So testamentary xv. - L. tes¬ 
tator xv. - AN. testatour - L. testator. 

tester canopy over a bed. xiv. - medL. testerium, 
testrum, testura f. Rom. * testa head (L. testa 
tile). 

testicle xv. - L. testiculus, dim. of testis witness 
(the organ being evidence of virility). So tes¬ 
ticular xvn. 

testify xiv. - L. testificare, -dri, f. testis witness; 
see -FY. 

testimony xiv. - L. testimonium, f. testis wit¬ 
ness; see -MONY. So testimonial adj. & sb. xv. - 
(Q)F. or late L.; see -al1. 

testis (anat.) testicle, xvii. - L. 
testudo screen for the protection of armed 
forces, xvii. L. testudo lit. ‘tortoise’, f. testa tile, 
pot, shell. 

testy theadstrong, impetuous xiv; prone to be 
easily irritated xvi. ME. testif - AN., f. OF. teste 
(mod. tete) head L. testa tile, pot, shell, (Rom.) 
head; see ive. 

tetanus spasm and rigidity of the muscles, xvi 
(in late ME. anglicized tetane). - L. - Gr. tetanos, 
f. base of teinein stretch. 

tetchy xvi. prob. f. tecche, var. of tache spot, 
blemish, fault - OF. tec he, (also mod.) tache\ see 
-Y1. 

tete-a-tete xvn. - F., ‘head to head’, 
tether sb. xiv. - ON. tjodr, corr. to MLG., MDu. 
tuder, tudder (Du. tuier), repr. Gmc. *teudr-, f. 
*teu- fasten. Hence vb. xv. 

tetra-, before a vowel tetr-, repr. Gr. tetra-, 
comb, form of tettares, tettara four, as in tetra- 
chord xvii. tetragon four-angle figure, xvn. - 
Gr.; whence tetragonal ( al') xvi. tetra- 
grammaton Heb. word written JHVH Jeho 
vah. xiv. - Gr., f. gramma, -at- letter, 
tetrahedron four-sided figure, xvi. - late Gr. 
tetralogy series of four related dramas, xvii. - 
Gr. tetralogia. tetrameter (pros.) element of 
four measures, xvii. - late L. tetrametrus - Gr. 
tetrametros. tetrastich strophe of four lines 

xvi. - L. tetrastichon - Gr. tetrastikhon. tetra¬ 
syllable xvi. - Gr. tetrasullabos. 

tetrad group of four. xvii. - Gr. tetrds, tetrad-, f. 
tettares four; see -ad 

tetrarch ruler of one of four divisions of a 
country, subordinate ruler, xrv. - late L. tet- 
rarcha, classL. -es - Gr. tetrarkhes, f. tetra- 
+ -arkhes ruling. So tetrarchy xv. 

tetter pustular eruption of the skin. OE. teter, 
cogn. with Skr. dadru- skin disease, f. drndti 
bursts; cf. OHG. zittaroh. 

Teuton member of a people of unknown race 
reckoned among the peoples of Germania. 
xviii. - L. Teutoni, Teutones (pi.), f. IE. base 
meaning ‘people’, ‘country’, ‘land’. So Teutonic 
pert, to this people, later identified with Ger¬ 
manic. xvii. - F. teutonique - L. Teutonicus. 
Comb, form Teut(o)- xix. 

text wording of a passage; short passage used as 
a motto, subject of discourse, etc. xiv; theme 
xvii. ME. text{e), tixt(e) - ONF. tixte, (also 
modF.) texte - L. textus tissue, style of literary 
work, in medL. the Gospel, written character, f. 
pp. stem of texere weave. 

textile adj. and sb. woven (fabric), xvn. - F. 
textile or L. textilis, f. pp. stem of texere weave, 

textual twell-read in texts; pert, to the or a text, 
esp. of the Scriptures, xiv. - (O)F. textuel, f. texte 
TEXT. 

texture fweaving xv; character of a textile 
fabric, also fig. xvii. - L. textura, f. text-, pp. stem 
of texere weave. 

-th1 suffix denoting action or process, formed on 
vb.-stems (1) in words such as bath, birth, death, 
of Gmc. age, (2) in others of later emergence, as 
growth, spilth, (3) in OE. words of quality or 
condition, in -6u, -do (:- Gmc. -ifio), based on 
adjs., as breadth, filth, health, mirth, truth. 

-th* suffix or ordinal numbers from fourth up¬ 
wards, repr. OE. -{o)da, -(o)de; with the tens 
{twenty, etc.) the ending is -eth (OE. -oda, -ode). 

thalamus (anat.) part of the brain at which a 
nerve originates; receptacle of a flower, xviii. - 
L. - Gr. thdlamos inner chamber, 

thalassic pert, to the sea or inland seas. xix. - 
F. thalassique, f. Gr. thalassa sea; see -ic. 

thaler German silver coin xviii. - G. t(h)aler 
DOLLAR. 

thallium (chem.) metallic element, xix. f. L. 
thallus green shoot - Gr. thallos-, see -ium. So 
named from the green line distinguishing its 
spectrum. 

than conjunctive particle used after com¬ 
paratives, other, and else. OE. panne, bonne, 
beenne, orig. identical with the adv. then, from 
which it was not finally differentiated in form 
until c.1700 

thane t(military) servant or attendant; (hist.) 
in A.-S. times, one who held lands by military 
service OE.; (Sc. hist.) man holding lands of the 
King xv. OE. beg(e)n = OS. thegan man, OHG. 
degan boy, servant, warrior, hero (G. degen 
warrior), ON. begn freeman, liegeman Gmc. 
*be3naz IE. *teknos (cf. Gr. teknon child), f. a 
base *tek- repr. also by Gr. tiktein (:- *titk-) bring 
forth. The sp. thane is derived from Sc. usage of 
xv-xvi. 
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thank fthought; tkindly thought, favour, grati 
tude; expression of gratitude (now only pi 
thanks). OE. pane = OS thank, MDu., OHG. 
danc (Du., G. dank), Goth pagks Gmc. *parj 
kaz, f. *patjk-, *perjk- (see think). So thank vb. 

OE pancian. Comps, thankoffering, thanks¬ 
giving xvi. Hence thankful showing gratitude; 
fdeserving gratitude. OE. pancfull. thankless 
ungrateful; that brings no thanks xvi phr 
thank you xv for I thank you. 

that' dem. pron (orig. n of the). OE p&t, corr 
to OS. that, (M)Du dat, OHG. daz (G das), ON 
pat, Goth pata (with suffix)IE. *tod, repr also 
by Skr tat, Gr. to, L. -tud in istud, OS1 to. As 
adj. xii, with pi. those, as adv. xv. 

that2 rel. pron. equiv. to who and which, in OE 
a generalized use of the n. of the (cf prec), repl. 
OE. and ME. indeclinable he 

that3 conj.; in uses developed from those of 
that' and that2; the development is Gmc., with 
differentiation of sp. (doss) in modG., and affix 
in Goth patei. 

thatch roof (a building), esp. with straw, xiv. 
repr. OE. peccan = OS. thekkian (Du dekken), 
OHG. decchan (G decken), ON pekja Gmc. 
*pakjan, f. *pakam (OE paec = MDu. dac, Du 
dak, (O)HG dach roof. ON pak roof, thatch), f. 
*pak IE. *tog *teg cover, repr also by L. 
tegere. Hence thatch sb. xiv 

thaumaturge wonder worker xvm (-urg). - 
medL. thaumaturgus - Gr. thaumatourgos, f. 
thauma, thaumat wonder + -ergos working; 
later assim. to F. thaumaturge. 

thaw reduce to a liquid state OE.; intr. xrv. OE. 
pawian = MLG doien, Du. dooien, OHG. 
douwen WGmc. *pawojan (cf ON. peyja 
*paujan), of unkn. orig. Hence sb. xv. 

the' dem. adj. (definite article). Late OE. pi, ME 
pe, at first nom. m., but ult. superseding all cases 
of OE. m. si, fern, seo, sio, n. paet, coir, to OS se, 
the, thie, thiu, that (Du de, dat), OHG. der, diu, 
daz (G. der, die, das), ON sd, su, pat, Goth, sa, 
so, pata (with suffix). The orig. Gmc. *sa, *so, 
*pat = Gr. ho, he (dial, ha), to (:-*tod), Skr sa, 
sd, tat 

the2 (preceding an adj. or adv. in the compar. or 
superl. degree, eg. the more fools they, the more 
the merrier, the less said, the sooner mended) by 
that amount; by how much ... by so much, repr 
OE pe, varying with py, pon, instr. of the', 

that' (e g. py mdra the greater, py ma the 
more). 

the-, var. of theo- before a vowel, as in the- 
andric, theanthropic pert, to God and man, 
divine and human, thearchy rule of God. All 
XVII. 

theatre, U S theater in antiquity, open-air 
structure for plays and spectacles xiv; play¬ 
house xvi. - OF. t(h)eatrc (mod. theatre) or L. 
theatrum - Gr. theatron ‘place for viewing’, f. 
theasthai behold. So theatrical xvi; sb. pi. xvii 

f. late L. theatricus - Gr. theatrikos. 
theca receptacle, cell, case. xvii. - L. theca - Gr. 
thike case, cover. 

thee acc and d. of thou. OE. (i) acc pec, later 
pe = OS. thic, thl, OHG dih (G. dich), ON pik. 
Goth, puk Gmc *peke, f. IE *te (repr by L. te. 

Gr se)\ (ii) d. pe = OS. thl, (O)HG. dir, ON. per, 
Goth, pus Gmc. *pez. Hence vb. xvii 

theft OE. (WS.) piefd, pyfd, pyft, non-WS. peofd, 
peoft = ON . pyfd, pyftGmc *piubipo, f, peuhaz 
thief; see t2. 

thegn var of thane. 

their of them. xii. - ON peirir)a (= OE para), 
g. pi. of sd, su, pat the', that1, used also as g. 
pi. of the 3rd pers. pron. Cf. them. they. Hence 
theirs xm; see -s 

theism belief in one God, esp. as creator and 
supreme ruler, xvii. f. Gr. theos god. So theist 

xvii, theistic xvm, -istical xvii. 
them d. and acc of they, xii - ON. peim (= OE. 
p3em). d. pi of sd, su, pat the', that', used also 
as d pi. of the 3rd pers. pron. Cf. their, they. 

theme subject of a discourse xm; exercise, 
essay xvi; inflexional base or stem. ME. teme - 
OF. *teme (tesme) - L. thema (to which it was 
soon conformed in sp.) - Gr. thema proposition, 
f. *the- base of tithenai place (see do') So 

thematic xvm. - Gr. thematikos. 
then at that time, in that case, that being the 
case. ME. penne, pann(e), OE. paenne, panne, 
ponne = OS than(na), OHG. danne, denne (G 
dann), f dem. base Gmc *pa- (see that', the'). 

thence xm. ME. pannes, pen(ne)s, f. panne, 
penne thence, OE panon(e) = OS., OHG. 
danana, danan (Du dan, G. dannen) WGmc. 
*panana. 

theo- comb, form of Gr. theos god. See the . 

theodicy vindication of the divine attributes, 
xvm. - F. theodicee. title of a work by Leibniz 
(1710), f. Gr theos God + dike justice; the ending 
is assim. to y3. 

theodolite portable surveying instrument for 
measuring (orig. horizontal) angles, xvii. 
Earlier (xvi) in modL form theodelitus, of unkn. 
orig. 

theogony generation or genealogy of the gods. 
xvii. - Gr. theogonia, f. theos god + gon- *gen-\see 

GENESIS, -Y3. 
theology xiv. - (O)F. theologie - L. theologia - 
Gr. theologia, f. theo logos one who treats of the 
gods, f. theos god; see -logy So theologian xv. - 

(O)F. theologien. theological xvi. - medL 
theorbo kind of lute. xvii. - It. tiorba, of unkn 
orig 

theorem general proposition demonstrable by 
argument xvi. - F. theoreme or late L. theo- 
rema - Gr thedrema speculation, theory, propo¬ 
sition to be proved, f. theorem look at, f. theoros 
spectator (see theory). So theoretic(al) fspecu 
lative, contemplative; pert, to theory, xvii. - late 
L. theoreticus - Gr theoretikos. Hence theor¬ 
etician XIX 

theory mental conception, scheme of thought, 
xvi. - late L. theoria - Gr. theorid contemplation, 
speculation, sight, f. theoros spectator, f. thea 
base of theasthai look upon, contemplate So 
theorize xvii. medL. theorizare. Hence 
theorist xvi 

theosophy system of philosophical specu 
lation basing the knowledge of nature on that of 
the divine nature, xvii. - medL. theosophia - late 
Gr. theosophia, f. theos god + sophos wise, see -y3 
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Hence theosophist, earlier theosopher, 
-sophic(al) xvii. 

therapeutic (pi., formerly sg.) art of healing 
xvi. - F. therapeutique or late L. therapeutica - 
Gr. therapeutic, sb. f. therapeuth attendant, f. 
therapeuein administer to, treat medically, f. 
theraps, therap- attendant; see -ic. So thera¬ 
peutic adj. xvii. - Gr. therapeutikos. therapy 
medical treatment, xix. - Gr. therapeid; see -y*. 

there A. in, at, or to that place. B. used to in¬ 
dicate existence or occurrence. OE. pxr, per = 
OS. thar (Du. daar), OHG. ddr (G da)\ cogn. with 
ON., Goth, par, f. dem. base Gmc. *pa- (see the', 

that1) + adv. suffix -r, as in here, where. The 
comps, thereabout, -after, -at, -in, -of, -on, -out, 
-to, -with are of OE. date. 

theriac (arch.) antidote, xvi. - L. theriaca, -ce 
- Gr. theriaC, see treacle. 

therio-, before a vowel theri-, repr. Gr. 
therion, dim. of thfr wild beast, 

thermal pert, to hot springs xvm; pert, to heat 
xix. - F. thermal, f. Gr. therme heat; see -al\ 

thermite mixture of finely powdered alu¬ 
minium and oxide of iron, etc. producing on 
combustion very great heat. xix. - G. thermit, f. 
Gr. therme heat; see -ite. 

thermo- repr. comb, form of Gr. therme heat, 
thermos hot, in many scientific terms, 

thermometer xvii. - F. thermometre or f. Gr. 
therme heat; see -meter. 

thesaurus treasury, spec, of knowledge, xix. - 
L. thesaurus treasure - Gr. thesauros. 

these pi. of this. ME. pese (xm), developed from 
pise, f. bis this + pi. suffix -e\ superseded bds, bos, 
those, which became the pi. of that1. 

thesis pi. theses A. proposition, theme xvi; 
(theme of) a dissertation xvii. B (pros.) un¬ 
accented or unstressed element xiv; accented or 
stressed element xix; - late L. thesis - Gr. thesis 
placing, setting, f. *the base of tithenai place 
(see do1) 

Thespian pert, to Thespis, traditional father of 
Gr. tragedy; tragic, dramatic, xvii; sb. tragedian 
xix. See -ian. 

theurgy magic of the Egyptian Platonists xvi; 
divine agency in human affairs xix. - late L. 
theurgia - Gr. theourgid, f. theos god + -ergos 
working; see -ys. 

thew tcustom, habit OE.; t(good) quality, virtue 
xm; (pi.) bodily powers, physical endowments 
xvi. OE.peaw usage, conduct = OS. thau, OHG. 
thau, dau discipline, of unkn. orig. 

they pi. of he1, she, it. xii - ON. peir (= OE. bd), 
pi. of sa, su, bat the1, that1, used also as pi of 
the 3rd pers. pron. Cf. their, them. 

thick OE piece = OS. thikki, (Du. dik), OHG. 
dicchi (G. dick), ON. pykkr Gmc *peku-, 
pekwia-, of unkn. orig. Hence thicke.i ( en5) xv, 

thickness OE. 
thicket OE. piccet, f. piece thick. 

thief OE. piof, peof = OS. thiof (Du. dief), OHG. 
diob (G. dieb), ON. pjofr, Goth, piufs, Gmc. word 
of which no further cogns. are known, 

thigh OE. (Angl.) peh, (WS.) peoh, pioh = OLF. 
thio (Du. dij), OHG. dioh, ON. pjo Gmc. 
*peuxam, f. IE. *teuk- *tauk- *tuk-, whence Lith. 

taukas, OS1. tukii fat. OIr. ton posteriors 
(:- *tuknd). 

thill shaft of a cart, etc. xiv. of uncert. orig.; cf. 
OE. pille board, planking, 

thimble ffinger-stall OE. (only); finger-cap 
used in sewing xv. OE. pymel, f. puma thumb; 
see -le1. 

thin OE. pynne = OS. thunni (Du. dun), OHG. 
dunni (G. diinn), ON. punnr Gmc. *punnuz 
(:- *punw ), based on IE. *tn, zero-grade of *ten- 
*ton- draw out, stretch (repr. also in Lat. tenuis 
thin, etc.). 

thine of or pert, to thee. OE. pin = OS. thin (Du. 
dijn), OHG. din (G. dein), ON. pinn, Goth. 
peinsGmc. *pinazIE *t(w)einos, f. *tQ thou. 
thing A. -{-(deliberative or judicial) assembly; 
flegal process or charge OE. (only); affair, busi¬ 
ness; deed, act OE.; that which is said xiii; B. 
that which exists, being OE. (inanimate object 
xvii). OE. ping = OS. thing, OHG. ding, dine, as 
sembly for deliberation and/or business, ON. 
ping Gmc. *pin3am. Hence, with meaningless 
additions, + thingum (xvii), thingumbob, thin¬ 
gummy (xvm) thingamajig, thingumabob (xix). 

think pt., pp. thought. OE. pencan = OS. then- 
kian, OHG. denken (G. denken), ON. pekkja, 
Goth, pagkjan, factitive formation on OE. pyn- 
can seem, perh. orig. meaning ’cause to appear 
to oneself. 

thio-, before a vowel thi-, repr. comb, form of 
Gr. theion sulphur, xix. 

third ordinal of the numeral three OE.; sb. third 
part xiv; musical interval xvi. OE. (late Nhb.) 
pird{d)a, -e, var. of pridda = OS. thriddio (Du. 
derde), OHG. dritto (G. dritte), ON. pridi, Goth. 
pridja Gmc. *pridjaz IE. *tritjos (cf. Skr. 
trttya-, Gr. tritos, L. tertius, OS1. tretij, W. 
trydydd), f. stem of three. Hence thirdly ( ly*) 
xvi. third-rate xvii. thirteen OE. preotiene ^ 
OS. thriutein (Du. dertien), OHG. drizehan (G. 
dreizehn), ON. prettdn. thirteenth OE. preo-, 
prieteoda, ME. prittepe, preottenpe (xn),prittenpe 
(xiv), pirttenth (xv), thirteenth (xvi); see -th*. 
thirty OE. pritig = OS. thritig (Du. dertig), 
OHG. drizzug (G. dreissig), ON. prirtegr, Goth, 
(acc.) prins tiguns\ see -ty3. thirtieth OE. 
pritigoda, pritteogoda. 
thirst sb. OE. purst = OS thurst (Du. dorst), 
(O)HG. durst WGmc. *purstu (cf. ON. porsti, 
Goth, paurstei); f. *purs-IE. *trs- *tors-, repr. 
also by L. torrere dry, parch, Skr. trsyati thirsts, 
OIr. tart. So thirst vb. OE. pyrstan (till late ME. 
also impers ). 

this pi. these, dem. pron. and adj. The form this 
in generalized use dates from c.1200; it is ident¬ 
ical with the OE. n. nom. and acc. and the stem 
of most of the inflected forms. OE. pes m., peos 
fern., pis n., corr. to OS. *these, thius, thit, OHG. 
dese(r), desiu, diz, ON. pessi, petta, WGmc. and 
ON. formation on *pa- (see the1, that1). As adv. 
equiv. to thus in various uses (xiv; now esp. in 
this much, this far, and the like), perh. from OE. 
instr. pys, pis, or acc. sg n. pis. 

thistle OE. ptstel = OS thtstil, OHG. distil(a) 
(Du., G. distel), LG. diestel, distel, ON. ptstill 
Gmc. *ptstilaz, -ilo, of unkn. orig. 

thither OE. pider, alt. by assim. to hider hither 
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of earlier paeder, corr to ON. padra there, 
thither, f. dem. base *pa of that', the1 + suffix 
denoting ‘towards’ as in L. intra within, extra 
outside, Skr. tatra there, then, 

thole' peg, pin, spec, in the gunwale of a boat 
OE. pcl(t) = MLG., MDu. dolle (Du. dot), ON. 
pollr (fir )tree, peg, referred to Gmc. *pul-, IE. 
*tul- (cf. Gr. tulos peg). The want of evidence 
between OE. and xv prob. indicates loss of the 
OE. word and its supersession by the ON 

thole* (arch., dial.) suffer OE. polian = OS. 
tholon, tholian, OHG. dolon, dolen, ON pola, 
Goth, pulan, f. Gmc. *pul-, repr. weak grade of 
IE. *tol- *tel- *tl- raise, remove, as in Gr. tlenai 
endure, bear, L. tollere raise, tull (pt.) bore. 

Thomist follower of Thomas Aquinas (c.1225 
74), scholastic philosopher and theologian, xvi. - 
medL. Thomista, f. L. Thomas; see -ist Hence 
Thomism xvm. 

thong OE. pwang, pwong (pong xm) = MLG. 
dwank constraint, OHG. dwang rein (MHG. 
dwanc, twanc, G. zwang), f. Gmc. *pwarjg-. 

thorax (anat.) part of the body between the 
neck and the abdomen, xvi. - L. thorax - Gr. 
thdrax, -ak- breastplate, breast, chest. So tho¬ 
racic xvii. - medL. - Gr. 

thorium (chem.) dark-grey metallic element 
xix. f. Thor Norse god + -ium. 

thorn sharp-pointed process on a plant; thorn¬ 
bearing plant. OE. porn = OS thorn (Du. 
doom), (O)HG. dorn, ON. porn, Goth paurnus 
Gmc. purnuz IE. *trnus, f. *trn- tern-, repr 
also by OIr. trainin small stalk of grass, OS1. 
trunu thorn, Skr. trna- grass-stalk, Gr. ternax 
cactus prickle. Hence thorny ( y1) OE. pornig. 

thorough obs. or arch, as adv. and prep, in 
senses of through; in gen. use as adj. (ap¬ 
plication of the adv.) fully executed, affecting 
every part xiii. Disyllabic development, puruh, 
of OE purh through, paralleled in OS. thuru(h), 
OHG. duruh Comps, thoroughbass (mus.) 
bass part extending through a composition, 
xvii. thoroughbred xviii; thoroughfare xv; 
thoroughgoing xix. 

thorp (arch., hist.) hamlet, village. OE. prop, 
occas. (prob. from ON.) porp = OS. thorp (Du. 
dorp), (O)HG. dorf village, ON. porp hamlet, 
farmstead, Goth, paurp field, land, estate 
Gmc. *purpam, of uncert. orig. 

those pi. of that'. OE. pas, ME. (south.) pos, pi. 
of this; from xiv, first in north, and later in midi, 
and south, speech, pi. of dem. pron. and adj. 
that. 

thou 2nd sg. pers pron. OE. pt = OS. thti (LG. 
du), OHG. dt (G. du), ON. pu, Goth, pu Gmc. 
repr. of IE. *tt, whence also L., Av. tu, OIr., Gr. 
(Doric) tu, OS1. ty, Lith. tii, W. ti, Skr. tvam. 

though adv. for all that; conj. notwithstanding 
that. xii. ME. poh - ON. *poh, po, earlier *pauh 
= OE. peah (whence ME. pe(i)h, peigh, and 
pa(u)h, pau3), OS. thoh, OHG. doh (Du., G. 
docti), Goth, pauh or, yet; Gmc. advb. formation 
on base *pa- of the', that1 + the particle repr. 
by L. -que, Gr. te, Skr. ca and. 

thought action or act of thinking; fanxiety, soli 
citude xiii; very small amount xvi. repr. OE. 
poht and the more freq. gepoht = OS. githdht 

(Du. gedachte), OHG. giddhtGmc. *3aparjxt-, f 
*parjkjan think. 

thousand OE pusend = OS. thusundig (Du. 
duizend), OHG. thu-, dusunt (G. tausend), ON. 
pusund, Goth, pusundiGmc. *pusundi\ cogn. 
with Lith. tukstantis, OS1. tys^sta 

thrall villein, serf, slave, OE prael - ON. prxll, 
perh. *praxilaz, f. Gmc. *prax- *prex- run. 
Hence thrall vb. (arch.) bring into bondage, en¬ 
thrall. xm. thraldom xii. 

thrash A. thresh (corn, etc.) xvi; B chastise by 
beating xvii; C. (naut.) beat (one’s way) xix; D. 
lash out, plunge xix. metathetic alt. of an early 
form repr. by OE pxrscan, parallel with perscan 
thresh, which is now the prevalent form in 
sense A. 

thrasonical given to boasting, xvi. f. L. thraso, 
on- - Gr. Thrason name of the braggart soldier 
in Terence’s ‘Eunuchus’, f. thrasus bold, 
resolute. 

thread cord composed of spun fibres of flax, etc. 
OE.; length of yarn forming a constituent of a 
woven fabric xii; transf. and fig. xiv. OE. praed 
= OS. prdd (Du. draad), OHG. drat (G. draht). 
ON pradr Gmc. *pr%6uz, f. *prze- twist. Hence 
thread vb. xiv. threadbare leaving bare the 
thread of warp and woof, xiv; fig. xv. 

threat tthrong, troop; foppression, affliction 
OE.; denunciation of evil to come (?OE.) xi. OE. 
preat m., cogn. with ON. praut fern, struggle, 
labour, f. Gmc. *praut- *preut- *prut-, base of 
OE. preatian (see below), preotan trouble, Du 
verdrieten, weary, OHG. irdrio3an vex (G. ver- 
driessen) Goth, uspriutan trouble. So vb. (arch, 
or dial.) OE. preatian, superseded by threaten 
(-EN8) tpress, urge OE.; utter threats against xm; 

be ominous (of) xvii. OE preatnian. 
three OE. pri(e) m., prio, preo f., n. = OS. thria, 
threa, thriu (Du. drie), OHG drl, drlo, driu (G. 
drei), ON. prir, prior, priii, Goth. *preis, prija 
Gmc. *prijiz IE. *trejes, whence also L. tres, 
Gr. treis, Skr. traya-, etc. 

threnody lament for the dead, dirge xvii. - Gr. 
threnoidia, f. threnos funeral lament+ oid^ ode; 
see -y*. 

thresh separate the grain from (corn) by beat¬ 
ing, etc. ME. threshen (xii), continuing meta¬ 
thetic alt. of OE. str. vb. perscan = MLG., MDu 
derschen (LG., Du. dorschen), OHG. dreskan (G. 
dreschen), ON. preskja, Goth, priskan, f. Gmc. 
*persk-IE. *tersk-, repr. in Balto-Sl. by words 
denoting ‘crackle’, ‘crash’, ‘rattle’. Hence 
thresher (er1) person or machine that 
threshes xiv; shark so named from the 
upper division of its tail with which it lashes 
an enemy xvii. 

threshold sill of a doorway, entrance to a 
building. OE. perscold, prescold = ON. 
presk(j)Qldr (cf. OHG. driscufli); the first el 
is OE. Perscan thresh, in the sense ‘tread, 
trample’, the second el. is unexpl. 

thrice XII. ME. pri3es, pries, f. synon. prie OE. 
priga, var. of priwa = OS. thrl(uu)o, f. *pri- 
three + advb. -a, see -s. 

thrift fthriving condition xm; fprosperity, suc¬ 
cess; tgains. savings xiv; industry; economical 
management; plant of the genus Armeria xvi 
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- ON. prift, f. prifask thrive; see -t'. Hence 
thrifty (y1) thriving; fworshipful, respectable 
xrv; careful of expenditure xvi. 

thrill A. tpierce (lit. and fig.) xiii; B. affect, be 
affected, with a wave of emotion xvi; C. fhurl (a 
piercing weapon) xvii; D. quiver xvm. Meta- 
thetic var of (dial.) thirl, OE. pyrlian, f. pyr(e)l 
perforation, hole, aperture *pyrhil, *purhil, f. 
purh through + -el' The rise of senses C and D 
is not clearly accounted for. Hence sb. xvii. 

thrips minute insect infecting plants xvm. - 
L. - Gr. thrips, pi. thripes wood-worm, 

thrive pt. throve, pp. thriven-, also pt., pp. thrived 
fgrow, increase xii; prosper xiii. - ON. prifask. 
refl. of prifa lay hold of suddenly, grasp, 

throat OE. prote, protu = OHG. drozza (MHG. 
drozze), f. Gmc. *prut- *prut (repr also by ON 
proti swelling, OE. prutian, ON. prutna swell). 
Hence throaty (-Y1) xvii. 

throb (of the heart) beat strongly xiv; (gen.) pul¬ 
sate xix Presumably of imit. orig. Hence sb. xvi. 

throe fspasm, paroxysm xii; agony of death xiii; 

violent convulsion or struggle xvii. ME. prowe, 
north, prawe (Sc. throw), also ‘time’, ‘occasion’ - 
OE prag, of unkn. orig. 

thrombosis (path.) coagulation of the blood, 
xvm. - Gr thrombosis curdling, f. throm- 
bousthai become curdled or clotted, f. thrombos, 
iump, clot, whence thrombus xvii; see -osis. 

throne seat of state, of a deity xiii; third (from 
Col. 1:16) order of angels xrv. ME. trone, (assim. 
early to the L. form) throne - OF. trone (mod 
trone) - L. thronus - Gr. thronos elevated seat. 
Hence throne vb. (arch.) enthrone xiv; be en¬ 
throned xvii. 

throng A. crowd xiii; B. crowding, crowded con¬ 
dition xiv. In sense A - ON. prgng, corr. to OE 
geprang. MLG., MHG. gedrang (G. drang crowd, 
pressure); in sense B. f. throng vb. fpress, 
crush; push one’s way xiv; form a crowd, crowd 
round, press upon xvi; fill with a crowd xvii. 

The vb is prob orig. f. (dial.) throng adj. pressed 
close together (xiv) - ON. prgngr narrow, close, 
crowded, rel. to OE. pringan press, crowd, 
throng. 

throstle thrush OE. prostle = OS. throsla, 
OHG. droscala (G. drossel), f. Gmc. *prau(d)st-, 
-sk-, rel. to L turdus, etc. Cf. thrush'. 

throttle compress the throat of, so as to 
suffocate, xiv. ME. throtel, il, perh. f. throat+ 

-LE3. So later sb. throat (xvi), which has the form 
of dim. of throat, like synon. G. drossel. 

through prep from end to end or from side to 
side of; by the agency or means of; adv. from 
end to end. OE. purh = OS. thurh, thuru, 
(M)Du. door, OHG. duruh, ih (G. durch) 
WGmc. *purx, of which a var. *perh is repr. by 
OE. (late Nhb ) perch, paerch, Goth, pairh 
through, OHG. derh perforated; cf. further OE. 
pyrel hole; the IE. base *tr- is seen in OIr tre, 
tri, L. trans across. The metathetic forms (pruh, 
etc.) appear c.1300 Comp, throughout adv. 
right through OE ; prep. xi. OE. purhiit. 

throw pt threw, pp. thrown twist (now only 
dial, or in techn. sense of preparing and twisting 
raw silk into thread xv); from xiii in various 
uses of cast. OE. str. vb. prawan - OS. thrdian 

(Du. draaien), OHG. dra(j)en, drawen (G. 
drehen)-, WGmc., based on IE. *ter-, repr. by L. 
terere rub, Gr. teirein wear out. Hence sb. xvi. 

thrum1 end of a warp-thread left unwoven, 
short piece of waste thread, xrv. repr. OE. prum 
in (under)tungeprum ligament of the tongue = 
MDu. drom, drum (Du. dreum thrum), OHG., 
MHG. drum end-piece, remnant (G. trumm), f. 
Gmc. *prum- *pram-, the IE. base is repr. 
also by L. terminus, Gr. terma end. 

thrum2 play on a stringed instrument xvi; 
strum upon xvn; recite in singsong fashion; 
drum (on) xvm. of imit. orig. 

thrush1 bird of the family Turdidae. OE. pry see 
(:- *pruskjon), rel. to synon. OE prxsce, 
*preasce = OHG. drosca (:- *prauskdn). Cf. 
THROSTLE. 

thrush2 A. disease (esp. of infants) marked by 
white specks in the mouth xvii; B. in the horse, 
inflammation of the frog of the hoof xvm. of 
unkn. orig. 

thrust vb. xii. - ON. prysta. Hence sb. xvi. 
thud t(Sc.) come with a blast of gust xvi. pro¬ 
duce a dull heavy sound xvm. prob. identical 
with OE. pyddan, ME. thiidde thrust, push 
(:- *pudjan), rel. to OE. poddettan push, beat 
(:- *pudatjan) and poden, ME. pode, early mod. 
thode violent wind. Hence thud sb. blast, gust 
xvi; heavy blow xvm; dull heavy sound xix. 

thug (Thug) professional robber and murderer 
in India, (hence) cut-throat, ruffian, xix. - Hindi, 
Marathi thag cheat, swindler. So thuggee sys¬ 
tem practised by the thugs, xix. - Hindi thagl. 

thuja now the more usual form of thuya, xvm. 
thumb sb. OE. puma = OS. thuma, MLG., 
MDu. dume (Du. duim), OHG. dumo (G. dau- 
men):- WGmc. *puman-\ repr. IE. *tum-, one of 
several extensions of *m- swell. Hence vb. xvi. 

thump strike or beat heavily, xvi. So as sb. xvi. 
of imit. orig 

thunder sb. OE. punor = OS. thunar (Du. 
donder), OHG. donar (G. donner), ON. porr 
Gmc. *punra, f. IE. *tn- *ton-, as in L. tonare 
thunder. So vb. OE. punrian. In thunderbolt 
(xv), thunderstroke (xvi) the reference is to the 
supposed destructive power of thunder as the 
accompaniment of lightning, 

thurible censer, xv (turrible, thoryble). - 
(O)F thurible or L. t(h)uribulum, f. t(h)us, 
t(h)ur- incense - Gr. thuos sacrifice, offering, in¬ 
cense. So thurifer one who carries a thurible, 
xix. - ecclL. (cf. -iferous). 

Thursday OE. pur(e)sdxg, for punresdxg, f. g. 
of punor thunder; partly assoc, with ON. 
porsdagr, rendering late L. Jovis dies Jupiter’s 
day. 

thus OE. pus = OS. thus, (M)Du. dus, of unkn. 
orig. Hence thusness (joc.) xix. 

thuya one of a genus of conifers, xvm. irreg. 
repr. of Gr. thuia, var. of thud. See thuja. 

thwack beat or strike as with a stick, xvi. of 
imit. orig. Hence sb. xvi. 

thwart' (arch.) adv. and prep, athwart xii (first 
in pwert ut thoroughly); adj. obstinate, perverse 
xiii. ME. pwert - ON. pvert, orig. n. of pverr 
transverse, cross = OE. pwe(o)rh crooked, 
cross, perverse, OHG. dwerh, G. zwerch, Goth. 
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hutairhs cross, angry Gmc. *hwerxwaz, f. IE. 
*iwerk- *twork-, as in L. torquere twist. Hence 
thwart vb toppose xm; textend from side to 
side of xv; fplace crosswise xvi; foil, frustrate. 

thwart2 rower’s bench, xvm. var. (presumably 
after thwart') of thought, which is evidenced 
from xiv as a var. of earlier dial, thoft, OE. hofte 
- MDu. dofte, dochte (Du. doft), OHG. dofta, ON 
hopta Gmc. *tufto\ the history is obscure, 

thy clipped form of thine (ME. hi xn). 
thylacine Tasmanian wolf (a carnivorous mar¬ 
supial). xix. - F., f. Gr. thdlakos pouch; see -ine1. 

thyme xiv. - (O)F. thym - L. thymum - Gr. 
thumon, f. thtiein burn sacrifice 

thyro- used as comb, form of next. xix. 
thyroid (anat.) t. cartilage Adam’s apple; t. 
gland, t. body one of the ‘ductless glands’, xvm. - 
F. fthyroide or modL. thyroides - Gr. thuroidis, 
erron. for thureoeidh, f. thureds stone put 
against a door, oblong, shield (as door-shaped), 
f. thura door; see -oid. 

thyrsus pi. thyrsi (Gr. and Rom. antiq.) staff 
or spear tipped with a pine-cone ornament; 
(bot.) form of inflorescence, xvm. - L. - Gr. thur- 
sos stalk of a plant. 

thyself emph. and refl. vars. of thou and thee. 
ME. hi siilf, hi self (xm), repl. he self (OE. to xrv), 
i.e. thee and self; cf. myself. 

ti see te. 
tiara conical cap of ancient Persians xvi; pope's 
triple crown xvii; lady’s ornamental headband 
xvm. - L. tiara - Gr. tidra, tidras, partly through 
It. tiara. 

tibia larger of the two bones of the lower leg. 
xviii. - L. tibia shin-bone, flute. So tibial ( al‘) 
xvi. - L. 

tice (dial.) Aphetic offattice, -ise, entice, but ear 
her than these forms and prob. immed. - OF 
atisier. Hence sb. yorker (in cricket), 

tick’ kind of mite. OE. *ticca or *tica (recorded 
once as ticia vm), ME. tyke, teke, later ticke (xvi), 
corr., with variation of vowel and cons., to 
MLG., MDu. teke (Du. teek), OHG. zecho (G. 
zecke), f. WGmc. *ttk- *tikk-, the ME. forms may 
be partly due to MLG. or MDu 

tick2 (dial.) touch or tap lightly, esp. toy, dally 
xm; make short quick beats xvm; mark with a 
dash, etc. xix. prob. imit. So sb. slight touch xv; 
quick dry sound xvn; small dot or dash xix. The 
parallel LG. tikk touch, instant, Du. tik pat, 
touch, tikken pat, tick, OHG. zekon pluck, etc., 
may point to a WGmc. base, or the various forms 
may be independent expressive formations. 

tick3 case or cover of a mattress or pillow, 
(hence) material of this, xv (tikke, teke, tyke). 
corr. to and prob. immed. - MLG., MDu. teke 
and MDu. tike (Du. tijk), rel. to OHG. ziahha. 
ziecha (G. zieche bed-tick, pillow-case); WGmc. - 
L. theca - Gr. th&ke case, f. IE. *dhe place (see 
DO1). 

tick1 in phr. (go, run, play) on tick on credit, on 
trust xvii. Short for ticket. 

ticket (short) written notice, label; fvoucher, 
warrant, promise to pay xvi; slip bearing evi 
dence of the holder’s title to something xvii; 

(U S.) list of candidates for election xvm; the t., 
the correct thing xix. Aphetic - F. \etiquet, OF. 

estiquet(te), f. estiquier, estequier fix, stick, var. 
of estichier, estechier - MDu. stcken, see et 

Hence vb xvii. 
tickle fbe thrilled xrv; excite agreeably; touch, 
stroke, or poke so as to excite xv. prob. frequent, 
of tick2; see le3. 

ticktack expressive of duplicated or alter¬ 
nating ticking sound, xvi So tick-tick xvm, 
tick-tock (of the ticking of a clock) xix. 

tidal xix f. tide1 B+al1. 
tiddlywink A. (si.) beershop; B. (pi.) game 
played with (1) dominoes, (2) counters, xix. of 
unkn. orig. 

tide1 A tportion of time, season, age; fhour; 
(arch.) point of time, due time; definite time of 
day or of the year (surviving in eventide, noon 
tide, springtide)', cnurch anniversary or festival 
(arch, except as in Eastertide, Shrovetide, Whit¬ 
suntide) OE.; B. swelling of the sea or its alter 
nate rising and falling xiv. OE tid = OS. tid (Du 
tijd), OHG zit (G. zeit), ON. tid Gmc. *tidiz, f. 
*ti-IE. *di- *dd(i)- divide, cut up, repr. by Gr 
daiesthai divide, distribute, Skr. ddti, dydti cuts, 
harvests, shares. In B prob. after MLG. (ge)tide, 
tie, MDu. ghetide (Du (ge)tij), a special de¬ 
velopment of the sense ‘fixed time’. So tide vb 
(arch.) happen, befall. OE. tidan, earlier 
getidan, f. the sb. 

tide2 flow or carry along like the tide xvi; get 
over, surmount xvii. f. tide1 B 

tidings (pi.; formerly also sg.) piece of news. 
Late OE. tidung, prob., with assim. to ing1, 

anglicization of ON. tidendi, -indi events, news, 
f. tidr adj. happening, occurring 

tidy in good condition, of good appearance xm; 
timely, seasonable (presumably the orig. sense); 
excellent, worthy xiv; of neat habits or ap¬ 
pearance xvm; pretty good, pretty big xix; sb. 
object for keeping persons or things neat xix 
ME. tidi, f. tid time, tide1 +-y\ Hence vb. xix. 

tie that with which anything is fastened OE.; fig 
bond, connection xvi; equality between com 
petitors xvn. OE. te(a)g = ON. taug rope Gmc. 
*tauyo, f. *taux draw. So tie vb. make fast. OE 
tigan, late form of WS *tlegan, Angl. *tegan 
(ME teyen):-Gmc. *tauyjan.(cf. ON. teygja draw), 

tier row, rank of seats, shelves, etc. xvi. - (O)F 
tire sequence, rank, order, f. tirer draw, draw 
outRom. *tirare, of unkn. orig. 

tierce fthird part xv; third hour of the day (9 
a.m ); canonical office said at this hour (terce) 

xiv, wine measure or cask xvi; third of the par 
ries in fencing; sequence of three playing cards 
xvii; (mus.) note two octaves and a major third 
above a fundamental note xvii; (her.) division of 
a shield into three equal parts xix - (O)F. 
t(i)erce : - L tertia, sb use of fern, of tertius third 

tiff fslight fit of temper; slight quarrel, xvm. of 
unkn. orig. 

tiffany kind of thin transparent silk, xvn perh 
punning use (quasi transparency) of tiffany 
- OF. tifanie ecclL. theophania - Gr theo- 
phaneia, phania Epiphany, f theos god 
+ phan appear. 

tiffin in India, etc., a light midday meal, xviii 
For tiffing, gerund of (si or dial ) tiff drink, sip 
(xvm). 
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tiger xm. ME. tygre - (O)F. tigre - L. tigris - Gr. 
tigris. Hence tigress ( ess1) xvii. 

tight fdense xiv; of close construction so as 
to exclude air, etc.; firmly fixed; taut; (dial.) 
capable, vigorous xvi; (dial.) neat, trim xvii; 
close-fitting xvm; (si.) close-fisted; drunk xix 
prob. alt. oithight - ON. *behtr, pettr watertight, 
of close texture = OE. i>iht firm, solid, MLG., 
MDu. dicht*biVXtaz. f. *bwx- grow, repr. by 
OE. (ge)peon, OHG. gidlhan (G. gedeihen grow, 
thrive), Goth. (ga)peihan. As sb. pi. for tight 
breeches, trousers xix. Hence tighten ( en*) 
xviii. 

tilde sign ~ placed over n in Spanish to indicate 
the palatalized sound, xix. - Sp. - L. titulus 
TITLE. 

tile thin slab of burnt clay for roofing, paving, 
etc. OE. tigele (tigule), corr. to OS. tiegla (Du. 
tegel), OHG. ziagal(a) (G. ziegel), ON. tigl - L. 
tegula, f. IE. *tig- cover. 

till* labour upon, cultivate. OE. tilian strive 
after, attempt, obtain, treat, (late) cultivate = 
OS. tilian, tilon obtain (Du. telen produce, raise, 
cultivate), OHG. zilon, zilen (G. zielen aim, 
strive), Goth, gatilon Gmc. *tilojan, *tilejan, 
f. *tilam aim, goal (see next). Hence tillage xv. 

till* prep. (Sc. and north.) to OE.; up to the time 
of xrv; conj. to the time that xn. OE. (Nhb.) til 
prep. = ON. til; prob. from adv. use of Gmc. sb. 
*tilam, repr. by OE. till fixed point, station, 
MLG. til, tel aim, point of time, OHG. zil (G. ziel 
end, goal), ON. aldrtili ‘end of life’, death, Goth. 
til opportunity. In ME. (and later) use due to 
adoption of the ON. word. 

till3 tsmall box, etc. contained within a larger 
one xv; box or drawer for holding cash in a shop 
xvii. of unkn. orig. 

tiller beam or stock of a crossbow xv; bar or 
beam attached to the rudder-head xvii. ME. 
tiler, telor - AN teller weaver's beam medL. 
telarium, f. L. tela web. 

tilt* fthrow down or over; ffall over xiv; move 
unsteadily up and down; cause to lean or slant 
xvi. ME. tilte, tylte may repr. OE. *tyltan, 
*tieltan *taltjan, f. *taltaz (OE. tealt 
unsteady). Hence tilt sb. inclination, xvi. 

tilt5 covering of coarse cloth, esp. awning over 
a cart or boat xv; in Labrador, etc. fisherman’s 
or woodcutter’s hut xix. var. of tild, teld ( = 
(Q)HG zelt), perh. influenced by tent1. 

tilt8 barrier separating combatants in an exer 
cise in which the participants ride against each 
other with lances; the combat itself, xvi. of 
unkn. orig. 

tilth tillage, husbandry; fharvest OE.; tilled 
land xiv. Late OE. tild(e), f. tilian till'; see th'. 

timbal (arch.) kettledrum, xvii. - F. timbale, 
alt. of ttamballe - (with assim. to tambour drum) 
Sp. atabal - Arab, at tabl drum (at- is al-5). 

timbale membrane resembling a drumhead in 
certain insects; dish of meat, etc. cooked in a 
crust, so called from its shape, xix. - F. (see 
prec). 

timber fbuilding, edifice; tbuilding material, 
(later) wood for building; growing trees OE.; 
wooden object, spec, beam xiv. OE. timber - 
OS. timbar, OHG. zimbar (G. zimmer room), ON. 

timbr Gmc. *timram IE. *demrom, f. *d$m- 
*d6m- *dm- build. 

timbre xix. (O)F. timbre (orig.) timbrel, bell, 
(whence) sound as of a bellRom. *timbano - 
medGr timbanon, Gr. tumpanon tympanum. 

timbrel tambourine-like instrument of per¬ 
cussion. xvi (timberal). perh. dim. of synon. 
ttimbre (xm) - OF. timbre; see prec. and -el*. 

time limited stretch of continued existence; 
period or point in the course of this OE.; in¬ 
definite continuous duration xiv. OE. tlma = 
ON. timi time, good time, prosperity Gmc. 
* liman-, f. *ti- stretch, extend. Cf. tide1. Hence 
time vb. fbefall xm; fix, note, etc. the time of 
xrv. timely well-timed, fearly. xii. Modelled on 
timely adv., OE. timlice; see -ly1*. timeous 
(chiefly Sc.) timely, xv. timepiece xvm. 

timid xvi. - F. timide or L. timidus, f. timere 
fear; see -id'. 

timocracy polity with a property qualification 
for its ruling class xvi; polity in which love of 
honour is the dominant motive with the rulers 
xvii. - (O)F timocratie - medL. timocratia - Gr. 
tlmokratia, f. timi honour, value + kratia 
-CRACY. 

timorous xv. - (O)F. temoros, -eus (mod. 
timoreux) - medL. timorosus, f. L. timor fear, see 
-ous. 

tin white highly malleable metal. OE. tin = 
(M)LG., (M)Du. tin, OHG. zin (G. zinn), ON. 
tin Gmc. *tinam, of unkn. orig. 

tinamou S. Amer. bird. xvm. - F. - Galibi 
tinamu. 

tincture tdye, pigment xiv; hue, colour (spec, 
in her.) xv; fimparted quality, tinge; t(alch.) 
supposed spiritual principle xvi; fessential prin¬ 
ciple of a substance; solution of a medicinal 
principle xvii. - L. tinctura dyeing, f. tinct-, pp. 
stem of tingere dye, tinge; see -ure. 

tin dal native petty officer of Lascars; foreman 
of a gang. xvii. - Hind, tandel - Malayalam 
tantal, Telugu tandelu. 

tinder dry material that readily takes fire from 
a spark. OE. tyrider, tyndre, corr. (with variation 
in suffix and gender) to (M)LG. tunder (Du. 
tonder), OHG. zuntara (G. zunder), ON tundr, f. 
Gmc. *tund- *tend- *tand-, whence OE. causative 
-tendan, dial, tind kindle, ignite, Goth, tandjan. 

tine sharp projecting point, spec, of an antler. 
OE. tind = MLG. tind, OHG. zint, ON. tindr, rel. 
to synon. MLG. tinne, OHG. zinna. 

tinea ringworm, xvii. - L. tinea gnawing worm, 
moth, worm in the body. 

ting sound (a small bell, etc.) xv; emit a high 
singing note xvi. of imit. orig. 

tinge impart a slight change of colour to. xv. 
- L. tingere dip in liquid, moisten, 

tingle be affected with a ringing or thrilling 
sensation, xiv. app. modification of tinkle. 

tinker mender of pots, kettles, etc. xm; (dial.) 
gipsy, itinerant trader, etc. xvi. of uncert. orig. 

tinkle (of the ears) ring, tingle xiv; give forth 
short sharp ringing sounds xiv. app. f. ftink 
chink (vb.) (xiv), of imit. orig.; see -le3. 

tinnitus (path.) ringing in the ears. xix. - L. 
tinnitus, f. tinnire ring, tinkle, of imit. orig. 

tinsel fattrib. embellished with gold or silver 
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thread; sb. fabric so embellished; thin plates, 
strips, etc. of shining metal used for ornament 
xvi; fig. showy but valueless stuff xvii. First in 
tinsell(e) saten, prob. repr. AN. *satin estincele 
(hence, by ellipsis, used sb.); (O)F. estincele, 
f. estincele (mod. etincelle spark), repr. popL 
*stincilla, f. L. scintilla. 

tint (slight or delicate) hue. xviii. alt. (perh. by 
assim. to It. tinto) of ttinct (xvii) - L. tinctus dye¬ 
ing, f. pp. stem of tingere dye, tinge. Hence vb. 
XVIII. 

tintinnabulum small tinkling bell. xvi. - L., 
f. tintinndre, redupl. f. tinnire ring, tinkle. Hence 
tintinnabulation xix. 

tiny xvi. In the earliest exx. always preceded by 
little, extension with -y1 of synon. ftine (xrv), of 
unkn. orig. 

-tion ME. -cio(u)n, repr. (O)F. -tion, earlier -cion, 
-dun, repr. L. -tio. -on-, comp, suffix f. -t- of a pp. 
stem + -id, -on- -ion; orig. expressing the state of 
being what the pp. imports, e.g. completio com¬ 
pletion, thence transferred to the action or pro¬ 
cess involved, and so acquiring a concr. or 
quasi-concr. notion, as in dictio diction, ndtio 
birth, nation, oratio mode of speaking, oration. 
So -tious repr. L. tiosus, forming adjs. rel. to 
sbs. in -tion, as ambition/ambitious, nutrition/ 
nutritious. 

tip1 fine or slender extremity xv; vb. (first in pp.) 
furnish with a tip xiv. - ON. typpi sb., typpa vb., 
f. Gmc. *tupp- top1; prob. reinforced by (M)LG., 
(M)Du. tip. 

tip2 tap or touch lightly, xm (in fig. use; there¬ 
after not till xvi); give, hand, pass xvii; give a 
gratuity to xviii. perh. orig. identical with tip1, 
as if ‘touch the point of’, or ‘touch as with a 
point’. Hence tip sb. gratuity xviii; friendly hint 
xix; whence tipster xix. 

tip3 (dial.) overturn, be overturned xiv; incline, 
tilt; empty out by tilting xvii. of uncert. orig. 

tipcat game in which a ‘cat’ (short piece of wood 
tapered at both ends xvii) is struck with a stick. 
xix. f. TIP1-)-CAT. 

tippet (hist.) long narrow piece of cloth as part 
of a dress xiv; garment covering the shoulders 
xv; (eccl.) clergyman’s scarf xvi. perh. - AN. 
deriv. of tip' (see -et). 

tippler fretailer of drink, tapster xiv; (from the 
vb.) habitual drinker xvi. of unkn orig. Hence 
tipple vb. tretail drink xv; drink habitually xvi. 

tipstaff fstaff with a tip carried by some 
officials; such an official, bailiff, etc xvi. Alt. of 
tipt (tipped) staff-, see tip1. 

tipsy slightly drunk, xvi. f. tip3 + sy. 
tiptoe (pi.) the tips of the toes, xiv; adv. xvi. f. 
tip1 + TOE. 

tiptop sb. highest point; adj. very highest, xviii. 
redupl. of top1, prob. with assoc, of tip1. 

tirade volley of words; section of verse on a 
single theme, xix - F. - It. tirata volley, f. 
tirare Rom. *tirare draw, of unkn. orig.; see 
-ADE. 

tire1 tfail, give out; become exhausted; exhaust, 
weary. OE. teorian, freq. in comps, ateorian, 
geteorian, of unkn. orig. Hence tiresome xvi. 

tire2 tget ready, equip; fattire xiv; dress (the 
hair or head) xvi. Aphetic of attire. Hence 

(arch.) tiring house xvi, room xvn, dressing 
room of a theatre, 

tire* see tyre. 
tiro, tyro beginner, novice, xvii. In earliest use 
pi. tyrones (with occas. sg. ttyron) - L. tiro, pi. 
tirones, in medL. also tyro, -ones, young soldier, 
recruit, beginner. 

tissue (arch.) rich cloth, esp. interwoven with 
gold or silver; fband of rich stuff xiv; woven 
fabric xvi; (fig.) fabric, network xvm; animal or 
vegetable substance xix - OF. tissu, sb. use of 
pp. of tistre weave L. texere weave. 

tit1 (dial, and vulgar) teat. OE. tit, corr. to 
(M)LG. titte, Du. tit, (M)HG. zitze. Hence titty 
(-Y®) XVIII. 

tit1 (dial.) small horse, (later) nag; (dial.) girl, 
young woman xvi; short for titmouse xviii. 

Occurs much earlier in comps, titmouse (xiv) 

and titling fsmall kind of stockfish (xrv), (dial.) 
hedge-sparrow, etc. (xvi), prob. of Scand. orig. 
(cf. Icel. titlingr sparrow, Norw. dial, titling 
small size of dried stockfish). 

tit3 in phr. tit for tat (cf. synon. t tip for tap) xvi. 
of symbolic orig. 

Titan the sun-god xv; (pi.) family of giants, born 
of Uranus and Gaea, (sg.) ancestor of these xvii; 

(gen.) giant xix. - L. Titan, -an-, elder brother of 
Kronos - Gr. Titdn, pi. Titdnes. Hence titanic 
XVII. 

titanium (chem.) metallic element, xviii. f. Gr. 
Titdn Titan, after uranium, see -ium. 

titbit delicate or toothsome morsel xvii; in¬ 
teresting item xviii. Earliest form tyd bit, i.e. tid, 
dial, word equiv. to nice, + bit1. 

tithe adj. (arch.) tenth OE., sb. tenth part of an¬ 
nual produce paid to the Church xii; tenth part 
xvi. OE. teoda, contr. of teogoda, ME. tiffe)pe, ti’pe\ 
see tenth. Hence tithe vb. OE. teodian, 
teogodian grant a tithe of. So tithing ( ing1) 

church tithe; company orig. of ten householders 
in the system of frankpledge. OE (Angl.) 
tigeding, (WS.) teodung. 

titillate tickle, xvii. f. pp. stem of L. titillare:, 
see -ate3. So titillation (pleasurable) excitation 
xv; tickling xvii. - (O)F. or L. 

titivate xix. Earlier tid(d)ivate, perh. f. tidy 

after cultivate. 
title finscription or legend; ground of right or 
claim xiii; name of a book, etc., descriptive ap¬ 
pellation xrv; (eccl.) certificate of presentation 
to a benefice, etc.; legal right to possession xv. - 
OF. title (mod. titre) - L. titulus placard, in¬ 
scription, title. 

titmouse small bird of the genus Parus. xrv. 
ME. titmose, f. tit1-)- mdse, OE. mdse = MLG., 
MDu. mese (Du. mees), OHG. meisa (G. meise) 
WGmc. *maison (cf. ON. meisingr). Alt. xvi by 
assoc, with mouse. 

titrate (chem ) ascertain the amount of a con¬ 
stituent in, by volumetric analysis, xix. f. F. 
titrer, f. titre title, qualification, fineness of gold 
or silver, (chem.) proportioning of the fixed 
quantity of a reagent used in analysis; see -ate3. 

titter laugh in a suppressed manner, xvii. of 
unit. orig. 

tittle point or dot over or under a letter xrv, 
smallest part or amount xv; to a t. with minute 
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exactness xvii. ME. titel, -il - L. titulus title, in 
medieval sense of‘little stroke’, ‘accent’, 

tittle-tattle idle talk or chatter, xvi. redupl. 
formation on tattle or combination of this with 
(dial.) tittle (xiv). 

titty see tit' . 

titubate stagger, totter, xvi. f. pp. stem of L. 
titubare, see ate3. So titubation xvii. - L. 

titular pert, to, serving as, or existing only in 
title, xvni. - F. titulaire or f. L. titulus title; see 
-AR. 

tmesis (gram.) separation of the elements of a 
word by interposing another, xvi. - Gr. tmesis 
cutting. 

T.N.T. initials of the els. of trinitrotoluene, xx. 
to prep, expressing motion or direction towards 
an object, addition, or the notion of the dative; 
with inf. meaning ‘for the purpose or with the 
object of’ (doing something), hence serving 
without meaning as a sign of the inf.; adv. (with 
full stress) surviving as in to and fro, shut to, 
and the like, and in too. OE. to adv. and prep, 
(mainly with dat.) = OS. to (Du. toe adv.), OHG. 
zo, zuo (G. zu)WGmc. *to. alongside OE. (ME.) 
te = OS. te, ti (Du. te), OHG. ze, zi, za WGmc. 
*ta. The IE. base *d6, d$ is repr. also by L. endo, 
indu (poet.) in, donee until, Gr. oikonde 
homewards, OSS. do to, till, 

toad OE tada, tadde (in place-names), short¬ 
ening of tadi(g)e. early ME. also tadde (xii); of 
unkn. orig. Comp, toadstool xv (tode stole, 
earlier tad(e) stole xiv). 

toady servile parasite, xix Based on toad-eater 
charlatan’s attendant who ate toads (held to 
be poisonous) xvii, fawning flatterer, humble 
friend or dependant xvm; see -y®. Hence vb. xix. 

toast1 parch xiv; brown (bread, etc.) by ex¬ 
posure to heat xiv. - OF. toster roast, grill 
Rom. *tostare, f, tost, pp. stem of L. torrere 
parch. Hence sb. toasted bread, xv. 

toast2 orig. favourite lady whose health is 
drunk to. xvii. Said to have been so named as 
being supposed to flavour the bumper like a 
spiced toast (toast1) in drink, 

tobacco xvi (tabac(c)o). - Sp., Pg. tabaco, of un- 
cert. orig. Hence tobacconist ftobacco-smoker 
xvi; seller of tobacco xvii. 

toboggan sb. xix - Canadian F. tabaganne, of 
Algonquian orig. Hence vb. xix. 

Toby familiar form of the name Tobias used as 
the name of (1) a jug or mug in the form of a 
stout old man with a three-cornered hat, (2) a 
trained dog in the Punch-and-Judy show. xix. 

toccata (mus.) piece for keyboard instruments 
intended to exhibit touch and technique, xvm. - 
It., sb. use of fern. pp. of toccare touch. 

tocher (Sc. and north, dial.) dowry xv (to 
quhyr). - Ir., OGael. tochar (modGael. tochradh) 
assigned portion, f. (OIr ) tochuirim I put to. 
assign, f. cuirim I put. 

tocsin alarm signal given by a bell, xvi (tock 
saine). - F. tocsin, OF. touquesain, toquassen - 
Pr. tocasenh, f. tocar strike + senh bell. 

tod1 (dial.) fox. xii. of unkn. orig. 
tod2 weight used for wool xv; bushy mass (esp 
of ivy) xvi. prob. of LG or Du. orig. (cf. LG todde 
bundle, pack). 

today on this very day OE.; in these days xm; 
sb. this day xvi; this present time xix. OE. todaeg, 
f. to to + dxg DAY. 

toddle ftoy with-, walk with short unsteady 
steps, xvi. of unkn. orig. 

toddy sap obtained from species of palm xvn; 
beverage made with whisky and hot water and 
sugar xvm. Earlier also tarrie, terry. - Hind. 
tari, f. tar palm tree Skr. tala- palmyra, 

to-do activity, bustle, fuss, xvii Evolved from 
such phr. as with much or more to do, in which 
much and more were orig. sbs. but were later 
apprehended as adjs. with to-do as a sb. 

toe sb OE. ta = MLG. te, (M)Du, tee, OHG. zeha 
(G. zeh(e)), ON. ta Gmc. *taix(w)on, of unkn. 
orig. Hence toe vb. furnish with a toe xvii; 
touch, etc., with the toe xix. 

toff (si) stylish or smart person, xix. The occas. 
var. toft may point to an alt of tuft as applied 
to noblemen and gentlemen-commoners at the 
university of Oxford. 

toffee xix. alt. of earlier north, taffy, of unkn. 
orig 

toft site of a house. Late OE. toft - ON. topt. 
tog (si.) fouter coat xvm; (pi.) clothes xix. prob. 
shortening of cant tog(e)man$ cloak, loose coat 
(xvi-xvn), f. F. toge or L toga (see next) + 
man(s), as in darkman(s) night, etc. 

toga xvi. - L., rel. to tegere cover. Hence togaed 
(-ED2) xix; earlier ttoged (xvii). Based on L. 
togatus. 

together into one company OE.; in one com¬ 
pany or body xm. ME. togedere, repl. togadere, 
OE. togaedere = MDu. tegadere (Du. -er), f. *to 
to + *gad-, as in OE. gaed fellowship, gegada 
associate; cf. gather. 

toggle (orig., naut.) device, e.g. a pin, to hold a 
thing in place, xvm. of unkn. orig. 

toil1 fverbal dispute, strife, turmoil xm; (from 
the vb.) severe labour xvi. - AN. toil = OF. tooil, 
touil, tueil bloody melee, trouble, confusion, f. 
tooillier (see below). So toil vb. fcontend in a 
lawsuit, dispute; labour arduously, xiv. - AN. 
toiler dispute, wrangle = OF. tooillier (mod. tou- 
iller mix, stir up) :-,L. tudiculare stir about, f. 
tudicula machine for bruising olives, f. *tud-, 
base of tundere beat, crush. 

toil2 (sg. and pi.) net(s) set to enclose game. xvi. - 
OF. toile, teile (mod. toile doth, linen, web)L. 
tela *texla, f. *tex- weave. 

toilet fcloth wrapper xvi; cloth cover for a 
dressing table, furniture of this, the table itself; 
dressing xvii; (lady's) dress xix. - F. toilette, dim. 
of toile cloth, etc.; see prec., -et. 

tokay rich sweet wine made near Tokaj in Hun¬ 
gary. xvm. - F. vin de Tokay, G. Tokayerwein, 
tr Hung, tokaji bor (bor wine), 

token sign, symbol, signal OE.; stamped piece 
of metal xvi; quantity of press work xvii. OE. 
tdc(e)n = OS. tecan (Du teeken), OHG. zeihhan 
(G. zeichen), ON teikn Gmc. *taiknam (cf. 
Goth, taikns *taikniz), rel. to *taikjan show, 
teach. So token vb. OE tacnian = MLG. teke- 
nen, OHG. zeihhanen, -on (G zeichnen), Goth. 
taiknjan. 

tolbooth feustom-house xiv; town hall, guild- 
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hall; town prison (orig. cells under the town 
hall) XV. f. TOLL' + BOOTH. 

Toledo (arch.) T. (blade, sword), one made 
at Toledo in Spain, long famous for finely 
tempered swordblades. xvr 

tolerable bearable, endurable xv; (-allowable; 
passable, moderate xvi. - (O)F. tolerable - L. 
tolerabilis, f. tolerare bear, endure; see -able. 
So tolerance (-endurance xv; disposition to be 
indulgent, xvm. - (O)F. tolerance - L. tolerantia. 
tolerant xvm. - F. tolerant, prp. of tolerer. 
tolerate (-endure; allow to exist xvi. - pp. stem 
of L. tolerare; see -ate*, toleration (-endurance; 
tpermission; forbearance xvi; allowance of the 
exercise of religion xvn. - F. - L. 

toll' payment for a privilege OE.; charge for a 
right of passage xv. OE. toll = OHG. zol (G. zoll), 
ON. tollr m.. with by-forms OE. toln (ftolne xi- 
xv), OS. tolna fern. - medL. toloneum, alt. of late 
L. teloneum - Gr. teldnion toll house, f. teldnes 
collector of taxes, f. telos toll, tax. 

toll* (of a bell or the ringer) give forth a sound 
from a bell repeated at regular intervals, xv. 
perh. spec, use of toll pull, usu. fig. entice, OE 
*tollian, rel. to fortyllan seduce, 

tolu balsam obtained from the tolu tree (My- 
roxylon balsamum). xvn. Name of a town in 
Columbia, S America. Hence toluol (chem.) 
earlier term for toluene, obtained from tolu 
balsam, xix. 

Tom familiar abbrev. of the pers. name Thomas, 
used (i) as the name of certain large bells (xvn), 
and long guns (xix, Long Tom), (ii) in desig¬ 
nations originating in quasi-proper names as 
tom-fool (-half-witted man (xvi), buffoon (xvn), 
stupid person (xvm); hence tomfoolery (xix); 
tom-noddy puffin (xvm), foolish person (xix); 
(iii) as the colloq. designation of a male cat, 
originating in ‘The Life and Adventures of a Cat’ 
(1760) in which the hero, a male cat, is called 
Tom the Cat. Hence dim. Tommy (-Y*) spec, 
short for Tommy Atkins familiar form of 
Thomas Atkins, name of a typical private soldier 
in the British army arising out of its use in speci¬ 
men forms of description in official regulations 
from 1815. Also tomboy (-bold boy or woman; 
wild romping girl xvi; tomtit titmouse (xvm). 

tomahawk xvii. of Algonquian orig. 
tomato xvii (tomate). - F or Sp., Pg. tomate - 
Nahuatl tomati, tomato, tomata, and tomatum 
were pseudo-Sp. and L. modifications (xvm). 

tomb xm. ME. t(o)umbe - AN. tumbe, (O)F. 
tombe late L. tumba - Gr. tumbos mound, 
tomb. 

tombac alloy of copper and zinc. xvn. - F. - 
Malay tembaga copper. 

tombola xix. - F. for It., f. tombolare turn a 
somersault, tumble, 

tomboy see Tom 
tome (-volume of a literary work; (large or 
heavy) book xvi. - F. - L. tomus - Gr. tomos slice, 
piece, roll of papyrus, volume. 

-tome1 terminal el. repr. Gr. -tomon, n. of -tomos 
-cutting, forming names of surgical instruments 

used in separations expressed by the corr 

words in -tomy. 
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-tome* terminal el. repr. Gr. tom( cutting, 
section, segment. 

tomentose closely covered with down. xvii. f. 
L. tomentum stuffing for cushions; see -ose'. 

Tommy see Tom. 

tomorrow adv. xm; sb. xiv. ME. to mor(e)we, 
earlier to morwen (mod. dial, to morn), OE. 
to morgenne, i.e. to To + d. of morgen morn, 

morrow. 

tom-tom xvii. - Hind, tarn tarn. 
-tomy terminal el. repr. Gr. -tomid, often 
through L. -tomia, F. -tomie, forming abstract 
sbs. from adjs. in -tomos cutting, 

ton’ unit used in measuring the carrying 
capacity of a ship, orig. space occupied by a tun 
of wine xiv; measure of capacity for solid com¬ 
modities xv; 20 cwt. Identical in origin with tun, 

of which it is a differentiated var. established in 
these senses since late xvii. 

ton* the vogue, the mode. xvm. - F. L. tonus 
tone. 

-ton terminal el. of many town names, repr. un¬ 
stressed development of OE. tun town, and 
consequently in many surnames, e.g. Longton, 
Somerton, whence extended to form desig¬ 
nations of persons and things, as simpleton, 
singleton. 

tondo circular painting, xix. - It. tondo round, 
circle, aphetic of rotondo round, 

tone musical sound or note xiv; larger interval 
between notes in the diatonic scale xvn; pitch, 
modulation of voice, etc.; degree of tension; style 
of thought, etc. prevailing state of conduct, etc.; 
any of the nine plainsong tunes xvm; word 
or syllable accent; quality of colour xix. repr 
various adoptions of (O)F. ton or its source L. 
tonus tension, sound, tone - Gr. tonos. So tonal 
xvm. - medL. tondlis\ see -al'. tonality xix. 

tonga two-wheeled vehicle used in India, xix. - 
Hindi tanga. 

tongs OE. tang(e), corr. to OS. tanga (Du. tang), 
OHG. zanga (G. zange), ON. tgng Gmc. *tarjg- 

IE. *dank- bite, repr. also by Gr. daknein bite, 
Skr. dasati bites. 

tongue muscular organ in the mouth; speech, 
language OE.; tongue-like object xiv. OE. tunge 
= OS. tunga (Du. tong), OHG. zunga (G. zunge), 
ON. tunga, Goth, tuggo Gmc. *turj3dn, rel. to 
L. lingua - *dingua. 

tonic pert, to tension xvn; increasing or re¬ 
storing the tone of the body xvm; (mus.) pert, to 
the keynote; pert, to tone in speech xix; sb. tonic 
medicine xvm; keynote xix. - F. tonique or Gr. 
tonikos, f. tonos tone. 

to-night on the night following this day OE.; on 
this present night xm; t(dial) last night xm; sb. 
this night, the night following this day xm. OE. 
toniht, f. to to + niht night. 

tonka t. bean, seed of S. Amer. tree of the genus 
Dipten>x. xvm. - local name in Guyana, 

tonnage duty levied on wine imported in tuns 
xv; (-charge for the hire of a ship at so much per 
ton of her burden xvi; charge per ton of freight 
xvn; shipping in relation to carrying capacity; 
carrying capacity of a ship expressed in tons of 
100 cubic feet xvm. - OF. tonnage, f. tonne tun; 

later assoc, directly with ton'; see -age. 
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tonneau rear body of a motor car. xx. - F., spec, 
application of tonneau cask (OF. tonnel), dim. of 
tonne tun. 

tonsil (usu. pi) gland at either side of the back 
of the mouth, xvn. - F. tensities or L. tonsillx pi. 

tonsorial pert, to a barber, xix. f. L. tonsdrius, 
f. tonsor barber, f. tons--, see next and -ial. 

tonsure shaving of the head. xrv. - (Q)F. ton- 
sure or L. tonsura, f. tons-, pp. stem of tondere 
shear, clip; see -ure. 

tontine a financial system, xvin. - F., f. name of 
Lorenzo Tonti, Neapolitan banker who initiated 
the scheme in France c.1653. 

too in addition, besides, moreover; |ex- 
ceedingly; in excess, excessively. Str. form of 
to adv., so sp. since xvr. 

tool OE. tot = ON. tol (n. pi.)Gmc. *t6wlam, f. 
*tdw- *taw-, whence OE. tawian prepare; see 
-EL1, TAW1. 

toot sound a horn. xvi. prob. - (M)LG. tuten, 
unless a parallel imit. formation. Hence tootle 
(-LE*) XIX. 

tooth pi. teeth. OE. tod = OS. (Du.) tand, 
OHG. zan (G. zahn), ON. tQnn Gmc. *tanp-, 
beside Goth. tunpus\ IE. *dont- *dent- *dnt- is 
repr. by Skr. ddn, ddnt-, Gr. od6n, oddnt-, L. 
dens, dent-, OIr. <Mt, W. dant, Lith. dantis; prp. 
formation on *ed- eat, the literal meaning 
being ‘the eater or chewer’. 

tootsy xix. Playful alt. of foot + -sy. 
top* (dial.) tuft (of hair; etc.), crest; highest point 
or part OE.; upper part or covering (platform at 
head of mast xv (ttop-castle xiv-xvi), uppermost 
part of a high boot xvn); first or foremost part 
xv. Late OE. topp = (M)Du. top crest, summit, 
tip, (O)HG. zopf plait, tress, ON. toppr top, tuft 
Gmc. *toppaz. Hence top vb. deprive of the top 
xiv; put a top on; overtop xvi. topper ( er1) ex¬ 
ceptionally good person or thing xvni; top-hat, 
tall hat xix. comp, topgallant top at head of 
topmast (xv), so called as having a superior 
position and making a brave show, 

top* circular toy having a point on which it is 
made to spin. Late OE. top (once); further evi¬ 
dence is not freq. until after 1400; the orig. is 
unkn. 

topaz precious stone, xra. ME. topace - OF, 
to pace, (also mod.) topaze - L. topaz(i)us, -ion - 
Gr. topazos, -dzion. 

tope1 small species of shark, xvu. of unkn. orig. 
tope* clump or plantation of trees, x vii. - Telugu 
tSpu, Tamil tdppu. 

tope* dome or tumulus to contain relics, etc. 
xix. - Hind, top Skr. stUpa-. 

tope4 drink (heavily), xvn. perh. alt. of synon. 
ttop xvi (of unkn. orig.) by assoc, with ttope 
(xvn) int. used as a pledging formula in drink 
ing - F. tope. 

topee, topi Indian name for the European hat, 
esp. sun helmet, xix. - Hindi (opi hat. 

tophus soft porous stone, esp. deposited by 
calcareous springs xvi; (path.) gouty deposit 
xvii. - L. tophus. 

topiary pert, to the trimming of shrubs into 
ornamental or fantastic shapes, xvi. - F. to- 
piaire - L. topiarius, f. topia fancy or landscape 

torque 

gardening - Gr. topia, pi. of tdpion, dim. of topos 
place; see -ary. Hence sb. xx. 

topic fadj. pert, to or of the nature of a com¬ 
monplace; sb. (pi.) name of Aristotle’s treatise 
Ta topika (lit. matters concerning com¬ 
monplaces) xvi; fconsideration, argument, head 
xvn; subject of a discourse, theme xvm. - Gr. 
topikos f. topos place; see -ic. So topical local; 
tpert. to general maxims xvi; pert, to subjects 
or current affairs xix. 

topo- comb, form of Gr. topos place, locality, 
topography description of the features of a 
locality, xv. - late L. topographic - Gr. to¬ 
pographic. So topographer, -graphic xvii, 
-graphical xvi. toponymy place-names of a 
region, xix. f. Gr. 6noma, onuma name; see -y*. 

topple (dial.) tumble about; fall through being 
top-heavy, xvi. f. top* vb. + -le*. 

topsy-turvy xvi. Earliest records have topsy 
tervy or tyrvy, but the somewhat later forms top- 
set, topside, may point to the origin in pp. set or 
sb. side-, for the second el. connection with ttime 
(turn) has been suggested; for the suffix see -y\ 

toque small cap or bonnet, xvi. - F., of unkn. 
orig. 

tor high rock, pile of rocks (esp. in local names). 
OE. torr, of Celt. orig. (cf. OW. twrr bulge, belly, 
Gael, torr bulging hill). 

-tor repr. L. terminal el. f. -t- of pps. -(--or1, as in 
actor, inventor. 

Torah Mosaic law, Pentateuch, xvi. - Heb. 
torch direction, instruction, doctrine, law. 

torch xm. - (O)F. torche Rom. *torca, for L. 
tor qua, f. torquere twist; the primary meaning is 
taken to have been ‘something twisted, as tow’, 

toreador xvn. - Sp. toreador, f. torear fight 
(bulls) in the ring, f. toro bullL. taurus bull. 
So torero xvin. 

toreutic pert, to working in metal or ivory, 
xix. - Gr. toreutikos, f. toreuein work in relief; 
see -ic. 

torii decorative gateway of a Shinto temple, 
xix. - Jap. 

torment ftorture with the rack, etc.; state of 
severe suffering; ^violent storm xm. OF. tor¬ 
ment, (also mod.) tourmentL. tormentum (:- 
*torquementum) engine for throwing missiles, 
cord, instrument of torture, f. torquere twist. So 
torment vb. xm. - (O)F. tourmenter. tor¬ 
mentor xm. - OF. tormenteor, see -or'. 

torment!! yellow-flowered herb. xv. - (O)F. 
tormentille - medL. tormentilla, of unkn. orig. 

tornado fviolent thunderstorm of the tropical 
Atlantic xvi; rotatory storm of Africa, etc. 
xvn (ternado). perh. orig. alt. - Sp. tronada 
thunderstorm (f. tronar thunder), later assim. 
to tornar turn; see -ado. 

torpedo (zool.) electric ray xvi; case charged 
with gunpowder to explode under water, self- 
propelled submarine missile xix. - L. torpedo, f. 
torpere be stiff or numb. 

torpid benumbed, lacking animation or vigour, 
xvu. - L. torpidus, f. torpere be sluggish; see -id1. 
So torpor xvu. - L.; see -or*. 

torque necklace, twisted band. xix. - F. - L. 
torques, f. torquere twist. 
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torrefy roast, xvn. - F. torrefier - L. torrefacere, 
f. torrere scorch; see fy. 

torrent xvii. - F. - It. torrente - L. torrens, -ent-, 
sb. use of prp. (scorching, (of streams) boiling, 
roaring, rushing) of torrere scorch; see -ent. 
Hence torrential xix. 

torrid scorched, scorching hot. xvi. - F. torride 
or L. torridus, f. torrere scorch; see -id’. 

torsion tgriping xv; twisting, twist xvi. - 
(0)F. - late L. torsio, -on-, by-form of tortid, f. 
tort-, pp. stem of torquere twist, 

torso xvm. - It. torso stalk, stump, trunk of a 
statueL. thyrsus stalk; see thyrsus. 

tort finjury, wrong xrv (rare before xvi); (leg.) 
breach of a duty xvi. - OF.medL. tcrtum, sb. 
use of n. of L. tortus, pp. of torquere twist, wring, 

torticollis (path.) wry neck, xix. f. L. tortus 
(see prec.) + collum neck. 

tortilla in Mexico, thin round cake of maize 
flour, xvn. - Sp., dim. of torta round cake late 
L. (Vulg.) torta. 

tortoise xv. The earliest exx. show a variety of 
forms reflecting medL. tortuca, (O)F. tortue, and 
(occas.) Sp. tortuga] the present form (of obscure 
orig.) appears in xvi. 

tortuous xv. - OF. tortuous (mod. tortueux) - 
L. tortuosus, f. tortus twisting, f. tort-, pp. stem 
of torquere twist; see -uous. 

torture sb. xvi - (O)F. torture or late L. tortura 
twisting, writhing, torment, f. tort-] see prec., 
-ure. Hence vb. xvi. 

torus pi. tori (archit.) large convex moulding 
xvi. - L. torus swelling, round moulding. 

Tory (hist.) from c.1645 one of the dispossessed 
Irish who became outlaws, rapparee; in 1679-80 
applied to anti-exclusioners, from 1689, member 
of one of the two great political parties of Great 
Britain. Presumably - Ir. *toraighe pursuer, 
implied in tdraigheachd pursuit, f. tdir pursue, 

tosh (si.) rubbish, nonsense, xix. of unkn. orig. 
toss throw or pitch about (in earliest use freq. 
of the sea), xvi. of unkn. orig. 

tot1 (colloq.) very small child xvih; small drink¬ 
ing vessel, dram of drink xix. of unkn. orig. 

tot1 (colloq.) sum up. xvm. f. tot, abbrev. of 
TOTAL. 

total pert, to or comprising the whole, xrv. - 
(O)F. - scholL. totalis, f. totum the whole, sb. use 
of n. of tdtus entire, whole. So totality xvi. - 
scholL. totalitas. Hence totally (ly1) xvi. 
totalize xix, whence totalizator apparatus for 
registering the total of operations, spec, the 
number of tickets sold to betters on a horse race 
(xix). 

totem among Amer. Indians, hereditary badge 
of a tribe or group, xvm. of Algonquian orig. 

tother (dial.) the t. the other. xiii. ME. pe toper, 
for pet oper, orig. n. of OE. se Oder the other, the 
second; see the1, that', other. 

totter fswing xn; rock tq and fro on its base xrv; 
move with unsteady steps xvii. ME. toter swing - 
MDu. tourteren swing, corr. to OE. tealtrian 
totter, stagger. 

toucan xvi. - Tupi tucana, Guarani tuca., tuca. 
touch vb. xiii. ME. toche, t(o)uche - OF. tochier, 
tuchier (mod. toucher) Rom. *toccare make a 
sound like toe, of imit. orig. Much used in 

comps., spec, with ref. to ready ignition (prob. 
from OF. toucher set fire), as in touch-hole, 
touchwood xvi; also touchstone stone to test 
gold and silver alloys (xvi), based on OF. tou- 
chepierre. Hence touchy easily moved to take 
offence; feasily ignited; risky, xvn. perh. partly 
an alt. of tetchy; see -y\ 

touching prep, concerning, relating to. xrv. - 
(O)F. touchant, prp. of touch(i)er touch. 

tough of strongly cohesive substance OE.; 
severe,violent xm; capable of great endurance 
xrv; difficult to solve xvii. OE. toh = OHG. zdh, 
MLG. td Gmc. *taijxuz. 

toupee (artificial) lock of hair. xvm. - F. toupet 
tuft of hair esp. over the forehead, f. OF. to(u)p, 
of Gmc. orig.; see top', -et. Superseded by 

toupet xvm. 
tour one’s turn, spell of duty xrv; fcircular 
movement xv; travelling round, circuitous jour¬ 
ney xvii. - (O)F. tour, earlier tor L. tornus 
lathe (see turn). Hence tour vb. make a tour 
(of), xvm. tourist xvm, tourism xix. 

tourmaline brittle pyro-electric mineral orig. 
from Ceylon, xvm. - F., ult. f. Sinhalese tora- 
malli cornelian. 

tournament medieval tilting match, xm. ME. 
turne-, tornement - AN. vars. of OF. tur-, tor- 
neiement, f. torneier, see next, -ment. 

tourney tournament, xm. - OF. tornei (mod. 
tournoi), f. torneier (whence vb. xm) Rom. 
*tornididre, f. L. tornus turn. 

tourniquet xvn. - F., taken to be alt. of OF. 
tournicle, var. of t(o)unicle coat of mail, by assoc, 
with tourner turn. 

tousle pull about roughly, dishevel, xv. fre¬ 
quent. f. (dial.) touse, ME. t{o)use in totuse (xm), 
betouse (xrv), repr. OE. *tusian = LG. tusen pull 
or shake about, OHG. zirzuson, erzusen tear to 
pieces, clear of undergrowth (G. zausen), rel. to 
L. dumus, earlier dusmus bushes, brambles, Ir. 
doss bush; see -le*. 

tout tpeep, peer xrv; (si.) watch, spy on xvn; 
solicit custom or votes importunately xvm. ME. 
tuteOE. *tutian, f. *tut- project, stick out, repr. 
by OE. tytan (once) peep out, become visible, 
MLG. tute horn, funnel (LG. tut(e) spout), MDu. 
tute nipple (Du. tuit spout, nozzle), ON. tuta 
teat-like prominence. Hence tout sb. fthieves’ 
scout xvm; touter for custom, etc. xix. 

tow' fibre of flax, etc. xiv. - MLG. touw OS. 
tou = ON. to wool, tow, rel. to OE. tow- in 
tower deft spinning, etc. 

tow1 fdrag OE.; draw (a vessel) on the water 
by a rope xiv. OE. togian = MLG. togen, OHG. 
zogon, ON. togaGmc. *t03djan, f. *to3- *tU3- (cf. 
team). So towage charge for towing a vessel 
xvi; action of towing xvii. orig. - AN. towage, 
AL. towagium, f. ME. towe, tojetow. 

toward adj. fcoming, future, impending OE., 
tpromising, disposed to learn, docile xm; 
favourable, propitious xix. OE. toweard = OS. 
toward, -werd, OHG. zuowart, -wert ‘directed 
forwards’, f. Gmc. *to to + *ward- -ward. Hence 
prep, in the direction of. OE. toweard, n. of the 
adj. towards in same sense. OE. toweardes] see 
-WARDS. 

towel xm. ME. towaile, towelle, touel - OF. 
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toail(l)e (mod. touaille)Gmc. *pwaxljd (OHG. 
dwahila, G. dial, zwehle napkin), f. *bwaxan 
wash (OE. pwean, etc.); see -el’. 

tower sb. mi. ME. tur, later tour, towr - AN., 
OF. tur, tor (mod. tour) L. turris, turr- - Gr. 
turris, tursis, tursos. Hence tower vb. rise to a 
great height; soar like a hawk. xvi. 

town fenclosure, garden, yard; (now Sc.) 
building(s) on a piece of enclosed land, farm¬ 
stead; (dial.) cluster of buildings or houses OE.; 
inhabited place having an independent ad¬ 
ministration mi; inhabitants of a town xrv; 
(U S.) division for local or state government xix. 
OE. tun = OS. tun (Du. tuin garden), OHG. zun 
(G. zaun) fence, hedge, ON. tun Gmc. *tunaz, 
*tunam, rel. to Celt. *dun- in place names (e g. 
Augustodunum Autun), OIr. dun, W. din fort, 
castle, camp, fortified place. Comps, and derivs. 
town-clerk xrv. townee, U.S. towny one of the 
townspeople xix. township OE. tunscipe. 
townsman fvillager, villein OE.; man of a town 
xv. OE. tunesman. 

toxic poisonous xvn; due to poisoning xix. - 
medL. toxic us, f. L. toxicum poison - Gr. toxikon 
(phdrmakon) (poison) by smearing arrows, n. of 
toxikos, f. toxa pi. (bow and) arrows, f. toxon 
bow; see -ic. Hence toxin poison produced by a 
microbe, xix. 

toxophilite devotee of archery, xvm. f. Tox- 
ophilus, title of a book (1545) by Roger Ascham, 
intended to mean ‘lover of the bow’, f. Gr. toxon 
bow + -philos -phil; see -ite. Hence toxophily 
(-Y*) XIX. 

toy A. famorous play xiv; fsportive or fantastic 
action, antic, trick xv; B. trifling object; thing to 
play with xvi. of unkn. orig. 

trace1 tpath, course xiii; fseries of footprints, 
track xiv; vestige, mark xvn. - (O)F., f. corr. vb. 
OF. trader (mod. tracer)Rom. *tractiare, f. L 
tractus tract*. So trace vb. A. proceed in a line 
or track; B. make marks on a plan, etc. xiv. - 
OF. Hence tracery tplace for tracing xv; in¬ 
tersecting rib-work in a Gothic window xvn. 

trace* pair of ropes, etc. attached to the collar 
of a draught animal xiv; each of these xv. ME. 
trais, first as coll, pi., later as sg. - OF. trais, 
pi. of trait draught, harness-strap L. tractus 
draught, f. pp. stem of trahere draw, 

trachea (anat.) tube extending from the larynx 
to the bronchi, xvi (earlier in troche arteria or 
arterie xv). - medL. trachea, for late L. trachia - 
Gr. trakheia, fern, of trakhus rough, 

trachyte gritty volcanic rock. xix. - F., f. Gr. 
trakhus rough or trakhutes roughness, 

track mark left by the passage of something xv; 
line of travel or motion xvi; path laid down xix. - 
(O)F. trac, perh. - MDu., LG. tre(c)k drawing, 
draught, pull. Hence, or - F. traquer, track vb. 
xvi. 

tract1 tractate, (later) short pamphlet, xv. poss. 
shortening of L. tractatus tractate. Hence 
tractarian writer of tracts (spec, of con¬ 
tributors to the ‘Tracts for the Times’ 1833-41 
published at Oxford), xix. 

tract* (liturg.) item replacing the Alleluia in the 
Mass from Septuagesima to Easter Eve. xrv. - 
medL. tractus, spec, use of L. tractus (see next). 

tract* act of drawing or something drawn in 
various uses identical with those of trace1 and 
track (rare before xvi), now chiefly ‘stretch or 
extent of territory’ (so in L ). - L. tractus, f. pp. 
stem of trahere draw. 

tractable xvi. - L. tractdbilis, f. tractdre treat; 
see -able. 

tractate xv. - L. tractdtus, f. tractdre treat, see 
-ATE1. 

traction drawing, draught xvn; drawing of 
vehicles or loads along a road (hence t. engine) 
xix. - F. traction or medL. tractid, -on-, f. pp. 
stem of trahere draw; see -ion. So tractor ( or1) 
(med.) device to be drawn or rubbed over the 
skin xvn; instrument for pulling xix; traction 
engine xx. 

trade tcourse, way, track xrv, regular practice 
of a business or profession xvi; buying and sell¬ 
ing in this. - MLG. trade track (OS. trada = 
OHG. trcrta), rel. to tread, trade wind orig. any 
wind that blows in a constant direction, xvn. f. 
phr. tblow trade blow in a regular or habitual 
course. 

tradition that which is handed down as belief 
or practice xiv; delivery, transmission xvi. - 
(O)F. tradicion, (also mod.) -tion, or L. traditio, 
-on-, f. tradere hand over, deliver, f. trans- 
+ dare give; see -ition. Hence traditional (-al1) 
xvii. 

traduce ttransport;^translate; ttransmit; 
propagate; speak evil of (falsely), xvi. - L. trd- 
ducere, f. trdns trans- + diicere lead, 

traffic transportation of goods for purposes of 
trade xvi; passing to and fro of people, etc. xix. - 
F. traf[f)ique (mod. trafic)\ ult. orig. unkn. 

tragacanth medicinal gum from plants of the 
genus Astragalus, xvi. - F. tragacante or L. 
tragacantha - Gr. tragdkantha goat’s-thom, f. 
trdgos he-goat + dkantha thorn, 

tragedy dramatic piece (fearlier, tale) having a 
disastrous ending xrv; calamitous event xvi. - 
(O)F. tragedie - L. tragoedia - Gr. tragdidid, usu. 
taken to be f. trdgos goat + oid£ ode. So tra¬ 
gedian tragic poet xrv; tragic actor xvi. - OF. 
tragediane, F. tragedien. tragic xvi. - F. tra- 
gique - L. tragicus - Gr. tragikos, f. trdgos, but 
assoc, with tragdidid. tragical xv. f. L. tragicus-, 
see -al1. tragicomedy xvi. - F. tragicomedie 
or It. tragicommedia - late L. tragicomcedia, for 
tragicocomced ia. 

tragopan pheasant of the genus Tragopan, 
having fleshy horns, xix. - L. - Gr. tragopan, f. 
trdgos goat + Pdn Pan. 

trail intr. hang down and drag along; trans. 
drag or draw along, xiv. prob. of mixed orig. - 
OF. traillier or MLG., MFlem. treilen haul (a 
boat), which point to Rom. or popL. *traguldre 
(to which OE. traegelian ‘carpere’ conforms), f. 
L. trdgula drag-net, etc. 

train tarrying, delay xrv; thing that drags or 
trails (first of the trailing part of a garment) xv; 
sequence or series; number of carriages, 
etc. coupled together xix - (O)F. train m., 
traine fern., f. OF. (orig.) trahiner, trainer, (mod. 
trainer) Rom. *traginare, f. *tragere for L. 
trahere draw; the OF. vb. is the orig. source of 
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train vb. fdraw, allure, etc. xv; instruct and 
discipline xvi. 

train-oil oil obtained by boiling from whale 
blubber, etc. xvi. repl. earlier train, trane{\\) - 
(M)LG. tran, MDu. traen (Du. traan) = G. tran, 
rel. to trdne tear, drop, 

traipse see trapes. 

trait fstroke xvi; feature, characteristic xvm. - 
F.L. tractus drawing, draught (see tract*). 

traitor xm. - OF. trait(o)ur L. trdditor, -or-, 
agent-noun f. trddere deliver, betray, f. trans- 

+ dare, give; see -tor. 

trajectory xvii. - medL. trdjectdrius, f. traject-, 
pp. stem of traicere, f. trans- + jacere throw; see 
-ory'. 

tram1 A. fcontrivance, lit. and fig. xrv; B. 
loosely twisted silk thread used for weft xvii. 

In A. - (O)F. trame woof, cunning device, 
machination L. trama woof; in B. a new 
adoption from modF. 

tram* (Sc.) shaft of a barrow or cart xvi; 
(coalmining, north.) frame or skeleton truck for 
carrying coal-baskets xvi; line or track or wood, 
stone, or iron, road laid with such lines, (short 
for tram-car) passenger car running on tram¬ 
lines xix. (in AL. trama xrv) - MLG., MDu. trame 
balk, beam, rung of a ladder, of unkn. orig.; the 
sense-development in Eng. is obscure, 

trammel fishing-net having three layers of net¬ 
ting xrv; hobble for a horse xvi; thing that 
hinders free action xvn. - (O)F. tramail (mod. 
tremail) - medL. tramaculum, var. of tre-, tri- 
maculum, perh. f. L. tri- +macula mesh. Hence 
trammel vb. in several techn. uses xvi; (fig.) 
hinder the action of xviii. 

tramontane lying beyond the mountain (spec, 
the Alps) from Italy, xvi. f. It. tramontane north 
wind, pole star, tramontani dwellers beyond the 
mountains - L. transmontdnus, f. trans- + mons, 
mont- mount1. 

tramp stamp, tread heavily xiv; walk steadily 
xvi. prob. of LG. or Du. orig.; cf. MLG. trampen. 

trample ftramp, stamp xrv; tread upon xvi. f. 
TRAMP+ -LE*. 

trance fextreme dread or doubt; suspension of 
consciousness, hypnotic state xrv. - OF. transe 
(mod. trance), f. transir depart, be benumbed - 
L. transire pass over (see transient). 

tranquil xvn. - F. tranquille or L. tranquillus. 
trans- comb, form of L. prep trans across, 
beyond, over, corr. to Umbrian tra(ha)f, tra(ha) 
with cogns. in Skr., Celt., and Gmc. (see 
through). In several L. vbs. and their derivs. 
the prefix was reduced to trd before a cons., e.g. 
trddere (see tradition), traicere (see tra¬ 

jectory); ss resulting from composition with an 
initial s is simplified, as in transcribe. 

transact tdo business, treat xvi; carry through, 
manage xvii. f. transact-, pp. stem of L. trans 
igere drive through, accomplish, f. trans 

+ cigere drive, do. So transaction fadjustment 
of a dispute xv; action of transacting, matter 
transacted xvii. - late L. 

transcend pass (a limit) or the limits of xrv; 
rise above, surpass xv; fgo beyond, climb over 
xvi. - OF. transcendre or L. tran(s)scendere 
climb over, surmount, f. trans- + scandere 

climb. So transcendence, -ency xvii. - late L. 
transcendentia. transcendent xvi, transcen¬ 
dental XVIII. 

transcribe make a copy of xvi; transliterate 
xvii. - L. transcriber, f. trans- + scribere write. 
So transcript xm. ME. transcrit - (O)F., later 
(xv) assim. to L. transcriptum, sb. use of n. pp. 
of transcriber, transcription xvi. - F. or 
late L. 

transect cut across, xvii. f trans- + sect-, pp. 

stem of L. secure cut. 
transept transverse part of a cruciform 
church, either arm of this. xvi. - modL. tran- 
septum ‘cross division'; see trans-, septum. 

transfer convey from place to place xrv; make 
over by legal process xvi; convey (a design) from 
one surface to another xix. - L. transferre (or F. 
transferer), f. trans- + ferre bear*. Hence trans¬ 

fer sb., transference xvu. 
transfigure xm. - (O)F. transfigurer or L. 
transfigurare, f. trans- +figure figure. So 
transfiguration xrv (first in ref. to the change 
in the appearance of Jesus Christ as narrated in 
Matt. 17: 2, Mark 9: 2-3). 

transfix impale upon a sharp point xvi; fig. 
xvii. f. transfix-, pp. stem of transfigere, see 
TRANS-, FIX. 

transform xrv. - (O)F. transformer or L. trans¬ 
former; see trans-, form. So transformation 

xv. - (O)F. or late L. 
transfuse pour from one place'to another, xv. - 
transfus-, pp. stem of L. transfunder; see 
TRANS-, FUSE*. 

transgress go beyond the bounds prescribed 
by law, etc. xvi. - transgress-, pp. stem of L. 
transgredi; see trans-, digress. So trans¬ 

gression xv. - (O)F. - L. 
tranship, xviii. f. trans- +• ship vb. 
transient xvii. - L. transiens, transeunt-, prp 
of transire pass over, f. trans- + ire go. So tran¬ 

sit xv. - L. iransitus. transition xvi. - (O)F. 
or L. transitive (gram.) taking a direct object; 
passing into another condition, xvi. - late L. 
transitivus. transitory xiv. - AN. transitorie, 
(O)F transitoire - ChrL. transitorius; see -ory*. 

transire warrant permitting the passage of 
merchandise, xvi. - L. transire pass over, f. 
trans- + ire go. 

translate A. remove from one place to another; 
B. turn from one language into another, xm. 
prob. first in pp. translate - L. translatus, func 
turning as pp. of transferre transfer; but perh. 
reinforced by OF. translater, medL. translator. 
So translation, translator xrv. - OF. or L. 

transliterate replace (letters of one language) 
by those of another for the same sounds, xix. f. 
trans-+ L. littera letter +-ate*. So trans¬ 

literation XIX. 

translucent fshining through xvi; trans 
parent xvii. - L. translucens, -ent-, prp. of trans- 
lucere; see trans-, lucid. 

transmarine that is beyond the sea. xvi. - L. 
transmarinus; see trans-, marine. 

transmigration fremoval of the Jews into 
captivity at Babylon xiii; passage from one place 
to another xiv; passage of the soul at death into 
another body, metempsychosis xvi. - late L. 



transmit 502 trawl 

transmigrdtio, -on- change of country, f. trans- 
migrdre, whence transmigrate xvii (pp. xv); 
see TRANS-, MIGRATE, -ATION. 

transmit send across a space xrv; pass on by 
communication xvii; cause to pass through a 
medium. - L. transmitter. So transmission 
xvi. - L. transmissio, -on-: see trans-, mission. 

transmogrify (colloq.) transform, esp. into a 
strange shape, xvn. of unkn. orig.; see -ify. 

transmutation fchange of condition xrv; con¬ 
version into something else; (alch.) xv; (biol.) 
xvn. - (O)F. transmutation or late L. trans- 
mutdtid, on-, f. L. transmutdre (whence trans¬ 
mute vb. xv); see trans-, mutation. 

transom cross-beam, esp. spanning an open¬ 
ing. xrv. ME. traversayn, transyn, -ing - (O)F. 
traversin in same sense, f. traverse traverse. 

transparent that can be seen through xv; (fig.) 
xvi. - (O)F. transparent - medL. transparens, 
-ent-, f. L. trans- +pdrere appear. So trans¬ 
parency xvi. 

transpire emit as vapour xvi; pass out as vap¬ 
our xvn; come to be known, leak out xvm; 
(hence, by misapprehension, first U.S.) happen 
xix. - F. transpirer or medL. transpirare, f. L. 
trans- + spirdre breathe. 

transplant xv. - late L. transplantdre: see 
trans-, plant. 

transpontine that is across the bridge, spec, 
any of the London bridges, i.e. south of the 
Thames, and so pert, to the drama of Surrey-side 
theatres in xix. xix. f. trans-+ L. pons, pont- 
bridge+iNE*. 

transport convey from place to place xrv; carry 
away with emotion xvi. - OF. transporter or L. 
transportdre, f. trans- + portdre carry. Hence 
or - (O)F. transport conveyance from one place 
to another or means of this xv; state of being 
‘carried out of oneself xvn. Hence trans¬ 
portation conveyance xvi; penal removal xvn. 

transpose fchange into something else xrv; 
change the position or order of xvi. - (O)F. 
transposer, f. trans- trans- + poser pose. So 
transposition xvi. - F. or late L. 

trans-ship see tranship. 
transubstantiation change of substance xrv; 
spec, of the Eucharistic bread and wine xvi. - 
medL. tran(s)substantiatio, -on-, f. tran(s)sub- 
stantidre, whence transubstantiate xvi (as pp. 
xv); see -ate*’*, -ation. Hence consubstantia- 
tion controversialist’s term to designate the 
Lutheran doctrine of the Eucharistic presence 
in, with, and under the substantially unaltered 
bread and wine. xvi. See con-. 

transverse xvii. - L. transversus, pp. of trans- 
vertere turn across; see trans-, verse. So trans¬ 
versal (-al1) xv. - medL. 

trap1 contrivance for catching animals OE.; 
movable covering as of an opening in a floor xiv; 
means of confining and releasing objects xvi; 
(perh. for rattle trap) small carriage on springs 
xix. OE. trxppe (in coltetrxppe Christ’s thorn), 
treppe, corr. in form and sense to MDu. trappe, 
medL. trappa, OF. trape (mod. trappe), but the 
mutual relations are obscure. So trap vb. OE. 
betreppan. trapper (er1) xviii. 

trap* (min.) igneous rock. xvm. - Sw. trapp, f. 

trappa stair; so named from the stair-like 
appearance. 

trapes, traipse (colloq., dial.) walk in slovenly 
or aimless fashion, xvi. of unkn. orig. Hence sb. 
sloven xvii; tiresome walk xix. 

trapeze gymnastic apparatus consisting of a 
crossbar supported by two ropes, xix. - F. tra¬ 
peze - late L. trapezium (see next), 

trapezium (geom.) irregular quadrilateral xvi; 
quadrilateral having only one pair of opposite 
sides parallel xvii. - late L. - Gr. trapezion, f. 
trdpeza table, for *tetra-peza, f. tetra- + IE. 
*ped- foot. So trapezoid quadrilateral no two 
sides of which are parallel, xvm. - modL. 
trapezoides - late Gr. trapezoeidis. 

trapping (chiefly pi.) covering spread over har¬ 
ness xrv; (in wider use) external ornaments 
xvi. f. base of synon. ftrappo(u)r (xm) - AN. 
*trapour, var. of OF. drapure, f. drop cloth; with 
substitution of -ing'. 

Trappist monk of a Cistercian community 
established in 1664 by De Ranee, abbot of La 
Trappe, Normandy, xix. - F. Trappiste, f. La 
Trappe, see -ist. 

traps (colloq.) personal effects, belongings, xix. 
of uncert. orig.; perh. contr. of trappings. 

trash broken twigs, etc.; worthless stuff, xvi. 
of unkn. orig. 

traumatic caused by a wound, xvii. - late L. 
traumaticus - Gr. traumatikos, f. trauma, 
traumat- wound (whence trauma xvm); see -ic. 

travail (arch.) labour, toil; labour of childbirth, 
xm. - (O)F. travail painful effort, trouble, work 
f. (O)F. travailler (whence obs. or arch, travail 
vb. xm)Rom. *trepdlidre, f. medL. trepalium 
instrument of torture, presumably f. L. tres, tria 
three+pdlus stake. The etymol. meaning of the 
vb. was ‘put to torture’, whence, through the 
refl. use (‘put oneself to pain’) the sense ‘toil, 
labour’, which survives in F., whereas the Eng. 
vb. ult. became restricted to the sense ‘journey’, 
with the sp. travel (xrv). Hence traveller ( er1) 
xiv; traveller's joy kind of clematis which adorns 
the wayside xvi. travelogue talk or lecture 
about travel, xx. irreg., with -logue of mono¬ 
logue, dialogue. 

traverse run, move, or pass across or through; 
act against or in opposition to. xiv. - (O)F. tra¬ 
verser late L. traversdre, transversare, f. trans¬ 
versus transverse. So traverse sb. something 
that crosses (lit. and fig.), xrv. - OF. trovers and 
traverse, partly f. the vb., partly repr. sb. uses of 
n. and f. pp. 

travertin(c) concretionary limestone de¬ 
posited from water, xvm. - It. travertino, for 
earlier ftivertino L. tiburtinus, adj. of Tibur 
(now Tivoli) in ancient Latium; see -ine*. 

travesty xvii. freq. in xvn in Virgil travestiie), 
adoption of the title of Scarron’s ‘Le Virgile tra¬ 
vesty en vers burlesques’ (1648); - F. travesti, 
pp. of travestir - It. travestire, f. tra- (:- L. trans-) 
+ vestire clothe. 

trawl fish with a drag-net xvii; use a seine-net 
to catch fish xix. prob. - MDu. traghelen drag, 
rel. to traghel drag-net, perh. - L. trdgula drag¬ 
net, obscurely f. trahere draw. Hence trawl sb. 
xvm, short for trawl-net (xvii). trawler (-er1) 



tray 

one who fishes with a trawl-net xvi; vessel using 
trawl-nets xix. 

tray shallow open vessel, now a flat board with 
raised rim. OE. *treg, *trieg, recorded only late 
as trig = OSw. tre corn-measure Gmc. *trau- 
jam, f. *trau-, *treu- wood (see tree). 

treachery xm. - <0)F. trecherie, (also mod.) tri- 
cherie, f. tricher cheat; see trick, -ery. So 
treacherous xiv. - OF. trecherous. 

treacle fsalve regarded as an antidote to 
venomous bites, etc. xrv; fin names of plants of 
reputed medicinal value xv; tsovereign remedy 
xvi; uncrystallized syrup produced in refining 
sugar xvn. ME. triacle - OF. L. theriaca - Gr. 
theriaki, sb. use of fern, of adj. f. therion wild 
beast, venomous animal, dim. of thtr wild beast, 

tread pt. trod, pp. trodden step or walk upon; 
intr. with on, upon OE.; thresh by trampling xiv. 
OE. str. vb. tredan = OS. tredan (Du. treden), 
OHG. tretan (G. treten) WGmc. *tredan\ cf. 
wk grade Gmc. *trud- repr. by ON. troda, Goth. 
trudan. Hence tread sb. xiii. Comps, treadmill 

xrx, fcreadwheei xvi. 
treadle tstep, stair OE.; lever worked with the 
foot xv. OE. tredul, f. tredan, see prec. and -le1. 

treason betrayal of trust xm; violation by a 
subject of his allegiance xiv. ME. treison, tre- 
soun - AN. treisoun, tres(o)un, OF. traison (mod. 
trahison)L. trdditio, -on-, f. tradere deliver up, 
betray, f. trans- + dare give. Hence treason¬ 

able perfidious xiv (chiefly Sc. till xvn). 
treasure wealth, riches; valued thing, xu. ME. 
tresor - (O)F. tresor Rom. *tresaurus, unexpl. 
alt. of L. thesaurus (see thesaurus). Hence tre¬ 

asure vb. xiv (rare before xvii). So treasurer 

(-ER2) xm. - AN -"’sorer, (O)F. (mod.) tresorier. 
treasure tiv v* treasure found hidden of un¬ 
known ownersnip xvi (also trovey). - AN. tresor 
trove, i.e. tresor treasure, trove, pp. of trover (F. 
trouver) find, treasury xm. - OF. tresorie, for 
tresorerie\ see -y*. 

treat deal with xm; trans. xrv. ME. trete - AN. 
treter, OF. tretier, traitier (mod. traiter) L. 
tractare drag, handle, manage, investigate, dis¬ 
cuss, negotiate, f. pp. stem of trahere draw. So 
treat sb. tagreement, treaty xiv; entertainment 
xvn. treatise book or writing in which a subject 
is treated, xiv. - AN. tretis, OF. *traitiz. Hence 
treatment xvi. 

treaty tiiterary treatment, discussion xiv; dis 
cussion of terms; covenant, contract xv. ME. 
trete{e) - AN. trete, (O)F. traite L. tractatus 
tractate; see -y5. 

treble threefold, triple xrv; sb. quantity 3 times 
as great as another xv; (mus.) highest or upper 
part in a harmonized composition, soprano 
xrv. - OF. - L. triplus triple. The development 
of the mus. use is obscure, 

tree perennial plant having a woody stem and 
of considerable height and size; piece of wood 
(as in axle t., cross t., swingle t., saddle t„ boot t., 
and treenail) OE.; pedigree xm. OE. treo(w) - 
OS. trio, treo (MDu. tere), ON. tre, Goth, triu :- 
Gmc. *trewam, f. zero-grade of IE. *deru- *doru- 
*dru-, repr. by Skr. ddru, dru- tree, Gr. doru, pi. 
doura wood, spear, Lith. derva pinewood. Olr. 
daur, W. derwen oak. Hence tre(e)nail 

503 -tress 

cylindrical pin of hard wood used in fastening 
timbers together, xm. 

trefa, trifa meat not slaughtered according to 
Jewish law. xix. - Heb. frephah flesh of an ani¬ 
mal torn, as by a wild beast, f. tdraph tear, rend, 

trefoil plant of the genus Trifolium, having 
triple leaves, xrv. ME. treyfoyle, trifolie - AN. 
trifoil - L. trifolium, f. tri-+folium leaf, foil2. 

trek (S. Air.) make a journey by ox wagon, 
(hence) travel. Also sb. six. - Afrikaans - 
(M)Du trekken draw, pull, travel, 

trellis grating used as a support or screen, xrv. 
ME. trelis - OF. trehs, -ice Rom. *trilicius, -ia, 
f. L. trilix, -lie-, f. tri- + licium thread of a warp, 

tremble xiv. - (O)F. trembler Rom. *tre- 
mulare, rel. to L. tremulus tremulous. 

tremendous terrific, dreadful xvn; immense 
xix. f. L. tremendus, gerundive of tremere 
tremble, tremble at, rel. to tremor; see -ous. 

treraolando (mus.) with tremulous effect, 
xix. - it., prp. of tremolare tremble. So tremolo 
xix. 

tremor fterror xrv; involuntary shaking of the 
body; tremulous movement, as of the earth 
xvn. - OF. tremour and (later) L. tremor, rel. 
to tremere, Gr. tremein tremble. So tremulous 
xvn. f. L. tremulus. 

trenail see tree. 
trench ttrack cut through a forest xrv; long nar¬ 
row excavation xv. - OF. trenche cutting cut, 
ditch, slice, f. trenchier (mod. tr a richer) cut 
(whence trench vb. xv) Rom. *trinedre - L. 
trunedre. 

trenchant cutting (lit. and fig.), xiv. - OF. 
trenchant (mod. tranchant), prp. of trancher, see 
prec., -ant. 

trencher feutting instrument; board on which 
food was served xrv (hence t.-man feeder, eater 
xvi); (also t.-cap) academic cap thought to re¬ 
semble a square platter xvm. - AN. trenchour, 
OF. trencheoir, f. trenchier cut; see trench, -ers, 

-or1 
trend frevolve, roll OE.; take a specified 
direction xvi. OE. trendan, f. Gmc. *trend- 
*trand- *trund-, repr. also by OE. trinda round 
lump, ball, atrendlian roll away; cf. trundle. 

Hence trend sb. the way something turns away, 
general direction, xvih. 

trental set of thirty requiem masses, xiv. - OF. 
trentel and medL. trentalis, f. popL. *trenta, for 
L. triginta thirty. 

trepan (surg.) saw for cutting out pieces of 
bone. xiv. - medL. trepanum - Gr. trupanon 
borer, f. trupdn pierce, bore. So vb. and 
trepanation xrv. - (O)F. trepaner, trepanation. 

trepidation tremulous agitation, flurry; vi¬ 
bration, tremor, xvii. - L. trepidatio, on-, f. tre 
pidare, f. trepidus alarmed, agitated; see -ation. 

trespass transgression xm; actionable wrong 
or offence xiv. - OF. trespas (mod. trepas), f. vb. 
trespasser (whence trespass vb. xiv) - medL. 
transpassdre, see trans , pass2. 

tress plait or long lock of hair. xm. - (O)F. tresse, 
tiresce, of unkn. orig. 

-tress comp, suffix formed by the addition of 
-ess' to sbs. in -ter, -tor, as actor I actress, 
hunter / huntress. 



treasure 

tressure fheaddress xiv; (her.) diminutive orle 
xv; (numismatics) circular enclosure xvih. ME. 
tressour - OF.L. *tricidtorium, later tressure - 
OF. tress(e)ure. See tress, -ure. 

trestle xrv. - OF. trestel (mod. treteau)Rom. 
*transtellum, dim. of L. transtrum beam; see 
-EL3. 

tret allowance of 4 lb. in 104 lb., after deduction 
of tare. xv. poss. - AN., OF. tret, var. of trait 
draught, but the sense-development is obscure, 

trews close-fitting trousers, xvi (Sc ). - Ir. trius, 
Gael, triubhas (sg.). 

trey three at cards, etc. xrv. - OF. trei(s) (mod. 
trois)L. tres three. 

tri- repr. (partly through F.) L. and Gr. tri-, 
comb, form of L. tres, Gr. treis three. 

triad set of three, xvi. - F. triade or late L. trios, 
-ad- - Gr. trios, -ad-, f. tri-; see -ad. 

trial act of trying, fact of being tried, xvi. - AF. 
trial, also triel, f. trier try; see -al3. 

triangle three-sided figure, xiv. - (O)F. triangle 
or L. triangulum, sb. use of n. of triangulus 
three-cornered, f. tri- + angulus angle*. So tri¬ 
angular xvi. - late L.; see -ar. 

trias three, triad xvn; (geol., after G. trios) 
series of strata between the Jurassic and Per¬ 
mian, so called because divisible into three 
groups xix. - late L. - Gr. trios triad. Hence 
triassic xix. 

tribe community claiming a common ancestor, 
spec, each of the 12 divisions of Israel xm; pol 
itical division of the ancient Roman people xvi; 
race of people; class or set of persons; group in 
the classification of animals, etc. xvn. First in 
pi. ttribuz, ftribus - (O)F. tribus, pi. of tribu, or 
L. tribus, pi. of tribus, whence immed. tribe (xrv). 
Hence tribal (al*) xvii, tribesman ( s) xvm. 

triblet cylindrical rod for forging nuts, etc. 
xvii. - F. triboulet, of unkn. orig. 

tribrach (pros.) foot of 3 short syllables, xvi. - 
L. tribrachys - Gr. tribrakhus, f. tri- + brakhus 
short. 

tribulation xm. - (Q)F. - ecclL. tribulatid, -on-, 
f. L. tribuldre press, oppress, afflict, f. tribulum 
threshing-sledge, f. *tri-, var. of *ter(e)- rub. 

tribune* officer in the administration of an 
cient Rome. xrv. - L. tribunus, prob. orig. sb. use 
of adj. f. tribus tribe. So tribunal dais, raised 
throne, judgement seat; court of justice xvi; 
place of judgement, judicial authority xvii. - 
(O)F. tribunal or L. tribunal(e). 

tribune3 saloon in the Galleria degli Uffizi in 
Florence, Italy xvii; apse of a basilica xvih; dais, 
rostrum, bishop’s throne. - F. - It. tribuna - 
medL. tribuna, for L. tribunal. 

tribute tax paid to a superior xiv; transf. and 
fig. xvi. - L. tributum, sb. use of n. of tributus, 
pp. of tribuere assign, allot, grant, prop, to divide 
among the tribes, f. tribus tribe. So tributary 
adj. paying tribute xrv; paid in tribute xvi; sub¬ 
sidiary, auxiliary xvii; sb. one who pays tribute 
xrv; tributary stream xix. - L. tributarius. 

trice phr. tat a t., in a t. in an instant, instantly, 
xv. f. trice vb. pull, haul - MDu. trisen (Du. trij- 
sen hoist) = MLG. trissen, rel. to MDu. trise, etc. 
windlass, pulley, of unkn. orig. 

trigonometry 

-trice suffix of fern, agent-nouns, F. repr. of 
-TRIX. 

triceps having three heads or (of a muscle) 
points of origin, xvi. - L. triceps, f. tri- + -ceps, 
adj. comb, form corr. to caput head. 

trichinosis disease due to trichinae (parasitic 
worms) in the alimentary canal, xix. f. modL. 
trichina, f. Gr. trikhinos of hair, f. thrix, trikh- 
hair; see -ine3, -osis. 

tricho-, before a vowel trich-, repr. comb, 
form trikho- of Gr. thrix hair, 

trichotomy threefold division, xvii. f. Gr. 
trikha in three, triply, after dichotomy. 

trick A. crafty or mean device xv; dexterous 
artifice xvi; B. (bad or unpleasant) habit xvi; C. 
(her.) sketch of a coat of arms xvi; D. cards 
played and won in a round xvi. - OF. trique, dial, 
var. of triche, f. trichier (mod. tricher) deceive, 
cheat. Hence (presumably) trick vb. A. cheat; 
B. attire, deck; C. sketch, draw in outline, xvi. 
trickery xvm. tricksy ( sy) smart, spruce xvi; 
playful, whimsical; ticklish xix. tricky (-Y1) de¬ 
ceitful xvm; difficult to handle xix. 

trickle flow in successive drops. Forms with 
variation of vowel and cons, have been current 
since xrv, viz. trygle, tri(n)kle, trekel, tri(n)gle. of 
imit. orig.; see -le*. Hence sb. xvi. 

triclinium couch on three sides of a dining 
table, xvii. - L. triclinium - Gr. trikltnion, dim. 
of triklinos dining room with three couches, f. 
tri- + kltne couch. 

tricolour, -color three-coloured, esp. of the 
red, white, and blue French national flag, 
xvm. - F. tricolore - late L. tricolor, -dr-, f. tri 
+ color COLOUR. 

tricorne three-homed (creature, hat), xvm. - 
F. tricorne or L. tricornis, f. tri- + cornu horn. 

tricycle xix. f. tri- + cycle. 
trident three-pronged instrument, xvi. - L. tri- 
dens, -dent-, f. tri- + dens tooth. 

Tridentine pert, to the city of Trent (Trento) in 
N. Italy and the Council of the Roman Catholic 
Church held there 1545-63. xvi. - medL. Tri- 
dentinus, f. Tridentum Trent; see -ine*. 

triennial lasting three years; recurring every 
three years, xvii. f. late L. triennis of three years, 
triennium period of three years, f. tri- + annus 
year; see annual, -al*. 

trifid divided into three, xvm. - L. trifidus, f. 
tri- +fid-, base offindere split, 

trifle tfalse or idle tale xm; matter of little value; 
trinket, knick-knack xiv; slight piece, small sum 
xvi, light confection. ME. truf(f)le - OF., by-form 
of trufif)e deceit, gibe, of unkn. orig. Hence trifle 
vb. xrv (earlier tbitrufle cheat, delude xm). 

triforium (archit.) gallery in the wall over the 
arches at the sides of nave and choir. - AL. (xn; 
taken up by antiquaries xvm); of unkn. orig. 

trigger movable catch or lever, xvii (tricker). - 
Du. trekker, f. trekken pull; see -er*. 

triglyph (archit.) in the Doric order, block with 
three vertical grooves, xvi. - L. triglyphus - Gr. 
trigluphos, f. tri- +gluph£ carving, 

trigonometry branch of mathematics dealing 
with the measurements of triangles, xvii. - 
modL. trigonometria, f. Gr. trigonon triangle; 
see tri , -gon, -metry. 



trilby 

trilby man’s soft felt hat; (pi.) bare feet. xix. 
Name of the heroine of the novel ‘Trilby’ (1893), 
by George du Maurier, as applied to a kind of 
hat used in the dramatized version, and to the 
heroine’s use of bare feet. 

trill tremulous utterance of a note xvn; vi¬ 
bration of tongue, etc. in pronouncing a con 
sonant xix. - It. trillo, ftriglio So trill vb. xvn. - 
It. trillare. 

trillion third power of a million (in France and 
U S A., a thousand billions), xvii. - F. trillion or 
It. trilione, formed like billion on million with 
substitution of tri-. 

trilobite member of a group of extinct arthro- 
podous animals having a three-lobed body, 
xrx. - modL. trilobites: see tri-, lobe, -ite. 

trilogy xix. - Gr. trilogia, see tri-, -logy. 

trim well equipped, esp. neatly made. xvi. 
Earliest in the adv. trimly; rel. to trim vb., 
which became widely applied in the first half of 
xvi, but is of obscure orig., since, though 
formally it could repr. OE. trymian, trymman 
strengthen, confirm (f. trum firm, strong), there 
is no certain connecting evidence between OE. 
and 1500. Hence trim sb. trim condition (often 
of a ship), proper array or equipment, xvi. trim¬ 
mer (-er1) one who trims, xvi (spec, in state¬ 
craft, between opposing parties xvii). 

trimeter (pros.) verse of three measures, xvi. - 
L. trimetrus - Gr. trimetros, f. tri- + metron 
measure. 

trine triple xiv; (astrol.) pert, to the aspect of 
two heavenly bodies that are a third part of the 
zodiac distant from each other xv; fig. benign. - 
OF. trin, fern, trine L. trinus, -a threefold, f. 
tres, tria three. 

trinity (T-) being of God in three Persons xm; 
(/-) set of three. - (O)F. trinite L. trinitds, -tat-, 
triad, trio, f. trinus trine; see ity. So trinitarian 
xvi. The earliest uses are t(U holding un¬ 
orthodox opinions about the Trinity, (2) be¬ 
longing to the order of the Holy Trinity xvn; 
since xvm the sense ‘relating to the Trinity, 
holding the doctrine of the Trinity’ has been 
established, f. modL. trinitarius. 

trinket fsmall article belonging to an outfit; 
small ornament or decoration, xvi. of unkn. 
orig. 

trinomial (math., etc.) consisting of three 
terms, xvm. f. tri- + -nomial of binomial. 

trio composition for three voices or instru¬ 
ments. xvm. - It. (partly through F.), f. L. tres, 
tria three. 

triolet (pros.) stanza of 8 lines in which the 1st 
line is repeated as the 4th and 7th and the 2nd 
as the 8th xvii. - F., f. trio; see prec., -let. 

trip A. tread or step lightly xiv; B. cause to 
stumble by striking the foot (feet) from under 
the body; make a false step xv; C. (naut.) ttack 
xvii; raise (an anchor) clear from the bottom 
xvm. - OF. treper, trip(p)er - MDu. trippen skip, 
hop, rel. to OE. treppan tread, trample. Hence 
sb. A act of tripping xv; B. light movement with 
the feet xvi; short journey xvii. tripper ( er1) 

one who trips xiv; excursionist xix. 
tripartite xiv. - L. tripartitus, f. TRi- + pp. of 
partiri divide, part. 

triumvir 

tripe stomach of an ox, etc. used for food. xm. - 
(O)F. tripe. It. trippa, of unkn. orig. 

triphthong combination of three vowels in one 
syllable, xvi. - F. triphtongue, f. tri-, after 
DIPHTHONG 

triple adj. xvi;sb. xv. - (O)F. triple or L. triplus - 
Gr. triplous, f. TRi-+p/- (see fold1), for L. triplex 
(whence triplex xvii). So triplicate adj. xv; sb. 
xvm. - L. triplicatus, pp. of triplicare, f. triplex, 
-ic- triplicity threefold condition; division into 
three groups of the signs of the Zodiac, xiv. - 
late L. triplicitas. Hence triplet set of three, as 
of lines of verse (xvn), notes of music (xix); one 
of three at a birth (xvm). 

tripod three-legged vessel or support (spec, 
stool), xvii. - L. tripus, -pod- - Gr. tripous, -pod-, 
f. TRI- + pous FOOT. 

tripos ftripod xvi; at Cambridge Univ., 
formerly, bachelor of arts appointed to dispute 
humorously at Commencement (so called from 
the tripod on which he sat), (hence) set of verses 
written for this, (later) list of candidates 
qualified for honours in mathematics printed 
on the back of the paper containing the verses, 
(subsequently) final honours examination for 
the bachelor’s degree, first in mathematics, 
later in other subjects xvn. Unexpl. alt. of L. 
tripus TRIPOD. 

triptych tablet or card folded in three xvm; 
picture or carving hinged in three divisions xix. 
f. tri-, after diptych. 

triquetrous three-cornered, xvn. f. L. tri- 
quetrus; see -ous. 

trireme ancient galley with three banks of 
oars. xvn. - (O)F trireme or L triremis, f. tri- 
+ remus oar. 

Trisagion (liturg.) Eucharistic hymn be¬ 
ginning with a threefold invocation of God 
(‘Holy Holy, Holy’) xvii. - Gr. trisagion, n. of 
trisagios, f. tris thrice + hdgios holy. 

trisect xvn. f. tri- + sect-, pp stem of L. secure 
cut. 

triste dismal, gloomy, xvm. - F - L. tristis. 
Anglicized trist (now obs.) from xv. 

tritagonist third actor in a Gr. tragedy, xix. - 
Gr. tritagonistis, f. tritos third + agonists actor. 

trite worn out by use. xvi. - L. tritus, pp. of Were 
rub. 

Triton (Gr. and Rom. myth.) sea-god, son of 
Poseidon and Amphitrite xvi, (t-) genus of 
marine gasteropods xvm. - L. Triton - Gr. Trt 
ton. 

triturate pulverize, xvn. f. pp. stem, of late L. 
triturare thresh corn, f. L. tritura rubbing, 
threshing, f. trit-, pp. stem of Were rub; see -ure, 
-ate8. 

triumph (Rom. hist.) solemn entry of a vic¬ 
torious general into Rome; victorious achieve¬ 
ment xiv. - OF. triumphe (mod. triomphe) - L. 
triumphus, earlier triumpus, prob. - Gr. thri- 
ambos hymn to Bacchus. So vb. xvi. triumphal 
(-al1), triumphant ( ant) xv. - (O)F. or L. 

triumvir (Rom. hist.) one of a board of three 
magistrates, xvi - L., sg. deduced from pi tri¬ 
umviri, back-formation from trium virorum, g. 
pi. of tres viri three men. So triumvirate (ate1) 
xvi. - L. trium viratus. 
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triune (of the Godhead) three in one. xvii. f. 
tri- + L. unus one. So triunity xvn. 

trivet stand or support for a pot, etc., orig. 
three footed, xv. ME. trevet, repr. OE. trefet 
(once) - L. tripes, -ped-, f. tri- + pes foot. 

trivial pert, to the trivium of medieval learning 
xv; fsuch as may be met with anywhere xvi; of 
small account; (nat. hist.) specific xviii, popular 
xix. - L. trividlis, f. next; see -al'. 

trivium in the Middle Ages, the lower division 
of the seven liberal arts (grammar, rhetoric, 
logic), the upper four (quadrivium; 
see quadri) being arithmetic, geometry, 
astronomy, and music, xix. - medL. use of L. 
trivium place where three roads meet, f. tri- 

+ via way. f 
-trix suffix of L. fern, agent-nouns corr. to m. 
-tor, as adjOtrix, imperatrix, venatrix, ferns, of 
adjOtor helper, imperator commander, Venator 
hunter; such sbs. were adopted from xv from L. 
of various periods, as administratrix, executrix, 
testatrix, (geom.) applied to certain straight 
lines or curves, as directrix. 

troche flat round tablet or lozenge, xvi. Early 
in pi. trochies, trotches, alt. of trocisfce), -iske 
(xiv-xviii) - F. trochisque - late I,, trochiscus 
- Gr. trokhiskos small wheel or globe, pill, 
lozenge, dim. of trokhos wheel, 

trochee (pros.) foot consisting of a long fol¬ 
lowed by a short syllable (— u). xvi. - L. tro- 
chaeus - Gr. trokhaios running, tripping, f. 
trokhos running, course, rel. to trekhein run. So 
trochaic xvi. - L. trochaicus - Gr. trokhaikos. 

trochilus small Egyptian bird said to have 
picked crocodile’s teeth, xvi. - L., - Gr. trokhilos, 
f. var. stem of trekhein run. 

troglodyte cave-dweller (chiefly prehistoric), 
xvi. - L. troglodyta - G. troglodutes, corrupt 
form of trogodutes, after trdgle hole, 

troika Russ, vehicle drawn by three horses 
abreast, xix. - Russ, troika, f. troe three. 

Trojan pert, to, native of, ancient Troy; 
roisterer, good fellow; brave fellow, xvii. repl. 
earlier Troian (xiv), Troyan (xv) - L. Troianus, 
f. Troia Troy; see -an. OE. had Troidnisc. 

troll' +A. move about or to and fro xrv; B. roll, 
bowl xv; C. sing in full round voice xvi; D. angle 
with a running line xvn. of unkn. orig.; cf. F. 
troler Stroller) wander casually, (M)HG. trollen 
stroll, toddle. 

troll* (Scand. myth.) one of a supernatural race 
of giants, dwarfs, or imps. xix. (preceded by a 
Sc. ex. of xvn). - ON., Sw. troll, of unkn. orig. 

trolley xix. Presumably f. troll'; cf. dial, troll 
(xvii). 

trollop xvn. of unkn. orig.; cf. trull. 
trombone xviii. - F. trombone (earlier ttrom- 
bon) or its source It. trombone, augm. of tromba 
trump1; cf. -OON. 

tronometer instrument for measuring earth- 
tremors. xix. f. Gr. tromos trembling + -meter. 

troop body of soldiers, (pi.) armed forces; num¬ 
ber of persons collected together xvi; signal on 
a drum for assembling troops xvn. - F. troupe, 
poss. back-formation from troupeau flock, herd, 
dim. f. medL. troppus herd of mares, prob. of 
Gmc. orig. Hence troop vb. gather in a troop 

trousers 

xvi; t. the colour beat the drum for the reception 
of the colour at the mounting of the guard xvii. 

trooper ( er1) cavalry soldier, xvn. 
tropaeolum S. Amer. genus of herbs, xvm. - 
modL., f. L. tropaeum trophy; so called from the 
resemblance of the leaf to a shield and of the 
flower to a helmet. 

trope (rhet.) use of a word or phrase in a sense 
not proper to it, figure of speech xvi; (liturg.) 
phrase introduced into the text for musical em¬ 
bellishment xix. - L. tropus figure of speech - 
Gr. tropos turn, rel. to trepein vb. turn. So 
troper book of tropes. OE. tropere - medL. 
troperium, var. of tropdrium 

trophic pert, to nutrition, xix. - Gr. trophikos, 
f. trophS nourishment. 

tropho- comb, form of Gr. trophi nourishment, 
trophy erection serving as a memorial of vic¬ 
tory in war; prize, booty; monument, memorial. 
xvi. - F. trophee - L. trophaeum, earlier tro¬ 
paeum - Gr. tropaion, sb. use of n. of tropaios, f. 
tropi turning, putting to flight, defeat, rel. to 
trepein turn. 

tropic teach of the two solstitial points xrv; each 
of the two circles of the celestial sphere touching 
the ecliptic at the solstitial points xvi; either 
boundary of the torrid zone; pi. region between 
these xix; adj. tropical xvi. - late L. tropicus - 
Gr. tropikos (1) pert, to the ‘turning’ of the sun 
at the solstice, (2) fig., f. tropt turning; see prec., 
-ic. So tropical pert, to a tropic xvi (of the torrid 
zone xvii); metaphorical xvi. 

trot gait of a quadruped between walking and 
running, xm. - (O)F., f. troter (mod. trotter), 
whence trot vb. xrv; Rom. *trottdre, of Gmc. 
orig.; cf. OHG. trotton (G. trotteri), intensive f. 
base of tretan step, walk, tread. Hence trotter 
(-er‘) trotting horse xrv; (pi.) feet of a 
quadruped, esp. used for food (?xrv) xvi. 

troth (arch.) plighted word xv; good faith, 
loyalty xvi; ftruth. Later form of ME. trouthfe), 
trowth(e), var. with stress-shifting and assim. to 
trow of treowb truth. 

troubadour Provencal lyric poet. xvm. - F. 
- Pr trobador = OF. trovere, obi. troveor 
trouvere, f. Pr. trobar, OF. trover (mod. 
trouver) compose, (later) invent, find, 

trouble mental distress xm; public disturbance 
xrv; pains, exertion; in or into tr. liable to 
punishment, etc. xvii. - OF. truble, t(o)urble 
(mod. trouble), f. tourbler, etc. (mod. troubler), 
whence trouble vb. xm. Rom. *turbuldre, f. 
*turbulus, for L. turbidus turbid. So troublous 
xv. - OF. troubleus. Hence troublesome tfull 
of trouble; giving trouble xvi. 

trough oblong open vessel, esp. to contain 
liquid OE.; channel, pipe xrv; hollow, valley xvi; 
t. of the sea hollow on the surface between waves 
xvii. OE. trog = OS. trog, OHG. troc (Du., G. 
trog), ON. trog Gmc. *trujaz IE. *drukos, f. 
*dru- wood, tree. 

trounce fafflict, harass; thrash, belabour xvi; 
censure severely xviii. of unkn. orig. 

troupe company of players, dancers, etc. xix. - 
F.; see troop. 

trousers ftrews; loose-fitting garment for the 
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loins and legs xvn. Extension, after drawers, of 
(arch.) trouse (xvi) - Ir., Gael, triubhas trews. 

trousseau bride’s outfit of clothes, etc. xix. - 
F., dim. of trousse truss. 

trout Late OE. truht - late L. tructa. 
trouvere one of a school of epic poets of N. 
France, xviii (trouveur). - F., and OF trovere, 
obi. troveor = Pr. trobador troubadour. 

trove short for treasure trove. 
trover (leg.) act of finding and keeping 
possession of a property, xvi. - AN. sb. use of 
OF. trover (mod. trouver find); see -er®. 

trow (arch., esp. in I trow) believe, suppose, of 
mixed orig.; (1) OE. treow(i)an, f. treow faith, 
etc.; (2) OE. truwian, f. truwa faith, etc. 

trowel xrv. ME. truel, trowel - OF. truele (mod. 
true lie) - medL. truella, alt. of L. trulla ladle, 
scoop, f. trua skimmer, spoon, 

troy system of weights used for precious stones 
and metals, xrv. orig. in phrs. marc, de troye, 
pound of troye; said to be taken from a weight 
used at the fair of Troyes, in France, 

truant tsturdy beggar, idle rogue xiii; pupil 
absent from school without leave xv; adj. xvi. - 
OF. truant (mod. truand) Gallo-Rom. 
*trugant-, prob. of Celt. orig. (cf. W. truan, Gael. 
truaghan wretched). 

truce xm. ME. trew(e)s, trues (repl. OE pi. 
treowa, used as sg.), pi. of tru(w)e, OE. treow, 
corr. to OS. treuwa (Du. trouw), OHG. triuwa (G. 
treue), Goth, triggva covenant; rel. to Gr. droos 
firm, OIr. derb, W. drud strong; cf. true, trust. 

trucial pert, to a truce (1835) regulating the 
relations of Arab sheikhs to each other and to 
the British Government xix. f. truce + -lal. 

truck1 give in exchange xm; barter away xvn; 
pay otherwise than in money xix. ME. trukie, 
later trukke - AN. *truquer, OF. *troquer (re¬ 
flected in medL. trocare), of unkn. orig. Hence 
sb. (cf. AN. truke xrv) barter xvi; dealings, traffic 
xvn; payment in kind, goods supplied instead of 
wages xviii. 

truck2 small solid wooden wheel or block xvii; 
wheeled vehicle for heavy weights xviii. poss. 
shortening of next. 

truckle pulley, sheave; small roller or wheel 
under a bed, etc. xv; (short for t.-bed xv) low bed 
running on castors, usu. pushed under a high 
bed when not in use xvii. ME. trocle, 
trokel, trookyll - AN. trocle - L. trochlea - Gr. 
trokhil(e)la sheaf of a pulley. Hence vb. toccupy 
a truckle-bed xv; yield obsequiously to xvii. 

truculent xvi. - L. truculentus, f. trux, true 
fierce, savage; see -ulent. 

trudge fbe off, depart; walk laboriously xvi. 
Early forms also f tredge, (dial.) tridge\ of unkn. 
orig 

trudgen swimming stroke familiarized by one 
John Trudgen about 1865. xix. 

true steadfast; trustworthy OE.; consistent with 
fact xm; real, genuine xrv. OE. getriewe, treowe, 
later trywe (ME. trewe, tru(we)) = OS. triuwi 
(Du. getrouw), OHG. gitriuwi (G. treu), ON. 
tryggr, Goth, triggws, f. the Gmc. sb. repr. by 
truce. The sp. true dates from xv. 

truffle xvi. prob. - Du. truffel, ttruffele - F. 

truffle (now truffe), perh. to be referred ult. to 
popL. *tufera, for L. tubera, pi. of tuber tuber. 

truism xviii. f. true +-ism. 
trull (arch.) drab, trollop; fgirl, wench, xvi. of 
unkn. orig.; cf. trollop. 

truly adv. of true, OE. treowlice\ see -ly*. 
trump' (arch.) trumpet, xm. ME. trompe - 
(O)F., of Gmc. orig. (cf. OHG. trumpa, trumba, 
ON. trumba, prob. of imit. orig.). So trump vb. 
xm - (O)F. tromper. 

trump* card of a suit that ranks above all 
others xvi; first-rate fellow xix. alt. of triumph, 
also used in this sense and for an obs. card- 
game. Hence trump vb. put a trump on (a trick); 
tget in the way xvi; tbring up or forward xvn; 
get up unscrupulously. 

trumpery tfraud, trickery xv; trash, rubbish 
xvi; adj paltry, trashy xvi. - (O)F. tromperie, f. 
tromper deceive, of unkn. orig.; see -ery. 

trumpet sb. xiii. - (O)F. trompette, dim. of 
trompe trump1; see -et. Hence, or - (O)F. trom- 
peter, -eur, trumpet vb. xvi, trumpeter xv. 

truncated xv. - f, L. tr uncat us, f. tr uncus 
trunk; see -ate2, -ed1. So truncation xvi. - 
late L. 

truncheon fpiece broken off; tfragment or 
shaft of a spear xm; short thick staff; staff as 
symbol of authority xvi. - OF. tronchon (mod. 
tronqon), repr. Rom. *truncio, on-, f. L. tr uncus 
TRUNK. 

trundle small wheel, roller, or revolving disc, 
xvi. So vb. roll, bowl. xvi. Earlier in trundle-tail 
curly-tailed dog (xv) and trundle-bed truckle- 
bed (xvi). The late appearance of this form as 
compared with trendle (OE. trendel circular or 
spherical object) and trindle (early ME. trindel 
wheel) involves difficulty in connecting it with 
OE. words containing u or its mutation y, as 
in trundulnis circuit, sintrundel, -tryndel round, 
healftryndel hemisphere; for the basic forms cf. 
trend; see -le1. 

trunk A. main stem of a tree xv; B. human 
or animal body xv; C. chest, box xv; D. (assoc, 
partly with trump1) fpipe, tube; elephant’s 
proboscis xvi; E. +pl- trunk-hose xvi; short 
breeches xix. ME. tron(c)k - (O)F. tronc L. 
truncus. comp, trunk-hose (hist.) full bag-like 
breeches, xvii. 

trunnion each of a pair of gudgeons on a 
cannon xvii; each of a pair of similar supports 
xviii. - (O)F. trognon, of unkn. orig. 

truss bundle, pack xiii; (naut.) tackle or fitting 
for a yard; (surg.) supporting appliance xvi. - 
OF. trusse, torse (mod. trousse), perh. f. OF. 
trusser (mod. trousser), whence truss vb. xm; of 
unkn. orig. 

trust confidence xm; reliability, fidelity xv; 
thing or person committed to one xvii; (short 
for t. company) body of traders controlling a 
business xix. So vb. have confidence (in), xm. of 
obscure history; early ME. forms of sb., adj., and 
vb. are trust(e) (beside trust(e), trist(e), trestle)), 
corr. to a possible OE. *tryst, *trystan, and 
trost(e) (presumably - ON. traust help, support, 
confidence, traustr firm, strong, confident; 
parallel forms are MLG., MDu. trost (Du. troost), 
(O)HG. trost consolation, Goth, trausti 
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covenant), the formation being ult. that of an 
abstr. noun on the base *tru- of true, trow. 
Hence trusty (y1) xiii, trustee (ee1) xvii. 

truth quality of being true, ffaith, loyalty OE.; 
something that is true xrv. OE. trlewd, treowd 
corr. to OHG. triuwida, ON. (pi.) trygdir plighted 
faith, f. -triewe, treowe true; see -th'. Hence 
truthful (of statements, etc.) xvi; (of persons) 
xvm; (of ideas, artistic or literary presentation, 
etc.) xix. 

try A. examine and determine, esp. judicially 
xm; fB. separate xiv; C. test; attempt xrv; D. 
(naut.) lie to xvi (hence trysail xvm). - OF. trier 
sift, pick out, of unkn. orig. 

trypanosome genus of protozoa, species of 
which are parasitic in the blood, xix. f. Gr. tru- 
panon borer + soma body, 
trypsin chief digestive enzyme of the pan¬ 
creatic juice. xix. perh. for *tripsin, f. Gr. tripsis 
rubbing, f. tribein rub; so named because first 
obtained by rubbing down the pancreas with 
glycerin; see -in. 

tryst mutual appointment to meet, xiv (chiefly 
Sc. before xix). spec, use of ttrist, at first prob. 
extension of the sense ‘appointed station in 
hunting’, var. ofttristre - OF. trist(r)e. 

tsar see czar. 

tsetse Afr. fly of genus Glossina. xix. - Tswana. 
tuatara large lizard having a dorsal row of 
spines, xix. - Maori, f. tua on the back+ fara 
spine. 

tub open wooden vessel of staves and hoops xrv; 
(orig. bathing tub) xvi; heavily-built boat xvii; 
(joc.) pulpit (hence f tubman, ttubpreacher, tub- 
thumper). prob. of LG. or Du. orig. (cf. MLG., 
MDu tubbe). 

tuba xix. - It. - L. tuba war trumpet, 
tube xvii. - F. tube or L. tubus, rel. to tuba (see 
prec.). 

tuber thickened portion of the underground 
stem of a plant, xvii. - L. tuber hump, swelling. 
So tubercle small rounded projection xvi; 
(path.) swelling or nodule xvii. - L. tuberculum, 
dim. of tuber, tubercular, tuberculous xvm. 
tuberculosis disease characterized by the 
formation of tubercles (tubercle-bacilli), xix. 

tuberose' plant Polianthes tuberosa, having a 
tuberous root. xvii. - L. fern, of tuberosus (see 
next). 

tuberose* tuberous, xvm - F. tubereux or 
L. tuberosus-, see -ose'. So tuberosity xvi. 
tuberous of the form or nature of a tuber, xvii; 
see -ous. 

tubi- comb, form of L. tubus tube. 
tubule small tubular structure, xvii. - L. 
tubulus, dim. of tubus tube. So tubular xvii. 

tuck fold or pleat of drapery xiv; gathering of 
ends xvii; hearty meal xix (hence tuck-shop 
pastry-cook's shop), f. tuck vb. pull or gather 
up; put up or away xiv; consume (food) xvm 
(also intr. tuck in xix) - MLG., MDu. tucken 
(= OHG. zucchen, G. zucken twitch, snatch), 
f. Gmc. base *teux- (see tug). 

tucker piece of lace, etc. worn at the neck. xvii. 
f. TUCK, ER*. 

tucket flourish on a trumpet, xvi. f. ttuck beat 

the drum, sound on a trumpet, xrv. - ONF. 
toquer = OF. tochier touch; see -et. 

-tude suffix repr. F. -tude, L. -tudo, -tudin-, 
forming abstr. nouns on adjs., as altitude, 
fortitude, gratitude, latitude, multitude, derived 
from L. either directly or through F. 

Tudor Welsh surname Tewdwr as that of the 
line of English sovereigns from Henry VII to 
Elizabeth I, descended from Owen Tudor, who 
married the widow of Henry V. xvm. 

Tuesday OE. Tiwesdseg = OHG. ziestag, ON. 
ty(r)sdagr, f. g. of Tiw (= OHG. Zio, ON. Tyr), 
name of a Gmc. god identified with MarsGmc. 
*Tiwaz, cogn. with L. deus. 

tufa (geol.) porous stone, xvm. - fit. tufa, local 
var. of tufo - late L. tofus, tophus. So tuff xvi. - 
F. tuf(f)e, tuf - It. tufo. 

tuffet tuft or tussock, xvi. prob. alt. of next by 
substitution of -et. 

tuft bunch as of hairs xiv (also toft)\ clump xvi; 
tassel on a cap, e.g. as worn by a titled under¬ 
graduate xvii. presumably - OF. tof(f)e (mod. 
touffe), of unkn. orig., with parasitic t. 

tug vb. xm (togge). f. weak grade of Gmc. *teux- 
(repr. by OE. teon, OHG. ziohan, G. ziehen) draw, 
pullIE. *deuk- (repr. by L. ducere lead). Hence 
tug sb. (chiefly pi.) chains, traces, studs, to 
maintain attachment, connection, etc. xm; act 
of pulling, or struggling xvi; (dial.) timber wag¬ 
gon xvm; small powerful vessel for towing xix. 

tuition fguardianship, tutelage xv; instruction 
of a pupil, xvi. - (O)F. - L. tuitio, -on- protection, 
f. tueri look after; see -moN. 

tulip xvn (earlier in forms tulip(p)a, -ipan(t) 
xvi) - modL. tulipia, F. ttulipan, tulipe - Turk. 
tul(i)band (now tillbend) turban (the expanded 
flower was thought to resemble a turban), 

tulle fine silk bobbin-net. xix. - F., named from 
Tulle, in France, where it was first made, 

tumble fdance with posturing; fall helplessly 
xm; cause to fall xiv. - MLG. tummelen = OHG. 
tumalon (G. tummeln), frequent, (see -le*) f. 
base of OHG. turnon (MHG. tumen), tumalon (G. 
taumeln), cf. OE. tumbian dance, MHG. tumben, 
ON. tumba tumble. Hence tumbler facrobat 
xrv; lurcher xvi; variety of domestic pigeon xvii; 
footless goblet (made so as not to stand upright) 
XVII. 

tumbrel, -il instrument of punishment xrv; 
tip-cart, dung-cart xv. - OF. tomb-, tumberel 
(mod. tombereau), f. tomber fall; see -el*. 

tumid swollen, xvi. - L. tumidus, f. tumere 
swell, see -id1. So tumour, U S. tumor tact of 
swelling, swollen condition; swollen part. xvi. - 
L. tumor, -or--, see -our*, -or*. 

tummy xix. alt. (partly euph.) of stomach; 

see -y*. 
tumult commotion of a multitude xv; (gen.) dis¬ 
turbance xvi. - (O)F. tumulte or L. tumultus. So 
tumultuary xvi. - L. tumultuarius (of troops) 
raised hastily, tumultuous xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

tumulus pi. -li sepulchral mound, xvn. - L., 
rel. to tumere swell. 

tun large cask OE.; ttub, vat. etc. xm; measure 
of wine, etc. equiv. to 4 hogsheads xv. OE. tunne, 
corr. to MLG., MDu. tunne, tonne (Du. ton). 
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OHG. tunna (G. tonne), late ON. tunna - medL. 
tunna, prob. of Gaul. orig. 

tundra vast level treeless region of Russia, 
xix. - Russ, tundra, of Lappish orig. 

tune fsound, tone; air, melody xrv; proper in¬ 
tonation or pitch xv. ME. tune, tewne, unexpl. 
var. of tone. 

tungsten (min.) fcalcium tungstate; heavy 
steel-grey metal, xvin. - Sw., f. tung heavy + sten 
stone. 

tunic body garment or coat of various kinds; 
(nat. hist.) sheath, integument, xvii. - F. tuniquc 
or L. tunica So tunicle fsmall tunic xrv; 
dalmatic xv. - OF. tunicle (alt. of tunique) or L 
tunicula, dim. of tunica, see -cle. 

tunnel ftubular net for catching birds xv; 
tshaft, flue xvi; subterranean passage xvm. - 
OF. tonel (mod. tonneau tun, cask), f. tonne tun; 

see -el2. 

tunny large edible sea-fish. xvi. - (O)F. thon - 
Pr. ton L. thunnus - Gr. thunnos, the ending 
-y is unexpl. 

tup male sheep, ram. xrv. Chiefly north, and Sc. 
(in earliest use to(u)pe), of unkn. orig. 
tupelo N. Amer. tree of the genus Nyssa. xvm. 
of Creek orig. 
turban Eastern headdress of Muslim origin. 
xvi. Three main types are repr. by tolibant, 
tulipan, turban(t) - F. ttolliban, ftulban, ttur- 
bant (mod. turban). It. ttolipano, -ante, Sp., Pg., 
It. turbante - Turk, tiilbend - Pers. dulband. 

turbary turf-land xrv; right to cut turf xvi. - 
AN. turberie, OF tourberie, f. tourbe turf; see 
-ARY. 

turbid thick with suspended matter; also fig. 
xvii. - L. turbidus, f. turba disturbance, crowd, 
beside turbo whirlwind, reel, whirl, spinning- 
top, perh. - Gr. turbe confusion, disorder; see 
-id'. So turbinal (xvi), turbinate (xvii) top¬ 
shaped. f. L. turben, -bin-, var. of turbo, see -al\ 

-ate2. 

turbine xix. - F., - L. turbo, -bin- (see prec ). 
Comb, form turbo- xix. 

turbit small variety of domestic pigeon, xvn. 
prob. f. L. turbo top, from its shape, 

turbot large flat-fish. xiii. - OF. - OSw. tornbut, 
f. torn thorn + but butt2. 

turbulent disorderly, unruly, xvi. - L. tur- 
bulentus, f. turbdre disturb, agitate, f. turba dis 
turbance; see turbid, -ulent. 

turd (piece of) excrement. OE. lord = MDu. 
tort, torde Gmc. *turdam IE. *drtom, pp. 
formation on *dr- *der- tear2. 

tureen deep table vessel with a lid. xvm 
(terrene, terrine). - F. terrine large circular 
flat-bottomed earthenware dish, sb. use of fern, 
of OF. terrin earthen Rom. *terrinus, f. L. 
terra earth; see -ine1. 

turf sod of grass; greensward OE.; slab of peat 
xiii. OE. turf, corr., with variation of gender and 
declension, to OS. (Du.) turf, OHG. zurba, zurf 
ON. torf(a), Gmc. f. *turb-IE. *drbh-, the base 
of Skr. darbhd- tuft of grass, 

turgid swollen, distended xvii; of inflated style 
xvm. - L. turgidus, f. turgere swell; see -id'. So 
turgescence xvii, -escent xvm. 

turkey tguinea-fowl; large gallinaceous bird of 

Amer. orig. (genus Meleagris) xvi. The name of 
the country, first applied to the Afr. bird prob. 
because it was orig. brought from New Guinea 
by the Portuguese through Turkish dominions. 

turmeric (powder made from) the root-stock of 
the East Indian plant, used in curry powder, 
etc. xvi. Early forms also tarmaret, tormarith, 
which appear to be - F. terre merite, modL. terra 
merita, of unkn. orig.; the ending shows assim. 
to IC. 

turmoil fagitate, distress; flive or move in 
agitation; (dial.) toil, drudge, xvi. of unkn. orig. 
Hence turmoil sb. xvi. 

turn vb. of extensive sense-development the 
basic notions of which are rotation and de¬ 
viation from a course. OE. tyrnan, turnian - L. 
tornare, f. tornus lathe - Gr. tdrnos lathe, cir¬ 
cular movement, taken to be cogn. with L. terere 
rub; prob. reinforced in ME. from OF. turner, 
torner (mod. tourner)L. tornare. Comp, turn¬ 
coat xvi. turnkey one who has charge of keys 
xvii. turn-out action or manner of turning out. 
xvii. turn-over person or thing that is turned 
over or transferred xvii; tart of which one half is 
turned over the other xvm; amount of business 
done, etc. xix. turnpike spiked barrier xv; 
barrier for collection of toll xvii. tumscrew 
screwdriver, xrx. turnspit dog or person kept 
to turn a roasting spit. xvi. turnstile xvii 

turn-table xix. turn-up part of a garment that 
is turned up xvii; card turned up xix. Hence 
turn sb. xiii (or - AN. t(o)urn). turner one who 
fashions objects of wood, etc. on a lathe, xiv. 
- OF. tornere, -eor - late L. tornator, -dr-. 
turning-point point marked by change of pro¬ 
cedure. xix. 

turnip xvi (turnepie)). The first el. is unexpl.; 
the second is neep, OE. naep - L. napus turnip. 

turnsole violet blue or purple colouring matter 
xrv; plant yielding this, the flowers of which face 
the sun xvi. - (O)F. tournesole - Pr. tournasol, f. 
L. tornare turn + sol sun. 

turpentine orig. resin of the terebinth tree, 

(now) any oleo-resin from a conifer, xiv. - OF. 
ter{e)bentine - L. ter\e)benthina, f. terebinthus 
terebinth; see -ine'. 

turpeth cathartic drug. xiv. earlier turbit(h) 
- medL. turbit(h)um, turpetum - Pers., Arab. 
turbid, -bed. 

turpitude xv. - F. turpitude or L. turpitudo, f. 
turpis base, disgraceful; see -tude. 

turps (colloq.) xix. f. first syll. of turpentine, 

with coll, use of the pi. ending -s. 
turquoise precious stone, of sky-blue to apple- 
green colour, xiv. ME. turkeis, later turkes, 
turques (xv), turkoise, turquoise (xvi) - OF. tur- 
queise, later -oise, for pierre turqueise ‘Turkish 
stone’; so called from being first known 
in Turkestan or conveyed through Turkish 
dominions. 

turret xiv (t(o)uret). - OF. to(u)rete, dim. of 
t(o)ur, tor tower; see -et. 

turtle1 dove of the genus Streptopelia. OE. 
turtla m., turtle fern. = OHG. turtulo m., -ula 
fern., also turtulatuba (G. turteltaube) = MLG. 
tortelduue (so turtledove xiii); in OE. and ME. 
also turtur, in ME. turture partly - OF. turtre 
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(mod. tourtre) or ON. turturv, all - L. turtur, of 
unit. orig. 

turtle* marine tortoise, xvn. perh. alt. of F. tor- 
tue tortoise. Phr. turn t. (orig. tthe t.) capsize 
(xix), with allusion to turning turtles over so as 
to incapacitate and capture them, 

tusk long pointed tooth, xm. Metathetic alt. of 
OE. tux (var. of tusc) = OFris. tusk, tosk. 

tussive pert, to a cough, xix. f. L. tussis 
cough + -IVE. 

tussle tpull or push roughly xv; struggle 
vigorously xvn. perh. f. (dial.) touse (whence 
tousle); see -le*. 

tussock tuft of hair xvi; tuft or matted growth 
of grass, etc. xvn. contemp. with synon. (dial.) 
tusk (of unkn. orig.), of which it is prob. an alt. 
form with assim. to -ock. 

tussore coarse brown silk, xvn (tessar, -ur). - 
Urdu - Hindi tasar shuttleSkr. tasara-. 

tutelage guardianship as of a ward. xvn. f. L. 
tutela keeping, f. pp. stem of tueri watch, look 
after; see -age. So tutelary xvn. - L. tutelarius. 

tutenag alloy of copper, zinc, and nickel, xvn 
(also too-, -aga, -agal). - Marathi tuttinag, said 
to be f. Skr. tuttha- copper sulphate + ndga tin, 
lead. 

tutor fguardian xiv; one employed as an in¬ 
structor, esp. of youth; supervisor of an under¬ 
graduate xvn. - ME. tutour - AN., OF. tutour 
(mod. tuteur) or L. tutor, agent-noun (see -tor) 
f. tueri look at or after, protect, 

tutsan name of various plants to which healing 
properties are attributed, xv. - AN. ttutsaine, F. 
toute-saine, f. toute fern, of tout all, saine fern, of 
sain wholesome. 

tutti (mus.) direction that all performers are to 
take part. xvm. - It., pi. of tutto L. totus (see 
total). 

tutty crude oxide of zinc, xiv (tutie). - OF. tutie - 
medL. tutia - Arab, tutiya. 

tu whit tu whoo imit. of the call of an owl. 
xvi. 

tuxedo (U.S.) dinner-jacket, xix. f. name of a 
fashionable country club at Tuxedo Park, near 
New York. 

tuyere nozzle conveying blast, xvm. - F. tuyere, 
f. tuyau pipe. 

twaddle sb. xvm (also twiddle-twaddle), alt. of 
twattle (xvn) and ftwittle-twattle (xvi); the corr. 
yb. (dial, twattle) is earlier (xvi) and varied for¬ 
merly with itwittle, itselfalt. of tittle (see tittle- 
tattle); w of the alt. forms is unexpl. 

twain (arch.) two. OE. twegen, corr. to OS. 
twene, OHG. zwene (G. arch, zween), nom. and 
acc. m. of the numeral of which fern, and n. are 
repr. by two. 

twang sound produced by plucking string of 
bow, harp, etc. xvi; vocal sound modified by 
passage through the nose xvii; individual or 
local pronunciation, of imit. orig. 

tway blade orchid of the genus Lister a, etc., 
having two broad leaves, xvi. tr. medL. bifolium, 
f. tway, clipped form of twain + blade. 

tweak vb. xvii. prob. alt. of (dial.) twick, OE. 
twiccian = OHG. zwicchan, rel. to twitch. 
Hence sb. xvii. 

tweed xix. Trade name originating in a mis¬ 

reading of tweel or twee led, Sc. forms of twill, 
twilled, assisted by assoc, with the river Tweed. 

tweedle make a succession of sounds on a 
fiddle, etc. xvn. imit. of the sounds, combined 
playfully in tweedledum and tweedledee to in¬ 
dicate two rival musicians (xvm). 

tween aphetic of tatween or between xrv. Hence 
tweeny (y*) be tween-maid (one assisting two 
others) xix. 

tweet sb. and vb. xix. of imit. orig. 
tweezers xvn. alt., by assoc: with pincers, etc., 
of \tweezes, pi. of ttweeze case of small in¬ 
struments, aphetic of tetweeze, repr. pi. of frrui. 

twelve OE. twelf, inflected twelfe - OS. twelif, 
twilif (MDu. twalef, Du. twaalf), OHG. zwelif (G. 
zwolf), ON. tolf, Goth, twalif (,-lib), Gmc., prob. f. 
*twa- two + */(/"- as in eleven. So twelfth OE. 
twelfta =■ MDu. twalefde (Du. twaalfde), OHG. 
zwelifto (G. zwolfte), ON. tolfti, f. twelf. etc. (see 
-th*); the new formation with -the substituted 
for -te appeared xrv and became general from 
xvi. 

twenty OE. twentig = OS. twentig, OHG. zwein- 
zug (G. zwanzig)\ the first el. is obscure; cf. 
ON. tuttugu, Goth, twai tigjus\ see -ty'. Hence 
twentieth ( th*) OE. twentigoda. 

twi- prefix meaning ‘two’, ‘twice’, OE. twi-, twy- 
(= OHG. zwi-, ON. tvi-; rel. to two). Of the 45 or 
so OE. comps, none survived exc. (arch.) twofold, 
(dial.) twibill two-edged axe, mattock, twi- being 
gen. repl. by two-, as twofold (ME. twafald xn, 
OE. twifeald), two-headed (OE. twiheafdode). 

twice on two occasions xii; two times as much 
(as) xrv. ME. twiges, f. twige, earlier twig(e)a = 
OS. tuuio (f. *twi-\ cf. prec.) + -es, -s. 

twiddle ftrifle xvi; turn about esp. with the 
fingers xvn. prob. of symbolic orig.; cf. twirl, 
fiddle. 
twig* minor shoot of a tree or shrub. OE. (late 
Nhb.) twigge, obscurely rel. to twig, twi, corr. 
to ODa. tvige fork and (with long vowel) MLG. 
twich, Du. twijg, OHG. zwig (G. zweig)\ all based 
on Gmc. *twi- (cf. twi-). 

twig* (si.) look at, perceive xvm; understand 
xix. of unkn. orig. 

twilight xv (cf. ftwilighting xrv). f. twi- (in 
uncert. sense) + light1. 

twill woven fabric having parallel ridges, xrv. 
orig. north, and Sc. reduction of ftwilly, ME. 
ttwyle, OE. twili = OHG. zwilih (G. zwillich)\ 
semi-tr. of L. bilbc, -lie- two-threaded, f. bi- + base 
of licium thrum, thread. 

twin twofold, double OE.; in t. brother, etc. xvi; 
forming a pair; sb. pi. two bom at a birth OE. 
Late OE. twinn, earlier getwinn adj. and sb., 
corr. to ON. tvinnr, tvennr twofold, double 
Gmc. *twisnaz IE. *dwisno-\ cf. twi-. 

twin® thread of two or more strands. OE. twin, 
twigin linen = Du. twijn twine, twist, f. Gmc. 
*twi- twi-. Hence vb. xm. 

twinge (dial.) pinch, squeeze OE.; (arch.) cause 
sharp pain to xvn. OE. twengan = MLG. twen- 
gen, OHG. zwengen, f. Gmc. *twatjg-, repr. by 
MHG. zwange tongs, zwangen pinch, OHG. 
zwangon. Hence twinge sb. tpinch xvi; sharp 
wringing pain xvn. 

twink fwink, blink xiv; (arch.) twinkle xvn. 
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corr. to MHG. zwinken (cf. G. zwinkern blink, 
wink, twinkle). 

twinkle emit tremulous radiance OE.; wink 
xm (obs. exc. in twinkling of an eye xrv). OE. 
twinclian, f. base repr. by twink; see -le*. 

twirl spin rapidly xvi; twiddle (the thumbs) 
xvin. prob. alt., by assoc, with whirl, of ftirl 
(xvi), metathetic var. of trill. 

twist fA. divided object or part (band of a hinge, 
twig, junction of two parts in the body) xrv; B. 
cord or threads intertwined xvi (of tobacco 
xvm); C. act of twisting, turning on an axis, or 
spinning xvi. of complicated history; partly 
dependent on OE. twist, in comps, denoting a 
hinged or branched object, viz. candeltwist 
snuffers, mxst twist mast rope, stay, yltwist 
bird-trap, and in place-names prob. denoting 
‘fork’; presumably f. the base *twis-, identical 
with that of twin. So twist vb. tdivide into 
branches; wring, wrench xrv; combinfe, unite 
(threads) xv. of mixed orig. (partly f. the sb.). 

twit find fault with, taunt, xvi. In earliest use 
twite, twight, aphetic of fotwite, OE. xtwitan 
reproach with, f. xt- from, away (denoting 
opposition) + wltan blame, corr. to OS. wltan, 
OHG. wl3an, ON. vita punish, Goth, -weitan, rel. 
to OE. wite punishment. 

twitch pull or jerk sharply. First in totwicche 
(xii-xiv) pull apart, corr. to LG. twikken, OHG. 
gizwickan (G. zwicken), f. Gmc. *twik-, repr. also 
by OE. twiccian (dial, twick) pluck, 

twite species of linnet, xvi. imit. of the bird’s 
call. 

twitter utter light tremulous notes, as a bird, 
xrv. of imit. orig.; see -er\ 

twizzle (dial., colloq.) twirl, twiddle, xix. alt. of 
twiddle or dial, twistle (xvm), f. twist; see -le’. 

two OE. twa fern., twa, tu n. (cf. twain) = OS. 
twa., twe (Du. twee), OHG. zwd, zwei (G. zwei), 
ON. tvxr, tvau, Goth, twos, twa; cogn. with Skr. 
dvd, Gr. duo, L. duo, Lith. du, OS1. duva, OIr. 
dau, do, W. daw, IE. *d(u)wo{u) with various 
modifications. Comp, twofold consisting of two 
combined, xii. ME. twafald, repl twifald, OE. 
twyfeald (see twi-). 

-ty1 final syll. of the tens. OE. -tig = OS. (Du.) 
-tig, OHG. -zug (G. -zig) (ON. tigr and Goth, tigus 
are separate words, not suffixes, e.g. tveir tigir, 
twai tigjus twenty); rel. to ten. 

-ty2 suffix denoting state or condition; early ME. 
-ted, -te{e), later -tie - (O)F. -te (AN. -tet, -ted, 
-teth)L. -tds, -tat-. 

tycoon foreigners’ title for the shogun of Japan 
xix; (fig., si.) business magnate xx. - Jap. taikun. 

tyke dog, esp. cur, mongrel; ill-conditioned 
fellow xiv; in full Yorkshire t. Yorkshireman 
xvii. - ON. tik bitch. 

tympan ftympanum OE.; (typogr.) in a print¬ 
ing press, frame for equalizing pressure xvi. OE. 
timpano and ME. timpan (in renderings of 
biblical passages) - L. tympanum tympanum, 
reinforced by (O)F. tympan. 

tympanites (path.) distension of the abdomen 
by gas. xrv. - late L. - Gr. tumpanttes, f. tum- 
panon tympanum. 

tympanum drum, tambourine, etc.; ear-drum. 
xvii. - L. - Gr. tumpanon drum, f. nasalized var. 
of base of tuptein strike. 

Tynwald annual convention in the Isle of Man. 
xv. - ON. *pingwall-, stem of pingvgllr, f. ping 
assembly + vgllr field, level ground. 

type emblem xv; mark, stamp xvi; charac¬ 
teristic or representative form xvii; block 
carrying a letter or figure used in printing 
xvm. - F. type or L. typus - Gr. tupos blow, im¬ 
pression, image, figure, f. base of tuptein strike, 
beat. Comp, typewriter ( er1) xix (whence type 
vb., typist xix). So typic typical, xvii. - F. 
typique - late L. typic us - Gr. tupikos. typical 
xvii. - medL. typicdlis. typography xvii. 
- F. typographic or modL. typographia. 
typographical xvi. - modL. typographer xvii. 
- F. typographe or modL. typographus. Hence 
typify xvii. 

-type repr. F. -type, L. -typus, Gr. -tupos, f. tup¬ 
tein (see prec). 

typhlitis (path.) inflammation of the caecum 
(blind gut), xix. f. Gr. tuphlon caecum, n. of 
tuphlos blind; see -ms. 

typhoon cyclonic storm in the China seas. 
xvi. - Chinese tai fung, dial. vars. of ta big, feng 
wind. Earlier ttuffoon (xvii), identified in form 
with ttouffon (xvi), ttuffon (xvii) violent storm 
in India - Pg. tufdo - Hind. (- Arab.) tufdn 
hurricane, tornado, beside which there was a 
contemp. ttyphon (xvi) - L. typhon - Gr. tuphon, 
rel. to thphein (see next). 

typhus infectious fever, xvm. - modL. typhus - 
Gr. tiiphos smoke, vapour, stupor, f. tuphein 
smoke Hence typhoid resembling typhus; 
applied spec, to a fever marked by intestinal 
inflammation and formerly supposed to be a 
variety of typhus, xvm. f. typhus + -oid. 

tyranno- comb, form of Gr. turannos tyrant, 
as in tyrannosaurus (xx). 

tyrant absolute ruler; despotic ruler, xm. - OF. 
tyrant, tiran (mod. tyran) - L. tyrannus - Gr 
turannos. (OF. tyrant is analogical after forms 
in ant.) So or hence tyrannic xv. - (O)F. tyr¬ 
annical xvi. tyrannous xv. tyranny xiv. - 
(O)F. tyrannie - late L. tyrannia - Gr. turannia. 
tyrannize xv. - (O)F. tyranniser. 

tyre, (now U S.) tire3 fcurved plating for the 
rim of a wheel xv; rim of metal forming a con 
tinuous hoop xvm; cushion of rubber for the 
same purpose xix. perh. a use of tire2. 

Tyrian pert, to Tyre, ancient Phoenician city 
on the Mediterranean, spec, of a purple or crim 
son dye obtained from molluscs, xvi. f. L. 
Tyrius, f. Tyrus Tyre; see -ian. 

tyro see tiro. 

tzar see czar. 

tzigane Hungarian gipsy, xix. - F. tzigane (with 
tz of G. origin) - Hung, cigany. 
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ubication location, xvii. - medL. ubicatid, -on- 
(cf. Sp. ubicacion, Pg. ubicaqdo), f. ubicdre (cf. 
Sp. ubicarse be in a determinate place), f. L. ubt 
where = Umbrian pufe, Oscanpu/*quubi (cf. 
L. alicubi elsewhere, necubi nowhere), f. base of 
qui who, with loc. ending; see -ation. 

ubiety condition in respect of place, xvii. - 
medL. ubietds, f. L. ubt where. So ubiquity 
quality of being everywhere at the same time, 
xvi. f. L. ubique everywhere, f. ubi+ gener¬ 
alizing -que (whence ubiquitoqs xix). 

U-boat xx. - G. U-boot, for unterseeboof ‘under¬ 
sea boat’. 

udal of lands held by an old pre-feudal form 
of freehold tenure, xvi (outhell, uthall, udall). 
Orkney and Shetland form of ON. 66al odal. 

udder OE uder = OS. uder, MLG., MDu. uder 
(Du. ui(j)er), OHG. uter (G. euter) WGmc. 
*udr-\ cf. OS. ieder, MLG. jeder, judder, ON. (with 
unexpl. cons.-change) ju(g)r *euder, IE. *udhr 
is repr. by L. uber, Gr. oiithar, Skr. ddhar-. 

udometer rain-gauge, xix. - F. udometre, irreg. 
f. L. udus damp; see -meter. 

ugly ffrightful, horrible, terrible; morally 
offensive xm; physically offensive, repulsive to 
the eye xrv; causing offence or disquiet xvii; haz¬ 
ardous, dangerous; cross, ill-tempered. - ON. 
uggligr to be feared, f. ugga fear; see -ly1. 

uhlan cavalryman, lancer in Continental 
armies, xvm. - F. uhlan, G. u(h)lan - Pol. 
(h)ulan - Turk, oglan youth, servant. 

Uitlander in S Africa, foreigner, alien, xix. - 
Afrikaans, f. Du. uit out + land land; see -er* . 

ukase decree, orig. of Russian emperor, xvm. - 
Russ. ukcLz, f. ukazat' show, order, decree, 

ukulele xix. of Hawaiian orig. 
-ular repr. L. -ularis (sometimes through F. 
-ulaire), f. -ulus, -ula, -ulum -ule + -aris -ar, as in 
L. populdris popular, reguldris regular, saecu- 
Idris secular. Some adjs. function as if con¬ 
nected directly to the bases of derivs. in -ule, as 
granular, apprehended as f. grain. 

ulcer xiv. - (O)F. ulcere or - L. ulcus, ulcer-, rel. 
to Gr. helkos wound, sore. So ulcerate (-ate*) 
xv, ulceration xrv, ulcerous xvi. - L. 

-ule suffix repr. F. -ule - L. -ulus, -ula, -ulum, as 
in capsula capsule, globulus globule, gran- 
ulum granule. Some words in -ule that were 
temporarily current, e.g. fscrupule, gave way 
finally to earlier forms in -le1; others, e.g. \for- 
mule, to the orig. L. form. The corr. ac^s. end in 
-ULAR, -ULOSE, -ULOUS. 

ulema body of Muslim doctors in the law xvn; 
one of these xix. - Arab, ulama pi. of alim 
learned, f. alima know. 

-ulent repr. L. -ulentus, used to form adjs. usu. 
with the sense of ‘abounding in, full of, as cor- 
pulentus corpulent, opulentus opulent, trucu- 
lentus TRUCULENT. 

ullage amount by which a cask or bottle falls 

short of being full, xv (oylage, ulage). - AN. ul- 
liage - OF. ouillage, aeillage, f. (O)F. ouiller, 
eullier, oeiller fill up (a barrel) Gallo-Rom. 
*oculare, f. L. oculus eye, used in the sense of 
bung-hole; see -age. 

ulna (anat.) larger inner bone of the forearm, 
xvi. - L. ulna forearm, ell. Hence ulnar xvm. 

-ulose adj. suffix repr. L. -ulosus, compounded 
of -ulus -ule and -bsus -ose* and f. sbs. in -ulus, 
-ula, -ulum. 

-ulous a4j. suffix repr. L. -ulosus -ulose and 
-ulus-, to the former belong, e.g., fabulous, 
meticulous, populous, to the latter, e.g., credu¬ 
lous, garrulous, sedulous. In a few instances L. 
adjs. of both types exist, as querulus, querulbsus 
querulous, ridiculus, ridiculosus ridiculous. 

ulster (U-) king-of-arms for Ireland xvi; long 
loose overcoat of rough cloth introduced by 
J. G. McGee & Co. of Belfast, capital of Ulster xix. 
Name of the most northerly province of Ireland, 
the earlier form of which was Ulvester - ON. 
Ulfastir, also Ulaztir, Uladstir, f. Ir. Ulaidh men 
of Ulster; the el. -ster is perh. to be referred to 
(O)Ir. tir land = L. terra. 

ulterior beyond what is immediate or present 
xvii; locally more remote xvm. - L. ulterior 
further, more distant, compar of *ulter. So ul¬ 
timate (of an end, stage, etc.) last, final, xvii - 
medL. ultimatus, pp. of late L. ultimdre come to 
an end, f. L. ultimus, superl. of *ulter, see -ate*. 
ultimatum final terms final point, extreme 
limit, xvm. sb. use of n. of late L. ultimdtus. 
ultimo ton the last day xvi; of the last month 
xvn. abl. of L. ultimus. 

ultra- prefix repr. L. ultra beyond, rel. to ul¬ 
terior, etc.; in mod. use (from early xix) a living 
prefix (1) prepositionally, surpassing the limits 
of (the specified concept), as ultra-human-, (2) 
adverbially, marked by an extreme degree of 
the quality denoted by the adj. qualified; (3) 
spec, in ultra-violet applied to the rays beyond 
the violet end of the visible spectrum; (4) de¬ 
noting instruments recording very minute 
measurements, as ultramicroscope. 

ultramarine A. applied to a blue pigment ob¬ 
tained orig. from lapis lazuli xvi; B. situated be¬ 
yond the sea xvn. In A. - medL. ultramarinus 
(see ultra-, marine); in B. - It. -foltramarino 
(mod. oltre ) in azzurro oltramarino ‘azure from 
overseas’, the substance being of foreign origin; 
later assim. to medL. 

ultramontane (one) representing the R.C.Ch. 
beyond (i.e. north of) the Alps and so not fav¬ 
ouring extreme views of papal authority xvi; 
(orig. from the French point of view) pert, to 
the R.C.Ch. beyond (i.e. south of) the Alps, (and 
hence) the Italian party favouring such views 
xvm. - medL. ultramontdnus-, see ultra-, 
MOUNT*, -ANE*. 

ululate howl. xvii. f. pp. stem of L. ululdre, of 
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imit. orig.; see -ate*. So ululation xvi. - obs. F. 
or late L. 

umbel (bot.) inflorescence in which the flowers 
are borne upon nearly equal pedicels springing 
from a common centre, xvi. - F. tumbelle (mod. 
ombelle) or L. umbella sunshade, dim. of umbra 
shadow; see umbra. So umbellifer xvm, um¬ 

belliferous xvn. 
umber kind of brown earth used as a pigment, 
xvi. - F. ombre or It. ombra, either identical 
with the words derived from L. umbra shadow, 
darkness; or from L. Umbra, fern, of Umber be¬ 
longing to the ancient province of Umbria, Italy, 

umbilical pert, to the navel, xvi. - medL. um- 
bilicdlis, f. L. umbilicus, f. base of umbo; see -al'. 

umbles xv. var. of numbles; in attrib. use 
umble-pie (xvii); cf. humble-pie. 

umbo boss of a shield; round or conical pro¬ 
jection. xvm. - L. umbo (see navel). 

umbra phantom, ghost xvi; uninvited guest ac¬ 
companying an invited one; (astron.) shadow 
xvn. - L. umbra shadow, shade, phantom, etc. 

umbrage tshade, shadow xv; shade of trees, 
(hence) foliage xvi; fshadowy appearance, sem¬ 
blance xvn; tsuspicion, inkling, pretext; dis¬ 
pleasure, resentment. - OF. umbrage, (also 
mod.) ombrage Rom. *umbraticum, sb. use of 
n. of L. umbrdticus pert, to retirement or seclu¬ 
sion, f. umbra shadow, shade, retirement. Hence 
umbrageous shady xvi; suspicious, jealous 
xvn. - (O)F. ombrageux. 

umbrella xvn (also -ello). - It. ombrella, -o, dim. 
of ombra L. umbra (shadow, shade), after um¬ 
bella (see umbel). 

umlaut (philol.) change in the sound of a vowel 
due to partial assimilation to an adjacent sound, 
xrx. - G., f. um- about + laut sound, 

umpire one who decides between disputants or 
arbitrators, xv. ME. owmpere, umpere, arising 
from misdivision of a noumpere, as an oumpere\ 
\noumpere (xiv-xv) - OF. no(u)mper, f. no(u)n- 
non- + per peer, i.e. a third man called in to de¬ 
cide between two. Hence as vb. xvi. 

umpty signaller’s si. for ‘dash’ used in reading 
morse code messages; by assoc, with numerals 
in -ty' used for an indefinite fairly large num¬ 
ber; whence umpteen, after numerals in -teen. 

xx. 
un-‘ OE. un- = OS. (LG.), (O)HG., Goth, un-, 
(M)Du. on-, ON. u-, 6-, corr. to OIr. in-, an-, L. in¬ 
is-2, Gr. an-, a- a-4, an-*, Skr. an-, a- IE. *n-, 
gradation-var. of *ne not. This prefix, expressing 
negation or contradiction, has been most fre¬ 
quently used with ppls. and adjs., but there has 
been restriction with short simple adjs. (e g. un¬ 
bold, unglad, unstrong), there being usu. avail¬ 
able simple forms with opposite positive 
meanings; unclean, uneven, unmild, untrue, un¬ 
wise, etc. are of OE. date, while unable, undue, 
uneasy, unjust, unsafe are notable exx. of comps, 
with adjs. of alien origin. On the other hand 
derivs. from adjs. in -able, -al, -ant, -ar, -ary, -ent, 
-ful, -ible, -itfat), -ish, -ive, -ous, -y are very nu¬ 
merous. Formations with ppls. appear freely 
from OE. times onwards. There are several 
comps, in common use of which the simplex is 
now obs. or rare, as unfailing, unfeeling, un¬ 

gainly, unruly, unspeakable, unwieldy. Parti¬ 
ciples with pendent particles are freely used, 
e g. uncalled-for, unreferred-to, unthought-of. 
There are many parallel formations with in-*, 

esp. in the earlier periods, e.g. inconstant, im¬ 
measurable, insatiable, beside unconstant, un¬ 
measurable, unsatiable. 

un-a prefix expressing reversal or deprivation. 
OE. un-, on-, an- = OS. ant- (Du ont), OHG ant-, 
int- (G. ent ), orig. identical with and- in OE and- 
swaru answer, andlong along. Most of the OE. 
formations have a simple vb. as their base, as 
unbindan unbind, undon undo, ungeocian un¬ 
yoke, and denote reversal of the action; the few 
denoting removal or deposition were increased 
later, as unfasten, unfix, unlace, unsettle, 
unstitch, as also those denoting freedom or re 
lease, as unbosom, uncage, unearth, unhouse, 
unsheathe, from late xvi comps, denoting de¬ 
privation of a quality or status appear, as un¬ 
church, unking, unman. 
The redundant use of the prefix is rare, the 

chief ex. being unloose. 
Both un-' and un-2 may be repr. in such a 

pp. form as unsaddled, which may mean ‘not 
saddled or having a saddle' or ‘removed from or 
deprived of a saddle’. 

unable not able xiv; weak, feeble xvi (in later 
USe Sc.), f. UN-1 + ABLE. 

unaneled not having received extreme 

unction, xvn. f. un-'-t-pp. of ^anele (xiv), f. an- 
+1ele anoint (f. OE. ele oil); see -ed' . 

unanimous xvii. f. L. unanimus, f. unus one 
+ animus mind; see -ous. So unanimity xv. - 
(O)F. or L. 

unanswerable tdiscrepant; not admitting of 
an answer; not responsible for. xvii (un-1). So 
unanswerably xvi. unarm xrv, unarmed xm 
(un-11). unawares without being aware; with¬ 
out warning, xvi. alt. of unwares (xn), var. of 
unbare (xii), adv.f. OE. unwsr = ON. uvarr, see 
un-1, aware, -s. So unaware adv. xvi; adj. xvm. 

unbeknown in adv. phr. u. to without the 
knowledge of. xvii (un-1). Hence, with -st (f. -s 
with parasitic t), unbeknownst xix. 

unbend relax xm; straighten xvii; free oneself 

from restraint xvm (un-2). unbending un¬ 

yielding, inflexible xvii; remaining erect xvm 

(un-1). unbosom disclose, xvi (un-2) unbound 
OE. unbunden\ see un-1. unbounded xvi (un-‘). 
unbridled xiv (un-1). unbroken xm (un-1). un¬ 
burden xvi (un-2). 

uncanny fA. malicious xvi; B. (dial.) careless, 
unreliable xvn; C. not safe to deal with xvm, D. 
of a mysterious or weird nature xix. f. un-' 
+ canny; sense D. is of Eng. development. 

unchancy (chiefly Sc.) ill-fated xvi; dangerous 
unsafe xvm. See un-'. unchurch exclude from 
membership of a church, xvii (un-2). 

uncial A. pert, to an inch or an ounce xvn; B. 
(palaeogr.) after late L. unciales litters, having 
the large rounded forms characteristic of early 
Gr. and L. manuscripts xvm. - L. uncialis, f. 
uncia inch1, ounce'; see -al’. In sense B the orig. 
application is obscure. 

unciform hook-shaped, xvm. f. L. uncus hook. 
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see -form. So uncinate hooked, xvm. - L. un- 
clndtus, f. unclnus, f. uncus, see -ine', -ate*. 

uncle xm. - AN. uncle, (0)F. oncle late L. 
aunculus uncle, for earlier avunculus maternal 
uncle, dim. (see next) of * auxin-, var. of the base 
of L. avus grandfather (:- *awos). 

-uncle suffix repr. OF. -uncle, and its source, L. 
-unculus, -uncula, a comp, form with -ulus, -ula, 
-ule, on -unc- (as in homuncio little man), 

unco (Sc.) adj. strange, unusual xv; remarkable, 
great xviii; adv. extremely xviii. Clipped form 
of UNCOUTH. 

unconscionable riot conscientious; not 
reasonable, unreasonably great, etc. xvi (un-'). 

unconscious xviii (un-‘). uncouple release 
(dogs) from the leash xrv; disconnect xvi. See 
UN-*. 

uncouth tunknown; funfamiliar; (dial.) un¬ 
usual OE., funfrequented xvi; uncomely, awk¬ 
ward. OE. uncud = MDu. oncont (Du. onkond), 
OHG. unkund, ON. ukunnr, Goth, unkunps-, 
Gmc., f. un-1 + pp. of *kunnan know (see can*). 

uncover xm (un-*). 

unction A. anointing as a rite or symbol xrv; 
B. (after 1 John 2: 20) spiritual influence xrv; 
spiritual feeling xvn; C. lubrication, ointment 
xvi. - L. undid, -on-, f. unci-, pp. stem of ung(u)- 
ere\ see unguent, -tion. So unctuous greasy, 
oily xrv; fat, rich xv. - medL. unctudsus. 

undaunted funtamed xv; t(Sc.) unrestrained 
xvi; not discouraged xvi. See un-’. 

under adv. and prep. OE. under = OS. undar 
(Du. onder), OHG. untar (G. unter), ON. undir, 
Goth, undar Gmc. * under IE. *ndher- and 
*nter-, compar. formations, 

under-' repr. OE. under-, comb, form of under 

adv. and prep. = OS. undar-, etc. (see prec.) de¬ 
noting (1) lower or inferior position or locality, 
status or rank; (2) defect, or insufficiency, 

under-* pref. originating in the coalescence of 
under prep, with a following sb., the resulting 
comp, forming an adj. or adv., e.g. underfoot 
(xii); underground, underhand; undersea 
(xvn). 

undergo pt. -went, pp. -gone fundermine OE.; 
tpass under xiii; endure, submit to; experience 
xvi. Late OE. undergan (with Gmc. cogns.); see 
UNDER-1, GO. 

undergraduate xvn (shortened to under¬ 
grad xix). See under *. Hence irreg. under- 
graduette xx. 

underground adv. xvi; adj. xvn. See under *. 
underhand adv. and adj. secret(ly), covert(ly). 
xvi. See under *. 

underhung having the lower jaw projecting 
beyond the upper, xvii. f. under + hung, pp. of 
hang. 

underlay place beneath, support. OE. under- 
lecgan = (M)Du. onderleggen, etc.; see under-', 

lay'. 

underlie fbe subject to; submit to OE.; subtend 
xvi; form a basis to xix. OE. underlicgan = 
(M)Du. onderliggeri, etc. See under-', lie'. 

underling xii. f. under (in the sense ‘in a state 
of subjection’) + -ling' . 

undermine mine beneath xiv; overthrow by 
underhand means xv. f. under + mine*. 

underneath prep, beneath, below; adv. down 
below. OE. underneodan, f. under + neodan (see 
BENEATH). 

understand grasp or know the meaning (or 
the fact) of OE.; recognize as present or implied 
xvi. OE. understandan, see under-'; cf. MLG. 
understdn understand, step under, MDu. on- 
derstaen (Du. -staan), MHG. understdn, -sten (G. 
unterstehen), and with another prefix, OE. for- 
standan, OS. farstandan, OHG. firstantan, 
MHG. verstan, -sten (G. verstehen), MDu. ver- 
staen (Du. -staan). Hence understanding xi. 

understrapper underling, subordinate, xvm. 
f. under-' +(prob.) strapper in dial, sense of 
‘labourer* or ‘one who grooms a horse’ (cf. 
strap). 

undertake fentrap xii; faccept, receive xm; 
take in hand, take in charge; tcommit oneself 
xrv; become surety for xvi. f. under-' + take. 
Hence undertaker fbelper; one who under¬ 
takes a task xrv; contractor, now only for 
funeral-undertaker xvii. undertaking tenergy, 
enterprise; pledge, promise xrv; action, etc., 
undertaken xv. 

undertone low or subdued tone; undercurrent 
of feeling, etc. xix. f. under-' + tone. 

underwrite write underneath xrv (in pp.); 
tsubscribe (a document) xvi; spec, (a policy of 
insurance) xvn (hence underwriter xvn). f. 
under-'; tr. L. subscribere subscribe. 

undies (colloq.) pi. women’s undergarments, 
xx. f. under- in underclothes, underwear, etc.; see 
-ies (and cf. -y*). 

undine water-nymph, xix. - modL. undina, un- 
dena, f. unda wave; see -ine'. 

undo A. unfasten; B. annul, make of no effect; 
bring to nought, destroy, ruin OE.; t C. expound 
xm. OE. undon = (M)Du. ontdoen, OHG. intuon: 
see un-*, do'. Hence undone ruined, destroyed 
xrv. 

undoubted xv (un-1). Hence undoubtedly xv. 
undress' partial or informal dress, xvn. 
un-' + dress sb. So undressed not dressed, trim¬ 
med, clothed xv. 

undress* divest of clothes, xvi (un-*). 
undue not owing; improper, unseasonable xrv; 
excessive xvii. f. un-' + due. So unduly xrv. 

undulate move in or as in waves, xvn. f. L. 
unda wave (cf. L. unduldtus waved, f. late L. 
undula, dim. of unda)-, see -ule, -ate*. So un¬ 
dulation xvii, undulatory xvm. 

undying xm (vndeiand). See un-‘. 
unearth exhume xv; expel (an animal) from its 
earth xvn; (fig.) bring to light xix. f. un * + earth 
sb. uneasy xm (un-‘). uneath (arch.) with 
difficulty; hardly, scarcely. OE. uneade, f. un-' 
+ eade easily, unemployment xix (un-*). un¬ 
ending xvn (un-'). unequal xvi (un-1). uneven 
OF. unefen, see un-', even*, unfailing xiv 
(un-'). unfasten xiii (un-*). unfeeling OE. un- 
felende, f. un-' + prp. of feel vb. unfit xvi (un-1). 
unfitting xvi (un-’). unfix xvi (un-*). unfold 
open the folds of; disclose. OE. unfealdan, see 
UN-*, FOLD* unfrequented xvi (un '). unfrock 
xvn (un-*). ungainly xvii. f. un-' + (dial.) gainly, 
after ungain (dial.) not straight; inconvenient 
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(XV) - ON. ugegn, f. u- un-' +gegn straight; see 
-LY5. 

ungodly xvi (un-1). 

unguent ointment, salve, xv. - L. unguentum, 
f. unguere anoint, rel. to Skr. andkti anoints, 
OIr. imb. W. ymenyn, OHG. ancho butter, 

ungulate hoof-shaped, hoofed, xix. - lateL. un- 
gulatus, f. ungula claw, hoof. f. unguis nail; see 
-ULE, -ATE*. 

unhand take the hand(s) off. xvh. f. un-1 + hand 
sb. 

unhappy tcausing misfortune xiii; unfor¬ 
tunate, ill-fated, (later) wretched in mind, mar¬ 
ked by misfortune xrv. f. funhap misfortune, 
mishap (xm) - ON. uhapp, f. u- un-1 -+- happ hap 
sb.; see -y'. 

unhinge xvii (un-1). unhorse xiv (un-1). un¬ 

house XIV (UN-1). 

uni- repr. L. uni-, comb, form of unus one, a 
single (repr. by only a few words during the 
classical period); freely used in xix in techn. 
terms. 

Uniat, -ate (pert, to) a member of an Orthodox 
Eastern church in communion with the R.C.Ch. 
xix. - Russ, uniat, f. uniya - L. unio union 

unicameral consisting of one chamber, xix. 
UNI- + CAMERA + - AL1. 

unicorn fabulous one-homed equine beast xm; 
carriage drawn by three horses arranged one 
and two xvm. - (O)F. unicorne - L. unicornis 
one-horned, (Vulg.) unicorn, f. uni- + cornu 
horn. 

uniform of one or the same form xvi; sb. 
distinctive uniform dress xvm. - (O)F. uniforme 
or L. uniformis, f. uni- -\-forma form. So uni¬ 
formity xv. - (O)F. or late L. 

unify xvi. - (O)F. unifier or late L. unifi.ca.re; see 
uni-, -fy. So unification xix. 

unilateral xix. f. uni- + lateral. 
union act or fact of uniting or being united xv; 
body of units joined together xvii; textile fabric 
composed of two or more materials xix. - (O)F. 
union or ecclL. unio, on- the number one, unity, 
f. unus one; see -ion. U. flag, national flag in¬ 
troduced to symbolize the union of the crowns 
of England and Scotland xvii; u.jack, orig. small 
union flag flown as a jack (see jack*) xvii. 

unique xvii. - F. unique, funic m. - L. unicus 
one and only, alone of its kind, f. unus one; see 
-ic. 

unison (mus.) identity of pitch xvi; exact agree 
ment xvii. - (O)F. unison (mod. unisson) or late 
L. unisonus of the same sound, f. uni- + sonus 
SOUND*. 

unit (math.) indivisible whole regarded as the 
base of number xvi; single individual xvii; quan 
tity serving as a standard of measurement xvm. 
f. L. unus one, prob. after digit. 

Unitarian one who affirms the unipersonality 
of the Godhead, xvii. f. modL. unitdrius, f. L 
unitas unity; see -arian. 

unite trans. make one xv; intr. form one (with) 
xvii. f. unit-, pp. stem of L. unire join together, f 
unus one So unity fact or condition of being 
one xiii; tunit xv; the number one xvi. - (O)F. 
unite - L. unitas. 

universal comprehending the whole xiv; pert. 

to the universe, of the Church Catholic, forming 
a whole xv; widely learned or accomplished xvi; 
(logic) pert, to the whole of a class or genus; also 
sb. xvi. - OF. universal (mod. -el) or L. uni¬ 
versalis, f. universus, see next and -al1. So uni¬ 

versality xrv (once, thereafter not till xvi). - 
(O)F. or late L. Hence universally xrv. uni- 

versalism xix, -ist xvii. 

universe A. fin u. (L. in universum) uni¬ 
versally xrv; B. the whole of created things xvi; 
the world xvii. - (O)F. univers or L. universum 
the whole world, sb. use of n. of universus all 
taken together, lit. ‘turned into one’, f. uni- 

+ versus, pp. of vertere turn, 
university body of teachers and scholars en¬ 
gaged in the higher branches of learning in a 
certain place, xrv. - (O)F. unwersite - L. uni- 
versitas the whole, the whole number (of), the 
universe, (in later juridical lang.) society, cor¬ 
poration, f. universus, see universe, -ity. 

unkempt xv. var. of unkem(be)d, f. un-' + pp of 
kemb, OE. cemban comb. 

unless (not) on a less condition than xrv; except 
it be that, if... not xv, prep, except, but xvi ME. 
phr. o(n) lesse, also in lesse (followed by than), 
modelled on (O)F. a moins que, with assim. of 
the first syll. to un-1. 

unlettered xiv (un-1). unlicked not licked into 

shape, xvi (un-1). 

unlike not like, different xii. The early dis 
tribution of the word in north, and eastern areas 
suggests orig. accommodation of ON. ulikr, 
uglikr = OE. ungelic(ME. uniliche), MLG. unlik 
(Du. onlijk), OHG. ungilih (G. ungleich); Gmc., 
see un-1, like'. So unlikely xrv 

unloose relax; release xrv; unfasten xvi. f. un-1, 
loose; cf. OE. onliesan, ME. unlese unlucky 
xvi (un-1). unmake xv (un-1). unman deprive 

of manly qualities, xvi (un-1). unmask xvi 

(UN-1). 

unmentionable not to be mentioned xix; sb. 
pi. trousers xix (orig. U.S.). See un '. 

unmitigated xvi (un-1). unmixed xvi (un-1). 

unmuzzle (un-1). unmuzzled (un-1) xvi. un¬ 
nail xv (un-1). unnatural xv (un '). unnerved 
xvii (un-1). unpaid xiv (un '). unparalleled xvi 
(UN-1). 

unready not ready or prepared xm; not prompt 
xvi. f. un-' + ready. From xvi used as a form of 
tunredy (xiv), f. unrede (see -y'), OE. unraed lack 
of counsel or wisdom (OE. raed counsel), tradi 
tional epithet from xm of king Ethelred II, ori¬ 
ginating in the jingling collocation /Ethelred 
Unred ‘Noble Counsel, Evil Counsel’, 

unreal xvii (un-1). unreality xvm (un-1). un¬ 
reason finjustice xiv; inability to act reason¬ 
ably xix. See un-1. unreasonable xiv (un-1). 

unreliable xix (un ’) 
unruly undisciplined, disorderly xiv. f un ’ 

+1ruly orderly (xrv), f. rule + -y'. 

unsaid OE. unsaed, with Gmc cogns ; see un-'. 

unsay (OE., once), xv (un-5). unseat xvi (un-1). 

unseemly xm (un-1). unseen xii (un-'). un¬ 
settle xvi (un-1). unsex xvii (un-1). unship xv 
(un-1). unsightly xv (un-1). 

unspeakable A. that cannot be expressed in 
words xiv; B. indescribably bad xix See un-'. 
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unsteady xvi (un-1). 
unstrung having the string(s) relaxed xvi; un¬ 

nerved XVII (UN-*). 
unsung not sung xv; not celebrated in song xvii 

(UN-1). 

unsymmetrical xvih (un-1). unsystematic 
XVIII (UN-1). 

untidy funtimely, unseemly xiii; not in good 
order xiv. See un-’. 

untie OE. untigan, see un *. 
until adv. and conj. xni. f. ON. *und (retained 
in un(d)z, for *und es ‘till that’, and corr. to OE., 
OFris., OS. und) 4- till1. 

untiring not growing weary, xix. f. un-1 +prp. 
of tire1 (intr.). 

unto to (in all uses exc. as marking an inf.); 
(arch.) until, xni. f. (Scand.) un- of until 
+ (native) to. 

untold fnot reckoned OE.; immense, vast xrv; 
not recounted. OE. unteald, see un-1. 

untouchable that cannot or may not be 
touched xvi; sb. non-caste Hindu xx. See un-1. 

untoward tdisinclined; intractable; fawk- 
ward, ungainly; unlucky xvi; unpropitious xvii. 
f. un-1 + toward adj. Earlier in untowardly adj., 
untowardness xv. 

untrodden not trodden on, untraversed, (xiii), 
xvi. See un-1. 

untrue unfaithful OE.; false xrv; wrong. OE 
untreowe (with Gmc. cogns.); see un-1. 

untruth funfaithfulness OE.; falsehood xv. See 
un-1. Hence untruthful xrv. 

untutored xvi (un-1). unused xni (un-1). un¬ 
usual XVI (UN-1). 

unutterable above or beyond description, xvi 
(UN-1). 

unwashed xrv (un-1). Earlier fun was hen (OE. 
unwxscen). 

unwell xv (before late xviii mostly north., Sc., 
Anglo-Ir.). See un-1. 

unwept xvi (un-1). 
unwieldy fimpotent, feeble xiv; awkward in 
movement xvi; difficult to handle, f. un-1 
+1wieldy, extended form with -y1 of twield, OE. 
(ge)wielde vigorous, activeGmc. *(ja)waldja-, 
f. *wald-, base of wield. 

unwilling OE. unwillende, newly formed in 
xvi. See un-1. 

unwise OE. unwis (with Gmc. cogns.); see un-1. 
unwitting not knowing or aware, OE. un- 
witende (rare after 1600 till xix); see un-1, -ing*. 
Hence unwittingly xrv. 

unworthy worthless; not worthy, undeserving 
xni; unmerited xiv; not befitting (one). See un-1. 

-UOUS suffix repr. L. uosus or deriv. OF. -uous 
(mod. ueux), f. u-stems + -osus -ose1, -ous, as 
in fmonstruous, sinuous, sumptuous; or f. L. 
u-stems +-ous, as in arduous, conspicuous, 
incongruous, promiscuous, strenuous. So -uity, 
-uosity. 

up to or at an elevated position, repr. two OE. 
words (i) upip) (said primarily of motion) = OS. 
up (Du. op), ON. upp, (ii) uppe (said primarily of 
position) = OS. uppa, ON. uppi, rel. to OHG. uf 
(G. auf). The use of up adv. to express complete 
consumption was prob. adopted from Scand. 
(e g. ON. drekka upp drink up). By ellipsis of 

preps., such as against, along, etc., a new prep, 
was developed to form collocations like upstairs 
(xvi). 

up- pref. repr. OE. up(p)-, corr. to (M)Du. op-, 
OS., (M)LG. up-, OHG. uf- (G. auf-), ON. upp-. 

upas Javanese tree yielding a poisonous sap. 
xix. - Malay upas poison, in pdhun or puhun 
upas poison-tree. Earlier (xvm) of a tree fabled 
to have existed in Java, having poisonous 
properties such that it destroyed life for many 
miles around. 

upbraid fadduce as a fault OE., find fault with, 
carp at xiii; censure, reprove soundly. Late OE. 
upbredan, perh. after ON. *uppbregda, f. upp 
up + bregda braid. 

upbringing xvi.Gerund offupbring (xiii), with 

Gmc. cogns. 
upheaval (geol.) raising by volcanic action; 

hence freq. fig. xix. f. upheave (xm; spec, in geol. 

xix), f. up- + heave; see -al*. 

uphill ascent xvi; adj. thigh, elevated xvn; 

going upwards, arduous; adv. xvii. f. up 

prep. + hill. 

uphold xiii. f. up-+ hold1; with Gmc. cogns. 
upholsterer xvn. Extended form with -er1 of 
tupholster (xv) dealer in or repairer of small or 
secondhand articles, f. prec. + -ster. Hence up¬ 

holster vb. xix, upholstery xvn. 
upkeep maintenance in good condition, xix. f. 
phr. keep up maintain (xvi). 

upland (arch.) land lying away from the sea; 
high ground xvi; also adj., repl. earlier up- 
landish (xrv; cf. OE. uplendisc rustic), f. up, used 
adj., raised, elevated + land sb. 

upmost uppermost, highest, xvi. f. up + -most. 

upon xii. f. up + on, after ON. upp a. 
upper higher, top. xrv (not common before xv). 
f. up+ er*. Hence sb. xix, uppermost xv. 

uppish from xvii in various si. uses implying 
elevation or elation, f. up + -ish1. 

upright erect, perpendicular OE., flying on the 
back OE. (late); of unbending rectitude xvi; sb. 
fvertical face; architectural elevation xvn; 
upright part or member. OE. upriht, corr. to 
(M)Du. oprecht, OHG. ufreht (G. aufrecht), ON. 
uprettr-, see up-, right 

uproar A. finsurrection, tumult; B. outcry, 
noise of tumult, xvi. - Du. oproer (MDu. uproer), 
MLG. upror, f. op up-+ roer, ror - OS. hrora, 
OHG. ruora (G. ruhr) motion; in B influenced 
by roar. Hence uproarious xix. 

ups-a-daisy, upsidaisy encouraging excl. 
on lifting a child from the ground, xix. vars. 
of up-a-daisy (xvm; -dazy), see up, and for the 
ending cf. lackadaisical, xix. 

upset fA. set up, raise, erect xrv (in pp.); (Sc.) 
make good xvi. B. overthrow, overturn; throw 
into disorder xix. f. up + set1. 

upshot ffinal shot in an archery match, fig. 
parting shot; fmark aimed at; fend, conclusion; 
in the u. at last, (hence) result, issue, xvi. f. 
up- + SHOT. 

upside down xvi. Alt. of (dial.) upsidown (xv), 
var. of f upsedown, f up sadown, for earlier fup 
so down (xrv), orig. meaning ‘so as to be upset 
or overturned’. The form of this phr. is difficult 
to account for. 



upsides 517 usher 

upsides even or quits with, xvra (orig. Sc.), f. 
up, side sb., s. 

upstairs see up. 
upstart (one) newly or suddenly risen in posi 
tion. xvi. equiv. to contemp tstart-up, f. start, 
pp. of start3 + adv. up; cf. upstart vb. (now rare) 
start up (xrv). 

uptake capacity for understanding, xix. f. up¬ 
take vb. xviii (Sc.) understand, f. up + take. 

upward OE. upweard, corr. to MLG. upwart, 
MDu. opwaert (Du. opwaart), MHG. ufwerv, see 
up, -ward. So upwards OE. upweardes. 

ur- primitive, original, earliest, repr. G. pref. as 
in ursprache primitive language, 

uraemia (path.) presence in the blood of 
urinary constituents, xix. f. Gr. ouron 
urine + haima blood. 

uraeus representation of the sacred asp or ser¬ 
pent on the headdress of ancient Egyptian de¬ 
ities and kings, xix. - Gr. ouraios, of Egyptian 
orig. 

uranism homosexuality, xix. - G. uranismus, 
f. Gr ourdnios heavenly, taken to mean spiri¬ 
tual’, f. ouranos heaven; see -ism. 

uranium (chem.) metallic element, xvm. f. 
Uranus+ -ium. 

urano- comb, form of Gr. ouranos sky, 
heaven(s), roof of the mouth; e g. uranography 
(xvii), uranometry (xvm). 

Uranus planet situated between Saturn and 
Neptune, xrx. - L. Oranus - Gr. Ouranos hus¬ 
band of Gaea (Earth) and father of Cronos 
(Saturn). 

urban xvii (rare before xix). - L. urbanus, f. 
urbs, urb- city; see -an. 

urbane turban xvi; having the manners or 
culture characteristic of town life xvii; civil, 
polite. - (O)F. urbain, -aine or L. urbanus, ana, 
see prec. So urbanity refined civility , tpolished 
wit; city or town life. xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

urceolate pitcher-shaped, xvm. f. L. urceolus, 
dim. of urceus pitcher; see -ate2. 

urchin hedgehog xiii; (dial.) deformed person 
xvi; mischievous youngster; little fellow, brat. 
ME. urchon, beside yrichon (xm), hirchon, 
irchoun - ONF. herichon, *ir(e)chon, *urchon, 
vars. of OF. heriqon (mod. herisson) Rom 
*hencio, -on-, f. L. hericius, late form of ericius 
hedgehog. 

-ure suffix repr. (O)F. -ure - L. -ura, denoting 
primarily action or process or the result of this, 
(hence) office or rank, collective body or 
organization; usu. affixed to pps., but in L.figura 
figure being exceptionally attached to a pres, 
vb.-stem Various other F endings have been 
assim. to this in Eng adoptions, as in leisure, 
manure, pleasure, tenure, treasure. 

urea constituent of urine, xix f. F. uree, f. Gr. 
ouron urine or ourein urinate. 

-uret (chem.) suffix now gen. repl. by -ide - 
modL. uretum (also -oretum), proposed xvm by 
F. chemists. 

ureter (anat.) urinary duct. xvi. - F. uretere or 
Gr. ourettr, f. ourein make water, f. ouron urine. 
So urethra tube which discharges urine from 
the bladder, xvii. - late L. urethra - Gr. ourt- 
thra. 

urge demand or entreat insistently; press or 
drive forward, xvi. - L. urgere press, drive, 
compel. So urgent xv. - (O)F. - prp. of L. urgere. 
Hence urgency xvi. 

-uria final el. in L. form repr. Gr. -ouria, f. ouron 
urine (see -la') in terms of path, denoting mor¬ 
bid conditions of the urine, e.g. albuminuria, 
haematuria. 

uric pert, to urine, xvm. - F. urique, f. Gr. ouron 
urine; see -ic. 

-urient suffix repr. L. -uriens, -ent-, prp ending 
of L. desiderative vbs. in -urire. 

urinal tglass vessel to hold urine for inspection 
xm; fvessel for chemical solution xrv; chamber¬ 
pot xv; place provided for passing urine xix. - 
(O)F. - late L. urinal, sb. use of n. of late urinalis 
urinary, f. urina urine; see -al1. 

urine xrv - (O)F. - L. urina. So urinary xvi. - 
medL. *urindrius. urinate make water, xvi. f. 
pp. stem of medL. urinare (in classL. dive); see 
-ate*. 

urn vessel in which to preserve the ashes of the 
dead xiv; vessel for holding voting-tablets or 
the like xvi; oviform pot or pitcher xvii (tea 
urn xvm). - L urna *urcna, rel to urceus 
pitcher. 

urning male homosexual, xix. - G., f. (Venus) 
Urania, taken to mean ‘heavenly love’ and 
applied to homosexuality as being spiritual’; cf 
uranism 

uro-' comb, form of Gr. ouron urine, as in 
urology (xvm). 

uro-2 comb, form of Gr. ourd tail, 

ursine pert, to or like a bear xvi. - L. ursinus, 
f. ursus bear; see -ine'. 

urticate sting like a nettle, xix. f. pp stem of 
medL. urticare, f. L. urtica nettle (whence 
urticaria xvm); see ate*. So urtication xvii. - 
medL. 

urus aurochs, xvii. - L. urus - Gmc. *urus (OE. 
ur, etc ). 

US d. and acc of we OE. us = OS. us, (M)Du. ons, 
(O)HG. uns, ON. oss, Goth, uns Gmc. *uns 
IE. *ns, reduced grade of *nes (Skr. nas). 

usage habitual use, custom, or conduct, xm. - 
(O)F., f. L. usus use; see -age. So usance fusage 
xrv; period allowed for the payment of a bill of 
exchange xvn - OF. Rom. *usantia, f. *usare 
(see next), user (leg.) continual use or enjoy¬ 
ment. xix Evolved from tabuser, non-user 
(xvii); see -er*. 

use act or manner of using, fact of being used, 
xm. ME. us - (O)F. us L. usus use, usage, f. 
us-, pp. stem of uti vb. use. Hence useful, use¬ 
less xvi. So use observe (a custom, rite, etc.), 
follow as a custom xm; engage in, employ, deal 
with xiv; habituate, accustom (be used to xv); 
intr. be accustomed (now only in pt.). - (O)F. 
user temploy (now user de), consume, wear 
outRom *usare, f. L. pp. stem us- 

usher officer having charge of the door of a hall, 
etc. xiv; officer whose ceremonial duty it is to 
precede a person of rank xvi; (fig.) precursor; 
assistant master in a school. - AN. usser = OF. 
u(i)ssier, (mod. huissier) medL ustidrius, for 
L. ostiarius door-keeper, f. ostium door, f. os 
mouth; see er2 Hence vb xvi. 



usquebaugh 

usquebaugh whisky*, xvi. - Ir. and Sc. Gael. 
uisge beatha ‘water of life’, i.e. uisge water, 

beat ha life. 
usual xrv. - OF. usual, (also mod.) usuel, or late 

L. usualis, f. usus use; see -al*. Hence usually 

(-LY*) XV. 
usucapion (leg.) acquisition of ownership by 
long use. xvn. - F. usucapion or L. usucapid, 
on-, f. usucapere, f. usu, abl. of usus use + capere 
take, seize. So usucaption xvn. - OF. or 
medL. 

usufruct right of temporary possession or use 
xvii. - medL. usufructus, for L. ususfructus, 
more fully usus et fructus use and enjoyment; 
see USE, FRUIT. 

usurp xrv. - (O)F. usurper - L. usurpare, seize 
for use, prob. for *usuripdre, f. usu, abl. of usus 
use + rapere seize. So usurpation xrv. - (O)F. 
or L. 

usury lending money at interest xiv; (arch.) in¬ 
terest on money lent xv. - AN. *usurie = 
(O)F. usure or medL. usuria, f. L. usura, f. usus 
use; see -y*. Hence usurious xvn. So usurer 
xin. - AN. usurer, OF. usureor, (also mod.) 
usurier, see -er*. 

ut (mus.) first note of Guido Aretino’s hexa- 
chords, and of the octave in modern solmization 
(cf. doh). - (O)F. ut, the lowest of the series ut, 
re, mi, fa, sol, la, si, said to be taken from the 
office hymn for St. John Baptist’s day . Ut queant 
laxis resonare fibris / Mira gestorum /amuli 
tuorum / Solve polluti (abii reatum, / Sancte 
Johannes. See gamut. 

utensil t(coll. sg.) domestic vessels or im¬ 
plements xrv; domestic implement, etc. xv; 
sacred vessel xvii. - OF. utensile (mod. us ten¬ 
sile) - medL. utensile, sb. use of n. of L. utensilis 
fit for use, useful (n. pi. utensilia implements, 
materials), f. uti use. 

uterus (anat.) womb. xvii. - L. uterus belly, 
womb, obscurely rel. to Skr. udara-, Gr. 

uxorious 

hoderos. So uterine having the same mother 
xv; pert, to the uterus xvii. - late L. uterinus. 

utility usefulness xrv; useful thing or feature 
xv. - (O)F. utilite - L. utilitas, f. utilis useful, f. 
uti use; see -ile, -ity. Hence utilitarian xvm. 

So utilize make useful, convert to use. xix. - F. 
utiliser - It. utilizzare utilization xix. - F. 

utmost outermost OE.; of the highest degree 
xrv; flatest, last xv; also sb. ffurthest part OE.; 
extreme degree or limit xv. OE. ut{e)mest, f. ut{e) 
+ -mest, see out adv., -most. 

utopia name of Sir Thomas More’s imaginary 
republic xvi; place or condition of ideally perfect 
government xvn. - modL. utopia ‘no-place’, f. 
Gr. ou not + topos place; see -la*. So Utopian 
xvi. 

utricle small sac or bladder, xvm. - F. utricle 
or L. utriculus, dim. of uter leather bottle; see 
-CLE. 

utter* outward, outer OE.; extreme, total xv. 
OE. uter{r)a, uttra, compar. formation (see -er*) 

on ut out, corr. to MDu. utere (Du. uiter ), OHG. 
uzaro (G. ausser). Hence utterly (ly*) tplainly, 
straight out xin; absolutely, completely xrv. 
uttermost outermost, utmost, xrv. 

utter* give out audibly, speak, pronounce; 
treveal; tput on the market, sell; give currency 
to (coin, etc.), xrv. - MDu. uteren (Du. uiteren) 
drive away, speak, show, make known, MLG. 
utern turn out, sell, speak, demonstrate, with 
assim. to utter*. Hence utterance* tdisposal 
by sale; speaking, speech, xv. 

utterance* extremity of force, esp. in phr. (new 
arch.) to the u. to the utmost limit, xm. - (with 
assim. to utter') (O)F. outrance, toultrance, f. 
ou{t)trer go beyond bounds Rom. *ultrare, f. 
L. ultra beyond; see -ance. 

uvula fleshy part of the soft palate, xrv. - late 
L. uvula, dim. of L. uva grape; see -ule. 

uxorious excessively devoted to one’s wife, 
xvi. f. L. uxorius, f. uxor wife; see -ious. 



V 
vacant not held or occupied xni; devoid of con 
tents xrv; free from occupation xvi; ex¬ 
pressionless, inane xvm. In early use - (O)F.; 
not freq. before late xvi, the word appears to 
have been taken in afresh from L. vacans, ant-, 
prp. of vacare be empty or unoccupied, with 
arch. var. vocare\ see void, -ant. So vacancy 
xvi. 

vacate make void or vacant xvii; withdraw 
from xvm. f. pp. stem of L. vacare, see prec., 
-ate*, vacation release from occupation xrv; 
period of formal suspension of activity xv. - 
(O)F. or L.; abbrev. vac xvm. 

vaccine in v. disease cowpox, v. matter or virus 
v., v. inoculation vaccination, xvm. - L. vacci 
nus, as used in modL. variolx vaccinx cowpox, 
virus vaccinus virus of cowpox used in vac¬ 
cination, f. vacca cow; see -ine1. Also vaccine 
sb. vaccine matter, xix. - F. Hence vaccinate 
(-ate*) xix, vaccination xvm. 

vacillate swing or sway unsteadily xvi; waver 
xvii. f. pp. stem of L. vacillare sway, totter; see 
-ate®. So vacillation xv. - L. 

vacuity emptiness; empty space; vacancy of 
mind. xvi. - (O)F. vacuite or L. vacuitas, f. 
vacuus empty (whence vacuous xvii), f. vacare 
be vacant. So vacuum emptiness, empty space 
xvi. sb. use of n. sg. of vacuus. 

vade-mecum handy book of reference, xvii. - 
F. - modL. vade-mecum, sb. use of L. vade 
mecum go with me, i.e. imper. of vddere go and 
mecum (me me, cum with), 

vagabond wandering without settled habi 
tation xv; sb. itinerant beggar xv; idle good- 
for-nothing xvii. - (O)F. vagabond or L. 
vagabundus, f. vagari wander, f. vagus 
wandering. 

vagary froaming, ramble; fwandering in 
speech; ffrolic, prank xvi; capricious or 
eccentric act xvii; fantastic notion xvm. - L. 
vagari wander (see prec ). 

vagina canal connecting vulva with uterus 
xvii; sheath, theca xvm. - L. vagina sheath, 
scabbard. 

vagrant (person) wandering from place to 
place and maintaining himself by begging, etc 
xv. ME. vagaraunt - AN. vagarant, -auntie), 
app. f. L. vagari wander + ant. 

vague xvi. - F. - L. vagus wandering, incon 
stant, uncertain. 

vail1 fbenefit, profit xv; (arch.) casual profit or 
emolument xv; pi. gratuities, perquisites xvi. f 
tvail vb. avail, profit (xm) - OF vail-, tonic stem 
of valoir be of value - L. valere be strong, power 
ful, of value. 

vail2 (arch.) lower xiv; doff xv. Aphetic of \avail, 
favale descend, lower - (O)F. avaler lower, 
swallow. 

vain worthless, futile xm; fsenseless, silly xrv; 
having an inordinate opinion of oneself xvii. - 

(O)F. vain, fern, vaine L. vanus, a empty, 
without substance, rel. to vacuus vacant. The 
phr. in vain reflects (O)F. en vain. Comps, vain¬ 
glory xm (after (O)F. vaine gloire, L. vdna 
gloria), vainglorious xv (after OF. vane- 
glorieus, medL. vanagloriosus). 

vair fur from a squirrel with grey back and 
white belly xm; (her.) fur having spaces tinc¬ 
tured alternately xvi. - (O)F. L. varius 
particoloured. 

valance drapery attached lengthwise and 
hanging down. xv. perh. - AN. *valance, f. valer 
lower, aphetic of (O)F. avaler (see -ance); or 
from the pi. of the prp. used sb. 

vale1 valley, xm. ME. vaal, va(i)le - (O)F. val 
L. valles, vallis. 

vale2 farewell, xvi. - L. vale, imper. of valere be 
strong or well. 

valediction xvii. f. L. valedicere, i.e. valedicere 
say farewell; see prec. and diction. So vale¬ 
dictory xvi. 

Valenciennes kind of lace named from 
Valenciennes, a town of northern France 
celebrated for lace-manufacture, xvm. 

valency (chem.) capacity of an atom to combine 
with other atoms, xix - late L. valentia power, 
competence, f. valere be powerful; see -ency. 

valentine person chosen or drawn by lot on St. 
Valentine’s day (14 February) as one’s sweet¬ 
heart for the coming year xv; folded paper with 
the name of a person to be drawn as a valentine 
xvi; card, etc., sent to a person of the opposite 
sex on St. Valentine’s day xix. f. (0)F. Valentin - 
L Valentinus name of two Italian saints whose 
festival falls on 14 February, 

valerian herb of the genus Valeriana, xiv. - 
(O)F. valeriane - medL. valeriana. 

valet gentleman’s manservant, xvi. - (0)F. 
valet, also tvaslet, \varlet Rom. *vassellittus, 
dim. of *vassus (see vassal). 

valetudinary not in robust health, constantly 
concerned with one’s ailments xvi; sb. xvm. - 
L. valetudinarius, in ill health, f. valetudo, -din 
state of health, f. valere be strong or well; see 
tude, -ary. Hence valetudinarian adj. and sb. 
xvm. 

valiant tstalwart; courageous, bold. xrv. ME. 
vailaunt, valiaunt - AN valiaunt, OF. vail(l)ant 
(mod vaillant) Rom. *valiente, for valens, 
-ent-, prp. of L. valere be strong; see -ant. 

valid adequate in law xvi; well founded and 
applicable xvii. - F. valide or L. validus strong, 
powerful, effective, f. valere be strong, etc.; see 
-id1. So validity xvi. - F. or late L. 

valise xvii. - F. - It. valigia, of unkn. orig. 
valley xm. - AN. valey. OF. valeeimod. vallee) 
Rom. *vallata, f. L. vallis, -es, see -y®. 

vallum rampart of earth, etc. xvu. - L., coll. f. 
vallus stake, palisade. 

valonia acorns of certain species of oak. xvm. - 



valour 520 variorum 

It. vallonia - modGr. baldnia, beldnia, pi. of 
baldni, beidni (Gr. bdlanos) acorn, 

valour A. fvalue, worth xrv; B. (after valorous) 
courage in conflict, prowess xvi. - OF. valour 
(mod. valeur value)late L. valor, -or-, f. valere 
be strong; see -our*. So valorous valiant, 
courageous, zv. - OF. valerous (mod. valeureux) 
or inedL valordsus. 

valse waltz, xvm. - F. - G. walzer waltz. 

value adequate equivalent; material or mone¬ 
tary worth; fworth, worthiness; relative status 
or estimate xrv; amount represented by a sym¬ 
bol zvi. - OF , fern. pp. formation from valoir be 
worth L. valere be strong, be worth. Hence 
value vb. estimate the value of xv; consider of 
value xvi; whence valuable, valuation xvi. 

valve either of the leaves of a folding door xrv; 
one of the halves of a hinged shell xvn; (anat.) 
membranous fold; device resembling a flap, lid, 
etc. - L. valva leaf of a doer. So valvular xvm. 
f. valvula, dim. of L. valva. 

vambrace defensive armour for the arm xrv. 
ME. vaun(t)bras - AN. vauntbras, aphetic of OF. 
avantbras, f. avant before + bras arm. 

vamo(o)se to make off, decamp, xix (orig. 
U.S.). - Sp. vamos let us go L. vdddmus 1st 
pers. pi. pres. subj. of vddere go. 

vamp' part of hose covering the foot and ankle 
xm; part of a boot or shoe covering the front 
of the foot xvii. - AN. *vaumpe, aphetic of OF. 
avantpie (mod. avantpied), f. avant before 
+pie(d) foot. Hence vamp vb. provide with a 
vamp, patch xvi; produce as by patching xvii; 
extemporize (an accompaniment, etc.) xvm. 

vamp* (si.) woman who employs her sexual 
attraction unscrupulously, xx Shortening of 
next. 

vampire preternatural malignant being, sup¬ 
posed to suck blood; person who preys upon 
others; kind of bat supposed to suck blood, 
xvm. - F. vampire or G. vampir - identical form 
in SI. langs., in which there are vars. such as 
Russ. upfr', Pol. upidr. 

vamplate plate on a lance serving as a guard 
for the hand. xiv. - AN vauntplate, f. vaunt-, 
aphetic of (O)F. avant- before + plate plate. 

van' winnowing basket or shovel xv; shovel 
used in testing ore, etc. xvii; (poet.) wing; sail of 
a windmill xix. south, and western var of fan1, 
prob. reinforced by (O)F. van or L. vannus. 

van* short for vanguard xvii. 
van® covered vehicle for conveying goods, xix. 
Shortening of caravan. 

vanadium metallic element, xix. - modL. 
vanadium, f. ON. Vanadis name of the Scand. 
goddess Freyja; see -ium. 

Vandal member of a Grnc. tribe which invaded 
Western Europe in the fourth and fifth cen¬ 
turies a.d., and in 455 sacked Rome xvi; (v) 
destroyer of beautiful or venerable things xvii. - 
L. Vandalus - Gmc. *Wandal-, -il-, -ul- (repr. by 
OE. Wendlas pi., etc ). Hence vandalism, -ize 
xvm. 

Vandyke portrait by Vandyke; lace or linen 
collar in the style of those depicted in his por¬ 
traits xvm; deep-cut point on a garment, etc. xix. 
Name of Sir Anthony Vandyke (anglicized form 

of Van Dyck), Flemish painter 1599-1641. Hence 
as vb. provide with deep-cut points or zigzag 
ornament, xvm. 

vane plate of metal rotating on a spindle to show 
the direction of the wind xv; sail of a windmill 
xvi; sight of a surveying instrument; web of a 
feather xvm. south, and western var. of tfane 
(1) flag, banner, (2) weather-cock, OE. farm. = 
OS., OHG. fano (G fahne), Goth, farm cloth 
Gmc. *fanan-, rel. to L. pannus piece of cloth, 

vang (naut.) rope for steadying the gaffs of a 
sail. xvm. - Du. vang in vanglijn painter, 

vanguard foremost division of an army. xv. 
Earlier vandgard, var. of tvantgard, aphetic 
of tavantgard (xv) - (O)F. avant-garde, tavan- 
garde, f. avant before + garde guard. 

vanilla (pod of) climbing orchid of the genus 
Vanilla xvii; aromatic substance obtained 
therefrom xvm. - Sp. vainilla, dim. of vaina 
sheath L. vagina vagina. 

vanish xrv. Aphetic - e(s)vaniss-, lengthened 
stem (see -ish*) of OF. e(s)vanir Rom. *ex- 
vdnire, for L. evanescere, f. e- ex-1 + van us empty, 

vanity vain or worthless thing xm, quality of 
being vain xrv. - (O)F. vanite L. vdnitas, -t&t-, 
f. vdnus vain; see -ity. 

vanquish xrv. Early forms venous (Sc. vinous), 
venquisishe), the ven- forms being superseded 
by van- in xvi, by assoc, with late OF. vain-, and 
the ending assim. to -ish* in xv; f. pp. venous 
and pt. venquis of OF. veintre, vaintre (mod. 
vaincre)L. vincere conquer, 

vantage tadvantage, profit xm; position of 
superiority xv; fadditional amount xvi; (in lawn 
tennis) xix. - AN. vantage, aphetic of OF. 
a vantage advantage. 

vapid flat, insipid (of beverages) xvii; (of talk, 
etc.) xvm. - L. vapidus, rel. to vappa flat or sour 
wine, and perh. further to vapor vapour; see 
-id'. 

vapour steam, steamy exhalation xrv; (pi.) ex¬ 
halations arising in the human body xv; (arch.) 
morbid condition resulting from these xvn. - 
(O)F. vapeur, f-our or L. vapor, -or- steam, heat; 
see -our*. So vaporous xvi. f. late L. vaporus 
or - late L. vaporosus. 

varec(h) seaweed xvn; carbonate of soda 
obtained from it xix. - F. varecih), OF. warec, 
vrec - ON. *wrek wreck. 

variable liable to vary. xiv. - (O)F. - L. varia- 
bilis, f. variare vary; see -able. Hence varia¬ 
bility xvm. So variance variation, difference 
xrv; discrepancy; dissension xv (at v. xvi). - 
OF. - L. variantia. variant tinconstant, not 
uniform; diverse, differing (from) xrv; sb. xix. - 
(O)F. variation tdifference, divergence xiv; 
fact or instance of varying xvi. - (O)F. or L. 

varicose (of a vein) affected with a varix. 
xvm. - L. varicosus, f. varix, -ic- dilated vein 
(whence varix xrv); see -ose'. 

variegate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. variegdre, f. L. 
varius various; see -ate*. So variegation xvn. 

variola (med.) smallpox, xvm. - late L. variola 
pustule, pock, f. L. varius speckled, variegated, 
various. 

variorum edition of a work containing the 
observations of various commentators, xvm. g. 
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pi. m. of L. varius various in phr. editio cum 
notis variorum ‘edition with the notes of various 

(editors)’. 

various tvariable, changeable xvi; varied, 
variegated rvn; (with pi.) differing from one 
another, f. L. varius; see -ious. So variety xvi. - 
(O)F. or L. 

varlet attendant, e.g. on a knight xv; knave, 
rascal xvi. - OF. varlet, var. of vaslet, vadlet 
VALET. 

varmint (dial.) vermin xvi; troublesome or 
mischievous creature xvm. var. of var min 
vermin, with parasitic t. 

varnish solution of resinous matter used for 
providing a hard shiny coat xrv; fig. xvi. ME 
vemisch - (O)F. vemis medL. veronix, -nic 
fragrant resin, sandarac, or - medGr. berenthe, 
prob. appellative use of the town-name Berenice 
(in Cyrenaica). So varnish vb. xrv. - OF. ver 
niss(i)er, -ic(i)er. 

varsity xix (earlier fversity xvn). colloq. 
clipped form of university. 

varsovienne dance resembling Polish 
national dances, xix. - F., fem. of varsovien, f. 
Var so vie Warsaw. 

vary intr. and tr. xrv. - (0)F. verier or L. 
varidre, f. varius various. Hence varied diverse 
xvi; variegated xvm; see bd'. 

vascular pert, to tubular vessels, xvn. f. L. vds- 
culum, dim. of vds vessel; see next and ar. 

vase ornamental vessel of circular section, 
xvn. - F. - L. vds, vasum vessel, utensil. A comb 
form vaso- is used in physiol, and path, terms 
relating to vascular parts xix. 

vaseline a petroleum jelly used in ointments, 
etc. xix. P.; irreg. f. G. wasser water 4 Gr. elaion 
oil 4 -INE*. 

vassal tenant in fee xrv; transf. and fig. xv. - 
(O)F.medL. vassallus man-servant, retainer, 
of Celt, orig.; the simplex vassus corr. to OGaul. 
-vassus in personal names, e.g. Dagovassus, W. 
gwas, Ir foss servant. So vassalage xrv. - OF. 
vassalage (mod. vasselage). 

vast xvi. - L. vastus waste, uncultivated, im¬ 
mense, pp. formation on a base *was-, repr. also 
by L. vanus vain. It. fas empty, and WGmc. 
*wost- (OE. weste uninhabited, desolate; etc ), 

vat cask or tun for liquid, xm. south, and west 
em var. offat, OE .fxt = OS .fat (Du. vat), OHG. 
faz (G.fass), Obi. fatGmc. *fatam vessel, cask, 
rel. to MLG. vaten, OHG. fazzon (G.fassen) hold, 
contain, seize. 

Vatican palace of the Pope on the Vatican Hill 
in Rome. xvi. - F. Vatican or L. Vaticdnus (sc. 
collis hill, mons mountain); see -an. 

vaticinate predict, xvn. f. pp. stem of L. 
vdticinari, f. votes seer, prophet, poet, rel. to Ir. 
faith poet, W. gwawd song of praise, and Gmc. 
*wod- (whence OE. wod mad, wod song, etc.); see 
-ate*. So vaticination xvn. - L. 

vaudeville light popular song xvm; light stage 
performance with songs xix. - F. vaudeville 
ttypical song or play, theatrical piece with 
rhymes, alt. of vaudevire, f. Vau de Vire ‘valley 
of Vire’, name of a region of Calvados, Nor¬ 
mandy, the songs of which had a vogue in xv. 

vault' arched roof or ceiling xrv; burial 

chamber xvi. ME. voute, vaute - OF. voute, vaute 
(mod. voute) Rom. *vol(vi)ta, pp. fem. (for 
valuta) of L. volvere turn. So vault vb. xrv. - OF. 
vouter (mod. voliter). The sp. with / appeared xv 
(after later OF. usage). 

vault* fleap on to (a horse) xvi; leap with the 
support of the hand xvn. - OF. vo(u)lter turn (a 
horse), gambol, leap Rom. *voltdre, *volutare 
or *volvitdre, frequent, f. L. volvere roll; assim. 
to prec. 

vaunt boast, xrv. - AN. vaunter, (0)F. vanter 
late L. vdnitdre, later vantdre, f. vanus vain; 

partly aphetic of earlier tavaunt (- OF. avanter). 
vaunt-courier one of an advance guard; fore¬ 
runner. xvi Aphetic of avant-courier - F. 
avant-courrier, f. avant before, courrier courier. 

vavasour feudal tenant immediately below a 
baron, xm. - OF. vavas(s)our (mod. vavasseur) - 
medL. vavassor, of uncert. orig. 

veal xrv. - AN. ve(e)l - OF. nom. veiaus, obi. veel 
(mod. veau)L. vitellus, dim. of vitulus calf, 

vector t(astron.) for radius v. variable line 
drawn to a curve from a fixed point xvm; (math.) 
quantity having direction as well as magnitude 
xrx. - L. vector carrier, traveller, rider, f. vect-, 
pp. stem of vehere carry; see -tor. 

Veda any of the four ancient sacred books of 
the Hindus, xvm. - Skr. veda knowledge, sacred 
knowledge, sacred book, f. *wid- know (see 
wit*). Hence Vedic pert, to the Vedas; sb. the 
language of these, an early form of Sanskrit, 
xix. - F. vedique or G. vedisch. 

vedette mounted sentry in advance of outposts, 
xvn. - F. vedette scout, sentinel - It. vedetta, alt. 
(after vedere see) of south. It. veletta, f. Sp. vela 
sb. watch, f. velar vb. watch L. vigilare, see 
-ETTE. 

veer* frun out (a line) xv; allow to drift further 
off xvi; pay out (a cable) xvn. - (M)Du. vieren let 
out, slacken. 

veer* change course or direction (spec, clock¬ 
wise) of wind. xvi. - (O)F. virer Rom. *virdre, 
perh. alt. of L. gyrdre gyrate, by assoc, with 
a verb beginning with v, e.g. vertere turn or 
vibrdre shake. 

vegetable adj. fhaving the life characteristic of 
a plant xrv; pert, to plants xvi; sb. plant xvi; 
plant cultivated for food xvm. - (O)F. vegetable 
or late L. vegetabilis animating, vivifying, f. L. 
vegetdre animate, enliven, f. vegetus active, f. 
vegere enliven; see -able. So vegetal xv. - 

medL. *vegetdlis (whence F. vegetal, etc ); see 
-al‘. vegetarian xix. irreg. f. vegetable, vege¬ 
tate grow or develop after the manner of a 
vegetable xvn; live the life of a vegetable, i.e. a 
dull monotonous existence xvm. f. pp. stem of 
L. vegetdre\ see -ate*, vegetation growth as of 
plants xvi; concr. xvn. - L. vegetative pert, to 
growth, xrv. - (O)F. vegetatif -ive or medL. 
vegetdtivus 

vehement intense, severe; very forcible, xv. - 
(0)F. vehement or L. ve he me ns, -ent- impetuous, 
violent, perh. for *vemens ‘deprived of mind’, 
alt. by assoc, with vehere carry. So vehemence 
xvi. - F. - L. 

vehicle medium of application or transmission 
(first in medical use); means of conveyance or 
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transport, xvn. - F. vehicule or L. vehiculum, f. 
vehere carry; see way, -cle. So vehicular xvn. - 
late L. 

vebmgericht (hist.) secret tribunal active in 
Westphalia from xn to xvi. xix. - G. vehmgericht 
(now fe(h)mgericht), f. vehm (of unkn. orig.) 
-ygericht court, tribunal. 

veil article of attire covering head or face; piece 
of cloth used as a hanging xm; fig. xrv. - AN. 
veile and veil = OF. voile and voil (mod. voile m. 
veil, fern, sail)L. vela pi. sails and velum sg. 
sail, curtain, veil. 

vein A. tubular vessel in which blood is con¬ 
veyed through the animal body xm (of a leaf 
xvi); B. fsmall channel through which water 
flows xm; line of deposit of mineral or earthy 
matter xrv; C. strain of some quality; charac¬ 
teristic style; personal disposition; mood xvi. - 
(0)F. veine L. vena. Hence veiny (-Y1) xvi. 

velar A. (archit.) resembling a sail xvm; B. pert 
to the velum xtx. - L. velar is, f. velum curtain; 
see VELUM, -AR. 

veld, veldt (S. Afr.) unenclosed country, xrx. - 
Afrikaans veld, earlier veldtDu. veld field. 

velitation skirmish, xvn. - L. velitdtid, -on-, f. 
velitdre, f. velites, pi. of veles light-armed soldier; 
See -ATION. 

velleity low degree of volition, xvu. - medL 
velleitds, f. L. veile to wish; see -try 

vellum fine parchment prepared from calf¬ 
skin. xv (velim). - (O)F. velin, f. veel veal + -in 
-INE1. 

velocipede (hist.) light vehicle propelled by 
pushing it along with the toes; early form of 
pedal bicycle xix. - F. velocipede, f. L. velox (see 
next)+pes, ped- foot. 

velocity swiftness of motion xvi; rapidity of 
operation xvn. - (0)F. velocite or L. veldcitds, f. 
velox swift, rapid; see -ity. 

velour hatter’s plush pad xvm; fabric with 
velvety pile xix. - F. velours, alt. of OF. velous 
L. villosus hairy, f. villus growth of hair, 

velum (anat.) soft palate xvm; (zool., hot.) mem¬ 
branous structure xrx. - modL. use (in full v. 
palati, v. pendulum veil of the palate, pendulous 
veil) of L. velum (see veil). 

velvet fabric of silk having a dense smooth pile 
xrv; soft downy skin of a deer’s horn xv. - OF. 
veluotte, f. velu velvety - medL. villutus, f. L. 
villus growth of hair. Hence velveteen xvm. 

venal exposed for sale; capable of being bought 
over xvn; mercenary xvm. - L. vendlis, f. venum 
(also vend, venui), obi. cases of * venus that is for 
sale; rel. to Gr. onos purchase price, Skr. vasnd 
price; see -al1. 

venatic pert, to hunting, xvn. - L. vendticus, f. 
pp. stem of vendri hunt; see -atic. 

vend sell; give utterance to. xvn. - (O)F. vendre 
or L. vendere, f. venum (see venal) + dare give. 
So vender, vendor xvi. - AN. vendo(u)r (modF 
vendeur)-, see -er1, -or'. vendible saleable, xrv. - 
L. Hence vendee xvi. 

vendace small freshwater fish. xvm. - OF. ven 
dese, -oise (mod. vandoise) - Gaul. *vindesia, f. 
*vindos white (cf. Olr. find, W. gwynn white), 

vendetta blood-feud. xix. - It. L. vindicta 
vengeance. 

vendue (U.S. and W. Indies) public sale, 
auction, xvn. - Du. vendu, fvendue - (O)F. (now 
dial.) vendue sale, f. vendre vend. 

veneer cover with a thin coating of finer wood, 
xvn. Recorded first in the gerund faneering, 
later fineering, veneering - G. furni(e)rung, 
fourni(e)rung, vbl. sb. offurniren - (O)F.fournir 
furnish. So veneer sb. xvm. 

venerable xv. - (0)F. venerable or L. vener- 
abilis, f. verierdri, see -able. So venerate xvn. 
f. pp. stem of L. verier dri, f. venus, oener- love; 
see -ate*, veneration xv - (0)F. or L. 

venereal pert, to sexual desire or intercourse 
xv; (of disease) communicated by sexual inter¬ 
course xvn. f. L. veriereus, f. venus, verier- love. 

venery1 sport of hunting; fanimals hunted, 
xrv. - (O)F. verier ie, f. verier Rom. * vendre, for 
L. vendri hunt; see -ery. 

venery* indulgence of sexual desire, xv. - 
medL. verier ia, f. L. venus, verier- love; see -ery. 

venesection phlebotomy, xvn. - medL. verve 
sectid ‘cutting of a vein’; see vein, section. 

vengeance act of avenging oneself or another, 
xm. - (Q)F., f. venger (whence arch, venge 
xm)L. vindicdre vindicate; see -ance. Hence 
vengeful xvi. f. venge. 

venial (theol., of sin) not mortal xm; that may 
be excused xvi. - OF. venial (mod. veniel) - late 
L. venidlis, f. venia forgiveness, indulgence, f. 
base of venus love; see -lal. 

venire xvn. Short for venire facias (xv) writ 
requiring a sheriff to summon a jury; L. venire 
come, facias you are to cause, 2nd pers. sg. 
pres. subj. offacere do', make, 

venison flesh of an animal killed in the 
chase xm; (arch.) beast of the chase xrv. ME. 
veneso(u)n, venisoun - OF. veneso(u)n, -ison 
(mod. venaison) L. vendtid, -on- hunting, 
game, f. vendri hunt; see -ation. 

Venite invitatory psalm at matins, xm. - L. 
venite, imper. pi. of venire come; first word of 
Ps. 95, beginning ‘Venite, exultemus Domino’ O 
come, let us sing unto the Lord, 

venom poison, lit. and fig. xm. ME. venim - OF. 
venim, (also mod.) venin Rom. *venimen, alt. of 
L. venenum potion, drug, poison. So venomous 

tpernicious xm; poisonous xrv. - (O)F. 
venimeux. 

venose veined, xvii. - L. venosus, f. vena vein; 

see -ose1. So venous ( ous) pert, to a vein or 
veins xvii; contained in the veins xviii. 

vent' tprovide with an outlet for gas, etc. xrv; 
fdischarge (fluid) xvi; give free course to, utter; 
intr. t(of animals) scent, (of otters, etc.) rise to 
the surface to breathe, prob. aphetic of invent 
(xrv) - OF. aventer, var. of esventer (mod. 
eventer) create wind, expose to the air, divulge, 
scent Rom. *exventdre, f. L. ex-' + ventum 
wind' Hence (partly after F. tesvent, event) 
vent sb. A. fdischarge, utterance; issue, outlet 
xvr; means of outlet, opportunity of escape xvn; 
B. anus; aperture, outlet xvi; way out xvn. 

vent* opening or slit in a garment, xv. var. of 
(dial.)/<?n/ (xv) - (0;F./ercre slitRom. *findita 
(repl. L. fissa), sb. use of fern. pp. of L. findere 
cleave, split. 
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ventiduct passage serving to introduce cool or 
fresh air. xvn. f. L. ventus wind'+ductus duct. 

ventil valve controlling wind supply in an 
organ, xix. - G. - It. ventile - medL. vent lie sluice, 

ventilate tblow away xv (once); investigate 
freely, sift by discussion xvi; give free utterance 
to xvn; fwinnow; fincrease (flame), set (air) in 
motion; blow upon; supply with fresh air xvm. 
f. pp. stem of L. ventildre brandish, fan, winnow, 
agitate, in late L. discuss, air a subject, f. ventus 
wind'; see -ate*. So ventilation fmotion in the 
air xv; tfaiming, blowing xvi; free course of the 
air xvn; aeration; admission of fresh air; free 
discussion. - (O)F. or L. Hence ventilator xvm. 

ventricle (anat.) any of the cavities of the 
heart, brain, etc. xrv. - L. ventriculus, dim. of 
venter belly; see -cle. 

ventriloquy xvi. f. L. venter, ventr- belly 
+ loqui speak; see -y\ So ventriloquism xvm, 
ventriloquist xvn. 

venture chance xv (chiefly, after 1500, in phr. 
at a v. at random, by chance); chancy or specu 
lative enterprise xvi. Aphetic of aventure 
adventure, partly through apprehending a- as 
the indef. art. So vb. xv. Aphetic of aventure 
adventure vb. Hence venturer (er1), ventur¬ 
ous (-ous) xvi, venturesome ( some1) xvn. 

venue A. fassault, attack xiv; thrust, esp. in 
fencing xvi; fencing bout; B. farrival xiv (rare); 
(leg.) place where an action is laid or to which a 
jury is summoned xvi; place of meeting, locality 
xix. - (O)F., sb. use of pp. fern, of venir L. 
venire come. 

Venus A. ancient Roman goddess of beauty and 
love OE.; beautiful woman xvi; fvenery; B. 
(astron.) second planet in distance from the sun 
xm, t(alch.) copper xrv; (her.) green xvi; 
(member of) genus of bivalve molluscs xvm. - L. 
Venus goddess of the ancient Romans = venus, 
verier- love. 

veracious observant of the truth xvn; con¬ 
forming to the truth xvm. f. L. verdx, verdc , f. 
verus true; see very, -ious. So veracity xvn. - 
F. or medL. 

veranda(h) xvm. - Hindi varandd - Pg. 
varanda, fSp. baranda railing, balustrade, 
balcony, of unkn orig. 

veratrine poisonous alkaloid obtained from 
sabadilla, etc. xix. - F. veratrine, f. L. verdtrum 
hellebore; see -ene*. 

verb xrv. - (O)F. verbe or L. verbum word. So 
verbal dealing with words xv; consisting of 
words, oral xvi; pert, to a verb; concerned with 
words only xvn. - (O)F. verbal or late L. ver- 
balis, see -al*. verbatim word by word. xv. - 
medL. verbiage excessive accumulation of 
words xvm; wording xix. - F , f. tverbeier chat¬ 
ter. verbose xvn. - L. verbosus. verbosity 
xvi. - L. 

verbena (Rom. antiq., usu. pi. verbenae) certain 
leaves or twigs used in sacred rites; vervain, 
xvi. - L. 

verb(um) sap. xix Shortening of L. verbum 
sapienti (sat est) (used in Eng. from xvii) a word 
(is enough) for a wise person, 

verdant xvi. of obscure orig.; perh. - OF. 

verdeant, prp of verdoier (mod. oyer) L. 
*viridiare, f. viridis green, 

verd-antique variety of green serpentine mar¬ 
ble. xvm. - F. fverd antique (now uerl a.) antique 
green. 

verderer royal forester, xvi. - AN. verderer, ex¬ 
tended form of verder = (O)F. verdier Rom. 
*viriddrius, f. L. viridis green; see -er*. 

verdict decision of a jury. xm. ME. verdit - AN. 
verdit = OF. veir-, voirdit, f. veir, voir L. 
verum true + ditL. dictum saying, speech, sb. 
use of n. pp. of dicere say. The sp. with ct became 
current xvi. 

verdigris green rust of copper, xrv. ME. 
verdegres, vertegres - OF. vertegrez, earlier vert 
de Grece (mod. vert-de-gris) ‘green of Greece’. 
The reason for the name is unkn. 

verditer pigment made by adding chalk to a 
solution of nitrate of copper, xvi. - OF. verd 
(mod. vert) de terre ‘green of earth’, 

verdure fresh green colour; green herbage xrv; 
frich tapestry ornamented with vegetation xvi; 
tfreshness; ttaste, savour, odour. - (O)F.. f. 
tverd green; see ure. 

verge' tpenis xrv; rod or wand of office xv; 
within the v. within the area subject to the Lord 
High Steward (with ref. to his rod of office); ex¬ 
treme edge, margin, bank, border; space within 
a boundary, scope xvii. - (O)F. L. virga rod. 
Hence verge vb. fborder, edge xvn; border 
(up)on, esp. fig. xvm. 

verge* fdescend towards the horizon; move in a 
certain direction, incline, tend. xvn. - L. vergere 
bend, incline. 

verger official bearing a rod before a church or 
university dignitary, xv. - AN. *verger (cf. late 
L. virgarius), f. verge verge'; see -er*. 

verify prove to be true xrv; ascertain the 
correctness of xvi. - (Q)F. verifier - medL. 
verificare, f. verus true; see very, -fy. So ver¬ 
ification xrv. - (O)F. or medL. 

verily in truth xm; in versions of the Bible, ren¬ 
dering late L. (Vulg.) amen, Gr. amin amen xrv. 
ME. verr{a)ily, verreli, f. very + -ly*. 

verisimilar xvn. f. L. verisimilis, veri similis 
‘like the truth’, i.e. g. sg. of virus true, similis 
like. So verisimilitude xvn. - L. See very, 

similar. 

verity truth xrv; true statement or opinion xvi. 
ME. verite - (O)F. verite, repl. OF. verte L. 
veritds, -tat-, f. verus true; see very, -ity. So 
veritable ftrue; genuine, real xv; (after modF.) 
that is really so xix. - (0>F veritable-, out of use 
by c.1650, re-adopted c.1830. 

verjuice acid juice of unripe fruit, xrv. - OF. 
vertjus, (also mod.) ver jus, i.e. vert jus green 
juice’. 

vermeil (arch.) vermilion; adj. xv; sb. xvi; 
(from modF.) silver gilt, gilt bronze xix. - 
(O)F.L. vermiculus little worm, grub (used in 
Vulg. Ex. 35: 25 for coccuni scarlet), dim. of ver¬ 
mis WORM. 

vermi-, comb, form of L. vermis worm, as in 

vermicide (-cide') xix, vermifuge adj xvn, sb. 

xvm, vermivorous xvm. 

vermicelli pasta prepared in long slender hard 



vermicular 524 vesper 

threads, xvn. - It., pi. of verm ice l lo, dim. of 
vermeL. vermis worm. 

vermicular tperistaltic xvn; pert, to a worm 
or worms, vermiform xvm. - medL. ver¬ 
micular is, f. L. vermiculus, dim. of vermis worm; 
see -cule, ar. So vermiculatlon being infested 
with worms; tortuous boring, as of a worm, 
xvn. - L., f. vermiculari be worm-eaten, 

vermilion cinnabar or red mercuric sulphide 
xm; colour of this, bright red xrv. ME. ver- 
melyon - OF. vermeillon, f. vermeil vermeil. 

vermin animals of a noxious or offensive kind, 
xm. - OF. vermin, (also mod.) vermine Rom. 
*verminum, -Ina, f. L. vermis, -min- worm; see 
-ine1. So verminous xvn. - F. or L. 

vermouth white wine flavoured with worm¬ 
wood, etc. xix. - F. vermout - G. wermut (see 
wormwood), with assim. to the early G. sp. 
wermuth. 

vernacular pert, to the native language, xvn. 
f. L. verndculus domestic, native, indigenous, f. 
verna home-bom slave; see -ar. Also sb. xvm. 

vernal pert, to the spring, xvi. - L. vernalis, f. 
vernus of the spring, f. ver spring; see -al' . So 
vernation (bot.) arrangement of leaves or 
fronds in the bud. xvm. - modL., f. L. verndre 
bloom. 

vernicle cloth with which, according to legend, 
a woman wiped the face of Jesus Christ on the 
way to Calvary and on which his features were 
impressed; representation of this. xrv. - OF., alt. 
of vernique, (also mod.) veronique - medL. 
veronica, which has been supposed to be a 
perversion of *vera icon ‘true image’ and was 
subsequently taken as the name of the woman 
herself. Also veronica2 xvn. 

vernier movable scale for taking minute 
measurements, xvm. - F., f. name of Paul 
Vernier (1580-1637), F. mathematician, who de¬ 
scribed it in ‘Quadrant nouveau de mathe- 
matiques’(1631). 

veronal sedative drug. xx. - G., f. Verona, name 
of an It. town; see -al'. 

veronica' plant of the genus Veronica, xvi. 
Obscure use of the name Veronica. 

veronica2 see vernicle. 

verrucose full of warty excrescences, xvii. - L. 
verrucosus, f. verruca (whence verruca xvi), 

ult. rel. to wart; see -ose'. 

versatile changeable, inconstant; marked by 
many-sidedness of talent, xvn. - F. versatile or 
L. versdtilis, f. versat-, pp. stem of versare, 
frequent, of vertere turn; see -ile. 

verse metrical line; versicle OE.; section of a 
psalm or canticle xii (now: one of the small sec¬ 
tions into which a chapter of the Bible is divided 
xvi); metrical composition xm; stanza xiv. OE. 
fers, corr. to MLG., OHG. (Du., G ), ON. vers - L. 
versus turn of the plough, furrow, row, line of 
writing, verse, f. vers-, pp. stem of vertere turn; 
reinforced or repl. in ME. by adoption of (O)F. 
vers. 

versed’ (math.) in v. sine (xvi). tr. modL. sinus 
versus, i.e. L. sinus sine, versus turned, pp. of 
vertere turn; see -ed1. 

versed2 experienced or skilled in. xvn. - F. 
verse or its source L. versatus, pp. of versdri stay. 

be situated, be occupied or engaged, pass, of 
versdre, frequent, of vertere turn; see -ed\ 

versicle (liturg.) short sentence or phrase re¬ 
cited antiphonally with a response xrv; little 
verse xv. - (0)F. versicule or L. ver sic ulus, dim. 
of versus verse; see -cle. 

versicoloured of changing colour, xvm. f. L. 
versicolor, f. versus, pp. of vertere turn + color 
colour; see -ed*. 

versify write in verse, xrv. - (O)F. versifier - 
L. versificdre, see verse, -ify. So versification 
xvn. - L. versifier xrv. - AN. versifiur, OF. 
-fiour, -fieur. 

version rendering from one language into 
another xvi; particular form of a statement, 
document, etc. xvm. - (O)F. - medL. versid, -bn-, 
f. vers-, pp. stem of vertere turn; see -sign. 

verso back of the leaf of a book, being the side 
presented to the eye when the leaf has been tur¬ 
ned over. xrx. - L. verso ‘being turned’, abl. sing, 
of pp. of vertere turn. 

verst Russ, measure of length (f of an Eng. 
mile), xvi. - Russ, versid, partly through G. werst 
and F. verste. 

versus (leg.) against, xv. - medL. (xm) use of L. 
versus towards, in the sense of ad vers us against, 

vert green vegetation in a wood xv; (her.) green 
xvi. - (O)F. vertL. viridis, virid- green, rel. to 
virere be green; see -id*. 

vertebra, pi. -ae joint of the spinal column, 
xvn. - L. vertebra, f. vertere turn; prop, pivot of 
bone. So vertebrate ( ate2) xix. - L. 

vertex (geom.) point opposite the base xvi; 
zenith xvn; top, summit. - L. vertex, vertic- 
whirl, vortex, crown of the head, highest point, 
f. vertere turn. So vertical pert, to the zenith 
xvi; perpendicular, at right angles to the axis, 
etc. xvm. - F. or late L.; see al'. 

vertigo xvi. - L. vertigo, -gin-. So vertiginous 
xvii. - L. vertiginosus. 

vertu see virtu. 

vervain herbaceous plant of the genus 
Verbena, xrv. - (O)F. verveine - L. verbena 
verbena. 

verve fspecial vein or bent in writing xvn; 
spirit, dash, go xix. - (O)F. verve fform of 
expression, tempty chatter, twhim, vigour - L. 
verba, pi. of ver bum word. 

very adj. true xm; exact, precise, actual xrv; 
sheer, mere xvi; adv. ttruly, really xrv; highly, 
extremely xv. ME. verray - OF. ver{r)ai (mod. 
vrai) Rom. *verdius, obscurely f. L. virus 
true EE. *weros, whence also OS., OHG. war 
(Du. waar, G. wahr), OIr. fir, W. gwir. The ter¬ 
mination was assim. to -v‘. 

Very (light) xx. f. name of the inventor, E. W. 
Very. 

vesica bladder; fcopper vessel used in distilling 
xvii; v. piscis ‘fish bladder’, painted oval figure 
used as an aureole xix. - L. vesica, vessica, 
vensica bladder, blister. So vesical pert, to the 
unnary bladder, xvm. - late L. vesicate blister. 
xvii. f. pp. stem of late L. vesicdre, see -ate2. 

vesication xvi. vesicle small sac or cyst xvi; 
small elevation of the cuticle containing fluid 
xvm. - F. vesicule or L. vesicula. 

vesper A. evening star, Hesperus xrv; evening 
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xvn; B. pi. tpublic disputations held on the eve 
of the commencement of a bachelor of arts xvi; 
pi. sixth of the canonical hours, evensong xvn. 
A. - L. vesper evening star, evening = Gr. hes- 
peros; B. - OF. vespres (mod. vepres) - ecclL. 
vesper as, acc. pi. of L. vespera evening, eventide 
= Gr. hespera. 

vessel t(coll. sg.) domestic utensils; article 
designed to serve as a receptacle; in and after 
biblical use, human body or person; boat or 
ship. xiii. - (i) AN. vessel = OF. vaissel (mod. 
vaisseau vessel, vase, ship)late L. vascellum 
small vase, dim. of vds vessel; (ii) AN. vessele 
= (O)F. vaisselle pots and pans, plate Rom. 
*vascella, pi. of L. vascellum used as coll. sg. fern. 

vest1 (hist.) loose outer garment; fvestment; 
sleeveless garment worn by men beneath the 
coat xvn; undergarment for the upper part of 
the body worn next to the skin xix. - F. veste - 
It. veste garmentL. vestis clothing, attire, gar 
ment, f. IE. *wes- (see wear1). So vestiary pert, 
to dress, xvn. - L. vestidrius. vestment 
garment, article of clothing xm; spec, in eccl. 
use xrv. ME. vesti-, vestement - OF. vesti-, ves¬ 
te ment (mod. vetement) - L. vestimentum. vestry 
room in a church in which clerics robe, and 
vestments, etc., are kept xrv; assembly of 
parishioners xvi. - AN. *vest(e)rie, alt. of (O)F. 
vestiaire, fvestiarie, by assoc, with -erie 
-ery. vesture (article of) apparel xrv; (leg.) 
what grows upon the land, except trees xv. - 
OF. vesture (mod. veture) - medL. vestura, for 
late L. vestitura. 

vest1 A. settle (a person) in the possession of 
something or (a thing) in the possession of some 
one, invest xv; B. clothe xvi. In both uses first 
in pp. vested (-ed‘) - OF. vestu, pp. of vestir (mod. 
vetir) clothe, tinvestL. vestire clothe, in medL. 
put in possession, as by investing a person with 
the insignia of an office, f. vestis attire (see prec). 

Vesta (Rom. myth.) goddess of the household 
xiv; one of the minor planets xix; kind of wax 
or wood match. - L., corr. to Gr. Hestid, per 
sonification of hestid hearth, house, household, 
So Vestal, v. virgin one of the priestesses hav¬ 
ing charge of the sacred fire in the temple of 
Vesta in ancient Rome xv; pert, to, chaste as, a 
priestess of Vesta xvi; sb. vestal virgin, chaste 
woman. - L. vestalis; see -al’. 

vestibule entrance hall or court xvn; (anat., 
zool.) xviii. - F. vestibule or L. vestibulum. 

vestige trace of something lost or gone xvn; 
slight trace xvm. - F. - L. vestigium sole of the 
foot, footprint, trace. 

vet colloq. shortening of veterinary surgeon or 
of its equiv. veterinarian sb. xix. Hence as vb. 
subject to (professional) examination, xix. 

vetch (fruit of a) plant of the genus Vicia. xrv 
ME. fecche, ficche and vecche - AN.. ONF. veche 
= OF. vece (mod. vesce) L. vicia. Hence 
vetchling plant of the genus Lathyrus. xvi; see 
-LING1. 

veteran experienced soldier xvi; adj. xvii. - F. 
veteran or L. veteranus, f. vet us, veter- old; see 
-AN. 

veterinary pert, to the treatment of cattle and 
domestic animals, xvm. - L. veterindrius, f. 

veterinus pert, to cattle (veterinx fern, pi., 
veterina n. pi. cattle), perh. f. vet us, veter- old 
(see prec.), as if the orig. ref. was to animals past 
work; see -ine\ -ary. So veterinarian xvn. 

veto prohibition designed to prevent a proposed 
act xvii; act of a competent person or body of 
preventing legislation xvm. - L. veU51 forbid (1st 
pers. sg. pres. ind. of vetere). Hence vb. xvm. 

vex trouble, afflict, annoy, xv - (O)F. vexer - L. 
vexare shake, agitate, disturb. So vexation 
xv. - (O)F. - L.; whence vexatious xvi. 

vexillum banner, (hot.) large external petal of 
a papilionaceous flower, xvm. - L. vexillum ban¬ 
ner, f. base of vehere carry. 

via1 (astron.) Via Lactea the Milky Way xvn; 
via media intermediate course xix. - L. via way, 
road; see way. 

via* by way of. xviii. - L. via, abl. of via via1. 

viable capable of living or existing, xix. - F., f. 
vie life (:- L. vita); see -able. So viability xix. 

viaduct xix. f. L. via via1, after aqueduct. 
vial xrv. ME. viole, alt. offiole phial. 

viand article or kind of food, orig. and esp. pi. 
xrv. - (O)F. viande (food, (now) meat Rom. 
*vi(v)anda fern, sb., alt. of L. vivenda gerundive 
of vivere live. 

viaticum Holy Communion as administered to 
the dying; necessaries for a journey, xvi. - L. 
viaticum travelling money, provisions for a 
journey, sb. use of n. of viaticus, f. via via1; see 
-ATIC. 

vibrant fagitated, energetic xvi; vibrating 
xvn - prp. of L. vibrdre, move rapidly to and fro, 
shake, be agitated; see -ant. So vibrate swing to 
and fro. xvii. f. pp. stem of L. vibrdre; see -ate8. 

vibration xvn. - L. vibratory ( ory*) xviii. 

vibrio (zool.) bacterioid organism having a 
vibratory motion, xix. f L. vibrdre vibrate. 

viburnum shrub of the genus Viburnum, e g. 
guelder rose. xvm. - L , ‘wayfaring-tree’, 

vicar representative of God on earth xm; the 
Pope as Vicar of Christ xrv; person acting in a 
parish for the parson or rector, (later) in¬ 
cumbent of a parish of which the tithe is im¬ 
propriated or appropriated; bishop’s deputy. - 
AN. vikere, vicare, (O)F. vicaire (now) assistant 
curate, deputy - L. vicdrius substitute, deputy, 
f. vicis (g.). etc., change, alteration, time, turn; 
see vice4, -ar. So vicariate (-ate1) xvii - medL. 
vicarious taking the place of another, xvn. f. L. 
vicdrius. Hence vicarage xv. 

vice1 corruption of morals, wicked practice xm; 
fault, defect xrv. - (O)F. - L. vitium physical or 
other defect, fault, vice. 

vice* fwinding staircase xrv, f screw xv; tool 
with two jaws opening and closing by means of 
a screw xvi. - (O)F. visL. vitis vine, vine stem, 
prop, tendril, plant with tendrils, rel. to viere 
twine. 

vice* orig. sb. use of the prefix vice- in the sense 
‘deputy’; in more recent use, the second el. is 
usu. implied or expressed in the context. 

vice4 in place of. xvm. - L.. abl. of *vix, extant 
only in obi. forms vicis, vicem, vice, vices, vicibus. 

vice- repr. L. vice in place of (see prec ), which, 
prop, construed with a genitive, was prefixed 
immed. to a nominative in late L., e.g. vice- 
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quxstor, and so used widely in medL. The oldest 
Eng. exx., of which vice-chancellor (xv) is the 
earliest, show the prefix in the OF. forms vi(s)-, 
which were later repl. by the L. form, except in 
viscount. 

vicennial (Sc. law) extending to 20 years, xvm. 
f. late L. vicennium, f. vicies 20 times, 

viceroy xvi. - F. viceroy, fvisroy (mod. viceroi), 
f. vice- vicE- + roz kmg. So viceroyalty xvm. - 
F. viceroyaute. 

vicesimal xvii. - L. vicesimus twentieth, f. 
viceni twenty each + -al1. 

vice versa xvii. - L. 'the position being 
reversed'; vice, abl. of *vix (see vice4), and abl. 
sg. fern, of versus, pp. of vertere turn, 

vicinage neighbourhood, xiv. - OF. visenage 
(mod. voisinage) - Rom. *vicinaticum, f. L. vici- 
nus neighbouring, neighbour, prop, of the same 
quarter or village, f. vicus cluster of dwellings, 
street, quarter of a town, village, corr. to Goth. 
weiks and rel. to Gr. (/roikos, Skr. vesd- house; 
see -age. So vicinity xvi. - L. vicinitds. 

vicious A. pert to vice xrv; addicted to vice xrv; 
(of horses, etc.) inclined to be savage xvm; B. 
(leg.) made void xiv; impaired by fault or defect 
xvi. - OF. vicious (mod. vicieux) - L. vitiosus, f 
vitium vice1; see -ious. 

vicissitude mutation, mutability xvi; change 
in human affairs xvii. - (O)F. vicissitude or L. 
vicissitudo, f. vicissim by turns, f. vie- turn; see 
VICE4, -TUDE. 

victim living creature offered in sacrifice xv; 
one who suffers death or severe treatment 
xvii. - L. victima, perh. rel. to Goth, weihan, etc. 
consecrate. Hence victimize xix. 

victor xrv. - AN. victo(u)r or L. victor, f. vict-, 
pp. stem of vincere conquer; see -or'. 

Victoria xix. Name of the Queen of Great 
Britain (1837-1901) given to various objects; a 
gigantic water-lily, a luscious red plum, a light 
four-wheeled carriage. Hence Victorian xix. 
victorine lady’s fur tippet, xix. 

victory state or fact of having conquered xiv; 
Rom. goddess of victory xvi. - AN. victorie = 
(O)F. victoire - L. victoria, f. victor victor; see 
-y*. So victorious xrv - AN. victorious = (O)F. 
victorieux - L, 

victual (coll. sg. and pi.) provisions for food, 
articles of food. xiv. ME. vitaile(s) - OF. vitaille, 
later (and mod.) victuaille late L. victudlia n. 
pi. of victualis, f. L. victus livelihood, f. base of 
vivere live; see -al'. The sp. has been assim. to 
L. So vb. xiv. - OF. vitaillier, vi(c)tuaillier. 
victualler xrv. - OF. vitaill(i)er, -our, see -er3. 

vicuna S. Amer. animal allied to the llama xvii; 
vicuna cloth xix. - Sp. vicuna (Pg. vicunha) - 
Quechua. 

vide see, refer to. xvi. - L. vide, imper. sg. of 
videre see (see wit3). 

videlicet that is to say, namely, xv. - L. 
videlicet, f. vide-, stem of videre see + licet it is 
permissible; see wit3, licence. 

vidimus (leg.) copy of a document bearing an 
attestation that it is authentic, xv. - L. vidimus 
we have seen, 1st pers. pi. perf. of videre see (see 
wit3). 

vie make a challenge xv; enter into rivalry with 

xvii. prob. aphetic of late ME. avie, envie - OF. 
envier outbidL. invitdre invite, in Rom. chal¬ 
lenge, make a bid. 

vielle hurdy-gurdy, xvm. - F. vielle, OF. viele\ 
see viol. 

view A. tformal inspection xv; exercise of the 
faculty of sight; sight, look, vision xvi; B. mental 
vision xv; conception, opinion xvi; survey xvii; 
aim, intention. - AN. vewe, vieue, OF. veue(mod. 
vue), ppl. sb. from veoir (mod. voir) to see, f. L. 
videre\ see wit3. Hence (or aphetic of faview - F. 
avuer, iaveuer, f. a ad- 4- vue) vb. xvi. 

vigesimal pert, to 20. xvii. f. L. vigesimus, var 
of vicesimus vicesimal. 

vigil eve of a church festival xm; watch xvii. - 
(O)F. vigile - L. vigilia watch, watchfulness, f. 
vigil awake, alert, rel. to vigere be vigorous or 
lively. So vigilant xv. - L. vigilans, -ant-, prp. 
of vigilare keep awake. 

vigneron wine-grower, xv. - (O)F., f. vigne 
VINE. 

vignette ornamental design on a blank space in 
a book xvm; photograph of head (and shoulders) 
xix. - (O)F., dim. of vigne vine; see -ette. 

vigour, U.S. vigor active strength or force xrv; 
legal force xv; energetic action xvii. - OF. vigour 
(mod. vigueur) - L. vigor, -or- liveliness, activity, 
f. vigere be lively, flourish; see -our3. So vig¬ 
orous xrv (not in gen. use before xvn). - OF. 
vigorous (mod. vigoureux) - medL. vigorosus. 

viking six (first in Icel. form vikingr or vars. of 
this, vikinger, -ir). - ON. (Icel.) vikingr, com¬ 
monly held to be f. vik creek, inlet + -ingr -ing*, 
as if ‘frequenter of inlets of the sea’; but the 
existence of the word in OE. as early as vm (in 
wicingsceada) and in OFris. (wi(t)sing) suggests 
that it may have originated in that linguistic 
area (f. OE. wic, OFris. wik, in the sense ‘camp’), 

vile of low or base quality or character, xin. - 
(O)F. vil m„ fern, vile L. vilis of low value or 
price, common, base. So vilify fdebase in value 
xv (freq. in xvii); depreciate in language xvi. - 
late L. vilificare. vilipend treat contemptuously 
xv; represent as contemptible xvi. - (O)F. vili- 
pender or L. vilipendere, f. vilis+pendere 
consider. 

villa country residence, orig. one with farm 
buildings, etc. xvii; residence in the suburbs of 
a town or in a residential district xvm. Partly - 
L. villa country house, farm; partly - It. villa 
L. villa. So village - (O)F. coll, deriv. of L. 
villa. 

villain base fellow, (later) depraved scoundrel, 
(hist.; often sp. villein by mod. historians) feu¬ 
dal serf, peasant cultivator in subjection to a 
lord xrv. ME. vilein, vilain - OF. vilein, vilain 
(mod. vilain) Rom. *villanus, f. L. villa, see 
prec., an. So villainy xm. - (O)F. vilenie. Hence 
villainous xrv. 

villanelle frustic song or tune xvi; pastoral or 
lyric poem in stanza form with two rhymes 
throughout xix. - F. - It. villanella, fern, of vil- 
lanello rural, rustic, f. villa no peasant = (O)F. 
vilain villain. 

villeggiatura residence in the country, xvm. - 
It., f. villeggiare to stay in the country, f. villa 
VILLA. 
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villein (hist.) SGC VILLAIN. So Viil6in&^6 XIV. ~ 

AN., OF. vilenage, medL. villenagium. 
villous covered with numerous thick-set stout 
hairhke projections xiv - L. villosus (whence 
also villose xvm), f. villus growth of hair; see 
-ous, -OSE1. 

vim (orig. U S.) force, energy, ‘go’, xix. usu. sup¬ 
posed to be - L. vim, acc. of vis strength, energy; 
but poss. a symbolic formation, 

vimineous made of or producing flexible 
twigs, xvn. f. L. vimineus, f. vimen, -min- osier; 
see -eous. 

vinaceous wine-coloured, xvii. f. L. vindceus, 
f. vinum wine; see -aceous. 

vinaigrette A. small two-wheeled carriage for 
merly used in France (said to be so called from 
resembling vinegar-sellers’ carts) xvn; B. 
smelling-bottle xrx. - F., f. vinaigre vinegar; see 
-ETTE. 

vincible that may be overcome (spec, in theol. 
v. ignorance), xvi. - L. vincibilis, f. vincere over¬ 
come; see ible. 

vinculum bond, tie xvn; (math.) straight line 
drawn over two or more terms xvm. - L., f. 
vincire bind; cf. -ule. 

vindicate tset free xvi; favenge xvn; clear 
from censure, justify; defend the claims of. f. pp. 
stem of L. vindicare (also vendicare) claim, set 
free, punish, avenge, f. vindex, -die- claimant, 
protector, deliverer, avenger; see -ate*. So vin¬ 

dication favenging xv; defence against 
censure, etc. xvn. - OF. or L. vindictive 

revengeful, xvii. f. L. vindicta vengeance, 
vine xiii. - OF. vine, (also mod.) vigneL. vinea 
vineyard, vine, sb. use of fern, of vineus pert, to 
wine, f. vinum wine. 

vinegar liquid formed by the acetous fer¬ 
mentation of wine. xiii. ME. vinegre, later 
vineger (xv-xvn). vinegar (from xvi) - OF. vyn 
egre (mod. vinaigre), repr. Rom. *vinum acrum 
(for L. acre) ‘sour wine’; see wine, eager. 

vineyard xrv. f. vine + yard1; superseding ME. 
winyard, OE. wingeard. 

vingt(-et)-un game of cards in which the object 
is to make the number 21. xvm. - F., ‘twenty 
(and) one’. 

vinous pert, to wine. xvn. - L. vinosus, f. vinum 
wine; see -ous. So vinosity xvii. - late L. 

vintage crop of a vineyard xv (since xvm spec, 
with ref. to the age or year of a wine); grape 
harvest xvi. alt., by assoc, with tvinter, vintner, 

of late ME. vyndage, vendage - (O)F. vendange 
L. vindemia, f. vinum wine + dimer e take away, 
f. de-+ emere buy. 

vintner wine merchant, xv. - AL. vintenarius, 
var. of vini-, vin(e)tarius - AN. viniter, vineter, 
OF. vinetier - medL. vinatarius, -etarius, f. L. 
vinetum vineyard, f. vinum wine; see -er*. 

viol xv (vyell). - OF. viel(l)e (mod vielle viol, 
hurdy-gurdy), alt. of viole - Pr. viola, viula, prob. 
rel. to fiddle; the present form (- F. viole) dates 
from xvi. So viol da gamba xvm (earlier 
gambo xvi-xvii). - It. viola da gamba ‘leg-viol’, 
i.e. the instrument when played being placed 
between the legs. 

viola1 tviolet xv; single-coloured pansy xix. - L. 

viola violet. So violaceous xvn. f. L. violdceus 
violet-coloured. 

viola1 alto or tenor violin, xvm. - Sp.. It, prob. - 
Pr. viola-, see viol. 

violate infringe, transgress; ravish, rape; des¬ 
ecrate, profane xv; disturb violently xvii. f. pp. 
stem of L. violdre, f. vis, vi- force, corr. to Gr. 
ffc; see -ate*. So violation xv. - (O)F. or L. 
violence exercise of force, xiii. - (O)F. - L. 
violenlia, f. violins, -ent-, beside violentus, 
whence (O)F. violent, the source of Eng. violent 
(xrv). 

violet A. plant of the genus Viola, B. dress of 
purplish-blue, the colour itself xrv. - (O)F. 
violette, fete in both senses and (O)F. violet in 
the second sense, dims, of viole - L. viola viola1. 

violin xvi. - It. violino, f. viola viola1. Hence 
violinist xvii. 

violoncello xvm. - It., dim. of violone double- 
bass viol; abbrev. cello. 

viper xvi. - (O)F. vipere or L. vipera serpent 
*vivipera, f. vivus alive + par ere bring forth. So 
viperine xvi. - L. viperinus. Hence viperous 
xvi. 

virago tname given by Adam to Eve, after the 
use in Vulg. Gen. 2: 23 (‘Haec vocabitur virago, 
quoniam de viro sumpta est’) OE.; man like or 
heroic woman, female warrior (as in L.) xrv, 
bold or violent woman. - L. virago, obscurely f. 
vir man. 

virelay short-lined poem on two rhymes, xrv. - 
(O)F. virelai, alt. of tvireli (perh. orig. a refrain) 
after lai lay1. 

virement application of resources intended for 
one end to the purposes of another, xx. - F., f. 
virer turn (cf. veer1) + -ment. 

vireo small Amer. bird. xrx. - L. 
virescent greenish, xix. f. L. virescens, -ent-, 
prp. of virescere become green, f. vir ere be green; 
see -ent, -escent. 

virgate early land-measure, xvn. - medL. vir- 
gata, f. L. virga rod, verge'; see -ate'. 

virgin unmarried or chaste woman or girl xm; 
adj. xvi. - AN., OF. virgine, -ene (mod. vierge) - 
L. virgo, -gin-. So virginal xv. - (O)F. or L. (see 
-al'); as sb. (sg. and pi.) applied to a musical 
instrument (xvi), perh. so called because it was 
intended for young ladies, virginity xm. - 
(O)F. virginite - L. virginitds. 

Virgo constellation lying between Leo and Li¬ 
bra; sixth sign of the zodiac, xrv. - L., ‘virgin’, 

virgule sloping or vertical line used in medi¬ 
eval MSS. as a mark of punctuation, xix. - F. 
virgule comma - L. virgula, dim. of virga rod. 

virid green, xvi. - L. viridis, f. virere be green; 
see -id'. So viridity xv. 

virile pert, to or characteristic of a man xv. - 
(O)F. viril or L. virilis, f. vir man = OE., OS., 
OHG. wer, OIr./er, W. gwr IE. *wiros, beside 
*wiros, whence Skr. vird-\ see -ile. So virility 
xvi. - (O)F. 

virtu, vertu taste for works of art. xvm. - It. 
virtu (see next) used in this sense, 

virtue fpower, influence; efficacy, conformity 
to moral principles, excellence xm; (arch.) high 
merit or accomplishment xrv; fvalour. - (O)F. 
vertu = It. virtu L virtus, -tut- valour, worth. 
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merit, moral perfection, f. vir man (see virile). 
So virtual feffective xrv; that is so in essence 
or effect xvii (whence virtually xv). - medL. 
virtualis, see -al*. virtuoso xvii. - It. - late L. 
virtuosus (whence, through (O)F. vertueux, vir¬ 

tuous fvaliant xni; righteous xrv). 
virus venom xvi; (path.) poison of a disease 
xviii. - L. virus, rel. to OIr. fi poison, Gr. ids 
venom, rust, Skr. vi$a-. So virulent xrv. - L. 
virulentus poisonous. 

visa certificate of examination on a passport, 
xix. - F. - mod. use of L. visa ‘things seen’, n. 
pi. of pp. of videre see (see wit1). 

visage xiii. - (O)F., f. OF. vis L. visus sight, 
appearance, in Rom. face, f. pp. base of videre 
see; see wit1, -age. 

vis-a-vis either of two persons facing each 
other; carnage for two sitting face-to-face. 
xviii. - (O)F., ‘face to face’; OF. vis face (see 
prec.), a to (:- L. ad). 

viscacha S. Amer. rodent, xvii. - Sp. - Quechua 
(h)uiscacha. 

viscera xvn. - L„ pi. of viscus viscus. 
viscid glutinous, sticky, xvii. - late L. viscidus, 

f. L. viscum mistletoe, birdlime; see -id*. So vis¬ 

cous xrv. - AN. viscous or late L. viscosus. 
viscosity xv. - (O)F. or medL. 

viscount (hist .) deputy of a count or earl, (high) 
sheriff xrv; member of the fourth order of the 
British peerage xv. AN. viscounte (OF. vi(s)- 
conte, viconte, mod. vicomie) - medL. vicecomes, 
-eomit- (see vice-, count1). 

viscus soft internal organ of the body. xvra. 
- L. 

visible xrv. - (0)F. visible or L. visibilis, f. vis-, 
pp. stem of videre see; see wit1, -ible. So visi¬ 

bility xvi. - F. or late L. 
vision something that appears to be seen other¬ 
wise than by ordinary sight xiii; seeing some¬ 
thing not present to the eye xrv; bodily sight 
xv. - (Q)F. - L. visio, -on- sight, thing seen, f. 
vis-, pp. stem of videre see; see wit1, -ion. Hence 
visionary adj. xvii; sb. xviii. 

visit (of God) come to, in order to comfort or 
benefit; go to persons in sickness, etc. to comfort 
them; fmake trial of xiii; deal severely with, as 
sail, afflict xiv; punish, requite; go to see in a 
friendly way (attend as a physician xvi); go to 
in order to inspect, for worship, etc. - (O)F. vi¬ 
siter - L. visitare go to see, frequent, of visare 
view, see to, visit, f. vis-, pp. stem of videre see 
(see prec.). The earlier uses are based on those 
of L. visitare in Vulg. So visit sb. xvn. - F. visite, 
or immed. f. the vb. visitant xvi. - F. or L. visi¬ 

tation xrv. - (O)F. - late L. visitatorial xvn. f. 
visitat-, ppl. stem of L. visitare. visitor xrv. - 
AN. visitour, (O)F. visiteur. 

visor, vizor part of a helmet covering the face; 
mask. xiv. ME. viser - AN. viser = (O)F. visiere, 
f. OF. vis face; see visage, -or1. 

vista view, prospect; opening in a wood, etc. 
affording a view; fig. xvii. - It. 

visual proceeding from the eye xv, pert, to sight 
or vision xvn; pert, to the object of sight xviii. - 
late L. visualis, f. visus sight, f. vis--, see vision, 
al'. Hence visualize xix, 

vital pert, to life xrv; sustaining or essential to 

life xv; endowed with life xvi; life-giving; es¬ 
sential or indispensable to the existence of 
something xvn. - (O)F. - L. vitdlis, f. vita life 
*vivita, f. vivus living; see -al'. So sb. pi. vitals 
xvn. - L. vitdlia n. pi. used sb. vitality vital 
force, principle of life xvi; active force, vigour 
xix. - L. Hence vitalize xvn. 

vitamin xx (vitamine). - G. vita mine, f. L. vita 
life (cf. prec.) + amine amine. So named because 
it was first believed that an amino-acid was 
present, the sp. being later modified in order to 
avoid the suggestion, 

vitellus (biol.) yolk of egg. xvm. - L. 
vitiate render faulty or corrupt xvi; render of 
no effect xvn. f. pp. stem of L. vitidre (after 
tvitiate pp. xv), f. vitium vice1; see -ate1’*. So 
vitiation xvii. - L. 

vitreous of or resembling glass, xvn. f. L. 
vitreus of glass, glassy, clear, transparent, f. 
vitrum glass; see -eous. So vitrify xvi. - F. 
vitrifier or medL. *vitrificdre. 

vitriol sulphate of iron, copper, etc. xrv; oil of v. 
concentrated sulphuric acid xvi; caustic speech, 
feeling, etc. xviii. - (Q)F. vitriol or medL. vitri- 
olum, f. L. vitrum glass; so named on account of 
the glassy appearance of vitriol salts. So vitri¬ 
olic xvn. 

vitta - L. ‘band’, ‘fillet’, ‘chaplet’; used in vari¬ 
ous deriv. techn. senses from xvii. 

vituperate blame in strong language, xvi. f. 
pp. stem of L. vituperdre, f. vitu-, for viti-, stem 
of vitium vice’; see -ate*. So vituperation xv. - 
OF. or L. 

viva' cry of ‘long live.. .!’, cheer, hurrah, xvn. - 
It., 3rd sg. pres. subj. of vivere L. vivere live. 
So vivat xvn. - F or L. (3rd sg. pres. subj. of 
vivere). 

viva* xix. (colloq.) short for viva voce (xix) oral 
examination, ‘with living voice’, abl. of fern, of 
L. vivus living + vox voice. 

vivacious full of liveliness or animation, xvn. 
f. L. vivdx, -dc- conscious or tenacious of life, 
lively, vigorous, f. vivus alive; see vivid, -acious. 
So vivacity xv. - (O)F. - L. 

vivarium enclosed place for keeping live ani¬ 
mals, esp. fish. xvi. - L. ‘warren, fishpond’, sb. 
use of vivarius, f. vivus alive; see -ary. 

vivid xvn. - L. vividus, f. vivere be living, vivus 
alive, lively, corr. to Skr jtvati.jiva-, rel. to Gr. 
bios life, and quick; see -id1 . 

viviparous bringing forth young in a live 
state, xvn. f. L. viviparus, f. vivus alive + -parus 
bring forth; see -ous. 

vivisection xvin. f. vivi-, comb, form of L. vivus 
alive + section, after dissection. 

vixen xv. ME. fixene fox ‘vixen of the fox’, not 
recorded in OE., which hadfyxe and adj.fyxen, 
but there is a parallel sb. in late OHG./u/ism (G. 
fuchsin)-, see fox, -en1. 
viz. = videlicet, xvi. repr. medL. oij, in which j 
is the normal symbol for the termination -et. 

vizard mask. xvi. alt. of visar (xv-xvi), vizar 
(xvi-xvii), vars. of visor; see -ard. 

vizier in Muslim countries, high official, vice¬ 
roy, etc. xvi. Early forms vezir, vizir - F. visir, 
vizir or Sp. visir - Turk, vezir - Arab, wazir. 
Hence vizierate dignity of a vizier, xvn. 
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vizor see visor. 
vocable word. xvi. - F. vocable or L. vocd- 
bulum, f. vocdre call; see -ble. So vocabulary 

list of words with their meanings attached xvi; 
range of words in a written language, etc. xvm. - 
medL. vocdbularius, -arium, see -ary. 

vocal pert, to or uttered or formed by the voice, 
xrv (rare before xvi). - L. vocalis uttering voice, 
f. vox, voc- voice; see -al1. Hence vocalism ex¬ 
ercise of the voice; (philol.) system of vowels, 
xix. vocalist fspeaker xvn (rare); vocal 
musician xix. 

vocation xv. - (O)F. vocation or L. vocatio, -on-, 
f. vocdre call. So vocative (gram.) xv. - (O)F. 
vocatif or L. vocativus. 

vociferate xvn. f. pp. stem of L. vociferarl, f. 
vox, voc- voice +fer-, stem of ferre bear1; see 
-ate*. So vociferation xrv. - (O)F. or L. voci¬ 
ferous xvii; see -iferous, 

vodka xix. - Russ, vodka, dim. of voda water. 
voe (Orkney and Shetland dial.) bay, inlet, xvn. 
Norw. vaag, ON., Icel. vdgr = OE. wxg wave, 

vogue tthe v. foremost place in estimation, 
greatest currency xvi; popular esteem xvn; 
course of success; prevailing fashion. - F. - It. 
voga rowing, fashion, f. vogare row, be going 
well, presumably of Gmc. orig. and f. the base 
repr. by (M)HG. wogen wave, float, be borne by 
the waves. 

voice sound(s) produced by the organs of ut¬ 
terance xm; expressed will or choice, vote xrv; 
vocal capacity, as for singing xvn. - AN. voiz, 
voice, OF. vois, voiz (also mod. voix) L. vox, 
voc-. Hence voice vb. speak of, state xv; give 
utterance to xvn; endow with voice xvm. 

void not occupied, empty xm; ineffective, use¬ 
less xrv; having no legal force xv; sb. empty 
space xvn. - OF. voide, dial. var. of vuide (mod. 
vide) fern., superseding vuit m. Rom. *vocitus 
pp. formation on *voc-, repr. also in L. vocivus, 
with parallel 'vac- of vacdre (see vacant). 

volatile evaporating rapidly; lively, xvn. - 
(O)F. volatil or L. volatilis, f. pp. stem of volare 
fly; see -ile. 

volcano xvn. - It. - L. Volcanus, Vulcanus Rom. 
god of fire. So volcanic xvm. - F. volcanique. 

vole1 winning of all the tricks in certain card 
games, xvn. - F., f voler L. volare fly 

vole1 mouselike animal (short-tailed field 
mouse, water-rat, etc.), xix. orig vole-mouse - 
Norw. 'vollmus (cf. Icel. vollarmus), f. voll field 
(ON. VQllr) + mus mouse. 

volitant flitting, xix. - prp. of L volitdre, fre¬ 
quent. of volare fly; see -ant. 

volition willing, resolving, xvn. - F. volition 
or medL. volitio, on-, f. void I wish, will1; see 
-rnoN. 

volley simultaneous discharge of firearms or 
flight of missiles; utterance of many words, etc.; 
phr. at the v. of a ball in its flight, etc., (fig.) 
without consideration, at random xvi; return 
stroke at a ball before it has touched the ground 
xix. - (O)F. volee Rom. 'volata flight, sb. use 
of pp. fern, of L. volare fly; see -Y*. Hence vb. xvi. 

volplane aeronautical glide, xx. - F. vol plane, 
i.e. vol flight (f. voler fly), plane, pp. of planer 
hover. 

volt unit of electromotive force, xix. Named 
after Alessandro Volta (1745-1827), It. physician 
and chemist, whence also voltaic xix 

volt(e) tvolta, lavolta, a kind of dance xvi; sud¬ 
den movement to avoid a thrust in fencing 
xvn. - F. volte - It. volta, sb. use of fern. pp. of 
volgere to turn L. volvere. 

volte-face xix. - F. - It. voltafaccia ‘turn-face', 
f. voltare turn Rom. 'volvitare, frequent, of 
volvere roll + faccia face. 

voluble tvariable; frotatory; rapid and fluent 
(of speech), xvi. - F. voluble or L. volubilis, f. 
volu--, see next, -ble. So volubility xvi. - F. 
or L. 

volume (hist.) roll of parchment, etc. forming 
a book; tome xrv; size, bulk (fof a book) xvi, (of 
other things) xvii; (poet.) coil, convolution xvn. 
ME. volym, volum(e) - OF. volum, (also mod.) 
volume - L. volumen roll of writing, book, coil, 
f. volu-, var. of base *wolw- of volvere roll = Gr. 
eiluein, f. IE. *wel- *wol- turn. So voluminous 

xvn. - late L. voluminosus. 
voluntary adj. xrv; sb. piece of music selected 
by an organist to be played e.g. while a con¬ 
gregation departs xvm. - (partly after (O)F. vo- 
lontaire, fvoluntaire) L. voluntaries, f. volunt&s 
will, for 'voluntitds, f. prp. form of the same type 
as eunt- going (f. void I will1) + -tas -ty1; see -ary. 

So volunteer one who voluntarily offers his 
services, orig. mil. xvn. - F. volontaire - L. vo- 
luntarius, the suffix was assim. to -ier1 and 
(later) -eer. Hence volunteering xvn; whence 
by back-formation volunteer vb xvm. 

voluptuous pert, to sensual pleasure, xrv. - 
(O)F. voluptueux or L. voluptudsus, f. voluptds 
pleasure, f. volup agreeably, f. *wol- *wel- 
will1; see -uous. So voluptuary xvii. - L. 
voluptuarius. 

volute spiral conformation, xvn. - F. volute or 
L. voluta, pp. of volvere roll 

volva (bot.) membrane covering fungi xvm. - 
L., f. volvere roll, wrap. 

vomer (anat., etc.) applied to various bones, 
xvm. - L., ‘ploughshare’. 

vomit sb. xiv. - OF. vomite or L. vomit us, f. 
vomere vomit, rel. to Skr. vdmiti, Gr. emein. So 
vomit vb. spew. xrv. f. vomit-, pp stem of L. 
vomere or - L. frequent, vomitare. 

voodoo use of or belief in sorcery, etc. current 
among W. Indies and U S. Negroes and creoles, 
xix. - Dahomey vodu 

voracious greedy for food. xvii. f. L. vorax, ac , 
f. vorare devour; see -ious. So voracity xvi. - 

(O)F. or L 
-vorous terminal el. forming adjs., f. L. -vorus 
devouring, eating (see devour, -ous), as in car 
nivorous, herbivorous, omnivorous 

vortex supposed rotation of the cosmic matter 
xvn; violent eddy xvm; (fig). - L. vortex eddy, 
whirlpool, whirlwind, var. of vertex vertex. 

vorticism principles of a school of painting 
originating in 1913 among some members of‘the 
London Group’, xx. f. L. vortex, -ic- vortex, 

taken in the sense of the artist’s conception of 
relations in the universe; see -ism. 

votary one bound by vow to a religious life or 
devoted to a pursuit, etc. xvi. f. vot-, pp. stem of 
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L. vovere vow + -ary. Hence votaress ( ess1) xvi, 
votarlst xvii. 

vote sb. xvi (in earliest use Sc.). - L. votum vow, 
wish, sb. use of n. pp. of vovere vow, desire. So 
vb. give a vote (for); tvow, fdevote. xvi (in ear¬ 
liest use Sc.), f. vot-, pp. stem of L. vovere. So 
votive xvi. - L. votivus. 

vouch cite as witness xrv; guarantee the truth 
of xvi; be surety or witness for xvii. - OF. vo(u)- 
cher summon, invoke, claim, obscurely repr. L. 
vocare call. So voucher summoning of a person 
into court to prove a title xvi; piece of evidence, 
esp. written xvii. - AN. sb. use of OF. inf. 
voucher, see -er®. vouchsafe confer, bestow, 
esp. in condescension; show a gracious willing¬ 
ness xrv. orig. as two words, f. vouch war¬ 
rant + safe, ad), in predic. use. 

voussoir (archit.) one of the stones forming 
part of an arch or a vault, xvin. - F. popL. 
volsorium, f. *vols-, pp. stem of volvere roll, 

vow' solemn promise, esp. of a religious nature, 
xm. - AN. vou, vu(u), OF. vo(u) (mod. vaeu)L. 
votum vote. So vow vb. make a vow. xm. - 
(O)F. vouer. 

vow* affirm, asseverate, xrv. Aphetic of avow. 
vowel xrv. - OF. vouel, war. of voiel (superseded 
by later OF. voielle, mod. voyelle)L. voccilem 
(sonum) or vocale (signum) ‘vocal sound or 
sign’ (the L. sb. vocalis is fern.), 

vox in v. angelica, v. Humana (‘angelic, human 
voice’), organ stops imitative of vocal sounds, 
xvin. - L. vox, voc- voice, f. base widely repr. 
in IE. 

voyage journey (spec, by water), xni. ME. ve(i)- 
age, v(a)iage - AN. voiage, OF. ve(i)age, voyage 
(mod. voyage) L. viaticum money or pro¬ 
visions for a journey, in late L. journey. So voy¬ 
age vb., voyager xv. - (O)F. 

vraic seaweed found in the Channel Islands. 

xvii. - F. dial, vraic, var. of vrec, vrac - MLG., 
Du. wrak wrack*; cf. varec. 

vulcanite tpyroxene; preparation of india- 
rubber and sulphur hardened by heat. xix. f. 
Vulcan (L. Vulcdnus), name of the ancient Rom. 
god of fire + -ite. So vulcanize (-eze) treat (india- 
rubber) with sulphur to render it more durable 
xix. 

vulgar adj. that is in common or ordinary use 
xrv (rare before xvi); ordinary, common, com¬ 
monplace xvi; lacking in refinement xvii; sb. 
tthe vernacular xv; f(chiefly pi.) common or vul¬ 
gar person xvi. - L. vulgaris, f. vulgus, volgus 
the common people; see -ar. So vulgarity fcom- 
mon people xvi; fcommon use, quality, etc. xvii; 
vulgar character xvm. - late L. vulgarize tbe 
vulgar xvii; make vulgar xvm. Vulgate in com¬ 
mon use as a version of the Bible (spec, the Latin 
of St. Jerome completed in about 405 a.d.) xvii; 
sb. the Vulgate Bible xvm; received text of the 
Bible; (u ) ordinary reading in a text xix. - late 
L. vulgdtus, pp. of L. vulgare make public or 
common, f. vulgus-, see -ate*. Hence vulgarism 
tordinary expression xvn (rare); vulgar ex¬ 
pression, quality, etc. xvm. vulgarize tbe vul¬ 
gar xvn, make vulgar xvm. 

vulnerable that may be wounded xvii; open to 
attack xvn (of a place xvm). - late L. vulnerabilis 
wounding, f. vulnerare wound, f. vulnus, vulner- 
wound So vulnerary used for healing wounds 
xvi; also sb. xvn. - L. vulnerarius. 

vulpine fox-like. xvn. - L. vulpinus, f. vulpis, 
volpes fox; see -ine1. 

vulture xrv. - AN. vultur, OF. voltour (mod. 
vautour)L. vulturius, f. vultur, voltur. So vul- 
turine xvn. - L. 

vulva (anat.) external genitals of the female, 
xvi. - L. vulva, volva womb, matrix. 
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wabble see wobble. 

wacke (geol.) sandstone-like rock. xix. - G. 
wacke (OHG. wacko pebble). 

wad fwadding; (dial.) bundle of hay. etc. xvi; 
tightly-rolled bundle xvm. In form and early 
meaning corr. to AL. wadda wadding; obscurely 
rel. to Du. watten, F. ouate. It. ovatta padding, 
cotton wool. Hence wad vb. put a wad in (a gun, 
etc.) xvi; lay up in bundles xvn. wadding ( ing1) 
material for wads. xvn. 

waddle vb. xvn. perh. frequent, of wade; see 
-le‘. Hence sb. xvii. 

wade tgo OE.; walk through water or any liquid 
xm. OE. str. vb. wadan = MDu., MLG. waden 
(Du. waden), OHG. watan (G. waten), ON. 
vada Gmc. *wadan go, go through; f. IE. 
*wAdh-, repr. by L. vddere go. 

wadi ravine or gully turned into a watercourse 
in the rainy season, xix. - Arab. wadi. 

wafer very light thin crisp cake xiv; thin disc 
of unleavened bread used at the Eucharist xvi; 
disc used for sealing, etc. xvii. - AN. wafre, var. 
of ONF. wau/re, (O)F. gaufre (see goffer). 

waffle (U.S.) batter-cake, xix - Du. wafel, early 
waefel = MLG. wafel. 

waft fconvoy; convey safely by water xvi; fpass 
or propel through the air xvii; carry through 
the air or through space xvm. Back-formation 
from twafter armed vessel used as a convoy (xv 
wa(u)ghter) - LG., Du. wachter guard, f. wachten 
guard. 

wag' tr. fstir, move xm; sway from side to side 
xiv; intr. fbrandish, wave xiii; move to and fro 
xrv. ME. waggen, iterative formation on OE. 
wagian totter, sway), ME. u>aje, waw(e) = 
MLG., MDu. wagen, OHG. wagon, ON. vaga. So 
waggle xv, see -le* and cf. (M)LG., Du. wag 
gelen stagger, totter, which may be the immed. 
source. 

wag4 mischievous boy, youth, chap; habitual 
joker, xvi. prob. shortening of fwaghalter (vars. 
twagstring, fwagwith) one who is likely to 
swing in the hangman’s noose, gallows-bird xvi; 
see prec., halter. Hence waggery, waggish 
xvi. 

wage fa pledge or security, ta challenge or en 
gagement to fight; payment for service ren¬ 
dered; fig., reward, recompense xiv; fpayment 
for use or possession of property xv. - AF., 
ONF. wage = OF. guage, (also mod.) gage - 
Gmc. *wadjam, see gage1. So wage vb. A. tde- 
posit or give as a pledge or security, esp. for the 
fulfilment of (something promised) xiv; fagree 
to forfeit in some contingency xv; f(exc. hist.) 
pledge oneself to judicial combat xvi; B. fengage 
or employ for wages, hire; tpay wages to xiv; C. 
carry on (war, a contest) xv. - AF., ONF. wagier, 
wa(i)gier = OF. guagier (mod. gager). 

waggon, wagon strong four wheeled vehicle 
for transport; tcarriage, car, chariot xvi; 
covered vehicle for conveyance by road 

xvii; truck, van running on a mining roadway 
or (later) railway line. Early forms wagan, 
wag(h)en - Du. wagen, \ wag hen wain. So 
wag(g)oner xvi. - Du. wagenaar, twaghenaer. 
Hence wag(g)onette four-wheeled (open) car¬ 
riage. xix. 

wagtail small bird of the genus Motacilla. xvi. f. 
wag'+tail', with ref. to the continual charac¬ 
teristic wagging of its tail. 

waif piece of property found ownerless xiv; pier- 
son without home or friends, unowned child 
xvm. - AN. waif, weif, var. of ONF. gaif, 
fern, gaive, prob. of Scand. orig. (cf. ON. veif 
something wavering or flapping, rel. to vexfa 
wave). 

wail vb. xiv. - ON. *weila, f. vei int. = OE. wa 
woe; the recorded ON. vb. is vxla, f. vs int. Hence 
sb. xrv. 

wain large open vehicle for heavy loads; 
(astron.) used of the Great Bear. OE. waeg(e)n, 
wxn waggon = OLF. wagan, (M)LG., Du 
wagen, OHG. wagan (G. wagen), ON. vagn 
cart, barrow Gmc. *wasnaz or *we$naz IE. 
*woghnos or *weghnos (whence OIr .fen waggon), 
f. *wogh- *wegh- carry (cf. way), whence Gr 
okhos (:- *woghos) chariot, OS1. vozii, Skr. 
vdhana- chariot, ship. 

wainscot superior oak boarding imported from 
the Continent xiv; panelling of wood xvi. - MLG. 
wagenschot, presumably f. wagen waggon 
+ schot (?) boarding planking. 

waist middle section of the body xiv; middle 
part of a ship xv; narrowest or slenderest part 
xvii. ME. wa(a)st, later waste, waist; perh. 
repr. OE. *waest, for *weahst, corr. to ON. 
*wahstur (Icel. voxtr), Goth, wahstus growth, 
size, f. Gmc. *waxs- grow, wax4. Comp, waist¬ 
coat XVI. 

wait A. twatch as an enemy or spy xii; tawait xiv; 
remain, stay; defer action xvii; B. serve at table 
xvi. - ONF. waitier, var. of OF. guaitier (mod 
guetter watch for) - Gmc. *waxtan (OHG. wahten, 
MHG. wahten, f. *wak- wake*). So wait,sb 
twatch; fwatchman; as in phr. lie in wait, etc. xv; 
pi. town musicians xm (street singers at 
Christmastide xvm). Partly - ONF. *wait, wet; 
partly f. the Eng. vb. 

waiter fwatcher, watchman xiv; fattendant, 
servitor xv; man who waits on guests xvii; (for 
waiting salver, in which waiting is gerund) small 
tray xvm. f. wait+ er1. Hence waitress ( ess1) 
thandmaid xvi (rare); woman or girl who waits 
at table xix. 

waive foutlaw xm; relinquish, abandon xrv, 
(esp. a right) xv; refrain from enforcing (a rule), 
or from persisting in or entering upon (an action) 
xvii. - AN. weyver, var. of OF. gaiver, guesver 
make a ‘waif’ of, abandon, f. gaif waif. So waiver 
(leg.) dispensing with a requirement, xvii. - AN 
(law F.) weyver, sb. use of inf.; see -er*. 

wake' watching, watch, vigil OE. (sptec. beside a 
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dead body; hence, observances incidental to this 
xv); vigil of a church festival, esp. as an occasion 
of merrymaking xm. OE. *wacu (only in niht- 
wacu night-watch), corr. to MLG., MDu. wake 
(Du. waak), OHG. wahha (G. wache) watch, 
wakefulness, ON. vaka watch, vigil, eve; rel. to 
wake*. In the last sense prob. - ON. vaka. 

wake* track left on the water’s surface by a mov¬ 
ing vessel, xvi. prob. - MLG. - ON. *vaku (VQk), 
vaka hole or opening in ice, perh. orig. one made 
for itself by a vessel. 

wake* A. remain awake OE.; become awake; B. 
rouse from sleep xm. (i) OE. str. vb. *wacan (repr. 
by onwacan, awacan awake), only in pt. woe, 
corr. to ON. 'vaka (repr. by pp. vakinn awake); 
(ii) OE. wk. vb. wacian = OS. wakon, OHG. 
wahhen, -on (G. wachen), ON. vaka, Goth. 
wakanGmc. 'wakxjan, *wakojan, f. *wak- (see 
also watch) IE. 'wog- *weg- be lively or 
active. Sense B, which is expressed in OE. by 
weccan (:- *wakjan), depends partly on ON. vaka 
(intr. and tr.). Hence wakeful xvi. 

waken become awake; rouse from sleep, xn. - 
ON. vakna wake up = OE. wxenan, also wxc- 
nian (recorded only in the sense ‘rise, spring, be 
derived’), Goth, gawaknan (prp. only), f. Gmc. 
*wak-\ see prec., -en*. 

wake-robin lords-and-ladies, cuckoo-pint. xvi. 
ofunkn. orig. 

Walden si an pert, to the Waldenses adherents 
of a religious sect which originated through the 
preaching of Peter Waldo of Lyons, France, 
c.1170. xvn. See-LAN. 

wale weal on the flesh OE.; horizontal timber 
round the top of the sides of a boat xiv; raised line 
in a fabric xvi; ridge of a horse’s collar xvin. Late 
OE. walu ridge of land, etc., weal = LG. wale 
weal, ON. vala knuckle. 

wale-knot see wall-knot. 
Waler horse imported from Australia, esp. New 
South Wales, xix. f. Wales + -er1. 

walk' intr. troll, toss; fmove about, journey, go 
OE.; travel on foot, (tr.) traverse on foot xm; lead 
at a walk xv. OE. str. vb. wealcan, corr. to 
(M)LG., (M)Du. walken full, work (felt), cudgel, 
OHG. 'walchen, in pps. ge-, forwalchen felted, 
matted (MHG. walken knead, full, cudgel), ON. 
valka drag about, torment, refl. wallow; f. Gmc. 
'walk-, of unkn. orig. Hence walk sb. xrv. Cf. 
next. 

walk* full (cloth), xv. - (M)LG., (M)Du. walken 
(see prec.); perh. partly from the agent-noun 
walker (-er1) OE. wealcere, (M)LG., (M)Du. 
walker, OHG. walkdri (G. walker)-, ult. identical 
with WALK*. 

wall rampart; defensive structure enclosing a 
town, etc.; lateral or vertical division of a build¬ 
ing. OE. (Angl.) wall, (WS.) weall, corr. to OS., 
(M)LG., (M)Du. wal - L. vallum rampart, orig. 
palisading, f. vallus stake. Comp, wallflower 
plant of the genus Cheiranthus, which grows 
wild on old walls, etc. xvi. Hence wall vb. xm 
(OE. had geweallod walled). 

wallaby xix. - Austral, aboriginal word. 
wallah in words of native Indian languages 
adopted by European residents, e.g. howdah- 
w. elephant accustomed to carrying a how- 

dah, punkah-w., hence, by extension, in 
competition-w. xvm. - Hindi -w&ld, terminal 
el. expressing relation forming adjs. and sbs., 
apprehended by Europeans as a sb. meaning 
‘man’, ‘fellow’. 

wallet bag for provisions for a journey, pilgrim’s 
scrip, pedlar’s pack xrv; (orig. U S.) pocket-book 
to hold papers xix. prob. - AN. 'walet, perh. f 
'wall- roll (see well1’*); see -et. 

wall-eyed having eyes of an excessively light 
colour or showing divergence of some kind, xrv 
{wawile^ed, waugleeghed). - ON. vagleygr, f. 
*vagl (Icel. vagi film over the eye, Sw. vagel sty 
in the eye) + -eygr -eyed, f. auga eye; see -ed*. 
Hence by back-formation wall eye xvi. 

wall-knot, wale-knot knot made on the end 
of a rope by unlaying and intertwining the 
strands, xvm. rel. obscurely to Norw., Sw. valk- 
nut, Da. valknude double knot, secure knot, G. 
waldknoten (assim. to wald wood, forest), in 
hunting parlance, double knot. 

Walloon one of a people of Gaulish origin speak¬ 
ing a dialect of French and inhabiting south¬ 
eastern Belgium xvi; their language xvn. - F. 
wallon - medL. Wallo, on-, f. Gmc. *walxaz 
foreign. Cf. Welsh, -oon. 

wallop tgallop xiv; tbubbling motion xvi; vio¬ 
lent noisy movement; beat of the heart, re¬ 
sounding blow xvm. So vb. tgallop xrv; boil, 
bubble xvi, make violent noisy movements xvm; 
beat soundly xix. - ONF. walop, var. of (O)F. 
galop, and its source waloper, galoper gallop. 

wallow roll about or from side to side OE.; be 
plunged in degraded living xm. OE. (Angl.) wal- 
wian, (WS.) wealwianWGmc. 'walwojan, rel. 
to wielwan tr. roll = Goth. -walwjan\ f. Gmc. 
'walw- *welw-IE. *wolw- 'welw-, whence Gr. 
elustheis rolled, wrapped, L. volvere roll, 

walnut Late OE. walh-hnutu (once), corr. to 
MLG. wallnut, MDu. walnote (Du. walnoot), ON. 
walhnot; Gmc. formation on *walxaz foreign 
and *xnut- nut. 

walrus xvn. prob. - Du. walrus, -ros, f. the els. 
of such forms as OE. hors(c)hwxl, ON. hrossh- 
valr (‘horse-whale’), but the mutual relations 
are obscure. 

waltz sb. and vb. xvm. - G. walzer the dance, f. 
walzen roll, revolve, dance the waltz, f. Gmc. 
'wait-, extension of *wal- roll, 

wampum beads threaded on strings used by 
N. Amer. Indians as currency, etc. xvii. Short¬ 
ening of somewhat earlier wampumpeag (which 
was falsely analysed as wampum + peag), of 
Algonquian orig. 

wan fdusky, dark, livid, leaden-hued OE.; pallid, 
unusually pale xm. OE. wan(n), of unkn. orig. 

wand (dial.) straight, slender stick xn; slender 
stem, sapling xm; rod or staff of office xv; magic 
rod. - ON. *wandur (vqndr) = Goth, wandus, 
prob. f. Gmc. *wand- 'wind- turn, wend, the basic 
notion being that of flexibility, 

wander move aimlessly about OE.; deviate 
without purpose from xv. OE. wandrian = 
MLG., MDu. wanderen WGmc. *wandrojan, f. 
*wand- 'wend- wend; see -er4. 

wane grow less, decrease, spec, of the periodical 
decrease of the visible illuminated portion of the 
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moon. OE. wanian lessen (intr. and tr.) = OS. 
wanon, OHG. wandn, wanin, ON. vana, Goth. 
*wanan Gmc. *wandjan, *wanxjan, f. *wana 
lacking. So wane sb. fwant, lack OE.; amount 
by which a plank falls short of the squared 
shape xvil OE. wana. Hence waney (of 
timber) xvn; see -y‘. 

wangle accomplish or obtain by irregular or 
insidious means, xix. First recorded as printers’ 
si., ‘arrange or fake to one’s own satisfaction’; 
of unkn. orig. Hence sb. xx. 

w&nion (arch.) phr. with (in) a w. with a ven 
geance. xvi (revived xix). alt. of f waniand (xrv) 
in phr. tin the w., prob. with ellipsis of mone 
moon, repr. OE. on wanigendum monan at the 
time of the waning moon, i.e. in an unlucky 
hour; see wane. 

want condition or fact of being deficient xra; 
lack of the necessaries of life xrv; requirement 
xvi Earlier (xn) used as predicative adj. ‘lack¬ 
ing’, ‘wanting’ - ON. *want, vant, n. of vanr lack¬ 
ing, missing. So want vb. is lacking; be without 
xn. - ON. *wanta, vanta impers. vb. 

wanton tundisciplined xni; lascivious, lewd 
xrv; fsportive, capricious; finsolent xvi; (poet.) 
luxurious; reckless of justice or pity. ME. wan- 
towen, wantoun, f. wan-, prefix equiv. to un-1, 

mis-1, OE. wan- = OS., OHG. wan(a)- (Du. wan-, 
G. wahn), ON. van-, orig. identical with adj. 
twane (see wane) + towen, to^en, OE. togen, pp. of 
teon discipline, train. 

wapentake subdivision of some shires (in 
which the Danish element of the population was 
large), corr. to a hundred. Late OE. wxpenige)- 
txc - ON. vdpnatak, f. vdpna, g. pi. of vdpn 
weapon + tak act of taking, f. taka take. The 
evolution of the Eng. sense from that of the ON. 
word, ‘vote or consent expressed by waving or 
brandishing weapons’, can only be copjectured. 

wapiti N. Amer. elk. xix. of Algonquian orig. 
war sb. xii (werre, wyrre). - AN., ONF. werre, 
var. of (O)F. guerre, of Gmc. orig., f. base repr. 
by OHG. werra confusion, discord, strife, OS., 
OHG. werran bring into confusion (G. wirren 
confuse, perplex). Hence war vb., partly after 
AN. werreier (in F. guerroyer) xn. Comp, war¬ 
fare (fare1) xv. 

warble ttune, melody xiv, later (infl. by the vb.) 
act of warbling. Late ME. werble - ONF., var. of 
OF. *guerble - Frankish *hwirbildn whirl, trill; 
cf. OHG. wirbil whirlwind, and see whirl. So 
warble vb. xiv. - ONF. werbler, OF. guerbl(oi)er. 

ward1 A. watching, guarding, custody OE.; 
charge of a prisoner xm; B. administrative 
division of a city, etc. xrv (in AL. warda xni); C. 
separate room or division of a prison, hospital, 
etc. xvi; D. pi. notches or projections in a key or 
lock to prevent opening xv. OE. weard = MLG. 
warde, OHG. warta watch (G. warte watch 
tower) WGmc. *wardd (whence ONF. warde, 
with the repr. of which the native word co¬ 
alesced = (O)F garde guard), f. *ward-, ex 
tension of* war- be on guard, watch (see ware2). 

ward2 guard, defend OE.; parry, fend off xvi. 
OE. weardian = OS. wardon, OHG. warten (G. 
warten nurse, look after), ON. varOa Gmc. 
* war06j an, *wardxjan, f. *war6o ward'; re¬ 

inforced in ME. by ONF. warder, var. of (O)F. 
garder guard vb. 

•ward suffix denoting direction, orig. (and so 
only in OE.) appended to local advs. (e.g. 
hdmweard homeward); a second stage is repr. 
by to heavenward, etc., followed by forms lack¬ 
ing the prep. (e.g. earthward, Godward). OE. 
-weard = OS. -ward, OHG. -wart, f. Gmc *-war6, 
var. of *werf -IE. *wert turn (cf. L. vertere). 

warden tguardian; in various designations of 
office involving control or governorship, xm. - 
AN., ONF. wardein, var. of OF. g(u)arden 
GUARDIAN. 

warder1 soldier set to guard an entrance xrv; 
gaoler xix. - AN. wardere, wardour, f. OF. 
warder, see ward2, -ers. 

warder2 (arch.) staff, truncheon xv. Reduced 
form of f warderer (xrv), perh. orig. joe. use of 
f warder ere look out behind - AN. *ware derere, 
i.e. ware var. of (O)F. gare (- Gmc. *war- ware2) 

+ derere (modF. derriere) behind. 
wardrobe (room in which wearing apparel 
was kept xrv (movable closed cupboard for this 
xvm); department of a great household charged 
with the keeping of this xv; person’s stock of 
this. - ONF. warderobe, var. of (0)F. garderobe, 
f. garder keep, guard, ward2-*-robe garment, 
robe. 

-wards OE. -weardes, corr. to OS., MLG. -wardes 
(Du. -waarts), OHG. -wartes, f. Gmc. *warda-\ 
g. sg. n. formation gen. identical in sense with 
-WARD. 

ware1 articles of merchandise or manufacture 
(in comps, earthenware, hardware). OE. waru 
= MLG., MDu. ware (Du. warr), ON. vara 
Gmc. *waro, perh. orig. ‘object of care’ and f. 
*war- (see next). Comp, warehouse xrv; hence 
vb. xvm. 

ware2 (arch.) fa ware; careful in avoiding (sur¬ 
viving in beware). OE. wxr, also gewxr = OS. 
war, (also OHG.) giwor, Goth. *wars Gmc. 
*(ga)waraz, f. *war- *wer- observe, take care. 

ware* fintr. take care; trans. beware of. OE 
warian = OS. waron, OHG. biwaron beware, 
ON. vara, in ME. coalescing with ONF. warer 
(mod. garer), of Gmc. orig. 

warlock ttraitor, scoundrel, fthe Devil; savage 
or monstrous creature OE.; sorcerer, wizard 
xrv. OE. wxrloga (= OS. warlogo), f. OE. wxr 
covenant = OHG. wdra truth, ON. varar pi., 
solemn promise, vow + */oj-, wk. grade of the 
base of leogan lie2. ME. warlow(e) (repr. OE. 
wxrloga) was superseded by the Sc. var. 
warlo(c)k (xvi). 

warm moderately hot OE.; fcomfortable, 
securely established xiv; ardent, eager; cordial, 
tender xv; lively, heated, excited xvi; comfort 
ably off. OE. wearm = OS. (Du.) warm, OHG. 
war(a)m (G. warm), ON. varmr Gmc. *war- 
maz. So warm vb. (i) OE *wierman, werman, 
wlrman tr. = OS. wermian (Du. warmen), OHG. 
wet men (G. warmen), ON. verma, Goth. 
warmjan Gmc *warmjan\ (ii) OE. wearmtan 
intr. = OHG. war(a)men (early modG. war- 
men) Gmc. *warmxjan. warmth xn. OE. 
*wierm6u, *wxrm6u = MLG. wermede (Du. 
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warmte), MHG. wermede(G. twarmte)WGmc. 
*warmifi6\ see -th'. 

warn put on one’s guard, give a caution to OE.; 
inform, notify xm. OE. war{e)nian, wearnian = 
MLG. warnen, OHG. war non, women (G. 
women) WGmc. * war and] an, -xjan, f. *war- 
be cautious (see ware*). 

warp A. feast, throw OE.; (after ON. ordum 
verpa) futter xm; B. (after ON. orpinn pp. war¬ 
ped) tr. and intr. bend, twist aside xiv (fig. dis¬ 
tort xvi); C. weave, twine xm; D. tow xvi. OE. str. 
vb. weorpan = OS werpan (Du. werpen), OHG. 
werfan (G. werfen), ON. verpa, Goth, wairpan, 
no certain cogns. outside Gmc. So warp sb. 
threads extended lengthwise in the loom OE.; 
rope, hawser xm. OE. wearp\ some later senses 
are from the vb. 

warrant A. fprotector, defence; authoritative 
witness; authorization xm; B. document con¬ 
veying authority or security xv; justifying 
reason xvi. - ONF. warant, var. of OF. guarant, 
and (mod. garant) - Frankish *werend ( = 

OHG. werent, f. giweren (G. gewdhren) be surety 
for, guarantee). So warrant vb. fkeep safe xm; 
guarantee the security of xvi. - ONF. warantir, 
warandir, vars. of OF. g(u)arantir, -andir. war¬ 
ranty (-Y*) legal covenant, xiv. - AN. warantie, 
var. of garantie guarantee. 

warren piece of land preserved for breeding 
game, esp. for the breeding of rabbits xiv; fig. 
xvii. - AN., ONF. warenne, var. of (O)F. garenne 
game-park, now esp. rabbit warren - Gaul. *var- 
renna area marked off by palisading, f. *varros 
post (cf. Ir.farr pillar, post). So warrener (er2) 

officer having charge of a warren, xiv. - AN. 
warener, ONF. warrennier, (O)F. garennier. 

warrigal dingo; wild Austral, aboriginal, xix. 
Austral, aboriginal word, 

warrior xm. ME. werre(y)our - ONF. werreieor, 
werrieur, var. of OF. guerreieor (mod. guer- 
royeur), f. werreier, guerreier vb., Rom. deriv. of 
*werra war; see -or*. 

wart round dry tough excrescence on the skin. 
OE. wearte = OS. warta (Du. wrat), OHG. warza 
(G. warze), ON. varta Gmc. *warton. 

wary xvi. Extension of ware2 by the addition of 
-Y*. 

was see be. 

wash cleanse with or as with water OE. (also 
refl. and intr. xii); of the sea, etc., flow over or 
past xm; remove with or as with water xv. OE. 
str. vb. wxscan, wascan, waxan = OS. wascan 
(Du. wasseri), OHG. wascan (G. waschen), ON. 
(wk.) vaska Gmc. *waskan *watskan, f. 
*wat- water. Traces of wk. conjugation appear 
xiv, but str. forms prevailed till xvi. Hence 
wash sb. (not continuous with OE. wasc, 
gewxsc) in various senses from xiv. Comp, 
wash-leather xvn; earlier fwashen leather 
(wesshyn leddyr xv), twashed leather (xvn) 
suggest that the orig. ref. was to the washing 
which was a part of the manufacture. 
washer1 one who washes, xv. See prec., -er'. 

Comp, washerwoman xvn, earlier (now U S.) 
washwoman xvi. 

washer* perforated disc to prevent friction or 
looseness of parts, xiv (w has her), of unkn. orig. 

wasp OE. wxsp, wxps, wxfs, corr. to OS. wepsia, 
wespa, wasp, OHG. wafsa, wefsa (G. wespe), 
MLG. wepse, wespe, wispe WGmc. *wabis-, 
*waps- IE. *wobhes, *wops-, whence OS1. 
(Russ.) osa, Lith. vapsva, OBret. guohi. Corn. 
guhien, L. vespa (:- *wopsd), usu. taken to be 
f. *webh- wobh- weave*, with ref. to the weblike 
construction of the insect’s nest. Hence wasp¬ 
ish xvi. 

wassail salutation used when presenting drink 
to a guest or drinking his health xm (wxs hxil, 
wassayl, -ail, after xiv only hist, and dial.); 
liquor for drinking healths; carousal xvii. - ON. 
ves heill ‘be in good health’ (see hale1). 

waste A. desert land xii; B. action of wasting 
xm; C. waste matter xv. - ONF. wast(e), var. of 
OF. guast{e), gast(e), partly repr. L. vdstum, n. 
of vastus waste, desert, partly f. waster vb. So 
waste adj. uncultivated, barren xm; super¬ 
fluous, refuse xv. - ONF. wast, var. of g(u)ast 
Rom. *wasto, repr. (with infl. from Frankish 
*wosti) L. vastus, waste vb. devastate, consume 
by loss, decay, etc. xm; consume or expend use¬ 
lessly xiv. - ONF. waster, var. of g{u)aster 
Rom. * was tare, for L. vastare. Hence waste¬ 
ful causing devastation xiv; extravagant xv. 
waster (-er*) xrv. 

wastrel (in Cornwall) tract of waste land xvi; 
article rejected as unserviceable xviii; un¬ 
healthy animal xrx; good-for-nothing person, 
waster, f. waste vb. + -rel. 

watch the awake OE.; be on the alert or look-out 
xm; keep in view xrv. OE. *wxccan (in Nhb. 
wxcca, WS. prp. wxccende), doublet of wacian 
wake*. So watch sb. A. fvigil; action of watch¬ 
ing xrv; (naut.) period of watching xvi; one set to 
watch; B. talarm-clock xv; small spring-driven 
time-piece for the pocket xvi. OE. wxcce, f. stem 
of *wxccan; in some later uses directly f. the 
vb. Hence watchful xvi. Comps, watchman, 
watchword xiv. 

water transparent liquid forming the material 
of seas, lakes, and rivers OE.; (prob. after Arab. 
md’ water, lustre, splendour) transparency and 
lustre of a gem (whence in popular phr. of the 
first w.) xvn. OE. wxter = OS. watar (Du. water), 
OHG. wazzar (G. wasser)WGmc. * watar (ON. 
vatn, Goth, wato, g. watins, show a var. with 
n-formative), f. Gmc. *wat-IE. *wod-, repr. by 
OS1. (Russ.) voda\ the var. *wed- is repr. by wet, 
the var. *ud- (sometimes with nasal infix) by L. 
undo (cf. undulate), Gr. hudor, g. hudatos (:- 
udntos), hudro- hydro-, Skr. uddn. So water vb. 
tr. OE.; intr. xiv. OE. (ge)wxterian, corr. to MLG. 
wateren, weteren (Du. wateren), MHG. wezzern 
(G. wassern). watery OE. wxterig = MLG. 
waterich, etc.; see -y*. Comps, waterfall xiv (cf. 
OE. wxterggfeall). watershed line separating 
waters flowing into different river basins xix. 
See shed*. 

waterlog render unmanageable by flooding 

with water, xvm. perh. orig. with sense ‘make 
like a log*’. 

water-souchy fish boiled and served in its 
liquor, xvm. - Du. waterzootje, f. water water 
+ zootje, zoodje boiling (of fish), 

watt (physics) unit of activity or power, xix. f. 
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name of James Watt (1736-1819), inventor of the 
modern steam engine and a pioneer in the 
science of energy. 

wattle1 (pi. and coll, sg.) stakes intertwined 
with twigs or branches used as fencing, etc. OE. 
watul, of uncert. orig. Hence vb. xrv. 

wattle* fleshy lobe pendent from the head or 
neck of poultry, etc. xvi. of unkn. orig. 

wave1 move to and fro, shake or sway as with 
the wind. The word in the above senses as at 
present used is not clearly evident before xvi; 
not certainly continuous with OE. wafian (rec 
orded twice) make a movement to and fro with 
the hands, corr. to MHG. waben wave, undulate, 
f. Gmc. *wab-, repr. also by ON. vafi doubt, un¬ 
certainty, and waver. 

wave* movement in an extent of water by which 
a portion of it rises above the general level, xvi. 
alt., by assoc, with wave', of ME. f wawe, earlier 
wa3e, rel. to OE. wagian, ME. wawe, sway to and 
fro, wave (cf. wag1). Hence wavy (y1) xvi. 

waver twander, rove; fluctuate, vacillate; 
fsway. xrv. - ON. vafra move unsteadily, flicker 
= MHG. waberen (G. wabern) move about, fre¬ 
quent. f. Gmc. *wab-; cf. wave1, -er4. 

wavey snow-goose, xvm. var. of wawa, of 
Algonquian orig. 

wax' substance produced by bees to make the 
honeycomb; beeswax melted down, etc. (as used 
for sealing, superseded by a compound of lac, 
etc.). OE. wxx, weax = OS., OHG. wahs (Du. 
was, G. wachs), ON. voxGmc. *waxsam, cogn. 
with OS1. vosku, ult. f. IE. *weg- weave. Hence 
wax vb., waxen (-en®) xiv; repl. OE. wexen, 
*wiexen. waxwork modelling in wax. xvn. 

wax* grow OE.; become xii. OE. str. vb. weaxan 
= OS., OHG. wahsan (Du. wassen, G. wachsen), 
ON. vaxa, Goth, wahsjan (with -ja- in pres, 
stem) Gmc. str. vb. f. *waxs- IE. *woks-, 
*aweks-, *auks-, *uks- repr. by Gr. aexein, aiix 
ein, auxanein increase, Skr. uk$ati grows, L. au- 
gere increase. 

wax’ (si.) fit of anger, xix. perh. evolved from a 
usage such as wax wroth (wax'4). 

way road, path; course of travel, life, or action, 
distance travelled. OE. weg = OS., OHG. (Du., 
G.) weg, ON. vegr, Goth, wigs Gmc. *wezaz, f. 
*we3 move, journey, carry IE. *wegh-, repr. 
also by L. vehere carry. So phr. under way 
(naut.) having begun to move through the 
water, xvm. - Du onderweg, whence perh. sense 
‘rate of progress, velocity’ xvm. 

-way terminal el. orig. joined in a phr. with an 
adj. surviving in a few comps., as anyway, half¬ 
way, midway, noway, someway, straightway, the 
earliest being alway (OE. acc. ealne weg)\ most 
of these have parallel and synon. forms in 
WAYS. 

wayfare (arch.) travelling, xiv. f. way + fare, 

after wayfaring, OE. wegfarende. Hence way¬ 
farer (er1) traveller by road. xv. wayfaring- 
tree Viburnum lantana, growing wild in 
hedges, xvi. 

waylay lie in wait for. xvi. f. way + lay1, after 
MLG., MDu. wegelagen. 

wayleave permission to convey supplies, ap¬ 
paratus, etc. over land, etc xv. f. way + leave1. 

-ways repr. weges, g. sg. of OE. weg way, as in 
odres weges (xn), dial, otherways by another 
route, a lies weis always, nanes weis (xra) 
noways. 

wayside side of a road or path. xrv. See way, 

side. 

wayward disposed to be self-willed xrv; 
capriciously wilful xvi. Aphetic of awayward 
(xrv), f, away-i--ward; the sense development 
was prob. infl. by the notion of the word being f. 
way, as if ‘bent on going one’s own way’, 

wayzgoose entertainment given to printers 
orig. at Bartholomew-tide (24 August), when 
working by candle-light began; later, annual 
feast held in summer. Earlier waygoose (xvn), 
of uncert. orig. 

we 1st pi. pers. pron. OE. w$, corr. to OS. wi, we 
(Du. wij), (Q)HG. wir, ON. ver, vxr, Goth. weis. 
These forms repr. more than one Gmc. type; 
Goth, weis repr. Gmc. *wiz *weis, extension 
(with pi. -s) of *wei, repr. also by Skr. vaydm; 
other forms may repr. *wtz. For the obi. cases 
see our, us. 

weak not strong, feeble xra; tpliant, flexible 
xrv. - ON. *weikr, veikr = OE. wdc weak, sloth¬ 
ful, pliant, insignificant, mean (ME. woke), OS. 
wek (Du. week), OHG. weih (G. weich soft) 
Gmc. *waikwaz, f. *waikw- *wikw- yield, give 
way. Hence weaken (-en®) xrv, weakling 
(-ling1) xvi, weakly (-ly1) xvi, (ly*) xiv, weak¬ 
ness (-NESS) XIII. 

weal1 fwealth, riches; welfare OE.; the public 
good xv. OE. we la = OS. weloWGmc. *welan-, 
f. *wel-\ see well®. 

weal* var. of wale infl. by wheal 

weald the tract of country, formerly wooded, 
lying between the North and the South Downs. 
OE. (WS.) weald, (Angl.) wald wold. Hence 
wealden (pert, to) a formation of cretaceous de¬ 
posits extensively developed in the weald, xix; 
the use of the suffix -en® is arbitrary, 

wealth A. twell-being xiii; welfare of a com 
munity xiv; B. worldly goods, riches xiii. ME. 
welfe, f. well® or weal1, after health, see -th1. 

Hence wealthy (-Y1) xrv. 
wean accustom to the loss of its mother’s milk. 
OE. wenian accustom, (rare) wean (usu. a-, 
sometimes gewenian) = OS. wennian (Du. 
wennen), OHG. giwennen (G. -wbhnen), ON. 
venja Gmc. *wanjan, f. *wanaz accustomed 
(ON. vanr), f. *wan- *wun- (see wont"). 

weapon OE. wxpn — OS. wapan (Du. wapen), 
OHG. waf(f)an (G. waffe), ON. vdpn, Goth. 
*wepn Gmc. *wxpnam, of unkn. orig. 

wear1 pt. wore, pp. worn A. be dressed in OE.; 
B. waste, decay xm; C last out in use xvi. OE. 
wk. vb. werian = OS. werian, OHG. werien, ON. 
verja, Goth, wasjan clothe Gmc. *wazjan, f. 
*was- *wes- IE. *wos- *wes , repr. also by L. 
vestis clothing, Gr. hennunai (: - *wesnu-) clothe, 
Skr. vdste wears. The change of conjugation 
from wk. to str., due to assoc, with bear, swear, 
tear, is shown in xrv but is hardly established 
before xvi; anticipated in late OE. forworen 
worn away, wasted. Hence wear sb. action of 
wearing xv; what is worn xvi (now current esp. 
in comps., footwear, knitwear). 
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wear* pt., pp. wore (naut.) come round on the 
other tack by turning stern to windward, xvn. 
Early forms weare, wayer, warre, werr, of unkn. 
orig. 

weary adj. OE. werig, waerig, corr. to OS. 
sidworig weary (with journey), OHG. wuarag 
drunkWGmc. *wori3a,*-aja, f. *wor-, repr. also 
by OE. worian wander, go astray, ON. drar pi. 
fits of madness, aerr mad, insane (:- *w6rja)\ cf. 
Gr. horakian faint. Hence weary vb. OE. werti)- 
gian, gewergian. 

weasand (dial.) gullet OE.; windpipe xrv, throat 
xv. OE. wdsend, corr. to OS. wdsend(i), OHG. 
weisant, -ont, -unt (early modG. waise{n))\ a 
WGmc. word having the appearance of a prp. 
formation. 

weasel OE. we(o)sule, wesle = MLG. wesel, 
wezel, OHG. wisula (G. wiesel)WGmc. *wisu- 
lon, of unkn. orig. 

weather condition of the atmosphere with re¬ 
spect to heat or cold, calm or storm, etc. OE.; 
(with adverse implication) xn; direction of wind 
(perh. - ON.) xxv. OE. weder = OS. wedar (Du. 
weer), OHG. wetar (G. wetter), ON. vedr Gmc. 
*wedram either IE. *wedhrom (OS1. vedro 
good weather) or IE. *wetrom (Lith. vetra storm, 
OS1. vetru wind); prob. f *wl!- wind'. Comp, 
weathercock vane in the form of a cock. xm. 
Hence weather vb. tr. and intr. in various uses 
concerning exposure to wind and weather xv; 
earlier in weathering xn. 

weave1 pt. wove, pp. woven fabricate by in¬ 
terlacing yarns. OE. str. vb. wefan = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. weven, OHG. weban (G. weben), ON. 
vefa Gmc. * we ban, f. *web- *wab-IE. *webh- 
*wobh- *ubh-, repr. also by Gr. huphi, huphos 
web, Skr. urnavdbhi- spider, lit. ‘wool-weaver’, 

weave* move repeatedly from side to side, pur¬ 
sue a devious course xvi; (pugilism) creep close 
into one’s opponent xix. prob. continuation of 
ME ta>eue(xm) move from place to place, wave, 
brandish, var. of twaive - ON. veifa, corr. to 
(M)Du weiven, OHG. -weiben Gmc. *waibjan, 
rel. ult. to L. vibrdre vibrate. 

web woven fabric OE.; cobweb; tissue, mem¬ 
brane xm. OE. web(b), corr. to OS. webbi (MDu. 
webbe, Du. web), OHG. wappi, weppi, ON. vefr 
Gmc *wabjam, -az, f. *wab- weave1. 

weber unit of magnetic flux. xix. f. name of 
Wilhelm Weher(l804 91), G. physicist, 

wed marry, tr. OE., pass, xn, intr. xm. OE. wed- 
dian covenant, marry, bind in wedlock = MLG. 
wedden, OHG. wetton (G. wetten) pledge, wager, 
ON. vedja pledge, Goth, gawadjon espouse 
Gmc. *wadjojan, f. *wadjam pledge (OE. wedd, 
OS. weddi, Du. wedde, OHG. wetti, G. wette, ON. 
ved, Goth, wadi), rel. to L. vas, vad surety. 
Hence wedding ( ing1) late OE. weddung. 

wedge piece of wood, etc. thick at one end and 
tapering to a thin edge at the other; fingot OE.; 
other special senses from xvi. OE. wecg = OS. 
weggi (Du. wegge wedge-shaped cake), OHG. 
weggi, wecki, ON veggrGmc. *wa$jaz. 

Wedgwood designating a kind of pottery; 
name of inventor, Josiah Wedgwood (1730-95), 
and his successors at Etruria, Staffordshire. 
XVIII. 

wedlock tmarriage vow OE.; union of man and 
woman as husband and wife. xm. late OE. wed- 
lac, f. wed pledge, wed + -lac -lock. 

Wednesday xm. corr. to OFris. wensdei, app. 
repr. a form with mutation (*wodinaz) repl. OE. 
wodnesdxg = OFris. wonsdei, MLG. wodens- 
dach (Du. woensdag), ON. odinsdagr 'day of 
Odin’, tr. late L. Mercwrii dies ‘day of the planet 
Mercury’. OE. Woden = OS. Woden, OHG. Wuo- 
tan, ON. Odin is referred to the Gmc. base *wdd- 
be excited or inspired. 

wee sb. orig. chiefly in a little wee, fa small thing 
or quantity; a short time xm; adj- extremely 
small, tiny xv. north. ME. we(i), repr. OE. 
(Angl.) wegie), (WS.) wxgie) weight, rel. to 
wegan weigh; the use appears to have origin¬ 
ated in such a phr. as a little wee thing ‘a small 
amount of a thing’, similar to a bit thing ‘a bit 
of a thing’. The adj. use has been current in 
southern Eng. since c.1600. 

weed' small plant, esp. one that cumbers the 
ground. OE. weod = OS. wiod, rel. to OHG. wiota 
fern; of unkn. orig. Hence weed vb. clear of 
weeds. OE. weodian. weedy (-Y1) xv. 

weed* garment OE.; now chiefly pi. deep 
mourning apparel, spec, of widows xvi. ME. 
wide, repr. two OE. formations: (i) wxd = OS. 
wad, OHG. wat, ON. vad, vod Gmc. *wxdiz; 
(ii) OE. (ge)waede = OS. (gi)wddi (Du. gewaad), 
OHG. giwdtiGmc. *gawxdjam. 

week OE. wice, wicu = OS. -wika (Du. week), 
OHG. wehha, wohha (G. woe he), ON. vika, Goth. 
wiko order Gmc. *wikon, prob. orig. ‘suc¬ 
cession, series’, usu. referred to *wtk- bend, 
turn, change, repr. also by OE. wice, OS., OHG. 
wehsal (G. wechsel), ON. -vixl change, 

ween (arch.) think, suppose, expect. OE. we nan 
- OS. wdnian (Du. wanen fancy, imagine), 

OHG. wan(n)en (G. wahnen suppose wrongly), 
ON. vaena, Goth, wenjan hope Gmc. *waenjan, 
f. *waeniz opinion, expectation, hope (OE. wen, 
etc). 

weeny (colloq., dial.) very small, xvm. f. wee; 

cf. TINY, TEENY. 

weep pt., pp. wept shed tears. OE. str. vb. wepan, 
corr. to OS. wopian bewail, OHG. wuofan (also 
wuoffen wk.), ON. oepa (wk.) scream, shout, 
Goth, wopjan (wk.); f. Gmc. *wop- (repr. also by 
OE. wop weeping, etc.); without cogns., prob. of 
imit. orig. Weak inflexions appeared xm and 
became prevalent xiv. Hence weeper ( er1) 

mourner xiv; badge of mourning xviii. 
weever fish of the genus Trachinus, having 
venomous spines, xvn. perh. orig wiver - transf. 
use of OF. wivre serpent, dragon, var. of 
guivreL. vipera viper. 

weevil beetle the larva of which is destructive 
to grain, etc. xv. ME. wevyl, prob. - MLG. wevel 
= OE. wifel beetle, OS. goldwivil glowworm, 
OHG. wibil, wipil beetle, chafer, ON. *vifill (in 
tordyfill dung-beetle) Gmc. *webilaz. Con¬ 
tinuity with OE. wifel is not shown, and the 
word may be due to commercial relations with 
the Low Countries. 

weft threads that extend from side to side of a 
web. OE. weft(a), corr. to ON. veptr, vipta weft. 
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MHG. wift fine thread Gmc. *weftan-, -az, -iz, 
f. *web- WEAVE'. 

weigh A. bear, carry, lift (spec, raise an anchor 
xiv); B. balance in the scales; C. have heaviness 
or weight. OE. str. vb. wegan = OS. wegan (Du. 
wegen) weigh, OHG. wegan move, shake, weigh 
(in G. bewegen move), ON. vega lift, weigh, Goth. 
*wigan in pp. gawigans shaken Gmc. *we3an, 
f. *we3- *wa3- *wx3-EE. *wegh- *wogh- *wegh- 
(see way). So weight measurement or amount 
determined by weighing. The OE. form was 
wiht, more usu. gewiht, corr. to MDu. wicht, 
ghewichte (Du. (ge)wicht), MHG gewichte (G. ge- 
wicht), ON. vett, vaett Gmc. -wextiz and *ga- 
wextjam, f. see -tV This form was directly 
repr. by ME. wi(g)ht, wi3t, which was superseded 
by weght, wei(g)ht, we3t - ON. *weht, vett\ the 
prevalence of this form was assisted by weigh. 

Hence weighty ( y1) xv. 

weir river-dam; enclosure for taking fish. OE. 
wer, corr. to OS. werr, MLG., MHG. wer\e) (LG 
wer{e), G. wehr), f. OE. werian defend = OS. wer- 
ian, OHG. werian (G. wehren), ON. verja, Goth. 
warj an. 

weird (arch.) fate, lot, destiny, as in phr dree 
one's w., suffer one’s fate. OE. wyrd = OS. wurd, 
OHG. wurt, ON. urdr, f. wk. grade of Gmc. *werp- 
*warb- wurt>- become (see worth3). So adj. con¬ 
trolling the destinies of men xiv; unaccountably 
mysterious, uncanny, odd xix. First in w. sister, 
one of (i) the Fates, (ii) the witches in Shake 
speare’s ‘Macbeth’, the later currency and adj. 
use being derived from its occurrence in the 
story of Macbeth. 

Welch var. of Welsh. 

welcome used as voc. to express pleasure at a 
person’s coming; hence in predicative and later 
(xvi) attrib. use. ME. welcume (xn), f. well3 and 
come pp. as a rendering of (O)F. bienvenu (f. bien 
well, venu come) or ON. velkominn (i.e. ‘well- 
come’); in part repl. OE. wilcuma, f. will1 + 

cuma comer, agent-noun of cuman come. So 
vb. greet with ‘welcome’. Late OE. wellcumian, 
early ME. welcumein), repl. OE. wilcumian. 

weld' plant yielding yellow dye; the dye itself 
xrv. ME. welde, also wolde, repr OE. *wealde, 
*walde = (M)LG. twalde, fwolde, waude, MDu. 
woude (Du. wouw), poss. rel. to wold. 

weld2 intr be jomed by heating and hammering 

xvi; trans. join in this way xvn. var. of well2, 

from xv in this sense; the -d appears to have 

come from the pt. and pp. 

welfare good fortune, well being xiv. f. phr. 
ME. wel fare (see well3, fare1), prob after ON 
velferd. 

welkin fcloud OE.; (arch.) sky, firmament xn 
OE. weolcen, wolc(e)n, corr. to OS. wolkan (Du 
wolk), OHG. wolkan (G. wolke). 

well' spring of water, pit dug to obtain a supply 
of spring water OE.; various transf. senses from 
xvn. OE. (Angl.) wella, waella, *well(e), (WS.) 
*wiella, late will(a), wy 11(a), wylle, corr. to OHG. 
wella (G. welle) wave, ON. vella boiling heat, 
ebullition, f. Gmc. *wall-, see well2. 

well2 fboil, melt OE.; rise up to the eyes xrv; 
(dial.) weld xv. OE. str. vb. weallan = OS. 

wallan, OHG. wallan (G. wallen boil, swarm) 
WGmc. *wallan\ cf. prec. 

well* in a good manner, to a good extent, fully. 
OE. wel(l) = OS. (Du.) wel, ON. vel\ also with 
adv. suffix (and vowel-variation) OS. wela, wala, 
wola, OHG. wela, wola (G. wohl), Goth. waila\ 
prob. f. EE. wel- wol- will*. As adj. fhappy, for¬ 
tunate xm; prosperous (now only in well to do, 
well off) xrv; in sound health xvi; orig. developed 
from the adv. in impers. uses, e g. wel is be. 
Comp, well-wisher xvi. 

welladay excl. of lamentation, xvi. alt., by sub¬ 

stitution of day or aday as used in wo worth the 
day and lackaday, of wella way, ME. weleaway, 
earlier welawei, wailawai, OE. weg la weg, var. 

of wa la wd, f. wa. woe, la. lo, infl. by ON. vei woe 

and well*. 

Wellington short for w. boot, coat, etc., named 
after Arthur, first duke of Wellington (1769- 
1852). xix So wellingtonia sequoia, xix. 

well off favourably or fortunately situated 

xvm. f. phr come (etc.) well off be prosperously 

circumstanced in the event; see well3, off 

welsh swindle out of money laid as a bet. xix 
Hence welsher ( er') xix. of unkn. orig. 

Welsh pert, to the native British population as 
opp. to the Anglo-Saxons, (hence) pert, to Wales. 
OE. (Angl.) WHisc, W$lisc,(WS.) Wtlisc, Wplisc. 
*Wtelisc, corr. to OHG. wal(a)hisc, walesc (G 
walsch, welsch) Roman, Italian, French, Du 
waalsch Walloon, ON valskr Gaulish, French; 
f. OE. W(e)alh, corr to OHG. Wal(a)h, ON. 
*Valr, pi. Valir Gmc. *walyaz foreign (Celtic 
or Roman) - L. Volcae (pi.) name of a Celtic 
people, of unkn. orig. 

Welsh rabbit dish of toasted cheese, xvm. See 
prec., rabbit. Alt without justification to Welsh 
rarebit xvm. 

welt in shoemaking, strip of leather placed be¬ 
tween the edge of the sole and the upper xv; 
border, hem xvi; ridge, raised stripe of unkn. 
orig. 

welter roll about (in various ways), xm - MLG., 
MDu. welteren = MHG. welzern, frequent, f 
*welt- *walt- roll, be unsteady, repr. also by OE. 
*wealt (in unwealt steady), -waeltan, *wieltan, 
wyltan, OHG. walzan, welzen (G. wdlzen, 
waltz), ON. *welta intr. (str.) and tr. (wk ), Goth. 
waltjan. Hence welter sb. turmoil xvi, rolling 
of the sea; heavy-weight horseman or pugilist 
xix (whence w. weight). 

wen morbid lump on the body; (in mod. use) 
sebaceous tumour under the skin. OE. wen(n), 
waen(n) = Du. wen, prob. rel. to MLG. wene, LG 
wehne, wbhne tumour, wart; of unkn. orig. 

wench young woman, girl xm; (arch.) wanton 
woman xiv; maidservant. ME. wenche, clipped 
form of wenchel, OE. wencel *warjkil-, perh. 
rel to OE. wancol unsteady, inconstant, f. 
*waijk- waver, falter, repr. by OHG. wankon. 

wend turn (tr. and intr. in many senses), go. 
OE. wendan = OS. wendian, OHG wentan (Du., 
G wenden), ON. venda, Goth. (Gmc.) wandjan, 
causative of *windan wind2. From c.1500 the 
new formation wended has prevailed for pt. and 
pp. in the tr. senses, and went, regularly evolved 
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from OE. wende, gewend, has repl. the older pts. 
belonging to go. 

Wensleydale name of a district of the North 
Riding of Yorkshire designating a long-woolled 
breed of sheep and a variety of blue-mould 
cheese, xix. 

went see wend. 
wept pt. of WEEP, 

were see be. 
werewolf, werwolf person transformed or 
capable of transforming himself into a wolf. 
Late OE. werewulfionce) = LG. werwulf, (M)Du. 
weerwolf, MHG. werwolf (G. we(,h)rwo1f). The 
first el. is doubtful, but it has been identified 
with OE. wer (= L. vir) man. 

wergeld, -gild (hist.) price set upon a man ac¬ 
cording to rank. OE. wergeld, WS. -gild, f. wer 
man (= L. vir)+gield yield. The OE. forms were 
taken up by antiquaries in xvii. 

werwolf see werewolf. 
Wesleyan xvm. pert, to John Wesley (1703- 

1791), originator of Methodism; see an. 

west in or to the quarter of the horizon where 
the sun sets. OE. west = OS., OHG. (Du., G.) 
west, ON. vestrGmc. *westaz, f. IE. *wes-, repr. 
also in Gr. hesperos, L. vesper. Hence west sb. 
xn, adj. xrv (anticipated by OE. comps, such as 
westdxl west part, westwind). westerly adj. xvi; 
adv. xvii; see -ly1’1. western late OE wester tie. 
westward xiii, -wards xvi. OE. westweard, 
-weardes: see -ward, -wards 

wet adj. From xrv. repr. pp. of the vb. wet, repl. 
wet (mod. dial, weet) in standard Eng., from OE. 
(WS.) wxt, (Angl.) wet = ON. vatr, based on the 
lengthened stem of water. So sb. and vb., with 
shortening of vowel of OE. wxt, wxtan, ME. 
u>eet(e). 

wether male sheep, ram. OE. weder = OS 
withar (Du. weer), OHG. widar (G. widder), ON. 
vedr ram, Goth, wiprus lamb Gmc. *wepruz, 
of uncert. orig. 

wey standard of dry-goods weight. OE. wxg(e) 
balance, weight = OS., OHG. waga (Du. waag, 
G. wage), ON. vdg Gmc. *wx3d, -on, f. *wx3- 
*we3 WEIGH. 

whack vigorous resounding blow. xvm. First 
recorded in Sc.; of imit. orig. (perh. alt. of 
THWACK). So Vb. XVIII. 

whale OE. hwxl = OHG. wal (in modG. 
walfisch), ON. hvalr, rel. to OHG. walira, 
(M)HG. wels (:- *xwalis) sheath-fish. The pre¬ 
sent form reflects obi. cases of OE. hwxl. Comp, 
w'halebone elastic bony substance of the upper 
jaw of whales xvii. 
whangee cane made from bamboo-like plants, 
xix. f. Chinese huang bamboo sprouts too old 
for eating. 

wharf structure built along the water’s edge. 
Late OE. hwearf, w(e)arf (earlier in poet. comp. 
merehwearf seashore), corr. to MLG. warf, werf 
mole, dam, wharf; f. Gmc. *xwerb-, *xwarb- repr. 
also by a series of vbs. having the meanings 
turn, change, wander, go. 

wharfinger owner or keeper of a wharf, xvi. 
app. alt. of *wharfager (er1), f. wharfage pro 
vision of, charge for use of, a wharf (xv). 

what n. of interrog. pron. OE.; interrog. adj. xii 

(from OE. use of hwxt with partitive g.); as rela¬ 
tive xii; as indefinite (somewhat) xm. OE. hwxt 
= OS. huat (Du. wat), OHG. (h)wa3 (G. was), ON. 
hvat, Goth, hwa Gmc. *xtvatIE. *qod (cf. L. 
quod), n. of *qos who. In phrasal comps, what 

d’ye call it xvi. what not anything whatever 
xvi; article of furniture for holding odds and 
ends xix. what’s-his-name xvii. Hence what¬ 

ever xrv, whatso (arch.) xn, whatsoever xm. 
wheal xix. var. of wale due to assoc, with 
twheal suppurate, OE. hwelian, rel. to *hwele, 
ME. whele pustule, and OE. hwylca, arch, or 
dial, whelk. 

wheat OE. hwxte = OS. hweti (Du. weit), OHG. 
weiz(z)i (G. weizen), ON. hveiti, Goth, hwaiteis 
Gmc. *xwaitjaz, f. var. of *xwit- white. Hence 
wheaten (-en*) OE. hwxten. 

wheatear small bird. xvi. of uncert. orig., but 
the dial. syns. whiteass, white rump, white-tail 
suggest that twheatears (xvii) is for *whiteeres 
‘white arse’; the present form being inferred as 
a sg. of wheatears, in which the first syll. had 
been assim. to wheat. 

wheedle entice or persuade by cajolery xvn. 
perh. - G. wedeln fawn (upon), cringe or crouch 
(to), f. wedel tail, fan (OHG. wedil). 

wheel sb. OE. hweol, hweogol, hweowol = 
(M)LG. wel, (M)Du. wiel, ON. hjol, hvelGmc. 
*xwe(j)ula, *xwexula IE. *qeqlo-, repr. by Skr. 
cakra- wheel, Gr. kuklos cycle (rel. to Gr. polos 
axis). Hence wheel vb. intr. xm, tr. xrv. wheeler 
( er1 ) wheelwright xv. wheel-wright xm. . 

wheeze breathe hard with a whistling sound, 
xv. prob. - ON. hvxsa hiss; or imit. 

whelk mollusc of the genus Buccinum. OE. 
weoloc, wioloc, of unkn. orig. 

whelm fcapsize xiii; (dial.) turn upside down 
xrv; (arch.) engulf, overwhelm xv. repr. OE. 
*hwielman, *hwelman, parallel to OE. hwylfan, 
*hwielfan = OS. bihwelbian cover over, OHG. 
welben (G. wolberi) vault, ON. hvelfa, f. Gmc. 
*xwalb-, whence also OE. hwealf sb. arch, adj. 
vaulted. 

whelp young of the dog and other animals. OE. 
hwelp = OS. hwelp (Du. welp), OHG. hwelf, (also 
mod.) we If, ON. hvelpr, a Gmc. word of which no 
cogns. are known. Hence whelp vb. bring forth 
young xn. 

when at what time?. OE. hwenne, hwxnne, be¬ 
side hwanne, hwonne when (interrog. and rel.), 
corr. to OS. hwan(na) when, at some time, 
when, MDu. wen, wan, OHG. wenne, wanne (G. 
wenn if, wann when), Goth, hwan when, how 
Gmc., adv. deriv. of the interrog. base *xwa- 
who, what, as then, than of the dem. *pa- the1, 
that’. So whence from what place, xm. ME. 
whannes, whennes, f. whanne, whenne, OE. 
hwanon(e), = OS. hwanan(a), OHG. (h)wanana. 
(h)wanan, cf. hence, thence. Hence when¬ 
soever XIV. 

where in what place?. OE. hwxr, beside hwAr 
and hwAra, corr. to OS. hwar (Du. waar), OHG. 
(h)wdr, wa (G. wo), ON. hvar, Goth, hwar, Gmc. 
derivs. of *xwa- who, what (cf. here, there). 
The earliest comps, with preps, are whereat, 
whereby, wherein (xm), whereof (xu), 
wherethrough, whereupon (xiii), where- 
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with (xii); later are whereunto (xv), where¬ 
withal (xvi). So wherefor for what purpose or 
cause xii; for which xm; (now -fore) on what 
account; sb. cause, reason xvi. 

wherry light rowing-boat for transport xv; 
barge xvi. of unkn. orig. 

whet sharpen (also fig.). OE. hwettan = (M)LG., 
(M)Du. wetten, OHG. wezzan (G. wetzen), ON. 
hvetja Gmc. *xwatjan, f. *xwattaz sharp (OE. 
hwaet quick, active, brave, OS. hwat keen, bold, 
OHG. (h)waz sharp, rough, severe, ON. hvatr 
bold, vigorous). Comp, whetstone OE. 
hwetstan. 

whether pron. and adj. which of the two; conj. 
introducing a question expressing choice be¬ 
tween alternatives. OE. hweder, beside hwaeder, 
corr. to OS. hwedar, OHG. (h)wedar (G. weder 
neither), ON. hvadarr, Goth, hwabar Gmc 
*xwa-, *xwebaraz, f. *xwa-, *xwe-, who + 

compar. suffix as in other. 

whew excl. of astonishment, dismay, etc. xvi. 
prob. intended to repr. a whistling sound, 

whey watery part of milk remaining after the 
curd is separated. OE. hwxg, hweg = MDu. wey 
(Du. wei) *xwaja-, rel. by gradation to MLG. 
huy, hoie, Du. hui*xu)uja-. 

which fof what kind?; fwhat?; what one? OE.; 
as rel. adj. and pron. xii. OE. hwilc = OS. 
(h)wilik, MLG., MDu. wilk, ON. hvilikr, corr. 
with a different grade to OE. hwelc = MDu. 
wel(i)c, wale, OHG. hwellh, Goth, hvileiks, Gmc. 
formation on **u>a- *xu>e- (see who) and *lika- 
body, form; cf. each, such. Hence whichever 
xrv, whichsoever xv. 

w hid ah, whydah name of a town (now Oui- 
dah) in Dahomey, W. Africa, applied spec, to 
animals found in this locality; w. bird (xvm), 
alt. of widow-bird, which is based on L. generic 
name Vidua ‘widow’ (so called from the mainly 
black plumage and long train of tail feathers of 
the male). 

whiff A. slight puff or gust; inhalation of 
tobacco-smoke xvi; wave or waft of odour xvn; 
puffing or whistling sound xvm; B. flag hoisted 
as a signal xvii; C. light outrigger xix of imit. 
orig. Hence vb. xvi. 

Whig (w-) tyokel; adherent of the Presbyterian 
cause in Scotland (esp. one of the rebellious 
covenanters who marched on Edinburgh in 
1648); exclusioner (opposing succession of 
James, duke of York) xvii; from 1689, one of the 
two great political parties in England, prob. 
shortening of Sc. whiggamaire, -mer, wiggomer 
(used in the second sense, the expedition being 
called ‘the whiggamore raid’), f. whig drive + 
mere mare. 

while time (now chiefly in phr. a good, great 
(etc.) while, a while for a certain or some time, 
between whiles at intervals of time); as conj. (xii), 
shortening of ME. be while bat, in OE. bd hwile 
be during the time that. OE. hwil = OS. hwil(a) 
time (Du. wijl), OHG. (h)wila point or period of 
time (G. weile), ON. (h)vila bed, Goth, hweila 
time Gmc. *xwilo. So whilom fat times OE.; 
(arch.) at some time past xii. OE. hwilum (d 
pi. of hwil). whilst alt., with parasitic t (as in 
amidst, amongst), of twhiles, formed with adv. 

-s on the sb. and used finally (xm) as copj. like 
while. 

whim A. tpun, play on words; ffanciful cre¬ 
ation; odd fancy xvii; machine for raising ore, 
etc. from a mine xvm. of unkn. orig. Synonyms 
are (1) whims(e)y xvii, whence whimsical 
xvii, and (2) whim-wham xvi, redupl. for¬ 
mation with vowel-variation, 

whimbrel curlew, xvi (whympernell). f. (dial.) 
whimp (xvi) or whimper, on account of the bird’s 
cry. 

whimper utter a feeble broken cry. xvi. Ex¬ 
tension of (dial.) whimp (xvi), of imit. orig.; see 
-ER4. Hence sb. xvn. 

whin furze, gorse. xi. prob. of Scand. orig.; cf. 
Sw. hven, ODa. hvine, hvinegrxs, -strd, Norw. 
hvine, applied to certain grasses. First recorded 
in place-names of Scandinavianized areas. 
Hence whinchat bird allied to the stonechat. 
xvn. 

whine utter a low somewhat shrill protracted 
sound OE.; complain querulously xvi. OE. 
hwinan (once, of an arrow). An immed. cogn. is 
ON. hvina whiz, whistle in the air; a wk. grade 
of the imit. base is repr. by ON. hvinr whizzing, 
late OE. hwinsian (whence dial, whinge whine) 
= OHG. win(i)son (whence G. winseln). 

whinny neigh, xvi. of imit. orig. 
whip move briskly xm; strike with a whip xrv; 
overlay with cord, thread, etc. xv. ME. (h)wip- 
pen, prob. - (M)LG., (M)Du. wippen swing, 
vacillate, leap (= MHG. wipfen dance), f. Gmc. 
*wip- move quickly. So whip sb. instrument of 
flagellation xiv; tbrisk movement xvi. 

whipper-snapper sprightly but insignificant 
young person, xvii. orig. a canting term for a 
‘rough’; perh. f. * whip-snapper, cf. whipster (xvi) 
cracker of whips’, lively, violent, or mis¬ 
chievous person, insignificant fellow, 

whippet flively young woman xvi; small breed 
of dog xvn. prob. f. fwhippet vb. move briskly 
(xvi), i.e. whip it. 

whip-poor-will Amer. nightjar, xvm. imit. of 
the bird’s note. 

whirl move in a circle xm; revolve or cause to 
revolve xiv; move or cause to move swiftly; hurl 
xv. - ON. hvirfla turn about, rel. to hvirfill 
circle, ring, summit = (M)LG., (M)Du. wervel 
fwhirlpool, fspindle, vertebra, OHG. wirbil 
whirlwind (G. wirbel)Gmc. *xwerbilaz. 

whirlpool xv. f. whirl + pool. 

whirlwind xrv. prob. - ON. hvirfilvindr (see 
whirl, wind')- 

whir(r) ffling, hurl; move swiftly with a vibra 
tory sound, xiv. prob. first of Scand. orig. (cf. 
Da. hvirre, Norw. kvirra, Sw. dial, hvirra): re¬ 
inforced later by being imit. 

whish int., vb. xvi. imit. of the sound made by 
something rushing through air or over water. 
Hence sb. xix. 

whisk sb. (xrv) and vb. (xv) denoting light rapid 
sweeping motion, orig. wisk, wysk (quhisk xv) 
and first in Sc. texts; - Scand. stem repr. by ON. 
visk wisp, Sw. viska besom, wisp, viska whisk 
(off), sponge. Norw. visk wisp, corr. to (M)Du. 
wisch wisp, LCx. wisk quick movement, OHG. 
wise (G. wisch) wisp of hay, wisken (wischen) 
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wipe, fmove briskly, f. symbolic Gmc. base 
*wisk-. Hence whisker (er‘) tfan, fswitch, 
(dial.) feather brush xv; hair on the face, 
fmoustache xvi. 

whisky' spirit distilled from malted barley, 
etc. xviii. Shortening of whiskybae, var. of 
USQUEBAUGH. 

whisky* light carriage, xvm. f. whisk + -y\ so 
named from its swift motion, 

whisper vb. OE. hwisprian = early Flem. wisp- 
eren, f. Gmc. imit. base *xwis-, whence also 
synon. MLG., MDu. wispelen, OHG. (h)wispalon 
(G. wispeln), ON. hviskra, hvisla. Hence sb. xvi. 

whist' excl. to call for silence, xiv. of imit. orig. 
Hence as adj. silent, hushed xv; as vb. become 
or fmake silent xvi. 

whist* card-game. xvn. alt. (perh. by assoc, with 
prec.) of earlier whisk (xvn), perh. f. whisk vb. 
from the action of whisking away the tricks, 

whistle sb. tubular wind instrument OE.; 
throat xiv; act of whistling xv. OE. (h)wistle, of 
imit. orig. So vb. OE. ([h)wistlian; cf. whisper. 

whit (arch.) very small or the least portion or 
amount, xv. Early mod. w(h)yt, whit(t), prob. alt. 
of wight, as in any wight, no wight. 

white adj. OE. hwit - OS. hwit, OHG. (h)wi3 (G. 
weiss), ON. hvitr, Goth, hweits Gmc. *xwitaz 
(cf. with short vowel (M)Du., (M)LG. wit); f. IE. 
*kwit-, *kwid-, found also in Skr. and Balto-Sl. 
words denoting brightness or light. Comps, 
whitebait small fry of fish xviii; white friar 
Carmelite xv; white-livered cowardly (having, 
ace. to popular belief, a liver lacking bile or 
choler) xvi; whitesmith worker in metal xiv; 
whitethorn hawthorn xm; whitethroat war¬ 
bler xvii; whitewash plaster with a white com 
position xvi; hence sb. xvn. Hence white vb. 
tbecome or make white OE.; whitewash xn. 
whiten (-EN*) xm. 

whither to what or which place. OE. hwider, f. 
Gmc. *xu>i- (see which); for the suffix cf. hither, 

thither. Hence twhitherso OE., whither¬ 
soever xm. 

whiting' fish of the genus Merlangus. xv. - 
(M)Du. wijting; see white, -ing*, and cf. ON. 
hvitingr white whale, late OE. hwitling (perh.) 
whiting. 

whiting* twhitewashing; finely powdered 
chalk as used for this xv. f. white vb. + -ing’. 

whitleather leather dressed with alum in 
stead of being tanned, xiv. f. white, leather. 

whitlow inflammatory sore on finger or 
thumb, xv. perh. orig. whitflaw (xiv), -flow (xv), 
i.e. white + flaw' breach, fissure (but cf. Du.fijt, 
LG. fit); the alt. to whitlow is unexpl. 

Whit Sunday, Whitsunday seventh Sun¬ 
day after Easter Day. Pentecost. Late OE. Hwita 
Sunnandxg ‘White Sunday’, so named prob. 
from the ancient custom of wearing white robes 
by the newly baptized at the Feast of Pentecost. 
The shortening of the vowel of the first syll. ob¬ 
scured the composition of the word, so that it 
has been differently divided (whence Whitsun 
eve and week (xiii) beside Whit Monday (xvi), 
etc ). Hence Whitsuntide Whitsunday and the 
days immediately following, xm. 

whittle cut thin slices from xvi; fig. xviii. f. 

(dial.) whittle large knife (xv), var. of thwittle, f. 
thwite (OE. pwitan shave off). 

whiz(z) make, or move with, a sound as of a 
body rushing through the air. xvi. of imit. orig. 

who what or which person?; used as relative 
pron. from xm. ME. hwo (xn-xm), who (from 
xm), hoo (xm-xv), repr. OE. hwd, corr. to OS. 
hwe, hwie (Du. wie), OHG. (h)wer (G. wer), OSw. 
ho, ODa. hwa (Da. hvo), Goth, hwas Gmc. 
*xwaz *xwez IE. *qos *qes (cf. Skr. kd-), paral¬ 
lel to *qi (cf. L. quis); cf. L. qui who. Hence 
whoso xn, whosoever xm, whosomever xv. 

whoa call to a horse to stop. xix. var. of who 
(xv), var. of ho; preceded by twhoa ho call from 
a distance xvn. 

whole in good or sound condition; not divided 
into parts OE.; sb. the complete amount xrv; a 
combination of parts xvn. OE. (ge)hal = OS. hel 
(Du. (ge)heel), (O)HG. heil, ON. heill, Goth, iga)- 
hailsGmc. *{ga)xailazIE. *kailos (repr. also 
in Balto-Sl.). wholesale first in phr. by w., tby 
the w. xv. wholesome conducive to well-being 
xn. prob. OE. *hdlsum, with Gmc. parallels, 
wholly to the full or complete extent, in full 
OE. *haltice; see -ly*. 

whom acc. and d. of who. OE. hwdm, late var. 
of hwxm, d. of hwa who, hwxt what; in its later 
uses whom combined the functions of OE. 
hwone, hwane, acc. sg. of hwd, and those of 
hwxm. Hence whomever xiv, whomso xn, 
whomsoever xv. 

whoop shout, hollo xiv. of imit. orig. So sb. xvi. 
Hence whoopee excl. accompanying riotous 
enjoyment, xix (orig. U.S.). whooper whistling 
swan xvn. whooping-cough, cough ac¬ 
companied by a sound like ‘whoop’, xvm. 

whoosh imit. of a sibilant sound as of some¬ 
thing rushing through the air. xix. 

whop cast or pull violently xrv; strike heavily 
xvi. var. of wap (xrv), of imit. orig. Hence whop¬ 
per ( er1) uncommonly large one xvm. whop¬ 
ping (-ing*) that is a whopper, xvii. 

whore Late OE. hore, corr. to (M)LG. hore, 
MDu. hoere (Du. hoer), OHG. huora (G. hure), 
ON. hora Gmc. "xdron, f. base repr. also by 
ON. horr, Goth, hors adulterer; the IE. base 
*kar- appears in L. carus, OIr. extra friend. So 
whoredom xn. prob. - ON. horddmr. Hence 
whore vb. xvi. Comps, whoremaster, whore¬ 
monger xvi. whoreson bastard, term of abuse 
xm. 

whorl small fly-wheel or pulley in a spinning 
machine xv; ring of leaves, etc. round a stem 
xvi. Earliest forms wharwyl, whorwhil; prob. 
vars. of wherwille, whirl. 

whortleberry bilberry, xvi. s.w. dial. var. of 
hurtleberry, of unkn. orig. 

whose g. of who and what. Early ME. hwas. 
hwds (xn-xm), alt., by assim. to hwd, hwd who, 
of hwas, hwes, OE. hwxs g. of m. hwd and n. 
hwxt what (in interrog. use only). Hence 
whosesoever xvn. 

why for what reason or purpose? OE.; int. as a 
note of surprise or calling attention xvi. OE. 
hwi, hwy, instr. case of hwxt what, corr. to OS. 
hwi, ON. hvi. 

wick' bundle of fibre by which a flame is kept 
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supplied with fat. OE. weoc (in candelweoc), 
wioce, corr. to MDu. wiecke (Du. wiek), MLG. 
weke, OHG. wiohha (G. wieche), of unkn. orig. 

wick2 tdwelling; (dial.) town, hamlet OE.; farm 
xi. OE. wic = OS. wic (Du. wijk quarter, district, 
ward), OHG. wlh (G. in weichbild municipal 
area), Goth, weihs; prob. Gmc. - L. vicus row of 
houses, quarter of a town, street, village, cogn. 
with Gr. oikos house. 

wicked xm. f. (dial.) wick, adj. use of OE. wicca 
wizard, the fern, of which is wicce witch. For the 
unusual formation cf. wretched. 

wicker pliant twig or rod. xiv. of Scand. orig. 
(cf. Sw. viker, Da. viger willow), f. base of Sw. 
vika bend (cf. OE. wican give way, collapse, and 
weak). 

wicket small door or gate xhi; (in cricket) 
xviii. - AN., ONF. wiket = (O)F. guichet, of un- 
cert. orig. 

widdershins var. of withershins. 
wide of great extent (esp. horizontally), (in lim¬ 
ited use) from side to side. OE. wid = OS. wid 
(Du. wijd), OHG. wit (G. weit), ON. vidr Gmc. 
*widaz, of uncert. orig. So wide adv. OE. wide. 
Hence widen (-en®) xvn. Comps, wideawake 
fully awake with eyes open; said to be applied 
joc. to a kind of soft felt hat because of its having 
no ‘nap’, xix. widespread xviii. 

widgeon, wigeon wild duck. xvi. perh. f. imit. 
base *wi-, after pigeon1. 

widow sb. OE. widewe, wuduwe = OS. widowa 
(Du. weduwe, weeuw), OHG. wituwa (G. witwe), 
Goth, widuwo, adj. formation of IE. range, 
*widhewo-, repr. by Skr. vidhdvd widow, Gr. 
e(f)ithe{f)os unmarried man, L. viduus bereft, 
void, widowed (fern, vidua widow), OS1. vudova, 
Olr.fedb, W. gweddw widow; poss. f. *widh- as in 
L. dividere divide. So widower ( er1) xiv; sub¬ 
stituted as an unequivocal form for twidow (OE. 
masc. widewa). Hence widow vb. xv, widowed 
( ed1) xvi, widowhood OE. widewanhad. 

width xvii. f. first syll. of widness (the normal 
form from OE. widnes wideness, f. wid wide + 
-nes -ness) + -th\ 

wield trule, direct, command; handle with skill 
or effect. ME. weldefn), repr. (1) OE. str. vb. weal- 
dan = OS. waldan, OHG. waltan (G. walten), 
ON. valda, Goth, waldan, and (2) OE. wk. vb. 
wieldan, f. mutated form of Gmc. *wald-, cogn. 
with Balto-Sl. forms denoting rule and power, 
and prob. ult. with *wal- of L. valere be strong. 
Hence wieldy ( y1) tcapable of easy movement 
xiv; (now chiefly as back-formation from un¬ 

wieldy) manageable, handy xvi. 
wife woman (surviving in fishwife, old wives' 
tale)-, woman joined to a man by marriage OE.; 
mistress of a household (surviving in goodwife, 
housewife) xiv. OE. wif = OS. wif (Du. wijf), 
OHG. wip (G. weib woman), ON. vif\ of unkn. 
orig. 

wig xvn. Shortening of periwig. 
wigeon see widgeon. 
wiggle move to and fro irregularly, xm. - 
(M)Du., (M)LG. wiggelen, frequent, (see -le®) of 
*wig-, repr. by LG. wiggen. 

wight fliving creature OE.; (arch.) being xn. 
OE. wiht, corr. (with variation of gender and 

meaning) to OS. wiht thing, (pi.) demons (MLG. 
wicht thing, creature, demon, (M)Du. wicht little 
child), OHG. wiht creature, thing (G. wicht 
being, infant), ON. vxttr, vettr, vitr creature, 
thing, Goth, waiht n. (in ni... waiht nothing); 
further connections uncert. 

wigwam N. Amer. Indian cabin, tent, or hut. 
xvii. of Algonquian orig. 

wild living in a state of nature; uninhabited, 
waste; uncontrolled. OE. wilde = OS., OHG. 
wildi (Du., G. wild), ON. villr, Goth, wilpeis 

Gmc. *wilpijaz, prob. rel. to W. gwyllt, Ir. 
geilt wild. 

wildebeest gnu. xix. - Afrikaans (now wilde- 
bees, pi. wildebeeste), f. Du. wild wild + beest 
BEAST. 

wilderness uncultivated tract of land. xm. 
perh. OE. *wild(d)eornes, f. wild(d)eor wild 
beast (cf. (M)Du., G. wildernis); see wild, deer, 

-NESS. 

wile crafty or deceitful trick, xii. poss. - ON. 
*wihl- (vet) craft, artifice, rel. to vela defraud. 
Hence wily ( y‘) xm. 

will' desire, act or power of willing OE.; 
testamentary document xiv. OE. willa = OS. 
willio (Du. wit), OHG. will(,i)o (G. wille), ON. vili, 
vilja-, Goth, wilja Gmc. *wiljan-, f. *wel- be 
pleasing (cf. next). Hence wilful self-willed xn; 
twilling, wishful xiv; earlier in adv. (late OE. 
wilfullice). 

will® pt. would expressing desire, wish, 
intention, or determination; in combination 
with shall forming a future tense. OE. *willan, 
wyllan (pt. wolde) = OS. willian (Du. willen), 
ON. vilja, Goth, wiljanGmc. *wel(t)jan, paral¬ 
lel with Gmc. *wal(t)jan, repr. by OHG. wellen 
(G. wollen), ON. velja, Goth. waljan\ based on 
IE. *wol- *wel- (cf. L. velle, void, volui, and see 
WILL1, WELL®). 

will* pt., pp. willed wish or desire (to); determine 
by the will. OE. willian = OHG. willon (G. 
willen), f. will1. 

willet N. Amer. bird of the snipe family whose 
cry is expressed by pill-will-willet. xix. 

willies the w. spell of nervousness, xix (orig. 
U.S.). of unkn. orig. 

willing vbl. sb. desire, inclination OE.; vol¬ 
untary choice xiv. OE. willung\ see -ing1. So 
willing (-ing®) ppl. adj. xm. 

will o’ the wisp phosphorescent light on mar¬ 
shy ground, xvn. The earliest form is Will with 
the or a wisp, i.e. Will (pet form of William) and 
wisp in the sense 'bundle of hay, etc., for use as 
a torch’. 

willow plant of the genus Salix. OE. welig = 
OS. wilgia (Du. wilg), (M)LG. wilge. 

willy-nilly whether one likes it or not. xvn. 
Later sp. of wil I nil I (xvi) ‘I am willing, I am 
unwilling’; based on will* and its neg. (OE. 
nyllan, f. ne (see no®) + willan). 

wilt1 become limp. xvu. of uncert. orig. 
wilt® 2nd pers. sg. pres. ind. of will®. 

Wilton kind of carpet made at Wilton in 
Wiltshire, xviii. 

wimple woman’s garment enveloping head, 
chin, sides of the face and neck (now worn by 
nuns), xm. Late OE. wimpel = (M)LG., (M)Du. 
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wimpel, OHG. wimpal veil, bonnet (G. wimpel 
streamer, pennon), ON. vimpill. 

win pt., pp. won fwork; fvanquish OE.; gain xn; 
be victorious (also tr.) xm. OE. str. vb. (ge)win- 
nan = OS. winnan suffer, win, MLG., MDu. 
winnen till, obtain, OHG. winnan rage, contend, 
gewinnan gain by labour (G. gewinnen earn, 
gain), ON. vinna labour, gain, Goth. <£a)winnan 
suffer; Gmc. vb. of uncertain relations. So win 
sb fA. conflict, strife OE.; fgain, wealth xn; B. 
victory xix; gains. In A. OE. (ge)win(n), ME. 
(i)win\ in B f. the vb. 

wince (dial.) kick restlessly xm; make an in¬ 
voluntary shrinking movement xviii. - AN. 
*wencir, var. of OF. guenchir turn aside, avoid - 
Gmc. *werjkjan (OHG. wenken, OS. wenkian). 

wincey durable cloth having a linen warp and 
a woollen weft. xix. orig. Sc., app. alt. of woolsey 
in LINSEY-WOOLSEY. 

winch reel, roller OE.; hoisting or hauling ap¬ 
paratus xvi. Late OE. wince Gmc. *wiijkjo-, f. 
IE. *werjg- wink. 

Winchester A. name of a city in Hampshire, 
used as a designation of certain measures xvi; 
B. name of Oliver F. Winchester (1810-80), an 
American manufacturer, designating a type of 
breech-loading rifle xix. 

wind' air in motion. OE. wind = OS. wind, 
OHG. wint (Du., G. wind), ON. vindr, Goth 
winds Gmc. *windaz, based on IE. prp. *went- 
(whence L. vent us wind, W. gwynt), with parallel 
forms on *w$- in OS1. vejati blow, OIr. feth air, 
Gr. aesi (:- *afesi) blows, Skr. vdti blows. Comp, 
windfall something blown down by the wind 
xv, unexpected acquisition xvi. 

wind* pt., pp. wound tmove in a certain di 
rection OE.; move in a circular path xm; pass (a 
thing) round something else xiv; set (a mech¬ 
anism) in order xvii. OE. str. vb. windan = OS. 
windan, OHG. wintan (Du., G. winded), ON. 
vinda, Goth. * windan Gmc. * windan, rel. to 
*wand- in wend. 

wind5 A. get the wind of xv; deprive of breath 
xix; B. sound a horn, etc. by blowing into it xvi. 
f. WIND*. 

windlass xrv. Presumably obscure alt of f win- 
das - AN. windas = OF. guindas - ON. vinddss, 
f. vinda wind* + ass pole. 

windlestraw (dial.) withered stalk. OE. 
windelstreaw, f. windel basket, f. windan wind1 
(see -LE') + streaw straw1. 

window xm. ME. windoye - ON. vindauga, f. 

vindr wind' +auga eye. 

Windsor town in Berkshire, place of residence 
of British Royal Family (W. Castle), designation 
of the family (House of ft’.); used attrib. in W. 
chair (xviii), soap, uniform (xix) (worn by the 
Royal Family). 

wine OE. win = OS., OHG. win (Du. wijn, G. 
wein), ON. vin, Goth, wein Gmc. *winam - L. 
vinum, rel. to Gr. (f)oinos wine. Comps, wine- 
bibber, winepress, wine vat xvi. 

wing organ of flight xn; lateral part or ap¬ 
pendage xm; protection, care; division (right or 
left) of a force xiv; side scene in a theatre xviii. 

First in pi. wenge(n), -es - ON. vxngir, pi. of 
vxngr wing of a bird, aisle. Hence wing vb use 

the wings xvii; wound in the wing xix. winged 
( ed*) xrv. 

wink tclose the eyes; fgive a significant glance 
OE.; blink xm; ‘shut the eyes’ to (const, at) xv; 
close one eye momentarily in a flippant manner 
xix. OE. wincian = OS. wincan (MLG., MDu. 
winked), rel. to OHG. winchan (G. winked) move 
sideways, stagger, nod, f. Gmc. *wiijk- *warjk- 
move sideways or from side to side, 

winkle xvi. Shortening of periwinkle*. 

winnow free (grain) from chaff, separate 
(chaff) from grain. OE. windwian, f. wind wind'; 

rel. to OHG. winton, ON. vinza winnow, Goth. 
diswinpjan scatter like chaff, 

winsome tpleasant OE. to xm; of attractive 
appearance or disposition xvii. OE. wynsum 
(= OS. wunsam, OHG. wunnisam), f. wyn(n) 
joy, pleasure = OS. wunnia, OHG. wunnia, 
wunna (G. wonne), f. Gmc. *wun-, repr. also 
in wish, wont'; see -some'. 

winter OE. winter = OS., OHG. wintar (Du., G. 
winter), ON. vetr, Goth, wintrus Gmc. *win- 
trus, prob. f. nasalized var. of IE. base *wed- 
*wod- be wet (see water, wet). Hence winter 
vb. spend the winter, xiv. winterly (ly1), 

wintry (-Y1). OE. winterlic, wintrig, with cogns. 
in OHG., etc.; present currency is due to new 
formations in xvi. 

wipe rub gently with a cloth, etc. OE.; fig. uses 
from xm. OE. wipian, corr. formally to OHG. 
wifan wind round, Goth, weipan crown, and rel. 
further to OHG. waif bandage, ON. veipr head¬ 
covering, Goth, waips wreath. Hence wipe sb. 
slashing blow or remark xvi; act of wiping xvii; 

(si.) handkerchief xviii. 

wire (piece or length of) metal in the form of a 
slender rod OE.; network of this xvi. OE. wir, 
corr. to MLG. wire (LG. wir), ON. *virr in vira 
virki filigree work, rel. to OHG. wiara (or¬ 
nament of) finest gold; prob. f. base *wi- of L. 
viere plait, weave (cf. withe). Hence wireless 
xix. wire-puller one who exerts underhand in¬ 
fluence. xix (orig. U.S.). wireworm larva of 
click-beetles, xvm. wiry (-Y*) xvi. 

wisdom quality of being wise; fknowledge, 
learning. OE. wisdom = OS. wisdom, OHG. wis- 
tuom (G. weistum legal sentence, precedent), 
ON. visdomr, see wise*, -dom. 

wise' (arch.) manner, fashion. OE. wise (rarely 
wis) mode, condition, thing, cause, corr. to OS. 
wisa (Du. wijze), OHG. wis(a) manner, custom 
(G. weise), ON. *vis in Qdruvis otherwise Gmc. 
*wison, *wiso, f. *wit- wit*. 

wise* having sound judgement; flearned OE.; 
informed xii. OE. wis = OS., OHG. wis(i) (Du. 
wijs, G. weise), ON. viss, Goth -weisGmc. *wi- 
saz *wittos, f. IE. *weid- wit*+ ppl. suffix * tos. 

-wise suffix descending from OE. wise wise1 as 
used in various adv. expressions meaning ‘in 
such-and-such a manner, way, or respect’ and 
containing an adj. or an attrib. sb. with or with¬ 
out a governing prep., e.g. OE. (on) odre wisan 
in another fashion, otherwise, on scipwisan 
after the manner of a ship, 

wiseacre pretender to wisdom, xvi. - (with un- 
expl. assim. to acre) MDu. wijsseggher sooth¬ 
sayer, prob. - (with assim. to segghen say) OHG. 
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wissago, alt., by assoc, with wis wise* and sagen 
say1, of wi3ago = OE. wltega prophet, f. *wit- 
WIT*. 

wish have a desire (for). OE. wyscan = MLG 
wunschen, MDu. wonscen, wunscen, OHG. 
wunsken (G. wunschen), ON. oeskja Gmc. 
*wunskjan, f. wunska-, -6 (OE. wusc, MDu. 
wunsc, wonsc, OHG. wunsc(G. wunsch), ON. osk 
wish), f. *wun- *wen- *wan-\ cf. Skr. vdhchati 
wishes. Hence wish sb. xiv. wishful tdesirable, 
tlonging xvi; desirous xviii; coloured by what 
one desires for the future xx. 

wishy-washy weak and insipid, xviii. redupl. 
formation on washy (xvn), with vowel alter¬ 
nation; so wish-wash washy drink or talk xviii. 

wisp handful, bunch, twisted band (of hay, etc.), 
xrv. corr. forms are only in WFris., but cf. 
synon. vars. s.v. whisk. 

wistaria, -eria climbing plant, xix. f. name 
of Casper Wistar or Wister (1761-1818), Amer. 
anatomist; see -ia1. 

wistful fclosely attentive; yearningly eager, 
mournfully expectant, xvii. perh. f. fwistly in¬ 
tently (xv), var. of twhishtly silently (cf. whist1) 

+ -ful', and assoc, with wishful. 

wit1 A. tmind, understanding, sense OE.; B. 
right mind, good judgement, (pi.) senses xii; C. 
(power of) giving pleasure by combining or con¬ 
trasting ideas xvi. D. fwise man xvi; witty man 
xvn. OE. (ge)wit(t), corr. to OS. wit (Du. weet), 
OHG. wizzi (G. witz), ON. vit, Goth, unwiti 
ignorance, f. *wit- (see next). 

wit2 know; surviving in phr. to wit that is to 
say, namely, viz., short for that is to wit. OE. 
preterite-present vb. witan = OS. witan (Du. 
weten), OHG. wizzan (G. wissen), ON. vita, Goth. 
witan, f. Gmc. *wait- *wtt IE. *woid- *weid- 
*wid-, whence Skr. veda knows, Gr. oida, L. 
videre see, OS1. videti see, vedeti know 

witch OE. wicce, fern. corr. to wicca male 
magician, sorcerer, wizard, rel. to wiccian prac¬ 
tise magic arts, corr. to (M)LG. wikken, wicken; 
of unkn. orig. Hence witchcraft OE. wiccecraeft. 

witch elm, hazel see wych-elm, wych hazel 

with tA. denoting opposition OE. B. denoting 
accompaniment or addition (esp. repl. OE., ME. 
mid). C. denoting instrumentality, causation, 
agency xii. OE. wid = OS. wid, prob. shortening 
of Gmc. prep. repr. by OE. wider = OS. withar 
(Du. we(d)er), OHG. widar(G. wieder adv. again, 
wider prep, against), ON. vidr, Goth, wifrra, f. IE. 
*wi- denoting separation or division + compar. 
suffix *-tero- (cf. Skr. vitaram further), 

with- repr. OE. wid-, prep, with used as a prefix 
to vbs. (and derived sbs.) in the senses (1) away, 
back, (2) against, as in withdraw, withhold, 

WITHSTAND. 

withal adv. (arch.) along with the rest, as well 

xii, with it or them xiii; prep. with. f. with + all 

sb. 

withdraw take back or away. xiii. see with-. 

Hence withdrawing-room room to withdraw 
into xvi; see -ing1 and drawing-room, with¬ 

drawal (-AL2) XIX. 

withe (dial.) band or tie made of a flexible twig 
OE.; fhalter xiii; metal band or hoop xvii. OE. 
widde = MDu. wisse (Du. wis), OHG. wit(hi), 

wid(i), Goth, kunawida bonds, ON. vid, vidja 
Gmc. *wihon, *wifri, f. IE. base *weit- *wit-, of IE. 
range (rel. to L. *wi- as in L. viere plait, wire). 

wither become dried up and shrivelled xiv; tr. 
xvi. The earliest forms are wydder, widaer, the 
present sp. dating from xvi. gen. assumed to 
be a use of weather vb., ult. differentiated for 
certain senses. 

withers (sb. pi.) highest part of a horse's back, 
xvi. Shortening off widersomes, -sones, f. wider-, 
wither- (see with) + (perh.) var. of sinew; the 
force of the first el. is obscure, 

withershins A. (Sc.) the wrong way; B. in a 
direction contrary to the apparent course of the 
sun. xvi. - MLG. weddersin(ne)s - MHG. wider- 
sinnes, f. wider- against = OE. wider (see with) 

+ g. of sin(d), sint = OE. sid journey, course (cf. 
send1); in sense B. with vars. -sones, -sonnis, by 
assoc, with sun. 

withhold hold or keep back. xii. f. 

WITH-+ HOLD1. 

within adv. on the inner side OE.; prep, in the 
interior of, in the limits of xii. Late OE. widin- 
nan, f. wid with + innan, ME. inne in1. 

without adv. outside; prep, on the outside of 
OE.; not accompanied by, not having xii. Late 
OE. widutan, f. wid with + utan, ME. ute(n) out. 

withstand pt., pp. withstood stand or maintain 
one’s position against. OE. widstandan = 
OFris. withstonda, ON. vidstanda, see with-, 

stand. 

withy willow. OE. widig (cf. OHG. wida (G. 
weide), ON. vidir willow), for the connections of 

which see withe. 

witness fknowledge, wisdom; attestation of a 
fact, etc., testimony. OE. (ge)witnes (ME. iwit- 
nesse), f. wit1 +-ness; cf. OHG. giwiznessi, MDu. 
wetenisse, ON. vitni, vitnis-. Hence witness vb. 
bear witness to xiii; be a witness of xvi. 

witticism xvii. f. witty, irreg. after criticism. 

wittingly xiv (witandly). f. witting, prp. of 
WIT2 + -LY2. 

wittol (arch.) acquiescent cuckold, xv. ME. 
wetewold, perh. formed on cokewold cuckold by 
substituting wete wit2 for the first syll. 

witty fwise OE.; fclever, ingenious xiv; cleverly 
amusing xvi. OE. (ge)wittig = OS. wittig, OHG. 
wizzig, ON. vitugr, cf. wit1 + -y*. 

wive take a wife OE.; take as a wife. OE. 
(ge)wifian = MLG., MDu. wiven, f. wife. 

wivern see wyvern. 

wizard fphilosopher, sage xv; man skilled in 
occult arts xvi. Earliest forms wis{e)ard, wis- 
sard\ f. ME wis wise2 + -ard. Hence wizardry 
xvi. 

wizened shrivelled, shrunken, xvi (rare before 
xviii). In early use Sc.; pp. of wizen, repr OE. 
wisnian dry up, wither, corr. to OHG. wesanen, 
ON. visna, f. Gmc. *wis- with widespread IE. 
cogns., as L. viescere, W. gwyw, OIr.feugud. 

woad blue dye-stuff obtained from the plant 
Isatis tinctoria. OE. wad = MLG., MDu. wet, 
(also mod.) weede, OHG. weit (G. waid) 
WGmc. *waida-. 

wobble, wabble move erratically from side to 
side. xvii. prob. f. base of waver; see -le*. Hence 
wobbly (-ly1) xix. 
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wodge (si.) lumpy protuberant object, xx. 
Expressive alt. of wedge. 

woe A. int. and adv. as excl. of distress or grief 
(with dative) OE.; B. sb. (arch.) misery, mis¬ 
fortune xn; C. adj. grieved, wretched xn. OE. wd 
(also wae), corr. to OS., MLG. we, (M)Du. wee, 
OHG. we (G. weh), ON. vei, vx, Goth, wai; cf. Gr. 
oa, L. vx, W. gwae. Hence woeful xin. 

woe begone foppressed with misfortune or 
grief xrv; (of looks, etc.) revealing a state of dis¬ 
tress or sorrow xix. Evolved from constructions 
such as ME. me is wo begon woe has beset me 
(tbego beset as an affecting influence), which 
gives place to lam wo begon, 

wold tforest, wooded upland OE.; hill, down xiii; 

piece of open country, (later) upland, moorland. 
OE. (Angl.) wald, (WS.) weald = OS., OHG. wald 
(Du. wood, G. wald) forest, ON. vqllr untilled 
field, plain Gmc. *walpus, perh. cogn. with 
WILD. 

wolf pi. wolves OE. wulf = OS. wulf, OHG. 
wolf (Du., G. wolf), ON. utfr, Goth, wulfsGmc. 
*wulfaz IE. *w(qos, repr also by L. lupus, Gr. 
liikos, OS1. vluku, Lith. vilkas, Skr. vrka-. Hence 
wolfish (-ish1) xvi (fwolvish xv). 

wolfram (min.) tungstate of iron and manga¬ 
nese. xvm. - G., perh. f. wolf wolf + rahm cream 
or MHG. ram soot. 

wolverine, -ene xvi (ing). Obscurely f. wolv-, 
inflexional stem of wolf. 

woman pi. women OE. wifman(n) m , later 
fern., f. wif woman + man(n) man; a formation 
peculiar to Eng. (not in the oldest OE. records). 
Assim. of -fm- to -mm- is evident in late OE. sp., 
and rounding of wim- to wum-, worn- in xin. 
Hence womanish ( ish1) xrv, womankind xrv, 
womanly (ly1) xiii. womanize emasculate 
xvi; consort xix. 

womb tbelly; uterus. OE. wamb, womb = 
MLG., MDu. wamme (Du. warn), OHG. wamba, 
wampa (G. wamme). ON. VQmb, Goth, wamba-, 
Gmc., of unkn. orig. 

wombat burrowing marsupial, xvm. Austral, 
aboriginal word. 

wonder astonishing or marvellous thing OE.; 
perplexed astonishment xiii. OE. wundor = OS. 
wundar (Du. wonder), OHG. wuntar (G. wan¬ 
der), ON. undr, of unkn. orig. So wonder vb. 
OE. wundrian = OS. w undr on, etc. 

wont' accustomed, used. OE. gewunod, pp. of 
(ge)wunian dwell, continue, be accustomed or 
used = OS. wunon, wonon (Du. women), OHG. 
wonin (G. wohnen) be accustomed, remain, 
dwell, ON. una be content in a place, enjoy, 
Goth. *wunan Gmc. *wun6jan, 'wunxjan, f. 
*wun- *wen- *wan- (see wish). 

wont* custom, habit, xrv (rare before xvi). of 
doubtful orig.; perh. due to a conflation of it is 
my wone (OE. gewuna custom) and 7 am wont 
(see prec.). 

won’t (colloq.) will not. xvn. contr. of wonnot, 
assim. of wol not will® not. 

wonted accustomed, customary, xv. of doubt¬ 
ful orig.; f. either wont* or wont* + -ed' or -ed®. 

woo sue in love (intr.) xi; (tr., also fig.) xin Late 
OE. wdgian, whence wogere wooer ( er1); of 
unkn. orig. 

wood fA. tree. B. collection of trees growing 
together; substance of which trees consist. OE. 
wudu, later form of wi(o)du - OHG. witu, ON. 
vidr Gmc. *widuz, rel. to OIr. fid tree, wood, 
Gael fiodh, W. gwydd trees. Comps, woodbine, 
-bind any of various climbing plants, e.g. 
honeysuckle, ivy, convolvulus. OE. wudubinde, 
f. base of bindan bind, woodchuck N. Amer. 
marmot, xvn. alt., by assoc, with wood, of the 
Algonquian name, woodcock OE. wuducocc. 
woodpecker xvi. woodruff plant of the genus 
Asperula. OE. wudurofe (the second el. is of 
unkn. orig.). Hence wooden (-bn*) xvi. woodsy 
(U.S.) sylvan, xix. f. pi. woods of wood; see -ys. 

woody twooded xrv; ligneous xvi; see -y*. 

woof' threads crossing the web at right angles 
to the warp OE.; woven fabric xvn. OE. 6wef, alt. 
of owebb (see web) after wef an weave; ME. oof 
became woof partly by assoc, in the phr. warp 
and (w)oof 

woof* imit. of a dog’s low gruff bark. xix. 
wool OE. wull = MLG., MDu., wulle, wolle (Du. 
wol), OHG. wolla (G. wolle), ON. ull, Goth. 
wulla Gmc. *wulld IE. *w\nd, whence 
Skr. dr rid, OS1. vluna, L. Idna, beside 
vellus (:- *welnos) fleece, 

woozy (si.) fuddled; muzzy xix. of uncert. orig. 
Wop mid- or south-European (esp. It.) im¬ 
migrant in the U.S.A. xx. of unkn. orig. 

word (coll. pi. and sg.) things or something said; 
report, tidings; divine communication; vocable. 
OE. word = OS. word (Du. woord), (O)HG. wort, 
ON. ord, Goth, waurd Gmc. *wordam IE. 
*wfdho- *werdh-, which is held to be based on 
*wer-, repr. by Gr. (p)ere61 shall say, L. verbum 
word, Skr. vratd- command, law, vow, Lith. var- 
das name. Hence wordy OE. wordig\ see -y\ 

work something done, what one does; manu¬ 
factured article (esp. with qualification, as fire-, 
frame-, wax ). OE. we(o)rc, wore, wurc = OS. 
iverk, OHG. wer ah, were (Du , G. werk), ON. 
verk Gmc. *werkam IE. *wergom, whence 
also Gr. (f)ergon. So work vb. OE. wyrean (pt. 
worhte, pp. geworht; see wrought) *wurkj-\ 
repr. directly by ME. wirch(e), wyrch(e), but infl. 
at an early date by the sb. and the various ON. 
vbs. (virkja, verk(j)a, yrkja), -k- prevailing in xv. 
For parallel forms cf. OS. wirkian, OHG. wir- 
chen (G. wirken), ON. verkja, virkja feel pain (cf. 
Goth, waurkjan). Comps, workaday xn. (wer- 
kedai), of uncert. formation workday xv. 
workhouse tworkshop OE ; poor-law in¬ 
stitution xvn. workman OE. weorcman{n). 

world human existence or a period of it; the 
earth, the universe; the human race, human so¬ 
ciety. OE. weorold, wor\o)ld = OS. werold (Du. 
wereld), OHG. weralt (G. welt), ON. verQld, 
Gmc., f. *weraz man (OE., OS., OHG. wer, cogn. 
with L. vir) + *ald- age (cf. old), the etym. mean¬ 
ing being, therefore, ‘age’ or ‘life of man’. Hence 
worldling (-ling1) xvi. worldly OE. woruld- 
lic, see -ly'. 

worm (arch.) serpent, dragon; freptile; creep¬ 
ing limbless invertebrate; endoparasitic hel¬ 
minth; larva of insect, maggot OE.; spiral tool, 
etc. xvi. OE. wyrm, later wurm, corr. to OS., 
(Q)HG. wurm (Du. worm), ON. ormr serpent, 
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Goth, waurms Gmc. *wurmiz and *wurmaz, 
rel. to L. vermis worm, Gr. rhomos, rhomox 
woodworm, Lith. varmas insect, midge. Hence 
vb. hunt worms; get rid of, make one’s way, etc. 
by subtle means xvi. Comps, worm-eaten xiv, 
worm-hole xvi. 

wormwood plant of the genus Artemisia, prov¬ 
erbial for its bitter taste, xv. alt., by assim. of 
the second syll. to wood, of late ME. wormod, 
OE. wormod, corr. to MLG. wormode, OHG. wor- 
muota, alt. by assim. to worm (because used as 
a remedy for worms in the body) of OE. wermod 
= OS. u>er(i)moda, OHG. weri,i)muota (G. wer- 
muty, of unkn. orig. 

worrit worry, xix. dial. var. of next, 
worry fstrangle OE.; tchoke xm; seize by the 
throat with the teeth xrv; harass, assail xvi; 
afflict mentally xix; intr. for refl. OE. wyrgan = 
MLG., MDu. worgen (Du. wurgen), OHG. wur- 
gan (G. wurgen)'.-WGmc. *wur3jan. 

worse OE. adj. wiersa, wyrsa = OS. wirsa, 
OHG. wirsiro, ON. verri (:- *wersi), Goth, wair- 
siza Gmc. *wersizan-, f. *wers-, found also in 
OS., OHG. werran (G. verwirren entangle, con¬ 
found; cf. war); see -er*. So worse adv. OE. 
wiers = OS., OHG. wirs, ON. verr, Goth, wairs. 
Hence worsen ( en‘) make worse xm; become 
worse xvm. 

worship (arch.) good name, credit, dignity, im¬ 
portance; respect shown OE.; veneration of a 
power held divine xm. OE. weordscipe, wurd-, 
wyrd-, f. u>eord worth* + -scipe -ship. Hence wor¬ 
ship vb. xn. ME. worpshipie. worshipful xm; 
as an honorific title xrv. 

worst adj. and adv. OE. wierresta, wyrresta = 
OS. wirsista, OHG. -isto, ON. verstr, see -est. 
Hence worst vb. timpair, damage; overcome, 
defeat, xvn. 

worsted (woollen fabric made of) closely 
twisted yam. xm (wrstede). f. Worstead, name 
of a parish in Norfolk. 

wort1 herb, vegetable OE.; cabbage xrv. OE. 
wyrt root, plant = OS. wurt, (O)HG wurz, ON. 
urt, Goth, waurts; cf. root'. 

wort* infusion of grain for the making of beer. 
OE. wyrt - OS. wurtja spicery, (M)HG. wiirze. 

worth' money value (e.g. pennyworth) OE.; 
relative value in character xrv; (high) personal 
merit xvi. OE. w{e)ori5, wurd = OS. werd, OHG. 
werd (G. wert), ON. verd, Goth, wairp, sb. use of 
next. Hence worthless xvi. 

worth* of the value of a specified amount OE.; 
having a value of (so much) xii; possessed of 
xv. OE. w(e)ord, wurd = OS. werd, MDu. w(a)ert 
(Du. waard), OHG. werd (G. wert), ON. verdr, 
Goth, wairps, Gmc., of uncert. orig. 

worth* (arch.) come to be, become. OE. str. vb 
weordan, wurdan = OS. werdan (Du. worden), 
OHG. werdan (G. werden), ON. verda, Goth. 
wairpan Gmc. *werpan, f. IE. *wert, whence 
L. vertere, OS1. vriteti turn, Skr. vdrtate turns, 
passes on, takes place. 

worthy (arch.) having worth or value; of 
sufficient worth xm; sb. xiv. ME wurpi, worpi, 
f. worth' +-y'; superseding OE. wurde, weorde, 
wierde and weord worth*. 

-worthy the adj. worthy used from xiii (e g. 

in deathworthy) as a second el. of comps., repl. 
■wurthe, repr. OE. -wyrde, wierde, f. weord 
worth*. 

wot (arch.) know. xm. repr. 1st and 3rd sg. (OE, 
wdt) of wrr*, carried over into other parts, 

would see will*. 

wound bodily hurt, external injury; also fig. 
OE. wund = OS. wunda (Du. wond), OHG. 
wunta (G. wunde), ON. und\ Gmc., of uncert. 
orig. So wound vb. OE. wundian Comp, 
woundwort pop. name of various plants re¬ 
puted to heal wounds, xvi. 

wove var. of woven, pp. of weave xviii; from 
early xix in techn. use of paper, 

wow excl. of aversion, surprise, or admiration, 
xvi (orig. Sc ). Hence sb. (U S. si.) something 
sensational, xx. 

wrack' (arch.) retributive punishment, ven 
geance OE.; damage xv. OE. wraec, f. var. of base 
of wrecan wreak. 

wrack* (dial.) wreck, wreckage xrv; marine 
vegetation xvi. - MDu. wrak, corr. to OE. wraec 
WRACK*. 

wraith xvi (orig. Sc ), of unkn. orig. 
wrangle dispute angrily or noisily, xiv (not 
common before xvi). prob. of LG. or Du. orig.; 
cf. LG., G. dial, wrangeln. See -le*. Hence 
wrangler ( er1) disputant xvi; spec, one placed 
in the first class in the mathematical tripos at 
Cambridge university xvm. 

wrap cover or enfold in clothing or the like xrv; 
in various transf. and fig. uses from late xiv. of 
unkn. orig. 

wrasse fish of the family Labridae. xvii. - Corn. 
wrach, var. otgwrach = W. gwrach wrasse, old 
woman. 

wrath OE. wrxddu (whence ME. wrappe, 
wreppe, wrath from xiv), f. wrdd wroth; see -th' . 

wreak tdrive away, expel, give vent to (anger, 
etc.); avenge, revenge OE.; take (vengeance) on 
xv. OE. str. vb. wrecan = OS. wrekan (Du. 
wreken), OHG. rehhan (G. rachen), ON. reka, 
Goth, wrikan persecute Gmc. * wrekan, f. 
*wrek- (cf. *wrak- s.v. wretch) IE. *wreg-, 
prob. cogn. with L. urgere subject to pressure, 
drive, urge, Gr. eirgein shut up. 

wreath A. twisted band or coil OE ; bank 
or drift of snow xvm; B. chaplet or garland of 
flowers, leaves, etc. xvi OE. wrida, f. reduced 
var. of the base of writhe. So wreathe twist, 
coil. xvi. perh. back formation f. wreathen 
(xiv) arranged in coils or .curves, ME. wrethen, 
OE. wriden, pp. of wridan writhe. 

wreck what is cast ashore by the sea; ruined or 
disabled ship xm; disabling of a vessel xv. - AN. 
wrec - ON. *wrek, f. * wrekan drive (see wreak). 

Hence wreck vb. make a wreck of. xv (cf. AL. 
wrecare xii). wreckage wrecking; remains of a 
wrecked vessel, xix. 

wren OE. wrenna, wraenna, obscurely rel. to 
OHG. wrend(il)o, Icel. rindill. 

wrench turn, twist (intr. OE.; tr. xiii). Late OE. 
wrencan = OHG renchen (G. renken), of unkn. 
orig. 

wrest turn, twist OE.; pull or pluck away xiii; 

strain the meaning of, deflect the course of xvi. 
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OE. wrxstan = ON. *wreista (ONorw., Icel. 
reista)Gmc. *wraistjan\ cf. wrist. 

wrestle OE. *wrxstlian (implied in late OE. 
wrxstlung), corr. to MLG. worstelen, wrostelen, 
(M)Du. worstelen, cf. OE. wraxlian. 

wretch fexile; miserable being; despicable per¬ 
son OE.; tniggard, miser xrv. OE. wrecca = OS 
wrekkio (applied to the Magi), OHG. (w)recch(e)o 
exile, adventurer, knight errant (G. recke war¬ 
rior, hero) WGmc. *wrakjan-, f. *wrak- (see 
WREAK). 

wretched marked by distress or misery xii; 
contemptible xm. f. wretch + -edj; for the un¬ 
usual formation cf. wicked. 

wrick sprain, strain, xix (earlier ricka xvm). of 
uncert. orig. 

wriggle vb. xv. - (M)LG. (= Du.) wriggelen, 
frequent, of wriggen\ see -le®, and cf. wiggle. 

Hence sb. xvn. 
wright artificer, handicraftsman (esp. one who 
works in wood), surviving mainly in Cartwright, 
playwright, shipwright, wainwright, wheel¬ 
wright. OE. wryhta, metathetic var. of wyrhta 
= OS. wurhtio, OHG. wurhto WGmc. 
*wurhtjan-, f. *wurk- work. 

wring pt., pp. wrung squeeze, twist, wrench, 
wrest (lit. and fig ). OE. str. vb. wringan = OS. 
-wringan (MLG., Du. wringenY, WGmc., f. base 
*wrerjy-, rel. to *wraijy- wrong. 

wrinkle fwinding; fold xv. OE. gewrinclod 
winding (of a ditch), ppl. formation with no rec¬ 
orded infin.; the earliest subsequent members 
of the group are wrinkling, wrinklingly (xiv). of 
unkn. orig. So wrinkle vb. undergo contraction 
into small folds, xvi. 

wrist OE., corr. to (M)LG. wrist, (M)HG. rist 
wrist, instep, withers, ON. rist instep Gmc. 
*wristiz, prob. f. *wrid-, f. wk. grade of the stem 
of writhe. Comp, wristband part of a sleeve 
that covers the wrist, xvi. Hence wristlet xix. 

writ writing spec, legal document. OE. writ = 
OHG. riz stroke, written character, ON. rit 
writing, writ, letter, Goth, writs pen-stroke, f. 
*writ- *writ- write. 

write pt. wrote, pp. written. OE. str. vb. writan 

engrave, draw, depict, write = OS. writan cut. 
write, OHG. rizan tear, draw (G. reissen tsketch, 
tear, drag), ON. rita score, write Gmc. 
*writan, of unkn. orig. 

writhe twist, e.g. the body (tr. and intr.). OE. 
str. vb. wridan = OHG. ridan, ON. rida. 

wrong (perh.) tcrooked, twisted CE ; deviat¬ 
ing from equity or the right xm; incorrect, 
erroneous xiv. Late OE. wrang, wrong - ON. 
*wrangr, rangr awry, unjust = MLG. wrangh 
sour, tart, MDu. wrangh bitter, hostile (Du. 
wrang acid), rel. to wring. Hence wrong adv. 
xm; sb. that which is wrong, unjust, or immoral 
xi; vb. xiv. wrongful, wrongly (-LYa) xrv. 

wroth (arch.) angered, wrathful. OE. wra.6 = 
OS. wred (Du. wreed cruel), OHG. reid, ON. reidr, 
f. Gmc. *wraip- *wrip- writhe. Rare xvi-xix exc. 
in or after biblical use, its revival being begun 
by early-xix poets. 

wrought fashioned or formed, esp. by labour 
or art xrv; manufactured; decorated, elaborated 
xv; (of metals) shaped by hammering, etc. xvi. 
ME. wrost, metathetic var. of worst, worht, pp. of 
WORK. 

wry twisted, distorted (lit. and fig.) xvi. f. (dial.) 
wry vb., OE. wrigian strive, go forward, tend, in 
ME. deviate, swerve, contort. Comp, wryneck 

bird of the genus Jynx, distinguished by a habit 
of writhing head and neck xvi. 

wyandotte breed of domestic fowl. xix. f. name 
of a tribe of N. Amer. Indians, 

wych-elm, witch-elm witch hazel, xvii 

(weech elm). Earlier witchen elm (xvi); f. wych, 
witch, OE. wic(e) (prob. f. Gmc. *wik- bend; see 
weak) + ELM. 

wych hazel, witch hazel applied to various 
trees with pliant branches xvi. See prec., hazel. 

Wykehamist past or present member of Win¬ 
chester College, xvm. f. name of William of 
Wykeham bishop of Winchester and founder of 
the college (1382); see -ist. 

wyvern, fwivern (her.) winged two-footed 
dragon, xvii. alt. of iwyver (xm) - OF. wivre, 
(also mod.) guivreL. vipera viper. 



xanth(o)- comb, form of Gr. xanthos yellow, 
used in many techn. terms, xix. 

xebec small three-masted Mediterranean ves¬ 
sel. xviii. alt., after Sp. txabeque (now jabeque), 
of chebec - F. - It. sciabecco - Arab, sabbak. 

xeno- repr. comb, form of Gr. xenos guest, 
stranger, foreign, strange, used in techn. terms, 
xix. xenophobia morbid dislike or dread of 
foreigners, xx. 

xenon (chem.) heavy inert gaseous element, 
xix. - Gr., n. of xenos (see prec.). 

xero- comb, form of Gr. xeros dry, used in techn. 
terms, xix. 

xiphoid sword-shaped, xviii. - Gr. xiphoeidts, 
f. xiphos sword; see -oid. 

X-rays form of radiation discovered by W. C. 
Rontgen (1895). xix. tr. G. x-strahlen. 

xylo- comb, form of Gr. xulon wood, used 
in techn. terms xix. xylonite celluloid, xix; 
earlier form xyloinite, irreg. f. xyloidin, after¬ 
wards assim. to Gr. xulon. xylophone musi¬ 
cal intrument consisting of flat wooden bars, 
xix. 

xystus pi. -i portico, colonnade, xvn. - L. - Gr. 
xuslos, xuston. 



Y 
y- prefix repr. OE. ge- = OS. gi-, ge-, i-, MLG., 
MDu. g(h)e- (LG.. Du ge-), OHG. ga-, ka-, gi-, ki- 
(G. ge ) Goth, ga-Gmc. *ja-. The parallelism of 
form and meaning of such words as L. com¬ 
munis and Goth, gamains, OE. gemxne common 

has suggested the identity of Gmc. *30- and L. 
com-. This prefix is disguised in form or its force 
is obliterated in afford, aware, each, either, 

ENOUGH, EVERYWHERE, HANDICRAFT, HANDIWORK, 

neither. From mid-xvi archaizing poets created 
new formations, e.g. ychain'd, yshrilled. The 
orig. physical meaning ‘with’, ‘together’, yielded 
the notion of associations, and hence of ap¬ 
propriateness and collectivity, the final stage 
being the notion of completeness, a special ap¬ 
plication being the use of the prefix in pps., 
regular in OE. and continuing in south. ME. till 
xv. The OE. form ge- was succeeded in ME. by 
3C-, i(e)-,y-, the last of which is regular in Spenser 
and his imitators, as in yclad, yclept. 

-y' suffix of adjs. denoting ‘having the character 
of . .’, ‘inclined to . .’, ‘full or consisting of . .’. 
OE. -ig, earlier -eg, -xg, in early ME. -1, later -ie, 
-ye, finally -y. Some adjs. of OE. date have ceased 
to show their etym. relations, as empty, dizzy, 
merry. For the addition of -y to produce a more 
adjectival appearance see, e g., chilly, murky, 
wary. In the foil, the orig. is different, but the 
suffix is assoc, with this: faulty, hardy, jolly, 
risky, sturdy, tardy. Recent derivs. (since c.1800) 
have been very numerous, and have tended to 
be joc., undignified, or trivial, as balmy, batty, 
bossy, cushy, doggy, dotty, hors(e)y, oniony, sexy, 
shirty. The suffix is added less frequently to vbs., 
as in drowsy, slippy, sticky. 

-y2 suffix orig. of wk. vbs. of the second class, of 
OE inf. -ian = OS. -on, OHG. on (Du., G. -en), 
Goth, on Gmc. * djan. By xm it was restricted 
to south, and western areas. 

-y* suffix repr. ultimately, partly through (O)F. 
-ie, Rom. *-ia, L. ta -la'. 

-y4 repr., partly through AN. -ie, L. -ium as ap¬ 
pended to verbal bases, as in colloquy, perjury, 
obloquy, remedy, subsidy. 

-y8 suffix repr. AN., OF -e, ee (modF -e, -ee) 
L. dtu-, -ata (see ate' *); in sbs. = ate1 as in 

(1) county, pasty, treaty, (2) army, entry, livery, 
in adjs. = -ate2, as in easy, puny, tawny. 

-y8 also -ie, (in some special cases) -ey. as Charley 
(beside Charlie), jockey, slavey, originating in 
hypocoristic Sc. formations, and forming pet 
names and familiar dims., as well as transf. uses 
such as applications to implements; miscel¬ 
laneous exx. are daddy, dandy, jemmy, johnny, 
kiddy, namby-pamby, nanny, teddy. Tommy. 
Addition to a curtailed form of a disyllable or 
polysyllable is exemplified by baccy, cabby, 
hubby, nighty, tummy. For applications of the 
pi. see -ies. 

yacht xvi. - early modDu. jaght(e), now jacht, 
short for jaghtschip (ship for chasing), f. jaght 

hunting, chase, f. jagen hunt, chase; see -t*. 
Hence yachting ( ing1). yachtsman xix. 

yahoo name invented by Swift (‘Gulliver’s 
Travels’, 1726) for a brute in human form, 

yak bovine animal of Tibet, xix. - Tibetan yyag. 
Yale lock form of lock invented by Linus Yale 
(1821-68), a locksmith of New England; P. xix. 

yam (tuberous root of) species of Dioscorea. xvn 
(earlier in Eng. writings in various alien forms, 
e.g. inany, nname, igname). - Pg. inhame or Sp. 
tighame (mod. name)-, ult. orig. unkn. 

yank (colloq.) pull suddenly and vigorously; 
also sb. xix. of unkn. orig. 

Yank short for Yankee, xvni. 
Yankee native of New England (hence of 
the U S A.), xvni. None of the proposed etyms. 
is convincing; most plausibly on formal 
grounds, spec, application of Yankee, Yank(e)y 
(xvii-xvm) as a surname or nickname, perh. 
based on Du. Jan John and intended as a dim. 
form (= Jantje). 

yaourt semi-solid curd-like food prepared from 
milk. xix. - Turk, yogurt. 

yap bark sharply, xvn. of imit. orig. 
yapock S. Amer. water-opossum, xix. f. name 
of a N. Brazilian river (Oyapok, Oiapoque). 

yapp book binding with projecting limp leather 
cover, xix. Name of a London bookseller to 
whose order the binding was first made, 

yarborough hand containing no card above 
a nine. xix. Said to be named after an Earl 
of Yarborough who bet 1000 to 1 against its 
occurrence. 

yard' enclosed space attached to a building OE.; 
enclosure in which animals are kept or some 
work is done xiii. OE. geard fence, enclosure, 
courtyard, dwelling, region, corn., with vari¬ 
ation of declension, to OS. gardo (Du. gaard), 
OHG. gart(o) (G. garten garden), ON. gardr, 
Goth, gards house, garda enclosure, stall 
Gmc. *3ardaz *3ardan rel. to OS1. gradu city, 
garden (Russ, gorod town). 

yard2 trod, staff; (naut.) spar to which a square 
sail is bent; fmeasuring-rod; trood (of land) OE.; 
measure of 3 feet xiv. OE. gerd, (WS.) *gierd, 
gird, gyrd = OS. gerdia switch (Du. gard twig, 
rod), OHG. gart(e)a, gerta (G gerte) WGmc. 
*3azdjo, f. Gmc. *3azdaz (see gadfly). 

yare ready OE.; (of a ship) easily manageable 
xrv. OE. gearu = OS., OHG. garo (Du. gaar 
done, dressed, clever, G. gar ready, prepared, 
adv. quite), ON. gQrr, gQrv- ready-made, 
prompt, skilled Gmc. *3arwu-. 

yarn spun fibre of cotton, silk, etc. OE. gearn 
= MD« gaern (Du. garen), (O)HG., ON. gam, 
prob. f. base repr. also by *jarno in ON. gqrn, pi. 
garnar guts, and *3arnjo- in OE. micgern, OS. 
midgarni, OHG. mittigarni entrail fat, suet, and 
rel. outside Gmc. to Lith. zarna intestine, L. 
haruspex one who divines from inspection of 
entrails, Gr. khordt intestine, guts. The sense 
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‘story, tale’ (xix) is from naut. si. phr. spin a 
yarn. 
yarrow plant of the genus Achillea. OE. gearwe, 
corr. to MDu. garwe, gherxve (Du. gerive), OHG 
garia)wa: WGmc., of unkn. orig. 

yashmak Muslim woman’s veil. xix. - Turk. 
ya$mak, Arab. yaimak. 
yataghan sword of Muslim countries, xix. - 
Turk, yatagan. 

yaw (orig. naut.) deviate in the course, xvi. of 
unkn. orig. 

yawl ship’s boat; small sailing-boat or fishing- 
boat. xvu (ya(u)le, yall). - (M)LG. jolle or Du. 
jol\ ult. orig. unkn. 
yawn open the mouth wide (now only from fa 
tigue, etc.); lie wide open. xvi. spec, symbolic alt. 
of ME. zone, which with 3ene repr. OE. geonian, 
var. of ginian - OHG. ginon, -en, MDu. ghenen, 
rel. to synon. OE. gdnian, OHG. geindn and OE. 
ginan, OS. ginan, ON. gina\ all n-formations on 
Gmc. *joi- *jf-IE. *ghoi- *ghei- *ghi- repr. by L. 
hidre, hiscere gape, yawn, OS1. zijati, Lith 
zioti. 

yaws contagious skin-disease of tropical coun¬ 
tries. xvi. of unkn. orig. 

yclad (arch.) clothed. See y-, clad. 

yclept (arch.) called (so-and-so). OE. gecleopod, 
pp. of cleopian, clipian call; see y-. -t*. 

ye’ (arch, and joc., dial.) nom. pi. of 2nd pers. 
pron. OE. g& = OS. gi, ge (Du. gij), OHG. ir (G. 
ihr), ON. er (:- *jer). 

yea late writing of fr* the'. 
yea affirmative adv. (now dial, and arch.) OE. 
ge, (WS.) gea, corr. to OS,, OHG j& (Du., G.ja), 
ON. jd, Gcth.jajai: ult. Gmc. *ja, *je. 

yean (arch., dial.) of a ewe, bring forth, xiv. repr. 
OE. *geeanian, f. ge- Y- + eanian = WFris. 
eandje, Du. dial, oonen Gmc. *aundjan, f. 
*aun- IE. *agwn-, whence also L. agnus, 
Gr. amnos lamb. 

year period of the earth’s revolution round the 
sun; 12 months; pi. age OE., pi. period, times xiii. 
OE. (Angl.) ger, (WS.) gear = OS. jar, ger (Du. 
jaar), OHG. jar (G. jahr), ON. dr, Goth, jer 
Gmc. *jxram, f. IE. base *jer- *jor , repr. also by 
Gr. horos year. 

yearn OE. giernan = OS. gernean.girnean, ON. 
girna,Goth.gairnjanGmc. *3ernjan,f *zernaz 
(OE. georn eager, OS., OHG. gern (G. gem will¬ 
ingly), ON. gjarn, Goth, seinagairns selfish), f. 
*zer-, repr. also by OHG. gerdn (G. begehren) 
desire, ON. gerr greedy. 

yeast frothy substance produced by fer¬ 
mentation of malt, etc. OE. (Angl.) *gest, WS. 
*giest (late gist), corr. to MLG. gest dregs, dirt, 
MDu. ghist, ghest (Du. gist, gest yeast), MHG. 
jist, jest, gist, gest (G gischt) yeast, froth, ON. 
jqstr, IE. *jes- is repr. also by Skr yasyati, Gr. 
zein boil, W. ids seething. 

yell utter a loud strident cry. OE. str. vb. (Angl.) 
gellan, (WS.) giellan = MLG., MDu. ghellen 
(Du. gillen), OHG. gellan (G. gellen), ON. gjalla, 
f. Gmc. *zel- *30l-, whence also OE., OHG. 
galan, ON. gala sing, cry out Wk. inflexions 
begin xiv. 

yellow of the colour of gold, etc OE.; tjealous 
xvn; in phr. y. press sensational xix OE. geolu 

= OS. gelo, (M)LG. geel, MDu. gel(e)u, geel (Du. 
gel), OHG. gelo (G. gelb)WGmc. *gelwa IE. 
*ghelu>o-, rel. to L. heluus, Gr. khloos, Lith. zel- 
vas. Hence sb. xiv. 

yellowhammer species of bunting having 
bright yellow plumage, xvi. The second el. is of 
uncert. orig. 

yelp A. fboast OE.; fcry aloud xv; B. utter a cry 
characteristic of dogs, etc. xvi (the corr. sense 
of the sb. is earlier in Sc.). OE. str. vb. g{i)elpan, 
gilpan = MHG. gel(p)fen, f. imit. base otherwise 
repr. in OS. galpon (LG. galpen), ME. 3olpe. 

yen Jap. monetary unit. xix. - Jap. - Chin, yuan 
round, round thing, dollar, 

yeoman pi. yeomen attendant below the 
rank of‘sergeant’ xiv; freeholder below the rank 
of a gentleman, (hence) man of good standing 
xv. ME. 3oman, 3uman, 3eman, 3iman, prob. re¬ 
duced forms of jon#-, 3ung-, zeng-, 3ingman, i.e. 
youngman, which was similarly used in ME. 

yes OE. gese, gise, gyse, prob. for *giese, f. *gia 
sie ‘yea, may it be (so)’. 

yester- of or pert, to the day before today. OE. 
geostran, giestran = OHG. gestaron, gesteren, 
MHG. gesterin) (G. gestern), MLG. ghist(e)ren 
(Du. gisteren)-, in comps, yesterday OE. geo¬ 
stran, gystran daeg (cf. Goth, (once) gistrodagis 
tomorrow), yestereve xvn, -even xv, -morn 
xvm, -morning xvn. yesternight (arch.) OE. 
gystran niht. yesteryear last year. xix. 

yet (arch.) in addition, further, moreover, still; 
till now. OE. giet(a) = OFris. ieta, eta, Ita, of 
unkn. orig. 

yeti xx. Native Sherpa (Tibetan) name of the 
Abominable Snowman, a subhuman animal 
supposed to leave tracks in the snow of the 
Himalayas. 

yew OE. iw, eow, corr. with cons.-alternation 
and variation in gender to OE. i(o)h. eoh, OS. ih, 
MLG , MDu i(e)we, uwe, OHG. iwu, iwi, iwa, ihu, 
iga (G eibe), ON. yr Gmc. *ixwaz, *i3waz, 
*ixwd, *13WO, with parallel forms in Celt, and 
Balto-Sl. 

Yiddish language of Jews in Europe and Amer¬ 
ica, orig. a G. dial. xix. - G. judisch Jewish, f. 
Jude Jew + -isch -ish'. 

yield pay, repay (mainly obs.) OE.; give forth, 
produce xi; give way, surrender xiii. OE. str. vb. 
(Angl.) geldan, (WS.) -gieldan = OS. geldan 
(Du. geldan), OHG. geltan (G. gelten), ON. 
gjalda. Goth, -gildan Gmc. *3eldan pay, 
requite, further cogns. of which are doubtful, 

-yl terminal el. of chem. terms - F. - Gr. hule 
wood, matter, substance. 

ylang-ylang tree (Cananga odorata) of 
Malaysia, etc. xix. of Tagalog orig. 

yodel sing with mixture of falsetto like Swiss 
and Tyrolese mountain-dwellers, xix. - G.jodeln 
(prop ) utter the syll jo. 

yoga union with the universal spirit, xix. - 
Hind.Skr. yoga union. So yogi Indian ascetic 
who practises this xvn. - Hind Skr. yogi-. 

yog(h)urt var. of yaourt. xix. 

yoicks fox hunting cry. xvm. contemp. with 
yoaks and hoicks (also hoick, hoik xvn), which 
appears to be a var of earlier hike (xvi). 

yoke contrivance for coupling draught animals 
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by the neck; pair of animals so coupled; fig. sub¬ 
jection, suppression. OE. geoc = OS. juc (Du. 
juk), OHG. joh (G. joch), ON. ok, Goth, juk 
Gmc. *jukamIE. *jugom (L.jugum, Gr. zugon, 
W. iau, OS1. igo, Skr. yuga-, f. *jug- *jeug *joug-, 
repr. also by L. jungere join, Gr. zeugnunai, 
etc.). So yoke vb. OE. geocian. 

yokel illiterate rustic, country bumpkin, xix. 
Identical in form with dial, yokel green wood¬ 
pecker, yellowhammer, of which it may be a fig. 
application. 

yolk* yellow of an egg. OE. geol(o)ca, f. geolu 
YELLOW. 

yolkJ greasy substance of sheep’s skin glands, 
xvn. repr. OE. *eowoca, in the adj. eowocig, see 
-y!. 

yon (arch., dial.) yonder, adj. (OE., once), pron. 
(xm). OE. geon, corr., with variation of vowels, 
to MLG. gene, MDu. ghens, OHG. jener (G. jener 
that one), Goth, joins that; there is a parallel 
series of forms without cons, initial, viz. OHG. 
ener, ON. enn, inn (definite article), cogn. with 
Gr. enioi some, OS1. onu that, Skr. ana- this one. 
So yond (dial.) yonder (adv. used adj ). OE. 
geond, corr. to MLG. gent{en),jint, LG. gunmen), 
Du. ginds, Goth, jaind thither, yonder (now lit., 
arch., or dial.) over there xiii; ad), xrv. ME. 
3onder (beside gender), corr. to OS. gendra (adj ), 
MDu. ghinder, gunder (Du. ginder), Goth. 
jaindre. 
yore (arch.) fa long time ago, fformerly OE.; 
tfor a long time past xiii; of y., formerly, of old 
xiv. OE. gedra, geare, gearo, adv. formations of 
obscure orig. 

yorker (in cricket) ball that pitches inside the 
crease, xix. prob. f. York, capital of Yorkshire, 
as being introduced by Yorkshire players; see 
-ER\ 

you orig. acc. and d. pi. of the 2nd pers. pron.; 
began to be used xv for nom. ye1 and somewhat 
earlier (xrv) as a substitute for thee and thou in 
respectful address to a superior; also from late 
xvi as an indef. pron., ‘one’, ‘anyone’. OE. low, 
eow = OS. iu (Du. u), OHG. d. iu, eu, acc. iuwih, 
iuch (G. euch) WGmc. *iwwiz, paralleled 

Yule 

by *izwiz in ON. ydr, Goth, izwis. The stem 
*j& is repr. by Skr. yuydm, Gr. iimme. Lith. jus 
you. 

young OE. g{e)ong, gung, later iung = OS. jung 
(Da.jong), OHG June (G Jung), ON. ungr, Goth. 
juggsGmc. *juo3az, contr. of juwujj3azIE. 
*juwnkos, repr. by Skr. yuvasa- youthful, L. ju- 
vencus young bull, W. ieuanc, OIr. doc, 6c young, 
extension oi*juwen-, *jtln-, repr. directly by Skr. 
yuvan-, L. juvenis young. Hence youngling 
young person. OE. geongling = OS. jungling, 
OHG. jungaling, ON. ynglingr, see -ling1. 
youngster young person, xvi; see -ster. 

your of or belonging to you. (i) OE. eower, usu. 
in partitive sense, g. of gi ye, corr. to OS. iuwar, 
OHG. iuwer (G. euer); cf. ON. ydr, Goth, izwara, 
(ii) OE. eower m. and n., eowru fern., poss. adj. 
corr. to OHG. iuwar (G. euer); cf. ON. yd(v)arr, 
Goth, izwar. Hence yours poss. pron. (repl. 
tyour), xm; see -s. yourself xiv, -selves xvi. 

youth fact or state of being young; young people 
OE.; young person xm. OE. geogud = OS. jugud 
(Dxi.jeugd), OHG jugund (G.jugend)WGmc. 
*ju3unt>-, alt. of *juwunt>- (cf. L. juventa, -tus, 
Goth, junda), f. *juwuij- young; see -th1. Hence 
youthful xvi. 

yowl (dial.) cry loudly with pain; caterwaul, 
howl. xiii. of imit. orig. 

yo-yo xx. of unkn. orig. 
yttrium (chem.) metallic element, xix. f. yttria 
kind of earth, f. name of Ytterby, Sweden, 
whence also ytterbium (min.) element oc¬ 
curring in gadolinite. 

yucca (in Central and S. America) cassava xvi; 
N. Amer. plant of the genus Yucca xvii. of Carib 
orig. 

Yule Christmas. OE. geol, earlier geo(h)ol, 
geh(h)ol, also geola Christmas Day, (pi.) 
Christmas tide, corr. to ON. jol pi. heathen 
feast lasting twelve days, (later) Christmas; rel. 
to OE. (Angl.) giuli December and January = 
ON. ylir month beginning on the second day of 
the week falling within November 10-17, Goth. 
jiuleis in fruma jiuleis November; ult. orig. 
unkn. 
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zaffre impure cobalt oxide, xvn. - It. zaffern or 
its source (O)F. safre. 

zag second el. of zigzag used to denote a change 
of direction in a zigzag course, xvm (zig here, 
zag there). 

zany comic performer attending on a clown, etc. 
and imitating him xvi; fattendant, hanger-on 
xvn; tmimic, buffoon; simpleton, idiot xvm. - F. 
zani or its source It. zani, zanni servant acting 
as clown in the commedia dell’arte, orig. Vene¬ 
tian and Lombardic form of Gianni = Giovanni 
John. 

Zarathustrian see Zoroastrian. 

zariba fenced camp in the Sudan, etc. xix. - 
Arab, zariba enclosure for cattle, f. zarb 
sheepfold. 

zeal (in biblical language) fervour xiv; fardent 
love, fervent longing xv; intense ardour in a 
pursuit xvi. ME. zele - late L. zelus - Gr. zelos. 
So zealot member of an ancient Jewish sect xvi; 
zealous person xvn. - late L. zelotes - Gr. zelotis. 
zealous xvi. - medL. zelosus. 

zebra xvi. - It. or Pg., of Congolese orig. 
zebu humped species of ox. xvm. - F. zebu\ of 
unkn. orig. 

zedoary (root of) species of Curcuma, xv. - 
medL. zedoarium - Arab, zadwdr. 

Zeitgeist xix. - G., f. zeit time + geist spirit; see 
TIDE1, GHOST. 

zemindar (Indian hist.) collector of revenue 
from land held by a number of cultivators, xvii 

{gem-, jem ). - Hind. - Pers. zamindar, f. zamin 
earth + dar holder. 

zenana E. Indian harem, xvm. - Hind. (- Pers.) 
zenana, f. zan woman. 

zenith point of the sky directly overhead, fpoint 
of the horizon at which a heavenly body rises 
xiv; highest point or state xvn. ME. cenyth, 
senith, cinit - OF. cenit (mod. zenith) or medL. 
cenit, obscurely - Arab, samt in samt ar-ra's 
‘path over the head' (samt way, al the, al-2, ra's 
head). 

zeolite (min.) generic name of a group of 
minerals consisting of hydrous silicates, 
characterized by swelling up and fusing under 
the blowpipe, xvm. - Sw., G., etc. zeolit, f. Gr. 
zein boil + lithos -lite. 

zephyr west wind xvi (earlier in L. form); mild 
gentle wind xvn; light article of clothing xvm. - 
F. zephyr or L. zephyrus - Gr. zephuros. 

Zeppelin rigid dirigible airship as built by the 
German Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin, xix 

zero cipher, 0 xvii; point marked 0 on a scale, 
temperature denoted by this xvm; nought, no¬ 
thing xix. - F. zero or its source It. zero - OSp. 
zero (mod. cero) - Arab. $i/r cipher. 

zest forange or lemon peel used for flavouring 
xvii; something that imparts a relish xvm; keen 
relish, gusto. - F. zeste, tzest, zee orange or 
lemon peel, of unkn. orig. 

zetetic pert, to, adherent of, the ancient Greek 

sceptic school of philosophy; investigator, in¬ 
vestigation. xvn. - Gr. zetetikos, f. z§tein seek; 
see -ic. 

zeugma (rhet.) figure by which a single word 
or phrase is made improperly to apply to two or 
more words or phrases xix (earlier in wider use 
xvi). - L. - Gr. zeugma yoking, f. zeugnunai vb. 
rel. to zugon yoke. 

zibet var. of civet, xvi. - medL. zibet hum. 
zig see zag. 
zigzag sb. and adj. xvm (ziczac). - F. zigzag. 
tziczac - G. zickzack, of symbolic formation. 
Hence zigzag vb., zigzagged xvm. 

zinc hard bluish-white metal, xvii. - G., of unkn. 
orig. Comb, form zinco- as in zincography. 

Zingaro gipsy, xvi. - It., alt. of tzingano = Gr. 
Athigganoi, an oriental people, 

zinnia plant of the genus Zinnia, xvm. - modL., 
f. name of J. G. Zinn, German botanist; see -ia1. 

Zion, Sion one of the hills of Jerusalem on 
which the city of David was built; (hence) house 
of God, the Christian Church, place of worship. 
OE. Sion - ecclL. Sion, Gr. Se6n, SeiSn - Het. 
$iyon. 

zip slight sharp sound accompanying a move¬ 
ment, etc. xix. of imit. orig. Comp, zip fastener 
xx. 

zircon (min.) native silicate of the metallic 
element zirconium, xvm. - G. zirkon. 

zither xix. - G. zither (OHG cithara, zitera) 
cither. Also zithern xix; after cithern 

zodiac belt of the celestial sphere within which 
the apparent motions of celestial bodies take 
place, divided into 12 ‘signs’ named after the 
12 constellations, xiv. - (O)F. zodiaque - L. 
zodiac us - Gr. zoidiakos, f. zdidion sculptured 
figure (of an animal), sign of the zodiac, dim. of 
zoion animal, f. zoos living; see -ac. So zodiacal 
xvi. - F. 

zoetrope optical toy converting a series of pic¬ 
tures into the semblance of continuous motion, 
xix. irreg. f. Gr. zot life + -tropos turning, 

zoic showing traces of life, containing organic 
remains, xix. - Gr. zoikos, f. zoion animal; see 
-ic. Taken as if f. Gr. zb£ life, 

zollverein union of states of the German Em¬ 
pire for the maintenance of uniform custom 
dues xix. - G., f. zoll tax, toll' + verein union, 

zone each of the 5 belts into which the earth’s 
surface is divided xv; climatic region xvi; girdle, 
ring; stripe of colour, etc. xvm. - (O)F. zone or 
L. zona girdle - Gr. z6ne. 

zoo xix. Shortening of Zoological Gardens. 
zoo- repr. Gr. zoio-, comb, form of zoion animal 
zooid animal-like creature, xix f. Gr. zoion. 
zoology science which treats of animals (first 
applied to that part of medical science which 
treats of remedies obtainable from animals). 
xvii. - modL. zbologia, modGr. zoiologia, f. 
Gr. zoion animal; see zodiac, logy. Hence 
zoological xix, -logist xvn. 



zoom 

zoom make a continuous low-pitched hum xix; 
(of aircraft) rise abruptly from level flight xx. of 
imit. orig. 

zoophyte fplant (such as the sensitive plant) 
having some qualities of animals; gen. term for 
organisms regarded as intermediate between 
animals and plants, xvn. - F. or modL. zoo- 
phyton - Gr. zdidphuton, f. zoion animal 
+phuesthai grow (cf. be). 

zoril Afr. animal allied to the skunks, xvm (zor- 
ille). - F. zorille - Sp. zorrilla, -illo, dim. of zorro 
fox. 

Zoroastrian (xvm), Zaratimstrian (xrx) 
pert, to (adherent of) the religious system of 
Zoroaster, Zarathustra (Av. Zarathustra, Gr. 
Zorodstres), Persian founder of the religion in 
the 6th cent, b.c.; see -lan. 

zouave one of a body of light infantry in the 
French army. xix. - F. zouave - Zwawa name 
of an Algerian tribe, from which the force was 
first recruited. 

zymurgy 

zounds (arch.) euph. abbr. of {by) God's 
wounds, xvi (zownes, zoones). 

zucchetto ecclesiastic’s skull-cap. xrx. In¬ 
correct but usual form for It. zucchetta small 
gourd, cap, dim. of zucca gourd, head, 

zwieback rusk. xix. - G , tr. It. biscotto ‘twice- 
baked’ (see biscuit). 

Zwinglian pert, to (a follower of) Ulrich Zwin 
gli (1484-1531), Swiss religious reformer, zvi. 
See -ian. 

zygo- repr. comb, form of Gr. zugon yoke. 

zygoma (anat.) bony arch on each side of the 
skull, xvn. - Gr. zugdma, f. zugon yoke. 

zym©-, before a vowel zym-, comb, form of Gr. 
zdmi leaven, in techn. terms (gen.) fer¬ 
mentation xix. So zymosis xix. - Gr. zdmdsis. 
zymotic xix. - Gr. zumdtikos causing 
fermentation. 

zymurgy practice of fermentation, xix. f. Gr. 
zdmi leaven + -urgy (rel. to work) as in 

metallurgy. 
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